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T  A  lU,  E  0  1 '  (;  0  N  T  E  N  T  S , 


I'UliLIC  LAN11S.-V0LUME  VI 


KOR    Al.l'HAr.I'.TlrAI,    IXnF.X    Sr.E    TIIF,    CI.OSK    (IF    THF    VOIAMK, 


nXS    FROM    THF.    I'RKSIDKNT    ()F    TJIE    I NITEI)    STATK.- 


Dati'. 

1S30,  Jan.   I',. 

1 830,  May  o. 

1S30,  May  31. 

1831,  Frb.  3 


COMHUXIC.VTK 

No. 

•;c,2.  Amount  of  money  and  land  granted  to  the  new  States  for  the  purposes 

of  educatioii  and  the  construction  of  roads  and  canals 

851    For  protection  to  the  surveyors  of  the  jmblic  hinds i'  '  ■  '  ', ' " 

858    Statement  of  tlie  whole  quantity  of  land  g-i-anted  to  the  several   stales 

for  certain  objects ;•.••■■;■■■  \','',"  •'  '  '  ' 

889.  Relative  to  selections  of  land  by  Indiana  for  a  rua.l  Irom  Lake  Micln-au 

to  the  Ohio  river •  •, ;  "  ; " "  ; ;."  ,■■■■' 

890    Relative  to  location  of  grants  to  Indiana  fur  a  road  ironi  Lake  -Mielii-an  ^ 

i     .Li      /-ii  •       •      ,.  ....       Ibol,  r ell.      o 

to  the  Ohio  river ,■•••. ,'  " "    /  i 

921.  Operations  of  the  land  system,  and  number  ot  military  bounty  laii.l 

warrants  issued  during  the  last  year ■  •  •  •      i-'-'^-     '''^  ■ 

3.  Ou  the  expediencv  of  dividing  the  district  of  the  surveyor  general  lor         _^^  ^^ 

:*[issouri,  Illinois,  and  Arkansas. l-o-,  Ji'^i-     - 

105tJ    Statement  of  the  quantitv  and  cost  of  the  public  lands,  the  receipts  Iroin 

the  sales  thereof,  and  the  objects  to  which  they  have  been  appro-  , 

.   .    ,  Iboz,  April  _o 

priatcd : ,  .  ' 

10:4.   Claims   for  bounty  lands  deposited,  and  number  ot  warrants  issued  m 

1S3-2 " •.  ■, ■  ■ 

1119.  Views  of  the  President  adverse  to  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  ot  the 

sales  of  the  public  lands •  •  •  •. ■ 

1227.  In  relati.m  to  sales  of  lands  acquired  IVoin  the  Choctaw  Indians  and 

tlie  Creek  tribe  <:)f  Indians,  iu  Alabama 


1033. 


1832,  Dec.  4 

1833,  Dec.  .'). 


COMMUXIC.WIONS 


1834,  April    9 

FROM  THE  TREASURY  PEPARTMEXT,   IKCLUDIXG  REF^lRTS  FROM  THE  GEXERAI.  lAXn  OFFICE. 


148.  Operations  of  the  land  system,  and  the  number  of  military  bounty  laud 
warrants  issued  during  the  last  year ■ 

756.  Quantity  of  land  reverted  to  the  United  States  in  Alabama  for  "on- 
paVment;  the  amount  forfeited;  the  proportion  in  the  State  to  the 
wllole   amount   forfeited   elsewhere;    the  whole   amount  sold,  tlie 


price,  amount  paid,  &.C  . 


1829,  Dec.     8. 


1S29,  Dec.    29    ., 
1830,  dan.     7.  . 


763.  Quantity  of  public  land  remaining  unsold  in  Tennessee  in  1829 

784.  Land  claims  m  Last  Florida ••••••,••.■•■•. 

796    From  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Oftice,  on  land  claims  m  _^ 

.»r-     ...  18-30,  reo.      '-> 

Mississippi •  ",■-■■■         1,1 

826.  Amount  of  money  for  public  lands  sold   m  1828   and  1829,   and   the 

expenses  of  each  land  othce ■•••••••.••■,  ' 

835.  From  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  on  the  location  ot  _^^ 

revolutionary  bounty  land  warrants ■  • i,. .au,  .   a  .  _- 

841    From  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  on  a  pr(.iijositioii  to 

lay  off  a  town  at  Chicago,  Illinois,  and   another   at   M.    -Mark  s, 

Florida.... 


1830,  Mar.  25..., 


849.  Lands  in  Florida  purchased  by  land  officers l-:;^i  ^  ;j>    ^^-  ■  ■ 

855    Relating  to  settlements  on  the  public  lands ■  ■  ■  •      i^  oi ,  .  .  >    -    ■  ■ 

859.  Operations  of  the  land  system,  and  the  number  of  military  bounty  land 

warrants  issued  during  the  last  year •  •  ■      l^'^^'-  ^"'^-      '  ■ 

865.  Quantitv  of  land  sold,  rate  per  acre,  and  amount  received  irom  sale  ot  _ 

public  lands  in  1829  and  1830 ■  ■  ■  •  ■      ^^''^'  1''"  ■  "^ ' 

868.  From  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Ollice,  on  claims  to  lands 

T       .   .  .  .       i8.jl ,  Jan.      ^ . 

m  Loui:  


V2  Relative  to  the  three  per  cent,  fund  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  for 

the  construction  of  roads  and  canals  in  certain  htates ;  •  •  •  •      ^'-''^'  '^'^"• 


6. 


881.  From  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  relative  to  locatmg  of  ^^ 

o-rants  to  Indiana  for  a  road  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Ohio  river     18ol,  Jan.   _. 

895.  From  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  favor  of  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  office  of  surveyor  general  of  Louisiana 


1831,  Feb 
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T  A  B  L  K    U  I'    V,  ()  N  T  E  N  T  S . 


No.  Date.  Page. 

89G.  From  Coinniissionor  of  llie  General  Land  Utlice,  relative  to  the  ijiiantity 
of  land  surveyed  and  sold  and  the  amount  of  nmney  derived  there- 
from        1831,  Fell.     9 268 

903.  Statement  of  all  lands  aequired  by  or  secured  to  the  United  States  in 
satisfaction  of  debts,  their  location,  the  sums  allowed  for  them,  and 
their  value 1831,  Feb.  14 278 

908.  Statement  of  the  sales  of  certain  lands  at  the  land  office  in  New  Orleans, 

in  November,  1830,  and  for  postponement  of  sale 1831.  Feli.  23. .  . .        290 

909.  From  Commissioner  of  the  General   Land  Office — estimates  of  the  ex- 

pense of  surveys  of  the  public  lands  for  1831 1831,  Feb.  24 294 

919    Relative  to  a  proposed  map  to  exhibit  the  various  qualities  and  classi- 

fication.s  of  the  surveyed  lands  in  the  United    States 1831,  Mar.     3.  .  .  .        308 

954.  From  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  relation   to  uncon- 

iirmed  land  claims  in  Missouri 1832,  Jan.     3.  . .  .        335 

9"().   liclative  to  the  (juantity,  situation,  and  value  of  hind  not  <lisposed  of  in 

tlie  military  land  district  in  Oliio 1832,  Jan.   20 350 

982.   Instructions  relative  to  the  jiroof  to  be  received  in  support  of  donation 

claims  in  Arkansas 1832,  Jan.   24 358 

993.  From  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  OfHco,  in  relation  to  provision 

for  the  m(jre  speedy  issuing-  of  patents,  &c 1832,  Feb.     2 368 

1022.  From  Commissioner  of  the   General   Laud    Office,  in   relation   to  James 

Mackay's  claim  to  land  in  Missouri 1832,  Feb.  24 ...  .        391 

1025.  On  amount  of  discounts  allowed  on  balances  due  fr(jm  the  purchasers  of 

public  lauds 1832,  Feb.  27 394 

1031.  From   Conunissioner  of  the  General  Laud  Office,  relating-  to  scrip  to 

satisfy  Virginia  military  bounty  land  warrants 1832,  Feb.   28 397 

1035.  Eeceipts  and  expenditures  at  the  several  land  offices  for  1831 1832,  Mar.  10   . . .       410 

1050.  On  land  claims  in  Alabama 1832,  April    6.  . . .        430 

1060.  Statement  of  amount  of  military  and  forfeited  land  scrip  received  at  the 

several  land  offices  in  1828,  1829,  1830,  and  1831 1832,  May     9 473 

1063.  From  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  statement  of  donating 
of  lands  to  the  several  States  and  Territories,  to  corporate  bodies, 
and  to  individuals . , 1832,  May   10 477 

1065.  Statement  of  tiie  quantity  of  public  lands  and  the  receipts  therefrom  to 

the  close  of  the  year  1831 1832,  May   21 487 

1066.  On  claims  to  land  in  Alabama 1832,  May   26.  .  .  .        490 

1070.  From  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office — statement  of  the 

munber  and  sort  of  patents,  prepared  at  the  General   Land   Office, 

which  ha-ve  not  been  signed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States     1832,  June  21 504 

1071.  From  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  ou  claims  of  settlers  in 

the  Old  Mines,  in  Missouri 1832,  July     2 505 

1073.  On  the  manner  of  calculating  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 

lands 1832,  July  12. . . .        509 

1075.  Operations  of  the  land  system  during-  the  last  j'ear 1832,  Dec.      3 511 

1078.  Relative  to  the  creation  of  additional  land  ofiices  in  Mississippi 1832,  Dec.    25 515 

1085.  Correspondence  and  instructions  relative  to  surveys  of  private  con- 
firmed land  claims  in  Florida   1833,  Jan.     4 519 

1101.  From  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land   Office,  relative  to  providing 

for  the  more  prompt  despatch  of  business  in  the  General  Land 

Office,  and  correcting  defects  in  the  system  of  surveying 1833,  Jan.  21 577 

1102.  Relative  to  the  survey  and  sale  of  the  public  lands 1833,  Jan.   24 602 

1109.  Statement  of  the  annual  amount  of  expenditures  on  account  of  the  i)ublic 

lands,  and  the  (piantity  surveyed  within  the  last  three  j-ears 1833,  Feb.     5 607 

1122.  Operations  of  the  General  Land  Office  for  the  year  1833 1833,  Dec.  17 623 

1158.  Quantity  of  lands  granted  to  the  State  of  Indiana  for  the  construction  of 

the  Waliash  and  Erie  canal 1834,  Jan.   16 658 

1168.  Amount  of  land  sold,  and  the  net  proceeds  thereof;  amount  surveyed 

and  unsold;  amount  granted  to  States  and  Territories,  and  for  what 

purposes;    amount   granted   in   bounties   and   donations,   and  for 

«L'l'ools 1834_  Jan.   30 662 

1172.  Land  clamis  in  the  southeastern  land  district  of  Louisiana 1834,  Jan.  31 665 

1173.  Private  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Missouri 1834,  Feb.     5 703 

1181.  Relative  to  a  connexion  of  the  surveys  of  the  ])ublic  lands  with  the  line 

of  demarcation  between  Indiana  and  Illinois 1834,  Feb.  17 913 

1182.  From  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office.     Progress  in  the 

survey  of  the  lands  acquired  by  purchase  from  the  Pottawatomie 

Indians 1834,  Feb.  17. .. .        915 

1183.  Relative  to  the  quantity  of  land  to  satisfy  revolutionary  land  warrants.      1834,  Feb.  18 916 

1197.  Statement  of  patents  for  land  sold  in  Arkansas  that  have  been  sus- 
pended       1834,  Mar.     4....        944 

121o.  On  claims  to  land  in  .Mabaina 1834,  Mar.  19 958 

COM.MU.VIC.MIOX   FROM  THE  STATE  DEPARTMEXT. 

1069.  Relative  to  making  provision  for  adjusting  certain  private  land  claims 

derived  from  the  Spanisli  government 1832  June  14 495 


■|'  v  H  r.  !•:  OK  < '  ( )  \  r  k  n  t  s  . 


L'OMMl'N'IiATKlNS    Fl;i>M  THE  WAR  Iii;PARTMK\T. 

No. 
1100.   R<'l;itivc  !■>  the  class  (if  olliccis  cnlitlr.l  In  icsuliilionai y  lioiinly  Ian. I  .  .  . 
1118.   Niiiulirrot'  tlic  chiiiiis  for  limmty  la  ml  ili'|iipsil(_'il,  and  nuiiil'cr  nf  wairaiil? 
issued  diii-iiiy  the  year  eiidinj;-  Feliruary  oO,  1S;5:> 
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I'a;;.-. 

s:;: 

.  Jan. 
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:,   lire. 

■).... 

Cil. 

CUMMrXliAIIiiN    llaiM  Tin:  ATTojiNKV  clKNKiiAl,. 

7113.  Judicial  decisions  ami  leL;'al  o).  in  ions  on  land  claims  in  A  i  Kansas 1  SiiU,  Kcli.      1  .  .  .  .         I'J'.I 

llKroKTS    lUOM    TIIK    coMMITTKK    or    TIIK    SKN.M'K    ON     I'l  I'.Llc    l.ANOS. 

84t>.   On  claim  vif  N.  B.  'fucker  and  others,  for  a  urant    lo  raise  foresl  (indiei- 

ou  the  prairies  of  Missouri 1S:{(),  Api  il  :i!  .  .  .  174 

!S47.   On  the  ]iroposition  of  John  Smilh  T.,  to  coiupromisc  on  account  of  lauds 

derived  from  Gcor<;Ma 1  s:;o,  Ajiril  22 ...  .         174 

8.'S2.  Claims  for  Vir^-inia  military  bounty  lauds Is:3(),  May    l;!.  ...         |S2 

10(i-(.   ()u    the   distribution  of    the    proceeds  of  th<'   sales  of  (ho    puM.c    lanils 

among  the  States 1  s:i2,  M  ay    is....         }  7  >i 

1068.   Oil  the  daim  of  Indiana  to  certain  lands  in  that  State !s:i2,  Jan.      7 4'.ll 

1083.  Relative  lo  the  sak>  of  the  range  of  lauds  through  which  the  line  divid- 
ing the  State.s  of  Indiana  and  Illinois  runs lyo2,  Jan.      2.  .  .  .        ''>l^ 

KKrORTS    FROM    TUE    COMMITTEK    i>F    THE    SKXATE    O.N'    l'Rl\'.VTE    LAND    CLAIMS. 

THl.   On  claim  of  John  Edgar  to  land  in  Illinois 1S80,  Jan.      ;")....  23 

S83.  On  claim  of  Joseph  Bidal  to  land  in  Louisiana 1S31,  Jan.    26.  .  .  .        2.'')'.) 

1081.   On  claim  of  Calvin  Smith  to  land  in  Louisiana 1833,  Jan.      4.  .  . .        ;")i8 

REPORT    KROM    THE    COMMITTEE    OF    THE    SENWTE    O.V    .XrANTFACTL  RES. 

1053.  On  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the 

several  States 1832,  April  1(5 ...  .        441 

REP1IBT    FROM    THE    COMMITTEE    OF    THE    SEN'.UE    oX    THE    .lUWCIARY. 

1059.  Oil  claim  of  Rebecca  Blodget  to  right  of  dower  in  lots  in  Washington 

city " 1832,  May     4 471 

RErORT    FROM    THE    SELECT    COMMITTEK    OF    THE    SEN.ITE. 

S45.  On  claim  of  Xew  Orleans  to  lots  on  quays  in  that  city 1830,  April    5  ,  . .  .        1  73 

REPORTS    FROM    THE    COMMITTEE    OF    THE    HOUSE    OF    RKTRESENT-iTlVES    OX    rUliLIC    LANDS. 

751.  On  petition  of  administrators  of  John  Wilson  for  re!in([uishnient  of  part 

of  land  forfeited  for  non-payment  and  retaining  balance'  by  paying 

the  residue  of  the  )iurcliase  money 182'.),  Dec.   22. . . .  14 

755.  On  petition  of  Samuel  W.  D.  Clark  on  claim  to  land  in  Louisiana I82i»,  Dec.   29 ....  l*i 

769.   On  provision  for  making  embankments,  bridges,  and  r.jads  on  the  public 

lands  in  Louisiana 1830,  .Jan.    12 ...  .  36 

774.  On  claim  of  James  Porliers  and  others  to  land  in  Michigan 1830,  Jan.   15.  ...  47 

775.  On  claim  of  Ebenezer  Cooley  to  land  in  Louisiana 1830,  Jan.    15.  . . .  48 

776.  On  claim  of  Captain  John  Wood  for  exchange  of  a  Cherokee  reservation 

for  good  land 1830,  Jan.    15 ...  .  49 

777.  On  claim  of  John  Glass  to  land  in  Alabama 1830,  Jan.    18  ...  .  50 

785.  On  claim  of  John  and  George  Saladv  for  deficienc3'  (if  (piantit3'  of  land 

sold ■ 1830,  Jan.    19 122 

790.  Proposition  to  sell  the  public  lands  in  Ohio  to  that  State 1830,  Jan.    28 127 

798.  On  the  application  of  Ohio  to  be  allowed  to  apply  tlie  lands  granted  for 

canals  to  railroads 1830,  Feb.      8.  .  .  .        138 

800.  On  application  of  Alabama  for  a  further  grant  for  internal  improvement,  1830,  Feb.  12.  . . .  139 
815.   On  claim  of  Timothy  Risley  for  land  patented  which  was  taken  by  an 

older  patent . . ' ! ! .  . .      1830,  Feb.   26 151 

822.  On  claim  of  William  Ilenry  for   compensation  for  deficiency  in   the 

quantitj-  of  land  purchased 1830,  Mar.     2 .  .  .  .        154 

836.  Ou  application  of  register  and  receiver  at  St.  Augustine  IVir  increase  of 

compensation ]  830,  Mar.    22 ...  .        168 

837.  On  application  of  Richard  (J.  Allen  for  compensation  for  hicating  two 

townships  in  Florida  fir  a  semiuary  of  learning 1830,  Mar.    23.  .  .  .        168 

843.  On  application  of  Michigan  for  a  section  of  land  to  erect  a  court-house 

and  jail  in  each  count}' 1830,  Mar.   29.  .  .  .        172 

848.  On  the  expediency  of  allowing  Illinois  to  relinquish  land  granted  for  a 

canal  and  to  issue  scrip  for  an  e.^ual  (juantity 1830,  April  22.  , . .        177 

850.  On  claim  of  Green  Prior  for  correction  of  an  error  in  the  survey  of  a 

tract  of  land ' 1830,  May      5 179 

854.  On  the  disposition  of  certain  reservations  of  lands  in  Ohio 1830,  May    24  ...  .        185 

888.  On  authorizing  Illinois  to  sell  the  saline  reservations 1831,  Feb.     2  .  .  .  .        2fi2 

892.  On  claim  of  Sally  Johnson,  a  Cherokee  Indian  woman,  to  sell  a  reserva- 
tion made  to  her  husban(I  who  was  adjudged  to  be  a  runaway  slave,     1831,  Feb.     8  ...  -        266 
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91G.  On  the  applicatioi]  to  grant  lands  tu  the  oflk-ers  di.sbanded  from  tlie 
army  after  the  war  of  1812-1.5,  and  to  the  heirs  of  those  who  died 
or  were  killed  in  service 

918.  On  the  subject  of  the  Virginia  military  bounty  lands 

938.  On  the  application  of  purchasers  who  have  forfeited  laud  for  non-pay- 
ment for  relief 

951.  On  claim  of  Mrs.  M.  King  to  conlirm  a  sale  of  an  Indian  reservation. . 

953.  On  claim  of  John  Towles  to  land  in  Louisiana 

956.  On  claims  of  !Mary  Daws  and  others  to  pre-emption  rights  in  Florida. . 

957.  On  claim  of  William  Wickersham  to  make  good  a  deficiency  in  a  frac- 

tional quarter  sectimi 

905.  On  claim  of  Matthews  Flouriioy  and  K.  J.  Ward  to  land  in  Mississippi. 

90(1.  On  claim  of  Nicholas  Hart  for  a  duplicate  land  warrant 

969.  On  claim  of  Oeorge  Mayficld  for  a  reservation  of  land  under  the  tri'aty 
with  the  Creek  Indians  of  1S14 

973.  On  memorial  of  citizens  of  Peoria  county,  Illinois,  relative  to  a  pre-emp- 
tion claim 

977.  On  application  of  the  Pennsylvania  institution  for  the  deaf  and  dumb 
for  a  grant  of  land 

981.  In  relation  to  a  cession  of  the  public  lands  in  Tennessee  to  that  State. . 

989.  Oil  application  of  the  receiver  at  Detroit  for  extra  compensation 

990.  On  application  of  the  Choctaw  Nation  for  a  reservation  with  the  treatj' 

of  Dancing  IJabbit  creek 

991.  In  relation  to  issuing  scrip  for  unlocated  Virginia  military  land  warrants 

1015.  On  claim  of  Josiah  Ilodges  to  a  pre-emption  right  in  Ohio 

1016.  On  application  of  Ohio  for  a  grant  for  the  education  of  deaf  and  dumb . . 

1017.  On  application  of  Arkansas  for  indemnity  to  settlers  between  White  and 

Arkansas  rivers  for  improvements 

1023.  On  claim  of  John  T.  Harlan  and  Captain  Tuckaloona  and  others  founded 

on   an  intermarriage  with  a  Cherokee  woman,  for  a  reservation 
under  the  treaty  of  1830 

1024.  On  claim  of  Orin  White,  Seeloy  Neale,  and  J.  V.  Stratton,  for  laying  out 

a  road  in  Michigan 

1036.  On  claim  of  James  Porlier  and  others  to  land  in  Michigan 

1037.  On  claim  of  Paul  Ducliarme  to  land  in  Michigan 

1042.  On  claim  of  Ilartwell  W.  Vick  for  indemnity  for  defect  in  title  to  land 

derived  from  the  United  States 

1043.  On  proposition  to  establish  a  land  oflice  at  Columbus,  Mississippi 

1044.  On  claim  of  Sinclair  Jervais  for  remission  of  forfeitures  for  non-payment 

by  purchasers  in  Mississippi 

1045.  On  claim  of  Jesse  Bell  for  indemnity  for  defect  in  title  to  land  derived 

from  the  United  States 

1048.  On  claim  of  Elisha  Winter  &  Sons  to  laad  in  Florida 

1051.  On  application  of  Mississippi  and  trustees  of  Jetl'erson  college  for  a 

donation  to  that  collegx' 

1054.  On  the  proposition  to  sell  the  public  lands  to  the  States  in  which  they 

lie '. 

1064.  On  the  distribution 

1072.  On  claims  to  lands  between  the  Mississippi  and  Perdido  rivers  derived 

from  the  Spanish  government 

1088.  On  claim  of  Silas  D.  Fisher  to  a  Choctaw  reservation  under  2d  article  of 

treaty  of  September  27,  1830 

1089.  On  claim  of  (ireenwood  Letiore  and  others,  in  behalf  of  Jacob  Thompson, 

to  a  reservation  under  treaty  with  the  Choctaws  of  September  27, 

1830 

1093.  On  claim  of  Bernard  Vallentine  for  revolutionary  bounty  land 

1095.  On  claim  of  Elizabeth  Magruder  to  land  in  Mississippi 

1 133.  On  a  further  grant  of  school  lands  in  Ohio 

ll.'!4.  On  the  application  of  certain  States  for  a  reduction  and  graduation  of 

the  prices  of  the  public  lands 

1150.  On  claim  of  William  Enos  to  land  in  Arkansas 

1 152.  On  claim  of  William  K.  Panlling  to  land  in  Alabama 

1155.  Adverse  to  a  grant  to  the  town  of  Perrysburg  in  Ohio  for  the  purposes 

of  education 

1178.  On  expediency  of  coercing  those  entitled  to  military  bounty  lands  in 

Arkansas  to  draw  their  patents  for  same 

1191.  On  claim  of  Jolm  Gordon  and  Samuel  Fisher  for  the  location  of  a  bounty 

land  warrant  in  Illinois 

1226.  On  claim  of  Peter  Alba  to  land  in  Florida 

1228.  On  grant  of  lots  to  the  city  of  New  Orleans 


Date 


1831,  Mar.  1. 

1831,  Mar.  3. 

1831,  Dec.  22. 

1831,  Dec.  30. 

1831,  Dec.  30. 

1832,  Jan.  3. 


1832,  Jan. 
1832,  Jan. 
1832,  Jan. 


o . 
10. 
10. 


1 832,  Jan.  13. 


1832, 

Jan. 

17 

1832, 

Jan. 

20 

1832, 

Jan. 

24 

1832, 

Jan. 

30 

1832, 

Jan. 

30 

15.32, 

Jan. 

31 

1832, 

Feb. 

17 

1832, 

Feb. 

17 

1832,  Feb.  21 . 


1832,  Feb.  24. 

1832,  Feb.  24. 

1832.  Mar.  12. 

1832,  Mar.  12. 

1832,  Mar.  17. 

1832,  Mar.  17. 

1832,  Mar.  17. 

1832,  Mar.  17. 

1832,  xMar.  22. 

1832,  April  G. 

1832,  April  17. 

1832,  May  18. 

1832,  July  11. 

1833,  Jan.  10. 


1833,  Jan.  10. 

1833,  Jan.  18. 

1833,  Jan.  19. 

1833,  Dec.  24. 

1833,  Dec.  27. 

1834,  Jan.  9. 
1834,  Jan.  10. 

1834,  Jan.  14. 

1834,  Feb.  11. 

1834,  Feb.  27. 
1834,  April  8. 
1834,  April  9. 
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302 
307 

325 
333 
334 
339 

339 
344 
345 

346 

348 

352 
353 
363 

363 
364 

386 
387 

389 


392 

393 
412 
413 

416 
417 

417 

418 
423 

431 

451 

478 

506 

658 


560 
571 
572 
640 

640 
652 
653 

656 

911 

938 
971 
975 


REPORTS  FRO.M  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  EEPRESEN'TATIVElS  ON  PRIVATE   LAND  CLAIIIS. 

7.52.  On  claim  of  Aruiid  Rutgers  to  land  in  Missouri 1829,  Dec.   23 . 

757.  On  claim  of  Antoine  Prudhoome,  Louis  Closeau,  and  Gilbert  Closeau  on 

claim  to  land  in  Louisiana 1829,  Dec. 

765.  On  claim  of  John  McDonough  to  land  in  Louisiana 1830,  Jan. 

766.  On  claim  of  tlie  heirs  of  Alexander  Boyd  to  land  in  Louisiana 1830,  Jan. 

767.  On  claim  (jf  Moses  E.  Levy  to  land  in  Florida 1830,  Jan. 


14 


29.... 

18 

11.... 

34 

11.... 

34 

11.... 

35 

TA15LE    OF    OONTKN'l'S. 


No.  Diitc.  I'ii;,',.. 

110.  On  I'laini  nf  tlir  lirirs  of  liaplislc  1,c  (mmhIix'  In  laml  in  Lnuisiaiia 1  Slil),  J:in.    1 :! .  .  .  .  ^^^ 

111.  On  I'laini  nl'  Alcxanilor  l'"ri'li;>'  to  laml  in  Lmiisiana I  NoI),  .Ian.    |:i .  .  .  .  ;>7 

112    Oil  claim  nt'  Fraiu/ois  Isidm-c  Tuillicr  lu  laml  iji  i.,iiuisiana IsiKt,  .Ian.    I:!.  .  .  .  ;;s 

118.  On  (.-laini  of  Jnlin  Tullicr  1i>  Uuul  in  Loiii.-iiana I^od,  .Ian.    is....  .')() 

119.  On  claim  of  the  licir.s  of  Louis  Tcllcrin  to  laml  in  Lonisiaiia isiid,  ,lan.    is.  .  .  .  .'■.o 

180.  On  claim  of  Jean  Maria  Traliuiul  to  laml  in  Loni.siana I8:il),  .Jan.    is.  .  .  .  ;',i 

183.   On  ajiplii'ation  of  (icorf;-o  \Vasliiii,L;"tou  ]5en'iuu  to  make  a  n<'w  location 

of  u  military  bounty  laml  warrant 18:;0,  Jan.    l.S.  .  .  .  .'it 

181).  Oil  cluini  of  Ann  Hra.slicar.s  to  land  in  Miasi.s.sippi Is;i0,  .Ian.    20.  ...        \-2i 

ISl.  Oil  ri'[)ort  of  coinmissioiicr  on  claims  to  laml  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas.  1830,  ,Ian.    20.  .  .  .        123 

188.  On  claim  of   the   heirs   and   devisees   of  Andrew  Turnliull    to   land    in 

Florida 1830,  Jan.   20 1 23 

189.  On  claim  of  Alexander   Love  to  land  in  Florida 1830,  Jan.   21 12(i 

191.   On  cluini  of  Robert  Irv/iu  Janier  to  land  in  Miclnj;-aa 1S30,  Jan.    2S 1  2H 

199.  On  claim  of  Charles  Comb  or  Cohm  to  land  in  Louisiana 1830,  Feb.    11 ...  .        139 

803.  On  claim  of  John  Buhler  to  land  in  Louisiana 1830,  F(!b.    15....        144 

804.  On  claim  of  Susanna  .Mclluarh  to  land  iu  Louisiana 1S30,  Feb.    ];')....         14.") 

805.  On  claim  of  Dorotliy  Wells  to  land  in  Louisiana I.s30,  Feb.    i."i.  .  .  .         14.") 

80(5.  On  claim  of  Eug-ene  IJorell  to  land  in  Louisiana 1830,  Fell.   l.'i.  . .  .        14t) 

801.  On  claim  of  Joseph  Wilcox  for  land  for  .services  of  a  (Janadian  refucjee.  1830,  Feb.    lu....        146 
SOS.  On  claim  of  George  Raymond  for  a  grant  on  account  of  poverty  and  a 

numerons  family  of  children 1830,  Feb.    18.  .  .  .        141 

810.   On  claim  of 'William  Hurris  to  chaime  au  entry  at  tlie  land  ollice  west 

of  Pearl  river '. 1S30,  Feb.    22  ...  .        148 

812.  On  claim  of  Ma((he\v.s  Fiournoy  and  R.  J.  Ward  to  laud  in  Mississippi.  1,830,  Feb.    24 l.'.O 

813.  On  claim  of  Samuel  Watson  and  George  Uoppas  for  a  renewal  of  lost 

certificates  for  nionej's  paid,  ttc 1 830,  Feb.   2.5  ...  .        1 50 

814.  Ou  claim  of  tJio  widows  ami  heirs  of  Jo.sepli  Ilnlse  tor  indemnity  for 

exiieiises  incurred  in  defending  a  title 1830,  Feb.  25. . . .        150 

819.  On   claim  of  Ambrose  lludgins  for  bounty  land,  who  had   obtaineil   a 

substitute .'. ' '. 1830,  Mar. 

820.  On  claim  of  John  F.  Girod  for  land  in  Lonisianti I'^oO,  Mar. 

821.  On  claim  of  Jean  Frnge  to  land  in  Louisiana 1830,  Mar. 

824.  On  claim  of  Dr.  Eliakim  Crosby  lor  a  grant  to  a  Canadiati  refugee 1830,  Mar. 

825.  On  claim  of  Charles  E.  Coctlogon  to  land  in  Mississip])i 1830,  Mar. 

821.   On  claim  of  John  Reily  to  laud  derived  from  Georgia 1830,  Mar.   15 .  , 

828.  On  claim  of  Coleman  Fisher  to  correct  an  erroneous  location  of  a  Nevi^ 

Madrid  certificate  for  land  iu  Jli.ssouri 1830.  Mar. 

829.  On  claim  of  James  Bradford  to  land  in  Louisiana 1.^30,  Mar. 

830.  On  claim  of  Nicholas  Girod  to  land  in  Louisiana 1830,  Mar. 

831.  Ou  claim  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Dawson  and  John  Hull  to  land 

in  Louisiana 1830,  ilar,  IG. . . .        liil 

834.  On  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Jeremiah  Buckley  for  indemnity  or  retrocession 

of  land  occupied  by  the  United  .States  as  a  garrison 1830,  Mar.  19.  .  . .        lfi() 

838.  On  claim  of  James  Vieux  ami  others  to  land  iu  Michigan 1830,  Mar.  23.  ...        110 

839.  On  claim  of  Pierre  Baruevellou  and  others  to  land  in  Louisiana 1830,  Mar.  23 . . . .        Ill 

840.  On  claim  of  Joshua  Kenneii.v  to  a  lot  in  Mobile 1830,  Mar.  25. . . .        111 

842.  On  claim  of  Joel  Thomas  to  land  in  Michigan 1830,  Mar.  2G..,.        112 

844.  On  claim  of  John  U.  Tlioma.s  to  land  in  Louisiana 1S30,  ^[ar.  30. .  .  .        113 

853.  On  claim  of  James  W.  Brannin  and  others  to  land  in  Missouri 1830,  May  24. .  . .        184 

850.  On  petition  of  the  trustees  of  tlie  city  of  St.  Louis  for  sale  of  certain 

town  and  village  lot.s  in  Mis.souri 1830,  May  21 188 

851.  On  claim  of  Obediah  Dickerson  and  others  to  land  in  Missouri 1830,  May  21....        189 

862.  On  claim  of  Josejih  AValker  and  Eliza  Ann  Griflith,  lieirs  of  Peter  Wal- 

ker, to  land  ill  Mississippi 1830,  Dec.   24 ... .        211 

863.  On  claim  of  Luther  L.  Smith  to  land  in  Louisiana 1830,  Dec.   24 218 

864.  On  claim  of  Samuel  Gibson  to  laud  in  Mississippi  derived  from  Georgia  1830,  Dec.    24. . . .        218 
866.  On  claim  of  George  Mayfield  to  a  reservation  under  treaty  of  1814  with 

the  Creek  Indians .' 1831,  Jan.     3 219 

869.  On  claim  of  Peter  Williams  to  the    relocation  of  a  bounty  land  patent 

h\  the  assignee  of  a  soldier 1831,  .Tan. 

810.  On  claim  of  James  C'aiiliield  to  confirm  the  sale  of  an  Indian  reservation  1831,  .Tan. 

811.  On  claim  of  Robert  Ilillin  to  land  in  Louisiana 1831,  Jan. 

813.  On  claim  of  .Selby  Harney,  and  otliers,  heirs  of  Selby  Harney  for  a  war- 
rant for  land  where  the  officer  himself  had  received  it 1831,  Jan. 

816.  On  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Thcophilus  Collins  to  land  in  Louisiana 1831,  Jan. 

886.  On  claim  of  widow  and   heir.s  of  Pedro  Guedry  and  Francis  Daigre  to 

land  in  Louisiana " 1831,  Jan.      1 263 

881.  Ou  claim  of  B.  J.    V.  Valkenburg  for  land,  a  warrant  for  which  had  been 

is.sued  and  located  by  another  person 1831,  Feb.     1 .  .  .  .        262 

893.  On  claim  of  William  Iloiiman,  a  Canadian  refugee,  to  bounty  land 1831,  Feb.     8 266 

894.  On  claim  of  Dominique  Richard  to  land  in  Louisiana 1831,  Feb.     8 261 

898.  On  claim  of  Archibald  Jackson,  owner  of  a  slave   who  was  a  soldier  in 

the  arm.y,  for  bounty  land 1831,  Feb.  12 269 

899.  On  claim  of  John  Bever  for  the  correction  of  a  deficieuc.v  in  the  quantity 

of  land  called  for  in  a  warrant 1831, 

901.   On  claim  of  Constant  Broan  for  land  in  Louisiana 1S31, 

911.   On  claim  of  George  McDougall  to  land,  in  Ohio 1831, 

911.  On  claim  of  Bernard  Marigny  to  land  in  Louisiana 1831, 
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160 
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160 
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TABLE  OF  (JONTENTS. 


No 

923. 

928. 

930. 
931. 
933. 
934. 

935. 
936. 
93T. 
939. 
941. 
942. 
943. 
944. 
946. 
947. 
949. 
950. 
952. 
960. 
961. 
962. 
963. 

96'I. 
968. 

970. 
971. 

974. 
978. 
979. 

980. 

983. 
984. 

986. 
992. 
994. 
995. 
996. 
997, 
998. 


999. 
1002. 
1003. 
1005. 
1008. 
1013. 
1014. 
1018. 
1019. 
1020. 
1030. 

1032. 
1034. 
1038. 
1039. 

1040. 
1041. 
1046. 
1049. 
1058. 

1061. 
1062. 
1077. 
1080. 
1081. 
1081. 


Date. 

On  claim  of  same 1831,  Dec.    19 

Oq  claim  of  Joseph  Kamber  to  correct  a  mistake  in  entering-  a  (juarter 

section 1831,  Dec.   19 

On  claim  of  Prosper  Marigny  to  laml  in  Louisiana 1831,  Dec.   20 

On  claim  of  Jolm  McDonog-li  to  land  in  Louisiana 1831,  Dec.   20 

On  claim  of  Arnaud  Lanaux  to  land  in  Louisiana 1831,  Dec.    22 

On  claim  of  Allen  W.  Hardic  to  complete  payment  on  land  which  luid 

reverted  for  non-payment 1831,  Dec.   22 

On  clarm  of  Joseph  Scjniat  Dufossat  to  land  in  Louisiana 1831,  Dec.   22 

On  claim  of  John  U.  Thomas,  of  St.  Martin,  to  land  in  Louisiana 1831,  Dec.    22 

On  claim  of  Celestin  Chiapella  to  land  in  Louisiana 1831,  Dec.   22 

On  claim  of  Dr.  Eliakin  Crosliy,  a  Canadian  refugee,  for  land 1831,  Dec.    23 

On  claim  of  E.  Marin  and  J.  Wogin  to  land  in  Louisiana 1831,  Dec.   27 

On  claim  of  Hannah  McKimm  to  land  in  Louisiana 1831,  Dec.   27 

On  claim  of  Bernard  Leonard  and  Jacob  Black  to  land  in  Louisiana.  .  .  1831,  Dec.   27 

On  chiim  of  Benjamin  Bullitt  to  land  in  Louisiana 1831,  Dec.   27 

On  claim  of  Robert  Ilillen  to  land  in  L(juisiana 1831,  Dec.    28 

On  claim  of  Robert  Layton  to  land  in  Louisiana 1831,  Dec.   28 

On  claim  of  N.  Girod  to  land  in  Louisiana 1831,  Dec.   29 

On  claim  of  William  HofI'man,  a  Canadian  refugee,  for  bounty  land. . . .  1831,  Dec.  29 

On  claim  of  the  heirs  of  J.  B,  Saucier  to  land  in  Louisiana 1831,  Dec.   30 

Ou  claim  of  Cresar  J.  Curry  to  land  in  Louisiana 1832,  Jan.     6 

On  claim  of  Joel  Thomas  to  land  in  ^Michigan 1832,  Jan.   10 

On  claim  of  Archibald  Gamble  to  land  in  ilissouri 1832,  Jan.   10 

On  claim  of  William  B.  Keene  and  John  L.  Martin   to  a  pre-emption 

right  in  Louisiana 1832,  Jan.   10 

On  claim  of  Peter  McCormock  to  land  in  Louisiana 1832,  Jan.   12 

Ou  memorial  of  Daniel  W.  Coxe  relative  to  the  claim  of  the  Marquis  do 

Maison  Rouge 1832,  Jan.  12 

On  claim  of  Amos  Webb  to  pre-emption  to  land  in  Louisiana 1832,  Jan.   13 

On  claim  of  William  and  Joseph  Hardridge  to  contirm  the  sale  of  certain 

Indian  reservations 1832,  Jan.   16 

On  claim  of  John  C.  Williams  to  land  in  Louisiana 1832,  Jan.   17 

Ou  claim  of  Wyatt  Singleton  and  James  Andrews  to  land  in  Louisiana  1832,  Jan.  20 
On  claim  of  James  L.  Stokes  to  pre-emption  right  to  a  quarter  section 

of  land 1832,  Jan.  20 

On  claim  of  Hugh  Beard  for  correction  of  error  in  the  entry  of  a  quarter 

section 1832,  Jan.  24 

On  claim  of  Antoine  Cruzat  to  land  in  Louisiana 1832,  Jan.  25 

On  claim  of  Samuel  Woodcock  or  Woodstock  for  revolutionary  bounty 

land 1832,  Jan.  25 

On  claim  of  Abraham  Forbes  for  military  bounty  land ". . . .  1832,  Jan.  27 

On  claim  of  Amos  W.  Brown  to  a  military  bounty  land  warrant 1832,  Feb.     1 

On  claim  of  Luther  L.  Smith  to  land  in  Louisiana 1832,  Feb.     2 

Ou  claim  of  the  heirs  of  D.  D.  Robert  to  land  in  Illinois 1832,  Feb.     6 

On  claim  of  Garrigues  Flaujac  to  land  in  Louisiana 1832,  Feb.     6 

On  claim  of  Thomas  Reynolds  to  the  confirmation  of  a  title  in  Florida. .  1832,  Feb.     6 
On  applicati(jn  of  citizens  of  Alabama  for  pre-emption  right  to  land 

granted  for  the  encouragement  of  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  and 

olive 1832,  Feb.     6 

On  claim  of  James  Bradford  to  land  in  Louisiana 1832,  Feb.     6 

On  claim  of  George  iMcDougall  to  land  in  Ohio 1832,  Feb.     7 

On  claim  of  Nathaniel  A.  Ware  to  land  in  Louisiana 1832,  Feb.     7 

On  claim  of  Robert  Weatherhead  to  lajid  in  Missouri 1832,  Feb.     7 

On  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Louis  Pellorin  to  land  in  Louisiana 1832,  Feb.  10 

Ou  claim  of  the  heirs  of  William  Pollard  to  a  lot  in  Alabama 1832,  Feb.  16 

On  claims  of  citizens  of  Missouri  relative  to  the  old  mines 1832,  Feb.  17 

On  claim  of  John  Staughbough  to  correct  a  mistake  in  an  entry 1832,  Feb.  21 

On  claim  of  Mary  Vallery  to  land  in  L(3uisiana 1832,  Feb.  23 

On  claim  of  John  L.  Lobdell  to  land  in  Louisiana 1832,  Feb.  23 

On  claim  of  James  Caulfield  to  confirm  a  sale  of  an  Indian  reservation 

in  Alabama 1832,  Feb.  28 

On  claim  of  John  Bills  to  land  in  Louisiana 1832,  Feb.  29 

On  claim  of  James  W.  Branan  and  others  to  land  in  Missouri 1832,  Mar.     6 

On  claim  of  Isaac  Thomas  and  William  M.  Wilson  to  land  in  Louisiana  1832,  Mar.  16 
On  claim  of  Eloy  Segura  and  others  tor  indemnity  for  the  loss  of  rights 

obtained  from  the  Spanish  government 1832,  Mar.  16 

On  claim  of  Josiah  Barker  to  land  in  Louisiana 1832,  Mar.  16 

On  claim  of  J.  C.  Boudreau  to  land  in  Louisiana 1832,  Mar.  16 

On  claim  of  William  Ovington  and  others  to  land  in  Florida 1832,  Mar.  20 

On  claim  of  George  Gordon  to  land  in  Missouri 1832,  April   5 

On  claim  of  Don  Francisco  Hemetiuo  de  Hevia  to  lands  in  Mississippi 

and  Alabama 1822,  May,    1 

On  claim  of  Thomas  B.  Magruder  and  wife  to  land  in  Mississippi 1832,  May     9 

On  claim  of  Gad  Humphreys  to  land  in  Florida 1832,  ]SIay  10 

On  claim  of  Jean  Fran9ois  Ilertzog  to  land  in  Louisiana 1832,  Dec.  22. 

On  claim  of  Joseph  Gued.-y  and  others  to  have  purchase  money  refunded  1832,  Dec.  29 , 

On  claim  of  Sarah  Walthcrs  to  land  in  Louisiana 1832,  Dec.  29 

On  claim  of  Robert  Cochran  to  land  in  Louisiana 1832,  Dec.  29. 
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No  Diiti;. 

lOSI'i.    Oil  c-I:iiia   o\'  William    <;.    I):i\  is    :iinl  wil'c    In   laml    in    llir    ishinij    i.f   Kc\- 

Hisrayiic,  •■IV  Capr  J'Kiiiila Is:;:;.  Jan.  7 

lO'.M.    ( )ii  riaiiii  111'  l'>a|il  isle  .li'.-insniiih'   aial    .l'rsr|ili    i'icric    I'i'Iii'    lor   r-tiiiii  I'l' 

indiicy  paid  Inr  lanil  willi.piil   I  illc 1  s:;:;,  .Ian.  II 

lOlMl.    On  claini  i4'  .lean  I!a|itistc  ami  nilici  s   tnlamlin    i.iiiiisiaiia I  s:;:;,  Jan.  I ;» 

lO'.iT.   On  riaiiii  of  I'Jihu  Hall  IJav  to  lanj    in  \\'i'.-;l   j-'ioriji  iimlcr  |iaiim1s  prioi- 

to  thr  iroaly  of   its:; Is:;:;,  Jan.  I'.i 

lOllS.   On  claim  of  ('liri.stojilici-  A.  (ifccn  amlKolicrt  l.awson  to  lanJ  in  .Mal.ama  Is;;:;.  Jan.  22 

lO'.ll).   On  i-laiin  of  Arnold  Ucnrv  |)olinnan  to  ccrlain  icscrx  at  ion.s  in  a  town.^hip  • 

H'rantrit  lor  rcvoliitioiiarv  sci\ic-rs I  s:;:;,  Jan.  2:) 

1104.   On   riaim   of  Asiier  Mor.n'an   ami    heirs  of  Philip    I'il/.^ciaM   to   laml    in 

LouisiaiKi ISS:!,  Jan.  .2'.) 

Ilti5.   On  (.-laiin  of  Isidore  Moori'  to  laml  in    Mississippi is;;:!,  Jan.  29 

112.").  On  claiin  of  Arcliihald  .^iiiall  to  land  in  Indiana Is:;:;,  pec.  I',) 

1132.   On  claim  of  Kicliard   Nance  to  laml  in  Imliana Is:;:;,  Hee.  2  1 

1135.   On  claim  of  .Vntoine  ('ru'/.at  to  land  in  l.onisiana Is:;:;,  Dee.  :;l 

1 1:!!).   On  claim  of  Ahrani  W'rinkK'  to  land  in  I  Louisiana Is:;:;,  1  lee.  :;i 

11:;T.   On  i-laiin  of  1 'an I   I'oissot  to  land  in  Lonisiana 1  s:;:;,  I  ),c-.  :;l 

ll;js.   On  claim  of  liinjamin  Odeii  for  lioanty  land  on  account  of  the   military 

services  of  his   si  ace IS:;:;,  Dec.  :;i 

1131).   On  claim  of  Terence  Le  iJlanc  for  land  in  Louisiana I.s:i4,  Jan.  2 

1142.  On  claim  of  James  S.  Doiigdas  and  others  to  land  in  Louisiana ls::;4,  Jan.  7 

1143.  On  claim  of  Georg-e    l\.  Jackson  to  land  in  Indiana Is:i4,  Jan.  7 

1144.  Oil  claim  of  Mai'g-iierite  Haron,  widow  of  Jean  I'ieire  l.edonx,  to  laml  in 

L(.)uisi.iua ls34,  Jan.  7 

114.").   On  claim  cif  James  lliuiter  and  I'.  P.  ILilley  to  land  in  Tennessee ls;;4,  Jan.  7 

114li.   On  claim  of  Jean  Paptiste  I^eimiin  and  others  to  land  in  Louisiana ls;;4,  Jan  S 

1 147.   On  claim  of  William  S.  Cockcrille  to  land  in  Loui.siaiia Is34,  .Ian.  8 

1145.  On  claim  of  Lois  lioliinsoii  for  live  years'  half  pay  in  lien  of  lionnty  land  ls:;4,  Jan.  S 

114;>.   On  the  snliject  of  pre-<_'mjitioii   rights  in  Louisiana Is:u,  .Ian.  ',i 

11(11.   (.)n  claim  of  Evan  Edwards  for  renewal  of  a  bounty  land  warrant Is:j4,  Jan.  23 

11H2.   On  claim  i.if  Francis  AV.  (Iraliani  and  others  to  land  in  Liaiisiana..  .....  Is34,  Jan.  23 

1163.   Oil  claim  of  Samuel  Yail  to  laud  in  Louisiana Is34,  .Jan.  24 

1167.   On  claim  of  Job  Boss  ti;)  land  in  Louisiana 1S34,  Jan.  211 

1169.  On  claim  of  the  representatives  of  Leonard  Holly  I'or  bounty  land Is34,  Jan.  31 

1170.  On  claim  of  David  Kincaid  to  land  in  Missouri Is34,  Jan,  31 

1171.  On  claim  of  Robert  Abbott  and  others  to  laud  in  Michi.g'an I.s34,  Jan.  31 

1177.   On  [irivate  laml  claims  in  Louisiana 1S34,  Feb.  10 

1179.  On  claim  of  .Jean  Arnauld  Agness  to  land  in  Louisiana Is34,  Feb.  11 

1180.  On  claim  of  Joseph  Derbanne  to  land  in  Louisiana 1S34,  Feb.  11 

1184.  On  claim  of  Parish  Carter  and  Seati-Hi  Grantland,  adndnistrator  of  Charles 

Williamson,  to  land  in  Fdorida Is34,  I'eb,  18 

1185.  On  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Eu.geno  Senet  to  land  in  Louisiana Is34,  Feb.  J  8 

1186.  On  douatitm  for  the  use  of  schools,  in  lieu  of  the  sixteenth  section  .e'ranted 

for  the  use  of  a  colli.'g-e  in  Indiana Is34,  Fib.  18 

1187.  On  claim  ol'  Woodson  Wren  to  land  in  Mississi[iiii 1,834,  Feb.  IS 

1190.   On  claim  of  Simon  Kodriguez  to  land  in  Louisiana 1834,  F'eb.  25 

1193.  On  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Elisha  Winter  to  land  in  Arkansas Is34,  M.u.  4 

1194.  On  claim  of  Pierre  Lafitte  to  land  in  Louisiana 1834,  Mar.  4 

1195.  On  claim  of  Jean  Baptistc  Grainger  to  land  in  Louisiana 1834,  Mar.  4 

1196.  On  claim  (if  L.  H.  Loriens,  attorney  for  Pelagic  Loricns,  formerly  widow 

of  Peter  Juzon,  to  land  in  Alabama 1834,  Mar.  4 

119S.  On  claim  (.if  John  Knagg',  a  settler  on  land  reserved  for  military  ]iuip(.ises, 

for  a  jire-einption  right 1834,  Mar.  4 

1204.  On  claim  of  .Samuel  Carter  and  liansom  ilcElroy  to  laml  in  Alabama  .  .  1834,  Mar.  0 

1205.  On  claim  of  Henry  Stoddard,  representative  of  Francis   ])uclio(|uet,  to 

land  in  Ohio.' 1834,  .Mar.  11 

1206.  On  claim  of  the  heirs  of  John  Campbell  to  land  in  Michigan 1834,  Mar.  II 

1208.  On  claim  of  Aaron  Uubbell,  a  Canadian  refugX'c,  for  bounty  land 1834,  Mar,  15 

1209.  On  claim  of  Selah  Handy  and  sisters,  heirs  of  IVter  Handy,  to  land  in 

Arkansas 1834,  Mar.  15 

1210.  On  claim  of  John  E.  .McCreaiy  to  land  in  Arkansas 1834,  Mar.  15 

1211.  On  claim  of  .James  Keytes  to  land  in  Missouri 1834,  Mar.  18 

1212.  On  claim   of  .John  A.   Barnes,   assignee   of  John   Anderton,    to    land    in 

Mississippi " 1S34,  Mar.  18 

1213.  On  claim  of  John  Dement  to  land  in  Illinois 1834,  ilar.  18 

1220.   On  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Philip  Iteiianlt J  834,  Mar.  28 

1223.  On  claim  of  Benjamin  Oden  for  the  military  services  of  his  slav(> 1834,  Apr.  7 

1224.  On  clium  of  Eliza   T.   Williams,  widow  of  Isaac   Williams,   to   laud    in 

^lississippi 1834,  Apr.  s 

1225.  On  claim  of  Danitd  Whitney  and  others  to  land  in  Michi.Li-au 1834,  Api'.  8 

1229.  On  claim  of  James  Caultieh'l  to  land  in  Alabama 1834,  Apr.  1 1 

REPORTS    FROM    THE    COMMITTEE    OF    THE  IIOl'SE  OF  r.EI'RESEXT.VTIVES    OX    THE    .iriUel.vRV. 

759.   On  (Jaim  of  Francis  Tennill  to  land  in  Misssissippi 1829,   Dec.  31 

773.   Pemedies  for  ]ircveiition  (if  frauds   in   the    adjustment   of  land    titles   in 

Arkansas ' .  1830,   Jan.  14 

985,   On  claim  of  David  Shaver  and  others  to  land  in  Mississippi 1832,  .Ian.  25 
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1207. 
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1021. 
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Date.  Pa^e. 

On  claim  of  John  Klica  to  land  in  Alabama  under  a  grant  from  Georgia     1832,  Feb.    9.  . . .        381 

On  the  subject  of  tlie  title  to  the  island  ( Fea  Patch)  in  the  Delaware 

river,  on  which  Fort  Delaware  has  been  erected .  .      1 832,  April  12 432 

On  the  proceedings  cjf  the  Commissioner  of  the  General   Land  Office  in 

relation  to  tjie  establishment  of  a  new  land  district  in  Michigan..  .      1832,  Aiiril  20 4.57 

On  claim  of  H.  B.  Tyler,  representative  of  Nathaniel  Tyler,  a  revolution- 
ary officer,  for  scrip  for  the  bounty  land  due  deceased,  his  warrant 
having  been  illegally  located 1834,  Mar.  13 954 

On   clsim   of  Thomas   L."  AVinthro])    and  others,  directors  of    the  New 

England  and  Mississippi  Land  Company,  to  land  in  Mississippi.  .  .  .      1834,  Mar.  22 959 

REI'OliTS  J'ROM  THE  COMMmEE  OF  TOE  HOUSE  OF    REPRESENTATIVES  ON  REVOI,rTION.\RY    CLAIMS. 

On  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Wallace,  an  officer  of  the  revolution, 

for  land 1832,  Feb.  23.  . . .       390 

On  claim  of  Rebecca  Sampson   an<l   Harriet   Fish,    representatives  of  a 

revi->lutionary  officer  for  a  duplicate  land  warrant 1834,  Jan.  15.  .  .  .        ii56 

REPORT  FROM  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  ON  TERRITORIES. 

On  the  establishment  of  the  plan  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  in  Michigan..  .        1831,   Feb.  12 270 

REPORT  FRO.M  THE  CciMMlTTEE  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF    REPRESENTATIVES  ON  ROAHS  AND  CANALS. 

On  granting  to  Indiana  lands   for   the  construction   nf  a  canal  from  the 

Wal.iasli  river  to  Lake  Erie 1834,   Mar.   6 952 


1092. 


792. 
811. 

832. 
833. 


REPORT  FR0.M  THE    COMMITTEE    OF    THE    HOUSE  OF    REPRESENTATIVES    OF    \\'AYS    AND    MEANS. 

Relative  to  increased   appropriations  for  the  General  Land  Office,  and 

correction  of  abuses  in  the  execution  of  the  surveys 1833,  Jan  17 

REPORTS    FROM    SELECT    COMMITTEES    OF    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 

Disposition  of  the  public  lands  in  Tennessee 1830,  Jan.  29 

On  memorials  of  institutions   for  grants   for   the   education  of  the  deaf 

anddundi ' 1830,   Feb.  23 

On  granting  land  to  Transylvania  University 1830,  Mar.  17 

On  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the 

States  and  Territories  for  education 1830,  Afar.   18 

On  granting  a  donation  to  the  trustees  of  the  Transylvania   University.  1832,  Jan.     4 


958, 

1140.  On  the  mode  of  disposing  of  certain  public  lands  in  Tennessee 1834,   J 

1151.  On  the  subject  of  making  a  grant  to  Louisiana  in  aid  of  internal  im- 
provement       1834,   -Tan.     9 

1100.  On  claim  of  Eloy  Segura  and  others  to  land  in  Louisiana 1834,  Jan.  21 

1214.  On  claim  of  llcnry  Chipnian  and  AVilliam  Woodbridge,  late  judges  of 
the  Michigan  Territory,  for  services  rendered  as  commissioners  to 
adjust  land  titles  in  Detroit .' 1834,  Mar.  19 .  . 

RESOLUTIONS    AND    MEMORIALS    OF    STATES    AND    TERRITORIES. 

749.  Of  Alabama,  for  relief  of  purchasers,  postponement  and  change  of  sales, 

and  for  granting  pre-emption  rights  to  occupants 1829,  Dec.    21 .  . 

750.  Of  Dlinois,  for  an  exchange  of  unproductive  lands  and  military  bounty 

lands  unlit  for  cultivation 1829,  Dec.  22.  . 

753.  Of  Micliigan,  for  a  grant  of  a  section  of  land  to  each  county  therein.  .  1829,  Dec.  23. . 

754.  Of  .Micliigan,  for  grant  of  a  township  to  establish  a  liospital 1829,  Dec.  23. . 

700.  Of  Arkansas,    to   extend   time   for   locating    land   under   treaty    with 

the  Cherokee  Indians  for  exi/hange  of  school  lands,  and  for  sale  of 

land  in  forty-acre  lots 1830,  Jan.      4  .  . 

704.   Of  Arkansas,  for  pre-emption  rights  to  actual  settlers,   and  the  appoiut- 

ineut  of  a  surveyor  general  for  that  Territory 1830,  Jan.    11 . . 

781.  Of  Alabama,  for  postponement  of  the  sale  of  land  in  Jackson  county^ 

and  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  in  that  State 1830,  Jan.    18. . 

782.  Of  Alabama,   for   a   grant   of   certain    lands   for   establishing    primary 

schools  in  that  State ".      1830,  Jan.    18  . . 

794.  Of  Alabama,  for  land  for  female  academies 1830,  Feb.      1 . . 

795.  Of  Arkansas,  for  grants  to  encourage  settlers  for  the  defence  of  the 

frontiers 1830,  Feb.     1.. 

797.  Of  Indiana,  for  relief  to  holders  of  certificates   of  forfeited   lands  for 

non-payment,  &c 1830,  Feb.     4  .  . 

801.  Of  Alabama,  for  retief  of  purchasers  of  lands  that   have  been  forfeited 

for  non-payment,  &c 1830,  Feb.    15 .  . 

802.  Of  Alabama,  for  a  land  office  at  Monticello 1830,  Feb.    15  .  . 

809.  Of  Mississippi,   for   land   in   lieu   of   a   sixteenth   section   intended   for 

schools  and  patented  to  an  individual 1830,  Feb.   22  . . . 

810.  Of  Indiana,  for  lands  in  lieu  of  alternate  sections  granted  for  canals 

which  have  been  taken  by  Indian  reservations  and  granted  to  indi- 
viduals located  thereon 1830,  Mar.     1 . . . 
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912.  Of 


Missi,ssi|i|ii.  inr  laihl  ilitcli(lcil  f.ir  scli.uil.s  iilhl  liicatcil  i'.|imii  liyaii 
individual 

Indiana,  tn  It    allowed    In    sill    llir   salini  s  in  that    Slair,  and  to  dis- 

|liiSC  of   llic  prin'c'i'ds • 

Indiana,  respect iiij;-  scIum.I  lands  in  llial  Slate 

Illiniiis,  fur  I  lie  extelisiun  cif  tlie   pre-empt  inn    law 

.Vlaliama,  for  further  ndief  to  pni-clnisers  and  srlilers  on  puMii'  lands 
in  that  State 

Indiana,  for  the  estaldishiuent  of  a  land  ollii'e  in  the  norljiern  part 
(if  that    State 

Indiana,  for  j;raiils  to  estaMish  as\  Inins  for  the  deal'  and  dnndi,  Inna- 
ties,  and  other  ubjects  of  eliaritv  in  that  State 

.Mississippi,  for  an  aiiiendnient  to  the  jirc-cinption  laws 

Indiana,  ibr  further  relief  to  the  purchasers  of  ]]idilic  lands 

Alaliaifia,  for  a  g-radiiution  of  the  priee  of  the  public  lands,  and  for 
relief  i_if  purchasers  and   settlers 

Illinois,  fir  the  eslaldislnnent  of  anew  land  olliei>  in  the  northern 
|iart  of  that   State 

Ohio,  for  a  gnant  for  a  road  from  the  Ohio  river  to  Lake  Erie 

Michig'ai),  for  a  t;'raiit  to  eucouraj;'e  the  production  of  silk 

Illinois,  for  additional  saline  g-rant,  and  power  to  s(dl  the  same 

Indiana,  for  a  grant  for  a  road  from  Madison  to  Indiana]iolis 

Illinois,  for  a  grant  for  the  improvement  of  Kaskaskia  river 

Illim.iis,  for  a  grant  for  the  improvement  of  Embarrass  river 

Illinois,  for  grant  of  additional  sections  in  each  county  for  schools.  . 

Indiana,  to  tax  all  laud  sold  in  that  State  by  the  United  States  from 
till'  time  iA'   sale 

ilissiiuri,  that  the  pulilic  lands  may  be  sold  in  forty-acre  lots,  and 
quarter  sections  dixided  by  east  and  west,  as  well  as  by  north  .lud 
south   lines 

Missouri,  for  the  establishment  of  a  trilmnal  to  adjust  land  claims 
ill  that  State 

Illinois,  for  a  grant  for  a  road  from  Chicag'i.i  to  th<'  AVabash 
river 

Ilehnvare,  for  a  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  i)ub- 
lic  lauds  anuing  the   States 

■  Indiana,  for  the  confirmation  i.if  the  selection  of  lands  by  the  cominis- 
sioners  of  that  State,  for  a  road  from  Lake  Michigan  tii  the  Ohio 
river 

Indiana,  for  land  for  the  construction  of  certain   roads 

Arkansas,  for  a  donation  to  actual  settlers  for  the  protection  ojT  the 
frontiers 

Arkansas,  for  compensation  to  agents  for  selecting  lands  for  a  uni- 
versity in  that  State 

Arkansas,  to  sell  the  salines  and  apply  the  proceeds  to  the  education 
of  orphans,  &c    

Arkansas,  for  extension  and  modiffcatiou  of  the  pre-emption  laws.  .  . 

Florida,  to  locate  other  land  in  lieu  of  sixteenth  sections  not  worth 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre 

Illinois,  to  relinipiish  sixteenth  sections  unlit  iVu'  cultivation,  and  to 
locate  other  lands 

Arkansas,  that  purchasers  under  French  and  Spanish  titles,  and 
not  confirmed,  be  iiermittcd  to  enter  the  lands  at  the  minimum 
price 

Ohio,  for  additional  school  lauds 

Indiana,  that  scrip  may  be  issued  fur  lands  forfeited  for  non-pay- 
ment   

Ohio,  for  a  grant  for  the  construction  of  a   road 

Mississippi,  that  a  donation  may  lie  made  to  Amos  Moore  for  jiublic 
services 

987.  Of  Indiana,   for   donations    to   actual  settlers    tipoii   condition  of  settle- 

ment   

988.  Of  Indiana,  to  sell  her  saline  reservations 

1000.  Of  Arkansas,  for  a  grant  for  a  penitentiary 

1001.  Of  Arkansas,  for  indemnity  to  settlers  who  lost  their  improvements  by 

the  treaty  of  1817  with  the  Cherokee  Indians 

1004.  Of  Mississippi,  for  a  donation  for  the  improvement  of  rivers 

1009.  Of  Indiana,  for  discretionary  power  to  dispose  of  lands  granted  to  that 

State  for  canals,   &c .• 

1010.  Of  Alabama,  to  reduce  the  price  and  change  the  mode  of  disposing  of  the 

pjublic  lands 

1011.  Of  Mississippi,  for  a  donation  to  aid  in  making  roads 

1012.  Of  Alabama,  for  a  cession  of  the  public   lands  in  the  States  in  which 

they  lie 

1026.  Of  Indiana,  for  the  sale  of  lands  in  forty-acre  lots 

1027.  Of  Indiana,  for   a   cession  of  lands  within  that   State   for   internal   im- 

provement and  education 

1828.  Of  Indiana,  for  a   donation   for   a   canal  to   connect   the  Wabash  with 
the  White  river 
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Indiana,  fnr  a  d(jnatioii  fur  a  n.iad   from  tliu   south 

Joseph'.-*  river  to  Liberty,  in  Union  county 

Mississippi   and   tru.stees   of    Jefterson   ('olleg-e,    for   a   donation    to 

that  college .• 

Indiana,  in  relation   to    semiring   the    rights   of  that   State   in   the 

.Saline  reserve  in  Dearborn  county 

Illinois,   for    the    rig'ht    of    pre-emption    to    actual    settlers    within 

her  limits 

Illinois,    for   relief   to    certain   settlers    whose    pre-emption    rights 

have  been  declared  ibrfeited 

Vermont,  for  a  division  of  the   proceeds  of  the   sales  of  the   ]iiiblic 

lands  among  the  several  States 

Illinois,  for  a  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands  to  actual 

settlers 

Illinois,  for  a  grant  for  constructing  a  road  from  Krtroit  to  Chicago. 
Indiana,   in  relation   to   pre-emption    rights    and   the  disposition  of 

the  lands  acquired  from  the  Pottawatomies 

Alabama,   fur   a   reduction   of  the   price   of    the   public    lands,    and 

the  extension  of  the  right  (jf  pre-emption  to  settlers 

Alabama,  for  au  extension  of  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  settlers. 
Illinois,  for   the   survey  and  sale   of  certain   lands,  and   jieimiision 

to  exclninge  her  school  lands  unfit  for  cultivLiti(jn 

Illinois,  in   relation   tti   the   extension   of  the  Quincy   land    district. 

Illinois,  in  relation  to  the  Vandalia  land  district 

Missouri,    in   relation   to    the   adoption    of    a    new  system    for    the 

permanent  disposition  of  the  public  lauds 

Indiana,  for  a  cession  of  the  puljlic  lands  within   her  limits  for  the 

purposes  of  internal  improvement  and  education 

Pennsylvania,  for  a  distribution  of  the   proceeds   of  the  sale  of  the 

public  lands  among  the  several   States 

Arkansas,  for  a   donation   to    actual   settlers   on    the  western   fron- 
tier of  that  State 

Arkansas,  for  a  donation   to  each  county  to  aid  in   the  erection  of 

county  buildings 

Alabama,   for   the   sale   (jf    the    public   land    at    reduced    prices   in 

limited  quantities 

Missouri,  for  the  establishment   of  a   general   land  system   for  the 

disposition  of  the  unsurveyed  and  refuse  lands  in  the  new  States. 
Alabama,  foi'   relief  to   purchasers   in   that   State  for  the  years  1818 

and  1819 

Missijuri,  to  exchange  her  school  lands  when  valueless 

Arkansas,  for   the   riglit  of  assignees  of  military  bounty  lands  to 

float  their  claims  and  to  locate  other  lands 

Arkansas,   for   a   reduction   of  the   price   of  the  public    lands,    and 

for  a  grant  for  the  use  of  the  general  assembly 

Missouri,    that   the   registers   of  the    land    offices    be    directed    to 

transcribe  the  field-notes  on  the  back  of  the  pateflts 

Missouri,  for  a  grant  of  certain  lands  to  that  .State 

Illinois,  fur  a  donation  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  roads 

Ohio,  adverse   to   the   distribution   of   the   |)roceeds  of  the  sales  of 

the  public  lands  among  the  several  States 

Arkansas,  for  the  establishment  of  a  new  land  office  at  Helena 

Alabama,  for  a  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands  and  pre- 
emption rights  to  settlers 

Arkansas,  for  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers 

Mississippi,  for  lands  for  the  support  of  primary  schools 

Mississippi,    to    exchange   sixteenth   sections    when   valueless,    and 

that  townships  in  the  Chickasaw  purchase  niay  be  pr(_ivided  with 

school  lands 

Mississippi,    for    a   change   i.if  the   location   of  the   land   office   from 

Clinton  to  Jackson 

Alabama,  to  exchange  sixteenth  sections  when  valueless  for  other 

lands 

Alabama,    for   authority   to   sell    the   remaining    part   iif    the   lands 

granted   for   improving   the  Tennessee  and    other   rivers,  without 

limitation  as  to  price 

Alabama,   for    a    grant    to    the    male    and    female    academies     in 

Tuscumbia 

Indiana,   for    the    location    of    other    lands    for    the   Wabash    and 

Erie  canal   in  lieu  of  lands  granted  and  disposed  of  by  the  United 

States r 

Indiana,  for  a  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands 

Ohio,  for  a  grant  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  th(,'   Luke   Erie  and 

Mad  River  railroad 

Indiana,   for   a  grant    to    aid     in    the    construction   of    a  canal   or 

railroad  from  Lawrenceburg  to  connect  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal 

with  the  Ohio  river,  and  to  the  south  bend  uf  St.  Joseph's  river.  .  . 
Louisiana,  for  a  grant  to  reimburse  the  expense  of  erecting  a  levee 

on  the  Missis.sippi  river,  in  the  parish  of  Point  Coupee 
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PUBLIC  LANDS. 


21sT  Congress.]  JNo.   748.  [1st  Session. 


OPERATIONS  OF  THE  LAND  SYSTEM  AND  THE  NUMBER  OF  MILITAllY  150UXTY  LAND 
WARRANTS  ISSUED   DURING  THE  LAST  YEAR. 

COMJIUNICATED   TO    CONGRESS    BY   THE    PRESIDENT   OF   THE  UNITED    STATES  DECEMBER    8,    1829. 

DOCUMENTS  ACCOMPANYING  THE   PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

Letter  from  the  Secrelanj  cf  the  Treasury,  tcith  a  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  t!ie  General  Land  Office. 

Treasury  Department,  December  1,  1829. 

Sir:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  lay  before  you  a  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
exhibiting-  the  periods  at  which  the  quarterly  accounts  of  the  respective  receivers  in  office  have  been 
returned  and  adjusted,  -with  tlie  balance  on  hand,  agreeably  to  tlic  last  monthly  return.  Also,  a  state- 
ment of  the  quantity  of  land  sold,  and  the  amount  of  purchase  money  received  under  the  credit  and  cash 
system  for  the  year  1828,  and  for  the  first  six  mouths  of  1829.  And  also  tlie  amount  paid  in  cash  and 
stocks  witliin  those  periods,  after  deducting  the  incidental  expenses,  with  some  sugg-estions  by  the  Com- 
missioner as  to  the  policy  of  the  government  in  relation  to  the  public  lands.  To  whicii  is  appended  a 
report  of  an  investigation,  made  by  your  direction,  to  ascertain  the  character  of  certain  claims  to  land  in 
Arkansas,  founded  on  Spanish  grants. 

All  wliich  is  respectfullv  sulimittcd  fov  yuur  consideration. 

S.  D.  INGHAM,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  President  of  the  United  States. 


General  Land  Office,  November  21,  1829. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  usual  auiiual  report  in  relation  to  the  affairs  of  this  office. 

The  paper  marked  A  exhiiiits  tlie  jieriods  to  which  the  ciuarterly  accounts  of  the  respective  receivers 
in  office  have  been  returned  and  adjusted,  with  the  balances  on  hand,  agreeably  to  the  last  monthly  returns 
of  the  receivers  of  public  moneys  respectively. 

The  paper  marked  B  exhibits  the  quantity  of  land  sold,  and  the  amouut  of  purchase  money  received 
under  the  cash  and  credit  systems,  for  the  year  1828,  and  the  tirst  six  months  of  1829;  and  also  the 
amounts  paid  into  the  treasury  in  cash  and  stock  within  those  periods  respectivel.y,  after  deducting  the 
incidental  expenses. 

The  gross  proceeds  on  account  of  the  public  lands  for  the  years  182T,  1828,  and  the  first  six  months 
of  1829,  amount  to  $4,075,282,  and  the  sums  paid  into  the  treasury  and  accounted  for  within  the  same 
period  is  $4,079,043,  giving  an  average  annual  gross  receipt  of  more  than  $1,600,000;  but  as  a  portion 
of  these  receipts  was  for  lands  heretofore  sold  under  the  credit  system,  this  amount  cannot  be  assumed 
as  the  permanent  annual  revenue  to  be  derived  from  the  sale  of  the  public  lauds. 

There  is  reason,  however,  to  believe  that  there  will  be  an  annual  demand  for  about  one  million  of 
acres  of  the  public  lands,  which,  at  the  minimum  price  of  $1  25  per  acre,  will  give  an  annual  revenue 
from  this  source  of  $1,250,000,  which  will  probably  be  increased  with  the  progress  of  population  and 
improvement.  That  these  causes  create  a  demand  for  the  public  lands  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  that 
arising  from  their  fertility,  when  taken  in  connexion  with  their  locality,  is  evinced  by  the  following  facts: 
That  the  cash  sales  of  land  in  the  State  of  Ohio  for  the  year  1828,  where  the  lands  have  generally  been 
in  market  for  thirty  years,  equal  those  in  any  other  State,  with  the  exception  of  Indiana. 

That  the  cash  sales  in  tlie  Steubenville  laud  district,  where  the  lands  have  been  in  the  market  for  nearly 
forty  years,  and  within  which  there  is  not  more  than  two  or  three  hundred  thousand  acres  of  public  lands 
left  for  sale,  and  which  of  course  are  of  the  most  inferior  quality,  amounted  in  1828  to  $35,000;  whereas 
the  sales  in  the  Piqua  district,  in  the  same  State,  where  the  lands  have  only  been  in  tlie  market  for  six  or 
eight  years,  and  a  very  small  portion  of  them  sold,  and  within  which  there  are  extensive  bodies  of  land 
of  excellent  quality,  the  sales  for  the  same  period  amounted  to  only  $2,000;  and  in  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas,  where  there  are  immense  bodies  of  land  of  very  superior  quality,  subject  to  entry  at  the  mini- 
mum price,  the  sales  within  the  year  1828  amounted  to  only  $2,000. 

The  act  of  Congress  requiring  that  the  public  lands  should  be  sold  only  for  cash,  and  the  immense 
quantity  of  those  lands  that  has  been  brought  into  market  in  the  States  and  Territories  extending  from 
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the  nortlicrn  lakes  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  have  had  the  efiect  imt  luily  of  diccking-,  but  of  alino.st  entirely 
]iuttiny:  au  end  to  the  speculations  in  the  purchase  of  the  public  lands'  and  it  is  believed  that  the  purchases 
now  made  from  the  public  are  almost  exclusively  for  the  ])urpose  of  occupation  and  improvement — a 
result  tlie  most  desirable  from  anj-  system  that  maybe  devised  fur  the  disposition  of  the  public  domain. 

On  the  4th  of  July  last  the  several  laws  relative  to  the  lands  that  had  been  sold  on  a  credit  expired, 
and  all  lands  purchased  on  credit,  which  had  not  been  paid  for  or  relinquished,  reverted  to  the  United 
States,  and  the  money  heretofore  jiaid  on  tlieni  was  forfeited.  The  amount  of  money  thus  paid  and  for- 
feited is  estimated  at  $700,000.  These  forfeitures  arc  conlined  exclusively  to  the  aniounts  paid  on  lands 
further  credited  under  the  jirovisions  of  the  act  of  iharch  2,  182L  and  those  supplementary  thereto.  From 
1824  until  July  last  the  jiarties  incurring  tliese  forfeitures  had  the  privilege  of  settling  their  accounts 
by  relinquishing  a  portion  of  the  lands  purchased,  or  by  [laying  for  the  same  at  a  discount  of  thirty- 
seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  without  interest.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  contemplated  to  ofl'er  for 
sale  the  relinquished  lands  and  those  reverted  as  soon  after  April  next  as  circumstances  may  make  it 
expedient,  unless  Congress  shall  otherwise  by  law  direct. 

When  the  public  lands  were  sold  on  a  credit,  which,  in  fact,  extended  to  five  years  after  the  payment  of 
one-fourth  of  the  purchase  money,  it  became  indispensably  necessary  to  protect  the  United  States'  against 
improper  combinations,  by  which  the  purchaser  might  permit  the  land  to  be  sold  for  taxes,  that  an  arrange- 
ment should  be  made  with  the  people  of  the  Territories,  when  those  Territories  were  about  to  assume  the 
form  of  States,  by  Avliich  the  lands  sold  by  the  United  States  should  be  exempted  from  taxes  for  a  period 
equal  to  that  to  which  the  credit  given  on  them  was  extended;  and,  accordingly,  a  compact  was  entered 
into  with  the  people  of  the  new  States,  within  which  the  jiublic  lands  lie,  by  which  the  lands  sold  by  the 
United  States  should  be  exempt  from  taxes  for  five  years.  The  credit  .system" being  now  entirely  abolished, 
one  of  the  reasons  for  this  stijiulation  has  ceased  to  exist,  and,  as  those  States  complain  of  such  exemption 
of  the  lands  from  taxes  as  a  grievance,  it  is  respectfully  suggested  whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  to 
exonerate  them  from  this  contract.  Although  the  exemption"  of  the  lands  .sold  by  the  United  States  from 
taxes  for  a  given  period  has,  no  doubt,  a  tendency  to  promote  emigration  gencrall3'  to  the  States  within 
which  the  public  lands  lie,  yet  it  is  perhaps  better  that  each  of  those  States  should  have  the  option  of 
deciding  how  far  .such  exemption  might  comport  with  their  own  views  of  their  own  interests. 

^Vith  the  termination  <if  the  credit  system,  all  legal  objections  to  the  entire  consolidation  of  the 
land  offices  within  the  respective  States  has  ceased,  and  on  that  subject  I  take  leave  to  refer  to  the 
following  extract  from  a  report  made  from  this  oflicc,  and  submitted  to  Congress  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  January,  1825:  "After  the  lands  in  any  State  have  been  all  surveyed  and  offered  at  public 
sale,  and  when  the  debt  due  for  lands  heretofore  purchased  in  such  State  shall  have  been  liquidated,  a 
further  and  more  extensive  reduction  of  the  land  districts  may  be  made  by  limiting  them  in  such  State 
to  a  single  district,  and  locating  the  land  office  at  the  seat  of  government  of  tlie  State. 

"  In  any  arrangement  that  may  be  made  for  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  land  districts,  the  fact 
that  a  large  debt  is  due  on  account  of  lands,  the  payments  for  which  are  to  be  made  at  the  option  of  the 
debtors,  cither  at  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  or  at  the  office  where  the  lands  were  purchased,  is 
entitled  to  mucli  attention  in  respect  both  to  the  rights  and  accommodation  of  the  purchasers;  and  when 
it  is  also  taken  into  consideration  that  the  disbursements  of  the  public  money  are  very  limited  in  nearly 
all  that  section  of  country  where  the  public  lands  lie,  and  that,  from  the  force  of  circumstances,  these 
disbursements  will  not  probably  be  materially  increased,  it  is  sulimitted  how  far  other  considerations  than 
those  arising  from  tlie  reduction  of  the  expenses  of  collecting  this  branch  of  the  revenue  might  make  it 
inex[)edient  to  reduce  the  land  districts  to  the  number  proposed  in  this  report,  until  those  circumstances 
shall  have  occurred  which  would  justify  the  reduction  of  them  to  a  single  district  in  each  State." 

A  consolidation  of  the  land  offices  would  materially  reduce  the  expenses  incident  to  the  collection  of 
this  branch  of  the  revenue  as  well  as  those  incident' to  this  office;  and  should  Congress,  under  all  the 
circumstances  belonging  to  the  question,  deem  such  an  arrangement  expedient,  it  might  lue  immediately 
carried  into  effect  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  where  the  lands  in  each  land  district  have  all  been  oflered  at  public 
sale,  and  gradually  be  extended  to  the  other  States,  as  the  fact  that  all  the  lands  in  each  of  the  land 
districts  had  been  ofiered  at  public  sale  might  occur. 

Suspicions  having  been  excited  that  extensive  frauds  had  been  practiced  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  May  26,  1824,  and  May  22,  182G,  authorizing  the  claimants  to  lands, 
who.se  titles  were  derived  from  the  Spanish  government,  to  institute  proceedings  in  the  court  for  the  said 
Territory  to  try  the_  validity  of  such  claims,  I  was  authorized  by  the  President  to  instruct  Colonel  Isaac 
T.  Preston,  the  register  of  the  land  office  at  New  Orleans,  who  possessed,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the 
qualifications  necessary  for  making  such  an  investigation,  to  proceed  to  Little  IJock  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  the  Spanish  documents  that  had  been  filed,  and  on  which  the  court  had  confirmed  a  number  of 
laims,  and,  by  comparing  them  with  documents  that  were  known  to  be  genuine,  to  ascertain  the  extent 
of  the  frauds  that  had  been  practiced.  The  communication  from  him,  dated  October  10,  1829,  herewith 
transmitted,  and  marked  C,  exhibits  the  result  of  his  investigation,  from  which  it  appears  that  one  hun- 
dred and  seventeen  claims,  covering  sixty  thousand  acres  of  land,  were  confirmed  by  tlie  court  of  Arkansas 
between  the  19th  and  24th  of  Dccemb'er,  1827;  that  seven  claims,  covering  twenty  thousand  acres  of 
land,  were  yet  pending;  and  that  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  claims  had  been  withdrawn  or  struck 
from  the  docket  because  security  for  the  costs  had  not  been  given,  and  that  there  exists  no  doubt  but 
that  the  whole  of  those  claims  are  founded  on  forged  evidences  of  title.  And  it  further  appears  that,  under 
an  order  of  court  made  on  October  9,  1828,  the  original  papers,  on  which  these  claims  were  founded,  have 
been  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  court,  with  the  exception  of  those  filed  in  lifty-cight  of  the  cases. 

Application  has  been  made  to  this  office  to  issueqiatents  on  entries  made  at  the  land  offices  at  Little 
Eock  and  Batesville  for  eighty-four  of  the  claims  confirmed  by  the  court.  For  the  first  six  cases  presented 
for  entries  made  at  Batesville  patents  were  issued,  but  as  the  number  of  applications  for  patents  increased, 
as  the  patents  were  all  required  to  be  issued  to  assignees,  and  as,  on  a  comparison  of  the  assignments 
with  each  other,  I  was  satisfied  that  they  had  been  manufactured  by  a  few  individuals,  my  previous 
suspicions,  as  to  the  frauds  committed  on  the  court,  were  so  far  confirmed  as  to  justify  me  in  withholding 
the  patents  in  all  the  other  cases. 

Two  of  the  cases  in  which  patents  have  issued'  were  no  doubt  founded  on  fraudulent  evidences  of 
title. 

Measures  have  been  taken  to  procure,  if  possible,  a  revision  by  the  court  of  Arkansas  of  all  those 
cases  which  have  been  confirmed  by  the  court,  and  the  registers  of  the  land  offices  at  Batesville  and  Little 
Kock  have  been  instructed  not  to  ju'rinit  any  entry  to  be  made  on  their  books  by  virtue  of  such  confirma- 
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tiiiris,  uiiil  to  i;'i\i'  ]ml'lii-  iinli<-c  that   im  ])atriits    will   lir   issued   .m   intiics   licrcli 'loir   madrliv  \iiiiie    ul' 
sucli  coiitinuatiniis  until  (..'uii.^-rcss  shall  have  ac'teil   U|>nii  the  siiIiJimI. 

The  [Kiwrrs  of  tlu'  rourt  of  Arkansas  in  relation  to  llu'sc  eases  will,  by  the  |)iovisions  of  the  law, 
cease  in  May  next.  .Some  imnu'iliate  lef;'islativ('  |iro\  ision  is  Iherel'oie  in(lis|i.nsalily  necessary,  liy  which 
the  jxjwcrs  of  the  court  may  be  continueil  for  the  special  |iur|iose  of  aclinic  on  the  cas<'s  now  |ieniliu--, 
anil  on  tlie  hills  that  may  be  liletl  to  obtain  a  revision  of  the  cases  heretofore  deciiled  liy  the  court.  It 
may,  perhaps,  be  deemed  more  expedient  to  repeal  forthwith  the  acts  of  IS-Jl  and  ls2li,  so  far  as  thi^y 
respect  tiie  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  at  the  same  time  to  rc-eiiact  such  provisions  as  may  bi'  necessary 
to  enable  the  court  to  receive  and  act  upon  the  bills  that  may  be  tiled  for  a  revision  of  the  eases  heretofore! 
conlirmed,  and  providiii};'  for  an  ap|ieal  on  such  bills  of  revision  from  the  court  of  Arkansas  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  I'nited  States.  Some  further  le};-islativ(!  provisions  will  bi'  also  nei'essary  in  ndation 
to  the  papers  that  have  been  withdrawn  from  the  liles  of  the  court,  and  in  r<lation  to  the  adndssion  of 
entries  and  f;-raiitini;'  of  patents,  so  as  to  protect  the  Uinted  States  from  imposition  by  forg-ed  assig'nnienls 
from  lictitious  contlrmees,  should  the  court  ultimately  refuse  to  reverse  the  jude-ments  heretofore  rendered. 
In  relation  to  the  fraudulent  claims  in  Louisiana,  alluded  to  in  the  connnunication  of  Mr.  Preston,  it  is 
appreliended  that  they  exist  in  a  g-reatcr  extent  than  is  stateil  by  him  ;  but,  actinu,-  upon  the  [irinciple  that 
forgery  can  form  no  foundation  for  a  good  title,  the  surveyor  of  Louisiana  has  l.ieen  instructed  not  to 
survey,  or  to  receive  for  record  any  survey,  including  lands  claimed  by  virtue  of  written  evidence  of  title 
emanating-  from  the  Spanish  government,  and  contirmed  by  Congress,  when  there  was  gooil  reason  to 
believe  that  such  written  evidence  of  title  had  been  forged,  and  to  proceed  to  siuvey  the  lands  so  claimed 
as  public  lands.  So  soon,  tlieref(U'e,  as  any  portion  of  these  lands  shall  liavc  been  sold  by  the  L^nited 
States,  the  parties  elaimin.g  under  a  title  puriiorting  to  have  emanated  from  the  Spanish  government,  and 
ctinfirmed  by  Congress,  will  have  an  op|)ortunity  of  olitaining  a  judicial  decision  as  to  the  validity  cjf  their 
claim,  and  also  as  to  its  proper  location.  In  almost  every  one  of  these  cases  the  (jriginal  ]iapers  on 
which  the  claim  was  founded  have  been  withilrawn  from  the  land  office  in  which  they  were  tiled  ;  the 
expediency,  therefore,  of  some  legislative  i)rovision  is  suggested,  by  which  the  ori.ginal  papers  shall  be 
required  to  be  produced  in  ccuirt  in  all  cases  of  controversy  ridative  to  title,  arisin.g  between  parties 
claiming'  by  purchase  IVom  the  United  States,  and  those  claimin.g  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  (.'ongress  confirm- 
ing a  claim  jiurporting'  to  have  been  founded  on  written  evidence  of  title  derived  from  the  Spanish 
g'overnment,  and  which  evidence  of  title  has  been  withdrawn  from  the  register's  ol^ice. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

GEO.  (JfJAllAM. 

lion.  ,S.\MrEr,  D.  Ixiih.vm,  Secrctari/  <if  IJic  IViasurij. 


Laud  offices. 


^Larietta 

Zanesville 

Steubenville.  .  . 

Chilicothe 

Cincinnati 

"Wooster 

Piqua 

TitYm 

Jcflersonville. .  . 

Vincenncs 

Indianapolis.  .  . 
Crawfordsville. . 
Fort  Wayne. .  . . 
Shawneetown . . 

Kaskaskia 

Edwardsville..  . 

Vandalia 

Palestine 

Springfield     .  .  . 

St.  Louis 

Franklin 

Palmyra 

Jackson 

Lexington 


.St.  .Stephen's. 
Cahaba  


Statu  or  Territory. 


Ohie 


.Ho. 
.d(,. 


.do 


Indiana. 
..do.... 

..do.... 

..do.... 
..do.... 
Illinois . 
..do.... 
..do.... 


.do 

.do 

jMissouri 


Huntsville . . , 
Tuscaloosa  .  , 


.do., 
..do. 

Alaba 
..do. 


.do. 
.do. 


Moiitlily  retinas. 


Eegistcrs'  period 
to  wliich  ren- 
dered. 


Oct.  31,  1S29 
Oct.  31,  1829 
Oct.  31,  1829 
Oct.  31,  1829 
Sept.  30,  1829 
.'-^ept.  30,  1829 
Oct.  31,  1829 
Sept.  30,  1829 
Oct.  31,  1829 
Oct.  31,  1829 
Oct.  31,  1829 
Sept.  30,  1829 
Sept.  30,  1829 
Oct.  31,  1829 
Sept.  30,  1829 
Sept.  30,  1829 
Sept.  30,  1829 
.Sept.  30,  1829 
Sept.  30,  1829 
Oct.  31,  1829 
Sept.  30,  1829 
Sept.  30,  1829 
.■^ept.  30,  lS-21) 
Sept.  30.  1829 

.Sept.  30,  1829 

(  Oct.  31,  '2t) 
(  Cash  system 
Oct.  Sf,  1829 
Sept.  30,  1829 


Receivers'  (leriod 
to  wLieli  ren- 
dered. 


Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

.Sept. 

.S:pt. 

Sei)t. 

Sept. 

Sei.t. 

Oct. 
Cash 
Oct. 

Sept. 


31,  1829 
31,  1829 
31,  1829 
31,  1829 
30,  1829 

30,  1829 

31,  1829 

30,  1829 

31,  1829 
31,  1829 
31,  1829 
30,  1829 

30,  1829 

31,  1829 
30,  1829 

30,  1829 

31,  1829 
30,  1829 

30,  1829 

31,  1829 
30,  1829 
30,  1829 
30,  1829 
30,  1829 

30,  1829 

31, '29) 
system  j 
31,1829 
30,  1829 


c^  O  O 


S320  40 

2,41()  32 

1,;')9(1  30 

1.000  33 

1,(!21  03 

1(35  42 

093  96 

232  62 

307  42 

8,.540  28 

23,334  26 

20,760  18 

6,206  98 

429  98 

8.5  53 

161  40 

10,794  87 

680  98 

4,175  02 

14,1157  3:; 

1,262  70 

4,101  07 

883  35 

4,347  36 


Receivers'  nuarterly  accounts. 


Period  to  wliicli     Period  to  which 
rendered.  adjusted. 


750  62 
5,574  95 


.Sept.  30,  1829 
Sept.  30,  1829 
.Sept.  30,  1829 
Sept.  30,  1829 
Sept.  30,  1829 
Sept.  30,  1829 
Sept.  30,  1829 
Sept.  30,  1829 
Sept.  30,  1S29 
June  30,  1829 
Sept.  14,  1829 
Sept.  30,  1829 
Sept.  30,  1829 
Sept.  30,  1829 
Sept.  30,  1829 
Sept.  30,  1829 
Sept.  30,  1829 
Sept.  30,  1829 
.Sept.  30,  1829 
June  30,  1829 
Sept.  30,  1829 
.^I'pt.  30,  1S29 
Sept.  30,  1829 
Se^it.  30,  1829 
(  Sept.  30,  '29 
[  Imperfect .  . 

Mar.  31,  1829 

Sept.  30,  1829 
Set  it.  30,  1S29 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
June 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
June 
*Sept. 
.Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
June 
Scpit. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
.Sept. 


30,  1S29. 
30,  1829. 
30,  1.S29. 
30,  1829. 
30,  1829. 
30,  1829. 
30,  1829. 
30,  1829. 
30,  1829. 
30,  1829. 
14,  1829. 
30,  1829. 
30,  1829. 
30,  1829 
30,  1829. 
30,1829. 
30,  1829. 
30,1829. 
30,  1S29. 
30,  is2'.t. 
30,  1829. 
30,1829. 
30,1829. 
30,  1829. 


fMar.  31,  "29. 


•Date  of  the  iinal  i|iiaiterly  account  of  the  late  receiver. 
fThe  accounts  for  tlie  2d  aud  3d  quarters,  1829,  rece'.ved 
too  late  for  adjustment. 


J  No  credit  system  retu 
from  the  receiver,  who  is 


rns  received  since 
ibsent  without  Ic, 


JMar. 

Sept. 
Sept. 

Marcli 
ivc. 


31,  1829. 

30,  m29. 
30.1829. 

•M,  1S29, 


PUBLIC    LANDS. 


[No.  148. 


A — Continued. 


Land  office?. 


Sparta 

Washington  .  . 

Augusta 

Mount  Sahis  .  . 
New  Orleans  . 
Opelousas  .  . . . 

Ouachita 

St.  Helena.  . . . 

Detroit 

Monroe 

Batesville  .  . . . 
Little  Eock . . . 
Tallahassee .  .  . 
St.  Augustine. 


State  or  Territory. 


Alabama  .  . 
Mississippi 
....do 


....do 

....do 

Michigan  Ter'j' 
....do 


Arkansas  Ter'y 

....do 

Florida  Ter'y.. 
....do 


Monthly  returns. 


Registers'  period 
to  which  ren- 
dered. 


Sept.  30, 
Sept.  30, 
Sept.  30, 
Sept.  30, 
July  31, 
Sept.  30, 
Sept.  30, 
No  sales. 
Oct.  31, 
Oct.  31, 
Sept.  30, 
Sept  30, 
Sept.  30, 
No  sales. 


1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 

1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 
1829 


Receivers'  period 
to  which  ren- 
dered. 


Sept.  30,  1829 
May  31,  1829 
Sept.  30,  1829 
Aug.  31,  1829 
Sept.  30,  1829 
Sept.  30,  1829 
Sept.  30,  1829 

Oct.  31,  1829 
Oct.  31,  1829 
Sept.  30,  1829 
Sept.  30,  1829 
Auff.  31,  18 '-'9 


u  a 


$1,334  98 
5,050  97 


15,217  77 

231  65 

15,095  98 

2,260  38 

5,736  62 

4,775  .35 

2,166  74 

1,841  03 

9,867  99 


Receivers'  quarterly  accounts. 


Period  to  which 
rendered 


Sept. 
Mar. 
Sept. 
June 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 


30,  1829 

31,  1829 
30,  1829 
30,  1829 
30,  1829 
30,  1829 
20,  1829 


Sept.  30,  1829 
Sept.  30,  1829 
Sept.  30,  1829 
Sept.  30,  1829 
June  30,  1829 


Period  to  which 
adjusted. 


Sept.  30, 1829. 
*Mar.  31,1829. 
tSept.30, 1829. 

June  30, 1829. 
tSept.  30, 1829. 

Sept.  30, 1829. 

Sept.  30, 1829. 

Sept.  30, 1829. 
Sept.  30, 1829. 
Sept.  30,  1829. 
Sept.  30, 1829. 
§June  30,1829. 


'=■  No  regular  accounts  received  from  the  receiver  since  March 
31,  1829. 

f  The  receiver  states  a  balance  in  his  favor. 


J  The  register  absent  with  permission. 
§The  receiver  absent  with  permission. 


GEORGE  GRAHAM,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 
Treasury  Department,  General  Land  Office,  November  21,  1829. 


B. 

Exhibit  in  relation  to  the  public  lands  for  the  year  1828  and  tite  half  year  ending  June  30,  1829. 


'V 

Oj 

-^3  73    1) 

^    i  '13 

a 

.a 

>■    ^    OJ 

"o 

O 

^  a 

'oj 

O 

Periods. 

quantity 
sold. 
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to 
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Ac7-es. 

Year  1828 

965,600.36 

$1,221,357  99 

$18,140  99 

$1,239,498  98 

$78,879  40 

$95,765  58 

$1,018,308  75 

First  and  2d  quar- 

ters of  1829. .. 

487,359.54 

609,936  31 

164,710  02 

774,646  33 

121,962  28 

48,337  43 

604,052  29 

Aggregate 

1,452,959.90 

1,831,294  30 

182,851  01 

2,014,145  31 

200,841  68 

144,103  01 

1,022,301  04 

The  column  of  "  incidental  expenses"  includes  salaries,  commissions,  and  contingent  expenses  of  the 
several  land  offices,  also  expense  of  examining-  land  offices,  and  is  increased  by  allowances  made  for 
clerk  hire  and  transportation  of  public  monej'S,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  Congress 
to  that  effect  passed  May  22,  1826. 

GEO.  GRAHAM,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 
Treasury  Department,  General  Land  Office,  November,  1829. 


Little  Rock,  ArL-ansas  Territory,  October  10,  1829. 
Sir  :  It  was  impossible  to  induce  such  a  person  from  New  Orleans  to  attend  at  Little  Rock  as  would 
have  rendered  the  United  States  any  service.  I  determined,  therefore,  though  at  a  considerable  sacrifice, 
to  come  myself,  and  arrived  here  last  Monday,  the  day  indicated  in  Mr.  Roane's  letter  as  that  on  which  the 
court  of  this  Territory  would  sit  to  try  land  claims  ;  but  the  court  adjourned  until  Monday  next,  without 
doing  any  business.  I  determined  to  stay  until  that  day,  although  my  engagements  in  Louisiana  render 
it  impossible  I  should  stay  longer. 


1829.]  OPERATIONS    OF   THE    LAND    SYSTEM,    ETC. 


I  regret  to  inform  you  that  the  impositions  ]irai-tiiTil  on  Ihc  I'nilcd  States  have  liccn  much  more 
extensive  tlian  you  supposed  when  you  wrote  to  me.  The  ailjiidieations  in  favor  of  what  are  eahed  Bowie 
claims  in  tlie  list,  whieli  you  enclosed  to  me,  amount  to  si.xly-tin-ee  ;  but  I  tind  that  decrees  in  favor  of  oiio 
hundred  and  seventeen  of  those  claims  were  rendered  from  the  IDlh  to  the  24th  of  Decemlier,  LS'il. 
Enclosed  von  have  a  list  of  the  names  assumecl  and  the  (|Uautities  conlirnied.  Tlie  claims  tiius  conlirmed, 
amountin,^  to  upwards  of  (Ul.OOO  acres,  are  lloatinsj;  throuf^h  the  Territory,  to  be  located  on  the  best 
unappro]u-iated  lands  in  any  (luantities  above  eighty  acres  ;  it  having  been  proved  and  decreed  in  every 
case  that  tiie  land  conceded  by  the  Spanish  governor  had  been  appropriated  by  the  United  States. 

An  order  of  court  was  made  on  the  9th  of  October,  1828,  authori/.ing  the  eluimants  to  withdraw  their 
original  papers  on  filing  copies  ;  but  iiftj'-eight  of  the  originals  are  still  on  file,  which  1  have  seen.  1 
have  stated  to  Jlr.  Roane  that,  if  he  can  by  any  means  obtain  a  revision  of  the  claims,  and  can  send  the 
original  papers,  which  I  have  seen,  and  the  others  which  have  been  withdrawn,  (but  which  there  is  no 
doubt  were  precisely  similar,)  to  N(!W  Orleans,  with  a  commission  to  take  testimony,  I  can  ]iro\e  them, 
by  a  great  many  witnesses  of  the  highest  character  and  standing,  to  lie  forgeries. 

But  you  will  sec  by  the  act  of  Congress  that  it  makes  no  ]irovision  for  further  proceedings.  The  time 
limited  for  appealing  has  elapsed  in  all  the  cases.  AVhether  the  principles  of  ])raetice  in  this  Territory 
would  authorize  a  revision  in  tiiis  court  I  am  ignorant.  The  attorney  of  the  United  States  seems  to  think 
it  possible,  but  speaks  hopelessly  of  the  undertaking,  on  account  of  the  number  of  the  parties  interested, 
some  of  them  innocent  purchasers,  and  the  limited  time  dnring  winch  the  powers  of  the  court  will  e.xist 
under  the  law.  I  have  expressed  to  him  the  wish  of  the  government  that  the  revision  should  be  attempted 
if  there  is  a  probability  of  success.     This  is  the  extent  of  my  powers. 

On  the  supposition  that  the  only  existing  remedy  is  the  exercise  of  the  powers  of  government  at 
Washington,  I  will  now  give  yon  some  information  that  may  be  useful,  and  perhaps  nnire  when  I  return 
to  New  Orleans. 

The  Bowie  claims  filed  amounted  to  lit  that  have  been  confirmed  ;  seven  still  on  the  docket,  calling 
for  upwards  of  20,000  acres  ;  and  188  claims,  which,  on  the  24th  ot  October,  182S,  were  struck  from  the 
docket  because  the  parties  neglected  to  give  security  for  costs.  The  whole  of  these  claims  were  filed  in 
November,  1827,  and  the  111  were  confirmed  within  a  month  afterwards.  It  is  unfortunate  that  but  two 
of  the  judges  of  the  Territorj-  (Judges  Trimble  and  Johnson)  were  present  on  the  trial  of  the  cases,  their 
importance  requiring  the  wisdom  and  care  of  a  full  court.  The  other  judge  was  unavoidably  absent. 
The  attorney  of  the  United  States,  as  apjiears  by  a  bill  of  exceptions,  expressed  Jiis  ignorance  of  tlio 
character  of  the  claims,  that  he  thought  evidence  might  be  obtained  to  resist  them,  and  asked,  unsuccess- 
fully, time  for  investigation  and  to  procure  testimony.  The  depositions  of  three  men,  John  Ilerberard, 
David  Devore,  and  Lemuel  Masters,  were  taken  and  filed  in  each  of  the  124  cases  confirmed  and  pending. 
The  depositions  in  everj'  other  case  were  but  copies,  substantial!}-,  and  in  general  literally,  of  that  filed 
in  the  first,  except  the  name  of  the  claimant.  Enclosed  j'ou  have  copies  of  their  depositions  in  one  case, 
there  being  no  other  testimony  in  any  of  the  cases.  That  every  one  of  the  confirmed  claims  should  have 
happened  to  fall  on  lands  in  this  Territory  appropriated  liy  the  United  States,  and  that  these  witnesses 
from  Louisiana  should  have  known  it,  ought  to  have  excited  surjirise  ;  and  the  absurdity  of  the  supposi- 
tion that  they  should  have  personally  known  so  many  individuals  who  petitioned  for  lands  in  Upper 
Louisiana  from  1785  to  1798,  and  who  were  all  living  petitioners  by  attorney  before  their  court  in  1827, 
should  have  struck  the  judges;  and  the  depositions  of  these  witnesses  having  been  impeached  by  nature, 
should  have  been  discredited  by  the  court. 

The  claims  are  founded  on  pretended  requetes  and  orders  of  survey  purporting  to  be  signed  by 
Governors  Miro  and  Gayoso.  I  have  stated  to  you  that  those  governors  kept  journals  of  all  their  orders  of 
survey,  which  are  duly  certified,  and  in  my  possession  ;  therefore,  Heberard's  belief  that  they  were  burnt 
or  deported  by  the  Spaniards  is  unfounded. 

But  the  requetes  and  orders  of  survey  themselves  exhibit  abundant  internal  evidence  of  their  falsitj-. 
The  signature  of  Manuel  Gayoso  de  Lemos,  who  always  wrote  his  name  in  full,  and  in  a  fine  hand,  is  but 
miserably  imitated.     I  brought  with  me  many  of  his  genuine  signatures  to  make  the  comparison. 

Governor  Miro  generally  wrote  his  name  Estevan  Miro  in  full,  though  sometimes  he  signed  "Miro" 
alone.  It  is  the  last  signature  which  has  been  counterfeited  in  every  instance,  and  the  counterfeiter,  by 
long  habit,  (for  it  commenced  just  after  the  war,  when  Mr.  Harper  was  first  appointed,  with  the  claims  of 
Gabo  Felice,  Labvada  and  otliers,)  has  learnt  to  imitate  those /0!/r /c//'TS  ver^y  well.  But  Miro  wrote  a 
free,  careless,  quick  hand;  the  counterfeiter  has  invariably  written  slowly,  with  great  care,  and  generally 
pointed. 

A  comparison  of  the  requetes  plainly  proves  that  there  could  not  have  been  employed  nnu-e  than  four, 
and  I  think  but  two  hands  in  draughting  and  signing  them,  although  they  purport  to  be  the  petitions  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty-four  persons,  written  and  signed  by  themselves  at  dilferent  times  during  fifteen 
years.  They  all  purport  to  write  good  hands  and  sign  their  names  well,  although  proved  by  Heberard, 
who  swears  he  knew  them  to  have  been  to  a  great  extent  hunters  and  trappers  in  Upper  Louisiana,  while 
it  is  notorious  that,  before  the  change  of  government,  but  few  people  at  the  posts  of  Arkansas  and 
Ouachita,  except  the  public  officers,  could  write  their  names.  In  the  writing  of  the  requetes  scarcely  any 
effort  is  made  to  imitate  the  Spanish  character,  although  purporting  to  liave  been  written  by  so  many 
Spaniards  ;  the  character  of  the  writing  is  evidently  American. 

There  is  one  class  of  these  requetes  which,  from  the  writing  and  other  circumstances,  I  judge  to  have 
been  executed  by  the  same  person,  in  which  three  of  the  most  common  words  in  business  relative  to  lands 
are  spelled  crroneoush- — tiera  for  tii^rra,  omitting  an  r;  ordinmria  for  ordinaria,  adding  a  letter,  and  in  fact 
a  syllable;  and  profondidad  for  profimdidad.  The  class  in  which  this  error  appears  runs  tlirough  the  whole 
period  from  1785  to  1798.  If  they  were  genuine,  then  it  would  present  this  remarkable  fact,  tliat  a  great 
many  diflerent  persons,  residing  at  diflerent  places,  and  writing  their  petitions  at  diflerent  times,  during 
fifteen  years,  should  have  committed  the  same  error  in  spelling  the  same  three  words,  which  they  happen 
to  use  in  their  petitions  :  for  bear  in  mind  that  these  petitions  all  purport  to  have  been  written  by  the 
petitioners  themselves,  and  are  signed  in  the  same  handwriting  in  which  they  are  written. 

I  took  a  petition  or  requete,  purporting  to  have  been  addressed  to  Miro  in  1788,  and  laid  it  liy  the 
side  of  one  purporting  to  have  been  written  and  signed  by  another  individual,  addressed  to  Gayoso,  in 
1798,  and  thej'  were  as  evidently  in  the  same  handwriting,  signatures  and  all,  as  two  signatures  of  the 
same  cashier.  The  same  good  language  was  used,  and  the  same  bad  words  in  the  same  places,  and  the 
same  words  in  the  same  places  were  spelled  erroneously  in  the  same  particulars.  I  repeated  this  com- 
parison with  the  same  result  in  several  instances. 
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You  will  observe  that,  of  the  claims  presented  to  you  for  patents,  a  great  many  are  for  5G0  arpents, 
and  of  the  confirmed  claims  not  reported  to  you  many  are  for  the  same  quantity.  The  petitioner  in  these 
cases  prayed  for  14  arpents  front,  by  the  ordinary  depth,  -which,  multijilied,  produces  the  quantity  of 
560  arpents.  The  Spanish  word  for  fourteen  is  catorce;  the  spelling  in  the  requetes  for  this  quantity 
is  invariably  carto.so  con  profondidad  ordini'aria.  But  what  is,  if  possible,  more  conclusive  of  the  forgery, 
the  Spanish  governors  in  their  orders  of  survey  invariably  adopt  the  same  bad  spelling  contained  in  the 
requiite,  carto.se  profondidad  ordiniaria.  The  spelling  of  numbers  is  generally  bad  in  the  governor's 
orders  of  survej',  the  counterfeiters  having,  probably,  a  genuine  order  to  copy  from,  but  not  calling  for 
tlie  quantities  he  wished;  thus,  he  writes  dose  lor  dore,  trese  for  trece,  dies'  for  diez,  and  in  almost  all  of 
them  there  are  other  inaccuracies  ;  thus,  mans'o  is  written  for  niarzo,  establc.sor  for  establcrer,  ciendo  for 
.siendo,  esta-parta  very  often  for  csta  parte,  and  los  limetes  almost  always.  Uneducated  as  the  Spaniards 
generally  were,  I  have  never  seen  a  genuine  order  of  a  Spanish  governor  which  contained  an  erroneous 
word  or  letter.  In  one  series  of  these  orders  of  survey,  (I  call  a  series  those  written  in  the  same  liand,) 
the  name  of  Lavcau  Trudeau,  the  surveyor  general,  is  invariably  spelled  Lav/eau  Trudieau,  and  Orleans, 
Orli'ans,  errors  that  no  clerk  in  the  oftice  of  a  Spanish  governor  ever  committed,  and  which  at  least  would 
have  been  corrected  before  signing. 

I  laid  orders  of  survey,  purporting  to  have  been  given  by  j\Iiro  in  1788,  liy  the  side  of  (jrders  pur- 
])orting  to  have  been  given  by  (layoso  in  1798.  Tliey  were,  word  fir  word  and  letter  liir  letter,  (ortho- 
graphical errors  not  excepted,)  alike,  and  the  comparison  left  no  doubt  that  they  had  been  written  by  the 
same  hand,  with  tiie  same  jien,  and  with  the  same  ink.  If  the  same  clerk  had  served  both  Miro  and 
Gayoso  at  those  dilferent  periods,  (which,  however,  is  not  the  fact,)  it  is  impossible  that  his  hand  should 
not  have  changed  more  in  ten  years.  Miireover,  these  orders  of  survey  are  not  in  the  handwriting  of  any 
clerk  of  either  Mircj  or  Gayoso  whose  writing  I  have  ever  seen,  and  I  think  I  have  seen  the  handwriting 
of  all  who  had  any  connexion  with  the  land  department.  Every  one  of  these  orders  of  survey,  through 
a  series  of  fifteen  years,  were  directed  to  Trudeau,  although  he  never  was  in  this  Territorj',  n(jr  directed 
the  surveys  here;  the  few  orders  of  survey  that  were  reallj^  given  for  lands  within  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas  were  invariably  given  to  the  commandants  of  the  posts. 

These  orders  of  survey  are  for  lands  above  this  ])lace,  also  on  White  river,  on  the  Cache  Black  river, 
St.  Francis,  &c.  It  is  almost  as  notorious  that  the  Spanish  governors  never  made  concessions  in  those 
countries  as  that  they  never  granted  lands  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Those  countries  were  unknown, 
except  to  tlie  natives  and  demi-savages,  in  the  time  <if  Miro.  I  have  conversed  with  Colnnel  Sylvauus 
Phillips,  who  sef^tled  at  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Francis  about  the  j-ear  1797.  lie  ascended  the  Arkansas 
about  that  time;  there  wore  no  settlements  above  this  place.  There  were  two  Frenchmen,  named  Tessier 
and  Duplasse,  living  at  the  moutii  of  Cache  river,  and  no  other  settlements  in  that  direction.  He  did  not 
at  that  period  hear  any  person  inquiring  for  lands  in  the  interior,  and  never  heard  of  any  of  the  persons 
mentioned  in  tlie  enclosed  list.  In  fact,  the  commandants,  by  direction  of  the  governor,  restrained  the 
settlements  to  the  vicinity  of  the  jjosts  for  the  security  and  convenience  of  the  whole.  Colonel  PJnllips 
was  himself  (jrdered  in  to  the  post  of  Arkansas  from  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Francis  as  late  as  the  year 
1799.  Having  been  a  good  deal  engaged  in  land  speculations  himself,  he  would  certainly  have  known  it 
if  any  attempts  had  been  made  to  appropriate  the  lands  up  these  rivers.  Major  Fran9ois  Vauginc  was 
the  son-in-law  of  the  Conmiandant  Valiere,  and  the  Commandant  Chalmitte  married  his  sister.  He  must 
possess  ample  information  to  refute  all  these  claims.  He  lives  near  Mr.  Roane,  and  I  have  urged  the 
hitter  to  acquire  from  Jiim,  and  to  communicate  to  you  or  the  Attorney  General  all  tlie  information 
he  can. 

I  have  copied,  and  enclosed  heicwilh,  a  Spanisli  order  of  survey,  which  is  substantially,  and  almost 
literally,  the  form  of  nine  out  of  ten  of  all  the  orders  (if  survey  issued  by  Miro,  Gayoso,  or  Carondelet. 
Under  it  is  a  literal  copy  of  one  of  the  orders  in  the  Bowie  claims,  from  which  all  the  others  filed  scarcely 
vary,  as  far  as  I  have  examined  them,  and  the  examination  has  lieen  indiscriminate;  l)y  which  3'ou 
observe  that  in  these  pretended  orders  tlie  conditions  tiiat  the  land  is  vacant,  that  the  grantee  shall  not 
injure  tlie  adjacent  proprietors,  that  he  shall  make  the  road  in  one  year,  and  tliat  the  concessions  shall  be 
null  if  th(^  land  is  not  settled  in  three  years,  all  prescribed  by  the  general  regulations  of  the  province,  are 
invariably  omitted.  And  this  omission  was  designed,  because,  if  the  conditions  liad  been  expressed  on 
the  face  of  tlie  orders,  adjudications  could  not  have  been  made  in  their  favor  without  proof  of  compliance 
with  the  conditions.  The  attempt  to  antiquate  and  disfigure  the  pajier  are  awkward  and  manifest.  I 
saw  some  sheets  in  which  the  first  or  interior  page  wliieli  contained  the  writing  was  very  old,  while  tlie 
fourth  or  exterior  page,  which  was  exposed,  was  quite  fresli;  others  had  manifestly  been  dipped  in  Red 
river  or  Arkansas;  in  two  that  I  saw  the  coloring  matter  had  scaled  oft'  in  spots,  and  left  the  writing  and 
paiier  as  fresh  as  when  new;  in  some  the  folds  were  rubbed  through,  while  the  outside  leaf,  within  an 
inch  of  tlie  rent,  was  as  stiff  and  strong  as  ever.  The  tout  ensemble,  to  an  eye  accustomed  to  sec  ancient 
Spanish  documents,  would  produce  tlie  instant  and  undoubted  conviction  of  their  falsity. 

Another  evidence  of  the  falsity  of  these  claims  is,  that  an  individual  came  here  some  time  ago  with 
one  hundred  similar  claims,  whicii  were  seen  by  several  citizens,  and  was  deterred  from  filing  them  by 
the  suspicions  that  had  been  excited  as  to  those  already  filed. 

Tlie  fact  that  188  of  those  claims  filed  have  been  abandoned  proves  the  falsity  of  the  whole.  It  is 
true  Bowie  has  an  agent  here  now,  and  I  heard  the  clerk  of  tlie  court  read  a  letter  from  him,  requesting 
that  these  claims  might  be  reinstated,  and  offering  security  for  the  costs.  But  this  cannot  be  done  now 
the  time  for  filing  petitions  under  the  hiw  having  elapsed.  Tlie  limited  time  surely  would  not  have  been 
permitted  to  pass  without  an  effort  on  behalf  of  the  claimants,  if  there  had  lieen  any  reality  in  thyh- 
claims.  Why  the  law  creating  this  tribunal  was  extended  by  the  act  of  the  24th  of  May,  1828,  I  can- 
not conceive;  except  the  Bowie  claims,  there  were  but  two  adjudications  at  the  December  term  in  1827 
and  not  an  adjudication  has  been  made,  or  a  jietition  fileil  since.  There  were  not  fifty  other  claims  pre- 
sented to  the  court  since  its  organization,  and  most  of  them,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  witliout  any  just 
foundation.  So  that  the  law  establishing  the  tribunal  was  a  bad  one,  as  the  rt'sult  has  awfully  i.)i'oved- 
and  so  are  all  laws  establishing  tribunals  before  which  individuals  may  cite  their  government.  The 
government  of  a  country  should  act  for  itself,  and  as  it  is  presumed  to  be  just,  and  even  generous  to 
individuals,  otherwise  it  should  be  dissolved.  The  judges  of  such  tribunals  too  often  adopt"tlie  baneful 
priiicijile  that,  as  judges,  they  may  see,  through  the  lights  of  law  and  evidence,  that  to  be  true,  whicli  as 
individuals,  they  know  to  be  false;  and  to  conceive  that  these  lamps  were  given  to  lead  them 'into  dark- 
ness instead  of  illumination. 

I  shall  stop  here  until  Monday,  to  obtain,  if  possible,  a  continuation  of  the  Bowie  cases  ponding  in 
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court,  and  commissions  in  ciicli  of  llicni  to  iwiiminc^  witnesses  in  New  Orleans.  'I'liere  aic  se\cn  nf  ilmsc 
cases  still  pendinj;',  embracing'  upwards  nl'  twenty  (lioiisand  arres  nl'  land.  'The  atlcrney  "!'  llie  I  niled 
States  lias  no  doubt  the  court  will  reject  them,  alUumgh  the  de|M'siliun  ul'  the  same'  three  wilnesses  ^s  im 
file  in  each  of  the  cases,  as  stronj;-  and  uniniiieaciied,  as  in  anj-  df  thos('  tiiat  have  lieen  Cdnliimed.  I 
have,  however,  iirg'cd  him  not  to  go  to  trial,  if  possible,  but  to  re(inirt'  tin;  original  cdneessions  ui  be  fded, 
to  obtain  orders  for  commissions  to  Now  Orleans,  accomiianied  by  the  original,  and  ha\c  them  Ihorenghly 
proved  counterfeits;  I'or,  even  if  they  are  rejei'ted,  the  elainiaiils  will  certainly  appeal,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  with  success,  if  a  transcript  of  the  reconl  g(ns  up  i]i  its  jiresc^nl  state.  Men  nf  the  deepest  thonght, 
as  well  as  the  Bowies,  arc  embarked  in  this  busim-ss. 

1 'fear  thej'  are  meditating  something  to  increase  ami  sanetiun  lh<-ir  claims  just  as  the  hiw  expires. 
Dciiend  upon  it,  an  tnince  of  prevention  will  be  worth  a  werid  of  cure.  In  my  opinion,  the  a|ipeal  that 
has  already  been  taken  in  the  case  of  Francis  Degiie  against  the  United  States,  and  is  now  jiending 
before  the  Supreme  Court,  should  not  be  tried  on  its  merits;  it  nmst  necessarily  be  decided  against  the 
United  States,  not  for  1,000  arpents,  the  ([uantity  which  the  judges  have  thought  expressed  in  the  suiiposed 
order  of  survey,  (as  you  will  see  liy  their  opinion,)  but  for  3,200  arjients,  the  real  quantity  exiu-esse(l. 
It  would  necessarily  be  deciiled  against  the  United  States,  because  nothing  but  a  transcript  oi'  the  papers 
has  been  sent  to  the  Supreme  Court.  The  copy  of  the  order  of  survey  will  appear  fair,  and  ncithing  in 
the  transcript  casts  a  shade  of  susidcion  niioii  it.  On  the  contrary,  threes  witnesses  swear  to  the  genuine- 
ness of  tiie  governor's  signature;  and  their  character  and  their  testimony  is  entirely  unimpeached.  'J'lie 
decree  would  necessarily  be  ailirmed,  and  thus  the  sanction  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uiuted  States 
would  be  given  to  all  these  spurious  claims.  It  is  the  very  thing  in  wliicli  the'  claimants  desire  and 
intend  to  overreach  us,  and  will  succeed  in  this,  or  some  other  shajH',  if  our  vigilance  is  not  ever  on  the 
alert. 

It  is  for  our  superiors  at  Washington  to  devise  the  remedy  for  the  evil  already  done.  1  (luestion 
much  if  it  is  not  a  subject  of  sufficient  importance  to  occupy  the  attention  of  Congress.  The  government 
have  l.ieen  defrauded  out  of  60,000  acres  of  land  in  this  Territory.  The  parties  have  the  right  to  select 
the  lands,  by  the  decrees  of  the  court,  and  are  doing  so  in  quantities  as  small  as  ei.ichty  acres,  enabling 
them  to  pick  the  Territory.  The  government  were,  in  like  manner,  at  the  land  ollice  in  New  Orleans, 
defrauded  out  of  00,000  acres  of  as  good  lands  as  are  in  Louisiana.  Whether  sinular  practices  were 
attempted  at  the  other  land  oflices  in  Limisiana  and  the  States  of  jNIississippi  and  Alabama,  I  know  not; 
but  when  1  rellect  on  the  insatiable  character  of  successful  fraud,  I  cannot  doubt  but  that  similar  attem[)ts 
will  be  made  in  Florida,  and  at  every  other  place  which  may  afford  the  least  prospect  of  success. 

A  resolution  of  Congress  might  be  adopted,  directing  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Oflico 
not  to  issue  patents  in  susj>ecled  cases,  until  the  oiiginal  reiiuetes  and  orders  of  survey  were  deposited 
in  your  oflice,  and  ascertained  to  be  genuine;  and  that  the  Laml  Committee  of  Congress  should  inquire 
into  the  frauds  practiced  in  relation  to  the  public  lands,  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  The 
clerk  of  this  court  should  be  sent  for,  with  the  minutes  of  the  court,  and  all  documents  (jf  every  descrip- 
tion on  tile  in  the  list  of  claims  I  have  sent  you.  The  journals  of  the  orders  of  survey  in  my  ollice,  keiit 
by  Governors  Miro  and  Gayoso,  should  be  sent  for;  and  also  the  lion.  Charles  Tessier,  of  Baton  liouge, 
and  Jean  Mercier,  of  New  Orleans,  the  land  clerks  of  Governor  Gayoso,  and  such  other  persons  and 
papers  as  might  alford  useful  information. 

The  expense  would  be  great;  but  if  it  is  not  incurred,  or  some  other  means  adojited  of  successfully 
resisting  these  frauds,  the  lamentable  fact  will  be  established  that  this  government,  with  all  its  resources 
and  powers,  can  be  successfully  plundered  by  tlic  most  unparalleled  forgery,  perjury,  and  subornation; 
and  that  great  actors  in  the  villany  luaj'  roll  in  wealth,  whilst  an  honest  man  and  woman  may  labor 
their  lifetime  in  these  woods  to  acquire  a  quarter  section  of  land  for  their  children,  and  perhaps  tinally 
fail  because  they  could  not  accumulate  $200  in  addition  to  the  support  of  their  families.  And  this  fact 
will  be  practiced  upon  by  the  vicious,  or  rather  is  now  practiced  upon  in  shapes  beyond  the  ken  of  our 
imagination,  to  the  incalculable  corruption  of  the  morals  of  the  country.  As  to  the  iaet  that  many  of 
these  claims  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  innocent  purchasers,  it  is  worthy  of  serious  consideration,  for 
the  greatest  efforts  have  been  made  to  distribute  them;  but  I  have  no  doubt,  where  one  is  in  the  hands  of 
an  individual  entirely  deceived,  three  are  in  the  possessi(in  of  persons  who  had  sufficient  reason  to  be  on 
their  guard,  and  prudence  plainly  dictated  to  all  to  purchase  of  the  United  States.  Forgery  creates  no 
rights  (the  most  ignorant  man  knows)  in  contests  between  individuals,  but  taints  all  subsequent  transfers. 
Why,  then,  should  it  be  taken  for  granted  that  it  can  create  rights  where  the  government  is  concerned? 
If  a  single  patent  should  be  delivered,  it  will  corrupt  a  commuiuty,  and  embark  them  on  the  side  of  the 
actors  in  these  crimes  against  the  public  officers.  If  it  is  declared  at  once  that  no  patents  will  be  issued 
on  account  of  the  forgerj-,  those  who  suffer  will  turn  their  anger  against  the  true  cause  of  their  injuty. 
But  what  is  to  be  done  should  be  done  at  once.  Every  day's  delay  increases  the  evil,  and  renders  it  more 
dilHcult  to  redress.  It  should  be  at  once  determined  to  prohibit  investigation,  and  quiet  the  fears  of  those 
who  are  innocent  purchasers,  or  to  pursue  it  with  energy  to  success. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c.. 


ISAAC  T.  I'RESTON. 


Georce  Graium,  Esq.,  C'onimi!<sioner  of  the  General  Land  Offiee. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  I  T.  Preston  to  the  Commis:<ioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  dated  October, 

19,  1S29. 

"The  Mississim  IJiver,   OctolK^  19,   1829. 

"  Sir:  I  wrote  you  at  length  from  Little  Rock,  giving  you  all  the  information  I  could  obtain  relative 
to  the  spurious  land  claims  wdiich  had  been  confirmed  at  that  place,  and  will  thank  you  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  my  letter. 

"The  court"of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  sat  on  ilonday,  the  12th  instant.  Finding  fifty-eight  orders 
of  survey  on  file  in  the  clerk's  office,  out  of  the'  117  that  had  been  confirmed,  I  determined,  after  the  best 
reflection  I  could  give  the  subject,  that  it  was  for  the  interest  of  the  United  States,  and  my  duty,  to  make 
affidavit  that  they  were  counterfeited,  and  the  foundation  of  an  order  of  court  that  they  should  be  detained 
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in  the  custody  of  the  court;  for  there  was  on  record  an  order  of  court  authorizing  tlie  parties  interested 
to  withdraw  them,  and  fifty-nine  had  already  been  witlidrawn.  I  therefore  made  and  deposited  in  court 
an  aflidavit,  the  substance  of  wliich  is  enclosed,  and  the  court  made  an  order  that  those  original  documents 
slioukl  remain  on  file  until  the  further  order  of  the  court. 

"  The  attorney  of  the  United  States  also  obtained  orders  of  the  court  that  the  original  papers  should 
be  filed  in  the  cases  pending,  and  that  commissions  should  be  scut  to  New  Orleans,  accompanied  by  them, 
to  obtain  testimony. 

"ISAAC  T.  PRESTON." 
The  aflidavit  referred  to  in  the  aforegoing  letter  is  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Terbitory  of  Arkansas,  Pulaski  counlij: 

Isaac  T.  Preston,  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say  that  he  has 
been  employed  by  the  government  to  investigate  certain  claims  to  lands  confirmed  under  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  2Gth  of  May,  1824,  and  the  22d  of  May,  I82G.  In  that  capacity  deponent  has  examined 
the  records  of  the  superior  court  of  Arkansas,  in  which  decrees  have  been  rendered  in  favor  of  the 
claimants;  by  which  search  he  has  been  able  to  find  and  see  the  supposed  original  requetes  and  orders  of 
survey,  winch  arc  the  foundations  of  the  claims  in  the  following  cases: 


George  Leonard, 
Cyprien  Metoyer, 
Zeiio  Grillette, 
James  Huard, 
Juan  Vacliier, 
Joseph  Talbot, 
Louis  Arnaud, 
Allen  Butter, 
Estevan  Escallian, 
Jose  Currino, 
Valdrc  Duplessis, 
Charles  Oliver, 
Celistin  Poirct, 
Juan  Luis  Deviel, 
Marafretc  Dubois, 
Francis  Radial, 
Ceprien  Dupre, 
Marcellin  Pontcnaut, 
Juan  Toledano, 


Thomas  Waller, 
Michel  Fontenaut, 
Manuel  Lastrop, 
George  Jinks, 
John  B.  Moussar, 
Louis  La  Branch, 
Pierre  Lattier, 
Valentine  Beau, 
Joseph  Cannon, 
Isaac  McDaniel. 
Martin  Duraldo, 
Jacques  B(jHsier, 
Jacques  Escophia, 
Edmond  De  La  Housa, 
Jacques  Lastrop, 
Bernardo  Sumpryrac, 
Valdro  Martin, 
Jeno  Bordaloii, 
John  Morian, 


Sasthcu  Clontier, 
Jose  Duralde, 
Morice  Moro, 
Thasemond  Landry, 
August  Genet, 
Lcander  Bayon, 
Gialgo  Moro, 
Baptiste  Thibodoau, 
Niciiolas  Babillian, 
Martin  Burgart, 
Charles  Laudro, 
Juan  Duburgh, 
Julian  Ducros, 
Michel  La  Burgois, 
Hugh  Howard, 
Jean  Aubert, 
John  Innis, 
Marcellin  Laysard, 
James  Jones. 


Deponent  is  well  acquainted  with  the  genuine  signatures  of  Governors  Miro  and  Gayoso,  having  a 
great  many  genuine  records  signed  by  them  in  his  oflice  as  register  of  the  land  oflice  at  New  Orleans, 
and,  moreover,  with  the  form,  writing,  and  spelling  of  orders  of  survey  issued  by  them.  Deponent  further 
says  that  he  has  in  his  charge,  at  Montgomery's  Landing,  a  regular  journal,  kept  by  Governor  Miro, 
of  the  orders  of  survey  issued  by  him,  certified  by  his  secretary,  D.  Lopez  de  Armesto;  and  also  a  regular 
journal,  kept  by  Governor  Gayoso,  of  the  orders  of  survey  issued  by  him,  certified  bj'  himself.  The 
supposed  orders  of  survey  in  the  above  cases  are  not  noted  in  either  of  those  journals,  as  deponent 
believes,  after  diligent  search  for  concessions  in  Arkansas.  Dcp(jnent  further  annexes  to  this  aflidavit 
three  genuine  orders  of  survey,  signed  by  Governor  Gaj'oso,  and  states,  for  the  information  of  the  court, 
that  the  orders  of  survey  now  on  file  in  this  court,  in  the  case  of  Jolm  Kepler  and  heirs  l'a  The  United 
States,  and  Miguel  Gumbecot  d.s.  The  United  States,  are  genuine,  and  signed  by  Governor  Miro.  Deponent 
further  states  that  tlie  internal  evidence  of  the  falsity  of  said  orders  he  will  exhibit  to  the  court,  in  open 
court  if  desired.  He  prays  the  attorney  of  the  United  States  may  put  his  application  in  duo  form,  that 
the  originals  on  file  may  be  kept  in  the  custody  of  the  court,  and  transmitted  to  New  Orleans,  with  commis- 
sions, to  take  the  testimony  of  Jean  Mercier  and  the  Hon.  Charles  Tessier,  the  clerks  of  Governor  Gayoso, 
attached  to  the  land  office,  and  of  other  persons  in  New  Orleans  of  the  highest  character,  and  whom 
deponent  can  produce,  acquainted  with  the  signatures  of  Governors  Miro  and  Gayoso,  and  also  with  the 
laws  and  customs  of  the  Spanish  government  of  Louisiana,  and  forms  and  manner  of  concessions. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed,  in  open  court,  this  12th  of  October,  1829. 

ISAAC  T.  PRESTON. 
D.  McKe.vney. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  BOUNTY  LAND  OFFICE  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  SEPTEMBER  30,  1829. 

Return  of  the  claima  tvhich  have  been  dcjMsi/ed  at  the  hoimtij  land  office  for  the  year  endinrj  Septendjer  30,  1829, 

for  services  rendered  during  the  revolutionary  war. 

Claims  suspended,  on  file  September  30,  1828 10 

Claims  received  from  October  1,  1828,  to  September  30,  1829,  inclusive 717 

Total 727 

Claims  fur  which  warrants  have  issued 174 

Claims  previously  satisfied 131 

Claims  not  entitled  to  land 252 

Claims  in  which  regulations  were  sent  to  enable  the  claimants  to  produce  proof 84 


1829.]                           OPERATIONS    OF   TUE    LAND    SYSTEM,    ETC.  9 

C'laini.s  ill  which  I'lulhcr  pnnif  was  rci|iiiriMl   4.4 

Chiiins  ill  wliieh  the  iih|iiiries  wi-ro  answciiMl :{(5 

Chiinis  on  tik',  suspcndeil li 
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Ah^lrwt  of  the  iu(mhcr  of'  >carfanl.-<  i<t>iii'd  fur  the  year  eiiiJiiui  Srjtlrnihcr  oO,  1829. 

1  lieiitoiiant  cokmol 4r)0 4.j() 

1  niajiir 400 400 

S  captains SOO 2,400 

];')  li.'iitoiiants 200 3,000 

2  ensig-ns loO 300 

1  rc.t;"iiiiciital  surgeon " 400 "      400 

14(5  rank  and  tik-  .  ." 100 14,000 


Total 174 21,550   acres. 


The  number  of  kind  warrants  signed  by  Generals  Knox  and  Dearborn,  which  remain  on  file,  is.  .  .  .  55 
The  number  of  claims  for  pay  under  the  act  of  May  15,  182S,  presented   by  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment for  cxaniiiiation 456 


Eeturn  of  claims  vMch  have  been  dej)oMted  at  the  hounty  land  office  for  (he  year  ending  September  30,  1829, y^jr 

sercices  rendered  during  the  late  tear. 

Claims  suspended  per  last  report 460 

Claims  received  from  October  1,  1828,  to  September  30,  1829,  inclusive 277 

Total 737 


Claims  for  which  warrants  have  issued 85 

Claims  previously  satisfied 55 

Claims  not  entitled  to  land 144 

Claims  in  which  further  evidence  was  required 30 

Claims  in  which  regulations  were  sent 98 

Claims  on  file,  suspended 325 


737 


Abstract  of  the  numljer  of  irai-rants  issued  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1829. 

First  class,  authorized  by  acts  of  December  24,  1811,  and  January  11,  1812 83 

Second  class,  authorized  by  act  of  December  10,  1814 2 

Total •        85 

^Vlle^eof,  of  the  first  description,  83  granted  of  160  acres  each 13,280 

Whereof,  of  the  second  description,  2  granted  of  320  acres  each 640 

Total  acres 13,920 


War  Department,  Bounty  Land  Office,  November  1,  1829. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  the  foregoing  report  of  the  business  and  proceedings  of  this 
ofiSce  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1829. 

And  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  GORDON. 
The  Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 

VOL.  VI 2  E 
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APPLICATIONS  OF  ALABAMA  FOR  RELIEF  OF  PURCHASERS,  P0.=;TP0NEMENT  AND  CHANGE 
OF  SALES,  AND  FOR  GRANTING  PRE-EMPTION  RIGHTS  TO  OCCUPANTS  OF  THE  PUB- 
LIC LANDS. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    DECEMREIl    21,    1829. 
JOINT  MEMORIAL  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  asking  rt  lief  for  the  purcljasers  of  public  lands,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Tu  the  honorable  Ihe.  Senate  and  Ilouae  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Stales  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  memorial  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Alabama  respectfully  represents  unto  j'our 
hdiiorahle  body  that  in  the  years  1818  and  1810,  for  the  purpose  of  contributing  to  tlie  revenue  of  the 
general  government,  large  quantities  of  the  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Alabama  were  offered  for  sale,  and 
8(ihl  to  numerous  purcliusers,  resident  citizens  thereof,  in  many  instances  at  tiie  most  extravagant  and 
e.\orl)itant  prices,  the  said  lands  liaving-  tlien  commanded  prices  which  are  ju.stlj'  and  correctlj'  estimated 
at  four  times  their  fair  and  intrinsic  vahie,  inasmuch  as  in  their  present  improved  c<indition  they  wnuld 
scarcely  bring  the  fourth  part  of  the  amount  at  which  they  were  originally  sold;  tliat  the  said  citi/.ens 
who  thus  purchased  at  the  said  sales  became  involved  in  heavy  jjecuniary  responsiliilities  to  the  govern- 
ment, which  they  solaced  fiiemselves  with  the  hope  that  industry  and  econoniy  would  remove.  This  ex- 
pectation has  proved  delusive.  A  sum  of  money  far  beyond  their  means  of  repayment  has  been  accumu- 
lated u|ion  them,  until  they  arc  constrained  to  c(M)template  their  imi)ending  and  irretrievable  ruin,  unless 
the  kind  and  liberal  hand  of  a  protecting  and  muniiicent  guvermnent  should  be  extended  to  them. 

Impressed  with  the  truth  tif  the  I'oregoing  statement,  _your  memorialists  deem  it  unnecessary  to  enter 
into  a  minute  detail  of  the  series  of  causes  and  events  which  have  produced  this  most  unhappy  result  : 
many  of  them  will  be  found  portrayed  in  striking  and  inqux'ssive  colors  in  the  memorials  heretofore  pre- 
sented to  J'our  honorable  body,  to  which,  with  becoming  del'erence,  they  again  refer  you.  But  they  feel 
they  would  be  doing  the  greatest  injustice  to  the  citizens  of  Alabama  if  they  were  wholly  to  omit  the 
exposition  of  some  of  the  most  prominent  circumstances  which  preceded  their  unfortunate  purchases  of 
land,  at  the  then  most  exorbitant  prices.  It  is  a  matter  which  none  can  controvert  that  a  few  years  pre- 
vious to  the  sales  of  public  lands  above  adverted  to  our  country  had  been  involved  in  an  extensive  war, 
which  drained  the  treasury  ol  the  United  States  of  a  large  portion  of  its  available  funds,  wdiich,  thus  with- 
drawn and  forced  into  a  promiscuous  circulation,  aiforded  more  money  to  our  citizens  than  their  necessi- 
ties required;  that  cotton,  the  great  staple  of  this  State,  commanded  between  twenty  and  thirty  cents  per 
pound;  that  an  unha]5]\y  banking  mania  then  pervaded  the  greater  part  of  the  Union;  that  numerous  banks 
were  then  established,  which  emitted  ]iaper  that  proved,  in  the  sequel,  to  be  the  mere  representation  of 
money,  to  a  very  large  amount,  and  which  then  formed  in  a  great  measure  the  circulating  medium  of  the 
country;  that  several  millions  of  Mississippi  stock  were,  at  the  same  time,  offered  for  sale,  and  purchased 
at  heavy  discounts,  which,  in  the  hands  of  the  holders,  could  onlj'  be  employed  or  invested  in  the  purchase 
fif  public  lands  in  Alabama;  and  that  the  value  of  lands  in  the  cotton-growing  part  of  the  countrj' was,  by 
the  most  prudent,  estimated  by  the  price  of  cotton — to  which  may  tlie  rage  for  land  speculation,  and,  indeed, 
speculation  of  every  description,  which  pervaded  this  and  every  other  country,  be  attributed;  the  antici- 
pated products  of  which  promised  to  gratify  the  avarice  of  the  most  covetous  and  miserly.  The  causes 
combined  subjected  many  of  our  best  and  most  prudent  citizens,  who  were  desirous  of  securing  to  them- 
selves settlements,  (which  they  then  hoped  woukl  be  permanent,)  to  all  the  disadvantages  incident  to 
unequal  competition  in  the  purchase  of  lands.  To  secure  their  lands,  tliey  promised  more  than  they  after- 
wards were  ibund  to  be  able  to  perform — a  part  thereof  in  cash,  and  the  balance  on  short  credits.  Before 
the  second  instalment  became  due  the  cotton  market  sustained  a  depression  of  upwards  of  twenty  cents 
per  pound,  which  awakened  them  to  the  sober  realities  of  their  situations,  and  convinced  them  that  their 
pleasing  anticipations  of  future  advancement  and  prosperitj'  were  not  only  fallacious,  but  that,  without 
adequate  relief  from  the  general  government,  the  sun  of  their  prosperity  was  forever  set.  From  the  diffi- 
culties and  perplexities  of  their  unhappy  situation  they  were,  however,  relieved  by  the  liberal  interposi- 
tion of  Congress,  which,  in  applying  the  corrective,  permitted  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  to  retain  such 
portion  of  the  lands  purchased  by  them  respectively  as  the  amount  of  the  payments  they  had  severally 
made  would  pay  for  at  the  stipulated  price,  to  relinquish  the  remainder  to  the  government,  or  to  retain  it, 
subject  to  a  liberal  and  generous  deduction  of  thirty-seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  of  the  principal  they  had 
contracted  to  pay.  This  liberal  measure  was  calculated  to  produce,  and  did  elicit,  the  warm  gratitude  of 
the  citizens  of  our  State:  they  felt  that  the  policy  of  the  government  strictly  accorded  with  the  true  inter- 
ests of  the  natiiiu;  that  in  the  policy  it  had  pursued  towards  them  it  tacitly  recognized  the  orthodoxj'  of 
the  doctrine  that  the  true  interest  of  the  nation  is  best  consulted  in  parcelling  out  its  lands  to  its  citizens, 
and  thereby  multiplying  the  number  of  its  freeholders.  That  it  better  comports  with  the  true  intei'ests  of 
the  nation  to  sell  its  lands  (the  most  valuable  of  all  property)  to  its  citizens  for  a  fair  price,  or  even  below 
it,  in  preference  to  disposing  of  it  bej-ond  its  value;  that  thereby  j'ou  enable  the  middling  classes  of  the 
community,  wdio  are  the  bone  and  sinew,  the  main  pillars  of  this  and  every  other  country  in  times  of 
danger  and  emergency,  to  become  the  permanent  Imds  of  the  soil  they  inhabit,  and  to  connect  and  identify 
their  interests  with  those  of  the  country  in  which  their  all  is  at  stake;  that  the  prosperity  of  the  citizen  is 
the  foundation  of  the  wealth  and  prDSpi'rity  of  the  nation,  and  that  it  illy  comjiorts  witli  a  just  and  enlight- 
ened policy,  which  so  strong-ly  characterizes  every  measure  of  the  government  in  relation  to  the  sale,  dis- 
posal, or  allotment  <if  public  lands,  to  hold  its  debtors,  rendered  such  by  unfortunate  purchases  of  lands,  to 
ruinous  contracts,  entered  into,  it  is  true,  in  good  faith,  merely  because  they  have  placed  themselves  within 
its  power. 

Your  memorialists  further  represent  unto  your  honorable  body  that  the  laws  passed  for  the  relief  of 
the  citizens  of  Alabama  will  soon  expire  by  their  own  limitatinn;  that  although  they  have  partially  ex- 
tended relief,  yet  they  have  failed  to  effect  much  of  the  good  designed  by  them,  so  powerful  has  been  the 
combination  of  speculators  upon  the  public  lands,  under  the  auction  sj'stem;  so  extensive  and  artful  in  its 
windings  and  various  ramifications,  that  the  first  purchasers  were  deterred,  by  the  dangers  of  their  situa- 
tion, from  availing  themselves  of  the  benefit  of  relinquishment  secured  to  them  by  the  act  of  Congress   as 
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relatod  tMliicr  ti>  their  iui|irii\"cil  or  liiiil'cicd  lamls,  as  far  as  tin'  sanir  were  ncccssarv  tn  tlicin;  liccaiisc, 
wlic'ii  tlio  .saiiic  wcfe  tliruwii  iiiln  iiiarki-l  uinlcc  tlic  auctinn  system,  tljc  fi)ii]l)iiiali(in  aiiaii;;Tiiiciit.  art,  and 
cupidity  uf  tlic  speculatoi-s,  would  lie;;-iM  to  operate;  their  lauds  would  be  //tislinl  ij,Teatly  aliove  the  ii<>y- 
eruin<Mit  uiiniuiuin,  uuless  by  a  heavy  bonus  to  the  speeulatois,  extorted  IVoni  theii-  aetual  wants,  th<' occu- 
pant secured  iVoni  them  a  tacit  permission  to  purchase  his  home. 

Your  memorialists  further  resi)ecttiilly  represent  that  the  history  and  experieni-e  of  the  past  furnisli 
tlie  melancholy  truth  that,  althon^'h  the  citizens  of  Alabama  have  been  i;-reatly  impoveiished  by  the  exces- 
sive hii;li  ])rices  they  have  been  constraiueil  to  pay  for  public  lands,  yet  Ihi'y  believe  that,  in  -Vlabama, 
the  I'nited  States,  upon  an  avera.^i'e,  for  the  last  eiiiht  years,  have  not  icceived  the  one  half  part  of  the 
iimouut  paid  by  the  settlers  for  their  lands;  that  the  I'alance  has  bei  n  lllcheil  IVojn  them,  and  went  into  the 
pockets  of  the  artliil  anil  desi,<;Miin;j;  speculators  who  attended  the  sales,  not  to  purchase  lands  with  the 
view  of  retaining'  them,  but  to  speculate  on  the  wants  lU'  too  confiding  credulity  of  the  honest  settler. 

Your  memorialists  believe  that  a  corrective  remedy  to  the  existing  evils  they  have  but  faintly  deline- 
ated may  be  found  in  the  wisdom  and  power  of  ('(ingress.  They  believe  that  the  proper  antidote  wmild  be 
applied  if  Congress  were  to  [juss  the  bill  graduating  the  price  of  public  lands,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Heiitoii, 
of  Missouri,  and  to  secure  by  law  a  pre-emptive  right  to  all  actual  settlers  of  public  laud,  subject  to  the 
following  nmdilicatiiuis  and  restrii'tious,  to  wit:  to  permit  one  class  of  the  ]iurchasers  of  the  ])nblic  lands, 
who  were  actual  settlers,  and  had  reliniiuished  a  jiart  of  their  necessary  purchases,  to  enter  the  relinnuished 
part  at  the  minimum  price  established  by  the  government,  provided  the  part  so  retained  and  entered  should 
in)t  exceed  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  To  peraiit  a  second  class,  who  were  actual  settlers  at  the  time 
of  relinciuishing,  to  enter,  at  the  niinimuni  price,  as  many  acres  of  unappropriated  laud,  uuoccniiied  by 
third  persons,  as  he,  she,  or  the}'  had  paid  for,  at  a  price  above  ten  dollars  per  acre;  and  to  admit  an 
entry,  in  like  manner,  of  the  nund>er  of  acres  as  he,  she,  or  they,  had  piaiil  for  at  a  price  above  five  dollars 
per  acre. 

Your  memorialists  believe  that  the  g'cneral  government,  in  extending'  the  terms  of  relin([uishing  and 
securing  preferences  to  lands,  in  the  manner  above  specilied,  will  snst;iin  no  serious  pec\iniary  loss;  and 
should  it,  in  its  wisdom,  allow  its  debtors  to  relinquish,  and  to  receive  stock,  in  lieu  (jf  the  amount  they 
liavc  paid  fur  lands,  to  be  re-invested  in  the  purchase  of  the  same  lauds,  and  other  lands,  (if  there  should 
be  a  residuum,)  whilst  the  citizens  of  our  State  would  be  rendered  prosperous  and  happy,  the  public 
debt  in  Alabama  would,  in  a  shcjrt  time,  be  extinguished,  the  deleterious  credit  .sj-stem  no  longer  be  felt, 
and  the  foundation  of  demoralizing  speculation  be  entirely  removed. 

Your  memorialists  further  represent  that  there  is  another  class  of  our  citizens  having,  in  their  opinion, 
an  C(|uitable  claim  noon  the  liberality  of  the  government.  They  allude  to  those  citizens  the  extent  of 
■n'hose  means  and  facilities  enabled  them  to  pay  up  the  amount  of  their  juirchases,  at  the  exorbitant  prices 
at  which  their  lands  sold,  as  is  aforesaid.  These,  by  their  punctuality  to  the  government,  lost  the  deduc- 
tion of  the  thirty-seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  their  purchases,  which  'was  accorded  to 
those  less  punctual.  Your  memorialists  believe  that  the  due  measure  of  justice  would  be  meted  out  to 
them  if  they,  or  their  heirs,  -were  permitted  to  enter,  at  the  mininmm  price,  as  many  acres  of  unappro- 
priated land,  unoccupied  by  third  persons,  as  they  paid  for  at  a  price  above  five  dollars  per  acre;  or  by 
issuing  stock  in  their  favor  equal  to  the  aniount  of  the  difference  such  purchasers  lost  by  not  obtaining 
the  thirty-seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  discount  extendeil  to  others. 

Your  memorialists  humbly  hope  that  the  facts  and  suggestions  embodied  in  this  memorial  will  receive 
the  attentive  consideration  of  your  honorable  body,  that,  if  found  true  and  just,  our  citizeus  may  receive 
relief  commensurate  and  co-extensive  with  the  grievances  complained  of.  They  therefore  request  that 
your  honorable  bodies  will  be  pleased  to  bestow  upon  this  important  subject  the  attention  it  may  be 
esteemed  to  deserve.     And,  as  in  duty  bound,  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

Resolved,  That  our  senators  be  instructed,  and  our  representative  be  requested,  to  use  their  best 
exertions  to  procure  the  relief  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  memorial;  and  that  his  excellency,  the  governor, 
be  requested  to  forward,  as  soon  as  practicable,  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  memorial  to  the  President  of  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  one  to  each  of  our 
senators  and  representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

C.  C.  CLAY,  Speaker  of  the  Houxe  of  Representatives. 
NICHOLAS  DAVIS,  President  of  the  Senate. 

Approved,  January  21,  1829: 

JOIIX  MURPHY. 


Joint  meynorial  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  asking  a  postponement  of  the  land  sales  in  Jackson  and 
Madison  counties,  and  a  change  of  the  law  regulating  such  sales,  and  to  allow  to  occujjants  a  pre-ernpition 
right. 

The  legislature  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  in  general  assembly  convened,  respectfully  represents,  by 
memorial,  that  they  are  induced,  from  a  late  communication  from  George  Graham,  esq..  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  to  the  Hon.  Gabriel  Moore,  a  member  of  Congress,  to  expect  the  public  lands  in 
Jackson  and  Madison  counties  will  be  exposed  to  sale  sometime  in  the  month  of  November  next,  which  is 
viewed  with  some  concern  by  the  general  assembly. 

Your  memorialists  believe,  if  their  lands  are  then  exposed  at  auction,  because  of  the  great  scarcity 
of  the  means  with  which  to  purchase,  owing  to  the  very  reduced  price  of  the  staple  commodity  of  the 
country,  but  little  will  be  realized  from  the  sales.  They  therefore  respectfully  advise  a  postponement  of 
the  sales  until  the  pressure  of  the  times  shall  be  in  some  degree  removed.  If  such  postponement  should 
not  be  thought  expedient,  your  memorialists  respectfully  ask  a  delay  until  some  time  in  the  month  of 
February  next;  and  for  this  reascm:  that  earlier  than  February  the  cultivators  of  your  lands,  who  may 
wish  to  become  purchasers,  will  not  have  realized  money  for  their  crops;  and  hence  many,  who,  with  such 
indulgence,  will  be  enabled  to  make  purchases, 'will  not  have  it  in  their  power  to  procure  for  themselves  a 
home  if  the  sales  should  be  as  early  as  Xovembcr. 
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Your  nieniorialists,  with  nuicli  earijestness,  rcspfctfuUy  urge  a  chang-e  of  tlie  law  reg'ulatiug  the 
manner  (if  fli.spHsiiig  nf  public  lands.  The}'  highly  approve  of  the  plan  iiroposcd  in  the  liill  introduced 
and  advocated  by  the  honorable  Thomas  IL  Rentnn,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  providing'  for  the 
future  sales  of  public  lands  by  entry,  at  fixed  graduated  prices,  and  reserving  to  the  actual  settler  or 
occupant,  in  all  cases,  the  right  of  pre-emption,  for  a  limited  time,  to  any  quantity  not  exceeding  one 
entire  section. 

Your  memorialists  deprecate  the  auction  system,  because  it  is  the  weapon  of  oppression  in  the  hands 
of,  and  in  everj'  instance  wielded  by,  speculators;  and,  frequentl}',  to  the  utter  ruin  of  the  honest  planter. 
Your  memorialists  ask  leave  to  state  that,  at  the  late  land  sales  in  the  Cahaba  district,  the  lands  were 
generally  purchased  by  a  company  of  speculators,  at  the  minimum  price,  and  immediately  afterwards 
transferred  to  others  who  wished  to  reside  upon  them,  at  from  three  to  eight  dollars  per  acre,  in  pursuance 
of  a  previous  agreement,  extorted  at  the  mercj'  of  the  merciless,  from  the  sub-purcliascr,  under  duress  of 
losing  his  home  or  submitting  to  the  terms.  The  terms  are,  you  must  paj-the  price  which  we  ask,  and  must 
not  bid  against  our  phalanx;  for  our  cnmbined  purses  are  strong,  and  we  will  overreach  j'ou,  break  asunder 
every  tender  tie  which  binds  j'ou  to  your  home,  and  drive  you  from  it.  This  destroys  competition  in 
bidding,  and  the  government  gets  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre  for  best  lands,  under  this  speculating 
system;  if  the  lands  were  at  graduated  prices,  according  to  quality,  this  temptation  to  speculatinn  would 
be  removed,  the  government  would  receive  a  fair  price  for  her  lands,  and  the  honest  citizen  would  not  be 
oppressed  by  the  merciless  speculator.  If  it  should  be  thought  inexpedient  to  pass  such  a  general  law, 
let  the  experiment  be  tested  by  confining-  its  operation  to  the  lands  in  the  above-mentioned  counties.  Your 
memorialists  have  f\dl  confidence  that  this  small  experiment  would  so  recommend  the  system  as  that  all 
would  unite  witli  one  voice  to  make  it  a  general  law. 

Ee^olved,  llarifuiv,  by  (he  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresenlalives  of  the  State  cf  Alatjama  in  general  assembly 
convened,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  requested  to  transmit  to  each  of  our  senators  and  represen- 
tatives in  Congress  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  memorial,  and  that  our  senators  be  instructed,  and  our  repre- 
sentatives requested,  to  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to  obtain  such  amendment  of  the  law,  and  such  post- 
ponement of  the  land  sales,  as  are  asked  for  in  said  memorial. 

C.  C.  CLAY,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
NICHOLAS  DAVIS,  President  of  the  Senate. 

Approved,  January  29,  1829: 

JOHN  MURPHY. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled: 

Your  petitioners,  citizens  of  Lawrence  county,  Alabama,  respectfully  represent  that  they  are  liolders 
of  certificates  of  purchase  of  public  lands,  upun  which  further  credit  has  been  taken,  under  the  several 
laws  of  the  United  States  passed  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  public  lands.  Those  lands  were  pur- 
chased in  the  years  1818  and  1819  by  your  petitioners  or  their  assignors — a  period  of  the  greatest  pros- 
perity to  cotton  growers  known  in  their  history.  The  unparalleled  high  prices  obtained  for  cotton  during 
these  years  were  of  themselves  sullicient  to  induce  high  prices  for  new  and  fertile  cotton  lands;  and  had 
no  other  causes  contributed  to  that  result,  your  petitioners  might  now  be  told,  with  some  degree  of  pro- 
priety, that  they  were,  at  the  time  of  contracting  for  the  lands,  to  judg-e  for  themselves  of  the  certainty 
and  staljility  of  the  prices  of  cotton. 

But,  unhappily  for  them,  other  causes,  over  wiiicli  they  had  no  control,  emanating  directly  from  the 
policy  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  have  involved  them  in  their  present  difficulties  and  distress.  Five 
millions  of  dollars  of  Mississippi  stock,  issued  by  the  United  States  to  the  claimants  under  the  Yazoo 
purchase,  and  made  receivable  in  paj-ment  of  the  public  lands  in  Alabama  and  Mississippi  only,  created 
an  artificial  capital,  the  effects  of  which  could  not  easily  have  been  foreseen,  and  certainly  were  not 
anticipated  bj-  the  pl-.iin-dealing  planter,  who  expected  to  purchase  land  for  cultivation  with  his  own 
money.  The  Bank  of  the  United  States  liad  then  but  recently  gone  into  operation,  with  an  immense  real 
or  artificial  capital;  its  branches  had  been  liberally  extended  to  the  southern  and  western  States;  the 
directors  were  seeking  to  withdraw  the  customers  from  the  State  banks,  then  extremely  numerous,  the 
directors  of  which  were,  v.-ith  equal  zeal,  endeavoring  to  sustain  these  local  institutions.  This  compe- 
tition put  it  into  the  power  of  every  one  possessing  credit  to  borrow  any  amount  of  money  he  desired. 
Mississippi  stock  was  then  selling  at  a  considerable  discount,  and  frequently  upon  credit.  Armed  with 
these  facilities,  and  attracted  by  the  exaggerated  accounts  of  the  soil,  the  high  price  of  cotton,  and  the 
expectation  of  realizing  great  profits,  those  sales  were  thronged  by  speculators,  literally  loaded  with 
Mississippi  stock  and  bank  notes.  With  this  fearfid  odds  against  them,  your  petitioners  had  to  enter  the 
unequal  conqietition  for  the  purchase  of  their  homes.  The  consequences  were  such  as  the  causes  were 
naturally  calculated  to  produce;  lands  sold  for  prices  unheard  of  even  in  the  oldest  and  best  inhabited 
portions  of  the  Union — prices  which  astonished  all  but  the  infatuated  actors  in  this  scene  of  artificial 
excitement. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year  1819  cotton  fell  in  price  to  less  than  half  its  former  value,  and  has 
continued  to  decline,  with  but  transient  exceptions,  down  to  the  present  period,  and  is  now  not  worth 
more  than  one-fourth  of  what  it  sold  for  when  the  lands  now  occupied  by  yt)ur  petitioners  were  purchased. 
The  diniinuti(ju  of  price  induced  your  petitioners  to  increase  the  growth  of  cotton,  in  the  vain  hope  of 
thereby  obtaining,  by  increased  industry  and  exertion,  funds  to  pay  for  their  lands.  This,  they  now  per- 
ceive, has  indy  augmented  the  evil  of  their  condition.  The  increased  growth  of  the  article,  in  the  United 
States  and  elsewhere,  having  exceeded  the  demand,  has  only  tended  to  diminish  the  price,  and  leaves 
your  yjetitioners  no  nearer  the  consununation  of  their  wishes. 

Your  petitioners  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  the  late  taritf  of  duties  passed  by  Congress  is,  to  their 
apprehension,  another  act  of  the  United  States  calculated  to  diminish  greatly  the  value  of  the  lands  they 
have  purchased,  as  it  will,  in  all  probability,  induce  (jreat  Britain  to  seek  her  supjjlies  of  cotton  from  some 
other  country  than  the  United  States,  and  as  it  compels  your  petitioners  to  pay  a  much  higher  price  for 
the  imported  articles  they  are  obliged  to  purchase.  In  the  midst  of  these  evils,  the  laws  heretofore 
passed  for  the  relief  of  tlie  purchasers  of  public  lands  have  been  permitted  to  expire  by  their  own  limita- 
tion, leaving  your  petitioners  in  the  bare  possession  of  lands,  without  the  semblance  of  title,  for  which 
they  have  already  paid  their  full  cash  value,  and  upon  wdiich  they  have  expended  much  money  and  labor 
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ill  clrariiii;'  ii]i  [ilaiilatiniis  anil  iTtTtinn'  many  usi  I'ul  ami  necessary  laiiMiiin's.  N'li  alleriiat  ive  is  iiuw  Id't 
your  i)etiti()nei's  Imi  In  aliamlou  to  the  I'niti'il  States  the  niuney  ami  lal'nr  llms  expemlivl  ami  seek  anetlier 
home,  or  to  ask  of  the  justice  if  Coiifi'i'ess  such  r<'lief  as  the  naliiic  ami  e(|uily  of  their  <-ase  seems  tn  them 
to  clcmand.  Emliracini;'  with  f;'reat  conliilencc  the  latter  alternative,  they  |iray  that  a  law  may  pass 
iiiithorizinj;'  them  to  pay  for  the  hinds  thus  liehl.  Iiy  somi'  ei|iiitalile  scale  of  f;'railuation  of  price,  to  la; 
l-ej;-ulateil  by  liie  orij;'inal  cost;  with  tiie  alternative  rij;-hl  of  takiiij;-,  in  lii'ii  of  the  hiiel.  I'eit  ilicales  tor  the 
amount  already  paid  ly  them,  and  now  forl'eiled  to  (he  Ignited  States,  ti>  lie  received  in  payment  for  anv 
land.s  liereafter  to  be  sohl.  or  for  any  debt  due  for  lands  already  sold,  by  the  (nitcd  States.  .And,  as  a 
fair  criterion  of  tin'  comparative  value  of  the  lands  now  and  when  purchased  by  yoiir  petitinners,  they  be;^- 
leave  to  refer  to  the  accompanyini;  lists  of  lands  and  ceil  illcates  of  the  re,^'isli'r.s  of  ilie  land  ollices,  show- 
ing' tiie  lirices  at  which  tlicy  were  ori.u'inally  sold,  and  at  which  they  ha\e  recently  been  \idued  by  sworn 
commissioners  appointed  by  the  State  of  Alabama,  under  Ihe  authority  of  a  law  passed  for  the  ilisposal  of 
the  400,000  acres  of  land  li-ranted  to  tin'  State  lor  the  iinpro\-i'ineiit  of  the  navi,i;Mtion  of  the  'I'eniK'ssee 
and  other  rivers,  a  copy  of  which  law  they  also  bei;'  leave  to  refer  to. 

And  to  prevent  combinations  by  speculators  a;;-ainst  those  in  the  occupation  of  the  public  lauds,  by 
which  the  occupant  is  compelk'd  to  pay  to  the  speculator  a  liiuh  price,  ami  the  Government  is  ijefrauded 
of  larg'e  sums  of  imuiey,  your  petitioners  )uay  that  a  la^v  may  pass  ^'ix  in^;'  to  the  occupant  the  right  of 
takin.g  the  land  he  occupies  at  the  price  at  wliic'h  it  may  be  sold  at  the  public  sale,  mi  m.itter  wiio  may 
be  the  best  bidder.  Your  petitioners  humbly  i-onceive  that  such  a  regulation  would  disarm  the  speculator 
of  all  power  to  tamiier  with  and  force  tlie  occupant  into  unjust  and  illeg'al  contracts  with  liim,  to  the 
injury  of  thi'  United  States,  and  would  insure  to  them  the  fair  \  alue  of  the  lands  sold. 

And,  finally,  your  jietitioners  be,g  leave  to  call  the  particular  attention  of  Congress  to  the  ]ieculi,'ir 
hardslii]!  of  their  situation,  resultin.g-  from  the  causes  before  enumerated;  and  if  it  should  not  be  thought 
advisable  to  pass  a  general  law  on  the  princiijle  here  suggested,  embracing  all  ])urcliasers  of  public  lands 
where  these  peculiar  causes  have  not  operated,  your  petitioners  pray  that  a  s[iecial  law  may  |iass  for 
their  relief.     And,  as  in  duty  bound,  they  will  ever  (uay. 


21sT  Congress.]  No.    /50.  [1st  Session. 

APPLICATIO.N   OF  ILLINOIS  FOR  AX  EXCHANGE  OF  UXPRODUCTIVE  SCHOOL  LANDS  AND 
-MILITARY  liOUNTY  LANDS  UNFIT  FOR  CULTIVATION. 

CoiniCXIC.\TED    TO    THE    SKN'.CfE    DECE.MBER    22,     1S29. 

Resolved  hi/  the  people  of  the  Stale  of  JUinois,  represented  in  the  general  assembly,  That  our  senators  and 
representatives  in  Cong-ress  be  rer|uested  to  use  their  best  exertions  to  obtain  the  passage  of  a  law  by 
Congress,  granting  to  this  State  the  ri.gdit  to  surrender  to  the  United  States  the  unju-oductive  sixteenth 
sections,  or  the  lands  selected  in  lieu  thereof,  for  the  use  of  schools;  and  to  locate  other  land  erjuivalent 
to  the  lands  so  surrendered,  by  quarter  sections;  said  land  to  be  applied  to  the  same  purpose  as  the  lands 
surrendered. 

THOMAS  MATHER,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
WILLIAM  KINNEY,  Speaker'of  the  S-nale.  ' 

Attest:  AV.  Lee  D.  Ewixg,  Clerl  of  the  House  of  Reps. 

Attest:  E.  J.  AVest,  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 


To  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales: 

The  general  assemldy  of  the  State  of  Illinois  respectfully  represent  to  your  honorable  body,  that  a 
part  of  the  land  granted  for  military  bounties,  in  this  State,  has  been  found,  upon  examinati(3n,  to  be  unfit 
for  cultivation.  It  is  therefore  respectfully  submitted  to  t'oiigress  that  a  law  sliouhl  l)c  passed,  similar 
to  that  approved  May  22,  182(j,  authorizing  certain  soldiers  in  the  late  war  to  surrender  the  bounty  lands 
drawn  by  them,  and  to  locate  others  in  lieu  thereof,  to  apply  to  the  lands  granted  for  military  bounties  in 
this  btate. 

THOMAS   MATHER,  Spralcr  of  the  House  of  Bej)re.<entutives. 
WILLIAM   KINNEY,  Speaker  of  the  Senate.' 

Attest:  W.  Lee  D.  Ewixg,    aerk  of  the  House  of  Reps. 

Attest:  E.  J.  West,  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 


To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

The  people  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  represented  in  the  general  assembly,  respectfully  represent  to  your 
honorable  body,  that  the  land  heretofore  granted  to  the  State  for  the  use  of  the  inhaljitants  of  each  town- 
ship, for  the  use  of  schools,  having  proveil  unavailable  to  the  State  or  the  people  for  the  objects  contem- 
plated in  the  grant,  your  memorialists  respectfully  solicit  the  passage  of  an  act  of  Congress  giving-  the 
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assent  of  the  United  States  to  this  State  to  make  sale  of  said  land  by  consent  and  for  the  use  of  the 
inhabitants  of  each  township,  to  invest  ttie  money  arising  from  such  sales  in  some  productive  fund,  and 
to  a|iply  the  proceeds  thereof  to  the  purposes  of  education. 

There  is  amither  subject  connected  with  the  lands  reserved  to  the  State  for  education  to  wdiich  we 
beg  leave  to  call  the  attenti<in  of  Tongress,  and  one  which  deeply  interests  the  |)eople  of  this  State.  The 
entire  township  of  land  heretofore  reservt'd  for  the  purpose  <if  a  seminary  of  learning"  was  located  in  1816, 
wdien  th(;  country  was  com|)aratively  unexplored,  upon  township  live  north,  on(Mvest,  situated  in  Fayette 
county,  in  this  State,  A  large  jiart  of  this  townshij)  of  land  is  now  found  to  be  tilled  with  lakes  and 
swamps,  while  otiier  parts  of  it  are  barren  and  sterile,  so  that  it  has  been  found  impracticable  to  lease  the 
same  or  to  ap).  ly  it  in  any  manner  to  the  objects  contemplated  in  the  grant.  This  township  now  is,  and 
ever  will  continue  to  be,  totally  valueless  for  a  seminary  of  learning.  Your  meiiKuialists,  therefore, 
respectfully  reijuest,  on  behalf  of  the  State,  that  a  law  of  Congress  may  l)e  ]iassed  authorizing  the  State 
to  surrender  the  above-described  township,  live  north,  one  west,  to  the  United  States,  and  that  a  like 
quantity  (to  wit,  one  township  or  thirty-si.x  sections)  may  be  selected  by  sections  and  half  sections  for 
the  use  of  a  s(.'miiuiry  of  learning;  and  that  the  same,  when  selected,  may  be  patented  to  the  State  in  like 
manner  as  other  g-rants. 

.TOirX  ^[cLE.\X,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives. 
WILLLVM   KINNEY,  SpeaWr  of  the  Senate. 

Attest:  W.  Lee  D.  Ewing,  Clerk  of  the  Hou><e  of  Reps. 

Attest:  K.  M.  Yovsg,  Secrrtanj  of  the  Senate ]>i-o  lein. 


21sT  Congress.]  •  No.    751.  [1st  Session. 

RELINQUISHMENT  OF  PART  OF  LAND   FORFEITED  FOR  NON-PAYMENT,  AND  RETAINING 
THE  BALANCE  BY  PAYING  THE   RESIDUE  OF  THE  PURCHASE  MONEY. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOISE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    DECEMBER    22,    1829. 

Mr.  Irvine,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  administrators 

of  John  Wilson,  deceased,  reported: 

That  John  Wilson  and  Samuel  Martin  some  j-ears  ago  entered  at  tlie  land  office  of  the  United 
States  at  Chilicothe  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  13,  in  township  12,  and  range  1,  Ij'ing  in  Knox 
county,  and  wishing  to  g'ain  further  credit,  they  surrendered  the  original  certificate,  and  received  a  new 
one,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  2d  of  March,  1821.  Subsequent  thereto,  the  said 
Martin  transfern^d  his  interest  in  said  quarter  section  to  the  said  Wilson,  who  departed  this  life  without 
paying  the  residue  of  the  purchase  money.  His  administrators  were  informed,  and  believed  sucli  to  be 
the  fact,  that  at  any  time  before  the  expiration  of  the  4th  day  of  July  last  they  could  relinquish  a  part 
of  the  said  quarter  .section  and  make  payment  for  the  residue.  They  accordingly  made  application  to 
the  register  of  said  land  ofiBce,  on  said  4th  day  of  Jul}',  and  finding  the  time  allowed  by  law  expired 
on  the  preceding  daj',  by  the  advice  of  the  register  they  executed  a  relinquishment  for  the  west  half  of 
said  quarter  section,  and  tendered  the  residue  of  the  purchase  money  to  the  receiver  of  said  land  office. 
The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  petitioners  are  entitled  to  relief,  and  have  reported  a  bill  for  that 
purpose. 


21sT   Congress.]  No.   752.  [1st  Session. 

CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    MISSOURI. 

COMMUNICATED   TO    THE    HOUSE    OK    REPRESENTATIVES    DECEMBER    23,    1829. 

Mr.  GuRi.EY,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  wliom  was  referred  the  petition  and  docu- 
ments of  Arund  Rutgers,  reported: 

That  petitioner  claims  one  league  square  of  land  on  the  waters  of  the  Dandauerc,  in  the  now  State 
of  Missouri,  in  virtue  of  a  Spanish  grant  or  concession  made  in  1799,  and  located  and  surveyed,  in 
conformity  thereto,  on  the  1st  of  February,  1800,  and  which  was  duly  certified  and  recorded  by  the 
surveyor  general  of  the  then  province  of  Upper  Louisiana  on  the  5th  of  March,  1800;  that  petitioner 
immediately  after  settled  on  said  land,  and  made  valuable  improvements — built  dwelling-house,  saw  and 
grist  mill ;  that  petitioner  presented  his  claim  to  the  commissioners  of  land  titles  in  that  district,  a  majority 
of  whom  recommended  its  rejection;  that  afterwards  he  presented  his  claim  to  Frederick  Bates,  recorder 
of  land  titles,  and  to  wh(im  the  powers  of  the  commissioners  had  been  transferred  by  act  of  Congress  of 
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1813,  who  ri'CoiiUiii'iiilfil  it  I'm-  ciiifiniKitiMii,  ami  wliicli  was  ;u'rnriliMi;ly  cniilinricil  liy  Coiihtcss.  Tliat 
botwocn  the  periml.s  df  llii'sc  two  ropurts  (Hic  Jnhn  \\'c1iUmi  Dbtaincd  tin-  cniiliniiatiim  of  a  scltlciucnt 
claim  for  tUO  acres,  tlu'  location  of  wliicli  iiiclinlcil  500  arpcjits,  equal  to  4'2.")  2(i-I00  acres,  of  the  land 
claimed  by  the  petitioner. 

Your  Committee  are  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  the  foren'oin^  farts,  and  without  (lecidin;j;  upon  tlie 
merits  of  these  two  contlictinj;-  claims,  liotli  of  w  hich  have  been  conlirmed,  and  believinf^-  that  the  United 
States  would,  in  equity,  be  bound,  in  any  event,  to  make  good  the  d('ficiency  in  (juantity  to  either,  and 
being  also  unwilling  to  take  the  improvements  of  Welden  and  give  them  to  petitioner  unasked  ftjr,  here- 
with report  a  bill  authorizing  the  petitioner,  upon  relinciuiahing  to  the  said  .John  Welden  all  clainj  to  the 
500  arpents  of  land  located  within  his  grant,  to  locate  the  same  (juantity  upon  any  lands  of  the  L'niled 
States  witliin  the  State  of  Missouri  which  arc  suliject  to  private  entry. 


21sT  Congress.  I  No.    753.  [1st  Session. 


APPLICATION    OF    MK'IIIGAX    FOR    (IKAXT   OF    A  SECTION    OF    LAND   TO  EACH  COUNTY 

THEREIN. 

COMMl'Nlr.\TEn    TO    THE    IIOCSE    (JF    KEI'RKSENTATIVES    DECEMBER    2.3,    1829. 

To  Ihr  Itnnnrahh'  the  Striate  and  House  of  Bi'2)n\'!entatirr.<  of  the  United  Stales  in  Coinjress  ossemliled  : 

The  legislative  council  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan  respectively  ju'ay  your  honorable  bodies  to  grant 
to  each  of  the  cimiitics  in  this  Territory  one  section  of  land,  to  be  located  in  quarter  sections  in  the  several 
counties  and  sold  under  the  direction  of  tlic  governor  of  this  Territory,  and  the  avails  to  be  laid  out  in 
building  a  court-house  and  jail  in  each  of  said  counties. 

Your  jhinorialists  believe  that  the  general  government  will,  by  granting  this  petition  confer  upon  the 
infant  settlenients  in  this  Territory  benelits  far  greater  than  can  be  properly  estimated  at  the  first  view, 
e.xcept  by  those  who  have  experienced  tlie  eiidjarrassuicnts  and  difliculties  in  erecting  jiublic  buildings  in 
new  settlements. 

This  Territory  has  no  funds  from  which  it  can  afford  any  aid  to  the  several  counties  in  erecting'  their 
necessary  public  buildings,  and  with  a  sparse  population  in  the  several  counties,  with  little  means,  they 
cannot  do  it  unaided.  This  council  looks  with  confidence  to  the  general  government,  who  .own  the  soil, 
for  assistance  in  providing  for  the  permanent  administration  of  justice  in  our  new  counties,  and  the 
granting  of  this  petition  will  appear  more  important  in  view  of  the  following  facts  : 

The  Territory  of  Michigan  now  contains  twentj'-si.x  counties  :  of  these,  fourteen  are  organized — five 
in  the  country'  extending  from  Lake  Huron  to  the  Mississippi,  and  nine  in  the  peninsula,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Counties  of  Wayne,  Monroe,  and  Oakland.  .Ml  these  are  without  any  ])ermanent  buildings  to  serve 
as  Court-houses  and  jails.  Your  memorialists  trust,  under  these  circumstances,  that  Congress  will  aflbrd 
the  aid  they  have  requested. 

Jiesolved.  That  the  governor  be  re(jucstcd  to  transmit  a  cojiy  of  the  foregoing  memorial  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Re[irescntatives,  and  to  the  delegate  in  Congress  from 
this  Territory,  at  the  ensuing  session  of  Congress. 

Adopted  by  the  legislative  council  November  5,  1829. 

JOHN  P.  SHELDON,  Cler/c. 


2  1st  Cos-gress.J  No.    754.  [1st  Session-. 


APPLICATION    OF    MICHIGAN    FOR  GRANT  OF   A  TOWNSHIP  OF    LAND  TO    ESTABLISH  A 

HOSPITAL. 

COMMfNICATED   TO  TUE   HOUSE  OF   REPRESENTATIVES    DECEMBER   23,    1829. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentalives  of  the  United  Stales  in  Congress  assembled : 

The  memorial  of  the  legislative  council  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan  respectfully  represents  :  That 
the  peculiar  situation  of  this  frontier  occasions  to  the  citizens  a  heavj'  expenditure  in  the  support  and 
relief  of  sick,  indigent,  and  distressed  persons.  Many  disabled  soldiers  are  discharged  from  the  army  at 
the  posts  on  the  upper  lakes,  and  being  utterly  unable  to  maintain  themselves,  and  there  being  no  provi- 
sion for  assisting  them  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  they  are  thrown  upon  the  community  for  that 
support,  which  must  be  charitably  yielded  to  them,  or  they  must  be  left  to  perish. 

In  the  mercantile  marine  upon  the  lakes  a  large  body  of  seamen  are  employed,  and  who  are  liable 
to  all  those  accidents  which  belong  to  their  profession,  and  which  have  rendered  the  establishment  of 
hospitals  upon  the  seaboard  for  their  relief  an  object  of  solicitude  to  the  government.  These  persons,  as 
is  well  known,  generally  spend  their  wages  as  fast  as  they  are  received,  and  when  disabled,  or  attacked 
by  sickness,  they  resort  to  the  principal  ports  along  the  lakes  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  laws,  or  for 
assistance  from  individuals. 
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The  port  of  Detroit,  from  its  local  .situation,  uniting  the  upper  with  the  lower  lake.s,  and  from  the 
extent  of  its  trade,  is  pecviliarly  exposed  to  these  demand.s,  and  the  citizens  have  found,  not  only  that  they 
press  too  heavilj-  upon  them,  but  that  thej'  are  rapidly  increasing. 

Your  inen]orialist.s  respectfully  reipie-st  that  a  township  of  land  may  be  granted  for  the  establishment 
and  endowment  of  a  hospital,  in  Detroit  or  its  vicinity',  for  the  relief  and  support  of  discharged  soldiers 
and  sick  and  disabled  seamen. 

Eesolved,  That  the  governor  of  the  Territory  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of 
this  memorial  to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  to  the 
delegate  from  this  'I'erritory,  at  the  next  Congress. 


Adopted  by  the  legislative  council  October  29,  1829. 


JOHN  P.  SHELDON,  Clerk. 


21sT  Congress.]  No.  755.  [1st  Session. 

CLAIM  TO  LAND  IN  LOUISIANA. 

COMMUNIC.UED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    DECEMBER    29,     1829. 

Mr.  Hr.vT,  fn.un  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Samuel  W.  D.  Clark, 

reported : 

That  the  said  Samuel  W.  D.  Clark,  in  his  petition,  represents  that  the  Spanish  government  granted  to 
James  Lullards  a  certain  tract  of  land,  on  which  the  petitioner  now  resides,  in  the  State  of  LMi^iana,  and 
that  the  petitioner  claims  the  same  by  purchase  from  the  assignees  of  said  Lullards.  He  fmlier  states 
that  the  certificate  of  said  land  being  vacant  at  the  time  said  grant  was  made,  together  with  the  plot  and 
certificate  of  survey,  were  deposited  in  the  land  office  of  St.  Helena  on  the  14th  of  August,  1814,  for  record; 
and  that  the  clerk  of  said  office  neglected  to  record  said  papers,  or  if  he  did,  the  book  in  which  said  record 
was  made  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  that  the  original  pa|iers  have  never  been  returned;  and  the  peti- 
tioner seems  also  to  represent  that  they  cannot  be  found,  although  search  has  been  made  for  them.  He 
also  produces  evidence  to  show  that  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land  has  been  cultivated  and  inhabited  ever 
since  the  year  1808,  and  prays  for  a  donation  of  land,  or  other  just  and  equitable  relief. 

The  petitioner,  however,  does  not  offer  evidence  to  prove  that  the  Spanish  government  made  a  grant 
of  the  aforementioned  tract  (_if  land  to  said  James  Lullards,  or  that  he  ever  acquired  a  title  to  the  same  by' 
purchase  from  the  assignees  of  said  Lullards. 

The  occupancy  of  the  land  as  rejiresented  in  the  petition,  and  sujiporled  by  evidence,  cannot,  in  the 
opinion  of  your  cominittee,  g'ive  to  the  petitioner  any  claim  for  a  donation  of  land. 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  not  granted. 


21sT  Congress.]  No.    75fi.  .        [1st  Session. 


QUANTITY  OF  L.\ND  REVERTED  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES  IN  ALABAMA,  FOR  NON-PAY- 
MENT—THE AMOUNT  FORFEITED,  THE  PROPORTION  IN  THAT  STATE  TO  THE  WHOLE 
AMOUNT  FORFEITED  ELSEWHERE— THE  AVHOLE  AMOUNT  SOLD,  THE  PRICE,  AMOUNT 
PAID,  &c. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    DECEMnER    29,     1829. 

Treasury  Department,  December  28,  1829. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  23d  instant,  directing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  make  a  report  to  the  House,  "showing  the  quantity  of  land  in  the  State  of 
Alabama  which  has  reverted  to  the  United  States  for  non-paj'ment,  and  the  amount  of  money  forfeited, 
with  the  average  sum  per  acre  wliich  has  been  paid  for  said  reverted  land,  and  the  proportion  which  the 
entire  amount  of  forfeitures  in  said  State  bears  to  the  total  amount  of  forfeitures  incurred  elsewhere  than  in 
that  State;  the  number  of  acres  which  have  been  relinquished  in  said  State  now  remaining  unsold  and 
unappropriated,  and  the  average  price  per  acre  at  which  said  relinquished  land  was  sold;  the  number  of 
acres  which  have  been  sold  at  the  several  land  offices  in  said  State  during  the  last  three  j'ears,  with  the 
average  price  per  acre;  and  also  the  irhole  amount  which  has  been  paid  for  lands  situated  in  said  State  of 
Alabama,"  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  which, 
with  the  accompanying  statemnnt.s,  contains  the  information  desired. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient, 

S.  D.  INtxHAM,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  cf  the  United  States. 


1829.] 
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(ii;.vi:u.M.  I, AMI  ()i  i  icK,  /An ■»//«■/■  26,  IS29. 
Sir:  In  com|iliaiu"o  with  a  rosoliitimi  nrtlic  Unusc  ot'  li'i'iucscnlaliNcs,  |kissc(1  (he  i>:lil  inslanl,  1  lia\-(; 
the  honor  to  stale  that  the  (luantity  ol'  laml  in  the  State  of  .\hiliama,  liutlier  ere.liied.  :iimI  wliieh  lias 
reverted  to  tlie  Unitetl  States,  is  402,180.88  aeres;  tliat  the  aiimunt  of  money  paid  and  loilriied  nn  the 
said  Umd  is  $558,564  01,  wiiieli  makes  tlie  averag-c^  ainonnt  [laid  on  eich  acre  §1  r.9;  tiial  the  |iro|ii,i  i  if  m 
wiiieli  the  entire  amount  of  forl'eitni-es  in  the  State  of  Alaliama  lieais  to  tlie  entire  ammnd  id'  li.ircitiii  is 
ineurred  (dsewiiere.  tlian  in  Alaliama  is  as  three  tn  one;  with  tia-  e.\ee|iliiin  nt'  llii'  anmnnt  id'  moui'V  I'ur- 
I'eited  at  the  land  olliee  at  Washington,  .Mississiiijii.on  tlie  first  elass  of  lands  fnrther  eredited,  the  retnrns 
for  which  have  niit  lieen  received;  that  the  inunln'r  uf  aeres  of  land  ridini|nishi>d  in  s.iid  State,  and  which 
now  remain  unsold  and  nnapiiropriated,  is  947,329.78  acres;  and  the  average  |)riee  )>ri-  acre  I'nr  whicdi 
they  wore  originally  sold  is  $5  03;  that  the  numlier  oi'  acies  which  have  heen  sold  at  the  several  land 
ofliees   in   Alabama  during   the   last   thi-ee  years,  to   wit,  1826,  1827,  and   182s,  is   413,607.55,  f..r    whieh 

$576,087   97  have   been   paid,  .giving  an   average  of  §1   39.3   per  acre;   that  the  wimle  mnt  which  has 

been  paid  for  lands  situated  in  the  said  State  of  Alabama,  to  the  l.-,t  nf  .lannary,  1^29,  is  87,450,408  42. 
I  have  also  the  honor  to  submit  the  tables  marked  No.  1  and  Nu.  2,  which  exhibit  the  anmnnt  of  forfeitures 
iu  each  separate  land  district,  and  in  each  State  and  Territory. 
All  whieh  is  respectfully  submitted. 

<;i:().  (ii;.\iiA.M. 

Hon.  S.  1).  lNGn.\M,  tSccrc/ari/  uf  /hr  Treasunj. 


No.  1. 

Statemmt  of  the  lands  u-Jiii'h  have  rerertcd  to  the  United  States,  and  nf  tlie  nmoimts  paid  thereon  and  forfeited, 

and  vhich  were  further  credited  under  the  act  of  Jlareli  2,  1821,  am:/  tlie  acts  snpj>lernentan/  thereto. 


States. 

Land  ofHces. 

Quantify. 

Purchase 
ney. 

mo- 

Amount  jiaid 
ami  forfeit- 
ed. 

Balance  due. 

Ohio                        .    . . 

^[arietta 

Aeres. 
2,034.09 
8,310.65 
3,473.95 
7,719.70 
35,272.89 
10.443.96 

$5,188 
16,621 
7,110 
17,326 
76,552 
60,001 

19 
38 
36 
44 
10 
59 

§1,536  97 

5,t;02  50 

2,105   12 

4,657  64 

20.707  25 

16.915  61 

i<3  651   '^2 

Zanesville 

11018  88 

Steubcnville 

5,005  24 
I  ■'  668   80 

rhilicothe 

Cincinnati 

5,')  S44   85 

Wooster 

43  085  98 

, 

Total    

67,255.24 

182,800 

06 

51,525  09 

131  -'74   97 

.Tetfersonville 

Vincennes  

Indiana 

42,859.40 
55,563.12 

85,718 
113,697 

81 
26 

24,625   54 
29.697   58 



61,(193   27 
S3  999  68 

Total 

Shawneetown 

98,422.52 

199,416 

07 

54,323  12 

145,092  95 

Illinois 

39,211.55 
19,594.14 
14,272.92 

78,431 
39,188 
28,619 

92 
19 
39 

23,077  00 

11,605  81 

8,40(i  03 

55  354  92 

Kaskaskia 

Edwardsville 

27,582  38 
20  213  36 

Total 

73,078.61 

146,239 

50 

43,088  84 

103,150  06 

St.  Louis 

Missouri     

6,172.35 
12,(i79.33 

16.034 
29,051 

03 

48 

5,038  94 
7,616  28 

10,995   09 

Franklin 

21,435  20 

Total 

18,851.68 

45,085 

51 

12,655  22 

32,430  29 

St.  Stephen's 

Cahaba  

82,061.92 

83,663.05 

236,455.91 

175,849 

236,699 

1,676,746 

69 
24 

58 

54,805  30 

63,502   14 

440,256  57 

121,044   30 

173,197   10 

Huntsville 

Total 

1,236,490   01 

402,180.88 

2,089,295 

42 

558,564  01 

1,630,731   41 

Washinirton* 

Mississippi 

11,570.49 

23,140 

98 

12,013  29 

11,127  69 

Opolousas 

Louisiana 

9,529.53 

16,259 

06 

4,902  92 

14,356  14 

Detroit 

Michigan 

0,495.37 

15,543 

50 

4,218  22 

11,325  28 

'■  No  return  h:is  yet  been  received  of  the  amount  forfeited,  iu  the  district  of  W'ashiugtoQ,  in  the  first  class.     The  above 
is  the  amount  of  the  second  and  third  classes  only. 
December  26,  1829. 


vol..  VT o  R 


18 


PUBLIC    LANDS. 


[No.  757. 


No.  2. 

Consolidated  statement  of  reverted  lands  ivhich  ivere  further  credited  under  the  act  of  March  2,  1821,  and  the 
acts  supplementary  thereto,  and  of  the  amounts  paid  thereon  and  forfeited. 


°  Amount  of  the  eecond  and  third  classes  only.     No  return  yet  received  of  the  first  class 


. 

u  -^ 
p.  3 

0)  2 

States. 

Quantity. 

Purchase  money. 

Am't  of  money  paid 
and  forfeited. 

< 

Acres. 

Ohio    

67,255.24 
98,422.52 
73,078.61 

$182,800  06 
199,416  07 
146,239  50 

151,525  09 
54,323  12 
43,088  84 

$0  76i 
555 

Illinois 

59 

18,851.68 

402,180.88 

11,570.49 

9,529.53 

45  085  51 

12,655  22 

558,564  01 

12,013  29 

67 

Alabama 

2,089,295  42 
23,140  98 
19,259  06 

1  39 

Mississippi* 

Louisiana 

4,902  92 

5U 

Michigan 

6,495.37 

15,543  50 

4,218  22 

65 

Total    

687,384.32 

2,720,780  10 

741,290  71 

21sT   Congress.] 


No.  757. 


[1st  Session. 


CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA 


COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    01'    REPRESENTATIVES    DECEMBER    29,    1829. 

Mr.  GuRLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  and  documents 
of  Antoine  Prudhomme,  Louis  Closeau,  and  Gilbert  Closean,  reported  : 

That  Antoine  Prudhomme  claims  a  tract  of  land  of  640  acres,  situated  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rigolet 
de  Boudieure,  in  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  and  State  of  Louisiana;  that  Louis  Closeau  claims  640  arpents 
of  land  upon  the  right  hank  of  Red  river,  in  said  State;  and  Gilbert  Closeau  400  arpents  of  land,  and 
adjoining  above  the  land  of  Louis  Closeau.  From  the  testimony  and  documents  accompanying  the 
petition  it  satisfactorily  appears  that  the  land  claimed  by  Antoine  Prudhomme  was  settled  in  or  before 
the  year  1787  by  one  Pre.  Dubanne;  that  said  Dubanne  lived  on  the  land  until  he  died,  in  the  year  1796 
or  1797;  that  at  the  sale  of  his  succession  the  land  was  purchased  by  Joseph  Dubanne,  one  of  his  heirs, 
who  sold  it  to  petitioner,  who  immediately  took  possession  of  the  property,  and  has  lived  on  it  from  that 
period  to  the  present.  It  also  appears  from  the  evidence  furnished  that  Louis  and  Gilbert  Closeau  have 
constantly  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  lands  respectively  claimed  by  them  for  about  40  years,  or  since 
the  year  1787. 

Without  referring  to  other  parts  of  the  evidence,  intended  to  show  the  equity  of  the  case,  your 
committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  petitioners  are  entitled  to  relief  under  the  principles  established  by  the 
act  of  March  3,  1807,  and  that  the  commissioners  for  the  adjustment  of  land  titles  would  have  recommended 
the  confirmation  of  petitioners'  claims  had  they  been  presented  to  them. 

The  reason  assigned  by  the  petitioners  for  not  having  entered  their  claims  before  the  board  is,  that 
they  were  ignorant  of  the  necessity  of  doing  so.  The  parties  and  witnesses  appear  to  be  men  of  fair 
character,  and  highly  respectable  for  truth  and  veracity.  In  support  of  this  assertion  they  annex,  as 
part  of  this  report,  a  certificate  from  General  Overton,  the  representative  from  the  district  in  which  they 
reside,  and  herewith  report  a  bill  for  their  relief 

Washington  City,  December  9,  1829. 
To  relieve  the  committee  from  any  apprehensions  of  fraud  in  the  claim  of  Antoine  Prudhomme,  I  will 
briefly  state  that  I  know,  personally,  the  witnesses  that  testify,  as  well  as  Mr.  Prudhomme.     They  are  as 
respectable  men  as  any  in  Louisiana  in  point  of  honesty  and  probity. 
Respectfully. 

W.  H.  OVERTON. 

CoMiirrTEE  ON  Private  Land  Claims. 
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CONDITION    OF    THE    TO^[I?EC!vBKE    ASSOCIATION  VOK  THE  (TI/nVATION   OF  THE  VINE 

AND  OEIVE. 

COMNLL'.VICATKD    TO    THK    IIOUSK    (IF    ltK^R^:SK^•TATIVES    DECEMllF.R    30,     l,S2'.t. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Hotiae  of  Beprexenlatav.-t  of  the  United  Hlute:^  if  Aiiieriiv  in  (Jongveas  assembled: 

The  memorial  and  petition  of  tlic  undersig-ned,  who.  at  a  g-ciioral  meeting'  of  f  lie  Tombeckbee  Associa- 
tion, held  at  Oreensborongh  on  the  10th  of  Angiist,  A.  D.  lS2',t,  were  apiiointed  a  coinniittoe  on  behalf  of 
said  association,  and  of  others  holding  and  occupying  lands  nnder  assignment  from  members  of  said 
association,  to  represent  to  Congress  such  facts  connecteil  with  the  history  and  jiresent  situation  of  tlie 
owners  of  land  within  what  is  commonly  called  the  ■'French  Grant"  as  tliey  may  deem  material,  and  to 
solicit  such  indulgence  as  may  be  compatilde  with  their  situation,  and  not  inconsistent  with  tlie  olijects 
and  ju-ovisions  of  said  grant,  respectfully  showeth: 

That  the  correspondence  between  the  Treasury  Department  and  Charles  Villars,  late  agent  of  the 
French  company,  and  also  with  Frederick  Ilavesies,  liis  successor,  the  present  agent.will  exhibit  many  of 
the  causes,  as  tiiey  occurred,  which  tended  to  retard  and  to  prevent  the  specitic  performance  of  the  condi- 
tions of  the  contract  made  between  the  honorable  Wm.  II.  Crawford,  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
Mr.  Villars,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  in  March,  1817.  To  this  correspondence  the 
undersigned  beg  leave  to  refer  your  honorable  bodies,  as  containing-  details  now  beyond  their  control,  and 
in  part  only  to  be  found  in  the  proper  otKce  of  the  Treasury  Department,  tlie  former  agent,  Mr.  Villars, 
having  omitted  to  leave  any  copies  or  records  of  the  transactions  of  liis  agency  with  his  successor.  With 
a  view  to  supply  the  defect  of  information  arising  from  the  absence  of  these  documents,  the  undersigned, 
in  pursuance  of  the  objects  of  their  appointment,  have  resorted  to  such  other  sources  of  evidence  as  are 
still  accessible.  Before  they  proceed  further  in  this  memorial  and  petition,  the  undersigned  have  no 
hesitancy  in  stating  that  they  liave  sought  information  from  sourci^s  of  unquestionable  authority  only, 
and  that  the  facts  they  are  about  to  relate  are  not  such  as  apply  exclusively  to  individual  cases,  but  such 
as  involved  the  general  interest  of  the  Frencli  emigrants — sucli  as  essentially  affected  all  who  were  con- 
cerned. In  tracing  the  progress  of  the  attempts  made  by  the  French  emigrants  and  their  assigns  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  advantages  which  were  generously  oflered  by  the  grant  from  Congress,  a  series  of 
difficulties  and  disasters,  and  not  unfrequently  of  ignorance  and  mismanagement,  is  presented  to  the 
inq\iirer.  This  indeed  is  too  often  the  history  of  almost  every  human  enterprise,  and  thus  it  is  that  the 
most  liberal  purposes  of  philanthropy,  the  most  confident  anticipations  of  political  wisdom,  and  the  most 
skilful  eHorts  of  industrj-,  are  frustrated  and  disappointed.  These  reflections  naturally  intrude  themselves 
on  the  minds  of  the  most  unreiiectiiig  and  careless  examiner  of  the  concerns  of  the  Tombeckbee  company. 
We  therefore  make  no  apology  for  them,  but  hasten  to  request  the  attention  of  Congress  to  a  few  of  the 
most  prominent  and  important  circumstances  accompanying  the  disastrous  attempt  of  the  Frencli  emi- 
grants to  Alabama.  Soon  after  the  passage  of  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  "An  act  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  and  olive,  &c.,"  before  tlie  contract  was  consummated  between  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  French  agent,  and  indeed  before  the  survey  of  the  land  intended  for 
the  company-,  a  large  number  of  French  emigrants  interested  in  tlio  grant,  finding  their  situation  becoming 
daily  more  embarrassing  in  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  elsewhere;  finding  also  that  their  pecuniary 
resources  were  continually  diminishing,  and  anxiously  desiring  ti)  find  and  to  enjoy  a  home  for  themselves 
and  families,  imniaturel_y  abandoned  their  places  of  temporary  residence.  Having  at  lengtli  assembleil 
in  the  interior  of  Alabama,  they  determined  to  establisli  themselves  on  a  spot  where  the  village  of 
Demopolis  now  stands,  on  the  bank  of  the  Tombeckbee.  Tiiis  determination  originated  in  the  belief  that 
the  situation  they  had  selected  was  within  the  limits  of  the  French  grant.  At  this  place,  therefore,  they 
proceeded  to  erect  the  necessary  buildings  tor  the  accommodation  of  their  families.  Their  number  soon 
amounted  to  about  three  hundred  persons,  and  it  may  be  safely  affirmed  that  three  hundred  more  helpless 
beings  were  never  before  assembled.  They  were  without  provisions,  and  every  article  of  subsistence 
was  enormously  dear;  they  wanted  advice,  encouragement,  and  assistance,  and  were  unacquainted  with 
the  language  and  habits  of  those  whose  friendship  was  so  essential.  Their  situatiim  at  once  imperiously 
demanded  the  products  of  agriculture  and  of  the  mechanic  arts,  of  which  they  were  alike  ignorant. 
Some  of  them  had  been  trained  in  camps  and  battle  fields;  some  of  them  had  been  in  the  city  and  at  the 
court.  There  were,  however,  a  few  who  were  acquainted  with  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  as  practiced  in 
the  west  of  France,  and  purposed  to  communicate  their  skill  to  their  unfortunate  countrymen,  but  they 
were  without  vines,  and  the  land  destined  for  their  use  had  not  been  designated.  Here  they  remained, 
the  subjects  of  every  calamit3'  incident  to  man — poor,  helpless,  and  strangers,  the  pity  of  the  humane, 
the  scorn  of  the  unfeeling,  and"  the  prey  of  the  dishonest.  Some  of  them  died  of  diseases,  the  consequence 
of  accumulated  privations  and  of  the  climate,  and  some  tied  in  despair  to  other  regions.  The  survey 
of  the  lands  intended  for  these  unfortunate  emigrants  was  at  length  completed,  and  it  was  ascertained 
that  Demopolis,  the  place  of  their  residence,  was  not  within  the  French  grant.  But,  in  the  meantime, 
a  considerable  number  of  those  who  remained  had  exhausted  their  very  limited  funds  in  making 
necessarj^  improvements  and  in  procuring  subsistence  at  that  place.  A  new  town,  called  Aiglcville, 
was  laid  off,  and  parcels  of  land  in  proportion  to  the  respective  individual  allotments,  within  tlie 
general  grant,  were  designated;  many  additions  were  made  to  the  colony  by  arrivals  from  Fliiladelpliia 
and  elsewhere;  and  under  the  encouragement  and  patronage  of  General  Lefebvre  Desnouelty  and  a 
few  others,  the  purposes  of  the  settlement  were  commenced.  Many  persons,  however,  to  whom  allot- 
ments had  been  made  never  arrived.  A  considerable  number  of  them  by  this  lime  were  reduced  to 
extreme  poverty,  and  many  of  that  number  had  been  imprisoned  in  Philadelphia  for  debt._  To  relievo 
themselves  from  actual  want,  and  to  obtain  a  release  from  prison,  they  sold  their  land  claims  to  their 
more  wealthy  countrymen.  And  here  we  will  for  a  moment  interrupt  this  narrative  by  remarking 
that  by  and  through  these  purchasers  many  of  the  most  thriving  settlements  and  valuable  improvements 
within  the  grant  liave  been  made.  Another  portion  of  the  persons  interested  were  intimidated  from 
proceeding  to  Alabama  from  the  alarming  accounts  which  reached  them  of  the  difficulties  experienced  by 
the  first  adventurers,  and  some  were  prevented  from  making  any  attempt  at  settlement  from  the  iuforma- 
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tion  that  tlicir  lands  were  ah'caily  in  ]iosscssion  of  intrnders.  This  last  circumstance  has  ccitainl_y  had 
an  influence  much  more  direct  and  extended  tlian  from  hasty  consideration  niit;-l]t  be  imagined.  The  cases 
of  intrusion  by  squatters  on  the  French  grants  were  not  very  numerous,  but  tliis  unlawful  possession  was 
maintained,  and  defended,  and  continued,  by  all  the  arts  and  with  all  the  success  which  wealth  and 
influence  too  frei[uently  command  in  their  contests  with  friendless  poverty.  It  was  not  ipitil  some  time  in 
the  year  182.5  that  a  judicial  decision  of  the  supreme  court  of  Alabama  recognized  the  right  of  possession 
in  the  French  claimants.  Of  these  claimants  it  will  be  conceded  that  few,  if  any,  were  prepared  to 
encounter  the  expense  of  a  protracted  lawsuit;  and  the  fact  is,  that  lands  alh.itted  to  several  of  the  French 
company  have  been  and  still  continue  in  possession  of  intruders,  without  color  of  title.  It  is  true  that  a 
prompt  and  eflectual  remedy  may  now  be  liad  bj"  procuring  the  interference  of  the  marshal,  but  the  exer- 
cise of  this  remedy  would  be  alwaj's  invidious,  and  it  would  much  more  accord  with  the  inclination  and 
the  interest  of  those  who  are  thus  excluded  from  the  enjoyment  of  their  rights  to  be  placed  in  a  situation 
which  would  enable  them  to  sell  or  lease  their  lands,  for  a  valuable  consideration,  to  others,  who  would 
improve  and  cultivate  them  in  such  way  as  to  meet  the  purposes  of  the  original  contract. 

The  undersigned  committee,  on  beluilf  of  their  constituents,  have  now  communicated  to  your  honor- 
able body  some  of  the  principal  causes  which  have  prevented  the  general  occupancy  of  tiie  lands  granted 
to  the  Tombeckbee  Associatiim.     Many  other  causes  might  be  enumerated.     It  is  hoped,  however,  that 
those  now  oflered,  togetlier  with  such  as  will  necessarily  be  presented,  in  treating  of  the  failure  in  culti- 
vating the  vine,  may  be  satisfacttiry  and  sufficient;  and  here  the  committee  will  barely  suggest  that  all 
the  reasons  which  prevented  the  settlement  of  the  emigrants  necessarily  prevented  the  cultivation  of  the 
vine.     But  there  are  other  facts  and  circumstances  connected  with  this  part  of  the  subject  which  it  may 
not  be  improi)er  briefly  to  represent.     The  Frencli  emig-rants  very  naturally,  and,  no  doubt,  very  correctly 
believed,  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  which  granted  tlie  land  to  them  for  the  purpose  of  culti- 
vating the  vine,  as  well  as  for  other  objects,  contemplated  the  culture  of  vii^ets  from  France.     With  this 
impression,  means  were   speedily  ado])ted  to   procure  vines  from  that   kingdom.     Several    large    and 
expensive  importations  were  made,  sufficient  in  quantity,  it  is  asserted  by  respectable  individuals,  to 
have  supplied  the  whole  of  the  colony.     Of  these  importations  a  very  considerable  part,  after  various 
delaj's  on  the  ocean,  at  Mobile,  and  on  the  river,  reached  its  destination  without  vegetable  life;  a  much 
more  considerable  part  arrived  at  seasons  of  the  year  so  advanced  that  it  would  have  been  an  idle  waste 
of  labor  to  plant.     Large  parcels,  however,  were  received,  apparently  in  good  order,  and  were  planted  in 
proper  time.     Large  parcels  were  cultivated  with  care,  and  witli  such  skill  as  was  possessed  by  the 
planters.     They  almost  universally  perished,  or  grew  feebly  and  without  fruit.     These  attempts  were 
persisted  in  until  many, liopeless  of  success,  discontinued  planting  or  cultivating;  others  persevered,  and 
continue  to  persevere.     Yine-dressers  have,  at  difl'cront  times,  arrived  from  France;  various  experiments 
have  been  made,  and  the  result  of  the  whole  matter  has  been  that  the  foreign  vines  are  not  adapted  to  the 
climate  and  soil  of  tliis  part  iif  Alabama.     These  experiments  have  not  been  made  hastily  or  injudiciously. 
Time,  skill,  and  expense  have  been  devoted  to  this  interesting  object;  but  the  planters  of  the  vine  have 
been   equally  disappointed  in  their   hopes  of  profit,   and  their  wish  to  realize  the  just  expectations  of 
Congress.     The  cultivation  of  the  vine  is  still  continued;  but  the  opinion  which  now  generally  prevails 
on  this  subject  is,  tiiat  success  can  only  be  obtained  by  planting  the  best  vines  which  are  indigenous  in 
the  United  States,  together  with  such  exotic  grapes  as  may  have  become  assimilated  to  its  soil  and  climate. 
Under  the  influence  of  this  opinion  inquiries  have  been  made,  and  information  and  vines  have  been  obtained 
from  different  parts  of  the. United  States  where  the  grape  has  been  successfully  reared;  and  experiments  are 
at  this  time  in  progress,  with  flattering  prospects  of  a  favorable  result.     But  to  ascertain  this  result  time 
is  required,  and  this  committee  are   confident  in  declaring",  that  if  reasonable  time  is  granted  to  efl'ect 
the  contemplated  object,  honest  and  skilful  efJbrts  will  be  made  to  comply  with  the  proposition  contained 
in  the  second  article  of  the  resolution  submitted  to  your  consideration.     This  connnittee  deem  it  unnecessary 
to  enlarge  upon  the  reasons  which  induced  the  land  proprietors,  whom  they  represent,  to  adopt  the  three 
several  articles  of  the  resolution  which  is  herewith  transmitted.     The  first  is  obviously  intended  to  avoid 
a  forfeiture  until  the  time  therein  sjtecified.     The  object  of  the  second  is  to  be  collected  from  the  remarks 
already  offered.     It  is  distinct  and  specific  in  its  character,  and  directly  calculated  to  obtain  one  of  the 
primary  objects  of  the  grant,  by  encouraging  not  only  the  cultivation  of  the  grape  but  the  production  of 
wine.     As  respects  the  third  resolution,  this   committee  take  leave  respectfully^  to  represent,  that  the 
report  of  the  agent  from  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  made  on  credible  evidence,  and  that  the 
testimony  upon  which  it  is  founded  still  generally  exists.    They  deem  it  not  inunaterial  to  state,  since  the 
report  was  made  several  sales  of  various  parcels  of  land  have  taken  place  at  an  enhanced  price,  upon  the 
principle  that  the  facts  certified  in  the  agent's  report  were  true,  and  had  been  deposited  among  the  archives 
of  the  treasury  as  an  authentic  document.     This  report,  they  humbly  c(.inceive,  contains,  in  itself,  no 
evidence  of  partiality  or  concealment;  on  the  contrary,  it  presents  an  alarming  account  of  a  total  abandon- 
ment of  all  attention  either  to  their  own  interest  or  to  the  objects  of  the  grant  on   the  part  of  numerous 
individuals  to  whom  allotments  of  land  have  been  made — an  abandonment  which,  we  trust,  has  been 
sufficiently  accounted  for  in  the  preceding  part  of  this  memorial.     In   fine,  the  great  objects  which  the 
undersigned  have  in  view  in  thus  addressing-  your  honorable  body  are  respectfully  to  urge   the  propriety 
of  placing  the  claimants  of  land  within  the  French  grant,  and  their  heirs  and  assigns,  on  the  footing'  of 
certainly;  that  therefore   a  mode  may  be  pointed  out  by  wiiich  they  may  obtain  titles  in  fee,  and  at  the 
same  time  that  the  terms  of  the  original  contract  m.ay  be  so  altered  and  modified  as  to  insure  the  bona  fide 
performance  of  its  most  important  conditions.     The  absence  of  this  certainty  is  seriously  felt  by  every 
cultivator  of  land  within  the  French  grant;  from  this  cause  comfortable  buildings  of  durable  materials 
are  not  erected,  and  from  this  cause  a  system  of  agriculture  is  pursued  having-  for  its  object  immediate 
profit,  without  regard  to  the  preservation  of  the  soil.     To  this  uncertainty  may  doubtless  be  attributed 
the  unoccupied  state  of  a  very  considerable  part  of  the  land.     Let  these  difficulties  be  removed,  and  in  a 
short  time  almijst  the  whole  of  the  arable  soil  will  be  cultivated  by  respectable  citizens,  possessing  every 
inducement  for  improvement  in  manners,   morals,   and  intelligence.     These  views   of  this  subject,  so 
important  and  interesting  to  the  parties,  are  founded  on  unquestionable  facts;   and  the  remarks  and 
inferences  oflered  are  such  as  are  obviously  derived  from  these  facts;  they  are  therefore  confidently,  but 
respectfully,  submitted  to  the  liberal  and  enlightened  legislators  of  a, Jree 2wo]jle. 

Your  honorable  bodies  are  luunbly  requested  to  pass  an  act  in  conformity  with  tlie[resolutions  herewith 
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traiismillcil,  or  ill  cniirdniiil  V  with  tlir  |iriiic-i|ilis  ^riicrally  i'"iil;iiiii'(l  in  tlinn,  ami  tn  all'urd  such  dtlicr 
and  I'lirtiiof  relief  as  the  circiniistaiu'es  nl'viuir  prtitinnrrs  may  rc(|uirc.  Ami  ymir  ]icliliiiii<Ts,  as  in  ihity 
bouiul,  will  ovcrv  iirav,  ic. 

FKKDKRK'K    IIAVKSIES, 
J'vcsiclcnl  ii/' lh('  Tdinhi'vliifi'  A^^inidlinii  and  rluiiniKiii  a/' llic  Slaiidiiii/  dummitlix. 

11.   liAVOS. 

i;oi!Kirr  \v.  witukus. 

JXO.  MAKKAST. 
S.  STliUDWICK. 
Aun.Kvii.i.K,  XiiriDihi-r  IS,  lS2i). 

Iti'aolrcd,  That  a  petitinn  he  iircscntcil  Id  the  ('dni;-ri'ss  of  the  Uiiileil  States  jirayiiij;-  reliel'  in  favor  df 
the  grantees  under  the  French  grant,  to  the  fdUowing  elfect,  viz: 

1st.  That  all  the  allottees  nnder  the  contract  made  between  Charles  Villars,  agent,  A;c.,  ami  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  (in  January  18,  liSl'.l,  and  their  heirs,  devisees,  or  assigns,  be 
allowed  further  time,  until  March  3,  1833,  to  comply  with  the  conditions  of  said  contract,  anil  that  tlie  time 
for  the  performance  of  the  said  conditions  be  extended  until  said  day. 

•2d.  That  all  said  allottees,  their  heirs,  devisees,  or  assigns,  who  shall  by  that  time  liave  complied 
with  till'  said  conditions  of  settlement  and  cultivation,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  further  credit  of  live  years 
from  and  after  March  3,  1833,  in  the  payment  of  their  lands,  provided  they  shall  produce  one  barrel  of 
wine  for  each  quarter  section,  and  that  they  shall  be  entitled  to  a  ijateut  on  the  production  ol'  said  wine 
and  th?  payment  of  $1  25  per  acre  at  any  time  within  said  extended  term  of  live  years. 

3d.  That  all  said  allottees,  their  heirs,  devisees,  or  assigns,  who  have  been  reported  by  William  L. 
Adams,  the  agent  of  the  United  States,  as  having  already  complied  with  the  conilitions  of  settlement  and 
cultivation  by  said  contract  of  them  required,  be  entitled  to  obtain  a  patent  fir  their  allotments  at  any 
time  anterior  to  JLirch  3,  1833,  upon  the  payment  of  $1  -2.')  per  acre. 
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CLAIM   TO    LAND    IX    MISSISSIPPI    DERIVED   FROM    GEORGIA. 

COMMIXIC.ITED    TO    THE    HoL'SE    OF    RETKESEXT-iTIVES    DECEMBER    31,     182'J. 

Mr,  WicKLiFFE,  from   the   Committee   on   the   Judiciary,   to  whom  had   been   referred  the  case  of  Francis 

Tennill,  reported: 

There  was  issued,  Januaiy  12,  l"9o,  to  Zachariah  Cox,  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  the 
State  of  Georgia  passed  January  7,  1195,  (vesting  in  the  said  Zachariah  Cos  and  Matthias  Malier  an 
undivided  portion  of  a  certain  tract  of  territory  lying  in  the  great  boul  of  the  Tennessee  river,)  a  certiti- 
cate.  No.  19(5,  evidencing  and  declaring  that  said  Cox  was  entitled  to  the  one  four  hundredth  and  twentieth 
part  of  the  said  territory,  provided  the  one  four  hundredth  and  twentieth  part  of  the  full  purchase  money 
for  said  territory  was  paid  to  Matthias  Maher,  or  his  agent,  i.m  or  bef  ire  the  tirst  day  of  August  next 
ensuing  the  date  of  said  certificate.  This  certificate  ap])ears  to  have  been  assigned  by  Cox  to  Thduias 
Gilbert  without  date,  who  assigned  it  without  date  to  Francis  Tennill. 

On  April  24,  1802,  the  State  of  Georgia  ceded  to  the  United  States  the  jurisdiction  and  right  of  siiil 
to  the  whole  of  that  tract  of  country  south  of  the  Tennessee  river,  wliieh  embraced  within  its  boundaries 
the  district  of  land  referred  to  in  the  above  certificate  to  Cox,  upon  certain  conditions. 

The  United  States  by  the  terms  of  the  cession  had  the  privilege  of  setting  apart  five  millions  of 
acres,  or  the  net  proceeds  arising  from  the  sales  of  five  millions  of  acres,  within  twelve  months  ijftei'  the 
said  decree  of  cession  shall  have  been  ratified  by  the  State  of  Georgia,  (and  not  after,)  "for  the  purpose 
of  satisfying,  granting,  or  conqiensating  for  any  claims  other  tlian  those  therein  before  enumerated" 
which  may  be  made  to  the  said  lands  or  any  part  thereof;  of  this  latter  description  of  claim  is  the  one 
embraced  bj'  the  certificate  aforesaid  to  Cox. — (See  vol.  1  Laws  United  States,  jiage  488.) 

By  the  act  of  Congress  passed  March  3,  1803,  (vols.  3  and  5,  page  46,)  provision  for  adjusting  those 
claims  arising  under  the  acts  of  the  Icgishiturc  of  Georgia,  which  were  not  recognized  as  valid  by  the 
State  of  Georgia  out  of  the  five  millions  of  acres,  was  made,  in  part,  by  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  Attorney  General,  to  receive  such  propositions  of  compromise  and 
settlement  as  might  be  oflered  by  the  same  companies  i.ir  persons  claiming  public  lands  lying  south  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee  and  west  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  report  their  opinion  thereon  to  Congress  at  the 
next  session. 

In  1814  Congress  passed  the  law  pn.ividing  fir  the  indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of  public 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory. — (Vol.  4  Laws  United  States,  071.  j  Under  the  provisions  of  this  act  of 
Congress  the  petitioners  assert  their  claim  to  ask  relief. 

By  this  act  a  board  was  constituted  i.if  the  Secretaries  of  State,  Treasury,  and  the  Attorney  General, 
and,  by  a  subsequent  law,  of  other  individuals,  "who  were  authorized  and  required  to  adjudge  and  deter- 
mine upon  the  sufficiency  of  the  releases  and  assignments  and  powers  to  be  executed  and  deposited  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,"  contemplated  b_y  the  first  section  of  the  said  act. 

This  law  also  provides  for  the  issuing  of  $5,000,000  of  stock,  known  as  the  Mississi|ipi  or  Yazoo 
stock,  to  such  persons  as  might  avail  themselves  of  the  conditions  of  said  act,  in  the  following  prdjjor- 
tions: 

To  the  Upper  Mississippi  Company $350,000  00 

To  the  Tennessee  Company 1    600,000  OC 
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To  the  Georg-ia  Mississippi  Company $1,550,000  00 

To  the  Georgia  Company 2,250,000  00 

To  persons  claiming  under  citizens'  rights 250,000  00 

5,000,000  00 


The  certificate  aforesaid,  now  claimed  by  Francis  Tennill's  representative,  attaches  itself  to  that  fund 
which  was  to  be  created  for  the  indemnification  and  satisfaction  of  the  Tennessee  Companj';  the  whole  of 
which  has  been  expended  except  tlie  sum  of  $2,857   1,3. 

At  what  time  Francis  Tennill  died  does  not  appear,  but  it  is  manifested  by  the  documents  tiiat  within 
the  time  prescribed  by  the  acts  of  Congress,  and  during  tlie  existence  of  the  board  organized  under  the 
law  aforesaid,  the  Hon.  Bowling  Hall,  a  representative  from  the  State  of  Georgia,  as  acting,  in  fact,  for 
Joseph  Blackshear  and  Mary  Tennill,  administrator  and  administratrix  of  FrancLs^  Tennill,  deceased, 
tendered  releases,  according  to  the  requisitions  of  the  acts  aforesaid,  (as  to  form  and  authentication,)  to 
the  United  States,  of  certificates  No.  19G,  201,  and  208. 

It  appears  by  an  endorsement  upon  the  original  papers,  now  on  file  in  the  Secretary  of  State's  office, 
that  the  board  of  commissioners  decided  that  "  the  release  as  to  William  A.  Tennill,  who  had  also  united  with 
the  persons  aforesaid,  (and  who  was  sole  proprietor  of  tlie  two  certificates  Nos.  207  and  208,)  was  good," 
but  "bad  as  to  the  administrators,  who  cannot  release  unless  the  deceased  was  insolvent.  There  must  be 
sent  on  eithev  jn'oof  that  the  estate  of  Francis  Tennill  is  insolvent,  or  a  release,  assignment,  and  poicer  from  the 
heirs."  This'  release,  assignment,  and  power,  or  the  proof  of  insolvency  from  some,  was  never  sent  on  or 
tendered  to  the  board,  or  filed  in  the  State  Department.  The  one  decided  to  be  defective  is  still  oft  file  in 
the  oflice  of  State. 

The  petitioners  assign  their  infancy  and  remote  situation  from  the  seat  of  government  as  the  cause 
why  this  release,  &c.,  or  proof  was  not  furnished  in  time  to  enable  the  board  to  award  to  them  the  pro- 
portion due  to  the  said  certificate,  No.  IU6,  then,  as  now,  owned  by  them,  and  ask  Congress  to  pass  a  law 
for  their  relief  Without  in((uiring-  into  the  correctness  of  the  decision  made  by  the  commissioners,  the 
committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  equitable  circumstances  of  this  case  address  themselves  forcibly  to  the 
justice  of  the  government,  and  that  relief  ought  to  be  g'ranted,  for  which  purpose  tliey  report  a  bill. 


21ST   CONGRESS.J  No.      760.  [IstSeSSION. 

APPLICATION  OF  ARKANSAS  TO  EXTEND  TIME  FOR  LOCATING  LAND  UNDER  TREATY 
WITH  THE  CHEROKEE  INDIANS  FOR  AN  EXCHANGE  OF  SCHOOL  LANDS,  AND  FOR 
THE  SALE  OF  LAND  IN  FORTY-ACRE  LOTS. 

COJIMU.VICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESE.NTATIVES  JANUARY  4,   1830. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  liepresentalives  of  the  United  States  in  Cong)-ess  assembled  : 

The  memorial  of  the  legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  respectfully  showeth:  That  the  law  of 
the  24th  of  May,  1828,  granting  a  donation  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  as  an  indenmity  to 
the  actual  settlers  who  were  removed  by  the  treaty  of  23d  of  May,  with  the  Cherokee  Indians,  from  that 
tract  of  country  called  Loveley's  purchase,  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  has  been  so  unfortunately 
procrastinated  bj- many  unforeseen  circumstances,  but  particularly  on  account  of  the  laud  officers  refusing 
to  act  for  want  of  instructions,  that  more  than  a  year  of  the  time  allowed  by  the  law  to  locate  those 
claims  expired  before  the  claimants  were  enabled  to  have  their  claims  proved  up  and  properly  authen- 
ticated for  location  according  to  law.  The  consequences  have  been  that  much  of  the  lands  subject  to 
location  at  the  date  of  the  law,  and  much  which  has  since  become  subject  to  location,  has  been  appro- 
priated to  the  location  of  Spanish  claims,  and  a  great  part  of  it  selected  for  seminary  land  for  the  use  of 
the  Territorj',  agreeably  to  a  law  of  Congress,  thereby  debarring  those  claims  from  their  proper  right  of 
location,  as  intended  by  the  law  of  Congress  which  granted  them.  Many  of  those  claims  have  passed 
into  the  hands  of  other  persons,  and  are  now  located.  A  number  of  them  yet  remain  in  the  hands  of  the 
claimants,  and  if  the  time  for  locating  them  is  not  extended  until  lands  are  in  market  to  locate  them  on, 
they  must  be  lost  to  the  owners.  Your  memorialists  respectfully  represent  that  the  surveys  of  the  country 
acquired  of  tlie  Cherokees  by  the  above  treaty  are  now  progressing.  Marij'  iif  the  persons  who  have 
received  donations  are  now  settled  in  that  country,  with  an  expectation  of  locating  their  claims  on  the 
improvements  which  they  occupy.  We  therefore  most  respectfully  pray  your  honorable  bodies  to  extend 
the  time  for  locating  those  claims,  so  as  to  give  the  claimants  an  opportunity  of  locating  on  their  improve- 
ments, as  above  specified. 

And  3'our  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  jjray. 

JOHN  WILSON,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
CIIAS.  CALDWELL,  President  of  the  Legislative  Council. 

Approved  October  31,  1829: 

JOHN  POPE. 


To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled : 

The  memorial  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  respectfully  represents  to  your 

honorable  bodies,  that  of  the  lands  designed  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States  for  the  benefit  of  common 

schools,  there  are  within  this  Territory,  to  the  knowledge  of  your  memorialists,  several  tracts  or  sections, 
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number  sixteen,  which  have  been  appropriated  or  einiliriiUHl  to  iudividuuls  under  Spanish  grants;  that 
wlien  tlie  lej^al  subdivisions  or  surveys  are  made  of  the  residue  of  the  public  lioniaiu  in  tliis  Territory, 
doubtless  other  occurrences  will  ajipear,  to  remedy  which,  and  carry  into  effect  the  beneficent  desiji-ns  of 
the  United  States,  your  memorialists  ask  for  the  passaj^-e  of  a  law  similar  to  tlie  act  of  Conj^-ress  relative 
to  the  school  lands  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  passed  in  J[arch,  1823,  authori/.iuf;'  the  g-overnor  of  this 
Territorv  to  designate  and  set  apart  unimproved  lands  in  the  Territory'  of  Arkansas,  in  lieu  of  the  sections 
or  parts' of  sections  number  sixteen  which  now  are,  or  nuiy  hereafter  appear,  ai)propriated  or  otherwise, 
on  view  may  be  found  of  little  value,  or  deemed  unavailing-  to  the  funds  intended  liy  the  United  States  to 
be  raised  from  those  reservations  for  the  sujiport  of  common  schools,  and  to  be  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
the  townships  where  such  reserved  sections  iiavc  been  approju-iated,  or  may  ap[)ear  of  little  value. 
And  Your  memorialists,  as  in  dutv  bound,  I'vrc. 

.lOllN   WlLi^O'S,  Speaker  of  Ihe  House  of  Beprcscntalives. 

ClIAS.  UALI»^VELL,  President  of  the  Lrr/islalive  Council. 


Approved  April  ai,  1829: 


JOHN  POPE. 


To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

The  memorial  of  the  legislative  council  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  in 
general  assembly  convened,  respectfully  represents:  That  it  would  operate  with  peculiar  benefit  to 
numerous  indigent  families  in  this  Territory  to  have  the  privilege  of  entering  a  less  quantity  of  public 
land  than  eighty  acres,  say  forty  acres;  and  that  they  have  also  the  privilege,  whether  they  enter  eighty 
acres  or  a  less  quantity,  to  run  east  and  west,  or  north  and  south,  at  the  option  of  the  person  entering 
the  land.  Your  memorialists,  therefore,  respectfully  ask  your  honorable  body  to  pass  a  law  extending  to 
the  citizens  of  Arkansas  the  above-named  privilege. 
And  your  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  &c. 

JOHN  WILSON,  Speal-er  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives. 
CHAS.  CALUAVELL,  Premlent  of  (he  Lrgidative  Council. 
Approved  October  31,  1829: 

JOHN  POPE. 


21sT  Congress.]  No.    761.  [1st  Session. 

CLAIM    OF    JOHN    EDGAR    TO    LAND    IN    ILLINOIS. 

COMMl'XIC.WED    TO    THE    SEX.VTE    JANTARY    5,     ]  830. 

Mr.  Bi'RNETT,  from  the  Committee  on  Private   Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  tiie  memorial  of  John 

Edgar,  reported  : 

That  the  said  Edgar  alleges  in  his  memorial  that  John  Wilkins,  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  service  of 
Great  Britain,  on  April  12,  1769,  granted  to  Baynton,  Wharton,  and  Morgan  a  tract  of  land  in  the  Illinois 
country,  supposed  to  contain  about  thirteen  thousand  acres,  of  which  he,  the  said  Edgar,  afterwards 
became  the  owner  by  purchase  at  public  sale.  He  further  states  that  prior  to  the  year  1191  he  pur- 
chased twelve  tracts  of  land  of  four  hundred  acres  each,  which  had  been  given  by  the  United  States  to 
the  following  named  persons,  being  heads  of  families  in  the  Illinois  country,  to  wit  :  Maria  Labrose,  Jean 
B.  Richard,  Jean  Maria  Lefevre,  Archarge  (iherier,  Catharine  Casson,  Jean  Flanders,  Jaques  Boutillel, 
Antoine  Coutinoult,  Antoine  Lomire,  Pierre  Lomire,  the  heirs  of  Detaill,  and  Antoine  Lavigre  ;  and  that 
in  1793  he  purchased  an  improvement  right  of  four  hundred  acres  from  John  Cochran.  The  said  Edgar 
has  exhibited  to  your  committee  assignments  from  all  the  original  claimants  of  the  above-mentioned 
tracts  of  land,  which  appear  to  be  regularly  executed,  and  to  vest  in  him  the  right  which  they  severally 
possessed.  He  has  also  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  your  committee  that  his  claim  to  the  said  several 
tracts  of  land  were  submitted  to  Arthur  St.  Clair,  esq.,  governor  of  the  Northwestern  Territory,  and 
approved  and  confirmed  by  him,  in  the  years  1791  and  179t),  of  which  confirmations  entries  were  made  in 
a  book  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  surveys  were  ordered  at  the  expense  of  the  said  Edgar. 

The  memorialist  further  states  that  after  his  claims  had  been  confirmed,  as  aforesaid,  he  took  posses- 
sion of  the  lands,  and  regularly  paid  the  taxes  assessed  thereon  till  the  year  1813,  at  which  time  he  was 
dispossessed  by  a  decision  of  the  board  of  conmiissioners  appointed  under  the  act  of  1812  ;  and  he  prays 
that  Congress  will  grant  him  an  indemnity,  either  in  monej'  or  in  land. 

In  order  that  the  grounds  on  which  the  claim  of  the  said  Edgar  depends  may  be  fully  understood,  the 
committee  further  report  that  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  stipulated  in  her  act  of  cession  to  the  United 
States  of  1794  that  the  French  and  Canadian  inhabitants,  and  other  settlers  of  the  Kaskaskia,  St.  Vin- 
cennes,  and  the  neighboring  villages,  who  had  professed  themselves  citizens  of  Virginia,  should  have  their 
possessions  and  titles  confirmed,  and  be  protected  in  their  rights  and  liberties. 

In  conformity  with  that  stipulation,  Congress,  by  their  resolution  of  June  20,  1788,  directed  that 
separate  tracts  should  be  reserved  for  satisfying  the  claims  of  the  settlers  named  in  the  said  act  of 
cession,  and  that  measures  should  be  inmiediatelj'  taken  for  confirming  in  their  possessions  and  titles  the 
said  French  and  Canadian  inhabitants  and  other  settlers,  who,  on  or  before  the  year  1783,  had  professed 
themselves  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  either  of  them,  and  for  laying  oft"  the  several  tracts  which  they 
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rightfully  claimed.  They  also  directed  that  three  additional  tracts  should  be  laid  oil'  for  the  benefit  of  the 
said  inhabitants,  of  such  extent  as  should  contain  four  hundred  acres  for  each  of  the  families  then  living 
at  either  of  the  villages  of  Kaskaskias,  La  Prairie  du  Kochers,  Kahokia,  Fort  Chartres,  or  St.  Philip's  ; 
and  that  these  additional  donations  of  four  hundred  acres  each  should  be  distributed  by  lot,  and  imme- 
diate possession  g'iven. 

It  was  further  provided  by  tlie  said  resolution  that  the  governor  of  the  Western  Territory  should 
repair  to  those  settlements,  examine  the  titles  and  possessions  of  the  settlers,  in  order  to  determine  the 
quantity  of  land  they  might  severally  claim,  which  should  be  laid  oif  to  them  at  their  own  expense ;  and 
that  he  should  take  an  account  of  the  several  heads  of  families,  in  order  that  he  might  determine  the 
quantity  of  land  to  be  laid  off. 

In  further  performance  of  the  condition  in  the  said  act  of  cession.  Congress,  by  their  act  of  ^farch  3, 
1791,  directed  that  four  hundred  acres  of  land  be  given  to  each  of  those  persons  who,  in  the  year  1783, 
were  heads  of  families  at  Vincennes,  or  in  the  Illinois  country  on  the  Mississippi,  and  that  the  governor 
of  the  Northwestern  Territory  should  cause  the  same  to  be  laid  out  for  them  at  their  own  expense. 

The  same  act  further  provided  that  where  lands  had  been  actually  improved  and  cultivated  at  Vin- 
cennes, or  in  the  Illinois  country,  under  a  supposed  grant  by  any  commandant  or  court  claiming  authority 
to  make  such  grant,  the  governor  of  the  said  Territory  should  bo  empowered  to  confirm  to  the  persons 
who  made  such  improvements,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  the  lands  supposed  to  have  been  granted,  or  such 
part  thereof  as  he  might  think  reasonable,  not  exceeding  to  any  one  jierson  four  hundred  acres. 

On  the  construction  of  these  laws  must  dejiend  the  validity  of  the  acts  of  the  governor  in  confirming 
the  claims  of  the  memorialist. 

By  the  act  of  the  20th  February,  1812,  the  register  and  receiver  of  puljlic  moneys  at  Kaskaskia,  and 
such  other  person  as  the  President  should  appoint  for  that  purpose,  were  authorized  to  examine  and  inquire 
into  the  validity  of  claims  to  land  in  the  district  of  Kaskaskia,  derived  from  confirmations  made,  or  pre- 
tended to  be  made,  by  the  governors  of  the  Northwest  and  Indiana  Territories,  and  were  directed  to  report 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  their  opinion  on  each  of  the  said  claims,  to  be  laid  before  Congress  at 
their  next  session. 

In  conformitj'  with  the  construction  given  by  the  commissioners  to  the  last-mentioned  act,  they  pro- 
ceeded to  examine  and  reject  the  claims  of  the  said  John  Edgar,  set  out  in  his  memorial,  as  appears  by 
their  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  1813,  not  on  the  testimony  on  which  the  confirma- 
tions of  the  governor  had  been  made  in  the  years  1791  and  1790,  but  on  such  testimony  as  it  was  in  the 
power  of  the  claimant  to  procure  in  1813,  more  than  twenty  years  after  his  ^daims  had  been  examined  and 
confirmed.  It  appears  to  the  committee  that  the  governor  was  not  required  to  reduce  the  testimony  to 
writing  on  which  he  acted,  and  that  no  provision  was  made  by  law  for  preserving  it,  in  consequence  of 
which  parol  evidence  was  received,  of  which  no  record  remains;  it  was,  therefore,  impossible  for  the  com- 
miaeioncrs,  at  the  time  they  examined  these  claims,  to  ascertain  on  what  evidence  they  had  been  confirmed. 
Many  of  the  witnesses  examined  by  the  governor,  being  the  most  aged  men  in  the  settlement,  were  dead 
and  others  had  removed  before  the  examination  was  made  by  the  commissioners;  the  necessary  consequence 
of  which  was,  that  their  opinion  was  founded  on  a  part  of  the  testimony  only,  and  therefore  was  more 
liable  to  error  than  the  original  decision.  The  committee  believe  that  the  pnjvision  made  f(.)r  the  settlers 
in  question  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  and  by  the  subsequent  acts  of  Congress,  was  not  intended 
to  receive  a  rigid  construction;  but  that  the  governor  was  purposely'  vested  with  power  to  confirm  defini- 
tively, and  without  appeal,  all  claims  which,  in  his  opinion,  came  within  the  spirit  of  tlie  provision.  This 
opinion  is  strengthened  by  the  fact  that  he  was  not  directed  to  require  written  testimony,  and  that  no 
provision  was  made  for  recording  or  otherwise  preserving  any  testimony  which  he  might  see  proper  to 
receive.  But  admitting  that  his  decisions  were  subject  to  revision  and  reversal,  the  safety  of  the  parties 
would  seem  to  require  that  a  revision,  with  a  view  to  a  reversal,  should  have  been  made  witliin  a  reason- 
able time,  and  while  there  was  a  rational  probability  that  the  facts  on  which  the  decisions  had  been  made, 
could  be  again  obtained.  It  will  be  recollected  that  the  claimants  had  no  agency  in  deciding  the  manner 
in  which  tlie  governor  proceeded  in  the  discharge  of  his  dutj'.  It  cannot,  therefore,  be  imputed  to  them 
as  a  fault  that  the  evidence  was  not  perpetuated,  although  the  omission  to  do  so  may  have  rendered  it 
impossible  to  review  the  grounds  on  whicli  the  decisions  were  made;  and,  for  the  same  reason,  it  would 
be  unjust  to  subject  them  to  the  penalty  of  a  forfeiture  because  such  a  consequence  may  have  resulted 
from  that  omission. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  as  inconsistent  with  the  common  practice  of  the 
goverimient  as  it  is  with  the  established  principles  of  equity  to  give  such  a  construction  to  the  act  of 
1812  as  would  vacate  all  the  decisions  of  the  governors  of  the  Territories,  and  subject  the  settlers  to  the 
necessity  of  establishing  their  claims  anew,  as  if  they  had  never  been  examined  or  decided.  The  claimants 
were  illiterate  men,  and  generally  unacquainted  with  the  nature  of  titles  and  with  the  legal  forms  of 
establishing  and  preserving  them,  from  which  it  is  a  natural  conclusion  that  to  sustain  the  construction 
given  to  the  act  by  the  commissioners  must  be  fatal  to  the  titles  of  a  large  portion  of  those  who  are 
intended  to  be  its  beneficiaries;  and  yet  it  appears  to  the  committee  that  such  was  the  view  which  the 
commissioners  took  of  the  act  in  question,  and  of  the  powers  with  which  it  invested  them. 

If  it  was  the  intention  of  Congress,  by  the  act  of  1812,  merely  to  create  a  tribunal  of  revision  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  and  revising  the  grounds  on  which  former  decisions  had  been  made,  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  whether  those  decisions  were  correct  or  otlierwise,  it  is  very  evident  that  the  commissioners 
mistook  their  powers,  because  they  viewed  the  claims  as  being  then  presented  to  them  for  adjudication 
for  the  first  time,  and  proceeded  to  decide  their  merits  on  the  testimony  then  submitted.  Opinions  thus 
formed  were  more  liable  to  be  incorrect  than  the  original  decisions,  because  the  latter  were  made  in  the 
life  of  the  witnesses  most  likelj'  to  know  the  facts,  wliile  the  former  were  made  after  many  of  those  wit- 
nesses were  dead. 

There  is  another  consideration  which  ought  not  to  be  overlooked:  The  commissioners  were  not 
authorized  by  the  law  of  1812  to  reverse  the  decisions  of  the  governor.  They  were  directed  to  examine 
and  inquire,  and  report  their  opinion  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  be  laid  before  Congress;  and 
here  their  power  ceased.  The  validity  of  the  former  decisions  were  to  be  decided  by  Congress.  The 
commissioners  did  report  in  1813,  but  Congress  have  not  acted  on  that  report,  so  that  the  question  is  still 
open,  whether  the  decisions  of  the  governor  shall  be  affirmed  or  reversed. 

In  relation  to  the  merits  of  the  claim  set  up  by  the  memorialist  to  the  several  tracts  of  land  described 
in  his  memorKil,  the  committee  report  that  the  tract  first  described  is  claimed  under  a  pretended  grant 
from  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wilkins,  in  the  year  1769.     The  grant  was  alleged  to  contain  about  thirteen 
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tliuusaiul  ucrcs,  I'Ut  IVoiii  a  sulise(iiieiit  siirvo}-  iiiailc  uiiilcr  the  siipcriiitcinloiH'o  of  the  claiiiiiiiit,  il  was 
foiiiul  to  iNintaiii  upwards  of  twenty-l'our  tluuismd  acres. 

Tlio  coininittco  are  el'opiiiiim  tliat  tliis  claim  cannot  lie  suslainnl,  t'nr  varinus  reasens: 

i'7;>^  Because  L'lilonel  Wilkiiis  had  mi  power  to  niak('  the  j;'ranl,  as  apjiears  IVoai  (he  r"_val  proclama- 
tion of  October  7,  17t')3,  by  which  all  such  j;a'ants  were  expressly  forbidden. 

Second.  The  validity  of  the  grant,  by  the  terms  of  it,  was  made  to  driieml  on  the  <-onhrnial  imi  ipf  the 
King"  or  of  his  connnauder-in-chief,  neither  of  which  has  been  obtained. 

Third.  The  grant  was  I'rauduleut,  having-  been  made,  in  part,  for  the  benelit  of  the  grantor  himself, 
who,  as  appears  by  an  instrument  <if  writing-  executed  on  the  2."ith  of  June,  1700,  was  to  have  an  e(pial 
interest  with  the  grantees. 

Fourth.  The  land  intended  to  be  granted  is  described  with  sui'li  a  want  (A  precision  that  neither  its 
situation,  quantity,  nor  limits  can  be  ascertained  with  ajiy  reasonable  degree  of  certainty. 

Fifth.  The  governors  of  the  Territories  have  no  power  to  confirm  British  grants,  as  such;  but  in  cases 
where  such  grants  have  been  settled  and  improved,  they  were  pcrnnttcd,  in  virtue  of  the  settlement  aTid 
improvement,  to  grant  to  the  settlers  as  much  of  the  land  as  they  might  think  reasonable,  not  exceeding 
four  hundred  acres  to  any  one  individual.  In  this  case  the  governor  undertook  to  conlirm  the  entire  grant 
as  conveying  a  right  per  ,•^■e,  and,  in  so  doing,  exceeded  the  authority  which  Congress  had  given  him. 

In  relation  to  the  donation  tracts  of  four  hundred  acres  each,  your  connnittec  report  that  it  aiipears 
from  statements  obtained  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  that  the  memorialist  has 
been  conlirmed  in  his  title  to  three  of  those  tracts  which  are  claimed  to  have  lieen  purchased  of  Jean 
Maria  Lefevre,  Archange  Cherier,  and  thi'  heirs  of  ]>etail(\  but  that  the  r<'maining  ten  tracts  have  been, 
and  still  are,  withheld  from  him. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  that  the  decisi(jn  of  the 
g'overnor,  on  the  claim  of  the  nienKjrialist  to  those  ten  tracts,  ought  to  bo  confirmed.  Should  such  be  tin; 
opinion  of  Congress,  it  will  lie  necessary  to  provide  for  locating  them,  as  the  tracts  heretofore  surveyed 
by  order  of  the  governor  have  been  otherwise  disposed  of;  and  for  that  purpose  the  committee  ask  leave 
to  reiiort  a  bill. 
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THE    AMOUNT  OF  MONEY  AND   LAND    GRANTED  TO  THE    NEW  STATES   FOR   THE    PUR^ 
POSES  OF  EDUCATION  AND  THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

CllMMU.NKWTEn    TO    THE    SE.V.VTE    J.VNC.Vl'.Y    5,    1830. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statet<: 

I  submit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury,  giving  the  information  called  for  by  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  24th  December,  1828. 

J.^NUAKY  5,  1830. 


ANDREW  JACKSON. 


Treasury  Department,  Januanj  4,  1830. 

Sir:  In  the  fulfilment  of  your  directions  under  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  24th  Decemlier,  1828, 
"  requesting  the  President  of  the  United  Stati's  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  at  tlie  next  session  a 
statement  showing  the  aiiKjunt  of  moneys  appropriated,  the  quantity  of  the  public  lands,  with  their  value 
at  the  minimum  prices,  which  have  been  granted,  and  the  amount  of  the  percentage  on  the  proceeds  of 
lands  sold  bj-  the  United  States  reserved  and  pledged  to  the  several  States  admitted  into  the  Union  since 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  for  the  purposes  lA'  eduration  and  the  construction  of  roads  and  canals 
within  and  leading  to  said  States,  specifying  the  amount  received  by  each  State,  as  far  as  practicable," 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  statements,  marked  A  and  B,  the  former  (including  tables 
Nos.  1  and  9)  prepared  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  and  the  latter  by  the  Register 
of  the  Treasury. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  INGHAM,  Secretory  rf  the  Trcasuri/. 

The  President  of  the  United  Slates. 


Gexerai,  Land  Office,  December  14,  1829. 
Sir:  Iq  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  passed  on  the  24th  December, 
1828,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit:  "  JRcsoleed,  That  the  President  of  the  Ignited  States  be  reqaestcd  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  at  the  next  session  a  statement  showing  the  amount  of  moneys  appro- 
priated, the  quantity  of  public  lands,  with  their  value  at  the  minimum  price,  which  have  been  granted, 
and  the  amount  of  the  percentage  on  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  sold  by  the  United  States  reserved  and 
pledged  to  the  several  States  admitted  into  the  Union  since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  for  the  pur- 
poses o'[  education  and  the  construction  of  roads  and  canals  within  and  leading  to  said  States,  specifying 
the  anjount  received  b_y  each  State,  as  far  as  practicable,"  and  which  has  been  referred  to  this  office,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  accompanjnng  tables,  marked  No.  1  to  No.  9,  inclusive. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 
Hon.  S.  D.  LvGnAii,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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A. —  Tables  f:Jioin7ig  "the  quantily  of  public  lands,  xmlh  their  value  at  the  minimum  prices,  which  have  been 
granted,  and  the  amount  of  the  percentage  on  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  sold  by  the  United  States,  reserved  and 
pledged  to  the  several  Slates  admitted  into  the  Union  since  the  adoption  of  the  C'onstitidion,for  the  piurposes 
of  education  and  the  construction  of  roads  and  canals  tvithin  and  leading  to  the  said  States,  spjecifying 
the  amount  received  by  each  State  as  far  as  practicable,"  in  tables  numbered  1  to  9,  inclusive,  in  obedience 
to  a  resolution  of  tlie  Senate  of  the  United  Stales  2Mssed  on  the  2ith  of  December,  1828. 

No.  1.— OHIO. 


By  the  act  of  March  3,  1803  :  Appropriation  of  the  one-thirty- 
sixth  part  of  the  public  lands  within  the  State  (excluding 
lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  not  been  extinguished) 
for  the  support  of  common  schools 

By  the  act  of  March  3,  1803  :  Appropriation  of  one  township  of 
land  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  an  academy,  in  lieu  of  a 
township  formerly  appropriated  to  the  same  object,  in  the 
purchase  made  by  John  Clevcs  Symmcs  and  his  associates 

Appropriation  of  two  townships  of  land  for  the  support  of  a 
university ...... 

By  the  act  of  February  28,  1823  :  Appropriation  of  land  to  en- 
able the  State  to  open  and  construct  a  road  from  the  lower 
rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie  to  the  western  boundary 
of  the  Connecticut  Western  Reserve,  exclusive  of  lands  pre- 
viously sold  

Amount  paid  to  the  State  under  the  same  act,  being  the  pur- 
chase money  of  such  portion  of  the  lauds  appropriated  by 
the  act  as  had  been  previously  sold 

By  the  act  of  April  17,  1828  :  Appropriation  of  forty-nine  sec- 
tions of  land  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  road  from  Colum- 
bus to  Sandusky ..... 

By  the  act  of  May  24,  1828  :  Appropriation  of  land  to  enable 
the  State  to  extend  the  Miami  canal  from  Dayton  to  Lake  Erie. 
The  line  of  the  canal  from  Dayton  to  the  mouth  of  the  Auglaize 
river  is  estimated  to  run  through  the  public  lands  for  78  miles, 
embracing  five  sections  of  land  for  each  mile,  equal  to 

By  the  same  act  there  is  appropriated  to  the  State,  in  aid  of 
the  construction  of  canals  authorized  by  law 

By  the  act  of  March  2,  1827,  there  is  appropriated  to  the  State 
of  Indiana  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  opening  of  a  canal 
to  connect  the  waters  of  the  Wabash  with  those  of  Lake  Erie 
a  quantity  of  land  equal  to  the  one-half  of  five  sections  in 
width  on  each  side  of  the  canal,  reserving  each  alternate 
section  to  the  United  States.  The  portion  of  the  line  of  this 
canal,  situate  within  the  limits  of  Ohio,  is  estimated  at  55 
miles,  embracing  a  quantity  of  land  appropriated,  equal  to 
170,000  acres,  (valued  at$220,000,)  which  the  State  of  Indiana 
is  authorized  to  relinquish  and  convey  to  Ohio  by  the  act  of 
May  21,  1828.  Should  the  relinquishment  and  conveyance 
authorized  by  this  act  take  effect,  the  quantity  of  land  in 
Ohio  appropriated  to  this  canal  will  have  to  be  added  to  this 
table. — (See  note  under  the  head  of  Indiana.) 

By  the  act  of  April  20,  1S02,  there  is  appropriated  the  one- 
twentieth  part,  or  five  per  centum  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  public  lands  within  the  State,  to  be  applied  to  the 
laying  out  and  making  of  public  roads  leading  from  the  navi- 
gable waters  emptying  into  the  Atlantic  to  the  Ohio 

By  the  act  of  March  3,  1803,  three-fifths  of  this  appropriation 
are  made  applicable  to  the  State  ;  the  residue  is  under  the  con- 
trol of  Congress.  On  the  31st  of  December,  1828,  these 
appropriations  amounted  to 


Aggregates 1,576,722.61 


Quantity. 


Acres. 
077,465.  IC 

23,040.00 
46,080.00 

49,177.45 


31,360.00 

249,600.00 
500,000.00 


Value  at   the 
minimum  price 


$846,831  45 

28,800  00 

67,600  00 

61,471  81 

10,206  41 

39,200  00 

312,000  00 

625,000  00 


1,981,109  67 


Three  per 
cent.   fund. 


S324, 183  67 


324,183  07 


Two  per 
cent.  fund. 


$216,122  45 


216,122  45 


No.  2  —INDIANA. 


By  the  act  of  April  19,  1816  :  Apprcpriation  of  the  one-thirty- 
sixth  part  of  the  public  lands  within  the  State  (excluding 
lauds  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  not  been  extinguished) 
for  the  support  of  common  schools 

By  the  act  of  April  19, 1816  :  Appropriation  of  one  entire  town- 
ship for  the  benefit  of  a  seminary  of  learning,  in  addition  to 
the  one  formerly  appropriated  to  the  same  object,  making  a 
total  of . 

ByactofMay7,  1822:  Appropriation  for  the  support  of  common 
schools  for  the  reservation  commonly  called  "  Clark's  Grant " . . 

By  the  act  of  March  2,  1827  :  Appropriation  of  land  for  the 
purpose  of  aiding  in  tlie  opening  of  a  canal  to  connect  the 
waters  of  the  Wabash  river  with  those  of  Lake  Erie,  (being 
a  quantity  equal  to  the  one-half  of  five  sections  in  width  on 
each  side  of  the  canal,  preserving  each  alternate  section  to 
the  United  States.)  The  portion  of  this  appropriation  within 
the  confines  of  Indiana  is  estimated  at..... 

That  portion  situate  within  the  limits  of  Ohio,  and  which  the 
State  of  Indiana  Is  authorized  to  relinquish  and  convey  to 
Ohio  by  the  4th  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  24, 
1828,  is  estimated  at 


475,007.  13 

46,080.00 
4,  160.00 


355,200.00 


=  176,000.00 


$594,583  91 

57,000  00 
5,200  00 


444,000  00 


220,000  00 


•If  the  relinquishment  and  conveyance  from  Indiana  to  Ohio,  autliorized  by  the  act  of  May  24,  1828,  should  talie  place,  this  quantily  will  have  to  be 
deducted  from  this  table  and  added  to  that  for  Ohio. 
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No.  2.— INDIANA— Continued. 


By  the  act  of  Slaroh  3, 1827  :  Appropriation  of  the  strip  of  land 
ceded  to  the  United  StJites  liy  the  2d  article  of  the  treaty 
with  the  Pottaw.atfllnies  of  Octohcr  10,  1S2C,  for  the  purpose 
of  makint;  a  road  from  LaliC  51ichii.'au,hy  way  of  Indianapolis, 
to  some  convenient  point  on  the  Oliio  river,  bcini^  100  feet 
wide  ;  also,  one  section  of  good  land  contiguous  to  such  road 
for  each  mile  thereof.  This  is  a  treaty  stipulation  ;  the 
quantity  cannot  now  be  estimated 

By  the  act  of  April  19,  1.S16,  there  is  appropriated  five  per 
cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public  lands  lying 
within  the  State  for  making  public  roads  and  canals,  of  which 
three-tifths  are  applicable  to  those  objects  within  the  said 
State,  under  the  direction  of  the  legislature  thereof,  and 
two-fifths  to  the  making  of  a  road  or  roads  leading  to  the 
State,  under  the  direction  of  Congress.  These  appropriations 
amounted,  on  the  31st  December,  1828,  to 


Quantity. 


Acres, 


Aggregates. 


1,057,107   13 


Value  at  the 
minimum  price. 


51,321,383  91 


Three  per 
cent.  fund. 


$115,007  48 


115,007  48 


Two  per 
cent.  fund. 


$70,711   06 


76,711  06 


No.  3.— ILLINOIS. 


By  the  act  of  April  18,  1818  :  Appropriation  of  the  one-thirty- 
sixth  part  of  the  public  lands  within  the  State  (excluding 
lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  not  been  extinguished) 
for  tlie  support  of  common  schools 

By  the  act  of  April  18,  1818  :  Appropriation  of  one  entire  town- 
ship of  land  for  the  benefit  of  a  seminary  of  learning,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  one  formerly  appropriated  to  the  same  object, 
making  a  total  of . 

By  the  act  of  March  2,  1827  :  Appropriation  of  land  to  aid  in 
opening  a  canal  to  unite  the  waters  of  the  Illinois  river  with 
those  of  Lake  Michigan,  being  a  quantity  equal  to  the  one- 
hiilf  of  five  sections  in  width  on  each  side  of  the  canal, 
reserving  each  alternate  section  to  the  United  States  esti- 
mated at 

By  the  act  of  April  IS,  1818  ;  Appropriation  of  five  per  centum 
of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public  lands,  to  be  applied 
as  follows  :  two-fifths  to  be  disbursed  under  the  direction  of 
Congress  in  making  roads  leading  to  the  State  ;  the  residue 
to  be  appropriated  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  for  the 
encouragement  of  learning,  of  which  one-sixth  part  shall  he 
exclusively  bestowed  on  a  college  or  university.  These  sums 
amounted,  on  the  Slst  of  December,  1828,  to 


Aggregates. 


Acres. 


819,923.96    31,024,904  95 


46,080.00 


480,000.00 


1,340,003.90 


57,000  00 


000,000  00 


l,C.'i2,504  95 


$21,273  56 


21,273  56 


$14, 182  38 


14,182  38 


No.  4.— MISSOURI. 


By  the  act  of  March  6, 1820:  Appropriation  of  the  one-thirty- 
sixth  part  of  the  public  lands  within  the  State  for  the  sup- 
port of  common  schools 

Acres. 
1,080,639.41 

46,080.00 

51,358,299  26 
67,600  00 

By  the  act  of  March   6,  1820:    Appropriation   of   one   entire 
township  of  land  for  the  benefit  of  a  seminary  of  learning, 
in  addition   to  the  one   formerly  appropriated  to  the  same 
object,  making  a  total  of 

By  the  act  of  March  6, 1820  :  Appropriation  of   five  per  cent. 
of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public  lands  witlnn  the 
State,  for  making  public  roads  and   canals,  of  which  three- 
Jiflbs  are  applicable  to  those  objects  within  the  State,  under 
tlie  direction  of  the  legislature  thereof;  and  the  remaining 
iu-o-fifths  to  be  applied,  under  the  direction  of  Congress,  in 
defraying  the  expenses  to  be  incurred   in   the  making  of  a 
road  or  roads,  canal  or  canals,  leading  to  the  State.     These 
funds  amounted  on  Slst  December,  1828,  to 

$27,943  85 

$18,629   24 

Aggregates .   .   

1,132,719.41 

1,415,899  26 

27,943  86 

18. 629  24 
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[No.  762. 


No.  5.— MISSISSIPPI. 


Quantity. 


Value  at  the 
miuimum  price 


Three  per 
cent.  fund. 


Two  per 
cent.  fund. 


By  the  act  of  March  3,  l>i03  :  Appropriation  of  the  onethirty- 
BJxth  part  of  the  public  lands  in  the  State  to  which  the  In- 
dian title  has  been  extinguished  to  tlie  support  of  common 
schools 

By  the  act  of  February  20,  1819:  Appropriation  of  one  entire 
township  of  land  for  the  support  of  a  seminary  of  learning, 
in  addition  to  the  township  formerly  appropriated  for  the 
support  of  Jefferson  College,  making  a  total  of 

By  the  act  of  March  1,  1817:  Appropriation  of  five  per  centum 
of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public  lands  lying  within 
the  State  for  the  purpose  of  m.aking  public  roads  and  canals, 
of  which  three-fifth.'!  are  to  be  applied  to  those  objects  within 
the  State,  under  the  direction  of  the  legislature  thereof,  and 
tivo-fifths  to  the  making  of  a  road  or  roads  leading  to  the 
State,  under  the  direction  of  the  Congress.  The  funds 
amounted,  on  the  31st  December,  1828,  to 


Acres. 
394,123.72 

4G,0R0.  00 


$492,654  C5 


57,600  00 


$30,291  .38 


$20, 194  20 


Aggregates. 


440,203.72 


550,254  65 


30,291  38 


20,194  26 


No.  6.— ALABAMA. 


By  the  act  of  March  2,  1819:  Appropriation  of  the  one-thirty- 
sixth  part  of  the  public  lands  within  the  State  (excluding 
lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  not  been  extinguished) 
for  the  support  of  common  schools  .   , 

By  the  act  of  May  24,  1828:  Appropriation  of  land  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Lafayette  Academy . 

By  the  act  of  March  2,  1819:  Appropriation  of  one  entire  town- 
ship of  land  for  the  support  of  a  seminary  of  learning,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  one  previously  appropriated  to  the  same  object, 
making  a  total  of 

By  the  act  of  May  23,  1S2S:  Appropriation  of  certain  relin- 
quished and  unappropriated  lands  for  the  purpose  of  improv- 
ing the  navigation  of  the  Tennessee,  Coosa,  Cahaba,  and 
Black  Warrior  rivers 

By  the  act  of  March  2,  1819:  Appropriation  of  five  per  centum 
of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  jiublic  lands  within  the 
State  for  making  public  roads,  canals,  and  improving  the 
navigation  of  rivers;  of  which  three-fifths  shall  be  applied  to 
tliose  objects  within  the  State,  under  the  direction  of  the  le- 
gislature thereof;  and  tu-o-fftlis  to  the  making  of  a  road  or 
roads  leading  to  the  said  State,  under  the  direction  of  Con- 
gress. On  the  Slst  December,  1828,  these  appropriations 
amounted  to.. ... 


Aggregates. 


Acres. 

680,059.99 
480.  00 

46,080.00 

4r0,  000.  00 


1,126,619.99 


$850,074  99 
600  00 

57,600  00 

500,000  00 


1,408,274  99 


$75,872  44 


75,872  44 


$50,581  63 


50,581  63 


No.  7.--L0UISIANA. 


Quantity. 

Value  at  the 
minimum  price. 

Five  percent, 
fund. 

By  the  act  of  March  3,  1811:  Appropriation  of  one  township  of  land   for  the 
support  of  a  seminary  of  learning  in  addition  to  the  one  heretofore  reserved 
for  that  object,  making  a  total  of  - 

Acres. 

46,080.00 
873,981.66 

$57,600  00 
1,092,477  07 

The  one-thirty-sixth  part  of  the  public  lands  within  the  State  appropriated 
for  the  support  of  common  schools 

By  the  act  of  February  20. 1811:  Appropriation  of  five  per  centum  of  the  net 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  jiublic  lands  within  the  State,  to  be  applied   to 
the  laying  out  and  constructing  public  roads  and  levees  in  the  State  as  the 
legislature  may  direct.     On  the  Slst  December,  1828,  this  fund  amounted 
to 

$16,284  29 

Aggregates 

920,001.66 

1,150,077  07 

16,284  29 

1830.] 
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No.  8.— TENNKSSEE. 


Quantity. 

Value  at  the 
miniuium  price. 

By  tlio  act  of  Congress  passed  on  tlic  18th  rf  April,  1806,  tlie  Tnitcd  States  ceded  to  tlie 
iState  of  Tennessee  all  the  lands  north  and  cast  of  a  line  "  hefrinninj;  at  the  place  where 
the  eastern  or  main  hrancli  of  Klk  river  shall  intersect  the  southern  buiuidary  line  of  tlie 
State  of  Tennessee;  from  thence  running;  due  north  until  said  line  shall  intersect  the 
northern  or  main  branch  of  Duck  river;  thence  down  the  waters  of  Duck  river  to  tlie 
military  boundary  line,  as  established  by  the  7th  section  of  an  act  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  entitled  '  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  otlicers  and  soldiers  of  the  continental 
line,  and  for  other  purposes, '  (passed  in  the  year  1783;)  thence  with  the  military  boundary 
line  west  to  the  place  where  it  intersects  the  Tennessee  river ;  thence  down  the  waters 
of  the  river  Tennessee  to  the  place  where  the  same  intersects  the  northern  boundary  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee,"  appropriating  within  the  limits  of  the  ces.sion  100,000  acres 
of  land  for  two  colleges,  one  in  East  and  one  in  West  Tennessee;  and  100,000  acres  for 
the  use  of  academies,  one  in  each  county,  to  be  established  by  the  legislature  of  the  State; 
ami  also  640  acres  to  every  six  miles  square  in  the  territory  thereby  ceded,  where  existing 
claims  will  allow  the  siime,  for  the  use  of  schools: 

Tiiis  otiiee   possesses   no   means  of  estiu'atini;    the    amount    of   unappropriated   lauds   thus 

Acres. 
200,000 

$250  000 

200,000 

250,000 

No.  9  —CONSOLIDATED  TABLE. 


States. 

Quantity  of  land 
appropriated. 

Value  at  minimum 
price. 

Three  per  cent, 
fund. 

Two  per  cent, 
fimd. 

Ohio 

Indiana _        . 

Acres 
1,576,722.61 
1,057,107.13 
1,346,003.96 
1,132,719.41 

440,203.72 
1,126,619.99 

920,001.66 

200,000.00 

(1)  $1,981,109   67 
1,321,383  91 
1,682,504  95 
1,415,899  26 

550,254  65 
1,408.274  99 
1,150,077  07 

250,000  00 

$324,183   67 
115,  0(17  48 
21,273  56 
27,943  85 
30,291   38 
75,872  44 
(2)  16,284  29 

$216,122  45 
76,711   66 

Illinois 

14, 182  38 

18,629  24 

20, 194  26 

Alabama 

50,581   63 

Tennessee.   

7,799,438.48 

9,759.504  50 

610, 916   67 

396.421   62 

(1)  Including  the  sum  of  $10,  206  41  paid  to  the  State  under  the  act  of  February  28,  1823,  as  explained  in  table  No.  1. 

(2)  Amount  of  jive  per  cent,  appropriated  to  Louisiana  for  tlie  [lurpose  of  constructing  public  roads  aud  levees,  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  legislature  of  the  State. 

Note.— In  the  foregoing  tables  the  lauds  appropriated  for  schools  and  colleges  are  estimated  at  the  minimum  price  of 
SI  25  per  acre.  Although  they  were  granted  previously  to  the  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  there  was  no 
authority  given  to  any  of  the  States  to  dispose  of  them  until  after  such  reduction.  The  other  ajipropriations  having  been 
made  since  the  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  are  also  estimated  at  the  present  minimum  of  $1   25  per  acre. 

GEORGE  GUAIIAM,  Cummissioner. 
Teeasiry  Depaktment,   General  Land  Office. 


Statement  showing,  as  far  as  2^racticablp,  the  amount  of  moneys  expended  in  ea<-h  Slate  and  Territory,  for  the 
construet ion  of  roads  and  eanals,  ■'^ince  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  to  the  close  of  the  year  1S2S; 
prepared  in  oltedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  ef  ike  United  States  of  December  28,  1828. 


.Maine 

New  York. 
Tennessee . 
Ohio 

Illinois. .  . . 
Ark.Tnsas  .  . 
ilicliig-an. . 
Florida  .  . .  . 


Subscription  to  the  Delaware-and  Chesapeake  canal. 

Do Ohio  and  Chesapeake  canal 

Do Dismal  Swamp  canal 

Do Louisville  and  Portland   canal. 


Eoad  from  Cumberland  to  the  Ohio 

Continuation  of  road  from  Cumberland  to  the  Ohio. 
Repairs  of  road  from  Cumberland  to  the  Ohio 


$9,5110 

00 

4,i.".r, 

79 

4,000 

00 

0,000 

00 

8,000 

00 

45,055 

79 

45,430 

14 

83,417 

93 

§205,560  05 

300,000 

00 

10,000 

00 

150,000 

00 

90,000 

00 

550,000  00 

1,721,845 

!•) 

453,547 

30 

55,510 

00 

2,230,903  11 

Carried  ibrward 2,980,463   70 


30  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  163. 

Brought  forward $2,986,463  76 

Road  from  Nashville  to  Natchez $3,000  00 

Do. . .  .Wheeling'  to  the  Mississippi  river 10,000  00 

Do Missouri  to  New  Mexico 30,000  00 

Do. . .  .Mississippi  to  the  State  of  Ohio 5, .539  35 

Do ... .  Georgia  to  New  Orleans 5, .500  00 

Do Nashville  to  New  Orleans T,920  00 

Road  in  Tennessee,  Louisiana,  and  Georgia 15,000  00 

"ZC.Oog  35 

Surveys  of  roads    and  canals 1 69,029  89 

Opening  the  old  Natchez  road 5,000  00 

Road  through  the  Creek  nation 3,621  01 


3,241,074  01 


T.  L.  SMITH,  Regider  of  the  Treasury. 
Treasiry  Department,  Begij^fcr's  Office,  December  29,  1829. 


21ST    COKGRESS.]  No.    763.  .  [IsT  SESSION. 


QUANTITY  OF  PUBLIC  LAND  REMAINING  UNSOLD  IN  TENNESSEE  IN   1829. 

C05IMr.VIC.\TED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENT.\TIVES  JANUARY  7,   1830. 

Treasury  Department,  January  G,  1830. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  20th  of  January,  1829, 
directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  "to  procure  information,  and  report  to  the  House,  what  quantity 
of  vacant  land,  belonging  to  the  United  States,  yet  remains  in  that  part  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  lying- 
south  and  west  of  the  line  established  by  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  April  18,  1806,  commonly  called 
the  'Congressional  Reservation  Line;' what  quantity  of  the  land  south  and  west  of  said  line  has  been 
appropriated  to  the  satisfaction  of  North  Carolina  claims,  and  what  portion  has  been  otherwise  appropri- 
ated; what  portion  of  the  land  now  vacant  south  and  west  of  said  line  is  of  anj-,  and  of  what,  value; 
whether  it  is  in  compact  bodies,  or  detached  parcels,  or  small  pieces;  and  whether  the  same  could,  in  liis 
opinion,  be  surveyed  and  brought  into  market,  according  to  the  present  land  system  of  the  United  States, 
so  as  to  defray  the  expenses  of  doing  so,  or  so  as  to  yield  any  profit  from  the  sales,  or  according  to  the 
land  system  of  Tennessee,  or  any  other  plan  he  may  suggest,"  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  with  the  accompanj'ing  letter  and  map,  received 
from  the  secretary  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  which  contain  all  the  information  collected  by  the  depart- 
ment in  relation  to  the  several  matters  included  in  the  direction  of  the  House.  On  the  point  upon  which 
the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  required,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  concur  in  the 
views  presented  in  the  communication  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 
I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  INGHAM,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  honorable  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  liejjs.  U.  S. 


General  Land  Office,  December  17,  1829. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  dated  the  20tli  January,  1829, 
requiring  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  "  to  procure  information,  and  report  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  what  quantity  of  vacant  land,  belonging  to  the  United  States,  yet 
remains  in  that  part  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  lying  south  and  west  of  the  line  established  by  the  act  of 
Congress,  approved  April  18,  1806,  commonly  called  the  'Congressional  Reservation  Line;'  what  quantity 
of  the  land  south  and  west  of  said  line  has  been  appropriated  to  the  satisfaction  of  North  Carolina  claims, 
and  what  portion  has  been  otherwise  appropriated;  what  portion  of  the  lands  now  vacant  south  and  west 
of  said  line  is  of  anj',  and  wliat,  value;  whether  it  is  in  compact  bodies,  or  in  detached  parcels,  or  small 
pieces;  and  whether  the  same  could,  in  his  opinion,  be  surveyed  and  brought  into  market  according  to  the 
present  land  system  of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  defray  the  expenses  of  doing  so,  or  so  as  to  yield  any 
profit  from  the  sales,  or  according  to  the  land  system  of  Tennessee,  or  any  other  plan  he  may  suggest," 
wiiich  was  referred  to  this  office,  I  addressed  to  Daniel  Graham,  esq.,  secretary  of  state  for  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  the  letter  marked  A;  and  in  reply  thereto,  I  have  received  the  accompanying  communication, 
marked  B,  from  which  it  would  appear  that  "the  quantity  of  land  in  the  State  of  Tennessee  lying  west  and 
south  of  the  line  commonly  called  the  Congressional  Reservation  Line  is  6,840,000  acres,  of  which  942,378 
acres  were  granted  by  Nurth  Carolina  previous  to  the  act  of  cession,  and  the  amount  of  the  adjudications 
under  the  laws  of  Tennessee  is  equal  to  3,550,413*  acres,  warrants  for  which  have  been,  or  maybe,  entered 
within  the  limits  referred  to,  leaving  the  quantity  of  2,383,824  acres  of  unappropriated  lands  subject  to 
■  the  disposition  of  the  United  States.  In  a  report  made  from  this  office,  dated  January  18,  1828,  and  sub- 
mitted to  Congress,  the  quantity  of  land  lying  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  south  and  west  of  the  Congres- 
sional Reservation  Line,  was  estimated  at  8,500,000  acres.  The  whole  of  this  portion  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee  has  been  surveyed  and  divided  into  ranges  and  sections,  or  townships  of  five  miles  square,  a 
connected  plat  of  which  accompanies  the  communication  of  Mr.  Graham.  If  that  plat  be  correct,  it  will 
be  found  to  contain  upwards  of  five  hundred  and  twenty-eight  sections  or  townships,  including  the  fractions, 
and  estimating  an  entire  section  at  16,000  acres.     The  quantity  of  the  land  in  the  whole  district  will  be 

=  There  is  a  (.liscvepiincy  in  Mr.  I),  (iruliiim's  statenient  as  tii  tliis  item.  He  states  it  in  one  part  of  his  commuiiloatioa 
as  2,55U,  1 1:;  .■icrcs,  and  in  anntlier  at  •l.'i.^.O.l  13.  Which  latter  amuuut  is  assumed  as  the  correct  one,  becauBc  it  corresponds 
with  liis  balance  of  the  nnappropriated  lands. 
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found  to  correspond  very  nearly  ■with  lli.'it  heretofdre  ri'imrtoil  from  tliis  ofllrc,  and  would  ni.'d<e  llie  i|iian- 
tity  of  unapiiroiirialed  land  upwards  of  l,riOO,000  nmrc  tliau  tliat  staled  in  the  ciiniiiiunieatinn  frnni  Mr. 
Graham.  'NVlicllier  tliis  discrepancy  arises  from  ernn'  in  calculatinn,  i,r  IVum  error  in  layin;.;-  <lo\\n  tli(' 
connected  plat  of  the  whole  district,  I  am  unable  to  say. 

From  au  inspection  of  the  jilat  furnished  by  Mr.  (Iraham  it  will  ai)[)ear  tliat  the  una|)i)ropriated  lamls 
lie  in  detached  parcels;  and  as  3,fi00,000  acres  of  this  land  have  been  entered  by  selection  at  the  option 
of  the  claimants,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  very  nearly  all  tlie  lands  of  the  best  ipiality  have  been  appro- 
priated, and  that  a  very  small  portion  of  the  residue  ctuild  be  sold  at  the  minimum  |uiei'  ol'  the  I'nileil 
States  lands,  until  further  proj;-ress  shall  have  been  made  iii  the  selllement  and  iiiip|-o\cnienl  of  (he 
country,  and  a  ji'reater  demand  thereby  created  for  the  inferior  lands. 

By  a  law  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  passed  October  23,  1819,  (see  Laws  of  Tennessee,  vol.  2,  ji.  505,) 
which  is  v*ry  S])eeial  and  particular  in  its  injunctions,  tiiis  district  of  country  has  been  divided  into 
ranges  and  sections  of  five  miles  square,  varying  from  tlie  present  system  of  surveying  the  lands  of  the 
I'nited  States  as  to  the  extent  of  the  sections  or  townships,  but  corresponding  in  this  respect  witli  the 
military  townships  in  Ohio,  and  which  are  readily  divisible  into  lots  of  100  and  of  50  acres.  These  survej's 
having  been  nuule  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  (that  is,  the  surveyors  were  paid  the  amount  of 
their  respective  accounts  in  land  warrants,  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  which  were  subject  to  be  entered  in 
this  district  of  country,)  there  would  be  no  necessity  to  resurvey  the  ranges  and  townshi])s  agreeably  to 
the  existing  laws  of  the  United  States;  and  bj'  employing  the  surveyor  appointed  by  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see in  each  separate  surve^-ing  district,  and  making  him  or  some  other  person  in  each  district  the  entry 
taker,  allowing'  a  jiercentag'e  on  the  amount  of  money  paid  into  the  treasury,  and  no  salary;  and  by 
adopting,  in  part,  the  existing  regulations  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  it  is  believed  that  these  lands  may 
be  brought  into  market  without  any  extraordinary  expense  as  to  the  surveying  of  them,  and  that  they 
will  sell  at  the  niininuuu  prices  in  due  jiroportions,  and  in  e(pial  periods,  with  the  pulilic  lands  of  similar 
c|uality  in  the  adjoining  States  and  Territory  of  Arkansas.  Any  dispositieiu  of  the  public  lands  in  a  State 
by  which  they  can  be  brought  into  market  at  a  price  less  than  the  minimum  price  of  the  other  jiublic 
lands  operates  injuriously  on  all  the  other  States  and  Territories  where  the  public  lands  may  lie,  and  is 
in  contravention  of  the  general  principle  heretofore  pursued,  by  which  equal  encouragement  has  been 
afforded  to  the  progress  of  population  in  each  State  and  Territory  in  which  the  public  lands  arc,  so  far  as 
it  respects  the  sale  of  those  lands. 

The  construction  given  to  the  act  of  Congress  approved  April  i,  1818,  by  the  State  cjf  Tennessee,  and 
the  laws  passed  by  that  State  in  pursuance  of  such  construction,  have  virtually  annulled  the  provisions 
of  the  first  condition  of  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  April  18,  1806,  and  tliosc  of 
the  third  section  of  said  act.  It  may,  however,  be  proper  to  add,  that  no  contract  between  the  State  of 
Tennessee  and  the  United  States  could  impair  the  rights  of  the  holders  of  land  warrants  bona  fide  issued, 
or  of  the  claimants  to  lands  granted  under  the  laws  of  North  Carolina,  passed  previous  to  the  act  of 
cession,  and  that  the  whole  tenor  tif  the  legislation  of  Tennessee  has  been  in  a  spirit  not  only  of 
good  faith,  but  has  manifested  great  liberality  in  relation  to  the  claims  derived  from  the  Slate  of  North 
Carolina. 

By  the  act  of  Congress  approved  April  IS,  180(5,  provision  was  made  fir  the  reservation  of  lands  fir 
the  use  of  schools  from  that  portion  of  the  lands  thereby  ceded  to  the  State  of  Tennessee;  and  whatever 
dispositiiin  may  be  made  of  the  unapiiiropriated  lands  south  and  west  of  the  congressional  boundary  line, 
the  uniform  practice  of  the  g'overnment  would  require  that  a  quantity  oi  land  equal  to  one  thirty-sixth 
part  of  the  whole  district  should  be  apipropriated  for  the  use  of  schools. 

All  which  is  respcetfuUv  snbniitted. 

GEO.   Gli.VIl.VM. 

Hon.  S.^MiF.i.  D.  Ingham,  Secniarij  af  tlie  Trea^urij. 


CxEXER.iL  L.\xD  Office,  Ajjril  24,  1829. 

Sir:  Having  been  informed  that  your  ofKce  can  furnish  most  if  not  all  the  infu'matiou  required  by 
the  enclosed  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  1  liave  taken  the  liberty  to  address  you  orj  the 
subject,  and  to  request  that  you  will  furnish  to  me,  so  lar  as  the  records  of  your  ofiice  will  enaljle  yon, 
answers  to  the  following  questions  : 

1.  "What  quantity  of  land  is  contained  in  that  part  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  lying  south  and  west  ot 
the  line  established  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  April  18,  1806  ? 

2.  What  quantitj'  of  lands  south  and  west  of  said  line  has  been  apjiropriated  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  North  Carolina  claims? 

3.  What  portion  of  these  lands  has  been  otherwise  a]ipropriated  ? 

4.  What  is  the  estimated  value  of  the  unappropriated  lands  lying"  south  and  west  of  th(/  line  above 
referred  to  ? 

Having  been  informed  that  the  surveying  districts  into  which  the  State  of  Tennessee  has  been 
divided  (those  numbered  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  and  13)  correspond  with  the  boundaries  of,  and  include  the 
whole  of  the  lands  reserved  to  the  United  States  by  the  act  of  April  18,  1806;  and  being  also  advised  that 
there  is  a  connected  plat  of  each  of  the  aliove  laud  districts  in  your  office  designating,  from  actual  sur- 
veys, the  boundaries  of  each,  I  have,  if  this  information  lie  correct,  to  request  that  you  will  furnish  copies 
of  the  connected  plats  of  each  of  these  land  districts.  If  there  are  no  such  connected  plats  in  your  otiice, 
it  is  probable  that  they  can  be  furnished  by  the  surveyors  of  the  respective  districts,  of  which  fact  you 
will  please  advise  me. 

In  answering  the  fourth  question,  as  stated  above,  it  will  probably  be  expedient  to  ask  fir  informa- 
tion from  the  surveyor  of  each  of  the  districts,  or  other  persons  having  comiietent  knowleilge  on  tlie 
subject. 

A  reasonable  compensation  for  the  expense  and  trouble  of  procuring  and  furnishing  the  information 
required  will  be  allowed  to  you  when  an  appropriation  is  obtained,  and  which  will  be  asked  for  on  the 
account  that  maj'  be  rendered  by  you. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  Gi;.Ul.\M. 

Daniel  Graham,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the  Slate  of  Tenuesgee,  Xa^heille. 


32  PUBLIC   LANDS.  L^o.  763. 


B. 

Secret.\ry's  Office,  A^'ashvillr,  Tennessee,  August  20,  1829. 
Sir:  In  answeriiifj  the  vai'ious  interrogatories  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  24th  of  April  last,  I 
have  the  honor  to  state: 

1.  Tliat  the  whole  quantity  of  land  in  that  part  of  Tenne.'^soe  lying  south  and  west  of  the    • 

established  line,  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  April  18,  1800,  amounts  to 6,804,000 

2.  The  quantity  granted  by  North  Carolina  previously  to  the  cession  act t)42,375 

Adjudicated  bv  Tennessee  up  to  the  1st  day  of  January,  1820 2,5.50,413 

Adjudicated  from  January  1,  1820,  to  August  28,  1829 17,388 

Leaving  a  balance  of 2,353,824 


Two  millions  fliree  hundred  and  fiftj--three  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four  acres  of  vacant  and 
unaiipriipriated  land  south  and  west  of  the  line  referred  to. 

The  estimate  of  the  quantity  of  land  contained  within  the  whole  reservation  is  made  from  the  oflicial 
returns  of  the  surveyors  of  the  7th,  8th,  9th,  10th,  11th,  12th,  and  13th  districts,  on  lilc  in  my  oflice. 

The  quantity  granted  by  North  Carolina  within  that  district  of  country  may  be  a  little  over  the 
amount  here  stated,  as  mj'  researches  have  not  included  all,  especially  in  the  7th  and  8th  districts;  but  it 
is  suflicicntly  accurate  for  any  object  of  general  computation. 

The  item  of  3,550,413  acres,  adjudicated  as  valid  warrants  by  the  commissioners  of  Tennessee  from 
1807  t(i  1828,  is  ascertained  by  careful  computations  and  additions,  in  which  I  have  employed  much  time 
since  the  receipt  of  your  communication.  The  warrants  thus  adjudicated  have  been  all,  or  nearly  all, 
located  upon  vacant  lands  of  that  country  from  time  to  time  since  the  month  of  December,  1820. 

The  item  of  17,388  acres  is  the  amount  of  unsatisfied  warrants  adjudicated  by  me,  as  commissioner 
of  land  claims,  since  January,  1828,  and  none  of  these  have  been  located  or  granted,  as  the  surveyors' 
offices  have  not  been  open  for  receiving  entries  since  1827;  but  the  unappropriated  soil  south  and  west  of 
the  line  is  considered  pledged  for  their  satisfaction,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  general  assembly  will, 
at  the  approaching  session,  direct  the  offices  to  be  re-opened  for  their  location. 

3.  There  has  been  very  little  of  that  country  appropriated  in  any  other  manner — none,  perhaps,  but 
a  site  for  the  town  of  Pulaski,  in  the  county  of  Giles,  which  was  given  by  Congress  to  commissioners  for 
that  purpose  previously  to  1819,  and  the  donation  to  General  Green,  of  25,000  acres,  made  by  the  govern- 
ment of  North  Carolina  at  the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war. 

4.  In  forming  an  estimate  of  value  on  the  unappropriated  lands  we  have  very  little  assistance, 
e.xcei>t  from  the  price  of  those  warrants  which  have  been  issued  since  the  surveyors'  offices  were  closed, 
and  which  we  e.xpect  will  be  admitted  to  entry  in  a  few  months.  Of  these  I  have  heard  of  a  sale  to  the 
amount  of  5,000  acres  by  a  gentleman  of  North  Carolina  to  another  of  tins  place,  at  the  price  of  12i 
cents  i)er  acre.  This  may  be  considered  the  minimum  price,  as  smaller  quantities  have  uniformly  sold 
proportionably  higher  whenever  a  purchaser  could  be  found,  though  cash  sales  arc  seldom  efi'ected  at  any 
price.  In  the  sumnjer  of  1820  a  large  stock  of  91,000  acres,  claimed  by  the  University  of  North  Carolina 
and  the  colleges  and  conunon  schools  of  this  State,  was,  by  direction  of  the  legislature,  divided  into 
small  parcels  of  25  acres  each,  and  sold  at  50  cents  per  acre  in  cash. 

You  will  herewith  receive  a  connected  plan  of  the  whole  congressional  reservation,  which  I  have  formed 
from  the  returns  of  the  i)rincipal  surveyors  of  the  different  districts;  and  to  meet,  as  near  as  may  be,  the 
idea  contained  in  the  latter  part  of  the  resolution  of  Congress,  I  have,  witli  as  much  accuracy  as  practi- 
cable, laid  down  every  survey  made  within  the  11th  and  12th  districts.  These  returns  do  not  come 
down  as  late  as  1826,  and,  of  course,  none  of  the  small  entries  made  on  any  part  of  the  91,000  acres  above 
alluded  to  are  here  represented.  As  the  labor  of  laying  down  the  surveys  in  all  the  districts  would  be 
unnecessarily  great,  I  selected  one  on  the  Mississijipi  border  and  one  on  the  Tennessee,  as  exhibiting  very 
nearly  an  average  aspect  of  the  whole.  The  7th,  8th,  and  9th  districts  have,  perhaps,  a  larger  proportion 
of  vacant  land;  the  10th  is  about  equal  to  the  12th;  and  the  13th  is  almost  entirely  appropriated,  except 
in  the  Mississippi,  Picelfoot,  and  Obion  swamps,  and  on  a  small  portion  of  its  eastern  boundary. 

A  single  glance  at  the  face  of  the  11th  and  12th  districts,  as  here  fairly  represented,  must  confirm 
,  the  opinion  that  the  vacant  residuum  cannot,  with  any  reasonable  probability,  "be  survcj'ed  and  brought 
into  market,  according  to  the  present  land  system  of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  yield  any  profit  from  the 
sales;"  but  according  to  the  plan  adopted  by  Tennessee  north  and  east  of  the  reservation  line,  it  is  prob- 
able that  one-twentieth  part  would  be  granted  at  12^  cents  per  acre,  and  perhaps  one-fifth  of  the  residue 
at  one  cent.  A  larger  proportion  has  not  been  granted  north  and  east  of  the  line  at  those  prices,  where 
offices  of  entry  and  survey  have  for  many  years  been  open  in  each  county. 

In  making  appropriations  heretofore,  both  under  the  laws  of  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  the  holders 
of  warrants  were  permitted  to  act  on  very  ample  discretion.  They  were  confined  by  nothing  but  natural 
boundaries- and  the  lines  of  older  a]ipropriations;  and,  in  the  exercise  of  their  discretion,  they  laid  down 
and  shaped  their  locations  so  as  to  include  the  greatest  possible  quantity  of  good  land  within  their  several 
boundaries.  In  very  few  instances  ccjuld  it  now  be  found  that  an  entire  section  of  640  acres  could  be 
laid  down  on  vacant  land  that  would  sell,  in  cash,  for  as  much  as  would  pay  the  expense  of  surveying, 
especially  when  it  is  considered  that  the  lines  of  the  diiferent  tracts  already  appropriated  could  not  be 
sulficicntly  known  to  the  government  surveyor  without  the  expense  of  a  resurvey. 

No  one  can  safclj-  venture  a  positive  opinion  as  to  the  quantity  or  portion  of  the  remaining  852,237 
acres  that  might  be  granted  at  a  graduated  price  by  opening  offices  for  entry  in  each  county,  as  now 
practiced  by  us;  but  no  one  at  all  ac(iuainted  with  the  true  situation  of  the  country  can  for  a  moment 
doubt  the  im])racticability  of  laying  oil'  and  selling  what  now  remains,  upon  any  system  like  the  present, 
as  practiced  by  the  United  States,  without  jiositive  loss  to  the  government. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

DANIEL  GRAHAM,  Seerelanj  of  Slale,  Tennessee. 

George  Graium,  Es(|  ,  Conanissioner,  <{c.,  Washinrjlon  City. 
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2  1st  Congress.]  No.    764.  fl.sT  Session  , 

APPLICATION    OF   ARKANSAS    FOR    PRE-KMI'TlON    RIOIITS    TO    ACTUAL    SETTLERS,  AND 
THE  APPOINTMENT  OF  A  SURVEYOR  GENERAL  FOR  THAT  TERRITORY. 

COMMUNICATED    To    THE    HOfSE    OF    REPRESE\TATI\T-:S    .lANlAUV    II,     IS.'iO. 
A  MEMORIAL  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  prayhii^  .i  ine-emption  riyht  to  every  actual  settler  in  Arkansas. 

To  tin'  honorable  thi'  Si'na/e  and  Hou-^e  of  Jlepiv.-^enlalin:''  of  Ijn-  Uniird  Slater  in  (fonijres.<i  a^xenihlfd : 

Your  iiicmoTialists,  bduml  \>y  (ibli^-ations  wliich  mi  cuiisicioratioM  can  iiKlncc  tliciu  to  I'ni-L'g'o,  would 
humbly  suggest  to  your  hduorablo  bodies  the  propriety  of  g-rantin!>;  to  every  actual  settler  now  within  the 
limits  of  our  Territory  the  right  of  pve-emptidu.  When  they  relleet  upon  their  remote  situation  from  the 
protecting  arm  of  tlie  general  government;  tlieir  weakness  in  point  of  population;  their  ahnost  total  want 
of  the  means  of  defence;  and  their  proximity  to  the  fearless  and  vindictive  savages,  they  feel,  perhaps,  a 
too  certain  confidence  in  the  success  of  their  application.  Secure  to  the  citizens  of  Arkansas  a  rigiit  to 
them  so  invaluable,  and  j-ou  at  once  create  a  love  of  country  which  no  disadvantage  can  abate.  Give  to 
them  a  security  that  their  homes  are  tlieir  own,  and  bravely  will  they  defend  them.  A  few  years  since 
Arkansas  was  a  remote  and  unexplored  wilderness,  and  many,  indeed,  were  the  difficulties  whieii  opposed 
the  progress  of  emigration.  Tiiose  difficulties  have,  however,  been  measurably  surmounted  ly  the  bold 
and  the  fearless.  Here  they  came  when  all  was  gloom;  here  they  established  their  homes,  and  here  they 
are  rearing  a  hardy  race  of  sons.  Exposed  to  all  the  privations  of  the  wilderness,  they  have  settled  U|iiin 
the  public  domain,  because,  upon  their  arrival  here,  no  lands  had  been  siu'vcyed  or  offered  for  sale.  The 
advantages  of  civilization,  the  society  of  friends  and  relations  were  abandoned  ly^  them  under  the  i'ullest 
couA'iction  that  here  they  could  obtain  farms  for  their  children,  and  justly  claim  the  soil  which  yielded 
them  support.  In  making  these  observations,  however,  they  acknowledge,  witii  the  best  feelings,  the 
generosity  of  the  general  government  in  making  appropriations  for  the  internal  im|n'ovement  of  Arkansas. 
The  western  wilds  are  daily  advancing  in  population,  and  would  it  not  be  jiolicy  in  the  general  govern- 
ment to  cheer  the  labors  of  the  honest  settler  ?  What  will  more  effectually  do  so  than  a  grant  of  a  pre- 
emption rig'ht  ?  Other  countries  have  made  donations  to  her  settlers;  and  the  country  adjoining  our 
territory  has  offered  land  as  an  inducement  to  emigration.  Arkansas  has  felt  the  effect  of  this  Mexican 
liberality,  because  some  of  her  most  flourishing  settlements  have  been  drained  of  their  population.  The 
settlers  of  Arkansas  have  made  lasting  and  valuable  improvements,  which  tend  to  enhance  the  value  of 
her  lands;  and  it  not  unfrequently  happens  that  they  are  nmde  the  prey  of  unprincipled  speculators.  Will 
the  general  government,  we  say,  can  they,  deny  to  us  this  request  ?  Will  they  say  to  this  poor  and 
lionest  settler  that  he  shall  be  driven  from  his  home  and  his  fireside  by  the  remorseless  speculator  ? 
Believing,  as  we  do,  in  the  bold  and  liberal  policy  of  the  present  general  government,  we  cannot  entertain, 
we  spurn  the  idea  that  this  protection  will  be  withheld,  particularly  when  we  reflect  that  at  least  two- 
thirds  of  our  settlers  will  be  benefited  by  it.  We  ask  not  of  the  general  government  a  donation  of  the 
land;  we  ask  not  a  diminution  of  the  price;  we  ask  only  a  preference  in  paying  that  price.  Actuated 
by  no  sordid  motive;  conscious  of  the  justness  and  reasonableness  of  our  request,  we  present  this  sul> 
ject  to  the  consideration  of  the  national  assembly,  with  an  honest  conviction  that  it  will  meet  with  that 
liberality  which  has  ever  characterized  that  body. 

JOHN  WILSON,  Speafer  of  the  Home  of  liCpre^entatives. 
CHAS.  CALDWELL,  President  of  the  LegUlatire  CoimeU. 

Approved  Xovember  5,  1829. 

JOHN   POPE. 


To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representaiiueti  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled  : 
The  memorial  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  humbly  represents  to  your  honor- 
able bodies  that  the  establishment  of  a  surveyor  general's  office  at  some  suitable  place  in  Arkansas  will 
not  only  be  of  great  importance  and  Ijenefit  to  the  Territory,  but  certainly  much  conducive  to  the  interest 
of  the  United  States,  so  far  as  that  interest  may  be  connected  with  the  unsurvcyed  public  lands  within 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas.  The  general  assembly  will  briefly  unfold  to  tlie  view  and  attention  of  Congress 
some  of  the  reasons  which  have  induced  them  to  present  this  their  memorial;  from  a  due  and  attentive 
consideration  of  which  by  Congress,  they  conceive  the  propriety'  and  reasonableness  of  their  present 
application  will  appear  manifest.  In  the  first  place,  they  will  observe  that  a  great  portion  of  the  public 
lands  yet  to  be  surveyed  within  this  Territory  are  remote  from  the  present  survej'or's  office  from  four  to 
six  hundred  miles.  This  being  the  fact,  a  consequence  resulting  from  it  is,  that  the  deputy  surveyors 
who  contract  to  survey  those  lands,  and  who  are  frequently  under  the  necessity  of  calling  on  the  surveyor 
general  for  instructions  after  they  commenced  their  labors,  must  meet  with  great  difficulty  and  inconve- 
nience on  account  of  the  great  distance  between  the  lands  to  be  surveyed  and  the  surveyor  general's 
office.  The  difficulty  and  inconvenience  here  suggested  create  a  suspension  of  the  deputy  surveyor's 
operaticms  until  the  necessary  communications  can  be  made  to  and  from  the  surveyor  general  at  St.  Louis, 
which  is  not  only  ruinous  to  the  deputy  surveyors,  but  detrimental  to  the  United  States  and  the  Territorj', 
on  account  of  jthe  great  delay  thus  occasioned  by  the  execution  of  the  surveys.  In  the  second  place,  the 
general  assembly  will  further  observe  tiiat  there  are  large  portions  of  unsurveyed  lands  on  the  borders  of 
our  great  water-courses  which  ought  to  have  been  surveyed  years  ago;  but  the  almost  impenetrable  cane- 
brates,  with  numerous  otiier  obstacles,  will  always  deter  surveyors  from  undertaking  at  the  present  pi-ices, 
especially  when  it  is  well  known  that  they  would  have,  in  addition,  to  encounter  the  same  inconvenience 
and  difficulty;  the  same  ruinous  expense  as  that  herein  above  mentioned,  occasioned  by  the  time  occupied 
in  necessary  communications  from  the  theatre  of  their  operations  to  the  office  of  the  surveyor  general  at  St. 
Louis.  The  price  for  surveying  laud  in  Arkansas  is  three  dollars  per  mile,  and  without  the  great  advan- 
tage of  having  a  surveyor  general's  office  within  her  borders.  In  the  Territory  of  Florida  it  is/o»;-  dollars 
per  mile,  with  the  office  of  a  surveyor  general  within  lier  bosom.  It  then  appears  that  the  contractors 
or  practical  surveyors  in  Florida  have  a  greater  incentive  to  execute  their  contracts  with  fidelity  than 
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those  of  Arkansas,  inasmuch  as  they  receive  more  pay,  and  have  a  public  instructor,  comparatively 
speaking,  within  a  few  links  of  their  compass;  yet,  as  a  reason  for  giving  to  Florida  this  two-fold  advan- 
tage, it  is  not  demonstrated  that  the  public  lauds  witliin  her  borders  are  more  arduous  and  difllcnlt  to 
survey  than  those  iu  Arkansas.  Thirdly.  From  what  has  previously  been  stated  in  this  memorial,  the 
general  assembly  would  respectfully  propound  to  your  consideration  whether  the  vast  quantity  of  land  yet 
to  be  survej-ed  in  this  Territory  does  not  seem  urgently  to  require  at  your  hands  the  establishment  of  a 
surveyor  general's  office  tliercin  ?  Whether  the  very  remote  situation  of  the  surveyor  general  from  the 
unsurveved  lands  in  this  Territory  does  not  render  it  highly  improbable  to  suppose  that  he  can  possess 
that  accurate  and  correct  information  of  the  country  so  absolutely  necessary  to  the  judicious  letting  of 
contracts  ?  The  surveys  of  the  public  land  hitherto  made  in  this  Territory  have  been  executed  principally 
by  surveyors  from  Missouri  and  Illinois.  Arkansas  has,  within  her  Territory,  a  sufficient  number  of  resi- 
dent competent  surveyors  to  execute  the  surveys  of  the  puldic  lands  within  her  borders.  In  concluding 
this  memorial,  it  is  submitted  whether  the  number  and  respectability  of  the  population  of  the  Territory, 
and  its  daily  increase,  do  not  entitle  it  to  the  office  of  a  surveyor  general  ? 

JOHN  AVILSON,  Speal-er  of  the  House  of  Rq:>resentatives. 

CIIAS.  CALDWELL,  President  of  lite  Legislative  Council. 

Approved  November  2,  1829. 

JOHN  POPE. 


21sT  Congress.]  .  No.   765.  [1st  Session. 

CLAIM   TO    LAND   IN   LOUISIANA. 

COMMT.N'ICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  JANUARY  11,    1830. 

Mr.  GuBLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  and  docu- 
ments of  John  McDonogh,  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  reported: 

That  petitioner  claims  a  tract  of  land  on  the  river  Mississippi,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  of  14  arpents 
in  front  by  80  in  depth,  eijual  to  1,120  arpents.  That,  in  support  of  his  claim,  he  exhibits  a  deed  of  sale 
from  Julian  Poydrass  to  Francis  Pausset,  dated  March  20,  ITJI;  a  copy  of  the  appraisement  of  said  land, 
after  the  death  of  Pausset,  at  §3,000,  and  made  February  12,  1803;  copy  of  the  probate  sale  of  the 
same  to  Michel  Mahier  for  $5,500,  on  June  2,  1804;  a  copy  of  sale  from  said  Mahier  to  Thomas  Dunford, 
of  said  land,  for  $5,500,  on  Julj'  26,  1806;  and,  lastly,  a  sale  from  said  Dunford  to  petitioner  of  the  land, 
in  consideration  of  $6,500,  dated  October  10,  1823. 

The  petitioner  also  claims  another  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  river  Amite,  of  1,200  arpents,  as 
having  been  granted  to  Domingo  Assaretto,  by  Governor  Miro,  or»  February  18,  1788.  It  appears  that 
the  said  land  was,  at  different  periods,  sold  for  the  taxes  due  thereon,  by  the  sheriff  of  the  parish  of  St. 
Helena.  That  the  first  sale  made  for  that  purpose  was  of  300  arpents,  which  was  adjudicated  to  Shepperd 
Brown  &  Co.,  of  which  petitioner  was  a  partner.  The  second  sale  of  the  remainder  of  the  tract  now 
claimed  appears  to  have  been  sold  to  Shepperd  Brown,  under  whom  petitioner  claims  title,  but  no  evidence 
of  the  fact  appears. 

In  regard  to  the  first  claim,  your  committee  cannot  recommend  its  confirmation,  inasmuch  as  there  is 
no  evidence  oiTcrcd  of  the  existence  of  a  title  in  Poydrass,  under  whom  petitioner  claims  the  land.  The 
several  transfers  from  him  to  petitioner  are  satisfactory;  and,  from  the  prices  paid  by  the  successive 
vendees,  and  especially  bj'  the  last,  they  cannot  doubt  that  the  title,  at  the  respective  periods  of  sale,  was 
considered  as  good.  They  are  fully  induced  to  this  favorable  opinion  of  the  claim  from  the  fact  that  the 
sale  from  Poydrass  to  Pausset,  and  the  appraisement  and  sale  of  the  land  after  his  death,  was  made  under 
the  government  of  Spain.  Your  committee,  therefore,  report  a  bill,  authorizing  the  register  and  receiver 
of  the  land  office  at  St.  Helena  to  receive  evidence,  and  report  on  the  claims  in  the  same  manner  as  if 
they  had  been  entered  during  the  time  that  the  office  was  open  for  that  purpose. 


21ST    CON-GRESS.  I  NO.     766.  [IST  SeSSION. 

CLAIM   TO    LAND   IN   LOUISIANA.  i*.. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  JANUARY  11,    1830. 

Mr.  GrauEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  documents  and 
accompanying  testimony  of  the  heirs  of  Alexander  Boyd,  deceased,  to  300  arpents  of  land,  situated 
on  the  river  Amite,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  reported : 

That  it  appears  that  said  tract  of  land  was  regularly  surve.ycd  for  Alexander  Boyd,  on  the  29th  August, 
1"I99,  by  Carlos  Trudeau,  royal  surveyor  of  the  province  of  Louisiana,  and,  as  he  states,  in  virtue  of  an 
order  from  Don  Carlos  de  Grand  Pre,  governor  of  the  district,  under  date  of  November  6,  1798. 
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Oh  tlie  24tli  March,  1S04,  the  ancestor  of  claiiiiauts  olitainril  a  i-rn'iilar  [lalcni  lor  saiil  laml  iV.im  |),,ii 
Juan  Ventura  Moralot^,  intondant  of  the  province  of  West  l-'lnrida.  in  which  he  (h'clarcs  thai  the  sainr  hail 
been  surveyed  by  Trudeau,  and  that  it  ha<l  been  (jrantal  to  thf  chiiiuant  hy  Manuel  (laynso  \)r  Lcums, 
governor  of  the  provinces,  on  the  31st  October,  1798. 

The  tirst  section  of  the  act  of  Cong-ress  of  March  3,  1810,  recognizes  all  (■(iiii|ilctc  grants  as  valid  mailc 
by  the  Spanish  government  prior  to  December  20,  1803,  being  the  pei-ind  nf  the  (hdivery  of  Ijouisiana  by 
France  to  the  United  States.  Tlie  question  then  is,  whether  such  comidete  grant,  in  favnr  of  said  H(iyd, 
for  the  land  now  claimed  did  exist  jirior  to  that  date? 

The  customary  mode  of  obtaining  land  from  the  Spanish  government  was  liy  prtilinning  the  g()\cin(ir 
of  the  district  or  post,  specifying  the  land  and  quantity  prayed  for.  This  petitimi,  acenniiianied  with  such 
remarks  as  he  might  think  pro]ier  to  make,  was  i'urwaiih'd  by  him  or  petitinner  to  the  guvernur  of  the 
provinces,  who  made  an  order  directing  the  land  to  be  surveyed,  and,  if  Ibujid  to  he  vacant,  tVe.,  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  granted. 

The  survey  in  this  case  having  been  made,  in  1799,  by  order  of  the  governor  of  the  district,  together 
with  the  practice  and  usage  of  the  province  that  reijuired  a  previous  grant  or  order  from  the  intendant  of 
the  provinces,  added  to  the  declaration  of  Morales,  who  succeeded  De  Lemos  as  intendant,  that  the  said 
land  had  not  only  been  surveyed  by  the  royal  surveyor,  but  (jranti'.d  by  his  jiredecessors  on  the  3Ist  Octoher, 
1798,  induces  your  committee  to  come  to  a  conclusion  favorable  to  the  claimants.  Your  committee  are, 
however,  of  opinion  that  no  power  existed  in  the  government  of  Spain  after  Deceintier  20,  1803,  to  mak(! 
any  valid  disposition  of  the  public  domain  in  the  territory  in  which  this  claim  is  situated,  the  same  having 
been  conveyed  l>y  the  treaty  of  April  30,  1803,  to  the  United  States  as  a  part  of  Louisiana. 

Your  committee,  though  not  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  testimony  to  show  the  exisli'uce  of  a  grant 
previous  to  December  20,  1803,  for  tlic  land  claimed,  yet,  considering  the  strong  presumi)tion  of  the  fact 
raised  by  the  evidence  and  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  small  quantity'  of  land  claimed,  and  tiie  anticpiity 
of  the  origin  of  title,  recommend  its  confirmatiiju  as  a  dcmation,  and  for  that  purpose  report  a  l.iill. 


2  1st  Coxcress.]  No.   767.  [1st  Session-. 

C  L  A  I  M    TO    L  A  X  I)    I  X    F  L  0  K  I  D  A. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESEXT.WIVES    .lAXU.UiY    II,     IS30. 

Mr.  Test,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Moses  E.  Levy, 

reported  : 

The  petitioner  sets  forth  in  his  petition  that  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  of  one  Catalina  de  Jeues  do 
Los  Hijuelos,  of  two  thousand  acres,  in  the  year  1824;  that  the  land  lies  in  and  forms  a  part  of  that  tract 
of  country  in  East  Florida  called  the  Big  Hammock,  or  Big  Swamp,  near  the  head  of  the  Oklewaha  river, 
and  which  he  says  has  been  duly  confirmed  to  him  under  the  acts  of  Congress  in  that  case  made  and 
provided;  that  the  land  was  very  valuable;  that  he  had  intended  to  make  an  immediate  settlement  on  the 
same;  that  to  facilitate  his  design,  he  disposed  of  a  moiety  of  the  land.  lie  further  sets  fm'th  in  his  petition 
that,  since  his  purchase,  and  since  the  treaty  of  Moultrie  with  the  Florida  Indians,  (whicli  appears  to  have 
been  made  in  the  j-ear  1823,  one  year  before  his  purchase,)  the  United  States  have  extended  the  Indian 
limits  so  as  to  include  his  two  thousand  acres  of  land,  and  that  it  has  accordingly  been  assigned  to  the 
Indians,  whereby  it  is  totally  lost  to  him.  He  therefore  prays  that,  as  by  the  act  of  the  government  he  has 
lost  his  land,  they  will  make  him  compensation  for  his  loss. 

The  petition  shows  a  fair  case  for  relief  if  the  proof  corresponded  with  the  statement.  The  oidy  i)roof, 
however,  submitted  to  the  committee  by  the  petitioner  was  the  survey  of  two  thousand  acres  of  land,  situate 
on  the  river  Oklewaak,  made  in  1819  for  the  benefit  of  Catalina  de  Jeues  Hijuclos-  A  certificate  signed 
by  Mr.  Drysdale,  (not  under  oath,)  who  certifies  "that  the  foregoing  is  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  of 
a  tract  of  land,  which  is  part  of  a  purchase  of  about  70,000  acres  of  land  in  East  Florida,  made  by  Moses 
E.  Levy,  in  1824,  and  that,  with  the  exception  of  this  2,000  acres,  and  three  other  small  tracts,  the  whole 
of  the  said  70,000  acres  were  held  by  grants  of  a  larger  quantity  than  the  land  commissioners  were 
authorized  to  confirm;  and  this  knowledge,  ho  says,  is  derived  from  his  having  been  enqoloyed  as  an  attorney 
by  him  to  draw-  the  convej-ances,  and  having,  as  his  agent,  paid  a  part  of  the  purchase  money,"  together 
with  a  deed  from  Catalina  de  Jeues  de  Los  Hijuelos  to  the  jietitioner,  made  and  executed  by  William 
Travers,  her  attorney  in  fact,  (without  showing  the  letter  of  attorney,)  on  the  10th  day  of  February,  1825, 
for  the  same  2,000  acres  of  land,  as  the  committee  presume  from  the  description.  The  above  is  all  the 
evidence  presented  to  the  committee,  as  before  mentioned. 

The  apparent  fairness  of  the  case  presented  in  the  petition  induced  the  committee,  with  great  labor, 
to  seek  among  the  records  of  the  country  for  evidence  in  his  behalf.  Their  search,  however,  has  been 
fruitless;  they  have  not  been  able  to  discover  among  these  records  any  land  of  the  description  of  those  set 
forth  in  the  petition  confirmed  by  the  commissioners  to  th  petitioner.  They  do  find  that,  in  their  returns 
made  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  31st  day  of  December,  182.5,  2,000  acres  of  land  of  the  above 
description,  recommended  by  them  for  confirmation  to  Catalina  de  Jeues  de  los  Hijuelos,  and  which  the  act 
of  Congress  of  Februaiy  8,  1827,  (see  Land  Laws,  page  926, )  duly  confirms  to  her.  Then,  in  the  first  place, 
the  petitioner  fails  in  making  out  his  title  to  the  land,  but  it  rather  appears  to  be  in  another  person. 
Suppose,  however,  his  title  to  be  good,  it  does  not  appear  from  any  testimony  before  the  committee  tliat 
the  land  lies  within  the  country  lately  assigned  to  the  Indians. 

Therefore,  resolved  that  the  said  petitioner  is  not  entitled  to  relief  in  this  case. 
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21sT  Congress.]  -No.    (68.  [1st  Session. 

ON  AN  APPLICATION  TO   BE   ALLOWED  TO  SELL  INDIAN   KESERVATIONS  IN  ALABAMA. 

COMMU.N'ICWTED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    11,    1830. 

Mr.  Clay,  from  tlie  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions  of  Conaleskee,  (com- 
monly called  Challenge,)  James  Ore,  Giles  M'Anulty,  and  George  Stiggins,  reported: 

That  the  three  first  named  individuals,  being  lioad.s  of  Ciierokee  Indian  families,  claiming  and  pos- 
sessing reservations  under  a  treaty  made  with  that  tribe  of  Indians  on  the  Sth  day  of  July,  1817,  .state 
they  are  dissatisfied  with  their  residence  among  the  wliites,  l)y  whom  they  are  viewed  as  inferiors,  and 
treated  with  contempt  and  contumely;  that  they  are  desirous  to  remove  beyond  the  Mississippi,  and  reside 
among  their  brethren  and  equals;  that  they  cannot  do  so  without  incurring  a  forfeiture  of  the  interest 
they  hold  under  that  treaty-;  and  some  of  them  state  that  they  have  not  the  means  of  removal,  unless,  by 
a  relinquishment  from  the  LTnited  States,  they  are  enabled  to  sell  the  lands  which  they  hold.  George 
Stiggins  states,  in  substance,  that  he  holds  a  like  reservation  under  the  treaty  made  witli  the  Creek 
Indians,  at  Fort  Jackson,  on  the  9th  of  August,  1814;  that  he  has  a  family  of  children,  whom  he  is 
desirous  to  rear  and  educate,  but  is  poor  and  without  the  means  to  do  so,  unless  the  United  States  will 
make  a  like  relinquishment  and  enable  him  to  sell.  His  petition  is  accompanied  by  a  certificate  in  favor 
of  his  pretensions  to  character  and  intellect;  and  that  it  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  himself  and  family 
to  grant  the  prayer  of  his  petition. 

Your  committee  beg  leave  to  state  that,  by  reference  to  said  treaties,  it  appears  a  forfeiture  would 
occur,  under  that  with  the  Cherokccs,  by  a  removal  of  the  individual  to  v-hom  the  reservation  has  been 
allowed;  but  the  title  would  vest  in  his  heirs,  without  such  condition  of  forfeiture,  if  he  remained  on  the 
reservation  during  his  life.  Under  the  treaty  with  the  Creek  Indians  a  forfeiture  would  occur  by  the 
removal  of  the  reservec  or  his  descendants. 

Your  committee  are  satisfied  of  the  correctness  of  the  views  presented  by  the  petitioners  in  regard 
to  the  disadvantages  under  which  they  labor  among  the  whites.  By  the  constitution  and  laws  of  Ala- 
bama they  are  denied  a  participation  in  the  privileges  of  citizenship,  common  to  others,  and  consequentlj' 
are  viewed  and  treated  as  inferiors.  From  a  situation  so  unpleasant,  if  not  insupportable,  it  is  reasonable 
they  should  desire  to  be  relieved.  The  government  of  the  United  States  can  have  no  interest  in  refusing 
to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  except  on  the  contingency  of  their  removal,  as  above  stated,  to 
which  they  might  be  compelled,  in  process  of  time,  by  the  disagreeable  circumstances  which  attend,  and 
which  must  continue  to  attend,  their  residence  among  the  whites.  The  contingencv'  alluded  to  is  remote, 
and  altogether  in  the  power  of  the  reservees;  and  your  committee  believe  that  neither  the  interest  nor 
policy  of  the  United  States  requires  the  continuance  of  the  restraint  imposed  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty. 
They  therefore  ask  leave  to  report  a  bill. 


2  1st  Congress.]  No.    769.  [1st  Session. 

PROVISION  FOR  MAKING  EMBANKMENTS,  BRIDGES,  AND  ROADS  ON  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS 

IN  LOUISIANA. 

L'O.M.MlNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    JANUARY    12,     1830. 

Mr.  LmNGSTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
directing  thein  to  inquire  whether  justice  and  the  interests  of  the  United  States  do  not  require  that 
provision  should  be  made  by  law  for  constructing  embankments  and  bridges  and  making  roads  on 
the  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  reported: 

That  the  United  States  own  large  tracts  of  land,  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  or  those  of 
several  of  its  outlets  into  the  lakes  and  the  sea,  and  on  the  water-courses,  called  bayous,  in  that  State; 
that  all  these  lauds  are  subject  to  be  inundated  by  the  annual  ri.se  of  the  Mississippi  until  they  shall  be 
protected  by  a  levee  or  embankment;  and  until  tha"t  work  is  performed  will  be  of  little  or  no  value. 

That  such  embankment  is  not  only  necessary  to  give  value  to  the  lands  on  which  it  is  erected,  but 
also  to  protect  the  adjoining  plantations  from  inundation,  and  their  proprietors,  in  many  instances,  from 
the  loss  of  their  crops  and  consequent  ruin. 

That  every  individual  owning  land  so  situated  is  obliged,  under  very  heavy  penalties,  to  make  the 
levee  in  front  of  his  land,  and  keep  it  in  repair,  on  account  of  the  great  injury  that  would  result  to  the 
community  from  a  breach  being  made  in  any  part  of  it.  That  each  grantee  of  land,  under  the  successive 
governments  of  France  and  Spain,  in  Louisiana,  was  also  obliged  to  make  and  keep  in  repair  a  road,  of  forty 
feet  vyide,  across  the  front  of  his  [jlantation,  and  make  and  sustain  bridges  over  the  ditches,  necessary  for 
carrying  off  the  water  that  leaked  through  the  levee;  all  these  being  matters  of  the  utmost  consequence 
to  the  whole  settlement,  were  ordered  to  be  performed  under  heavy  fines  and  forfeitures;  and  have  always 
been  placed  under  the  care  of  a  vigilant  police,  created  for  that  purpose.  When  the  lands  were  not 
granted,  and  the  making  of  the  levee  was  expensive,  it  was  done,  under  the  Spanish  government,  at  the 
expense  of  the  crown. 

Since  the  change  of  government  no  provision  has  been  made  for  this  purpose  by  the  United  States. 
Ihcy  own   the  lands,  Imt   are  subject  to  none  of  the   burdens  that  are  imposed  on  individuals  for  its 
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improvement,  or  to  pr('\'ont  its  becoming  the  means  nf  ruin  to  the  acljiiininf;'  planters.  Tlicy  pay  no  taxes, 
and  their  property  is  inereascil  in  value  solely  at  the  exiH'usi'  n\'  tho  Stale,  whirh  has  no  interest  in  the 
lands,  or  of  individuals  less  able  to  bear  it;  or,  if  this  is  not  dune,  llic  lands  remain  unimproved,  and 
injure  the  value  vi'  those  which  have  previously  been  granti'il. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  committee  think,  in  answer  to  the  inquiries  they  have  been  directed 
to  make,  that  both  "justice  and  the  interest  of  the  United  States  require  that  provision  shoulil  be  made 
by  law  for  making-  embankments,  roads,  and  bridg-es,  on  the  lands  owned  by  the  United  States  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana,"  fur  which  purpose  they  report  a  bill. 


2  1st  Coxgress.]  No.    770.  [1st  Session. 

C  L  A  I  M    TO    LAND    IN    L  0  U  I  S  I  A  N  A  . 

C<1M.MCNIC.\TED  TO  THE  IIOISE  (IF  REl'RESE.NTATIVES  J,V.\TARY    13,    1830. 

Mr.  Oi'ni.EV,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  and  docu- 
ments of  the  heirs  of  Baptiste  Le  (ieudre,  rejiorted; 

That  petitioners  claim  six  arpents  of  land  in  fnuit,  by  forty  in  deiitli,  on  the  river  Mississippi,  in  tiic 
parish  of  ^Vest  Baton  Kouge,  as  having  been  granted  to  their  ancestor  by  the  Spanish  government  in  the 
year  1785,  and  that  the  same  has  been  constantly  inhabited  and  cultivated  b}-  him  and  his  heirs  ever  since. 

From  the  testimony  offered  in  support  of  this  claim  it  appears  that  the  said  Baptiste  Le  Gendrc  received 
a  grant  for  said  land  in  1785,  and  that  the  same  has  been,  since  that  period  to  the  present,  cultivated  by 
him  and  his  heirs,  the  petitioners.  It  also  appears  that  the  said  land  was  surveyed  on  March  9,  1806,  by 
Ephraini  Davidson,  deputy  surveyor,  pursuant  to  an  order  from  the  surveyor  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  in  conforraitj'  with  the  request  of  the  claimants. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  tlie  petitioners  bring  their  claim  within  the  principle  established 
b)'  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  3,  1807,  and  that,  had  it  been  entered  before  the 
commissioners  during  the  period  in  which  they  were  authorized  to  receive  them,  it  would  have  been 
confirmed  under  that  act,  in  cnmnion  with  others  resting-  upon  no  better  evidence  or  higher  title.  The 
fact  that  this  claim  was  not  so  entered  is  not,  in  the  opinion  of  j'our  committee,  a  sufficient  cause  for 
rejecting  it,  especially  as  the  petitioners  represent,  as  is  probably  the  fact,  that  it  was  owing  to  want  of 
intelligence  in  the  individual  who  was  then  intrusted  with  tlie  management  and  administration  of  their 
property. 

Being  of  this  opinion,  j'our  committee  report  a  bill  for  their  relief. 


21sT  Congress.]  No.  771.  [Lst  Session. 

CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COMMUNIC.VTED  to  the  house  of  RErRESENT.iTIVES  J.iNU.iRY   13,    1830. 

Mr.  tiuRLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  I'rivate  Land  Claims,  to  whom  were  rel'i-rred  the  petition  and  docu- 
ments of  Alexander  Fridge,  reported: 

That  the  petitioner  claims  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  in  that  part  of  Louisiana  lying  east  of 
the  Mississippi  and  Island  of  New  Orleans,  in  virtue  of  habitation  and  cultivation,  under  the  act  of  JIarch 
3,  1819.  It  appears  from  the  testimony  adduced  in  support  of  this  claim  that  John  Fridge,  the  father  of 
petitioner,  settled  upon  said  land  in  the  year  1799,  and  crmtinued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same  from 
that  time  until  1810,  when  it  came  into  the  possession  of  petitioner,  who  has  inhabited  and  cultivated  the 
same  ever  since;  that  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  April  '25,  1812,  the  commissioner  appointed  to  ascertain 
title  and  claims  to  land  in  the  district  in  which  this  claim  is  situated  was  required  to  collect  and  report 
to  Congress  a  list  of  the  actual  settlers  who  had  no  claim  to  land  derived  from  the  governments  who  had 
previously  possessed  the  countr_y. 

The  third  section  of  tlie  act  of  March  3,  1819,  provides  that  the  persons  emliraccd  in  the  list  of  actual 
settlers  reported  by  the  said  commissioner  not  having  any  written  evidence  of  claim,  reported  as  aforesaid, 
shall,  when  it  appears  by  the  said  list  that  the  land  claimed  or  settled  on  had  been  actually  inhabited  and 
cultivated  by  such  person  or  persons  in  whose  right  he  claims  on  or  before  the  15th  day  of  April,  1813, 
be  entitled  to  a  grant  for  the  land  so  claimed  or  settled  on,  as  a  donation,  provided  that  the  same  shall 
not  exceed  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  &c.  Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  embraced 
in  the  principle  established  bj'  the  third  section  of  the  act  before  referred  to,  and,  had  it  been  entered 
upon  the  list  of  actual  settlers,  that  it  would  have  been  confirmed  by  the  same.  The  petitioner  states 
that  there  has  been  no  intentional  neglect  on  his  part;  that  he  intrusted  the  entry  of  his  claim  to  one  of 
his  neighbors,  and  tliat  he  remained,  until  lately,  ignorant  tliat  he  had  neglected  to  do  so.  Your  com- 
mittee arc  of  opinion  that  the  petitioner  is  entitled  to  relief,  and  flir  that  purpose  report  a  bill. 


3S  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  773. 


21sT  Congress.]  No.    772.  [1st  Session. 

CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

C05IMUNIC.VTED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  EEPKESENT.iTIVES  JANUARY   13,    1830. 

Mr.  GuRLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  and  docu- 
ments of  Fran9ois  Isidore  Tuillic-r,  reported: 

That  tlie  petitioner  claims  si.x  arpents  of  land  in  front,  by  forty  in  depth,  on  the  river  Mississippi,  in 
the  parish  uf  West  Baton  Kongo,  State  of  Louisiana,  as  having-  been  given  to  him  in  the  year  1785  by  the 
Spanish  government,  and  constantly  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  him  from  that  time  to  the  present.  It 
appears  from  the  evidence  prudiu-od  that  the  said  land  has  been  in  possession  of  petitioner  from  1785  to 
the  present  time;  that  the  same  was  surveyed  in  180G  by  E.  Davidson,  United  States  surveyor. 

Your  committee  recommend  the  confirmation  of  this  claim,  as  similar  to  that  of  the  heirs  of  Baptiste 
Le  Gcndre.     They  therefore  report  a  bill. 


2  1st  Congress.]  No.    773.  .  [Ist,  Session. 

KEMEDIES  FOR  PREVENTION  OF  FRAUDS  IN  THE  ADJUSTMENT   OF  LAND  TITLES  IN 

ARKANSAS. 

communicated    to    the    house    of    representatives     .JANUARY    14,    1830. 

Mr.  Storrs,  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  who  were  instructed  by  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  22d  day  of  December  last  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
extending  the  time  for  appeals  from  the  decisions  of  tiie  courts  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  under 
the  acts  of  May  26,  1824,  and  May  22,  1826,  and  providing  such  remedies  as  it  may  he  in  the  power 
of  Congress  to  adopt  for  the  prevention  of  frauds  on  the  United  States  under  the  said  acts,  reported: 

That  they  have  examined  the  subject  so  referred  to  them,  and  respectfully  refer  the  House  to  the 
papers  accompanying  this  report,  and  the  documents  communicated  to  the  House  with  the  President's 
message  at  the  commencement  of  this  session,  (Doc.  No.  2,  pp.  317  to  328,)  for  the  history  of  the 
proceedings  in  the  superior  court  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  under  the  said  acts. 

As  doubts  appear  to  have  been  entertained  in  the  court  of  vVrkansas  of  the  power  of  the  court  to 
proceed  by  bills  of  review  to  examine  how  far  any  of  the  decrees  under  these  acts  were  obtained  by 
fraud,  arising  out  of  forgeries  imposed  on  the  court,  the  committee  have  reported  a  bill  for  confirming  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court  to  proceed  in  that  way  to  revise  their  decrees  in  cases  where  bills  of  review  have 
been  already  filed,  or  may  be  hereafter  filed,  for  that  purpose,  and  to  continue  the  powers  of  the  court 
until  the  1st  day  of  July,  1831.  The  former  acts,  creating  and  continuing  their  powers,  would  otherwise 
expire  on  the  26th  day  of  May,  1830;  and,  as  the  court  has  adjourned  until  the  first  Monday  in  April  next, 
the  remedy  to  the  United  States,  founded  on  bills  of  review,  w(nild  probably  be  substantially  defeated 
without  continuing  them  for  a  period  which  shall  aflord  ample  time  to  detect,  and  establish  by  proof,  the 
numerous  forgeries  on  which  most  of  these  claims  were  founded. 

Under  circumstances  which  clearly  show  that  the  liberal  and  generous  policj'  of  the  government  has 
been  greatly  abused  by  claimants  under  these  laws,  the  committee  have  deemed  it  to  be  their  duty  further 
to  recommend  to  the  House,  in  the  bill  herewith  submitted,  several  provisions,  which  shall  more  effectually 
defeat  the  success  of  fraudulent  claims.  It  is  manifestly  proper  that,  until  a  revision  of  the  decrees  of 
the  court  can  be  obtained,  the  right  of  entering  lands  under  them  should  be  suspended;  and  that  in  every 
case  the  original  warrants,  orders  of  survey,  grants,  and  concessions,  on  which  the  claims  aie  founded, 
should  be  returned  to  the  files  of  the  court,  or  deposited  in  some  public  office  of  the  government,  befnre 
the  lands  are  patented.  The  second  section  of  the  proposed  bill  brings  the  subject,  hereafter,  within  the 
further  review  of  Congress,  where  it  can  be  more  satisfactorily  detei-inined  what  further  measures  may  be 
necessary  for  securing  to  fair  claimants,  only,  the  privileges  granted  by  the  acts  in  question.  In  the 
meantime,  the  investigations  before  the  court  in  Arkansas,  on  the  bills  of  review  to  be  instituted  there, 
will  enable  Congress  to  determine,  from  the  evidence  produced  to  the  court,  the  true  character  of  every 
claim. 


A. 
SIATEMENT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONER  OF  THE  GENERAL   LAND  OFFICE. 

A  statement  for  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Previous  to  January,  1828,  there  were  but  four  applications  to  this  office  for  patents  for  lands 
confirmed  by  the  court  of  Arkansas,  under  tlie  provisions  of  the  act  approved  May  26,  1824.  The  entries, 
in  these  cases,  had  been  mad(^  at  the  land  office  at  Batesville,  and'patents  were  issued.  In  the  months  of 
February  and  March,  1S28,  the  land  officers  at  Little  Rock  transmitted  the  papers  in  relation  to  seven 
claims  that  had  been  coidirmed  by  the  court,  and  on  which  patents  were  claimed.  The  letter  from  those 
officers,  marked  No.  1,  and  dated  March  1,  1828,  produced  an  impression  on  mv  mind  that  many  of  these 
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claims  wore  spurious;  and,  as  a  bill  was  then  beinre  tli(;  Land  Cuniniiltee  fur  extending!;  the  priivisions  of 
the  act  of  May,  1824,  I  enclosed  a  copy  of  this  coinniiinicatinn  bi  the  chairman  of  tiiat  committee. — (See 
letter  No  2.)  The  provisions  of  the  act  of  182-t  havinj;'  brcn  cxtcniicd  by  the  act  of  May  24,1828, 
immediately  after  the  adjournment  of  Congress  1  returned  tn  th(^  bind  nllicers  at  Little  Rock  the  papers  in 
all  the  cases  which  they  had  transmitted  to  this  office,  for  the  icasnns  ussif;-ned  in  the  letter  No.  :!,  dated 
June  3,  1828.  In  the  month  of  September,  1S28,  the  papers  in  fivo  nlhor  cases  were  transmitted  by  the 
land  officers  at  Batesville  to  obtain  patents.  In  two  of  these  cases  jiabMits  were  issued,  and  the  others 
dis|iosed  of  as  stated  in  the  letter  No.  4,  dated  October  0,  1828.  Subsecjuent  investig-ation,  however,  has 
satisiied  me  that  those  two  patents  have  been  improperly  issued.  It  tlius  ajipears  tluit  in  October,  1828, 
all  the  ai)plications  for  patents  made  to  this  office  had  been  either  patented  (U-  the  papers  returned  for 
further  evidence  of  title.  In  the  months  of  Decemlicr,  1828,  and  January,  ls29,  thirty  or  forty  claims 
were  received  from  the  land  officers  at  Little  Rock  and  Batesville.  By  a  comparison  of  the  ]iaiiers  in 
those  cases,  it  appeared  that  the  assignments  generally  were  prove<l  by  the  same  persons  liefore  the  same 
officers,  and  that  the  signatures  purporting  to  be  tlmse  ol'  the  individuals  to  whom  the  land  had  been 
confirmed  were  evidently  written  by  not  more  tlum  two  or  three  dittertuit  persons.  It  was  these 
circumstances  which  contirmed  my  previous  suspicions  of  the  frauduleat  character  of  nearly  all  of  those 
claims,  and  caused  the  suspension  of  issuing  patents  until  further  investigation.  I  was  informed  by  the 
Attorney  General  that  he  had  made,  or  would  make,  an  application  to  the  Supreme  Court  for  a  mandamus 
to  bring  up  a  nuniber  of  cases  from  Arkansas,  and  that  it  would  be  advisalile  to  await  the  result  of  that 
motion.  The  applicati<in  was  refused  by  the  coua't,  on  the  l(5th  of  March,  1829,  anil  the  course  as  pointed 
out  in  my  letter  to  Mr.  Roan,  No.  5,  dated  April  30  last,  was  tlien  decided  on  and  pursued. 


No.  1. 

REtiisTEii's  AXD  Receiver's  Office,  Litlle  Ruck,  March  I,  1828. 

Sir:  We  have  been  ajiplied  to  fjr  the  location  of  some  Spanish  claims  in  this  land  district,  confirmed 
by  the  supreme  court  for  this  Territory  at  their  last  (Deceml.)er)  term.  At  first  we  had  an  idea  of  not 
taking  any  steps  relative  to  their  location  until  we  had  communicated  with  you  upon  the  subject,  for  the 
reason  that  those  assignments  by  the  original  claimant  are  of  a  date  long  anterior  to  the  decrees  of  the 
court  confirming  the  land  to,  and  in  the  name  of,  said  original  claimants. 

Now,  we  are  bound  to  presume  that  those  assignments  never  were  presented  to  the  court;  or  if 
presented,  were  deemed  insufficient  by  the  court. 

We  have,  however,  on  more  mature  reflection,  made  out  three  certificates,  embracing  all  the 
applications  of  the  kind  at  present  before  us,  which  we  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  you,  together 
with  a  monthly  abstract  of  the  same.  You  will  also  herewith  receive  the  three  decrees  of  confirmation, 
with  all  the  evidence  of  the  transfer  of  title,  such  as  it  is. 

Our  motive  for  this  course  was  to  bring  all  the  papers  before  you  as  they  were  presented  to  us;  we 
•will  make  no  entry  of  them  on  our  books  until  we  hear  from  you.  Whether  or  not  the  circumstance  above 
referred  to  shall  interpose  any  bar  to  the  location  of  those  claims  is  respectfully  submitted  to  your 
consideration. 

We   are  informed  that  there  were  about  fifty  thousand  acres  of  land   confirmed  by  the  court  at  their 
last  December  term;  and  from  the  disposition  that  is  making  of  those  claims   there  will  likely  be  little  or 
no  land  sold  at  this  office  for  some  years  to  come,  unless  there  should  be  an  increased  demand  for  it. 
We  are,  very  respectfully^  sir,  your  obedient  servants. 


.George  Gr.\h.ui,  Esq  ,  Cununissioner  if  the  General  Land  Office,  ]\'ashington. 


BEN.  DESHA. 
B.  SMITH. 


No.  2. 

Gexer.u.  L.\xd  Office,  Ajml  28,   1828. 

Sir:  As  there  is  a  bill  now  before  your  committee  extending  the  time  for  filing  petitions  under  the 
provisions  of  an  act  "enabling  the  claimants  to  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Missouri  and 
Tcrritoiy  of  Arkansas  to  institute  proceedings  to  try  the  validity  of  their  claims,"  I  enclose  for  your 
information  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  from  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  at  Little  Rock. 

Should  it  be  deemed  expedient  to  extend  the  time  of  filing  claims  under  tlie  above-mentioned  act,  I 
would  suggest  the  propriety  of  so  amending  the  existing  law  as  to  permit  no  claims  to  lie  hereafter  filed 
except  such  as  had  been  submitted  to  the  tribunals  which  had  been  constituted  by  law  for  the  adjustment 
of  land  claims  in  the  present  limits  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  and  to  authorize  the  district  attorney  to 
enter  an  appeal  in  all  cases  where  he  might  deem  it  necessary. 

The  three  particular  cases  referred  to  in  the  letter  of  the  register  and  receiver  do  not  appear,  from 
the  records  of  this  office,  to  have  been  submitted  to  any  of  the  former  tribunals  for  adjusting  land  claims. 
With  great  respect,  ifcc, 

GEO.  GRxVHAM. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Is.\CKS,  Chairman  of  Commillcc  on  Public  Lands,  II.  R. 
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No.  3. 

General  Land  Office,  June  3,  1828. 
Gentlemen:   I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  tlic   1st  ultimo,  with  tlie  .papers 

therein  stated.  ,   ^       .  i       •     r 

The  following-  certilicates,  with  tlie  as.signmeiits,  are  licrewith  returned,  ior  the  reasons  hereinatter 

Certificate  No.  2,  issued  in  favor  of  Allen  M.  Oakley  and  John  Clark.  The  copy  of  the  decree  of  con- 
firmaticin  should  be  under  the  seal  of  the  court.  Tiie  assignment  from  Sevier  to  Robert  Crittenden  must 
be  prujjerly  acknowledged,  and  the  assignment  from  Crittenden  is  defective,  inasmuch  as  the  name  of 
Allen  M.  O'aklov  is  mentioned  in  one  part  of  the  assignment  only. 

Certificate  No.  3,  issued  in  favur  of  Allen  M.  Oakley  and  John  Clark.  The  copy  of  the  decree  is  not 
attested  by  the  seal'  of  the  court.  There  is  no  evidence  that  John  Dodge,  before  whom  P.  Vaugine 
acknowledged  his  transfer  to  It.  Crittendeii,  was  at  that  time  a  justice  of  the  peace.  The  assignment 
from  Critteiulen  is  to  John  Clark  only,  and  is  neither  acknowledged  nor  witnessed.  The  name  of  Allen  M. 
Oakley  is  not  mentioned  in  any  of  the  assignments,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  appear  in  your  patent 
certificate. 

Certificate  No.  4,  issued  in  favor  of  Edward  Johnsou.  The  assignment  from  James  Scull  to  Allen 
M.  Oakley  and  John  Clark  is  dated  tlie  28th  of  November,  1820,  and  is  neither  acknowledged  nor  proven 
On  the  same  paper  there  is  an  assignment,  without  date,  from  D.  E.  JIcKeuney,  as  attorney  in  fact  of 
James  Scull,  to  John  Clark,  neither  witnessed  nor  acknowledged.  The  assignment  from  Oakley  and  Clark 
is  not  acknowledged  nor  witnessed,  and,  being  dated  one  day  prior  to  Scull's  assignment  to  them,  to  wit, 
the  27th  November,  1828,  cannot  be  recognized. 

Certificate  No.  5,  in  favor  of  Robert  D.  Gibson;  No.  C,  of  Elijah  Stuart,  and  No.  7,  of  Allen  M.  Oak- 
ley, are  all  dated  the  20th  of  February,  1828.  Li  these  cases  the  persons  to  whom  the  certificates  were 
issued  claim  in  virtue  of  assignments  dated  prior  to  the  confirmation  by  the  court  to  the  original  grantees. 
Your  certificate  should  alway.-i  be  is.-<iied  in  favor  of  the  persons  to  whom  the  court  confirms  the  claims,  or  to 
their  assignees,  under  transfers  dated  subsequent  to  such  decree.  Some  defects  in  the  assignments  are  noted 
on  the  papers. 

A  certificate.  No.  5,  dated  17th  April,  1828,  in  favor  of  Abraham  Stuart.  The  assignment  from  A.  H. 
Sevier  to  John  Wilson,  and  tlie  power  of  attorney  from  "Wilson  to  John  Clark,  are  not  acknowledged;  and 
the  assignment  from  John  Clark,  as  the  attorney  of  Wilson,  to  Stuart,  is  not  witnessed  nor  acknowledged. 

Certificate  No.  6,  dated  17th  April,  1828,  in  favor  of  Abraham  Stuart,  D.  E.  McKenney,  as  attorney 
in  fact  for  James  Scull,  transfers  to  A.  M.  Oakley  and  J.  Clark;  this  assignment  should  be  properly 
acknowledged.     The  transfer  from  Oakley  and  Clark  to  Stuart  is  neither  witnessed  nor  acknowledged. 

Certificate  No.  7,  dated  17tli  April,  1828,  has  the  same  defects  as  are  noted  in  the  case  of  No.  G. 

Having  issued  certificates  Nos.  5,  6,  and  7  on  the  29th  of  February  last,  the  three  last-named  certifi- 
cates should  have  been  numbered  8,  'J,  and  10. 

Your  information  that  the  court,  at  its  last  term,  confirmed  claims  to  the  amount  of  50,000  acres,  in 
small  tracts,  has  caused  great  surprise,  and  as  numerous  forged  and  fraudulent  cases  have  been  presented 
to  the  ofiicers  in  Louisiana  for  confirmation,  I  am  apprehensive  that  similar  attempts  have  or  will  be  made 
to  procure  tlie  confirmation  of  cases  in  your  Territory  founded  on  forged  papers,  and  I  think  it  very  desi- 
rable that  the  original  Spanish  papers  upon  which  the  confirmations  have  been  made  should  be  examined 
by  some  person  fully  competent  to  judge  of  their  genuineness,  and  also  that  the  district  attorney  should 
be  placed  on  his  guard  in  relation  to  such  claims. 

Suspicion  is  also  attached  to  some  of  the  assignments  herewith  returned;  witness  the  great  dis- 
crepancy in  the  manner  in  which  the  name  of  Allen  M.  Oakley  is  signed. 

I  have  to  request  that  you  will  be  particularly  cautious  in  examining  the  papers  presented  to  you 
for  location  prior  to  their  being  sent  to  this  office. 
With,  &c.,  &c., 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 

The  Register  and  Receiver,  Land  Office  at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas  Territory. 


No.  4. 

General  Land  Office,  October  9,  1828. 

Gentlemen:  Your  abstracts  of  certificates,  issued  during  the  months  of  July  and  August  last,  for 
lands  located  under  the  lltli  section  of  the  act  of  the  26th  May,  1824,  with  the  certificates,  5,  6,  7,  8,  and  9, 
have  been  received. 

The  law  allowing  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  case  of  Sylvanus  Phillips,  the  decree  has 
been  submitted  to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States  to  ascertain  whether  sucii  an  appeal  has 
been  or  will  Vie  taken. 

Your  certificate.  No.  7,  in  favor  of  R.  Crittenden,  assignee  of  William  Scruggs,  includes  the  west 
fractional  half  of  the  southwest  fractional  quarter  of  section  18,  13  north,  6  west,  but  by  the  entry  No. 
104,  in  your  list  of  pre-emptions  allowed  between  the  1st  of  August  and  lOtli  October,  1820,  I  find  that 
quarter  granted  as  a  pre-emption  to  Wm.  Moore,  under  Francis  Fulcher.  The  case  is  suspended  for 
explanation  on  the  subject  of  this  apparent  confliction  between  the  location  and  pre-emption. 

The  assignment  from  John  J.  Bowie  to  Wm.  D.  Ferguson,  received  with  certificate  No.  9,  is  proved 
before  James  Livingston  by  the  subscribing  witness;  but  there  is  no  evidence  to  show  that  Livingston 
was  a  justice  of  the  peace.  The  assignment  is  returned  to  procure  the  certificate  of  the  clerk  of  the 
county  to  that  cfTcct. 

Enclosed  you  have  two  patents — one  founded  on  certificate  No.  6,  in  favor  of  John  H.  Egner  and 
Charles  McArthur,  the  other  on  certificate  8,  in  favor  of  Morgan  Magness. 
I  am,  &c.,  &c., 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 

The  PiEcisTER  AND  RECEIVER  al  JiatesvUle,  Arkansas  Territory. 
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No.  5. 

(iKXKr.Ai.  Land  Ofkice,  Ajjril  30,  1829, 

Sir:  At  the  vcinicst  uf  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury,  1  erirlnse  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Wirt,  for 
■j-oiir  iuforiiiatioii  and  g-uidaiicc;  and  it   is  the  desire  of  the    President  that  j-our  special  and  ])articulur 
attention  should  be  drawn  to  the  cases  in  Arkansas,  arising-  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1824, 

The  I'ollowing-  circumstances,  alluded  to  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Wirt,  have  produced  a  strong  susi)icion 
that  many  of  the  claims  presented  to  tlie  court  for  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  are  founded  on  papers  that 
are  not  g-enuinc. 

First.  The  great  number  of  cases  that  have  been  presented  for  claims  under  OOo  arpents. 

Second.  The  fact  that  very  few,  if  any,  of  those  t'laims  were  presented  to  the  former  conunissionors 
or  the  recorder  of  land  titles. 

Thiitl..  It  is  evident  that  the  assignments  in  many  cases  confirmed  by  the  court,  i'rom  the  person 
purporting  to  be  the  grantee,  and  which  have  been  presented  to  this  ollice  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
patents,  are  signed  in  the  same  handwriting. 

It  is  therefore  very  important  that  a  thorough  investigation  should  be  had,  and  the  strictest  proof 
required  of  the  genuineness  of  the  original  papers  on  which  the  claim  is  founded.  It  is  also  very  desirable 
that  a  re-examination  of  the  original  papers  on  which  each  claim  has  been  confirmed  by  the  court  should 
be  had  bj'  you,  with  the  aid  of  some  person  well  ac(iuainted  with  the  handwriting  of  the  Spanish  officer 
who  signed  the  grant  or  order,  and  who  may  be  particularly  conversant  with  the  manner  in  which  the 
granting  of  lands  was  conducted  under  th(>  Spanish  government,  I  addressed  a  letter  to  the  laud  officers 
at  Little  Rock  some  time  since  on  this  subject,  but  have  received  no  answer. 

If  an  individual  who  is  competent  to  aid  you  in  making  this  investigation,  and  who  is  entirely  dis- 
interested, cannot  be  procured  in  Arkansas,  j'ou  will  advise  me  of  the  fact,  as  the  E.'iecutive  nuiy  perhaps 
deem  it  expedient  to  procure  a  person  to  go  from  New  Orleans,  where  it  is  presumed  there  are  many 
individuals  who  could  readily  decide  wliether  the  original  papers  on  file  are  genuine. 
^Vith  great  respect,  &c., 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 

Sam'l  C.  Roane,  Didrict  Attorney,  Little  Borl-,  ArL-aihia;-: 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  William  Wirt,  esq.,  dated  Baltimore,  April  20,  1829,  addres^^ed  to  the  honorable  Samuel 

D.  Ingham,  Secretary  rf  the  Treasury. 

"  The  cases  committed  to  my  care,  by  this  letter,  will  require  great  vigilance  and  energj'  as  well  as 
accuracy  on  the  part  of  the  district  attorneys.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  extensive  mischief  has 
been  already  done  in  Arkansas  by  the  successful  pressure  of  these  claims,  and  that  mischiefs  still  more 
extensive  are  meditated,  I  refer  you  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  for  a  more  particular 
elucidation  of  this  remark,  and  I  see  no  mode  of  combating  these  machinations  successfulh'  in  that  State 
but  by  extending  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  to  these  factitious  claims,  which  Mr,  Grahani 
understands  to  have  been  reduced  in  the  amount  of  acres  claimed,  for  the  purpose  of  an  appeal.  It  is  proper, 
also,  that  the  district  attorneys  should  understand  the  act  of  1824  to  have  been  construed  by  the  Suprenae 
Court  as  authorizing  an  immediate  appeal  by  them,  without  any  previous  consultation  with  the  Attorney 
General,  notwithstanding  the  9th  section  of  that  act,  which  had  been  diflerently  construed  by  myself  as 
well  as  others.  It  would  be  better,  therefore,  that  an  appeal  should  be  immediatel_y  entered  in  every  case 
of  a  decision  adverse  to  the  government,  where  the  law  permits  it.  leaving  it  to  the  law  officer  of  the 
government,  in  Washington,  on  a  more  deliberate  consideration  of  the  case,  either  to  In-ing  up  the  ajipeal 
or  to  dismiss  it." 


Lebanon',  Tenne.'fsee,  July  20,  1829, 

Sir:  My  necessary  absence  from  the  Territ(.iry  of  Arkansas  has  delayed  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  30th  of  April  until  yesterday,  which  accounts  for  the  delay  in  replying  to  you. 

On  the  subject  of  the  adjudications  of  the  Spanish  land  claims  in  Arkansas,  I  have  but  little  hesitation 
in  believing  that  some  of  the  claims  were  forgeries,  but  so  well  executed  as  to  deceive  the  most  skillful 
persons  we  were  able  to  procure  for  their  inspection,  and  supported  by  proof  that  was  satisfactory  to  tiie 
judges  of  the  superior  court.  There  appears  to  be  (impliedly)  an  idea  in  your  letter,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
late  Attorney  General,  Mr,  Wirt,  that  more  was  to  have  been  expected  from  the  exertions  of  the  district  attor- 
ney in  preventing  the  confirmation  of  these  claims.  Had  the  government  placed  the  means  in  my  power,  more, 
possibly,  might  have  been  efl;ected.  The  proof  to  invalidate  these  claims,  if  any  existed,  was  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  and  in  the  Spanish  language.  The  district  attorney  is  the  only  officer  connected  with  these 
adjudications  who  receives  no  additional  compensation  for  his  services;  tlie  court  there  having  decided 
that  no  fees  were  to  be  taxed  to  him  in  cases  where  the  cases  were  decided  in  favor  of  the  claimant;  it  in 
favor  of  the  government,  then  only  ten  dollars,  A  salary  of  $250  is  far  from  an  adequate  compensation 
to  enable  me  to  procure  interpreters,  and  to  travel  to  Louisiana,  and  take  depositions,  and  procure  records 
in  each  case.  However,  when  these  cases  first  came  before  the  court,  I,  at  mj'  own  expense,  went  to 
Louisiana,  and  did  procure  the  testimony  in  the  case  of  James  Ball,  assignee  of  John  Filhoil  r.s.  The  L'nited 
States,  for  a  large  claim,  including  the  celebrated  Hot  Springs  on  the  Ouachita,  and  clearly  proved  the 
claim  a  forgery.  However,  this  single  case  cost  me  near  one  hundred  dollars,  I  then  applied  to  Con- 
gress, giving  a  full  view  of  the  case,  and  my  want  of  means  to  successfully  defend  those  claims,  by 
searcliing  for  testimony,  which,  for  reasons  unknown  to  me,  was  not  granted.  Yet,  with  the  limited 
means  in  my  power,  I  have  succeeded  in  having  struck  from  the  docket  more  than  200  cases,  and  I  hope 
vor.    VI 6  K 
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I  shall  be  able  successAilly  to  defend  such  claims  as  may  be  hereafter  presented  in  which  any  doubtful 
features  mav  appear. 

That  those  claims  were  successfully  pressed  on  the  court  at  one  time  was  not  to  be  attributed  to  me. 
I  used  every  exertion  and  urged  every  argument  in  my  power  to  procure  time  for  further  inquiry,  but  was 
overruled  by  the  court. 

The  arraiment  that  so  large  a  portion  of  those  claims  were  under  500  acres  was  urged  to  the  court,  and 
had  its  weight  witli  me  in  forming  my  opinion  as  to  tlie  incorrectness  of  many  of  those  claims;  but  this 
was  only  a  presumptive  kind  of  evidence,  that  the  court  did  not  deem  of  that  conclusive  nature  as  to 
authorize  a  rejection  of  a  specific  claim  in  the  absence  of  other  testimony. 

On  the  subject  of  a  re-examination  of  the  original  papers  in  these  cases  much  light  might  be  elicited  as 
to  their  fairnes.s;  but  without  the  aid  of  some  person  from  Louisiana  it  would  be  useless.  I  have,  person- 
ally, but  a  very  superficial  knowledge  of  the  Spanish  language.  Tiiere  are  but  few  persons  in  the 
Territory  who  know  anything  of  the  language,  and  tliose  either  ignorant  or  interested.  All  the  members 
of  respectability  are  retained  by  some  one  or  other  of  the  claimants. 

If  a  re-examination  of  the  original  papers  in  each  claim  which  has  been  confirmed  by  the  court  is 
wished  for  by  tlie  government,  it  would  be  desirable  that  a  person  qualified  to  make  such  examination 
should  be  procured  from  New  Orlean's,  and  I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  this  subject  being  referred  to 
the  President  immediately,  that  tiie  proposed  examination  should  be  had,  say  in  October  next,  at  Little 
Piock,  as  the  next  term  of  the  superior  court  for  the  adjudication  of  said  claims  is  to  be  held  on  the  first 
Monday  in  that  month. 

Mr.  "Wirt's  second  objection,  stated  in  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  to  the  power  of  the 
Spanish  officers  to  make  these  grants,  the  court  in  Missouri,  acting  under  the  law  of  1824,  required  of  the 
claimants  to  show  the  autliority  of  the  Spanish  officers  to  make  these  grants.  This  point  was  directly 
made  and  urged  to  the  court,  and  by  the  court  overruled.  In  Missouri  there  has  been  no  confirmations. 
The  judges  of  the  superior  court  in  Arkansas  were  well  apprised  of  the  decision  of  Judge  Peck,  of  Mis- 
souri, but  adopted  a  different  course  of  decision.  Wliether  warranted  in  this  opinion  or  not,  you  can 
judge  as  well  as  myself. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  only  to  say,  that  I  am  of  opinion  that  there  will  be  few,  or  probably  no  more 
Spanish  claims  that  will  be  confirmed.  Tlie  court  appears  to  be,  at  present,  much  on  their  guard  as  to 
the  character  of  the  claims  presented. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  C.  ROANE. 

George  Graham,  Esq., 

Commissioner  of  thi'  General  Land  Office,  Washington. 


C. 


Little  Rock,  November  8,  1S29. 


Sir:  Tlie  term  of  the  superior  court  for  the  adjudication  of  French  and  Spanish  land  claims  has  just 
adjourned,  and  I  hasten  to  lay  before  you  the  proceeding's  that  have  been  had  in  the  court  touching'  the 
claims  that  were  pending,  as  well  as  those  that  have  heretofore  been  confirmed  by  the  court. 
A  Every  case  on  the  docket,  with  the  exception  of  three  cases,  (and  those  are  probably  good  claims,) 
hiR-e  been  dismit^sed,  and  the  law  authorizing  the  filing  of  those  claims  having  expired  on  the  26th  of  May 
last,  (1829,)  they  can  never  be  commenced  again,  so  that  the  danger  that  you  apprehended  of  a  continua- 
tion of  the  court  to  confirm  claims  will  now  cease. 

You  will  see  by  the  enclosed  papers,  Nos.  1  and  2,  the  course  that  was  taken  by  the  district  attornej' 
to  prevent  the  immediate  and  final  trial  of  the  cases  confirmed  by  this  court;  a  similar  motion  was  made 
to  apply  to  all  the  cases  tried  at  the  December  term,  1827,  of  this  court,  say  more  than  one  hundred  cases. 
Such  was  the  disposition  of  the  court,  and  such  the  press  of  the  attorneys  and  other  persons  interested, 
that  with  every  exertion  and  argument  I  could  urge  the  court  precipitately  went  into  the  trial  without 
proper  examination. 

The  papers  enclosed,  marked  Nos.  3,  4,  and  5,  will  show  the  exertions  I  made  to  keep  the  original 
papers  within  the  control  of  the  government,  and  will  also  exhibit  the  contradictory  decisions  of  the 
court,  at  one  time  gravely  proceeding  to  punish  the  clerk  of  this  court,  on  a  suggestion  that  he  had 
suffered  the  original  papers  to  be  taken  from  his  office,  and  ordering  the  papers  to  be  kept  within  their 
proper  files;  and  at  a  subsequent  term,  without  any  known  cause,  making  a  rule  on  the  clerk  to  deliver 
the  original  papers  to  such  persons  as  might  make  claim  to  them,  and  thereby  putting  it  out  of  the  power 
of  the  government  to  iuvcstigate  the  justice  of  the  claims,  by  examining  the  papers,  upon  wliich  the 
claims  were  founded. 

The  necessity  of  preserving  the  original  papers  within  the  call  of  the  government  I  never  ceased  to 
urge  to  the  court,  but  with  what  success  the  copy  of  the  record,  No.  5,  will  show  you. 

Paper  No.  6,  a  copy  of  Colonel  I.  T.  Preston's  deposition,  I  enclose  you,  in  order  that  you  may  be 
advised  fully  of  the  counse  I  have  adopted,  and  the  reasons  that  have  impelled  me  to  take  the  course.  I 
am  not  advised  whether  Colonel  Preston  has  furnished  you  a  copy  of  this  paper;  it  is  probable  he  did; 
lest  he  has  not,  I  send  it  now. 

Paper  No.  1  is  a  copy  of  the  hill  I  have  filed,  praying  a  review  of  the  cases  confirmed  bj'  the  court. 
The  charges  made  in  the  Ijitl,  as  sworn  to  by  myself,  will  fully  explain  to  you  my  opinion  of  the  cases. 
The  bill,  of  which  paper  No.  1  is  a  copy,  I  have  iiled,  with  a  view  of  seeing  what  the  court  would  do  ia 
such  cases,  before  I  should  proceed  with  the  other  cases  that  will  depend  on  the  same  principles.  In  this 
case  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to  get  the  assistance  of  Judge  Searcy,  who  aided  me  in  the  argument,  and  from 
whom  I  received  much  a.ssistance;  this  assistance  was  rendered  by  Judge  Searcy,  on  the  belief  that  the 
government  would  compensate  him  IVjr  those  services.  The  land  court  has  a'djourned  until  the  first 
Monday  in  April  next.  The  law  for  adjudicating  these  claims  expires  on  the  26tli  of  May,  1830,  so  that 
there  will  not  be  time  to  take  any  effectual  steps  in  the  cases  before,  the  act  of  Congress  will  expire.  The 
court  refused  to  hold  a  term  at  an  earlier  period  than  the  first  Monday  in  April,  as  above  stated. 

Had  the  court  made  but  short  intervals  between  their  terms,  so  as  to  have  given  time  for  investigating 
and  reviewing  the  decisions  or  decrees  heretofore  entered,  the  cases  might  have  all  been  reviewed,  and 
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probably  reversed;  but  witho\it  an  extension  of  the  law,  wliicli  is  nut  dosiralile,  (at  least  any  extension 
that  would  sufler  new  claims  to  bo  filed,)  aotliing-  can  be  done  to  advanta.i^'e. 

I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  laying  this  suliject  before  the  Attcn-ney  Oeneral  i'uv  his  opiiii(jn  and 
instructions,  and  if  Congress  could  be  induced  to  take  som<'  steps  nn  the  subject  that  would  arrest  the 
patenting  of  the  spurious  claims  that  have  been  confirmed  by  tliis  cmirt,  witiiout  the  intervention  of  the 
court  here,  it  would  insure  justice  to  the  government  more  certainly  and  at  a  much  less  expense.  A  large 
portion  of  the  claims  confirmed  ought  never  to  be  patented.  Among  the  claims  purporting  to  be  signed 
by  the  governor  general  of  Louisiana  I  liud  but  two  that  appear  to  be  the  genuine  signatures  of  eitlier 
lliro  or  de  Lemos,  to  wit,  the  claims  of  Kepler's  heirs  and  of  Miguel  Gimbolet  cs.  The  United  States.  The 
others,  it  seems,  were  manufactured  in  Louisiana,  and  brought  to  Arkansas  by  John  J.  Bowie,  or  James 
Bowie,  and  their  agents.  There  is  in  Arkansas  a  powerful  interest  in  favor  of  those  claims.  The  pro])erty 
in  them  is  widely  diffused  through  every  part  of  the  country.  A  large  portion  of  the  land  claimed  in  Ar- 
kansas is  by  virtue  of  these  claims.  Even  before  the  confirmation,  the  persons  who  were  the  main  actors 
in  this  business  had  sold  and  ramified  the  interest  in  them  so  extensively  that  the  community  were  urged 
by  self  interest  to  see  them  confirmed.  That  the  interest,  since  their  confirmation,  has  still  been  further 
extended,  is  certainly  true.  With  this  view  of  the  cases,  I  trust  you  will  see  what  difficulties  a  review  of 
these  cases  will  encounter  here;  but  under  your  instructions,  and  those  of  the  Attorney  (Jencral,  every- 
thing shall  be  done  that  is  within  the  compass  of  my  power;  and  if  further  proceedings  are  determineil  on 
here,  I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  retaining  Richard  Searcy,  esq.,  of  Batcsville,  to  assist  me.  He  is 
a  man  of  considerable  legal  ability,  and  the  only  lawyer  of  reputation  that  is  not  engaged  on  tiie  part  of 
the  claimants.  You  have,  doubtless,  before  this  time,  received  Colonel  Isaac  T.  Preston's  report;  if  so,  I 
know  of  notiiing  more  that  I  can  communicate  to  you  on  the  sufi.ject  at  present  that  would  be  relevant  to 
the  business.  I  have  communicated  the  result  of  the  proceeding  of  the  late  term  of  the  superior  court  to 
Colonel  Preston. 

Please  let  me  hear  from  you  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable. 
I  am,  with  much  respect,  your  humble  servant, 

SAMUEL  C.  ROANE, 
United  Slates  Bigtrict  Attorney,  Ai-kwims  Territory. 

George  GuAH.^sr,  Esq.,  Gommi^idoner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  Washington  City. 


B.\TESVILLE,  Arkansas  Territory,  November  16,  18'20. 

Sir:  Agrceablj-  to  my  promise  in  my  letter  to  j'ou  from  Little  Rock  of  the  8th  instant,  I  again  write 
to  you  on  the  subject  of  the  bills  of  revieic  which  were  filed  in  the  superior  court  of  the  Territory  against 
Edmund  de  la  Husa  and  Pierre  Godo.  In  the  letter  above  alluded  to,  I  mentioned  that  I  would  forward  to 
you,  from  this  place,  copies  of  the  bills  filed.  After  writing  that  letter  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Roane,  dis- 
trict attorney,  that  he  had  forwarded  to  you  the  copies.  It  is  therefore  unnecessary  that  I  should  do  so. 
I  send  you  below  a  brief  of  the  points  urged  by  the  opposing  counsel  against  filing  the  bills. 

This  was  a  new  subject  to  me,  one  on  which  I  had  not  rellected,  and  which  I  had  not  time  nor  the 
opportunity  of  invcsfig'atmg  between  the  time  of  my  engagement  and  the  filing  of  the  bills.  Since  then, 
the  more  I  have  searched  into  the  subject  tlie  more  complicated  and  difficult  I  have  found  it  to  be.  Since 
my  return  home  I  have  examined  the  libraries  at  this  place,  and  in  twenty  volumes  of  Vescj'  and  six  vol- 
umes of  Johnson's  Chancery  Reports,  and  some  other  books,  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  a  single  instance 
in  which  a  bill  of  review  has  been  sustained.  It  is  now  certain  that  in  all  the  libraries  of  the  Territory 
no  reported  case  can  be  found;  and  it  may  well  be  doubted  whether  tlic  court  will  proceed  without  authori- 
ties to  decree  the  necessary  relief.  There  is  a  case  iu  4th  Yesey,  page  180,  (Matthews  cs.  Warner,)  in 
which  a  commission  of  review  was  granted;  but  that  proceeding  was  very  difi'ereut  and  unlike  the  present 
case.  It  was  also  for  error  apparent  on  the  face  of  the  record.  In  the  case  in  Hardin's  Kentucky  Reports, 
page  345,  (Respass  r.s.  McClanahan,)  the  court  of  appeals  almost  positively  declare  that  none  but  written 
or  record  evidence  can  be  received  as  a  ground  for  a  bill  of  review,  and  that  it  cannot  be  granted  "  when 
the  facts  consist  in  swearing  only,"  as  that  would  open  a  door  to  litigation  and  perjury. 

The  character  of  these  cases  distinguishes  them  from  all  others  that  ever  occurred  in  any  court.  The 
grants  were  forged. 

The  only  witnesses  sworn  were  non-residents,  whose  characters  were  unknown  in  this  county,  and, 
although  perjured,  it  was  impossible  to  prove  it  without  more  time.  The  writs  were  served  not  more  than 
thirty  days  previous  to  the  day  of  trial.  The  depositions  were  frequently  sworn  to  on  the  same  day  of  the 
trial,  leaving  the  United  States  no  time  or  opportunity  of  producing  cniitradictory  testimony'.  The  grants 
purported  to  be  made  in  Louisiana,  and  the  w-itnesses  resided  there  also,  and  no  proof  could  be  adduced 
from  any  other  place  relative  to  the  transaction.  Add  to  this  that  abtiut  one  hundred  and  twenty  claims, 
precisely  of  the  same  character,  were  cmtirmed  at  the  same  time  by  the  testimony  of  the  same  witnesses, 
(in  some  instances  only  one  witness  was  sworn.)  Against  such  a  proceeding  a  court  of  equity  must  afl'ord 
some  mode  of  relief 

I  hope  shortly  to  receive  your  reply,  with  such  information  on  the  subject  as  you  may  think  proper  to 
communicate. 

The  next  term  of  the  court  will  lie  held  on  the  lirst  Monday  of  April  next. 
I  am,  respectfully,  j-our  obedient  servant. 


RICHARD  SEARCY. 


George  OJraham,  Esq.,  Commissioner,  <t-c. 


UXITED  St.WES   vs.   EdMOXD  DE  I.A  HCSA. 

Ashley  and  Crittenden,  for  the  defendant,  contended — 

1st.  Tiiat  the  court  had  not  jurisdiction.  Being  constituted  specially  by  an  act  of  Congress  to  try  the 
validity  of  certain  claims,  thfy  sat  as  commissioners,  and  did  not  possess,  as  incident  thereto,  a  general 
chancery  jurisdiction. — (Cited  act  of  Congress  of  May  2G,  1824,  page  101,  &c.) 
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2d.  If  the  court  ever  did  possess  .jurisdiction  to  review  its  decrees,  that  power  had  expired  May  26, 
1829.— (Cited  act  of  Conf^ress  of  May  24,  1828,  pa.sfe  102.)  „    ,  .         ,        . 

3d  That  no  new  matter  was  allc2:ed  in  the  bill  of  review,  and  that  all  the  points  therein  were  Ijefore 
the  court  on  a  former  hearing.— (Cited  Maddock,  Blake,  Mitford,  and  Harrison,  under  the  several  titles 

of  bills  of  review.)  ,  -i,     r.         ■  j  .u   . 

4th  That  none  but  record  or  written  testimony  could  be  a  ,i>-round  for  a  bill  oi  review,  and  that 
discovered  since  the  decree.— (Cited  Hardin's  Kentucky  Reports,  342,  Respass  fs.  McClanahan.  Same, 
451,  Bowles  vs.  South.)  •  c 

The  court,  after  hearing  counsel,  ordered  the  bill  to  be  filed,  and  that  process  issue,  dec. 


No.  1. 
United  St.vtes  of  Amekica,  Ar/cansa.'<  Territory: 

Superior  Cowl  for  the  adjudicalion  of  French  and  Spankh  unconfirmed  land  claims. 

Juan   Toledano     ") 

vs.  y  For  the  confirmation  of  520  arpents  of  land. 

The  United  States.  ) 

The  United  States  by  their  attorney,  Samuel  C.  Roane,  moves  the  court  to  postpone  the  final  adjudica- 
tion of  this  case  until  the  next  term  of  this  court,  for  the  following  reasons,  viz:  The  petition  and  subpoena 
in  this  case  were  served  on  the  United  States  attorney  within  one  month  of  the  present  term  of  this  court; 
but  more  than  the  15  days  is  allowed  liy  law,  and  in  consequence  of  this  short  notice  the  United  States 
attorney  has  not  answered  his  bill  until  the  present  term. 

2d.  He  has  not  had  a  sulBcient  length  of  time  to  take  counter  depositions,  if  counter  evidence  does 
exist. 

3d.  There  are  many  more  cases  pending  in  this  court  on  the  same  principles,  and  similarly  situated 
in  all  respects,  and  the  attorney  for  the  United  States  asks  this  continuance  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
such  evidence  as  may  exist  on  the  part  of  the  government. 

SAM'L  C.  ROANE,    United  Slates  Altorney,  Arkansas  Territory. 

A  true  copy. 

D.  E.  McKINNEY,  Clerk  Superior  Court. 


No.  2. 

United  States  J 

adv.  >■  December  term,  182T. 

Jua.v  Toledano.  ) 

Be  it  remembered,  that  when  this  case  came  on  for  trial  the  United  States,  by  Samuel  C.  Roane,  their 
attorney,  moved  the  court  to  continue  this  case  to  the  next  term  of  this  court,  (which  motion  included  all 
cases  on  the  docket  similarly  situated,)  for  the  reasons  set  forth  in  a  written  motion  submitted  to  the 
court,  marked  A,  and  made  a  part  of  this  bill  of  exceptions,  which  motion  was  submitted  by  Samuel  C. 
Koane,  United  States  district  attorney,  in  his  official  capacity,  without  affidavit,  which  motion  the  court 
overruled  and  ordered  the  cases  for  trial  at  the  present  term  of  this  court,  to  which  opinion  and  judgment 
of  the  court  the  United  States,  by  their  attorney,  Samuel  C.  Roane,  excepts,  and  pray  that  his  bill  of 
exceptions  maj'  be  signed,  sealed,  and  made  a  part  of  the  record. 

BENJ.  JOHNSON,   [l.  s.] 
WM.  TRIMBLE,         [l.  s.] 
A  true  copy. 

D.  E.  McKINNEY,  Clerk  Sujierior  Court. 


No.  3. 
U.nited  States,  Territory  of  Arkansas: 

Supjerior  Cowl  for  the  adjudication  of  Spanish  land  claims.     May  term,  1828. 

Present:  The  Hons.  Thomas  P.  Eskridge,  W.  Trimble,  Benj.  Johnson,  judges. 

On  motion  of  Samuel  C.  Roane  it  is  ordered  that  the  clerk  of  this  court  show  on  to-morrow  morning 
where  the  original  grants  used  on  the  trial  of  the  several  cases  for  the  confirmation  of  the  French  and 
Spanish  land  claims,  in  which  decrees  were  entered  at  the  last  term  of  this  court,  are,  what  has  become 
of  thera,  and  why  they  are  not  filed  in  his  office  with  the  papws  in  the  cases  to  which  they  severally 
belong. 

A  true  copy  from  the  record. 

D.  E.  McKINNEY,  Clerk  Superior  Court. 
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No.  4. 
United  States,  Territory  of  Arkantta.^: 

Superior  Court  for  tlic  adjuilicalion  of  Frcncli  ami  Spnni.-ili  land  c/aiiiis.     2Iaij  term,  1828. 

Present:  The  Hons.  Thos.  P.  Eskriil;^-p,  W.  Trimble,  Reiij.  Julinson,   judges. 

David  E.  MeKinney,  elerk  of  this  court,  having  answered  tlie  rule  and  interrogatories  entered  and 
propnunded  to  him  yesterday  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court,  and  it  appearing  that  all  the  original  grants 
mentioned  in  said  rule  are  regularly  filed  with  the  papers  to  which  thej-  respectively  belong,  therefore  it 
is  ordered  that  tlie  rule  against  him  be  discharged. 

A  true  copv  from  the  record. 

D.  E.  McKIXNEY,  Clerle  Superior  Court. 

Present:  as  before. 

The  attorneys  for  the  complainants  in  the  several  cases  in  which  final  decrees  Iiave  been  heretofore 
confirmed  by  this  court  this  day  moved  the  court  to  permit  them  to  withdraw  the  original  grants  used  on 
the  trial  of  said  cases,  which  motion  was  opposed  by  the  attorney  of  the  United  States,  and  the  court 
being  now  sufficiently  advised  of  and  concerning  the  same,  doth  order  that  said  motion  l.)e  overnded;  and 
it  is  further  ordered"  that  the  clerk  of  this  court  keep  said  original  grants  in  his  office  with  the  files  of 
papers  to  which  they  severally  belong'. 

A  true  copy  from  the  record. 

I).  E.  McKIXNEY,  Clerk-  Superior  Court. 


No.  5. 
United  States  of  America,  Territory  of  Arkansas : 

Sujyerior  Court/or  the  adjudication  cif  unconfirmed  French  and  SjMnish  claims.     October  term,  1^28. 

Present:  The  Hons.  Benj.  Johnson,  Wm.  Trimble,  Jas.  W.  Bates,  T.  P.  Eskridge,  judges. 

On  motion  of  the  several  persons  who  have  confirmed  claims  to  land  in  this  Territory,  it  is  adjudged 
and  ordered  that  each  and  every  person  who  has  any  coiifiruied  claim  or  claims  to  laud  in  the  Territijry 
of  Arkansas,  wherein  the  United  States  is  defendant,  and  in  all  cases  of  a  greater  quantity  of  land  than 
five  hundred  acres,  in  which  the  final  decree  has  been  rendered  more  than  twelve  months  past,  shall  be 
permitted  to  withdraw  the  original  grant  filed  in  such  cases;  and  it  is  further  ordered,  that  before  any 
such  original  grant  shall  be  withdrawn,  the  clerk  of  this  court  shall  indorse  thereon  the  time  such 
grant  was  confirmed,  and  sign  his  name  officially  to  such  indorsement. 

A  true  copy  from  the  record. 

D.  E.  ilclvINNEY,  Clerk  Superior  Court. 


No.  G. 

Terkitorv  of  Arkansas,  Pulaski  County: 

Isaac  T.  Preston,  being  dulj'  sworn  in  open  court,  doth  depose  and  say,  that  he  had  been  employed 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  investigate  certain  claims  to  land  in  this  Territoiy,  in  favor  of 
which  adjudications  have  been  rendered  b_v  this  lionorable  court,  nnder  the  acts  of  Congress  of  ilay  26, 
1824,  and  of  May  22,  1820;  in  that  capacity  deponent  has  examined  the  records  of  this  honorable  court 
within  the  last  week,  and  has  been  able  to  find  and  see  the  original  roquets  and  orders  of  survey,  which 
are  the  foundation  of  the  claims  and  decrees  in  the  following  cases: 

George  Leonard  rs.  United  States,  Cyprcn  Metoyer  vs.  same,  Zeno  Grittielle  f.s.  same,  James  Huard 
vs  same,  Onez'me  Lacomse  vs.  same,  Juan  Vachier  rs.  same,  Valdre  Dupless  vs.  same,  Charles  Oliver  us. 
same,  Celestin  Poire  vs.  same,  Joseph  Talbot  vs.  same,  Louis  Arnand  vs.  same,  Allen  Butler  rs.  same, 
Esteren  Escallean  vs.  same,  Jose  Currino  vs.  same,  Bernardo  Lompeyrac  vs.  same,  Valdre  Martin  vs.  same, 
John  B.  Monsier  vs.  same,  Louis  La  Branche  vs.  same.  Pier  Lattier  vs.  same,  Valentine  Beane  vs.  same, 
Joseph  Cannon  us.  same,  Isaac  McDaniel  vs.  same,  Martin  Duralde  vs.  same,  Jaques  Bossier  vs.  same, 
Jaques  Escosslua  vs.  same,  Edraond  de  la  Housa  vs.  same,  Jaques  Lastrop  rs.  same,  John  Morian  rs.  same, 
Zeno  Bordalon  vs.  same,  Juan  Louis  Deviel  vs.  same,  Marafate  Dubois  vs.  same,  Francis  Rachel  vs.  same, 
Cj'prean  Dupre  vs.  same,  Marcellian  Fontenent  vs.  sauie,  Juan  Toledano  vs.  same,  Thomas  Waller  vs.  same, 
Michel  Fontenant  vs.  same,  Manuel  Lastrop  vs.  same,  George  Jinks  vs.  same,  Sosthene  Clonticr  vs.  same, 
Jose  Duralde  vs.  same,  Moria  Moro  vs.  same,  Trasemond  Landry  vs.  same,  August  Genet  vs.  same, 
Leander  Bayon  v.s.  same,  Gdallgo  Moro  vs.  same,  Baptiste  Thobodiase  vs.  same,  Nicholas  Babillian  vs.  same, 
Martin  Burgant  vs.  same,  Charles  Landro  vs.  same,  Juan  Duburgh  vs.  same,  Julian  Deveros  vs.  same, 
Michel  La  Burgois  vs.  same,  Hugh  Howard  vs.  same,  Juan  Aubert  vs.  same,  Jean  Innes  vs.  same,  Marcellan 
Laysard  vs.  same,  James  Jones  vs.  same. 

The  orders  of  surveys  in  the  above  cases  purport  to  have  been  issued  by  Governors  Miro  and  Gayoso. 
Deponent  is  well  acquainted  with  the  genuine  signatures  of  those  governors,  having  a  great  many 
genuine  records  signed  by  them  in  his  office,  as  register  of  the  land  office  at  New  Orleans;  and,  more- 
over, is  acquainted  with  the  form  and  writing  and  spelling  of  orders  of  survey  really  issued  by  them; 
and  from  this  knowledge,  positively  declares  that  the  orders  of  survey  filed  and  of  record  in  the  above 
cases  are  counterfeited,  and  were  never  signed  or  issued  by  those  governors;  ho  annexes  and  deposits 
with  this  affidavit  throe  genuine  orders  of  survey  signed  by  Governor  Gayoso,  and  states,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  this  honorable  court,  that  the  orders  of  survey  now  on  file  in  this  court  in  the  cases  of  John 
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Kcplor's  hoirs  c.-.'.  United  States,  and  Mig-uol  Gimbolet  rs.  The  T'nited  States,  arc  g-enuine,  and  signed  by 
Governoi-  Jliro.  Depuneiit  further  states  that  lie  has,  at  Montgomery's  Landing-,  a  regular  journal,  kept 
by  Governor  Miro,  of  the  ordei-s  of  tlie  survej^  issued  by  him,  certified  bj'  Dr.  Lopez  de  Arnest,  his  secre- 
tary, and  also  a  regular  journal  of  the  orders  of  survey  issued  b}-  Governor  Gaj'oso,  certified  by  himself- 
and  deponent  verily  believes,  from  diligent  searches  made  by  him  for  concessions  in  Arkansas,  that 
no  one  of  the  supposed  orders  of  survey  in  the  above  cases  are  to  be  found  in  the  said  journals. 
Tiie  internal  evidence  of  tiie  falsity  of  said  orders  of  survey  deponent  will  exhibit  in  detail  in  open  court, 
if  tliis  honorable  court  desires  it;  and  he  prays  that  the  attornej'  of  the  United  States  maj-  put  his  appli- 
cation for  revision  of  these  claims  in  due  form,  that  the  originals  on  file  may  be  kept  in  tlie  custody  of  the 
court  and  transmitted  with  commission  to  New  Orleans  to  take  the  depositions  of  John  Mercier  and  the 
lion.  Charles  Fassier,  who  were  clerks  in  tlie  office  of  Governor  Gayoso  charged  with  the  concessions  of 
lands,  and  of  other  persons  in  New  Orleans  of  the  highest  character,  whom  deponent  can  produce,  ac- 
quainted with  the  signatures  of  Governors  Miro  and  Gayoso  and  also  with  the  laws  and  customs  of  the 
Spanish  government  of  Louisiana  with  regard  to  concessions  of  land,  and  the  forms  and  manner  of 
granting  land.     As  in  duty. 

ISAAC   T.  PRESTON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  in  open  court,  at  Little  Ro:k,  this  13tli  day  of  October,  1829. 

D.  E.  JIcKINNEY,  Clerk: 
A  true  copv. 

D.  E.  McKINNEY,  Clerk 


No.  7. 

To  the  honorable  the  judges  of  tlie  superinr  court  of  the  Territorij  of  Arkansas,  sitli)ig  in  chancery: 

Samuel  C.  Roane,  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  for  and  on  behalf  of  the 
Ignited  States  of  America,  respectfully  slioweth  unto  your  honors,  that  Edmond  de  la  Ilusa,  alias  Edmond 
de  la  Ilousa,  at  the  December  term,  in  the  year  1827,  of  your  honorable  court,  filed  his  petition  or  bill, 
stating  that  on  the  3d  daj'  of  May,  in  the  year  1786,  at  New  Orleans,  in  the  then  province  of  Louisiana, 
being  then  and  there  an  inhabitant  of •,  addressed  a  petition  to ,  then  governor  of  Lou- 
isiana and  its  dependencies,  asking  of  the  said  g'overnor  a  grant  of  a  tract  of  land,  in  full  property, 
containing  fourteen  arpents  by  the  usual  depth  on  tlie  Cadran  Bayou,  which  was  of  the  waters  of  the 
Arkansas  river,  on  the  north  side,  and  of  the  domain  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  situate  in  the  now  Territorj' 
of  Arkansas,  and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  court;  and  that  afterwards,  on  the  5th  day  of  May,  1786, 
at  New  Orleans,  the  said  governor,  who  then  and  there  had  full  power  to  grant  lands,  granted  the 
prayer  of  the  said  petitioner,  and  gave  unto  him  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land,  containing  fourteen  arpents 
by  the  usual  depth,  and  which  he  states  will  more  fully  appear  by  a  reference  to  the  copy  of  the  said 
petition  and  grant  thereto  annexed  and  marked  E,  and  which  was  prayed  to  be  made  a  part  of  said  hill. 
And  it  is  further  set  forth  in  said  bill  that  at  the  time  said  grant  was  made  an  order  of  survey  was 
issued  to  the  surveyor  general  of  said  province,  which  order  was  also  stated  to  be  annexed,  and  prayed 
to  be  made  a  part  of  said  bill.  And  it  is  further  set  forth  in  said  bill  that,  by  virtue  of  said  grant,  con- 
cession, or  order  of  survey,  the  said  petitioner  acquires  a  claim  to  said  fourteen  arpents  of  land,  by  the 
usual  depth,  which  said  claim  was  and  is  secured  by  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  French 
republic  of  the  30th  of  April,  1803,  and  which  might  have  been  perfected  into  a  complete  title  under  and  in 
conformity  to  the  laws,  usages,  and  customs  of  the  government  of  Spain,  under  which  said  claim  origi- 
nated, had  not  the  sovereignty  of  the  country  been  transferred  to  the  United  States.  And  it  is  further 
set  forth  in  the  said  bill  that  the  said  claim  was  never  surveyed  under  the  government  of  Spain  or  that 
of  the  United  States;  and  that  said  petition,  grant,  and  order  of  survey  has  never  been  presented  to  any 
board  of  commissioners  for  adjusting  land  titles  within  the  knowledge  of  said  petitioner.  And  it  is 
further  stated  in  said  bill  that  tlie  said  petitioner  believes  that  the  said  tract  of  land  has  been  appropriated 
bj'  the  United  States  and  patented  to  other  individuals,  to  the  said  petitioner  unknown,  and  that  he  had 
not  the  means  of  ascertaining;  whereupon  the  said  petitioner  prayed  that  the  said  claim  might  be  con- 
firmed to  him,  in  conformity  to  the  principles  of  justice,  and  according  to  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the 
Spanish  government,  and  agreeably  to  an  act  of  Congress  passed  tlie  26tli  day  of  May,  1824,  entitled 
"An  act  enabling  claimants  to  land  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Missouri  and  Territory  of  Arkansas 
to  institute  proceedings  to  try  the  validity  of  their  claims;"  and  also  prayed  to  be  decreed  the  privilege 
of  locating  a  like  quantity  of  land  elsewhere  in  said  Territory  of  Arkansas,  according  to  the  provisions 
of  the  said  law:  and  also  prayed  for  such  other  and  furtiier  relief  as  injustice  and  good  conscience  might 
belong,  &c. 

And  therefore,  at  the  said  December  term,  1827,  of  the  said  court,  the  United  States,  by  Samuel  C. 
Roane,  their  attorney  for  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  appeared  and  answered  said  petition;  and  witnesses 
wore  examined  and  their  depositions  published,  and  the  said  cause  came  on  for  hearing  at  the  term  last 
aforesaid,  whereupon  it  was  decreed  by  your  honorable  court  that  said  Edmond  de  la  Husa  have  and 
recover  of  the  United  States  the  said  live  hundred  and  sixty  arpents  of  land,  to  have  and  to  hold  the 
same  to  him  and  his  heirs  forever;  and  that  the  said  complainant,  or  his  legal  representatives,  have  leave 
to  enter  the  like  quantity  of  land  in  any  land  office  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  agreeably  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  above-recited  act  of  Congress,  which  said  decree  now  remains  of  record  in  tliis  honorable 
court.  But  your  orator,  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  avers  and  says,  that  the  said  United  States 
are  aggrieved  by  said  decree,  and  that  they  ought  not  to  be  bound  thereby,  nor  should  any  such  decree 
havebecn  made  or  pronounced  against  them;  neither  ought  the  said  De  la  Husa  to  have  recovered  against 
the  United  States  the  said  land  claimed  and  set  forth  in'the  said  petition  and  decreed  to  him  as  aforesaid; 
and  the  said  decree  is  erroneous  and  ought  to  be  reversed,  and  for  error  do,  according  to  the  course  of 
this  honorable  court,  assign  the  errors  therein  as  follows: 

1.  "iour  orator,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  says,  and  hopes  to  maintain,  that  the  original  petition 
and  order  of  survey  exhibited  in  this  case  is  forged  and  corrupt,  and  was  never  signed  by  jii.ru,  govcruor 
of  Louisiana,  as  the  same  purports  to  have  been. 
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2.  The  said  petitioner,  Edmond  dc  la  Ilusa,  is  a  fu-titions  [jersoii,  and  had  ihj  real  oxistoncf;  and  if 
he  ever  did  exist  lie  was  dead  at  the  time  of  c\hibilin;j,-  tiiis  hill. 

3.  The  deposition  of  John  Ileherard,  on  whose  testimony  this  ehiini  was  confirnieil,  is  false  and 
corrupt. 

■i.  The  ovi,i;'inal  petition  and  order  of  survey  exhihited  in  tliis  ease  show  upon  tin;  I'aee  of  them  that 
the  writing  was  not  made  as  early  as  the  year  !"><<),  liut  appears  to  have  heen  executed  long  since,  as 
will  appear  by  reference  to  genuine  original  grants  signed  by  said  Jliro,  and  now  on  file  in  this  honorable 
court,  in  the  cases  of  John  Kepler's  heirs  and  of  Mignel  (Jindjlct  against  the  United  .'^tates. 

And  your  orator  further,  and  on  behalf  of  the  United  .States,  aver.s,  that  tin;  said  decree  was  obtained 
by  fraud,  covin,  and  misrepre.sentation;  and  he  further  avers  that  since  the  adjudication  and  decree  was 
made  in  this  case  he  has  discovered  new  and  important  evidence,  which,  he  believes,  will  enable  him  to 
prove  the  facts  set  forth  herein,  and  which  was  bej-ond  his  control  and  not  known  to  him  at  the  hearing 
of  this  case,  which  he  expects  to  be  able  to  procure  and  exhibit  to  this  honorable  court  on  the  rehearing 
of  this  case.  For  all  which  said  error  and  imi)erfections  in  said  decree  your  orator,  for  and  on  behalf  of 
the  United  States,  has  brought  this,  his  bill  of  review,  and  humbly  conceives  that  they  should  be  relieved 
therein.  In  tender  consideration  whereof,  and  for  that  there  are  divers  imperfections  and  frauds  in  the 
said  decree  and  proceedings,  by  reason  whereof  the  same  ought  to  lie  reviewed,  reversed,  annulled,  and 
made  void. 

To  the  end,  therefore,  that  the  said  decree,  and  all  procedings  thereupon,  may  be  reversed,  annulled, 
and  made  void,  and  that  the  said  Edmond  dc  la  Husa  and  iiis  confederates,  when  discovered,  may  answer 
the  premises,  and  that  the  said  United  States  may  be  relieved  in  all  and  singular  the  jiremises,  according 
to  equit\'  and  good  conscience,  &c.  And  may  it  please  your  honors  to  grant  unto  the  United  .States  your 
writ  of  subpoena  to  review  and  answer,  directed  to  the  marshal  of  the  United  States  for  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas,  ommanding  the  said  Edmond  de  la  Ilusa  to  appear  before  your  honors  and  ans%ver  the  premises 
aforesaid.     And  your  orator,  as  in  duty  bound,  i:c. 

SAMUEL  c.  ROAXE, 
A/lornfij  of  United  Sl.aU:<for  Terrilonj  of  Arl,an>-a.<. 

Territory  ok  Arkansas: 

Samuel  C.  Roane,  being  duly  sworn,  says,  that  the  facts  stated  in  the  above  bill,  of  his  own  knowledge, 
are  true;  and  so  far  as  they  are  stated  upon  the  knowledge  of  others,  he  believes  them  to  be  true. 

SAMUEL  C.  ROANE. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  19th  dav  of  October,  1829,  in  open  court. 

II.  BARBER,  Dqjuf^j  Clerk. 


2l5T  Congress.]  Xo.  774.  [1st  Session-. 

CLAIM    TO    LAND    I  N    M  1  C  H  I  O  A  N  . 

COSaiUNICATED    TO    THE    HOCSE    OF    REPRESENT.VTIVES    JANPARV    lo,     1S30. 

Mr.  HrNT.  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James  Porliers,  and 
of  Alexander  Gardij)ier,  Jean  Battiste  Vine,  and  Joseph  Jourdin,  reported: 

By  an  act  of  Congress  approved  on  February  21.  1^20.  it  was  declared  "that  every  person  who,  nn 
the  first  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  was  a  resident  of  Green  iJay,  Prairie  du 
Chien,  or  within  tlie  county  of  Michilimackinaw,  and  who,  on  the  said  day,  occupied  and  cultivated,  or 
occupied  a  tract  of  land  which  had  previous!}-  been  cultivated  by  said  occupant,  lying  within  either  oi' 
said  settlements,  and  who  has  continued  to  submit  to  the  authority  of  the  United  .States,  or  to  the  legal 
representatives  of  every  such  person,  shall  be  confirmed  in  the  tract  so  occupied  and  cultivated;  provided, 
however,  that  no  person  shall  be  confirmed  in  a  greater  quantity  than  six  hundred  and  forty  acres." 
Commissioners  were  authorized  to  adjudicate  on  claims  arising  under  the  act:  and  the  time  limited  for 
the  exercise  of  their  powers  expired  on  the  first  day  of  November  then  next  ensuing. 

The  petitioners  have  furnished  evidence  to  prove  that  they  were  residents  of  Green  Bay  on  the  first 
daj'  of  July,  1812,  and  that  each  has  occupied  and  cultivated  a  tract  of  land  since  that  time,  and  has 
submitted  to  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  the  act.  The  committee 
are  of  opinion  that  if  the  evidence  had  been  submitted  to  the  commissioners  the  claims  of  the  petitioners 
would  have  been  confirmed. 

The  petitioners,  however,  represent  that,  by  reason  of  their  absence  and  that  of  their  witnesses,  and 
the  want  of  a  direct  communication  being  open  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1823  between  Green  Bay  and 
Detroit,  the  place  where  the  commissioners  held  their  sessions,  they  were  unavoidably  prevented  from 
furnishing  evidence  to  support  their  claims  within  the  limitation  of  the  act,  and  now  pray  for  a  confirma- 
tion of  their  title. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  petitioners  for  not  obtaining  their 
evidence  and  transuiitting  it  to  the  commissioners  are  g'jod  and  suflitient,  and  report  a  liill  fn-  their  relief. 
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2LsT  Congress.]  No.    775.  [1st  Session. 


CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COMMCNIC.\TED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF   REPEESENTATIVES  JANUARY  15,    1830. 

Mr.  Irvin,  of  Oliio,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Ebenezcr 
Cooley,  with  the  accompanying  documents,  reported: 

That  on  the  3d  day  of  November,  1762,  Louisiana  was  ceded  by  France  to  Spain,  and  possession 
given  thereof  by  an  order  of  the  King  of  France  bearing  date  April  21,  1704.  In  the  year  1707  Joseph 
Kourgeat  took  possession  of  a  tract  of  land  at  the  mouth  of  the  Bayou  Lalaoache,  on  the  Mississippi,  and 
resided  thereon  with  his  family  until  the  year  1774.  During  his  residence  on  the  land  he  cleared  and 
cultivated  about  twenty-five  acres  of  it,  wliich,  when  be  removed,  he  left  in  the  possession  of  a  tenant  by 
the  name  of  Jean,  who  resided  on  the  land  uutil  1779,  when  he  was  compelled  to  leave  it  in  consequence 
ot  the  unusual  rise  of  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi  in  the  spring  of  that  year.  The  possession  and 
iiijprovement  of  the  land  i«  proved  by  three  witnesses,  to  wit:  Francois  Grammillon,  Simon  Craigel,  and 
Baptist  Lalieur;  two  of  them  .speak  of  the  land  being  granted  to  Bourgeat,  and  Latleur  says  he  believes 
by  Duplessis,  commandant,  and  Iticard,  judge.  There  is  no  evidence,  other  than  the  testimony  of  these 
witnesses,  otlered  in  support  of  the  claim,  and  they  are  silent  as  to  its  boundaries  and  extent. 

On  the  1st  ot  October,  1800,  the  Spanish  government  agreed  to  retrocede  Louisiana  to  France,  and 
on  the  21st  ot  October,  1803,  France  ceded  it  to  the  United  States.  By  the  third  article  of  the  treaty,  the 
United  States  agreed  tiiat  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  should  be  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment 
ot  their  liberty  and  property. 

After  Jean  removed  Irom  the  land  in  1779,  it  remained  unoccupied  until  after  the  year  1806.  A 
new  growth  ol  timber  had  sprung  up,  and  in  point  of  fact  it  had  again  become  a  part  of  the  forest.  No 
written  evidence  of  transactions  anterior  to  the  cession  in  1803  has-been  proft'ercd  to  the  committee,  and 
no  excu.se  IS  assigned  for  its  absence,  from  which  the  committee  infer  that  no  written  grant  was  even- 
made  to  Bourgeat,  and  that  the  claim  rests  upon  a  naked  possession  commenced  and  ended  within  the 
periods  betore  specified.  All  the  ordinances  for  the  granting  of  land  under  the  Spanish  government  of 
Louisiana,  so  tar  as  they  have  come  under  the  observation  of  tlie  committee,  require  of  the  settler  to  make 
certain  improvements  within  a  limited  time  to  entitle  him  to  the  right  of  soil.  In  this  case  there  is  no 
proof  ot  a  compliance  with  these  ordinances  by  Bourgeat,  and  from  the  total  abandonment  of  the  property 
lor  twenty-lour  years  before  the  cession  of  the  country  to  the  United  States,  the  committee  believe  that  he 
lorleited  all  claim  to  the  land,  if  any  he  ever  had,  and  that  it  was  not  his  intention,  nor  the  intention  of 
his  lainily  atter  his  decease,  at  any  time  before  the  treaty  of  1803,  to  resume  the  possession  of  the  land. 

In  the  year  1798  Joseph  Bourgeat  departed  this  life,  leaving  a  will,  in  which  nothing  is  said  about 
this  land.  In  April,  1806,  his  wife,  to  whom  he  willed  his  property,  transferred  to  Ebenezer  Cooley  by 
deed  as  he  clauus,  the  tract  of  land  lying  at  the  mouth  of  the  Bayou  Latanachc.  Cooley  applied  to  the 
board  ot  commissioners  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  rights  of  persons  claiming  lands 
under  French  or  Spanish  grants  iu  Louisiana,  and  in  their  record  the  land  is  described  as  lying  in  the 
county  ol  Point  Coupee,  on  the  we^t  side  of  the  Biver  Mississijipi,  containing  twenty  arpents  in  front,  viz., 
ten  arpents  on  each  side  the  Bayou  Attanachc,  with  the  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  boundfd  on  each  side 
by  vacant  land.  The  commissioners  rejected  the  claim  upon  the  ground  of  the  length  of  time  it  had  been 
abandoned,  and  also  upon  the  ground  that  it  was  unwarranted  by  any  law,  usage,  or  custom  of  tlie  Spanish 
government. 

On  the  Sth  day  of  December,  ISOG,  the  widow  of  Joseph  Bourgeat  sold  and  conveyed  another  tract  of 
land  for  the  consideration  of  three  hundred  dollars,  to  the  said  Cooley,  called  the  Cypress  Swamp,  begin- 
ning ten  arpents  above  the  Baj'ou  Latanachc,  on  the  Mississippi,  adjoining  the  land _/{;•«<  sold  to  him,  thence 
up  the  Mississippi  twenty-five  arpents  or  thereabouts,  with  double  concession.  This  deed  was  acknow- 
ledged before  Julian  Poydrass,  judge  of  the  county  court  of  Point  Coupee,  who  certified  that  the  grantor  had 
held,  occupied,  and  enjoyed  peaceable  possession  of  the  land  mentioned  in  the  deed  for  more  than  twenty- 
five  years  to  his  knowledge.  In  giving  this  certificate  the  judge  was  clearly  mistaken,  as  he  admits  by 
his  written  and  attested  acknowledgment,  bearing  date  October  19,  1817,  in  which  he  says  it  was  his 
intention  to  certify  only  that  Dr.  Bourgeat  did  formerly  settle  at  the  mouth  of  the  Bayou  Latanachc,  but 
he  could  hy  no  means  pretend  to  certify  the  quantity  he  then  occupied,  or  intended  to  occupy. 

It  is  proved  by  one  witness.  Dr.  John  Fowks,  that  he  was  at  the  mouth  of  the  Bayou  Latanache  in 
1806,  at  which  time  there  was  no  appearance  of  any  settlement  having  existed  thereon  for  a  number  of 
years  back,  and  that  from  the  appearance  of  the  timber  he  was  convinced  it  had  not  been  cultivated  for 
at  least  thirty  years.  He  also  states  that  he  was  acquainted  with  the  purchase  made  by  Dr.  Cooley,  which 
consisted  of  ten  arpents  above  and  ten  arpents  below  the  bayou,  which  was  the  full  extent  of  the  claim  of 
that  family,  and  he  was  perfectly  convinced  Cooley  did  not  intend  originally  to  exhibit  a  claim  for  a 
greater  quantity  of  land.  With  respect  to  the  adjoining  land,  the  witness  is  positive  that  the  claim  of 
Cooley  is  fictitious.  He  further  states  that  he  purchased  a  part  of  the  land,  and  discovering  the  futility  of 
Cooley's  claim  he  compelled  him  to  give  up  the  contract.  He  also  states  that  he  understood  that  the  land 
at  the  mouth  of  the  bayou  had  been  abandoned  by  the  family  since  1779,  and  was  only  resumed  by  Dr. 
Cooley  in  consequence  of  its  enhanced  value  by  the 'change  of  the  government. 

Another  witness.  Colonel  Bartlet  Collins,  s'tates  that  he  commenced  his  settlement  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  bayou  in  1807,  and  remained  there  seven  years;  and  always  understood  that  the  extent  of  Bourgeat's 
claim  was  ten  arpents  above  and  ten  below  the  bayou. 

George  D.  Passan,  in  his  deposition,  states  that  in  the  year  1809-'10  he  saw  the  land  at  the  mouth  of 
the  bayou,  and  that  nine  or  ten  arpents  front  on  the  Mississippi,  by  about  two  or  three  arpents  back,  con- 
taining about  twenty-five  arpents,  was  covered  by  a  small  grow'th  of  trees,  which  indicated  that  it  had 
been  iormerly  cleared;  and  with  the  exception  of  about  sixty  arpents  cleared  by  Dr.  Fowks,  and  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  cleared  by  the  witness,  all  the  land  between  the  Bayous  Latanache  and  Moran,  which 
includes  al}  the  Cypress  Swamp  tract  and  a  part  of  the  first  tract,  was  uninqiroved. 

Some  idea  may  be  formed  cjf  the  value  of  these  lands  from  the  sales  made  by  Dr.  Cooley.  On  the  8tli 
day  of  June,  1809,  he  sold   ten   arpents  front  and  the  whole  depth  back  for  $3,500,  to  George  D.  Passan, 
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being  a  part  of  tlie  Cypress  Pwatrip  ti\irt.  On  the  •24tli  nf  Mny,  \S\\,  In-  sulil  tlic  tract  at  tlic  niimth  of 
the  bayou  to  J.  (Iray  tor  $15,000,  whirli  Irtt  still  unsold  almut  lilliM'U  aipcnls  IVmit  (iflhi-  Cypress  i^wamp 
tract. 

The  committee  are  oi"  opinion,  from  the  testimony  nf  these  witnesses,  and  from  the  fact  that  the  land 
at  the  month  of  the  bayon.  in  the  claim  made  to  the  commissioners,  is  described  as  bein^-  bonnded  by 
vacant  land,  that  neither  BonrL;-eat  nor  his  family  asserted  any  claim  to  the  Cypress  S\vani[)  tract  before  the 
treaty,  and  they  arc  compelled  to  view  the  claim  now  set  up.  in  the  most  unfavorable  point  of  ligdit. 

Possessed  of  the  first  certificate  i.if  Judg-e  I'oydrass,  which  lie  (Cooley)  might  have  known  was  incor- 
rect, he  again  applied  to  the  commissioners  to  confirm  his  title  to  a  tract  of  land  situated  in  the  county 
of  IViint  Coupee,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  containing  two  thousand  and  eighty-four  arpents, 
bounded  on  the  upper  side  by  Colonel  Treme,  and  on  the  lower  side  by  vacant  land  which  he  purchased  of 
Mrs.  Bourgeat.  This  tract  embraces  the  Cypress  Swamp  and  the  land  at  the  mouth  of  the  bayou,  for  which 
the  commissioners  rejected  his  claim.  The  commissioners,  on  the  23d  day  of  March,  1816,  confirmed  the 
claim  for  two  thousand  arpents  of  this  land,  which  was  approved  b_y  an  act  of  Congress  May  11,  1820.  In 
this  act  of  confirmation  the  commissioners  were  unrpiestiiinably  misled  by  the  certificate  of  Judge  Poydrass, 
which  they  incorporated  in  their  record,  and  without  which  they  never  could  have  allowed  the  claim. 

Other  than  the  improvements  made  by  Dr.  Fowks  and  Mr.  Passau,  there  is  no  proof  before  the  com- 
mittee at  what  time  the  other  improvements  were  made,  nor  is  there  any  evidence  at  what  time  the  peti- 
tioner took  possession  of  the  lands.  The  whole  improvements  are  estimated  at  about  foiu'  hundred  and 
fiftj'  arpents,  and  the  land  with  the  improvements  are  proved  to  be  worth  twenty-five  dollars  jjer  arpent, 
equal  to  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

By  an  act  of  Congress  of  ilarch  3,  ]803,  the  Secretarj-  of  War  was  authorized  to  issue  land  warrants 
to  Major  CJeneral  Lafayette  for  11,520  acres  of  land.  By  an  act  of  March  27,  1804,  he  was  permitted  to 
locate  his  warrants  on  any  lands,  the  property  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans.  By  an 
act  of  March  2,  1805,  he  was  required  to  make  his  locations  with  the  register  of  the  land  office  created  by 
that  act;  the  survej's  thereof  were  to  be  executed  under  the  authority  of  the  surveyor  of  the  United  States 
south  of  Tennessee,  and  a  patent  or  patents  were  to  be  issued  tlierefor  on  presouting  such  surveys  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  together  with  the  certificate  of  the  register  that  the  land  was  not  rightfully 
claimed  by  any  other  person.  There  was  a  further  provision  in  the  act  that  the  surveys  should  not  con- 
tain less  than  iine  thousand  acres,  and  should  not  include  any  improved  lands  or  lots,  salt  spring,  or  lead 
mine.  Two  locations  were  made  by  General  Lafaj-ctte  of  one  thousand  acres  each,  which  included  the 
lands  cleared  by  Dr.  Coolej';  one  of  these  locations  was  made  on  the  1st  of  July,  1810,  and  the  other  on 
the  25th  of  May  of  the  same  year.  To  the  surveys  tlie  certificates  required  by  law  were  attached.  The 
surveyor,  in  his  certificate,  states  that  the  surveys  included  no  improvements  but  Coolej^'s,  which  were 
rejected;  and  the  register  certified  that  the  lands  located  were  not  rightfully  claimed  by  any  other  person. 
On  these  surveys  patents  were  issued  on  the  25th  of  March,  1813,  to  General  Lafaj'ctte. 

In  1812  lie  sold  these  tracts  of  land  to  Henry  Seymour,  who  instituted  a  suit  against  Cooley,  in  which, 
in  the  year  1825,  he  succeeded  in  recovering'  the  lands.  In  g'iving  their  opiniou  in  the  above  suit,  the 
court  pronounced  both  of  the  deeds  from  Mrs.  Bourgeat  to  Cooley  to  be  void,  in  consequence  of  their  not 
being  executed  in  conformity  to  the  laws  of  Louisiana. 

From  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  committee  are  satisfied  that  neither  Joseph  Bourgeat  nor  his  repre- 
sentatives had  any  right  to  the  lands  mentioned  in  the  memorial  of  the  petitioner  at  the  time  of  the  acqui- 
sition of  Louisiana  by  the  United  States;  and  they  are  also  satisfied  that  the  commissioners,  in  confirming 
the  title,  were  induced  so  to  do  from  evidence  -which  the  petitioner  might  have  known  to  be  incorrect 
when  it  was  laid  before  them.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  petitioner  is  not  entitled  to  the 
relief  he  prays,  and  submit,  for  the  approbation  of  the  House,  the  following  resolution: 

Besolvrd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Cooley. 
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E  X  C  H  A  X  G  E    0  F    A    C  E  R  T  A  I  X  C  II  E  R  0  K  E  E    R  E  S  E  R  V  A  T  1  O  X   1-  OR  f  J  0  0  D  LAND. 

COMMCVlCATEIi    TO    THE    IIOCSE    OE    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY     15,     1830. 

Mr.  Ci.AV,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Captain  John  AVood, 

a  Cherokee  Indian,  reported: 

That  the  petitioner  claims  and  states  that  he  is  in  possession  of  a  reservation  under  a  treaty  concluded 
with  the  Cherokee  Indians  on  the day  of  ,  181";  that  at  the  time  of  agreeing  to  take  a  reser- 
vation he  stated  that  he  had  an  improvement  in  a  narrow  cove  of  Cumberland  mountain,  where  he  chose 
his  reservation,  but  that  he  "did  not  want  mountain;"  to  this  remark,  he  states  that  the  commissioners 
replied  "  that  he  should  have  good  land.''  He  further  states  that  the  surveyor  employed  to  lay  oft  reser- 
vations, though  requested,  w-ould  not  regard  the  mountain  as  the  boundaries  of  the  tract  to  be  reserved 
for  the  petitioner,  but  consented  to  make  surveys  and  plats,  both  agreeablj^  to  his  instructions  and  the 
wishes  of  the  petitioner.  To  these  plats,  as  certified  bv  the  surveyor,  your  committee  beg  leave  to  refer. 
The  petitioner  also  sets  forth,  that  he  has  always  been'friendly  to  the  whites,  and  has  several  times  saved 
their  settlements  from  the  murderous  incursions  of  his  savage  brethren  by  timely  warnings  of  their 
impending  danger.  This  statement,  in  the  opinion  of  j'our  committee,  is  satisfactorily  supported  by  the 
evidence  which  accompanies  the  petition.  The  committee,  therefore,  consider  tlie  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
reasonable,  and  ask  leave  to  report  a  bill  for  his  relief 

VOL.  VI T  E 
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CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    A  L  A  B  A  M  A . 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OE    REPRESENTATIVES  JANUARY    18,     1830. 

Mr.  Clay,  from  tlic  Cuinniittee  on  Public  Lands,  lu  whom  w:is  refen-ed  tlic  petition  of  John  Glass,  reported: 

Tliat  the  petitioner  states  that  in  the  j'car  1818  Alexander  McQuie  and  James  Hogan,  jointly,  became 
the  piircliascrs  of  tiie  northeast  quarter  of  section  4,  in  township  5,  and  range  7  west,  in  the  district  of 
lands  sold  at  Iluntsville,  Alabama;  that  in  tiie  year  1823  the  petitioner  bought  the  said  land  certificate 
of  said  Hogan,  and  took  his  transfer  of  the  same,  under  the  belief  that  he  would  thereby  obtain  the  legal 
title  to  said  quarter  section;  that  under  said  purchase  he  took  possession  of  said  land,  has  since  cultivated 
it,  and  made  thereon  lasting  improvements;  that  in  March  last  he  applied  at  the  land  office  in  Huntsville 
to  pay  the  balance  due  on  said  land  (one-fourth  of  the  purchase  money  only  having  been  previously  paid) 
and  obtain  a  patent  for  the  same,  when  he  was  informed  that  it  could  not  be  done  without  McQuie's 
transfer,  who,  the  petitioner  alleges,  has  no  interest  in  the  land  or  certificate  The  petitioner  states  that 
after  diligent  inquiry  he  is  unable  to  learn  whether  said  McQuie  is  dead  or  living,  or  where  his  residence 
was  or  is,  and  that  he  never  resided  in  the  State  of  Alabama.  The  petitioner  being  otherwise  without 
remedy,  the  committee  beg  leave  to  report  a  bill. 
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CLAIM     TO     LAND     IN     LOUISIANA. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    18,    1830. 

Mr.  GuBLET,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  and  docu- 
ments of  the  heirs  of  John  Tuillier,  deceased,  reported: 

That  the  petitioners  claim  a  tract  of  land  situated  in  the  parish  of  West  Baton  Rouge  containing  six 
arpents  front  by  forty  in  depth,  equal  to  two  hundred  and  forty  superficial  arpents,  as  having  been  granted 
to  their  ancestor,  John  Tuillier,  by  the  Spanish  government,  in  the  year  1785,  and  inhabited  and  culti- 
vated by  him  and  them  ever  since.  It  appears  by  a  plat  of  survey  accompanying  the  petition  that  the 
same  was  surveyed  by  Ephraim  Davidson,  by  order  of  the  survej'or  of  the  lands  oY  the  United  States,  on 
the  20th  of  March,  1806.  The  affidavits  accompanying  the  petition  establish  the  fact  of  habitation  and 
cultivation  in  1785,  and  that  the  land  has  been  from  that  time  to  the  present  inhabited  and  cultivated  by 
him  and  his  heirs,  the  present  claimants.  Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  claim  should  be  con- 
firmed, and  for  that  purpose  report  a  bill. 
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CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    18,    1830. 

Mr.  Pettis,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of 

Louis  Pellerin,  reported: 

That  the  petitioners,  twenty-five  in  number,  claiming  to  be  the  heirs  of  Louis  Pellerin,  represent  that 
in  1764  M.  D'Baddie,  directeur  general  and  commandant  for  the  King  in  Louisiana,  made  a  grant  of  land 
to  said  Pellerin,  in  the  county  of  Opelousas,  of  one  and  a  half  leagues  in  length  by  three-quarters  of  a 
league  in  breadth,  it  being  a  prairie;  and  also  a  half  league  of  timbered  land,  bordering  or  lying  on  the 
front  of  said  first-named  grant.  They  represent  that  several  persons  claiming  the  said  land  under  the 
said  Pellerin,  as_  purchasers,  presented  their  claim  before  the  board  of  commissioners  for  the  western 
district  of  Louisiana,  and  prayed  that  the  confirmation  be  made  to  them;  that  the  petitioners  protested, 
and  that  the  claim  was  not  confirmed  to  the  adverse  claimants;  that  the  petitioners  have  never  been 
confirmed  in  their  title,  and  that  the  adverse  claimants  have  possession  of  the  original  papers  showing 
the  grant,  and  they  can  produce  nothing  but  a  copy;  such  a  copy  is  produced  duly  certified. 

A  great  mass  of  documents  has  been  produced,  showing  what  was  presented  to  the  said  board  to 
induce  a  confirmation  to  the  Collinses,  the  adverse  claimants,  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  notice,  as  they 
throw  no  light  on  the  subject  of  the  original  grant. 
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If  the  t:;r;uit,  (if  wljirli  a  copy  is  jinidnced,  bo  autliriitir,  it  ;i|iiK':trs  that  in  ItiU  a  concession  was 
made  by  the  dircctenr  j;-enei'al  and  conimanihtnt  of  the  King  iu  Lonisiana  to  Louis  PeUerin  of  the  ([uantity 
of  land  heretofore  mentioned,  upon  conditions  that  the  g'rantee  sliouhl  contin'.io  the  estaldisliinent  wiiere 
he  then  was,  and  that  in  one  j'ear  from  the  date  he  sliould  improve  the  land.s  granted,  and  in  ch'fault  of 
whicli  they  .sliould  be  reunited  to  the  domain,  and  that  the  rights  of  seignory  should  be  paid.  It  does 
not  appear  that  any  of  these  conditions  have  been  coniplieil  witli.'nur  does  it  appear  who  has  been  in 
possession. 

Your  Committee  are  not  prepared  to  admit  that  the  directeur  general  was  competent  to  make  grants 
of  this  kind;  but  at  any  rate  the  conditions  should  have  been  complied  with  Your  committee  tliink  that 
they  could  not  confirm  the  grant  to  these  heirs.  The  most  that  could  be  done  would  be  to  confirm  the 
original  claim  of  Pellerin,  and  then  leave  the  conflicting  claim  to  bo  decided  between  the  parties. 

It  appears,  however,  from  documents  obtained  from  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  that  a  part  of  the  lands  here  claiined  has  been  confirmed  to  the  (Collinses,  the  adverse  claimants. 
Y^our  committee  therefore  recommend  tliat  the  claim  be  rejected. 
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CLAIM    TO    LAND    IX    LOUISIANA. 

COMMlWIC.iTED  TO  THE  HorSE  OF  RErRESKXT.\TIVES  .I.WU.VRV   18,    1830. 

Mr.  GfRi.EV,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  ti)  whom  were  referred  the  petition  and  document.s 
of  the  heirs  of  Jean  Marie  Trahaud,  deceased,  reported: 

That  the  petititmers  claim  a  certain  tract  of  land,  of  si.K  arpents  in  front,  by  fnrty  in  d(_'pth,  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  in  the  parish  of  West  Baton  Rouge,  in  consequence  of  a  settlement  made 
thereon  by  their  father,  witli  the  permission  of  the  Spanish  government,  in  the  year  1185,  and  in  virtue 
of  settlement  and  cultivation  since.  The  evidence  adduced  proves  that  the  ancestor  of  petitioners  was 
settled  on  said  land  by  the  Spanish  government  in  1785;  some  of  the  witnesses  say  that  it  was  granted 
to  him,  that  he  cultivatecl  the  same,  and  that  his  heirs,  the  petitioners,  are  now  in  possession  of  said  land. 
Said  land  was  surveyed  by  order  of  the  L'nited  States  surveyor  on  the  9tii  of  March,  1806. 

Y'our  committee  think  the  petitioners  entitled  to  relief,  and  for  that  purpose  report  a  bill. 
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APPLICATION  OF  ALABAMA  FOR  A  PO.STPONEMENT  OF  THE  SALE  OF  LAND  IN  JACKSON 
COUNTY^  AND  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF  PURCHASERS  OP  PUBLIC  LANDS  IN  THAT  STATE. 

COMML'XIC.iTEn    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENT.WIVES    .I.\Xr.\RY    18,     1830. 

A  JOLN'T  MEilORIAL  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  praying   a  postponement  of  tlie   sales  of  the  public  lands  in  thu 

county  of  Jackson. 

The  memorial  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  in  general  assem- 
bly convened,  respectfully  represents,  that  it  is  with  deep  concern  they  have  observed  that  the  President 
has  deemed  it  proper  to  bring  the  public  lands  lying  in  the  county  of  Jackson,  in  this  State,  into  market 
on  the  third  Monday  of  February  next.  The  period  thus  selected,  they  are  constrained  to  believe,  is 
peculiarly  unfavorable  to  the  interest  of  the  general  government,  and  alike  injurious  to  the  interest  of 
the  citizens  residing  in  that  country.  The  great  pecuniary  embarrassment  which  has  been  accumulating 
for  the  last  few  years  throughout  the  cotton-growing  country  has  fallen  with  its  full  force  upon  the  popu- 
lation of  that  portion  of  our  State.  The  abundant  crops  of  the  present  season,  the  first  for  some  years 
which  have  promised  an  adequate  return  to  the  planter,  have  been  looked  to  with  cheering  hope,  for  the 
means  of  extricating  themselves  from  their  difficulties,  and  of  securing  tlie  possession  of  their  homes. 

New  Orleans,  however,  affords  to  them  the  only  market  for  the  disposal  of  their  staple  commodity;  and 
when  its  great  distance,  and  the  intervening  obstructions  to  their  intercourse,  are  taken  into  consideration, 
it  is  obviously  impossible  for  them  to  receive  their  returns  in  time  for  the  sales  in  February.  ^  The  expe- 
rience of  all  former  years  must  place  this  fact  beyond  question.  This  State  is  also  now  bringing  into 
market  the  lands  granted  by  the  general  governrnent  for  the  improvement  of  the  Tennessee  and  other 
rivers,  and  the  sales  of  these  lands,  lying  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  must,  by  absorbing  a  large  portion 
of  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country,  add  greatly  to  the  existing  pecuniary  distress.  The  operation 
of  these  combined  causes  cannot  fail  to  diminish  greatly  the  number  of  purchasers,  and  to  afford  facilities 
for  the  combinations  of  those  harpies,  the  land  speculators,  who  prey  alike  upon  the  government  and 
upon  the  honest  occupant  of  the  soil.     The  county  of  Jackson  contains,  it  is  supposed,  at  this  time,  at 
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least  12,000  inhabitrmts,  many  of  whom  have  been  compelled  to  seek  an  asylum  on  the  public  lands,  from 
an  inability  to  purchase  elsewhere;  and  their  continuance  there  has  been,  if  not  by  the  permission,  at  least 
by  the  suflerance  of  the  general  governuient.  It  is  therefore  confidently  believed  that  they  will  not  be 
turned  shelterless  from  their  cabins,  with  their  wives  and  lielidess  children,  at  an  inclement  season  of  the 
year — at  a  season  too  late  to  efl'ect  a  new  settlement  and  to  make  the  necessary  preparations  for  xhe  fol- 
lowing crop.  The  considerations  ^vhich  have  been  urged,  it  is  humbly  hoped,  will  induce  Congress  to 
postpone  the  sales  above  referred  to  until  the  montii  of  September  or  October  next. 

Ees<^ci,  therefore,  by  the  genale  and  house  of  y-epresentalivea  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  in  general  assembly 
convened,  That  our  senators  be,  and  thej'  are  hereby,  instructed  to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  obtain, 
cither  by  application  to  the  President  or  by  the  passage  of  a  law,  the  objects  embraced  in  this  memorial. 

And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  transmit  one  copy  of  the  foregoing 
memorial  and  resolution  to  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress. 

JOHN  GAYLE,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rejiresentatives. 
LEVIN  POWELL,  President  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  January  1,  1S30. 

GABRIEL  MOORE. 


JOINT  MEIIOEIAL  to  the  Congress  of  thp  United  States,  nsUing  relit-f  for   the   purcha.sers  of   public  land,  and   for  other 

purpose.^. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  cf  Bej^resentatives  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  memorial  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Alabama  respectl'ully  represents  unto  your  hon- 
orable bodies,  that  in  the  years  1818  and  1819,  for  the  purpose  of  contributing  to  the  revenue  of  the 
general  government,  large  quantities  of  the  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Alabama  were  offered  for  sale 
and  sold  to  numerous  purchasers  resident  citizens  thereof,  in  many  instances  at  the  most  extravagant  and 
exorbitant  prices,  the  said  lands  having  then  commanded  prices  which  are  justly  and  correctly  estimated 
at  four  times  their  fair  and  intrinsic  value,  inasmuch  as  in  their  present  improved  condition  they  would 
scarcely  bring  the  fourtli  part  of  tlio  amount  at  which  they  were  originally  sold;  that  the  said  citizens 
who  thus  purchased  at  the  said  sales  became  involved  in  heavy  pecuniary  responsibilities  to  the  govern- 
ment, which  they  solaced  themselves  with  the  hope  that  industry'  and  economy  would  remove.  This 
expectation  has  proved  delusive.  A  sum  of  money  far  beyond  their  means  of  repayment  has  been  accu- 
mulated upon  them,  until  they  are  constrained  to  contemplate  their  impending  and  irretrievable  ruin, 
unless  the  kind  and  liberal  hand  of  a  protecting  and  munificent  government  should  be  extended  to  them. 
Impressed  with  the  truth  of  the  fin-egoing  statement,  your  memorialists  deem  it  unnecessary  to  enter  into 
a  minute  detail  of  the  series  of  causes  and  events  which  have  produced  this  most  unhappy  result.  Many 
(jf  tiiem  will  be  found  portraj'cd  in  striking  and  impressive  colors  in  the  memorials  heretofore  presented 
by  the  general  assembly  of  Alabama  to  your  honorable  bodies,  to  which,  with  becoming  deference,  they 
again  refer  you.  But  they  feel  they  would  be  doing  the  greatest  injustice  to  the  citizens  of  Alabama  if 
they  were  wholly  to  omit  the  exposition  of  some  of  the  most  i)rominent  circumstances  which  preceded  their 
unfortunate  purchases  of  land  at  the  then  most  exorbitant  prices.  It  is  a  matter  which  none  can  con- 
trovert that  a  few  years  previous  to  the  sales  of  public  lands  above  adverted  to  our  country  had  been 
involved  in  an  extensive  war,  which  drained  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  of  a  large  portion  of  its 
available  funds,  which,  thus  withdrawn  and  forced  into  a  promiscuous  circulation,  afforded  more  money  to 
our  citizens  than  their  necessities  re(iuired;  that  cotton,  the  great  staple  of  this  State,  commanded 
between  twenty  and  tliirty  cents  per  pound;  that  an  unhappy  bauking  mania  then  pervaded  the  greater 
part  of  the  Union;  tliat  numerous  banks  were  then  established,  whicli  emitted  paper  that  proved  in  the 
sequel  to  be  the  mere  rei)rcsentatiou  of  money  to  a  very  large  amount,  and  which  then  formed  in  a  great 
measure  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country;  that  several  millions  of  Mississippi  stock  were  at  the 
same  time  offered  for  sale  and  purchased  at  heavy  discounts,  which,  in  the  hands  of  the  holders,  could  only 
be  employed  or  invested  in  the  purchase  of  public  lands  in  Alabama,  and  that  the  value  of  lands  in  the 
cotton-growing  part  of  the  country  was  by  the  most  prudent  estimated  by  the  price  of  cotton,  to  which 
may  be  attributed  the  rage  of  land  speculation,  and  indeed  speculation  of  every  description,  which  per- 
vaded this  and  every  other  country,  the  anticipated  products  of  which  promised  to  gratify  the  avarice  of 
the  most  covetous  and  miserly.  The  causes  combined  subjected  many  of  our  best  and  most  prudent  citi- 
zens, who  were  desirous  of  securing  to  themselves  settlements,  (which  they  then  hoped  would  bo  perma- 
nent,) to  all  the  disadvantages  incident  to  unequal  competition  in  the  purchase  of  lands.  To  secure  their 
lands  they  promised  more  than  they  afterwards  were  found  to  be  able  to  perform — a  part  thereof  in  cash, 
and  the  balance  on  short  credits.  Before  the  second  instalment  became  due  the  cotton  market  sustained 
a  depression  of  upwards  of  twenty  cents  per  pound,  which  awakened  them  to  the  sober  realities  of  their 
situations,  and  convinced  them  that  their  pleasing  anticipations  of  future  advancement  and  prosperity 
were  not  only  fiillacious,  but  that  without  adequate  relief  from  the  general  government  the  sun  of  their 
prosperity  was  forever  set.  From  the  difliculties  and  perplexities  of  their  unhappy  situation  they  were, 
however,  relieved  by  the  liberal  interposition  of  Congress,  which,  in  applying  the  corrective,  permitted 
the  purchasers  of  public  lands  to  retain  such  portion  of  the  lands  purchased  by  them  respectively  as  the 
amount  of  the  payments  they  had  severally  made  would  pay  for  at  the  stipulated  price,  to  relinquish  the 
remamdcr  to  the  government,  or  to  retain  it  subject  to  a  liberal  and  generous  deduction  of  thirty-seven 
and  a  half  per  cent,  of  the  principal  they  contracted  to  pay.  This  liberal  measure  was  calculated  to 
produce  and  did  elicit  the  warm  gratitude  of  the  citizens  of  our  State.  They  felt  that  the  policy  of  the 
government  strictly  accorded  with  the  true  interests  of  the  nation;  that  in  the  policy  it  had  pursued 
towards  them  it  tacitly  recognized  the  orthodoxy  of  the  doctrine  that  the  true  interest  of  the  nation  is 
best  consulted  in  parcelling  out  its  lands  to  its  citizens,  and  thereby  multiplying  the  number  of  its  free- 
holders; that  It  better  comports  with  the  true  interests  of  the  nation  to  sell  its  lands  (the  most  valuable 
ot  all  property)  to  its  citizens  for  a  fair  price,  or  even  below  it,  ia  preference  to  disposing  of  it  beyond  its 
value;  that  thereby  you  enable  the  middling  classes  of  the  community,  who  are  the  bone  and  sinew,  the 
main  pillars  of  tins  and  every  other  country  in  times  of  danger  and  emergency,  to  become  the  permanent 
lords  of  the  soil  they  inhabit,  and  to  connect  and  identify  their  interests  with  those  of  the  country  in 
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which  their  all  is  at  stake;  that  the  prnsiicrity  i>f  the  citizen  is  the  r.JiiiHhitiDii  of  Ihe  wraith  and  livospei-ity 
of  the  nation,  anil  that  it  illy  ctinipoi'ts  with  a  just  anil  enli,t;-h(eneil  policy,  which  so  slronjj;ly  charactnizcs 
every  measure  ol' the  g-overnnient  in  relation  to  the  sale,  disposal,  or  allotment  of  jiuhlic  lands,  to  hold  its 
debtors,  rendered  such  by  unfortunate  purchases  of  lands,  to  ruinous  contracts,  entered  into,  it  is  true,  in 
good  faith,  merely  because  they  have  placed  themselves  within  its  power.  Your  memorialists  further 
represent  unto  your  honorable  bodies  that  tiio  laws  passed  for  the  relief  of  the  citizens  of  Alabama  will 
soon  expire  by  their  own  limitation;  tliat  although  they  have  partially  extended  relief,  yet  they  have 
failed  to  etfect  much  of  the  g-ood  designed  by  them,  so  powerful  has  been  the  combination  of  speculators 
upon  the  public  lands,  under  the  auction  system,  so  extensive  and  artful  in  its  winding's  and  various 
ramifications  that  the  first  purchasers  were  deterred  by  the  dangers  of  their  situation  from  availing  them- 
selves of  the  benefit  of  relinquishment  secured  to  them  by  the  act  of  Congress  as  related  either  to  their 
improved  or  timbered  lands,  as  far  as  the  same  were  necessary  to  thcni,  because  when  the  same  were 
thrown  into  market  under  the  auction  system  the  combination,  arrangement,  art,  and  cupidity  of  the 
speculators  would  begin  to  operate;  their  lands  woidd  be  jj^s/hy/  greatly  above  the  government  minimum, 
unless  by  a  heavy  bonus  to  the  speculators,  extorted  from  llieir  actual  wants,  (he  oecupaiil  secured  from 
them  a  tacit  permission  to  ]iurchase  his  home. 

Your  memorialists  further  respectfully  reiiresent  that  the  history  and  experience  of  the  jiast  furnisli 
the  melancholy  truth  that  although  the  citizens  of  .Vlabama  have  been  greatly  impoverished  by  the 
excessive  high  ])rices  they  have  been  constrained  to  pay  for  public  lands,  yet  they  believe  that  in 
Alabama  the  United  States,  upon  an  average  for  the  last  eight  years,  have  not  recT?ived  the  one-half  part 
of  the  amount  ]mid  by  the  settlers  fiir  their  lands;  that  the  balance  has  been  filched  I'rom  them,  and  went 
into  the  pockets  of  the  artful  and  designing-  speculators  who  attended  the  sales,  not  to  purchase  lands  with 
the  view  of  retaining  them,  but  to  speculate  on  the  wants  or  too  contiding  credulity  of  the  honest 
settler.  Your  memorialists  believe  that  a  corrective  remedj'  to  the  existing  evils  they  have  but  faintly 
delineated  may  be  found  in  the  wisdom  and  power  of  Congress;  they  believe  that  the  proper  antidote 
would  be  applied  if  Congress  were  to  pass  the  bill  graduating  the  price  of  public  lands,  as  proposed  by 
Mr.  Benton,  of  Missouri,  and  to  secure  by  law  a  pre-emptive  riglit  to  all  actual  settlers  of  public  lands, 
subject  to  the  following  modifications  and  restrictions,  to  wit:  To  permit  one  class  of  the  purchasers  of 
the  public  lands,  who  were  actual  settlors  and  had  relinquished  a  part  of  their  necessary  purchases,  to 
enter  the  relinquished  part  at  the  m.inimum  price  established  by  the  government,  provided  the  part  so 
retained  and  entered  should  not  exceed  six  hundred  and  forty  acres;  to  permit  a  second  class,  who  were 
actual  settlers  at  the  time  of  relinquishing,  to  enter  at  the  minimum  price  as  manj- acres  of  any  unappro- 
priated land,  unoccujiied  by  third  persons,  as  he,  she,  or  they  had  paid  for  at  a  price  above  ten  dollars 
per  acre;  and  to  admit  an  entry  in  like  manner  of  the  number  of  acres  as  he,  she,  or  they  had  paid  for  at 
a  price  above  five  dollars  per  acre.  Your  memorialists  believe  that  the  general  government,  in  extending 
the  terms  of  relinquishing  and  securing-  preferences  to  lands  in  the  manner  above  specified,  will  sustain 
no  serious  pecuniary  loss;  and  should  it,  in  its  wisdom,  allow  its  debtors  to  relinquish  and  to  receive 
stock  in  lieu  of  the  amount  thc_y  have  paid  for  lands,  to  be  reinvested  in  the  imrcliuse  of  the  same  lands 
and  other  lands,  (if  there  should  he  a  residuum,)  whilst  the  citizens  of  our  State  would  be  rendered 
prosperous  and  happy,  the  public  debt  in  Alabama  would  in  a  short  time  be  exting'uished,  the  deleterious 
credit  system  no  longer  be  felt,  and  the  foundation  of  demoralizing  speculation  be  entirely  removed. 
Your  memorialists  further  represent  that  there  is  another  class  of  our  citizens  having,  in  their  opinion,  an 
equitable  claim  upon  the  liberalitj'  of  the  government;  they  allude  to  those  citizens  the  extent  of  whose 
means  and  facilities  enabled  them  to  pay  up  the  amount  of  their  purchases  at  the  exorbitant  prices  at 
which  their  lands  sold,  as  is  aforesaid.  These,  by  their  punctualitj'  to  the  government,  lost  the  deduction 
of  the  37i  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  their  purchases,  which  was  accorded  to  those  less  punctual. 
Your  memorialists  believe  that  the  due  measure  of  justice  would  be  meted  out  to  them  if  they  or  tlieir  heirs 
were  permitted  to  enter,  at  the  minimum  price,  as  many  acres  of  unappropriated  land,  unoccupied  by 
third  persons,  as  they  paid  for  at  a  price  above  five  dollars  per  acre,  or  by  issuing-  stock  in  their  favor 
equal  to  the  auiount  of  the  difierence  such  purchasers  lost  by  not  obtaining  the  37i  per  cent,  discount 
extended  to  others.  Your  memorialists  humbly  hope  that  the  facts  and  suggestions  embodied  in  this 
memorial  will  receive  the  attentive  consideration  of  your  honorable  bodies;  that  if  found  true  and  just 
our  citizens  may  receive  relief  commensurate  and  coextensive  with  the  grievances  complained  of.  They 
therefore  request  that  j-our  honorable  bodies  will  be  pleased  to  bestow'  upon  this  important  subject  the 
attention  it  may  be  esteemed  to  deserve;  and  as  in  duty  bound  your  memorialists  w\\\  every  pray,  iVe. 

Iie»jlved,  That  our  senators  be  instructed,  and  our  representatives  be  requested,  to  use  thc\r  liest 
exertiQUS  to  procure  the  relief  mentioned  in  the  beforegoing  memorial;  and  that  his  excellency  the 
governor  be  requested  to  forward,  as  soon  as  practicable,  a  copy  of  the  foregoing'  memorial  to  the  President 
of  the  Senate  of  the  L'nited  States,  and  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  one  to  each 
of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

C.  C.  CLAY.  Speal.'cr  of  Ihe  House  of  Repn'scnialivcg. 
NICH'S  DAYLS,  Fresldent  of  the  Senate. 


Approved  January  29,  1829. 


JOHN  MT'IIPHY. 


Secretary  of  St.we's  Office,  Tuscaloosa,  Januanj  29,  LS29. 
I  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original  roll  on  file  in  this  office. 


r        T       As  witness,  &c. 
[l.  S.J 


JAMES  I.  THORNTON,  Secretary  of  State. 
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21ST    COKGRESS."!  No.      782.  [IST  SESSION. 

APPLICATION  OF  ALABAMA  FOR  A    GRANT    OF  CERTAIN  LAND  FOR  ESTABLISHING  PRI- 
MARY SCHOOLS  IN  THAT  STATE. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SEN.iTE    JANUARY    18,    1830. 

JOINT  MEMORIAL  to  the  Coneress  of  the  United  States,  praying  a  relinquishment  of  claim  to  certain  lands  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  primary  schools  in  the  several  counties  in  this  State. 

To  the  Congress  of  the   United  States: 

The  joint  memorial  of  tlie  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  in  general 
assembly  convened,  respectfully  showeth:  That  in  many  counties  of  this  State  there  yet  remain  portions  of 
the  public  lands  unsold,  though  the  same  have  been  subject  to  entry  for  many  years.  No  stronger  evidence 
need  bo  adduced  of  those  lands  not  being  worth  the  minimum  price  heretofore  established  than  the  fact 
of  their  having  remained  undisposed  of  for  such  a  length  of  time.  Although  those  lands  in  the  aggre- 
gate would  produce  only  an  inconsiderable  sum,  yet,  when  added  to  the  sums  produced  by  the  sales  or 
rent  of  the  Kith  sections,  your  memorialists  believe  it  might  efl'oct  the  laudable  object  of  extending  the 
benefits  of  education  to  those  who  otherwise  would  remain  in  ignorance,  an  object  to  which  the  grant  of 
the  IGth  sections  has  hitherto  proved  inadequate.  Independent  of  the  establishment  and  endowment  of 
primary  schools,  strong  reasons  exist  why  those  lands  should  not  remain  in  their  present  situation.  The 
State  of  Alabama  is  anxiously  looking  forward  to  the  time  when  all  the  lands  within  her  limits  will 
become  the  property  of  individual  citizens,  and  thus  enable  the  authorities  of  the  same  to  establish  a 
regular  and  just  plan  of  taxation  for  the  stipport  of  its  government;  those  lands  produce  no  revenue  to  the 
State,  and  it  is  hopeless  to  presume  tiiat  they  can  ever  be  disposed  of  at  the  present  minimum  price.  They 
interfere  much  with  the  collection  of  the  land  taxes,  as  it  is  almost  impossible  for  the  collectors  to  ascer- 
tain what  lands  are  subject  to  taxation;  an  objection  which  must  remain  so  long  as  there  remain  any 
unappropriated  lands  within  this  State.  If  the  lands  referred  to  should  be  granted  to  the  State,  it  would 
be  competent  for  the  authorities  of  the  same  to  affix  such  prices  on  the  lands  as  would  enable  every 
citizen  to  become  a  freeholder.  Your  memorialists  therefore  ask  that  all  the  lands  which  have  or  shall 
hereafter  be  subject  to  entry,  for  the  space  of  two  years,  may  be  granted  to  the  State  of  Alabama  for  the 
purpose  of  establisiiing  and  endowing  primary  schools  in  the  respective  counties  of  this  State,  where  the 
said  lands  may  be  situate,  or,  in  the  event  that  the  grant  may  not  be  made,  that  such  measures  should  be 
adopted  by  Congress  as  will  favor  the  speedy  entry  and  settlement  of  the  said  lands. 

liesolved,  That  our  senators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  our  representatives  be  requested,  to  use 
their  endeavors  to  carry  into  effect  the  measures  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  memorial,  and  that  the  gov- 
ernor be  requested  to  furnish  our  delegation  in  Congress  with  copies  of  the  same. 

JOHN  G.\YLE,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
LEVIN  POWELL,  President  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  January  1,  1830. 

GABRIEL  MOORE. 

Secretary  of  State's  Office,  Tuscaloosa,  January  2,  1830. 
It  is  her(4iv  t-iTtified  that  the  foregoing  memorial  is  a  true  copv  of  the  original  roll  on  file  in  this  office. 

J. UlE^  I.  TRORXTO'S,  Secretary  of  State. 


21sT  Congress.]  -No.    783.  [1st  Session. 

ON   AN   APPLICATION    TO    BE   ALLOWED   TO    MAKE   A   NEW  LOCATION  OF  A  MILITARY 

BOUNTY  LAND  WARRANT. 

COMMUNICAT^)    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    18,   1830. 

Mr.  GuRi.EV,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  George 

Washington  Berrian,  reported: 

That  petitioner  states  that  on  the  23d  October,  1823,  he  purchased,  for  a  valuable  consideration,  the 
southwest  quarter  of  section  33,  in  township  7  north,  range  7  west,  of  Illinois  military  bounty  lands,  and 
received  a  regular  deed  for  the  same,  together  with  the  original  patent,  dated  the  13th  of  February,  1818; 
that  he  continued  to  pay  the  annual  tax  of  Illinois  on  said  land,  until  he  was  informed,  in  the  fall  of  1828, 
th.at  two  patents  had  been  issued  on  warrant  3574,  and  that  the  patent  that  petitioner  held  was  one  of 
them.  Petitioner  prays  to  be  authorized  to  locate  the  same  quantity  of  land  in  Illinois,  in  lieu  of  that 
he  now  claims.  Annexed  to  the  petition  arc  two  letters  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
by  which  it  appears  that  two  patents  were  issued  to  James  Whitlock,  on  the  2d  day  of  Februarj',  1818, 
for  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  3,  in  township  2  north,  range  4  west ;  and  the  second  on  the  1 3th  February, 
1818,  for  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  33,  township  7  north,  range  7  west.  The  last  patent  appears  to 
have  been  issued  in  error,  and  is  the  one  for  the  land  now  claimed  by  petitioner.  How  far  this  error  may 
affect  the  right  of  the  petitioner  to  the  land  is  not  a  question  for  your  committee  to  decide,  as  petitioner 
asks  for  no  relief  founded  upon  want  of  title  in  consequence  of  such  error.  He  asks  merely  that  he  may 
be  authorized  to  change  his  location.  Your  committee  can  discover  no  cause  for  granting  him  this  right; 
he  does  not  even  allege  that  the  land  called  for  in  the  patent  is  sterile  or  unproductive;  and  it  appears, 
from  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Laud  Offi'^e  of  the  15th  January,  1830,  that  there  are 
no  interfering  individual  claimants  to  the  land  in  question;  wherefore  they  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolution: 

Eesolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
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(iEXER.vi,  Land  Offici!,  January  15,   18o0. 

Sir;  I  return  the  iietition  of  (!.  \V.  Hciriaii,  and,  in  explanation,  liave  to  state  that  .lames  Whitinei< 
having  made  oath,  in  conlbrmity  to  tlie  existing-  leguhitions,  that  his  <lischarg(^  -was  illegally  withheld 
from  him  by  Samuel  Berrian,  of  New  York,  a  patent  was  issued  in  his  favor  on  the  '2il  of  Febniaiy,  1^18, 
for  southeast  (piarter  of  seetion  3,  township  2  north,  range  1  west,  in  the  lUinnis  Imunty  tract,  and  that 
AV'hitloek's  iiotitication  having  been  deposited  in  the  olliee  by  Mr.  Berrian,  another  patent  was  issued  for 
southwest  33,  T  north,  T  west,  in  favor  of  Whitloek,  on  the  18th  of  February,  1818.  The  error  in  thus 
granting  two  patents  to  the  same  individual,  and  for  different  tracts,  was  occasioned  by  the  omission  to 
mark  on  the  warrant  the  issuing  of  the  first  patent,  and  was  not  discovered  until  September,  1827,  when 
the  auditor  of  the  State  was  informed  of  the  circumstance,  and  notified  that  the  second  patent  was  a 
nullity,  Whitlock's  claim  to  bounty  land  having  been  satisfied  by  the  first  patent. 

I  cannot  conceive  upon  what  ground  Mr.  Berrian  can  found  his  claim  to  make  a  new  location  in  lieu 
of  the  tract  described  in  the  second  patent  to  Whitloek,  for  if  that  patent  is  decided  to  be  valid,  and 
conveying  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  the  land,  he  will,  as  the  assignee  of  Whitloek,  liold  the  tract, 
there  being  no  interfering  individual  claimants,  and  should  the  jiatent  be  void  in  consequence  of  its  being 
thus  erroneously  issued,  Mr.  Berrian  obtained  no  title  by  purchasing  it. 

Verv  resjiectfullv,  sir,  your  oliedient  servant, 

ftEOIMJE  fJRAIIAM. 

lion.  II.  II.  (ii'RLEv,  CIninnan  Commil/ec  on  Private  Land  Claims,  Iloune  of  lirprcsen/atiwa. 
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COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  SEXATE  JANUARY  18,  1S30. 

Treasury  Department,  January  14,  1830. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  final  report  on  private  laud  claims  in  East  Florida,  jirepared  by 
the  register  and  receiver  of  the  district  of  East  Florida,  under  the  act  of  May  23,  1828,  entitled  "An  act 
supplementary  to  the  several  acts  providing  for  the  settlement  and  confirmation  of  jirivate  land  claims  in 
Florida." 

I  have  the  Imnor  to  be,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  INGHAM,  Secretary  cf  the  Treasury. 

The  Hon.  President  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 


Land  Okkice,  St.  Avgu.'itine,  January,  1819. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  law  of  1828,  we  now  transmit  to  you  a  final  report  on  the  private  land  claims 
within  this  district. 

We  have  adhered  throughout  to  the  principles  of  decision  previously  adojited  and  reported  to  Congress 
at  its  last  session.  We  have  become  more  and  more  confirmed  in  the  opinion  that  the  positions  laid  down 
in  that  report  are  correct. 

Previous  to  the  j-ears  1190  and  1791,  few  if  any  lands  had  been  granted  in  tliis  district  by  the  Spanish 
government.  It  was  on  the  29th  of  October,  1790,  that  the  first  royal  order  was  issued  from  the  Court  of 
Madrid  to  the  governor  of  this  province,  authorizing  him  to  make  grants  of  lands  to  a  certain  description 
of  foreigners  and  under  certain  conditions.  This  royal  order  will  be  found  on  ])age  996  of  the  last  volume 
of  Land  Laws.     Although  this  order  was  intended  to  embrace  tlie  case  of  foreigners  alone,  yet,  as  it  was 

more  liberal  in  the  quantity  of  land  to  be  granted  than  the  royal  order  of  1756,  page of  same  volume, 

or  the  laws  of  the  Indies,  it  was  invariably  applied  by  the  governors  of  this  province  to  subjects  as  well  as  to 
strangers.  Something  was  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  governor,  and  it  was  his  duty  to  e.xercise  that 
discretion  soundly,  both  as  to  the  quantity  of  land  to  be  granted  and  the  tenure  by  which  it  should  be 
held.  This  was  done  by  Governor  Qiiesada,  immediately  upon  the  reception  of  the  royal  order  above 
alluded  to,  and  as  early  as  the  20th  of  November,  1790. 

Bj-  his  regulations,  page  997  of  the  same  volume,  it  will  be  seen  that  one  hundred  acres  of  land  were 
allotted  to  each  head  of  a  famih-,  and  fifty  acres  to  the  other  members.  Thus  it  appears  that,  no  matter  from 
what  source  may  have  emanated  the  limitation  above  mentioned,  it  is  cotemporancous  with  the  order  itself, 
and  equally  obligatory  until  it  should  be  repealed  by  competent  authority. 

So  much  for  the  quantity  of  land  to  which  each  applicant  was  entitled.  Upon  the  subject  of  the  ten 
j-ears'  possession,  necessary  to  complete  the  title,  our  predecessors  in  this  office  have  alleged  in  their  report 
that  this  was  a  regulation  of  Governor  V/hite.  Upon  a  reference  to  the  case  of  William  H.  G.  Saunders, 
(Report  2,  No.  Ill,)  it  will  be  seen  that  this  is  a  mistake.  In  that  case,  on  the  10th  September,  1791, 
after  having  granted  the  land  in  perpetuity,  the  governor  has  adopted  the  following  language:  "And 
finalh-,  although  this  donation  and  concession  is  made  in  perpetuity,  the  donee,  or  his  heirs,  cannot  alienate 
or  transfer  the  said  lands  to  any  other  owner  until  the  ten  j'ears'  possession  be  passed;  and  even  then,  the 
first  sale  must  be  executed  with  permission  of  the  government,  and  in  any  other  way  it  should  be  nulled," 
&c.  He  then  adds,  "Lender  the  said  conditions,  and  not  without  them,  I  code,  renounce,  and  transfer  the 
said  lands,"  &c. 

This  is  one  of  the  first  grants  made  under  the  royal  order  nf  1790,  dated  less  than  one  vear  after  the 
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reception  of  that  order,  and  proving,  as  we  think,  conclusively,  that  this  condition,  attached  to  every  grant 
under  that  authority,  is  as  old  as  the  autliority  itself. 

Upon  every  grant  of  lands  made  by  the  Spanish  governors  under  the  laws  of  the  Indies,  or  the  ordi- 
nances of  the  King-,  in  this  as  in  other  provinces,  sonic  similar  condition  was  imposed,  varying  only  in  its 
duration.  By  the  laws  of  the  Indies,  if  we  remember  correctly,  before  the  title  could  be  consummateii,  it 
was  necessary  that  the  grantee  should  prove  four  years'  continued  possession.  By  tjie  regulations  of 
O'Rilcy,  governor  and  captain-general  of  the  province  of  Louisiana,  no  lands  granted  could  be  sold  until 
after  three  years'  possession — and  by  those  of  Morales,  this,  together  with  additional  conditions,  was 
imposed  upon  the  grantees.  Perhaps  a  longer  term  of  possession  may  have  been  required  in  this  province 
under  the  order  of  1790,  because  that  order  applies  solely  to  foreigners;  and  if  the  subjects  of  the  King 
chose  to  obtain  their  lands  under  the  same  order,  because  of  a  larger  c[uantity  authorized  thereby  to  be 
granted,  it  was  but  fail-  tliat  tiic  prolonged  period  of  possession  should  attach  likewise  to  them.  It  has 
been  the  policy  of  eveiy  government  that  possessed  colonies  abroad  to  require  of  the  grantees  of  land  some 
evidence  that  the  application  therefor  was  made  not  for  the  purposes  of  speculation,  but  of  agriculture. 
The  British  made  no  grants  but  to  their  own  subjects,  and  invariably  attached  the  condition  of  two  years' 
continued  possession. 

Until  the  year  1790,  so  far  as  we  have  been  enabled  to  discover,  there  seems  to  have  been  no  power 
vested  in  the  Spanish  governors  of  provinces  to  make  grants  of  land  to  any  others  than  to  native  subjects. 
By  the  laws  antecedent  to  that  date,  as  we  have  just  observed,  three  and  four  j-ears  of  uninterrupted  pofs- 
session  was  required  on  the  part  of  the  grantees,  they  being  subjects  only.  Upon  the  reception  of  the 
order  of  1798,  Morales,  the  governor  of  Louisiana,  required  that  the  new  settlers  who  obtained  lands  under 
that  order,  somewhat  similar  to  that  of  1790,  "should  clear  and  put  in  cultivation,  in  three  years,  all  the 
front  of  tiieir  concessions,"  &c.,  on  the  penalty  of  having  the  lands  granted  remitted  to  the  domain;  with 
the  further  condition,  "Tliat  no  person  shall  sell  or  dispose  of  the  land  so  granted  within  the  said  term  of 
three  years."  Sec  articles  4th  and  61h  of  his  regulations,  page  982  Land  Laws.  The  regulations  of  Gayoso, 
of  the  year  1797,  are  nearly  similar,  tiuesada,  the  governor  of  the  province,  very  properly  imagined  tliat 
a  foreigner  should  give  a  stronger  evidence  of  an  intention  to  remain  upon  the  land  than  was  required  of 
a  subject.  For  tliis  reason,  under  the  order  of  1790,  he  required  ten  years  of  continued  and  uninterrupted 
possession  before  a  full  title  was  granted  to  the  claimant.  It  is  apparent,  then,  that  before  a  new  comer 
could  olitain  a  grant  or  concession  of  lands  in  this  province  he  was  obliged  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  King  in  the  first  place.  Then,  having  discovered  vacant  lands  which  suited  him,  he  presented  a 
memorial  to  the  governor,  in  which  he  declared  his  intention  to  become  a  subject,  and  made  known  his  wish 
to  obtain  lands,  specifying  the  place  at  which  they  were  situated.  The  governor  usually  decreed  the  grant, 
leaving  to  the  surveyor,  Don  Pedro  Marrot,  to  measure  off  to  the  applicant  the  number  of  acres  to  which 
he  was  entitled.  By  the  fourth  article  of  the  instructions  to  Marrot,  page  998,  he  was  required  to  admin- 
ister to  all  applicants  an  oath  as  to  the  number  of  their  family,  and  then  to  survey  to  them  the  quantity 
of  land  to  which  they  were  entitled  by  the  regulations  of  the  20th  November,  1790.  This  being  done,  and 
the  claimant  having  taken  possession  of  his  land  within  from  one  to  six  months,  as  required  by  the  grant, 
it  was  his  duty  to  remain  on  the  same  for  the  ten  years  prescribed  by  the  regulations;  and  if,  within  that 
period,  lie  abandoned  it,  or  sold  it  without  isermission  of  the  government,  it  reverted  to  the  royal  domain. 
After  ten  years'  possession,  it  was  competent  to  him  to  prove  before  the  governor  the  performance  of  all 
these  conditions,  and  to  obtain  a  full  and  indefeasible  title.  He  could  then  dispose  of  the  land  as  he 
pleased. 

The  royal  order  of  181.5  is  the  ne.xt  general  ordinance  for  the  disposition  of  lands.  Upon  this  we 
hiive  already  commented  in  our  former  report.  It  differs  from  the  ordinance  of  1790  in  this  :  first,  that 
the  grant  is  made  for  services,  and  was  intended  as  a  reward  or  compensation  for  something  already  per- 
formed ;  and,  secondlj',  it  required  no  continued  possession  of  ten  years  to  vest  in  the  grantee  a  perfect 
title.  But,  by  the  express  provisions  of  the  royal  order  of  1815,  the  quantity  of  land  to  be  granted  is  the 
same  as  prescribed  by  the  regulations  of  Qucsada,  to  wit :  "  According  to  the  number  of  the  grantee's 
family."  By  reference  to  the  case  of  Peter  Meranda,  on  report  3,  No.  17,  our  views  upon  the  first  decree 
of  the  governor  to  the  memorial  of  the  applicant,  and  on  the  relative  validity  of  concessions  found  in  the 
governor's  and  escribano's  offices  may  be  seen.  We  have  there  said  that  the  memorial  of  the  party,  and 
the  decree  of  the  governor  thereon,  found,  as  it  usually  was,  in  the  office  of  the  governor's  secretary, 
passed  no  title  to  lands  in  the  province.  For  example,  A  B  would  say  to  Governor  White  that  he  intended 
to  bring  in  the  province  100  negroes,  and  begged  of  his  excellency  to  concede  to  him  50,000  acres  of  land. 
The  decree  of  the  governor  in  almost  every  instance  was  the  same — "  Let  this  land  be  granted  to  the 
applicant  until,  according  to  the  number  of  his  family,  the  quantity  to  which  he  is  entitled  shall  be 
measured  to  him."  Tliis  document — the  memorial  and  decree  aforesaid — was  always  thrown  loosely  about 
the  office  of  the  governor's  sccretarj',  and  convej'cd  no  title  to  the  party.  It  was  a  bare  permission  to 
become  a  subject,  and  to  complete  the  further  conditions  precedent  to  the  grant. 

A  copy  of  this  was  usually  given  to  the  applicant,  whoso  duty  it  was  to  present  it  to  the  surveyor 
general,  who,  having  administered  the  oath  as  to  the  number  of  his  family,  measured  off"  the  quantity 
allow(?d  by  law.  To  the  case  of  Meranda  we  beg  leave  to  refer  for  a  fuller  expression  of  our  views 
upon  tliis  subject.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  we  have  invariably  required  full  proof  of  ten  years  of  uninter- 
rupted possession  and  cultivation  before  we  have  confirmed  a  grant  under  the  order  of  1790,  and  some 
evidence  of  the  previous  existence  of  an  original,  as  well  as  some  probability  upon  the  face  of  the  paper 
and  size  of  the  grant,  that  the  quantity  conceded  bore  some  proportion  to  the  number  of  the  applicant's 
family,  befVire  we  have  confirmed  or  recommended  a  grant  made  for  services  since  the  order  of  1815. 

The  British  titles  in  East  Florida  are  not  involved  in  much  confusion.  By  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  by 
the  subsequent  proclamation  of  the  King  of  Spain,  twenty-four  months  were  given  to  British  subjects  to 
dispose  of  tiieir  property.  By  the  royal  order  of  the  5th  April,  1786,  the  King  granted  permission  to  all 
those  British  subjects,  who  still  remained  in  the  province,  to  retain  their  lands  on  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  Spain. 

Governor  Quesada,  in  what  is  called  "The  Edict  of  Good  Government,"  article  4th,  on  the  2d  Sep- 
tember, 1790,  after  recapitulating  a  portion  of  the  order  of  1786,  adds,  "That  all  those  who  have  not 
conformed,  and  do  not  conform,  to  the  said  conditions  within  thirty  days,  positively'  should  forfeit  their 
lands."  In  addition  to  this,  it  was  customary,  and  perhaps  requisite,  that  the  British  grantees,  upon 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  should  present  to  the  governor  their  title,  together  with  their  survey,  and 
cause  them  both  to  be  recorded  in  tlie  escribano's  office.     When  this  was  done,  their  title  was  complete. 

These,  then  :    1st    The  grants  for  head  rights,  no  matter  under  what  law   they   were  made;  2d    The 
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grants  for  services  under  the  (iriler  of  181o  ;  ;iiiil  3il.  Tlie  Hritish  i;-i:ints  lei;-;ili/.ed  in  iinrsnaiiee  (jf  tlio 
royal  order  of  178(5  are  the  only  g'rants  within  the  provinec  of  East  Florida  the  anthoiily  to  luaki^  whicli 
can  be  traced  to  any  law,  ordinance,  or  decree  of  the  Si)anish  g'overnnient. 

In  addition  to  tlie  above,  there  arc  two  species  of  i;-rants  which  ])erliaps  may  be  valid,  not  from  any 
specilic  authority  in  the  gxivernors  to  make  them,  hut  from  the  g-eneral  jiower  witli  which  they  were  vested 
to  advance  the  interests  of  the  province.  A\'e  mean  the  mill  g-rants  and  the  grants  foi'  cow-pens.  Of 
the  tirst  we  have  already  expressed  our  opinion  at  large  in  the  reijort  of  the  last  session. 

Of  the  second — the  grants  for  cow-pens — it  is  probable  that,  al'ler  a  continueil  cultivation  of  ten 
years,  the  part}'  claiming-  may  liave  become  entitled  to  the  land.  In  nnmy  cases  of  this  kind  the  g-overnor 
has  given  him  a  royal  title.  This,  perhaps,  was  a  necessary  inducement  to  the  inhaliilaiits  to  increase 
their  stock  of  cattle,  and  thereby  add  to  the  wealth  of  the  province. 

Upon  proof  to  the  governor  that  a  mill  had  been  erected  wo  think  it  probablr  that  he  had  tlie  power, 
in  that  case,  without  any  positive  law,  to  give  a  good  title  to  the  s|iot  ;  not  to  l(),()Ol)  acres,  l)ul  to  tiie 
ground  upon  which  the  mill  stood,  endiracing'  a  quantity  sufiicieutly  larg'c  for  all  the  purposes  and  con- 
veniences of  the  mill  aforesaid,  with  an  additional  lu'ivilege  of  cutting-  pine  timber  either  in  the  woods 
or  within  the  four  miles  square,  or  Itl.OOO  acres,  as  may  be  specilied  in  the  giant  itself.  From  the  above 
remarks  it  appears  that  all  g'raiits  within  the  Territory  of  East  Florida  are  good  whicli  contain  the  above- 
prescribed  requisites. 

1st.  Under  the  order  of  I'iH),  when  the  claimant  jn-oves  ten  years  of  continued  and  uninterrupted 
possession. 

2d.  Under  the  order  of  1S15,  when  it  shall  appear  to  have  lieon  fairly  and  honestly  made  for  military 
services,  and  adhering-,  as  to  quantity,  to  the  pro|iortions  made  necessary  under  the  regulations  of 
Quesada. 

3d.  British  grants,  recognized  by  the  S|ianish  government,  according  to  the  royal  order  of  178G,  and 
the  regulations  of  Quesada  of  1790. 

4tli  and  5tli.  The  mill  grants  and  cow-pen  grants,- with  the  limitations  above  specified. 

^\'e  did  intend  to  say  something  upon  the  subject  of  the  Spanish  surveys,  from,  which  we  are  now 
precluded  by  the  want  of  time.  We  will  simply  remark,  upon  this  subject,  that  the  surveys  made  under 
the  superintendence  of  Marrot  arc  entitled  to  unlimited  respect,  and  should,  in  every  case,  be  regarded  as 
conclusive  of  the  boundaries.  With  regard  to  surveys  made  by  private  surveyors,  or  Mr.  George  J.  F. 
Clarke,  the  public  survej'or,  styling  himself  the  survej'or  general,  we  entertain  a  widely  diflerent  opinion. 
It  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  the  instructions  given  to  Mr.  Clarke,  page  1003  of  Land  Laws,  that  he  is 
specially  directed,  '•  when  called  on  by  any  person  to  measure  and  bound  lands  to  him,  to  require  his 
title  of  property  or  grant  from  government,  that,  on  sight  thereof,  he  may  proceed  to  its  measurement  and 
demarcation."  And  yet,  let  it  be  remembered  that  tliere  is  in  this  oiiice  a  numerous  class  of  claims, 
founded  alone  on  the  survey  of  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  measured  without  "a  title  of  property  or  grant  from 
government."  He  is  further  directed,  in  article  4th  of  his  instructions,  to  conform  himself  to  the  direc- 
tions given  to  Marrot  on  the  24th  October,  1791,  and  "to  endeavor  not,  in  the  front,  to  exceed  one-third 
part  of  all  lands  he  should  survey."  He  was  directed  to  keep  regular  books,  in  which  his  surveys  should 
be  recorded  ;  and  yet,  in  his  testimony,  page  1014,  he  has  declared  "that  he  kept  no  regular  books  of 
surveys  since  June  or  duly,  1817,  nor  at  any  previous  time."  He  has  further  said  that  he  possessed 
authority'  to  survey  lands  as  surve^yor  g-eneral,  and  no  special  order  was  necessary  fm-  him  ;  and  adds, 
"  when  the  land  was  not  specially  designated,  he  would  locate  wherever  the  claimant  pointed  out,  provided 
the  place  was  vacant  ;  and  in  cases  where  the  land  was  speciall}-  located  by  the  grant,  he  would,  never- 
theless, at  the  request  of  the  grantee,  locate  it  at  any  other  ]>lace." 

Throughout  the  whole  of  Mr.  Clarke's  testimony  he  has  expressly  declared  that  the  instructions  given 
to  him  b}'  the  governor  were  not  obeyed  by  him,  and  that  he  did  not  consider  them  obligatory  upon  him. 
That  Mr.  Clarke  was  honest  in  his  opinion  we  full}'  believe,  but  we  cannot  concur  with  him  ;  and  we  con- 
sider every  survey  so  made  directly  at  war  with  the  spirit  and  letter  of  his  instructions,  and,  as  such, 
entitled  to  no  respect  or  consideration  whatever.  When  Mr.  Clarke  was  directed  to  survey  by  the  grant, 
and  when  he  tells  us  that  he  surye3'ed,  without  reference  thereto,  at  a  place  fifty  or  a  hundred  miles  ofl" 
we  believe  Mr.  Clarke  has  exceeded  his  authority.  When  the  grant  contains  one  undivided  portion  of 
land,  and  Mr.  Clarke  has  surveyed  a  yiart  of  it  in  one  place  and  a  part  in  another,  wherever  a  stick  of  live- 
oak  or  a  foot  of  liammock  could  be  found,  the  survey  is  not  in  accordance  with  "  the  title  of  property  or 
the  grant  of  the  government,"  and  is  therefore  void. 

When  Mr.  Clarke  was  directed  to  survey  to  an  applicant  four  miles  square  of  land  in  a  body,  and 
located  a  part  of  it  in  Alachua,  a  part  on  the  St.  Mary's,  and  a  part  on  the  Indian  river,  more  than  one 
hundred  miles  asunder,  as  was  his  custom,  we  humbly  conceive  Mr.  Clarke  has  exceeded  his  authority. 
In  a  word,  wlien  to  an  officer  of  the  government  written  and  positive  instructions  are  given,  prescribing 
his  duties  and  regulating  the  manner  in  which  they  should  be  ])erformed,  and  when  that  officer,  before  a 
competent  tribunal,  has  declared  upon  oath  that  all  of  his  official  acts  were  ]ierfornied  without  reference 
to  those  instructions  and  in  direct  opposition  to  their  mandates,  we  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  that 
everj'  such  act  of  that  officer  is  null  and  void  and  unworthy  of  consideration.  We  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  Mr.  C.  was  bound  to  conform  himself  to  his  written  instructions  as  his  sole  guide  in  the 
surveys  which  ho  should  make;  that  he  was  bound  to  measure  to  the  claimant  the  lands  at  the  place 
designated  in  the  grant,  and  according  to  the  boundaries  (if  any)  therein  specified;  that  he  had  no 
authority  to  subdivide  an  integral  grant,  nor  to  change  the  location  when  once  it  was  made  ;  and  yet, 
from  the  papers  in  his  office,  and  from  the  express  declarations  of  Mr.  Clarke  himself,  it  appears  too 
plainl}'  that  it  was  his  constant  practice  to  do  all  these.  Wherever  we  have  discovered  a  survey 
made  at  a  place  diflerent  from  that  specified  in  the  grant,  we  have  considered  it  our  duty  to  look  to 
the  grant  and  not  to  the  survey  for  tlie  locality  of  the  land.  This  has  occurred  in  more  instances  than 
one,  and  we  now  remember  two  cases  of  500  acres  each,  granted  in  Twelve  Mile  Swamp,  and  afterwards 
surveyed  in  Dirbin's  Swamp,  more  than  fifty  miles  distant.  These  lands  were  granted  for  services,  and 
required  no  cultivation.  We  have  confirmed  them  according  to  the  grants  and  not  according  to  the 
surveys  ;  and  if  there  should  be  no  vacant  lands  at  the  place  specified  in  the  grant  the  claimant  must  lose 
them. 

We  have  thought  it  our  duty  to  make  these  few  remarks  on  tlie  subject  of  surveys,  which   will 
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ultiinatfly  lie  fcmiid  a  mu.st  important  brancli  of  the  adjudication  of  private  land  claims  in  East  Florida. 
With  these  reujarks  wc  beg-  leave  most  respectfully  to  submit  to  you,  and  through  you  to  Congress,  the 
final  result  of  o\ir  labors  in  this  department. 

Wc  are,  sir,  witli  much  respect,  your  obedient  servants, 

C.  DOWNING,   Eegisler. 
W.  II.  ALLEN,  Receiver. 
Hon.  RiciiAKD  Ri'su,  Sa-rdanj  of  llie  Trminirij. 


Land  Office,  Si.  Augustine,  January  20,  1829. 

Sir:  AVe  liave  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  our  final  reports  on  the  land  claims  in  East  Florida.  We 
rco-ret  tiiat  this  could  not  have  been  done  at  an  earlier  period,  but  as  the  renewal  of  our  commission  did 
not  reach  us  nntil  the  1st  of  July  last,  and  as  the  claimants  befjre  the  board  were  permitted  liy  the  law 
to  introduce  new  testimony  up  to  the  1st  of  December,  we  could  not  si}oner  perform  the  duties  imposed 
upon  us.  Every  claim  has  l)een  now  reported  on;  and,  when  the  arduous  duties  which  we  had  to  perform 
are  duly  considered,  we  llatler  ourselves  we  have  not  long'  exceeded  the  time  necessary  to  complete  them. 

No.  1,  containing  seventy-seven  cases,  is  a  report  of  claims  confirmed. 

No.  2,  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  cases,  is  a  report  on  claims  rejected. 

No.  3,  thirty-eight  cases,  is  a  report  of  claims  exceeding  3,500  acr(>s,  the  limit  of  i.mr  final  jurisdiction. 

Nos.  4,  5,  6,  and  1,  are  reports  on  claims  under  the  donation  act  of  1824: 

No.  4,  the  first  of  donation  claims,  containing  twelve  cases,  which  have  been  confirmed. 

No.  5,  and  second  of  donation  claims,  tinrty-seven  cases,  njected. 

No.  6,  and  third  of  donation  claims  filed  subsequently  to  the  1st  of  November,  1827,  containing  seven- 
teen cases,  also  rejected. 

No.  7  and  No.  4  of  donation  claims,  containing  four  cases,  recommended  to  Congress  fir  confirmation. 
No.  8,  containing  thirteen  cases,  is  a  report  on,  and  an  aVistract  of,  British  grants. 
No.  9  is  a  list  of  twenty-one  town  lots  confirmed  to  the  claimants. 

No.  10  is  a  list  of  forty-nine  town  lots  in  which  there  is  no  evidence  of  title,  and  which  are  rejected. 
No.  11  contains  a  list  of  twenty  claims,  situated  within  1,500  3'ards  of  the  fortifications  of  this  city, 

between  the  North  and  St.  Sebastian's  rivers,  and  held  by  the  same  tenure,  viz:  "That  the  party 

should  settle  on  and  possess  the  land  until  it  should  be  reclaimed  by  the  government  for  military 

purposes."     These  claims  we  have  no  power  to  confirm,  but,  for  the  reasons  attached  to  the  abstract, 

we  liave  recommended  them  for  confirmation. 
No.  12  contains  the  cases  of  the  Messrs.  Clarkes,  of  this  place,  and  those  who  claim  under  tliem.     The 

cases  are  thirty  in  number. 

We  have  thought  it  better  to  embrace  these  cases  in  a  separate  report  and  abstract,  because  they 
were  more  numerous  than  those  claimed  by  anj'  other  individual,  and  because  they  involved  more  difficulty 
in  their  investigation  and  decision.  Of  these  cases  No.  4,  including  5,  6,  and  7,  is  recommended  to 
Congress  for  confirmation.  No.  8,  including  9,  10,  and  11,  is  also  recommended.  No.  26,  including  24 
and  25,  is  recommended  for  confirmation.  Nos.  14,  15,  16,  17,  18,  and  19,  have  been  confirmed.  Nos.  12, 
27,  28,  and  29,  are  also  confirmed.  No.  3  is  a  part  of  a  grant  recommended  by  the  former  board  of 
commissioners. 

Nos.  1,  2,  21,  22,  23,  and  30,  arc  rejected. 

No.  13,  c<intaining  fifty-seven  cases,  is  an  abstract  of  claims  in  wliicli  no  title  of  property  has  been 
filed. 

No.  14,  two  cases,  is  a  report  and  abstract  on  conflicting  British  and  Spanish  grants. 

No.  15,  containing  sixteen  cases  of  claims  confirmed  and  recommended  for  confirmation  by  the  board 
of  laud  commissioners,  which  were  left  out  of  their  abstracts,  and  were  returned  to  this  board  by  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  for  our  report  thereon. 

No.  16  contains cases,  which  were  rejected  by  the  former  board  of  commissioners  and  never 

reported  to  Congress. 

We  thought  it  our  duty  to  supply  this  omission,  that  both  Congress  and  the  claimants  might  be 
apprised  of  the  fate  of  all  the  claims  filed  before  this  board. 

In  addition  to  this,  sir,  we  lierewith  transmit  to  you  an  alphabetical  list  of  all  the  cases  reported  on 
during  the  present  session.  AVe  believe  it  will  greatly  facilitate  an  examination  of  the  abstracts  and 
reports  herewith  sent,  and  enable  a  party  at  a  glance  of  the  eye  to  ascertain  the  fate  of  his  claim.  On 
tliis  list  the  first  ruled  column  is  the  number  of  the  report  on  which  the  claim  will  be  found,  and  the  second 
column  contains  the  number  of  the  claim  upon  that  report.  It  will  be  seen  that,  between  the  1st  of  July, 
1828,  and  January,  1829,  a  space  of  less  than  six  mouths,  we  have  decided  and  finally  reported  on  nearly 
six  hundred  claims.  To  do  this,  and  to  meet  the  views  of  Congress  in  bringing  to  a  close  tlie  sittings  of 
this  board,  we  have  found  it  indispensably  necessary  to  employ  an  additional  clerk,  the  one  allowed  us  by 
law  being  assiduously  engaged  in  the  translation  of  the  Spanish  documents  before  the  board. 

To  this  clerk  we  have  given  a  certified  account  of  services  rendered;  and  although  we  were  not  by 
law  authorized  to  employ  him,  yet,  when  it  is  considered  that  without  his  aid  the  duties  of  the  office  could 
not  have  been  performed,  nor  the  decision  of,  and  the  report  upon,  the  claims  completed,  we  hope  that  his 
account  may  be  allowed,  and  our  necessary  departure  from  the  law  in  this  single  instance  sanctioned  by 
the  proper  authority. 

In  deciding  upon  the  proper  sum  for  his  remuneration  we  have  had  no  guide  but  the  law  of  1825, 
allowing  additional  clerks  to  the  former  board  of  commissioners.  By  that  we  have  been  governed,  as  will 
be  seen  by  the  certified  account. 

With  these  remarks  we  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  accompanying  documents. 

Wc  arc,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

C.  DOWNING,  Register.    ■       " 
W.  II.  ALLEN,  Receiver. 

The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 
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Alphabetical  lid  of  ca.-:cs  reported  on  duriinj  the  session  of  1 828,  b;/  the  register  and  rereieer  at  St.  A  urjndinc. 


o 


3 

24 

28 

39 

116 

117 

S 

9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
18 

9 
31 
12 
&S 
14 
15 

7 
17 
20 
18 

8 
l(i 

7 


15  &  k; 

48 

60 

51 

73 

80 

73 

30 

33 

110 

109 

127 

4 

82 

83 

84 

85 

34 

35 

4 

S 

23 

25 

34 

11 

1 

12 

13 

18  &  19 

12  &  14 

15 

If) 

1 

2 

27 

28 

28 


26 
29 
33 
43 
47 
74 


Names. 


A. 

Andrew,  lUiliert 

Anderfcm,  George 

Arnaii,  E 

AiKierson.  Riibert,  heirs  ul'. 

Andrew,  Robert 

Andrew,  Thomas 

Atkinson,  Andrew 

Andrews,  Anth..  heirs  of-. 

Acosta,  Uomingo  .S _ 

Aviee,  Francis  J 

Agiielar,   Francisco 

Atkinson,   Geor:;e 

do 1_ 


o 

1^; 


Arredondo,    F.  M.  &  Sou 

do 

Arredondo,  .J.  M. 

Arredondo,  F.  JI 

do 

Ash  ton,  John 

Andrew,  John 

Avice,  Francis  J 

Alverez,  Geronimo 

Arredondo,  jr. .  F.  M 

Alexander,  J.,  lieirs  of 

Anderson,  George 

Arnau,   Clara 

Andrew.  John 

Arnau,  Stephen 

Alverez,  Antonio 

Acosta,  llarsaret |.'i4 

Atkinson,   George 


Cimcli,  .lolin  .. 
Brown  &  Clarke 
Baya,  Joseph.. 
Briggs,  Cyrus-. 
, do , 


500 
•)  ">0 
1(10 
1110 
lOU 
200 
100 
500 

8,000 

500 

30,  000 

15.<I00 

4,  000 

::s,ooo 

50, 000 

40,000 

2.'iO,()00 

1,500 

640 

(■.40 

640 


Bunch,    Elizabeth 

Buyck  &  Dupont,  (Small  Island). 

Bellamy,  John 

Barden,   William _ 

Broadway,   Delia 

Backhou.so,   Thomas _ 

Bethune,  Fanpihar 

Burgo  Peso,  Pedro  de 

Backhouse,   Thomas 

Buyck,  Angustin 

do 

do 


l,.-)00 
1 J  yards 
550 


1,160 
400 
130 
250 
100 
100 


do 

Burgevin,  Andrew 
do 


Bellamy,  Abraham  . 

Buruey,  James 

Bellamy,  John 

do 


Bowden,  Thomas 

Ballard,  &«ah 

Brown,  John  F 

Bethune,  Faniuliar 

Bethune  &  Silibald . 

Bulow,   heirs  of 

Bruce,   Joseph 

Bunnam,  Joseph 

Beasme,  George 

Beardon,  Ab.  and  wife. 

Brockington,  Daniel 

Besbord,  Earl  of 

Berresford,  Jolin 

Berresford,  William 


500 
50 
500 
500 
172 

20, 000 

500 

1,500 

1,500 

2,  000 

50,000 
500 
500 
640 
640 
640 
150 
640 
640 
(i40 


Clarke,  George  J.  F 

Christopher,  administrators  of. . 

Clarke,  George 

Cavedo,  John 

Chaire-,  Benjamin 

do 


150 

200 

20,000 

20. 000 

20,000 


100 
500 

.  (ino 
2(1(1 

3(J0 
300 


Name 


70 

22 

32 

45 

74 

76 

77 

19 

6 

8 

11 

1 

2 

14 

2  &  45 

2 

4 

7 

15  &  16 

4 

8 

9  &  10 

14 

20 

30 

16 

17 

18 

19 

21 

22 

23 

26 

27 

2S 

29 

•J 

4 

15 

2 

26 

34 

22 

1 

2 

3 

9 


4 
6 
52 
66 
50 
52 
55 
65 

66 

78 

79 

80 

113 

114 

115 

l-.U 

1 

2 

3 

7 

12 

33 

37 


i  10 

32 

11 

8  &  11 

!  iJ 

5 

13 

6 

I  13 

7 

13 

8 

i:-i 

9 

13 

10 

13 

12 

Curtis,  James 

Cone,  J(jseph 

Collins,  willow 

Creighton,  Joliu 

('.ashen.   .Susan . 

Cain,   William 

Copel.and.    (ieorge 

Copji,    Belton  A 

Carr.   John 

Charles,    Keiilicu.    

Crespo,  Emanuel 

Cooper,  Arlani 

Caldez.  M.  J _ 

Caldez,  J 

Casheu.  heirs  of 

Carnoehan  &  Mitchell,  a^^igllee^ 

Canipliell.    Ann.. 

Capella.  Lorenzo 

Cook,   Margaret 

Cl.arke,  George  J.  F 

Clarke,  Charles  M... 

Clinch  &  Mcintosh 

Clarke,  George  J.  F 

do 1 


.do. 


Clarke,  Charles  and  George. 

Clarke,   James 

Clinch,  Duncan 

Clarke,  Charles  and  George. 

Clarke,  Charles  W 

do 


do 

do 

Clarke,  Daniel 

Clarke,    James 

Clarke,  Thomas 

Christopher,  Spicer.. 

Carter,  John  M .. 

Crosby,  heirs  of 

Copp.  Belton  A 

Cooper,  Sir  William. 
C.as.sili.s,  the  Earl  of.. 

Carlisle,  Jesse 

Clarke,  George  J.  F. 
do " 


do 

Clarke  i:  Brown. 


Dean,  Patrick 

Dill,  Joseph 

Drummond,   William 

Dewees,  Mary _ 

Demillier,  heirs  of 

Dell,  James 

Droiellard,  Andrew ._ 

Dupont,  heirs  of;  4  claims,  1,850, 

500,  500,  &  1,400 

Dell  &  Mcintosh 

Darley ,  James 

do 


Dupon,  Paul . 

Dry,  William 

do lots  at  St   Augustine. 

do do 

lUipon,  Paul 

Darley,   James 

Dele.sphiue,  Joseph 

do 

Dixon,  John 

Durant,  Francis 

Daniel,  William 

Darling,  James 

Domingo,   Dina 

Davis,  Mary  Ann 

Dewees,   heirs  of 

Dexter,  J.  Horatio,  (Alachua) 

Dexter  &  Grace .. 

Dexter.  J.   Horatio 

Dorimas,  Thomas  P 

Urysdale  &  Rodman 

Darley,  James 


400 
115 

1,200 
305 
300 
200 
400 

1,500 
250 
350 
640 
640 
640 
640 


4.000 

4.000 

2.000 

350 

2.000 

1.000 

1.000 

3.000 

500 

2,000 

375 

300 

1,576 

2,300 

500 

500 

500 

500 

100 

2,000 

1.000 

20.(100 

20,  (100 

640 

2,000 

2,000 

4,500 

3,000 


995 
500 
400 
500 
170 
500 
3,000 


4 

250 

500 

500 

500 

3 

000 

1 

000 

3,  000 

2:j.ooo 

43.  000 
10.244 
350 
640 
640 
640 


1,809J 


3  miles  sq. 
2,000 

50O 
2,  262 

50Q 
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LIST— Continued. 


o 


13 
16 


1 

2 

3 

i 

11 

13 

16 

16 

16 


1 

1 
1 
1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

9 

10 

11 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

15 

15 

3 

5 

3 

3 


1 
1 
2 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
3 
3 
4 
6 
5 
6 
6 
6 
6 

a 

10 
10 
12 
12 
13 
13 
13 
15 
16 
16 
2 
2 


11 

12 


70 
120 
27 
5 
12 
13 
11 
24 
23 


7 

10 
H 
64 
35 
53 
67 
124 

6 
17 
2  &4 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 

1 
13 

7 
14 
37 
38 


49 

72 

7 

18 

20 

49 

68 

96 

129 

4 

20 

3 

19 

27 

4 

5 

6 

9 

21 

5 

41 

5 

12 

20 

21 

22 

12 

19 

25 

131 

132 


36 
2 
3 

11 

28 
53 


Names. 


Delespine,  Joseph. 
Dell,  Maxey 


£. 


Ervine,  James 

Eubanks,  Stephen. 

Eckford,  Henry 

Edge,  John 

Estopa,  Pedro 

EnbankK,  Stephen. 

, do 

Evans,  William 

Elanier,  Hardy 


F. 


Felany,  F 

Felany,  James 

Faulk's  heirs 

Fitch's  heirs 

Fallis,  A 

Faulk's  heirs 

Fish,  Clarissa 

Fontane,  Pablo.. 

Fallis,  A 

Fatio,  Phillis 

Fusha.  Francisca. 
Frink,  William.. 

Frost,  Isaac 

do 


Frazer,  John,  executor.. 

Fernandez,  Domingo 

Fallis,  E.,  (mill-seat) 

Fatio,  Francis  J.,  and  others.  . 
Farraer,  Francis,  (Key  Bacas). 

Fleminp's  heirs 

Ford,   Puch.ard 

Fitch,  Thomas,  heirs  of 

Fernandez,  Domingo . 


G. 


Goodwins's  heirs.. 

Gibson,  Edward  R 

Gonzalez,  John. 

Gibson,  Edward  R 

Gobert,  Charlotte 

Gould,  Elias  B 

Goodwin's  heirs,  (3  cases). 

Gaudry,  B.  John 

Gobert,  Charles 

Gomez,  E.  M 

Gay,  A 

Garcia's  heirs,  John 

Gilbert,  Robert 

Gardner,  William 

Gonzalez,  Andrew 

Gomez,  Antonio .. 

George,  Julian.. 

Godoya,  J.  M 

Gould,  Elias  B 

Gui,  Francis... 

Gill,  Viccute 

Gould,  E.  B 

Garvin,  William 

Gilbert,  Robert 

do 


Genning,  John 

Gaudry,  B.John 

Guibert,  Lewis 

Grosvenor,  the  Earl 

Garcia,  Sebastian.  I  (Lots  outside 
do j  of  the  gate.) 

H. 


Hurlbert,  Daniel 

Harrold,  Moses 

Huertas,  Antonio 

HoUingsworth,  William. 

Hurlbert,  Daniel 

Hagins'  heirs 


200 
700 


125 

255 

46,080 

640 


256 
450 
640 
640 


1,200 
285 
100 
400 
50 
250 
150 

3,000 


321 
1,500 
2,000 
3,000 

322 


750 


20,000 

640 

4,500 

16,000 


640 
250 
1,000 
125 
100 
500 


3,000 
2,000 
12,000 
500 
200 
232 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 


500 

3,000 

200 

300 

250 

1,500 

640 

12,000 


300 
395 
800 
150 
200 
200 


o 


fiO 

61 

62 

63 

6 

10 

21 

23 

29 

38 

42 

48 

54 

56 

62 

72 

98 

99 

22 

23 

24 

2 

5 

7 

36 

15 

16 

l&ll 

10 

42 

1 

23 

24 

25 

14 

32 

37 

10 

7 

9 

130 


31 
118 
1 
6 
8 
1 


75 

100 

33 

11  to  13 

3 


5 
34 
36 
37 
39 
59 
77 

6 
11 
31 
36 
61 
69 
35 

6 
19 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 


Names. 


Hall,  James. 
, do 


Hudnall's  heirs.. 

Hernandez,   Martin .. 

Houston,  John 

HaIl,W.  F 

Hulbert,  D 

Hutchinson,  R 

Hart,  D.  C 

Hudnall's  heirs . 

Hart,  William.. 

Hall,  Nathaniel,  heirs  of. 

Hartley,  F 

Hull,  William 

Hibberson  and  Yonge 

do 


-do. 


Hutchinson,  Robert. 

Hernandez,  J.  M 

, do 


do 

Hogins,  Eleanor 

Haddock,  William .. 

Hart,  William 

Haddock,  Z.,  heirs  of 

Hagins,  D 

Hail,  John 

Hernandez,  Jos.  M 

Hernandez,  Martin 

Hudson,  Ab 

Hernandez,  Jose .. 

HoUingsworth,   Wm 

Hay  den ,  Mary 

Hendricks,  Isaac . 

Hernandez,  Jos.  M 

Hastings,  Marquis  of 

Hughes,  Jane. 

Hovey,  Charles 

Hartley,  Frederick. 

Higginbotham,  Thomas.. 

Hernandez,  Joseph  M.,  (undefined.) 


Jones,  John 

do 

do 

Jones,  Thomas 

Isaac,  Robert 

Jones,  William  Thomas . 


Kehr,  John 

King,  Samuel.. 

King,  Ralph . 

Kinlock,  Fr.,  (2,350,  500,  &  500. 
Kehr,  J.  D 


Leonardy,  R .... 

Lang,  heirs  of 

Ledwith,  Michael 

Ledwith,  Garret 

Lopez,  Bartholomew  &  Co.. 

Lamb,  heirs  of 

Long,  George,  heirs  of 

Levy,  Moses ... 

Lesla,  Flora 

Lewis,  James,  jr 

Lynch,  Michael 

Ladd,  William 

Love,  John 

Long,  Joseph  and  Matthew. 
Lorenzo,  John,  widow  of... 

Lopez,  Bartholomew . 

Lane,  William... ..... 

do 


do 

do 

Long,  George 

Long,  George,  heirs  of. 


o 


450 
250 
100 

2,000 
700 

2,000 
125 
450 
150 
900 

1,400 
400 
400 
500 

2,000 

2,000 

45 

150 

10,000 

5,000 

6,000 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 


260 
250 
460 

3,200 
20,000 

2,000 
400 
400 
200 


100 
500 
640 
640 


2,000 


300 

300 

5,000 

500 


1,400 
200 
250 
100 
17 
200 
600 
500 
500 
50 
335 

1,626 
300 
640 


300 
300 
100 
400 
300 
350 
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LIST— ContiiauMl. 


o 


87 


35 

42 

44 

5o 

56 

57 

58 

65 

8 

9 

19 

40 

41 

57 

60 

14 

81 

to  94 

97 

101 

17 

21 

30 

3 

12 

9 

20 

1 

3 

6 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

15 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

2 

1 

16 

17 

4 


15 
15 

9 
13 

7 
13 
11 


13 
19 
6 
31 
32 


12 
20 
21 
41 
71 
44 
51 
63 
64 
102 
1 


Names. 


M. 


Miranda,  IVter.. 

Mestre,  John 

Mcintosh,  John. 
McGirt,  James. - 
do. 


.do. 


Mcdicis,  Francis 

Murat,  Achilles 

McDonnell,  V.  D 

Mitchell,  P 

Morrison,  George 

Martin,  H.  B 

Murphey ,  Thomas 

Mills,  Joseph 

McCormick,   V 

Mcintosh,  John  H 

Monroe,  James . 

McGirt'e 

Mitchell,  Peter 

Martenis,  A  ,  widow  of. 
Miranda,  Peter 


.rto. 


Mott,  Kmanuel  D 

Michaco,   Antonio 

Miller,  Kohert 

Mills,  Maria, 

Mitchell,  Kohert 

do 

Moliner,  A.. 

Mitchell,  Peter 

Moore,  Jacob 

JIariano,  John 

Moore,  John 

Moore,  Patrico .. 

McQueen,   Harry 

Mariano,  Clara 

McDowell  &  Black 

McClure,  John  M 

Marshall,   Manuel 

McQueen,  John,  heirs  of. 

Mills,  AVilliam,  heirs  of 

Meers,  John 

Munroe,  Willi.am 

Morrison,  George,  heirs  of,  unde- 
fined   

Mcintosh,  John  H 

McDowell  &  Black ' 

Mitchell,  Peter j 

Miller,  Kobert,  undefined j 

Miller,  Kobert,  and  wife,  Martin's 
island ..... ..... 


N. 

Nobles,  Hannah  . 
Nicholas,   Peter.. 

Noda,  Joseph 

do 

Napier,  Thomas  . 

do 

, do 


0. 


O'Neal's  heirs. 

O'Neal,  M 

O'Hara,  Daniel 
Ortega,  Anne.. 
, do 


Pritchard's  heirs.  . 

Pilot,  James 

Pritchard,  Eleanor 
PalUser,  Francis  . . 

Pafry,  Andrew 

Pike's  heirs 

Paz,  Francisco 

Pilot,  James 

do 

Pritchard's  heirs.. 
Pacety,  Andrew 


790 

50 

800 

300 

300 

80 

400 

1,200 

t'OO 

2,000 

150 

400 

3,000 

200 

2,000 

2,000 

2,000 


550 
70 
640 
2,000 
640 
640 
200 


450 
900 
250 
10,000 
5,000 
200 
300 


3,274 
1,000 
3,500 


1,000 
1,000 
1,000 


300 
243 

15,000 
100 
100 


250 
622 
270 

2,000 
126 
400 

1,500 
496 
356 
700 
640 


1,000  I 
640 


o 


20 
24 
7 
8 
10 
39 
40 
20 
39 


9 
18 
24 
36 
40 
12 
43 
37 
29 

2 

3 
10 
31 
33 
34 

6 
41 
42 
43 

6 
31 
49 
50 


23 

25 

30 

32 

45 

64 

67 

68 

69 

75 

1 

2 

16 

26 

71 

111 

128 

25 

26 

29 

30 

4 

9 

10 

2 

3 

10 

22 

28 

13 

17 

4 

1 

11 

10 

24 

25 

26 

27 

30 

44 

45 

46 

47 

4.S 

49 


Names 


Prevat,  Joseph  R  . 
Prevat,  Thomas  .. 

Pomfron,  P 

Pancier,  Antonio. 
Pacety,  Andrew. .. 
Plummer,  James.. 
Plummer,  Daniel 
Picket,  Seymour. 
Patterson,  James. . 


K. 


Richard,  J.  B 

Rose,  James 

Ricliard,   Francis.. 

Koderiguez,  S , 

Richard,  Francis 

Rowlins,  Susan 

Puayes,  Joseph  B 

Rushing,  John  G 

Rawlins,  Benjamin 

Rowse,  James 

Eawls,  Cotton 

Roderiguez,  D. , 

Rose,  James , 

Ribas,   Bob , 

Richo,  Joe.. 

Rogero,   Antonia 

Rivas,  Isaac,  heirs  of 

Richard,  James,  heirs  of  . 

Russell,  Samuel 

Koderiguez,  Xichohis 

Kolle,  Lord  John 

Rattenhurg,  Freeman  J . , 
do 


S. 

Sebate,  Pablo  Casicola 

Sasportas,  J 

Solana,   Philip 

Scipio,  a  negro 

Seguia,  John 

Sauchez,  Francis  P 

Sanchez,  Joseph  M 

Smith,  Hannah 

Smith,  Josiah 

do 

Suarez,  B 

Sabaste,  Palilo 

Suarez,  Antonio,  administrator  of. 

Starkey ,  Josiah 

Sauchez,  Francis  P 

Saunders,  William  H.  G 

'm: th,  Hannah 

Sauchez,  Francis  P 

do.. 


'If 
Segui,   Dina 


do 

Silcox,  William 

Solana,  Bartho 

Solana,  M.argareta 

Strong,  John  B 

Swenney,   Henry. 

Solana,   Manuel 

Stallings,  Ann 

Stephens,  N 

Stanly,  S . 

Silcox,  John 

Silcox,  Wade 

Segui,  Bernard 

Scott,  Maria  R 

Smith,  Josiah,  heirs  of. 

Segui,  Benjamin 

Sauchez,  Joseph 

Savelly,  Maria 

Sauchez,  Susan . 

Sanco,  Mingo 

Sauchez,  Jus.  S.. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


o 


640 
640 
640 
640 


265 
600 
640 
250 


230 
25 

650 

2,000 

1,025 

200 

1,700 

80 

640 

640 

640 


4,000 

200 

300 

300 

20,000 

2,600 

50, 000 


425 
30 
25 

107 

2,000 

200 

389; 

1,000 

400 

50 

2,500 

500 

455 

2,000 

1,200 

400 

1,400 

500 

5,333 

4,000 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 
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o 
a. 

a 

'3 

o 

o 

o 

o 

'A 

» 

11 

3 

12 

6 

12 

25 

13 

44 

13 

45 

13 

46 

15 

2 

15 

3 

15 

11 

16 

3 

16 

13 

16 

14 

16 

15 

16 

18 

16 

21 

1 

22 

1 

27 

2 

70 

9. 

9r. 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

10 

10 

11 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

15 

16 

16 

16 


2 

13 


59 

104 

105 

106 

107 

108 

112 

119 

126 

11 

16 

21 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

28 

29 

14 

47 

48 

49 

50 

51 

52 

10 

30 

35 

36 


58 
53 


Niunes. 


Solana,  P)iilip 

Simon  ton 

Stores 

Suydam,  James 

Sunrez,  Anthony 

Solana,   Philip 

Sanchez,  Fr.mcis  P- 

Segui,  Benardo 

Sanchez,  Francis  P- 

do 

do 


Sanchez,  Jos.  S 

Sanchez,  John 

Summerrall,  Joseph  . 
Scurry,  David 


T. 

Terran,  Francisco  I) 

Triay,  Antonio 

Tillet,   George 

Tate,  Sarah 

Turner,   David - 

Tool,  James 

Triay,   Francis 

Travers,  William 

Tucker,  Is.iac - 

Triay,  G.,  (Ivey  Bacas) 

Travers,  Wm.,  agent  of  Yellowly. 

Tucker,  Ezekiel 

Tucker,  H 

Toy,  John 

Tanner,  Nathaniel 

Tice,  Richard 

Travers,  agent,  Forbes.. 

do 

do 

do 


do 


Travers,  agent,  Panton  .  

do 

do .- 

do 

Travers,  Terry 

Travers,  Tony 

Triay,  Francis 

Thomas,  William 

Taylor,  George,  heirs  of,  (Casicola) 
Taylor,  Geo.,  heirs  of,  (San  Pablo)  - 

do 

Taylor,  George,  heirs  of,  saw-mill.j 

Tillet,  George,  undefined 

Travers,  William 

Templeton ,  Lord - . 

Tonyn,  George,  heirs  of 

do 


o 


1,500 
500 
500 
500 
100 
800 

7,000 
100 

1,000 
500 
400 
400 
150 
C40 


300 
1,500 
250 
450 
90 
945 


100 
200 


500 
150 
100 
640 
640 
C40 
500 
500 
500 
500 
500 
750 
500 
500 
500 
2,000 


200 


64 


U. 

Ulmer,  William.. 
Uptigrove,  Jolin  . 


450 

20,000 

20,000 

125 


200 
100 


10 
10 


Iz; 


Names. 


122 
123 

103 
13 
35 


17 

13 

25 

27 

34 

40 

17 

125 

28 

36 

13 

17 

18 

26 

32 

17 

54 

55 

56 

4 

5 

5 

0 

30 

37 

38&39 

24 

8 

33 

40 

43 

57 


47 
6 
10 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 


V. 

!■  Villalonga,  Miguel  . . 

Vass,  Gachalar 

Villalonga,  Margaret 
Valentine,  Lucia 


16 

250 


W. 


Whitmore's  heirs 

Wiggi  ns,  Isabel  la 

do. 

White,  Jos.  F.. 

Williams,  a  negro 

Webber,  George 

Williams,  A.,  heirs  of 

Worldly,  Jacob,  undefined. 

Ward,  Jasper 

Worldly,  Jacob 

Watson,  Jos 

Wilson,  Jesse 

Williamson,  Blake 

Williamson,  Wm 

Williamson,  David 

White,  Jos.  F 

Woodlar,  James 

Williamson,  John 

Walker,  Piobert 

William.s,   lieirs  of 

do 

Wiles,  A 

Woods,  James 

Wiggins,  Ann. 

Wiggins,  Isabella. 

Wiggins,  Nancy 

Weiglitman,  Kiehard 

Woods,  Theo.  T , 

Waterford,  Marquis  of 

Wright,  John 

Waterman's  heirs 

White,  Jos.  F 


150 
300 
300 
250 
300 
100 
150 


128,000 
miles  sq. 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 


200 

850 


2,020 
180 

184 


200 

370 

20, 000 


Yonge,  Thomas 

Yonge,  Philip  II 

Yelviugton,  Jacob  . 
Yates,  David,  heirs. 

do. 

do. 

do 

do 

do 

Yates 


200 


1,100 
25,000 
640 
100 
158 
100 
640 
500 
336 
625 


Yates,  a  town  lot,  No.  2 
do No.3 


EEPORT  No.  1. 

No.  1. — Jolin  Bunch,  claimant  for  1,168  acres  of  land. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Bunch,  2,160  acres  of  land  were  g-ranted  bj- Governor  White  in  1804,  at  Oak 
Forest,  in  Mosquito.  On  tlie  survey  of  Robert  McHardy,  it  was  found  that  there  were  at  that  place 
1,168  acres  only.  Bunch  cultivated  the  land  for  several  years,  and  in  the  j'ear  1819  Governor  Copping-er 
gave  to  him  a  royal  title  for  this  last  (juantity.  By  the  rule  adopted  by  this  board,  that,  on  a  previous 
concession,  a  royal  title  sig'ncd  by  the  Spanish  g-overnor,  tlioug'h  dated  subsequently  to  the  24th  February, 
1818,  should  be  considered  as  full  evidence  of  the  performance  of  all  conditions  made  necessary  by  the 
ordinance  of  the  King,  1790,  under  which  the  land  was  granted,  this  claim  is  confirmed.  Thomas  11.  Dum- 
mett  is  the  present  claimant  lij'  purchase  from  Bunch. 

No.  2. — ATof^cs  HarmliJ,  claimant  for  39.")  acres  of  land. 

Moses  llarruld  jietitiiined  the  govenmient  fur  lauds,  fur  liJad  rights,  and  there  were  granted  to  him 
on  tlie  21st  April,  1807,  395  acres  of  land,  on  the  river  Nassau;  which  land  was  surveyed  by  John  Purcell 
on  the  30tli  Nf]veiMlK'r  (if  the  same  year,  and  on  the  Sth  Mav,  1821,  Governiir  Coppinger  issued  a  royal 
title  in  favor  of  saiil  llurruld  for  tlie  said  laml.     It  is  tlierefore  Cdulirmed. 
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Xii.    ">. — AiUiinin  IFiicrIrr;,  i-Jiiiiiiniil  fur  S{)0  rirrr.^  nf  li/iii/. 

Antiiniu  Iluci'tcs  [ictitii_inril  (he  i;'iivcniniciil  I'n-  tin-  l^inds  iiii(1<t  the  royal  niilcr  nl'  1  7".K),  and  uii  the 
20tli  October,  1813,  Governor  Kindehui  issued  in  liim  a  rnyal  tillc  fur  StIO  aens  mi  the  west  side  of  tliu 
river  St.  Seliastian,  nearly  i'P|M)site  the  city  nl'  St.  Aii;.;iisline.    Tlic  tille  ai;-ains(  (he  I'nited  Statew  is  i;'oo(l. 

No.   4. — I'a/ricl'  iJcan,  i-luhiiiinl  fur  '.i'.i.?i  tirrcK  nf  hnid. 

Patrick  Dean  petitioned  the  tfovernnient  I'or  lands  under  the  royal  order  of  17'JO,  and  there  were 
granted  tu  liini,  bj-  decree  of  the  3 1st  Augnst,  ISOl,  '.f'.i."i  acres,  situated  in  the  territory  of  Moscjuito,  on  tiie 
west  side  of  tiie  river  Halifax,  opposite  I'elican  island;  and  on  the  Ith  .Tune,  isil),  (iovernor  (Joppinger 
issued  to  the  heirs  of  saiil  Dean  a  royal  title  foi-  said  lands.      This  claim  is  confn-ined  for  I'easons  in  No.    1. 

No.  .5. — lioqui'  Li'iiniadij.  cf/iirianf  for  1,400  r/ccc.-;  <if  lamf 

lioipu'  Leornady  petitioned  the  govcriniient  on  the  od  January,  I"Ol',  for  lamls  umler  tin'  mval  oriler 
of  171K1,  situated  on  llie  i'aMo  road,  ali.iut  l."i  miles  IVom  ."^t.  Augustine,  on  the  North  river,  and  Governor 
Quesacia  allows  him  to  settle  on  the  himl.  Andrew  llnrgevin  siirveyeil  saiil  laiul  on  the  28th  April,  1819, 
for  the  heirs  of  said  Leornady,  who  apply  to  Governor  Copping(U-  for  a  loyal  tille  for  the  same,  which  is 
Complied  with  on  the  2.")th  -May,  ls2i,  for  1.400  acres  in  the  same  place.  'J'his  claim  is  confirmed.  .\  con- 
cession in  1702  and  the  royal  tille  in  1S21,  though  the  last  is  not  of  itself  good,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  treaty-,  it  is  good  evidence  of  the  performance  of  the  conditions  inherent  in  the  grant. 

No.   G. — J(.i.<rji)t  Dill,  i-laimnnl  f<rr  .')00  acrr^  of  land. 

Joseph  Dill  petitioned  the  go\i'rmnent  for  lands  under  the  r..yal  order  of  1  70(1;  and  on  the  3d  January, 
1803,  500  acres  were  granted  to  hini  on  the  south  side  of  St.  John's  river,  at  a  place  called  .Mill  Greek,  40 
miles  from  the  city.  liobert  Glarke  Ma.xey  purchased  said  land  from  Dill,  and  on  the  ISth  of  .May,  1821, 
Governor  Coi)pinger  issued  to  the  heirs  of  said  .Ma.\ey  a  royal  title  for  said  land.  It  is  therefore  con- 
firmed. 

No.   7. — Femcijido  Fclaiv/.  vlaimcnd  fur  1,200  acrrx  of  Icnid. 

Fernando  Felany  petitioned  the  government  for  lands  under  the  royal  older  of  1700,  and  on  the  20th 
December,  1792,  there  were  granted  to  him  1,200  acres,  at  a  place  called  Tulily,  about  two  leagues  south 
of  St.  .\ugustine;  on  the  18th  Maj",  1819,  Governor  Coppinger  issued  in  his  favor  a  royal  title.  It  is 
therefore  confirmed. 

No.  8. — Uohrrt  Andrcv,  daunant  fur  500  avrdi  of  land. 

In  1793  l)(in  Pedro  .Marnit  surveyed  to  Kobeit  .\iidrew  500  acres  of  land,  at  a  place  called  San 
Koberts,  and  Governor  White  issued  to  him  a  royal  title  on  the  litli  .\piil,  ISOO.  The  title  is  good.  Ben- 
jamin Chaires  is  the  present  claimant. 

No.   9. — John  B.  Ilicliard,  ckiunard  for  230  acres  of  land. 

In  1803  John  B.  Richard  obtained  a  grant  or  ciuicession  for  the  land  claimed.  It  is  in  proof  fieforc 
the  board  that  Richard  lived  on  and  cultivated  the  lainl  until  ISIO,  at  which  time  he  died.  His  widow 
then  moved  (iff  iif  tlie  land,  but,  as  it  appears,  did  not  remain  awaj*  long  enough  to  forfeit  her  claim,  but 
returned  in  a  short  time  and  pi'rfected  it.     It  is  therefore  confirmed. 

No.  10. — James  Felanij,  claimant  for  285  acres  of  land 

James  Felany  petitioned  the  government  on  November  17,  1815,  for  the  lands  f  iriiieily  abandoned  by 
Boeson,  situated  (ju  the  river  Matanzas,  and  on  the  same  day,  month,  ami  year,  <rovcnioi-  Estrada  grants 
him  one  liundred  and  eighty-five  acres  of  land,  being  the  (piantity  he  is  entitled  to  for  his  head  ri.ghts, 
according  to  the  number  of  his  family.  Felany  also  presents  to  the  board  a  certificate  of  I'ierra,  in  which 
he  states  that  Governor  White  granted  to  I'edro  Cliuet  one  hundred  acres  of  laud  adjoining  the  above 
tract,  on  Septenibc'r  3,  1805,  which  was  purchased  by  Felany  by  deed  attached  to  the  certificate  of  con- 
cession. On  .Vpril  10,  1821,  Felany  applies  to  the  government  for  uennission  to  have  thi^  lands  above 
mentioned  surveyed,  which  is  granted  by  Governor  Uoppinger  ;  and  on  Octoljer  ti,  1821,  .Vndrew  Burgevin 
survej's  for  said  Felany  twodiunJrecI  and  ei,glitj'-five  acres  of  land  in  the  place  pointed  out. 

The  permission  and  order  of  tlie  governor  to  survey  the  lands  as  then  the  property  and  in  possession 
of  the  claimant,  we  have  considered  evidence  of  continued  [lossession  in  liim  up  to  1821,  about  which 
time  the  government  i.)assed  away  from  the  Spaniards.     It  is  therefore  confirmed. 

No.  11. —  William  Ilollineisworth,  claimant  for  150  acres  of  land. 

In  1792  Governor  Quesada  granted  to  Arilliain  Valentine  150  acres  of  land  on  the  river  .'-^t.  John's, 
and  directed  Marrot  to  survey  it.  The  survey  was  made  by  Marrot,  and  proof  has  been  adduced  that 
Valentine,  or  IIollin,gsworth,  to  wdiom  he  S(]ld  it,  and  who  is  the  present  claimant,  have  been  in  actual 
and  Continued  possession  of  the  land  up  to  this  time.     It  is  theref  ire  confirmed. 

No.  12. —  Tin:  In^irs  if  Roherl  Pritchard,  chutnants  fn-  250  acres  if  land. 

In  1791  Marrot,  who  had  been  ilirected  by  <,)ucsada,  the  .goveimor,  to  survey  lands  to  the  settlers  in 
the  country  who  might  want  them,  and  the  quantity  to  which  by  tlie  regulations  they  were  entitled,  certifies 
that  he  had  surveyed  this  land  to  Thomas  Bowden.  Two  witnesses  have  deposed  that  Bowden  was  for 
many  years  in  possession  of  the  land.     It  is  theref  ire  confirmed. 
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Xo.  13. —  The  heirs  of  William  O'Neal,  claimants  for  300  acres  of  land. 

Here  is  a  roj'al  title,  dated  June  15,  1810.  The  title  declares  that  the  grant  was  made  under  the 
royal  order  of  1790.     It  is  therefore  confirmed. 

No.  14. — Tlie  heirs  of  Harah  Foulks,  claimants  for  100  acres  of  land. 

Don  Pedro  Marrot,  commissioner  appointed  to  distribute  lands  according  to  the  orders  of  his  Majesty, 
had  surveyed  for  Margaret  Jones  three  caballeras  (100  acres  of  land)  situated  at  a  place  called   Sheron, 

on  the  east  side  of  St.  John's  river,  February  20,  1793.     The  land  was  purchased  of Jones   bj'  the 

ancestor  of  tiie  present  claimant,  and  witness  certifies  that  tiie  parties  have  been  possessed  of  the  tract 
claimed  for  many  years.     It  is  therefore  confirmed. 

Nos.  15  and  16. — G.  S.  Brown  and  S.  Clarke,  claimants  for  400  acres  of  land. 

Edward  Wanton  petitions  the  g-)vernment,  on  November  11,  1801,  for  the  following  tracts  of  land 
for  head  rights,  to  wit :  One  iiundred  acres  situated  between  Picolata  and  the  plantation  of  Manuel 
Solana,  on  tlie  river  St.  John's,  and  six  hundred  and  fifty  acres  on  Cedar  Hammock,  about  two  miles  and  a 
half  to  tlie  south  of  Solana's,  on  said  river  St.  Joim's,  in  front  of  Tocoi  creek  ;  and  on  November  23,  1801, 
Governor  Wliite  makes  the  following  decree:  "Let  there  be  granted  to  this  party  the  land  which  he 
solicits  witliout  injury  to  a  tliird  person,  and  until,  according  to  the  persons  he  may  have  for  its  cultiva- 
tion, there  shall  be  measured  to  him  the  corresponding  quantity  ;"  and  Governor  Coppinger,  on  April  26, 
1820,  issued  to  him  a  royal  title.  These  two  claims  are  therefore  confirmed.  Clarke  and  Brown  claim 
title  by  purchase  from  AVantnn. 

No.  17. —  The  Iteirs  of  Robert  Whitmore,  claimants  for  150  acres  of  land. 
This  tract  is  claimed  by  and  has  been  confirmed  to  William  Hollingsworth,  No.  11  of  this  abstract. 
No.  18. — James  Bose,  claimant  for  25  acres  of  land. 

The  title  produced  in  this  case  is  a  certificate  of  Thomas  D.  Aguilar,  that  Governor  White  granted 
to  James  Rose,  a  free  man,  (black,)  25  acres  of  land  in  Pibot's  Swamp.  The  negro  applied  for  one  hun- 
dred, but  the  governor  granted  no  more  than  twenty-five  ;  two  witnesses  have  been  brought  forward  to 
prove  cultivation  and  continued  possession  by  the  claimant.     It  is  therefore  confirmed. 

No.  19. — Margaretta  O'Neal,  claimant  for  243  acres  of  land. 

Don  Pedro  Marrot,  c<)mmissioner  for  the  distribution  of  lands  by  order  of  his  Majesty,  had  surveyed 
for  Margaretta  O'Neal  two  tracts  of  land,  as  follows:  One  tract  containing  nine  cavalleras  and  seven 
acres,  or  three  hundred  and  seven  acres,  on  Lansford  creek,  at  a  place  called  New  Hope,  April  16,  1792; 
the  other  tract,  containing  seven  cavalleras  and  ten  acres,  or  two  hundred  and  forty-three  acres,  on  Lans- 
ford creek,  at  a  place  called  O'Neal,  made  April  17,  1792;  and  on  the  13th  March,  1807,  Governor  White 
issued  a  royal  title  in  favor  of  M.  O'Neal  for  the  last-mentioned  tract  of  two  hundred  and  forty-three 
acres,  under  the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1790.     This  last  is  tlierefore  confirmed. 

No.  20. — James  Felot,  claimanl  for  ()20  acres  (f  land. 

It  appears  that  the  present  claimant  has  presented  to  this  board  three  claims  which  should  be  reduced 
to  the  last  number  of  620  acres,  which  was  evidently  given  as  a  substitution  of  the  others.  James  Pelot 
has  no  evidence  of  his  claim  but  the  certificate  of  Marrot,  dated  in  1793,  without  any  accompanying  evi- 
dence of  cultivation.  John  Francis  Pelot  has  a  certificate  of  Pierra  in  1803  that  the  land  on  Amelia 
island  was  granted  by  Governor  White.  It  appears  by  many  circumstances  that  the  claimants  are  one 
and  the  same  persons,  in  the  survey  called  James  and  in  the  grant  called  John  Francis.  In  support  of 
this  position  tiie  witness  Farquhar  Bethune,  who  proves  a  long-continued  cultivation  of  the  land  on 
Amelia  island,  calls  the  claimant  there  James  Pilot.  George  Clarke  surveyed  the  land.  Suffice  it  to  say 
that  if  the  land  on  Amelia  island  was  or  was  not  g'iven  in  lieu  of  that  on  St.  John's,  and  if  the  claimants, 
James  and  John  Francis  Pelot,  were  or  were  not  the  same  person,  no  more  can  be  confirmed  than  020 
acres.  James  Pelot  has  produced  no  evidence  to  his  claims  on  tlie  river,  and  they  must  be  rejected. 
John  Francis  has  prcived  that  the  land  on  Amelia  was  cultivated  for  many  years,  and  although  he  is  called 
James  by  the  affiant,  Betliune,  yet  there  can  be  no  mistake  in  the  land  itself.  It  lies  on  Amelia  island. 
640  were  granted  bj'  White;  620  surveyed  by  Clarke;  and  it  is  confirmed  to  Pelot  by  whatever  name  he 
be  called,  James  or  John  Francisco. 

No.  21. — Eleanor  Pritchard,  claimant  for  270  acre.<  of  land. 

In  1858  sundry  witnesses  being  produced  by  Eleanor  PritcharJ,  the  widow  of  Robert  Pritchard,  to 
prove  to  Governor  White  the  number  of  her  family,  black  and  white,  Don  John  Percell  was  ordered  to 
survey  to  the  claimant  "  two  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of  land,  which  correspond  to  the  interested,  her 
children  and  slaves,"  in  the  place  which  the  certificate  points  out  on  the  river  St.  John's.  Joseph  Somerall 
and  Joseph  Ilagen,  two  witnesses  introduced  by  the  claimant,  have  proved  the  continued  possession  and 
cultivation  of  the  place  claimed  by  the  then  widow,  now  the  wife  of  James  Hall,  up  to  the  date  of  their 
deposition,  June  15,  1824.     It  is  confirmed. 

No.  22. — Francisco  Diaz  Terran,  claimant  for  300  acres  of  land. 

Fr.  Diaz  Terran  petitioned  the;  government  on  the  9th  March,  1797,  for  300  acres  of  land,  situated  on 
the  south  point  of  Amelia  island,  under  the  royal  order  of  1790.  The  governor  passed  the  memorial  to 
the  commandant  of  engineers  for  his  reiiort,  who  reported  in  favor  of  allowing  Terran  to  settle  on  the 
lands  petitioned  for,  but  that  "should  the  government  be  obliged  t(j  order  the  inhabitants  to  retire  from 
Amelia  to  St.  John's  river,  then  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  memorialist  should  not  be  permitted  to  claim 
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(lnin;i,a'es,"  di  wliicli  ( i.ixcrnor  ^Vhit<>  niakos  the  followiiiu^  doiTer  (in  llio  1  I  ili  i.f  the  sanio  iiiDiitli  ami  year: 
"Let  there  bo  tfraiitcd  tn  the  |ietitiiincr  tlic  laml  wiiirli  lir  snlicits,  willimit  injury  lu  a  lliiiil  iicisun, 
accDrding-  to  tin-  iniinhci-  of  his  family  and  precise  eonditinns  nt'  CDiitoniiin:;'  tn  wlnit  is  set  I'nrtli  in  the 
forog-einji'  rejiort  relative  U>  his  nut  clainiinj;'  satisfaetien  fnr  injuries  in  case  that,  Inr  the  lietter  seiviee  uf 
the  King-,  they  be  erderod  to  l(>ave  the  lands  set  inrth,  and  that  the  inhaliitants  liiereur  retire  cm  the  river 
St.  John's."  The  depnsitioiis  of  two  witnesses,  taken  in  the  Stale  cf  (leornia,  are  tiled  in  this  claim  t^ 
show  oecn]iaiiey  of  this  land  by  the  g-rantee.  They  are  snflicient  In  pinve  the  fact  i.f  possession,  bnt  not 
the  leng'th  of  its  continuance.  This  may  have  Imcu  an  emission  el'  the  just  ice  befoi-e  whom  they  were 
taken.  It  is  too  late  now  to  remedy  thi'  ilclect,  and  we  have  doeiried  it  bettir  to  contirni  this  claim  than 
to  do  jn'obalile  injustice  by  rejecting-  it 

X-o.  23. — Pahhi  Siihi_iti\  c/iriiiiaiif  fur  ncrrs:  nf  html. 

"I  certify  that,  en  exaniinatinn  of  the  nftice  of  the  ]inlilic  archives,  I  liml  im  grants  of  the  above 
land  from  the  goveriuiient ;  bnt  as  early  as  Jnly  -Jo,  17(iO,  there  is  a  sale  on  reconl  from  .John  Eleg-io  de  la 
Pueiite  to  Jesse  Fisli,  and  on  Marcli  31,  17'.1-2,  the  said  land  was  sold  by  a  decision  of  the  judicial  tribnnal 
of  this  then  province  as  the  pro|ierty  of  Fish,  ami  purchased  by  John  Taton,  and  afterwariis  sold  to 
intermediate  purchasers  until  September  7.  ISOSI,  when  Susan  Madin,  widow  of  l^rian  (.'onner,  sold  the 
same  to  Pablo  Sabate,  the  present  claimant."  This  seems  to  bo  a  grant  in  which  case  the  original  is  lost. 
The  judicial  reciignition  of  its  validity  liy  the  .-Spanish  government,  as  apjiears  by  the  above  certificate  of 
F.  J.  Fatio  and  the  sanction  of  the  sale  to  Taton,  is  sniHcient  to  ground  a  decree  of  confirmation. 

X"o.  24. — Francis  Jiicliard,  claimanf  for  O.tO  nrrr:^  nf  land. 

Governor  (.iuesada  granted  this  land  to  one  Samuel  Finssell  in  nil.").  Knssidl  lived  on  tin'  land,  as  is 
proved  to  the  board,  more  than  ten  years,  and  sold  to  Kichard,  In  1S21,  liy  order  of  the  government,  it 
was  surveyed  to  the  claimant,  ti>  whom  it  is  now  confirmed. 

X'o.  2.i. — haav  Saf^pniias,  claimant  for  425  acrci<  of  land. 

This  is  the  same  tlaiin  which  was  rejected  by  the  board  in  the  session  of  IS27,  as  dated  after  January 
24,  1818,  and  is  so  reported  to  Congress  on  abstract  Xo.  2.  It  appears  now  tliat  the  royal  title  then 
produced  to  the  hoard,  dated  May  6,  1818,  was  granted  on  a  previous  concession,  issued  on  the  10th  June, 
1817.  On  the  production  of  this  new  evidence  of  title  the  commissioners  have  no  hesitation  in  deciding 
that  the  claim  is  a  good  one,  and  should  be  confirmed. 

X'o.  26. — George  Clark,  claimant  for  100  acrex  of  land. 

John  Cabedo  petitioned  the  government  on  the  23d  Feljruary,  1801,  for  permission  to  transfer  his  right 
to  George  Clark,  of  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  situated  on  Guana  creek,  to  which  Governor  White  made 
the  following-  deci-ee  on  the  2.5th  Februai-y,  1801:  "The  transfer  is  permitted  which  J.  Cabedo  makes  in 
favor  of  Geoi-g-e  Clark  of  the  100  acres  he  obtained  on  t4iiana  creek,  in  consecpience  of  which  there  shall  be 
given  to  Clark  the  corresponding  document  for  his  security,  returning  to  Miguel  Acosta  the  certificate 
accompanying  this  memorial,  with  the  note  attached  to  the  same.''  This  sale  fi-om  Cabedo  to  Clark,  when 
sanctioned  by  Governor  White,  is  giiod  proof  c>f  conditii.ins  perfoiined.     It  is  therefore  confirmed. 

Xi.i.  27. — Antonio  Friatj,  claimant  for  1,500  acres  of  land. 

Antonio  Friay  petitioned  the  government,  and  there  were  granted  to  him  on  the  23d  September,  1811, 
fifteen  hundred  acres  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  St.  John's,  opposite  the  month  of  the 
river  Okelewaja;  and  on  the  21st  February,  1821,  said  Friay  petitioned  the  governnnent  to  issue  tii  him  a 
royal  title  for  said  land,  which  was  done  by  Governor  Copping-er  on  the  &th  of  the  same  month  and  year. 
In  this  case  the  concession  is  dated  in  1811,  the  royal  title  in  1821.  The  concession  is  always  conditional, 
and  the  royal  title,  though  after  January  24,  1818,  is  good  proof  of  the  performance  of  those  conditions. 
It  is  confirmed. 

Xo.  28. — Daniel  Hiniliert,  claimant  for  200  acre.^  of  land. 

On  the  22d  August,  1814,  a  pulilic  sale  took  place  in  the  city  of  Augustine,  by  order  of  the  govern- 
ment, of  200  acres  of  land,  situated  five  miles  north  of  the  said  city,  the  property  of  Jose  Antonio  de 
Yguiniz,  which  land  was  pui-chased  by  I>.  Ilurlbert,  and  on  the  26th  of  the  same  month  and  year  acknowl- 
edged by  the  tribnnal  to  be  the  property  of  said  Ilurlbert.  This  is  somewhat  similar  to  the  claim  of  Pablo 
Sabate,  Xo.  23,  of  this  abstract,  a  sale  of  land  to  which  no  original  grant  is  found,  ordered  and  recognized 
by  the  judicial  tribunal  of  the  country.     It  is  confirmed. 

No.  29. —  William  G.  Christopher'. -i  admini.-<lrator,  claimant  for  500  acres  of  land. 

Don  Pedro  Marrot,  commissioner  for  the  distribution  of  lands  in  East  Florida,  had  surveyed  for  Spicei 
Christopher,  on  the  loth  February,  1702,  15  caballerias  or  500  acres  of  land,  situated  on  the  river  Xas.sau, 
at  a  place  called  Santa  Maria,  and  on  the  8th  April,  1809,  Governor  White  issued  to  said  Christopher  a 
royal  title  for  said  land.     It  is  confirmed. 

No.  30. — Philip  Solana,  claimant  for  30  acres  of  land. 

Thomas  Aguilar,  secretary  of  government,  certifies  that,  to  a  memorial  presented  by  Pedro  de  Cala, 
dated  March  3,  1807,  praying'for  61  acres  of  those  formerly  granted  to  Antonio  Martinez,  situated  at  a 
place  called  Muchie,  Govei-nor  White  made  thj  following  decree  on  the  10th  March  of  the  same  year:  "  Let 
there  be  granted  to  the  interested  30  acres  of  land  of  the  140  which  are  granted  to  Antonio  Martinez,  with 
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the  cdiiditidii  Uuit  liu  must  cultivate  the  land  witli(jut  iiitcrniissiijii,  and  should  he  nut  coniply,  he  will  be 
dciirived  of  the  same,  and  in  future  no  land  whatever  shall  be  granted  him.  Beiny;  obliged,  at  tlie  same 
time,  to  deliver  in  the  secretary's  office  the  certificate  which  was  delivered  to  him  i'rom  said  office  on  the 
4tli  April,  1804,  for  20  acres,  which  were  granted  him  on  a  small  island  to  the  south  of  the  Matanzas."  The 
grantee  afterwards  sold  to  P.  Solana,  the  present  claimant,  with  the  consent  of  the  government,  on  the 
aoth  June,  1S2L  This  sale,  in  1821,  with  the  consent  of  the  government,  we  consider  conclusive  to  show 
the  performance  of  all  precedent  conditions,  express  or  implied.     Confirmed. 

J\o.  31. — John  Jones,  claimant  for  100  acres  c/Iand. 

This  land  was  conceded  to  John  Jones  on  the  26th  August,  1803,  who  cultivated  and  possessed  it,  as 
Joseph  Ilagen  has  testified,  for  more  than  25  years.  It  is  situated  ou  the  west  side  of  Trout  creek,  and 
on  the  north  of  St.  John's  river.     It  is  confirmed. 

No.  32. — Scipio,  (a  free  negro,)  claimant  for  25  ac7-es  of  land. 

Scipio,  a  free  black,  petitioned  the  government  on  the  12th  September,  1809,  for  100  acres  of  land, 
situated  on  St.  John's  river,  at  a  place  called  Padanaram,  bounded  on  the  northwest  by  the  lands  of  Dr. 
Travcrs,  and  on  the  southeast  by  Six  Mile  creek,  to  which  (Jovcrnor  White  made  the  following  decree  on 
the  9th  October,  1809:  "Let  there  be  granted  to  the  petitioner  only  25  acres  of  land,  in  the  place  which 
he  solicits,  without  injury  to  a  third  person,  and  shall  cultivate  the  same  without  intcrmissicjn."  It  is  in 
evidence  before  the  board  that  Sciiiio  cultivated  the  land  for  the  requisite  number  of  years.  It  is  therefore 
conlirrned  to  him. 

No.  ZZ.— George  J.  F.  Clarke,  claimant  for  1,000  acres  of  land. 

This  claim  is  sujiported  by  a  concession  in  1811,  and  a  roj-al  title  in  the  month  of  August,  1818.  It 
■was  not  strictly  regular  that  a  roj'al  title  should  be  issued  until  ten  years  had  elapsed  after  the  date  of 
the  concession  and  occupancy  proved  by  the  claimant.  The  governor  in  this  case,  as  in  many  others,  has 
departed  from  the  strict  rules;  nevertheless,  the  claim  must  be  confirmed. 

No.  34. —  The  heirs  of  Isaac  Lang,  claimants  for  200  acres  of  land. 

Don  Pedro  Marrot,  commissioned  judge  by  his  excellency  the  commander-in-chief  of  this  province  of 
East  Florida  for  the  survey  of  lands  ordered  to  be  distributed  by  command  of  his  JIajesty,  certifies,  on  the 
4th  of  March,  1192,  he  had  surveyed,  by  Samuel  Eastlake,  surveyor  for  Isaac  Lang,  six  caballerias,  or  200 
acres  of  land,  situated  on  Little  St.  Mary's  river.  It  appears,  by  reference  to  Marrot's  list  of  persons  to 
whom  land  had  been  surveyed,  that  this  person  is  one  of  them;  and  he  has  produced  a  witness  who  proves 
cultivation  four  or  five  3'ears.  This,  perhaps,  is  as  mtich  as  should  be  rccjuired  after  so  long  a  lapse  of 
time.     The  claim  is  confirmed. 

No.  35. — Peter  Miranda,  claimant  for  f  90  acres  of  land. 

Pedro  Miranda  petitioned  the  government  for  lands  under  the  royal  order  of  1815,  and  on  the  Hth  of 
July,  1816,  Governor  Coppinger  issued  to  said  Miranda  a  royal  title  for  790  acres,  situated  on  the  river 
Matanzas,  to  the  south  of  St.  Augustine.     Charles  Kcjbio  filed  the  claim.     Confirmed. 

No.  36. — Santo  Rodriguez,  claimant  for  2,000  acres  of  land. 

Santo  Rodriguez  petitioned  the  government  on  the  22d  of  December,  1811,  for  2,000  acres  of  land, 
under  the  royal  order  of  1815,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  St.^John's  river,  on  Dunn's  lake,  to  which  Gov- 
ernor Coppinger  makes  the  following  decree  on  the  24th  of  January,  1818:  "Let  there  be  granted  to  the 
petitioner  the  2,000  acres  of  land,  in  the  place  which  he  solicits,  witliout  injury  to  a  third  person,  for  which 
there  shall  be  issued  to  him  the  title  in  fee  simple  from  notary's  office  of  government  and  royal  domain." 
George  Clarke  surveyed  the  above  tract  on  the  6th  of  April,  1818.     Confirmed. 

No.  36. — Michael  Lechnih,  claimant  for  250  acres  of  land. 

Concession  in  1804,  on  the  river  Nassau,  on  Lofton's  creek;  proof  by  two  witnesses  that  he  cultivated 
it  many  years,  and  that  it  has  never  been  out  of  the  possession  of  Ledwith,  the  grantee,  and  his  repre- 
sentatives.    Cyrus  Briggs  claims  for  himself  and  others,  the  lawful  heirs  of  Ledwith.     It  is  confirmed. 

No.  31. — Garret  Ledwith,  claimant  for  Felot's  island,  about  100  acres  cf  land. 

A  concession  by  Governor  White,  in  June,  1803,  for  Pelot's  island,  about  100  acres;  proof  of  possession, 
by  two  witnesses,  until  the  latter  part  of  1813.  Cyrus  Briggs  claims  for  himself  and  others,  the  lawful 
heirs  of  Ledwith.     It  is  confirmed. 

No.  38. — George  Anderson,  claimant  for  450  acres  of  land. 

This  land  is  situated  in  the  Territory  of  Mosquito,  "on  the  north  by  John  Addison,  on  the  south  by 
the  river  Tomoca."  Claimant  holds  by  a  deed  made  to  Mr.  Kerr  (from  whom  he  inherits)  by  Gabriel  W. 
Perpall,  the  grantee.  Perpall  obtained  a  royal  title  to  the  land  from  Kindelan,  under' the  order  of  1190,  in 
1815.     It  is  confirmed. 

No.  Z^.—Juan  Joaneda,  Barlholome  Lopez,  and  Bartholome  Levfrio,  claimants  for  11  acres  of  land. 

Juan  Joaneda,  Bartholome  Lopez,  and  Barthol,,me  Leufrio,  obtained  from  the  Briti.sh  government  11 
acres  of  land,  situated  between  Bridge  creek  and  the  river  St.  Sebastian,  in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine;  and 
in  tlie  cession  of  this  then  province  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  it  was  confirmed  to  them  by  Governor  Zespedez, 
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and  lastly  bv  (lovfnuu-  ^Vllitt',  who  not  only  ronllrninl  what  his  in-edocpssor  had  doni-,  Imt  <,'-avp  thcni 
permission  to  alienate  the  same.  01'  this  Gonld  claims  one  acre.  Tlje  whole  claim  is  g'ooil,  and  we 
coutiiin  it. 

No.  40. — Francis  Ridiaril,  claimuul  for  l,0i5  ftcrcs  uflaitd. 

This  is  a  <;-raiit  nuulo  on  the  lOth  of  .laniiary,  ISIS.  The  petitioner,  for  services,  which  he  tendered  a 
cortillcate  to  prove,  declares  "  lliat  he  had  pMrchased  twenty-nine  slaves,  and  re(iuests  for  said  services 
the  donatiim  to  which  he  was  entitled,  87.)  acres,  on  the  west  side  of  Lake  Ceor^-e,  in  a.  hammock  known 
as  'Big  Sprin.ii:,'  and  l;'iO  acres  at  the  same  place,"  f<ir  an  eqnal  nunilier  of  acres  which  he  posse.sses  at 
Matanzas,  and  of  wliicli  he  makes  an  alisolute  abandonment,  bcinn;  in  all  1,02;")  acres.  The  decree  is,  that 
lie  'nay  have  the  land.  This  is  a  g-uod  claim;  ^-rants  fir  services  should  always  hr  made  in  proportion  to 
the  icurlvr.^,  and  reipiire  no  evidt-nce  lA'  cultivati'Ui.     It  has  been  surveyed.     (Jonlirined. 

No.  41. — Francis  Pellicer,  claimant  fur  2,000  acres  i  if  land. 

Francis  Pellicer  petitions  the  •;-ovcrnmcnt  for  2,000  acres  of  land,  under  the  royal  order  uf  March  29, 
1815;  and  by  a  decree  of  the  24tli  January,  ISIS,  (iovernor  Ooppin.u'er  j^-rants  him*  2,000  acres  at  a  place 
called  Tomoca,  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  lands  of  Jos.  M.  Arredondo,  on  the  cast  by  vacant  pine  land, 
on  the  south  by  the  lands  of  the  heirs  of  John  liussell.  and  on  the  west  by  the  jiublic  road.  On  the  22d 
July,  ISIS,  Governor  Copping-er  issued  to  liim  a  royal  title  for  the  same,'and  on  the  14th  March,  1818, 
Koliert  McHardy  surveys  said  land  fu-  hini  in  the  iilace  pointed  out.  I'ellieer  sold  to  Bulow.  As  this  is 
a  bona  tide  grant,  although  on  the  last  day,  24th  January,  1818,  wo  advise  its  conlirmatiun. 

No.  42. — John  Mistre,  claimant  fur  50  acres  of  land. 

In  ISlC  one  hundred  acres  of  land  were  granted  to  clainnant  under  the  order  of  1790,  and  in  1821  a 
royal  title  was  made  to  hii]i  of  a  small  island,  oa  which  Quesada's  battery  was  built.     Coniirmed. 

No.  43. — Pedro  Fe.<o  de  Burgo,  grantee:  John  A.  Cavedo,  (jiresenf)  claimant  for '2,000  acres  of  land. 

In  February,  1803,  Governor  White  conceded  this  land  nt  Mos(iuito  wharf,  "running  thence  south  for 
head  rights;"  two  witnesses  have  deposed  that  they  saw  tlie  grantee  living  on  the  tract  in  1811,  with 
houses  and  a  crop.     We  are  willing  to  presume  a  further  residence,  and  conlirm  the  claim. 

No.  44.—/.  H.  JJcIntosh,  claimant  for  800  acres  of  land. 

Mulberry  Grove,  on  the  St.  John's  river,  a  royal  title  made  in  1805,  by  Governor  White  to  Timothy 
Ilolliugsworth,  and  a  conveyance  by  grantee  to  claimant,  dated  2d  May  of  the  same  year.  It  is  con- 
firmed. 

No.  45. — Juan  Segui,  claimant  for  107  acres  of  land. 

This  land  is  situated  on  thi>  North  river,  at  a  place  called  San  Ignacio,  and  is  founch/d  on  a  royal  title 
made  by  tiovcrnor  White,  on  the  5th  September,  1S(17,  in  favor  of  Lazaro  Ortega,  who  sold  the  same  to 
present  claimant  by  deed  bearing  date  2yth  April,  1809.     It  is  confirmed. 

No.  4G. — Daniel  Hurll/erf,  claimant  for  300  acres  of  land. 

This  land  is  situated  to  the  south  of  St.  Augustine,  at  a  place  called  Levett.  and  was  sold  by  order 
of  the  government  on  the  lltli  September,  1820,  to  Francis  P.  Sanchez,  who  sold  the  same  ti)  present 
claimant  on  the  12th  April,  1823.  This  claim  is  similar  in  every  respect  to  No  28  of  this  abstract,  and  is 
therefore  confirmed. 

No.  47. — Fenjaniin  Chaireg,  claimant  for  300  acres  of  land. 

A  royal  title  made  by  Governor  Kindelan  to  William  Law-rcncc,  in  1815,  "  to  300  acres  of  land  on  Amelia 
island,''  based  on  a  concession,  in  1805,  under  the  royal  order  of  1790.  Chaires  is  the  purchaser.  Con- 
firmed. 

No.  48. — Joseph  Baya,  claimant  for  130  acres  ef  land. 

These  lands  were  sold  by  the  government,  on  the  6th  November,  1792,  as  the  property  of  Jesse  Fish, 
deceased,  and  purchased  by  Antonio  Berta,  who  conveyed  the  same  to  Francisco  Rovera  on  the  29th  of 
December,  1798,  who  sold  the  same  to  Jose  de  Zubezarreta  on  the  30th  December,  1799,  whose  widow, 
(Jermaua  de  Saria,  sold  the  same  to  the  present  claimant  on  the  21st  June,  1823.     It  is  confirmed. 

No.  49. — Francis  Goodwin's  heirs,  claimants  for  G40  acres  of  land. 

This  quantity  of  land  is  confirmed  to  the  claimants.     For  report,  sec  No.  68,  abstract  B. 

No.  50. — Cyrus  Briggs,  claimant  for  250  aovs  of  land. 

Concession  in  1804,  on  the  river  Nassau,  on  Lofton's  creek;  proof  by  two  witnesses  that  he  culti- 
vated it  many  years,  and  that  it  has  never  been  out  of  the  possession  of  Ledwith,  the  grantee,  and  his 
representatives.  Cyrus  Briggs  claims  for  himself  and  others,  the  lawful  heirs  of  Ledwith.  It  is 
confirmed.* 

No.  51. —  Cyrus  Briggs,  claimant  for  100  acres  of  land. 

A  concession  by  Governor  White  in  June,  1803,  for  Pearson's  island,  about  100  acres;  proof  of 
possession,  by  two  witnesses,  until  the  latter  part  of  1813      Confirmed. 

No.  52. —  William  Jh-ummond,  claimant  for  400  acres  cf  land. 

This  land  lies  on  the  river  St.  Mary's,  at  a  place  called  Casa  Blanca.  It  was  surveyed  to  Richard 
Lang  by  Pedro  Marrot  in  1792,  and  resurveyed  by  George  Clarke  in  October,  1818.  _  In  Februarj-,  1816, 
the  claimant,  Lang,  applied  to  the  governor  to  have  a  copy  of  his  original  concession  given  him  from 
the  oflice.  The  governor  directs  it  to  be  done,  and  we  consider  this,  together  with  the  survey  of  Clarke, 
sufficient  evidence  of  continued  possession.     It  is  confirmed. 

'These  are  the  same  claims  coniirmed  in  the  name  of  the  Ledwitbs,  Michael  and  Garret.    Nos.  36  and  37  of  this  report. 
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No.  53. — Heirs  of  Jos.  Hacjins,  claimant  for  200  acreft  <f  land. 

This  land  was  survfycd  to  Jesse  Frost  by  Pedro  Marrot  in  1793.  It  lies  on  Julington  creek,  St. 
John's  river.  It  appears  to  the  board,  by  two  depositions  in  the  case,  that  Jos.  Hagins  derived  the  land 
from  Frost  by  inheritance,  and  that  the  parties  have  lived  on  it  ever  since.     Confirmed. 

Xo.  54. —  The  Iwirs  of  Thos.  Filch,  claiinanU  fur  400  acrca  of  land. 

This  land  lies  on  Diefj;-o  plains,  at  a  jilace  called  Levett's  plantation.  In  1818  this  land  was  in 
contest  before  the  judicial  tribunal  here,  between  Montes  de  Oca  and  Francis  X.  Sanchez.  The  governor 
adjudg-ed  it  to  be  the  property  of  Monies  de  Oca,  and  decreed  that  the  full  title  should  be  made  him. 
Monte's  de  Oca  sold  to  George  Fleming,  and  Fleming  to  Thomas  Fitch,  to  whose  heirs  we  confirm  it. 

No.  55. — James  3IcG'irl,  claimant. 

No.  55.  300  acres  of  land  on  St.  Mary's  river. 

No.  56.   300  acres  of  land  on  Nassau  river. 

No.  57.     80  acres  of  land,  a  small  island  on  St.  Mary's  river. 

These  three  cases  are  reported  at  length  in  Nos.  88,  89,  and  90,  on  report  marked  B. 

No.  58. — Francis  de  Bledicis,  claimant  for  400  acres  of  land  on  the  icest  side  of  the  North  river. 

In  1792  this  land  was  first  grante<l.  In  1798  Juan  Salon,  the  original  grantee,  requested  a  renewal 
of  his  certificate,  the  first  being  lost.  The  certificate  was  <irdered  to  be  renewed  accordingly.  In  1820 
M.  Palon,  son  of  John,  sold  the  land  to  the  present  claimant  before  the  notary  of  this  city,  Juan  de 
Entralgo.  There  is  no  positive  evidence  of  cultivation  in  tiie  case.  But  the  sale  in  1820,  attested  before 
the  notary  public,  or  escrivano,  we  consider  sufficient.  He  was  a  judicial  as  well  as  executive  officer,  and 
we  believe  he  was  bound  by  the  nature  of  his  office  to  record  no  deed  unless  the  title  was  good.  We 
have  therefore  confirmed  this  claim. 

No.  59. — Heirs  of  Thomas  Lamb,  claimants  for  200  acres  of  land  on  Amelia  island. 

The  concession  is  dated  on  the  25th  of  October,  1798.  C.  W.  Clark  deposed  that  he  knows  the  land 
called  Lamb's  Old  Field,  and  that  it  was  a  matter  of  imlilic  notoriety  that  Lamb  lived  on  said  land  for  a 
number  of  years.  John  Uptegrove  was,  in  1802,  upon  \\ic  land,  and  Lamb  was  living  there  with  a  large 
famil3'.     It  is  cordirjned. 

No.  60. — James  Hall,  claimant  for  450  acres  of  land. 

No.  61. — James  Hall,  claimant  for  250  acres  of  land. 

These  two  claims  are  confirmed  to  William  Craig.  See  abstract  of  the  register  and  receiver  of 
1827,  Nos.  1  and  2. 

No.  62. — F.  Hudnall's  heirs,  claimants  for  100  ao-es  of  land. 

The  claim  of  the  United  States  to  this  land  was  relinquished  by  the  board  of  commissioners  to  David 
Miller.     The  parties  in  this  case,  as  in  the  preceding,  are  loi't  to  their  action  at  law. 

No.  63. — Martin  Hernandez,  claimant  for  2,000  acivs  of  land. 

This  land  was  granted  for  military  services  by  Governor  Copjiinger  on  the  16th  of  September,  1817- 
500  acres  lie  in  Cyprus  swanqi,  1,000  at  the  head  of  the  Northwest  creek,  emptying  into  the  river 
Matanzas,  and  500  on  the  river  Ilalila.x.     It  is  confirmed. 

No.  64. — Francis  P.  Sanchez,  claimant  for  2,000  acres  of  land. 

This  land  was  granted  to  Francisco  Medicis,  for  military  services,  in  December,  1815,  and  sold  by 
him  to  the  present  claimant  in  1823.  There  is  an  order  of  survey  made  in  1815,  which  seems  never  to 
have  been  executed.     It  lies  on  the  river  Ocklewaha,  and  is  confirmed. 

No.  65 — Achilles  Murat,  claimant  for  1,200  acres  of  land. 

One  thousand  acres  of  this  tract  was  granted  by  royal  title  in  March,  1816,  to  F.  M.  Arredondo,  jr. 
It  lies  on  the  Matanzas  river,  about  nine  miles  soutii  of  St.  Augustine.  It  was  sold  by  Arredondo,  jr.,  to 
Moses  E.  Levy,  and  by  him  sold  to  tlie  present  claimant.  The  other  two  hundred  acres  adj(jin  the  lirst 
tract,  and  is  derived  from  Ilonoria  Clarke,  whose  title  has  b(.'en  fully  reported  on  abstract  C,  No.  14. 
This  is  a  part  of  tlie  land  assigned  to  Margaretta  Clarke  in  the  distribution  of  the  estate  of  her  mother, 
Uonoria,  made  in  l!S09,  and  fully  appruved  by  the  governuicnt  in  1810.     Tlie  claim  to  Murat  is  Cunfiruied. 

No.  66. — Mary  De.wees,  claimant  for  500  acres  of  land. 

This  is  the  same  land  confirmed  to  Joseph  Dill,  No.  6,  under  whom  Dewees  claims. 

No.  67. — Joseph  M.  Sanchez,  claimant  for  200  acres  of  land. 

This  land  lies  on  the  river  Halifax,  at  Mosquito,  at  a  place  called  Sorruguey.  It  was  conceded  by 
Governor  White  to  Getrudes  Carrillo  in  .March,  1804.  During  the  year  1821  Francis  de  Medicis,  as 
attorney  for  Mrs.  Carrillo,  apjilied  to  Governor  Coppinger  for  a  royal  title;  upon  full  proof  before  the 
governor  that  she  had  conqilied  with  the  conditions  (jf  the  grant,  he  directed  the  title  to  be  made.  Sanchez 
claims  under  the  grant  to  Carrillo,  to  whom,  Carrillo,  the  title  of  the  United  States  is  relinquished. 

No.  08. — Hannah  Smith,  claimant  for  389|  acres  of  land. 
This  land  is  situated  at  a  place  called  St.  Lucia,  on  the  North  river.     It  is  claimed  under  a  royal 
title  made  the  10th  of  July,  1804,  to  John  Andreas,  from  whose  representatives  the  present  claimant  has 
purchased  it.     Confirmed. 

No.  69. — Josiah  Smith,  claimant  for  1,300  acres  of  land. 
^Ah^^^  10th  of  May,  1815,  the  land  claimed,  described  to  be  "pine  land,"  situated  on  a  "tongue" 
ol  land  between  St.  Mary's  and  Bell's  rivers,  was  granted  by  Governor  Kindelan  to  Smith  for  services. 
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Tlicic  is  lilc'I,  aiiMliLi'st  tlic  |iaii(Ms  in  lliis  ilaiiii,  u  survey  \\itliiiiit  si^-iiatui  r  uv  crililicatc.  This  c'oll- 
(.■(■ssidii,  like  thai  tn  TaUhi  KnutaiK',  liL-|Mirt  -,  No.  \-2i.  \vc  shiaiM  coiisuh-r  irisiilliricut  tu  jiistiry  u.s  in 
culiliiiniiif;'  tlii.'  chiiin,  ami  for  tlie  reasons  tlicrc  ^^ivcn;  hut  in  the  year  IS-JI)  (JoNcrni.r  Coiipiiig-cr  cxccutoil 
a  roval  tuh-  in  favor  of  the  chtiinant,  anil   it  is  ronfunic(l. 

No.  70  —James  Eirin,  fhuindid   I'tir  \i'>  wrrs  uf  lain!. 

Governor  White  coneeded  this  land  on  tin-  '-'d  of  Deei'nibcr,  180;i.      It  is   sitnatecl  on    river  Little  St. 

Mary's,  at   tlie   erossing-  ]dace.      Tlie   ivideiiee  is    the  di'|i(isitioii    of   (ho.  ,1.   !■'.  Clarke   that    Ervin,   the 

claimant,  was  in  actual  cultivation  in  the  years  ISO'J  "lU  and  '11,  and  has  so  continued,  with  small  inter- 
missions, to  the  ])resent  time.     It  is  coiilirmed. 

No.  71. — .I/i'/rcs  I'ajiij,  flaimant  fur  l-2tj  (urea  of  land. 

On  the  loth  of  May,  17'.I3,  1'.  Marrot  surveyed  this  lan<l  to  .^jsefa  Esidnosa,  and  on  the  2.jth  of 
January,  ISll,  (lovenior  White  gave  to  her  a  idyal  title.  It  was  Sold  liy  Espinosa  to  l'hili|i  Solana.  and 
by  him  on  the  ',Uh  of  Feliruary,  ISIS),  which  sale  was  duly  recorded  liy  the  escrihaiio  to  Anne  I'ous,  under 
whim  I'apy  claims.  It  is  conliinied  It  is  situated  at  a  place  called  Fiprt  San  Diego,  North  St. 
Augustine. 

No.  72. — Edvnrd  It.  G'ih.-<oii,  cJaimaid  fur  2."iO  arre.<  af  land. 

These  lands  were  conceded  by  (Governor  Coppiiiger  to  Josejih  Delespin i  July  30,  181 G,  by  virfu(>  of 

the  royal  order  of  1790.  II.  De.xter  has  proved  cidtivation  and  p:issession  in  the  present  claimant,  wdio 
derives  his  title  from  Joseph  Delespine,  the  .grantee.  The  lands  lie  near  Moultrie  cieek,  and  aie  said  to 
be  bounded  by  those  granted  by  Daniel  Livinney.     Contained. 

No.  73. —  Eliiaheth  Jhmch,  claimant  far  100  aere.i  nf  land. 

In  180G  Governor  AVhite  granted  to  Samuel  Bunch,  the  deceased  husband  of  the  claimant,  by  conces- 
sion, one  hundred  acres  of  land,  situated  on  the  river  Halifa.x,  in  front  of  the  first  key  alter  passing  the 
key  called  Pellican.  One  witness  has  proved  long-  and  continued  possession  of  the  parties,  and  the  claim 
is  confirmed. 

No.  74. — Benjamin  Chairea,  claimant  fur  300  acrt'8  of  land. 

A  royal  title  made  on  Juh'  4,  ISlo,  by  Joseph  Estrada,  g'overiior  prrj  tempore,  to  Don  Bartolorne  de 
Castra  y  Ferrer,  for  300  acres  on  Amelia  island,  at  a  place  called  Beiche  Hammock.  The  land  was  first 
conceded  in  1802,  under  the  order  of  1790.     Benjamin  Chaires  is  the  [iresent  claimant.     It  is  confirmed. 

No.  75. — Jo.iiah  Smith,  claimant  /or  400  acre.-<  of  land. 

In  1804  a  concession  was  made  to  Archibald  Atkinson  in  the  usual  manner,  from  wdiom  Smith  claims 
by  purchase,  situated  at  Spell's  Old  Field,  on  the  north  branch  of  the  river  Nassau.  John  ['ptegrove  has 
deposed  that,  in  that  j-ear,  he,  the  deponent,  was  employed  by  Atkinson  to  settle  the  place.  He  t(jok 
with  him  five  or  six  hands  and  put  up  a  log  building  suitable  lor  a  residence;  he  says,  moreover,  that  the 
lands  have  ever  since  been  claimed  by  Atkinson  and  Sniitli.  Jose  Maria  Ugarte  deposes  that,  in  1814, 
Atkinson  having  been  killed  in  the  service  of  Spain,  his  property  was  directed  to  be  sidd  by  government 
f(.ir  the  benefit  of  his  representatives,  and  at  that  sale,  so  sanctioned,  the  land  here  claimed  v.-as  purchased 
by  Smith.     This  is  siiflicient  to  justify  us  in  confirming  it. 

No.  76. — James  Curtis,  claimant  for  400  acre.<  of  land. 

The  evidence  in  this  claim  is  somewhat  defective,  but  nevertheless  it  appears  to  us  to  be  good.  The 
original  British  title,  on  which  the  claim  is  founded,  has  not  been  filed  in  the  office;  but  there  is  a  certifi- 
cate of  the  assistant  survej'or  general,  Benjamin  Lord,  dated  on  the  20th  May,  1784,  to  a  plat  (jf  the  land, 
which  plat  he  certifies  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  register  plat  in  the  surveyor  general's  land  office  in  East 
Florida.  The  plat  and  the  register  aforesaid  bears  date  September  10,  17G0.  In  addition  to  this,  there  is 
a  deed  of  bargain  and  sale  from  Thomas  Brown  to  James  Curtis,  the  present  claimant,  made  on  August 
1,  1784.  Properly  there  should  have  been  produced  to  the  board  the  original  grant  made  to  Stewart,  a 
Copy  of  its  register  and  survey,  (wdiich  last  alone  is  done,)  and  some  evidence  to  prove  that  the  sale  to 
Curtis  was  recognized  by  the  Spanish  government;  but  from  the  length  of  time  which  has  elapsed  since 
the  date  of  the  transaction,  from  the  aiitiijuity  of  the  deed,  and  from  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  written 
and  record  evidence  of  British  titles— those  titles  having-  been  removed  by  the  British  government  iu 
1783 — we  cannot  expect  such  rigid  proof  as  would  (otherwise  be  required.  Curtis  is  described  in  the 
deed  from  Brown  as  a  Spaiiish  subject,  a  lieutenant  in  the  Hibernian  regiment,  then  in  East  Florida;  and 
as,  by  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  in  1783,  the  British  subjects  holding'  lands  in  Florida  were  permitted 
to  sell  them  within  eighteen  months,  wdiich  in  the  present  case  was  done,  we  confirm  the  claim. 

The  land  is  situated  on  North  river,  and  on  the  west  side,  about  eight  miles  from  St.  Augustine,  on 
the  Bluft'  Point,  at  a  place  called  Arreuges. 

No.  77. —  The  heirs  of  George  Long,  claimants  for  COO  acres  of  land. 

It  appears,  by  reference  to  a  list  of  "  inhabitants  with  their  lands  on  the  river  JIatanzas  and  its 
settlement,''  made  bj-  the  directions  of  Governor  \Vhite  in  IbOl,  that  George  Long,  the  father  of  the 
present  claimants,  at  that  time  owned  six  hundred  acres  of  laud.  In  the  memorials  of  Dupont,  of  Clarke, 
and  of  others,  these  lauds  of  Long  are  frequentlj'  pjointed  out  as  boundaries.  These  claimants  had  deter- 
mined to  abandon  the  claim  of  their  father  and  apply  for  a  donation;  that  application  has  been  reported 
on  in  Report  5,  No.  35.  It  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  the  evidence  in  that  case,  that  George  Long 
cultivated  the  laud  from  1801  to  1813,  and  that  his  representatives  repossessed  themselves  of  it,  as  soon 
as  it  was  safe  to  do  so,  in  1821.     It  is  therefore  a  good  claim,  and  we  confirm  it. 

C.  DOWNING. 

W.  H.  ALLEN. 
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REPORT  No.    II. 

EEJECTED  CASES. 

No.  I. — Barlhohimcw  Suarez,  claimant  for  50  acres  of  land,  Moses  creek. 

Tho  title  lor  thi.s  l;ui<l  is  dated  Aug'u.st  4,  1818. 

No.  2. — I'ahio  Sahate,  claimant  for  2,500  acres  of  land,  iced  of  Casacola. 

Granted  by  royal  title,  April  2,  ISIS. 

No.  3. — TJstccan  Arnau,  claimant  for  100  acirs  of  land.  Mosquito. 

Royal  title,  dated  June  19,  1818. 

No.  4. —  Viomas  Backhouse,  claimant  for  500  acres  of  land,  Indian  river. 

Grant  by  royal  title,  June  20,  1818. 

No.  5  — J/o.sv',s  E.  Lerij,  claimant  for  500  acrc^  of  land,  Indian  river. 

Granted  by  royal  title,  to  Joaquin  Sanchez,  June  15,  1818. 

No.  6. — John  ILniMon,  claimant  for  700  acres  of  land,  St.  John's  and  Nassau. 

Granted  by  conces.sioii,  .May  20,  1818. 

No.  "i. — John   Gonzales,  claimant  for  1,000  acres  of  land,  St.  Diego 

By  royal  title,  June  10,  181S. 

No.  8.— i-^  D.  McDou-ell,  claimant  for  800  acres  of  land. 

The  claimant  produces  here,  as  his  only  evidence  of  title,  a  certificate  of  Eutralgo,  of  Maj'  24,  1819, 
stating  that  the  claimant  had  no  lands  precedent  to  that  date. 

No.  9. —  Octavius  Mitchell,  claimant  for  '2,000  acres  of  land,  Mosquito. 

Claims  by  concession,  under  date  June  2,  1818. 

No.  10. —  William  T.  Hall,  claimant  for  2,000  acres  of  land.  Mosquito. 

Claims  liy  concession,  October  20,  1819. 

No.  11. — Flora  Le.'ilie,  claimant  for  500  acres  of  land,  Springers  branch. 

This  claim  is  predicated  on  a  certificate  of  Thomas  de  Aguilar,  of  April  12,  1810,  the  original  of 
which  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives  ;  and,  as  claimant  has  never  proved  posses- 
sion of  the  same,  it  is  rejected. 

No.  12. — Susanna  Ilollins,  claimant  for  200  aci'es  of  land,  Nassau. 

This  concession  is  dated  1799.  In  1801  there  was  a  general  survey  on  Nassau,  and  this  person  is 
not  named.     With  no  proof  of  cultivation,  the  claim  must  be  rejected. 

No.  13. — Isabella  Wiggins,  claimant  for  300  acres  of  land.  Lake  George. 

This  is  a  claim  under  the  certificate  of  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  of  March  23,  1821,  with  no  other  document. 

No.  14. — J.  H.  Mcintosh,  claimant  for  undefined,  river  3Iiami. 

The  original  grantee,  John  McQueen,  petitions  the  government  for  2,000  acres  of  land  on  the  Miami, 
on  October  29,  1795  ;  and  on  November  5,  1795,  Governor  Quesada  gives  permission  to  said  grantee  to 
establish  himself ^n  said  lands  ;  but  as  to  the  number  of  acres,  "there  should  be  assigned  to  him  the 
quantity  he  was  entitled  to  as  soon  as  the  general  survey  took  place  :"  tliere  is  no  proof  before  the  board 
of  the  survey,  or  the  possession  or  cultivation  of  said  land  ;    it  is  therefore  rejected. 

No.  15. — Hannah  Nobles,  claimant  for  1,000  acres  of  land.  Lake  St.  Mark's. 

This  is  a  certificate  of  John  de  Pierra  of  July  3,  1799,  for  1,000  acres  of  land,  granted  Robert  Cowen, 
the  original  grantee,  by  Governor  White,  on  the  second  of  the  same  month  and  year  ;  but  as  neither  the 
original  grantee  nor  the  present  claimant  have  proved  possession,  the  claim  is  rejected. 

No.  Iti. —  Thomas  Suarez,  administrator  of  Anthony  Suarez,  cL.imant  for  500  acres  of  land.  Mills'  swamp. 

The  only  document  presented  in  this  claim  is  a  certificate  of  survey,  of  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated 
March  1,  1817.     No  other  proof;  rejected. 
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No.  17. — Abner  WiHicims'^  Jicirf,  claiman/.'^  fur  li'tO  ai-re,<  <i/'  la)i(l,  i-iriT  St.  Johii'x. 

AgTfoalily  til  the  certiliciite  of  John  do  I'icrra,  (hitod  June  -JO,  ISOl,  Anustuoio  Mcunbroiiiaty  petitions 
Governor  AVhite  for  tiie  almve  ([uantity  'A'  land,  whieh  is  granted  him.  Tliere  is  no  proof  of  possession 
by  eitlier  of  the  parties;  it  is  tiierefore  rejected. 

No.   18. — Edirard  7?.  Gili.--<in,  daimant  fur  125  onv.s'  af  land,  Mmdlri'  crt'ck. 

Founded  on  one  of  Tlionias  de  Aguiikir's  certifieates,  daled  July  1,  ISlo,  witli  no  proof  of  cultivatinn 
or  possession.     Rejected. 

No.  lO.^Gi'i ))•;/<'  JforrifO)!,  rlaimant  for  150  acres  of  laxd,  Si.  J/an/'.s  rircr. 

This  is  a  certiticati^  of  John  de  Pierra,  dated  2d  May,  1S05.  There  is  no  evidence  belore  tiie  board 
of  the  performance  of  the  conditions  contained  in  said  grant;  it  is  rejected. 

No.  20, — Charlollr  Guhrrt,  rlaimant.   for  100  acri's  of  land,  St.  Jfarl-'s  pond. 

This  claim  is  founded  on  a  concession  made  to  Charles,  a  free  negro,  in  1800,  witli  cniiditions  "that 
lie  settle  in  the  term  of  one  month."     There  is  no  ti'stimony  wliatevcr  adduced;  tiierefore  it  is  rejected. 

No.  21. — Banifl  Hurllicrt,  rlaintant   for  125  acr«  of  land,  Fecel'.i  f:wamp. 

Conceded  to  claimant  on  the  3d  September,  1805,  under  the  royal  ordinance  of  1790,  with  the  addi- 
tional condition  "  that  he  take  possession  of  the  land  in  one  month  from  the  date  of  the  decree.''  There  is 
no  evidence  of  the  performance  vf  the  conditiiuis  eitlier  expressed  or  implied. 

No.  22. — Ju!<qjh  Cone,  claimant  for  115  acres  of  land,  St.  Mary's  river. 

Conceded  on  the  20th  May,  1805,  with  conditions  similar  to  those  of  No.  21.  There  is  no  evidence, 
and  the  claim  is  rejected. 

No.  23. — Robert  Hutch) n.-'on,  claimant  for  450  acres  of  land,  Ldtle  St.  jilarfs  river. 

Conceded  on  the  Stli  May,  181G,  under  the  royal  order,  1790.  Claimant  proves  nothing,  and  it  is 
therefore  rejected. 

No.  24. —  77ic  heirs  of  Robert  Andrew,  claimants  for  100  acres  of  land. 

On  the  3d  of  October,  1793,  R.  Andrew  petitions  the  governor,  Qucsada,  for  permission  to  exchange 
the  lands  which  were  surveyed  to  him  on  the  plains  of  St.  Diego  for  an  equal  quantity  on  the  Savannah 
of  Urlieche,  which  request  was  granted  on  the  18th  of  the  same  month  and  year;  but  as  there  is  uo  prijof 
before  the  board  of  his  ever  having  taken  possession  of  the  same,  it  is  rejected. 

No.  25. — Isabella  Wi<jgins,  claimant  fn-  300  acres  of  land,  cast  of  Late  George. 

No  evidence  of  cultivation;  it  is  therefore  rejected. 

No  20. — Josiah  Starley's  trustee,  claimant  for  455  acres  of  land,  St.  llary's  river. 

In  the  memorial  of  the  claimant  to  the  board,  he  speaks  of  a  concession  from  Governor  Coppinger, 
which  is  not  produced.  There  is  nothing  in  the  papers  but  a  survey  by  George  Clarke,  and  a  mortgage 
from  Charles  Sibbald.     There  is  no  evidence  of  cultivation  or  possession,  and  the  claim  is  rejected. 

Note. — We  believe  this  is  the  same  land  confirmed  to  Charles  Sibbald  in  a  former  session  of  the 
board.     If  so,  the  party  will  sustain  no  injury  by  failing  to  file  his  title  in  this  case. 

No.  27. — Joseph  F.  White,  claimant   for  250  acres  of  land. 

Concession  made  by  Governor  White  on  the  28th  July,  1803,  to  Alexander  AVatson,  on  condition 
"that  he  takes  possession  of  the  land  within  six  months."  In  June,  1804,  the  governor  is  satisfied,  by 
evidence,  that  the  land  was  possessed  within  the  sis  months  specitied,  and  directs  a  survey.  Watson 
sells  to  White  in  1820.  There  is  no  evidence  before  the  board  of  the  ten  years'  cultivation  by  the  party, 
made  necessary  by  the  ordinance  of  1790,  under  which  the  land  was  granted.     It  is  rejected. 

No.  28. — Robert  Andrew,  claimant  for  100  acres  of  land. 

Conceded  on  the  18th  November,  1799.  He  has  produced  no  evidence  whatever  to  justify  the  board 
in  confirming  his  claim. 

No.  29. — Daniel  C.  Hart,  claimant   for  150  acres  (f  land. 

Concession  dated  8th  January,  1818,  certified  by  Aguilar,  and  no  original  in  the  office.  Without 
any  evidence  of  cultivation,  it  must  bo  rejected. 

No.  30  — William  Barden,  claimant  for  50  acres  of  laiid. 

Conceded  on  the  6th  May,  1805.  It  is  proved  by  James  Barden  that  in  August,  the  same  year,  the 
party  was  in  possession  of  the  land,  and  making  a  crop  upon  it.  The  board  consider  that,  when  under 
the  order  of  1790,  ten  years'  possession  was  necessary  to  complete  a  title,  they  cannot  be  justified  in  con- 
firming a  claim,  one  year's  possession  of  which  alone  is  proved. 
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No.  3L — James  Lewis,  jr.,  claimant   for  50  acres  of  land. 

Couceded  22d  December,  1806,  on  the  condition  "that  he  take  possession  of  the  same  in  one  month." 
He  has  proved  nothing,  and  the  claim  is  rejected. 

No.  32. —  The  widow  of  Thomas  Collier,  claimant  for  1,200  acres  of  land. 

Concession  dated  8tli  May,  1804.     The  condition  the  same  as  in  the  preceding  claims,  without  proof. 

No.  33. — Delia  Broadoway,  claimant  for  500  acres  of  land. 

Thomas  Aguilar's  certificate,  the  16th  September,  1815.  The  original  of  which,  if  there  was  ever  any, 
is  not  in  the  office.     No  proof  of  cultivation.     The  claim  is  rejected. 

No.  34. — Antonio  Williams,  (free  nerjro,)  claimant  for  300  acres  of  land. 

Concession  dated  the  1st  December,  1801.     "Without  any  proof  whatever. 

No.  35. — Albany  Fallis,  claimant  for  50  acres  of  land. 

Juan  de  Pierra,  secretary  of  government,  by  Thomas  de  Aguilar,  certifies  "that,  to  a  memorial  pre- 
sented by  Albany  Fallis,  soliciting  the  number  of  acres  he  is  entitled  to,  situated  on  a  snrall  island  in  the 
river  Nassau,  the  following  decree  was  made  by  Governor  White  on  the  6th  November,  1805:  "Let 
there  be  granted  to  this  interested  fifty  acres  in  the  place  he  solicits,  which  are  those  he  is  entitled  to, 
agreeably  to  his  oath,  being  well  understood  that  he  must  establish  himself  on  said  land  in  the  term  of 
one  month,  counted  from  the  date."     No  evidence;  rejected. 

No.  36. — Michael  Lynch,  claimant  for  335  acres  of  land. 

This  land  was  granted  on  the  22d  of  June,  1805,  under  the  order  of  1190,  with  the  condition  "that 
he  take  possession  of  tlie  same  within  six  months  from  the  date."  Nothing  is  proved,  and  the  claim  is 
rejected. 

No.  37. — John  G.  Rushing,  claimant  for  80  acres  of  land. 

No  title  produced,  but  George  Clarke's  survey  and  certificate  of  the  8th  February,  1815.  There  is  no 
proof  of  cultivation,  and  the  claim  is  rejected. 

No.  38. — Ezeliel  HudnaWs  heirs,  claimants  for  900   acres  of  land. 

This  claim  is  based  on  concession  dated  3d  June,  1817,  with  tiie  condition  "that  they  take  possession 
of  it  within  four  months."  In  April,  1821,  there  is  a  certificate  and  survey  of  George  Clarke.  So  far  from 
proving  a  performance  of  the  conditions,  a  witness,  Samuel  Kinsley,  has  been  introduced  by  the  claimants, 
who  proves  directly  the  reverse,  and  deposes  in  a  conversation  with  said  lludnall  that  he,  Hudnall, 
declared  the  fear  of  the  Indians  prevented  his  possession  of  the  land.  Hudnall  is  now  dead,  and  whilst 
alive  he  was  afraid  to  take  possession  of  the  land.     By  the  condition  of  the  grant  his  heirs  must  lose  it. 

No.  39. —  Tliomas  Andrew,  claimant  for  200  acres  of  land. 

Concession  on  the  23d  November,  1803,  on  the  condition  "that  he  take  possession  of  the  land  within 
one  month  from  the  date."     He  has  adduced  no  evidence,  and  his  claim  is  rejected. 

No.  40. — if.  B.  Martin,  claimant  for  400  acres  of  land. 

Couceded  on  the  3d  September,  1803,  on  the  condition  that  he  take  possession  within  six  months. 
There  is  no  proof,  and  the  claim  is  rejected. 

No.  41. — Thomas  Murphy,  claimant  for  3,000  acres  of  land. 

An  island  in  the  St.  John's  river.  The  concession  is  dated  on  the  11th  June,  1818.  It  is  barred  by 
the  treaty.  • 

No.  42. — ■William  Hart,  claimant  for  1,400  aa-es  of  land. 

In  1811  William  Hart  applied  to  the  governor  for  an  indefinite  number  of  acres  on  the  river  St. 
John's  "  to  establish  a  cowpen  for  the  security  of  stock.  "  The  governor  directed  Don  Will  Craig,  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  to  report  "  on  the  propriety  of  the  petition  as  well  as  on  the  number  of  the  stock  of  said 
Hart."  This  was  never  done,  nor  was  any  grant  made  to  the  land.  It  is  true  that  the  representatives  of 
the  claimant,  in  their  memorial  to  the  board,  have  declared  that  the  grant  to  the  land  was  lost  in  1820  in 
the  river  St.  John's,  when  their  father  was  drowned;  but  of  this  there  was  no  proof;  and,  as  the  claim 
etands,  it  is  a  bad  one. 

No.  43. — Joseph  B.  Reyes,  claimant  for  1,700  acres  of  land. 

This  claim  is  based  upon  Thomas  Aguilar's  unsupported  certificate,  without  evidence  of  cultivation 
or  possession,  or  existence  and  loss  of  the  original.     It  is  rejected. 

No.  44. — Leiois  Pike'.<i  heirs,  claimants  for  400  acres  of  land. 

In  1801  the  claimant  petitioned  for  lands  without  specifying  the  number  of  acres.  Governor  White 
made  the  following  decree:  "  Let  there  be  granted  to  this  party  the  land  which  he  solicits,  and  until,  ac- 
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cording-  to  the  mimbor  of  his  I'aniily,  tlicro  shall  he  incasuroil  the  (|uaiitity  ho  is  entitled  to."     The  land  is 
left  undelined  in  (luantity.  and,  as  there  is  no  eviilenee  nf  pnssessinn,  the  claim  is  rejected. 

No.  45. — Jolin  Cri'iijhtiin,  vhdmunl  fur  305  actvs  uf  land. 

Concession  on  the  '29th  uf  Octuher,  IS03,  on  tin;  condition  "  that  he  tak(>  possession  within  one 
month."     He  has  addiu'ed  no  jiroof  liefore  the  board,  and  the  claim  is  rejected. 

N(i.  4(i  — (Iforije  Wvblirr,  cldiminil  fur   100  m-rrn  uf'  liiinl. 

('oncessiun  on  the  '21  st  .lanuary,  LS04,  conditioned  tliat  he  take  pussessiuii  of  Ihi'  same  within  one 
month.     There  is  no  [irnuf,  and  the  claim  is   rejected. 

No.  47. —  TiiuiiHis  yoniji\  cluimant  fir  1,100  arrfs  of  land. 

Concession  dated  the  23d  .lidy,  1803,  nu  the  cimdition  "that  he  take  possession  within  si.v  months." 
There  is  no  proof  of  performance,  and  the  claim  is  rejected. 

No.  4S. —  Thf  hi'ir.-<  of  Kathaiiir!  JlaU,  claimanl. 

This  claim  is  founded  on  a  simple  concession  made  by  Gtovernor  White  27th  July,  17',>9.  There  is  no 
proof  of  possession  or  any  other  evidence  before  the  board,  and  it  is  therefore  rejected. 

No.  40. — E  lias  B.  Gould,  claimant  fur  500  acrrs  of  land. 

This  is  a  part  of  a  grant  to  <  Jeorj^'e  J.  V.  Clarke,  of  four  thousand  acres.  (See  Report  No.  12,  claim  No. 
5,  where  it  is  reported  on  at  leng-th.) 

No.  50. —  The  Jicir^  of  Aiii/iistinr  T/imdlrrr,  claimanls  for  170  acre^  (if  land. 

Rejecteil  for  the  want  of  pro(jf. 

No.  51. — Franci^ro  Pa:,  claimant  for  1,500  acrc,-<  of  land. 

On  the  12th  Novendjer,  1815,  Thomas  Aguilar  certifies  that  fifteen  hundred  acres  of  land  were  granted 
to  the  claimant  on  the  Palecco  creek  for  his  merits  and  services  under  the  provisions  of  the  ordinance  of 
1815      The  original  of  this  certificate  is  not  in  the  oflice  of  the  public  archives.     It  is  rejected. 

No.  52. — J(7?»(V  Dell,  claimant  for  500  acres  of  land. 

This  is  another  certificate  of  Thomas  Aguilar's,  dated  181(5.  It  does  not  appear  whether  the  grant 
was  made  under  the  ordinance  of  1790,  or  under  that  of  1815.  If  under  the  first,  the  claimant  sliouhl 
have  proved  po.ssession,  which  he  has  not  done,  and  we  cannot  suppose  it  was  a  grant  for  services,  when 
the  claimant  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished  leaders  of  the  rebels.     It  i.s  rejected. 

No.  53. — The  heirs  of  John  Faulk,  claimants  for  250  acres  of  land. 

This  claim  is  based  on  a  certificate  of  Aguilar's,  dated  1817.  "That  on  the  20th  June,  1792,  Quesada 
granted  this  land  to  the  claimant,  situated  on  a  place  called  Andivion's  Cowpen,  on  St.  Mary's  river."  He 
has  produced  no  evidence  to  prove  possession,  and,  moreover,  it  appears  by  the  examination  of  Don  Pedro 
Marrot's  survey,  dated  the  20th  June,  1792,  that  other  lands  had  been  surveyed  to  this  party  at  a  place 
called  "  Lime  Spring,  "  on  the  same  river.  Of  this  survey  no  mention  has  been  made  in  the  memorial  or 
decree  presented  to  the  board,  and  it  seems  straAg'e,  if  this  certificate  be  not  a  forgery,  that  Faulk  should 
have  petitioned  for  lands  to  the  governor,  when,  on  the  same  day,  other  lands  had  been  surveyed  by  Mar- 
rot.     It  is  rejected. 

No.  54. — Frederic/c  Hartley,  claimant  for  400  acres  of  land. 

This  case  has  been  acted  on  and  rejected  by  the  former  board.  It  appears  by  the  affidavit  of  James 
Simerall  that  he  was  compelled  by  the  Spanish  government  to  move  from  this  place  in  consequence  of  the 
revolution,  and  other  lands  have  been  granted  to  him  in  lieu  of  this. 

No.  55. — Andrew  Drouillard,  claimant  fir  3,000  acres  of  land. 

On  the  10th  January,  1818,  tlie  claimant  petitioned  and  obtained  leave  of  Ctovernor  Coppinger  to 
change  the  location  of  lands  that  had  been  granted  him  in  the  preceding  year,  to  the  north  of  Dunn's  Lake, 
at  a  place  called  Oldficld.  The  grant  is  encumbered  with  these  conditions:  "  That  as  soon  as  he  proves 
possession  of  the  land,  cultivation  without  intermission,  and  that  he  has  built  the  necessary  houses  and 
fences,  there  shall  be  issued  to  him  a  title  of  property  agreeably  to  the  survey  which  the  surveyor  may 
present."  On  the  15th  of  April  succeeding,  the  land  was  surveyed  by  Clarke,  but  it  docs  not  appear  that 
any  proof  was  adduced  to  the  governor,  and  none  is  before  us,  to  show  that  either  of  the  preceding  condi- 
tions was  complied  with.     It  is  rejected. 

No.  56. —  Wdliam  Hull,  claimant  for  500  acres  of  land. 

Concession  made  the  1st  March,  1792,  to  "that  quantity  of  land  which  may  correspond  to  himself  and 
family.''  The  governor  directs  that  Don  Pedro  Marrot  may'procced  to  survey  to  the  petitioner  "  as  much 
land  as  ho  and  his  family  may  be  entitled  to."  There  is  no  plat  of  a  survey  filed  before  the  board,  nor 
does  Hull's  name  appear  on  the  list  of  inhabitants  upon  the  river  St.  John's,  to  whom  lauds  had  been  sur- 
veyed by  Marrot.  The  number  of  500  acres  assumed  as  the  amount  of  the  grant  is  entirely  gratuitous, 
as  the  number  to  which  he  was  entitled  was  directed  to  be  specified  by  a  survey,  which  was  never  made. 
It  is  rejected. 
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No.  57. — Joseph  Mills,  claimant  for  200  acres  of  land. 

This  claim  is  founded  on  a  bare  memorial,  of  the  loth  February,  1793,  to  which  Governor  Quesada 
makes  the  following  decree  on  the  same  day,  month,  and  year  :  "With  respect  to  what  the  party  sets  forth, 
should  nothing-  against  it  occur  to  the  officer  charged  with  tiie  distribution  of  lands,  let  the  quantity 
wanting  to  complete  what  his  family  is  entitled  to  be  granted  to  ini]i,  in  the  place  which  he  points  out." 
As  the  claimant  has  never  produced  a  plat  of  the  survey  of  the  same,  or  proof  that  lie  cultivated  the  land, 
we  are  of  opinion  that  it  should  be  rejected. 

No.  58. —  William  Ulmer,  claimant  for  200  wres  of  land. 

William  Ulmer  petitioned  the  government  on  the  15th  Septenib(!r,  1803,  "  for  two  hundred  acres  of 
hind  situated  at  Mosquito,  about  ten  miles  from  New  Smyrna,  which  place  was  owned  during  the  British 
dominion  by  John  Tenant; "  to  which  Governor  White  made  the  following  decree  on  the  same  day,  montii, 
and  year:  "  Let  there  bo  granted  to  tiiis  party  the  200  acres  of  land  wliich  he  solicits,  without  injury  to  a 
tiiini  jierson,  and  until,  according  to  the  number  of  workers  he  may  have  for  the  cultivation  thereof,  there 
shall  be  measured  what  he  is  entitled  to,  being  well  understood  that  he  must  take  possession  of  the  said 
land  in  the  term  of  si.x  months,  counted  from  the  date  of  this  decree.  "  There  is  no  evidence,  and  the  claim 
is  rejected. 

No.  59. — David  Turner,  claimant  for  90  acivs  of  land. 

By  the  certificate  of  John  de  Pierra,  dated  3d  February,  1809,  Ihivid  Turner  petitions  the  government 
for  lands  under  the  royal  order  of  1790,  (setting  fortli  the  numlier  of  his  family  ami  slaves,)  which  is 
acceded  to  by  Governor  White,  who  grants  him  90  acres,  but  with  the  express  condition  that  he  shall 
"  establish  himself  on  said  land  within  the  term  of  one  month.  "  There  is  no  jiroof  before  us  of  the  compli- 
ance with  this  conditiiiii,  and  it  is  therefore  rejected. 

No.  fiO. — Pollard  McCormock,  claimant  for  2,000  acres  of  land. 

On  the  11th  July,  1803,  McCormock  petitioned  for  two  thousand  acres  of  land  at  Tonioca,  under  the 
order  of  1790.  Two  days  afterwards  the  governor,  having  heard  the  report  of  the  engineer,  gives  hiin 
the  land  on  condition  that  he  take  possession  within  six  months.  On  the  3d  October,  1803,  the  claimant 
represents  to  the  governor  that  he  has  not  taken  possession  of  the  land  in  consequence  of  constant  bad 
weather,  and  begs  that  John  Purcell  may  be  directed  to  survey  the  lands.  The  governor  granted  the 
request,  with  the  express  condition  that  the  surve}'  of  Purcell  should  not  exempt  the  land  from  forfeiture 
in  the  event  that  the  claimant  did  not  take  possession  of  them,  with  a  sufficient  number  of  workers  to 
correspond  with  the  number  of  acres  granted,  within  the  six  months  from  the  date  of  the  concession. 
There  is  no  survey,  and  no  evidence  that  he  ever  took  possession.     It  is  rejected. 

No.  61. —  William  Ladd,  claimant  for  1,525  acres  of  land. 

John  de  Pierra  certifies  that  on  the  3d  of  January,  1804,  the  lands  claimed  were  granted  by  Governor 
White  on  the  condition  "  that  he  take  possession  of  the  same  within  six  months  from  the  date."  lie  has 
adduced  no  proof,  and  his  claim  is  rejected. 

No.  02. — Ilibberson  and  Yonge,  claimants  fin'  2,000  acres  of  land. 

On  the  23d  February,  1815,  Governor  Coppinger  granted  to  Hibberson  and  Yonge  2,000  acres  of  land 
on  St.  Mary's  river,  "  with  the  understanding  that  as  soon  as  the  survey  and  plat  of  said  land  shall  be 
presented  to  them,  and  they  prove  having  cultivated  and  improved  them  in  a  proper  manner,  the  title  and 
absolute  property  shall  be  despatched  to  them."  In  the  succeeding  year  Joseph  M.  Hernandez,  as  a  quit 
for  the  claimants,  petitioned  the  governor  to  change  the  location  of  one  thousand  acres  of  the  grant  to  a 
place  called  "  Trout  Creek  Swamp."  The  change  is  permitted,  and  in  1S16  George  Clarke  certified  that 
lie  had  surveyed  one  thousand  acres  of  land  on  Trout  Creek  Swamp;  and  in  1821  he  further  certifies  "that 
he  surveyed  another  thousand  at  the  same  place,  which  latter  change  had  been  permitted  by  government 
on  the  20th  June  of  the  same  year."  This  last  decree  is  not  amongst  the  papers.  It  does  not  appear 
that  either  of  the  tracts  were  possessed  or  cultivated  by  the  claimant;  and  if  there  be  any  title  whatever 
to  the  second  tract  of  one  thousand  acres  on  Trout  Creek  Swamp,  surveyed  liy  George  Clarke  in  1821,  it 
passed  by  the  decree  of  the  governor,  after  his  power  had  ceased  under  the  treaty.     They  are  both  bad. 

No.  63. — James  Pelot,  claimant  for  496  acivs  of  land.     No.  64. — James  Pelot,  claimant  for  356  acres  of  land. 

It  seems  by  the  papers  before  the  board  that  Pedro  Marrot  surveyed  to  James  Pelot  the  two  tracts  of 
land  above  claimed:  one  at  a  place  called  Pelot,  on  the  river  St.  John's,  and  the  other  at  Pumptin  Bluff, 
on  Nassau,  in  the  year  1793.  There  is  no  evidence  before  the  board  that  he  possessed  or  cultivated  these 
lands,  but  we  are  fully  satisfied  that  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  on  Amelia  island  were  granted  to  the 
claimant  in  lieu  of  these  two  surveys.  These  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  have  been  confirmed;  and  in 
the  decree  of  confirmation,  No.  20,  of  abstract  No.  I,  will  be  found  more  at  large  our  views  upon  this 
subject. 

No.  65. — Josiah  Diqjont's  heiis,  and  Gideon  Dupont,  claim,  viz:  No.  1,  1,850  acres  of  land  ;  No.  2,  500  acres 
of  land  ;  No.  3,  500  acres  of  land;  No.  4,  1,400  acres  of  land. 

On  the  18th  August,  1792,  Josiah  Dupont,  a  new  settler,  prays  for  "  one-half  of  tlie  quantity  of  acres 
of  land  corresponding  to  himself,  his  wife,  five  daughters,  two  sons,  and  twenty-seven  slaves,  upon  the 
head  of  Ihe  East  Water  stream,  ten  miles  south  of  the  Fort  M"tanzas,"  and  the  other  half  on  the  head  of 
a  stream  called  Graham,  adjoining  the  lands  of  Jesse  Fish,  and  adds:  "That  the  lands  described  are  the 
same  where  he  is  now  settled  by  the  verbal  permission  of  the  governor." 

The  decree  is:  "  That  he  may  remain  where  he  is  established,  permitting  him  at  the  same  time  to  aug- 
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niont  to  the  quantity  of  laiid  to  which  he  is  entitled  acc<iriUn<;i  to  Ihr  rrf/ula/ions  nf  fhif;  f/nrrrnmoif,  in  tiie 
phiee  called  Graham's  Creek,"  Ac,  "and  until  the  g-eneral  survey,  which  is  noir  taking  place,  iiiK'ii  /c  irill 
receive  his  eomplemext,  of  irhich  he  irill  remain  proprietor. 

"  QUESADA." 

This  is  on  the  31st  of  Aiijj,'iist.     The  general  survey  of  17112  exteuded  in  Mataiizas. 

The  second  claim  is  based  on  a  concession  of  Quesada,  dated  the  18th  of  October,  I  "'.(4  Duponl,  in  liis 
memorial,  says  to  the  governor  "that  his  force  being  so  large  lie  cannot  take  ids  lands  in  luic  phici",  that 
his  excellency  had  already  granted  him  one  thousand  acres  of  rice  land,  one  hiiiiihiil  in  tlie  largi'  orange 
g-rove,  and  he  wishes  permission  to  take  live  hundred  more  to  complete  Ins  cumphMuent,  between  the 
lands  of  Travers,  Cartel,  Palisier,  and  Clarke."  The  governor  grants  the  request  "nidi!  the  fnial  survey 
takes  place,  for  the  quantity  corresponding  to  his  iorce."     There  was  no  survey  until  ISOL 

Tlie  third  claim  is  this:  In  July,  1801,  the  *iSth,  Dupont  pi'titioned  for  li\'e  hundred  acucs  of  bind 
more,  in  (iraham's  Swam]).  The  engineer's  report  is  favorable,  and  White,  on  the  2'.ith  .Inly  of  th(.'  same 
year,  granted  the  lands  "  until  liis  due  complement  should  bc^  surv(^yed." 

Fourth.  Don  Gideon  Dupont,  on  the  2Tth  .May,  1802,  makes  application  tii  the  governor  "  lor  700 
acres  of  land  in  (Jraham's  Swam|i;"  "  bmnided  on  tlie  south  by  those  lately  graute(l  to  his  fatlier,  Josiah 
Dupont;"  "and  the  )ietitioner  to  make  his  settlement  as  soon  as  the  irruptions  of  tlie  savages  shall  have 
ceased,"  "  and,  in  addition  to  the  700  acres,  aho  the  intervening  spaces." 

"The  engineer,  to  whom  the  subject  is  relerred,  repiuted  that  there  existed  a  diilicnlty — that  tliia  land 
is  solicited  by  .Josiah  Dupont,  under  date  of  the  28tli  July,  1801,  and  by  George  Long  on  the  7th  October, 
same  year." 

lie  then  adds:  "Hut  700  acres  and  700  acres  ukui.'  of  intervening  space  arc  1,400  acres  ceded  to  a 
person  who,  according  to  what  I  have  heard,  has  not  sutlicient  prc.ipertj' to  cover  it  according  to  the  regu- 
lations." "And  of  this  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  most  that  ought  to  be  granted  him  is  200  acres  with  the 
intervening  space.''  The  decree  of  the  governor,  after  the  jiartj'  had  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance,  is  this: 
"Let  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner.he  granted,  without  in  jury, &c.,  and  until,  acc(.irding  to  the  tVu'ce  he  possesses, 
the  corresponding  quantity  of  land  be  surveyed."  This  decree  is  dated  the  3d  June,  1802.  It  rnay  be  well 
to  remark  that  these  are  the  same  lands  petitioned  for  b}'  his  father  in  the  abcive  case  No.  3,  and  that  this 
Gideon  Dupont  now  claims  tliein  to  be  ditlerent  tracts,  asks  confirmation  of  500  acres.  No.  3,  as  heir  of 
Josiah,  and  1,400,  as  bounding  the  former,  for  himself.  Long,  who,  by  tlie  report  of  the  engineer,  was  a 
conHicting  claimant,  appears  by  the  survey  of  Marrot,  in  ISttl,  to  have  had  alloted  to  him  GOO  acres,  and 
that  claim  is  now  before  the  board. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  comment  on  tlie  fraudulent  attempt  to  imiiose  on  this  board  Ijy  making  separate 
duplicate  concessions  to  the  same  land,  and  claiming  as  a  second  grant  a  mere  eopj-  of  the  first,  so  as  to 
obtain  a  double  quantity. 

The  evidence  in  support  tif  the  first  three  claims  is  the  affidavit  of  C.  W.  Clarke.  He  swears  that 
Josiah  Dupont  "  lived  at  a  place  called  Jlurrits'  Old  Field,  at  the  head  of  the  east  prong  of  Matanzas 
river,"  and  continued  to  live  there,  and  to  cultivate  the  land,  until  about  the  beginning  of  the  year  1802, 
when  tlie  Indians  came  and  carried  oft'  his  negroes,  &:c.  That  Dupont  had  between  thirty  and  fm'ty  working 
hands  and  several  hundred  head  of  cattle.  That  when  Dupont  was  driven  from  the  place,  <ine  Hughes 
and  two  old  negroes  were  left  by  him  in  care  of,  &c.  He  adds  that  Dupont's  negroes  were  never  reclaimed 
from  the  Indians. 

There  is  a  letter  to  the  board,  filed  in  September,  1824,  from  Josejih  M,  Hernandez,  claiming  most  of 
the  above  land,  and  tendering  proof,  when  called  on,  that  Dupont  had  f  irfeited  his  title.  He  was  never 
called  on. 

I'pon  the  examination  of  the  surveys  made  by  Don  Pedro  ilarrot  at  Matanzas.  in  1801,  in  January, 
Dupont's  name  does  not  appear.  In  each  of  the  cases  above  this  survi^y  is  made  a  prerequisite  to  a  con- 
sunmiation  of  his  title.  It  was  indispensably  necessary  to  settle  and  define  the  ipuiutity  of  acres  to  which 
he  was  entitled. 

From  the  instructions  given  ti.i  Marrot  ^1791)  each  party  to  whom  lauds  were  surveyed  should  take 
an  oath  as  to  the  number  of  his  family.  In  the  6th  article  of  instrncti(Uis  he  is  diiected  to  "give  notice 
very  particularly  to  all  the  grantees,  that  they  have  to  perform  certain  re(|uisites  before  they  can  he  con- 
sidered as  possessed  of  a  full  title  and  be  able  to  dispose  of  what  is  now  given  them."  "  He  shall  send 
them  to  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  government  for  their  respective  titles,  wdien  they  will  receive  the 
necessary  information." 

It  is  evident  that  tJte  title,  which  must  be  obtained  after  the  survey  is  made,  diffi^rs  from  tlie  title  by 
concession,  such  as  is  produced  by  the  claimants  in  this  case;  for  in  the  first  article  of  his  instructions 
Marrot  is  directed  to  make  the  surveys  "limiting  himself  to  the  title." 

Dupont's  name,  as  we  have  said,  does  not  appear  in  tlie  survey  on  Matanzas  in  1801,  the  only  one 
ever  made  there.  It  would  seem  he  had  not  abandoned  the  country;  liecause  the  date  of  the  survey  is  in 
January,  and  one  of  iiis  memorials  is  dated  in  July  of  the  same  year.  But  it  is  certain  that  if  he  still 
remained  in  the  province  he  neglected  to  have  his  lands  included  in  the  general  survey;  without  which, 
by  the  positive  provisions  of  the  grant  itself,  the  title  couhl  not  be  perfected.  When  lands  are  given 
gratuitously,  and  slight  conditions,  mostly  formal,  are  imposed,  and  the  party  fails  or  refuses  to  comply 
with  them,  he  cannot  complain  if  they  are  lost. 

The  quantity  to  which  he  was  entitled  depended  on  the  number  of  his  workers,  and  this  number  ho 
was  required  to  verify  on  oath.  This  he  has  failed  to  do;  he  has  not  given  to  the  gi.ivernment  the  evidence 
required  to  authorize  the  grant.  lie  has  not  had  his  limits  defined,  when  a  surveyor  was  sent  for  that 
purpose  to  the  spot,  nor  procured  the  full  title,  prescribed  in  the  regulations;  nor  does  it  appear  that  he 
has  lived  out  the  ten  years,  without  which  his  title  is  unquestionably  bad.  If  we  do  not  receive  the  omis- 
sion of  his  name  on  the  surveys  of  Marrot  in  January',  1801,  as  it  is,  perhaps,  our  duty  to  do,  as  conclu- 
sive evidence  to  show  the  abandonment,  it  is  because,  in  July  of  the  same  year,  his  third  petition  to  the 
governor  contradicts  the  presumption;  but  still  his  time  would  not  be  completed  in  July,  and  his  failure 
to  comply-  with  the  conditiims  of  the  grant  b_y  having  it  surve_yed,  and  the  deficiency  of  the  proof  of  con- 
tinued possession,  if  there  were  no  other  papers  in  the  cause,  would  prevent  a  confirmation  of  these  claims. 
The  most  of  these  lands  have  been  granted  to  others  at  subsequent  )>eriods,  and,  so  far  as  they  have  been 
regraiited,  tlie  claim  of  the  Lnited  States  has  been  already  relinquished  by  the  board  of  commisshiners, 
and  our  investigation  of  these  cases   would    lie  a  useless  labor.     But   it   may  not   be  that   all   the  lauds 
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claimed  by  the  heirs  of  Dupont  are  granted  and  confinned  to  others.     And  for  this  residue,  if  any  there 
be,  we  are  driven  to  act  on  these  cases.  ,    ■     ,  ... 

It  sliould  be  presumed  tliat  tiic  agents  of  a  foreign  government  had  done  their  duty,  and  not  injustice, 
by  giving  away  lands  already  the  property  of  another,  and  nothing  is  produced  by  Dupont  to  rebut  this 

''biU  this  matter  is  not  left  to  presumption.  Li  1805  Governor  White  directed  a  letter  to  the  captain 
general  of  Cuba,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract:  "Surprised  to  see  that  Dupont  considered  himself 
to  have  a  just  title  to  reclaim  lands  which,  if  his  father,  by  going  to  the  United  States,  had  not  abandoned, 
would  not  be  hereditary  until  after  ten  years  of  uninterrupted  cultivation,  they  are  conceded  to  the 
grantees  in  absolute  iiropcrty;  in  which  respect  Dupont  is  deficient;  and  convinced  that,  to  listen  to  such 
pretensions  would  give  occasion  to  numberless  lawsuits,  disturbing  the  quiet  of  good  and  bona  fide 
settlers,  who  would  not  feel  secured  in  their  lands,  even  tlwiigli  they  had  possessed  and  cultivated  them 
for  successive  years,  and  built  houses  on  them.  The  circumstances  under  which  this  individual  claims 
are  particularly  objectionable,  as,  after  having  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  on  the  3d  June,  1802,  and 
having  granted"  to  iiim,  on  the  same  day,  seven  hundred  acres  of  land  for  twenty-five  negroes,  whicii  he 
offered  tt.  introduce  into  the  province,  he  returned  to  the  United  States,  where  he  has  constantly  resided 
with  his  mother  and  sisters,  and  returned  here  solely  f<n-  tlie  purpose  of  asking  for  the  lands  of  his  father, 
and  selling  them,  as  he  explains  in  his  petitions,  not  with  a  view  of  establishing  himself  in  the  province, 
as  is  proved  by  his  not  having  negroes  in  it,  or  having  brought  with  him  even  one  of  the  twenty-five 
whicli  he  oft'ere"d."  It  may  be  further  remarked  that  the  greater  part  of  the  lands  claimed  by  Dupont  were 
formerly  granted  to  others.  And  attending  to  such  pretensions  as  his,  would  be  the  cause  of  iiindering 
individuals  from  asking  for  lands  although  they  should  see  them  uncultivated;  but  tiiey  might  be  dispos- 
sessed of  them,  or  exposed  to  an  expensive  lawsuit."  After  this,  we  may  be  permitted  to  express  our 
surprise  that  the  Duponts  should  come  before  this  board.     Tin-  I'our  claims  are  rejected. 

No.  66. —  Tin:  Jicuv  of  Fliilip  Dill  and  John  H.  MrInto>fh,  claimants  for  800  aerps  of  land. 

This  is  the  same  tract  of  land  claimed  by  both,  for  the  benefit  of  Mcintosh.  In  1801,  on  the  petition 
of  Phillip  Dill  "  for  a  plantation  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  St.  John's,  abandoned  by  Francis  Richard,  as 
well  as  another  adjoining  it,  containing  in  all  eight  hundred  acres,"  Governor  White  decreed  that  the 
lands  be  granted,  and  until,  according  to  the  number  of  his  family,  &c. 

Sometimes  it  may  be  inferred  that  tlie  conditions  on  which  every  grant  under  the  order  of  1790  was 
made,  viz:  ten  years'  cultivation,  have  been  complied  with;  and  tiiat  the  lapse  of  time,  two  intervening 
rebellions,  and  a  partial  change  of  population,  always  incident  to  a  transfer  of  a  province  from  one 
government  to  another,  may  ])revent  tlie  possibility  of  obtaining  proofs,  otherwise  easy  of  access.  Here 
nothing  is  left  to  conjecture.  The  witnesses  produced  by  the  claimants  have  reduced  it  to  a  certainty 
that  Dill  resided  on  the  land  at  most  but  three  years.  Seymour  Pickett  says  "Dill  settled  land  in  1802, 
lived  on  it  about  two  years  and  removed  to  the  Bluft",  where  he  died,  and  that  none  of  his  family,  so  far  as 
he  believes,  ever  moved  back  to  the  place." 

Isaac  Hendricks  deposes  tliat  Dill  resided  on  the  place  about  three  j'ears,  and  died;  that  the  family, 
on  the  death  of  Dill,  gathered  in  the  crop  and  moved  to  Pittsburg,  the  said  land,  as  witness  understood, 
having  been  sold."  Mcintosh  has  produced  a  deed  from  James  Dill  to  this  land,  dated  1805.  Mcintosh 
gives  as  a  reason  to  the  board  for  not  obtaining  royal  titles,  tlie  insurrection  in  1812;  but  nothing  pre- 
vented his  showing  to  this  board  that  he  had  performed  the  implied  conditions  of  the  grant,  and  thereby 
became  entitled  to  them. 

We  have  too  often  expressed  our  opinion  on  cases  similar  to  this  to  be  at  a  loss  to  decide.  Governor 
White,  in  his  letter  in  the  case  of  Dupont,  expressly  says  that  lands  cannot  be  inherited  until  the  ten  years 
are  lived  out."  It  is  then  in  the  power  of  the  heirs  to  complete  the  term  and  perfect  the  title,  and  it  is  in 
more  than  one  decre('  declared  "that  they  cannot  be  alienated  without  the  permission  of  the  government." 
Here  there  was  an  abandonment,  and  a  sale  in  three  years.  If  one  could  not  forfeit  his  lands  by  abandon- 
ment, this  tract  would  belong  to  Francis  Pilchard,  to  whom,  as  appears  by  the  memorial  of  the  party 
himself,  it  had  been  previously  granted.  He  obtained  it  there  by  the  abandonment  of  Richard,  and  by  his 
own  abandonment  he  must  lose  it.  If  Mcintosh,  his  transferee,  had  cultivated  the  land  on  the  sale, 
sometliing  might  b(;  left  to  inference  from  the  acquiescence  of  the  government;  but  on  this  there  is  no  proof, 
and  it  is  rejected. 

No.  61. — Clarissa  Fish,  claimant  for  150  acres  of  land. 

(.!laimaiit  purchased  nf  Andrew  Campbell  in  1821.  To  Campbell  this  land  was  granted  by  concession 
in  1804.  One  witness  knew  that  the  land  was  cultivated  in  1805.  One  year's  occupancy  will  not  give  a 
title.     It  is  rejected. 

No.  68. — Francis  Goodwin's  heirs,  claimants  for  1,300  acres  of  land,  1,300  acres  of  land,  640  acres  of  land. 

The  first  claim  is  to  land  im  Pablo  creek,  on  concession  dated  in  October,  1191.  He  prays  to  be 
permitted  to  establish  himself  on  Pablo,  and  that  a  grant  be  made  him  of  the  acres  corresponding  to  the 
number  set  forth,  viz:  a  wife,  three  children,  and  nineteen  negroes.  In  February,  1192,  he  prays  that  the 
number  of  acres  "  which  correspond  to  himself,  three  children,  and  nineteen  negroes,"  may  be  granted 
"on  the  plantation  which,  under  the  British  government,  belonged  to  one  Baileys,  four  miles  south  of  one 
St.  Vincent  Ferrer,"  &c. 

The  decree  of  the  governor  is  the  same  in  both  cases.  It,  in  thefrst,  permits  the  party  to  bo  established 
iov  the  firesent  on  the  land,  until,  in  the  general  survey  which  is  about  taking  place,  there  shall  be  measured 
to  him  the  number  of  acres  that  correspond  to  his  family,  of  whicli  he  shall  be  put  in  possession,  with  the 
corresponding  title." 

In  the  secimd,  the  governor  saj's,  "agreeably  to  the  request,  for  which  purpose  let  the  memorial  be 
passed  to  the  Captain  Don  Pedro  Marrot,  charged  with  the  general  distribution  of  lands,  until  he  measure 
to  this  party  those  corresponding  to  this  family,  in  the  place  he  points  out."  Goodwin  then  had  changed 
his  wisii  to  locate  on  Pablo,  and  obtained  leave  to  settle  elsewhere.  The  governor  permitted  the  change, 
and  directed  liini  to  have  the  quantity  which  Marrot  should  ascertain  on  the  oath  of  the  party  to  be  the 
portion  to  which  he  was  entitled. 
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In  Mav,  1192,  Marrot  sur%-cycd  to  (iodilwiii,  at  tlio  |ilaiT  mentinncil  in  ihc  socdihI  im-niorial,  the  land 
to  -whicli  he  was  entitled  by  the  number  of  his  family,  umlcr  the  preeedini;-  decrees  uf  (jueseda,  tci  wit,  040. 

(ioodwin  now,  by  his  representatives,  claims  the  whole  tlaei',  iiiakin;.:;  3,240  acres.     It  would  be  well 

if  so  glaring"  an  etVort  at  imposition  could  be  |)Unisl;ed  by  the  loss  of  the  whole  claim.     But  Mr.  Hendricks 

•    having  proved  that  he  lived  on  the  survey  of  Marrot  No.  3,  at  a  place  called  Strawberry,  liy  which  name 

it  is  also  called  in  the  survej'  up  to  1805,  this  last  tract  uf  (UK  acres   is  cunlirmed,  ajul  the  other  two  are 

rejected. 

No.  69. — John  Lun;  chihnunl  fur  3U0  acycx  uf  land. 

This  is  an  old  British  grant,  1172,  of  lands  fifteen  miles  south  of  St.  Augustin<',  and  a  survey  in 
1781.  The  claimant  has  produced  to  the  board  his  evidence  of  citizenship  in  South  ("arolina  in  1798. 
This  g-rant  was  never  recognized  by  the  Spanish  government,  and  by  proving-  himself  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  he  has  proved  that  he  has  no  title  to  this  land.     It  is  rejected. 

No.  70. — Geonjc  Tillc/,  claimant  fur  2."i0  acrr.'i  if  land. 

This  claim  is  evidenced  by  Marrofs  survey  in  1792,  im  Trout  creek;  in  1801  im  Marrut's  second 
survey,  or,  rather,  list  of  inhabitants  on  the  St.  John's,  Tillet's  name  is  not  to  be  fouml.  It  is  therefore  to 
be  presumed  that  he  had  abandoned  the  place.     It  is  rejected. 

No.  71. — Francis  P.  Sanchez,  claimant  for  2,000  acrex  rf  land. 

This  is  a  ccrtilicate  of  Thomas  de  Aguilar,  that  in  December,  1815,  Estrada  granted  Don  John  Perch- 
man,  cornet  of  the  squadron  of  dragoons,  for  services,  2,000  acres  of  land,  at  a  place  called  Ocklewaha, 
on  the  St.  John's  river. 

In  1819  Perchman  sold  to  Sanchez.  In  the  memorial  of  the  claimant  to  this  Ixianl,  he  speaks  of  a 
survey  made  by  authority  in  1819.  If  this  had  been  produced  it  would  have  furnished  some  support  to 
the  certificate  of  Aguilar.     As  it  is,  we  reject  the  claim. 

No.  72. — Uibberson  if  Yongc,  claimanl.'i  for  2,000  acre><  of  land. 

In  1815,  Hibbcrson  &Yonge,  representing  to  the  governor  that  they  had  greatly  improved  the  country 
as  merchants,  and  benefited  the  treasury-  b^y  the  payment  of  duties,  say,  "  that  thej'  mean  to  devote  them- 
selves to  agriculture,  and  pray  the  donation  of  2,000  acres  of  land  on  the  river  St.  Clary's,  in  absolute 
property,  provided  they  cultivate  them  and  improve  them  in  a  proper  manner,  for  which  titles  may  be 
expedited  as  soon  as  surveys  are  presented  in  due  form;  and  if  your  e.Kcellency  does  not  determine  to 
conform  to  these  terms,  that  they  may  be  granted  to  them  on  the  same  terms  as  they  have  been  granted 
to  the  other  new  settlers,  at  all  times.'' 

The  governor's  grant  is  ''  with  the  understanding"  that,  as  soon  as  the  survey  and  plat  of  said  land 
shall  be  presented  to  them,  and  they  prove  having  cultivated  and  improved  them  in  a  [iroper  manner,  a 
title  shall  be  given,"  &c.     Signed,  Kindelan. 

On  the  16th  February,  1816,  Joseph  M.  Hernandez,  as  the  agent  of  Hibbei'feon  k,  Yonge,  represented 
tliat  the  lands  on  the  St.  Mary's  river,  conceded  as  above,  M-ere  not  vacant,  wherefore  he  "prays  permis- 
sion to  locate  one  thousand  acres  on  Trout  Creek  Swamp,  reserving  to  himself  the  right  to  locate  the  other 
thousand  acres  elsewhere  too,  if  necessary.''  The  governor  permitted  tlie  exchange,  and  cancelled  the 
grant  of  one  thousand  acres  on  the  river  St.  Mary's. 

In  1821  Hernandez  obtained  leave  to  locate  the  whole  on  Trout  creek,  in  Twelve  Mile  Swamp,  with 
an  order  of  survey  in  that  place. 

It  appears  by  the  certificate  of  George  Clarke,  in  1820,  that  he  had  then  surveyed  one  tract  of  a 
thousand  acres  on  Trout  creek.  No  survej-  was  ever  made  of  the  other  tract  of  one  thousand  acres,  either 
on  St.  Mary's  or  on  Trout  creek.  The  decree  of  the  governor  required  that  the  parties  should  produce 
proof  of  cultivation  before  a  title  would  be  given.  And  we  require  the  same.  There  is  no  evidence  that 
the  claimants  settled  the  land,  and  it  must  be  rejected. 

No.  73. — John  Bellamij,  claimant  for  500  acres  of  land.* 

This  land  is  situated  on  McGirt's  creek,  and  the  only  dix-ument  presented  to  this  board  is  a  survey 
made  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke  on  the  28th  October,  1820;  it  is  therefore  barred  by  the  treaty. 

No.  74. — Susanna  Cashen,  claimant  for  300  acres  of  land  on  the  rirer  St.  Jolin's. 

The  only  evidence  of  title  filed  in  this  case  is  the  survey  of  Andrew  Burgevin,  dated  1821.  It  is 
rejected. 

No.  75. — Jrjhn  D.  Kehr,  claimant  for  300  acres  of  land  on  Amelia  island. 

John  de  Pierra,  in  1801,  certifies  "  that  on  the  application  of  the  claimant  three  hundred  acres  of  land 
were  granted  him  on  Amelia  island,  in  three  separate  tracts  of  one  hundred  acres  each,  under  the  royal 
order  of  1790.''     He  has  not  proved  compliance  with  the  conditions,  and  the  claim  is  rejected. 

No.  76. —  William  Cain,  I'laimant  for  200  acres  rf  land. 

This  is  a  British  grant,  made  to  John  Burnett  by  Governor  Moultrie,  and  sold  to  Cain  on  the 
10th  March,  1781.  The  lands  lie  on  the  south  fork  of  Nassau  river.  In  the  memorial  to  this  board  the 
representatives  of  Cain  call  themselves  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  residents  of  Florida.     There  is  no 

^'  Claimant  subsequently  filed  his  petition  for  this  land  under  the  donation  act,  which  was  rejected.  Vide  No.  23,  of 
Report  2,  on  donation  claims. 


80  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  784. 

evidence  before  this  board  that  Cain  took  tlic  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Spanish  King,  or  that  this  claim 
was  even  recognized  as  valid  by  the  government  here.     It  is  tlierefore  rejected. 

No.  11. — George  Gopeland,  claimant  for  400  acres  of  land. 

To  the  petition  of  Henry  B.  Martin,  under  vi'hom  Copeland  claims,  on  the  3d  September,  1803,  for  four 
hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  Territory  of  Mosquito,  Governor  White  decrees  as  usual,  "that  he  shall 
have  the  number  of  acres  that  correspond  to  his  laborers,  which  shall  afterwards  be  survej'cd  to  him  on 
the  express  condition  tliat  he  take  possession  of  the  land  within  six  months  from  the  date  of  the  decree." 
There  is  a  deed  filed  in  this  ofiice,  executed  by  Martin  in  the  year  1808,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  to  George 
Copeland,  in  which  Martin  calls  himself  "  a  resident  of  that  city."  There  is  no  proof  of  possession  within 
the  si.x  months  of  a  survey,  or  of  subsequent  cultivation,  on  the  part  of  Martin,  and  this  deed  describing 
himself  as  a  citizen  of  New  York,  five  years  after  the  concession,  is  positive  proof  of  abandonment. 

No.  78. — James  Darley,  claimant  for  500  acres  of  land. 

This  land  lies  at  ilosquito.  There  is  no  evidence  of  title  filed  before  this  board,  but  the  survey  of 
Robert  McIIardy,  dated  January  25,  1818.  In  his  memorial  to  the  board  he  lias  referred  to  documents 
filed  in  the  claim  immediatelj'  following  this  as  evidence  of  a  grant  made  to  him  by  Governor  Coppinger 
in  the  preceding  year. 

No.  79. — James  Darley,  claimant  for  500  wres  of  land. 

This  land  lies  on  TurnljuU's  swamp.  It  appears  by  the  certificate  of  Thomas  Aguilar,  the  original  of 
which  is  not  to  be  found,  that  on  the  application  of  the  claimant  one  thousand  acres  of  land  were  granted 
him  by  Governor  Coppinger,  as  head  rights,  on  the  14th  June,  1817;  one  half  of  which,  No.  78  of  this 
abstract,  was  surve^'cd  to  him  at  Mosquito,  and  the  other  half  in  TurnbuH's  swamp  on  the  20th  June,  1818. 
He  has  produced  no  evidence  to  prove  his  cultivation,  or  to  account  for  the  loss  of  the  original.  Both  of 
these  claims  are  therefore  rejected. 

No.  80. — Paul  Diipon,  claimant  for  3,000  acres  of  land. 

Paul  Dupon  solicited  from  the  government  (and  there  was  granted  to  him  on  the  8th  May,  1818,)  a 
small  island  situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  St.  John's,  b(.)unded  on  the  south  and  east  by  a  creek 
called  Dunn's  creek,  which  island  contains  3,000  acres;  and  on  the  2(jth  April,  1819,  Governor  Coppinger 
issued  to  said  Dupon  a  royal  title  for  the  above-mentioned  island  under  the  royal  order  of  1790.  This 
claim  is  barred  by  the  treaty. 

No.  81. — James  Munroe,  claimant  for  2,000  acres  of  land. 

James  Munroe  states  to  the  governor  "  that,  previous  to  his  removing  into  the  province  of  East  Florida, 
he  authorized  Alexander  Q/ysdale  to  petition  to  the  said  government  on  his  behalf  for  lands  for  head  rights, 
having  at  that  time  forty  negroes;  but  through  a  mistake  Drysdale  onlj'  mentions  four  negroes,  therefore 
the  government  only  granted  three  hundred  acres  at  Mosquito  to  Munroe."  On  the  3d  August,  1803, 
Munroe  petitioned  the  government  fijr  the  remaining  quantity  added  to  the  three  hundred  acres  already 
granted,  having  brought  into  the  province  fifty  negroes;  to  which  Governor  AVhite  made  the  following 
decree  on  the  same  day,  month,  and  year: 

"  Let  there  be  granted  to  this  party  the  residue  of  the  land  which  he  solicits,  up  to  the  quantity  which 
he  is  entitled  to,  for  the  fifty  negroes  belonging  to  him,  without  injury  to  a  tiiird  person,  and  with  the 
condition  that  he  must  take  possession  of  said  land  in  the  term  of  six  months,  counted  from  this  date." 

F.  BETHUNE. 

The  only  witness  sworn  in  the  case  deposes  that  Munroe  lived  on  the  land  four  or  five* — left  it.  We 
consider  that  an  abandonment  before  the  ten  years'  occupancy  forfeited  tl^e  land.     It  is  rejected. 

No.  82. — Augustine  Biiyck,  claimant  for    1,500  acres  land. 

No.  83.                   "  "           "          1,500 

No.  84.                   "  "                    2,000 

No.  85.                   "  "                  50,000 

No.  82. 

John  de  Pierra's  certificate,  the  only  document  of  title,  is  to  this  effect:  "That  to  the  memorial  of 
Augustine  Buyck,  jiraying  for  one  thousand  five  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  the  old  town  of 
St.  Peter's,  at  Mosquito,  in  the  place  called  Spruce  Pear  Creek,  otherwise  Hade's  Creek,  the  following- 
decree  was  rendered:  'The  Lands  solicited  by  the  petitioner  are  granted,  and  until,  according-  to  the 
number  of  his  family,  the  corresponding  quantity  of  land  be  measured  for  him."  The  certificate  and 
decree  are  both  dated  on  the  18th  day  of  July,  1801.  The  party,  in  his  memorial  to  this  board,  declares 
that  the  land  had  been  surveyed. 

No.  83.-2,000  acres. 

On  the  very  same  day  and  year  John  de  Piorra  certifies  that,  on  the  petition  of  Buyck,  jyraying  for 
1,500  acres  of  land  in  the  licinity  of  the  old  kncn  of  St.  Peters,  at  Mosquito,  in  a  swamp  or  hammock  situated 
opposite  to  Mount  Oswald,  towards  the  beach  or  north  of  the  town.  Gov.  White  decreed:  "  The  lands 
solicited  by  Augustine  Buyck  are  granted,  &c.,  and  until,''  &c.     The  original  of  this  last  grant  is  not  on 

'^"  Here  is  an  omiseion  in  the  original. 
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illc  ill  tlio  (>nirc  (if  till'  arcliivi's.  Tliis  hist,  if  iiol  :i  loi'ii'i'i'v,  is  evidently  u  j;'i';iiit  Inr  (lie  siuiie  Liml  as  in 
Nil.  S2  (inv.  White  never  uranted  twn  tracts  nt'  laiul  en  the  same  ilay  In  the  same  indiviilnal  withiait 
taking;"  notice  in  either  of  that  lad;  and  it  is  a  IVaud  on  the  part  el'  lluyek  or  his  aL:;ent  le  alleni|it  thns  tn 
iiniioso  tlieni  un  the  heaid  as  several. 

Ne.  S4.— 2,000  a,r,v 

A  ii'rant  by  concessiiju,  in  ]"'.•'.),  of  t  we  then  sand  acres  of  land  "to  the  sonlh  of  the  town  of  Mat  an /.as, 
and  until,"  t^c.  Hnycdc's  name  does  not  appear  on  the  list  of  lands  surveyid  iiy  Maridt  in  1801.  It  is 
jdain,  then,  that  at  that  time  ho  had  not  settled  tlieni,  or  that  he  failed  to  survey  theui,  which  wc  consider 
ecjindly  fatal.      The  memorial  to  the  heard  avows  that  they  never  were  surveyed. 

No.  S.5.— 50.000   oeces. 

The  memorial  of  this  parly  to  the  i;-(iverner  in  1S02  and  his  memorial  to  this  hoard  in  IS-JI)  preseid 
a  curious  contrast.  In  lMt2  hi'  says  to  the  o-ovenior:  " 'J'liat,  possessin,i;'  an  increased  number  of  new 
iiegToes,  and  some  white  natives  of  America  desiring-  to  associate  with  him,  &c.,  he  scdieits  50,000  acres 
tif  land  at  Mos(|uito,"  not  wishing-  to  exclude  Ambrose  Hull,  who,  lli(nn/li  Ike))  driven  atcaij  by  the  Indians, 
is  deternuned  to  return  a.<  xoon  n.s  an  increasrd  number  (>f  setllirg  shall  atl'ord  him  protection;  but  adds  "that 
no  obstacle  should  he  allowed  to  prevent  the  .n'rant  to  him,  Ix'cause  grants  ef  the  same  kind  had  been 
made  to  others" — they  "  having  spent  so  uiuch  time  without  taking  any  steps  towards  the  cultivation 
pretended,  any  rigid  Dici/  mni/  liace  had  ^^•  /o.s/."'  The  petitioner  promises  jieremptiu'ily  "  ti.i  make  good  the 
said  establishment  between  this  (July  22,  1S02)  and  the  month  of  next  December;  which  time  being- 
past  it  will  remain  at  your  excellcuc\''s  discretion  to  grant  that  territorj'  to  wdioever  may  ask  hir  it."  lie 
goes  on  to  add:  ''A  considerable  number  of  planters,  whom  the  subscriljer  oS'ers  to  bring  to  that  place, 
will  have  a  sufficient  tield-force  to  i'ullil  the  royal  intentions,  and  renlrain  the  rajiacilij  of  the  Miw/e^  who 
have,  up  to  this  time,  iid'ested  the  plantations  established  to  the  north  (quere,  .south?)  of  this  city." 

T'he  lands  are  granted  on  the  condition  "  that  he  cannot  cede  them  away  without  permission." 

In  his  jietition  for  the  land  he  gives  as  an  inducement  to  the  grant  a  j^ledge  to  repress  the  Indians. 
In  a  memorial  to  us  he  g-ives  as  a  reas(jn  for  not  cultivating  the  lands  the  hostility  of  these  Indians,  U) 
suppress  whom  he  has  |ded,ged  himself.     It  is  too  absurd  fur  argument. 

The  claimant  has  tendered  a  receipit  for  $30  paid  by  him  as  a  tax  on  his  property  in  1803.  This  is  the 
first  time  we  have  learned  that  Spanish  planters  were  assessed  in  taxes. 

Charles  AV.  Clarke  swears  that  Buyck  settled  here  in  1792,  and  was  driven  olf  by  the  savages  in  1800. 
It  appears  that  in  Buyck's  petition  for  land,  No.  84,  that  he  had  lived  at  another  place,  as  he  there  declares 
that  he  had  sold  or  commuted  some  other  lands  of  which  he  speaks. 

.If  the  evidence  is  intended  to  apply  to  either  of  these  cases  Mr.  Clarke  is  mistaken.  The  first  grant 
was  made  in  1799;  but  the  testimony  of  Mr.  ('hirke  is  perfectly  correct  as  explained  by  the  party's 
memorial  in  the  case  alluded  to.  Tlii'se  cases  are  therefore  rejected,  because  the  party  does  not  prove 
Continued  possession,  nor  caji  the  hostility  of  the  savages  be  received  as  an  excuse,  when  the  largest 
grant  made,  if  made  at  all,  was  induced  by  the  promise  of  Buyck  to  suppress  them.  We  will  add  that 
there  is  no  evidence  that  the  grant  of  50,000  acres  was  ever  in  the  office  of  archives;  and  that  Governor 
White  was  not  in  tlie  habit  of  making  large  grants  on  slight  causes. 

No  8ii. — Butjck  and  Dupont,  claimants  for  small  island  of  land. 

Buyck  and  Dupont  ask  leave  "  to  make  linie  and  build  a  liut  on  a  small  island  between  the  twii  bars 
of  the  river  Matanzas." 

The  governor,  Quesada,  in  1794,  granted  the  leave  asked  and  added:  "But  not  to  be  considered  their 
property  until  the  general  survey  takes  p)lace,  when  it  may,  or  may  not,  be  included  in  their  complement, 
if  it  is  fit,  propel',  or  not."  We  follow  the  translation  though  it  seems  a  bad  one.  It  does  nut  appear 
that  any  subsequent  steps  was  taken  in  this  business;  and  on  this  permission  to  make  lime,  with  an  express 
declaration  that  the  property  is  not  granted,  Buyck  claims  the  land.  Such  are  many  of  the  claims  in 
this  office.    It  is  rejected. 

James  MfGirt^  claimant. 

No.  87,  acres  land;  No.  88,  500  acres  land;  No.  89,  300  acres  land;  No.  90,  small  island  of  90 

acres;  No.  91,  500  acres  pine  land;  No.  92, laud;  No.  93,  600  acres  land. 

No.  94.— Z>.  JR-Girt,  the  son. 

In  179(j  an  apiplication  to  take  the  plantation  of  the  widow  Ashley,  then  vacant,  in  exchange  for  those 
which  had  been  granted  to  him  in  1794,  which  he  had  been  compelled  to  abandon.  Decree  "  that  he  might 
take  possession  until  the  survey  was  made  and  his  portion  allotted  to  him." 

No.  88. — 500  acres. 

An  application,  in  1792,  from  McGirt,  wdio  styles  himself  an  old  iidiabitant,  for  several  tracts,  viz: 
300  acres  nine  miles  from  this  place,  on  a  plantation  which  formerly  belonged  to  Governor  Grant;  200 
acres  on  Suwannee  creek,  near  the  other,  and  300  acres  on  Nassau  river,  for  cattle  raising. 

The  governor,  Quesada,  directs  ilarrot  to  survey  to  the  applicant  the  lands  asked  for. 

No.  89.— 300  acres. 

Another  petition  for  300  acres  of  land  on  Bell's  creek,  on  the  St.  Mary's,  "as  a  part  of  the  land  which 
appertains  to  him.''  This  is  in  1793.  Quesada  directed  Marrot  to  report  "  whether  any  lands  ha  1  been 
surveyed  to  McGirt,  and  on  the  propriety  of  the  present  application  specially." 

Marrot  states,  in  his  report,  the  grants  made  in  1792,  as  specified  above  in  No.  88,  which  lands  had 
not  been  surveyed,  and  adds,  "that  in  March  of  the  same  year  he  (McGirt)  was  permitted  to  abaiuhiii 

vol,.  VI 1 1   E 
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the  300  acres  on  Governor  Graut,  and  to  take  in  its  place  300  acres  on  151ack  creek,  wliii-li  John  ^fcQueen 
had  surveyed  to  him."  Marrot  reported  that  "the  place  asked  for  is  vacant,  and  that  the  petitioner  is 
an  old  inhabitant;"  and  Quesada  directed,  "always  according  to  the  number  of  the  family  wliich  the  party 
may  have,  &c.,  let  there  be  measured,"  &c. 

No.  90. — An  idand  of  80  acres. 

The  petitioner  states  that  he  had  by  permission  moved  to  St.  Mary's,  where  he  had  not  land  enough, 
and  solicits  the  grant  of  a  little  island  of  80  acres,  O])posite  his  plantation,  which  had  been  once  ceded  to 
Tlmmas  (Jriar,  wlio  had  abandoned  it.  He  asks  a  further  grant  of  a  piece  of  land  on  the  lower  jiart  of  the 
Hose's  Blulf,  "which  is  ccnivenient  fir  the  cutting  of  materials  for  building  the  houses  he  shall  have  to 
erect."     Tliis  is  in  1798. 

The  engineer  says  there  is  no  objection  to  the  grant  of  the  land  first  asked  for,  but  "that  the  grant 
to  cut  lumber  should  be  limited  to  tlie  quantity  wanted  for  iiis  Imildings."  Thus  it  appears  that  Hose's 
Bhitf  was  not  intended  ti)  be  conveyed  awaj-;  such,  in  every  case  of  mill  grants,  is  the  decree,  viz:  "that 
he  cut  timlier,"  and  yet  in  those  cases  the  land  is  now  claime(l. 

The  governor  directs  the  land  to  he  granted  "  until  his  jinrtion  should  be  allotted,"  and  that  "  the 
pt-rmission  to  cut  timber  should  I'C  limited  as  advised  by  the  engineer." 

No.  91. — 500  acrCK  pine  land. 

In  1799  McGirt  represented  to  Governor  Wliite  tiiat  lie  had  no  jiine  lanil  attached  to  his  tract  on  St. 
Mary's,  and  prayed  that  .')00  a<'res  of  pine  land  tlie  most  convenient  to  his  place  be  granted. 
Pierza  makes  a  note  that  this  land  was  granted  to  John  Lowe  in  1803. 

No.  92, — Fiji- aeres. 


A  permit  to  John  McQueen  and  James  McGirt  to  make  the  exchange  alluded  to  in  No.  89,  and  the 
parties  claim  it  as  a  separate  grant. 

No.  9i.—For  600  acres. 

In  January,  119'2,  Don  Pedro  Marrot  certifies  "that  he  had  measured  to  McGirt  18  cavallerias  (600 
acres  of  land)  at  a  place  called  Andrew's  Point,  on  accinint  of  what  corresponds  to  him,  whose  family 
consists,  according  to  the  oath  taken,  of  14  persons,  to  wit:  husband,  wife,  six  children,  and  si.\  negroes." 
This  tract  is  situated  on  the  river  St.  John's. 

No.  94. — Daniel  McGirt,  the  son. 

From  what  we  can  infer  from  the  phraseology  of  this  party's  memorial  to  Governor  White,  in  1797, 
it  seems  that,  as  he  was  going  to  get  married,  he  wanted  permission  from  the  governor  to  take  a  piece  of 
land  on  the  river  St.  John's,  called  Longs,  formerly  granted  to  his  father,  James. 

The  engineer,  when  it  was  referred  to  him,  reported  that  he  could  not  find  any  grant  (if  the  lands  in 
demand  to  his  father,  but  advises  that  it  be  given  to  Daniel  in  the  usual  manner;  which  is  done. 

James  McGirt's  name  appeal's  nowhere  on  the  list  of  Marrot,  except  on  that  of  1801,  where  he  is  regis- 
tered as  possessing  680  acres  of  land,  in  his  "  statement  of  inhabitants  on  the  rivers  Nassau  and  St. 
Mary's,"  and  his  son  Daniel  for  200  acres  on  the  same  list. 

It  appears  to  the  board,  from  an  examination  of  all  these  cases,  that  James  McGirt  was  an  old  settler. 
The  best  evidence  of  the  quantity  to  which  he  was  entitled  is  to  be  found  in  the  certificate  of  Marrot,  No. 
93.  By  this  it  appears  that  600  acres  w&re  his  just  portion.  These,  by  subsequent  abandonments  and 
exchanges,  were  finally  locatcni  on  St.  Mary's  in  a  tract  of  300  acres,  No.  89,  and  300  on  Nassau,  for  cattle 
raising.  The  other  80  acres,  wiiich  make  up  his  complement  of  680  in  the  list  of  surveys  bj'  Marrot,  is  the 
island  petitioned  for  in  No.  90.  We  are  willing  to  confirm  this  claim  of  James  McGirt  and  his  heirs  to 
680  acres  of  land,  as  surveyed  by  Marrot,  viz:  300  acres  on  Nassau,  No.  88;  300  acres  on  Bell's  creek, 
St.  Mary's,  No.  89;  the  island  of  80,  opposite  thereto.  No.  90. 

McGirt  states  that  he  was  an  old  settler  in  1792;  he  is  so  termed  by  Marrot;  and  in  1801  he  is  found 
on  those  tracts  in  the  general  survey. 

The  exchanges  from  place  to  place  were,  some  by  compulsion  and  all  by  permission.  It  is  fair  to 
infer  that  he  lived  out  the  term  of  ten  years,  and  became  entitled  to  the  land. 

The  land  granted  to  Daniel  McGirt  in  1797  was  on  St.  John's;  in  1801,  at  th.e  general  survey,  he  is 
on  the  St.  Mary's.     lie  has  not  jiroved  the  duration  of  his  possession,  and  it  is  rejected. 

No.  95. — Sarah  Tate,  claimant  for  450  acres  of  land. 

These  are  the  same  lands  confirmed  to  George  Anderson.  It  will  appear,  by  reference  to  the  printed 
reports  of  the  land  commissioners  of  East  Florida,  that  the  claimant's  ancestor,  Edward  Tate,  in  1811 
represented  to  the  governor  that  he  had  been  employed  so  long  at  Picolata;  that  he  had  lost  his  buildings 
erected  at  Tomoca,  on  this  land,  granted  in  1803,  aiid  that  they  Cthe  Tomoca  lands)  were  granted  to  Sans 
as  vacant  lands.  He  therefore  prays  his  excellency  to  grant  him,  in  place  thereof,  450  acres  of  land  on 
the  river  St.  John's.  This  grant  on  the  St.  John's  was  made  accordingly,  and  confirmed  to  claimant  on 
the  22d  January,  1824,  and  now  the  Tales  claim  both.     It  is  absurd;  this'claim  is  rejected. 

No.  96. — John  B.  Gaudry,  claimant  for  3,000  acres  of  land. 

On  the  6th  of  October,  1817,  the  claimant,  by  his  attorney.  B.  de  Castro  y  Ferrer,  petitioned  for  3,000 
acres  at  Spring  Garden,  having  a  family  and  seventy-five  negro  slaves.  The  governor  granted  the  land 
on  the  8th,  with  the  proviso  "  that,  as  soon  as  he  should  make  it  appear  that  he  is  in  possession,  and  cul- 
tivates it  without  intermission,  the  title  of  property  shall  be  issued  to  him,  agreeably  to  the  survej'  and 
plat  which  the  surveyor  shall  present."     Two  months  afterwards   it  was  surveyed  by  McIIardy.     Seven 
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nioiitlis  (Viim  tiic  rl.ife  of  II10  cdiicossiim  flic  clainiaiit,  by  Iiis  ailcinicy,  .■i;j,':uii  r(']U'i'si'iitcil  tn  the  jj,'nvcriiiii- 
tliat  Ir'  li.'iil  ix'l'lnrniril  thr  fnililitioiis;,  au'l  |H>liliiiiicil  Imi-  a  lull  liljiv 

lit'  temlcrs  srvcral  \\  itnesscs  tn  |iimvi'  tlir  cut  11  pat  ion  am!  riill  i\  mI  Jmh,  with  w  liicli  llir  u'l  acninr  srcnis 
perfectly  satislicd.  as,  by  his  clccrcc  nl'  tlic  1  tl  li  nl'  the  saiiii'  imuilli,  in-  |ii  niiniiiicrs  il  |iin\rcl  "  llial  rlaiinant 
liail  cniiiplieil  with  the  conilitinns  ini|iiisi<il  mi  him,"  aial  iliii'c-ls  "that,  in  \  ii  t  uc  i,|' tin  r,  .yal  onlc|- ;j,-iaiitin,i;- 
laiuls  tn  new  settlers,  a  full  title  shall  lie  exi'cuti'il  In  him,  areurdiiij;-  tn  l!ic  piul  ami  survey." 

We  have  lVc(|uently  decided  that  where  the  dale  nf  the  (Miires.--i(iii  weidd  admit  thi'  lu'esiimptinn  that 
the  [larty  had  livi'd  nut  his  ten  years  nii  the  land,  a  myal  title,  nr  any  nthei-  aet  dnue  liv  thi'  L;'nverunr, 
thnu.e'h  subseipient  tn  the  '24th  nf  danuavy,  IMS,  wnuld  be  received  by  this  Imaul  as  cnuclusive  pninf  tn 
show  that  the  claimant  had  peidnrme(l  the  cnnilitinns,  and  cultivated  the  land;  but  when  the  eniicessinn  is 
dated  in  Uctnber,  it  is  mere  ninekery,  in  the  subse(|uent  May,  to  talk  nf  cnutmued  eultivatinn.  On  the  tirst 
organization  of  the  board  of  coinmissinners,  in  18-23,  the  claimant,  in  his  nninniial,  reprc'sented  himsidf  as 
"a  resident  of  Gcor,!j,-ia  ;"  it  is  evident,  then,  tliat  in  1S22  nr  182o  he  had  aliandnneil  tin-  land,  and  as  tlie 
governor's  power  to  make  .i^-rants  on  the  24th  .lanuary,  18IS,  was  cuided  by  thi'  treaty,  this  1  laini  rests 
upon  the  concession  alone;  and,  althoiip^-h  the  e-nvciMKU-  was  satislicd  with  llie  jirnnf  befnre  him,  it  enn- 
viiices  us  that  the  claimant  liveil  but  a  few  rnnnths  nii  the  lain],  and  he  theii'I'nre  must  lose  it. 

Xo.  (17. — Prlrr  Jfi/rlicll,  i-Ioiiiiont   for  r)."iO  oi-rrs  of  hniil. 

The  memorial  of  P.  Mitchell  to  this  board  states  that  in  isi;;  this  tract  of  laml  was  granted  in  abso 
lute  property  to  John  Mcf'lure  by  Governor  Kimlerlan,  and  that  the  royal  title,  to,<i;ether  with  the  survey 
made  by  John  Pureell  in  1811,  are  on  file  in  the  office  of  [lublic  archives  of  this  city.  He  further  states 
that  this  tract  of  land,  on  the  demise  of  J.  McUlure,  was,  by  his  le.i^-al  representatives,  conveyed  to  George 
Atkinson,  in  trust  for  the  house  of  (.'arnookau  &  Mitchell,  of  which  Peter  Mitchell  is  a  partner. 

There  are  but  two  documents  tiled  in  this  case:  The  certificate  of  George  F.  Glarke,  to  which  wi'  shall 
jircsenfly  refer,  and  the  survey  made  by  Peter  Mitchell  himself,  in  1823,  of  yoO  acres  of  land  on  the  river 
Ocklewaha.  If  there  was  a  royal  title  fn  .MctJlure,  it  has  nnt  bi'cn  brought  to  this  office.  It  seems,  frnni 
the  certificate  nf  Clarke,  abnve  alluded  tn,  that  the  title  of  Mct'lure,  in  tlie  wording,  embraced  the  whole 
of  the  land  on  which  stood  the  fortilications,  town,  and  commons  of  Fernandina.  Clarke  says,  in  1813, 
when  hy  the  commission  of  the  ,g'overnment  he,  Clarke,  was  eng-iiieer  of  the  fortilications  and  distributor 
of  the  town  lots  of  that  place,  McOlure  stopped  his  progress  by  exhibiting  his  title  to  the  soil.  On  this 
Clarke  wrote  to  Cxovcrnnr  Kinderlan,  and  received  the  f  illowin.g  answer  : 

"I  am  surprised  that  Don  John  McClure  should  have  stepped  you  in  the  measurement  of  lots,  which 
has  been  committed  to  your  charge  by  government.  lie  never  ennld  have  sup|)nseil  that  the  title  given 
him  could  be  ('/)  injur\'  to  the  lands  that  were  previously  destined  for  the  habitations  of  thi.ise  who  settled 
in  the  town  of  Fernandina.  Therefore  yon  will  warn  him,  by  my  onler,  to  desist  from  embarrassing,  in 
anywise,  your  functions  therein;  and  inform  him  that  if  he  has  anything  to  alle.tre  in  support  of  his  ri.ii'ht 
before  a  competent  tribunal,  (that  is,  in  case  he  lias  sustained  injury  liy  the  establishment  of  said  settle- 
ment,) on  theKC  bein.g  made  manifest,  he  will  be  ciimjiensated  b_v  an  equal  iiuantity  of  laml,  in  a  convenient 
place,  witliout  injury  to  a  third  person." 

Clarke  further  certifies  that  some  time  after  this  John  McClure  having  died,  his  cousin,  another  John 
McClure.  came  to  Florida,  and  obtained  an  order  for  the  sale  of  all  the  projierfy  of  the  deceased;  this  tract 
was  advertised  amongst  the  rest  of  deceased's  property.  Clarke  forbade  the  sale,  and  the  commandant  of 
that  place  having-  failed  to  interpose  when  re(iuircd  so  to  do  by  Clarke,  the  governor,  Coppin.ger,  was 
again  applied  to.  This  is  in  ilarch,  ISlti;  in  .April  of  the  same  year  Coppinger  writes  the  following  letter 
to  the  civil  and  military  commandant  of  that  place,  with  a  copy  of  which  Clarke  was  furnish(.'d:  "Having 
been  informed  on  the  2Sth  of  last  month  by  Don  George  Clarke,  surveyor,  i.\:c.,  at  Fernandina,  resju'Cting 
the  sale  of  ilcClure's  plantation,  &c.,  I  reipiire  that  you  comply  exactly  with  the  order  of  tiie  19th  Julj^ 
1813,  passed  to  the  aforesaid  survej'or  hy  my  predecessor,  permitting  the  sale  to  take  place  only  as  to 
those  lands  that  are  not  wanted  nor  comprehended  in  the  settlement  and  fortifications  thereof,  and  make 
known  to  the  person  interested  that  he  is  to  direct  his  recourse  to  tliis  government,  who  will  compensate 
liim  for  the  land  of  which  he  is  dismembered  with  an  equal  portion  in  any  vacant  place  that  may  suit  him, 
without  injury  to  a  third  person." 

Clarke  further  certifies  "that  in  1821,  F.  Bethune,  on  the  part  of  the  claimants,  petitioned  the  gov- 
ernor for  550  acres  of  land,  in  'compensation'  of  the  defalcation  of  said  tract  of  land,  which  part  he  aban- 
dons, with  all  his  ri,ghts,  for  the  public  good  of  said  town." 

To  this  memorial  Coppinger  answers,  in  a  private  letter  to  Clarke,  "that  he  was  officially  informed  of 
the  transfer  of  the  province  to  the  United  States,  and  could  not  make  the  grant." 

Clarke  says  that  this  quantity  of  550  acres  was  rather  more  in  amount  than  McClure  had  lost,  but 
from  his  knowledge  of  the  sentiments  on  this  subject  of  both  the  governors,  Kinderlan  and  Coppinger,  he 
is  fully  conlident  that  it  would  have  been  granted  if  applied  for  in  time,  without  hesitati(jn;  and  he  says 
further,  that  if  he  had  been  called  on,  as  surveyor  general,  by  the  representatives  of  John  McClure,  "to 
survey  to  him  this  amount  for  the  further  approbation  and  formalization  of  the  same  by  , government,  he 
would  liave  done  so,  as  he  more  than  once  offered  to  dn.'"  Fmm  this  it  appears  evident  that  the  parties 
were  entitled  to  some  land,  as  McCliire's  representatives,  from  the  Spanish  government,  but  they  have 
neglected  to  avail  themselves  of  their  privilege  until  it  was  too  late;  and  if  Governor  Coppinger,  in  1821, 
thought  that  he  had  no  power  to  make  the  grant,  in  1823  Peter  Mitchell  had  no  power  to  make  the  loca- 
tion.    It  is  rty'ected. 

Xo.  98. — Hihberson  &  Yunge,  claimants  for  45  acres  of  land. 

This  is  Aguilar's  certificate,  that,  on  the  25th  January,  1810,  the  governor  granted  this  land,  near  the 
military  post  of  Amelia  island,  and  authorized  John  Pureell  to  survey  it.  It  does  not  appear  that  it  was 
surveyed,  nor  is  there  proof  of  cultivation.     It  is  rejected. 

No.  99. — Roherl  Hutchinson,  claimant  fur  150  acres  of  land  on  Little  St.  Marys  swamp. 

This  claim  is  for  150  acres.  In  support  of  it  he  presents  a  certificate  of  Aguilar  that  on  the  13th 
February,  1810,  450  acres  were  granted  him  as  head  rights. 

There  is  no  evidence  of  cultivation,  and  no  reason  given  for  the  loss  of  the  original.     It  is  rejected. 
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No.  100. — Samuel  King,  claimant  for  300  acres  of  land. 

This  land  lies  on  the  sontli  tsiilo  of  the  river  Nassau,  almut  10  miles  from  its  month.  In  1804  the 
apiilication  was  made  to  (icn'ernor  Wiiite,  "on  account  of  the  death  of  Margaret  Carter,  wIki  elaiined  said 
land  as  be'onf,nng-  to  her  deceased  husband,  James  Sample."  The  g-overnor  directed  him  to  Ijold  possession 
of  the  land,  300  acres,  and  the  cmicession  to  be  considered  as  in  force  from  March  9,  1803.  This  grant  is 
made  under  the  royal  order  of  1790;  and  no  cultivation  being  proved,  it  is  rejected. 

No.  101. — The  leidow  and  heirs  of  Anlonio  Martinez,  claimants  for  70  acres  of  land  on  Moultrie  creek. 

This  grant  was  made  on  tlie  3d  June,  1806,  by  concession  from  Governor  White,  and  was  surveyed 
by  James  Purcell  in  the  following  July.     It  is  for  "head  rights,"  without  proof  of  cultivatinn.     Rejected. 

No.  102. — Boh.  I'ritchard^s  heirs,  claimants  for  700  acres  of  land  at  Goldsbfs  lake. 

This  is  Aguilar's  certificate,  dated  in  the  year  1800.  White  decreed  that  the  land  should  be  granted 
"  until,  according  to  the  number  of  persons  he  may  have  for  its  cultivation,  there  be  allotted  him  that  whicii 
he  is  entitled  to." 

It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  No.  21  of  report  A,  that  in  1S08,  upon  a  full  hearing  of  the  whole 
matter.  Governor  White  directed  270  acres  to  be  granted  to  the  widow  of  R.  Pritchard,  "that  being  the 
whole  amount  to  which,  from  the  number  of  her  family-,  black  and  white,  she  was  entitled."  That  amount 
has  been  contirnied  to  her. 

Tins  tract  of  land  was  surveyed  by  George  Clarke  in  1819;  and  three  witnesses  swear  that  the  claimant 
lived  on  the  south  side  of  Goldsby's  lake,  on  a  tract  said  to  contain  700  acres.  The  270  acres  confirmed 
are  at  the  same  jjlace,  on  the  soutli  side  of  Goldsby's  lake,  and  on  tiiis  the  claimants  have  resided. 
Governor  White  thought  theui  entitled  to  270  acres  of  land  only;  and  this  claim  is  rejected. 

No.  103. — Gachalan  Vass,  claimant  for  2.50  acres  of  land,  Pablo  creek. 

In  1793  this  land  was  surveyed  bj-  Marrot.  He  does  not  prove  possession  for  the  ten  years  required, 
and  it  is  rejected. 

No.  104. — James  Tool,  claimant  for  945  acres  of  land  in  Graham^s  swamp. 

A.  permission  in  1803,  by  Governor  White,  to  have  the  lands  wliich  correspond  t(j  him;  no  further  steps 
seem  to  have  been  taken  in  the  case.     No  proof  of  his  family,  of  survey,  or  of  cultivation.     It  is  rejected. 

No.  105. — Francis  Triay,  claimant  for acres  of  land  on  the  North  river. 

A  concession  in  the  usual  form  in  1802,  without  proof  of  cultivation.     Rejected. 

No.  106. —  William  Iravers,  claimant  for  100  acres  of  land  on  Potshurg  creelc. 
Concession  in  1799  to  John  ^McQueen,  without  proof  of  cultivation.     Rejected. 

No.  107. — Isaac  Tucker,  claimant  for  200  acres  of  land. 

This  is  Aguilar's  certificate:  "That  in  1804  the  claimant  petitioned  f<jr  200  acres  of  land,  and 
Governor  White  gave  him  but  100  acres,  declaring  that  to  be  all  to  which  he  was  entitled."  The  grant, 
if  made   at  all,  lies  on   the  river  St.  Mary's.     In  1817   George  Clarke  surveyed  this  land,  on   the  river 

St.  John's,  at  a  place  called ■,  two  miles  below  the  Cowford;  and  in  1821  George  Clarke  changed 

the  location  to  another  point  upon  the   same  river.     There  is  no  proof  of  cultivation,  and   we   cannot 
confirm  it. 

No.  108. — Gabriel  Triay,  claimant  for  Key  Vacas. 

Concession  dated  January  2,  1818,  for  military  services.  The  title  of  the  United  States  to  this  key 
was  relinquished  by  the  board  of  land  commissioners  to  some  other  claimant. 

No.  109. — Farquhar  Bethune,  claimant  for  172  ac7-es  of  land. 

This  land  is  situated  on  Amelia  island,  near  the  lands  of  Thomas  Yonge,  on  Egan's  creek. 

The  evidence  of  title  is  a  concession  made  by  Estrada,  on  August  25,  1815,  under  the  order  of  1790. 
Tlic  application  of  Bethune  is  for  100  acres  of  land,  and  this  is  the  quantity  ceded;  but  George  J.  F. 
Clarke,  on  December  13,  1818,  in  the  plenitude  of  his  power,  surveyed  to  Bethune  172  acres.  Clarke, 
produced  as  a  witness  before  the  board,  has  deposed  that  Bethune  did  cultivate  the  land  during  the  time 
that  it  was  ctmsidered  his  property. 

It  appears  from  this  affidavit,  and  the  survey  of  Clarke  already  spoken  of,  that  the  one  hundred  acres 
on  Amelia  island  had  been  taken  from  Bethune  by  the  government,  and  the  survey  of  Clarke  was  made  on 
St.  Mary's  river  in  lieu  thereof.     Clarke's  survey,  then,  is  too  late,  and  the  claim  is  rejected. 

No.  110. — Thomas  Backhouse,  claimant  for  500  acres  of  land  on  Indian  river. 

A  grant  by  royal  title,  made  on  the  20th  June,  1818,  for  services.  Rejected.  We  believe  this  to  be 
the  same  claim  as  No.  4  of  tiiis  report. 

No.  111. —  Wm.  II.  G.  Saunde7-s,  claimant  for  1,200  acres  of  land,  St.  John's  river. 

On  the  10th  September,  1791,  Governor  Quesada  made  to  John  Saunders,  ancestor  of  the  claimant, 
a  concession  for  the  land  in  question. 
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This  i.s  line  of  tlir  lirst  L;r;uits  iiuule  lUuliT  the  (inh'i-  of  IT.H),  ainl  ilill'i  rs  iiKitcrially  in  its  [ihrascnldyy 
from  thu  ablu'eviatod  cuncL'ssiuus  siil'.sei|iiriitly  atln[itcil.  It  CLiiiiuiriici's  in  thi-  usual  tunii,  and  I'hIIdws 
the  rorniulitics  ul'  a  royal  litlf.  It  graiits  and  coni'L'di's  tiic  land  in  iMT|ictuity,  and  thou  attaches  tlio 
following  conditions:  "That  Saunders  shall,  within  two  yi'ars,  liuild  a  house  proportioned  to  his  means; 
that  he  shall  clean  and  clear  the  land  for  the  purpose  (jf  cultivating;-;  ami  that  he  shall  have,  within  the 
term  of  throe  years,  at  least  five  head  of  horned  cattle  for  every  lifty  acres  of  land  not  tit  for  cultiva- 
tion." &c.;  "  and  tinally,  althoug'h  this  donation  and  concession  is  made  in  pi'rpetuity,  the  donee  or  his 
heirs  cannot  alienate  or  transfer  the  said  lands  to  any  other  owner  until  the  ten  years  of  possession  ho 
passed,  and  even  then  the  lirst  sale  must  in:  executed  with  pernnssion  of  the  g'overnnient,  and  in  any 
other  way  it  should  be  null,"  i^c. 

The  governor  proceeds  to  say:  "ruder  the  said  conditions,  and  not  without  tln/m,  1  ceile,  renounce, 
and  transfer  the  said  land,"  iVc.  -Mary  Carney,  the  witness  produced  on  the  part  of  the  claimant,  deposes 
that  John  Saunders,  the  grantee,  in  the  years  I'ilO  and  ITitl,  with  his  family  and  a  pretty  large  number 
of  negroes,  lived  on  the  land  claimed,  built  houses  thereon,  and  made  one  crop;  and  that  in  17(11  he  was 
compelled  to  leave  it,  in  conseipience  of  the  disturbances  upon  the  river.  On  the  1  Itii  of  Septend)er, 
1792,  we  hear  from  Saunders  again.  In  a  memorial  to  the  governor  he  then  represented  the  place,  called 
Russellton,  the  one  now  claimed,  "  as  very  noxious  to  the  health,  as  well  from  the  greater -part  being 
infested  by  corrupted  vapors,  wliii'h  aie  exhaled  tVoni  the  putrid  waters  of  the  swamps  and  lakes  which 
surround  it,  as  also  from  the  many  insects  eng'endered  in  the  marshes,"  iVc.  lie  says,  nKjreover,  that 
"the  health  of  his  family  is  deteriorated,  their  bodies  oppressed  ami  trouliled  with  swellings,  and 
threatened  with  dropsy;"  wherefore  he  prays  "the  benignant  heart  of  the  governor,  condoling  with  his 
deplorable  state,  to  grant  him,  in  exchange,  an  eijual  quantity  of  land  on  the  Mosquito."  Tlie  governor, 
on  the  reception  of  Captain  ilarrot's  report,  "  that  the  laud  at  Itussellton  is  surrounded  by  putrid  waters," 
directed  Marrot  to  survey  to  him  an  ecjual  (juantity  at  the  place  solicited.  In  17'J0  Saunders,  for  mal- 
practices against  the  government,  was  banished  the  province;  and  a  few  years  afterwards,  as  we  believe, 
the  most  of  this  tract  was  granted  to  another  as  vacant  land.  Since  the  change  of  llags  the  ju'esent 
claimant,  the  son  of  John,  has  moved  into  the  territ<u-3',  and  taken  [K.jssessioii  of  the  place. 

Such  is  the  history  of  this  case.  So  far  as  these  lands  have  been  regranted,  the  parties  litigant  have 
their  remedy  at  law;  so  far  as  they  have  not,  the  claim  of  Saunders  is  rejected:  First,  because  tiie  title 
under  which  he  claims  is  a  bare  concession  to  his  father,  with  conditii>iis  attached  which  were  never 
performed;  for  although  the  houses  were  completed,  nothing  else  was  done;  secondly,  because  the  party 
himself  solicited  an  exchange,  which  was  granted  him;  thirdly,  because  he  was  banisln'd  and  his  lands 
thereby  forfeited;  and  fourthly,  because,  by  the  testimony  of  his  own  witness,  lie  lived  but  I'Ue  year 
upon  the  land;  and  if  there  had  been  no  exchange,  no  malpractice,  and  no  Ijanishment,  this  would  be 
insufficient  to  justify  us  in  coulirming  this  claim. 

No.  112. —  William    Trovers,  agent  of   Yelluicli/,  i-laiman(  for  500  aovg  of  land. — No.  113. —  JVilliant   l>ry, 
elaunanl  for  1,000  acres  of  land. — Nos.  114  and  115. — ,Same.     Lois  in  SI.  Auyasline. 

These  are  all  British  claims,  which  seem  not  to  have  been  recognized  by  the  Spanish  government, 
and  must  be  rejected. 

No.  112  was  granted  by  Governor  Tonyn  in  April,  1777.  It  lies  in  Derbin's  swamp,  three-fiurths  of 
a  mile  east  of  the  river  St.  John's. 

No.  113  was  granted  to  Alexander  Gray  by  James  Grant  in  February,  1771.  It  lies  on  the  east  fork 
of  Diego  river,  and  was  sold  by  Gray  to  the  present  claimant  in  1775. 

The  other  two  are  for  lots  in  this  city,  claimed  by  Dry,  a  British  subject  ;   they  are  all  rejected. 

No.  11(5. — Andreio  Alkinson,  claimanl  for  100  aeres  of  land. 

This  land  is  claimed  by  concession,  dated  in  February,  1792,  "as  necessary  to  complete  the  number 
of  acres  belonging  to  his  family."  It  lies  near  St.  Vincent  Ferrer.  There  is  no  evidence  of  cultivation, 
and  it  must  be  rejected. 

No.  117. — The  heirs  of  Antonio  Andreic,  elainmnls  for  500  acres  of  land 

In  179'fi  these  lands  were  granted  under  the  royal  order  of  1700.  There  is  no  numbi-r  of  acres  specified 
in  the  memorial  of  the  party,  or  in  the  decree  of  the  governor.     The  lands  lie  at  New  Smyrna. 

Two  witnesses  have  been  sworn.  George  Clarke  says  that  the}',  the  claimants,  were  a  number  of 
years  settled  on  the  land,  and  were  driven  ofl",  about  thirty  years  ago,  by  the  Indians.  Lorenzo  Capella, 
the  other  witness,  seems  to  be  more  minutely  informed  on  the  subject.  He  says  the  claimants  were 
settled  on  the  land  and  made  one  crop,  and  were  ready  to  make  a  second,  when  the  Indians  forced  them 
to  aband(_>n  it.  These  depositions  were  taken  in  the  year  year  1827  ;  thirty  years  ago  will  bring  us  back 
to  1797.  The  concession  was  made  in  1796,  one  year  before.  This  proves  conclusively  that  Mr.  Clark 
was  mistaken  in  supposing  tlie  family  had  lived  on  the  land  a  number  of  years,  and  that  Capella  is  cor- 
rect in  saying  that  they  left  after  one  year. 

This  board  has  always  decided  that  one  j-ear's  cultivation,  whatever  might  be  the  cause  of  abandon- 
ment, would  not  justify  us  in  confirming  a  claim.     It  is  rejected. 

No.  118. — John  Jones,  claimant  for  500  acres  rf  land. 

The  concession  under  the  royal  order  of  1790,  "until  the  qnantitj-  to  which  lie  is  entitled  shall  be 
surveyed  to  him,"  is  dated  February  11,  1801.  ilarrot's  list  of  the  inhabitants  on  St.  John's  of  February 
27,  1801,  does  not  contain  his  name.  Tliere  is  no  evidence  of  cultivation,  and  it  is  rejected.  One  hundred 
acres  have  been  already  confirmed  to  John  Jones,  report  (No.  4  and  No.  31)  of  1828,  this  session  ;  and 
we  imagine  this  to  be  the  same  person,  and  all  the  land  to  which  he  is  entitled. 

1  No.  119. — Ezeliel  Tucker,  claimant  for  150  acres  of  land. 

This  land  lies  on  the  river  Nassau,  at  a  place  called  Tucker's  Creek.  It  was  granted  b}-  Governor 
Coppinger  by  concession  dated  March  18,  1817,  under  the  order  of  1790. 

The  claimant  has  [iroduced  no  evidence  of  cultivation,  and  it  is  rejected. 
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No.  120. — Slcphen  Eiihank,  claimant  for  255  acres  of  laud. 

Tlipro  is  ;i  concession  for  this  land  sig-ned  by  Governor  White,  and  dated  FeVjruary  4,  1806.  Tlie  only 
description  of  the  land  in  the  ]iajier  presented  to  us  is  "that  it  is  bounded  on  the  east  by  lands  granted 
to  E.  Tucker." 

The  concession  of  White  required  that  the  part}'  should  cstablisli  liimself  on  the  land  within  one 
month.     There  is  no  proof  tluit  lie  did  sii,  or  that  he  possessed  it  subsei[Ucutly.     It  is  rejected. 

No.  121. — I'aiil  Dupont,  claimant  for  3,000  acrci;  of  land. 

This  land  lies  at  Sprin;;-  (rarden.  The  basis  of  the  claim  is  this:  A  concession  from  Governor  Cop- 
liiuR-er,  dated  October  8,  1817,  in  virtue  of  the  loyal  (irder  of  171)0  ;  a  certificate  of  survey,  December  8, 
1S17  ;  .-i  memorial  for  an  absolute  title,  dated  May  1),  1810  ;  and  a  decree  for  taking  testimonj'  to  prove 
settlement  and  cultivation,  ttig'ether  with  the  testimony  of  Robert  Mcllardy,  A.  ISurgevin,  and  Fr.  Fer- 
reira,  of  the  same  date.  Then  follows  the  decree  of  the  governor  for  an  absolute  title,  and  the  title  itself 
made  oji  the  same  day.  May  14,  1818. 

It  will  appear  by  reference  to  No.  80  of  this  report  that  the  governor,  about  this  time,  had  granted 
another  tract  of  the  same  quantity  to  the  same  individual. 

This  claim  is  almost  precisely  similar  to  that  of  John  B.  Gaudry,  reported  (No.  96)  above,  and  for 
the  reasons  given  there,  to  which  we  refer,  it  is  rejected. 

No.  122. — M.  Villalonr/a,  claimant  for  10  acres  of  land. 

No.  123. — Same,  6  acres  of  land. 

Thomas  Aguilar  certifies  that,  on  a  favorable  report  of  the  commandant  of  engineers.  Governor  White, 
on  tlie  24th  of  October,  IbOl,  granted  10  acres  of  land  to  the  claimant,  without  the  gates  of  St.  Augustine, 
and  within  the  1,500  j'ards,  on  the  usual  conditions. 

No.  123  is  also  a  certificate  of  Y\gnilar,  that  on  the  10th  of  November,  1790,  Quesada  granted  to  the 
claimant  three  acres  of  land,  which  he  possessed  during  the  British  dominion,  "at  a  place  called  Marcazaz;" 
and  on  the  24th  of  November,  1804,  Governor  White  granted  to  the  same  individual  three  acres  more  at 
the  same  place. 

As  there  is  iKjtliing  in  these  eases  but  the  certificate  of  Aguilar,  we  cannot  confirm  (hem. 

No.  124. — Palilo  F.  Fontaine,  claimant  for  3,000  acres  ffland. 

This  land  is  situated  on  Vackasasa  creek,  aliout  ten  leagues  southwest  of  Alachua.  It  purports  to 
have  been  granted  for  military  services  on  the  15th  of  May,  1815.  This  paper  is  not  filed  in  the  otfice  of 
the  archives,  where  it  should  certainly  have  been  f  mud  if  tlie  claim  is  genuine.  The  paper  presented  to 
us  is  claimed  to  be  the  original,  and  jiroof  of  the  signature  of  Kinderlan  was  tendered  to  this  board,  but 
not  received. 

We  have  rejected  this  claim  l)ecause  we  do  not  think  it  genuine,  and  fir  the  f illowing  reasons: 

The  first  is,  that  the  land  did  lie  within  the  Indian  Imundary,  within  which  grants  were  seldom  made 
by  the  S[)anish  g(.iveriiors. 

Secondly,  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  little^  at  that  time  was  known  of  the  country  so  much  removed 
from  the  sea-coast  as  this. 

Thirdly,  and  above  all,  the  grant  is  dated  on  the  15th  of  May,  1815,  by  authority  of  a  royal  order  of 
March  29  preceding,  which  was  transmitted  from  Madrid  bj'  way  of  Havana,  and  communicated  to  the 
governor  of  this  place  by  the  captain  general,  Apodaca,  by  a  letter  bearing  date  on  the  7th  of  July,  1815, 
nearly  two  months  after  the  date  of  the  grant. 

No.  125. — Jacob  Worldly,  claimant  for  undefined  acres  of  land. 

There  is  no  evidence  of  title  in  this  case.  In  November,  1806,  Worldly  makes  an  application  to 
Governor  White  to  grant  him  on  Trout  creek  the  number  of  acres  which  migdit  correspond  to  him  and  his 
family.  Governor  ^Vhite  in  the  same  month  directed  William  Lawrence  to  report  whether  or  not  Worldly 
possessed  and  cultivated  the  lands  which  he  claimed.  One  year  afterwards  Lawrence  made  a  favorable 
report  of  this  fact,  and  here  the  matter  seems  to  have  rested.  As  there  is  no  proof  in  the  office  to  show 
that  any  subsequent  steps  were  taken  to  consummate  the  title,  and  as  this  claim  was  filed  here  on  the  12th 
of  November,  1828,  it  is  rejected. 

No.  126. — Ezckicl  Tucker,  claimant  for  100  acres  of  land. 

In  1805  Tucker,  re|iresenting  himself  as  an  American  citizen,  applied  to  Governor  White  for  200  acres 
of  land,  about  sixty-five  miles  north  of  this  city,  and  twenty  south  of  St.  Mary's,  at  a  place  called  Nassau. 
(Joveinor  White  directed  that  100  acres  should  be  granted,  on  this  condition,  amongst  others:  "That  he 
should  establish  himself  upon  it  within  the  term  of  si.x  months."  There  is  no  proof  tliat  he  did  so  then,  or 
at  any  subsequent  period;  and  we  doubt  whether  Governor  White  would  have  granted  land  to  an  xVmerican 
citizen  in  the  face  of  a  royal  order  which  forbid  it.  This,  too,  as  well  as  No.  125,  was  filed  in  this  office  on 
the  12th  of  November  last;  and  for  all  of  these  reasons,  either  of  which  would  be  amply  sufficient,  it  is 
rejected. 

No.  127. — Pedro  Peso  de  Bunjo,  claimant  for  400  acres  of  land. 

The  grant  to  this  land  is  dated  April  15,  1815;  it  is  therefore  bad.  It  was  made  for  military  services, 
and  is  situated  at  St.  Vincent  Ferrer,  on  the  river  St.  John's.     Rejected. 

No.  128. — Hannah  Smith,  claimant  for  400  acres  of  land. 

In  1817  the  claimant  applied  to  Governor  Coj)piiigcr  for  400  acres  on  Deep  creek,  under  the  order  of 
1790,  and  they  were  conceded. 
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It  do<>s  nut  appear  that  the  clainiant  lias  i-\rv  rulti\ati'(l  the  laml  .lames  Hall,  in  whose  veiaeilv,  as 
it  will  appear  hv  mir  re|iiirt  oi' the  last  session,  we  place  nn  <-iiiilii|enee,  has  sworn,  j^'eiierally,  that  the  slate 
of  the  coiuitry  was  siieli  at  tlii'  date  ol' the  coneession  as  to  make  it  i-lanf;'erons  to  loi'ate  a  settlement;  Imt 
it  does  not  appear  tliat  since  the  chan.^'e  of  lla.t;-s  Mrs.  Smith  has  made  the  attempt,  as  \>\  the  provisions  of 
the  treat}'  with  Spain  it  was  lier  dnty  to  do      It  is  tlierefore  rejected. 

No.  1-29. — Chuiifs  Gnhn-t,  rUiiinaiit  fur  2, 000  h-ws  i./'lnm!. 

In  Novendior,  1804,  Charles  Ccd)ert  ]>reseiited  a  memorial  to  (lovernor  While,  in  which  he  avowed  his 
determination  to  cultivate  coftee  in  the  province,  and  applieil  lor  'J. 000  acres  of  land  siliialid  on  Dunn's 
island,  about  ten  miles^soutli  of  a  [ilace  called  Kallstown,  east  side  of  St.  .h'hn's  rixcr.  in  liui'  ol  I'.ooo  acres 
theretofore  granted  him  at  Mosquito.  The  decree  of  the  goveriioi-  is  that  the  land  shall  he  L^iaiitcd.  with 
the  same  t-onditions  under  which  Draytim's  island  was  granted  to  (ieorge  ."-ililiald.  "  sp(  i-ilVing  said 
conditions  in  the  certificate  which  shall  be  issued  to  him  from  the  si'cretarv's  oHice." 

This  claim  should  be  rejet'ted  for  uncertainty;  the  certilicate  spoken  of  should  have  been  prodm'ed, 
and  this  uncertainty  woidd  have  been  removed. 

We  have  e.xaudiied  the  grant  of  Drayton's  island  to  Sibbald,  wliicii  was  acted  on  liy  the  board  of 
land  comndssioners,  and  find  their  decree  to  lie  in  the  following  words:  " 'I'he  board  having  ascertained 
that  tliis  claim  is  covered  by  a  British  grant,  they  therefore  order  that  it  be  repoiteil  to  Congress  for  their 
determination."  From  this  decree  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  ascertain  thi'  nature  of  the  grant  to 
Sibbald;  we  have,  therefore,  deemed  it  our  duty  to  look  into  the  .grant  itself.  'I'he  original  concession 
specifying  the  particular  ci.mditions  is  not  before  us.  But  the  royal  title  made  to  Kingsley,  the  pnichaser 
from  Sibbald,  in  lSl.i,  presents  the  following  facts  in  the  case:  first,  that  the  land  was  granteil  to  (ieorge 
Sibbald,  in  1S04,  under  the  royal  order  of  1790:  secondly,  that  the  lands  wert'  adjud.uxMl  to  Kin.gsli'v  by  a 
decree  of  the  g'overnment  in  iSI  I  ;  and  thirdly,  in  the  language  of  the  instrument  of  the  title,  "consid- 
ering' that  he  has  already  passed  more  than  ten  years  of  uninterrupted  possession  to  obtain  the  useful 
and  direct  dominion  of  the  said  island  of  Drayton,  made  buildin.gs  on  it,  cultivated  it,  and  finally  coULplicd 
with  all  the  other  conditions  established  by  the  government  f(.ir  .grants  and  concessions  of  this  nat\n-e," 
the  royal  title  aforesaid  was  granted  him.  From  all  this,  it  appears  that  these  lands  were  granted  under 
the  order  of  1100,  winch  required  ten  years'  peaceal)le  possession  to  make  a  concession  valid.  In  the 
case  of  Drayton's  island  this  continued  piossession  was  juoved  to  Kindelau,  and  he  has  given  a  \alid 
title.  In  the  case  before  us  nothing  has  been  proved  and  the  title  is  bad.  Independent  of  this,  we  believe 
this  to  be  the  same  land  subsequentlj'  granted  to  Thomas  Murphy,  No.  41  of  this  report;  and  if  it  be  so, 
the  Spanish  government  must  have  considered  that  in  1S18  (xobert  had  faileij  to  comply  with  the  conili- 
tions  imposed  and  that  this  land  was  public  pr(.iperty.     Rejected. 

No.  130, — Jogfph  31.  Hernandr:,  claimant  fur  a  inarch  lot,  (  undejincd,) 

On  the  8th  April,  1818,  Governor  Copping'er  gave  to  the  claimant  a  royal  title  lo  the  marsh  in  fn.iut 
of  his  plantation. 

No.  131. — Sebastian  Garcia,  claimant  fur  15  acrea  of  land. 

Same,  claimant  for  0  acre.''. 

These  two  claims  are  situated  outside  of  the  city  of  St.  Au,gustine:  No.  131  at  a  place  called 
Aigachy,  near  Mose,  and  No.  13'2  without  the  new  lines  of  tlie  city,  adjoining  the  lands  of  John  Gianopoly. 
No.  131  is  a  concession  from  Governor  Quesada  of  the  0th  of  Novendier,  1"0'2.  No.  132  was  conceded  by 
Goveruor  White  in  1802.     There  is  no  evidence  of  cultivation  in  either  case,  and  thev  are  both  rtq'ected. 

CIIAKLES  DUWAIXG,  Bec/ist'er. 
^\'ILLIAM  U    ALLEN,  Eewiver. 
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East  of  Cas.icola. 
Hillsborough  river,  Mosquito. 
Indian  river,  south  of  S(.  I^ucia. 
Jupiter  island,  Indian  river. 
Dame's  Point  and  Star  island,  Nassau. 
St.  Diego. 

Mosquito. 

Haul  Over,  Mosquito. 

Springer's  branch,  19  miles  from  St.  Augustine. 

North  m.irgin  of  a  swamp,  Nast-au. 

East  side  of  Lake  George. 

River  Miami. 

West  of  Lake  St.  Marks. 

Mills's  swamp.  Alligator  creek. 
Soutli  side  of  river  St.  John's. 
Head  of  Moultrie  creek. 
St.  Mary's  river. 
West  side  of  St.  Mark's  pond. 
Pevet's  swamp. 
St.  Mary's  river. 
Little  St.  Mary's  river. 
Savannahs  of  Urtichc. 
East  side  of  Lake  George. 
River  St.  Mary's. 
Graham's  swamp. 

Nine-mile  Point  of  St.  John's  river. 

Pearson's  island,  river  Nassau, 

Quarter  of  a  mile  south  of  Buenavisia, 

Tomoco  river. 

Dunn's  creek,  St.  Mary's  river, 

St.  Mark's  lagoon. 

On  Nassau  river. 
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KErORT    N(i.    III. 
\o.  I. — James  Dai'ey,  claimant  fur  23,000  arrcs  of  land  on  Dunn's  lab'. 

All  application  for  nix  miles  square  on  Dunn's  lake,  in  alisohito  property,  to  establish  a  saw  mill. 
The  decree  is  dated  on  the  10th  November,  181",  and  makes  the  grant  in  ahsoluU' property. 

W(!  have  already  said  that  there  is  no  permission  to  erect  a  mill  over  which  a  deep  suspicion  docs 
nut  rest  which  passes  the  title  to  the  soil,  and  does  not  prescribe  that  the  grant  is  void  unless  the  mill  is 
erected.  Tliis  grant  convevs  more  land  than  any  other  of  the  kind.  It  is  for  si.x  miles  square;  and  G. 
('larke  certifies  that  he  surveyed  to  the  claimant  in  December,  1817,  23,000  acres  of  land.  We  do  not 
believe  tliis  grant  is  valid.      It"  is  .\guilar's  certilicate  of  title,  and  nothing  more.      It  is  rejected. 

No.  2. — Joseph  Dalespine,  claimant  for  43,000  a<res  of  land. 
No.  3. — Same,  fur  10,2-14  acres  of  land. 

The  first  is  for  services  for  various  sums  of  money  which  he  claims  of  the  royal  finance  for  supplies, 
provisions,  &c.;  an<l  thirdly,  for  the  losses  which  he  has  sustaineil  during  the  years  1813  and  1814  for  his 
loyalty,  i.S:c.  This  appears  by  the  memorial  of  the  claimant  to  the  governor,  April  0,  1817,  in  which  he  also 
states  that  for  all  these  he  had  received  no  recompense.  He  therefore  ]irays  lor  50,000  acres  in  fee  sinifile 
on  the  west  side  of  Indian  river,  or  river  Ys,  opposite  Marratt's  island  On  the  9tli  of  the  same  month 
Coppinger  decreed  that  43,000  acres  should  be  granted. 

This  is  Thomas  Aguilar's  certificate.  We  cannot  recognize  this  grant  as  valid.  (!iippinger  was 
liberal  enough,  but  Aguilar  would  make  him  boundlessly  extravagant.     It  is  rejected. 

There  is  on  the  back  of  the  Spanish  certificate  of  title  an  acknowdedgment  from  Dalespine  that  ho 
holds  onedialf  of  the  land  claimed  in  trust  for  .Michael  Tagarges,  of  Cliarlestiui,  and  a  covenant  to  convey 
it  to  any  one  whom  the  said  Tagarges  may  designate. 

No.  3. — Pablo  Fonlane,  of  whom  Dalespine  is  a  purchaser,  produces  the  certificate  of  T.  Aguilar  to 
this  effect:  that  in  1817  he,  Fontane,  presented  his  memorial  to  the  governor,  stating  that,  as  others  iiad 
obtained  lands  for  services,  he  had  formerly  procured  a  grant  of  four  miles  square  on  Trout  creek,  which, 
when  examined,  was  found  to  be  private  property;  wherefore  he  wishes  to  locate  the  grant  on  Indian 
river.  The  governor  assented  to  tlie  proposal.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  original  of  Aguilar's  certifi- 
cate, or  the  papers  of  the  first  grant  on  Trout  creek,  said  to  be  returned,  are  found  in  the  proper  office. 
But  in  1820  there  is  another  petition  and  memorial  of  Fontane  for  a  survey.  The  decree  is  favorable,  and 
we  believe  the  signature  is  the  g(jvernor's  own  handwriting.  It  is  furthermore  certified  by  Entralgo,  and 
we  can  have  no  doubt  that  the  grant  was  made.  Andrew  Burgevin,  by  direction,  surveyed  it.  This 
grant  will  depend  for  its  decision  solely  on  the  power  of  the  governor,  on  which  point  we  have  already 
expressed  our  opinion.  We  should  have  remarked  that  Fontane  stjded  himself  a  merchant  in  this  case, 
as  does  Dalespine  himself  in  the  preceding. 

No  4. — Eiisebio  Maria  Gomez,  claimant  for  12,000  acres  of  land. 

Thomas  de  Aguilar,  secretary  of  government,  certifies  that,  on  the  15th  day  of  July  1815,  Eusebio 
Maria  Gomez  presented  a  memorud  praying  for  12,000  acres  of  land,  for  services  and  head  rights,  situated 
on  the  rivers  Jupiter  and  Santa  Lucias,  including  the  old  English  settlements  on  said  rivers;  to  which 
Governor  Estrada  made  the  fcdlowing  decree  on  the  16th  of  the  above  month  and  year:  "Let  there  lie 
granted  to  the  interested,  on  the  terms  which  he  indicates,  the  lands  which  he  solicits,  in  the  place  pointed 
out,  without  injury  to  a  third  person,  as  the  services  which  he  states  are  well  known  to  this  government; 
and,  that  this  gift  may  be  made  known,  let  there  be  issued  to  him  from  the  secretary's  office  the 
corresponding  certificate."  We  have  always  required  the  party  to  show  some  cause,  however  slight,  for 
the  loss  of  the  original  of  Aguilar's  certificate.  This  is  not  attempted;  and,  independent  of  all  other 
grounds  of  objection,  on  this  alone  we  would  reject  the  claim. 

No.  5. — Daniel  O'Hara,  claimant  for  15,000  acres  of  land. 

Thomas  de  Aguilar,  secretary  of  government,  certifies  that  Daniel  O'Hara  presented  a  memorial, 
dated  September  3,  1803,  soliciting  15,000  acres  of  land,  (vacant,)  situated  at  a  place  called  Nassau, 
between  the  rivers  St.  John's  and  St.  Mary's,  when  the  survey  takes  place.  Governor  White  passes  the 
memorial  to  the  commandant  of  engineers  for  his  report;  agreeably  to  which.  Governor  White  made  the 
following  decree,  dated  the  5th  of  the  same  month  and  year:  "Let  there  be  granted  to  this  interested  the 
land  wdiich  he  solicits,  without  injury  to  a  third  person;  and  until,  according  to  the  number  of  workers  he 
may  have  for  its  cultivation,  there  shall  be  measured  what  he  is  entitled  to,  it  being  well  understood  that 
he  cannot  claim  damages  for  injuries,  in  case  that,  from  fear  of  an  invasion  or  other  motives  of  the  royal 
service,  he  be  ordered  to  retire  into  the  interior  of  the  province;  and  that  he  must  take  possession  of  the 
said  land  within  the  space  of  six  months  from  the  date." 

This,  if  genuine,  of  wdiich  we  are  not  satisfied,  is  a  mere  grant  for  head  rights,  and  is  a  bare  declara- 
tion that,  when  he  proved  the  number  of  his  familj',  he  should  have  surveyed  to  him  as  many  acres  as,  by 
the  regulations,  he  was  entitled  to.  It  does  not  appear  that  he  proceeded  to  perfect  his  title,  or  to 
ascertain  the  number  of  acres,  or  to  cultivate  and  possess  it.     Rejected. 

No.  6. — Philip  11.  Young,  claimant  for  25,000  acres  of  land. 

This  is  a  plain  royal  title,  made  by  Governor  Coppinger  in  1816  for  services.  The  land  in  the  grant  is 
located  at  Spring  Garden,  and  subdivided  as  follows:  12,000  in  the  neighborhood  of  a  lake  named  Second, 
and  known  as  Valdey's,  and  the  remaining  13,000  at  a  larger  lake  higher  up,  known  as  Long  lake;  all  on 
the  west  side  of  the  river  St.  John.  If  the  governor  had  power  to  make  so  large  a  grant,  this  is  good; 
but,  as  our  opinion  is  adverse,  we  cannot  recommend  it. 
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\(i.  7, — Gi-nr\xr  F/cmiinj's  hcir.<,  (■liiiiiHiii/.~:  I'm'  'JO. 00(1  (iti-i\<  of  liiiuL 

'i'liis  hiinl  Iic.-<  nil  Iiiiliiin  \\\v\\  lit  till'  niniilli  nf  St.  Si'liiisli.ui'.s  river.  'I'licrc  is  a  in^al  titlr  in  IslCi 
for  .scrvii'cs.     If  the  ,u-.i\ crihir  li.ul  pow!.'!-  tn  iiiakc  so  lar.^'e  a  ;^raiit,  tlii.s  i.s  a  i;- 1  nnc. 

Nil.  8.—  Anlciiin  Ariixia,  (■{iiiiiiinif   fur  8,000  ttrrc.-^  iif  liiiid. 

This  i.s  aiiiitlR'i-  of  Aj;'iiilai's  rrrlillratcs,  williniit  an  iii-ij;-inal.  In  May,  ISK'i,  "as  lir  has  lirrii  a 
c-iinslaiil  irsitU'iit  at  FcM'nanilina,  hcint;-  mnl  inuall  y  rin|ihiyril  in  niri  rantilc  jinrsnils;  lias  sitm'iI  \vliriir\iT 
the  i;'iivt'ru(ir  tliiniij,'ht  pnipcr;  li.is  lirrn  iraily  with  his  [icrsnn,  fiiniis.  anil  inllurm-r,  in  tlir  ilrfrncc,  \c..  nf 
this  tiiwii,  (Fcrrianilina ;)  has  never  neeixeil  any  salary,  &r.,  fur  his  eN|ienses,  sii|i|ilies,  anil  hisses;  ami 
has  vefruiMeil  from  Inuililin^-  the  f;-iivenirnent  with  liis  inilMirtnnities,"  he  [irays  for  8,000  arres  nf  lanil. 
Hut  as  he  is  ig-uorant  of  the  lanils  that  arc  vacant,  and  wishes  tn  avniil  ilisimtes,  he  prays  the  ;j,-nverni>r 
"  will  be  pleased  to  ajiprnve  the  surveys,  whenever  the  sui  veynr  !j,'eneral  shall  lia\e  dnne  sn,  mi  vacant 
lauds." 

The  j;'rant  is  made,  with  sju'eial  dircctinns  to  the  surveyor  g-eiieral  tn  have  them  surveyed. 

If  this  g'rant  was  evidently  ij^enuine  we  shnuld  deem  it  ineoniplete.  It  is  a  jiroiuise  to  reeni;ni/,e  a 
survey  when  made,  and  a  power  n'iveu  to  make  it.  'I'liere  is  iin  evideiiee  that  the  survey  was  made; 
tiicre  is  uo  pretence  that  it  was  reco.LTui/.ed  when  made,  and  (he  j;-rant  eonsiimnialed  hy  such  recognition. 
It  is  true  that,  in  the  memorial  to  this  hoard,  ho  say.s  "the  land  was  surveyed  in  the  usual  manner 
pursued  liy  Mr.  Clark:  1,500  acres  in  Jobiiij;'  Hammock;  l,.'i00  acres  on  the  north  of  Itiinn's  creek ;  and 
1,000  acri's  at  Rowley's  old  field,  with  a  tender  of  those  surveys  when  reiiuired."  The  surveys  are  not 
produced;  and  if  there  was  no  nlijection  to  the  };'rant  on  the  prnnf  of  its  g-eiiuiiieness,  we  should  reipiire 
some  evidence  that  the  surveys  were  shown  to  the  governor,  and  approved  and  ratilied.      It  is  rejected. 

No.  ',•. — Fraiiri.-<  J.  Ai:ici\  claluiaiil  fir  .iOO  acrcx  nf  land. 

This  is  a  (uirt  ol'  grant  of  oO.OOO   acres  made  to   Arredniido,  and    confirmed   Ky  lioanl    of  land 

commissioners.      We  have  no  wish  or  [lower  to  sever  it  I'rom   the   larger   grant;   the    one  will    dei-idi;    the 
fate  uf  both. 

No.  10. —  Francisca  Aijuihir,  claimant  fur  30,000  ucrcA  if  laml. 

It  appears  that  the  petitinuer  possessed  a  certificate  of  Tlumias  Aguilar,  and  presented  it  to  the 
governor  of  Cuba  in  1823,  with  a  request  that  a  certified  copy  of  Aguilar's  certificate  should  be  made  by 
the  notary  of  Cuba,  and  the  origdnal,  to  wit,  Aguilar's  certificate,  retiiiiii  d  to  her.  This  is  done  with  all 
the  imposing-  pomp  of  the  seal  notarial,  ic;  Luit  it  amounts  simply  tn  this:  that,  in  1815,  Aguilar  certifies 
that  Governor  Quesada,  in  1794,  on  the  24th  of  February,  granted  to  the  petitioner,  in  absolute  property, 
30,000  acres  of  land  at  a  place  called  Haw  Creek,  situated  to  tlie  south  of  thi'  river  St.  John's,  about  twelve 
miles  distant  tlierefrnm. 

Let  us  Innk  at  the  mcniorial  on  which  the  grant  is  made.  In  1794  Don  Juan  Rodriguez  statt's  "that 
having'  a  sufficient  number  of  slaves  to  dedicate  himself  to  ag-riculture  aud  the  raising-  of  horned  cattle, 
and  also  to  aid  in  the  maintenance  of  his  large  family,"  ho  hopes  that  his  excellency,  following-  the  spirit 
of  royal  orders,  which  protects  the  .Spanish  inhabitants  who  have  sacrificed  themselves  in  the  service  of 
the  said  province  during-  the  turhulent  limes  w-hich  have  taken  place  in  it,  ymir  memorialist  having-  been 
one  of  itti  drfcndo-.-i ;  for  which  reason  he  prays,"  &c. 

Now,  every  remark  made  by  us  in  the  case  of  the  tw-o  Arredondos  will  applj'  with  di.iublc  force  to  the 
case  before  us,  with  this  essential  difference  ag-ainst  this  claim:  that  in  1794,  when  this  grant  bears  date, 
we  do  not  believe  that  any  disturbance  whatever  had  taken  place  in  this  province.  In  179(')  there  was  a 
small  rising  on  the  St.  John's  river,  and  the  Arredondos  may  claim  that  services  w-ere  rendered  at  tliat 
period.  But  here  is  a  bold  appeal  in  1794  to  the  governor  to  rew'ard  services  performed  "during  the 
turbulent  periods  w-liich  have  taken  place  in  it;"  and  there  w-as  no  turbulence  until  1796.  "Following 
the  spirit  (we  use  the  words  of  the  memorial)  of  the  royal  orders,  which  protects  the  Spanish  inhabitants 
who  have  sacrificed  themselves  in  the  service  of  the  province;"  such,  in  1794,  is  an  appeal  to  the  provi- 
sions of  a  law  ]iassed  in  1815.  We  are  unwilling  b\-  any  opinion  of  ours,  liable  as  we  may  be  to  error,  to 
debar  any  individual  from  a  redress  in  the  courts  of  his  country.  We  will  not,  therefore,  pronounce  this 
grant  a  fraud  or  forgery,  but  we  unhesitatingly  reject  it. 

No.  11. — George  Alfinson,  claimant  for  15,000  aiTes  of  land. 

George  Atkinson  petitions  the  government,  on  Octiiber  8,  ISIG,  for  15,000  acres  of  land  in  Cedar 
swamp,  and  on  the  west  side  of  a  lake  called  U|:iper  Little  lake,  for  his  services  during  the  years  1812, 
1813,  1814,  and  1815;  to  which  Governor  Copiiingcr  made  tlie  I'ollowing  decree  on  the  20tli  of  the  abiive 
month  and  year:  "Taking  into  consideration  the  merits,  as  set  forth  by  Dim  George  Atkinson,  and  the 
benign  w-ill  of  liis  Majesty,  requiring  that  his  meritorious  subjects  be  rew-arded,  I  grant  him  possession, 
and  without  injury  to  a  third  person,  of  the  lands  which  he  solicits  in  his  memorial;  and,  agreeably  to 
which,  the  surveyor  general  will  survey  the  same  in  the  place  he  points  out,  or  in  others  that  maj'  be 
vacant,  and  being  in  places  ec^ually  advantageous. 

"COPPINGER." 

No.  12. — George  Atkinson,  claimant  for  4,000  acres  of  land. 

This  grant  bears  date  February,  1810.  It  is  first  certifii'd  by  Thomas  dc  Aguilar,  and  afterwards  by 
Juan  de  Entralgo,  as  on  file  among  the  papers  under  his  charge  as  escrivano.  Mr.  Fatio,  the  clerk  of  this 
board,  certifies  that  the  original  of  the  pa]ier  produced — itself  evidently  a  coi)y — is  on  file  in  the  i.iffice  of 
the  jiublic  archives. 

Meranda,  from  whom  Atkinson  purcliased,  petitioned  fur  this  landfiir  his  services  as  a  place  on  which 
to  work  his  negroes.  It  seems  strange  that  Governor  AVhite,  whose  rigorous  refusal  to  give  large 
portions  of  land  is  so  remarkable,  should  Vireak  down  a  settled  ]:irinci]ile  of  action  more  tlian  once  in  favor 
of  this  individual.     Meranda  was,  as  he  declares  in  some  of  his  memorials   to   the  governor,  the  second 
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pilot  of  the  bar.  If  we  <Teilit  the  document  here  )n-oJuced  and  filed  to  this  second  pilot,  Governor  White, 
after  having-  already  granted  308,000  acres  for  his  extraordinary  services,  gives,  in  addition,  the  4,000 
acres  claimed  us  above.  In  adtlition  t(j  all  tliis,  the  grant  is  made  for  services  in  1811,  and  tlie  law 
authorizing  such  grants  was  passed  in  18I5.  On  this  subject  we  beg  leave  to  refer  to  our  remarks  in 
the  case  of  Arredondo,  of  this  abstract  No.  15.     We  cannot  recommend  it. 

No.   1?>. — F.  M.  Arrrdondo  and  ton,  daimanU  for  38,000  aejr.s  of  land. 

A  grant,  by  concession,  of  38,000  acres  of  land  "situated  on  both  banks  of  a  creek  which  empties 
into  the  Suwannee  river,  called  Alligator  creek,  commencing  seven  miles  west  of  the  Indian  village  called 
Alligator  Town,  about  forty  miles  from  Payne's  Town  and  eighty  miles  from  Buenavista,  known  under 
the  den(jminatioii  of  Alachua." 

The  petitioner  declares  his  services  and  the  iiiereaserl  number  of  his  hands  as  an  inducement  for  the 
grant,  and  it  is  made  by  Governor  Coppinger  "in  absolute  proprietcirship."  On  March  24,  1817,  at  a 
subseriuent  jieriod,  Andrew  ]5ergevin  was  authorized  to  survey  the  land;  but  it  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  done.  We  have  no  doubt  but  this  grant  is  genuine,  and  the  sole  question  to  be  decided  is  as  to  the 
power  of  the  govern(.)r.  We  have  already  given  .our  views  on  this  point.  If  we  are  right,  the  claim  will 
be  ri'jected,  unless  Arredondo  had  the  requisite  number  of  workers  to  entitle  him  to  so  large  a  grant.  It 
will  iie  sulimilled  tn  the  courts  of  the  country  for  a  tinal  decision. 

No.  14. — F.  M.  Arredondo,  claimant  for  50,00J[I  an-es  of  land. 

This  grant  is  sinjilar  in  all  its  parts  to  the  preceding;  it  is  dated  in  1810.  It  is  certified  by  Aguilar  in 
the  lirst  instance,  by  Philip  Alvaris  afterwards,  whose  character  for  good  faith  and  credit,  judicially  and 
extrajudicially,  is  avouclied  by  the  same  witnesses  notarial,  as  in  the  other  Ibllowing  this;  it  comes  from 
the  same  offices;  it  is  signed  by  tlie  same  governor;  it  is  granted  for  services,  under  the  (uder  of  1190,  in 
the  same  form  and  manner  as  the  preceding;  it  is  tlH'U  liable  to  tlie  same  objections,  and  must  share  the 
same  fate.     We  cannot  recommend  it. 

No.  15. — J.  M.  Arredondo,  vhnmani  for  M,QOO  acres  of  land. 

The  title  p'lprr  in  tiiis  case  is  an  unqualified  and  uiicoiiditii>nal  r(iyal  title,  purporting  to  have  been 
made  by  Governor  While  on  the  I'ith  day  of  January,  1811.  The  preamlile  declares  that  whereas  Don 
Joseph  tie  la  JIazo  .Arndnndi),  a  mhject  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  rcside'ut  and  merchant  of  this  city,  &c., 
has  re|u-eseiited,  iSrc,  praying  for  a  concession  of  40,000  acres  in  absolute  property,  at  a  place  called 
Oijuilabaga,  &c.  In  ciinse(iiieiice  of  the  merits  and  the  well  k-noicn  :^erviccn  of  the  petitioner,  rendered  by  his 
person  and  property'  during  the  unfortunate  period  under  wdiich  this  part  of  his  dominions  labored;  and, 
at  the  same  time,  according  to  what  is  set  forth  in  tiie  royal  order  of  llHO,  relative  to  the  granting  of 
lands  free  of  expense  to  new  titillers:  wdierefore,  and  beiii.g  known  to  mc  the  merits  and  laudible  services 
of  the  memorialist,  I  have  thought  proper  to  grant,  &c.,  the  40,000  acres  solicited,  &c.  The  residue  of  this 
grant  is  in  the  usual  form.  The  genuineness  of  this  grant  is  (n'idenced  by  the  certificate  of  Thomas  dc 
Aguilar,  and  subsequently,  on  ]\Iarch  18,  1819,  by  the  certificate  of  Filipe  Alvarez,  that  this  is  in  con- 
forndty  with  the  original  on  file  in  the  notary  public's  office  at  Havana,  and  of  Don  Joseph  Leal,  that  he, 
Alvarez,  is  ancither  notaiy.  If  this  grant,  either  by  copy  or  original,  was  ever  on  file  in  the  archives  in 
this  city,  it  has  not  been  made  known  to  the  board,  nor  is  there  any  attempt  made  to  account  for  the  strange 
fact,  that  the  original  of  a  grant  to  land  in  Florida  should  be  on  file  in  the  Havana  and  not  in  the  city  of 
St.  Augustine. 

There  are  many  objections  to  this  grant,  besides  the  want  of  power  in  the  governor  to  depart  from 
the  line  of  his  instructions,  as  laid  down  by  the  royal  orders  under  which  he  acted: 

1st.  The  bare  certificate  of  Aguilar  is  not  sufficient  to  justify  us  in  recommending  for  confirmation. 

2d.  It  is  suspicious  that  this  grant  and  this  certificate  should  be  found  in  Cuba  without  a  trace  of  it 
remaining  here.  It  was  made,  if  made  at  all,  by  White,  the  governor  here;  Aguilar  was  the  secretary 
here;  here  was  the  land,  and  here  all  similar  records  were  deposited.  We  should  require  that  some 
satisfactory  reason  should  be  given  for  the  departure  in  this  case  from  a  rule  almost  universal.  Great 
care  was  taken  by  the  American  commissioners,  at  the  change  of  the  flags,  that  the  titles  to  property  should 
not  be  renn)ved  to  Havana;  and  it  is  believed  that  care,  accompanied  by  some  violence,  was  effectual. 

3d.  Governiu-  White  was  more  rigorously  exact  in  granting  lands  than  anj'  who  preceded  or  came 
after  him.  His  regulations  are  exact  and  precise,  and  his  official  declaration  uniform  and  peremptory  on 
this  subject;  and  we  doubt  whether  there  is  one  single  exception  to  Governcu-  White's  adhesion  to  the 
rules  which  he  had  prescribed  for  himself  under  the  jjcou/x/ojis  of  the  law,  unaccompanied  bj'  positive 
suspicion  of  unfairness. 

4th.  The  grant  is  made  under  the  order  of  1790,  "relative  to  strangers;"  Arredondo  was  a  "resident 
and  subject."  The  order  of  1790  requires  that  lands  should  be  granted  in  proportion  to  the  workers;  here 
nothing  is  said  of  workers,  but  it  is  granted  for  services.  Now,  whatever  may  have  been  the  practice  of 
his  successors,  \Ye  douht  that  Governor  White  ever  granted  lands  fiir  a  particular  reason,  and  cited  the 
law  in  the  body  of  the  grant  as  his  authority,  directly  adverse  to  the  authority  claimed. 

5th.  This  grant  was  made  "for  the  merits  and  well  known  services  of  the  petitioner"  in  1811;  and 
the  law  giving  authority  to  reward  services  by  grants  of  laml  was  passed  in  1815;  and  the  war  which 
gave  occasion  to  the  law  commenced  1812. 

We  are  not  disposed  to  pronounce  on  the  authenticity  of  this  grant  so  as  to  bar  the  claimant  from 
his  remedy  in  a  court  of  law,  but  we  cannot  recommend  it  for  confirmation. 

No   16. — F.  M.  Arredondo,  claimant  for  250,000  wrcs  of  land. 

This  is  one  of  Aguilar's  certificates,  dated  April  2,  1809.  It  states:  "  That  to  the  memorial  of  the 
claimant  of  the  same  date,  soliciting,  in  virtue  of  their  merits  and  services,  which  rendered  in  favor  of 
his  Majesty,  in  the  city,  with  his  person  and  his  projierty,  Ihe  concession,  in  absolute  property,  of  ten 
miles  to  eacli  cardinal  point  of  the  compass,  of  vacant  lands,  at  a  jjlaci^  called  Calaso  Gacheij  in  the  Spiritu 
Santo,  its  boundary  running  from  the  river  of  the  same  name  to  the  river  Mauaty,  in  consequence  of  this 
solicitude  the  billowing  decree  was  this  day  made  known  thereon:''  "Being,  as  they  are,  evident  to  this 
go-\-ernment,  the  merits  and  recommendablc  services  rendered  by  the  interested  iu  this  representaticn,  I 
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have  thnng'lit  jiropci-  to  g-rant  liiiii,  as  in  tlic  name  i>\'  liis  >[ajcs(_v  1  <lii  .irranl  liiiii,  in  alisoliilc  |ir(ipcrty, 
the  said  ten  miles  of  Uiiid,  in  a  square',  i'ni-  hiiMscll'.  his  heirs,  and  snrccssm-s."  '  \\  itimul  the  ncrcssity  nl 
anv  other  title,  separating'  the  ruyal  ihmniin  Iruni  tlic  right  ami  doniininn  w  hieli  it  had  In  said  lands,  eec.ling- 
anil  transi'erring  them  to  tiie  said  Arjeihind",  his  liciis,  and  suc-ccssm  s,  that,  as  liicii'  nwii,  they  may  nse 
and  enjoy  them  witlnuit  any  enriunliranee  \\  liato\  I'l',  \\  itii  all  its  cnliancis,  (Millets,  nscs,  and  i-iistdiiis, 
and  everything  <dsi'  that  liehmgs  t'l  it  I'y  right;  and  tfi  his  >vi-uiily  and  conliiiiiatinn  in  aii\  e\int,  ihi' 
secretary  of  government  shall  desjiateh  In  him  the  enrrcsponding  cci  tilicale. 

-WIHTK. 

"And,  in  i-omplianee  with  \\  hat  is  nrdcicd  in  the  |]reeeding  snptrinr  deei-e<',  1  give  the  pi'esent  in  St. 
Augnstine,  Flurida,  the  "Jd  day  ef  Aprd,  ISO'.l.  TllO-M-VS   ])]■]   A( :  I   1 1..\  K." 

There  is  a  copy  of  the  memorial  and  decree  forwarded  from  Ihe  city  ef  Havana,  with  amdher  certili- 
cate  of  Aguilar.  dated  January  ;'),  \^ii.  that  the  original  remained  in  the  bands  el  the  <  lainnint.  The 
evidence  in  sn|)port  >■!'  the  claim  is  this:  Tlie  depositieii  ef  the  same  Agnilar,  tak<'n  hy  inlei  nig;it(n  ii  s, 
directed  to  Havana,  and  the  allidavit  id'  William  Ueymdds,  late  keeper  of  the  pnMic  arclii\e^  nltliis  city. 
Aguilar  recollects  perli'clly  of  makin.g'  the  giant,  and  swears  to  the  pnwei  nf  ( liac-i  ma-  \\  Inle  to  lio  so. 
He  g'ives  his  opinion  that  a  copy  of  the  giant  may  he  louinl  in  liie  ollice  of  \'ed.il,  of  that  city,  and  swears 
that  the  copy  heretofore  spoken  ol'  is  a  correct  one;  that  tin'  giant  was  not  only  legal,  lail,  from  the 
services  i<['  Arreiidondo  to  the  government,  highly  merited.  All  o|  \chicli  facts  and  ciicniustanees  he  is 
fully  acipiainted  with,  having  heen  tor  many  years  secretary  to  the  gd\  erniiK.nt.  \\  lien  cross-e.\aniined, 
he  savs  "it  was  not  a  general  custom  to  liav<'  ,grants  for  lands  in  Flora  la  recorileil  in  Havana,  and  that  I  lie 
copy  of  this  grant  was  tln're  recorded  lest  it  should  fe  lost  or  niislaiil.  A  course  not  iii'cessaiy,  hut 
oiitiolial  with  the  parties,  grants  being  nniversally  recorded  in  I'loiida  where  the  lands  lay."  Hi;  then 
deposes  that  the  coin'  of  wliicli  we  have  spoken  is  a  correct  one. 

William  lieyiiolds,  in  his  affidavit  before  a  justice  of  the  (leace,  deposes  that  he  had  seen  in  the  oflice 
of. Mr.  Law,  late  alcalde,  a  paper  inirporting  to  be  a  grant  to  F.  D.  Arreilondo,  jr.,  iiy  (loxeriior  White,  for 
a  large  tract  of  land  in  East  Florida,  which  said  document  has  not  been  in  the  possession  of  the  alliant,  as 
keeper  of  the  public  archives.  One-fourth  part  of  this  land  has  been  sold  by  claimant  to  Moses  E.  Lev.y, 
by  deed  bearing  date  January  4,  ls22. 

From  tlie  abstract  of  the  documents  and  tcstiniony  rendered  as  abovi,',  the  opinion  of  this  board  must 
be  against  this  claim.  It  is  a  certificate  of  Tho.  A,guilar,  with  a  certified  coiiy  of  that  certificate  from 
Havana,  where  the  grant,  properly,  never  should  have  been  recorded.  H  is  a  grant  made  for  services  in 
1S09,  six  years  before  the  royal  order  of  1S15,  the  only  authority  that  we  know  of,  given  to  the  governors 
of  East  Florida,  to  reward  the  services  of  subjects  by  the  donation  of  lands.  It  is  said  to  be  made  iiy 
Governor  White,  who  was  more  rigorously  exact  in  conforming  to  the  laws  and  ordinances,  and  more 
parsimonious  in  his  g-rants,  than  any  g-overnor  who  preceded  or  came  after  him.  H  is  made  in  absolute 
property,  wdiich  was  never  done  and  could  never  be  done,  until  the  royal  order  of  181.5,  and  to  a  man 
who,  by  the  evidence  before  the  board,  was  twenty-one  years  of  a,ge  at  the  date  of  the  ,grant,  and  a  minor 
bj- the  Spanish  laws.  We  will  not  by  our  sentence  [ireclude  the  party  from  going  belore  the  courts,  but 
we  canijot  recommend  it  for  confirmation. 

No.   11. — Peler  Jlerando,  claimant/or  3(38,640  CK-rcg  of  land. 

As  this  is  a  larg-e  grant,  and  one  which  has  been  much  spoken  of,  we  shall  give  at  length  the  petition 
of  the  party,  and  the  decree  of  the  governor: 

St.  AucrsTixE,  Fl.i.,  Xovimhrr  19,  ISIO. 

Se.vor  Govekxor:  Don  Pedro  Merando,  second  pilot  of  the  launcli  of  the  bar  ol' this  \nA-t,  with  the  most 
profound  respect,  states  to  your  excelienc3-  that  lie  has  had  the  honor  to  serve  his  most  Catholic  Majesty 
(whom  God  preserve)  from  the  j'ear  1788,  when  he  was  emiiloycd  as  a  rower  in  said  launch,  in  which 
capacity  he  continued  until,  by  his  distinguished  merits  and  skill,  he  was  appointed  to  liis  present  employ- 
ment. I''uitherniore,  j'our  excellencj'  well  knows  the  truth  of  his  good  nianagenieiit,  fidelity,  and  love  of 
the  service  of  his  Majesty,  proved  in  divers  expeditions,  which,  1)3'  order  of  tins  government,  the  deponent 
made  in  the  j-ear  1795,  in  the  rivers  of  this  province,  when  it  was  ravaged  by  the  rebels;  and  as  lor  such 
remarkable  services,  and  others  latterly  performed  to  the  satisl'actiou  of  your  e.Kcellencj':  wherefore  he 
prav's  your  excellency'  to  be  pleased,  in  recompense  of  what  he  has  set  forth,  and  in  consideration  of  his 
impoverished  situation,  to  grant  liim  an  alisolute  pro|ierty,  eight  leagues  square,  in  the  royal  lands  which 
are  on  the  waters  of  the  bays  of  Hillsborough  and  Tamper,  in  this  province,  by  virtue  of  the  voyid  orders 
for  the  granting-  of  lands  g-ratis  to  the  Spanish  subjects,  a  favor  wiiicli  he  hopes  to  obtain  from  the  justice 
of  your  excellency.  "  I'EDKO  MEUAXUO. 

Sr.   Al'gustine,  Fl.i.,  JS\ivnnber  '26,  1810. 

The  merits  and  services  which  tliis  party  sets  forth  bein.g  well  known  and  established,  let  there  be 
granted  to  him,  on  the  terms  wliich  he  solicits,  the  quantity  of  land,  at  the  points  indicated,  without  in- 
jury to  a  third  person;  and  to  authenticate  this  grant  at  all  times,  let  a  certified  copy  of  this  memorial  be 
issued  I'rom  the  secretary's  office  for  his  security. 

WHITE. 

The  witnesses  examined  in  this  case  before  the  former  board  of  cr'ininissioners  are  (Tabriel  W.  Per- 
pall,  F.  Bethune,  James  Hall,  Antonio  Alverez,  and  R.  Segue.  The  only  point  upon  whicii  their  examina- 
tion goes  is  the  authenticity  of  the  original  and  the  signature  of  Governor  White.  Perpall  saj-s  that  "  it 
looks  like  the  signature  of  White,  but  he  cannot  swear  to  it."  "  That,  from  the  finishing  of  the  fiourish  at- 
tached to  the  name,  he  cannot  believe  or  disbelieve  it  to  be  genuine,  as  the  difierence  might  arise  from  the 
position  in  which  the  writer's  hand  was  placed,  or  from  some  other  cause." 

Carrado  has  never  seen  the  governor  write,  and  knows  nothin,g'  about  it. 

Bethune  does  "not  think  the  writing  as  perfect  as  Governor  White's  signature  usually  was,  the  gov- 
ernor being  remarkable  for  great  precision  therein;  but  it  ma.y  nevertheless  be  his,  as  it  ma}-  liave  been 
written  wlien  he  was  unwell."  When  cros.s-examined,  he  says  "the  governor  died  in  1811,  and  had  been 
indisposed  several  months  before  his  death,  but  was  not  confined  to  his  bed."  That  he  had  seen  the  ,gi.iv- 
ernor  sign  difterent  decrees,  some  of  which  were  for  land,  and  some  for  passports,  but  neither  within  a 
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few  months  befure  his  death."  When  asked  whetlior  he  hud  seen  (inveinor  Wliite  write  on  any  other 
occasion  than  those  mentioned  almve,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  acqiiin;  a  knowledge  of  the  governor's  hand- 
writing, he  answered  in  the  negative.  He  says,  furthermore,  "  that  tlie  governor,  a  few  years  before  his 
death,  drank  a  little  hard  in  the  afternoon,  though  he  did  not  usually  transact  business  at  that  time."  Tlie 
witness,  in  IHIU,  lived  on  the  river  St.  John's,  and  came  occasidnally  to  t<i\vn. 

James  Hall  was  acquainted  with  the  governor  from  17'.I8  until  ISIO,  and  "has  often  seen  him  write." 
\Vh(;n  the  original  was  presented  to  him,  he  said  "  the  signature  of  White  looks  something  like  the  gov- 
ernor's, but  witnes.s  had  never  seen  any  (if  his  writing- done  so  incorrectly  as  this."  'J'iiat  his  opinion  is 
formed  "  i'rom  the  latter  jiart  nf  the  name  Whlti',  which  appears  to  have  been  written  lower  down  than 
was  usual  with  the  goxcriior."  "  Tliat  this  is  the  only  material  dilfei-ence  perceived  by  the  w'itness,  though 
the  whole  does  not  appear  so  correct  as  he,  AVhite,  usually  wrote." 

The  above  witnesses  seem  to  have  been  sworn  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  those  that  follow 
on  the  part  of  the  claimant.  Antonio  Alverez  deposes  "  that  he  is  acquainted  with  the  handwritiiig  of 
Governor  White.  That  he  has  been  a  clerk  in  his  oflice,  in  which  situation  he  has  often  seen  him  write. 
That  he  entered  said  oflice  in  the  year  1807,  and  continued  there  witli  two  slight  interinissi(jns,  until  tlie 
chang'c  of  Hags  in  1821;"  when  the  original  concessions,  brought  before  the  board,  from  the  office  of  the 
public  archives,  by  the  keeper  thereof,  was  exhibited  to  the  witness,  and  he  was  asked  whether  he  be- 
lieved the  signature  "  K7nV«"  to  be  genuine,  he  answered  simply  in  the  affirmative.  When  cross-examined, 
he  deposes  "  that  his  opinion  of  the  genuineness  of  the  signature  is  formed  both  h\nn  the  signature 
itself  and  the  flourish  innuediately  under  it."  "  He  has  no  particular  recollection  of  the  /'s  or  the  e's  in 
Governor  White's  name,  or  the  manner  in  which  the  first  was  crossed,  or  the  second  joined  to  it,  but  from 
the  general  appearance  of  the  signature  believes  it  to  be  genuine."  He  does  not  believe  the  e  is  made 
totally'  difierent  from  the  manner  in  which  Governor  White  usually  made  it,  but  it  seems  closer  to  the  t 
than  Governor  White  placed  it  usually;  that  the  governor  signed  his  name  with  great  uniformity,  and  he 
Considers  this  sig'iiature  regular  and  uniform." 

The  witness  knows  notliing  of  the  making  of  tliis  grant,  lie  says  that  concessions  for  lands  were 
deposited  in  the  government  secretary's  oflice.  When  asked  if  it  was  within  his  knowledge  that,  since 
the  time  at  which  this  concession  was  made,  it  had  always  lieen  in  the  said  office,  he  adverted  to  the  date 
of  the  concession,  and  answered  in  the  affirmative.  He,  furthermore,  depos(.'S  that  vacant  lands,  situated 
at  a  distance  from  St.  Augustine,  were  not  considered  of  much  value  or  importance  about  the  year  1810; 
and  to  the  question  of  the  distrii't  attorney,  he  answers  "  that  Goveroncjr  White  was  always  cautious 
and  siiaring  in  granting  to  individuals  any  jiart  of  the  public  lands."  B.  Segue  "is  well  accjuainted  with 
the  handwriting  of  tJovernor  White,  having  seen  him  write  many  times."  ^Vitness  lived  in  the  govern- 
ment notary's  oflice,  fr<.>m  whence  it  was  his  duty,  almost  every  day,  to  carrj-  papers  to  the  governor  for 
his  signature.  In  this  oflice  he  continued,  with  a  few  intermissions,  from  the  year  1800  to  the  year  1812 
or  1813.  When  the  giant  now  under  adjudication  was  presented  to  him,  and  he  was  asked  whether  he 
believed  the  signature  to  be  genuine,  he  answers  "  that  he  has  no  doubt  of  it."  He  says,  further,  "that 
he  became  acquainted  with  the  existence  of  this  grant  a  few  days  after  it  was  made,  as  he  (the  witness) 
drew  the  memorial  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Merando;  and  that  the  lands,  situated  at  such  a  distance  from 
St.  Augustine  as  those  granted  by  this  concession,  were  then  considered  of  very  little  value. 

On  a  (question  of  the  district  attorney,  whether  the  governors  of  this  then  province  were  not  regulated 
in  the  distribution  of  lands  to  individuals  more  by  the  principles  and  rules  they  had  adopted  and  estab- 
lishc'd  for  the  granting  of  lands  than  the  value  of  lands  granted?  the  witness  answers  "  that  the  gov- 
ernors were  regulated,  in  the  granting  of  lands,  by  the  merits  of  the  individual,  the  number  of  his  family-, 
or  the  value  of  the  lands  asked  for,  according  to  his  own  discretion.''  AVe  have  thus  given,  at  full  lengtli, 
the  documentary  evidence  upon  which  this  claim  is  based,  and  an  abstract  of  the  evidence  taken  before 
tlie  board  of  commissioners,  nearly  as  long  as  the  depositions  themselves,  adopting,  for  the  most  part,  the 
language  of  the  witnesses;  not  tliat  we  nave  deemed  this  testimony  at  all  important  to  the  decision  of 
the  case,  if  our  decision  was  final,  but  it  may  be  satisfactory  to  the  ninnerous  claimants  under  the  pre- 
tendt'd  grantee.  It  seems  to  us  strange  that  the  name  of  White  should  be  attached  to  a  grant  like  this, 
whose  uniform  practice  and  unvarying  declarations  have  shown,  in  the  language  of  the  witness  Alverez, 
"  that  he  was  always  cautious  and  sparing  in  granting  to  individuals  any  part  of  the  public  lands."  There 
are  many  letters  of  Governor  White  to  the  superintendent  at  Cuba.  There  are  many  of  his  decrees  and 
regulations,  in  all  of  which  he  has  invariably  declared  that  he  would  conform  to  the  laws  in  granting  of 
lands.  Nay,  more,  he  has,  by  his  own  act,  made  those  laws  more  rigorous  than  they  were,  and  circum- 
scribed within  narrow  limits  his  own  authority.  He  has  said  in  his  letter  to  the  governor  general  of  Cuba 
that  the  regulations  of  Quesada  were  too  liberal,  in  granting  one  hundred  acres  to  the  heads  of  families, 
and  one-half  of  that  quantity  to  its  members;  and  by  his  (Governt)r  ^Vhite's)  own  decree  he  has  reduced 
the  relative  quantity  to  fifty  and  twenty-five  acres. 

If  we  examine  the  laws  of  Spain,  we  shall  see  by  the  laws  of  the  Indies,  published  in  the  recent  copy 

of  the  Land  Laws,  page -,  and  in  the  royal  order  of  1754,  so  much  spoken  of,  published  in  the  same 

book,  for  the  first  time,  page :   we  shall  find  by  those  laws  that  no  authority  is  given  for  a  grant  like 

this.  The  only  subsequent  decree  upon  the  subject  of  land,  which  we  have  been  enabled  to  discover,  is 
the  royal  order  in  1790,  made  specially  for  this  province.  That  order  applies  exclusively  to  foreigners; 
and  it  was  a  matter  of  courtesy  on  the  part  of  the  g-overuors  to  extend  its  provisions  to  the  native  sub- 
jects of  Spain.  It  has  been  contended  that,  by  the  pr(.ivisions  of  that  order,  there  is  no  fi.xed  quantity  of 
acres  named,  to  which  the  jiarty  sliould  be  entitled;  or,  in  other  words,  the  power  of  the  governor,  upon 
that  subject  is  left  without  limit.  AN'ithout  adverting  to  the  many  declarations  of  his  Catholic  Majesty, 
made  in  his  royal  orders,  of  dates  both  previous  and  subsequent,  tliat  lands  should  lie  granted  iu  propor- 
tion to  the  workers  of  a  faniil3',  or,  in  other  words,  that  no  man  should  have  granted  to  him  more  lands 
than  he  could  cultivate;  and,  furthermore,  that  lands  should  only  be  given  for  the  sake  of  cultivation  and 
improvement,  and  not  for  the  sake  of  speculation,  we  might  admit,  for  tlu;  sake  of  argument,  that  the 
quantity  to  be  granted  was  li'ft  only  to  the  governor's  discretion.  That  discretion  has  been  exercised  by 
(iovernm-  Quesada,  in  the  first  place,  and  afterwards  by  Governor  White.  This  last  governor,  in  his  letter 
to  the  Marquis  De  Someiuelos,  the  ca|itain  general  of  Cuba,  dated  October  \!),  1803,  uses  these  words: 
"My  predecessor  has  assigned  one  hundred  acres  of  land  to  tlu^  fathers  of  families,  and  fifty  to  each  child 
or  slave,  whether  full  grown  or  small,  a  quantit}' really  excessive,  and  could  only  have  taken  place  at  that 
time  in  which  there  were  few  strangers  who  came  in  solicitude  of  lands;  but  at  present  there  are  man3' 
who  come,  and  consequently  there  would  result  the  greatest  injury  in  the  improvement  of  the  province, 
unless  said  number  of  acres  be  diminished,  on  account  of  its  being  more  than  one  individual  can  cultivate 
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in  a  year,  even  iliviilnl  iiiln  tliirc  |i:iits.  fur  the  |iiir|iiisf  uf  p,-iviiin-  rcsl  lo  the  laiuls.      Wliii-h  circmiistiiiK'C 
I  have  luul  also  ])rosoiit  tor  the  th'diietiiui  wliieh   has  liecu  iiiaih'." 

Alter  tliis,  it  is  iiii|)Ossilile  for  us  to  beIit'\-('  that  (lovenior  W'hiti',  citlier  hrfarr  or  aflrr  dliinrr,  ever 
made  a  grant  of  3()8,f')4()  acres  of  hiiul  to  any  inilividual  whatever.  The  f;'rantee  cannot  chiini  the  land 
under  the  hiws  of  the  Indies,  or  the  royal  orders  of  1T.")4  or  17'.HI,  and  we  know  of  no  authority  vested  in 
the  Spanish  j;'overnor,  before  the  year  ISIy,  to  make  a  s'rant  to  any  individual  I'or  services,  hovvever  mucii 
more  than  Governor  W.  that  tifovernor  may  iiave  been  tlisposed  to  be  lilieral. 

If  we  look  at  tiie  j^rant  itself,  and  take  the  claim  and  merits  (if  Miranda,  as  set  forth  by  himsell',  to  bo 
true,  how  ciuitemptibh-  and  ridiculous  do  they  seem  when  viewed  as  a  basis  for  a  j^-rant  like  this.  P.  Mi- 
randa, second  pilot  of  the  launch  of  the  bar  of  this  port,  promoted  liy  his  disting-uished  merits  and  skill, 
from  a  common  rower  on  board  of  said  launch,  elaiuis  a  principality  as  his  reward.  In  addition  to  high 
services  as  pilot  and  rower,  he  represents  that  he  has  made  some  mag-nilicent  expeditions  in  the  rivers 
of  this  province,  and  then,  for  ids  services  and  his  [loverty, .modestly  begs  for  eight  leagues  S([uare,  by 
virtue  of  the  royal  orders  for  the  granting  of  lands  gratis  to  S[)anish  subjects. 

We  will  not  i)ronounee  this  grant  a  forgery,  and   thus  debar  the  party  of  tlie  rights  which  lie  may 
have  acquired  by  the  law  of  May  23,  1828.     We  are  prevented  from  this  by  tlie  deposition  of  Segue  and 
Alvarez;   but  we  think  it  our  duty  to  say  that  we  view  any  grant   i)urporting   to  be   made  by  Governor 
AVhite  to  a  larger  amount  than  is  prescrilied  by  the  royal  or<lers  and  by  his  own  regulation  as  extremely' 
suspicious.     We  consider  him  the  most  correct  governor  who  has  ever  presided  in  East  Florida,  the  most 
strictly  observant  of  tlie  laws,  and  the  most  parsimonious  of  the  jiulilic  lands,  and  we  do  firmly  believe 
that  if  his  cxam|de  had  been  followed  by  his  successors,  and  if'  Iiia  name  had  netivr  been  signed  after  /u's 
death,  there  would  now  be  no  confusion  in  the  land  titles  of  East  Florida.     We  furthermore   believe  that 
previous  to  the  year  1803  (iovernor  AVhite  never  made  a  grant  of  land  more  extt'usive  than  that  [irescribed 
by  the  regulations  of  (^uesada,  nor  subsequently  to  that  period  more  extensive  than  was  liermitted  by  his 
own.     We  do  not  believe  that  he  has  ever  yet  made  a  grant  for  services,  nor  for  anything  other  than  head 
rights;  that  he  has  never  made  a  grant,  iclien  lirinij,  of  20,000  acres  to  one  individual,  whatever  he  may 
have  done  since  dead,  and  that  he  has  never  made  a  grant  within  tlie   Indian  boundaries,  within  which 
limits  this  land  then  lay.     It  is  true  that  the  original  of  this  document  or  claim  has  been  found  in  the  office 
of  the  public  archives,  but  it  is  a  matter  of  history  that  the  papers  now  deposited  there  were  for  a  long- 
time after  the  change  of  government  most  loosely  kept  and  guarded,  and  it  was  a  matter  of  equal  facility 
to  take  a  paper  out  or  smuggle  it  in.     From  the  best  evidence  wo  have  been  able  to  acquire  upon  this 
subject,  it  appears  to  the  bcjard  that  there  were  two  offices  at  this  place  under  the  Spanish  government: 
the  escribano  office,  which  was  regularly  kept  in  books,  stitched  together  in  consecutive  pages,  with  all 
the  rec(jrds  closely  tVillowing  each  other,  so  as  to  make  it  extremely  difficult  to  interpolate  a  grant.     For 
the  records  of  this  office  we  have  high  respect;   it  seems  to   have   been  a  place  where   all   grants  were 
recorded  when  fully^  matured.     The  other,  the  office  of  the  governor's  secretary,  was  of  a  different  char- 
acter; here  all  the  papers  were  in  loose   and  detached  sheets,  easj^  to  have  been  taken  away,  or  to  have 
had  a  forged  document  thrust  among  them,  without  the  power  of  detection.     This  is  the  office  in  which 
all  the  memorials  for  lands,  with  the  inchoate  decree  of  the  governor,  were  first  thrown;  and  it  does  appear 
to  the  board  that  these  first  decrees  do  in  no  case  amount  to  a  grant,  but  barely  give  to  the  applicant  the 
right  to   become  a  settler  upon  the  performance  of  all  the  conditions  imposed  by  the  law.     We  will  give 
an  exempilification  of  our  ideas:  A  15,  upon  ciniiing  into  the  province,  if  he  is  a  new  settler,  writes  his 
memorial  to  the  governor,  and  applies  for  50,000  acres  of  laud.     The  governor  says,  "  Let  it  be  granted 
until,  according  to  the  number  of  his  famil.y,  the  portion  to  which  he  is  entitled  is  allotted  to  him."     This 
paper  is  thrown  into  the  governor's  secretary's  office,  and,  as  we  conceive,  is  itself  no  record,  and  conveys 
no  title.     It  is  a  bare  permission  to  the  applicant  to  settle  in  the  country,  and  to  receive  his  lands,  if  he 
shall  take  the  oath  of  allegiance;  50,000  acres,  if  he  has  workers  enough  to  justify  the  grant,  and  500  if 
b\'  tin;  number  of  his  family  he  is  entitled  to  no  more.     It  will  not  be  pretended  that  the  party  could  claim 
the  lands  thus  granted  if  he  never  afterwards  took  the  oath  of  alleg'iance,  nor  can  it  be  pretended  that  by 
the  mere  grant,  as  above  supposed,  the  50,000  acres  are  conveyed  until-  some  subsequent  step  is  taken 
by  the  party  to  consummate  his  title.     In  addition  to  the  oath  of  allegiance,  he  was  required  tn  swear  to 
the  number  of  his  workers,  and  when  this  was  done,  according  to  the  number  of  his  workers  was  the  quan- 
tily  granted,  and  subsequently  surve3'ed  by  the  public  survej'or.     Then  it  was  that  the  documents  were 
all  transferred  to  the  ofiice  of  the  escribano,  fairly  written  out  in  a  book  of  records,  and  entitled  to  the 
fullest  confidence;  Init  the  loose  papers  in  the  governor's  secretary's  office,  the  first  memorial  and  decree, 
such  as  we  have  just  described  it,  do  not  seem  to  have  conveyed  any  title,  to  have  been  considered  any 
record,  or  worthy  of  any  preservation.     It  was  over  this  last  office  that  Thomas  de  Aguilar  presided;  it  is 
from  this  office  that  so  many  monstrous  grants  have  emanated;  it  is  from  this  office  that  the  originals  of 
Thomas  de  Aguilar's  certificates  of  grants  are  lost,  and  it  is  in  this  office  that  the  original  of  the  grant 
before  us  is  to  be  found.     It  may  be  as  well  from  the  loose  manner  in   v.-liich   these   documents    in    the 
governor's  secretary's  office  were  kept  as  from  the  little  faith  to  be  attached  to  Aguilar's  certificates  that 
so  many  of  the  originals  of  those  certificates  are  lost;  and,  if  the  view  which  we  have  taken  of  this  matter 
be  correct,  Aguilar  may  have  been  a  meritorious  ofiicer,  his  certificates  perfectly  genuine,  and  the  grants 
which  are  pretended  to  be  conveyed  by  them  of  no  validity.     It  is  possilde  that,  after  making  the  appli- 
cation for  the  lands,  as  certified  by  Aguilar,  the  party,  unable  or  unwilling  to  compl^y  with  the  conditions, 
had  abandoned  his  intention  of  becoming  a  Spanish  subject  and  a  Spanisli  grantee,  and  yet,  having  scru- 
pulously preserved  the  certificate  of  Aguilar,  given  at  the  time  when  the  original,  known  to  be  of  no 
value,  was  thrown  away,  has  come  before  this  board  since  the  change  of  Hags  and  applied  for  the  lands; 
and  such  a  case,  if  it  were  not  for  the  "grant  on  absolute  pr(.iperty,"  might  we  deem  this  of  Miranda's  to 
be.     If  he  had  asked  for  ten  leagues  square  of  Governor  White,  and  the  governor  had  said,  "  Let  it  be 
done  in  proportion  to  his  family,"  and  Miranda  had  proved  that  he  had  a  thousand  negroes  or  a  thousand 
children,  Miranda  would  have  been  entitled  to  the  amount,  however  large,  which,  by  the  regulations,  he 
could  claim  for  them;  but  as  he  has  proved  neither  the  one  nor  the  other,  and  has  never  surveyed  the 
land,  even  if  the  grant  be  genuine,  he  can  take  nothing  b_y  a  title  like  this. 

No.  18. — F.  M.  Arredondo,  claimant  for  1,500  acres  rf  land. 

This  is  a  part  of  a  grant  for  10,000  acres  of  land  made  to  Entralgo,  and  recommended  for  confirmation 
by  the  board  of  land  commissioners. 
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No.  19. — bellon  A.  Copp,  claimant  for  1,500  acres  of  land. 
This  is  a  part  of  a  grant  made  to  George  Clarke  for  26,000  acres,  already  reported. 

No.  20. — A.  Gay,  claimant  for  500  acres  of  land. 
This  is  a  part  of  a  grant  made  to  George  Fleming,  and  reported  in  this  abstract,  No.  7. 

No.  21. — Peter  Miranda,  claimant  for  2,000  acres  of  land 

This  is  a  part  of  10,000  acres  claimed  by  Miranda,  and  recommended  to  Congress  for  confirmation  by 
the  former  board  of  land  commissioners. 

A  part  of  this  same  claim,  4,000  acres,  has  been  sold  to  Juan  B.  Entralgo,  and  recommended  by  the 
same  board. 

No.  22. — Jos.  M.  Hernandez,  claimant  for  10,000  acres  of  land  at  Salt  Spi'ing. 
No.  23.  "  "        '  5,000  ""  icest  side  of  St.  John's. 

No.  24.  "  "  5,000  "  east  of  St.' John's. 

No.  25.— Frs.    P.    Sanchez,  "  1,400 

These  tracts  are  all  claimed  under  the  same  title.  On  the  18th  November,  1817,  Joseph  M.  Hernandez 
alleging,  in  his  memorial  to  the  governor,  ''That  his,  the  governor's,  power  for  the  distribution  of  land 
is  unlimited,"  for  the  several  causes  of  "military  services  and  an  increased  force  on  the  part  of  the 
petitioner,"  prayed  the  donation  of  20,000  acres  of  land,  divided  as  above  specified.  The  governor  alleges 
that,  as  the  petitioner  is  one  of  those  who  contribute  most  to  the  improvement  of  the  province,  the  land 
is  granted  in  absolute  property  and  dominion. 

In  1820,  on  the  application  of  Hernandez,  Andrew  Burgevin  was  authorized  to  survej'  the  several 
tracts.  He  did  so,  and  for  his  service  Hernandez  conveyed  to  him  1,400  acres,  the  same  now  claimed  by 
P.  P.  Sanchez,  No.  25. 

If  Hernandez  is  correct  in  his  memorial,  &c.,  "the  power  of  the  governor  to  grant  lands  was  unlimited," 
then  this  claim  of  20,000  acres  is  good;  but,  as  we  entertain  and  have  expressed  a  different  opinion  upon 
that  subject,  we  cannot  recommend  the  whole  of  it  for  confirmation. 

No.  26. — Francis  P.  Sanchez,  claimant  for  500  acres  nf  land. 

This  is  a  part  of  10,000  acres  granted  to  F.  M.  Arredondo,  5,000  acres  of  which,  lying  upon  Back 
creek,  was  sold  to  John  B.  Entralgo,  in  whose  name  that  quantity  was  recommended  bj'  the  former  board 
of  land  commissioners;  and  4,000  acres  of  the  same  grant,  lying  east  of  Spring  Garden,  have  been 
recommended  in  the  name  of  the  same  individual.  These  three  are  parts  of  one  integral  grant,  and  cannot 
be  severed  in  the  decision. 

No.  27. — Henry  Eckford,  claimant  for  46,080  acres  of  land,  Hdlsboro'  bay. 
This  is  part  of  the  land  claimed  by  Pedro  Miranda,  No.  17  of  this  report. 

No.  iS.^asjyer  Ward,  claimant  for  128,000  acres  of  land. 
No.  29. — Dionisia  Segue,  claimant  for  5,333  aovs  of  land. 
No.  30.~Dionisia  Segue,  claimant  for  4,000  acres  of  land. 
No.  31. — Anne  Ortega,  claimant  for  100  acres  of  land. 
No.  32. — Anne  Ortega,  claimant  for  100  acres  of  land. 
No.  33. — Ralph  King,  claimant  for  5,000  acirs  of  land. 

These  claims  are  portions  of  largo  grants  purchased  of  the  grantees  by  the  several  claimants. 

No.  28  is  a  moiety  of  a  large  Alachua  grant  made  to  F.  M.  Arredondo  &  Son,  which  was  recommended 
for  confirmation  by  the  board  of  land  commissioners. 

No.  29  is  a  part  of  a  mill  grant  made  to  Samuel  Miles,  and  reported  on  by  this  board  during  the 
session  of  1827. 

No.  30  is  a  part  of  a  grant  made  to  E.  M.  Gomez,  and  reported  on  above.  No.  4. 

No.  31  is  a  part  of  a  large  grant  made  to  Peter  Miranda.     See  this  report.  No.  21. 

No.  32  is  part  of  a  grant  made  to  A.ntonio  Huertas,  which  was  recommended  by  the  board  of  com- 
missioners. 

No.  33  is  part  of  a  mill  grant  claimed  by  F.  Bethune,  and  reported  on  by  this  board  during  the  last 
session. 

No.  34. — Andi-ew  Burgevin,  claimant  for  500  acres  of  land. 

No.  35. — A.  Burgevin,  claimant  for  500  acres  of  land. 

No.  34  is  situated  on  a  branch  that  runs  from  the  west  into  the  river  St.  John's,  and  is  about  twelve 
miles  south  of  Lake  George.  It  is  a  part  of  a  larger  grant  made  to  A.  Huertas,  and  already  reported  on, 
by  whom  this  tract  was  sold  to  the  present  claimant. 

No.  35  is  situated  at  a  place  called  Big  Spring,  and  is  a  portion  of  a  large  grant  made  to  Peter 
Miranda,  and  also  reported  on. 
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No.  oCk — Jacob  WiirkUy,  <-!atinaut  for  4  niiics  .'••quarr  af  land. 

This  claim  was  filed  here  on  the  l"2tli  XoV(Mnlifr,  1S28,  and  \vr  ivgrct  that  it  was  fik'il  at  all,  as  it  is 
decidedly  the  most  confounded  claim  that  has  ever  been  in-esentod  to  ns;  it  is  a  mill  prant,  all  of  which 
we  thouirht  we  had  decided  on  during-  thejast  year.  On  the  Slth  .\pril,  1817,  Jacoli  Worldly,  rcpresentint^ 
himself  to  be  desirous  of  buildinLC  a  water  saw-mill  on  Trout  creek,  on  the  river  St.  John's,  applied  for  a 
rig-ht  of  "four  miles  square,  or  its  equivalent,  for  the  necessary  and  contingent  consumption  of  wood."  On 
the  3d  June,  same  year,  the  grant  was  made  hy  Governor  Coppinger,  under  the  precise  conditions  "that 
until  the  said  machinery  is  erected  the  concession  shall  be  without  cOect;"  and  further,  "with  the  under- 
standing that  unless  the  construction  of  said  machinery  shall  take  place  within  the  term  of  six  months 
from  the  date  hereof  the  said  grant  shall  be  null  and  of  no  value." 

This  was  in  June,  181T;  the  claim,  as  we  have  said  before,  was  filed  in  1828,  a  term  of  more  than 
eleven  years.  It  is  not  proved  or  pretended  that  the  machinery  was  erected  within  the  six^  months 
prescribed  by  the  grant,  or  at  any  subsequent  period  up  to  the  present  time,  and  yet  it  is  claimed  by 
Worldh'.     It  is  rejected. 

No.  37  — The  heirs  of  Thomas  Filch,  daimants  for  4,5(t0  acres  of  land. 

Governor  Coppinger  issues  a  royal  title  for  four  thousand  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  situated  on  the 
river  Halifax,  for  services  under  the  ro^yal  order  of  March  29,  1815,  to  Fernando  do  la  Maza  Arredondo.  jr., 
which  title  is  dated  March  7,  1816.  Thomas  Fitch  has  purchased  of  Arredondo,  and  claimT  before  this 
board.     It  is  considered  a  good  claim,  and  we  recommend  it  for  confirmation. 

No.  38. — Domingo  Fernandas,  claimant  for  16,000  acres  of  land. 


claim  is  bad;  it  is  supported  by  no  other  evidence  than  Aguilar's  certificate,  dated  November  17, 
;  purports  to  have  been  granted  for  the  many  losses  and  services  of  the  petitioner.  The  lands 
;d  by  the  petition  itself  in  Cabbage  swamp.     We  cannot  recommend  it  for  confirmation. 


This  claim  is  bad; 
1817.     It 
are  located 

C.  DOWNING. 

W.  n.  ALLEN. 
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This  is  a  part  of  a  grant  of  10,000  acres  made  to  Entralgo. 
and  recommended  for  confirmation  by  the  board  of  com- 
missioners. 
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This  is  part  of  a  grant  of  10,000  acres  made  to  Miranda, 
some  portion  of  which  has  bren  recommended  for  con- 
flrmation  by  the  former  commissioners. 
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Thi3  is  a  part  of  a  grant  of  10,000  acres  10  F.  M.  Arrcdon- 
do,  the  most  of  which  has  been  recommended  for  con- 
firmation by  the  board  of  commissioners. 
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reported  on  at  length  above.  No.  17. 
This  is  a  moiety  of  the  Alachua  grant,  which  was  rccoin- 

inendod  for  confirmation. 
Part  of  a  mill  grant,  and  reported  by  this  board  during  the 

session  of  1827. 
Part  of  a  grant  of  ID,000  aercn.     (See  No.  4  of  this  report) 
Part  of  a  larger  grant.    (See  this  report,  No.  21.) 
Part  of  a  grant  which  was  reconunended  by  the  board  of 

coinmis§ioners. 
Part  of  a  mill  grant  to  F.  B<-thune,  and  reported  on  by  ihi:^ 

board  during  the  last  session. 
Part  of  a  large  grant  already  reported  on. 
Part  of  a  large  grant  also  reported  on. 

This  is  a  mill  grant,  situatW  on  Trout  creek,  riverSt.  John's. 
This  land  is  situated  on  the  river  Halifax,  granted  undt-r 

the  order  of  1815. 
This  grant  purports  to  have  been  made  for  servicis. 
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REPORTS  NOS.  4,  5,  6,  AND  1,  AND  NOS.  1,  2,  3,  AND  4,  OF  DONATION  CLAIMS. 

No.  4. 

DONATION  CLAIMS— REPORT  NO.   1. 

No.  L — A7id7-ew  Pacety,  claimant  for  640  acres. 

The  land  i.s  situated  on  Armstrong  branch,  fourteen  or  tifteen  miles  west  of  St.  Augustine.  Antonio 
Coneres  and  Antonio  Ponce  depose  that  the  claimant  commenced  his  cultivation  in  1818,  and  has  con- 
tinued it  ever  since;  that  he  was  then  over  twentj'-one  years  of  age;  has  a  white  family,  two  negroes, 
and  a  stock  of  cattle,  and  no  claim  derived  from  the  Spanish  or  British  government.     Confirmed. 

No.  2. — Eleanor  Hogins,  claimant  for  640  acres. 

Robert  Hutchinson  and  William  Black  swear  to  the  cultivation  from  1818  to  the  present  time.  Her 
husband  is  since  dead,  leaving  herself  a  widow  with  one  child  and  several  negroes.  Hutchinson  says  the 
husband  had  a  grant  from  the  Spanish  government,  but  the  land  was  found  to  be  covered  by  an  older 
grant  and  abandoned.     The  claim  is  confirmed  to  Mrs.  Hogins. 

No.  3  — The  heirs  of  John  Garcias,  claimants  for  200  acres  of  land. 

John  M.  Bowden  deposes  to  the  cultivation  of  the  land  from  the  year  1818  to  the  death  of  Garcias 
in  1822.  The  case  is  fully  made  out,  with  the  exception  of  the  quantity  to  which  he  is  entitled;  we  think 
the  quantity  allowed  is  all  that  can  be  given  under  the  deposition. 

No.  4. —  William  Silcox,  claimant  for  640  acivs. 

This  land  lies  on  Willis  creek,  near  Cedar  swamp,  in  the  county  of  Duval,  and  on  the  St.  John's 
river.  Two  witnesses  swear  that  in  1819  he  was  the  head  of  a  family,  and  21  years  of  age,  and  lived  on 
the  tract  claimed  the  whole  of  that  year,  and  some  time  previous.  We  have  no  criterion  by  which  to 
judge  of  the  size  of  his  family,  but  as  he  appears  to  be  an  old  settler,  and  the  land  is  poor,  we  confirm 
to  him  the  640  acres  of  land. 

No.  5. — John  Edge,  claimant  for  640  acres. 

Three  witnesses  prove  that  he  is  fairly  entitled  to  the  land  claimed.  It  lies  at  the  head  of  Sawpit 
branch,  south  of  Julington  creek.  He  settled  it  in  1818,  with  a  large  family,  and  has  resided  on  it  ever 
since.     Confirmed. 

No.  6. — John  Can;  claimant  for  250  acres. 

This  land  is  situated  on  the  south  side  of  Lofton's  swamp,  emptying  into  Nassau  river. 
George  Wilds  proves  cultivation  from  1817  to  the  date  of  his  affidavit,  1825;  he  proves  all  that  is 
required  by  the  statute.     There  is  no  evidence  as  to  the  size  of  his  family,  and  250  acres  are  confirmed. 

No.  7. — John  Dij:on,  claimant  for  350  acres. 

This  land  is  situated  on  St.  Mary's  river,  on  the  public  road.  Two  witnesses  prove  the  claimant  to 
have  lived  on  the  land  twenty  years.  In  one  of  his  papers  he  claims  640  acres,  in  another  350.  We 
confirm  to  him  350  acres. 

No.  8. — Reuben  Charles,  claimant  for  350  cc;-es. 

This  tract  is  about  12  miles  north  of  St.  Augustine,  in  the  Twelve  Mile  swamp.  George  Gianoply 
deposes  "  that  in  1818  he  was  upon  the  land  claimed  by  Charles,  who  had  a  large  log-house  on  said 
land,  and  had  three  or  four  acres  cleared;  that  in  the  j^car  1819  he  planted  rice,"  &c.  Andrew  Storrs 
was  there  in  the  year  1822,  and  found  Charles  and  his  family  in  possession.  William  Hartley  and  James 
Plummer  prove  his  possession  before  1819,  and  afterwards;  that  he  was  a  married  man,  and  fifty  or  sixty 
years  old.     Another  witness  proves  that  he  has  no  land  derived  from  the  British  or  Spanish  government. 

There  is  no  witness  to  prove  the  number  of  his  family,  but,  from  all  the  circumstances,  we  think  fit 
to  give  him  350  acres. 

No.  9. — Bartolo  Solana,  claimant  for  640  acres. 

This  land  is  situated  near  Big  Cypress  swamp,  and  near  the  St.  John's  river.  It  is  proved  by  one 
witness  that  claimant  settled  this  lan(t  in  1816,  and  has  lived  on  it  to  the  present  time;  that  he  has  a 
large  family,  and  a  stock  of  one  hundred  head  of  cattle;  and  that  he  has  no  claim  from  the  British  or 
Spanish  government.     It  is  confirmed. 

No.  10. — ilagdalena  Solana,  claimant  for  640  acres. 

This  land  is  situated  on  the  south  side  of  Six  Mile  creek,  cast  of  St.  John's  river. 

Andres  Papy  and  Bartolo  Solana  prove  "  that  from  1818  to  the  present  time  the  claimant  has 
possessed  and  cultivated  the  land."  "  She  has  a  daughter  and  three  negroes."  We  confirm  to  her  this 
claim.  Some  time  after  the  24th  January,  1818,  a  grant  was  made  to  her  deceased  husband  of  1,000  acres 
of  land,  which  claim  was  barred  by  the  treaty,  and  is  therefore  equivalent  to  no  grant  at  all.  If  the 
Spanish  government  thought  fit  to  give  her  1,000  acres,  we  liavc  no  hesitation  in  confirming  to  her  640 
acres. 
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No.  11. — £maniirl  Cri'spo,  cluimanl fur  040  cwrc^. 

This  land  is  .said  to  be  situated  aliout  a  mile  to  the  north  ol'  Tocoy  creek,  near  St  John's  river. 

It  is  in  proof  before  the  board  that  claimant  has  been  in  continued  possession  of  tiie  land,  with  a 
numerous  family,  from  the  year  1818  to  the  present  time,  and  every  waj'  entitled  to  the  land.  It  is 
confirmed. 

No.  12. — Iliihcri  Jli/lcr,  rkdinant  fur  200  oc/v.s'  af'  land. 

Many  witnesses  have  deposed  to  tlie  fact  that  James  Baird,  in  the  lirst  instance,  and  afterwards  tiie 
present  claimant,  who  intermarried  with  Baird's  widow  after  his  deatli,  cultivated  a  place  called  Martin's 
Island,  from  the  year  1814  to  1S22.  The  island  is  supposed  to  contain  about  200  acres,  and  as  the 
evidence  is  perfect,  the  claim  is  contirmcd. 

C.   DOWXIN'G. 
\V.   II.  ALLEN. 


ABSTRACT  No.  4. 


Eeporl  No.  1,  of  donation  claims  n-Jiich  have  been  confirmed  by  thr  register  and  receieer  for  East  Florida 

during  the  .'session  of  1828. 


Nos. 


1 
2 
3 

4 

5 

6 

T 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 


Names  of  claimants. 


Andrew  Pacety 

Eleanor  Hogans 

The  heirs  of  Juan  Garcias 

William  Silcox 

John  Edge 

John  Carr 

John  Dixon 

Reuben  Charles 

Bartolo  Solana 

Magdalena  Solana 

Emanuel  Crespo 

Robert  Miller 


Quantity. 


Acres. 
640 
640 
200 
040 
640 
250 
350 
350 
640 
640 
040 
200 


Situation. 


14  or  15  miles  west  of  St.  Augustine 

Potsburgh  creek,  St.  John's  river 

1  mile  from  St.  John's  river 

Willis's  creek,  Cedar  swamp 

Head  of  Sawpit  branch,  south  of  Julington  . . . . 

South  side  Lcjftin's  swamp,  Nassau  river 

St.  Mary's  river,  on  the  public  road 

12  miles  N.of  St.  Augustine,  Twelve  Mile  swamp 
Near  Big  Cypress  swamp,  St.  John's  river  .  .  . . 
South  of  Six  Mile  creek,  cast  of  St.  John's  river. 
North  of  Tocoy  creek,  near  St.  John's  river.  . . . 
Martin's  island 


General  remarks. 


C.  DOWNING. 
W.  H.  ALLEN, 


No.  5. 

DONATION  CLAIMS— REPORT  No.  2. 

No.  1. — John  Jone.':,  claimant  for  040  acre.-^  of  land. 

John  Jones  has  two  claims  before  the  board  derived  from  Spanish  grants:  one,  for  100  acres,  has  been 
confirmed;  the  other,  for  500,  has  been  rejected.  It  may  or  may  not  be  the  same  individual,  though  we 
are  inclined  to  believe  it  is.  P"'ive  or  six  witnesses  testify  that  Jones  never  settled  upon  tliis  land  until 
August,  1823.     This  claim  is  rejected. 

No.  2. — John  B.  Strong,  claimant  for  640  acres  of  land. 

This  claim  is  supported  liy  no  evidence  ;  and  it  is  a  matter  of  notoriety  that  he  never  lived  in  the 
country.     Rejected. 

No.  3. — Henry  Swinney,  claimant  for  640  acres  of  land. 
There  is  no  evidence  in  this  claim,  and  we  reject  it. 

No.  4. — Abraham  Bellamy,  claimant  for  640  acres  cf  land. 
There  is  no  evidence,  and  the  claim  is  rejected. 

No.  5. —  William  HaddocL,  claimant  for  640  acres  of  land. 
No  evidence.     Rejected. 

No.  6. —  Thomas  Jones,  claimant  for  640  acres  of  land. 
There  is  no  evidence,  and  it  is  rejected. 
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Xo.  1. —  Wiliiam  Hart,  claimant  for  640  acres  of  land. 

This  laud  is  situated  on  tlie  west  side  of  St.  John's  river,  on  Trout  and  Moncriff 's  creeks. 

This  claim  is  rejected  for  two  reasons:  Fini.  That  four  witnesses  are  sworn  that  William  Hart  lived 
upon  the  land,  improved,  and  cultivated  the  same  in  1810  or  1812. 

They  furtiier  add  that  he  and  his  heirs  have  had  possession  of  the  land  ever  since.  From  this  testimony 
it  is  evident  that  the  possession  spoken  of  is  what  the  deponents  consider  a  legal  possession.  The  law  of 
1824  requires  that  on  February  22,  1819,  the  claimant  should  have  actually  inhabited  and  cultivated 
the  tract.     This  does  not  appear  by  the  testimony  to  be  the  case. 

Secondly.  William  Hart,  by  his  representatives,  has  presented  to  this  board  a  claim  for  1,400  acres 
of  land,  derived  from  the  Spanish  government. — (No.  42,  report  2.) 

Xo.  8. — James  Burney,  claimant  for    640  ao'es  of  land. 

This  land  is  situated  on  the  south  side  of  Trout  creek,  near  the  mouth  of  Six  Mile  creek. 

From  the  testimony  of  Robert  Rawlins  and  Benjamin  Rawlins,  it  appears  that  the  claimant  lived 
upon  this  land  from  the  year  1818  to  1820,  but  it  nowhere  appears  that  he  was  then  21  years  of  age,  or 
the  head  of  a  family,  or  tliat  he  had  any  claim  derived  from  the  Spanish  or  British  government. 

It  should,  moreover,  be  added  that  this  claim  was  filed  in  this  ofBce  on  the  3d  October  of  the  present 
year;  and  we  are  under  the  impression  that  the  period  allowed  to  parties  to  file  their  claims,  which,  by 
the  law  of  1827,  expired  on  the  1st  November  of  that  year,  was  not  revived  by  the  law  of  1828.  For 
these  reasons  this  claim  is  rejected. 

No.  9. — John  Ashlon,  claimant  for  640  acres  of  land. 

This  land  lies  about  a  mile  from  Mr.  Cowen's,  and  twelve  miles  from  St.  John's  river. 

Joseph  Somerall  swears  that  the  claimant  was  driven  off  of  the  place  in  1812  by  the  dangers  of  the 
revolution;  that  he  was  a  single  man,  and  upwards  of  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

The  law  requires  the  party  to  live  upon  the  land  in  1819,  which  he  did  not;  that  he  should  be  the  head 
of  a  family,  which  a  single  man  without  slaves  is  not;  that  he  should  have  no  claim  derived  from  the 
Spanish  government;  and  Ashton  has  filed  the  certificate  of  survey  of  George  Clarke,  for  300  acres,  dated 
April  10,  1818.  For  all  these  reasons,  and  because  the  claim  was  never  filed  until  November,  1828,  it  is 
rejected. 

No.  10. — Manuel  Solana,  claimant  for  040  acres  of  land. 

This  land  is  described  to  be  "  eight  miles  south  of  Picolata  Fort,  on  the  St.  John's  river." 

There  are  three  depositions  in  this  case: 

1st.  John  Andrew,  who  says,  "in  1817  or  1818,  on  a  place  near  McCullock's  branch,  the  claimant 
resided  and  had  some  cattle;  that  he  had  a  person  living  on  said  land  who  cultivated  a  part  of  it." 
Andrew  afterwards  stated  to  the  receiver,  Mr.  Allen,  that  he  had  been  mistaken  as  to  the  property,  and 
knew  nothing  of  the  matter. 

2d.  Manuel  Crespo  deposes  that  he  is  acquainted  with  claimant,  who  took  possession  of  this  tract  in 
1819,  and  built  houses  thereon;  and  he  does  not  know  that  claimant  owns  any  other  lands  in  the  Territory. 

3d.  C.  W.  Clarke  swears  that  he  knows  the  claimant,  whom  he  considers  as  a  head  of  a  family. 

This  claim  is  rejected:  First.  Because  it  does  not  appear,  from  the  deposition  of  Crespo,  that  Solana 
was  in  possession  of  the  land  on  the  22d  day  of  February,  1819. 

Secondly.  Solana  is  a  single  man,  without  property,  and,  whatever  Mr.  Clarke  may  think,  cannot  be 
considered  as  the  head  of  a  family. 

No.  11. — John  Toy,  claimant  for  640  acres  of  land. 

No.  12. — Francis  Durant,  claimant  f\r  640  acres. 

X'o.  13. — Joseph  Watson,  claimant  for  640  acres. 

No.  14. — Richard  D.  Ford,  claimant  for  640  acres. 

No.  15. — Peter  Nicholas,  claimant  for  640  acres. 

No.  16 — Nathaniel  Tanner,  claimant  for  640  acres. 

No.  17. — Jesse  Wilson,  claimant  for  040  acres. 

No.  18. —  Blake  Williamson,  claimant  for  640  acres. 

No.  19. — Robert  Gilbert,  claimant  for  232  acres. 

No.  20. — Joseph  R.  Prevat,  claimant  for  640  acres. 

No.  21. — Richard  Tice,  claimant  for  640  acres. 

No.  22. — Ann  Stalling,  claimant  for  640  acres-. 

No.  23. — John  Bellamy,  claimant  for  640  acres. 

No.  24. —  Thomas  Prevat,  claimam  for  640  aci'es. 

"  Xo.  2.5. — John  Bellamy,  claimant  for  150  acre.«. 
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\o.  2(!. —  William  Willinin^oii,  clniuwiil.  I'ar  (i40  acrcA. 

In  those  cases,  fivini  Xn.  II  tn  2(i,  iiu'lusiv<',  tlii/rc  is  im  cviilrnci'  wliatcvcr,  um!  Iliry  uii'  all  rfjcctoiL 

X'ti.  "11.  --Wiliirmi  (iiirdiicr,  rlaiiiuinl  I'nr  tilO  ni-rcii. 

This  land  is  situated  near  the  St.  John's  ri\cr. 

Two  witnesses  swear  that  claimant  "ncirv  loo/.-  no  Jinnl  rii/hly,"  exi-i'iit  lAO  acres  on  Jiilin^ion  creek. 
His  taking-  this  150  acres  is  fatal  to  iiis  donation  claim       Itejeeted. 

Xd.  "28. — Xalhaiiicl  Sifphcns,  chdmaiil  for  040  acres. 

This  land  lies  on  the  Little  St.  Mary's  river. 

The  evideni'e  in  this  case  proves  that  in  1818  the  claimant  lived  niion  the  land,  wilh  a  wile  and  two 
children.  I5ailcy,  the  witness,  was  at  his  residence  in  1818,  and  whether  he  renjained  there  nntil  the  22d 
February,  ISl'.l,  does  not  appear;  wherefore  it  is  rejected. 

X^o.  20. — Jli'iijaniiii  Ilairliii^,  chihiidjil  lor  (141)  (ii-rr.-;. 

Kawlins  claims  the  land  lying  in  the  County  of  Alachua,  on  .'-!an  Fil.isko  creek.  'I'he  testimony  |iro- 
duccd  clashes  with  his  claim.  John  U|)tegrove,  the  onl^-  witness  sworn,  depn.ses,  in  1825,  "that  he, 
claimant,  had  resided  on  a  ]dace  called  ]{ear  Branch,  Xassau  creek,  Lhival  county,  from  the  year  1818  to 
that  time.  We  cannot  conlirm  to  him  the  })lacc  on  Bear  Branch,  fm-  he  does  not  claim  it,  nor  the  place 
in  Alachua,  for  he  dues  not  prove  his  claim;  and  they  are  widely  a[iart. 

No.  30. — Emanuel  D.  Moll,  elaimanl  for  640  acres. 

Tlie  land  lies  ou  the  river  St.  John's. 

Samuel  Fairbanks  and  John  Jones  both  swear  that  the  claimant  settled  on  the  land  about  two  years 
before  the  Sth  day  of  December,  1824,  the  date  of  tlieir  deposition.  This  carries  the  settleuient  back  to 
December  8,  1822,  and  the  claim  must,  of  course,  fie  rejected. 

No.  31. — John  Anilre>i\  elaimanl  for  ()40  acres. 

B.  Solana  de|:iuses  that  two  years  prc\'ious  to  the  exchange  of  llags  claimant  look  possession  (jf  {\\o. 
land,  planted  i)otatoes  and  pumpkins,  kept  stock,  and  had  cow-pens;  built  a  house  when  he  took  possession, 
which  blew  down  in  1825;  and  continued  in  possession  until  Seiitember  of  the  same  j"ear.  ^\"hen  cross- 
examined  he  says  that  Mr.  Andrew  had  no  negroes,  never  resided  on  the  land  for  live  or  six  months  at  a 
time,  and  was  not,  wlieu  he  took  possession,  a  married  man  or  the  head  of  a  faniil^-.     It  is  rejected. 

No.  32. — David  Williamson,  claimant  for  C40  acres. 

This  land  is  claimed  in  Alachua.  There  is  no  evidence  fded  in  the  case,  and  Horatio  Dexter  ha.s 
sworn,  in  another  case,  that  there  were  no  settlements  in  Alachua,  previous  to  the  chang-e  of  flags,  which 
we  believe  to  be  the  fact.     Tliis  claim  is  rejected. 

No.  33. —  William  Daniel,  claimant  for  640  acres. 

This  land  is  situated  on  St.  Mary's  river,  on  Deep  Run  creek.  Two  witnesses  prove  that  on  the  22d 
February,  1819,  he  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  land,  "  and  has  had  principal  control  of  his  father's  family 
before  and  after  the  date  above  mentioned." 

From  this  evidence  it  is  plain  that  Daniel  was  a  young-  man,  living  with  his  father,  and  managing- 
his  estate.     We  do  not  consider  his  case  as  embraced  by  the  law,  and  reject  it. 

No.  34. —  Thomas  ISowden,  claimant  for  640  acres. 

Two  witnesses  have  deposed  "that  when  they  know  Thomas  Bowden  (without  saying-  at  what  time) 
he  lived  on  a  certain  tract  of  land  on  the  south  side  of  Goodby's  lake,  said  to  contain  250  acres,  and 
cultivated  the  same  for  many  years." 

This  evidence  is  not  sufficient  to  support  the  claim,  and  it  is  rejected. 

No.  35. — Joseph  and  Ufaltheir  Long,  claimants  for  640  acres. 

This  land  is  said  to  be  situated  on  Graham's  creek,  near  the  King's  road.  Gab.  W.  Perpall  and 
Charles  W.  Clark  say  that  the  parents  of  the  claimants  took  possession  of  the  land  in  1800,  abandoned  it 
in  1812,  reclaimed  their  possession  before  1824,  and  the  present  claimants,  now  above  twenty-one  j-ears 
of  age,  have  had  possession  of  it  since  1822  or  1823. 

This  claim  must  be  rejected,  because  the  Longs  have  two  claims  filed  before  this  board.  No.  — , 
Report  — ,  derived  by  grants  from  the  Spanish  goverument. 

The  case  is  plain  enough.  The  Longs  had  a  grant  from  the  Spanish  government,  which,  it  will  be 
seen,  thej'  have  neglected  to  produce,  as  they  hoped  to  obtain  a  larger  amount  under  the  donation  law,- 
and  thus  they  have  lost  both  of  their  claims.* 

No.  30. — Heirs  of  Zachariah  Haddock,  claimant  for  040  acres. 

This  land  is  situated  on  Cabbage  swamp,  St.  Mary's  river. 

J.  D.  Ilart  deposes  that  in  1817  ho  was  upon  the'land  claimed;  that  it  was  then  cultivated  by  Had- 
dock, with  two  or  three  houses  built  upon  it;  that  he  was  the  head  of  a  family,  which  consisted  of  a  wife 

"  Since  writing  the  above  the  Longs  have  produced  tlieir  titles,  and  their  claim  lias  been  coufinned. — (See  Report  1,  No.  77.) 
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and  two  children,  and  was  over  the  ago  of  twenty-one.     There  was  no  evidence  to  prove  that  he  con- 
tinued his  possession  until  1819,  and  therefore  it  is  rejected. 

No.  37. — Gamaliti  Barling,  claimant/or  G40  acres  of  land. 

John  Leornardy,  the  only  witness  sworn  in  this  case,  says  that  he,  the  witness,  was  upon  the  land  in 
1817;  that  Darling  then  had  at  work  six  hands;  there  was  a  small  house  and  some  corn;  the  land  lies  in 
Twelve  Mile  swamp.  No  evidence  is  produced  to  show  that  the  claimant  lived  upon  the  land  in  1819, 
1820,  or  1821.     It  is  therefore  rejected. 

C.  DOWNING. 

AV.  H.  ALLEN. 


ABSTKAGT  No.  5. 


Report  No.  2  of  donation  claims  which  have  been  rejected  by  the  jrgif:ler  and  receiver  for  East  Florida  during 

the  .session  of  1828. 


Nos. 


9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 

18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 


26 

27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 


Names  of  claimants. 


John  Jones 

John  B,  Strong.  . . . 
Henry  Swinney  .  . . 
Abraham  Bellamy . 
William  Haddock. . 

Thomas  Jones 

William  Hart 


James  Ruriicy. 


John  Asliton 

Manual  Solana. .  . 

Jolin  Toy 

Francis  Durant . .  . 
Joseph  Watson. .  . 
Richard  D.  Ford .  . 
Peter  Nichols .  . . . 
Nathaniel  Tanner 
Jesse  Wilson  . . . . 


Blake  Williamson. 
Eobert  Gilljert. . . 
Joseph  R.  Prevat. 

Richard  Tice 

Ann  Stallings .... 
John  Bellamj'.  .  . . 
Thomas  Prevat .  .  . 
John  Bellamy.  .  .  . 


AVilliam  Williamson 

William  Gardner 

Nathaniel  Stephens 

Benjamin  Rawlins 

Emanuel  D.  Mott 

John  Andrew 

David  Williamson 

William  Daniel 

Thomas  Bowden 

James  and  Matthew  Long 
Heirs  of  Zacha'h  Haddock 
Gamaliel  Darling 


Quantity 
of  acres. 


640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 

640 

640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 

640 
232 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
150 


640 

640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 


Situation. 


East  bank  St.  John's  river 

St.  John's  river 

West  side  St.  John's,  Duval  county. 

Head  of  Thomas  swamp 

St.  Mary's  river,  Nassau  county.  . 

County  of  Alachua 

West  side  St.  John's  river.  Trout 

creek. 
South  side  Trout  creek,  near  Six 

Mile  creek. 
12  miles  from  St.  John's  river. .  . . 
8  miles  south  of  Picolata,  St.  John's, 

Alachua  county 

Alachua 

North  side  Six  Mile  creek 

Alachua 

, ...  do 

...do  

Cedar  creek,  St.  John's  river 


Nassau  river,  Duval  county 

St.  John's  river 

St.  Mary's  river 

Cape  Florida 

Goodby's  lake 

Cedar  creek 

St.  Mary's  river,  Nassau  county. . 
South  side  McGirt's  creek 


General  remarks. 


No  evidence. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Two  depositions  brought  in 
after  December  1,  1828. 


See  No.  25,  following. 


St.  John's  river 

St.  Mary's  river 

San  Pilasko  creek,  Alachua 

River  St.  John's 

Tocoy  creek 

Alachua 

Deep  Run  creek,  St.  Mary's  river 

South  side  Goodby's  lake 

Graham's  creek,  near  King's  road 
Cabbage  swamp,  St.  Mary's  river, 
Twelve  Mile  swamp 


Claimant  first  filed  his  peti- 
tion for  640  acres,  (No.  23, 
above,) and  afterwards  al- 
tered that  quantity  to  500 
acres,  and  filed  the  present 
claim  at  another  place,  to 
complete  his  complement. 

This  claim  was  rejected  liy 
old  board. 


C.  DOWNING. 
W.  H.  ALLEN. 
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No.  (5. 

DONATION  CLAIIIS— RKPORT  No.  3. 

No.  1. — Adam  Cooper,  clatinanl  J'or  OKI  cu-ri'^  of'  Itiml. 

In  a  letter  of  the  claim;int,  filed  before  this  board,  ho  states  "  that  lie  lives  on  this  land  now,  and  has 
done  so  ever  since  1822."  He  says,  further,  "that  his  claim  was  tiled  in  October,  1827;"'  uf  this  we  have 
no  recollection,  nor  is  it  so  recorded.  The  affidavit  of  Benjamin  ^Vood  states  positively  that  claimant 
lived  on  the  land  situated  in  Little  St.  Mary's  nock  on  the  22d  February,  181'J.  This  is  at  variance  with 
the  declaration  in  the  letter;  and  we  are  more  disposed  to  believe  the  man's  word  than  his  witness's. 
The  letter  and  afiidavit  arc  both  dated  in  October,  1828,  and  filed  on  the  29th  of  the  i'olhiwing  month. 
Claim  is  rejected. 

No.  2. — Jofft'jih  3Iaiia  Culdcz,  rlaunanl  for  (J40  f/crcs  of  land. 

Maximo  Hernandez  deposes  that  he  has  known  the  claimant  about  ten  years;  that  he  has  occupied  the 
land  ever  since  he  knew  him;  tliat  he  is  over  twenty-one  years  of  ago,  a  resident  of  Florida,  the  head  of  a 
family;  has  had  possession  of  the  land  up  to  this  time;  and  as  far  as  he  believes  f)wns  no  land  derived 
from  the  Spanisli  or  British  government. 

Domingo  Alberes  deposes  that  he  is  acquainted  with  claimant,  who  settled  the  place  in  January,  181'.'; 
that  he  is  now  the  head  of  a  family,  consisting  of  a  wife  and  three  children.  From  what  we  can  gather 
from  the  papers,  this  land  lies  at  a  place  called  Angola,  on  Oyster  river,  near  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

The  testimony  does  not  show  that  in  1819  the  claimant  was  21  years  of  ago  or  a  married  man;  and 
from  the  silence  of  the  two  affidavits  upon  that  subject,  and  from  their  never  failing  to  state  those  two 
important  facts  when  they  do  exist,  we  are  compelled  to  infer  that  Caldez  is  not  embraced  within  the 
spirit  or  letter  of  the  law  tif  1824.  Above  all,  this  claim  was  filed  here  in  September,  1828,  and  is 
rejected. 

No.  3. — Antonio  Machaco,  claimanl  for  (UO  acre:i  of  land. 

This  land  lies  at  Ko_y  Pueblo,  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  about  eight  or  ten  miles  from  Charlotte  liarbor. 

Joseph  Cadao  swears  that  he  has  known  claimant  twenty  years,  who  has  occupied  the  land  claimed 
about  fifteen  years,  (the  deposition  is  dateil  in  1828;)  that  he  is  over  the  age  of  twenty-one,  a  resident  of 
Florida,  the  head  of  a  family,  claims  no  title  from  the  British  or  Spanish  government,  and  has  been  in 
the  actual  possession  of  the  land  since  1813. 

Regregrio  Andres  "has  known  claimant  fifteen  or  twenty  years,  who  has  cultivated  the  land  claimed 
in  1819,  and  has  a  wife  and  one  child." 

The  evidence  in  this  case,  as  in  the  preceding-,  is  defective.  The  claimant  is  not  shown  to  have  been 
an  adult  or  married  man  in  1819;  and  from  having  no\v  but  one  child  in  a  prolific  country,  we  presume  he 
was  not  married  at  that  time.     This  claim  was  filed  in  September,  1828.     It  is  rejected. 

No.  4. — Andrcir  Gonzales,  rlaimanl  for  640  aere.9  of  land. 

This  land  is  situated  on  the  gulf  side  of  Florida,  on  the  northeastern  end  of  Sarasota  bay. 

Joseph  Caldez  swears  "  that  he  knows  the  claimant,  who  has  resided  on  the  land  aljout  twentj'  years; 
is  fifty  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family;  that  ho  has  no  land  but  this,  and  still  lives  upon  it. 

John  Russell  was  on  the  place  in  1824,  where  ho  found  houses  built  and  provisions  growing. 

Housa  Maria  Pancia  swears  to  nearly  the  same  facts  as  Caldez.  He  says  the  claimant  cultivated  the 
land  since  1819,  and  during  that  year;  and  that  he  has  a  wife  and  four  children  now  living  on  the  place. 
This  claim  was  filed  tlio  bt\[  September,  1828. 

No.  5. — Antonio  Gome:,  claimant  for  C40  acres  of  land. 

This  land  lies  on  Sarasota  bay.  The  evidence  in  support  of  the  claim  is  this:  Joseph  Caldez,  in  June, 
1828,  deposes  that  he  has  known  the  claimant  for  twenty  years,  who  has  lived  upon  the  land  sixteen 
years,  and  is  over  the  age  of  twenty-one  j'ears,  a  resident  of  Florida,  the  head  of  a  family;  has  been  in 
actual  possession  of  tlie  land  up  to  the  present  time;  and  as  far  as  the  witness  knows,  has  neither  Spanish 
nor  British  grant. 

Housa  Maria  Pancia  "has  known  the  claimant  ten  years,  who  was  in  actual  possession  and  cultiva- 
tion of  the  land  in  1819;  he  has  planted  fruit  trees;  he  still  lives  on  the  place,  and  has  a  wife  and  five 
children."  It  will  be  observed  that  none  of  the  witnesses  proved  the  party  to  have  been  twenty-one  years 
of  age  or  a  married  man  in  1819,  without  which  his  claim  cannot  be  confirmed. 

No.  6. — Julian  George,  claimant  for  (ifO  acres. 

Tliis  land  is  described  to  lie  on  Key  Pelew,  in  the  vicinity  of  Charlotte  harbor.  Jos.  Maria  Pancia, 
being  sworn  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  deposes  "that  he  has  known  the  claimant  several  j-ears; 
that  in  1819  he  cultivated  about  ten  acres  in  corn  and  other  provisions,  and  has  now  a  wife  and  four 
children."  The  testimony  of  Jos.  Caldez  is,  that  he  has  known  the  claimant,  who  has  lived  on  the  land  12 
years,  up  to  this  date;  he  is  45  years  of  age,  the  head  of  a  family,  a  resident  of  Florida,  and  has  no  claim 
derived  from  the  Spanish  or  British  government.  This  claim  is  as  defective  in  proof  as  the  preceding.  It 
was  filed  September  1.5,  1828. 

No.  7. — Periito  Pompon,  claimant  for  (540  acrc-i. 

This  land  is  situated  on  Key  Pelew.  near  Charlotte  harbor.  Domingo  Alverez  and  Joseph  Caldez 
testify  that  they  have  known  the  claimant  for  about  12  years,  and  that  ho  has  resided  on  the  place  from 
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that  time  tu  the  present,  (June,  1S28;)  that  lie  is  forty  years  old,  the  head  of  a  family,  consisting-  of  a 
wife  and  three  children,  and  a  resident  of  Florida;  he  claims  no  land  derived  from  the  British  or  Spanish 
government.  This  claim  was  filed  in  September,  1828.  It  is  equally  defective  with  the  cases  immediately 
preceding-,  and  is  rejected. 

No.  8. — Antonio  Pancia,  claimant  for  040  ac7-es. 

We  cannot  discover  whether  this  man's  name  is  Pauia  or  Pancia;  he  is  the  same  who,  as  a  witness, 
has  been  so  often  called  in  this  report  by  the  name  of  Pancia.  The  land  which  he  claims  lies  on  Key 
Pelew,  about  8  miles  north  of  Charlotte  harbor. 

Manual  Ilosa  and  Maximo  Hernandez  swear  that  they  have  known  the  party  about  12  or  15  years; 
that  he  has  cultivated  the  ])lacc  about  12  years,  and  that  in  1819  he  made  a  crop  of  corn  and  peas;  that 
he  has  a  wife  and  two  children,  the  eldest  of  whom  is  about  10  years  of  age;  that  he  has  been  in  the 
actual  possession  of  the  place  ever  since,  and,  as  far  as  the  witnesses  know,  has  no  claim  derived  from 
the  Spanish  or  British  government.     This  claim  was  filed  in  September,  1828. 

No.  9. — Jos.  Ilaria  Godoya,  claimant  for  C40  acres. 

Maximo  Hernandez  is  the  only  witness  sworn  in  this  case,  and  his  evidence  has  been  so  informally 
taken  that  we  cannot  receive  it.  A  commission  in  1825,  signed  by  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  land 
commissioners,  and  directed  to  two  gentlemen,  has  been  executed  by  one  alone,  and  that  one  signs  as  a 
witness  to  the  mark  (jf  Hernandez,  and  not  as  a  commissioner. 

We  will  brielly  state  tiie  evidence,  such  as  it  is:  Witness  knows  the  claimant,  who  has  resided  on 
the  land  situated  on  Sarasota  bay  since  the  year  1812  to  the  date  (jf  tlic  deposition,  which,  by  the  way, 
has  no  date;  he  is  the  head  of  a  family,  and  now  over  21  years  of  age,  and  lie  believes  claims  no  land 
derived  from  the  British  or  Spanish  government.     This  claim  was  filed  in  Sejitember,  1828.     Rejected. 

No.  10. — Jacolj  Yelvington,  claimant  for  GiO  acres. 

This  land  is  situated  on  the  south  side  of  Six  Mile  creek.  John  Ford,  the  only  witness  sworn,  says 
that  at  the  date  of  his  deposition,  October  17,  1828,  the  claimant  was  21  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a 
family;  that  he  took  possession  of  the  land  in  January,  1821,  and  has  resided  on  it  ever  since,  either  in 
person  or  by  rcijresentative;  that  he  had  five  or  six  in  family,  and  that  he  believes  lie  has  no  claim  derived 
from  the  Spanish  or  British  government. 

We  cannot  recommend  tins  claim,  because  it  does  not  appear  that  claimant  was  a  married  man  or  21 
years  of  age  before  July  17,  1821,  and  because  this  claim  was  filed  in  this  office  after  November  1,  1827. 

No.  11. — Sarah  Ballard,  claimant  for  f>iQ  acres. 

James  Burney  and  James  Long,  in  October,  1828,  depose  "  that  claimant  lived  on  and  cultivated  a 
tract  of  land  on  the  north  side  of  Trout  creek,  at  a  place  formerly  called  Carter's,  from  the  first  of  the 
year  1819,  as  early  as  February,  to  some  time  in  1820.  Claimant  is  21  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a 
family.     Witnesses  do  not  believe  she  has  any  claim  under  the  Spanish  or  British  government. 

It  appears  from  this  evidence  that  the  claimant  at  best  lived  upon  this  land  but  a  .single  year. 

This  claim  was  filed  before  this  board  in  the  month  of  October,  1828.     We  cannot  confirm  it. 

No.  12. — Francis  J.  Auice,  claimant  for  040  acres. 

The  laud  is  described  as  "situated  on  the  east  side  of  St.  John's  river,  between  the  lands  of  John  B. 
Entralgo  and  Dr.  Brush,  nearly  opposite  Pallattia." 

Peter  Rodriguez  swears  that  he  was  on  the  land  claimed  previous  to  the  exchange  of  flags  in  the 
year  1821,  and  saw  claimant  at  that  time,  who  was  building  a  house,  and  that  there  was  also  a  family  by 
the  name  of  Staftord  residing  there.  Witness  believes  the  claimant  was  above  the  age  of  21  at  that  time, 
and  has  no  claim  derived  from  the  Spanish  or  British  government. 

Mr.  Avice  at  this  time  has  no  lands  immediately  derived  from  either  of  those  governments,  but  he 
has  large  claims  by  purchase,  which  have  been  filed  before  this  board,  and  we  therefore  do  not  consider 
that  his  case  is  embraced  by  the  spirit  of  the  law.  He  was  at  that  time  a  single  man,  and  as  such  we  do 
not  consider  him  as  the  head  of  a  family. 

If  the  testimony  proves  the  title  in  anyone,  it  is  in  Stafford,  and  not  in  Avice.  The  claim  was  filed 
in  the  year  1828,  and  we  cannot  recommend  it. 

No.  13. — Sheddrick  Stanley,  claimant  for  040  acres. 

This  would  have  been  a  good  claim  had  it  been  filed  sooner.  It  was  presented  here  in  October,  1828. 
The  evidence  is  this  :  That  claimant  .occupied  the  land  on  St.  Mary's  river,  in  the  year  1800,  and  continued 
there  until  the  year  1821;  that  he  was  then  21  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family,  consisting  of  a 
number  of  children  and  three  or  fjur  negroes.  The  witnesses,  J.  D.  Hart  and  John  Warren,  never  heard 
of  his  claiming-  any  land  under  the  Spanish  or  British  government. 

No.  14. — Joaquin  Caldez,  claimant  for  040  acres. 

The  land  is  situated  on  Oyster  river,  about  eight  miles  from  Tampa  bay. 

Andrew  Gomez  and  Antonia  Frasia  say  that  they  have  known  claimant  fifteen  years;  that  he  is  over 
the  age  of  21 ;  that  he  is  the  head  of  a  family,  consisting  of  a  wife  and  three  children;  has  lived  on  the  land 
ever  since  they  knew  him,  and  has  no  claim  derived  from  the  British  or  Spanish  government. 

The  evidence  is  defective  in  not  proving  that  he  was  21  years  of  age  and  a  married  man  in  1819. 
The  claim  was  filed  in  Septendier,  1828,  and  is  rejected. 

No.  15. — David  Hagens,  claimant  for  040  acres  of  land. 

This  land  lies  on  the  ]iublic  road  leading  from  Jacksonville  to  Gamp  riiickney,  in  the  fork  of  Mills's 
Swamp,  near  the  mouth  of  Alligator  Creek,  in  the  county  of  Nassau. 


1830.] 


LAND    CLAIMS   IN    EAST    FLORIDA. 


109 


Jaiiu's  Long,  Roiijuniiu  Kawlins,  and  I.  D.  llarl,  ilcpipso  (hat  I'lainiant  srtllcil  un  tlic  land  in  lSl7,aiid 
lias  resided  there  ever  since,  with  a  family  of  fonr  children  and  two  or  three  negroes;  that  he  was  more 
than  21  years  of  ag-c  at  the  time,  and  has  no  claim  derived  from  the  Sjianish  ur  British  government. 

If  this  claim  had  been  tiled  sooner,  it  would  be  good;  but  as  il  was  never  [iresenled  until  Octuber, 
1828,  if  our  view  of  the  law  bo  correct,  we  cannot  conlirm  it. 

No.  16. — Jiihn  IIull,  (■hi'iinant fur  040  wTfs  o/'  hind. 

This  land  is  described  as  lying  on  or  near  Cedar  creek,  on  the  west  side  I'f  St.  Jdlin's  rivrr.  The  evi- 
dence is  tiiat  in  Feliruarv,  181U,  he  was  the  head  (if  a  I'amilv,  twenlv-one  vt.'ars  of  age,  ami  settled  (in  the 
land. 

lie  is  an  old  man,  and  if  his  claim  had  been  lilcil  in  time,  we  W(.iuld  conlirni  it;  but  it  was  ]ires(Mited 
to  this  board  in  Septendier,  1828. 

No.  17. — John  Silrox,  claimant  for  040  acrr<i  of  Janil. 

The  witness  proves  that  ho  actually  lived  on  and  cultivate(l  a  tract  ol'  land  nn  Cedar  crock,  on  the 
west  side  of  St.  John's  river,  during  the  whole  of  the  year  18I'.i,  and  before  and  al'ter;  that  he  was  Ihcn 
twenty-one  years  of  age  and  the  head  of  a  family.  This  claim  has  been  rde(l  since  the  1st  (if  December, 
1828,  and  must  of  course  be  lejected. 

C.  DOWXINO. 

^\^  II.  ALLEN. 
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Adam  Cooper 

Joseph  Maria  Caldez 
Antonio  Machaco.  . . . 
Andrew  (ionzales. .  . , 

Antonio  Gomez 

Julian  George 

Peruko  P(.impon 

Antoino  Pancia 

Joseph  M.  Godoya. . . 
Jaculj  Yelvington .  .  . 

Sarah  Ballard 

Francis  J.  Avice  . . . . 
Sheddrick  Stanley.  .  . 

Joaquin  Caldez 

David  Hagens 

J(.ihn  IlalL 

John  Silcox 


640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
G40 
640 
640 
040 
640 
040 


Little  St.  Marj-'s  river 

Angola,  Oyster  river 

Key  Pueblo,  Gulf  of  ile.xico . 

Saras(jta  bay 

....do ' 


Key  Pelew 

....do 

....do 

Sarasota  bay 

Six  Mile  creek 

Trout  creek 

St.  John's  river 

St.  Mary's  river 

Oj'ster  river,  near  Tampa..  . 

Mills's  swamp 

Cedar  creek,  west  of  St.  John'.- 
.  ...  do do ...  . 
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C.  DOWNING. 
^V.  H.  ALLEN. 


No.  1. — John  F.  Brown,  claimant  for  640  acres. 

The  evidence  in  this  case  is  this:  First,  the  atlidavit  df  the  claimant,  that,  on  July  I'.l,  1810,  and  ever 
since  that  time,  he  has  been  in  the  possession  and  cultivati(.in  of  a  tract  of  land  in  Duval  county,  situated 
on  the  St.  John's  river,  between  Dunu"s  creek  and  Chipboard  creek;  that  he  was  then  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  and  the  head  of  a  family,  and  has  no  claim  derived  from  the  Spanish  or  British  government. 

The  facts  just  stated  fr(:ini  claimant's  aflidavit  are  fully  proved  by  two  respectable  witnesses. 

Mr.  Brown  is  a  man  of  a  large  family,  and  we  recommend  this  claim  to  Congress  for  contirmation. 

No.  2. — James  Bouse,  claimanl  for  640  acres. 

This  land  is  situated  on  St.  Mary's  liver.  The  claimant  settled  the  place  in  1810,  during  the  month 
of  March,  and  by  the  evidence  [iroduced  he  is  entitled  to  the  land.  \Vc  therefore  recommend  it  for  con- 
tirmation. 
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No.  3. —  Cotton  Eoides,  claimant  for  640  acres. 

Three  witncs.ses  have  deposed  that  this  land,  situated  on  the  soutli  prong  and  near  the  liead  of  Trout 
creek,  was  settled  by  the  chiimant  about  tiie  beginning  of  the  year  1821,  and  that  he  resided  on  it  until 
1823  or  1824  Tliey  further  prove  that  he  is  the  head  of  a  family,  and  over  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and 
has  no  land  derived  from  the  Spanish  or  British  government.     We  recommend  his  claim  for  confirmation. 

No.  4. —  Wade  Silcox,  claimant  for  640  acres. 

This  land  is  situated  on  the  head  of  Thomas's  swamp,  near  the  line  of  Nassau  and  Duval  counties. 
The  testimony  of  two  witnesses  is,  that  the  claimant  settled  on  the  land  in  1820,  and  has  remained  in 
possession  of  and  cultivated  it  ever  since;  that  he  was  then  over  twenty-one  years  of  age,  the  head  of  a 
family,  consisting  of  a  wife  and  child,  and  claimed  no  lands  derived  from  the  British  or  Spanish  govern- 
ment. 

This  claim  was  filed  here  in  the  month  of  November,  1828,  and  it  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  report 
No.  3,  donation  claims,  that  the  board  have  not  considered  themselves  authorized  by  law  to  confirm  claims 
filed  subsequently  to  November,  1827.  But  as  these  cases,  the  cultivation  of  which  commenced  between 
February,  1819,  and  July,  1821,  are  of  necessity  to  be  reported  to  Congress,  we  feel  it  our  duty  to  say, 
that  had  this  case  been  filed  in  time,  we  should  not  have  hesitated  to  recommend  it  for  confirmation. 

C.  DOWNING. 
W.  H.  ALLEN. 


ABSTRACT  No.  7. 


Report  No.  4  of  donation  claims  founded  on  habitation  and  cultivation,  conwienced  between  February  22,  1819, 

and  July  17,  1821,  and  recommended  for  confnnation. 


No. 


Names  of  claimants. 


Quantity  of 
acres. 


Situation. 


General  remarks. 


John  F.  Brown 
James  Rowse. 
Ciitton  Rawls. 
Wade  Silcox. .  . 


640 
640 
640 
640 


East  of  St.  John's  river 

St.  Mary's  river 

Head  of  Trout  creek,  St.  John's . 
Thomas's  swamp 


REPORT  No.  8  OF  BRITISH  CLAIMS. 


C.  DOWNING. 
W.  H.  ALLEN. 


No.  1 William  Travers . 


4. 

5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


500; 
500 
500 
500 
500 
750 
500 
500 
2,000 
500 


In  these  cases,  William  Travers  claims,  as  agent,  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  and  6,  for  the  heirs  of  Thomas 
Forbes;  Nos.  7,  8,  9,  and  10,  for  the  heirs  of  William  Panton. 

It  is  a  matter  of  public  notoriety  that  the  house  of  Panton,  Leslie  &  Forbes,  of  which  Thomas  Forbes 
and  William  Panton  were  partners,  continued,  by  the  permission  of  the  Spanish  government,  to  do  a  large 
mercantile  business  in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  and  were  generally  employed  bj'  the  government  to 
furnish  supplies,  both  in  money  and  in  goods. 

Some  of  the  partners  fif  this  house  were  permitted  to  purchase  lands  and  to  hold  them  in  East  Florida. 
It  has  not  appeared  to  us  that  either  of  the  above  claimants,  Forbes  or  Panton,  took  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  Spanish  government,  or  became  Spanish  subjects.  The  only  evidence  which  has  been  produced  to 
us  is  a  certificate  from  the  keeper  of  the  public  arcliivcs  of  this  city,  that  Don  John  Leslie,  as  appears  by 
some  of  the  records  in  his  oflice,  presented  himself  for  the  house  of  Panton,  Leslie  &  Co.,  and  declared  the 
four  principals  of  the  house  to  be  William  Panton  and  Thomas  Forbes,  (the  present  claimants,)  Charles 
Maclatchy,  and  himself,  and  that  the  said  company  owned  in  this  province  72,820  acres  of  land. 

By  tlie  regulations  of  government  here,  the  British  subjects  holding  lands  were  required  to  present 
themselves  to  the  proper  authorities,  and  to  make  known  the  number  of  acres  claimed  by  them,  and  the 
course  they  intended  to  adopt;  that  is  to  say,  they  were  requiicd  to  declare  whether  their  intention  was 
to  sell  their  lands  and  retire,  or  to  become  Spanish  subjects  and  remain. 

The  claimants  in  these  cases  have  so  presented  themselves,  and  have  declared  themselves  owners  of 
the  above  quantity  of  land.     It  is  more  than  probable  that  they  performed  the  other  requisites  of  the  law, 
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but  from  the  little  care  with  -which  the  records  cjf  that  time  were  prescrveil,  it  is  more  tliaii  prohaMe  (hat 
the  evidence  of  that  fact  has  been  lost.  Siillice  it  to  say,  that  as  Pantoii  and  Forbes  remained  in  the  pro- 
vince dnrinj;-  the  whole  time  of  the  Spanish  dominion,  presented  themselves  to  the  g'overnmciit  as  the 
owners  of  these  lands,  and  were  accredited  and  favored  agents  and  owners  of  hinds  other  than  these,  wo 
arc  disposed  to  believe  these  claims  are  good. 

The  position  of  the  land,  together  with  the  date  of  the  grant,  and  the  governor  who  made  it,  may  be 
seen  bj'  reference  to  the  abstract  accompanying-  fliis  report. 

No.  11 Francis   Kinlock 2, .'550  acres. 

12 do 500  acres. 

13 do 500  acres. 

The  date  of  the  grants  ami  the  locality  of  these  several  tracts  will  appear  npon  the  abstract  accom- 
panying- this  report. 

These  are  marked  British  grants,  unaccompanied  by  any  jiroof  that  these  claims  were  ever  recogni/.ed 
by  the  Spanish  government.  Indeed  it  is  not  so  ]n-ctended.  The  Kinlocks  were,  by  their  own  showing, 
always  Britisli  subjects  or  American  citizens;  and  we  ]n'esume  there  can  be  no  ([uestion  of  the  positii.m 
that  all  such  claims  ar(>  bad. 

C.  DOWNINt;,  liegisler. 
W.  II.  ALLKX,  i?r,r/,rr. 


REPORT  No.  8. 
Abstract  of  British  gi-ants  reported  during  the  session  of  1828. 


No.      Preseut  claimants.      [    Original  claimants. 


1 

2 

3 

i 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 


Wm.  Travers 

agent. . 

Thomas  Forbes 

do... 

.do 

do... 



-do 

do... 

' 

.do 

do... 

.do 

do... 





.do 

do... 





William  Panton 

do... 





.do 

do.. 





.do 

do... 

.do 

Francis  Kinlock, 

jr.. 

Francis 

Kinlock,  sr.. 

do... 

.do 

do... 

. . . 



-do 

Acres. 


500 
500 
500 
500 
500 
750 
500 
500 

2,000 
500 

2,350 
500 
500 


Date  of  grant.     Governor.  Situation  of  the  land. 


Feb.  15, 
Nov.  11, 
Feb.  3, 
do. 

June  If!, 
Nov.  11, 
Feb.  3, 
May  3. 
June  IC, 
Feb.  15, 
June  3, 
June  3, 


17S1 
1782 
17S0 

17S2 
17S2 
1780 
1782 
1782 
1781 
1771'. 
17Gf, 
17t;6 


Tonvn  . 
...do... 
...do... 
...do... 
...do... 
...do... 
...do... 
...do... 
...do... 
...do... 

Grant.. 
...do... 
...do... 


Cedar  Swamp,  St.  .lohn's  river. 

Lake  Lomond,  St.  John's  river. 

Lake  George. 

Spring  Creek,  Lomond  Grove. 

Cedar  Swamp,  near  river  St.  John's. 

St.  John's  river,  near  Hester's  Bluff. 

Spring  Creek,  part  Lomond  Grove. 

Cedar  Swamp  Landing. 

Cedar  Swamp. 

Cedar  Swamp,  west  St.  John's  river. 

On  the  cast  side  of  St.  John's  river. 

East  side  of  St.  Jolai's  river. 

St.  John's  river. 


C.  DOWNING. 
A\'.  11.  ALLEN. 
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No.   10. 
A  list  of  claims  to  torcn  lots  in  irliii-]t  tut  liHc  ami  im  rridnicr  hita  hn-ii  filed  ar  jirailwril. 


No. 

Claiinaiits. 

Quantity. 

;ity  or  town  in  wlii.-l. 
lots  arc  situated. 

N.>. 

claimants. 

i.Hl.ilitity.    j 

''ty  .ir  t.'\\  n  in  \\  bi< 
lots  are   located. 

ll 

1 

R.  MitclK'll.  &c  ,  ass. 

2  lots 

Fernin.liiia 

2r. 

Jo.s    S.incli.z 

1  b.t 

I'V-rnaii.lina  . 

2 

Assr.    Ciirr.ichiin  and 
Mitrlull. 

3  lots 

2(i 

...lo 

.1.. 

'   27 

!-nsan  Sancliez 

..do 

d.. 

. 

3 

A.  Moliuionx 

1  lot 

....do 

2^ 

T.>irv  Travers 

...lo 

.lo 

- 

4 
5 

Anil  Oiiuiiln-ll 

Frs.Guo 

<lo 

do      

T.> 

ilo 

_    .1,1 

.1,1    

...lo 

.....I.i 

M 

Min-o  Saii.-.i 

.....lo 

. 

fi 

Folor  llitchcll 

..(1.1 

.....1.. 

.il 

Jim    Ivose 

...1.1 

.....1.1 

_ 

7 

(ifd.   AiicliTscm 

...lo 

.....lo 

:i> 

liinana  I)..mint;o 

...lo 

d.l 

. 

8 

Knli.-rt    Isaac 

3  lots 

do 

,  ;i;i 

Hob     K..bas 

...lo 

ilo 

_ 

9 

J     :\L    II.riiaiHlrz 

1   lot 

do 

3t 

Jost-  Ivielio 

..do 

.....lo 

. 

10 

Mai  till  IlcrnamlfZ 

3   lots 

ilo 

3:1 

Lucia    Valentine 

...lo 

d.l 

_ 

11 

J.  M.  Ht'iiiaiidez 

I  lot 

Fernan.lina 

■m; 

Ann  \Vii;i.'ins 

...1.1 

do 

_ 

12 

Jos.    liniiL- 

...lo 

....do 

;  37 

Isaiiella  Wii^^ins.  - 

...lo 

do 

_ 

13 

Mas.  Villiicon.ija 

..flo 

.....lo 

3S 

Nancy  Wiggins 

...1.1 

do 

. 

14 

Jos.   Eruco 

..do 

do 

39 

do 

..d.l 

....do 

_ 

15 

Joso    liiitinani- 

..do 

....d.. 

40 

Jolin  Wri'j:lit 

...1.1 

do 

. 

16 

Goo     Boa.ssnie 

..do 

.....lo 

41 

Vic.iiti  (idl 

...I<1 

.....lo 

_ 

17 

riiilis  Fatio,.. 

...lo 

.lo 

42 

Ab.  Uu.ls.m . 

...1.1 

do 

_ 

18 

Jacob  Moor 

...1.1 

.....i.' 

43 

Heirs  of  E. Waterman 

...1.1 

....do 

. 

19 

John   Mariana 

...lo 

.....1.. 

44 

Jos    S.  S^anchez 

...1.1 

....do 

.. 

20 

Jolin  Moore 

...lo 

....do 

1  ^^ 

.lo 

...1.. 

....do 

_ 

21 

Patiica  Moore 

...lo 

....do 

'4G 

.lo 

...1.. 

.....1.1 

„ 

22 

Harrv    McQueen 

...lo 

.....lo 

47 

.lo 

...lo 

....do 

23 

(^lara  Mariana 

|...lo 

.....1.1 

48 

.lo 

..do 

— -«1'^ 

24 

Benjamin  Sef^ni 

(...lo.     

....do 

;  ■''■^ 

.1.. 

..do 

-- 

In  the  above  cases  the  parties  have  failed  to  file  any  evidence  of  title,  and  their  claims  are  rejecte.l. 


C.   DOWNING, 
W.    H.   ALLEN. 


N...    11. 
BcgistiT  qf  lots  situated  in  tlw  "  Mil y  QuinirnlaK,"  orjiftven  hundred  yards  witland  the  (jates  of  St.  Augustine. 


No. 

Names  of  present 

Names  of  original 

Date  of  con- 

Quantity of 

By  whom 

Remarks. 

claimants. 

claimants. 

cession. 

laud. 

conceded. 

1 

Jose  Fernandez.. 

M.  Villalonga  & 
J.  Hernandez 

July 

31.1811 

154  5-6  yards. 

Estrada 

On  the  left  side  of  the  road. 

2 

Francisco  Fusha. 

Thos.    d'As;uilar. 

June 

22,1807 

57  yards  

White  .... 

On  the  right  side  of  the  roa.l. 

3 

Philip    Solana 

Jo^6   Lloreiitc  — 

June 

4, 1S07 

360i  yards 

....do 

On  the  light  hand  side  of  the  road. 

^ 

Francisco  Fusha. 
Antonia  Hogera.. 

Pedro  Fusha 

Angus.   Tantana. 

Nov. 
Aug. 

5,1801 
8,1810 

7  acres 

do 

Macaris. 

5 

599   1-6  vards. 

--do 

Lett  hand  side  of  the  road. 

6 

Widow  of  John 
Lozenzo. 

Juan   Lorenzo... 

June 

5, 1S07 

185  yards 

....do 

Do.                do. 

7 

Lorenzo  Capella. 

Jose   Barrera 

June 

6,1S17 

170  yards 

Coppinger  . 

Left  hand  side  of  public  road. 

8 

Mary  Ann  Davis. 

John    Gianoplv.. 

June 

3, 1807 

r>0.\  yards 

White 

Right  hand  side  of  the  road. 

9 

Joso  Noda 

Jote  Noda 

B'eb. 

9,1808 

85  vards - 

....do 

Do.                  do. 

10 

Andrew  Paceti  — 

Andrew    Paceti.. 

May 

10. 1807 

110   1-6  yards- 

....do 

Left  hand  side  of  the  road. 

11 

Mary  Ann  Davis. 

John   Villalonga. 

June 

3,  1807 

341 J  vards 

.-.do 

Do.                 do. 

12 

Pedro  Estopa 

Pedro  Estopa 

July 

20,1807 

70J  yards 

....do 

On  the  right  hand  side  of  the  road. 

IS 

Jtitc  Noda 

Francis  Triay 

Do.                 do. 

14 

Francis    Triay 

Oct. 

30,1815 

219  yards 

Estrada 

Left  hand  side  of  the  road. 

15 

Margaret   Cook . . 

....do 

June 

4. 1807 

277  yards 

White 

Do.                 do. 

16 

do 

•Jose  Baya 

July 

17,1807 

281  5-6  yards. 

do 

Do.                  do. 

17 

Clara  Arnau 

Francisco  Arnau. 

June 

3, 1807 

158  yards 

....do 

Bight  hand  side  of  the  road. 

18 

Stephen   Arnau.. 

John    Gonzalez.. 

June 

3,1807 

260  yds.  30  ins. 

....do 

Do.                  d.l. 

19 

Bartol.ime  Lopez. 

Bartolome  Lopez. 

June 

3, 1807 

581  var.ls 

....do 

Left  han.I  side  of  the  road. 

20 

John    Andrew 

John    Andrew 

July 

19,1820 

1  acre 

Coppinger  . 

Right  hand  side  of  the  road. 

The  above  lands  were  all  grante.i  in  the  same  manner  and  un.ler  the  same  conditions,  to  wit  :  that  tliey  sh.nil.l  revert  to 
the  government  whenever  re.^uire.1  for  the  military  defence  of  the  place.  As  we  presume  that  the  present  government  will 
never  need  them  for  the  purposes  specified,  we  recommend  that  the  title  of  the  United  States  he  relin.iuished,  in  each  case, 
to  the  several  claimants. 

C.    DOWNING,  Hfgtsfer. 
VV.   H.   ALLEN,  Receiver. 
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P.EPOKT  No.  1-2. 

OF  THE  CAibES  OF  GEORGE  J.  F.  CLARKE,  &c. 
No.  L — George  J.  F.  tJlarkr,  daimanl  fur  2,000  fic?r.s'  of  land. 

Tlio  grant  is  said  to  liave  lieeii  made  by  Governor  Kindelan,  on  tlic  memorial  fif  claimant,  stating'  lii.s 
many  services;  and  as  a  further  inducement,  "thai  he  had  no  pay,  stipend  or  otiier  pecuniary  aid  f'roU]  the 
g-overnnient  for  four  years."  lie  praj-s  for  2,000  acres;  one  tliousand  in  Twelve  Mile  s\vam|i,  hounded  liy 
the  lands  of  Charles  and  George  Clarke,  and  one  tliousand  in  the  hauunock  called  Chacala,  which  hounds 
Payne's  savannah  on  the  west. 

The  decree  of  (Governor  Kindelan  in  July,  1H14,  is  this: — That  being'  aware  of  the  services  of  the 
petitioner,  and  the  sovcreigi)  will  "  require.^  that  r/ood  .s'l/Zj/cc^s  ."Iiould  be  rcirardrd,"  the  petition  is  granted. 
Now  tlie  "  fiovereign  uill,"  wdiich  grants  the  power  to  reward  good  subjects,  is  dated  in  March,  1815, 
nearly  one  j'ear  after  this  grant. 

It  i.s  Thomas  Agnilar's  certilicate  uhiue;  we  reject  it. 

No.  2. — Qeorge  J.  F.  Clarke,  vlaiman/  for  2,000  acres  of  land. 

This  tract  is  dividecl;  one  thousand  acres  is  situated  in  Cedar  iiammock,  south  of  Mizelle's  lake,  and 
one  thousand  acres  at  the  head  of  Deep  creek.  In  his  memorial  to  this  board  the  claimant  states,  "the 
grant  was  made  for  services  rendered  government."     The  governor's  decree  is  dated  Fehruai'y  16,  1811. 

If  this  grant  is  for  services,  it  is  too  early  by  four  years.  The  royal  order  autliorizing  their  reward  in 
land  bears  date  1815.  If  it  is  made  for  head  rights,  cidtivation  and  occupancy  should  be  proved,  which 
is  not  done.  Let  it  be  remendiered  that  in  tiie  preceding  grant  in  1814,  and  this  is  dated  in  1811,  he  states 
that  he  had  received  no  ]:iay,  stipend,  or  other  pecuniary  aid  IVom  the  government  for  four  years. 

This,  too,  is  Agnilar's  certiticati^;  njectcd. 

No.  3. — George  J.  F.  Clarke,  claimant  for  4,500  acres  of  land,  Tallahassee  and  GJiacala  hannnock. 

This  is  a  part  of  a  grant  made  to  George  J.  F.  Clarke  by  Governor  Cojipinger,  as  apiiears  b}'  the 
certilicate  cjf  Juan  de  Entralgo,  on  the  Hth  December,  1811,  for  services.  Clarke  sold  of  this  tract  2,000 
acres,  to  Entralgo,  to  wdiom  that  portion  was  recommended  for  confirmation  by  the  former  board  of  land 
c<immissioners,  July  O,  1824.     This  part  must  abide  the  fate  of  the  other. 

No.  4. — George,  J.  F.  Clarke,  claimanl  for  4,000  acres  of  land. 

No.  5. — FjUo.'<  B.  Gould,  claimanl  for  500  acres  of  land. 

No.  6. — Simington,  Forbes  <(•  Sniilh,  claimants  for  1,500  acres  of  land. 

No.  1. —  Thomas  Massier,  claimant  for  1,000  acres  of  land. 

These  three  clamis  are  a  part  of  No.  4. 

This  tract  is  divided  in  the  petition  of  the  claimant  into  three  parts:  1,000  acres  at  a  place  called  Spring 
Garden,  on  the  west  side  of  Lake  George;  one  thousand  on  tlie  river  Hillsborough,  at  a  place  called 
M'Dougall's  old  plantation;  two  thousand  acres  at  the  big  bend  of  Derbin's  swamp.  The  original  decree 
is  presented  to  the  board  of  date  May  3,  181(i,  and  two  respectable  witnesses,  Perpall  and  Alverez,  depose 
positively  to  their  belief  that  the  decree  and  sig'uature  are  in  the  handwriting'  of  Coppinger.  The  witnesses 
had  frequently  seen  the  governor  writ(>,  and  we  have  no  doubt  the  claim  is  genuine.  Tlie  consideration 
is  for  services,  and  as  those  of  Mr.  Clarke  were  notoriously  many  and  meritorious,  we  have  no  hesitation 
in  recommending  this  claim  for  coniirmation. 

Of  this  land  500  acres  in  Derbin  swamp  have  been  sold  to  E.  15.  Gould,  who  has  presented  his  claim  to 
this  board,  and  the  same  quantity  to  Simington,  Forbes  &  Smith,  so  as  to  make  up  the  tract  of  2,Q00 
acres  in  that  place;  1,000  acres  at  M'Dougall's  has  been  sold  to  Thomas  Napier,  and  1,000  acres  at  the 
Big  Spring  still  belongs  to  the  grantee.  We  consider  it  as  one  integral  grant  and  beyond  our  final 
jurisdiction  ;  it  is,  therefore,  recommended.     These  lands  were  surveyed  in  1819,  by  Andrew  Burgevin. 

No.  8. —  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  claimant  for  4,000  acres  of  land. 

Nos.  9  and  10. — M'lntosh  &  Clinch,  claimants  for  2,000  ac7-es  of  land. 

No.  11. —  Thomas  Napier,  claimant  for  1,000  acres  of  land. 

Parts  of  No.  8. 

On  the  10th  June,  1816,  Charles  W.  Clarke  having  petitioned  Governor  Coppinger  for  this  quantity  of 
land  "for  services,"  the  governor  decrees  accordingly.  The  original  is  before  the  board,  and  proved  to 
be  genuine  liy  two  respectabl(>  witnesses,  well  acquainted  with  the  governor's  handwriting.  The  land 
lies  on  Chacala  hammock,  and  has  been  surveyed.  Two  thousand  acres  of  this  land  has  been  sold  to  (Jeneral 
Mcintosh  and  Colonel  Duncan  Clinch,  the  first  of  whom  has  since  transferred  it  to  George  J.  F.  Clarke. 
The  said  (Jeorge  has  purchased  the  balance  of  his  brother  Charles,  and  of  the  whole  he  has  conveyed  to 
Tliomas  Napier  1,000  acres.  The  jn'csent  claimants  are  all  before  the  board  for  their  separate  tracts,  but 
we  consider  it  an  integral  grant  and  beyond  our  jurisdiction  to  confirm.  As  it  is  evidently  a  genuine 
grant,  we  recommend  it  lor  confirmation. 

No.  12.— Tfi7/M)n  Garvin,  3,000  acres. 

No.  13. — Thomas  Napier,  1,000  acres. 

Garvin,  in  1817,  prays  a  grant,  in  absolute  property,  of  3,000  acres  of  land — 2,000  on  the  Indian 
river,  at  a  jilace  called  Flounder  creek,  and  1,000  on  Youngblood's  hammock. 

The  original  memorial  and  decree  is  presented  to  the  board,  and  proved  to  be  genuine  by  two  repecta- 
ble  witnesses.  The  land  is  granted  for  losses  and  services.  One  thousand  acres  of  that  on  Indian  river 
is  claimed  before  the  board  by  Thomas  Napier,  who  is  a  purchaser  of  Garvin  The  title  of  the  United 
States  is  relinquished. 

No.   H.— George  J.  F.  Clarke,  350  acres. 

No.  15.— il/cZ)o!w>//  <f'  Clarke,  45<Vwrfts. 

No.  16. — Charles  and  George  Clarke,  1,000  acres. 

No.  n. — James  Clarke,  300  acres. 

No.   18. — Duncan  L.  Clinch,  500  acres. 

No.  19. —  Charles  and  George  Clarke,  1,000  acres. 
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Those  I'laiiiis  are  suliilixMeil  |i:uts  ..I'  a  claim  nl'  llonoria  Claikc,  tlie  uiilnw  "t  'I'linMias  Clarke. 
Tlioiiia.s  Clarke  lia<l  ublaiue'l  several  j;'rants  of  laiid  IVi'iii  the  Brili^h  ,L;Mvermnenl  l]er<',  and  hail  ))iirehaseil 
.Slime  III'  other  i::raiitees.  In  I"S7,  I'lnriila  haviiii^  then  lieeonie  a  Spaiiish  |iri\iiiee,  ami  'i'hoiiias  Clarke 
ileail,  the  w  iilow  jh  neei  iled  In  eoiisuiiimate  her  titles  liy  a|i|ilii-al  imi  tu  the  S|iaiiisli  i;-iiveniiir,  /.es|iii(le.s,  for 
their  recngiiitinii.  In  lier  menmrial  tn  the  u-nvernor  she  |iiesriilei|  nim-  ihieuiuenls,  which,  tof^cther  with 
tlio  ineiiiiirial  acciiiu[iun_vinj;'  tliem,  were  jilaeeil  lirlore  ihe  seerelary  nl'  the  L;M\ernnient  liir  his  repnrt. 
The  throe  first  were  eviileiieos  nl'  titles  tn  the  Ints  in  this  city,  w  ilh  which  we  have  nn  cmicein.  'i'ho  nther 
six  are  as  Iblluws,  viz  : 

No.  4.  300  acres  uf  land  nn  the  western  hank  nl'  tile  Matan/.as,  '2-^  miles  iinrthwcst  nf  the  I'nrt  calh/d 
Worcester,  granted  tii  Thnnias  Clarke  in  1770. 

No.  5.  500  acres  nl'  land  Iti  miles  snuth  nf  (his  city,  g-ianted  in  1780,  called  IJnlmes,  tn  the  widnw 
Houoria  Clarke. 

No.   (>.   300  acres  near  rabln  creek,  jj,-ranteil  in  177.'). 

Mo.  7.   700  acres  on  the  Middle  creek  nf  Nassan. 

No.  8.  500  ai-res  nn  the  Twelve  Mile  swamp,  nnw  the  lu-operty  nf  Duncan  L.  Clinch,  was  granted  in 
1769  to  William  I'enn,  and  by  him  snld  tn  Thnnias  Claike. 

No.  9.  300  acres  oast  of" Pablo  creek. 

No.  9  was  g'iveii  to  the  widow  Ilnnnria  by  a  direclinii  nf  (jnveninr  'i'miyn  tn  the  siirveynr  };'eneral  tn 
measure  olf  to  her  that  ijuantity  nf  land  at  the  jdace  siiecilied.  The  secretary,  Howard,  repnrted  that  this 
property,  from  Nns.  4  tn  9  inclusive,  belnnged,  iVoiu  the  dncumonts  jireseiited,  tn  tiie  widow  Ilnnnria, 
Clarke. 

In  no-J  ilrs.  (.'larke  reprcr^entcd  tn  Cnvernnr  (iuesada  that  the  lands  whicli  she  nwned  on  Nassau, 
700  acres,  and  nn  I'abln  creek,  GOO  acres,  '"were  sn  encroached  nn  liy  neighbors,  and  it  was  so  ditlicult, 
from  the  removal  nf  the  IJritish  settlers,  tn  ascertain  the  lines,  tiiat  sin:  was  willing-  to  relimiuisli  them  to 
the  government  if  the  government  would  grant  tn  \tvv  the  same  ijuantity  on  Juliiigtnn  creek."  The 
governor,  on  a  favorable  report  of  the  comptroller  of  the  royal  douuiin,  authorizes  the  transter,  and  directs 
the  survey  to  bo  made  liy  Don  Pedro  Marrot  on  Julington  creek.  Li  1815  Thomas  Aguilar  certilied  tliat 
on  the  memorial  of  linnoria  Clarke,  in  1792,  praying  a  grant  of  1,000  acres  for  head  rights  at  the  follow- 
ing places  to  wit  :  300  acres  on  the  south  side  of  Emery  creek,  at  Matanzas  ;  300  acres  at  a  place  called 
Johnson's  Old  Plantation,  near  to  Francis  Pellicer's  ;  400  acres  in  a  hammock,  between  Derbin's  swamp 
and  the  Twenty-Mile  House,  on  the  road  to  the  Blufi' — the  governor  made  the  grant,  and  decreed  the 
survey  '"  as  soon  as  convenient." 

The  survey  does  not  appear  on  the  list  of  ilarrnt  in  ISOl  ;  but,  in  the  titli/s  and  imsitinns  nf  15uyck 
and  Dupnnt,  in  1792  and  1801,  (-2  and  5,)  the  land  of  Mrs.  Clarke  mi  the  Matanzas  are  referred  to  as 
boundary  lines  to  the  grant.  .So  seem  to  stand  these  titles  until  1801,  when  Honoria  Clarke  represented 
to  Governor  White  that  the  land  on  Juliiigtnn  creek,  1,300  acres,  were  occupied  previously  to  her  exchange, 
authorized  in  1792  ;  and  tlmse  nn  Emery's  creek,  300  acres,  were  too  much  inundated  for  cultivation  ; 
wherefore  she  prays  for  1,600  acres  of  land  on  Graham's  swamp,  at  the  head  of  Matanzas  river. 
Governor  White  authorized  the  survey,  and  directed  that  she  be  lurnislied  from  the  secretary's  office  with 
"  a  certitied  co[iy  of  the  memorial  and  decree,  wdiicli  will  serve  her  as  a  cnpy  in  fnrm."  This  last  is  a 
genuine  document.  Some  time  after  the  death  of  Mrs.  H.  Clarke  her  prn[ierty  was  divided  amungst  her 
heirs- — a  copy  of  which  division  is  filed  befi.ire  us  from  the  record. 

The  testimony  before  tlie  board  is  solely  in  reference  to  the  grant  of  1,000  acres  made,  as  certified  by 
Aguilar,  by  t^uesada  in  1792,  "for  hmd  riyhl-i."  It  is  this  Francis  Pellicer  swears  :  "That  C.  W.  Clarke, 
the  son  of  Honoria,  has  been  for  many  years,  and  is  now,  in  the  cultivation  of  a  tract  nf  land  on  Einery'.s 
creek,  Matanzas  river,  which  he  understands  to  be  a  part  of  this  grant."  Joseph  S.  Sanches  swears 
"that  the  land  a/  L'menj'^  creek  has  been  cultivated  and  possessed  by  claimants  for  more  than  fifteen 
years."  So  stand  the  document  and  testimony  in  these  cases — cases  wliicli  have  given  us  more  trouble  to 
understand  and  elucidate  than  any  other  in  the  office. 

To  the  lands  granted  by  the  fjritish  government  to  Thomas  Clarke  and  Hoimria,  his  widow,  and  to 
those  under  wlioin  they  claim  as  purcliasers,  the  Clarkes  have  an  undoubted  title.  The  Britisii  grantees 
were  required  in  1787  to  submit  their  claims  to  the  government,  and  obtain  a  confirmation.  Mrs.  Clarke 
has  done  so  ;  and  on  her  title  to  Nos.  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  and  9,  the  decision  of  the  secretary,  sanctioned  as  it 
was  by  the  Spanish  government,  is  conclusive.  Nos.  6  and  9,  300  acres  each,  nu  Pabln  creek,  and  No.  7, 
700  acres  on  the  river  Nassau,  she  exchanged  in  1792  with  government  for  the  same  quantity  on  the 
Julington  creek  ;  and  subseiiuently,  in  1801,  adding  to  the  1,300  acres  on  Julington  300  of  a  grant  on 
Emery's  creek,  (part  of  1,000  for  head  rights,)  she  petitioned  and  obtained  leave  to  locate  the  whole  1,600, 
to  wit :  1,300  on  Julington,  and  300  on  Emery's  creek,  mi  Graham's  swamp. 

No.  4  of  the  document  presented  to  Secretary  Howard,  to  wit  :  300  acres,  called  Worcester,  on 
Matanzas  ;  No.  5  of  the  same  document,  to  wit  :  500  acres  at  a  idace  called  Holmes  ;  and  No.  8,  500 
acres  on  the  Twelve  Mile  swamp,  now  claimed  by  Colonel  Duncan  L.  Clinch,  already  alluded  to  in  this 
report,  are  based  upon  valid  British  grants,  recognized  by  the  Spanish  government,  and  are  valid. 

Mrs.  Clarke,  though  a  Britisii  subject,  took  tlie  necessary  oaths  of  allegiance  to  Spain,  and  remained  in 
the  country;  and  the  many  acts  of  the  Spanish  government,  already  alluded  to,  slmw  that  her  claims 
were  recognized  as  good;  and  we  so  consider  tliein. 

Nos.  6,  7,  8,  and  9  of  lands  on  Nassau  river  and  Pablo  creek,  and  were  exchanged  and  abaiidnned 
for  1,300  acres  on  CJraham's  swamp.  This  exchange  was  made  by  Governor  liuesada  first,  and  Governor 
White  afterwards. 

The  title  to  the  1,300  acres  of  land  on  (jraham's  swamp  is  valid;  but  the  parties  claim  300  acres 
more,  under  the  same  title,  by  exchange,  for  the  300  relinquished  on  Emery's  creek. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  this  on  Emery's  creek  is  a  part  of  1,000  acres  claimed  as  a  dmiatinn 
to  Mrs.  Clarke  in  1792,  of  which  there  is  no  direct'evidence  but  the  certificate  of  Aguilar.  Such  a  certifi- 
cate, if  unaided  by  collateral  proof,  we  can  never  recognize.  The  best  evidonce  that  tiie  grant  was 
made  is  tn  be  found  in  the  memorial  of  Mrs.  Clarke  in  1801,  to  permit  her  to  exchange  lands,  a  part  of 
which  are  these  very  300  acres  on  Emery's  creek,  proved  nowhere  to  be  granted,  but  by  the  certificate 
aforesaid,  and  the  authority  given  liy  Govenmr  ^Vhite  to  do  so.  Take  away  this  grant  by  exchange  in 
1801,  to  lands  in  Derbin.s'  swamp,  and  we  should  have  no  hesitation  in  rejecting  this  claim  of  1,000  acres; 
as  it  stands,  with  the  eviilence  before  the  board,  that  these  lands  were  divided  among  the  heirs  of  Honoria 
Clarke  in  1806,  and  that  division  recognized  as  valid,  and  admitted  to  record;  taken  too  in  connexion 
with  the  testimony  of  Sanchez  and  Ptdlicer,  we  have  no  doubt  that  the  grant  was  made  in  1792,  and 
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conceded  by  Oovcninr  White  in  ISOl,  a.s  the  ]ji-opei'ty  of  Mrs.  CInrke.  It  at  the  same  time  appears  to  us 
that  Mrs.  Ohirke  did  not  abandon  Emery's  creek  as  she  had  proposed;  and  that  she  is  not  entitled  to  tlie 
800  acres  in  Derbin's  swamp,  wliich  her  representatives  claim,  as  (pbtained  in  its  place.  In  180G  Emery's 
tract  was  divided  amongst  the  heirs  of  Mrs.  Clarke.  In  1828  the  evidence  is  that  the  place  had  been 
cultivated  lifteen  years  back. 

Tliey  cannot,  therefore,  claim  the  300  acres  in  Derbin's  swamp,  and  .still  hold  possession  of  Emery's 
tract,  which  was  tendered  by  Mrs.  Clarke  in  exchang'c  for  it.  For  these  reasons  we  confirm  to  Mrs. 
Ilonoria  Clarke's  representatives  the  1,000  acres  granted  in  ]'I'J2  for  head  rights,  and  divided  into  three 
tracts,  as  above  described,  and  1,300  acres  only  in  Derbin's  swamp. 

In  our  decision  on  these  cases  it  will  be  seen  that  tlie  numbers  which  we  have  used  refer  to  the 
document  presented  by  Ilonoria  Clarke,  and  not  to  the  number  on  this  report. 

No.  20.— Geo.  J.  F.  Clarke,  claimant  fur  2,000  acres  of  land. 

Thomas  Aguilar's  certificate  is  dated  tlio  13th  January,  1812  There  is  no  original  in  the  office  of 
public  archives.  It  is  to  this  effect,  that  in  the  memorial  of  (ieorge  .1.  F.  Clarke,  of  the  same  month  and 
year,  stating  that  (iovernor  ^Vllite  had  granted  him  2,000  acres  of  land  in  Derbin's  swamp  fur  his  services 
during  the  years  1797  and  1701),  \\c.  had  found  tlicise  lands  not  suitable  t(i  his  puipose,  and  prays  that  he 
may  locate  the  grant  at  a  place  called  Yellovvsasse,  which  is  an  orange  grove,  situated  west  of  the  river 
St.  John's,  and  south  of  the  road  to  Panton  Leslie's  store.  Estrada  decreed  the  exchang'e.  It  is  strange, 
if  this  grant  was  ever  made,  that  the  original  by  White  cannot  be  found.  It  should  be  remembered  that 
the  royal  order  authorizing  grants  of  lands  fi>r  services  is  dated  in  1815,  and  thi.s  certificate  in  1812,  one 
year  after  Governor  White's  death.  The  claim  is  rejected.  See  No.  1  of  this  report,  where  the  claimant 
declares,  in  1814,  that  he  had  received  "  no  pay,  stipend,  or  reward,  for  four  years." 

No.  21.— C.   W.  Clarke,  claimant  for  375  acres. 

This  is  a  petition  in  1815  f<jr  500  acres  of  land  as  head  rigdits.  Estraldo,  the  acting  governor, 
decides  that  he  is  entitled  to  only  375.  Aguilar's  certificate  of  these  facts  is  dated  in  the  same  year. 
There  is  no  evidence  of  occupancy.     It  is  rejected. 

No.  22.— C.  W.  Clarl-e,  claimant   for  300  acres  of  land. 

Aguilar  certified  that  Coppingcr  granted  claimant  300  acres  of  land  on  the  east  side  of  Lake  George, 
for  agriculture  and  raising  of  stock,  in  1817.  There  is  an  affidavit  taken  in  this  case,  of  too  general  a 
nature  to  benelit  the  claimant;  it  is,  "  that  the  country,  from  the  revolutions  and  invasions  of  the  province, 
was  in  that  state  of  troubles  ami  fears  which  went  to  deter  settlement  in  the  unpnjtected  part  thereof." 
A  man  has  no  rig'ht  to  ask  for  land  iniuimbered  with  cnndition  of  settlement,  when  he  knows  he  c.innot 
settle  it.  It  is  at  his  price.  If  he  chooses  to  settle  it,  and  run  the  hazard,  he  may;  but  he  cannot  give  as 
a  reason  for  not  performing  a  condition  implied  a  fact  which  he  knew  at  the  same  time  would  prevent 
the  performance.     In  any  event  it  does  not  cure  the  defect  of  Aguilar's  certificate.     It  is  rejected. 

No.  23. —  C.  W.  Ctarle,  claimant  for  1,576  acres. 
No.  24. — Richard  Wciijhtman,  claimant   for  200  acres. 
No.  25  — Andrew  Sloi-es,  claimant  for  500  acres. 
No.  2C.— 6'.  W.   Clarke,  claimant  for  2,300  acms. 
No.  27. — Daniel  Clarke,  claimant  for  500  acres. 
No.  28. — James  Clarke,  claimant  for  500  acres. 
No.  29. —  Thomas  Clarke,  claimant  for  500  acres. 

No.  26  is  another  of  /Vguilar's  eternal  certificates,  of  which  Xos.  23,  24,  and  25  are  portions. 

In  the  memorial  to  this  board  Clarke  says  the  land  was  divided  as  follows,  to  wit; 

800  acres  on  the  east  side  of  Lake  George. 

404  acres  at  the  same  place. 

202  acres  at  the  same  place. 

200  acres  sold  to  Richard  Weightman,  situated  at  the  same  place. 

500  acres  sold  to  Andrew  Stores. 

All  these  tracts,  except  the  two  last,  are  said  to  have  been  surveyed,  and  we  are  favored  with  the  metes 
and  bounds. 

By  the  certificate  of  Aguilar,  already  mentioned,  it  appears  that  this  land  was  granted  by  concession 
for  services  in  1817. 

Nos.  27,  28,  and  29  are  all  grants  for  services,  dated  on  the  18th  December,  1817,  and  located  in 
Tw(dve  Mile  swamp,  evidenced  by  Aguilar's  certificate,  the  original  of  which  is  not  to  be  found. 

The  eviilenee  in  claim  Xo.  26,  of  which  Nos.  23,  24,  and  25  are  component  parts,  is  this:  George  J. 
F.  Clarke,  the  brother  of  the  claimant,  deposes  tiiat,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  g'overnor,  made  to  the 
de|)nnent,  the  said  Charles  W.  Clarke  would  get  more  land;  deponent  wrote  a  petition  for  claimant, 
presented  it,  and  understood  from  the  governor  that  it  wcjuld  be  granted.  Tlie  evidence  in  claims  Nos. 
27,  28,  and  29  is  the  oath  of  the  same  party,  G.  Clarke,  the  father  of  the  three  claimants,  "that  Governor 
Coppinger  having  spontaneously  expressed  to  me  his  sense  of  the  services  of  these  men,  and  his  desire 
to  give  each  of  them  a  tract  of  land,  witness  wrote  claimants'  memorials,  and  handed  them  to  the  governor, 
who  passed  them  over  to  his  secretary,  Aguilar,  for  their  decrees;  and  that  he,  witness,  afterwards  received 
from  Aguilar  the  certified  copies  now  before  the  board."  As  these  claims  of  his  brother  and  sons  depend 
solely  upon  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Clarke,  we  take  pleasure  in  saying',  from  our  knowledge  of  his  character, 
that  notwithstanding  his  relationship  to  the  parties,  we  place  implicit  reliance  on  his  statement,  and 
confirm  the  four  claims  above. 

No.  30. — George  J.  F.  Clarke,  claimant  for  1,000  acres  in  the  Big  Savannah,  at  Matanzas. 

A  grant,  as  Aguilar  certifies,  made  in  1801,  for  cattle  grazing.  There  is  no  proof,  and  the  claim  is 
rejected. 

C.  DOWNING. 
W.  H.  ALLEN. 
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P  U  I?  L  I  C    L  A  N  D  S . 


[No.  784. 


REPORT   No.  13. 
Li^t  of  claims  in  which  no  title  of  property  has  been  filed. 


Nos. 


Names. 


No   of  acres. 


Papers  tiled. 


9 
10 
11 
12 

i:i 
u 

15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
2(; 
27 
28 
29 

30 
31 

32 
33 
34 
35 

37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 

50 
51 

52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 


Absalom  Beardon  and  wife 

Daniel  Brnckiogton 

Kpicer  Clirislopher 

John  M    Carter 

Heirs  of  Andrew  Dewees 

Horatio  H    Dexter 

H.  K    De.\ter  and  John  Grace. 
Horatio  S    L'c.\ter . 


Thomas  C.  Doremns , 

■J    Urysdale  and  J.  Rodman  , 
Joseph    Delespine. 


Ja 


Darley 


Stephen  Enl'anUs 

William  FrinU  .- 

Isaac  Frost  

do - 

The  execntur  of  J.   Frazer 

DotniiiLCo  Fernandez 

E   Fallis 

Eolert  Gilbert 

do 


John  Gennings 

William  Hollingsworth. 

Mary  Hayden.. 

Isaac   Hendricks 

William  Lanc._ 

William  Lain 

do 

William  Lane 


George  Long 

The  heirs  of  George  Long  , 

John  McClure 

Mannel  Marshall 

Heirs  of  John  JIcQiieen... 
Heirs  of  William  Mills,  jr 

Jane  Miers 

William  Monroe 

Heirs  of  George  Monisoii  . 

James  Plummer 

Daniel  Plummer 

Heirs  of  Isaac  Kevaz 

Heirs  of  James  Pdchard 

Samuel  Russell,  sr 

James  Suydam 

Anthony  Suarez 

Philip  Solana , 

William  Thomas 

Heirs  of  George  Taylor 

, do 


.do. 
.do. 


George  lillet 

John  Uptegrove 

James  Woodland 

John  Williamson 

Robert  Walker's  administrator. 
Joseph  F.  White 


150 
200 
500 

100 

l.SUiti 

Alachua. 

3  miles  sq. 

2,000 

500 

2,262 

200 

500 

256 

321 

1,500 

2.000 

3,000 

322 

mill  seat. 

200 

300 

250 

250 

250 

450 

300 

300 

100 

400 

300 
350 

900 

250 

10,000 

500 

200 

300 

Indefinite. 

265 

600 

4,000 

200 

300 

500 

500 

100 

200 

Caeacolo. 

Punta   del  Cano 

de  San  Pablo. 

64 

Siura   de   Agua, 

water  saw-mill. 

Undefined. 

100 

200 

850 

100 

200 


We  suppose  this  land  the  sime  confirmed  to  his 
ancestor 


'Ihis  is  a  part  of  a  grant  to  J.  F.  R.ittenbury,  made 
after  date,  and  rejected  by  B.  L.  C. 

This  is  a  part  of  Alachua,  recommended  for  con- 
firmation by  B   L.  C. 

Plat  and  certificate  of  survey. 

Conci  ssion  since  filed,  and  reported  at  length  ia 
Report  2,  No.  120. 


Deed  of  bargain  and  sale. 


Affidavit  of  Samuel  Wilson. 


The  papers  in  these  two  claims  have  b^cn  brought 
in,  and  six  hundred  acres  conlirmed.  See  Re- 
port 1,  No.  77. 


Plat  and  certificate  of  survey. 
Affidavit  of  Edward  Wanton. 


Affidavit  of  John  Hall,  and  conveyance. 
Claimed  to  be  sime  land  decided  on.  Rep.  1,  No.  23. 


Two  deeds  of  sale. 


In  all  of  the  above  caseF,  with  the  e.xception  of  Nos.  30  and  31,  there  has  been  filed  by  the  parties  no  evidence  of  title, 
and  they  are  therefore  all  rejected.  C.   DOWNING, 

W.  H.  ALLEN. 


REPORT  No.  14.— .A.  REPORT  ON  CONFLICTING  BRITISH  AND  SPANISH  GRANTS. 
No.  1. —  William  Thomas  Jones,  claimant  for  2,000  acres  of  land. 

This  i?  a  Britisli  p^rantmade  by  Governor  James  Grant,  on  the  12tli  January,  1110,  to  Abraham  Jones, 
the  ancestor  of  the  present  claimant.  Then'  is  a  survey  properly  certified,  and  an  indorsement  on  the 
back  of  the  grant  that  it  was  registered  in  January,  IHO. 

The  land  lies  in  the  fork  of  Maxton's,  now  McGirt's,  creek  and  the  river  St.  John's.  !Much  testimony 
has  been  tiled  in  the  case,  all  of  which  amotmts  to  this:  That  when  tiiis  province  was  transferred  by  the 
British  to  the  Spanish  g-overnmcnt  in  17(53,  .Vbraham  Jones,  the  grantee,  being  then  dead,  all  his  family, 
with  the  exception  of  his  son  William,  removed  to  the  State  of  Georgia.  AVilliam,  then  a  minor  by  the 
laws  of  Spain,  remained  in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  an  apprentice  to  a  trade.  The  treaty  between 
Spain  and  (ireat  Britain  was  signed  in  January,  1783,  and  ratified  bj'  the  King  of  Spain  in  September 
icillowing.  In  May,  1783,  \Villiam  Jones's  brothers  sig'tied  a  deed  to  him  lor  the  land  in  question,  convey- 
ing to  him  all  the  right  and  title  which  they  migiit  possess  thereto.  The  deed  further  specifies  that 
William  intends  to  remain  in  Florida;  and  by  the  direction  of  their  father's  will  his  lands  should  belong 
to  either  of  his  sons  wIkj  should  continue  to  reside  in  the  province.  It  is  uncertain  at  what  time  William 
abandoned  his  residence  in  this  place.  It  api)ears  from  the  testimony  before  us  that  in  1794  or  1795  he 
removed  U)  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  continued  there  until  his  death  in  1814.  AVhether  he  remained  in 
the  province  until  his  settlement  in  Georgia  we  have  no  niean.s  of  deciding. 


18:!0. 
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Till'  ;il>nv('  is  ;»  siucinct  nlistracl.  ciiil'i-achiL;-,  :is  ur  liclirvr,  all  (lie  iiii|ii)rtaii(  |ii.iiils  c.  inlaincil  in  llic 

Vdhiiniihius  Irstiiii.uiy  licf.ivc  lis  IVdiii  William  .Imii's;  tlic  title  In  tlic  in'csciit  claiiiiaiil  is  rcL;ulailv  (Icduccd. 

No.  •_'. — Inliii  II.  Mclit/iisli,  claiinaii/  fur  'S,'2'i  acrrs  af  laud. 

Tiiis   is   as   f^Miiil    a    Spaiiisli  titli'   as  can    lie  made;   and  if  llicrc  was  nu  <-oiillii-(  in^-   liiitisli  cdaiiii,  we 

slumld  have   no  liesitatioii  in  L-oiilinniiiL;'   it.      As  it  is,  it    lieoumcs    our  duty  to  ropoit  Ihr  e\  iilcncc  nt  title 

to  Coni;Tess. 

It  covers  the  laml  claiini'd  by  Jones  in  the  precedini;-  nninlier  ol'  this  repoit.  It  lies  liet\veeii  the 
river  St.  John  and  Mcliirt's,  on<-e  Ma.xtoii's,  creek.  'I'lie  title  is  as  Inlhius:  In  I7'.l-J  a  siirve\-,  under  the 
direction  of  IVdro  Marrot.  ot'  ninty-ci.i;'lit  cavallerias  and  eij;-ht  acres  (;>, 274  acres;)  and  oiithel'Tthof 
Felirnary,  1804,  ;i  royal  title,  made  by  Governor  White  to  John  iMct^ieeii,  to  wli.mi  it  had  been  lirst 
Slirveyod  and  cuiieeded;  and  in  March,  same  year,  a  sale  liy  Mct^iieen  to  the  present  claimant,  ilulv 
authorized  and  recorded. 

(UIAK'LKS  KOWNIM; 
W.   II.  ALLKX. 

Xii.  14. — On  cniifJicliiii/  Ilrilinh  and  Sjxinish  grants. 


No. 

N.vmcsuf  present  flahii- 
ants. 

Names  of  erif;inal  elaini- 
aiits. 

Date  (jf  grant. 

Quantity 
of  lanii. 

Hy  wliom 
conceilt'd. 

Situati'^n. 

1 
2 

Win.  Thos.  Jones.  . 
Joiiii  11.  Mcintosh.  . 

Aliraliani   Jones  .  .  . 
John  Mc<-incen .... 

Jan.  12, 17  70 

Feb.  27,1804 

Acres. 
2,000 
3,274 

Grant..  ] 
White  .  [ 

Maxton's   or  McGirf's 
creek,  St.  John's  river. 

No.  15. — .4  )•<•) mi  of  Itj  claims  omillcd  on  the  abMradx  of  thr  land  comnus.tinin'i:-;  ami  fran^niillrd  In  a.-;  In/  lln' 

CnmmixsiDner  (if  Ihr  (u'nrral  Laml  Office. 

No,  1  —  ir  J.  Falio,  and  nlhi'i:-<,  claintanls  fir  720  a<Tc.-<  of  land. 
This   claim    was   confirmed  by  the  commissioners  on  tiie  I2tli  of  October,  1S24.     It  was  a  mistake  in 
the  deiKirtment  to  transmit  it  to  us  with  those  which  follow.     It  is  the  third  claim  on  report  Xo.  (i,(]f  De- 
cember 29,  1S24,  and  has  been  confirmed  by  Cong-ress. 

Xo.  2. — Franci.s  P.  Sanchr:,  claimant  for  800  acres  of  land. 
Sanchez   purchased   this   laml   of  .losepli   Maria   A.cfarte,  tii  whom  it  was  conceded  by  Coiipinu'er,  for 
services,  in   Decembi.'r,  1817.     It   was   surveyed   bj'  Bin-i;-evin,  at   a   place   called  AUig-ator   t'recdv,  and  at 
another  place  called  Funk's  Savannah,  in  February,  1821.     3.50  acres  were  laid  ulT  at  the  first  place,  and 
450  acres  at  the  second.     The  <lecree  of  conlirniation  is  dated  June  10,  1824. 

Xo.  3. — Bernardo  Segiii,  claimant  fir  7,000  acre.-<  of  land. 

This  grant  was  made  by  Estrada  to  the  claimant  on  the  20th  December,  1815.  surveyed  by  I'nrp'evin 
on  tlie  lOtii  of  September,  18I8,  and  recommended  for  conlirniation  on  the  20tli  of  January,  lS24.  It  lies 
on  the  east  side  of  the  St.  John's  river,  at  a  place  known  as  ISufl'alo  Blufl's. 

No.  4. —  H'h).   Williants''  lieir.<,  claimants  for  2,020  acres  of  land. 

No.  5. — 1.^0  acres  of  land. 

In  1803  Williams  having-  ]iroved  to  tlie  satisfaction  of  Governor  ^Vllite,  by  the  report  of  the  engineer, 
that  under  the  ruyal  order  of  1790  he  was  entitled  as  a  new  settler  to  2,200  acres  of  laml,  tln'V  were 
granted  to  liiin  at  Smyrna. 

In  1804.  having-  discovered  that  the  lands  at  the  place  were  sterile,  and  the  location  sickly,  he  applied 
for  and  oljtained  leave  to  locate  2,020  acres,  a  part  of  the  g'raiit  on  the  St.  John's  river,  on  a  creek  called 
Spring  txarden,  "the  mouth  of  the  aforementioned  creek  forming  the  survey,"  reserving-  at  the  same 
time  180  acres  of  the  first  location  to  cover  the  buildings  which  he  had  already  erected.  The  evidence  in 
this  case,  tii  wit,  tlic  testimony  of  Suinmerrall  and  De,\ter,  is  already  before  the  department  at  Washington. 
It  was  confirmed  on  the  1st  of  October,  1824. 

Xo.  ti. — Nicholas  Rod)-ir/ue:^  claimant  for  300  acres  of  land 
Quesada  conceded  this  land  to  Lorenzo  Rodriguez  in  Fi'bruary,  1793.  On  the  death  of  Lorenzo, 
Nicholas,  the  son,  became  the  purchaser;  and  the  petition  and  sale  of  Lorenzo  was  confirmed  by  an  official 
art  of  the  Spanish  government  on  the  18th  of  September,  1810.  The  land  was  confirmed  to  the  present 
claimant  by  the  board  cjf  land  commissioners  (3n  tlie  11th  of  September,  1824.  It  is  situated  on  Anastatia 
island,  at  a  place  called  Buena  Vista,  and  on  a  creek  called  Cano  de  la  Escelta,  near  the  light-house. 

Xo.  7. — George  Alfinso)i.  claimant  for  550  acres  of  land. 

All  the  papers  in  this  claim  were  cojiied  at  large  by  tlie  former  board  of  commissioners  and  sent  on 
to  Washington.  They  are  shortly  these:  in  1816,  (ieorge  Clarke  having  surveyed  the  land  in  the  preceding- 
year.  Governor  Coppinger  granted  to  Atkinson  550  acres  of  land,  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  ,St.  .lohn's, 
by  royal  title.  Atkinson  was  a  new  settler,  and  obtained  the  land  under  the  order  of  1790.  This  claim, 
as  was  suggested  by  a  note  indorsed  at  the  department,  is  on  tlie  abstract  of  1824,  Xo.  26  of  re]Kirt  Xo.  1. 
It  is  there  registered  in  the  name  of  Francis  P.  Sanchez,  which  is  a  mistake;  Sanchez  has  no  such  claim,  and 
the  date  of  the  survey  and  of  the  grant,  as  well  as  the  location  and  boundaries  of  the  land,  prove  the 
identitv  of  the  claim  and  the  misnomer  of  the  claimant  on  the  abstract.  It  was  confirmed  on  the  11th  o[ 
June,  i824. 

Xo.  8. — Antonio  Ahvrez,  claimant  for  1,500  acres  of  land. 

This  land,  on  the  first  memorial  of  the  claimant  to  the  board,  was  claimed  to  be  situated  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Octawaha  creek,  and  to  have  been  snrvcj'ed  there  by  Andrew  Burgevin,  "  by  the  authoritj*  of 
the  government,''  granted  to  Burgevin  for  that  purpose.  By  the  |)erniission  of  the  board  he  subsei(uently 
changed  the  location  of  the  grant,  having  perhaps  discovered  better  land  upon  which  to  place  it.  The 
title  to  this  property  has  been  transmittinl  to  the  cle]iartnient.  It  was  recommended  for  confirmation  on 
the  8th  September,  l"s24. 

Xo.  9. — Samuel  Clarfe  and  George  S.  Brmen,  claimants  for  3,000  acres  of  land. 
In   .Vpril,  1798,  Thomas  Travers,  on  behalf  of  the  children,  then  in  the  United  States,  of  his   brother. 
Patrick  Travers,  deceased,  "a  subject  of  liis  Catholic  Majesty,"  ]ietitioiied  tVir  3,000  acres  of  pine  land,  at 
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a  place  called  Pi^^enn  ci-cek,  on  the  river  St.  Mar3''.s,  "  for  tlio  purpo.se  of  bnildiug'  a  water  .saw-mill,"  and 
300  acres  of  plantinj;'  land,  on  Amelia  island,  at  a  place  called  the  Ilorse-Pen.  On  a  favorable  report  of 
the  engineer,  (icjvernur  White  conceded  the  land  to  the  claimant  in  1790,  Uvv.  Clarke  surveyed  it  in  1S19, 
and  Governor  Cnppinn-er,  in  the  same  vear,  issued  a  royal  title.  Tiie  lands  seem  tn  have  been  reg-iilarly 
convejxd  frnm  the  grantee  to  the  present  claimant-s.  Tiireo  witnesses  have  been  sworn  in  this  case,  whose 
tcstiin<iny  is  on  tile  in  the  department  at  AVashingtmr  They  all  prove  the  same  fact,  that  Travers  built 
the  mill  in  compliance  with  the  terms  of  the  grant,  and  that  ('larke  and  Brnwn  have  greatly  improved  the 
property.  This  claim  was  Cdnfirmed  liy  the  board  of  coiiimissioners  on  tlie  '2Sth  of  December,  1824.  We 
do  not  know  what  has  been  di>ne  with  the  claim  to  the  300  acres  at  the  Horse-Pen,  on  Amelia  island. 

No.  10. —  William  Traci'rs,  claimant  fur  4.50  acrea  of  land. 

In  ptirsuance  <if  the  royal  order  of  1790,  (iovernor  White  granted  to  L.  Ortega,  June,  1798,  450  acres 
of  land,  at  a  place  called  Santa  Liicia,  on  the  N<irth  river.  It  was  surveyed  by  Andrew  Burgevin,  and 
sold  by  Ortega  to  the  present  claimant.  On  the  testimony  of  one  witness,  that  it  had  been  cultivated  by 
Ortega  nji  to  M;iy,  IS2I.  it  was  confirmed  bj-  the  lioard  of  laud  eonnnissioucrs  on  the  30th  of  September,  1824. 

No.  II. —  W.  P.  Sanchez,  claimant  for  100  qovs  of  land. 
In  1797  Governor  White  conceded  to  John  Bous<|uet  200  acres  of  land,  situated  on  Guano  creek,  on 
the  North  river.  In  the  snbsecjuent  year  the  governor  permitted  the  grantee  to  transfer  his  claim  to  John 
Cavedo  and  A.  Acosta,  one-half  to  each.  In  1804  it  ( Acosta's  portion)  was  surve3'ed,  anfl  came  bj'  regular 
conveyances  to  the  p(jssessi(.in  of  tin;  jiresent  claimant,  to  whom  it  was  confirmed  on  the  11th  of  October, 
1824." 

No   12. — John  B.  Gaudry,  claimant  for  1,500  acrcit  if  land. 

Gaudry  claims  this  land  under  a  grant  made  to  Don  Bartolo  de  Ca.stro  y  Ferrer,  by  Governor  Cop- 
pinger,  on  the  9th  of  October,  1817,  under  the  roj'al  order  of  1790.  The  land  is  situated  at  a  place  called 
Spring  Garden,  on  the  river  St.  John's,  and  was  recommended  for  confirmation  on  the  21st  of  September,  1824. 

No.  13. — Frances  Ferrcira,  claimant  for  Key  Baca.':. 
The  grant  to  this  land  was  made  by  Governor  Kindelan,  in  January,  1814,  for  services.     The  testimony 
is  filed  in  the  land  office  at  Washington.     It  was  recommended  for  confirmation  on  the  19th  June,  1824. 

No.  14. — Joseph  31.  Hernandez,  claimant  for  Z, 200  acre.f  of  land. 
Hernandez  claims  this  land  as  attorney  for  his  wife,  Dona  Anne  Maria  Hill,  widow  of  .Samuel  Williams, 
to  whom  it  was  granted   by  royal   title  dated  April   18,  1817,   "by  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790."     It 
is  situated  in  the  territory  of  Halifax,  and  was  surveyed  by  John  Purcell  in  1804. 

No.  15. — Michael  Crosby's  heiis,  claimants  for  2,000  acres  of  land. 
It  appears  by  the  decree  of  the  boards  in  this  case  of  December,  1824,  that  Coppinger  conceded  this 
land  to  Michael  Crosby  on  the  24tli  January,  1818,  and  issued  a  royal  title  for  th(>  same  on  the  2d  day  of 
March  succeeding.  It  was  surveyed  by  George  Clarke  on  the  12tli  day  of  April,  1818.  It  lies  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river  St.  John's,  opposite  to  a  place  called  Mount  Tucker.  All  the  papers  in  this  case 
are  on  file  in  the  land  office  at  \\"ashiugton. 

No.  16. — Margaret  Acosta,  claimant  for  34i  yards  front  of  land. 
Acosta  laid  her  claim  before  the  board  of  commissioners  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  under 
the  donation  act.  That  claim  was  rejected,  and  thirty-four  and  a  half  yards  front  upon  the  road  leading 
from  the  gate  of  the  city,  and  within  five  hundred  yards  of  its  fortifications,  were  confirmed  to  her.  It 
is  a  claim  similar  to  those  on  report  Ni.i.  11  of  this  session.  The  decree  of  confirmation  bears  date  the 
28th  December,  1824. 

C.  DOWNING. 
W.  H.  ALLEN. 
ABSTRACT  No.  15. 

Sixteen  ca.ses  sent  back  from  Wa.-<hington  to  the  register  and  receiver  for  their  report. 


Present  claimants. 


Original  claimants. 


Frs.  J.  Falio  and  others. ..;  Francis  P.  Fatio British  title 


Frs.  P.  Sanchez. 


Bernardn  Scgui Bernardo  Segui 


Joseph  M.  I'garle. 


Wni.  Williams's  heirs. . . . 


.do. 


Nicholas  Rodriguez  . 

George  .\tkinson '  George  Atkinson. 


\Vm.  Williams 

do 

Lorenzo  Rodriguez. 


Antonio  Alverez 

S. Clarke  and  G  P.  Brown. 


.\ntonio  Alverez 
Thomas  Travers. 


\Vm.  Travera   Lazaro  Ortega. 

Francis  P.Sanchez I  John  Bousquet. 

Jolui  B.  Gaudrv 


Francis  Ferreira 

Jos.  M.  Hernandez, attor- 
ney, Stc 

Mich.  Crosby's  heirs  . ... 
M-trgaret  Acosta 


Barth.  de  Castro  de 

Ferrer 

Francis  Ferreira 


Samuel  Williams 
Michael  Crosby.. 
Peter  Estopa 


Dec.  17,1717 


.1   Dec. 20,1815 


Sept.  6,1804 


Feb.  16,1793 
Feb.  22, 1816 
Dec.  7,1817 
Apr.  —,1798 

June  4,1798 
Aug.  18, 1797 


Oct. 
Jan. 


9,1817 
5,1814 


i 


Mar.  2, 1818 


July  21,1808 
Jan.  24,1818 
June  3,1807 


Resurveyed. 


7,000 

2,020 

180 

300 

550 

1,500 

3,000 

450 
100 

1,500 


.3,200 

2,000 

341i  yds.  front 


Coppinger 


Kindelan..      1813-'15 


White 

....do 

Quesada  .. 

Coppinger 
....do 

White 


....do 
....do. 


Coppinger . 
Kindelan  .. 


White 

Coppinger 


1790 
1790 
1790 
1790 
1815 


1790 
1790 


1790 
1790 


Situation  and  remarks. 


This  claim  will  be  found  in  re- 
port No.  6,  of  1834;  No.  3  in 
said  report. 

Alligator  creek,  350  and  450  on 
Funk*s  Savannah. 

Between  Dunn's  lake  and 
Horse  Landing. 

Spring  Garden. 

Mosquito. 

Buena  Vista,  Anastatia  island. 

West  river,  St.  John's. 

Big  hammock. 

For  building  a  water  saw-mill, 
St.  Mary's  river. 

Santa  Lucia,  North  river. 

North  river,  Warner  creek. 

Spring  Garden,  St.  John's  river. 
Key  Bacas. 

Hahfa.x  river. 

West  side  river  St.  John's. 

Situated  outside  of  the  gates. 
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No.   16. — Ah!<(rac(  of  claim:<  njvrd'd  Inj  (Jir  hoard  of'  land  < -0111111  [.<.•< lone r^-i,  and  imt  rrporfcd  (<>  ('oiKjrv.^ 


Present  claimants, 


Original  clainianl:i. 


McDowell  &  Black  . .  U*ni.  Travers 

Bclion  A.  Copp Francisco  Rivera  .... 

Fr.is.  P.  SanchfV. IVa-^.  P.  Panclirz  .... 

Knht.  Miller  and  wile.  David  (Jarvin 


N.  Wilds \.  ^Vl!lls 

James  Womls  Jann'^  Woods 

! 

Fred.  Hanli.'y Ficd.  Hartley 

Then.  J.  Wood^s  sr...    Tli.-o.  J.  Woods,  sr.. 
Tlios.  Higginbotloni..    Tims,  lligginboitom. 

! 

Charles  Hovey t'harlos  Hnvey 

Stephen  Eulianks  ....    Stephen  Eulianks  ... 


Date  111"  royal 
title. 


Nov.   r..  1.-^18 

uet.  :n,ibis 


Date  (ifcon- 
cessioii. 


Oct.  :n.l81K    .. 
Deo.    5,K-^14  '.. 


Maxey  Dell Mn\ev  Dell. 


Fras.  K.  Sanrtiez  . 
Jos.  S.  Sanchez   ., 


Fnis.  U.  Sanchez  , 
Jos.  S.  Sanchez  . . 


John  Sanchez John  Sanchez  . 


Peter  Mitchell J.  F.  Ilatlenbury  . 

Robert  Miller i  James  Baird 

Joseph  Summerall  ...'  Jos.  Summerall., 

Lewis  Guibert Lewis  Guibert. ., 

Seymour  Picket Seymour  Picket. 

Da\id  Scurrj- j  David  Scurr>- . . . , 

Jesse  Carlisle |  Jesse  Carlisle.... 

Hardy  Elanier Hardy  Elanier  . . 

William  Evins ,  William  Evins. . 


Feb.  26,ieiS 

Jan.    3,1812 

'  May    7,1317 


(inantit>'  ,  By  wliom  coii- 
ot'Uiml.    I  ceded. 


Jlcra. 

l,0(»t  Coppini^er.... 

1,000    do 

1,00(1    ....do 

Martin's  Kindelan    . ... 

island,  j 

184    


75 

•10 11 


GOO  ' 


■ion   

4.-.0  ' 


700 

I 
oOO  1 

I 
400  ' 

I 
400  ' 


3,500  I  Coppinger . 

Undefined:  Estrada  ... 

150  ,  Coppinger . 

640  ' 

nm    

C40  ' 

640    

640  ' 

G40  ' 


Rojal 
onler. 


Ifl5 
1815 


1815 
1790 


East  of  DuniTs  lake. 

South   of  Lake   (Jeorge,   St.   John*,s 

river. 
Heiul  oi"  Indi.^n  river. 
.Martin's  island,  St.  Mary*H  nver. 

Geo,  J.  F.  Clarke'ri   survey,  dated 

May  B,  1818;  St.  Mary's  river. 
(.'eo.  J.   F.   Clarke's   survey,  dated 

Dec.  i:i,  1818;  Mills's  swamp. 
Surveyed  by  Pedro  Marrot,  Marcli  6, 

179G,  on  Nassau  river. 
Surveyed  by  Geo.  Clarke  in  two  tracts, 

Nov.  9,  1818,  and  Dec.  10,  18-iO. 
Gen.  J.   F.  Clarke's    sur\-ey,  dated 

Oct.  17,  1818;  river  St.  Mary's.     * 
G.  J.  F.  Clarke's  survey,  dal<-d  June 

18,  18-21 ;  river  Nassau. 
G,  J.  F.  Clarke's  survey,  dated  Dec. 

17,1818;  north  ofTlmmas's  swamp. 
Surveyed    by   Geo.   Clarke    m    two 

tracts,  dated  July  9,  1818,  and  May 

18,  1818. 
G.  J.  F.  Clarke's  survey,  dated  Nov. 

16,1819;  Ung  Town  creek. 
G.  J.  F.  Clarke's  sur\-ey,  dated  Dec. 

8,  1819;  Hog  Town  creek. 
Geo.   J.   F-    Clarke's    survey,   dated 

Dec.  6,  1819;  Hog  Town  creek. 
Volucia,  St.  John's  river. 
Indian  and  Jupiter  rivers. 
Cormorant  branch,  Julington  creek. 
A  donation  claim. 
Same. 
Same. 
Same. 
Same. 
Same. 


the  first  on  tiie  west  side  of  St   Jolm's  nver.  and  thi'  last  on 


In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Ibllowing  claims  were  presented  to  the  board  of  commissioners,  and  by  them  rejected,  as  will  appear  by  the  following 
extract  from  their  mmutes  of  March  29, 1824: 

'•Tlie  following  British  claims  were  this  day  presented  to  the  board,  viz : 
'•  The  Earl  of  Grosvenor,  for  twelve  Uiousaud  acres  of  laud,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  St.  Jolin"s  river. 
"  Sir  W.  H.  Cooper,  for  twenty  thousand  acres  of  laud,  on  the  east  side  of  Indian  river. 
"  The  Earl  of  Besboro',  for  twenty  thousand  acres  of  land,  on  the  east  side  of  St.  John's  river. 
"  The  honorable  Jolin  Berreslbrd,  twenty  thousand  acres,  on  the  east  side  of  St.  John's  river. 
"  The  honorable  William  Berresford,  twenty  thousand  acres,  on  the  east  side  of  St.  J<din's  river. 
*'  Lord  Templeton,  twenty  tliousand  acres,  on  a  branch  of  North  Ilillsboro'  ri%'er. 
''  Lord  John  Rolle,  twenty  thousand  acres,  on  the  east  side  of  St.  John's  river. 
"  Marquis  of  Hastings,  twenty  thousand  acres,  on  the  western  side  of  St.  John's  nver. 
'"Marquis  of  Watcrford,  twenty  thousand  acres,  on  the  east  side  of  St.  John's  river- 
'■  Earl  of  Cassilis,  twenty  thousand  acres,  east  side  of  Lake  George. 
.  '•  Heirs  of  P.  Tonyn,  esq.,  for  twenty  thousand  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-live  acres 
)     Woodcutter's  creek. 

"  Heirs  of  Jane  Tonyn,  for  one  thousand  acres,  in  the  Twelve  Mile  ?wani]i. 
"Jane  Hughes,  for  two  tliousand  acres,  on  Nassau. 
*■  James  Patterson,  for  two  hundred  and  fil't\  acres,  lu^ad  of  Kainsford  Sawmill  creek. 


•'■  Heirs  of  David  Vates,  one  hundred  acres,  head  of  St.  Sebastian  creek;  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  acres,  five  nules  north  of  St.  Augustine  ;  one 
hundred  acres,  at  the  head  of  Tolomato  river;  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  at  Diego  Fort;  five  hundred  acres,  at  the  forks  of  Rain's  Cowpcn  creek; 
three  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres,  at  Twelve  Mile  swamp;  six  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres,  on  a  brunch  of  Nassau  river;  one  town  lot,  No.  2, 
on  Grenviile  quarter;  one  town  lot,  No.  3,  on  Grenville  quarter. 

'Whereupon  it  is  ordered  that  these  claims  be  rejected,  the  applicants  having  failed  to  show  that  they  are  bona  fide  citizens  of  the  United  States^ 
and  that  they  have  never  been  compensated  for  these  claims  by  the  British  government,  from  whom  they  derive  title.'' 
And  tVom  the  minutes  of  April  1, 1824,  we  extract  the  following : 

'J.  Freeman  Rattenbur>'  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board  for  two  thousand  six  liundred  acres  of  land,  situated  in  the  following  manner,  viz  : 
one-sixth  part  thereof,  situated  on  the  southern  extremity  of  Jupiter  island ;  one-sixth  part  on  the  point,  situated  to  the  north  thereof,  on  Indian 
river;  and  the  four  remaining  parts  in  the  wood  or  swamp  in  the  southeast  part  of  Lake  George,  without  exhibits;  which  was,  after  due  considera- 
tion, rejected  by  the  board. 

■'J.  Freeman  Rattenburj-  et  al.  presented  their  memorial  to  this  board  for  fifty  Thousand  acres  of  land  in  East  Florida,  without  exhibits,  which  was 
rejected  by  tlie  board."' 


CIIAS.  DOWNING. 
W.  H.  ALLEV. 
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21sT  CoypREss.]  No.  785.  [1st  Session. 

DEFICIENCY    IN    QUANTITY    OF    LAND    SOLD. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  KEPRESEXTATIVES  JANUARY   19,    18.30. 

Mr.  Hunt,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  wliom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Jolm  Salady  and 

George  Salady,  reported: 

That  tlie  petitioners  sliow,  Ijy  a  certificate  of  tlic  register  of  the  h\nd  ofiice  at  Chilicotlie,  tliat  on  the  6th 
day  of  August,  1814,  they  purcliased  the  fractional  section  twenty-si.x,  in  townsiiip  two,  of  range  twenty, 
containing  434.10  acres,  for  which  tliey  have  paid  $1,000  70,  including  $132  50  as  interest.  On  the  30th 
day  of  May,  1820,  the  petitioners  state  that  they  received  a  patent  of  the  same. 

The  petitioners  produce  the  affidavit  of  William  Kendall,  a  county  surveyor,  that  he  surveyed  the  same 
fractional  section  on  tiie  31st  of  September,  1819,  and  that  it  contains  only  370.96  acres.  For  tliis  defici- 
ciency  in  the  quantity  of  land  purchased  and  paid  for,  the  petitioners  pray  Congress  to  afford  them  some 
relief. 

Two  questions  are  ]iresented  in  this  case:  one  is,  whether  there  is  an  error  in  fact,  as  represented  by 
the  petition;  and  the  other  is,  whether  Congress  should  now  correct  the  error,  if  it  is  satisfactorily  estab- 
lished ?  The  township  stated  in  the  petition  was  subdivided  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress 
apprcived  the  11th  of  February,  180.T,  concerning  the  mode  of  surveying  tlie  public  lands.  It  appears  by 
tlie  official  plat  of  survey  in  the  General  Land  Office,  and  by  a  calculation  now  made  agreeably  to  that 
survej',  that  the  fractional  section  contains  the  full  quantity  as  purchased  and  paid  for  by  the  petitioners. 
The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  impolitic  and  hazardous  to  consider  the  survey  of  William 
Kendall,  or  any  other  person  not  employed  by  the  government,  of  superior  authenticity  to  the  survey 
made  by  the  United  States  surveyor,  and  are,  therefore,  not  satisfied  that  any  deficiency  in  quantity  does 
exist. 

If  the  deficiency  could  be  satisfactorily  shown  by  a  certificate  of  the  United  States  surveyor,  still  the 
policy  of  the  government  would  not,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  warrant  the  correction  of  errors, 
except,  perhap.s,  in  extreme  cases,  after  a  patent  has  been  issued.  The  townships  and  subdivisions  sur- 
veyed under  the  authority  of  the  United  States  generally  contain,  and  even  exceed,  the  quantity  repre- 
sented; and  if  in  any  instance  there  may  be  a  deficiency,  the  government  is  under  no  covenant  or  obliga- 
tii.111  to  make  good  or  supply  the  defect.  In  the  survey  of  the  public  lands  it  must  be  equally  known  to 
all  that  mi.stakes  may  occur;  but  a  defective  measurement  may  always  be  ascertained  and  avoided  by  a 
careful  examination  or  rcsurvey  before  purchase.  If,  however,  purchasers  trust  in  the  correctness  of  the 
public  survej's,  and  there  is  a  deficiency  in  the  tract  patented,  it  is  their  loss;  and  if  there  is  an  overplus, 
it  is  their  gain.  After  land  has  been  selected,  the  money  paid  for  it,  and  the  patent  has  issued,  the  con- 
tract should  be  regarded  as  final  and  complete. 

The  committee  recommend  the  following  resolution: 

Eesolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


21sT  Congress.]  No.    786.  [1st  Session. 

CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    MISSISSIPPI. 

COMMUNIC.ITED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    20,    1830. 

Mr.  Test,  from   the   Committee  on  Private    Land   Claims,  to  whom   was  referred  the   petition    of  Ann 

Brashears,  reported: 

The  petitioner  claims  four  hundred  and  eightj'  acres,  being  a  residue  of  eight  hundred  arpents  sur- 
vej-ed  to  and  occupied  and  cultivated  by  her  as  long  ago  as  the  year  1788  or"l789.  She  states  in  her 
petition  that  in  the  year  1788  a  patent  and  grant  for  eight  hundred  arpents  of  land,  Ij'ing  in  the  now 
country  of  Claiborne  and  State  of  Mississippi,  situate  on  the  waters  of  Bayou  Pierre,  was  made  to  her  by 
the  Spanish  government.  That  an  order  of  survey  issued,  and  that  one  William  Thomas,  then  acting  as 
deputy  for  William  Vausdan,  the  surveyor  for  the  Natciiez  district,  surveyed  the  tract  on  the  north  side  of 
the  said  Bayou  Pierre,  including  a  place  called  the  White  Ground  Lick.  That  she  entered  upon  and 
occupied  the  land,  resided  upon  it,  and  raised  several  crops  of  corn,  &c.  That  she  intrusted  her  papers 
to  the  care  of  the  deputy  surveyor,  who  lost  them,  or  at  least  never  returned  them  to  her,  whereby  she 
lost  the  evidence  of  her  claim.  That  evidence  other  claim  was  afterwards  collected  and  handed  to  George 
Poindexter,  a  representative  from  that  State,  to  lay  before  Congress,  which  she  believes  never  was  done; 
but  the  papers  were  lost,  or  not  returned  to  her,  nor  does  she  know  what  became  of  them.  She  further 
states  that  the  said  Vausdan,  instead  of  laying  oiT  for  the  quantity  of  eight  hundred  arpents,  he  only  laid 
off  and  made  return  of  three  hundred  acres,  without  giving  any  reason  to  the  petitioner  for  so  doing. 
That  subsequently  to  the  grant  made  to  her,  a  grant  issued  to  one  Benjamin  Foy,  an  interpreter  to  the 
Spanish  government,  and  a  favorite  of  the  officers  of  the  government,  for  five  hundred  arpents,  who 
intended  to  locate  his  warrant  on  the  same  lands  which  she  occupied  and  cultivated;  but  that,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  then  governor,  a  compromi.so  was  made  between  them,  and  Foy  agreed 
to  accept  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  arpents;  and  it  was  agreed  between  them,  tlie  governor  consenting 
thereto,  that  she  should  have  the  three  hundred  and  twenty  arpents  taken  by  Foy  in  some  other  place. 
She  further  states  that  she  requested  and  authorized  a  certain  Major  Stepiien  Minor,  lately  a  governor  in 
that  part  of  the  country,  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1804,  to  procure,"  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the 
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o-overuincnt  cif  tlic  United  StaU's  to  adjust  laud  claims  east  ul'  Pearl  river,  lor  her  a  coiifiruiatiiiii  to  the 
said  hind.  That  the  .said  Minor,  understanding  that  the  loeation  of  Koy  covered  five  hundred  arpents, 
chiiined  tit' the  coniniissioner.s  only  three  hundred  arpents.  'I'liat  slie  beinp;  a  widow,  and  unable  to  attend 
to  her  own  afVairs,  her  jnipers,  many  of  them,  being  hist,  and  the  said  Minor  failing  to  inform  her  what  other 
evidence  was  necessary,  and  the  conmiissioners  not  being  satislied  ol'  tin'  validity  of  her  claim,  were 
constrained  to  reject  it. 

Tiuit  she  has  always  lieen  considered  the  owner  of  the  said  four  hundred  and  eiglity  arpents,  the 
residue  of  the  .said  tract  after  deducting  the  said  Foy's  three  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  and  has  jiaid 
the  taxes  for  the  same.  That  Foy  transferreil  his  claim  to  one  Iticluird  Sjiarks,  who  was  confirmed  in  the 
same  by  the  said  conunissioners.  Tiiat  she  has  as  yet  no  legal  title  ti>  her  land,  and  asks  Congress  for 
relief.  The  justice  and  e(putyof  her  case  appears  clearly  established  by  the  records  of  the  commissioners 
allowing  the  claitn  of  Sparks  and  rej(>cting  hers,  the  letter  of  ({overnor  Minor,  the  aflidavit  of  Gipson 
Clark,  together  with  various  other  papers  e.xhibited  in  the  case.     The  committee  therefore  report  a  bill. 


21ST    COXGRESS.  I  No.      787.  [IsT  SESSION. 

LAXD    CLAIMS    IX    MISSOURI    ANT)    ARKANSAS. 

Cn.M_\n-XIC.UT,ri    TO    THE    SEN'.\TE    J.VXL'.VUV    20,     1S30. 

Mr.  Bartox,  from  the  <'ommittee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  wdiom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Olliee  of  the  22d  December,  1820,  reported  that  they  lind  that  the  greater 
part  of  the  claims  mentioned  therein  have  been  heretofore  sufficiently  provided  for  by  law.  They  have 
taken  into  consideration  the  particular  claim  of  Wilson  P.  Hunt,  esq.,  as  assignee  of  Gregoire  Sarj)v,  for 
a  patent  to  the  quantity  of  a  league  square  of  land,  French  measure,  containing  seven  thousand  and 
fifty-si.x;  French  arpents,  equal  to  si.x  thousand  and  two  acres  and  a  half  of  English  measure,  lying  on 
the  Rivierre  des  Feres,  near  St.  Louis,  in  Missouri,  and  report: 

That,  on  the  2Sth  day  of  October,  1802,  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Dclassus,  then  lieutenant  governor  of 
Upper  Louisiana,  granted  to  GJregoiro  Sarpy  six  thousand  arpents  of  land,  on  the  said  river,  wdiich  was 
surveyed  by  the  Spanish  authority  before  the  10th  day  of  March,  1804,  part  on  the  Rivierre  des  Peres,  and 
part  on  the  river  Merrimack,  about  twenty  miles  from  St.  Louis. 

Lender  the  act  of  Congress  passed  April  12,  1814,  the  recorder  of  land  titles  at  St.  Louis,  acting  as 
a  commissioner  of  the  United  States,  confirmed  the  claim  of  Mr.  Sarpy  for  a  quantity  "  not  exceeding  a 
league  square,''  to  lie  on  the  Rivierre  des  Peres,  in  the  county  of  St.  Louis,  and  transmitted  his  report  of 
confirmations  to  the  General  Land  Oflice,  which  was  laid  before  Congress. 

By  the  act  of  April  29,  181(5,  Congress  confirmed  this  report  of  the  recorder  and  ordered  the  surve}' 
to  be  made  accordingly  by  the  survej'or  of  the  L^nited  States.  This  was  afterwards  done  for  the  whole 
quantity  of  a  league  si]uare,  as  represented  in  the  accompanying  plat  and  certificate  of  survey. 

After  the  confirmation  of  1810  Wilson  P.  Hunt,  being  disposed  to  settle  at  St.  Louis,  purchased  this 
tract,  for  the  whole  quantity  of  a  league  square,  upon  the  faith  of  the  several  confirmations  under  the 
acts  of  1814  and  1810,  and  of  the  assurances  of  the  proper  officer  of  the  L'nited  States  that  the  claim  was 
valid  to  that  extent  by  virtue  of  those  confirmations;  and,  accordingly,  on  the  13th  September,  1825,  the 
recorder  of  land  titles  at  St.  Louis  issued  and  delivered  to  the  claimant  the  final  patent  certificate  for  the 
league  square,  of  7,056  arpents  or  6,002.50  acres,  which  is  herewith  shown  to  the  Senate. 

By  the  letter  of  the  existing  laws  the  confirmee  is  entitled  to  his  patent,  unless  it  shall  appear  that 
the  patent  certificate  was  not  fairly  obtained.  There  is  no  unfairness  pretended  in  the  case  on  the  part  of 
the  grantee  or  his  assignee.  The  mistake  in  confirming  six  thousand  acres  instead  of  six  thousand  arpents 
was  the  sole  act  of  the  officer  of  the  United  States,  the  recorder.  That  act  was  afterwards  confirmed  by 
the  act  of  Congress  of  1810;  and  the  present  claimant  seems  to  have  purchased  in  good  faith,  confiding 
that  this  confirmation  of  Congress,  upon  a  review  of  the  proceedings  of  the  recorder,  was  irrevocable. 

The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  deems  it  his  duty  to  withhold  the  patent  for  the  present 
on  account  of  the  mistake  in  the  first  confirmation,  and  has  presented  the  case  to  Congress  for  their 
consideration  and  decision. 

The  committee  are  disposed  to  consider  the  present  claimant  as  an  innocent  purchaser,  confiding  in  the 
acts  of  the  government  itself,  and  that  it  is  of  more  inq:iortance  that  such  confidence  should  be  realized, 
and  such  titles  settled  and  quieted,  than  that  the  United  States  should  gain  a  few  acres  of  land. 

The  committee,  therefore,  report  a  bill  directing  a  patent  to  be  issued  in  this  case. 


21sT  Congress.]  No.    788.  [1st  Session. 

CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    FLORIDA. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SEN.ATE    J.iXl'.iRV    20,     1830. 

Mr.  BuRXF.T,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was   referred  the  petition  of  the  heirs 
and  devisees  of  Andrew  Turnbull,  deceased,  reported: 

The  petitioners,  who  claim  to  be  heirs  and  devisees  of  Andrew  Turnbull,  deceased,  represent  that 
the  said  Andrew  and  some  of  his  younger  children  were  seized  of  several  tracts  of  land  in  the  province 
of  East  Florida,  amounting  to  upwards  of  seventy  thousand  acres,  granted  to  them  by  the  British  govern- 
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ment,  'wlnle  that  |ii'i)viiiee  was  subject  ti.i  Oieat  P>ritaiii  ;  that  duiinp;  the  revolutionary  war  the  said 
Audrew  joined  tlie  Americans,  and  becanie  an  American  citi/.en,  in  consequence  of  whicli  neitlier  him  nor 
his  children  received  any  compensation  from  the  ]5ritish  government  for  the  said  lauds.  Tliey  further 
state  that  when  the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  act  of  1822  met  at  St.  Augustine,  the  petitioners 
sent  an  agent  to  that  place,  by  wliom  their  claim  to  the  said  lands  was  presented  to  the  commissioners. 
That  the  commissioners  were  satisfied,  and  so  repented,  that  the  said  lands  had  been  regularly  granted, 
and  that  no  compensation  had  been  received  therefor  from  the  British  government.  Tlie  prayer  of  the 
petitioners  is,  that  whatever  claim  tlie  United  States  have,  or  appear  to  have  in  the  premises,  may  be 
remitted  and  released  to  them  according  to  tlieir  respective  rights. 

With  a  view  of  ascertaining  the  grounds  on  which  the  claim  of  the  petitioners  rests,  the  committee 
have  examined  the  treaty  of  1783,  by  which  Great  Britain  ceded  the  provinces  of  East  and  West  Florida 
to  Spain,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  Spanisli  government  subse(|uent  thereto.  The  fifth  article  of  that 
treaty  is  in  these  words  :  "  llis  Catholic  jMajesty  agrees  tliat  the  British  iidiabitants,  or  others,  who  may 
have  been  subjects  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  in  the  said  countries,  may  retire  in  full  security  and 
liberty  where  they  shall  think  proper,  and  may  sell  their  estates  and  remove  their  effects,  as  well  as  their 
persons,  without  being  restrained  in  their  emigration  under  any  pretence  whatever,  except  on  account  of 
debts  or  criuiiual  prosecutions.  The  term  limited  for  this  emigration  being  fixed  to  the  space  of  eighteen 
months,  to  be  computed  from  the  day  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  present  treaty;  but  if 
from  the  value  of  the  possessions  of  the  English  proprietors  they  should  not  be  able  to  dispose  of  them 
within  the  said  term,  then  his  Catholic  Majesty  shall  grant  them  a  prolongation  proportioned  to  that  end." 

On  the  7th  of  February,  1785,  the  following  royal  order  was  published  by  tlie  Spanish  government: 
"  In  consequence  of  what  I  liave  intimated  to  your  excellency  in  the  letter  of  the  24th  of  January  last, 
the  King  has  been  pleased  to  prolong,  by  four  months,  the  eighteen  months  stiijulated  in  the  definitive 
article  of  peace  IVir  tlie  emigration  of  the  English  subjects  who  may  be  in  West  Florida." 

In  the  attestation  of  Juan  do  Entralgo,  notary  of  government,  attached  to  the  certificate  of  the  fore- 
going order,  it  is  recited  that  process  had  been  instituted  in  the  year  1790,  upon  the  sale  of  houses  and 
lands  which  were  abandoned  and  ri'turned  into  the  royal  patrimony  in  consequence  of  their  English 
owners  having  emigrated. 

The  fourth  article  of  the  "  Edict  of  G(jod  Government"  is  in  the  following  words:  "The  King  our  lord, 
by  royal  order  of  the  otli  of  Api-il,  178(5,  grants  to  all  the  foreigners  who  may  have  been  inhabitants  of 
this  province  at  the  time  of  the  English  authority,  that  they  remain  in  it,  protected  in  the  possession  of 
their  lands  and  efl'ects,  under  the  indispensable  conditions  of  taking  the  oaths  of  fidelity,  of  not  augment- 
ing the  said  lands,  not  transferring  them  themselves  to  any  others;  consequentl.y,  all  those  who  have 
not  conformed  and  do  not  conform  to  the  said  conditions  in  thirty  days,  positively,  by  proceeding  to  show 
me  their  dispositicjns  in  person,  or  if  absent  by  letters,  to  do  what  is  proper,  sliall  depart  from  this 
province  aforesaid." 

The  treaty  of  1819,  by  which  the  Floridas  were  ceded  by  Spain  to  the  United  States,  provides,  in  the 
eighth  article,  "  that  all  the  grants  of  land  made  before  the  24th  of  January,  1818,  by  his  Catholic 
Majesty,  or  by  his  lawful  authorities  in  the  said  territories  ceded  by  his  Majesty  to  the  United  States, 
shall  be  ratified  and  confirmed  to  the  persons  in  possession  of  the  lands,  to  the  same  extent  that  the  said 
grants  would  be  valid  if  the  territories  had  remained  under  the  dominion  of  his  Catholic  Majesty." 

After  the  United  States  had  received  possession  of  the  ceded  territory.  Congress  passed  an  act  on 
the  Sill  ol  May,  1822,  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  land  within  the  Territory  of  Florida.  The  fourth 
section  of  that  act  provides  "  that  every  person,  or  the  heirs  or  representatives  of  such  person,  claiming 
title  to  lands  under  any  patent,  grant,  concession,  or  order  of  survey,  dated  previous  to  the  24th  of  January, 
1S18,  ichwh  were  mlul  under  the  Spankh  government  or  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  which  are  now  rejected 
by  the  treaty  ceding  the  territory  of  East  and  West  Florida  to  the  United  States,  shall  file  before  the 
Commissioners  his,  her,  or  their  claim,  setting  forth,"  &c.  The  fifth  section  authorizes  the  commissioners 
to  inijuire  into  the  justice  and  validity  of  the  claims  filed  with  them,  and  proliibits  them  from  confirming 
any  claim,  or  part  thereof,  where  the  amount  claimed  is  undefined  in  quantity,  or  shall  exceed  one  thou- 
sand acres.  The  last  proviso  in  the  same  section  directs  "  that  the  commissioners  shall  not  act  on  or 
take  into  consideration  any  British  grant,  patent,  warrant,  or  order  of  survey,  but  those  which  are  bona 
fide  claimed  and  owned  Ijy  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  which  have  never  been  compensated  for  by 
the  British  government " 

On  the  3d  March,  1823,  an  amendatory  act  was  passed  creating  separate  boards  for  the  two  Floridas, 
and  granting  some_ additional  facilities  to  actual  settlers  at  the  time  of  the  cession. 

On  the  24th  of  February,  1824,  an  act  was  passed  extending  the  time  limited  for  tlie  setllement  of 
private  land  claims  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

On  the  8th  of  February,  1827,  an  act  passed  to  provide  for  the  confirmation  and  settlement  of  private 
laud  claims  in  East  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes,  but  which  does  not  appear  to  have  any  bearing  on  the 
claims  in  question. 

On  the  23d  of  May,  1828,  another  act  was  passed,  supplementary  to  the  acts  before  mentioned,  but 
equally  inapiilicablo  to  the  case  under  consideration. 

The  facts  relating  to  the  claim,  as  far  as  they  are  known  to  the  committee,  appear  to  be  tliese:  Andrew 
Turnbull,  under  whom  the  petitioners  claim,  and  also  his  children,  to  some  of  whom  separate  grants  had 
been  made,  lelt  the  province  of  East  Florida  about  the  commencement  of  the  revolutionary  war,  and  it 
does  not  a]ipear  that  the  said  Andrew  returned  to  the  province,  for  the  purpose  of  claiming  these  lands, 
during  the  time  the  country  continued  under  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain  or  of  S]3ain;  nor  was  the  said 
Andrew,  or  the  petitioners,  or  any  other  person  for  them,  in  the  occupancy  of  any  of  the  said  lands  at  the 
time  Florida  was  ceded  to  Spain,  or  at  any  time  thereafter  prior  to  the  transfer  by  Spain  to  the  United 
States;  nor  is  there  any  evidence  to  show  that  the  petitioners  or  their  ancestors  have  been  in  possession 
of  any  part  of  the  property  now  claimed  at  any  time  within  the  last  fifty  years;  nor  does  it  appear  that 
any  attempt  was  made  to  reclaim  or  dispose  of  the  said  property  wifliin  the  period  allowed  by  the  treaty 
oi  1783.  ]5ut  notwithstanding  the  staleness  of  the  claim,  the  committee  liave  deliberately  examined  it 
with  a  disposition  to  relieve  the  petitioners. 

The  attention  of  the  committee  has  been  directed  by  the  cUmants  to  the  law  of  1812.  That  law,  how- 
ever, does  not  appear  to  have  any  reference  to  the  subject.  It  relates  altogether  to  the  territory  claimed 
by  the  United  States  as  a  part  of  Louisiana,  and  cannot  aifect  or  apply  to  grants  in  East  Florida,  which 
was  not  ceded  to  the  United  States  until  about  seven  j'ears  after  the  law  of  1812  had  been  passed. 

The  petitioners  seem  to  rely,  also,  on  the  last  proviso  in  the  fifth  section  of  the   act  of  1822,  which 
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prohibits  tlic  conmiissioiKn's  fVoni  taking'  iiiln  cmisiili  ration  any  ISritisli  granls  luit  snrli  as  l)cl(.n';-  tn 
American  citizens,  and  wliicli  have  not  been  cdiniiensateJ  tor  by  liie  liritish  g'overnnient.  It  is  ninli'rstooil 
that  tlie  petitioners  are  American  citizens,  and  that  tiiey  have  nut  been  com|K'nsateil  by  tlu,'  I'ritisli  g-overn- 
mcnt,  and  tliat  therefore  the  I'onnnissionei's  were  not  proln'biti'il  from  examining  llieir  ehiims;  bnl  must 
surely  it  dues  nut  I'olluw  liccausc  tlie  board  liad  power  to  examine  any  deseripliun  ofchiims,  that  Iherel'ore 
those  claims  were  to  l>e  euntirinrd,  as  a  matter  ulCuurse,  Had  such  been  ihi'  intent iuu  of  CungM'css,  instead 
of  anthorizing  an  cxaminatiuu  after  pruuf  uf  eitizensliip,  and  that  no  eumpensaliun  had  licM-n  received,  they 
would  have  directed  a  cunfirniatiun  at  unci.'.  Tlie  true  construction  of  that  proviso  seems  to  lie,  that  Hritisli 
g-rants,  althougii  they  may  be  in  all  other  respects  sut'h  as  the  law  recognizes  tu  be  valid,  shall,  nutwith- 
standiiig",  be  rejected,  unless  they  come,  also,  within  the  description  contained  in  the  proviso.  The  i'aci, 
therefore,  of  citizenship  and  want  of  compensation  decides  nothing'.  The  (piestion  is  still  open,  whether 
the  grants  be  of  such  a  character  in  other  respects  as  entitles  them  to  conlirnuition  ?  This  iiKjuiry  must 
be  solved  bj-  a  reference  to  the  fourth  section  of  the  same  act,  which  enumerates  and  descrilies  the  claims 
that  may  be  hied  before  the  commissioners.  By  that  section  the  commissioners  were  authorized  to  receive 
only  such  claims  ag  were  valid  tinder  the  Sjiani^li  (juvenimen/  or  bij  the  law  of  nalio)i.'<.  They  were  not  per- 
mitted to  receive  or  to  place  on  their  tiles  claims  of  any  other  description,  and  consequently  could  neither 
examine  nor  allow  any  others.  The  true  construction  of  the  statute,  therel'ore,  must  be  that  such  British 
grants,  and  such  only,  as  were  valid  under  the  Spanisli  government  or  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  belonged 
to  American  citizens,  who  had  not  received  remuneration  fur  tliem,  might  be  received  ami  decided  by  the 
commissioners.  Tu  bring  the  case  within  the  law,  therefure,  the  petitiuners  must  do  more  than  show  that 
tliey  are  American  citizens  and  have  nut  received  conipunsat ion  for  their  lands  from  the  Britisli  government. 
They  must  establish  llie  previous  proposition,  that  their  grants  were  valid  under  the  Spianish  goverinnent 
or  by  the  law  of  nations. 

Some  weight  seems  to  lie  attached  by  the  jietitiuners  to  the  circumstance  that  Mr.  TurnbuU  joined  the 
Americans  at  the  commencement  of  the  revolution.  It  is  not  perceived  how  this  fact  can  change  tiie  merits 
of  the  claim,  because  it  did  not  in  any  degree  ailect  his  jjrivilege  under  tin.'  treaty  of  1"S3  of  selling  his 
lands,  which  is  expressly  secured,  not  only  to  British  subjects,  but  to  uthers  wliu  may  have  been  subjects 
of  the  King  uf  Great  Britain  in  tlie  said  cuuntries.  Mr.  Turnbull  had  been  a  subject  >>['  Great  Britain  in 
East  Florida,  and  was  therefore  within  tlio  provision.  Nor  is  it  perceived  how  the  claim,  in  a  legal  point 
of  view,  is  strengthened  by  the  fact  that  he  has  not  been  remunerated  bj-  the  British  government,  inasmuch 
as  the  remuneration  made  by  that  government  was  purely  gratuitous,  and  nut  in  consequence  of  any 
existing' right.  They  were  therefi.ire  at  liberty  to  withhold  it  altogether,  or  to  ,grant  it  to  whom  they 
pleased.  It  can  be  viewed  in  no  other  light  than  that  of  a  bounty,  voluntarily  given,  which  the  donor  had 
a  ]ierfect  right  to  distribute  to  whom  he  pleased  and  as  he  jileased.  The  |ietitioners,  therefore,  were  not 
wronged  by  its  being  witlilield  from  them,  for  the  obvious  reason  that  they  had  no  right  to  demand  it. 
The  liberality  <if  the  British  government  might,  iierhaps,  be  cited  as  an  example  worthy  of  imitation;  but 
it  caniK.it  be  referred  to  as  evidence  of  injustice  to  the  petitioners,  much  less  does  it  autlioiize  tlii.'m  to 
demand  remuneration,  as  a  matter  of  right,  from  the  American  g'overninent. 

The  claims  now  under  consideration  were  jiresented  to  the  commissioners  in  East  Fluiida,  and  nut 
confirmed,  on  the  ground  that  tliey  were  not  valid  under  the  Spanish  g-overnmcnt  or  by  the  law  of  nations, 
and  consequently'  not  emiiraced  in  the  statute  of  1822.  It  is  very  evident  that  Spain  nesT-r  diil  admit  tliese 
claims,  and  it  is  equally  evident  that  she  -was  not  bound  to  ilu  su.  The  unly  provision  in  favor  of  proprie- 
tors holding  under  British  grants  is  contained  in  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  1783  and  in  the  ruyal  order 
of  February  7,  1185,  ju'olon.ging'  the  time  named  in  tlie  treaty  by  an  addition  of  f(.iin'  niunths;  at  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time  all  British  grants  not  disposed  of  were  forfeited  to  the  cruwn.  An  umission  tu  sell  was  a 
voluntary  abandonment  of  title,  by  the  operation  of  the  fifth  article,  which  evidently  implies  that  Spain, 
after  the  exjiiration  of  the  stipulated  period,  should  be  vested  with  all  the  rights  acipiired  over  a  cumjuered 
country  eedeil  to  the  conqueror  by  a  subsequent  treaty;  and  it  is  very  evident,  from  the  course  pmrsiied  liy 
Spain,  tliat  she  claimed  tiK.ise  riglits.  On  the  30th  of  August,  178.J,  less  than  two  months  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  additional  term  of  four  months  allowed  by  the  King  to  British  claimants  to  dispose  of  their 
possessions,  a  decree  was  published  at  St.  Augustine  viriuallv'  forfeiting  all  British  grants  to  persons  who 
had  left  the  province  without  disposing  of  them,  or  who  had  remained  in  the  province  and  had  not  taken 
the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  King  of  Spain;  and  in  justification  of  that  measure,  the  decn/e  refers  to  an  article 
in  the  treaty  of  cession  from  Spain  to  England  in  17G3  of  the  same  character,  under  which  Great  Britain 
claimed,  as  absolutely  forfeited  to  her,  all  Spanisli  grants  that  had  n(jt  been  disposed  of  at  the  expiration 
of  the  term  allowed  for  that  jnirpose.  The  rule  adopted  by  Great  Britain,  and  applied  to  Spanish  subjects, 
is  cited  as  a  precedent  justifying  the  adoption  and  application  of  the  same  rule  tu  British  sulijecfs.  That 
Spain  determined  to  assert  her  treaty  rights  against  British  proprietors  who  had  left  the  province  may  be 
inferred  from  the  edict  <if  April  5,  1780,  before  quoted,  which  jiermitted  fi.ireigners  who  inhabited  the 
province  at  the  time  of  English  authority  to  remain,  and  by  which  they  were  protected  in  the  possession 
of  their  lands  and  eflects,  on  the  indispensable  condition  of  taking  the  oath  of  fidelity  and  obedience,  and 
by  which  all  those  who  had  m.it,  and  who  should  not  in  thirty  days,  take  that  oath,  were  ordered  to  depart 
the  province. 

But  the  determination  of  the  Spanish  government  to  avail  itself  of  the  rights  acquired  by  conquest, 
and  by  the  treaty  of  1783,  is  still  more  clearly  expressed  in  the  decree  published  at  St.  Augustim^  on  the 
30th  of  August,  1785,  which  contains  this  explicit  declaration:  ''  The  property  of  Don  Thomas  Nixon  cannot 
be  exempted  from  sliarin,g  the  same  fate  as  that  of  several  other  British  subjects  who  have  abandoned 
their  immovable  propertj'  without  taking  measures  to  sell  it;  and  the  same  happened  to  several  Spaniards 
when,  in  the  year  1763,  this  province  was  ceded  to  Great  Britain,  the  abandoned  jiossessioiis  falling  then 
to  the  King-  of  England  in  the  same  manner  as  they  now  devolve  to  the  King,  my  master;  the  primitive 
term  of  eighteen  months,  and  the  succeeding  prolongation  of  four  months,  stipulated  for  in  tin'  last  delini- 
tive  treaty  of  peace,  having  ended  on  the  19th  of  June  last." 

It  also  appears,  from  a  recital  in  the  protest  of  F.  M.  Arredondo,  that  the  houses  and  grounds  which 
reverted  to  the  royal  patrimony  at  the  time  the  En.glish  evacuated  tin.'  province,  by  their  owners  having 
left  them,  pro  derehcto,  had  been  sold  under  the  authority  of  the  crown. 

These  edicts  and  proceedings  aflbrd  satisfactory  evidence  that  Spain  has  nut  admitted,  but  un  the 
contrary  has  disavowed  the  grants  under  which  the  petitioners  claim,  and  tiiey  also  show  that  the  treaty 
authorizes  her  to  do  so.  From  this  view  of  the  subject  the  conclusion  seems  to  follow  that  the  grants  tu 
Mr.  TurnbuU  were  nut  valid  under  the  Spanish  ,g'overnment.  It  remains  to  incpiiro  if  they  were  supported 
by  the  law  of  nations.     Vattel,  b.  2,  c.  14,  sec.  207,  states   "that  the  governor  of  a  place,  and  the  general 
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who  lays  aiogc  to  it,  have  the  power  of  agTeein;^  about  the  capitulation,  and  that  everything  they  thus 
conchide  witliin  the  term.s  of  their  commission  is  oblig-atory  on  tiie  state  or  sovereign  who  has  committed 
to  tliom  tlie  power." 

Tlie  same  author,  1).  3,  c.  13,  sec.  107,  says  "immovables,  lands,  town.s,  provinces,  &c.,  pass  under  the 
power  of  the  enemy  wiio  makes  himself  master  of  them;  but  it  is  only  by  the  treaty  of  peace,  or  the  entire 
submission  or  extinction  of  the  state  to  whom  these  towns  and  provinces  belonged,  that  the  acquisition  is 
comiileted,  and  the  property  becomes  stable  and  perfect." 

And  again,  in  b.  2,  c.  8,  sec.  114,  hc^  says  "  every  state  has  the  liberty  of  granting  or  refusing  foreigners 
the  power  of  possessing  lands  or  otiier  immovable  goods  within  its  territory.  If  the  sovereign  does  not 
permit  aliens  to  possess  immovables,  nobody  has  a  right  to  com[)lain  of  it,  for  he  may  have  very  good 
reasons  for  acting  in  this  manner;  and  strangers,  not  being  able  to  claim  any  right  in  his  territories,  they 
ought  not  to  take  it  ill  that  he  makes  use  of  his  power  and  of  his  rights  in  the  manner  whicii  he  thinks 
most  for  the  advantage  of  the  state;  and  as  the  sovereign  may  refuse  strangers  the  power  of  possessing 
immovables,  he  is  doubtless  at  liberty  to  grant  it  only  on  certain  conditions."  In  b.  3,  c.  14,  sec.  212,  he 
maintains  the  doctrine  "  that  when  a  surrendered  town  is  retaken  it  becomes  restored  to  its  former  rights, 
and  receives  its  immovable  possessions  from  tlie  hands  of  those  who  were  precipitate  in  purchasing  tliem; 
but  if  this  town  has  been  ceded  to  the  enemy  by  a  treaty  of  peace,  or  was  absolutely  fallen  into  his  power  by 
the  submission  of  the  whole  state,  it  has  no  claim  to  the  right  post  liminium,  and  the  alienation  of  any  of 
its  possessions  by  the  conqueror  (s  valid  and  irretrievable."  It  was  no  doubt  in  conse(iuence  of  this  principle 
of  international  law  that  tiio  fifth  article  was  inserted  in  the  treaty  of  HSo,  and  that  a  similar  one  was 
introduced  into  the  preceding  treaty  of  1103. 

Spain,  having  compiered  the  province,  and  received  a  confirmation  of  her  riglit  by  the  treaty  of  peace, 
was  at  lil)t!rty  to  sell  her  acquisition,  as  she  did  do,  to  the  United  States,  unencumbered  by  tlie  \-ig\\i post 
liminium.  All  parties  were  bound  by  the  proceeding,  and  Mr.  TurnbuU,  in  common  witii  others,  must 
submit.  The  only  right  he  retained  was  the  one  secured  by  the  treaty  of  1783,  of  disposing  of  his  posses- 
sions within  a  limited  period.  They  were -not  disposed  of,  consequently  they  vested  in  the  King  of  Spain, 
and  have  passed  Irom  him  to  the  United  States  by  the  treaty  of  1819. 

If  the  proposition  be  estaVilished  that  the  grants  in  question  were  not  valid  under  the  Spanish 
government  or  by  the  law  of  nations,  it  must  follow  that  they  were  not  embraced  in  the  law  of  1822, 
whicli  is  the  only  statute  in  the  knowledge  of  the  committee  providing  for  the  confirmation  of  British 
grants  in  the  province  of  East  Florida.  If  the  claim  be  not  sustained  by  that  statute,  the  committee  do 
not  discover  any  ground  on  which  it  can  be  urged  as  a  matter  of  right,  nor  do  they  perceive  any  obligation 
on  the  United  States  to  indemnify  the  petitioners  for  a  loss  which  has  evidently  resulted  from  the  negli- 
gence of  their  ancestor.  The  lands  in  question  became  forfeited  to  the  crown  of  Spain  in  the  year  1785, 
thirty-four  years  before  the  province  was  transferi'cd  to  the  United  States.  Spain  had  acquired  a  perfect 
right  to  these  lands  by  conquest,  by  treaty,  and  by  a  voluntar}'  dereliction,  long  before  she  ceded  them  to 
the  United  States;  aiid  the  United  States,  by  that  cession,  succeeded  to  all  the  rights  of  Spain,  subject 
only  to  the  reservations  and  stipulations  in  her  own  treaty.  Among  those  stipulations  we  do  not  discover 
any  in  favor  of  British  grants,  for  this  obvious  reason,  that  by  the  treaty  of  1783,  no  British  proprietor 
was  allowed  to  retain  his  real  estate  unless  lie  remained  in  the  province,  continued  to  occupy  it,  and 
received  a  confiitnation  from  Spain  wliich  would  give  to  it  the  character  of  a  Spanish  grant,  and  thereby 
entitle  it  to  protection.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that,  by  the  eighth  article  of  our  treaty  with  Spain,  grants 
made  by  his  Catholic  Majesty  are  to  be  ratified  and  confirmed  only  to  persons  in  actual  poasession,  and  to 
the  same  extent  that  they  would  have  been  if  the  country  had  remained  under  the  dominion  of  Spain.  It 
does  not  appear  that  the  petitioners,  or  any  other  person  for  tliem,  were  in  possession,  or  that  their  claims, 
or  any  part  of  them,  would  have  been  valid  if  Spain  had  retained  the  country.  The  reverse  of  the  propo- 
sition seems  to  be  true;  for,  by  the  construction  of  the  treatj'  of  1783,  acquiesced  in  by  Great  Britain, 
British  claimants  were  not  allowed  to  remain  in  the  province  except  on  the  condition  of  becoming  Spanish 
subjects;  and  all  British  grants  held  b^'  emigrants,  and  not  sold  within  the  period  allowed  bj'  the  treaty, 
were  considered  as  being  rclimiuished  to  the  crown,  and  were  disposed  of  accordingly.  Tlie  petitioners 
and  their  ancestors  were  emigrants,  and  continued  to  be  so  during  the  occupancy  of  Spain.  They  did  not 
sell  their  lands,  they  were  not  in  possession,  and,  as  a  matter  of  course,  their  grants  would  not  have  been 
valid  had  Spain  continued  to  occupy  the  province. 

The  petitioners  place  some  reliance  on  the  fact  that  their  ancestor  joined  the  Americans  at  the 
beginning  of  the  revolutionary  war.  Although  that  course  entitles  him  to  the  most  favorable  consideration, 
it  does  not  aflect  the  merits  of  the  present  claim,  inasmuch  as  the  loss  of  his  lands  was  not  in  the  smallest 
degree  occasioned  by  that  act,  because  the  treaty  of  1783  embraced  his  case,  and  enabled  him,  at  the  close 
of  the  revolutionary  war,  to  reclaim  and  dispose  of  his  property.  The  fact  that  he  had  joined  the  Ameri- 
cans formed  no  objection  to  his  right,  which  was  lost,  not  because  he  had  become  an  American  citizen,  but 
because  he  voluntarily  chose  to  neglect  and  abandon  it. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  the  subject  referred  to  tliein,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the 
petitioners  have  not  sustained  their  claim,  and  report  to  the  Senate  the  following  resolution: 

Besolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
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CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN  FLORIDA. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY  27,    1830. 

Mr.  Gu-RLET,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  and  documents 

of  Alexander  Love,  of  West  Florida,  reported  : 

That  petitioner  claims,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  2,000  arpents  of  land,  as  having  been  granted  by 
the  Spanish  goveniment  in  1817  to  Nairo  Balderas,  and  by  him  conveyed  to  Eugenio  Lavalle,  and  by  the 
said  Lavalle  to  petitioner.     He  further  represents  that  the  said  claim  was  duly  entered  and  recorded 
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with  the  coiiiinissioncrs  of  hind  titles,  in  llie  district  in  whicli  it  is  sitnatod,  in  pages  280  and  281;  but 
tliat  tiicy  omitted  to  report  thereon.  It  is  in  evidence  tliat  the  ^-rant  nr  concession  was  made  as  before 
stated,  and  immediately  possessed  and  cultivated;  that  the  land  was  convcyeil  to  Lavalle,  and  by  hi?n  to 
petitioner.  It  further  appears,  by  an  cxaminatien  of  the  report  c.f  the  eommissioners  of  land  titles,  that 
no  re].)ort  on  this  claim  was  made,  although  there  is  mi  (■%  iileure  that  it  was  enteri'il  with  them.  This 
fact  is  alleged  liy  petitioner,  but  not  proven. 

Your  committee  are,  however,  satisfied  that  this  omission  should  not  pn^jmliee  his  claim,  if  just  in 
itself,  and  such  as  under  tlic  law  would  have  entitled  him  to  a  favorable  rei^ort,  if  it  had  been  so  entered, 
esiiecially  as  this  case  furnishes  strong  presumption  that  his  title  was  recorded  as  is  l.iy  him  alleged. 

From  a  view  of  the  wliolc  case,  your  committee  arc  of  opinion  tliat  the  petitiuner  is  entitled  t(j  the 
land  chiinieil,  and  theref  >re  report  a  l)ill  reliiKjuishing  to  him  the  title  nf  the  United  States. 
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PROPOSITION  TO  SELL  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS  IN  OHIO  TO  THAT  STATE. 

COMSIl'.NIC.VTEIl   TO    THE  HOrsE  HE  KEPUESEX T.MIVES  .I.VMARY  28,    1830. 

Mr.  Irwix,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  tlie  resolution  of  the  House 
instructing  the  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  selling  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  on  equitable 
terms,  the  unsold  land  belonging  to  the  United  States  situated  in  said  State,  reported: 

That    tlie   State   of  Ohio  contains   24,810,100    acres   of  land,  of  which   the  fallowing  (piantities  have 
been  appropriated  : 

Acres 

The  Ohio  Coiniiany"s  purchase S'J2,000 

Donation  to  the  Ohio  Company 100,000 

Two  townships  for  a  college  to  the  same  company 4(3,080 

The  western  Connecticut  reserve 3,267,910 

The  Virginia  military  district 3,701t,4S4 

The  L'nited  States  military  district 1,46I,(J6G 

John  C.  Symmes's  purchase 272,000 

The  perch  grant 25,200 

The  refugee  grant 103,000 

Grant  to  Arnold  H.  Dohrman 20,480 

Three  sections  to  Ebenezer  Zane 1,920 

To  the  United  Brethren 12,000 

Deduct  these  appropriations  from  the  wh'ile  (piantity,  and  there  will  be  left 15,897,460 

To  this  ought  to  be  added  that  portion  nf  the  United  States  military  district  which  remained 

unloeated ' 36,827 


15,934,287 


The  whole  quantity  of  land  heretofore  sold  at  the  respective  land  (iffices  in  that  State  amounts  to 
9,432,185  acres,  and  for  which  the  United  States  have  received  the  sum  of  $16,102,505,  which  is  at  the 
rate  of  about  one  dollar  and  seven  cents  per  acre,  for  the  whole  amount  of  the  |niblic  land  within  that 
State,  without  deducting  therefrom  any  of  the  grants  made  for  common  schools,  colleges,  roads,  or  canals. 
If  these  grants  were  deducted,  the  government  has  received  at  the  rate  of  about  one  dollar  and  twenty 
cents  per  acre  for  the  residue. 

Tliere  is  yet  unsold,  of  the  public  land  in  that  State,  4,802,162  acres,  which  was  offered  for  sale  at 
the  following  periods,  and  have  been  in  market  ever  since,  to  wit :  at  the  land  offices  at  Steubenville, 
Marietta,  Chilicothe,  and  Cincinnati,  in  the  years  1800  and  1801;  at  the  land  office  at  Zanesville  in  1803; 
at  Canton  in  1808,  and  at  Delaware  and  Piqua  in  1820,  1821,  ami  1822.  A  very  considerable  quantity  of 
the  unsold  land  has  been  in  market  between  twenty-five  and  thirty  years,  and  is  believed  by  the  committee 
to  be  generally  of  inferior  quality;  and  that  which  remains  unsold  in  the  districts  of  Delaware  and  Piqua, 
after  deducting  therefrom  the  part  located  for  the  Ohio  and  Indiana  canals,  is  believed  also  to  be  low, 
wet,  and  of  little  value,  when  compared  to  what  might  be  termed  lands  of  the  first  quality.  The  com- 
mittee, however,  cannot  pretend  to  set  a  price  on  these  lands,  or  say  what  sum  they  are  worth,  or  would 
bring  in  market,  if  offered  to  the  highest  bidder.  Until  further  information  is  procured  on  this  subject, 
tliey  would  not  advise  a  reduction  of  the  price  for  which  the  public  lands  have  heretofore  been  sold  in 
that  State. 

In  1825  that  State  engaged  in  the  construction  of  two  canals:  one  from  Dayton  to  Cincinnati,  in  the 
western  part  of  the  State,  about  sixty  or  seventy  miles  in  length;  the  other  from  Cleveland,  on  Lake 
Erie,  to  Portsmouth,  on  the  Ohio  river,  a  distance  of  about  three  hundred  and  nine  miles.  The  canal  from 
Dayton  to  Cincinnati  has  been  completed  for  some  time,  and  is  now  in  successful  operation.  That  por- 
tion of  the  main  canal  from  Cleveland  to  the  Licking  Summit,  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  ninety  miles, 
is  finished,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  small  jobs,  and  will  be  ready  for  navigation  the  ensuing  spring. 
The  balance  of  the  canal,  from  the  Licking  Summit  to  Portsmouth,  on  the  Ohio  river,  a  distance  of  119 
miles,  is  all  under  contract,  and  by  those  contracts  is  lo  be  completed  prior  to  June  1,  1831. 

In  the  Ciinstruction  of  these  canals,  the  State  has  contracted  a  debt  of  about  four  millions  of  dollars, 
which  it  will  have  to  pay  from  direct  taxation  and  the  profits  of  the  canals.  The  exemption  <.if  a  lar"-e 
portion  of  the  landed  property  within  the  State  from  taxation  has  ever  embarrassed  its  fiscal  concerns. 
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but  in  the  present  emerg-encj'  is  more  severely  felt,  in  consequence  of  the  increased  taxation  which  has 
become  necessary'  to  meet  the  eng-ag-ements  of  the  State. 

The  benefits  arising-  from  the  accomplishment  of  this  great  work  will  not  be  confined  to  the  State  by 
wdiich  it  was  achieved.  By  its  completion  an  unbroken  chain  of  inland  navigation  will  be  secured  from 
the  city  of  New  York  to  the  (iulf  of  Mexico,  and  to  every  portion  of  that  vast  extent  of  country  lying 
on  the  east  and  west  of  tlie  Mississippi,  as  far  as  its  waters  are  navigable.  In  times  of  peace  it  will 
alford  commercial  advantages  to  a  great  extent;  and  in  time  of  war  it  will  furnish  to  the  government 
immense  facilities  in  the  transportation  of  its  troops  and  munitions  of  war. 

As  the  committee  are  disposed  to  view  this  as  a  work  of  national  concern,  they  think  it  not  unreason- 
able that  the  United  States  should  relieve  that  State  of  a  part  of  its  public  debt,  by  becoming  the  pur- 
chaser of  a  portion  of  its  canal  stock.  This  can  be  effected  by  selling  and  conveying  to  that  State  the 
residue  of  the  public  lands  within  its  limits,  upon  condition  that  the  State,  by  its  legislative  act,  will 
ao-ree  to  sell  those  lands  for  cash  only,  and  at  such  price  and  in  such  quantities  as  Congress  may  from 
time  to  time  direct;  and  will  faithfully  apply  the  net  proceeds  to  the  purchase  of  its  canal  stock,  at  par, 
as  fast  as  practicable;  and  will  forever  guaranty  the  payment  of  interest  thereon,  not  exceeding  four,  and 
never  less  than  three  per  cent.  To  carry  into  effect  this  equitable  arrangement,  the  committee  herewith 
report  a  bill. 
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0  L  A  I  M    T  0    LAND    I  N_  M  I  C  11 1  G  A  N  . 

COMMUNIOATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    KErRESENT.\TIVES    JAXU.iRY    28,    1830. 

The  Committee  on  Private   Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the   petition  of  Kobc'.-t  Irwin,  junior,  of 

Green  Bay,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  reported  : 

The  petitioner  sets  out  in  his  petition  that,  Iti  the  year  1820,  he  purchased  of  one  Joseph  Ducharm  a 
lot  of  land  designated  on  the  plat  of  private  land  claims  at  Green  Bay,  in  Michigan,  as  lot  number  seven- 
teen, on  tlie  east  side  of  Fox  river;  that  he  so  arranged  his  buildings  thereon  that  when  the  survej's 
under  the  direction  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  in  the  year  1828  came  to  be  made,  it  was 
discovered  tliat  a  portion  of  his  buildings  fell  within  the  lines  of  lot  number  eighteen,  adjoining  to  his  on 
the  south,  lie  asks  Congress  to  convey  to  him,  or  permit  him  to  purchase  at  a  fair  value,  that  part  of 
the  said  lot,  number  eighteen,  upon  which  his  buildings  have  been  erected.  It  appears,  and  the  fact  is 
admitted  liy  the  petitioner,  that  lot  number  eighteen  has,  by  an  arrangement  with  the  government,  been 
assigned  to  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  for  missionary  purposes,  and  thereby  become  private  property. 
Your  Committee  know  of  no  autliority  vested  in  Congress  to  wrest  property  from  the  hand  of  one  indi- 
vidual proprietor,  to  place  it  in  that  of  another.  It  is  therefore  resolved  that  the  petitioner  is  not  entitled 
to  an  J'  relief  upon  hi.s  petition. 


2  I  ST   COXGRESS.]  No.    792.  [1st    SeSSION. 

DISPOSITION    OF    THE    PUBLIC    LANDS    IN    TENNESSEE. 

communicated  to  the  house  op  represent.vtives  .ianuary  29,  1830. 

Mr.  Crockett,  from  the  Select  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  most  equitalile  manner  of  disposing 
of  the  refuse  public  lands  lying  south  and  west  of  the  coiigrcssiiiiia!  reservation  line  in  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  rei)ort('d  : 

That,  liy  reference  to  a  report  made  at  the  present  session  of  Congress  by  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  accompanied  by  an  official  communication  from  the  secretary  of  state  of  Tennessee, 
it  appears  that  the  whole  quantity  of  land  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  lying  west  and  south  of  the  line, 
commonly  called  the  congressional  reservation,  is  si.x  millions  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four  thousand 
acres;  of  which  there  has  been  appropriated  for  the  satisfaction  of  North  Carolina  military  warrants,  and 
of  warrants  issued  by  that  State  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  revolutionary  war,  four  millions  five 
hundred  and  ten  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventj'-six  acres;  leaving  the  quantity  of  two  millions  three 
hundred  and  lifty-tliree  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four  acres  of  unappropriated  lands  subject  to 
the  disposition  of  the  government.  It  appears  to  the  committee  that  the  lands  which  have  been  thus 
appropriated  for  the  satisfaction  of  warrants  in  this  district  of  country  h.ave  been  entered  by  selection  at 
the  option  of  the  claimants;  and  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  his  report,  says:  "There 
can  be  nf)  doubt  that  very  nearly  all  the  lands  of  the  best  quali*'y  have  been  appropriated,  and  that  a  very 
small  portion  of  tlie  residu(^  could  be  sold  at  the  minimum  ]n-ice  of  the  Uiutcd  States,  until  further  |)ro- 
gress  shall  have  been  made  in  the  settlement  and  improvement  of  the  country,  and  a  greater  demand 
thereby  created  tor  tlw  iufcridr  lands,"     P>y  an  inspection  of  the  gcnrinl  plan  or  map  of  this  district,  and 
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the  letter  of  the  seeretiiry  nf  st;ite  of  TennessiH',  aecniiqiMiiyiiiL;-  tlnV  report,  it  will  ;i]ipear  that  the  lamlR 
yet  vacant  are  vefiiso  lauds;  thai  thi'V  lie  in  small  Imilies  ami  dctaclieil  iiareels;  ami  the  scc-relary  of 
state  of  Tennessee  states  that  it  is  prolialile  that  one-twentieth  |iart  nf  the  vaeaiil  laml  woiiM  lie  entireil 
at  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per  acre,  and  one-lillh  ui'  the  residue  at  one  cenl. 

Tiio  coniiiiittee  would  refer  the  House  to  a  report  made  li_y  a  eoniniittec  of  llii>  House  of  lieiireseii- 
tatives  at  the  first  session  of  the  last  Congress,  containing-  a  minute  statement  uf  the  situation  and  real 
value  of  the  vacant  lands  in  the  country  in  question,  and  to  various  laws  of  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee, 
b-v  which  the  North  Carolina  land  warrants  have  been  entered  and  granted.  V>y  an  act  of  Congress 
passed  April  IS,  ISOO,  Tennessee  was  authorized  to  satisfy  the  North  Carolina  claims  In  it  is  this 
provision:  "And  the  State  of  Tennessee  shall  moreover,  in  issuing-  grants  and  perfecting  titles,  locate  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres  to  every  six  miles  square  in  the  territory  hereby  ceded,  where  existing  claims 
will  allow  the  same,  which  shall  be  appropriated  for  tlie  use  of  schools  for  the  instruction  of  children 
forever."  It  appears  that  the  existing-  claims  of  North  Carolina  turned  out  to  be  so  numerous  that  they 
exhausted  all  the  valuable  lands  nortli  and  east  of  the  line  established  in  said  act,  so  that  very  few  school 
tracts  were  laid  oif.  South  and  west  of  tlie  line  no  school  tracts  have  been  laid  oil';  and  upon  this  latter 
point  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  his  report  already  referred  to,  says  :  "By  the  act 
of  Congress  ajiproved  April  IS,  180(5,  provision  was  made  for  the  reservation  of  lands  for  the  use  of  schools 
from  that  portion  of  lands  thereby  ceded  to  the  State  of  Tennessee;  and  wliatever  disposition  may  be 
made  of  the  unappropriated  lands  south  and  west  of  the  congressional  boundary  line,  ///c  uniform  practice 
of  the  government  icotdd  require  that  a  ijuanlilij  of  land  equal  to  one  thirti/-yi.rlh  part  if  On-  wJtole  district 
slwuld  be  apipropriatecffor  the  use  of  schools^ 

It  appears  to  the  committee  that  there  are  now  settled  u]ion  these  vacant  spots  of  land,  where  they 
are  of  any  value,  a  number  of  poor  persons,  with  their  families;  who,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
slujuld  be  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption,  at  a  small  price,  to  the  places  they  occupy.  In  considering 
the  proper  disposition  to  be  made  of  these  lands,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  a  number  of  acres 
ought  to  be  granted  to  the  State,  equal  in  quantity  to  the  number  of  acres  which  the  State  would  have 
had  if  one  section  in  each  township,  or  one  thirty-sixth  part,  had  been  laid  off  for  the  use  of  common 
schools,  agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  the  act  of  1806;  and  that  it  should  be  a  condition  of  the  grant 
that  the  State,  in  disposing-  of  the  same,  shall  give  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  the  settlers  upon  it  at  a 
reduced  price.  The  committee  are  aware  that  this  will  fall  very  far  short  in  valui' of  what  the  State 
would  have  had  if  the  school  tracts  had  been  laid  off  on  the  good  lands  before  they  were  taken  by  warrants, 
a  privilege  secured  by  the  act  of  1800,  and  which  also  had  been  granted  to  all  the  other  new  States.  The 
legislature  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  pray  in  their  memorial  for  a  relinquishment  of  all  the  remaining 
vacant  lands  south  and  west  of  the  line,  and  allege  that  the  whole  would  not  be  suflicient  in  value  to 
make  up  the  deficiency  in  the  school  lands;  and  the  committee  are  of  this  opinion,  but  are  induced  not  to 
recommend  this  because  of  the  objections  made  by  some,  that  a  cession  might  operate  injuriously  as  a 
precedent  in  other  quarters  of  the  Union. 

The  main  objects  proposed  to  be  clfccted  by  the  bill  which  the  committee  repi.>rt,  are:  1st.  That  the 
occupant  settlers  may  be  secured  in  their  homes  at  a  low  rate,  aud  thereby  become  freeholders  in  the 
country.  2d.  That  the  lands  granted  may  be  suliject  to  taxation;  and  lastly,  that  justice  may  to  some 
extent,  in  regard  to  common  schools,  be  done  to  Tennessee,  although  not  so  great  as  that  which  has  been 
extended  to  all  the  other  new  States  whore  the  government  has  owned  lands.  The  conunittee  therefore 
report  a  bill  in  accordance  with  the  principles  herein  set  forth. 


21sT  Congress.]  No.    793.  [1st  Se.ssiox. 

JUDICIAL  DECISIONS  AND  LKOAL  OPINIONS  ON  LAND  CLAIMS  IN  ARKANSAS. 

COMMUXIC.\TED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    FEBUr.VRY   1,    1830. 

Office  of  the  Attorney  Cteneral  of  the  U.  S.,  January  29,  1830. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  2Gth  instant,  I  have  the  honor 
herewith  to  transmit  copies  of  a  correspondence,  or  of  so  much  thereof  as  can  be  found  on  the  files  and 
records  of  this  office,  between  the  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  Territory  of  .Arkansas  aud  the 
Attorney  General  of  the  Ignited  States,  in  relation  to  the  subject  matter  of  that  resolution,  and  to  state 
that  no  otiier  information  connected  therewith  is  to  be  found  in  this  office. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  MACFIIEi;SON  BERRIEN. 
Hon.  Axiirew  Stevenson,  Spieaker  of  the  House  if  Bepreseutatices,  L  .  N. 


1.  The  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  Arkansas  Territory  to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States, 

referred  to   in  letters  of  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  dated  September  22,  1826,  aud 
October  31,  1828.     Dated  August  8,'l826.     (Not  found.) 

2.  The  Attorney  General  to  the  United  States  attorney  for  Arkansas,  dated  September  22,  1826. 

3.  The  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  Arkansas  to  the  Attorney  General,  dated  December  27,  1826. 

4.  The  Attorney  General  to  the  United  States  attorney  for  Arkansas,  dated  December  8,  1827. 

.  Tlic  attorney  of  llie  United  States  for  Arkansas  to  the  Attorney  General,  dated  January  10,  182S. 
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6.  Same  to  same.     Referred  to  in  letter  of  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  dated  October  31, 

1828.     Dated  Fehriiary  8,  1828.     (Not  found.') 

7.  Same  to  same,  dated  May  1,  1828. 

8.  Same  to  same.     Keforred  to  in  letter  of  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  dated  October  31, 

1828.     Dated  July  30,  1828.     (Not  found.) 

9.  The  Attorney  General  to  the  United  States  attornej'  for  Arkansas,  dated  October  31,  1828. 


Okkice  of  the  Attornev  Generaf,  of  the  U.  S.,  Sq^tember  22,  1826. 

Sn::  1  have  had  the  hunnr  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  8th  of  August  last,  accompanied  by  four  tran- 
scripts of  cases  decided  by  the  superior  court  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act 
(if  Con"-ress  of  May  26,  1824.  If  you  will  have  the  "-oodness  to  advert  to  the  9th  section  of  that  act,  you 
will  perceive  that  it  requires  the  district  attorney,  in  the  case  which  has  occurred,  of  a  decision  against 
the  United  States,  to  make  out  and  transmit  to  the  Attorney  General  "a  statement  containing  the  facts 
of  the  case,  and  the  points  of  law  on  which  the  t^ame  was  decided;"  and  this,  in  order  that  the  Attornej'  Gen- 
eral may  decide  whetiier  the  interest  of  the  United  States  requires  that  an  appeal  should  be  taken.  The 
transcripts  now  sent  are  by  no  means  a  substitute  for  the  statement  required  by  the  act  of  Congress;  for 
that  transcript  contains  no  statement  of  the  points  of  law  on  which  the  cases  were  decided,  and  the  statement 
of  facts  presented  by  the  transcript  is  too  meagre  to  enable  the  Attorney  General  to  collect  what  the 
points  in  dispute  were.  The  commissioners  must  have  had  some  ground  for  the  rejection  of  the  claims  in 
the  iirst  instance.  Would  not  the  cases  have  been  better  prepared  lV)r  the  revision  of  the  Supreme  Court 
if  that  rejection,  and  the  gmund  (  f  it,  had  been  exhibited  witii  the  answer  (jf  the  district  attorney?  I 
await  your  explanation,  and  remain  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  WIRT. 

Samuel  C.  Roaxe,  Esq., 

United  States  altorneij,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas  Territory, 


Little  Ruck,  December  21,  1826. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  22d  September,  ult.,  in  reply  to  mine  of  August  8,  has  been  duly  received.  In 
answer  to  which  I  have  to  inform  you  that  probably  the  construction  which  I  give  the  9th  section  of  the 
act  of  Congress  of  May  26,  1824,  providing  for  the  adjudication  of  unconfirmed  French  and  Spanish  land 
claims,  was  incorrect.  I  had  supposed  that  an  entire  transcript  of  all  the  proceedings  had  in  the  several 
cases  would  have  been  equivalent  to  a  statement  of  the  facts  of  the  cases,  and  the  points  of  law  upon 
which  the  same  were  decided.  In  those  cases  which  have  been  forwarded  the  facts  and  the  points  of  law 
arc  the  same  with  all  the  cases  now  pending  in  this  court — in  fact,  the  general  principles  are  the  same  in 
all  the  cases  as  yet  filed,  viz: 

1.  That  the  petitioner  or  claimant  produced  to  the  court  a  petition  addressed  to  the  then  post-com- 
mandant, praying  for  a  concession  of  certain  land  described  in  said  petition,  in  the  margin  of  which  the 
commandant  indorsed  the  concession  of  the  lands  prayed  for. 

2.  Proof  that  the  petition  and  concession  were  genuine,  and  the  act  of  the  Spanish  officer  who  pur- 
ported to  have  signed  the  same. 

i  When  the  concession  purported  to  be  made  to  a  person  then  resident  in  tlie  country',  proof  of  such 
residence. 

4  When  conditions  Avere  added  to  a  concession,  proof  that  these  conditions  were  complied  with  by 
the  grantee,  so  far  as  was  in  his  power  previous  to  the  change  of  govermiient. 

The  only  points  of  law  arising  in  the  cases  were,  whether  the  claim  came  within  the  provisioiLS  of 
the  first  section  of  the  act  of  May  26,  1824,  providing  for  the  adjudication  of  those  claims?  And  if  so, 
under  what  treaty,  law,  or  ordinance,  the  claim  is  protected  to  the  claimant,  as  provided  to  be  stated  in 
the  decree  of  confirmation  by  the  2d  section  of  the  aforesaid  act? 

On  the  subject  of  those  claims  having  been  referred  to  the  former  board  of  commissioners  and  rejected, 
I  have  been  unable  to  ascertain  the  grounds  of  their  rejection.  The  reports  of  those  commissioners,  as 
forwarded  to  me  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  merel3'  state  the  name  of  the  claimant, 
the  number  of  acres  claimed,  its  situation,  the  name  of  the  Spanisli  officer  making  the  concession,  and  the 
date  of  that  concession.  The  decisions  of  the  board  are  uniformly  in  these  words:  "  It  is  the  opinion  of 
the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed."  I  conjecture  that  those  claims  were  rejected  by  the 
former  board  of  commissioners  for  want  of  the  proof  now  adduced  in  their  support.  As  these  commis- 
sioners held  their  sittings  at  St.  Louis,  near  five  hundred  miles  from  the  post  of  Arkansas,  where  most  of 
the  present  claimants  then  lived,  or  from  an  ignorance  in  the  claimants,  what  proof,  if  any,  would  be 
required? 

I  now  enclose  to  you  the  transcript  of  two  other  cases.  The  facts  and  points  of  law  will  be  found  to 
correspond  with  the  statement  made  in  this  letter. 

If  any  other  or  further  statement  or  explanation  should  be  necessary,  please  prescribe  such  forms,  or 
state  such  requisites  as  you  may  deem  necessary,  and  I  will  endeavor  to  forward  them  to  you  witli  all 
convenient  despatch. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  humlile  and  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  C.  ROANE,  U.  S.  District  Attorney  for  Arkansas  Territory. 

Wm.  Wirt,  Esq.,  Attorney  General  (-f  the  United  States,  Washington  City. 


Office  of  the  Attorney  General  of  the  U.  S.,  December  8,  1821. 

Sir:  I  am  sorry  to  differ  with  you  in  your  construction  of  tne  9th  section  of  the  act  of  May  26,  1824, 
concerning  the  claims  to  lands  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas. 

The  language  of  that  section  is,  that  if  shall  lie  (he  duty  of  the  district  attorney  to  make  out  and 
transmit  to  the  A  ttoriun- General  a  statement  containing  the  facts  if  (lu:  case,  and  Ui.c  jwinls  of  law  on  u'hich  the 
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same  iraf:dei'!di'cl;  this  you  construe  to  mean  to  send  the  Attoniry  (icui'ral  a  rn\\y  of  tho  iv  onvrl;  luit  iC  tliishad 
be™  the  intention  of  ("ou^'ress,  liow  easywimiil  it  liavo  lircii  In  say  so  at  niirr,  without  usinu' a  |ii'ii]ihrasis 
so  ill  calcuhited  to  convey  that  sinipk'  idea,  ami  s.i  well  calciihitrd  to  cnnvey  andtlier.  L'onj;M'ess  was 
]icrfeetly  aware  that  tiiese  titles  depended  cm  the  iieculiar  local  usa;;-es  anil  regulations  of  Spain  and 
France,  which,  however  familiar  in  those  provinces,  I'oriued  no  part  of  the  lilirary  of  the  ji'eneral  lawyer, 
and  could  not  be  supposed  to  be  knnwn  in  advance,  either  to  the  Attorney  (Jeneral  or  the  Sui)ren]e  ('nurt. 
The  district  attorney,  residing-  on  the  s]iot,  would  naturally  be  [u'esuiued  to  b(^  professionally  well  ac- 
quainted with  tlie  foundation  of  the  land  titles  in  the  district;  and  beiiiLC  called  by  his  duty  to  examine 
the  laws,  rcfjulations,  and  evidence  in  every  jjarticuhir  case  on  which  the  claim  of  the  petitioner  rested, 
to  take  part  in  the  discussion  himself,  and  to  hear  the  ]irinciples  on  which  thi-  court  rested  the  decision, 
he  Would  be  in  a  condition  to  jierform,  with  ease  to  hims(df,  the  duty  reipiireil  of  him  by  the  law,  which  1 
consider  to  be,  to  make  a  statement  of  all  tin'  circumstances  necessary  to  a  clear  apprehension  of  the 
controversy,  to  state  the  precise  ]Kiint  indis]iute,  with  a /wee ksc  reference  to  the  ]iarticular  law,  ordinance, 
or  regulation  on  which  these  points  arose,  and  to  state  with  equal  clearness  and  distinctness  the  princi- 
ples on  whicli  the  court  rested  the  decision.  To  the  fullilment  ofthe  object  which  this  ptirticular  provision 
of  the  act  of  Congress  had  in  view,  a  general  reference  to  the  Spanish  and  French  law  is  not  enough;  the 
reference  ought  to  bo  specific  and  precise  to  the  particular  regulation  or  provision  on  which  the  case  turns; 
and  I  think  that  this  jiarticular  regulation  or  ]:)rovision  ought,  in  some  form  or  other,  to  be  incorporateil  in 
the  record  as  part  of  the  case.  Foreign  laws  are  not  matters  of  fact,  and  are  to  lie  [iroved  as  such,  unless 
admitted;  and  tliough  these  Spanish  and  French  regulations  have,  to  a  certain  extent,  been  domi.'stii'ated 
by  our  treaties,  still  they  belong  to  a  foreign  code,  and  ought  to  lu'  provcil  or  admitted,  and  spread  npion 
the  record,  as  foreign  laws  which  govern,  pro  hao  vice,  the  decisions  of  domestic  courts  of  admiralty,  are 
proved  or  admitted,  and  form  jiart  of  the  case.  The  cases  which  yi.iu  have  heretoliux'  sent  me,  (if  the 
records  in  these  be  full.)  seem  to  me  too  defective  fm-  a  tinal  decision.  You  will,  therefore,  please  to  take 
a]ipeals  in  tlieiu  according  to  the  ninth  section  ofthe  act,  and  send  on  complete  records,  to  be  docketed  in 
the  Supreme  Court,  with  the  allowance  of  the  a|)peal  annexed.  It  will  be  desirable  to  have  the  course  of 
decision  and  practice  under  this  act  settled  by  the  anthoritj"  of  the  Supremo  Court.  .Meantime,  please 
forward  to  me  a  specific  and  precise  reference  to  the  regulations  under  which  these  cases  were  decided, 
and  if  to  be  had,  ;i  full  co|iy  of  the  .system  of  regulations  on  which  the  land  titles  deiiond:  and  be  pleased 
to  consider  the  opinion  which  I  have  expressed  as  to  the  constnu'tion  of  the  act  of  Cong'ress  as  the  guide 
in  future. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  resiiect fully,  your  obedient  servaut. 


S.AJivEL  C.  Ro.iXK,  Little  JtorL\  Arkan:<a--<. 


w.M.  wiirr. 


Little  Rock,  January  1(1,  IS'28. 

Sir  :  Encloseil  .you  will  receive  a  transcript^of  the  recoril  in  the  case  of  Francois  Degnc  i'.^.  The  United 
States,  for  the  contirmation  of  three  thousand  two  hundred  arpents  of  land.  I  have  deemed  it  more  expe- 
dient to  forward  to  you  th(>  entire  case,  with  all  the  evidence,  than  thi'  report  that  would  seem  to  bo 
contemplated  by  the  act  of  Congress  ;  the  entire  record  shows  all  the  points  of  law,  together  with  the 
evidence  on  which  the  case  was  decided.  I  would  remark  that  there  are  a  considerable  number  of  cases 
now  pending  on  the  docket  in  this  court,  in  all  respects  situated  as  tliis  one  is;  and  for  my  government  in 
those  cases  which  are  yet  pendant,  I  would  earnestly  request  of  you  an  answ-er  respecting  the  cases  now- 
forwarded  at  as  early  a  perioil  as  practicable.  As  to  the  amount  of  lanil  conlirnied  in  this  case,  you  will 
perceive  from  the  decree  that  there  is  oidy  one-half  the  quantity  confirmed  that  the  complainant,  Pegne, 
claims;  this  arises  from  the  doubtt^ul  language  used  in  the  petition.  Asking  for  a  concession  of  forty 
arpents  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  with  the  ordinary  depth,  (forty  arpents,)  the  petitioner  claims  the 
ordinary  depth  on  each  side  of  the  river;  the  court  in  their  decree  have  applied  the  term  ordinary  depth 
to  the  whole  tract,  and  not  to  each  side  of  the  river,  as  prayed  for  in  the  bill  tiled  in  this  case.  I  would 
further  draw  your  attention  to  the  section  of  the  law  that  provides  for  the  payment  of  costs  in  these 
cases,  as  there  appears  to  be  some  doubt  with  the  court  what  amount  of  fee  to  tax  to  the  United  States 
attorney  in  each  case,  and  consequently  the  court,  heretofore,  have  refused  to  tax  any  costs  to  the  United 
States  attorney.  Your  opinion  on  this  point  will  relieve  the  court  from  much  embarrassment ;  my  own 
opinion  is  that" the  United  States  attorney  is  entitled  to  the  same  fees,  to  be  paid  by  the  complainant,  as 
would  be  taxed  to  an  attorney  in  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  of  Missuuri  in  a  suit  in  chancery. 

I  have  the  honiir  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

SAM'L  C.  1-JOAXE,  United  Stalex  Attorney,  Arkansas  Territory. 

"WiLLi.vM  \ViRT,  Esij.,  Attorney  General  of  the  United  Slates,  Washington  City. 


Little  Rock,  May  1,  1828. 

Sir:  Herewith  you  will  receive  the  record,  with  an  allowance  of  an  appeal,  in  the  case  of  Francois 
Degne,  and  also  a  certificate  of  the  clerk  of  the  motions  made  by  myself  in  all  the  other  cases  of  con- 
firmation of  land  claims  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  id,  18-24,  wdiere  the  claims  were  over  live 
hundred  acres,  which  motions  w-ere  overruled  by  the  court,  under  the  provisions  of  the  second  section  of 
said  act— the  court  here,  on  argument,  having  'solenndy  decided  that  an  appeal  will  not  lie  from  their 
decisions  unless  ordered  by  the  Attorney  General  within  one  year  after  the  adjudication  by  the  court. 
Your  letter  instructing  me  to  send  up  the  appeals  l.)ears  date  December  8,  1827  ;  all  the  cases  excc])!  the 
case  of  Fran(,-ois  Degne,  herewith  transmitted,  were  adjudicated  m<ire  than  one  year  previous  to  that  time  |_ 
whether  the  opinion  of  the  court  was  correct  or  not  will  be  for  you  to  judge.  I  doubt  the  correctness  of 
the  decision  in  overruling  my  applications  for  those  appeals  ;  but  unless,  from  additional  instructions  by 
you,  the  court  should  be  ordered  to  change  their  opinion,  I  shall  be  w-holly  unable  to  procure  the  necessary 
transcripts  and  allowances  of  the  appeals  in  those  cases  required  by  you. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  informing  you  that  there  are  now  pending  in  this  court  upwards  of  one  hundred 
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petitions  for  confirmation,  all,  or  nearly  all,  of  wliicli  are  for  small  tracts  under  five  hundred  acres.  From 
the  unexpected  number  of  those  small  claims,  and  other  circumstances  attending  them,  I  am  induced  to 
believe  that  many  of  them  are  fraudulent,  althoug-h  they  are  proven  by  witnesses  brought  here  from 
Louisiami,  whose  credibility,  with  all  the  exertions  I  have  been  able  to  make  in  this  country,  I  am  unabl 
successfully  to  arraign.  My  object  in  giving  you  this  information  relative  to  the  cases  j'et  pending  in 
our  court  is  to  ascertain  from  you,  by  way  of  instruction  or  otherwise,  whether  it  be  my  duty,  or  would 
the  government  allow  my  necessary"  expenditures  in  going  to  Louisiana,  or  elsewhere,  to  procure  testi- 
mony. ^Yhetller  I  should  succeed  or  not  is  doubtful;  those  persons  who  know  most  about  claims  are 
interested  in  their  confirmation.  The  court  here  have  refused  to  allow  me  any  fees  or  compensation  what- 
ever for  my  defending,  on  the  part  of  the  government,  except  a  2)er  diem  pay  of  five  dollars  while  actually 
in  attendance  on  the  court  in  session  ;  with  this  limited  means  it  is  impracticable  for  me  to  make  the 
exertions  to  procure  testimony  which  1  deem  the  interest  of  the  government  requires.  I  have  succeeded 
in  o-etting  all  the  cases  now  pending  in  court  continued  until  October  next ;  in  the  meantime  be  pleased 
to  infonii  me  of  the  course  to  pursue  in  these  cases.  There  has  been  no  adjudication  since  December  last. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM'L  C.  r.OAN'E,    Unl/rd  Slater  Allornr,/,  ArLansa^i  Territory. 
Wm.  Wikt,  Es(|. 


Office  of  the  Attouxrv  General  of  the  United  St.vtes, 

Washinr/lon,  October  31,  1828. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  SOtli  of  July  reached  this  place  during  my  necessary  absence  on  an  excursion 
to  the  north  for  the  health  of  one  of  iny  family,  and  it  is  only  a  few  days  back  that  it  has  met  my  view. 
I  am  sorry  to  learn  by  that  letter  that  we  have  lost  the  benefit  of  an  appeal  in  the  several  cases  stated  in 
the  list  enclosed  in  that  letter,  and  wliich  were  decided  at  the  April  term  of  1826,  and  that  of  April,  1827, 
because  not  prayed  for  within  twelve  montlis  from  the  rendition  of  the  decrees.  I  am  bj-  no  means  sat- 
isfied with  these  decisions,  and  should  have  been  extremely  glad  to  have  had  them  sulmiitted  to  the 
revision  of  the  Supreme  Court ;  but  I  was  without  the  statement  required  by  the  ninth  section  of  the  act 
of  April  2(),  1824  ;  and  I  am  still  without  such  a  statement  in  any  of  the  cases,  and  therefore  I  liad  not 
the  means  which  Congress  intended  I  should  have  to  enable  me  to  judge  whether  justice  to  the  individual 
claimant  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  United  States  on  the  otlier,  rendered  it  expedient  that  an  appeal  should 
be  taken. 

At  the  time  of  tli<'  passage  of  that  act,  the  la-ganization  (if  the  Si^anish  government  in  the  provinces, 
the  relative'  sphere  of  powers  of  the  several  officers — the  governors,  the  intendants,  and  the  commandants 
of  ])osts — whether  derived  from  royal  commissions,  edicts,  orders,  or  proclamations;  the  regulations  pro- 
ceeding from  the  several  Spanish  governors  and  intendants,  and  the  practice  of  the  Sjianish  colonial 
government  in  carrying  those  regulations  into  etfect,  were  necessarily  unknown  to  me.  There  had  been 
no  perfect  collection  of  these  laws,  ordinances,  and  regulations,  and  the  practice  under  them  printed,  so 
that  we  were  necessarily  in  the  dark  here  on  the  whole  subject,  and  could  expect  to  derive  light  from  no 
other  quarter  but  the  territories  in  which  these  land  regulations  had  been  carried  into  efleet  during  their 
provincial  connexion  with  Spain.  It  was  in  reference  to  this  state  of  things,  no  doubt,  that  the  ninth 
section  was  introduced  into  the  law.  It  was  naturally  to  have  been  expected  that  whenever  a  claim  of 
one  of  these  petitioners  came  to  be  discussed  before  the  courts,  either  of  Missouri  or  Arkansas,  the  peti- 
tioner ^\tluld  be  required  to  show  not  only  the  grant,  concession,  or  order  of  survey  under  which  he 
claimed,  but  the  power  of  the  person  who  granted  such  concession,  &c.,  to  make  such  grant;  that  in 
doing  this  he  would  be  required  to  deduce  the  power  of  such  officer  from  the  Spanish  sovereign,  through 
the  governors  of  the  provinces,  and  bring  before  the  court,  not  merely  the  whole  body  of  regulations,  but 
lay  his  finger  on  the  specific  provisions  in  these  regulations  which  made  his  title  good,  and  show  a  com- 
pliance with  these  regulations  in  every  particular,  such  as  settling  and  making  the  partial  clearing  and 
cultivation,  which  seem  to  be  required  by  all  these  regulations,  (all,  at  least,  that  I  have  seen,)  within  a 
limited  time,  and  show  that  he  was  in  the  peculiar  predicament  as  to  the  number  of  family,  of  head  of 
horses,  cattle,  &c.,  which  entitled  him  to  a  grant  under  these  regulations.  It  was  also  naturally  to  have 
been  expected  that  the  officers  maintaining  the  rights  of  the  United  States  would  have  demanded  that  the 
powers  of  the  officer  making  the  grant  should  be  clearly  shown;  that  he  would  have  laid /i/s  y?H7(')-  on 
those  articles  of  the  regulations  which  seem  to  confine  the  power  of  making  grants  to  the  governors  and 
intendants,  and  on  those  clauses,  also,  which  seem  to  indicate  that  grants  could  he  made  only  to  persons 
in  a  peculiar  predicament,  and  which  declare  that  even  a  grant  made  shall  be  avoided,  unless  followed  by 
settlement,  clearing,  and  cultivation  in  a  limited  time,  as  within  three  years,  and  demanded  proof  that 
tlie  party  was  in  tiiesc  predicaments;  that  he  would  have  required  proof  of  the  process  verbal  which 
these  regulations  seem  to  require  to  accompany  the  survey,  in  order  to  inform  the  governor  whether  a 
grant  cnuld  be  safely  made,  and  without  which  the  party  would  not  be  in  the  situation  to  complete  his 
title  under  the  Spanish  law,  which  the  act  of  Congress  makes  the  test  of  conlirmation  by  the  court.  In 
such  a  discussion  it  was  to  have  been  expected  that  all  the  laws,  ordinances,  and  regulations  relative  to 
the  grants  of  lands  by  Spanish  authorities  would  have  been  brought  to  light;  and  when  these  were 
doubtful,  that  the  practical  exposition  of  these  laws,  ordinaTices,  and  regulations  would  have  been  estab- 
lished by  the  full  proof  of  several  enlightened  and  respectable  witnesses — competent,  from  their  situation, 
to  speak  intelligently  and  satisfactorily  on  the  subject  of  such  continued  and  uniform  practice,  and  its 
recognition  by  the  hig-her  Spanish  authorities.  In  short,  it  was  to  have  been  expected  that  the  collision 
would  have  struck  out  all  the  lights  which  properly  belong'ed  to  the  subject,  and  that  this  dark,  per- 
plexed, and  unknown  branch  of  tlie  local  law  of  provincial  Spain  would  be  i'ully  and  clearly  developed,  so 
as  to  have  enabled  a  legal  mind  to  come  to  a  just  conclusion  on  every  title.  It  was  not,  indeed,  to  be 
expected  that  the  record  would  contain  all  these  discussions;  but  it  was  to  have  been  expected  that  they 
would  have  taken  place  at  the  bar  on  the  trial  of  the  cause,  and,  consequently,  that  the  district  attorney 
would  be  enabled  to  furnish  to  the  Attorney  General  that  full  and  at  the  same  time  minutely-detailed 
information,  together  with  such  specific  references  to  the  articles  of  the  several  regulations  on  which  the 
questions  arose  as  would  place  him  in  a  situation  to  judge  whether  the  interest  of  the  United  States 
required  an  appeal.    Congress  well  knew  that  a  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  Spain,  and  still  less  a  knowledge 
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of  the  Spanish  lociil  laws  in  jj-ranting-  lands  in  hiT  |iiii\incrs,  did  ]u>{  liclmi--  t.i  tlic  srii'nri'  ol  law  in  the 
United  States.  tJongress  w-ell  knew  tliat  these  local  laws  were  luekeil  n|i  in  rcival  i.i-.lris,  deciees,  laani- 
testoe.s,  iiruelamations,  commissions,  and  in  the  regnlations  issued  IVum  time  to  linje  iiy  tiie  >|iunisli 
o-overn'ors  and  intendauts,  many  of  which  had  never  I. ecu  |mMislied,  l.iit  hiy  seallered  over  the  dilTerent 
provinces  in  tlie  bureaus  of  private  individuals;  and.  conse(|uently,  that  there  was  no  general  pulilishe<l 
collection  of  these  laws  and  regulations  to  which  the  .\ttornev  fieneral  could  lia\'e  access.  They  km.'w 
that  these  sources  of  the  powers  of  the  several  ollicers  of  Spain,  and  the  antheiitii-  practical  exposition  of 
them,  were  only  to  be  brought  to  light  by  the  contro\-ersies  which  were  authorized  by  the  act  of  1S-J4, 
and,  consequen'tly,  that  the  .attorney  (leneral  must,  of  necessity,  depend  on  the  full  and  at  the  sami'  time 
miii'utelv-detaih'd  repiuis  and  s|)ecilic  e.Kpositions  which  should  be  furnished  to  him  liy  the  district 
atteinev  for  the  means  of  forming  an  opinion  whether  it  wuidd  be  advisable  to  appeal  or  not.  S^ich  a 
statement  as  this,  you  are  aware.  I  have  not  been  furnished  with  to  this  day  from  .Arkansas.  The 
short  records,  in  tlie  eases  referred  to  in  your  letter  of  the  30th  July,  gave  me  no  such  inlormati(Ui.  but 
left  me  as  entirely  in  the  dark  as  I  was  before.  Had  these  cases  been  determineil  on  tin  laws  ot  the 
United  States,  or  "the  common  law  of  England,  the  record  w<udd  have  been  sufficient,  lint  ap|iealiiig-.  as 
thcv  do,  to  the  obscure  and  complicated  provincial  laws  and  regulations,  which  are  /rrra  iitfinjnttu  to  the 
most  eidightened  lawyer,  and  even  to  the  most  eidighteiied  judge  on  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court,  it 
was  certainly  to  have  been  expected  that  something  more  than  a  short  and  meagre  record  would  have 
been  furnished  umler  the  requisitions  of  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  of  1.S24.  I  can  well  conceive  that  yon, 
sir,  as  well  as  the  judges  of  Arkansas,  nnist  have  been  placed  at  great  disadvantage  in  the  earlier  decis- 
ions on  this  subject  Ly  the  causes  which  1  liaxc  mentioned.  But  I  beg  permission  to  reler  you  to  the 
(ipiiuon  of  dudge  I'eck,  in  the  case  of  James  V-.  Soulard  r.-.-.  The  Utiited  States,  pronounced  so  soon  after 
the  passage  of  the  act  of  Congress  as  to  have  been  iiul)lished  in  th(.'  Mississi|i|)i  Iteiniblican  of  the  30th 
March,  lS-2li,  and  to  the  printed  argument  of  Mr.  John  I!.  (_'.  Lucas,  on  the  ]iart  of  the  Uinfed  States  in  that 
cause,  printed  and  published  at  St.  Lt)uis  in  ls2(l,  for  the  puriiose  of  showing  the  array  of  lights  and  the 
range  of  investigation  of  which  this  subject,  S'j  unknown  here,  was  susceidible  there,  from  the  mere 
local  advantage  of  having  been  tried  in  the  country  in  which  the  Spainsh  laws  had  been  s.i  recentl_\ 
operating.  Arkansas  possessing,  I  presume,  from  the  same  causes,  something  of  the  same  adwintages,  it 
was  to  have  been  expected  tliat  a  discussion  of  tlii>  same  character  would  have  bi'cn  had  on  the  claims  in 
this  latter  Territory,  and  that  the  district  attorney  would  have  been,  consecpn-ntly,  in  a  condition  to  have 
I'urnished  the  stateinent  contemplated  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  1824.  Such  a  statement  not  having  been 
fiu'iiished,  and  the  Spanish  regulations  and  the  practice  under  them  not  having  been  within  my  reach,  I 
have  never  been  in  a  condition  to  advi.se  you,  in  these  eases,  whether  apiieals  sh  udd  be  taken  (u-  not. 
Your  lirst  communication  to  me,  under  the  act  of  Congress,  was  by  yuur  letter  of  August  8,  1820,  in 
which  you  merely  forwarded  to  me  four  transcripts  of  the  records  in  four  cases,  decideil  in  the  preceding 
April.  This  conimunicatioii  reached  me  in  September  ;  and,  by  my  letter  to  you  of  the  22d  of  that  njontli, 
I  liad  the  honor  to  request  that  you  wouhl  forward  me  the  statements  called  lor  by  the  ninth  section  of  tlie 

act  of  Congress.     About   the   last  of  January,  or  begininng  of  February,  1827.  1  was  I ored  with  your 

letter  of  December  27,  1820,  in  which  you  give  a  general  view  of  the  grounds  of  the  claiujs.  but  this  still 
was  not,  in  my  estimation,  the  statement  with  which  it  was  the  intention  of  Congicss  that  tin'  .Vttorm-y 
General  should  be  furnished;  not  only  liecause  it  was  general,  but  because  it  took  no  notice  of  the  im- 
portant legal  questions  arising  tinder  the  only  Spanish  regulations  then  within  my  knowledge,  to  wit  : 
1st.  The  power  of  the  commandants  of  posts  to  issue  grants,  concessions,  or  onlers  of  survey.  2d.  It 
they  had  the  power  to  institute  an  incipient  title  in  the  form  of  orders  (jf  survey,  whether  an  actual  survey 
and"  the  proress  required  by  the  regulations  In  the  Spainsh  governor  i.ir  intendant  had  lu'cn  made.  od. 
Whether  the  conditions  of  settlement,  clearing,  and  cultivation,  annexed  In/  Ihr  jiiilili.<liril  ri-ijiilaliiin.<  flirm- 
selcrs  to  all  gvontf,  and  required  to  be  made  within  a  limited  time,  say  three  years,  had  been  made  4th. 
If  they  had  not,  since  the  omission  to  make  them  had  been  declared  liy  these  regulations  sidlicient  to 
vacate  even  a  perfect  and  consummated  grant,  how  could  a  mere  incipient  order  of  survey,  never  executed, 
subsist  in  spite  of  these  omissions  ?  Otli.  Were  the  parties  in  the  predicatiient  wliicli  authorized  theni  to 
call  for  grants,  according-  to  the  published  regulations  of  the  Spanish  governors  and  intiaidants  ':  Seeing^ 
no  notice  taken  of  these  points,  and  others  wliich  belonged  to  the  subject,  so  far  as  any  of  the  regulations 
of  the  Spanish  governors  or  intendants  had  met  my  view,  I  was  led  to  supiiose,  either  that  there  were 
other  regulations  or  official  explanations  of  past  regulations  which  I  had  never  seen,  or  some  established 
or  well-knov.-n  jiractice,  subsequently  recognized  by  the  high  authority  of  the  governor  and  intendants, 
by  the  issue  of  grants  founded  on  that  practice,  which  removed  the  objections  apparvnlly  arising  on 
the  only  public  regulations  wdiich  I  had  seen,  and  justitied  the  court  in  coulirming  these  incipient 
titles.  On  these  heads  I  waited  your  further  explanations,  but  tinding  that  y.ju  continued  to  send 
me  records  without  any  such  statement  as  seemed  indispensable  to  the  eidightened  pertbrm.ince  of  my 
duty  under  the  act,  I  took  the  liberty  to  write  you  again,  on  December  8,  1827,  givhig  yiui  my  ideas, 
in  a  few  words,  on  the  character  of  the  statement  which  the  act  of  Congress  authorize'd  me  to  expect. 
In  your  letter  of  February  8,  1828,  you  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  my  letter,  and  say  :  '■  I  am  sorry 
that  my  construction  of  "the  act  of  Congress  of  May  26,  1824.  was  incorrect,  and  will  endeav(U-  to 
be  governed  in  future  by  your  instructions  on  that  subject.  The  course  heretofore  pursued  was  iiL 
consequence  of  the  suggestions  of  the  judges  of  the  superior  co\nt  oi'  the  Territory,  believing  it  would 
give  a  more  general  view  of  the  cases,  with  the  evidence  and  rea.-ions  of  the  decree."  Dut  a  ijencrol 
view  is  exactly  that  which  I  do  not  want  ;  I  wanted  a  particular  and  detailed  gtatement,  both  of  the  facts 
and  the  points  in  controver.sy,  v\-itha  reference  to  the  jMrticidar  articles  of  the  particular  land  rei/ u lat nms  oi' 
the  Spanish  authorities  by  which  these  points  were  to  be  determined,  or,  if  the  decision  rested  on  i'.-w/c,  a 
statement  of  the  evidenceon  which  such  usage  had  been  set  up.  in  the  face  of  the  promulgated  regulations 
of  the  Spanish  governors  or  intendants.  AVithout  such  a  statement,  it  was  impossible  for  me,  as  I  have 
already  renuirked,  to  understand  a  question  turning  on  tlie  uiqDublished  local  laws  and  usage- of  the 
Spanish  authorities.  But  since  your  letter  of  February  s,  ls2-;.  I  have  nevi-r  received  a  single  statement 
of  any  Und  fiom  you,  general  or  particular.  I  incline  to  tliiidc  some  of  yoiu"  letters  must  lia\c  miscarried. 
In  your  letter  of  last  July  you  refer  to  a  letter  of  May  7  preceding,  which  I  have  no  reeolle,-tiou  of  having 
ever  received,  and  which  is  not  no.v  to  be  found.  It  is,  therefore,  possible  that  you  may  have  forwarile.l 
statements  which  I  have  never  seen.  Meantime  1  am  by  no  means  satisfied  with  the  course  ot  decision 
in    Arkansas,  on   the   lights    which   I  do  possess,  possibly  because  these  lights  are  n(jt  iieih'ct.     They  are 

certainly  at  variance  with  the  principles  on  which  Judge  Feck  deciiled  the  case  of  Soulard  ;   and  1  di t 

understand   that    there   is   any  difference  in  the  Spanish  laws  as  ap|:ilicable  to  Missouri  and  .Vrk.ins  .s.      It 
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Judge  Peek  is  n's-lit,  tlie  ilecisinns  in  .Vrkansas  arc  wrong  ;  and  in  all  future  cases  I  must  beg  you  to 
consider  the  decision  of  Judge  Peek  as  right,  until  it  sliall  be  reversed  liy  the  Supreme  Court,  and,  in 
resisting  those  claims,  to  take  all  the  grounds  applicable  to  them  on  which  lie  has  rested  ;  and  to  appeal 
in  every  case  susceptible  of  appeal,  in  which  the  judges  of  Arkansas  shall  decide  against  the  principles 
assumed  by  Judge  Peck.  It  would  be  well,  too,  to  frame  j'our  answer  in  such  a  way  as  to  raise  all  the 
questions  applicable  to  each  case  which  he  has  discussed  and  decided.     I  would  call  your  attention 

particularly  to  the  great  questions by  the  regulations  now  published  in  the  new  edition  of  the 

Land  Laws,  as  those  of  O'Reilly,  Gayoso,  and  Morales,  to  wit  :  first,  whether  the  grantee  was  within  the 
description,  as  to  the  number  of  family  and  amount  of  property,  of  persons  entitled  to  grants  of  lands  ; 
second,  whether  any  but  the  governor  or  intendant  could  issue  either  a  grant,  concession,  or  order  of  survey, 
more. particularly,  whether  tlic  commandants  of  posts  could  do  this  ;  third,  if  they  could,  whether  these 
incijuiMit  stages  of  title  wen-  not  imperfect  till  conlirnied  by  the  governor  or  intendant,  on  the  report  of 
the  surveyor  and  others  called  for  by  these  regulations,  and  whether  the  grant  at  least,  meaning  hereby  the 
patent  of  the  governor  or  intendant,  being  his  confirmation  of  such  inci])ient  title,  was  not  necessary  to 
carr_v  the  title  into  effect;  fourth,  whether  (as  it  would  seem  by  these  regulations  that  even  a  title  consum- 
mated by  the  grant  of  the  governor  might  be  declared  void  for  the  non-settlement,  clearing,  and  cultiva- 
tion of  a  portion  of  the  lands  witiiin  three  years)  an  incipient  title  could  be  held  in  suspense,  at  the  pleasure 
of  the  persons  to  whom  granted,  f(jr  any  length  of  time  he  chose,  or  whether,  under  the  Spanish  law,  he 
would  not  be  ci.msidered  as  having  aliandoned  the  land  after  a  failure  of  three  years  to  perfect  his  title 
and  com|.ily  with  the  conditions  aforesaid  ;  and  here  I  must  beg  j'ou  to  distinguish  between  the  conditions 
which  the  cmnmandant  of  a  post  may  have  chosen  to  annex  to  a  grant,  and  those  conditions  which  the 
publii<}Led  regalations  annex  to  all  rjranlR  ;  and,  unless  there  be  something  in  these  cases  more  than  I  am 
aware  of,  I  would  insist  that  the  commandants  of  posts  had  no  authority  to  annex  any  other  conditions 
than  those  which  had  been  annexed  by  the  pul)lic  promulgated  regulations  of  the  governors  and  intendants; 
fifth,  whether  a  usage  of  the  commandants  of  posts  to  issue  grants,  concessions,  or  orders,  can  be  set  up 
as  proof  of  their  lawful  authority  to  do  so,  in  the  face  of  the  published  regulations  ;  and  this  more 
especially,  on  the  very  slight  and  loose  proof  of  such  usage  which  seems  to  have  been  offered  in  these 
cases,  or  whether  such  usage  be  not  in  legal  contemplation  a  nullity  without  the  exhibition  of  a  written 
authority  ;  sixth,  (and  to  this  I  invite  your  particular  attention,)  whether,  inasmuch  as  the  act  of  Congress 
authorizes  the  conlirmatiim  of  such  titles  only  as  could  have  been  perfected  under  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, the  |)etiti(jner  must  not  prove  before  the  court  all  the  facts,  and  a  compliance  in  due  time  with  all 
the  formalities  and  conditions,  the  proof  of  which  would  have  been  necessarj',  under  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, to  authori/.e  him  to  call  upon  the  governor  or  intendant  to  confirm  his  title. 

These  instructions  ti(jw  from  a  perusal  of  the  ]iulilislied  regulations  of  O'Keilly,  Gayoso,  and  Morales, 
as  they  stand  betiire  me  in  the  last  edition  of  the  Lund  Laws,  and  from  a  careful  perusal  of  the  decision 
of  Judge  Peck,  to  which  I  beg  leav(^  to  invite  your  attention.  If  there  be  any  other  authentic  regulations 
than  thes(>,  I  should  be  glad  to  be  informed  of  them  and  to  be  furnished  with  copies.  I  have  adverted 
in  a  fjrmer  letter  to  the  legal  rule  of  evidence,  tiuit  foreign  laws  must  lie  proved  as  matters  of  fact;  but 
to  the  proof  of  a  foreign  law  some  other  qualification  is  expected  of  a  witness  than  such  as  would  enalde 
him  to  speak  of  an  ordinary  fact.  When  a  foreign  law  is  to  be  proved,  it  is  expected  that  the  witness 
called  to  prove  it  shall  have  been  engaged  in  pursuits  which  qualify  him  to  speak  on  the  subject;  that 
is  to  say,  that  he  shall  have  been  a  lawyer  or  a  judge,  or  in  some  way  S(j  officially  or  professionally  con- 
nected with  the  administration  of  the  law  as  to  command  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  tribunal  before 
wliich  he  is  called  to  say  what  the  law  is;  and  where  usage  is  attempted  to  be  set  up  over  the  promul- 
gated law  of  a  foreign  country,  it  is  not  a  single,  obscure,  unenlightened,  and  perhaps  corrupted  plebeian 
whose  evidence  shall  be  permitted  to  establish  such  usage;  but  the  fact  should  be  established  by  the 
concurrent  testimony  of  several  enlightened  and  respectahle  men,  and  it  should  be  shown  to  have  been 
constantly  recognized  by  the  high  authorities  whose  printed  regulations  it  seeks  to  impugn.  How  far 
the  verj'  meagre  and  loose  proceedings  you  have  sent  me  are  from  conforming  with  these  views  of  the 
subject  I  need  not  tell  you.  I  am  under  the  impression  that  great  injustice  has  been  done  to  the  LTnited 
States  in  these  decisions,  and  that  claims  liave  been  confirmed  which  the  petitioners  would  never  have 
dared  to  present  to  the  Spanish  authorities  had  these  authorities  continued.  That  the  judges  have 
discharged  their  duty  with  the  most  perfect  purity  of  principle,  motive,  and  intention,  I  entertain  no 
doubt;  but  that  they  have  erred  in  judgment,  to  the  |irejudice  of  the  United  States,  in  their  anxiety  to 
do  justice  to  the  individual  cluiuiants,  I  feel  mj'self  C(.instrained  to  apprehend  from  a  view  of  the  Spanish 
regulations  which  lie  before  me.  In  the  cases  in  which  they  have  refused  appeals  the  mischief  is  now 
done,  and,  I  fear,  irrevocabi}';  though  it  is  my  ]iurpose  to  raise  the  question  before  the  next  Supreme 
Court,  whether  the  limitation  in  the  right  of  ap]ieal,  after  the  year,  applies  to  the  United  States.  Mean- 
time, unfurnished  as  I  yet  am  with  the  statements  required  by  the  ninth  section  of  the  law,  I  have  to 
request  that  appeals  may  be  asked  immediately  in  all  the  cases  which  have  been  decided,  (except  those 
in  which  they  have  been  already  refused,)  by  presenting  petitions  of  appeal  to  the  judges  who  compose 
the  court,  out  of  court  time,  and  not  waiting  for  the  recurrence  of  the  next  term,  lest  more  of  the  appeals 
should  be  barred  by  the  limitation  of  time.  If  the  judges  refuse  the  appeal  in  the  vacation,  on  the 
ground  that  it  can  be  granted  only  in  term  time,  let  them  note  on  the  back  of  the  petitions  the  time  of  the 
application  and  the  rejection,  and  let  notice  be  immediately  made  to  the  clerk,  in  writing,  that  the  United 
States  appeal  in  these  cases;  though  in  vacation  he  can  enter  the  application  for  the  appeals  and  the 
time  at  which  it  was  made.  My  own  opinion  is,  that,  under  the  act  of  Congress,  the  appeal  is  a  matter 
of  right  at  any  time  within  the  twelve  months,  whether  the  court  be  sitting  or  not,  and  that  neither 
clerk  nor  court  can  refuse  it.  If  refused,  therefore,  in  the  manner  I  have  supposed,  let  the  certificates 
of  refusal,  both  by  the  court  and  clerk,  be  forwarded  to  me,  and  I  will  move  the  Supreme  Court  for  a 
mandamus,  or  to  consider  the  appeals  as  regularly  taken  b}' the  application  to  the  clerk  or  the  judges, 
utdess,  indeed,  the  judges  will  consider  the  application,  though  out  of  term,  sufficient  to  bar  the  limitation 
and  make  the  order  of  appeal  at  the  first  day  of  the  following  term.  These  directions,  of  course,  will  be 
iinnecessary  if  this  letter  should  reach  ,you  while  the  court  is  in  session,  because  you  can  then  move  for 
the  appeals  in  open  court.  I  must  further  request  you  to  enter  appeals  at  once  in  all  future  decisions 
against  tlie  United  States  capable  of  appeals  umler  the  law,  so  as  to  save  the  right  of  appeal  and  give 
me  an  opportunity  of  consiaering  whether  the  appeal  shall  be  prosecuted.  If  it  cannot,  I  can  retract  the 
appeal  and  enabh^  the  successful  claimant  to  proceed  on  his  decree  with  the  least  possifile  delay. 

I  have  received  records  in  all  the  cases  on  the  list  of  rejected  appeals  except  two,  to  wit:  the  second 
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case  of  Francis   V;uip,-iiu'  rs.  'I'lu^    I'liilcil   Slates,  ami    I'laiiris    I)o.L;-fiu   J's.  'I'lic    riiilcil    Stales.      \'n\i    will 
know  wliethei-  these  are  all  that  ymi  have  sent  me. 

Are  there  any  eases  in  which  appeals  have  heeii  allii\\-e(l  ?  .\Iy  letter  (if  Decemliei-,  1827,  wa.s 
intended  to  direct  amotion  for  ajipcals  in  all  past  cases.  1  should  lie  };-lad  tu  lie  informed,  as  soon  as 
possible,  what  a])iieaLs  shall  be  allnwed  on  the  motion  now  directed,  and  what  refns<Ml. 

It  is  rumored  here  that  the  claimants,  in  order  to  avoid  an  aju^'al,  iire  rednciiiL;'  their  claims  below 
five  hundred  acres,  and  that  claims  of  this  character,  to  a  g'reat  amount,  have;  been  madi'  and  sustained 
by  the  court.     I  should  bo  glad  to  know  the  truth  of  these  rumors. 

I  am  sorry  to  have  given  you  the  trouble  of  this  long  letter,  l)ut  it   si'emed  Id  me  Id  be  called  f.ir  by 
my  ollicial  duties,  and  I  ^vas  an.xious  to  put  you  in  full  possessi(jn  of  my  views  on  the  entire  subject. 
1  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Samuel  V.  IIoase,  Escj., 

I'ialric/  Altiinirij  Uniti'd  Sfalr.-^,  LiUli:  I!oii\  ^l;-/r;/(.s'f!,s. 


WM.  WIKT. 


21sT   Coxi;ress.J  No.    7!>4.  [IsrSEssmN. 

APPLICATION    OF   ALABAMA    FOR    LAND    FOR    FEMALE    ACADEMIES    IN    THAT    STATE. 
commi;"xic-vtp;d  to  the  iiorsE  of  i;ei'Resent.\tives  February  1,  1830. 

A  JOINT  MEMORI.\L,  rciiucsting  a  grant  of  land.s  hy  the  CongR-ss  of  the  Uuiti-d  States  for  the  use  of  a  fem.ale  academy  in 

each  count3'  of  this  State. 

The  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  tlie  State  of  -Mabama,  in  g'eneral  as.sembly  convene<l, 
respectfully  represent  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States:  That  your  memorialists  have  witnessed  with 
great  pleasure  the  munificence  and  liberality  of  your  honorable  bodj'  in  the  promotion  of  education,  by 
the  grant  of  sixteenth  sections  for  the  use  of  common  schools  in  every  township,  and  of  other  lands  for  the 
advancement  of  an  asylum  for  the  use  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  for  the  establishment  and  maintenance 
of  a  university;  and  whilst  they  have  been  greatly  benefited  and  much  pleased  with  such  liberality  in 
the  promotion  of  objects  so  intimately  and  essentially  interwoven  with  the  moral  and  political  prospects 
of  the  countrj-,  they  respectfully  sug.gest  that  another  subject  of  equal  or  superior  claims  upon  your 
liberality  and  munificence  has  not  received  the  attention  due  to  the  importance  which  properly  attaches 
to  it,  either  from  our  own  citizens  or  their  representatives  in  the  national  legislature,  to  wit:  the  proper 
and  necessary  education  of  the  females  of  this  free  and  happy  republic.  Your  memorialists  beg  the 
indulgence  of  your  honorable  body  in  remarking  that  the  ornaments  of  this  and  every  otiier  country,  so 
far  as  relates  to  talents,  learning,  and  virtue,  rest  their  claims  mainly  on  the  early  impressions  made  by 
mothers;  that  it  seldom  happens  that  impressions  derived  from  this  source  are  calculated  to  sap  the 
foundation  of  morality,  or  to  injure  in  the  smallest  degree  the  best  interest  of  society;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  the  education,  information,  and  examples  drawn  from  them,  exalt  and  ennoble  our  characters, 
and  constitute  the  foundation  and  prop  of  our  most  estimable  virtues  and  conseiiuent  prosperity  in  life. 
Your  memorialists  derive  much  pleasure  fnmi  the  reflection  that  the  people  of  this  State  have  aroused 
from  their  lethargy  upon  this  all-important  subject,  and  are  now  making  exertions  to  compensate  in  some 
measure  for  their  former  apathy  by  laudable  attempts  on  their  part  to  promote  female  education;  but 
your  memorialists  would  here  remark  that  the  common  schools  arc  not  places  at  which  females  can  receive 
more  than  the  first  rudiments  of  education,  and  the  importance  of  institutions  exclusively  for  the  use  of 
female  education  must  be  admitted  by  all.  Your  memorialists,  therefore,  respectfully  request  that  your 
honorable  bodj'  will  grant  to  the  State  of  Alabama  as  much  as  two  sections  of  land  for  each  county  in 
this  State,  to  be  selected  and  sold  by  the  respective  counties,  and  to  be  exclusively  applied  to  the  erection 
and  support  of  an  academy  in  each  county  in  this  State  for  the  education  of  females.  Your  memorialists 
sincerely  believe  that  by  the  selection  of  the  best  unappropriated  lands,  and  prudent  management  of  the 
same,  no  portion  of  the  public  land  has  been  heretofore,  or  will  be  hereafter,  applied  in  a  manner  to 
accomplisli  more  good. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  That  our  senators  be  instructed,  and  our  representatives  requested,  to  Tise 
their  best  exertions  to  obtain  the  object  of  this  memorial.  And  he  tt  further  resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  governor  to  transmit,  as  early  as  may  lie,  a  copy  of  lliis  memorial  to  each  of  (.lur  senators  and 
representatives  in  Congress,  and  one  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

.JOHN  OAYLE.  Sjieaker  of  the  House  of  Bepresentalives. 

LEVIN  POWELL,  President  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  January  13,  1830.  GABRIEL  MOORE. 


Secretary  of  St.\te's  Office,  Tuscaloosa,  January  14,  1830. 
i  a  true  copy  of  the  original  roll  on  file  in 

JAMES  I.  THORNTON,  Secretary  of  State 


It  is  hereby  certified  that  the   foregoing  memorial  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  roll  on  file  in  this 
office. 
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21sT  Congress.]  No.    795.  [1st  Session. 

APPLICATION   OF  ARKANSAS  FOR    GRANTS    OF  LANDS   TO    ENCOURAGE    SETTLERS   FOR 

THE  DEFENCE  OF  THE  FRONTIERS. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    RErRESE.VTATIVES    FEBRUARV    1,    1830. 

To  the  Senate  and  Uouir  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  g-eneral  assembly  (jf  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  respectfully  represents,  that  the  exposed  situation 
of  our  western  frontier  calls  loudly  for  protection.  Adjacent  to  an  Indian  population  and  an  Indian 
country,  the  property  of  our  citizens  and  their  lives  are  frequently  lost  and  endangered.  The  bold  and 
fearless  savage  knows  no  law  but  tliat  of  force:  vindictive  in  his  feelings,  the  slightest  insult  is  appeased 
only  by  human  blood.  lie  commits  his  depredations  and  his  murders  and  escapes  with  impunity  into  his 
wild  and  native  forest.  Nothing  can  relievo  us  from  these  I'old  and  fearless  incursions  but  a  dense 
population  or  the  removal  of  the  Indians  from  their  present  habitations.  Every  hope  of  their  removal 
is  extinguished  by  the  determined  policy  of  the  general  government  to  settle  on  our  western  frontier  the 
Indians  of  the  east.  Your  garrisons  afibrd,  if  any,  but  little  protection.  Our  limits  have  been  so 
curtailed  as  to  bring  a  number  of  us  immediately  within  the  Indian  vicinity,  and  nothing  but  a  dense 
population  will  secure  to  us  peace  and  safety.  With  these  views  we  submit  to  your  consideration  the 
propriety  of  granting-  to  every  man  who  may  settle  within  twenty-four  miles  of  our  western  frontier  a 
donation  of  one-quarter  section  of  land,  after  a  residence  of  five  years  within  such  boundary.  Hold  out 
this  inducement  to  emigration,  and  doubtless  the  frontier  will  soon  be  settled.  A  barrier  of  bold  and 
hardy  pioneers  will  be  "established — a  barrier  which  will  go  further  to  protect  our  settlements  than  any 
other  plan  which  is  attended  with  little  expense.  With  these  observations  we  submit  to  the  better 
judgment  of  your  honorable  bodj',  with  a  firm  reliance  on  its  sympathy,  the  soundness  of  its  policy,  and 
its  liberalitv. 

JOHN  WILSON,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

CHARLES  CALDWELL,  President  of  the  Legislative  Council. 

Approved  November  10,  1829. 

JOHN  POPE. 


21  ST  Congress.]  No.  796.  [1st  Session. 

LAND    CLAIMS    IN    JI I  S  S  I  S  S  I  P  P  I . 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    FEBRUARY    3,    1830. 

General  Land  Office,  Fehruoxy  2,  1830. 

Sir:  On  the  llth  February,  1829,  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Senate  copies  of  the  reports  of  the 
register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  for  the  district  of  Jackson  Court-House,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  the  24th  May,  1828,  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  (see  No.  68.5,  p.  328,)  and  I  now  submit  a  copy  of  an  additional  report  of  the  same 
officers  on  six  claims  in  virtue  of  settlements,  with  a  copy  of  their  letter,  dated  the  24th  of  December  last, 
explanatory  of  the  reasons  why  those  claims  were  not  embraced  in  their  previous  reports. 
AVith  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 
The  Hon.  Vice-Presihext  (f  the  United  States  and  President  of  the  Senate. 


Land  Office  at  Augusta, 
District  of  Jaclcson  County,  Mississippii,  December  24,  1829. 
Sir:  We  herewith  forward  a  report  on  sis  claims  received  too  late  to  be  incorporated  in  our  reports. 
The  evidence  in  support  of  those  claims  appears  to  have  been  regularlj'  taken  before  the  magistrate,  and 
placed  in  the  post  office  before  the  1st  day  of  January,  1829.     In  proof  of  that  fact,  we  forward  a  copy 
of  the  letter  of  the  magistrate  before  whom  the  testimony  was  taken,  and,  although  those  claims  did  not 
come  to  hand  until  after  the   1st  day  of  January,  1829,  we  have  deemed  it  not  improper  to  submit  them, 
with  the  circuuistanccs  of  the  case,  to  the  consideration  of  Congress. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

WM.  HOWZE,  RegMcr. 
G.  B.  DAMERON,  Receiver. 

Geo.  Graham,  Esip,  Commissioner  rf  the  General  Land  Office,  Wa.-^hington  City. 


Pearl  River,  December  23,  1828. 
To  the  register  and  receiver: 

Gentlemen:  Enclosed  I  must  trouble  you  with  a  few  entries.  It  is  out  of  my  power  to  go  to  the 
post  office  with  them ;  therefore,  please  pay  the  expenses  of  postage,  and  charge  the  same  to  me,  and 
confer  a  favor  on  your  most  huml:)le  servant.  »" 

With  sincere  respect, 

CALVIN  MERRILL. 
G.  15.  Dameron,  Esq. 


1830. 


(lERTIFIOATE    HOLDERS   OF   FORFEITED    LANDS. 


137 


KKrOl.'T  No.  7. 

A  further  lid  of  actual  setller.-i  u'itliiii  that  /lurt  of  the  land  district  of  Jack:-;, m  ('ourl-JIou^c,  in  Ike  Slate  of  Mia- 
sit^cippi,  lying  below  the  thirli/-jh:if  degree  of  north  latitude,  (fonnerhj  LnuiMana, )  vho  have  ?)o  claims 
derived  from  either  the  French,  Britiah,  or  Spanigh  (jovernments. 


CO 

1 

1 

Vrest'iit  claimant. 

Original  claiiiiaiit. 

Date  of  urii:rinnl 
settlement. 

Date  of  prt-seut 
si'ttlcmi-iit. 

Wlu-n;  sUuatcil. 

1 

Jdim  J.  Waterliouso.  . 

Willis  II.  Arnold 

Williaiii  Collins 

James  Howard 

lU'Zi'kiah  Howard.  .  .  . 
William  Wheat 

John  J.  Watcrhousc.  . 
John  Hradlev 

1811 

1812 

Pearl  river, 
I'earl  river. 
Near  I'earl  river. 
On  I'earl  Piiversw 
IIaliolo<'liitto. 
Haljoloehitto. 

0 

3 
4 

William  Collins 

John  Roas 

William  Self 

William  Wheat 

1812 

1818 

ISIS 

amp. 

Ji 

('. 

.Mareh  1,  IS  10 

RKM.\nK.s. — The  above  claims  were  received  tao  late  to  he  incorporated  in  our  reports  of  claims 
registered  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  on  the  24tii  of  May,  1828,  entitled  "An  act 
supplementary  to  the  several  acts  providing  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  "the  State  of  Mississippi." 
Claimants  were  allowed  by  the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  act  until  the  lirst  day  of  January,  1829,  to  lile 
the  evidence,  &c.,  of  their  claims.  It  ajipears  tliat  the  testimony  in  su]iport  of  those  was  regularly  taken 
before  the  first  daj-  of  January,  1829;  and  although  the  claims  were  not  filed  with  the  commissioners 
until  after  that  day,  we  are  of  opinion  tlR\y  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  tlie  same  extent  of  claims  of  the 
same  description  in  our  reports  Nos.  5  and  t5. — (See  Xo.  685,  ]i.  538.) 

W.M.  HOWZE,  Herjider. 

G.  15.  DAMEROX,  Receiver. 


21sT  Congress.] 


No.  797. 


[1st  Session. 


APPLICATIOX  OF  IXDIAXA  FOR    RELIEF   TO  HOLDERS  OF  CERTIFICATES  OF  FORFEITED 

LANDS  FOR  XOX-PAYMEXT,  &c. 

COMMrXICATED    TO    THE    SEN'.WE    FEBRr.\RV    4,    1830. 

A  MEMORIAL  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  for  the   benefit  of  certificate  holder.^  of  forfeited  lands  within  the  State 

of  Indiana. 

The  general  assemblj-  of  the  State  of  Indiana  view  with  grateful  recollections  the  repeated  relief 
bestowed  upon  various  classes  of  her  citizens  from  time  to  time  by  the  general  government,  in  giving 
indulgence  to  the  purchasers  of  public  lands;  but  we  have  still  a  class  of  sufferers  whose  case  is  not 
provided  for  bj'  any  of  the  laws  in  force,  to  wit,  those  persons  who  hold  certificates  for  forfeited  lands, 
a  part  of  which  lands  maj'  have  been  sold  in  X^ovember  last.  To  such  justice  and  the  liberal  policj- 
hitherto  pursued  demands  that  the  alternative  should  be  tendered  of  paying  for  the  land  which  their 
certificates  may  cover  (if  the  same  has  not  been  sold)  at  the  usual  discount  of  thirty-seven  and  a  half  per 
cent.,  or  of  receiving  negotiable  scrip  for  the  amount  paid  into  the  land  office;  and  where  the  same  has 
been  sold  the  like  scrip  be  authorized  to  issue. 

It  is  only  necessary  here  to  reiterate  former  opinions  that  it  is  wholly  inconsistent  with  our  national 
character  to  retain  in  the  common  treasury  of  the  Union,  for  any  cause  whatever  or  anj-  pretence,  the 
money  of  the  citizen  who  has  failed  from  nusfortune  or  indigency  to  accomplish  the  laudable  purpose  of 
becoming  a  freeholder  in  the  country  without  any  compensation  therefor. 

Resolved,  therefore,  by  the  general  assembly  of  tJie  State  of  India)ia,  That  our  senators  in  Congress  be 
instructed,  and  our  representatives  requested,  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law,  if  possible,  which  will 
allow  all  holders  of  laud  certificates,  on  or  before  the  4th  of  July,  1831,  the  privilege,  where  the  lands 
have  not  been  sold,  of  possessing  themselves  with  the  land  which  said  certificates  call  for  at  a  discount; 
or  of  transferable  scrip,  receivable  in  any  of  tlie  land  offices  in  this  State,  for  the  actual  amount  received 
by  the  United  States;  and  in  cases  where  any  of  the  lands  aforesaid  shall  have  been  sold  by  the  L'nited 
States,  that  the  certificate  holders  be  entitled  to  negotiable  scrip  as  aforesaid  for  the  amount  which  may 
have  been  paid  thereon. 

Be  it  further  resolved.  That  tlic  governor  transmit  a  copy  of  this  memorial  and  resolution  to  each  of 
our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress. 

ROSS  SMILEY,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
MILTOX  STAFF,  Freaident  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  January  14,  1830. 

J.  BROWX  RAY. 

vol..    VI 18    E 
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21ST     CON-GRESS.]  No       798.  [IST    Sf.SSION. 

OX  THE  APPLICATIOX  OF  OHIO  TO  BE  ALLOWED  TO  APPLY  THE  LANDS  GRANTED  FOR 

CANALS  TO  RAILROADS  IX  THAT  STATE. 

ClIM.MUNICATEn    Ti.)    THK    SEX.VTE    KF.nHU.^RY    8,     1830. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lamls,  to  whom  was  referred  tlie  expediency  of  modifviiif>-  the 
act  to  aid  tlio  State  of  Ohio  in  completing  the  Miama  Canal  from  Dayton  to  Lake  Erie,  and  for  other 
]nn-poses,  reported: 

That  it  appears  from  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Ohio  canal  commissioners  that  180  miles  of  the 
Eastern  Canal,  in  tliat  State,  will  be  opened  for  navigation  early  in  the  ensuing-  spring-;  and  that  the  resi- 
due, being-  130  miles,  is  under  Cdulract,  to  be  finished  in  the  year  1831.  It  also  ajipears  that  $759,066 
have  been  expended  on  the  Western  or  Miami  Canal. 

Tlie  enterprise  and  zeal  manifested  bj'  the  State  in  carrying-  on  her  aiduous  undertaking,  and  the 
great  progress  already  made  towards  its  accomplishment,  justifies  a  belief  that  the  Stati;  will  progress 
with  the  work,  and  will  completr  it  as  soon  as  her  aljilily  will  permit,  without  (he  ung-racious  penalty 
imposed  by  the  law  in  question. 

It  appears  that  the  land  granted  by  Congress  to  the  Stale  of  Ohio  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the 
Miami  Canal  has  not  been  located,  and  that  the  proceeds  of  it  will  constitute  but  a  comparatively  small 
portion  of  the  entire  sum  required  to  complete  the  work.  From  the  best  estimate  that  can  now  be  made,  the 
completion  of  that  canal  will  require  a  disbursement  of  more  than  a  million  of  dollars  in  addition  to  the  grant 
of  tlie  government  and  the  stim  already  expended  by  the  State.  This  cijnsideration,  in  connexion  with 
the  fact  that  the  State  has  already  incurred  a  debt  in  the  construction  of  her  canals  exceeding  three  mil- 
lions and  a  half  of  dollars,  renders  it  imprudent  for  her  to  encounter  the  risk  of  becoming-  a  debtor  to  the 
United  States  in  consequence  of  contingencies  or  accidents,  which  cannot  be  i'orcseen  or  guarded  against. 
The  committee  are  of  o|union  that  in  this  case,  as  in  every  other  of  a  similar  character,  the  State  ouglit 
to  be  bound  to  a  i'aithful  application  of  the  proceeds  of  the  land  to  the  object  designated,  and  to  refund 
the^money  to  the  United  States  in  case  of  a  misapjilication;  but  they  do  not  consider  it  just  to  recpiire  tier 
to  refund  it  after  it  has  been  appi-opriated  in  good  faitli  to  the  object  intended;  nor  d(.>  they  believe  it  to 
be  good  policy  to  legislate  witii  a  view  of  creating-  debts  against  the  States.  They  consider  it  equally 
exceptionable  to  annex  io  grants,  made  for  purposes  of  puldic  improvement,  such  conditions  as  may  be 
calculated  to  defeat  tiieir  object.  The  condition  and  the  penalty  in  the  law  referred  to  are  of  that  charac- 
ter, and  in  the  opinion  of  the  coumiittee  ought  to  be  so  ihodilied  as  to  be  placed  on  the  same  ground  with 
a  similar  provision  in  the  law  of  the  same  session,  granting  lands  to  the  State  f)f  Alabama. 

It  appears  from  the  statement  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  OtBce  that  the  entire  sum 
received  by  the  United  States  (.m  the  sale  of  public  lands  is  $37,507,615;  and  that  there  has  been  paid  of 
that  sum  by  purchasers  within  the  State  of  Ohio  $16,410,115;  the  princiiial  part  of  which  was  paid  while 
the  minimum  price  of  land  was  $2  per  acre;  from  which  it  appears  that  the  purchasers  iv.  that  State  have 
paid  to  government  about  $6,000,000  more  than  tlie_y  now  ask  f(U-  the  same  quantity  v'>f  land  in  other 
States. 

In  addition  to  these  sales  it  will  be  recollected  that  I'rom  the  lands  within  tin-  limits  of  Ohio  the 
United  States  have  satisfied  the  Virginia  military  land  wan-ants,  the  military  land  warrants  granted  by 
Congress  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  of  the  revolution,  the  lands  promised  by  Congress  to  the 
refugees  from  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  claim  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  for  her  relinquishment 
of  right  to  western  lands  alleged  to  be  within  her  charter.  These  appropriations  of  land,  amounting-  in 
the  whole  to  about  nine  millions  of  acres,  were  in  satisfaction  of  just  and  legal  claims  on  the  government, 
and  are  therefore  equivalent  to  a  sale  of  the  same  quantity  of  land  for  cash.  This  statement  presents  to 
the  Senate  at  a  single  view  the  extent  to  which  the  government  has  availed  herself  of  that  portion  of  her 
domain  which  lies  within  the  State  of  Ohio. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  when  the  emigrants  from  the  old  States  commenced  their  settlements  in 
the  Northwestern  Territory  the  countrj'  was  a  wilderness,  in  the  possession  of  numerous  and  powerful 
tribes  of  Indians,  who  claimed  the  soil,  and  opposed  the  occupancy  of  it  by  citizens  of  the  United  States 
with  all  the  violence  belonging-  to  their  character.  The  consequence  was  that  those  adventurers  who 
were  the  pioneers  of  the  country  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  opened  the  -way  to  the  interior  of  the  public 
domain,  were  subjected  to  the  calamities  and  cruelties  of  a  seven  years'  war,  which  terminated  in  tlie 
defeat  of  the  savages,  gave  the  undisturbed  possession  of  the  country  to  the  government,  and  insured 
comparative  safety  to  subsequent  adventurers. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  quantitj'  of  land  disposed  of  in  Ohio,  the  price  at  which  it  was  sold, 
the  amount  of  money  paid  by  her  citizens  to  the  g-overnment,  and  the  privations  and  distresses  which 
were  endured  in  effecting  the  settlement  of  the  country,  it  would  seem  that  Ohio  is  entitled  to  the  favor- 
able consideration  of  Congress,  and  to  have  the  grant  in  c(uestion  put  on  as  easy  a  footing  as  any  of  those 
which  have  been  made  to  other  States. 

The  improvements  and  experiments  recently  made  in  the  construction  and  use  of  railroads  has  pro- 
duced a  favorable  impression  on  the  public  mind,  and  the  more  intelligent  part  of  the  community  seem  to 
be  adopting  the  opinion  that  they  are  in  many,  if  not  in  all,  respects  preferable  to  canals.  On  that 
account  the  committee  think  it  advisable  to  authorize  the  legislature  either  to  continue  the  Miami  Canal 
or  to  applj'  the  proceeds  of  the  canal  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad,  as  may  be  judged  most  advan- 
tageous. 
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21ST  Congress.]  ]\j-0_    •jfjQ^  [1st  Session- . 

('  L\  I  M    Td    1,  A  N  1)    1  \    I.O  r  1  ,<  I  A  N  A. 

roMMrNUATKU  TO  rill':  iimsK  in-  r.rrRKSENTATU  ks  fi:i;ki  auv  11,  ]^'M. 

Mr.  Fo.sTEK,  iVniii   tlie  (.'oiiiiuitU'c  i.ii    i'rixatc    i.iiihl  Claiins,  to  winiiu  was   rel'crrccl    the   iiotltinii   ul   (^'IkuIl'S 

Ciiiiili  iir  Cnhiii,  rc|nir|i'cl: 

Tliiit  from  the  ovidoiicc  acooni|iaiiyiiiu-  said  |iotitinii  it  apprars  that,  aluMit  tliiijy-nnc  i.r  two  ycar.s 
ajfo,  ono  Loui.s  I)(i7.i  and  his  wife  .Mar.i;-arot  soil  ird  nii  a  certain  tiarl  (,f  land  in  ihr' A  t  lakapas  (■..miliy, 
now  embraced  in  thi'  ."^Late  <il'  Liiuisiana;  that  they  continiicil  ti>  icsi.h'  on  and  cnllixate  said  hind  Ini' 
eig-ht  or  nine  years,  when  said  Louis  Do/.i  died,  ]eavin,^•  (as  llic  eonmiilttr  .■iic  inlnrnicd)  n,i  iliildicii ;  liial, 
said  Margaret  remained  on  said  land  all.  ml  a  year,  wlu^n  she  inlennanicd  with  tiie  iictiliumr:  tlial  the 
petitioner  and  his  said  wife  resided  on  and  cultivated  tlie  tract  nf  land  aforesaid  for  ai.nul  chvin  vcais, 
when  she  died,  havin.u:  had  hy  s.aid  last  niarria,i;-e  tine.'  cliildicn;  and  that  tlie  pditioncr  lias  imiaincd  oii 
and  continued  to  cultivate  said  land  eviu-  since  It  fintlier  apiiears  that  the  land  when  settled  hv  Doy.i  was 
public  property,  and  tliat  the  failure  to  icive  it  eiiti'icd  and  claimed  as  provided  by  the  acts  oi'  (_'on-iess 
arose  from  the  total  ignorance  of  the  parties  uf  the  existence  of  those  acts. 

The  committee  have  no  hesitation  in  recommending  that  the  claim  for  this  land  should  be  conlirmed, 
but  to  irhom  is  a  question  they  have  some  difficulty  in  detei-mining.  'I'liey  cannot  cmseiit  (o  make  the 
petitioner  the  sole  heir  of  both  his  wife  and  her  first  husband.  Ur'der  all  the  circumstances,  and  particu- 
larly as  Dozi  left  no  children,  your  committee  have  concluded  that  the  claims  of  justice  and  charity  would 
be  better  satisfied  by  confirming  the  title  to  this  property  to  the  children  of  the  said  Margaret,  who  doubt- 
less sliared  in  tlie  toils  and  labor  im-ident  to  the  settleiiu'iit  and  cidti\-atiioi  xvhicli  an;  the  foundation  of 
the  claim;  and  for  tliis  purpose  they  re[)ort  a  bill. 


21sT  ('oN-cRKss.l  No.    800.  [l.«T  Session. 

APPLICATION   OF  AL.VDAM.V  FOR  A  FURTHER  GRANT  OF  LAND  FOR  INTFRX.VL  IM- 
PROVEMENT. 

CUMMIMCATED  TO  THE  SENATE  FEBKLARY    12,    1830. 

Mr.  McKiNEEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  tlie  legislature 
of  the  State  of  Alabama  asking  a  grant  of  land  for  tlie  purpose  of  improving  the  navigation  of  the 
Coiisa  river,  and  to  connect  its  waters  with  the  wateis  of  the  Tennessee  river,  reported: 

That  there  has  been  granted  to  the  State  of  Alabama,  by  act  of  Cong-ress,  fmir  hundred  llioiisand 
acres  of  land  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  navi.gatiou  of  the  Tennessee  river,  and  the  .surplus,  if  any, 
to  be  applied  to  the  improvement  of  the  navig-ation  of  other  rivers  in  said  State;  the  Coosa,  being-  next  in 
importance  to  the  Tennessee,  would  liave  been  entitled  to  such  surplus.  Pytliis  act  of  Congress  the  State 
of  Alabama  was  restrained  from  selling  the  lanil  thus  granted  for  less  than  one  di.dlar  and  twenty-live 
cents  per  acre.  An  act  of  the  legislature  of  that  Stale  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  said  land,  among  other 
things  authorized  the  appointment  of  twelve  commissioners  to  select  the  four  liundred  thousand  acres  of 
land  out  of  tlie  relimiuished  lands,  in  the  counties  desi.gnated  in  the  act  of  Con.gress,  and  to  fix  a  value  on 
each  tract.  These  commissioners,  acting  under  the  obligation  of  an  oath,  proceeded  to  the  performance 
of  the  duties  assigned  them;  and,  from  their  re|)ort,  it  a])pears  that  there  are  but  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
one  or  two  thousand  acres  of  the  land  thus  approiiriated,  worth  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  an  acre, 
and  upwards,  leaving  a  deficiency  of  one  luindred  and  thirty-eiglit  or  nine  thousand  acres  of  the  i|uanlity 
intended  to  have  been  granted.  The  quantity  selected  and  valued  by  said  commissioners  amounts  to 
about  §(V20,000,  a  sum  entirely  inadequate  to  the  improvement  of  tlie  navigation  of  the  Tennessee  river, 
in  the  manner  directed  by  the  act  ot  Congress,  and,  of  course,  leaving  no  surplus  for  the  impr<ivemeut  of 
any  other  river,  or  for  connecting  the  wafers  of  tlie  Tennessee  and  Coosa  rivers.  Th(>  canal  for  connecting 
these  waters  is  a  work  of  great  importance  to  Alabama,  East  Tennessee,  and  the  western  [larts  of  Vir- 
ginia, in  a  commercial  point  of  view,  and  would  be  of  immense  importance  to  tlie  nation  in  time  of  war, 
as  it  would  aflbrd  great  facilities  for  the  transportation  of  troops,  provisions,  and  munitions  of  war,  from 
the  interior  to  tlie  sea-coast.  It  is  believed  by  the  memorialists  tliat  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  would  effect  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  t\u'  Coosa  river,  and  construct  the  canal  for 
the  connexion  of  its  waters  with  those  of  the  Tennessee  river.  The  land  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Coosa 
river,  extending  to  the  Georgia  line,  is  very  fertile,  and  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Creek  and  Cherokee 
Indians,  and  amounts  to  nnu'e  than  a  million  of  acres.  When  these  titles  are  extinguished  the  lands  will 
be  greatly  enhanced  in  value  by  the  proposed  improvement.  ]indiaMy  to  an  amount  more  than  doulile  its 
cost.  The  committee  therefore  recommend  a  grant  of  three  hundred  thousand  acres  oi  land,  to  be 
selected  by  the  State  of  Alabama  anywhere  within  its  limits,  excluding  all  lands  lieretofore  sold  or 
granted,  and  all  that  may  be  granted  to  individuals  by  acts  to  be  passed  at  the  jiresent  session  of  Congress, 
for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  tlie  public  lands  and  actual  settlers;  and  inasmuch  as  the  State  o*"  Alabama 
has  been  subjected  to  much  dilKculty,  and  even  to  censure,  in  consequence  of  the  mode  adopted  by  it  for 
the  sale  of  said  four  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land,  it  is  deemed  proper  that  the  land  now  granted  should 
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be  sold  at  public  auction  for  ready  money,  and  for  the  best  price  tliat  can  be  obtained  by  that  mode  of 
sale;  and  that  the  surplus  over  and  above  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  be  applied 
to  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Tennessee  river,  in  aid  of  the  sum  already  granted.  The 
committee  would  by  no  means  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  any  censure  is  intended  to  be  cast  upon  the 
State  of  Alabama  by  the  recommendation  of  an  auction  sale  of  the  land  proposed  to  be  granted.  On  the 
contrary,  they  have'seen  the  report  of  the  committee  of  investigation  of  tiie  conduct  of  the  said  commis- 
sioners, raised  by  both  houses  of  the  legislature  of  Alabama,  which  acquits  the  preceding  legislature  and 
said  commissioners  of  all  blame  in  the  whole  transaction;  which  report  they  beg  leave  to  submit  herewitli. 
They  also  report  a  bill. 


Bejiort  of  the  joint  committee  of  both  houses  of  the  general  asgemblt/  of  Alabama,  elected  to  inveatigaie  the  conduct 

of  the  late  land  commissioners. 

Tlje  joint  committee  appointed  by  the  two  houses  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Alabama 
for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  conduct  of  the  late  land  commissioners,  chosen  in  conformity  to  an 
act  passed  at  the  session  of  the  last  leg'islature,  to  select,  class,  and  value,  four  hundred  thousand  acres 
of  land,  granted  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  this  State,  as  a  means  of  opening  and  constructing 
a  canal  navigable  for  steamboats  around  or  through  the  Muscle  shoals,  obstructing  and  otherwise  im- 
peding the  free  navigation  of  the  Tennessee  river,  and  for  other  purposes,  with  authority  to  send  for,  and 
bring  before  them,  per.^ons  and  papers,  report  that  they^  have  performed  the  dut^y  assigned  them. 

Your  committee  first  attempted  to  learn  whether  the  conduct  of  the  commissioners  had  been  improper; 
in  doing  which  it  was  necessary,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  ascertain  the  actual  conduct  and  procedure  of 
the  commissioners.  The  evidence  adduced  shows  that  a  majority  of  the  board  of  commissioners  assembled 
at  Courtland  and  agreed  to  make  a  short  tour  of  observation,  in  order,  by  an  examination  of  the  different 
classes  of  land,  and  a  pricing  of  the  same,  to  establish  a  standard  of  value  so  as  to  produce  as  great  a 
degree  of  uniformity  as  possible  in  their  valuation  after  such  observation.  About  twelve  dollars  per  acre 
was  partially  agreed  upon  as  the  highest  price  of  the  first  or  best  class  of  relinquished  land,  unless  some 
local  cause  might  raise  particular  tracts  above  that  value.  The  commissioners  then  separated  themselves 
into  four  companies,  and  assigned  to  each  specified  bounds  as  their  sphere  of  action. 

As  appears  by  the  memorial  of  Messrs.  King  &  Terrel,  the  company  who  acted  in  Madison  and 
Morgan  had  completed  their  examination  in  Madison  before  they  were  apprised  that  the  companies 
generally  were  not  acting  up  to  the  common  rule  established,  as  before  stated,  by  the  majority  of  the 
board.  Tlie  apparent  want  of  uniformity  is  in  this  way  accounted  for.  The  reason  of  tlie  departure  from 
such  rule  by  the  company  that  examined  the  lands  in  Limestone  county  is  explained  by  the  evidence  of 
John  D.  Carrol,  and  is,  that  after  their  separation  from  the  other  commissioners,  upon  reflection  they  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  each  company  was  bound  to  act  in  accordance  with  the  opinion  entertained  by 
themselves  as  to  their  course  of  duty,  and  their  own  construction  of  the  statute  under  which  they  acted, 
and  particular  observation  and  belief  of  the  true  value  of  the  lands  they  selected,  and  that  the  commis- 
sioners had  no  right  to  establish  rules  for  any  other  company  than  their  own. 

The  commissioners,  when  the  majority  of  them  were  together,  as  already  observed,  determined,  as  a 
general  rule,  that  all  settlers,  or  who  were  such  before  the  passage  of  the  act  of  the  legislature  establishing 
the  board  of  commissioners,  were  entitled  to  preferences  under  the  act,  and  that  floating  claims  might  be 
laid  upon  improved  lands.  The  evidence  shows  that  Mr.  King,  of  Madison,  and  Mr.  G.  K.  Hubbard  were 
not  at  this  general  meeting,  and  that  Mr.  Hubbard  dissented  from  the  opinion  in  relation  to  preferences, 
but  submitted  to  obey  the  decision  of  the  board,  although  he  did  not  believe  that  that  decision  as  to 
preferences  was  correct.  The  evidence  likewise  shows  that  in  Lawrence  county  the  conmiissioners  did 
act  conformably  to  the  instruction  of  the  board  in  reference  to  the  claim  of  occupants,  and  did  allow  floats 
to  cover  improved  lands.  We  have  no  evidence  that  such  was  the  rule  of  action  with  anj-  other  company 
of  commissioners,  as  it  respects  preferences  and  floating  claims,  unless  in  the  case  of  floats  from  the  river, 
which  might  cover  any  lands  to  which  another  person  had  not  a  preference.  As  to  the  fact  of  the  prefer- 
ence right  claimed  by  G.  K.  Hubbard  the  testimony  throughout  proves  it  to  be  just,  and  the  entire 
transaction  correct  and  honorable. 

The  evidence  submitted,  with  but  little  exception,  will  prove,  as  far  as  the  evidence  of  numbers, 
virtue,  and  intelligence  is  capable  of  proving,  that  the  lands  in  the  four  lower  counties  are  generally 
valued  correctly,  or  as  nearly  so  as  the  same  quantity  of  land  could  well  be,  and  will  also  establish  the 
fact  that  no  land  in  the  Tennessee  valley,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  cultivation  in  cotton  or  corn,  is  worth 
more  than  ten  dollars  per  acre,  and  further  proves  that  no  blame  attaches  to  the  commissioners  or  any  of 
them.  It  is  true  that,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  the  act  or  construction  of  the  majority  of  the 
board  of  commissioners  in  relation  to  the  allowance  of  preference  rights  and  the  location  of  floats  was  a 
misconstruction  of  the  statute;  nevertheless  your  committee  are  satisfied  that  the  intention  of  the  board 
in  these  respects  was  the  honest  dictate  of  their  better  judgment,  and  that  a  statute  so  complicated  as  the 
one  under  which  the  commissioners  acted  was  well  calculated  to  produce  a  difficulty  of  construction,  not 
easy  of  solution  to  plain,  unpretending  agriculturists,  unskilled  in  the  abstruseness  of  jurisprudence,  and 
even  not  devoid  of  difliculty  to  jurists  themselves. 

The  fact  that  a  reduction  was  made  of  the  prices  first  assessed  by  the  Lawrence  board  of  commis- 
sioners upon  many  tracts,  to  the  amount  of  about  five  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy-one  dollars,  is, 
as  your  committee  believe,  explained  and  accounted  for  in  a  satisfactory  manner  by  the  testimony;  by 
wiiich  it  appears  that  the  commissioners  in  such  reduction,  after  they  had  examined  all  the  land  assigned 
to  their  board,  and  were  better  able  to  determine  what  was  the  true  value  of  the  land,  made  the  reduction 
with  the  intention  and  for  the  purpose  of  placing  upon  the  said  tracts  of  land  a  just  price;  which  act  of 
the  commissioners,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  your  committee,  or  at  least  a  majority  of  them,  believe  was 
legal  and  just,  and  correct  in  the  discharge  of  "their  duty. 

Your  committee  further  submit,  that  owing  to  the  little  observance  paid  to  the  standard  of  value 
affixed  upon  the  lands  and  established  by  the  majority  of  the  board  of  commissioners  in  the  four  lower 
counties,  and  the  strict  regard  to  such  standard  o'f  value  by  the  ho:"d  for  Madison  and  Morgan,  the  failure 
of  unitormity  in  value  has  in  a  great  measure  been  produced.     Your  committee  believe  that  the  majority 
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of  the  board  of  commissiniiors  i-milil  not  legally  csfablisli  ;i  staudard  nf  valiH'  i<v  lulc  nf  ai-linii  f,.r  flir> 
several  companies,  and  that  it  was  the  duty  ot  caeli  luiard,  viiider  tlu'  iimvisinns  i4'  Ihr  act,  to  |icrli.rrii, 
according'  to  their  own  observation  and  to  the  terms  of  the  statute,  thr  duties  assiji'iied  them.  \  v\  your 
committee  are  of  opiiuon  that  the  company  assigned  to  Madisim  and  .Morgan  aeied  with  good  and  perfect 
faith;  but  that  by  the  standard  of  vahu'  aili.xed  by  the  hnard  as  afiire.said,  and  probably  by  the  mnrc 
exalted  estimate  in  which  tiiose  lands  had  been  theretufnre  iiold  by  tlic  inhabit:uits  of  those  counties,  they 
were  induced,  and  in  consequence  did  value  the  lands  in  the  counties  of  .Morg'an  ;ind  Madisun  at  a  rale  df 
between  twenty-live  and  lifty  per  cent,  tno  high.  Your  cummittcc  thcrcfnre  respectfully  rcconuncnd  to  the 
legislature  to  pursue  such  measures  as  they  niaj' deem  just  and  piupcr  In  pinduro  uniformity  in  thi' 
valuation  of  said  lands,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  ciiuilable,  that  iipial  jiistirr  may  \<r  mcasurcil  out  to 
the  occupants  and  purchasers,  and  the  interest  of  thr  State  iirotected. 

Your  conunittee  are  of  opinion  that  the  commissioners,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act,  were  bound 
to  arrange  the  lands  in  three  classes,  and  that  all  lands  of  less  value  than  three  dollars  should  be  placed 
in  the  infi>rior  or  lowest  class;  yet  as  the  commissioners  were  sworn  to  assess  the  true  value  when  they 
believed  the  land  was  of  /(vs  rahie  than  the  minimum,  it  ajijiears  difficult  to  say  how  they  could  have 
assessed  any  other  ,^um  than  that  which  they  believed  the  /ckc  value;  the  C(mimittee,  notwithstanding, 
think  that  the  law  denominated  the  class  to  which  such  as  were  valued  below  the  minimum  of  the  third 
class  belonged. 

Your  committee  believe  that  tliis  was  more  the  error  of  the  legishiture  than  the  conimissioners,  and 
may  be  accounted  for  in  this  way:  the  legislature  acted  upon  the  belief  that,  from  the  alleged  value  of 
the  land,  the  quantity  granted  would  certainly  be  found  which  was  worth  the  minimum,  and  more  than 
that  sum. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  lands,  as  assessed  by  the  commissioners,  will  command  a 
greater  sum  of  money  than  would  have  been  produced  under  the  auction  system  of  the  I'nited  States;  for, 
that  combinations  would  have  been  formed,  and  every  means  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the 
lands  to  a  low  price,  winch  could  hardly  have  failed  in  their  etlect,  and  that  wliatever  coiujilaint  may  in 
justice  lie  against  the  last  legislature,  or  the  commissioners,  cm  account  of  injustice  done  to  the  citizens 
resident  in  the  section  of  country  where  the  lands  lie,  yet  no  just  and  verital)Ie  complaint  can  be  made 
by  th(^  United  States,  or  other  States  interested  in  the  imiu'ovement  contemplated  to  be  made. 

Your  comndttee  will  now  proceed  to  expose  the  trm^  cause,  in  their  opinion,  as  deri\-ed  from  tin ■ 
evidence,  of  the  disappointment  of  all  in  the  real  value  of  the  lands,  which  they  conceive  to  be  the  follow- 
ing: Firiit,  the  variable  (luality  of  the  soil  throughout  the  country,  there  being  scarcely  a  quarter  section 
of  what  is  termed  valuable  land  in  the  Tennessee  valley  that  does  not  present  almost  every  quality  of 
soil,  and  it  rarely  occurring  that,  of  a  relinciuished  quarter  section  of  land,  three-fourths  of  it  should  be 
valuable,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  mere  soil;  and  the  circumstance  of  the  mode  in  which  lands  have  been 
relinquished,  a  great  portion  of  the  valuable  lands  being  retained  under  the  eight-years'  credit  system, 
and  cither  paid  for  or  forfeited  in  July  last;  the  relimiuished  lands  also  having  been  relin(|uished  in  such 
manner  as  to  be  compassed  abtmt  by  patented  lands,  or  lands  retained  under  the  credit  of  eig"ht  years. 
Much  of  the  relinquished  land,  besides,  by  a  ruinous  method  of  cultivation,  was  exhausted  and  rendered 
usually  of  little  value  to  any  person  other  than  the  occupant  of  adjoining  land,  or  who  owned  the  whole  or 
some  part  of  the  land  adjacent.  Upon  the  relinquished  lands  the  timber  was  in  general  felled,  wasted,  and 
destroyed.  In  the  county  of  Lawrence,  at  its  tirst  settlement,  the  good  lands  were  so  scarce  of  timber  as 
to  have  scarcely  more  than  enough  to  enclose  them  once. 

To  these  prominent  and  important  causes  may  be  added  others  of  no  inconsiderable  weight:  The 
unproductive  crops  made  for  many  years  in  the  valley  of  the  Tennessee  river;  the  low  price  of  the  staple 
commodity  of  the  country,  cotton,  it  bearing-  at  times  a  price  not  greater  than  six  or  seven  cents  per 
pound;  the  great  quantity  of  land  to  be  had  in  the  western  district  of  Tennessee  and  in  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi, at  reduced  prices,  compared  even  with  the  assessed  prices  of  the  selected  lands,  eligibly  situated  in 
regard  to  commerce,  and  erjually  well  adapted  to  the  c(dture  of  cotton. 

Another  cause  your  committee  will  allude  to:  The  former  high  prices  of  lands  had  awakened  the 
people  to  a  sense  of  sober  reflection  upon  the  subject,  and  convinced  them  that  they  estimated  their  lands 
far  beyond  a  prudent,  reasonable,  or  fair  value.  This  induced  a  nearer  approach  to  the  true  value,  and 
must  continue  to  bring  about  a  decline  in  price,  even  actually  below  their  real  value — lands  in  this  section 
of  the  country,  as  your  honorable  body  by  adverting  to  the  evidence  will  perceive,  having,  witliin  the  course 
of  the  last  twelve  or  eighteen  months,  been  reduced  and  diminished  in  value  from  twentj'-live  to  fifty  per  cent. 
The  large  quantity  of  land  included  in  the  donation,  being  brought  at  once  into  the  market,  has  had  indispu- 
tably a  material  eflcct  in  subtracting  from  the  value  of  lands  in  North  Alabama;  so.  too,  the  impression 
prevalent  in  some  counties  that  the  conmiissioners  had  fixed  a  very  low  valuation  upon  them. 

Your  committee  deem  it  necessary  to  report  the  causes  which,  in  their  estimation,  led  to  this  investi- 
gation; they  are  the  following:  The  magnitude  and  importance  of  the  work  in  its  national  cliaracter,  its 
utility  and  importance  to  the  people  of  several  of  the  States  of  this  Union,  more  especially  to  those  of 
North  Alabama  and  Tennessee,  together  with  tlie  niuniticence  and  liberality  of  the  grant,  had  induced 
almost  every  person  to  place  a  high  and  exaggerateil  estimate  of  value  upon  the  lands  granted.  Added  to 
this,  the  former  enhanced  and  mistaken  estimate  of  the  value  of  land  in  the  cotton-growing  States,  and  the 
high  jirice  at  which  the  relinquished  lands  have  been  purchased,  contributed  to  cause  even  the  more  mod- 
erate to  account  the  worth  of  the  lands  granted  at  from  one  to  two  millions  of  dollars.  And  wdien  the 
valuation  of  the  commissioners  had  reduced  more  than  one  third  of  the  whole  quantity  of  land  below  the 
minimum  price  of  the  United  States,  and  that  graduation  was  compared  with  the  prices  formerlj'  given, 
and  the  fact  was  developed  that  the  entirety  of  the  land  was  worth  oidy  about  six  hundred  and  eighty-six 
thousand  dollars;  and,  furthermore,  when  it  ajjpeared  that  the  best  of  the  land,  which  had  been,  anterior 
to  this,  purchased  at  prices  varying  from  five  to  seventy  dollars  in  four  of  the  counties,  were  now  valued 
at  prices  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  per  acre,  and  the  best  lands  in  the  other  counties,  alsii,  out  of  which  the 
selections  were  made,  at  prices  below  fifteen  iloUars  per  acre,  most  persons  were  exceedingly  astonished 
and  disappointed. 

In  this  state  of  surprise,  charges  were  made  against  the  character  and  condnct  of  the  commissioners 
and  against  the  legislature,  who  had  resorted  to  tiiat  method  of  ascertaining  the  value  of  the  lands,  and 
disposing-  of  tliem.  These  charges  were  widely  circulated  in  newspapers,  probably  from  credence  in  their 
truth;  suspicion  in  the  ndnds  of  many  was  confirmed,  from  an  imi)ression  that  lands  of  the  same  class,  in 
the  diflerent  counties,  under  the  same  local  circumstances,  were  of  like  value;  and  that,  between  the 
counties  of  Madison  and  Miugan,  and  the  other  four  ccumties,  viz:   Limestone,  Lawrence,  Lauderdale,  and 
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Franklin,  tlieie  was  great  disparity  in  point  nl' price  aflixcd  and  valuation.  Besides  this,  after  more  than 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  acres  of  the  hind  had  been  examined,  selected,  and  valued  by  the  board 
of  commissioners  assigMied  to  the  countj'  of  Lawrence,  Judge  King-,  one  of  the  commissioners,  resigned, 
and  another  being  appointed,  the  new  commissioner,  together  with  the  two  others,  reduced  in  price  some 
thirty-eight  or  nine  tracts  of  the  land,  in  the  valuation  of  which  the  said  King,  prior  to  his  resignation, 
had  been  engaged  and  assisted;  wiiich  reduction  varied  from  four  dollars  to  seventy-five  cents  per  acre. 
When  Judge  King  received  intelligence  of  this  procedure,  he  communicated  the  information  to  the  gov- 
ernor. The  governor  thus  informed,  and  also  advised  that  more  than  one-third  of  the  selected  lands  was 
not  classed;  apprised,  too,  probabl3-,  of  the  contentions  between  occupants  about  preferences,  or  rather 
the  right  of  pre-emption,  which  contests  had  been  partially  settled  by  the  commissioners,  by  which  settle- 
ment many  of  the  citizens  conceived  that  their  rights  had  suft'ered,  communicated  to  both  branches  of  the 
legislature  the  failure  of  compliance  on  the  part  of  the  commissioners  with  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the 
statute;  and  though  his  excellency  did  not  for  an  instant  entertain  the  suspicion  of  the  existence  of  cor- 
ruption, j-et  he  considered  it  his  duty,  and  incumbent  on  him,  to  recommend  an  investigation. 

An  investigation  was,  in  fact,  due  to  the  State,  to  the  United  States,  and  to  the  gentlemen  commis- 
sioners whose  characters  were  so  deeply  implicated.  And  if  investigation  was  to  be  had  at  all,  it  behooved 
it  to  be  as  full,  free,  and  unrestrained  as  the  good  name  of  the  State  and  reputation  of  the  commissioners, 
the  importance  of  the  work  and  value  of  the  donation,  required.  Ilence  an  investigation  was  ordered, 
and  3-our  committee,  by  each  house  of  this  honorable  legislature,  apiiointed  to  prosecute  the  inquiry,  which 
they  have  dime,  or  endeavored  to  do,  with  a  zealous  ami  inqKirtial  view  to  the  end  designed,  and  with  as 
careful  an  observance  of  economy  as  the  measure  would   allow. 

The  result  of  their  investigation  is  to  be  gatliered  from  a  book,  submitted  herewith  as  a  ])art  of  this 
report,  containing  all  the  facts  they  have  been  able  to  collect,  and  which  they  feel  a  pleasure  in  saying,  in 
their  opinion,  relieves  the  State  and  the  commissioners  from  all  manner  of  blame,  and  must  satisfy  all  of 
the  true  causes  which  led  to  the  dissatisfaction  which  has  existed,  it  having,  for  the  most  part,  arisen  from 
the  misconstruction  of  the  law  (as  before  adverted  to  in  this  report)  in  allowing  floats  on  cultivated 
lands,  in  allowing  preferences  to  settlers  after  the  1st  of  June,  1828,  and  in  the  inequality  of  valuation; 
all  of  which,  if  errors,  were  certainly  involuntary  and  unpremeditated  ones.  Your  committee  suppose 
that  in  the  adjustment  of  so  many  subjects  of  controversy  as  were  brought  before  the  commissioners  by 
occupants,  error  in  decision  might  have  occasionally  occurred,  as  from  the  fallibility  of  human  discernment 
might  have  been  expected  and  inferred;  and  although  this  may  be  the  case,  yet  your  committee  are  filled 
with  the  conviction  that  your  honorable  bodj'  are  endowed  with  no  power  to  make  correction;  and  as  to 
the  allowance  of  jireferences  after  the  period  as  designated  in  the  act,  Ihat  has  certainly  had  no  tendency  to 
create  injury  to  the  State.  A  I'urther  result  of  the  investigation  has  been  a  disclosure  of  the  true  causes 
which  led  to  the  placing  su  improper  and  exaggerated  an  estimate  on  the  value  of  the  donation  or  grant; 
and,  wliat  is  yet  moi'o,  it  will,  as  your  committee  believe,  evince,  besides  the  accomplishment  of  two  ob- 
jects by  no  means  of  light  import,  the  substantiation  of  our  good  faith,  by  a  manifesting-  of  the  fair  and 
just  price  of  the  lands  granted,  and  the  protection  of  the  occupant.  And  j'our  committee  believe  that  if 
good  faith  has  been  observed  by  tlie  legislature  of  the  State,  and  by  the  commissioners,  the  deputed  agents 
of  the  State,  the  many  highly  colored  statements  which  have  gone  abroad,  which  rumor,  with  her  falsify- 
ing tongue,  has  amiilitied  and  disseminated,  without  the  stable  basement  of  truth  whereon  to  found  them, 
will  no  longer  be  suffered  to  rest  over  and  tarnish  the  fame,  or  clothe  with  the  dark  vestment  of  suspicion 
the  fair  re):)utation,  of  any  individual  concerned. 

All  of  which,  for  your  consideration,  is  respectfully  submitted. 


EXOCII  PARSON'S. 
HENRY  GOLDTIIWAITE. 
THOMAS  FEARN,  Chairman  on 
lite  ])art  (if  Ike  Hon^e  of  jRepresevlalires. 


JOHN  15.    HOGAN. 
THOMAS  CRAWFOKl). 
JAMES  ABERCROMBIE,  Chairman 
on  the  pari  of  the  Senate. 
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APPLICATION  OF  ALABAMA  FOR  RELIEF  OF  PURCHASERS  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS  THAT  HAVE 

BEEN  FORFEITED  FOR  NON-PAY.MENT,  &c. 


cruiMrXlr.U'El)    TO    THE    HOUSE    OK    REPKKSEXTATIV 


ES    FEBRU.VRY    15,    1830. 


MEMORIAL  of  tlie  general  asscmfily  of  the  State  of  Maliania  to  the   Congress  of  the   United  States  in   relation   to  forfeited 
lanils  within  the  State,  and  now  advertised  for  sale  hy  tlie  proeliimation  of  the  President. 

Y(jur  meniorialists  respectfully  represent,  that  the  sale  of  the  forieited  lands  in  Alabama,  as  ordered 
by  the  President,  witlunit  making  provision  for  those  who  occupy  and  cultivate  them,  is  an  act  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States  more  vitally  affecting  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  citizens  of 
Alabama  than  any  other  measure  of  government  which  has  been  adoi;ited  since  our  existence  as  a  State. 
The  magnitude  and  importance  of  the  subject,  as  it  respects  the  people  of  Alabama,  will  engage,  it  is 
hoped,  the  earliest  attention  of  your  honorable  body;  and  in  behalf  of  the  people  we  represent,  your 
memorialists  submit  for  your  consideration  the  true  condition  of  our  people.  In  the  years  1818,  1819,  and 
1820,  our  best  lands  were  sold  out  by  the  general  government  to  the  highest  bidder,  at  public  auction,  on 
long  credits;  and  from  causes  well  known  to  your  honorable  bod_y,  competition  for  Alabama  lands  was 
then  without  a  parallel.  Sales  were  made  at  prices  so  far  above  the  true  value  of  the  lands,  or  above 
that  value  at  which  they  had  been  estimated  by  reasonable  inr}i,  that  the  people  of  the  surroiuiding 
country,  not  engaged  iji  the  transactions  of  the  day,  atttilmted  it  to  a  frenzy  among  the  bidders.  Good 
lands  were  then  bid  ofl'  at  prices  varying  from  thirty  t(j  eighty  dolJars  per  acre,  when  lands  of  the  like 
quality,  equally  productive  ;uid  suitable  for  cultivation,  could  \>v  purchased  in  the  neighboring  States  for 
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at  or  almut  one-lbuitli  piu't  of  what  il  w  as  a.nircil  to  \h-  pai.l  Inr  tliiMii  in  .Vlabaiiia ;  and  iiilrrinr  lands 
were  sold  ut  jiriccs  pniiKirtionably  lii^u'li.  When  tln'  salrs  had  Irrininalrd  and  |pmi-liascis  had  nuivcd  n|iiin 
their  lands,  and  l)oiii;-lit  provisicms  fur  thr  snp|iuit  nT  their  i'aniilies,  they  had  not  on' 
but  many  of  llioni  lunnd  themselves  g'reatly  in  debt.  Tlicy  then  boeame  ennvinee. 
their  jirospect.s  of  mtdiinu.'  future  payments  at  sneh  exorbitant  jiriees  was  hopeless,  all  elass<-: 
citizeii.s  petitiiuied  your  honorable  body  for  relief.  'I'he  jnstiee  of  Congress  was  appealeil  to,  and 
partial  in  its  operations,  was  g'rantecl.  Holders  of  eeil  illeales  wen'  aulliori/.ed  to  lelin.piish  them  in 
payment  of  other  lands;  but  the  relief  extendi  <1  mostly  to  the  laruc  land  dealers,  who,  after  selling-  all 
that  e<i\dd  be  sohl  to  the  eidlivalors  oi'  the  soil,  weic,  by  the  aels  of  Coiigri'ss,  enabled  to  ndiniiuisli  iheir 
hard  bargains,  or  sell  to  others  their  eertilieati's  for  ridini|nishnienl.     'I'liis.  howcxci-,  extended   no  i'(dief  to 

a  large   elass  of  our  nselnl    i-i(  i/.ens,  whose    utmost    exertions   only   enabled    them    1 ke    payment   on 

perhaps  a  single  tract,  at  probably  from  ihiiiy  to  sixty  dollais  pir  aere.  'I'hose  peisoTis  haxi'  already,  on 
tlie  first  instalment,  paid  in  cash  more  than  the  lands  are  now  aetnally  worth,  or  could  be  sold  lor;  yet, 
by  the  .several  ai-ts  for  their  relief,  they  were  unable  to  ii  bni|uisli  and  make  linal  ]iaynient  on  any  [larl  of 
their  innx-hase,  and  the  enornnuis  amount  at  which  the  lands  were  fust  bid  olV  made  it  eipuUly  imiHJssible 
with  them  lo  pay  the  remaining  instalments  .Ine  the  goveiinnenl.  They  ha\i',  tlierefoi-e.  been  eompelle(l 
to  forfeit  to  the  governnieut  not  only  the  lands,  but  all  the  improvemenls  made  upon  lliem:  Iheii'  houses 
and  fields,  their  orchards  aud  .gardens — all  the  comforts  w  hii-ii  yiMrs  (.f  industrious  toil  had  enable. 1  them 
to  provide  for  tlu'ir  families — are  luiw  to  be  oft'ered  i'or  sale  to  the  highest  l>iilder,  at  public  auction,  whilst 
the  wealthy  and  large  jnirehasers  have,  by  Velimpiishing  part  of  their  pnichases  upon  other  parts, 
retained  for  lliemselves  a  honu\  Ycuir  memorialists  rccpU'st  tliat  your  honorable  body  will  examine  the 
attitude  in  which  the  government  ot'  the  I'nited  States  must  present  itsell' to  this  large  ami  useful  class  of 
our  citizens.  When  the  country  was  invaded  from  abroad;  when  the  savage  had  raised  the  n-iir  f7»/iover 
the  heads  (d'  the  dcl'cuceless  iruutier,  your  comicils  wcaki'ueil  from  a]ipii'hensiou  of  danger,  youi'  rulers 
treinbliug  for  the  safety  of  the  nation,  and  the  very  walks  in  ^vhich  you  are  now  assembled  had  become 
the  scene  of  hostile  contla,gratiiui,  these  ])eople  step])ed  Ibrward  as  champions  of  their  country  and  the 
avengers  of  its  wnuigs.  Anuised  Iiy  the  liveliest  feedings  ..f  patriotism,  they  tia\-ersed  the  inhospitable 
wilderness  in  search  of  the  j/i/vi"7('yi;/  savage,  or  lay  in  swamps  and  ditches  to  guanl  and  (irotect  a.gainst 
the  more  formidable  Ibe.  >>o  sooner  is  invasion  repelled,  our  g-overninent  iirotectcd.  aial  jieace  restored, 
tliaii  the  whole  scene  is  changed.  Those  citizen  soldiers,  so  lately  relied  upini  as  the  luilwark  of  their 
country's  del'enee,  and  who  had  breasti'd  the  storm  i.if  war,  are  left  by  that  very  ,giivernmeut  to  shift  and 
take  care  of  themselves.  W"ith  their  families,  they  repair  to  the  wilderness  and  settle  ujion  lands  then 
so  recently  acquired  by  their  valor;  by  their  labor  they  give  value  to  the  soil;  their  habitations  are  the 
homes  of  tlie  traveller;  the  lands  arc  increased  in  value  by  their  industry,  when  the  very  government  for 
whose  protection  they  but  a  short  time  before  had  made  every  sacrilice  makes  merchandise  of  their  Ihimes 
by  exposing  them  to  sale,  and  then  bring  them  into  competition  with  the  wealth  ami  avarice  ol  the 
country.  In  this  contest  gain  is  the  object,  and  )irinciplc  and  justice  is  tramjiled  under  foot;  and  many 
were  driven  from  tlieir  improvements  to  renew  their  toil  and  give  value  to  nuu-e  land,  again  to  be  taken 
from  them,  whilst  those  who  were  enabled  to  bear  the  contest  ar<'  i'orced  to  give  such  extravagant  prices 
that  but  few  were  able  to  pay  the  first  instalment  on  more  than  a  single  tract.  The  contest  luxived 
ruinous  to  all  the  parties  concerned,  and  all  united  in  their,  prayer  to  the  government  for  relief.  Those 
who  purchased  largely  have  been  relieved  either  by  the  power  given  to  relinipiish  i>art,  o|-  having  paid  the 
one-twentieth,  and  forfeited,  are  relieved  by  the  issuing  stock  in  their  favor,  with  which  they  can  buy 
other  lauds;  whilst  those  who  were  unable  to  purchase  more  than  one  or  two  (piarter  sections,  after  having 
paid  to  government  more  money  than  the  lands  are  intrinsically  worth,  are  told  in  a  proclamation,  "  lour 
liomes  are  again  at  auction  I"  What,  let  it  be  asked,  must  be  the  feelings  of  (uir  ]icople,  after  such  acts  of 
unkinduess  on  the  part  of  their  government'!*  This  questiiui  is  submitted  to  your  honorable  body.  It  is 
no  picture  of  fancy,  but  a  correct  chart  of  the  condition  and  feelin.g  of  a  large  portion  of  our  people, 
which  none  but  a  selfish  and  calculating  policy  can  disregard — a  policy  wdiicli  strikes  at  the  ro.it  ..t  our 
government,  based,  as  it  professedly  is,  upon  the  atlections  of  the  [iciple.  It  cannot  loii,g  exiiect  to  retain 
that  aft'eetiun  if  their  feelings  and  sufferings  are  disregarded,  and  when  it  is  also  known  that  uurs  is  the 
oul}'  government  upon  earth  which  speculates  upon  its  people  in  the  sale  .if  their  homes.  In  conclusion, 
your  memorialists  ask  your  honorable  b.idy  to  look  for  a  moment  uiion  the  millions  of  acres  of  the  public 
lands  within  the  States,  and  then  behold,  in  Alabama  alone,  near  forty  thousand  heads  of  families  without 
even  an  acre  to  cultivate  or  the  means  to  purchase  it.  See  them  driven  from  place  to  place,  losin.g  their 
little  stock  at  every  move;  or  if  they  should  think  it  derogating  from  the  spirit  ..if  freemen  to  be  the  tenants 
of  others,  see  them  going  upon  lands  of  their  government  to  make  improvements,  and  as  soon  as  their 
labor  has  enhanced  the  value  to  the  amount  of  the  cost  of  the  lan.l,  and  long  before  the  poor  ..ccnpaiitcan 
raise  the  sum  required  in  payment,  see  the  lands  entered  over  them,  their  labor  given  to  ...thiTs.  and  they 
with  their  families  again  driven  upon  the  world's  common,  t..>  rent  or  improvi'  lan.l  whiidi  can  never  be 
theirown!  Your  mem.irialists  have,  in  behalf  of  the  people  they  represent,  shown  to  your  iR.norable  body 
their  true  condition.  They  hav.'  paid  f..r  tlieir  lands  their  full  aiid  fair  value,  and  m.jre  than  the  people  of 
any  other  State  ever  paid" tor  the  fee-simple  title  t.i  the  same  .|uaiitity  ..f  Ian. Is.  They  therefore  hope  and 
believe  that  substantial  relipf  by  your  h.m.irable  body  will  be  given — such  relief  as  is  due  from  a 
government  to  its  people.  A  government  whose  ma.gnanimity  in  behalf  of  our  red  brethren,  the  Creeks 
and  Cherukecs,  pays  for  their  improvements,  and  assigns  them  a  country  in  the  wilderness,  with  assurance 
of  protection,  cannot,  will  not,  take  from  its  own  citizens,  who  have  paid  the  full  value  of  their  lands,  the 
amount  wdiich  they  have  already  paid,  together  with  their  improvements,  and  cast  them  with  their  families 
upon  the  woidd  without  house  or  home. 

Se:<ohvd,  therefore,  by  the  senate  and  house  of  repre^^enlalives  of  the  State  of  Alahama  in  general  af-<emlihj 
convened,  That  the  executive  be  requested  t.:>  cause  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  memorial  to  be  l.u'warded  to 
the  executives  of  the  several  States  holding  public  lands  within  their  territory,  and  also  a  copy  to  our 
senators  and  representatives  in  Congress,  with  a  request  that  they  wait  upon  the  President  of  the  Lnited 
States  and  ask  a  suspension  of  the  sales  of  forfeited  and  relinquished  lands  within  the  State  until 
Congress  shall  act  finally  on  this  subject;  and  if  no  means  of  permanent  relief  can  be  ad..pted  by  your 
honorable  body,  that  the  land  sales  will  at  least  be  postp.uied  t.i  a  .lay  certain,  not  less  than  twidve 
months  from  the  times  thev  are  now  ailvertise.l  t.)  take  jilace. 

.T.   (;.\YLE,  Spealer  of  tlie  House  of  Ileprei^erdalive^. 

LE-VIX   POWELE.  Pre^iderd  of  the  Senate. 
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AIM'LICATIUN   UF  ALABAMA  FUl!  A  LAND  OFFICE  AT   MOXTICELLO,  IN  THAT  STATE. 

CilMSirXICATEU    TO    THE    HOUSE    OK  REHKESEN'TATIVES    FEBRUARY    15,    1830. 

MEMORIAL  of  the  gciu-ml  assembly  of  tlie  .State  of  Alabama  to  the  Con{,'res8  of  the  United  States  to  procure  the  establish- 
ment of  a  land  office  at  Monticello,  in  Pike  county. 

Til  (hi-  Si'iiate  and  Hoiit^c  of  Repreffi'nlaliret!  of  the  United  Slates  of  America  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  nicniorial  of  the  senate  and  house  of  rejiresontatives  of  the  State  of  Alabama  in  general 
asseniMy  convened,  respectfully  rei)resents:  That  tlio  public  lands  of  the  United  States  in  the  counties  of 
Pike,  Henry,  and  Dale,  in  tiie  State  of  Alabama,  are  situated  at  great  distance  from  the  present  land  office  at 
Sparta,  Alabama,  in  which  land  district  they  are  included,  whereby  great  inconveniences,  hardships,  and 
expenses  are  experienced  and  incurred  by  tiiose  wisliing  to  enter  said  land,  in  being  compelled  to  travel 
from  one  liundred  to  one  hundred  and  lifty  miles  t(j  the  aforesaid  land  office  at  Sparta,  when,  on  the  con- 
trary-, if  an  office  was  established  at  Monticello,  many  of  the  citizens  in  the  aforesaid  counties  would  be 
but  little  more  than  half  the  distance  from  that  office.  Your  memorialists  would  further  represent,  that 
the  establishment  of  this  office  would,  in  a  particidar  degree,  benelit  those  settlei's  in  said  counties  of 
Henry  and  Dale,  I'nr  llic  reasons  aforesaid.  Your  memorialists  would  further  represent,  that  the  Indian 
lands  adjacent  to  the  town  of  Monticello,  when  purchased  and  brought  into  market,  would  be  conveniently' 
disposed  of  at  that  place.     Therefore — 

Be  it  7-e!<olved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  rrpresentatioes  of  the  State  cf  Alabama  in  general  assembly 
convened,  That  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  refjuested  to  pass  a  law  to 
establish  a  land  office  at  Monticello,  in  Pike  countj',  Alabama,  and  that  our  senators  in  Congress  be 
instructed,  and  our  representatives  requested,  to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  procure  the  passage  of  said 
law;  and  that  his  excellency  the  governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  furnish  the  President  and 
Vice-President  of  the  U/iited  States,  and  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress,  with  a 
copy  of  the  above  memorial. 

JOHN  GAYLE,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
LEVIN  POWELL,  President  of  the  Senate. 
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CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COMMUNICWEn    TO    TIIE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENT.iTIVES    FEBRUARY    1.5,    1830. 

Mr.  Test,  from  the  Connnitteo  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Buhler, 

of  Louisiana,  reported: 

The  petitioner  sets  out  in  his  petition,  that  on  the  8tli  of  March  last  he  became  the  purchaser,  at 
prol)ate  sale,  of  a  tract  of  land  belonging  to  the  estate  of  Stephen  Hackney,  deceased;  that  Hackney 
became  possessed  of  it  by  a  deed  of  transfer  from  Mary  Berryman;  that  it  would  seem  that  Berryman 
became  possessed  of  it  by  a  deed  of  transfer  from  the  heirs  and  representatives  of  Jeremiah  Kelsey;  that 
he  finds  that  no  entry  has  ever  been  made  of  it  at  the  land  office  at  St.  Helena,  and  that  the  original  titles, 
dated  August  28,  1801,  are  lost,  and  cannot  be  found:  wherefore  he  prays  that  he  may  be  confirmed  in 
his  title  to  tlie  premises  by  virtue  of  the  settlement,  habitation,  and  cultivation  of  Balam  Berryman  and 
Mary,  his  wife. 

The  affidavit  of  Joshua  Alexander,  a  resident  in  the  said  parish,  and  who,  it  appears,  joins  lands  with 
the  premises,  shows  that  the  said  Balam  Berryman  and  Mary,  his  wife,  settled  on  the  said  land  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1809  or  1810,  and  that  they  inhabited  and  cultivated  it,  raising  annual  crops  of 
corn  and  cotton,  until  the  said  Balam  died;  that  the  widow  of  Berryman  continued  to  reside  on  the  land 
until  she  died,  having  previously  made  a  title  to  Stephen  Hackney.  The  title  deed  of  Mary  Berryman 
accompanies  the  papers  and  appears  in  due  form  and  to  have  been  regularly  enrolled  in  the  appropriate 
office.  It  is  acknowledged  before  Charles  Tessier,  tlie  parish  judge  of  probate  for  the  parish  of  East  Baton 
Rouge,  and  specifies  that  "for  the  love  and  aflcction  which  she  (Mary  Berryman)  bears  to  the  said 
Stephen  Hackney,  she  transfers,  assigns,  and  sets  over  to  him  (Stephen  Hackney)  the  plantation  whereon 
she  now  resides,  containing  five  hundred  and  twenty-two  acres,  agreeably  to  a  plat  of  the  same  made  for 
Jeremiah  Kelsey,  of  the  date  of  August,  1801,  and  signed  by  Christopher  Boilings."  Phil.  Thomas  swears 
that  P.alam  Berryman  and  Mary,  his  wife,  settled  on  the  land  in  the  year  1809  or  1810;  that  they  inhabited 
and  cultivated  until  they  botli  died,  which  was  for  six  or  eight  years.  John  Perney,  sr.,  swears  to  nearly 
the  same  facts.  They  all  describe  the  laud  as  lying  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi  river,  adjoining- 
lands  on  its  upper  line  belonging  to  the  heirs  of  John  C.  Faulkner,  and  on  the  lower  by  lands  claimed  by 
Josliua  Alexander,  and  on  the  east  by  lands  confirmed  by  Congress  to  John  Cooper.  The  certificate  of 
the  above-named  Charles  Tessier,  the  parish  judge  of  probate,  under  his  official  seal,  shows  that  the  sale 
and  tranfer  to  the  petitioner  was  regular  and  in  due  form.  There  is  little  doubt  as  to  the  continued 
habitation  and  cultivation  from  the  year  1810  until  the  death  of  Stephen  Hackney.  The  committee  think 
that  no  great  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  the  transfer  supposed  to  be  made  by"  Christopher  Boilings  to 
Jeremiah  Kelsey,  nor  inileed  does  the  iietitioncr  himself  seem  to  rc'y  up(jn  it,  but  asks  a  confirmation  upon 
the  ground  of  the  cultivation  and  habitation  of  Berryman  and  his 'wife  and  Stephen  Hackney.     Tlie  sale 
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of  the  luiul,  umlor  ainl  by  tlio  order  of  a  conipetciit  trilniiuil  liavinj;-  jiirisdu'tinii  nf  the  case,  and  tlie  |mi-- 
chaso  by  the  |ietiticiiier  for  a  valuable  oon.sideration  at  a  pulilit^  sale,  beiiif;-  the  hij;liest  bidder,  sei'uis  to 
the  committee  to  be  conclusive  evideuee  i>f  the  fairness  (jf  th(!  transaction  on  his  [lart.  I'nder  such  cir- 
cumstances the  petitioner  can,  with  much  [dausibilily,  if  not  justic<',  alle^-e  his  ij;-niirance  of  llie  fact  tliat 
no  entry  had  ever  lieen  made  with  the  cnmmissioners  lor  examiniiij;-  sncli  titles,  or  with  tli<'  register  nf  the 
land  office  in  that  distrii't.  The  only  nuestion,  then,  fur  the  cimiinittee  to  determine  is,  whether,  from  the 
facts  stated  in  relatii>ii  to  tlie  habitation  of  the  former  occupants,  he  is  enlithd  to  a  I'onru  niation  of  tiMe 
to  the  preniises.  The  statute  of  tiie  :!d  of  March,  ISl'.),  seems  to  iecoj;ni7,e  as  '^mnl  and  valid  all  titles  to 
land  in  that  pait  ol'  the  country  in  which  tliese  ar(^  situated,  founded  upon  habitation  and  cultivation  prior 
to  the  L')th  day  of  April,  ISIo.  That  statute  declares  "that  every  jierson,  or  his  or  her  lcf;^al  representa- 
tive, whose  claim  is  comprised  in  the  lis  s  <ir  rei;isteis  of  claims  reported  by  the  commissioners,  and  the 
persons  embraced  in  the  lists  of  actual  sett  lers,  or  their  le;.;-al  representat  ivcs,  not  haviuf;- any  written 
evidence  of  claim  repnrl<'il  as  aforesaid,  shall,  when  it  appears  by  tlio  s.aid  reports,  or  by  the  said  lists, 
that  the  land  claimed  or  settled  on  had  been  actually  inhabitecl  or  cultivaleil  liy  such  pers.ui  or  peisoiis 
in  whose  rii^'ht  he  claims,  on  or  before  the  LTth  day  of  April,  ISl!],  lie  enlitleil  to  a.  j;'rant  for  the  land  so 
claimed  or  settled  on  as  a  donation:  provided,  thai  not  nuTe  than  one  tract  shall  be  thus  j^-ranted  to  any 
one  person,  and  the  same  sliall  not  contain  more  than  six  liundi-e(l  and  forty  acres."  The  statute  of  the 
8th  of  May,  1S22,  is  a  literal  transcript  of  the  fore^^'oini;-,  except  that  it  (;mbraces  the  lists  of  the  reiiisters 
and  receivers  of  the  land  offices  in  the  St  Helena  and  Jackson  Court-lltuise  districts,  instead  of  the  com- 
missioners who  were  ajipointi'd  to  examine  titles  in  that  [uirt  of  the  country. — (See  Land  Laws,  paL;es  75'J 
and  8-J3.) 

If  the  princi|ile  established  by  those  acts  extends  to  all  the  lands  in  the  St.  Helena  and  Jackson  dis- 
tricts, (and  that  it  does  there  can  be  little  doubt,)  the  committee  cannot  avoid  the  conclusion  that  tin-  )icti- 
tioner  has  brought  himself  fairly  within  their  equity,  and  is  therefore  entitled  to  relief  under  thei]i.  Thi'y 
therefore  report  a  bill. 


21sT  Congress.]  No.  804  [  1  st  Sessio.v . 

CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COMMIWICATEP    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    nEritESENT.\TI\T,S    I'EBIUARV    lo,    1830. 

Mr.  Test,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Susaima 

McHugh,  reported: 

The  petitioner  sets  out  in  her  petition  that  she  and  her  husband,  John  McHugh,  settled  on  and 
improved  a  piece  of  land  in  East  Baton  Rouge,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  in  the  month  of  March,  1813; 
that  they  resided  thereon  until  December,  1814;  that  then  her  husband  joined  the  militia  under  General 
Jackson  to  aid  in  the  defence  of  New  Orleans,  where  he  died  in  consequence  of  great  exposure  and  the 
severe  duties  he  had  to  perfi.irm,  leaving  the  petitioner  and  an  infant  sou  poor  and  destitute,  who  were 
thrown  upon  the  bounty  of  her  parents,  indigent  like  herself,  and  she  was  compelled,  in  consequence,  to 
aband<in  lier  improvement;  that  at  the  time  she  settled  on  the  land  she  thought  it  was  private  jjropertj', 
but  the  claiui  was  rejected,  or  at  least  not  sustained  by  Congress,  and  that  the  land  now  belongs  to  the 
United  States:  wherefore  she  pra_ys  that  she  may  be  conlirmed  in  her  settlement  right  as  a  donation  to 
aid  in  supp(.irting'  herself  and  infant  son.  The  facts  are  incontestably  proved  by  William  Shaw  and 
Jeremiah  McIIugh,  who  are  certified  by  the  judge  taking  their  affidavits  to  be  old  inlialiitants  and 
residents  in  the  parish  aforesaid.  The_y  likewise  swear  that  the  land  is  situate  on  White's  bayou,  in  the 
said  parish;  and  notwithstanding'  there  have  been  two  adverse  reports  previously'  made  in  this  case,  a 
majority  of  the  ccimmittee  think  tlic  petitioner,  fr(jni  the  peculiarity  of  her  situation,  is  entitled  to  favor; 
wherefore,  without  intending  the  present  decision  to  operate  as  a  precedent  in  future,  they  report  a  bill 
for  her  relief. 


21ST    COMGRESS.J  No.      805.  [IST    SeSSIOX. 

CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REl'RESENTATIVES    FEBRUARY    Ifl,    1830. 

Mr.  Te.st,  from  the  Conunittee  on   Private   Land  Claims,  to   whom  was  referred  the   petition  of  Dorothy 

Wells,  reported: 

The  petitioner  sets  out  in  her  petition  that,  in  the  year  1805,  she  cleared  and  cultivated  a  tract  of 
vacant  land  in  the  parish  of  West  Feliciana,  near  the  town  of  St.  Fiancisville;  that  she  kept  the  said 
land  in  actual  possession  and  cultivation,  &c.  ;  that  her  son  was  draughted  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  (being  her  only  son)  in  the  month  of  August  or  September,  1814;  and  that  he  died  in  the  service, 
after  continuing  therein  until  the  month  of  Januarj",  1815;  that  ho  never  received  any  compensation  for 
his  services;  that  she  is  his  heir-at-law:  wherefore  she  prays  Congress  to  grant  her  as  a  donation  the 
land  which  she  has  thus  settled  and  cultivated.     Mathew  Bethany  swears  that  she  did  clear  and  improve 
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a  tract  of  land  situate  in  West  Feliciana,  and  State  of  Louisiana,  near  to  the  town  of  St.  Francisville, 
bounded  on  tiie  novlli  oy  land  ^'ranted  to  William  Williams;  on  the  cast  by  land  {jranted  to  Gilbei't 
Miles;  <iu  the  soutli  by  lands  unknown;  and  on  the  west  by  the  river  Mississippi.  That  in  the  year  1805 
the  said  Dorothy  Barnhill  (now  Dorothy  AVells)  built  a  house  on  the  land,  and  in  the  sprinij;  following  she 
planted  corn  upon  it,  and  continued  to  cultivate  it  for  three  years,  and  that  she  never  claimed  any  other 
land  by  settlement  right;  and  that  she  married  Benjamin  Wells  some  time  in  the  year  1S09  or  1810. 

Parson  Carter  swears  substantially  to  the  same  facts  as  the  previous  deponent;  and  further,  that  she 
liad  the  land  in  possession  and  actual  cultivation  fnjm  the  year  liSOti  until  the  year  1811;  and  he  further 
swears  that  all  the  material  facts  stated  by  Mathew  Bethany,  the  above-named  deponent,  are  true.  The 
foregoing-  is  the  principal  evidence  before  the  committee.  The  committee  are  aware  that  the  case  has 
been  unskilfully  managed  on  the  jiart  of  the  petitioner;  but,  notwithstanding  the  looseness  and  uuskil- 
fulness  with  which  the  |>etition  and  alKilavits  are  drawn,  the  committee  think  they  present  such  a  case  as 
demands  relief.     They  therefore  report  a  bill. 


2 1  ST  CoNfiRF.ss.]  No.    806.  []j 


ST  Session. 
CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COMMfXICATKD    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    KEBRCARY    15,     1830. 

Mr.  Test,  from  tlie  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the   petition  of  Eugene 

Ikirell,  of  Louisiana,  reported: 

The  petitioner  states  that,  by  himself  and  others  under  him,  he  has  inhabited  and  cultivated  before 
and  ever  since  December  20,  1803,  a  certain  tract  of  land  containing  si.x  hundred  and  I'orty  acres,  situate 
in  the  county  of  Attakapas,  at  a  place  called  Sheepeck,  and  lying  upon  the  west  side  of  the  bayou 
"  Cypre-mort,"  and  which  he  says  was  iKit  confii-med  to  him  in  conse(]uence  of  his  not  having  it  registered 
within  the  time  allowed  by  law,  and  gives  liis  total  ignorance  (jf  the  law  as  a  reason  for  liis  neglect  in 
that  particular,  and  prays  that  the  land  may  be  confirmed  to  him  The  affidavit  of  Jean  Baptiste  Bour- 
geois shows  the  settlement  and  cultivation  of  the  claimant,  that  the  land  is  vacant,  and  describes  it  to  be 
on  the  bayou  "Cypre-mort,"  and  on  the  west  side  thereof,  and  as  a  part  of  a  tract  of  twenty-four  acres, 
frciiiting  on  the  said  bayou,  by  forty  back,  bounded  northwardly  by  lauds  of  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Sorrel, 
(or  Sowel,)  southerly  by  other  lands  of  the  said  heirs,  and  westwardly  at  the  depth  of  forty  arpents  by 
public  lands.  He  further  swears  that  he  has  continued  to  improve  the  land  ever  since  his  settlement; 
that  he  made  in  the  beginning  a  very  small  improvement,  and  had  a  few  cattle  upon  the  land,  but  that  he 
has  gradually  increased  the  improvements  ever  since;  and  that  there  is  now  twenty-four  acres  under 
good  fence,  (or  was  at  the  time  of  making  the  affidavit,)  besides  a  dwelling-house,  kitchen,  cabins,  and 
out-houses. 

Francis  Borrell  swears  that,  from  his  own  knowledge,  all  the  matters  contained  in  the  affidavit  of 
Jean  Baptiste  Bourgeois  are  true;  that  he  himself  was  born  in  the  parish  of  St.  Mary's,  is  now  forty-four 
years  old,  has  always  resided  there,  and  is  well  acquainted  with  all  the  facts  stated  in  the  preceding 
affidavit.  The  honorable  William  L.  Brent,  the  former  representative  from  that  part  of  Louisiana,  certifies 
that  the  justice  before  whom  the  affidavits  were  taken  was  duly  qualified  to  take  them;  that  he  is 
acquainted  with  the  witnesses,  and  believes  them  to  be  honest  men  and  entitled  to  credit. 

The  act  of  March  2, 1805,  Land  Laws,  p.  518,  clearly  recognizes  theprincii)leof  allowingto  actual  settlers, 
prior  to  December  20,  1803,  a  donation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  where  they  have  inhabited 
and  cultivated  the  same.  The  claim  seems  to  the  committee  clearly  within  not  only  tlie  spirit,  but  the 
letter  of  that  act.  The  circumstance  of  the  claimant  not  having  made  his  claim  within  the  time  and  in 
the  manner  prescribed  by  the  various  statutes  in  those  cases  made  and  provided,  your  committee  think 
ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  preponderate  against  the  justice  of  the  claim,  as  they  have  no  doubt  of  the 
truth  of  his  allirmation,  that  it  was  his  ignorance  of  the  necessity  of  doing  so  which  caused  him  to  omit 
it.  If  the  principle  of  granting  such  dcjnations  be  sound,  the  omission  to  make  the  claim  at  a  particular 
time,  or  in  a  particular  manner,  cannot  affect  the  abstract  intrinsic  justice  of  the  proposition.  The 
committee  therefore  report  a  bill  for  his  relief. 


21ST  COXGRESS.]  No.     807.  [1st  SeSSION. 

APPLICATION  FOR  LAND  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  SERVICES  OF  A  CANADIAN  REFUGEE. 

COMMUNICATEn  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  FEBRUARY  15,    1830. 

Mr.  Test,  from   the  Committee  on   Private   Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred   the  petition   of  Joseph 

Wilcox,  reported: 

The  petitioner  states  that  he  is  the  natural  son  of  a  Joseph  Wilcox,  who,  he  says,  resided  in  Canada 
previous  to  the  war,  and  left  it  for  fear  of  tlie  persecutions  of  enemies,  and  joined  the  United  States; 
that  he  was  a  colonel  in  the  artny  of  the  United  States,  and  that  he  was  killed  in  a  sortie  at  or  near  Fort 
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Eric;  tlint  llii'  ilcri'iiscil  left  (■(Uisiilcralilc  r.^tnto,  wliicli  was  wasird  liy  llic  a.liiiiiiistralor:  lliat  ln'  [M'ti- 
tidiu'd  tlir  lc.i;islat  lire  111'  New  Ycnk  to  liavi'  tlir  ailiiiiiiislralnr  ami  his  srciii-il  ics  siuij  mi  llicir  liniid  I'oi- 
tlic  duo  administi'aticili  of  liic  I'tVccts  nl'  llic  dcTcasi  il ;  llial  lutoir  niivlliini;-  cnuM  1m'  made'  I'V  iIh'  siiil  llii' 
administrator  Mild  his  securities  Icl't  till'  Stale  and  iuM\ed  t.i  Lidian.i;  ihal  allhmii^-h  the  h'^ishdure  ol' 
New  York  passed  an  aet  uiitiiorizing'  tiie  altoiiiev  L^'eiieral  lo  eollert  Ihi'  iiioni-v  due  iVoiu  tlie  said  adminis- 
trator and  his  securities,  and  to  pay  it  to  his  mollier  for  liis  use,  yet  li.-  has  not  hceii  .ihle  to  icali/.e  any 
part  of  tli<>  said  estate.  He  furtiier  states  that  lie  iindeistands  that  Ins  father  oi-  his  lei^;al  lepieseiitative 
is  entitled  to  military  iMUinty  land  lor  his  siav  ices  in  the  war,  and  thai  there  is  no  heir  or  other  person 
entitled  cxci'|>t  hiniscdf. 

The  comniittec  cannot  see  upon  what  j^'rcnind  his  father  conld  claim  liotiiity  land,  except  it  lie  as  a 
Canadian  volunteer;  and  if  that  he  the  j^'ronnd,  the  slatides  allowinji'  liounties  in  land  to  that  idass  of 
persons  have  all  hecome  obsolete,  and  it  is  very  (pieslionaMe  whether,  nmler  any  eii-eumstanees,  it  would 
comport  with  justice  or  sonnd  policy  to  revive  tliem;  1  iit  in  this  instance  the  petitioner  dors  not  hrin^' 
liiinself  within  any  of  the  acts  of  Cong'i'ess  upon  that  suliject.     Therefore — 

Jifaolved,  That  the  petitioner  is  nut  entitled  to  relief 


21sT   Co.vc.REss.]  No.    SOS.  [1st  Skssion. 

ON  AN   APPLICATION   FOR  A   tiRANT   OF    LAND    ON    ACCOl'NT   OF    POVERTY  AND    A 

NUMEROUS  FAMILY  OF  CHILDREN. 

COMJirXICATEn    TO    TItE    HOCSE    of    RErRESEN"T.\TIVE3    EEBRIARY     18,    1830. 

Mr.  Test,  from  the  Comniitteo  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Oeorge   Ray- 
mond, of  the  State  <.if  Ohio,  reported: 

The  petitioner  states  that  he  had  a  family  of  ei.n'ht  small  children  when  he  came  to  the  Str.te  of  Ohio; 
that  since  his  arrival  there  his  wife  has  had  three  at  a  birth;  that  ho  is  in  indigent  circumstances,  and 
finds  it  hard  to  maintain  his  family:  wherefore  he  ])rays  that  a  tract  of  land  may  be  granted  to  him  or  to 
his  children. 

If  poverty,  and  the  having  of  a  nnmerons  family  of  children,  constituted  a  claim  for  a  grant  of  land, 
the  petitioner's  would  seem  eijual  to  any  which  could  be  presented;  but  Congress  have  never  adopted  the 
polic\"  of  granting  lands  to  settlers  and  heads  of  families,  and  the  coirmiittee  do  not  feel  disposed  to 
change  the  course  of  policy  in  tliis  respect  at  this  time.     Therefore — 

Besolved,  That  the  jietitioner  is  not  entitled  to  relief  upon  his  petition. 


21sT  Congress.]  No.    809,  [1st  Session. 

APPLICATION  OF  MISSISSIPPI  FOR  LAND  IN  LIEU  OF  A  SIXTEENTH  SECTION  INTENDED 
FOR  SCHOOLS  AND  PATENTED  TO  AN  INDIVIDUAL. 

COMMCNTCATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENT-iTlVEg  FEERl'.^RY   22,   1830. 

To  the  honoraUe  the  Senate  and  House  rf  Bepreseritatives  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  memorial  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  respectfully  represents:  That 
whereas  it  appears  from  representations  made  to  this  legislature  that  the  law  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  appropriating  the  sixteenth  section  of  land  in  each  township  for  the  benefit  of  schools  iii 
each  and  every  county  in  thi.'i  State  has  been  inoperative  as  regards  one  section  of  land  in  the  county  of 
Lawrence;  that  a  private  individual  (William  Whitehead)  located  himself  on  the  sixteenth  section,  near 
the  town  of  Monticello,  in  Lawrence  county,  it  is  presumed  witliout  his  being  apprised  of  the  fact;  that 
some  years  after  Mr.  Whitehead  discovered  the  situation  in  which  he  was  placed,  and  drew  a  petition  to 
the  surveyor  general,  setting  forth  his  embarrassment,  and  representing  as  a  grievance  tiic  great  los.s  and 
injury  he  must  sustain  by  removing,  and  praying  that  the  sixteenth  section  might  be  located  elsewhere. 
Under  these  circumstances,  it  seems  he  was  allowed  to  enter  the  sixteenth  section,  on  which  he  had 
settled,  and  for  which  he  obtained  a  patent.  The  heirs  of  Mr.  Whitehead  have  continued  to  remain  m 
peaceable  possession  of  the  aforesaid  sixteenth  section  of  land  itmler  the  faith  and  guarantee  of  a  patent 
from  the  federal  government,  and  no  wish  or  expectation  is  entertaineil  that  they  can  or  sliould  be  di.spos- 
sessed  of  their  just  and  eijuitable  claim;  and  whereas  it  further  appears  that  no  location  of  land  has  been 
made  in  lieu  of  the  same,  thereby  depriving  the  citizens  of  the  county  of  Lawrence  of  the  1^'cnehts  that 
might  result  from  application  of  the  proceeds  as  contemplateil  by  the  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States:  wherefbre  your  memorialists  respectfully  request  that  your  honorable  bodies  pass  a  special  act 
authorizing  the  location  of  a  secticm  of  land,  in  "lieu  of  the  land  above  specified,  for  the  benefit  cit  the 
school  fund  in  the  county  of  Lawrence,  in  this  State,  or  approiiriate  in  money  the  amount  which  the 
government  of  the  United  States  received  for  the  land  aforesaid,  to  be  applied  to  the  county  and  purposes 
named  above,  whenever  you,  in  your  wisdom,  may  think  proper. 
And  your  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  &c. 
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Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  repreHentaliirs  of  the  S/ate  of  Mississippi  in  general  assembh/  convened, 
That  mil-  seiiator.s  in  Congress  be  iii.stniL-ted,  and  our  ri'pri'seiitativcs  requested,  to  use  their  best  exertions 
to  have  the  objects  of  tlie  above  meiiinrial  granted;  and  that  his  e.xeellency  the  governor  of  this  .State  be 
requested  to  forward  a  eopy  of  this  memorial  and  resolution  to  our  scnat(us  and  representatives  in 
Congress. 

JO.  DUNBAR,  Speater  of  the  Houfc  of  liepresenlatives. 
A.  M.  SCOTT,  Lieu't  Governor  and  PresH  of  the  Senate. 
Approved  January'  28,  1830. 

(JERAKD  C.  BRANDON. 


21ST  Co.VGRESS.]  Wo.     810.  [IstSeSSION. 

ON  A\  APPLICATION  TO  CHANGE  AN  ENTRY  MADE  AT  THE  LAND  OFFICE  WEST  OF 

PEARL  RIVER. 

cnsnir.viCATKn  to  thk  house  of  rei'kese.ntatives  febri'ary  '22,  1830. 

Mr.  Test,  from   the  Cnminittcc  on   Private   Land   Claims,  to  whom  was   referred   the   petition   of  William 

Burris,  of  Mississi])pi,  rep(jrtcd: 

The  petitioner  sets  forth  in  his  petition  that  on  or  about  the  year  1819  one  Edmund  Andrews,  as  his 
friend  and  agent,  entered  for  him  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  21,  township  3,  and  range  6  east,  in 
the  district  of  lands  west  of  Pearl  river.  Not  suijposing  that  any  mistake  iiad  happened,  he  went  on  to 
complete  the  iiaymont  for  the  northeast  half  of  said  quarter;  that  when  he  received  his  patent  he  found 
the  lands  he  had  purchased  were  w(jrthless,  barren,  and  useless;  wherefore  he  prays  that  he  may  be  per- 
mitted to  withdraw  liis  entry,  and  transfer  the  money  to  other  lands  Edmund  Andrews  swears  that  he 
entered  the  land  described  by  the  petitioner  as  his  friend  and  agent;  that  his  intention  was  to  have 
entered  the  northeast  quarter  of  the  said  section  instead  of  the  northwest,  and  he  really  believes  he  told 
the  register  of  the  land  office  so;  but,  he  says,  it  now  appears  that  he  was  mistaken,  or  misunderstood 
by  the  register,  for  that  the  money  appears  to  have  been  paid  on  the  northwest  quarter  instead  of  the 
northeast. 

The  committee  think  it  would  be  rather  a  dangerous  precedent  set  were  they  to  grant  the  relief 
prayed  for  by  the  petitioner.  There  appears  to  have  been  a  number  of  cases  in  which  persons  have  been 
allowed  to  withdraw  their  entries  in  consequence  of  mistakes;  but  there  appear  to  be  none  like  the 
present.  It  cannot  but  excite  surprise  how  the  petitioner  could  have  so  long  remained  ignorant  of  the 
mistake,  or,  if  sooner  discovered,  that  he  did  not  sooner  make  his  application  to  have  it  rectified.  To 
grant  relief  in  this  case  would  be  to  establish  this  principle:  that  a  person  might  CTiter  any  ijuantity  of 
land,  retain  it  in  his  possession,  and  prevent  the  government  from  selling  it  for  ten  years,  and  at  the  end 
of  that  time,  (perhaps,  too,  after  some  bettor  lands  in  the  neighborhood  should  be  brought  into  market,) 
if  he  could  procure  some  witness  to  say  there  was  a  mistake  in  the  entry,  and  the  land  not  good,  he  might 
withdraw  his  entry,  or  ratlier  surrender  his  patent,  (for  it  appears  in  this  case  he  has  received  his  patent,) 
and  receive  in  lieu  thereof  other  lands.  Our  surprise  is  still  further  excited  that  such  a  mistake  could 
happen,  or  remain  so  long  undiscovered,  when,  by  the  act  of  February  24,  1810,  it  is  made  incumbent 
upciu  the  applicant  for  the  purchase  of  a  piece  of  land  at  private  sale  to  produce  to  the  register  a  memo- 
randum in  writing,  describing  the  tract  he  proposes  to  enter  by  the  proper  number  of  the  section,  half 
section,  or  quarter,  (as  the  case  may  be,)  and  of  the  township  and  range,  with  his  name  subscribed 
thereto;  and  which  memorandum  the  register  is,  by  the  said  act,  in  duty  bound  to  file  away  and  preserve, 
and  more  especially  as  it  appears  from  the  evidence  in  the  case,  by  an  inference  obvious  and  irresistible, 
that  the  petitioner,  before  he  obtained  his  patent,  had  relinquished  one-half  of  the  quarter  and  retained 
the  other;  for  it  is  clear  he  had  in  the  first  place  entered  the  whole  quarter.  It  should  seem,  indeed,  that 
after  the  passage  of  the  act  of  February  24,  1810,  requiring  the  purchaser  to  present  a  memorandum  in 
writing,  describing  the  land  he  enters,  with  his  name  siibscribed  thereto,  and  that  of  the  act  of  May  24, 
1824,  which  provides  for  rectifying  such  mistakes,  the  necessity  of  legislation  upon  this  subject  was 
almost,  if  not  entirely,  precluded,  and  that  where  an  irremediable  mistake  should  happen  on  the  part  of 
the  purchaser  himself,  it  must  be  through  a  grossness  of  negligence  that  deserves  to  be  punished  with  the 
inconvenience  it  produces.     Therefore — 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  have  relief  upon  his  petition. 
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OX  ME.MOKIALS  OF  SIXI^RY  I^'^;TIT^TIOX.S  FOR  THE  EDUCATIOX  OF  THE  1>EAF  ANH  IM.MH 

FOR  GRAXTS  OF  LAXD. 

COSIMl-NlCATKIl  TO  TIIK  IIOISK  OK  KlU'nKSENTATIVKS   FKHRI'AIiV  '2.S.    1830. 

Ml'.  (JiiopKNOw,  from  tlic  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  refcMTeil  the  resolution  of  the  asseiiilily  of  Ohio,  and 
the  niemoiials  of  tiie  institutions  for  the  ediieation  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  in  Xew  YcM'k,  I'einisylvania, 
and  Xorth  (Airolina,  reiicn'ted: 

That,  by  estimation  from  tlie  best  data  before  us,  there  are  in  the  Fiiited  States  between  ."],(lll()  and 
ti.OOO  deaf  and  dumb  persons,  a  lar.n'e  |iro|iiirtion  of  whom  are  proliably  in  indij^-ent  circumstances,  and  must, 
in  g-reat  numbers,  in  despite  of  puldic  and  private  muniticence,  live  and  die  without  enjoyin,i;-  any  of  the 
benetits  derived  from  the  use  of  letters,  dr  e\  en  partaking-  of  the  ifreatest  blessing-s  of  social  intercourse. 

Your  C(unmittee  feel  that  they  need  not  expatiate  iipun  the  unfortunate,  the  miserable  condition  of 
these  their  benighted  fellow-beinu's,  or  upon  tin.'  claims,  tiie  undenial>le  claims,  which  their  melancholy 
state  presents  to  an  enlightened  and  niunilicent  legislature;  in.ir  need  we  descant  upon  the  insurmountable 
obstacles  which  stand  in  the  way  of  the  efficient  exercise  of  private  beneficence,  in  a  niatti'r  of  sucj]  general 
import  and  conseciuence  as  that  under  consideration,  when  unaided  and  nn]>rotected  by  public  iiatr(Piia,ge 
and  protection.  The  connnittee,  therefore,  rest  satisfied  that  they  need  only  present  to  the  llouse  the 
following  statement: 

That  there  are  institutic.ms  already  established,  on  firm  and  liberal  bases,  in  Ohio,  New  York,  I'l'nn- 
sylvania,  and  X'orth  Carolina,  for  the  education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  in  whose  hands  the  bnunty  of  the 
iiation  may  be  securely  placed,  without  the  I'ear  of  bi'ing  improvideiitly  applii/d,  cir  fraudulently  diverted 
from  its  intended  purpose. 

The  Ohio  Asylum  for  educating  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  was  incorporated  by  act  of  the  .g'eneifd  assend>lv 
in  1827,  and  has  received  from  that  State  several  aiipro]iriations  of  money  for  erecting  building's.  ]iurchasing 
lots,  &c.;  and  the  asylum  is  now  rising"  in  estimation  and  consequence,  and  r(.M|uires  oidy  pecuniary  aid  to 
become  a  respectable  and  efficient  institution. 

The  New  York  Institution  for  the  instruction  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  was  incorporated  by  an  act  nf  the 
legislature  of  that  State  in  1817,  and  has,  for  many  years,  been  in  efficient  opei'ation,  under  the  directinn 
of  a  highly  respectable  and  intelligent  board  of  directors.  The  State  of  Xew  York  has  cherishrd  this 
institution  with  a  munificent  and  enli,ghten<Ml  spirit,  having-,  in  one  instance,  ajipropriated  $10,000  to  aid 
in  the  erection  of  its  buildings,  which  are  now  completed  at  an  expense  exceeding  $30,000.  The  institution 
is  now  prepared  to  accommodate  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  mites,  thirty-twi.i  of  whom  are 
to  be  of  thi' jjoor  and  indigent,  by  the  special  limitatii'n  of  the  patrona.ge  of  the  State. 

The  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  was  incorjuirated  by  the  legislature  of  that  State 
some  years  since,  and  has  been  for  several  years  in  successful  operation.  "This  institution  contained,  at 
the  recent  report  of  the  board  of  directors  to  the  le.Lrislature  of  Penn.sylvania,  seventy-nine  pupils,  forty-three 
males,  and  thirty-six  females;  of  these  thirty-four  are  supported  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  fourteen  by 
the  St.ite  of  Maryland,  and  six  by  Xew  .Jersey;  fourteen  are  maintained  by  their  respective  jiarents  and 
friends,  and  eleven  are  dependent,  in  whole  or  in  part,  upon  the  private  funds  of  the  corporation,  arising 
from  charitable  subscriptions  or  donations."  It  is  perhaps  tnough  to  say  of  this  institution.  "  it  is  knmvn 
by  ils  fruit  if." 

"The  Xorth  Carolina  Institution  for  the  instruction  of  Deaf  and  Dumb"  was  incorporated  in  the  year 
1828  by  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  that  State.  This  institution,  althou,gh  in  its  infancy,  promises 
much  in  the  great  and  benevolent  design  of  imparting  intelligence,  and  the  power  of  interchanging  thought, 
to  those  to  whom  nature  has  denied  the  high  prerogative  of  speech,  and  only  needs  public  patronage  to 
give  it  efficiency  and  usefulness. 

Y'our  committee  are  further  advised  that  other  States  in  the  Union  have  made  liberal  appropriations 
for  the  instruction  of  indigent  deaf  and  dumb  persons;  and  some  of  them  have  established  and  endowed 
institutions  for  the  purpose  upon  ample  and  permanent  bases,  and  have  already  received  donations  from 
this  government,  while  others,  possessing  comparatively  few  in  numbers  of  such  ])ersons,  or  from  their 
situation  or  limited  resources,  have  joined  with  neighboring  States  in  the  support  and  [latronr.ge  of  the 
institutions  therein  established.  Such  is  the  case,  especially  with  Xew  Jersey  and  Maryland,  who  send 
their  deaf  and  dumb  to  Xew  York  and  Pennsylvania  for  instruction,  but  would,  as  well  as  other  States  of 
the  Union  who  have  not  already  experienced  the  munificence  of  the  general  government,  be  equally  entitled 
to  the  consideration  of  the  national  legislature  whenever  they  should  present  an  institution  to  the  public 
prepared  to  receive  and  give  efl'ect  to  the  patronage  and  bounty  of  this  g-overnment. 

Y'our  committee  would  further  remark  that  they  conceive  the  disposition  heretofore  made  of  the  public 
lands,  especially  for  literary,  scientific,  and  charitalile  purposes,  accords  with  the  most  enlightened  and 
noble  policy  of  a  great,  free,  and  affluent  people.  The  soil  we  tread,  which  daily  yields  to  man  his 
subsistence,  is  not  of  his  own  creation;  it  is  the  gift  of  the  same  Providence  which  has  sealed  the  lips  and 
closed  the  ears  of  the  mite,  who  beckons  at  your  door  for  ;r/(>/'. 

In  the  year  1819  Congress  granted  to  "the  Connecticut  Asylum  for  teaching  the  Deaf  and  Dumb"  a 
township  of  land,  or  tract  of  land  equal  thereto;  and,  in  the  year  1826,  a  like  grant  was  made  to  "the 
Kentucky  Asylum  for  teaching  the  Deaf  and  Dumb;"  and  your  committee  unanimously  recommend  the  same 
liberality  to  the  four  institutions  in  Xew  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  and  Xorth  Carolina,  as  above  described, 
and  report  herewith  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 
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21pt  CoN-GREss.]  ^'o     812.  [1st  Session. 

(J  L  A  I  M    T  0    L  A  X  ])    IN    MISSISSIPPI. 

(iiMMrNIC-ATKIl  TO  THE  HOrSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  FERRUARY  24,    1830. 

Mr.  J'ettis,  f'nnii  the  CoinniittCL'  on  I'livatc  Land  Claims,  ti>  whom  was  rel'eiTed  the  petition  of  Matthews 

Phiurnoy  and  K.  J.  Ward,  rciiorted: 

That  in  l!i2.5  the  petitioners  settled  on  and  improved  a  tract  of  land  on  Lake  Wasln'n^'-fon,  in  the  State 
of  Mississippi,  elearing  aliont  300  acres;  that  the  pnlilic  lands  in  tliis  section  of  the  country  had  not  at  that 
time  l)een  surveyed,  hut  had  been  retnrncd  as  unlit  for  cultivation.  A  number  of  persons  scttliiijj  in  that 
country,  the  !;:ovornment,  in  1S27,  caused  these  lands  to  be  surveyed;  and  the  tract  of  land  thus  improved 
fell  within  tlie  Kith  section,  and  was  therefore  reserved  from  sale  for  the  use  of  schools  witliin  the  township. 
The  inhabitants  of  tlie  township  now  join  in  the  petition  that  section  11.  in  that  township,  be  taken  in  lieu 
of  section  No.  16,  so  that  the  said  last  mentioned  section  maybe  sold  by  the  government.  The  government, 
at  the  recpiest  of  the  inhabitants,  has  reserved  from  sale  No.  11,  in  the  expectation,  it  would  seem,  that 
Congress  would  allow  the  exchange. 

The  Committee,  believing  the  ]ietition  reasonalile,  and  that  the  governient  will  lose  nothing,  report 
a  bill. 


21st  Congress.]  ^  O.    813  [1st  Session. 

ON  AN  APPLICATION  FOR  A  RENEWAL  OF  LOST  CERTIFICATES  FOR  MONEYS  PAID  AND 
FORFEITED  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES  IN  THE  PURCHASE  OF  LANDS. 

communicated  to  the  house  of  representatives  FEBRUARY  25,  1830. 

Mr.  Test,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Samuel  Wat- 
son and  George  Hoppas,  reported: 

The  petitioners  state  that  they  were  entitled  to  two  several  certificates  for  moneys  paid  and  forfeited 
to  the  United  States  on  two  certain  lots  of  land,  upon  which  they  had  taken  the  benefit  of  the  act  of  May 
23,  1828,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  the  public  lands  that  have  reverted  for  non-pay- 
ment of  the  purchase  money,"  to  wit:  one  to  Samuel  Watson  for  si.xteen  dollars,  paid  and  forfeited,  on  the 
southeast  quarter  of  section  No.  36,  in  township  6,  and  range  16,  in  the  Chilicothe  district,  purchased  the 
l"th  February,  1820;  and  one  other  certificate,  in  the  name  of  George  Hoppas,  for  the  sum  of  seventy-nine 
dollars  and  twelve  cents,  for  that  sum,  paid  and  forfeited,  on  the  niirthwest  quarter  of  section  No.  12,  in 
the  same  t(jwnship  and  range.  That  tliey  had  employed  one  Samuel  R.  Ilolcouib  to  go  to  the  said  land 
office,  to  transact  the  business  for  them,  and  procure  the  certificates  aforesaid,  which  he  did.  But  their 
said  agent  casually  lost  the  certificates,  and  never  afterwards  could  find  them;  and  they  pray  that  Con- 
gress may  pass  an  act  authorizing  the  register  of  the  land  office  to  reissue  the  certificates,  that  they  may 
reap  the  benefit  of  them,  agreeably  to  the  act  aforesaid.  Samuel  R.  Holcomb,  their  agent,  swears  to  the 
fact  of  his  having  taken  out  the  certificates  and  lost  fliem.  No  reasonable  doubtexists  in  the  mind  of  the 
committee  as  to  the  truth  of  the  stutement  contained  in  the  petition,  nor  can  they  see  any  danger  or  incon- 
venience to  the  government  to  be  apprehended  from  granting  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners.  They  there- 
fore report  a  bill  for  their  relief. 


21st  Congress.]  No.    814.  [Lst  Session. 

ON  CLALM  OF  INDEMNITY  FOR  EXPENSES  INCURRED  IN  DEFENDING  A  TITLE  TO   LAND 

DERIVED  FROM  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

communicated    to    the    house    of    representatives    FEBRUARY    25,     1830. 

Mr.  Test,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  wdiom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  widow  and 

heirs  of  Joseph  llulse,  deceased,  reported: 

The  decedent,  who  died  some  time  in  the  year  1825,  was  a  purchaser  of  the  United  States  of  lands  in 
Ohio,  situated  between  Roberts's  and  Ludlow's  lines.  A  transcript  of  a  part  of  the  record  of  the  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Ohio,  certified  by  the  clerk,  shows  that  he  was  evicted  by  the 
judgment  of  the  court  at  their  January  term  in  1819,  and  that  lie  had,  on  that  occasion,  to  pay  twenty- 
three  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents  cost;   upon  which  sum,  if  interest  be  allowed  for  eleven  years,  the 
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ap:g'rfp,"ite  sum  will  lu'  tliirty-si'voii  dulUirs  ;iii(l  iiiiii'lv-llircc  iuid  a  half  cents,  vvliicli  fho  Cdmiiiillci'  li.ivc 
alKiwofl,  bclieviiiL;'  that  11r'  present  is  a  elaiiii  clilleririf;'  in  principle  fnun  those  in  which  inter<'st  has  Ipccn 
ref'usi^il  liy  the  ji'nverrinient.  'I'he  land  which  the  decedent  was  evicti'd  iVuni  appears  to  he  a  trad  (  I'  two 
hundriHl  and  thii'tvdive  acres,  which,  among'  a  nundjerof  others,  situated  in  the  sauji'  way,  ha\e  Ijccu  \alurd 
by  persons  duly  authorized,  and  lor  the  loss  of  which  the  petitioners  will  he  indenoiilird  liy  the  hill  IVorn 
the  Senate,  reporte(l  to  the  House  liy  tliis  committee  some  time  ai;-o,  and  which  has  no|  _\c|  l.een  acted 
upon.  The  justice  of  the  claim  appears  from  the  documcjits  exhiliited  w  ith  the  petition;  the  committee 
therefore  report  a  lull. 


21st  Cont.rkss.1  No.    815.  [Isr  Skssion. 

ON  CLAIM  OF  INDEMNrrV  FOI!  LAND  l'ATK\TKl»  WHICH  WAS  TAKEN  LV  AN  OLDKR  I'ATLNT. 

coMMrNuuTKLi  TO  TUK  iioisH  oi'  RKiT.KSF.srATivKs  iT.r.nr.ua'  2ti,  ISIiO. 

Mr.  Cl.w,  from  the  Counnittee  on    I'ulilic    Lands,  to  whom  was    refeircd   the  petition  of  Timothy  Kislev, 

reporteil: 

The  petitioner  claims  to  he  indemnified  for  the  defective  title  to  a  (pnintity  of  land,  estimated  to  he 
one  hundred  acres,  patented  to  him  on  the  8th  Septemher,  1814,  as  the  assij^-iiee  fif  Zachariah  Sherwood,  a 
revolutionary  soldier,  and  located  in  Licking-  county,  Oliio,  on  the  e-nuuid  that  the  United  States,  before 
g-ranting-  his  patent,  had  granted  the  same  land,  on  the  12th  January,  1801,  to  an(jther  person.  This  was 
not  known  to  the  ]ietiti(Uier  till  18'2(>;  prior  to  wliich  time  he  had  paid  the  taxes,  and  been  at  other  expenses 
on  account  of  said  land,  and  defentling  what  iie  conceived  to  be  his  title  to  the  sanie,  amounting-  in  all, 
including-  what  lie  paid  for  the  warrant,  to  the  sum  of  $346,  besides  liis  time  spent  in  the  busiiH-ss. 

These  facts  are  satisfacttu-ily  proved  to  the  C(jniniittee;  and,  inasmuch  as  they  are  further  satisfied 
that  this  land,  wdiicli  has  been  taken  from  him  under  a  previous  grant,  is  now  worth  much  more  than  it 
was  when  the  L^nited  States  patented  it  to  him,  and  the  rcsidu<'  of  the  military  lands  on  which  any  new 
warrant  must  be  satisfied  are  now  of  a  very  inferior  cpiality,  the  best  selections  having  been  already 
made,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  he  ought  to  receive  a  new  warrant  for  double  the  quantity  con- 
tained in  the  defective  patent  aforesaid  as  an  indemnity  for  the  loss  he  has  sustained;  and  therefore  report 
a  bill  for  his  relief. 


2  1st  Congress.]  No.    816.  [Lst  SESsio>f. 

APPLICATION  OF  INDIANA  FOR  OTHER  LANDS  IN  LIEU  OF  ALTERNATE  SECTIONS 
GRANTED  FOR  CANALS,  WHICH  HAVE  BEEN  TAKEN  BY  INDIAN  RESERVATIONS  AND 
GRANTS  TO  INDIVIDUALS  LOCATED  THEREON. 

COMMUNIC.WED    TO    THE    SEX.\TE    M.VRCII    1,    1830. 
A  JOINT  RESOLUTION  on  tlie  subject  of  canal  lands  donated  to  Indiana  by  Consvess. 

Whereas  the  board  of  canal  commissioners  of  Indiana  reiiresent,  in  their  report  of  this  year,  to  this 
general  assembly,  that,  by  a  division  and  selection  of  the  alternate  sections  of  land  on  the  margin  of  the 
Wabash  and  Erie  canal  route  within  our  boundaries,  in  conformity  to  an  act  of  Congress  approved  March 
2,  182",  and  it  has  become  known  that  eleven  thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy-eight  acres  and  sev(_-iity- 
eig-lit  hundredths  iiave  been  sold,  and  fourteen  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety  acres  have  been  perma- 
nentl3^  reserved  by  treaty  to  individuals,  and  three  thousand  three  iiundred  and  sixty  acres  have  been 
located  by  individual  grants  since  the  passage  of  said  act  granting  the  alternate  sections  as  aforesaid  to 
this  State,  and  that  one  hundred  and  fortj'-three  sections  of  the  land  donated  by  said  act  is  found  within 
Indian  reservations  whose  claim  is  not  yet  extinguished — all  of  which  would  have  otherwise  become  State 
lands:  Therefore — 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  Slale  of  Indiana,  That  our  senators  in  Congress  be  instructed, 
and  our  representatives  requested,  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  to  vest  in  this  State  a  quantity  of  land 
equal  to  the  quantity  sold  and  disposed  of  as  aforesaid,  to  be  selected  by  our  canal  commissifmers  from 
the  alternate  sections  reserved  to  the  United  States  in  the  division  made  under  the  act  of  Congress  before 
the  said  reserved  lands  be  offered  for  sale,  and  to  adopt  such  measures  in  regard  to  the  donated  sections, 
now  in  the  Miami  reservations,  as  may  be  deemed  most  advisable  to  secure  to  us  the  use  and  possession 
of  the  same  at  as  early  a  period  as  possible. 

Be  it  further  resolied,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution 
to  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress. 

ROSS  S.MILEY,  Speaker  of  the  Buuse  of  Eej)resentatires. 
MILTON  STAi'P,  Frusident  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  January  2".',  1830. 

J.  BROWN  RAY. 
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2  1st  Coxgress.]  No.  817.  [1st  Session. 

APPLICATION  OF  MISSISSIPI'I  FOR  LAND  IN  LIEU  OF  A  SIXTEENTH  SECTION  INTENDED 
FOR  SCHOOLS,  AND  LOCATED  UPON  HY  AN  INDIVIDUAL. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE  MARCH    1,   1830. 
MEMORIAL  of  tlie  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

Til  the  hoiioralili-'  tin'  Srnalt'  and  House  of  liepresentatives  uf  the  United  Slates  in  Congress  asscmUed: 

The  meinoii;il  of  the  j?cneral  assembly  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  respectfull3'  represents;  Tiiat 
whereas  it  appear.s  from  representations  made  to  tliis  legislature  that  the  law  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  appropriating  tlie  sixteentii  section  of  land  in  eacli  township  for  the  benefit  of  schools  in 
each  and  every  count_y  in  thi.s  State  has  been  inoperative  as  regards  one  section  of  land  in  the  county  of 
Lawrence  ;  tiiat  a  private  individual  (William  Wiiiteiiead)  located  himself  on  tlie  si.xteentli  section  near 
the  tt)wn  of  .Monticclhi,  in  Lawrence  county,  it  is  presumed  without  his  being  apprised  of  the  fact  ;  that 
some  j'cars  after  Mi-.  Whitehead  discovered  the  situation  in  which  he  was  ];)laced,  and  drew  a  petition  to 
the  surveyor  general,  setting  forth  his  embarrassment,  and  representing  as  a  grievance  tlie  great  loss  and 
injury  he  must  sustain  by  removing,  and  praying  that  tiie  sixteentii  section  might  be  located  elsewhere. 
Under  tiiese  circumstances,  it  seems  he  was  allowed  to  enter  the  .sixteentii  section  on  which  he  had  settled, 
and  for  which  he  iibtained  a  patent.  The  heirs  of  Mr.-Wliitehead  have  continued  to  remain  in  peaceable 
possession  of  the  aforesaid  sixteenth  section  vf  land  under  the  faith  and  guarantee  of  a  patent  from  the 
federal  government,  and  no  wish  or  exiiectation  is  entertained  that  they  can  or  should  be  dispossessed 
of  their  just  and  equitable  claim  ;  and  whereas  it  further  appears  that  no  location  of  land  has  been  made 
in  lieu  of  the  same,  thereby  depriving  the  citizens  of  the  county  of  Lawrence  of  the  benefits  that  might 
result  from  the  apiilication  of  the  proceeds  as  contemplated  by  the  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States : 
wherefore  your  memorialists  respectfully  request  that  your  honorable  bodies  pass  a  special  act  author- 
izing the  location  of  a  section  of  land  in  lieu  of  the  land  above  specified,  for  the  benefit  of  the  school  fund 
in  the  county  of  Lawrence,  in  this  State,  or  appropriate  in  money  the  amount  which  the  government  of 
the  United  States  received  for  the  land  aforesaid,  to  be  applied  to  the  county  and  purposes  named  above, 
whichever  you,  in  y(jur  wisdom,  ma}-  think  propt  r.     And  your  memorialists,  as  in  dut}'  bound,  &c. 

Resolix'd  bij  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  in  general  assembly  con- 
vened, That  our  senators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  our  representative  requested,  to  use  their  best 
exertions  to  have  the  objects  of  the  above  memorial  granted;  and  that  his  excellencj'  the  governor  of  this 
State  be  requested  to  forward  a  copy  of  this  memorial  and  resolution  to  our  senators  and  representative  in 
Congress. 

JO.  DUNBAR,  Speaker  of  tlie  House  of  Representatives. 

A.  M.  SCOTT,  Lieutenant  Governor  and  President  of  tlie  Senate. 


Approved  January  28,  1830. 


GERARD  C.  BRANDON. 


2  1st  Congress.  ^o.    818.  [1st  Session. 

APPLICATION    OF    INDIANA  TO   BE   ALLOWED   TO    SELL   THE   SALINES  IN  THAT   STATE, 

AND  TO  DISPOSE  OF  TIIE  PROCEEDS. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    MARCH    2,    1830. 

MEMORIAL  of  tlie  general  assembly  of  the  Ktate  of  Indiana  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  saline 

reserves. 

The  legislature  of  the  State  of  Indiana  would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  situa- 
tion of  some  of  the  saline  lands  for  working  salt  springs  in  this  State,  set  apart  for  that  purpose  bj-  an  act 
of  Congress  of  April  19,  1816,  and  which  were  not  embraced  in  a  former  memorial  of  the  last  session  of 
the  general  assembly,  approved  January  23,  1829,  to  wit:  Section  15,  township  2  north,  and  section  28, 
township  3  north,  of  range  4  east,  in  the  Jelfersonville  land  district;  and  also  the  west  half  and  northeast 
quarter  of  section  30,  township  6,  range  I,  west  of  a  meridian  line  drawn  from  the  mouth  of  the  great 
Miami  river,  in  the  Cincinnati  land  district,  together  with  all  other  lands  reserved  for  similar  purposes. 
As  these  lands  have  failed  to  answer  the  end  designed  by  the  United  States  in  granting  the  same  to  the 
State,  and  are  rapidly  deteriorating  in  value  on  account  of  the  numerous  tresjiasses  and  waste  committed 
upon  them  without  accountability;  and  as  the  soil  is  desired  for  cultivation,  and  as  the  proceeds  (if 
said  lands  were  sold)  might  be  appropriated  to  some  usefiiPend,  we,  therefore,  would  respectfully  request 
Congress  to  authorize  the  sale  of  the  same  by  the  State,  and  tlie  application  of  the  proceeds  thereof  for 
sonic  useful  purpose.     Therefore — 

Resolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  Stale  of  Indiana,  That  our  senatcirs  in  Congress  be  instructed, 
and  our  representatives  be  requested,  to  use  their  exertions  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing 
the  State  of  Indiana  to  sell  said  lands,  and  to  use  the  proceeds  at  pleasure. 

Resolved  further,  That  the  governor  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  memorial  to  each  of  our  members 
in  Congress. 

ROSS  SMILEY,  SpeaLer  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
MILTON  STAPP,  President  <:f  the  Senate. 

Approved,  January  18,  1830. 

J.  BROWN  RAY. 
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'21sr  Cu.NcaiKss.J  No.    .Si''.  [l.sr  Skssiun. 

ON  APPLK'A'l'lON   roi;   iU)r\TV  LAND  1!V  A  SOLOlKi;  WHO  HAD  OUTAINKD  A  SrHS'l'ITI'TK. 

CdMMLNU  ATKIl    To    TIIK.    llol>-K    nl     I;K,1'RK.S1;N  lAfl  VKS  M\l:(  II    'l,    IS'.',{). 

Mr.    Xli-Kdl.l.s,   IVdiu   tlir  Coiiiiiiitti'C  (111    Private  Laiiil   Claiiiis,   t(i  wlimii  was   rcfrricil   tlic   |ii'tilinii   (jf  Ani- 

luosc   Iluclg'ins,  of  Alaliania,  irpdrtcd: 

Tiiat  till'  |)(.'tili(iii('r  ic|ircscuts  hiinsclf  to  have  liccii  a  private  soldier  in  the  reg'ular  aniiv  in  the  late 
war,  ami  pravs  ('oii,t;'ress  to  t;'rant  him  a  small  traet  of  land  set  forth  in  his  petition  in  consideration  i^f  his 
services. 

It  appears  from  the  jietitioncr's  own  sliowiuj;'  that,  liefore  the  expiration  of  the  lirsl  fonr  yi.'ars  of  his 
term  of  enlistment,  he  employeil  a  substitute,  who,  before  he  had  served  out  the  term  for  wliich  his  princi- 
pal liad  undertaken  to  serve,  deserted  and  left  the  army. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  this  case  presents  no  j^-round  lor  the  favorable  consideration  of 
Con.n'ress.  The  principal,  lIudLcins,  in  employing-  a  substitute,  became  I'ully  responsible  for  all  his  actions 
so  far  as  pay,  bounty,  or  emoluments  were  concerned,  and  must  therefore,  in  these  respects,  abide  the  con- 
sequences of  his  desertion.  To  establish  a  dilVercnt  rule,  would  be  ))roductive  of  insubordination,  deser- 
tion, and  other  evils  materially  alTecting  the  discipline  and  well-being  of  the  army.  They  therefore 
recommend  that  the  ju'ayi'r  of  the  jietitioner  be  not  granted. 


21sT  Congress.]  No.  820.  [1st  Session. 


CLAIMS    TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COMMfNlC.WED  TO  THE   HOUSK    OE  RKI'IIESEXT.VTIVES  MAltCH  2,    LS30, 

Mr.  NfCKOLLS,  from  tlie  t.'ommittee  vn  Private   Land  (.'laims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  and  docu- 
ments of  John  F.  Girod,  of  Louisiana,  reported: 

That  the  petitioner  sets  forth  that,  in  the  year  1804,  he  removed  to  aiid  settled  in  the  pari.sh  ol 
Ouachita,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and,  by  puri-liase  from  ditlerent  individuals  claiming  under  the  Spanish 
government,  acquired  title  to,  settled  on,  and  commenced  cnltivating-  a  tract  of  land  in  said  parish,  rep- 
resented on  the  accompanying'  map  by  the  letters  A  and  B  B,  and  that  lie  has  continued  to  reside  on  and 
cultivate  the  same  from  liis  settlement  in  1804  to  the  present  time.  lie  further  sets  forth  that  the  United 
States  commissi(mcrs  for  settlement  of  land  claims  in  Louisiana  gave  him  certificates  of  confirmation  for 
the  part  of  said  tract  marked  A,  having  a  front  of  19  arpents  bj'  tiO  deep.  He  now  claims  the  jiart  B  B, 
on  the  grounds,  1st,  that  by  the  Spanish  law  the  front  B  B  belonged  to  the  tract  A,  as  indemnity  for  the 
low  and  untillable  land  usually  to  be  met  with  in  running  40  arpents  back;  and  2d,  that  the  said  part 
B  B  was  conceded  by  the  Spanish  government  to  Louis  Radius,  under  whom  he  claims,  in  17',>8,  and  had 
been  in  possession  by  said  Radius  up  to  1S04,  and  of  the  ])etitioner,  who  claims  under  him,  ever  since. 

In  support  of  the  first  ground  is  the  affidavit  of  one  A,  Briard,  who  is  proven  by  the  official  certifi- 
cate of  the  parish  judge  to  be  well  known  to  him,  who,  besides  other  facts,  swears  that  such  was  the 
Spanish  law  on  that  subject. 

In  support  of  the  second  ground,  tlie  said  P>riard.  who  was  syndic  ibr  the  parish,  swears  that,  when 
he  removed  to  the  parish  in  1199,  he  Ibund  Louis  Radius,  under  whom  petitioner  claims,  in  possession  of  a 
point  of  land,  which  the  commandant  told  him  (Briard)  had  been  given  to  Radius,  on  cimdition  of  his 
making  a  bridge,  road,  and  levee  on  that  point  to  prevent  dangerous  inundations  of  the  Ouachita  river; 
and  that,  in  18(.U  or  1802,  the  commandant  ordered  him,  (Briard)  as  syndic  to  see  if  the  levees  in  his  dis- 
trict were  made;  and  on  the  report  of  the  syndic,  that  they  were  not  in  order,  Radius  was  compelled  to 
comply  with  the  conditions  annexed  to  the  g'ift  or  concession. 

jir.  H.  Bry,  register  and  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Ouachita,  also  certifies  that,  in  1803,  he  saw 
Radius  in  possession  of  the  land,  and  understood  that  he  held  it  as  a  grant  from  the  Spanish  government 
on  condition  of  making  a  road  and  levee  as  above  set  forth.  He  further  says  that,  in  1804,  one  Choll,  and 
Girod,  the  petitioner,  biuight  this  land  from  Radius;  that  Choll  died,  leaving  Girod,  the  petitioner,  sole 
owner  of  this  land,  which  he  has  continued  to  occupy  and  cultivate  ever  since. 

Three  fractional  quarter  sections,  containing  260.71  acres  of  this  land,  was  sold  as  public  land,  in 
1829,  in  consequence  of  Girod  not  presenting  his  claim,  and  the  evidence  in  support  of  it,  to  the  commis- 
sioners for  settlement  and  confirmation,  whereby  it  appeared  to  be  public  land,  and  subject  to  sale.  The 
land  thus  sold  was  bought  by  one  Ilemkin,  (agent  for  Girod,)  wdio,  at  the  time  of  the  sale,  claimed  it  as 
the  land  of  his  principal,  and  reserved  the  privilege  of  showing  cause  why  the  money  paid  lor  saiJ  land 
should  not  be  returned  to  Girod. 

The  committee,  entertaining  the  opinion  that,  if  the  evidence  now  presented  to  them  had  been  be- 
fore the  commissioners  for  settlement  of  land  claims  in  Louisiana,  they  could  not  have  refused  a  certificate 
of  confirmation  for  the  part  B  B,  which  petitioner  now  asks,  and  that  the  monoy  paid  by  Hemkin,  as  agent, 
cannot  honestly  be  retained,  nor  that  due  collected  without  oppression  on  the  part  of  the  government, 
respectfully  report  a  bill  for  petitioner's  relief. 

VOL.  n 20  E 
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:ilsT  (JoxciHEss.  I  No.    821.  [1st  Session- 


CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN     L  0  l' I  S  I  A  N  A  . 

COMMrXlCATEI)  Til  THE  HOISE  OF  UEPRESE.NTATIVES  MARlTI  2,    18^0. 

Mr.  Tej^t,  (Voiii  tlie  Cniiiiuittee  on  rrivatc;  Land  (/lainiH,  to  wtioni  was  relbrred  the  petition  of  Jean  Friij^^e, 
i-lainiing-  one  thousanil  arpents  of  hand  in  Opelnnsas,  in  Louisiana,  reported: 

That  they  iiave  exainiiu'd  liis  case  witii  nineli  diligence,  and  witli  a  view  to  do  liini  the  most  ample 
justice,  lie  states  in  his  petition  tliat  he  is  in  possession  oi'  a  piece  of  land  in  the  county  of  Opelousas, 
in  Louisiana,  situate  in  Mallet's  wood.s,  in  the  [irairie  of  Bayou  des  Cannes,  containing  one  thousand 
superficial  arpents  of  land;  that  tlic  same  has  been  inhaliitcd  and  cultivated  by  himself  since  1800  or  1801, 
and  previously  by  his  vendor  since  1198  or  1709;  that  lie  filed  his  notice  under  the  act  of  February  27, 
1813,  with  the  register  of  the  land  ollice  at  Opelousas,  to  be  laid  before  the  commissioners  for  examining 
into  private  land  claims  in  that  ])art  of  the  country;  that  notwithstanding  he  proved  to  the  said  commis- 
sioners the  occupancj'  and  cultivation  beyond  all  reasonable  doubt,  j'et  thej'  rejected  his  claim,  on  the 
ground  that  the  transfer  was  not  made  to  him  in  due  form  by  the  original  occupant,  Ilonaquine;  and  he 
asks  Congress  to  confirm  him  in  the  title.  On  examining  the  report  of  the  commissioners  in  the  case,  it 
appears  that  there  was  no  exception  taken  to  the  evidence,  and  which  the  committee,  indeed,  believe  to 
be  unexceptionable.  They  say  "it  appears  b_y  the  evidence  of  William  Hay,  taken  November  1,  1815, 
that  the  land  had  been  inhabited  and  cultivated  for  sixteen  consecutive  years  preceding  that  date,  first  by 
Ilonaquine,  who  sold  it  to  the  present  claimant  about  fourteen  years  previous  thereto,  but  did  not  pass  a 
sale  (except  by  private  deed)  until  within  four  or  five  years  before  that  time."  The  commissioners,  in 
rejecting  the  claim,  give  the  following  reasons  for  so  doing:  they  say  "he  ought  to  have  produc^'d  an 
authentic  deed  of  sale  from  the  previous  occupant;  that  it  does  not  follow  that  because  a  person  occupied 
a  tract  of  land  in  time  to  entitle  him  to  a  donation,  but  abandons  his  claim  thereto,  that  another  person 
has  a  right  to  avail  himself  of  that  settlement,  and  claim  the  land  in  consequence  thereof,  without  showing 
a  legal  transfer  from  the  original  occupant."  The  committee  have  no  doubt  of  the  correctness  of  the 
commissioners'  reasoning,  but  thej'  do  not  think  it  applies  to  the  present  case.  The  transfer  appears  to 
be  honcstl_y  and  fairly  made  from  Ilonaquine  to  the  petitioner,  as  evidenced  by  a  private  deed  of  sale,  (as 
they  call  it,)  wliicli,  although  not  strictly  amounting  to  a  legal  title,  yet  very  clearly  shows  an  equitable 
one,  and  such  an  one  as  the  committee  think  would  have  entitled  him  to  a  confirmation  of  a  donation, 
especially,  too,  as  the  claimant  and  his  vendor  had  been  in  actual  possession,  inhabiting,  and  cultivating  the 
premises  for  sixteen  consecutive  years  previous  to  181.'),  or,  in  other  words,  by  his  venilor  as  far  back  as  1199, 
and  the  petitioner  hinisfdf  from  1803  or  1804.  And  the  iietitioner,  in  order  to  strengthen  his  claim,  now 
[iroduces  a  regular  deed  of  the  premises  from  the  original  occupant  to  himself,  duly  acknowledged  and 
recorded  liy  the  judge  of  the  iiarish  in  which  the  land  lies.  But  another  question  is  raised  by  the  claimant 
in  this  case.  He  claims  a  thousand  superlicial  ar|;ients  of  land,  and  relies  solely  for  hi.s  title  upon  his 
vendors  and  his  own  habitation  and  cultivation.  The  committee  have  looked  into  not  only  the  acts  of 
Congress,  but  the  Spanish  regulations,  and  they  cannot  find  in  any  case  where  the  mere  habitation  and 
cultivation  by  an  individual  have  ever  entitled  him  to  a  donation  for  more  than  eight  hundred  arpents, 
which  is  equal  to  si.x  hundred  and  eighty  acres  and  a  half  only;  if  he  claimed  any  additional  quantity, 
he  ought  to  show  some  record  evidence  to  support  it.  But  none  such  appearing',  the  act  of  Congress 
restricting  the  donation  to  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  and  the  committee  not  discovering  anything  in 
the  case  to  induce  them  to  depart  from  the  usual  course,  are  disposed  to  grant  him  a  donation  for  the 
quantity  of  land  allowed  by  the  acts  of  C'ongress  They  therefore  report  a  bill  confirming  to  him  a  title 
for  six  liundred  and  forty  acres. 


•2  1st  Congress.  ]  No.    822.  [1st  Session. 


ON  AN  APPLICATION  FOR  COMPENSATION  FOR  DEFICIENCY  IN  THE  QUANTITY  OF  LAND 

PURCHASED  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

COMMUNIC.WED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  KEI'RESE.XTATIVES  MARCH  2,  1830. 

Mr.  linix,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  House  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making-  compensation  to  William  Henry  for  the  deficiency  in  the 
quantity  of  a  tract  of  land  by  liiin  purchased  of  the  United  States  at  the  land  office  at  Jeft'ersonville, 
in  the  State  of  Indiana,  reported: 

That,  on  the  19th  day  of  October,  1820,  William  Henry  purchased  of  the  United  States,  at  the 
JefTersonvillc  land  office,  for  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  the  south  half  of  fractional  section 
six,  in  township  seven  north,  of  range  eight  east,  containing  235  acres  and  fifteen  hundredths  of  an  acre, 
and  received  a  patent  therefor  dated  the  llth  day  of  December,  1821.  Mr.  Henry  now  alleges  that  this 
tract  of  land  contains  only  197  acres  and  one  rod,  and  claims  compensation  for  the  deficiency. 

To  prove  this  deficiency,  a  survey  made  by  the  county  surveyor  of  Jennings  county,  in  Indiana, 
supported  by  his  aflidavit,  is  relied  upon  by  the  petitioner.  The  surveyor  makes  the  contents  of  the  half 
section  to  be  197  acres  and  one  rod. 


1830.]  APl'LICA'riON    K  i:  S  1' K  (^  T  1  \  ( ;    SCHOOL    LANDS. 


By  a  cninpafisdii  of  tlii.s  siivvcy  widi  the  rooord.s  of  tlio  nrij;'inal  snrvi\v.  Ilio  cniiiiuillrc  iire  satisfictl 
that  the  .survcj-  iikhIo  by  the  c-mmty  surveyor  is  iiu-oncct.  Tlio  IVactimial  srrliuii,  nf  wliirli  Henry's  laml 
was  a  part,  was  caused  bv  wliat  is  called  the  ■'hi  liMinnhii\-  line.  'I'iie  n.i  llie:ist  earner  nl'  this  halt  sect  ion. 
bv  the  original  survey,  is  six  chains  and  se\enty-se\  en  links  n^irth  nt  ihe  njd  liniindarv  line.  The  eeunty 
siirvej'or  placed  this  corner  on  the  old  boundary  line,  iliereny  actually  lakin;.;'  I'r.nn  the  nuiih  pari  lif  the 
half  section  six  chains  and  seventy-seven  links,  \vhich,  if  a  like  mistake  was  made  at  the  iKaihwest  cerner, 
shows  that  the  half  section  contain.?  more  than  tlie  ([nantity  expressed  in  the  patcMit. 

The  act  of  Cong'ress  of  May  llS,  1790,  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  northwest  of  the  river  Ohin  .-md  alMi\i- 
the  mnuth  of  the  Kentucky  river,  made  it  the  duty  nf  the  ile[)iity  surveyors  fn  cause  te  be  niaiked  eu  a 
tree,  near  each  corner  and  within  the  sectien,  the  niunlier  ni'  the  section  and  township;  and  they  were  also 
required  to  note  in  their  lield-books  the  mimes  of  the  curiu'r  lives  marked.  Hy  an  act  ef  February  11, 
1805,  concerning-  the  mode  of  surveying  the  public  lands  of  the  I'luted  States,  it  is  provided  that  the 
boundaries  and  contents  of  the  several  .sections,  half  sections,  iind  rpiarter  sections,  shall  bi^  ascertained 
in  ciiidbrniity  with  the  following  jiriuciides: 

1st.  All  the  corners  marked  in  the  surveys  returncil  by  tlii'  surveyor  general  shall  he  established  us 
the  propo-  corners  of  sedions  and  suhdidsions  of  sections,  which  they  were  inteiuled  to  designate;  and  the 
corners  of  half  and  quarter  sections  not  marked  in  said  surveys  shall  be  placed  as  nearly  as  possible 
equidistant  from  those  two  corners  which  stand  on  the  same  line. 

2d.  T'he  boundary  lines  actually  run  and  marked  in  the  surveys  returned  shall  be  established  as  the 
proper  boundary  lines  of  the  sections  or  subdivisions  for  which  they  were  intended:  and  the  length  of 
sucli  lines  as  returned  by  the  surveyor  general  sliall  he  held  and  considered  as  the  true  length  therenf:  and 
the  boundary  lines  which  shall  not  have  been  actually  run  and  marked  as  aforesaid  shall  be  ascertaineil 
by  running  straight  lines  from  the  established  corners  to  the  opposite  corresponding  corners. 

3d.  Each  section  or  subdivision  of  section,  the  contents  whereof  shall  have  been  rcturneil  by  the 
surveyor  general,  shall  be  held  and  considered  as  containing  the  exact  qnantil)/  expressed  in  the  return; 
and  the  half  sections  and  (juartcr  sections,  the  contents  whereof  shall  not  have  been  thus  returned,  shall 
be  held  and  considered  as  containing  the  (Uicdialf.  or  the  one-fourth,  respectively,  of  the  returned  contents 
of  the  section  of  which  they  make  part. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  the  corners  made  by  deputy  surveyors,  and  noted  in  their 
respective  field-books,  became  fixed  boundaries,  and  cannot  be  changed,  if  an  inequality  is  thereby  ])roduced 
in  sections,  half  sections,  or  cjuarter  sections.  In  tlie  instance  befi.ire  the  committee,  the  difficult}'  has 
been  produced  by  a  departure  from  this  rule. 

The  sales  of  tlie  public  lands  have  been  made  with  a  knowledge  of  existing  laws  by  the  purchasers, 
and  it  was  universally  understood  that  the  jiurchaser  had  no  claim  on  the  government  if  the  tract  purchased 
did  not  contain  the  quantity  expressed  in  the  return  to  the  surveyor  general.  The  chance  of  getting  jnore 
or  less  was  equal,  and  he  ran  the  risk.  Heretofore  little  or  no  discontent  has  prevailed  on  this  subject; 
but  if  the  door  is  once  opened,  and  a  compensation  made  fur  a  deficiency,  it  is  difficult  to  tell  when  or 
where  it  will  end.  The  committee  would  be  unwilling,  if  the  deficiency  did  exist,  to  complj^  with  the 
request  of  the  petitioner,  as  it  woidd  be  the  means  of  producing  discontent,  and  of  innumerable  applications 
to  Congress  for  a  like  compensation;  they  therefore  ask  to  ho  discharged  from  tlie  further  consideration  of 
the  subject. 


2  1st  Congress.]  No.  823.  [1st  Sessio.n-. 

APPLICATION    OF    IXDl.VX.V,  1!ESPE('TIX<t    SCHOOL    L.VNHS    IN    THAT    STATE. 

COMMU.VIC.^TED    TO    THE    SEX.\TE    M.MU.H    o,     1830. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent  at  ices  of  tlie  United  Slates  in  Congress  assendiled  : 

Your  memorialists,  the  general  as.sembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  respectfully  represent:  Thatin 
many  instances  the  inhabitants  of  military  districts,  reserved  townships,  and  such  fractional  townships 
as  have  the  sixteenth  secti(Ui  destroyed  by  water-courses  running  through  theiii,  are  deprived  of  the 
advantages  of  a  section  for  school  purposes,  to  which  they  would  otherwise  be  entitled. 

Your  memorialists  are  aware  that  under  the  provisions  of  an  act  ot'  Congress  entitled  ''An  act  to 
appropriate  lands  for  the  support  of  schools  in  certain  townships  and  fractional  townsliips  not  before 
provided  for,"  approved  May  20.  1826,  it  is  provided  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  select  lands, 
in  lieu  of  those  to  which  such  townships  or  fractional  townships  were  entitled,  out  of  any  unappropriated 
public  lauds  jvithin  the  land  district  where  the  township  for  which  any  tract  is  solicited  may  be  situated; 
but  this  provision,  your  memorialists  humbly  conceive,  is  of  but  little  advantage  to  the  inhabitants  iiifer- 
ested.  Your  memorialists  would  remind  your  honorable  body  that  the  land  districts  out  of  which  it  is 
made  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  select  the  tra^cts  intended  for  the  benefit  of  the  destitute 
townships  haVe  generally  been  in  the  market  for  ten  or  fifteen  years  past,  aini  that  all  the  good  lands 
within  their  boundaries  have  long  since  been  taken  up  by  purcliasers  at  the  United  States  land  offices. 

Your  memorialists  therefore  pray  that  Congress  will  pass  an  act  authorizing  the  registers  of  the  land 
offices  in  the  several  land  districts'  in  this  State  where  any  district,  township,  or  fractional  township  of 
land  shall  be  situated,  and  shall  be  destitute  of  the  sixteenth  section  aforesaid,  to  issue  scrip  to  the  inhab- 
itants of  such  district  or  township,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  for  each  acre  of  land,  to 
which  by  the  laws  of  Congress  they  are  entitled,  and  also  tliat  the  same  provisions  may  be  extended  to 
each  and  every  township  in  our  Slate  where  the  sixteeuth  secfion  will  not  sell  for  one  dollar  ami  twenty- 
five  cents  per  acre. 
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Brsoh-ed,  That  our  senators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  our  i-eprcsentatives  requested,  to  use 
their  best  endeavors  to  procure  tiie  passag-e  of  the  act  aforesaid;  and  that  his  excellency  the  governor  be 
requested  to  forward  t"  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress  a  copy  of  the  foregoing- 
menu  irial. 

ROS.S  SMILEY,  Speaker  of  the  House  cf  Representatives. 
MILTON  ."^TAPP,  President  of  the  Senate. 
Approved  Januarv  2.5,  1830. 

J.  BROWN  RAY. 


21ST    CoNGRKSS.l  No.     824.  [1st    SeSSION. 


ON    (i  K  A  N  T  I  N  G    LAND   TO    A    C  A  N  A  D  I  A  N    REFUGEE. 

COMMl'.MCATKri  TO  THE  HOUSF,  OK  REPRESENTATIVES  MARCH  3,    1830. 

Mr.  Sterigere,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land   Claims,  to   wiiom   were  referred   the   petition  of  Dr. 
Eliakim  Crosby,  and  the  accompanying  documents,  reported: 

That   they  have  carefidiy  examined  the  testimony  in   this   case,  which  is   of  the  most  ample  and 
respectalile  character,  and  find  that  it  is  conclusively  ]iroveii  that  the  petitioner  emigrated  from  Litchfield, 
Connecticut,  in  1804,  to  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  and  settled  in  Londrm  district,  in  said  province. 
That  ho  had  been  extensively  engaged  in  the  line  of  his  profession  and  in  agricultural  and  mercantile 
])ursuits  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of    1812  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  when 
he  had  accumulated  real  estate  of  various  kinds  of  more  than  $10,000  in  value,  besides  personal  property 
of  perhaps  an  equal  amount,  and  had  sustained  the  most  unblemished  reputation.     He  was  known  to  be 
attached  to  the  institutions,  government,  and  people  of  the  United   States,  and,  after  the  war,  became  an 
object  of  suspicion  to  tiie  British  agents  in  the  province.     He  knew  that  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Great 
Britain  would  be  tendered  to  him,  and  that  a  refusal  to  take  it  would  subject  his  property  to  confiscation, 
and  himself  to  imprisonment,  and  his  family  to  distress.     Under  these  circumstances,  his  native  country 
could  not  have  looked  for  the  sacrifices  he  made.     If  ho  had  permitted  no  regard  for  his  native  country  to 
influence  him,  he  might  have  remained  with  his  familj' in   affluence   and  comfort;  but,  influenced  by  the 
most  patriotic  motives,  and  relying-  on  the  protection  of  his  country,  which  he  conceived  was  held  out  to 
him  by  General  Hull's  proclamation,  he  determined  to  abandon  his  home  and  his  valuable  property  and 
espouse  the  American  cause;  and,  accordinglj',  with  his  family  in  a  destitute  condition,  having  nothing 
but  their  clothing  and  a  little  bedding,  crossed  the  lines  and  joined  the  American  army  early  in  the  year 
1814.     He  was  soon  after  appointed  a  surgeon  to  a  corps  of  Canadian  volunteers,  in  which  he  served  to 
the  end  of  the  war.     When  he  left  Canada  he  was  largely  engaged  in  his  profession  and  in  mercantile 
business,  was  the  owner  of  several  tracts  of  land  with   improvements,  of  a  valuable  distillery,   two 
taverns,  and  three-fourth  parts  of  a  very  valuable  fiour-mill   and   saw-mill  on  Patterson  crock,  seven  or 
eight  miles  from  Lake  Erie,  and  other  real  and  personal  estate,  all  of  which,  on  his  going  to  tlie  United 
States,  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  agent  of  the  British  government  and  confiscated,  pursuant'to 
the  84th   George  III,  and  himself  declared  a  traitor  for  having  joined  the  American  army.     The  flour- 
niill   was  in  the  possession  of  a  British  force,  and  principally  supplied  the  British  army  in  that  (piarter 
with  flour  till  November,  1814,  when  it  was  destroj-ed  by  the  order  of  General  McArthur  (who  was  then 
on  an  expedition  through  ( 'anada)  to  deprive  the  enemy  of  tlie  means  of  carrying  on  their  expedition  against 
Detroit.     The  Hon.  Thomas  P.  Macon  was  present  at  the  destruction  of  the  mill.     Dr.  Crosby  has  been  much 
harassed  by  his  creditors  from  Canada  since  peace,  and  has  been  compelled  to  pay  the  debts  due  to  them 
with  consideral)le  costs,  whilst  he  has  lieen  unable  tci  collect  any  debts  due  him  in   Canada.     He  has  no 
legal  claim  on  the  government  of  the   United  States  for  these  losses  the  conuuittee  admit;  but  his  claims 
address  tiiemselves  strongly  to  the  justice  of  Congress,  and  are  sustained  by  the  spirit  of  the  act  of  1816 
for  the  relief  of  the  Canadian  refugees,  which,  it  is  believed,  does  not,  in  terms,  embrace  his  case.     If, 
however,  it  did,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  it  does  not  afford  any  relief  commensurate  with  the  sacrifices, 
sufl'erings,  and  services  he  endured  for  the  American  cause. 

The  petitioner's  claim  and  case  very  much  resemble  that  of  Andrew  Westbrook,  which  has  passed 
the  House  without  objection,  and  embraces  tiie  very  same  principle;  and,  as  Crosby  has  shown  an  equal 
devotion  to  the  interests  of  his  native  country,  the  conmiittee  recommend  he  should  receive  the  same 
relief  that  was  granted  to  Westbrook.  They  therefore  report  a  bill  granting-  him  warrants  for  two 
sections  of  land,  to  bo  located  on  any  lands  of  the  United  States  which  are  now  subject  to  location  liy  the 
existing  laws. 


2  1st  CoNc.itKss.  I  No.  825.  [1st  Sessio.v. 


CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    MISSISSIPPI. 

COM.ML'NICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    MARCH    5,    1830. 

Mr.  Test,  from  the  ConiTnittee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Charles  E. 

Coctlogon,  of  the  kingdom  of  France,  reported: 

The  petitioner  claims  two  tracts  of  lands  near  Natchez,  in  tl.o  State  of  Mississippi,  of  four  leagues 
square  each,  aniounting  in  the  whole  to  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  thousand  acres.  To 
support  his  claim  he  shows  a  copy  of  an  article  of  agreement  between  his  ancestor  (with  many  others)  on 


1830. 
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the  Olio  p;n-t.  and  the  West  India  Company  on  tlio  other  part,  purportiiit;'  to  bo  oxorii1c(l  at  Paris,  in  tlio 
kinp^doni  of  Fraiioe,  on  tlie  14th  Scptcnibci-,  1710,  in  which  tiiat  odnipany  pnijtu.'ics,  upun  ci  rtaiii  cnnditiuiis, 
to  g-rant  tiiom  (tlie  ancestor  and  otliers)  a  IVeelioKl  of  the  alxivo  description,  \n  lie  clidsm  by  the  iiianaf;-ors 
of  their  .society  when  they  shall  arrive  at  the  i)lace.  Without  examining-  very  niinntoly  inbi  tlie  liistory 
of  tiiose  times,  of  tiie  grant  to  Sieur  Anthony  Crozat  by  the  crown  of  France,  in  1112,  of  the  country  of 
Louisiana;  his  surrender  of  it  in  1711;  the  re.^'rantinp:  tlicrcnf  to  the  West  India  (or  AWst<'rn)  (.'onipaiiy 
in  the  same  year;  the  surrender  of  their  charter  again  to  the  crown  of  France  in  1730;  the  subseiiucnt 
dispersion  of  the  colonists  therefrom  liy  the  savages  shortly  afterwards;  the  transfer  of  the  country  by 
that  government  to  Groat  Britain  in  1703,  and  the  cession  of  Great  Britain  to  the  United  States  in  1783, 
the  committee  think  that  every  hope  of  success  in  prosecuting  such  a  claim  must  vanish  at  the  bare 
suggestion  of  its  stalonoss.  One  hundred  years  and  upwards  has  boon  iiermitted  to  sleep,  and  the  only 
plausible  excuse  rendered  by  the  claimant  fur  this  unaccountable  delay  is  the  successive  miiiDrity  in  his 
ancestry  and  himself.  A  claim  for  so  largo  a  body  of  land  coidd  not  bo  expected  to  meet  with  any  great 
favor,  trammelled  with  so  many  adverse  circumstances  as  the  present,  being  unattended  with  the  evidence 
of  an  original  legal  transfer,  without  livery  of  scizcn,  a  survey  of  the  land  has  never  been  made,  as 
appears  to  the  committee.  The  country  in  which  it  lies  has  since  been  the  subject  of  various  conquests, 
conventions,  and  stipulations,  and  in  all  these  conf|uests,  conventions,  and  stipulations  not  a  whisper  has 
been  heard  favorable  to  this  claim,  to  the  knowledge  of  the  connnittce.  We  are  therefore  irresistibly 
drawn  to  the  conclusion  that  it  cannot  rest  upon  any  very  solid  basis,  or  its  magnitude  and  importance, 
before  the  lapse  of  a  hundred  years,  would  have  attracted  the  attention  of  some  one  among  the  many 
persons  interested.     Therefore — 

Mesolved,  That  the  petitioner  is  not  entitled  to  relief  in  tiiis  case. 


2  1st    CoXfiRESS.] 


No.  826. 


[1st 


AMOUNT    OF    MONEY    FOR   PUBLIC    LANDS  SOLD   IN    IS'28  AND  1829,  AND  THE  EXPENSES 

OF  EACH  LAND  OFFICE. 

COMMUXICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    MARCH    10,     1830. 

Trea.sury  Dei'artmext,  March  0,   1830. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  "  to  report 
to  the  Senate  the  amcunit  of  moneys  received  since  the  first  da_y  of  January,  1828,  for  lands  sold  in  each 
land  district,  and  also  the  expenses  of  each  land  oflice,''  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  enclosed  state- 
ments of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Oflice,  marked  Nos.  1  and  3.  giving  the  desired  infVirma- 
tion  by  land  districts;  and  Nos.  2  and  4,  arranging  the  same  by  States  for  the  same  period. 
I  have  the  honor  to  lie.  with  high  respect,  yiiur  oliedient  servant, 

S.  D.  IN(iIIAi[,  Sccretarij  ,,f  (he  Treasury. 
Hon.  thi.'  President  of  the  Spnak  of'  the   L'nifed  Stales. 


No.   1. 

Statement  shoicing  the  quantity  of  the  putilie  lands  sold  and  the  moneys  reeeired   at  eaeli  of  the  land  offices 

during  the  year  1829. 


Land  offices. 


M.irietta 

Zanesville  .... 
Steubenville  . ., 
Chilicothe  .... 

Cincinnati 

Piqua 

Tiffin 

W'ooster 

Jpfferson\itle  . . 

Vincennes 

Crnwfordsville  , 
Indi.inapolis  .. . 
Fort  W.ij  ne 


For  the  year  1839. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

dn 

do 


7,574.23 
37,619.67 
28,09.1.91 
19,585.52 
35,302.KO 

2,404.97 
23,793.19 
21,664,36 
20,863.03 
26,405.34 
203,019. 4S 
89,942.17 

C, 009. 73 


$9,748  58 

47, 146  63 

34,865  23 

24,481  97 

44, 146  60 

3,351  63 

30,418  30 

26,244  94 

26,151  82 

33.158  75 

255,309  47 

112,427  II 

7,824  52 


$5,044  73 
18,875  81 
12,660  65 
7,002  63 
43,190  62 


25,279  92 
29,479  18 
28,473  95 


SI2.756  80 

64,498  48 

35,917  12 

16,321  54 

20,6-')3  26 

2, 177  91 

21,887  ,56 

44,927  89 

42,016  47 

.52,622  06 

2.-vl,526  ,59 

111,927  18 

7,624  52 


<  ■- 


S2,036  .52 
II,. 523  96 
]I,fi08  76 
15,163  06 
66,684  16 
1,173  72 
8,530  74 
6,  .596  97 
13,614  53 
9,010  64 
1,782  88 
494  99 


S14,793  32 
66,0-22  44 
47, 525  88 
31,484  60 
87,337  42 
3,;i51  63 
30,418  30 
51.524  86 

55.631  00 

61.632  70 
256,309  47 
112,427  II 

7,624  J2 


$1,245  18 
2,923  74 
2,949  24 
1,768  42 
3,284  II 
&57  97 
1,910  90 
2,026  89 
2,6-22  23 
4,  .592  92 
5,860  38 
4,315  27 
878  Oj 
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PUBLIC    LANDS. 


[No.  826. 


Xo.  L — Statement  t-howing  the  quantity  of  the  public  lands  sold,  dc. — Continued. 


Land  oflicps. 


Kaskaskia 

tfhawneelown  . 
Edwardsville  . . 

\'andalia 

Palestine 

Springfield 

Jackson,  Mo.. . 

Lexington 

Franklin 

St.  Louis 

Palmyra 

\Va.-iliington  .. . 

.\uglista 

Mount  Salus., . 
St.  Stephen's. . 

HuntsviUe  . 

Tusealoosa  . . . . 

Cahalia 

Sparta 

Ouaclnta 

Opelousas 

New  Orleans  . . 

St.  Helena 

Detroit 

Monroe 

Batesville 

Little  Rock 

Tallaltassee 


For  tlie  year  1839. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do  

do 

do 

do 

do 

do : 

do 


6,38U. 

8,223. 
28,601. 
19,405, 
■17,221, 
S6,.)92 

5,631, 
27,564, 
40,255, 
24,499 
.54,936 

7,611 

1,608, 
89,620, 
16,668, 

1,919, 
12,905 
66,905 
23.673 
20, 309 

7,319 
320 

3,071 
23,409 
44,610 

2,003 

677, 

53,436 


1,246,933.69 


III 


§7,975  71 
10,326  98 
35,752  65 
24,258  13 
59,026  81 
lOS, 175  47 

6,814  51 
34,373  94 
50,320  53 
30,624  56 
68,670  82 

9,494  89 

2,010  45 
112,590  53 
20,835  89 

2,  .398  74 
1.5,865  71 
83,647  16 
28,221  32 
25.795  62  i 

9, 149  09 
400  00 

3,839  01 
29,261  93 
55,898  13 

2,504  67 

816  69 

68,407  99 


$2,528  28 
5,831  81 
2,248  70 


4,287  24 
5,537  60 


25,733  48 


2,846  11 
30,478  82 


79,201  49 


11.524  16 


3,782  68 


1,563,763  68  344,007  86 


$8,883  97 
12,483  45 
35,651  69 
24,218  13 
58,9.30  81 

106.637  04 
6,814  51 
34,249  06 
49,550  03 
33,280  45 
67,692  74 
21,829  65 
2,010  45 

109,956  31 
17,232  46 
20,788  49 
14,951  66 

149,417  18 
28,221  32 
25,795  62 

20.428  75 
400  00 

3,839  01 

32.429  41 
55,898  13 

2,504  67 

846  69 

68,407  99 


1,691,409  04 


§1,618  02 

3,675  34 

2,349  66 

40  00 

96  00 

1,538  43 


124  88 
.5,057  74 
2,881  71 

978  08 
13,398  72 


2,634  22 
6,449  54 

12,0S9  07 
914  05 

13,431  47 


216,362  50 


§10,503  99 

16,058  79 

38,001  35 

24,258  13 

59, 026  81 

108,175  47 

6,814  51 

34,373  94 

54,607  77 

36,162  16 

68,670  82 

35,228  37 

2,010  45 

112,590  53 

23,682  00 

32,877  56 

15,865  71 

162, 848  65 

28,221  32 

25,795  62 

20,673  25 

400  00 

3,839  01 

33,044  61 

55,898  13 

2,504  67 

846  69 

68,407  99 


1,907, 


71  54 


§1,812  23 

1,389  02 

1,544  64 

921  71 

2,036  90 

4.262  82 
1,340  15 
2,319  53 
2,518  16 
2,321  13 
3,303;36 
1,508  07 
1,404  25 
3,778  77 
1, 145  47 
1,738  61 
2,774  76 
8,335  52 

969  90 
1,859  22 
1,797  75 
1,026  46 

193  00 
2,064  47 

2.263  42 
1, 184  49 
1,036  32 
3,001  43 


95,127  86 


Tlie  column  of  "incidental  expenses"  includes  salaries,  commissions,  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  several  land  offices;  also  expenses  of 
exaniining  land  otTiccs  ;  and  is  increased  by  the  allowances  made  for  transporting  public  iiioneys,  and  for  clerk  hire,  in  pursuance  of  the  acts  of  Congress 
to  that  effect,  passed  May  22,  1826. 

Treasury  Depart.ment,  General  Lanti  Offire,  March  5,  1830. 


No.  2. 

Consolidated  staleinei)t  showing  the  quantity  of  the  public  lands  sold  and  the  moneys  received  in  each  of  the 

States  and  Territories  during  the  year  1829. 


8tates  and  Territories. 


Ohio 

Indiana 

Illinois 

Missouri 

Mississippi 

Alabama 

Louisiana 

Michigan  Territory  . 
Arkansas  Territory  , 


do. 

do. 

....do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Florida  Territory I do. 


For  the  year  1829.1       176,040.65 


Total . 


346,609.74 
196,324.92 

152,887.94 
98,840.75 

121,072,13 
31,019.57 
68,020.12 
2,681.20 
53,436.67 


3     ^ 


$230,404  08    ,$112,054  36 


435,871  67 

245,513  73 

190,804  36 

124,095  87 

150, 968  82 

39,183  72 

85, 160  06 

3,331  36 

68,407  99 


57,953  13 
10,608  79 

9,824  84 
25,733  43 
113,526  42 
11,524  16 

3,7f2  68 


§209,140  56 

468,916  82 

246,807  09 

191,586  79 

133,796  40 

230,611  11 

50,463  38 

88,327  54 

3,351  36 

68,407  99 


|£ 


$123,317  89 

24,907  98 

9,317  45 

9,042  41 

16,032  94 

32,884  13 

244  50 

615  20 


1 1 1 

1,246,933.69  I  1,563,763  68     344,007  86      1,691,409  04  ;  216,362  50  I  1,907,771  54 


§332,458  45 

493,834  80 

256,124  54 

200,629  20 

149,829  34 

263,495  24 

50,707  88 

68,942  74 

3,351  36 

68,407  99 


§16,966  45 
18,268  85 
11,987  32 
11,804  33 
6,691  09 
14,984  26 
4,875  43 
4,327  89 
2,220  81 
3,001  43 


95, 127  I 


1S3U. 


I'lMM' K  MDS    Oi-     SAi.K    (»F    IM    IILIC    LANDS. 


OW 


No.  3 — SfafOlifiif  .<Jtn}l-i))(j    fhr  quandfil  cf  fJlC  puhlir    J(Ul(h    si>!t/    mnl  flu-  hhhh-i/s 

ojjiccs  duriiiij  (he.  i/car  1S:*8. 


rrcrirrd    of  cwh  of  flu-  lintd 


Maripu.i Ohio 

Zanesville do 

Steubenvilli- i!t> 

Chilicoilic do 

Cincinnati do 

Piqna do 

Tiffin do 

Wooster do 

Jcirersonville Indiana 

Vincennes do 

Crnwlbrdsvdle kU 

Indianapolis do 

Fort  \Va\  tie dt> 

Kaskaskia Illinois 

Sliawneetoun do 

Edward^vtlle do 

Vandalia do 

Palestine do 

Springfield do 

Jackson Missouri 

Lexington do 

Franklin do 

St.  Louis do 

Palmyra do 

Washington Mississippi. . .. 

Augusta d» 

Mouut.Salus do 

St.  Stephen's \labania 

Huiilsville do 

Tuscaloosa do 

Cahaba do 

Sparta do 

Ouachita Louisiana 

Opelousas do 

New  Orleans •. do 

St.  Helena do 

Detroit Michigan  Territory . 

Monroe do 

Ratesville Arkansas  Territory. 

Little  Rock do 

Tallahassee Florida  Terrjfrv. . 


Purehiisc  money. 

■5 

-a  i 

1  "5 
< 

1 

=  ii 

Id 

< 

Tola!  nniount  rcccivcj. 

5  " 
5 

$10,657  39 
46, 124  34 
15,016  82 
18,843  68 
35.379  70 
2.904  54 

SI, 226  08 

2,477  01 

1,688  82 

823  03 

a, 190  03 

$9,961  34 

42.475  54 

31,137  70 

14,113  74 

19,740  00 

2, 187  05 

37,l<67  .55 

17,202  67 

12,514  97 

21,035  03 

191,320  .53 

84,322  09 

1.391  43 

4,430  12 

6,111  ii; 

21,. 591  45 

4,489  71 

25,671  62 

56,058  6;i 

7,  .579  14 

41,570  .52 

51.523  50 

27,447  70 

.52,  .598  64 

9,523  10 

791  49 

75,879  62 

21,649  21 

2, 142  56 

74, 186  63 

100,087  68 

5,252  50 

2,854  18 

2,408  40 

,51,922 
6.125 
5.  ,567 
5.  .551 
17.829 

717 
a,  .564 
1,794 
1 ,  620 
3..5S6 

.374 

13 

81 
94 
97 
7.3 
49 
41 
97 
.53 
00 

1 

.■511,883  47 

48,601  35 

36,705  64 

19,665  71 

37,569  73 

2,904  54 

40,431  99 

18,997  64 

14.135  .50 

24,621  0:i 

191,694  94 

81,322  09 

1.391  43 

4.639  82 

7,250  28 

23.  ,536  49 

4,4S9  71 

25,671  62 

50.  .507  63 

7.  ,579  14 

4 1.. 570  52 

.-,4, 181  40 

29,012  39 

52, 598  64 

9.914  15 

791  49 

77.058  55 

24,813  .5a 

3,900  .35 

82,305  47 

108,.501  58 

5.2.52  .50 

2,854  18 

2,408  40 

§1.236  50 
2,  :!98  49 
2.157  89 
1,678  13 
3, 703  24 

40,431  99 

2,138  46 

17,733  05 

13,107  63 

2.3.001  36 

191,694  94 

1,264  .59 
1,027  87 
1,619  67 

1„561  36 
1,687  79 
9,009  76 

84.322  09 

2,673  37 

1,391  43 

1.03-1  fi4 

4.269  67 

5,607  02 

2.3,.5;i6  49 

370  15 
1,.583  26 

20H 
I,J39 
1.945 

12 
04 

2,78,^  36 
3,054  51 
1.46-'  S3 

4,489  71 

1.191  75 

25,671  62 

1..5.59  34 

.56,507  63 

419 

00 

2,272  92 

7,:.79  14 

I.  122  .59 

41,. 570  52 

2, 657 
1..5S4 

.391 

90 
63 

05 

2  692  09 

53,712  12 

28,528  27 

.52,598  64 

7,909  61 

791  49 

469  28 
484  12 

.3.412  78 
2,048  13 
2,  .335  59 

2,004  .54 

1,403  22 
791  20 

1,178  93 
3. 164  31 
1.7.57  79 
8,118  84 
8,413  90 



3.795  12 

24,779  72 
3.505  84 
62,305  47 

33  80 
394  51 

a,-l,'<0  48 
4,355  35 
2,417  54 

108,458  63 
5,252  SO 



44  95 

4.104  07 
854  91 

2,854  18 
2,. 303  55 

104  85 

1,.533  28 
1.145  25 

2.931  79 

17,433.72 
9,463.07 
1,868.21 
1,167.35 

35,182.87 


31,792  21 
11,683  70 
2,335  26 
1,459  06 
44, 130  43 


21,909  87 
11,667  70 
2,335  26 
1,4,59  06 
44.130  43 


217  77 
16  00 


Total. 


965,600.36  ,       1,221,357  99 


18.140  99      1,160.619  58 


78,879  40  I  1,2.39.498  98 


22, 127  64 

3,  .5.55  94 

11.663  70 

1,783  87 

2,335  26 

1,3.52  77 

1.4.59  06 

1.298  38 

44,130  43 

2,663  58 

Note.— The  column  ol'  incidental  e.\penses  includes  salaries,  commissions,  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  several  land  otfici 
examining  land  offices,  &c.,  is  incurred  by  the  allowances  made  lor  clerk  hire  and  transportation  of  public  moneys,  in  piirsiiaiice  of  the 
acts  of  Congress  to  tliat  eli'ect,  pai~sed  May  'J-J,  1S-J6. 


'H.     I'xpenses  of 
provisions  of  the 


\".  4. —  C'in.-^oUdiifrtl  sfaff/nc/tf  .danriiiff  thr  <puin(i(i/  <>t^  Ihr  piihlif  /aiifl.-<  .-^-"IrJ  and  ///''  })>'.>}irif.<  ri 

tlie  Stafrfi  and  Trrrdories  di'riiuj  tli*'  ijcor  1828. 


rrd  i 


rh   nf 


Slates  and  Territories. 


Ohio 

Indiana 

Illinois 

Missouri 

Mississippi 

Alabama 

Louisiana 

Michigan  Territory 
Arkansas  Territory' 
Florida  Territorv  . . 


s  g 


Total. 


The  year  1828.... I  165,793.37 

do :  250,812.81 

...'  96,092.91 

...  147,148.12 

...i  68,700.36 

...j  167,813.64 

...j  4.126.03 

...'  26,895.77 

...|  3,035.36 
35,182,87 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


5207,091  51 

313.517  45 

120,143  14  ' 

183,988  69 

a5,759  65  \ 

224,300  16 

5,157  73 

33,475  91 

3,794  32 

44,130  43 


§9,663 

2,647 

1,953 

953 

3,004 

473 

104 

335 


8174,685  59 

3I0,.584  05 

118,353  69 

180,719  56 

86,194  21 

203,318  58 

5.262  58 

33.577  57 

3.794  32 

44.130  43 


42,074  48  j  ,«-316,700  07 

5,.">e0  94  I  316.164  99 

3,742  86  123,095  55 

4,222  53  184.942  09 

1,,569  98  87,764  19 

21.454  84  224.773  42 

5.262  58 

233  77  33,811  34 

3.794  32  ' 

44.130  43 


96,5,600. ,30   1,221,357  99 


S  1.5, 925  79 
21,116  14 
12.  .332  72 
11.911  IH 
4.992  54 
14.813  35 
5,615  33 
5,3;!9  81 
3,651  15 
2.668  .58 


18,140  99   1,160.619  58   78,879  40   1.239.498  98    9.5.765 


160  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No- 828. 


21sT  Congress.]  ^O-   827.  [1st  Sessiox. 

0  X    C  L  A  1  .M    T  U    L  A  X  D    1)  E  It  I  V  E  1)    V  K  U  M    GEORGIA. 

CllMMfNICATKIl    Til    THE    HOUSE    OF    RKrnESEXTATIVES    MARCH    L5,    1830. 

Mv.  Bartox,  from   tlie  Committee   on  Public   Lands,  to  whom   wa.s   referred  the  petition  of  John   Reily, 

reported  : 

That  by  an  act  of  the  State  of  GJeorgia,  passed  February  25,  1784,  any  citizen  of  Georgia,  or  of  the 
United  States,  was  authorized  to  obtain  a  warrant  of  survey  for  any  quantity  of  nnlocated  land  not 
exceeding  one  thousand  acres,  by  paying  therefor  the  sum  of  three  shillings  per  annum  in  gold  or  silver, 
computing  Spanish  milled  dollar.s  at  four  shillings  and  sixpence,  and  half  Johannes  at  tliirty-seven  shillings 
and  four  pence. 

It  appears  that  under  that  law  a  land  warrant  was  issued  on  the  22d  of  December,  178.5,  for  one 
thousand  acres  of  land  to  Abraham  Lefavour,  who,  for  a  valuable  consideration,  sold  and  assigned  the  said 
warrant  on  the  18th  of  December,  178G,  to  the  petitioner,  John  Reily.  It  further  appears  that,  for  some 
years  after  the  petitioner  became  the  owner  of  the  warrant,  the  Indians  were  so  hostile  as  to  render  it 
impossible,  or  at  least  extremely  dangerous,  to  proceed  with  the  survey  or  settlement  of  the  said  land. 

In  1802  the  district,  including  the  land  on  which  the  warrant  in  question  was  to  have  been  located, 
was  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  State  of  Georgia. 

The  committee  are  satisfied  that  tiie  warrant  in  question  was  legally  obtained  bv  the  original  holder 
for  a  valuable  ctmsideration  paid  to  the  State,  and  that  it  has  been  assigned  to  the  present  lujlder  for  a 
consideration  e(iually  valualile.  They  are  also  convinced  that  neither  the  original  holder  nor  tlie  present 
owner  of  the  warrant  has  received  any  land  or  other  equivalent  for  the  same. 

The  committee  believe  that,  by  a  fair  and  equitable  construction  of  the  second  condition  in  the  articles 
of  agreement  and  cession  between  the  LTnited  States  and  Georgia,  of  the  24tli  April,  1802,  claims  of  the 
character  of  the  one  now  under  consideration  were  intended  to  be  secured.  They  draw  the  same  inference 
from  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  of  May  10,  1800,  for  an  amicable  settlement  of  limits  with  the  State 
of  Georgia,  whicli  expressly  acknowledges  the  rights  of  individual  claimants,  and  which,  among  other 
things,  provides  that  it  shall  not  in  any  respect  impair  the  rights  of  any  person  or  persons  to  the  soil  of 
the  said  territory,  but  that  all  such  rights  shall  b<>  as  firm  and  available  as  if  the  law  had  not  passed. 

From  the  best  information  in  the  power  of  the  counnittee,  they  are  led  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
State  of  Georgia  sold  the  land  claimed  by  the  petitioner  fir  a  fair  and  valuable  consideraticjn.  That  the 
land  thus  sold  was  included  in  the  transfer  afterwards  made  by  the  State  of  Georgia  to  the  United  States, 
and  that  neither  the  jictitioner  nor  Lefavour,  of  whom  he  purchased,  has  received  any  compensation 
therefor. 

It  being  the  i_ipiniiin  of  the  committee  that  the  petitioner  ought  to  bo  relieved,  they  report  a  bill  for 
that  purpose. 


21sT  Congress.]  No.  828.  [1st  Session. 

ON  AN  APPLICATION  TO  CORRECT  AN  ERRONEOUS    LOCATION   OF    A    NEW    MADRID 

CERTIFICATE  FOR  LAND   IN  MISSOURI. 

COMMl'XICMEn  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  MARCH    16,    1830. 

Mr.  Test,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Coleman 

Fisher,  reported  : 

The  petitioner  sets  forth  that  he  eu'.ploycd  one  William  II.  Ashley  to  locate  for  him  a  New  Madrid 
certificate  of  location  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  ;  that  the  said  Ashle3^  as  his  agent,  sur- 
veyed and  made  a  plat  of  the  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  the  county  of  St.  Louis  and  State  of  Missouri, 
and  returned  the  same  into  the  surveyor's  office,  it  bearing  date  April  20,  1819  ;  that  he  alwaj's  rested 
satisfied  that  he  should  be  able  to  obtain  a  certificate  of  the  register  at  any  time  when  called  for,  not 
doubting  but  that  the  land,  upon  which  the  said  agent  fixed  as  a  location,  was  vacant  and  unoccupied  ; 
but,  to  his  great  surprise,  when  he  called  for  his  certificate,  in  order  to  obtain  a  patent,  he  was  told  by  the 
surveyor  of  the  public  lands  that  his  location  interfered  with  lands  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  the  town 
of  Carondelet  as  a  commons,  and  for  that  reason  refused  to  grant  him  a  certiticato.  The  petitioner  further 
states  that  he  was  the  more  surprised  at  such  refusal,  because  he  says  he  had  frequently  recovered  at 
law,  against  the  citizens  of  the  village,  for  trespasses  upon  the  lands  which  he  held  under  liis  said  survey  ; 
and  he  prays  Congress  to  secure  him  in  his  possession  of  the  same.  The  committee  are  informed  by  the 
agent  of  the  petitioner,  however,  that  he  shall  be  satisfied  to  withdraw  his  location  and  certificate,  and 
take  other  lands  in  lieu  thereof,  rather  than  contend  with  the  citizens  of  the  said  village  concerning 
doubtful  rights,  and  requests  that  he  may  have  liberty  to  do  so  ;  and  which  request  (the  facts  being 
proved)  the  committee  think  is  but  reasonable.     Tliey  therefore  report  a  bill  for  his  relief. 
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21sT  CoNOKEss.]  No.    829.  [1st  Session. 

0  X    V  L  A  I  M    T  ()    I.  A  X  D    IX    L  0  T  1  S  I  A  X  A  . 

I'OMMl'SrUATKn    TO    Till-;    HiU'SK    OK    RKPr.ESEN'TATIVKS    .MARIII     ICi,     1  SIJO. 

Mr.  Tkst,  from  tlic  ('onnuittec  on  rrivalo  Laiiil  Claims,  to  whom  was  roriMTcil  llio  prtitioii  ol  .lames  I5ra<l- 

I'oiil,  ol'  houisiana,  r(_']iortc(l  : 

Tlu"  pctitioiRT  claims  two  tracts  of  land  in  West  Feliciana,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  one  for  four 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  ar[)ent!:^and  one  of  nine  hundred  ami  thirteen  arpents.  In  relation  to  the  first, 
he  shows  a  purchase  from  the  Spanisli  <;-overnment  in  1804,  bj'  Peter  Robin  Doloo-ny,  for  a  valuable  con- 
sideration. That,  in  ISIU,  and  on  tlie  20tli  of  ^lay,  the  land  was  sold  by  the  said  r)eloc;ny  at  public  auction, 
and  John  Murd(.)i-k  became  the  purchaser,  the  sai<l  Delog-nj-  havino;  previously  obtained  a  patent  for  the 
same  from  the  Spanisli  g-overnment  ;  that,  after  the  death  of  John  Murdock,  the  same  tract  of  land  was 
sold  under  the  direction  of  the  probate  judge  of  West  Feliciana,  and  Alexander  Murdock  became  the 
purchaser,  of  whom  the  [letitioncr  jmrchased,  together  with  the  tract  of  nine  hundred  and  thirteen  arpents. 
The  petitioner  shows  a  regular  chain  of  title  for  the  smaller  tiact,  but  the  larger  he  can  otdy  claim  n[)oii 
the  ground  of  habitation  and  cultivation,  which  would  entitle  him  to  no  more  than  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres  as  a  donaticm  ;  but  he  does  not  show  habitati(ni  and  cultivation  ever  since  the  year  1813.  He  is 
therefore  entitled  only  to  the  first  tract  of  four  hundred  and  twenty-seven  arpents  by  virtue  of  an  original 
purchase  and  patent,  and  for  which  the  committee  report  a  bill. 


21sT  Congress.]  No.    830.  [1st  Session. 

OX    C  L  A  I  M    T  0    L  A  X  0    I  X    L  0  U  I  S  I  A  X  A  . 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    MARCH     K),     1830. 

Mr.  Test,  from  the  Conmiitteo  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  X''icholas 

Girod,  of  Louisiana,  reported: 

The  petitioner  sets  out  in  his  petition  that  he  claims  three  several  tracts  of  land  by  purchase,  lying 
in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  containing  an  indefinite,  though  very  great  amount  of  land.  In  support  of  his 
claim  he  produces  three  several  requetes  and  orders  of  survey,  issued  by  the  Spanish  government,  to  three 
several  persons  named  therein  ;  but  shows  no  transfer  from  the  original  claimants  to  himself.     Therefore, 

Iie.<olved,  That  the  petitioner  is  not  entitled  to  relief  in  this  case. 


21sT  CoNOREss.]  No.   831.  [1st  Session. 


ON    CLAIM    TO    LAXD    IX    LOUISIANA. 

communicated  to  the  house  of  representatives  march  16,  1830. 

Mr.  Test,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Laud  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Dawson  Hull  and  of  John  Hull,  of  Louisiana,  reported  : 

That,  from  the  documents  accompanying  the  petition,  it  appears  that  the  name  of  George  Hook  should 
be  substituted  as  petitioner  in  place  of  John  Hull,  as  the  testimony  is  confined  to  claims  in  favor  of  Dawson 
Hull  and  George  Hook  ;  and,  as  the  petition  is  not  signed  by  the  petitioners,  but  appears  to  be  drawn  for 
them  by  another  person,  they  will  perceive  the  error,  and  report  accordingly. 

Petitioners  claim,  in  right  of  their  respective  ancestors,  two  tracts  of  land  of  two  hundred  and  forty 
arpents  each,  and  in  virtue  of  habitation  and  cultivation.  In  support  of  these  claims  is  produce^d  the 
testimony  of  Jonas  or  James  Segars,  (believed  to  be  the  same  person,)  contained  in  certified  copies  of 
the  notice  and  evidence  of  said  claims  on  file  in  the  laud  office  at  Opelousas,  in  Louisiana,  and  signed  by 
Valentine  King,  register,  under  date  of  the  1st  of  June  and  the  6th  of  August,  1824,  together  with  a  letter 
from  the  said  register,  stating  that  it  did  not  appear  from  the  records  of  his  ofBce  whether  the  said  claims 
had  been  confirmed  or  not,  but  expressing  an  opinion  favorable  to  their  confirmation.  Had  your  com- 
mittee no  other  evidence  than  the  foregoing,  which  accompanied  the  petitiim,  they  should  consider  the 
petitioners  entitled  to  relief. 

But,  from  extracts  from  the  report  of  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  under  date  of  the  SOtli 
December,  1815,  and  which  your  committee  have  procured  from  the  General  Land  Office,  it  appears  that 
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these  claims  were  entered  in  class  No.  2,  comprising-  claims  fur  land  fonnded  on  documents  of  title  sus- 
pected to  be  countei-feit  or  fraudnlentlj'  obtained,  .as  well  as  claims  founded  on  evidence  of  occupancy 
and  discredited  by  the  register  and  receiver  ;  and  in  a  note,  to  which  they  refer,  thej'  say  "  all  the  claims 
in  which  Jonas  .Seg-ars  has  sw(jrn  to  the  settlement  have  been  entered  in  this  class,  his  evidence  beino- 
rendered  questionable  from  the  testimcjuy  of  .lohn  llu.nhes,  esq.,  and  John  Ilebert."  In  proof  of  this  they 
refer  to  report  Xo.  1233. 

In  referring-  to  No.  1233  it  will  lie  found  to  be  the  claim  of  Louis  Hcbert,  and  supported  by  the  evi- 
dence of  Jo.fi'ph  Si'rjarf,  (which,  from  the  report  of  tiie  register  and  receiver,  appears  to  be  the  same  person 
as  testified  to  the  clainjs  of  petitioners  bv  the  name  of  Jonas  Segars,)  as  tiiey  refer  to  his  evidence  given 
in  No.  1233. 

The  witness  .swears  tluit  claimant  has  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  land  for  Ki  or  17  yar.s. 

John  Hughes  and  John  Ilebert  declare  that  they  are  well  acquainted  with  the  claimant,  Louii;  Hebert, 
who  came  to  the  district  of  Washita  about  thirteen  years  ago,  and  he  never  did  reside  on  bayou  Toupar, 
where  Segars  swears  the  land  is  situated,  but  has  for  several  years  rasMled  sixty  miles  below,  on  Washita 
river,  on  land  belonging  to  Louis  Surrey.  The  facts  sworn  to  by  Segars  in  the  case  of  Hebert,  No.  1238 
being  contradicted  by  two  witnesses,  the  former  of  whom  is  known  to  a  member  of  this  committee  to  be 
a  gentleman  of  great  respectability,  and  whose  reputation  for  truth  and  veracity  cannot  be  doubted 
irresistiblj'  leads  your  committee  to  arrive  at  the  same  conclusion  as  did  the  register  and  receiver  who 
first  e.xamined  these  claims,  and  to  say  with  them  that  the  evidence  of  the  witness  has  been  rendered  at 
best  highly  i|uestionable,  and  that  the  claims  should  be  rejected.  Your  committee  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


21  ST   CoxGREss.]  No.    832.  [1st  Session. 

ON    GRANTING    LAND    TO    A    UNIVERSITY. 

COMMU.NICATED  TO  THE    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  MARCH   17,    1830. 

Mr.  Clarke,  from  the  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  trustees  of  Transylvania 

University,  reported : 

The  petitioners  state  that  the  principal  college  edifice  belonging  to  said  institution  was  recently 
destroyed  by  fire  ;  that,  at  the  same  time,  her  valuable  law  library,  containing  about  six  hundred  volumes, 
together  with  a  considerable  portion  of  her  miscellaneous  library  and  a  part  of  her  philosophical  appa- 
ratus, were  consumed;  that  the  edifice  destroyed  had  been  erected  a  few  years  ago  at  an  expense  of  about 
$30,000,  and  the  other  property  destroyed  is  estimated  at  about  $5,000;  and  the  consequence  of  this  heavy 
calamitj'  is,  that  the  university  is  at  this  time  destitute  of  a  building  suitable  for  the  purposes  of  educa- 
tion. Having  no  means  to  repair  this  loss,  and  feeling  in  other  respects  the  necessity  of  aid,  she  applies 
for  relief  to  the  national  legislature. 

The  committee  have  considered  the  petition  under  the  conviction,  common  to  themselves  and  their 
fellow-citizens  of  the  United  States,  that  the  cause  of  literature  and  science  is  closely  connected  with  the 
permanence  of  our  free  institutions  and  the  elevation  of  our  national  character.  When  these  important 
interests  can  be  aided  by  the  representatives  of  the  people,  consistently  with  other  duties,  there  is,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  a  manifest  propriety  that  the  aid  should  be  afforded,  and  they  are  gratified  at 
perceiving  in  the  past  legislation  of  Congress  a  sanction  to  this  opinion. 

Among  the  examples  of  the  views  of  Congress  on  this  subject,  the  committee  will  now  barely  refer 
to  the  act  granting  additional  land,  equivalent  to  a  township,  to  the  citizens  of  the  State  of  Indiana  for 
the  use  of  schools,  and  the  grant  made  to  the  trustees  of  the  Lafayette  Academy,  in  Alabama,  for  the 
benefit  of  said  academy,  and  to  the  act  granting  a  township  of  land  to  Connecticut,  to  aid  in  instructing 
the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  also  the  grant  heretofore  made  to  Kentucky  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  committee  cannot  imagine  a  stronger  case  for  a  similar  grant  than  that  which  is  presented  by 
the  petition  of  Transylvania  University.  This  institution,  after  struggling  during  infancy,  like  the  region 
in  which  it  is  located,  with  hardships  and  diflaculty,  has  grown  with  the  growth  of  the  West.  Her 
beneficent  agency  has  been  extended  in  dispensing  knowledge  throughout  that  extensive  and  interesting 
country;  and  it  is  believed  that,  in  every  State  which  has  been  added  to  the  old  thirteen  members  of  the 
confederacy,  some  other  alumni  are  found  occupying  a  distinguished  rank  on  the  bench,  in  the  legislative 
hall,  or  in  the  paths  of  the  learned  professions.  This  honorable  evidence  of  her  usefulness,  though  most 
striking,  is,  perhaps,  less  important  than  the  stock  of  information  which  has  been  carried  from  her  walls 
to  the  pursuits  of  ordinary  life,  meliorating  and  enriching  the  general  mind,  and  fitting  the  citizen  for  the 
discharge  of  his  duties  as  a  man,  and  for  justly  estimating  his  political  rights. 

If  the  whole  Union  is  interested  in  the  social  advancement  of  every  portion  of  it,  an  institution  which 
lias,  by  great  and  disinterested  efforts,  diffused  the  blessings  of  education  through  a  large  region,  deserves 
the  favorable  notice  of  Congress.  She  comes  before  it  at  a  moment  when  lier  prospects  of  conferring 
future  advantages  on  the  public  are  clouded  by  a  dire  and  unforeseen  misfortune,  and  when  the  past 
exertions  of  the  wise,  the  good,  and  the  liberal,  to  render  her  the  continuing  source  of  national  blessings, 
are  menaced  with  disappointment.  Regarding  the  petition  with  the  consideration  due  to  past  services 
in  the  great  cause  of  education,  to  present  calamity,  and  to  the  faculty  of  communicating  yet  higher 
benefits  to  their  fellow  citizens,  the  committee  report  the  accompanying  bill. 
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21sT  Congress.]  No.    838.  [jsT  Session. 

OX  DISTRIBUTING   THE    PROCEEDS  OF  THE  SALES  OF  THE    PFBLIC    LANDS  A.MON(i    THE 
STATES  AND  TEKinTdlMES   FOi;   EDF('ATD)X. 

rOMMrNICVTED    T(l    TIIK    IHHSE    UF    KKrUESKM.MIVKS    M.M'.(  II     IS,     1S30. 

Mr.  IlfN'T,  froiu  tlip  srlci't  t-Diiiiuitti'c  aiipninlril  mi  tlic  lOtli  nf  Jaiuiru'v  hist  In  iii(|iiire  iiitn  tlic  cxiiodicncv 
(if  ajipnipriatiii};'  the  not  proceeds  ot"  tlie  sales  nl'  the  jjulilie  hinds  umnii^j,'  thr  scvnal  Stales  and 
Territories  for  the  purposes  of  education,  in  proportion  to  the  representation  nf  carh  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  reported  : 

Tlie  title  of  the  United  States  to  the  piiMie  lands  is  derived  from  four  sources:  1st,  treaties  with 
foreign  powers;  2d,  cessions  from  individual  States  to  the  United  States  on  the  recommendation  of 
Congress  under  the  old  confederation;   3d,  compact  with  (ieorgia;  4th,  treaties  with  Indian  tribes. 

By  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded  with  <ireat  Britain  in  1783,  all  the  claim  of  the  English  crown  \n 
the  govenmient  propriety  and  territorial  rights  within  the  hotindaries  of  this  new  empire  were  relin- 
quished to  the  United  States. 

The  French  republic,  in  1802,  by  tlie  treaty  of  Paris,  ceded  to  this  .government  that  innnensc  re.gion 
of  countr_v  which  was  then  called  the  colony  or  province  of  Louisiana;  and  in  1819  the  King  of  Spain 
conveyed  to  the  United  States  East  and  West  Florida,  with  the  adjacent  islands  dependent  upon  the  same. 

In  1802  the  State  of  Georgia,  by  articles  of  agreement  and  cession,  ceded  to  the  United  States  all 
her  right  and  title  to  the  lands  which  now  compose  almost  the  entire  States  of  Mississi]ipi  and  Alabama. 

For  a  particular  statement  of  the  contents  of  each  State  and  Territorj',  of  the  donations  and  sales  of 
the  public  lands,  and  other  statistical  information,  reference  may  be  had  to  the  report  of  a  select  com- 
mittee made  upon  tin's  subject  at  the  last  session  of  Con.gress. 

"Witliin  the  limits  of  the  new  States  and  the  three  Territories  that  have  been  formed  upon  tlie  public 
domain,  300,000,000  acres,  including  the  land  to  wliich  the  Indian  title  has  not  been  extin.guished,  now 
belong,  as  common  property,  to  the  United  States.  Beyond  these  limits,  and  comprehending  all  the  reg'ion 
of  country  from  the  Gulf  uf  Mexico  through  the  whole  width  of  the  continent  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  there 
is  the  immense  anmunt  of  SOO.OOO.OOO  acres  more. 

The  treaty  with  Great  Britain  which  acknowledged  our  independence  was  the  result  of  war,  under- 
taken in  self-defence  and  carried  to  a  successful  termination  b3'  a  countless  expenditure  of  treasure,  of 
which  the  funded  revolutionary  debt  of  §80,0110,000  composed  but  a  part,  and  by  toils,  sacrifices,  and 
blood,  too  great  to  admit  of  computation.  The  expenditures  on  account  of  the  public  lands  since  the 
organization  of  our  present  government  are  as  follows: 

Purchase  of  Louisiana , §15,000,000 

Purchase  of  Florida 5,000,000 

Contract  with  Georgia,  and  paid  for  the  Yazoo  claims (i, 200, 000 

Purchases  of  the  Indian  tribes 5,81 1,191 

Incidental  ei]ienses  of  the  sales 1,578,339 

36,029,191 


Soon  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  an  important  question  was  agitated  in  reference  to  that 
portion  of  the  United  States,  then  wild  and  unappropriated,  called  the  western  country.  Some  few  of  the 
States  claimed  it  as  their  own  separate  property.  Others  denied  the  existence  of  such  exclusive  rights, 
and  contended  that  the  vacant  lands  of  the  west  that  might  fall  from  the  crown  by  the  united  eflbrts  of 
the  people  ought  to  be  regarded  as  the  common  property  of  all  the  States.  They  were  then  considered 
as  a  great  fund,  out  of  which  the  debts  of  the  revolution  would  be  principally  paid;  and  it  was  declared 
to  be  unjust  that  certain  particular  States  should  engross  the  whole  to  "replace,  in  a  short  time,  their 
expenditures,"  while  the  others,  contributing  equally  to  the  acquisition  of  this  property  and  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war,  "  icould  he  left  to  si>tk-  under  the  pressure  of  enormous  debts."  Influenced  by  a  sense  of 
common  justice,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  old  Congress  passed  in  1780,  the  States  of 
Virginia,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and  New  York,  whose  claims  comprehended  the  whole  territorj' 
northwest  of  the  Ohio  river,  after  making  some  few  reservations,  ceded  the  same  to  the  United  States. 

In  1787  South  Carolina  conveyed  to  the  United  States  all  her  interest  in  the  lands  beyond  her  present 
boundarj'. 

Since  the  adoption  of  the  present  Constitution,  North  Carolina,  in  1790,  ceded  to  the  Union  all  that 
territory  beyond  the  Alleghany  mountains  which  now  forms  the  State  of  Tennessee,  subject,  however,  to 
so  many  extensive  claims,  previously  derived  from  that  State,  that  the  government  has  realized  no  benefit 
from  sales. 

All  the  cessions  conveyed  to  the  United  States  the  rig-ht  of  soil  as  well  as  jurisdiction  to  the  territory 
granted,  and  declared,  in  terms  similar  to  the  language  made  use  of  in  the  cession  of  Virginia,  whose 
title  assumed  to  cover  the  whole  northwestern  territory,  that  "  the  land  so  ceded  shall  be  considered  a 
common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  States  as  have  become  or  shall  become  niembers 
of  the  confederation,  or  federal  alliance  of  said  States,  Virginia  inclusive,  according  to  their  usual 
respective  proportions  in  the  .general  charge  and  expenditure,  and  shall  be  faithfully  Audbonafide  disposed 
of  for  that  purpose,  and  no  other." 

The  domain  thus  vested  in  the  United  States  was  upon  no  contingency  or  event  to  revert  back  to 
the  States  making  the  cessions,  or  to  become  the  separate  property  of  individual  States.  It  was  expressly 
made  a  cuynmonfvnd,  and  a  trust  and  authority  were  reposed  in  Congress  for  two  general  purposes: 

First.  The  formation  of  now  States  upon  tiie  territory  ceded,  and  their  admission  into  the  Union. 

Second.  The  sale  and  disposal  of  the  lands  by  Congress  for  the  general  use  and  benefit  of  all  the  States. 

The  territories  purchased  of  France  and  Spain  \y  the  money  drawn  from  the  public  treasury  are 
equally  the  common  property  of  the  nation,  although  they  are  not  "held  upon  such  express  trust  or  condi- 
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tion  as  is  cmitaineJ  in  tlie  cessions.     Wliethcr  ac(iuired  in  (Hio  way  or  the  other,  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  is  ap|ilieable  to  the  wliole,  and  tlie  general  legislation  over  them  has  ever  been  the  same. 

It  has  been  asserted  liy  some  individnals,  especially  of  late  years,  that  the  admissidn  of  new  States 
into  the  Union  extingnisiies  the  right  of  the  general  government  to  the  public  domain  within  their  limits, 
and  exposes  the  land  to  immediate  seizure  by  the  individual  States  as  their  own  exclusive  property.  This 
e.xtraordinary  doctrine,  which  goes  at  once  to  destroy  the  long-established  title  of  the  United  States  to 
their  most  valuable  territory,  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  so  maniiestly  unjust  and  groundless  as 
to  require  no  general  discussion  or  elaborate  argument  to  refute  it;  and  they  will,  therefore,  merely  take 
occasion  to  refer  to  a  single  section  of  the  C(jnstitutioa  and  to  one  of  the  compacts  entered  into  by  the 

States. 

As  fast  as  the  i)o|iulatiou  would  ailmit,  new  States  have  been  created  upon  the  public  domain,  both 
within  and  out  of  the  Northwestern  Territorj',  with  all  the  inilitical  rights  of  the  original  States;  and  upon 
their  admission  into  the  Union,  they  have  agreed,  by  express  compacts,  that  thi'ir  krjidaturett  should  never 
interfere  with  the  primary  cliifpoaal  of  the  soil,  nor  unth  any  regulation  Congress  might  find  necessary  for 
seniring  the  title  in  such  soil  to  the  bona  fide  purchasers. 

The  Constitution,  in  article  4,  section  3,  authorizes  Congress  "to  dispose  of  and  make  all  needful 
rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States."  The 
authority  here  given  is  over  territory  as  well  as  all  other  kinds  of  propertj'.  No  difl'erence  is  made 
betwee.'i  them.  If  the  property,  whether  land  or  personal  chatties,  belongs  to  the  United  States,  they 
must  necessarily  have  the  power  as  proprietor  to  hold  and  possess  it.  And  having  this  power  without 
any  limitation,  their  territorial  rights,  equally  with  their  rights  to  the  public  moneys  or  other  propertj', 
may  as  well  exist  within  as  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  States.  The  subsequent  part  of  the  above 
article  asserts  that  "  notiiing-  in  this  Constitution  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prejudice  an_y  claim  of  the 
United  States  or  any  particular  State."  The  claim  or  right  of  the  United  States  to  hold  and  dispose  of 
land  in  particidar  States  had  been  previously  declared,  especially  in  the  ordinance  of  IIST,  and  is  here  in 
the  most  ex|ilicit  manner  not  onl_y  contirmcd,  but  all  construction  or  argunjent  drawn  from  the  Constitu- 
tion prejudicial  to  such  right  is  expressly  excluded. 

In  the  exercise  of  the  trust  and  authority  to  dispose  of  the  public  domain.  Congress  has  directed 
extensive  surveys,  to  be  made  into  townsliips,  sections,  and  subdivisions,  of  the  most  convenient  form, 
exceeding  at  this  time  1^)0,000,000  acres.  The  whole  quantity  that  has  been  sold  to  the  1st  of  January, 
1830,  amounts  in  round  numbers  to  22, .500, 000  acres,  for  which  the  sum  of  $37,145,876  has  been  received 
and  paid  towards  the  redeujption  of  the  national  debt. 

Besides  this  appropriation,  which  is  for  the  couDnon  benefit  of  every  State,  Congress  has  granted  one 
entire  section  of  land,  equal  to  (540  acres,  in  each  township  of  six  miles  square,  in  all  the  States  upon  the 
national  territor}',  amonnting  in  the  whole  to  upwards  of  5,000,000  acres,  to  be  enjoyed  forever  by  the 
iidiabitants  of  such  township  for  the  use  of  schools.  It  has  also  granted  to  the  same  States  the  salt 
springs,  and  one-twentieth  part  of  the  money  arising  from  the  sales  of  land,  for  the  construction  of  roads 
and  canals.  In  addition  to  these  general  grants,  extensive  donations  have  been  made  by  particular  acts 
of  Congress  for  colleges,  academies,  numerous  individuals,  canals,  the  improvement  of  navigable  rivers, 
and  for  other  objects  of  local  as  well  as  natii^ial  concern.  Gratuities  of  the  public  land  were  formerly 
made  with  much  caution  and  with  a  sparing  hand.  Of  late,  however,  a  greater  liberality  has  been 
manifested,  and  in  the  years  1827  and  1828  the  donations  for  internal  improvements  alone  exceeded  the 
amount  of  sales.  Although  most  of  those  grants  may  be  for  the  advancement  of  useful  or  national  objects, 
yet,  from  the  nature  of  the  approjjriations,  they  will  often  be  partial  in  their  operation,  and  confer  privileges 
upon  some  sections  of  the  country  not  equally  imparted  to  others.  If  the  whole  of  the  public  domain  should 
be  disposed  of  by  special  acts  of  Congress,  a  great  increase  of  difficult  legislation  would  be  incurred,  and  with 
the  most  patient  industry  and  juirest  intention,  it  would  be  impossible  for  Congress  to  make  the  apportion- 
ments to  the  dilferent  juirts  of  the  Laiion  so  as  to  render  equal  justice  and  give  general  satisfaction.  The 
committee,  however,  would  not  be  understood  to  imply  any  opinion  against  the  policy  or  right  of  making 
donations  when  objects  of  great  interest  or  of  national  importance  are  presented.  On  the  contrary,  they 
admit  the  power,  and  approve  the  policy  of  making  such  grants.  In  recommending  an  equal  distribution 
of  the  money  that  may  hereafter  arise  from  the  sales  of  land,  it  is  not  the  wish  or  expectation  of  the 
conunittee  to  prevent  future  donations,  or  dinnnish  the  right  and  privileges  of  the  new  States,  abridge  the 
jiower  of  Congress,  or  restraiji  the  exercise  of  any  legislation  in  reference  to  the  public  domain.  The  dis- 
tribution, as  contemplated,  will  amount  to  no  more  than  a  niere  transfer  of  the  proceeds  of  sales  now  appro- 
priated to  redeem  the  public  delit,  when  no  longer  required  for  that  purpose,  directly  to  the  individual 
States  for  their  common  use  and  benefit,  still  leaving  to  Congress  the  same  power  and  discretion  of  making 
grants  and  donations  which  it  has  ever  before  exercised. 

In  regulating  tlie  sales  of  the  public  land,  the  price  has  ever  been  regarded  as  a  subject  of  great 
delicacy  and  importance.  Whether  it  is  now  too  high  or  too  low,  or  should  be  graduated  in  future,  the 
committee  would  not  undertake  to  express  any  opinion.  Some  sentiments  have  been  advanced  that  a 
lilieral  pt)licy  should  induce  Congress  to  reduce  the  price  to  a  very  low  rate  for  the  benefit  of  the  new 
States,  and  even  to  grant  the  lands  without  any  consideration  to  all  who  might  be  induced  to  take  posses- 
sion, for  the  purpose  of  cultivation.  The  committee  are  fully  of  the  opinion  that  the  public  domain  ought 
not  to  be  regarded  as  a  source  of  great  revenue;  yet  it  cannot  be  given  away  to  individuals,  nor  even  in 
any  partial  manner,  without  violating  the  vested  rights  of  the  States  and  the  trust  that  is  reposed  in  the 
general  government.  The  price  ought  never  to  be  so  high  as  to  obstruct  emigration  and  cramp  the 
vigorous  growth  of  the  West,  or  reduced  so  low  as  to  encourage  speculation,  or  depress  materially  the 
value  of  land  heretofore  purchased,  or  the  general  agricultural  interests  of  the  country,  but  fixed  at  that 
moderate  standard  which  shall  render  the  acquisition  of  farms  easy  to  all  persons  of  small  means  and 
common  industry,  and  secure  the  settlement  of  the  new  lands  as  fa.st  as  the  increase  of  population  will  admit. 
The  following  statement  will  show  that  for  the  last  seven  years  the  uniform  and  rapid  increa.se  of 
sales  has  equalled,  and  probably  surpassed,  the  progress  of  population,  although  large  donations  have 
been  made  within  the  same  period.  It  will  also  appear  that  the  average  amount  paid  for  the  lands, 
including  the  auction  as  well  as  private  sales,  has  exceeded  but  a  mere  trifle  the  lowest  government 
price  of  $1  25  per  acre: 
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Yours. 

.\cre8  of  land  Bold. 

Purchase  money. 

Incidental  expenfiCB 
of  till!  sale. 

1823 

653,319 

$850,136 

$71,812 

1824 

749,323 

953,799 

74,621 

1825 

8  9  3, 4  CI 

1,205,068 

72,892 

1820 

847.996 

1,127.500 

111,212 

1827 

926,727 

1,318,006 

121,281 

1828 

9ti5,606 

1,221,357 

95,765 

1829 

1,240,820 

1.55(!,122 

95,127 

EstiiiKiting  the  sales  of  the  hitid  for  the  year  1831  at  the  iiiodcrato  quantity  nl'  1,100,000  acres,  at 
the  rniniinnin  price,  ami  tiie  rejireseiitative  nunihers  nf  the  riiited  States  at  12,000,000,  tiie  result  will 
give  upwards  of  $10,000  to  each  100,000  iidialutaiits,  and,  jiulsj^iiig-  from  tlie  operations  of  the  ]Kist,  we 
have  confidence  in  the  belief  tiiat  for  many  years  and  perhaps  centuries  to  come  the  pulilic  territory  will 
yield  an  income,  increasing  with  the  growth  of  population,  and  allow  of  the  enstdmary  grants  to  new 
States,  and  liberal  donations  to  objects  of  general  interest  and  importance. 

A  great  inequality  exists  between  the  resources  of  the  individual  States  and  nf  the  general  govern- 
nient.  As  the  latter  jiossesses  the  exclusive  right  of  indirect  taxation  by  duties  upon  import.s,  its  treasury 
maj-  always  be  abundant,  while  the  means  of  the  former,  dejiending  almost  entirely  upon  direct  taxation, 
will  be  small  and  limited.  If  the  separate  States  should  r(!alize  tlie  proceeds  of  the  future  sales,  for  the 
purposes  indicated  in  the  resolution,  a  sensible  relic.'f  would  be  al1'iirdi>d  to  their  burdens,  and  a  new 
interest  created,  flowing  from  the  diflusion  of  intelligence  to  strengthen  the  lionds  for  tlie  preservation  of 
the  Union. 

The  numerous  donations  iif  pulilic  land  fir  the  purpnse  (if  education,  and  the  appro|iriatiiins  of  the 
road  and  canal  fund  to  the  new  States,  being"  a  part  of  the  proceeds  of  sales,  have  long  been  considered 
by  ditferent  administrations  as  the  exercise  of  power  authi.irized  by  the  Constitution.  If  Congress  can 
make  direct  grants  of  land  to  literary  institutions  or  to  indiviihial  States,  the  power  of  granting  th(^ 
money  arising  from  the  sales  would  seem  to  be  necessarily  implied.  The  present  resolution  calls  fur  no 
power  of  Congress  which  has  not  always  been  exercised,  neither  does  it  involve  the  right  and  policy  of 
raising  money  by  taxation,  and  transmitting  the  same  to  the  States,  but  merel_y  re(piires  the  equitable 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  a  common  fund  already  lielonging-  to  the  people.  The  Constitution,  which 
authorizes  Congresfi  to  dispose  of  the  territonj  belonging  to  the  United  Statrs,  gives  an  ex|iress  power  <iver  the 
public  domain,  and  implies  the  power  to  sell  and  to  receive  the  jnirchase  money,  and  the  consequent 
power  to  grant  and  appro))riate  the  same  for  all  purposes  authorized  Uy  tiie  Constitution. 

Opinions  have  been  expressed  by  some  that  the  lands  are  {)ledged  for  the  payment  of  the  natii.mal 
deld,  and  that  therefore  the  proceeds  cannot  be  applied  to  other  objects  till  the  whole  of  that  debt  is  extin- 
guished. By  a  reference  to  the  laws  upon  this  subject,  it  will  be  found  that  it  is  t\w  faith  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  not  the  land  or  other  specific  property,  which  is  pledged  for  the  redemption  of  this  debt.  If  the 
land  itself  had  been  pledged,  how  could  the  nullions  of  acres  have  been  granted  for  military  bounties  and 
for  other  purposes  without  violating  the  rights  of  public  creditors,  which  it  is  jiresumed  has  never  been 
done?  The  provision  that  is  made  for  the  discharge  of  the  pulilic  debt,  called  the  "sinking  fund,"  con- 
sists of  nothing  but  the  mere  appropriations  of  monej'  derived  from  difterent  sources  of  revenue,  and  is 
founded  entirely  upon  acts  of  Congress  whicli  may  at  any  time  be  modified  or  repealed,  and  a  new  fund, 
arising  from  other  sources  of  revenue,  be  sulistituted;  and  so  long  as  any  provision  is  made  sufficient  to 
fulfil  the  engagements  of  government,  the  plighted  faitii  of  the  nation  will  remain  inviolate.  By  the  act 
of  the  4th  of  August,  1790,  the  pulilic  land  itself  is  not  pledged,  but  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  are  apipro- 
}}riaied  tonvrds  sinking  and  discharging  the  delits  of  the  United  States,  In  like  manner  the  duties  on  stills 
and  distilled  spirits,  among  other  things,  wtu'e  appropriated  towards  effecting  the  same  object;  yet  in 
1802,  and  while  a  largo  portion  of  tlie  debt  was  in  existence,  those  duties  were  repealed.  By  the  act  of 
the  3d  of  March,  1817,  all  former  laws  of  Congress  making  appropriations  for  the  reimbursement  of  the 
principal  or  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  public  debt  were  expressly  abolished,  and  a  new  sinking  fund, 
amounting  to  not  less  than  §10,000,000  per  annum,  was  created.  The  appiropriations  for  this  new  fund 
were  frcjm  "  the  proceeds  of  the  duties  on  mercliandise  imported,  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels,  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  internal  duties,  and  of  the  sales  of  the  western  lands,"  and  also  from  surpluses  of  revenue. 
At  the  next  session  of  Congress  succeeding  this  act  one  of  the  sources  of  revenue  was  entirely  extin- 
guished by  the  act  abolishing  the  internal  duties;  and  cannot  the  same  power  abolish  either  of  the  other 
Sources  of  revenue,  or,  if  policy  require,  direct  the  incinne  arising  from  the  same  to  purposes  other  than 
that  ti.i  which  it  is  now  appropriated  ? 

The  national  debt,  however,  has  become  so  reduced  that  the  whole  of  the  sinking  fund  will  not  be 
necessary,  beyond  the  present  year,  for  its  redemption.     The  real  amount  of  the  funded  debt  on  the  1st  of 

January,'  1830,  was $41,522,869  00 

From  this  may  be  deducted  the  debt,  consisting  of  stock  bearing  an  interest  of  only  three 

per  cent.,  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  government,  the  market  value  of  which 

is  now  so  high  that  it  cannot  be  purchased  at  the  rate  limited  by  the  existing  law, 

consisting  of .' 13,296,249  00 

Balance 28,226.620  00 

Of  this  balance  there  will  be  due   and  redeemable  in   1830  only $8,017,695  00 

1831               6,018,900  00 

1832          2,227,364  00 

1833 2,227,364  00 

1S34 4,735,297  00 

28,226,620  00 
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The  amount  of  the  sinking  fund  which  was  applied  to  the  pa^yment  of  the  public  debt  in  1829  was 
$12,405,005. 

Under  the  continuance  of  tiie  present  system  of  duties,  it  may  be  safely  estimated  that  it  will  not 
hereafter  be  less  than  112,000,000  |ier  annum!  From  a  mere  inspection  of  these  facts,  it  is  manifest  that 
the  fund  will  soon  accumulate,  and  a  large  proportion  remain  idle  in  the  treasury  unless  the  revenue  is 
reduced,  or,  in  part,  appropriated  to  new  objects. 

As  t!ie  proceeds  of  tlie  sales  can  be  required  but  a  short  time  longer  for  the  redemption  of  the  public 
debt,  and  may  even  now  be  dispensed  witli,  some  jirovision  becomes  necessary  for  their  (,Jisposal  hereafter. 
Before  any  appropriation  was  made  for  the  national  debt,  the  lands  in  the  western  country  belonged  to  the 
individual  States.  Their  interest  still  continues,  and  Congress,  now  holding  their  property  in  trust,  is 
bound  in  good  faith  to  dispose  of  it  for  their  common  use  and  beneiit. 

The  cessions  from  all  tiie  States,  e.xcept  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  declare  generally,  that  the  territory 
granted  shall  be  for  the  use  and  benetit  of  the  United  States,  and  such  States  as  may  become  members 
of  the  federal  alliance,  and  for  no  other  purpose  whatever.  The  cessions  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina 
further  direct  that  the  land  conveyed  shall  be  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  States,  according  to  their 
several  respective  proportions  in  the  general  charge  and  ejpenditure.  At  the  time  of  these  cessions,  which  were 
made  under  the  old  confeileration,  e.xcept  that  of  North  Carolina,  Congress  ])ossessed  no  power  of  raising 
a  revenue  by  taxation,  but  njerely  made  requisitions  upon  the  difi'erent  States  for  their  respective  propor- 
tions of  tlie  general  ciiarge  and  expense.  By  the  8th  article  of  the  confederation,  these  proportions  were 
to  be  determined  by  the  value  of  land,  thereafter  to  be  estimated.  No  valuation,  however,  was  ever  taken, 
and  Congress  was  obliged  to  make  arbitrary  ap|)ortioninents,  founded,  as  must  be  presumed,  upon  the  best 
estimate  of  property  and  the  persons  eaiialih;  of  rendering  assistance  to  the  country.  In  1183  a  resolution 
was  passed  i-eei)mmending  that  the  ijroportion  of  charge  and  expense  should  be  determined  by  the  number 
of  inhabitants,  including  ttiose  tiound  to  servitude  for  a  term  of  years,  and  three-ffths  of  all  other  persons,  except 
Indians  not  paging  ta.res.  This  is  the  precise  rule  whicii  was  afterwards  incorporated  into  the  Constitution 
for  the  apportionment  of  direct  taxes  and  rei)resentatives  among  the  States.  In  the  year  succeeding  this 
resolution  Virginia  made  her  cession  ;  and  after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  in  17'J0,  North  Carolina 
did  the  same.  It  may  be  presumed  that  these  States  had  reference  to  the  above  principle  for  ascertaining 
the  respective  pro|)ortions  of  charge  and  expense  ;  and,  of  course,  the  interest  in  the  land  ceded  to  which 
each  State  was  entitled.  The  committee  believe  that  such  was  the  expectation  of  the  parties,  and  that 
wlien  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  is  made  it  should  be  upon  that  principle.  The  rule  may  be  applied 
with  equal  justice  and  propriety  to  the  whole  of  the  public  domain.  It  is  founded  upon  the  basis  of 
taxation  and  population  ;  is  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution  ;  and,  if  the  money  is  applied  to  the 
promotion  of  education,  it  will  distribute  the  same  to  the  diflerent  States  and  Territories,  according  to  the 
number  of  persons  to  be  educated  and  the  general  expense  of  instruction. 

The  adoption  of  the  population  upon  which  representation  is  founded,  instead  of  the  number  of 
representatives  in  this  House,  as  the  guide  of  distribution,  is  perfectly  consistent  with  the  principle  of 
the  resolution,  and  will  prevent  any  loss  or  inequality  in  the  different  States,  particularly  the  small  ones, 
that  may  result  from  fractions  in  the  representative  numbers. 

The  committee  propose  that  the  general  distriljution  be  founded  upon  the  next  census  to  be  taken  ; 
that  it  go  into  operation  on  the  1st  of  July,  1831,  and  be  regulated  thereafter  by  everj'  decennial  enume- 
ration. As  the  relative  increase  of  population  in  the  new  States  upon  the  pulalic  domain  will  be  more 
rapid  than  in  the  old  ones,  the}'  recommend  that,  for  their  benetit,  an  enumeration  be  taken  at  the  end  of 
five  years  succeeding  each  general  census. 

In  relation  to  the  application  of  the  money  arising  from  the  public  lands,  the  committee  are  well 
satisfied  that  if  it  be  limittHl  to  any  single  object,  the  permanent  and  general  difl'usion  of  intelligence  being' 
so  important,  not  only  to  the  prosperity  and  honor  of  the  country,  but  essential  to  the  very  existence  and 
preservation  of  our  republican  institutions,  that  it  presents  the  first  and  strongest  claim  to  the  attention 
and  patronage  of  government.  The  promoti(Ui  of  other  objects,  however,  is  of  so  great  and  general 
importance,  that  it  is  worthy  of  consideration  whetlier  some  latitude  of  discretion  should  not  be  intrusted 
to  the  legislatures  of  the  different  States,  to  select  objects  interesting  to  themselves,  to  which  their 
portion  of  the  revenue  might,  in  whole  or  in  part,  be  applied.  As  the  resolution  is  limited  to  education 
only,  the  committee  recommend  the  accompanj'ing  bill  for  that  purpose. 
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ON  AN   APPLICATION  FOR   INDEMNITY  OR  RETROCESSION  OF  LAND    OCCUPIED  BY  THE 

UNITED  STATES  AS  A   GARRISON. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOCSE  OF  REPRESE.N'TATIVES  MARCH   19,   1830. 

Mr.  Baylor,  from   the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  were  referred   the  petition  and  docu- 
ments of  the  heirs  of  Jeremiah  Buckley,  deceased,  reported: 

That  (ieorge  Musser,  Sarah  Musser,  John  Smith  and  Margaret  Smith,  James  G.  Ennia  and  Catharine 
Ennis,  the  petitioners,  represent  that  about  June  11,  1196,  Jeremiah  Buckle}',  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
purchased  of  one  T.  Dubois,  then  of  the  territory  ncjrthwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  a  tract  of  land  containing 
one  hundred  acres,  situate  on  the  Wabash  river,  about  three  miles  above  the  town  of  Vincennes,  for  the 
consideration  of  one  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  which  sum  appears  to  have  been  paid,  from  a  receipt  filed 
among  the  papers,  and  shortly  thereafter  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  and  deceased,  leaving  the  said  Sarah, 
Margaret,  Catharine,  and  one  Bon,  namely,  Thomas  Buckley,  hie  infant  heirs,  of  tcadcr  years;  that  after- 
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wards  the  saitl  Sarali  iiitcrniairicd  witlj  Gcdrj;"!'  ^^ll.sspl■,  ^fari^^an't  witli  .Tolm  Sinitli,  and  Catharine  with 
James  G.  Eniiis,  all  livinp;  now  and  citizens  of  Warren  county,  State  of  Kentucky;  that  the  said  Thomas 
Buckley  has  sold  and  transferred  his  interest  in  the  same  to  the  said  Jcihn  Smith;  that  tlie  said  Dubois, 
subse(|Uently  to  the  sale  and  contract,  as  above  stated,  to  the  said  Buckley,  viz:  al)<int  the  11th  of  June 
1803,  conveyed  one  hundred  arpents  of  the  said  land,  equid  to  eij;'hty-live  acres,  to  the  United  States  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting-  a  g-arrison,  &c.,  and  made  a  deed  of  conveyance  accordinL,^ly,  IVom  which  it  aiiiiears 
that  the  said  Ihibois  recog-nized  the  conveyance  previously  made  to  the  said  Buckley,  and  jirovided  therein 
for  indemnity  from  the  United  States,  in  cas(>  the  heirs  of  the  said  Buckley  should  ever  call  on  him  or  his 
heirs  for  the  land.  The  pt'titioners  affirm  that  Dubois  sold  to  the  said  15uckley  one  hundred  acres,  and  nut 
one  hundred  arpents,  as  re|iresented  by  the  deed  to  the  United  States.  They  now  ask  a  retrocession  of 
the  land,  and  compensation  for  the  destruction  of  timber,  &c.,  during  the  time  it  was  occupied  by  the 
troops  of  the  United  States.  The  material  facts,  as  set  forth  relative  to  the  contract  by  Dubois  to  Buckley, 
and  the  deed  subsequently  made  by  Dubois  to  the  United  States,  are  satisfactorily  proven  by  documentary 
evidence;  it  is  also  proven,  by  the  atlidavit  of  three  persons  certified  by  a  magistrate  t(i'br  respectable 
citizens  of  Knox  county,  Indiana,  that  the  United  States  kept  possession  of  the  said  land  fnmi  1803  to 
about  1813;  that  during  this  time  the  timber  was  destroyed  or  made  use  of  for  building  the  garrison,  &c., 
and  that  its  value  might  be  estimated  at  something  like  four  hundred  dollars.  The  committee  are  of 
opinion  that  the  prayer  of  tlie  petitioners,  as  relates  to  the  retrocession  of  the  land,  is  reasonable  and  just, 
and  report  the  bill  heretofore  reported  by  tiiis  comniitte(!  at  a  former  session  of  (J(jngress  for  that  pur|)ose; 
but  as  respects  the  amount  demanded  for  the  timber  and  the  use  of  the  land,  they  pruposi'  to  "-ive  a 
reasonable  compensation,  which  is  also  provided  for  in  the  bill  herewith  reported. 
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LOCATION    OF    REVOLUTIONARY    BOUNTY    LAND    WARRANTS. 

COIIMUXICATKU  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  BEl'RESENTATIVES  MARCH   22,    1830. 

General  Land  Office,  March  3,  1830. 

Sir:  Y^our  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo,  covering  a  resolution  of  the  Himse  of  Representatives,  as  to  the 
expediency  of  authorizing  the  holders  of  revolutionary  land  warrants  to  locate  the  same  on  anj-  of  the 
public  lands  that  have  been  offered  for  sale,  was  duly  received,  and  in  reply  I  have  to  state  that,  from 
information  received  from  tlie  Department  of  War,  it  appears  that  four  hundred  and  twentj--niue  warrants 
for  land  bounty  for  revolutionary  services  have  been  issued  from  January  1,  1826,  to  February  28,  1830. 
The  quantity  of  land  embraced  in  these  warrants  is  sixty-two  thousand  eight  hundred  acres.  Of  the  lands 
originally  appropriated  to  satisfy  the  warrants  issued  for  services  in  the  revolutionary  war,  only  thirtj- 
five  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-seven  acres  remained  subject  to  location  on  the  1st  of  the  present 
month;  and  it  is  believed  that  the  warrants  which  have  been  issued  and  are  yet  nnlocated  will  require  a 
greater  quantity  of  land  to  satisfy  them.  The  lands  now  subject  to  location,  although  well  situated  in  a 
populous  countiy,  are  of  very  inferior  quality. 

It  would  therefore  seem  expedient  tliat  some  further  provision  should  be  made  for  satisfying  this 
description  of  land  warrants. 

The  resolution  enclosed  bj-  you  proposes  to  allow  the  holders  of  this  description  of  warrants  the 
privilege  of  entering  any  of  the  public  lands  subject  to  entry  at  private  sale.  To  this  provision  I  perceive 
no  decisive  objection.     I  would,  however,  take  the  liberty  to  propose,  in  lieu  of  this  provision: 

That  in  all  cases  where  the  original  claimant  shall  surrender  the  land  warrant  issued  to  him  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office,  a  certificate  of  stock  shall  be  issued  for  the  same  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar 
and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  for  the  quantity  of  land  embraced  bj-  said  warrant,  which  certificate  of 
stock  shall  be  signed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  countersigned  by  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Land  Office,  and  which  certificate  of  stock  shall  be  receivable  in  payment  for  any  of  the  public  lands. 

This  would  enable  the  original  claimant  either  to  locate  lands  that  were  subject  to  entry,  or  to 
purchase  lands  at  public  sale,  or  to  obtain  money  for  the  stock;  and  it  would  very  much  relieve  the  land 
officers,  who  would  have  no  criterion  by  which  they  could  decide  on  the  genuineness  of  a  land  warrant, 
but  who,  from  their  knowledge  of  the  handwriting  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Land  Office,  and  from  other  precautions  that  would  be  taken,  would  rarely,  if  ever,  be  deceived  as 
to  the  genuineness  of  the  certificates  for  stock.  The  lands  in  Ohio  which  remain  nnlocated  would  be 
entirely  adequate  to  satisfy  all  the  warrants  that  have  been  or  may  be  assigned  by  the  original  claimants, 
and  should  be  reserved  for  that  purpose.  These  provisions  would  effectually  check  speculation  in  this 
description  of  land  warrants. 

With  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 

Hon.  Robert  Potter,  Hoiige  of  Eepret^entatives. 
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2l8T  CON-GRESS.  I  No.     83(5.  [IsT  SESSION. 

ON  AN  APPLICATION  OF  REGISTERS  AND  RECEIVERS  OF   LAND   OFFICES  FOR  INCREASE 

OF  COMPENSATION. 

COMMl'.NICATEI)    TO    THE    HOTSE    (IF    REl'KESENTATIVES    M.iRC'H    22,    1830. 

Mr.  Hunt,  I'rorii  tlie  Conuiiittce  on  I'ulilio  Lands,  ti.i  wlinni  wa.s  refcrrecl  tlio  petition  of  C.  Downing,  register 
of  tiie  hind  office  at  St.  Augustine,  in  East  Florida,  and  of  W.  II.  Alien,  receiver  of  public  moneys, 
reported: 

The  jjetitiuners  re()resent  that  aince  the  first  establishment  of  the  land  offices  the  officers  have 
furni-shed,  at  their  own  expense,  both  offices  and  fuel,  not  only  for  their  own  use,  but  also  for  the  accom- 
modation of  those  who  have  business  with  them.  They  consider  that  this  expense  is  unjust,  and  pray 
that  some  relief  may  be  attorded  them. 

By  the  act  of  April  20,  1818,  the  registers  receive  an  annual  salary  of  five  hundred  dollars  and  a 
commission  of  one  per  centum  on  all  the  moneys  expressed  in  the  receipts  for  lands  sold.  The  receivers 
are  entitled  to  the  same  annual  salary,  and  also  to  one  per  centum  on  all  the  moneys  received.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  above  salaries  and  connnissions,  they  are  allowed  pay  for  certain  extra  services;  but  the 
amount  which  each  one  may  receive  in  any  one  year  for  commission  and  salary  is  linutcd  to  $3,000.  The 
committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  compensation  now  allowed  by  law  is  sufficient,  and  that  no  addition 
shciuld  be  made  for  offices  and  fuel,  and  therefore  recommend  the  following  resolution: 

Jifsolvecl,  Tliat  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

2'u  the  honorajjlc  the  Si'.nate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  : 

The  petition  of  the  undersigned,  who  now  do  or  who  have  heretofore  held  appointments  under  the 
government  of  the  United  States  in  the  land  offices  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  respectfully  represent 
that,  in  their  opinion,  the  compensation  that  has  been  heretofore  received  is  less  than  that  paid  to  any  of 
the  other  officers  under  the  government,  in  proportion  to  the  services  rendered  and  the  expenses  incurred; 
that  since  the  first  establishment  of  the  land  offices  the  officers  have  furnished,  at  their  own  expense,  both 
oflices  and  fuel,  not  only  for  their  own,  but  for  the  accommodation  of  those  who  had  business  with  them. 
Though  this  practice  has  prevailed  for  a  number  of  years,  and  ajiparentlj-  acquiesced  in  by  some,  yet  all 
have  believed  it  unjust  that  they  should  have  been  compelled  to  encounter  this  expense  in  addition  to 
others  incident  to  the  business  they  were  required  to  perform.  Your  petitioners  feel  confident  that  this 
supposed  acquiescence  on  their  part  will  not  prevent  your  honorable  body  from  granting  them  relief  if 
the  justice  of  the  case  requires  it;  and  they  hope  this  application  may  be  taken  into  consideration,  and 
such  relief  granted  as  the  merits  of  their  case  may  require.     And,  as  in  duty  bound,  they  will  pray. 

C.  DOWNING,  Register, 
W.  U.  ALLEN,  Receiver, 
Land  Office,  St.  Augustine,  East  Florida. 
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ON  AN  APPLICATION  FOR  COMPENSATION  FOR  LOCATING  TWO   TOWNSHIPS   OP   LAND 
FOR  A  SEMINARY  OF  LEARNING  IN  FLORIDA. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    MARCH    23,    1830. 

Mr.  Hunt,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  25th  of 
February  last,  directing  them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  compensation  to  Richard  C. 
Allen,  esq.,  for  locating  two  townships  of  land  for  a  seminary  of  learning,  under  the  provisions  of 
an  act  of  Congress,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  reported: 

The  nature  of  the  above  claim,  and  the  material  facts  in  relation  to  it,  may  be  seen  in  the  following 
rcsdlutions  of  the  legislative  council  of  Florida,  marked  A,  and  the  subjoined  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  marked  B: 

A. 

"  Whereas  by  an  act  of  Congress  it  is  provided  that  the  two  townships  of  land  reserved  for  a  semi- 
nary of  learning  in  the  Territory  of  Florida  shall  be  located  in  sections,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  and  whereas,  also,  it  appears  by  the  correspondence  between  the  Secretary 
and  his  excellency  Governor  Duval,  that  the  latter  was  authorized  to  locate  said  lands,  and  that  the 
governor,  in  pursuance  of  said  authority,  employed  R.  C.  Allen,  esq.,  to  locate  the  same,  who  rendered 
important  services  in  making  said  selection,  in  consequence  gf  which  the  last  legislative  council  adopted 
a  resolution  giving  to  the  said  R.  C.  Allen  two  entire  sections  of  said  land  for  his  services  and  expenses 
in  locating  the  same:  Now,  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  legislative  council  that  their  predecessors  had  no 
right  or  power  over  the  laud  granted. 

"  1.  Because  they  have  given  that  which  they  had  no  property  or  fee-simple  in,  and  therefore  the  grant 
is  a  nullity  in  itself  as  respects  the  title  to  said'land. 
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"2.  Becauso  tlic  only  oflcct  wliicli  such  a  R-ift  ran  luivo  is  to  crcali'  an  inili'fiiiilo  dclit  ai;-ain.st,  tlio 
Territory,  for  wliicli  siic  has  rccrivcd  as  yet  no  C(|nival<>iit,  as  i]n-  lands  arc  icsn  vcd  lur  a  s|iccitii- 
pnrposo,  to  he  given  to  tiic  State  oi' TciTitnry  whiMi  and  nuiicr  what  I'cstriel  inns  tlic  i;-ovcnnM<'nt  ol'  the 
United  States  may  jdeasi'. 

"  ;>.  JMH'anse  it  is  helieved  that  th«^  government  never  intended  that  either  the  tenitm-y  "r  the  land 
so  reserved  siionld  jiay  liie  expense  ol'  loeation.     Tlierelore—  - 

"  /)'<•  if  n'sdln'il,  tinit  it  is  tlie  upininn  el"  liiis  council  tiiat  tiie  said  li.  (J.  Alien  should  apply  to  thi> 
•Toverninent,  nv  tin?  proper  authority,  lor  compensation  tor  his  st'rvices  and  expenses  in  locating  said  land. 

"  lie  it  I'iirthrr  resolved,  That  our  delegate  in  Congress  he  reipn^steil  In  rep.irt  to  the  ne\l  legislative 
council  wlietlier  the  governmeni  will  pay  for  (he  location  of  said  land;   and 

"  Be  if  furfhi-r  ivmlffd,  Thai  the  <derl;  he.  ami  he  is  hereby,  directeil  to  feru'.ird  a  copy  of  the  lore- 
g-oing  preamble  anil  resoiiilions  to  our  ilelegate  in  Congress,  and  that  he  also  furnish  llie  said  I!.  C.  .Mien 
with  a  copy  thereof." 

.\dopt'ed   N.nemher  -iO.   1S-J!I, 

I'llO.M  AS   .Ml    NhOK, 
Ctrr/.'  1,1'  fhr   /.riii^lalirr   <'<iiiiii-il  nf  I' li.riilil 


H. 

Ti!i:.\si  Rv  llKiMnniKNi'.  Fflwinin/  is,  ls:',l). 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  retnin  the  resolution  of  the  legislative  council  of  I'loijila  which  you  trans- 
mitted to  me,  respecting  the  claim  of  R.  C.  Allen  for  coujpen.sation  for  his  siTvices  in  selecting,  umler  the 
direction  of  the  g(jvernor  of  Floriila,  the  two  townships  of  laud  reserved  for  a  seminary  of  learning  in 
that  Territory.  And  in  answer  to  your  note,  which  accompani(»d  it,  1  have  to  infornr  you  that  the  law  by 
whicli  authority  was  given  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  locate  those  lands  provided  no  i-ompen- 
satioii  for  selecting  them,  that  no  apiu'opriatiou  for  tliat  purpose  has  otherwise  been  made,  and  that  in 
no  instance  has  any  aUowance  either  \\>v  services  or  exiienses  been  made  liy  the  treasury  for  any  such 
s(dectioii. 

I  have  th<'  honor  to  be,  \-erv  respect I'nilv,  your  obedient  si'ivanl. 

S.     I».     INlJll  \\|.   ,Scr;v/(//-//  o/'///e    7'/vw..lo-V. 

lion.  d.  M.  W'nirK.  nf  Fl<i>-iil(i.  J/misi-  uf  /ii/in.<iiifnlirrs. 

The  committee  will  not  undertake  to  express  any  opinion  of  the.  right  and  power  of  tln^  legislative 
council  of  Fh.u'ida  to  grant  the  aforesaid  two  sectimis  of  land  to  the  said  Itichard  (J.  .Vllen,  esip,  lU'  give 
any  advice  in  relation  to  the  ju-oper  course  for  him  to  pursue  in  obtainin,g  ]ia,v  for  his  services  and  cx|)ense; 
but  merely  state  that,  in  their  opinion,  he  has  no  just  or  eiputabh;  claim  for  compensation  against  the 
United  States,  and  recommend  the  following  residution: 

Iii')<olcrd,   That  it  is  inexpedient  to  allow  the  alio\"e  i-laim. 


T.u.i..\u.\ssKE,  Florida,  dnniinri/  12,  lS2il. 

Dk.4R  Sir:  By  a  resolution  of  tlie  last  le,gislative  council  a  ri'sohitinn  jiassed  at  a  previous  session, 
for  my  benefit,  is  referred  to  you,  and,  through  ,you,  to  Con.gress.  That  you  may  understand  something 
more  of  the  merits  of  the  claim  tliaii  you  can  do  from  tlu^  resolutions  themselves,  I  beg  leave  to  present 
for  your  consideration  a  few  observations. 

The  ri'solutions  referred  to  ,you  have  seen.  You  will  recollect,  also,  that  the  lirst  act  of  Congress 
.granted  for  a  "  seminarj',''  &c.,  two  entire  townships,  to  be  located  under  the  directions  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  one  in  the  western  and  the  other  in  tlie  eastern  land  district.  The  selection  of  these 
townships  was  referred  to  Governor  Duval,  hy  Mr.  Kusli,  in  the  tail  of  1^25.  The  governor,  bein.g  desirous 
that  the  st'lections  should  be  made  at  an  early  time  and  to  the  greatest  advanta.ge,  urg(.'d  Major  Lewis 
and  myself  to  undertake  it,  supjiosin.g  from  our  observation  and  experience  in  these  matters,  our  knowledgi^ 
<jf  the  situation  of  the  fine  lands,  i^c,  that  we  could  do  more  justice  to  the  Territor.y  than  any  other 
persons  here.  After  much  hesitation  on  our  part,  and  after  being  much  importuned,  I  very  riductantly 
undertook  the  locatiims,  and  immediately  proceedeil  to  the  business.  In  the  winter  cd'  1S25-'2G.  Lewis 
and  myself  ]iroceeded  to  the  Chippola  countrj',  wliere  wo  remained  six  weeks,  industriously  employed  in 
traversing  that  country,  a  labor  of  the  most  arduous  and  un]5leasant  descriiition.  This  examinatiiju 
resulted  in  the  selection  of  a  township  which  is  admitted  by  all  to  embrace  a  greater  proportion  of  fine 
lands  than  any  other  in  that  section  of  country.  By  acting  promptly  I  was  enabled  to  select  this  town- 
ship before  the  township  granted  to  the  deaf  and  dumb  asylum  wms  located,  wdiich  prevented  the  agent 
going  into  it  for  any  sliare  of  his  township.  The  pre-emption  law  extracteil  a  lar.go  portion  of  the 
township  referred  to.  Subsequently  you  procured  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  the  location 
of  the  remaining  township,  and  the  quantity  extracted  by  pre-emption  claims  from  the  lirst  to  lie  made 
in  sections.  The  country  was  extensive  and  but  little  known,  being  entirely  unsettled,  exc(>pt  in 
those  parts  where  pre-empti(ui  claims  covered  the  good  lands,  or  at  least  left  vacant  Imt  few  tracts 
of  a  section,  in  a  square  form,  that  could  be  esteemed  valuable  or  (jf  good  ipiality.  These  circum- 
stances could  not  have  been  anticipated  by  me,  but  they  added  greatly  to  the  lalioi-  and  to  the 
expenses  of  the  undertaking.  I  was  aware  that  the  trust  was  a  responsible  one,  and  note  1  discovered 
tlie  expenses  and  labor  would  greatly  exceed  what  I  had  at  first  supposed,  and  that  my  only  reward 
would  probably  be  the  ill  will,  sometimes  abuse,  of  persons  who  wished  to  purchase  lands  wliicli  1 
thought  it  my  duty  to  select,  besides  seriously  affecting  my  interest  in  other  respects.  Olfen  have  1 
repented  most  heartily  the  enga.gement,  but  was  urged  to  continue.  T  have  frequently  gone,  with  a  party 
of  hands  employed  aiid  paid   by  myself,  with  pack  hiu'ses,  provisions,  and  camp  equipments,  preiiareil   to 
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remain  several  weeks  lur  the  purpose  of  making  selections  for  the  seminary.  My  expenses  were  neces- 
sarily very  considerable.  I  can,  at  any  time,  convince  any  impartial  mind  that  I  will  be  grcnitly  loser 
by  the  business  if  the  two  sections  arc  secured  to  mo,  as  contemplated  by  the  tirst  resolution.  To 
convince  you  of  the  correctness  of  this  statement,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  remark  that  many  tracts  have 
been  selected  and  reserved  bj'  nie  which  I  could  have  purchased  without  competition  and  sold  again, 
almiisi  immediately,  at  from  lour  to  six  dollars  per  acre.  Many  instances  have  occurred  in  which  it 
would  have  been  attended  with  no  difficulty.  Your  knowledge  of  this  country,  and  the  dispersed  manner 
in  which  the  fine  lands  are  scattered  over  its  face,  the  labor  and  difficulty  attending  a  close  and  minute 
examination  so  as  to  obtain  tiie  best  lands,  will  enable  you  to  appreciate  my  services. 

I  believe  that  it  is  conceded  liy  every  one  that  the  lands  reserved  are  the  very  best  that  could  have 
been  obtained,  and  that  probably  no  otjier  person  in  the  country  could  have  done  the  Territory  more 
justice.  .Nor  is  it  objected  that  the  two  sectioTis  is  an  extravagant  allowance,  but  the  id(,>a  is  that  the 
land  itself  ought  not  to  be  appropriated  in  this  manner,  and  that  the  govei'nfnent  of  the  United  States 
ought  to  pay  all  expenses  of  location,  because  the  law  directs  that  the  locations  shall  be  made  under  the 
directions  of  the  Secretarj'  of  the  Treasury.  I  cannot  believe,  however,  that  Congress  can  be  persuader! 
that  the  g(n-ernment  is  properly  chargeable  with  such  expenses.  It  appears  to  nie  that  the  expense  of 
selecting,  &c.,  is  justly  and  fairly  chargeable  against  the  land  itself.  The  government  granted,  for  a 
specified  object,  two  townships  of  land,  to  be  "located,"  &c.,  upon  any  lands  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
&c.  Now,  until  these  lands  are  selected,  in  pursuance  of  the  act,  the  grant  is  not  complete;  it  nowhere 
attaches;  it  is  not  available.  To  perfect  the  grant,  an  after  act  is  necessary,  the  performance  of  vvhicli 
will  be  attended  with  necessary  and  unavoidable  expenses.  Tliere  is  no  provision  by  the  grantee  for  the 
payment  of  such  expenses.  Certainly,  under  such  circumstances,  liie  property,  when  obtained,  should  be 
charg"ed  therewith.     All  the  States  which  have  received  similar  grants  have  paid  for  locating,  &c. 

The  case  is  simply  this:  a  very  laborious,  troublesome,  and  expensive  service  has  been  performed,  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  those  who  held  the  supervision  and  direction  thereof,  and  of  all  others  who 
have  taken  the  trouble  to  examine  for  themselves.  Indeed,  none  have  complained.  These  services  were 
performed  and  these  expenses  incurred  to  perfect  or  render  complete  that  whicli  was  before  imperfect  and 
incomplete.  I5y  them  it  is  admitted  that  it  has  been  d(jne  in  an  advantageous  and  satisfactory  inannei'. 
What,  then,  is  more  equitable  and  just  than  that  the  same  grant  should  be  charged  with  all  necessary 
expenses,  and  a  fair  compensation  for  services  by  which  it  has  been  greatly  increased  in  value;  and  what 
could  be  more  unjust  than  to  detain  from  me  a  just  and  equitable  allowance  lor  services  and  a  restoration 
of  moneys  necessarily  expended  in  the  performance  of  that  service.  I  put  it  to  your  unbiased  judgment 
whether,  npon  every  principle  of  justice,  I  have  not  a  right  to  demand  of  the  grant,  or  property  itself, 
such  compensation.  Then,  as  to  the  reasonableness  of  the  allowance  made  in  the  lirst  resolution,  I  will 
remark  that  none  of  the  members  thought  the  allowance  too  great.  Several  of  them  have  informed  me 
that  they  would  give  me  a  statement  to  that  effect,  and  that  they  were  fully  convinced  that  the  two 
sections  would  be  quite  moderate  enough.  Their  value  has  been  greatly  exaggerated  in  a  piece  signed 
Junius,  which  I  suppose  you  have  seen.  I  would  say  the  value,  as  he  gives  it,  is  at  least  double  that 
which  could  be  obtained  in  any  reasonable  time,  if  ever.  Major  Adair  has  been  here  and  witnessed  the 
progress  of  this  business,  and  to  him  I  beg  leave  to  refer  j-ou  for  the  correctness  of  matters  of  fact  stated 
above.  Should  you  concur  in  the  view  of  the  matter  taken  above,  I  hope  you  will  interest  yourself  for 
me,  and  obtain  the  act  of  C(mgress  conteniplated  by  the  first  resolution.  1  Impe  you  will  excuse  this;  it 
was  written  in  much  haste.' 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  ALLEN. 

Hon  J,  M.  Winnc. 


2IsT  Congress.]  No.    838.  -  [1st  Session. 


ON  CLAIM  TO  LAND  IN  MICHIGAN. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    MARCH    23,    1830. 

Mr.  Fn.sTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  claims  of  James  Vieux, 
Amabie  Carboneux,  Paul  Vieux,  Pieriche  Carboneux,  jr.,  James  Vieux,  jr.,  and  Joseph  Vieux,  for  lands 
in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  reported  : 

That  they  have  examined  the  evidence  suljmittcd  by  the  claimants,  together  with  the  acts  of  Congress 
applicable  to  cases  of  this  kind.  It  does  not  appear  that  these  claims  ever  were  submitted  to  the  tribunal 
instituted  to  receive  and  examine  them.  Nor  do  the  petitioners  state  any  reason  why  such  application 
was  not  made,  or  if  made,  why  not  confirmed.  Nor  does  it  appear  to  the  committee  but  that  these 
claimants  may  have  had  otlier  lands  confirmed  to  them.  With  these  deficiencies  in  the  evidence,  the 
committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  petitioners  are  not  entitled  to  a  confirmation  of  their  titles  to  the  lands 
by  them  respectively  claimed. 
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21ST   C0NT,RES.S.]  ^"      "39  [  1  ST  SkSSIOX  . 

O  \    <'  1,,\  1  M    TO    I.  A  .\  1»    IN    LO  r  IS]  A  N  A 

(•(iMMrNHAiKn  TO  Till:  iiiirsK  oi'  Ki:ri!i:si:NT.\nvi:.-<  m.m'j  n  -j;!,  ls:;o. 

Ml'.  Fd.stkk,  riMiii  the  Ciiininitti'c    mi    Friv^ilc    Lainl    Chiinis.   In   wliniii  was   icrirrcil   (lie    pclil  luii  (T    I'iirir 
KariR'Vi'lluii,  Alrxaiiili  r  I..iiii-lnl,  l.mii.s  Ivstcvcn,  .and  ( J  j('L;-nirc  Altaclius,  rr|»iitc(l: 

Tliat  tlK'V  have  (■.xamiiiL'il  tlic  (.'viili'iicf  .■^ultmittcil  in  .■iii|)]iuit  cif  llic  rlaiins  ..I'  tin'  tliife  petitinnor.s 
first  named,  (tlicix-  being-  im  testiinnny  ndalivi'  tu  ihc  el.iiin  of  Attaehns. )  and  al.-^o  an  extract  til' t lie  repurt 
of  the  register  and  receiver,  t(.>  wlimii  these  claiins  were  .sulmiitted  in  1815.  In  that  re[iiirt  said  claims 
are  embraced  in  cla.ss  Xo.  T.  This  cla.ss  nt'  claims  the  register  and  receiver  conceived  ought  not  to  be 
continned,  fur  the  reasons  set  forth  in  their  report,  an  extract  nf  wliicli  acc(impaiiii\s  this  repurt.  .\nd 
when  the  committee  advert  to  the  superior  opportunity  which  tlie  register  and  receiver  had  of  investigating 
these  claims,  as  well  as  of  ascertaining  the  character  of  the  witnesses  by  which  tlicy  arc  snp|initi  d,  they 
see  no  suflicieiit  reason  for  reversing  the  decision,  particularly  aflci-  a  lapse  of  liftecii  years. 

The  committee  therefore  recommend  the  following  res(jlutiiiii  : 

Ri'.<:ol ved ,  That  the  petitioners  are   not  i-ntitled  to  a  confirmation  of   their  titles  iw  the  lamU  b\   ihi-m 


respec 


ctivelv  (dainied. 


2  1st  .Coxcress.]  No.    840.  [1st  Session. 

OX    CLAIM    TO    A    LOT    OF    G  i;  O  U  X  I)    IX    .M  0  HI  L  E  ,    ALABAMA. 

COMMCNICATED    TO    THE    HOCSE    OF    I!EP1!ESENTATIVES    MARCH    2.3,     1S30. 

Mr.  Pettis,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Laud  Claims,  to  wlnun  was  referred  the  petition  of  Josliaa 
Kennedy,  praying  to  be  confirmed  in  his  title  to  a  certain  lot  of  ground  m  the  town  of  Mobile, 
reported: 

That  the  claim  is  for  20. 28  arpents  of  land,  situated  iii  the  suburbs  of  the  town  of  Mobile,  granted 
by  the  proper  Spanish  authorities  before  the  change  of  government  in  that  country. 

Tliis  claim  ^VTls  laid  before  the  board  of  commissioners  for  the  adjustment  i.if  laml  claims  in  that 
section  of  country  under  the  act  <if  March  3,  1827.  The  commissioners  rep(u-t  tiiat  the  grant  was  actually 
made  by  the  proper  Spanish  authorities,  but  proceed  to  say,  that  "  it  appearing  troia  the  b(Uindaries  that 
the  tract  claimed  approaches  witliin  thirty  feet  of  the  old  works  of  Fort  Charlotte,  and  inclmles  part  of 
the  parade  ground,  they  are  induced  to  believe  that  it  never  could  have  been  the  intention  of  the  .'^^panisli 
authorities  to  have  made  the  grant,"  and  thereupon  they  reject  the  claim. 

From  the  testimony  adduced,  your  committee  believe  that  the  commissioners  were  greatly  mistaken 
in  their  supposed  location  of  the  claim.  The  testimony  i;if  a  public  surveyor,  and  of  divers  other  respec- 
table individuals,  shows  this  misapprehension.  The  claim  does  not  cover  a  part  of  the  parade  ground  as 
supposed;  and  instead  of  being  within  thirty  feet  of  the  fort,  it  is  130  feet  west  and  100  feet  south.  But 
be  this  as  it  may,  the  grant  was  made,  and  it  is  mit  considered  competent  for  us  now  to  ileciile  that  the 
Spanish  government  should  not  have  made  a  grant  so  near  the  fort.  The  committee  therefore  icjiort  a 
bill. 


21ST  CON-GRESS.I  No.     841. 


r^T  .SESSION', 


PROPOSITIOX  TO  LAY  OFF  A  TOWN  AT  CIIICAOO,  ILLIXOIS,  AX1>  AXOTHER  AT  ST.  MARK'S, 

FLORIDA. 

COMMrXICATED  TO  THE  SENATE  MARCH   2o,    1830. 

General  Land  Office,  BlarcJi  22,  1830. 

Sir  :  I  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  you  a  diagram  exhibiting  the  survey  of  the  public  lands  lying  on 
Lake  Michigan,  at  the  mouth  of  Chicago  creek,  and  would  recommend  that  an  act  be  passed  authorizing 
the  President  to  lay  off  a  town  at  this  point.  Section  9  has  be<'n  aUotted  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  under 
the  act  granting  to  her  certain  lands  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  canal. 

Should  the  United  States  establish  a  town  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  the  State  would  probably  derive 
much  benefit  by  extending  the  lots  into  section  9,  as  Chicago  creek  aft'ords  a  good  harbor  through  the 
whole  of  this  section. 

It  is  understood  that  the  waters  of  Lake  Michigan  may  be  drawn  into  the  Illinois  river,  by  a 
thorough  cut  of   moderate   length,  and   not   more   than   seventeen   feet  deep  at  the  summit  ;  when  this  is 
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eflected,  and  the  bar  on  tho  outside  of  tlie  montii  of  ('liicas-o  ereek  is  so  deepened  as  to  admit  into  the 
harbor  with  facility  vessels  of  the  larjjest  class  navig-atins'  the  lakes,  Chicago  must  inevitably  become  one 
of  the  most  important  depots  and  thoroug-hfares  on  the  lakes. 

The  government  is  about  bringing  into  market  a  vast  extent  of  cuiintry  between  Lake  Michigan  and 
the  Mississippi  river,  which,  as  to  the  advantages  of  local  position,  fertility  of  soil,  healthfulness  of  climate 
and  mineral  resource's,  is  not  perhaps  excelled  by  any  other  tract  of  country  of  equal  e.xtent  in  the  United 
States.  Tho  deepening  of  the  inlet  of  the  harbor  of  Chicago  would  es.sentially  facilitate  the  sale  of  these 
lands,  and  promote  the  settlement  of  the  country. 

I  would  also  recommend  that  the  President  be  authorized  to  lay  off  a  town  at  St.  Mark's,  at  the  junc- 
tii)n  of  the  AVawcuUa  and  St.  Mark's  rivers.     These  waters  drain  a  country  of  no  great  extent,  but  very 
valuable.     On  this  subject  I  refer  you  to  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Call,  the  receiver  of 
the  land  office  at  Tallafias.see,  and  a  diagram  furnished  by  Colonel  Buthn-. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 


(4E0.  GRAHAM. 


bjii  \V.  Kam:,  Sfnalc 


Washi.ngtox,  Marrh  13,  1829. 

Sir:  During  the  last  session  of  Congress  a  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  middle  district  of 
Florida  was  sent  to  the  delegate,  praying  that  a  portion  of  the  public  ground  at  or  near  the  fortress  of 
St.  Mark's  might  be  laid  off  in  town  lots  and  exposed  for  sale  at  ]iublic  auction.  What  attention  was 
|)aid  to  this  memorial  I  am  uninformed;  but  believing  that  the  land  department  is  vested  with  ample 
power  to  carry  this  plan  into  execution,  if  approved,  and  knowing  the  deep  interest  which  is  felt  on  tliis 
subject  by  the'  people  of  Florida,  I  am  induced  to  present  it  to  your  consideration. 

St.  Mark's  is  the  commercial  depot  of  middle  Florida.  The  imports  and  exjKirts  to  and  from  this 
point  are  already  considerable,  and  are  increasing  with  great  rapidity.  The  right  to  this  property  j'et 
remaining  in  the"  government,  individuals  are  prevented  from  making  the  improvements  necessary  for 
the  convenience  of  commerce.  If  a  few  acres  of  land  were  laid  ofi'  in  town  lots,  and  exposed  in  market  at 
the  approaching  land  sales,  they  would  bring  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  and  would  contribute  greatly 
to  the  convenience  and  prosperity  of  our  country.  Allow  me  to  solicit  your  attention  to  this  interesting 
subject. 

Yours  respectfully, 

P.  K.  CALL. 

Mr.  (iK<iR(;K  (iit.vHAM,  C'dininii^t'wiK'r  (if  GeiHTdl  Lftml  0(fi<v. 


21sT  (!ux(:ress.  I  JN  O.    842.  [1st  Session. 


ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    MICH  Ki  AN. 

eOMJIUXIOATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF   REl'RKSENT.WIVKS  MARCH   2(5,    1830. 

Mr.   Pettis,  fn.im   tho   Committee  on    Private   Land   Claims,  to  whom    was  referred   the   petition   of  Joel 

Thomas,  of  Michigan,  reported  : 

The  petitioner  claims  a  tract  of  640  acres  of  land,  on  the  ground  of  settlement  and  cultivation,  from 
1796  to  1807,  under  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  latter  date. 

The  committee  find  that  during  the  period  mentioned  an  improvement  was  made  on  the  land  by 
another  individual,  (not  tlic  claimant,)  and  that,  the  claimant  was  afterwards  in  possession  of  said  tract 
of  land,  but  that  the  time  they  were  both  in  possession  does  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  bring  the 
case  within  the  act  of  Congress  referred  to.  There  in  a  space  of  three  or  four  years,  from  HOe  to  1807, 
when  this  tract  of  land  was  not  cultivated  or  improved  \>y  any  person.  Tiie  claimant  has  produced  a  deed 
from  the  first  settler,  transferring  his  right,  but  this  deed  was  executed  ab(jut  the  time  the  claim  was 
presented  to  the  board  of  commissioners,  and  there  is  no  evidence  to  show  that  the  petitioner  went  into 
possession  under  the  first  settler.  The  committee  arc  of  opinion  that  the  claim  is  neither  within  the  letter 
nor  spirit  of  the  act  of  Congress,  and  therefore  tliey  recommend  that  the  claim  be  rejected. 


21sT  Congress.]  No.   843.  [1st  Session. 


ON  TIIE    APPLICATION  OF    MICHIGAN  FOR    A  SECTION  OF    LAND   TO    ERECT  A    COURT- 
HOUSE AND  JAIL  IN  EACH  COUNTY  THEREIN. 

COM.MU.VICATEI)    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENT.\TIVE3    MARCH    29,    1830. 

Mr.  Hunt,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  legislative 
council  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  asking  for  a  grant  of  a  section  of  land  in  each  county  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  a   court-house  and  jail  therein,  reported  : 

The  memorial  represents  that  the  Territory  has  no  funds  from  which  it  can  afi'ord  any  aid  to  the 
several  counties  in  erecting  their  necessary  public  buildings.  That  the  Territory  now  contains  twentj'- 
six  counties;  of  these,  fourteen  are  organized,  and  but  three  only  have  permanent  buildings  to  serve  as 
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conrt-lionses  and  jails.  Tlio  lueimirial  requests  a  donation  of  ono  soction  of  land,  lo  ln'  lurati'd  in  i|nart(M- 
sections  in  the  several  counties  and  sold  under  tije  direcliou  ol'  llie  i;M\oriior,  and  tlir  a\ads  laid  out  in 
hnildinp;  a  court-house  andj'uil  in  each  of  said  counti(>s. 

15y  the  act  of  the  Slith  of  -May,  1824,  a  iire-eniplion  ri,i;-ht  nl'  (inc  (|iiarti'r  sretion  is  oranti-d  io  tho 
several  counties  of  each  State  and  'J'erritorv  where  ther(>  are  iiulilie  lands  at  the  nnnininm  inirc,  fnr  ihc 
pin-pose  of  erectin,;;  the  jniblic  l]nildin;_;-s.  The  Territory  of  Miehii;-an  may  avail  itself  of  ihr  alio\('  law; 
and  as  the  coniniittee  perc(Mve  no  jj-ood  reason  lor  exlcndini;' to  Mi(.-liii;-an  uTcalci-  pri\  ilc^'cs  than  aic 
allowed  to  the  other  Territories  aiul  iho  States  silualc(l  up.iii  ihr  puMie  domain,  llioy  drem  ir  inexpiilicnl 
to  make  the  donation  of  lands  as  stated  in  llic  mrmurial,  and  lecommrnd  the  follnwiuL;-  resolution: 

Jieaolccd,   That  the  )irayer  of  the  mcmoii.il  oiiL;'ht  not  to  he  uiantcd. 


21sT  t'oNGHEss.  1  No.  844. 


1st  Skssuix. 


ox    CLAIM    TO    LAND    1\    L  O  I"  I  .m  A  \  A  . 

COMMrXICATKI)    TO    Till;    UoUSi;    OK    KKrUKSKN'TATIVES    MAUc'l!    oO,     iSliO. 

Mr.  Pkttis,  from   the  Committee  on    I'rivate  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was   referred   tlio    petition  (jf  .r(]lin  II. 

TIkhikis,  reported  : 

The  petitioner  claims  a  tract  of  land  in  tla^  western  district  of  Louisiana,  containini;'  1,200  arpents, 
under  and  by  virtue  of  a  concession  and  order  of  survey  made  by  the  Spanish  g-overnmcnl  to  one  Antoino 
Fatin.  The  date  of  the  concession  or  order  of  survey  cannot  be  precisely  ascertaini'd,  but  tho  evidence 
shows  its  existence  previous  to  tho  year  1789,  and  shows  also  that  it  has  been  lost. 

The  evidence  of  several  witnesses,  who  are  represented  as  credible  men,  shows  that  Latin,  from  the 
year  1789  to  1803  or  1804,  occupied  said  tract  as  a  rarlicric,  and  that  his  nej^-roes  inhnlntnl  and  ctillivalfd 
the  land  in  question. 

The  claim  was  jiresented  to  the  boanl  of  commissioners  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  that 
section  of  country,  and  was  rejected  (jii  the  g'round  that  the  occupation  of  land  as  a  vaelierie  did  not 
authorize  the  contirmation  of  the  claim. 

The  Committee  on  Private  Laml  Claims,  in  1827,  inaile  an  unfavorable  report  also  on  this  claim, 
adopting-  the  view  in  part  of  the  commissioners,  but  intimating'  a  contrary  opinion  if  it  were  shown  that 
Patin  had  no  other  grant  of  land  from  the  Spanish  government. 

The  register  of  the  land  office  in  that  district  jn-oves  that  there  is  no  record  of  any  other  grant  to 
said  Patin  as  ori.ginal  proprietiir.  The  evidence  is  clear  that  this  tract  has  been  inhabiteil  and  i-ultivated 
since  the  year  1780,  with  the  exception  of  a  year  or  two. 

The  committee,  liowever,  are  not  satisfied  to  confirm  the  title  to  the  wliole  tract,  but  they  are  of 
opinion  that  the  claimant  should  be  confirmed  in  his  title  to  640  acres  of  the  tract  under  the  act  of  Congress 
of  March  2,  180."i,  and  that  of  April  21,  180t),  lu-oviding  for  the  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the  district  of 
liOuisiana.     Tliey  therefore  report  a  bill. 


CoX(;res.<.J  No.    845.  [1st  Session. 


OX  CLAIM  OF  NEW  OPLEANS  TO  LOTS  OF  GROUXD  Oi;  <>UAYS  IN  TIl.VT  CITY. 

eoMMrxiciTEii  to  the  sen'ate  Arnii,  .i,  1830. 

Mr.  IUrnet,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  i.if  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  inhaliitants 

of  New  Orleans,  reported: 

That  it  appears  from  the  memorial  that,  in  laying  out  the  cit.y  of  Xew  Orleans,  a  number  of  lots  or 
})ieces  of  ground,  called  quays,  were  left  contiguous  to  the  Mississippi  river  for  tho  convenience  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  that  these  quays  have  continued  open  and  unoccupied  until  the  present  time.  It  appears, 
further,  that  the  authorities  of  the  city  have  recently  undertaken  to  sell  and  dispose  of  them  for  the  benefit 
of  the  corporation. 

The  district  attorney,  believing  that  the  legal  title  to  those  lots  had  not  been  disposed  of  either  by  the 
French  or  Spanish  governments  before  the  country  was  transferred  to  the  United  States,  and  that  the 
treaty  of  cession,  among  other  things,  passed  it  to  the  American  government,  filed  a  bill  in  the  district 
court  setting  out  the  facts,  and  obtained  an  injunction  restraining  the  said  mayor,  aldermen,  and  inhabitants 
from  proceeding  with  their  proposed  sale  till  the  title  ti.i  the  ju-emises  should  be  i;iTestigated  and  decided; 
which  injunction  is  still  pending. 

The  memorial  prays  that  the  injunction  may  be  dissolved,  or  that  a  law  may  be  passed  relinquishing 
the  right  of  the  United  States,  if  any  they  have,  to  the  said  lands,  and  permitting  the  city  to  dispose  of  the 
same  for  their  benelit. 
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The  cnnimittec  arc  of  opiiiifni  that  it  is  not  expedient  at  this  time  to  enter  into  an  investigation  of  the 
title  to  the  ].ireniises  in  question,  or  to  take  any  decisive  step  in  relation  to  the  subject-matter  of  the 
memorial  until  the  o]iinion  and  decision  of  the  court  shall  be  known.  They  are  also  of  opinion  that  Con- 
gress cannot  at  this  time  safely  or  prudently  give  to  the  corporation  an  unqualified  power  to  sell  all  the 
said  grounds  without  distinction,  and  to  place  them  under  the  exclusive  control  of  individuals,  inasmuch 
as  they  cannot  ascertain  what  effect  such  a  measure  would  produce  on  the  commerce  and  business  of  the 
city,  or  liow  far  or  in  what  manner  the  interest  and  convenience  of  individuals  and  r)f  the  public  at  large 
may  be  aifected  thereby. 

If  the  ground  in  question,  as  the  comuiittee  incline  to  believe,  was  set  apart  l)y  the  authority  of  the 
crown  for  the  common  use  and  convenience  of  the  inliabitants,  and  if  individuals  have  been  induced  thereVjy 
to  purchase,  settle,  and  improve  the  city  lots,  it  is  at  least  questionable  whether  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  having  succeeded  to  the  trusts  as  well  as  the  rights  of  the  crown,  would  not  be  guilty  of  a 
violation  of  the  public  faith  were  they  to  dispose  of  the  property  for  other  purposes  and  uses  than  those 
originally  intended  and  declared  without  the  consent  of  the  parties  interested. 

The  committee  tliercfore  report  to  the  Senate  the  following  resolution: 

Itesolved,  That  it  is  nut  expcdie?it  at  this  time  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  memoriiil. 


'21  ST  CoxGiiEss.]  No.   846.  [1st  Session. 


ON  Ari'LK'ATION  OF  INDIVIDUALS  FOR  A  GRANT  OF  LAND  TO   RAISE  FOREST  TIMBER 

ON  THE  PRAIRIES  OF  MISSOURI. 

CO.MMLXICATF.D  TO  THE  SEXATE  Al'RIL   21,    1830. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  refei-red  the  apjdication  of  N.  B.  Tucker 
esq.,  on  behalf  of  several  citizens  of  Saline  county,  in  Missouri,  for  a  grant  of  a  township  of  prairie 
land  west  of  La  Mine  and  south  of  the  Missouri  river,  not  containing  salt  or  mineral,  for  the  purpose 
(if  making  an  experiment  of  raising  forest  timber  in  tlio  prairies,  reported: 

1st.  That  lliey  deem  the  grant  unnecessary  I'ur  the  pirnposed  object,  because  it  is  only  necessary  to 
keep  out  the  lire  to  cover  those  prairies  with  timber  by  the  operatio)is  of  nature. 

2d.  That  the  govermiicnt  plan  of  disposing  of  the  puljlic  lands  in  small  quantities,  and  therebj' multi- 
plying the  freeholders  interested  in  keeping  the  fires  under,  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  better 
calculated  to  attain  the  proposed  object  than  to  place  largi;  quantities  of  the  lands  in  the  hands  of  one  or 
a  few  owners:  Therefore,  the  committee  submit  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  applicant  is  unreasonable,  and  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


2  1st  Coxgress.J  No.    847.  [1st Session. 


ON  THE  PROPOSITION  OF  JOHN  SMITH  T.,   TO  COMPROMISE    WITH  THE  UNITED  STATES 
ON  ACCOUNT  OF  LANDS  DERIVED  FROM  THE  STATE  OF  GEORGIA. 

communicateii  to  the  sex.ite  Ai'Rii,  22,   1830. 

Mr.  McKiNLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  John  Smith  T., 
by  his  attorney  in  fact,  William  Kelly,  proposing  to  release  to  the  United  States  his  claim  to  a  large 
tract  of  land  in  the  State  of  Alabama  for  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  reported: 

That  the  State  of  Georgia,  by  an  act  of  its  legislature  bearing  date  January  1,  1795,  sold  to  Zachariah 
Cox  and  Matthias  Maher,  and  their  associates,  called  the  Tennessee  Companj',  "  all  that  tract  of  land, 
including  islands,  situate,  lying-,  and  being  within  the  fi.illowing  boundary  lines:  beginning  at  the  mouth 
of  Bear  creek,  on  tlie  south  side  of  the  Tennessee  river;  thence,  up  said  creek,  to  the  most  southern  source 
thereof;  thence,  due  south,  to  the  latitude  of  thirty-four  degrees  and  ten  minutes  north  of  the  equator; 
thence,  a  due  east  course,  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles;  thence,  a  due  north  course,  to  the  Great 
Tennessee  river;  thence,  up  the  middle  of  the  said  river,  to  the  northern  boundary  line  of  this  State, 
(Georgia;)  thence,  a  due  west  course,  along  the  said  line  to  where  it  intersects  the  Great  Tennessee  river 
below  the  Muscle  shoals;  thence,  up  the  said  river,  to  the  place  of  beginning."  And  upon  the  payment  of 
the  sum  of  sixty  thousand  dollars,  as  directed  by  the  act,  the  governor  of  said  .State  was  directed  to  issue 
a  grant  to  said  Zachariah  Co.x  and  Matthias  Maher,  and  their  associates,  called  the  Tennessee  Company, 
and  to  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  in  fee  simple,  as  tenants  in  common,  and  not  as  jcjint  tenants. 

Three  days  after  the  passage  of  this  act  Cox  and  Jlaher  divided  the  whole  purcliase  into  four  hundred 
and  twenty  shares,  and  distributed  them  among  their  associates,  including  themselves,  according  to  their 
respective  proportions  in  the  purchase,  by  issuing  a  certificate  of  purchase  to  each  person  entitled,  containing 
a  promise  to  execute  a  deed  in  lieu  of  the  certificate  upon  the  payment  of  the  one  four  hundred  and  twen- 
tieth part  of  the  original  purchase  money.  The  memorialist  a]ipears  to  have  been  one  of  the  association, 
and  received  his  proportion  of  the  certificates,     Fdiu'teen  days  after  this  dislriluition  among  the  purchasers 
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the  governor  of  Gcnrg-in  issued  a  grunt  to  /:ielKi|-iali  ('n\  ainl  Matthi;!-;  Malicr,  anil  llicii-  assnriales,  as 
tenants  in  connnon,  arenrilini;'  to  the  act  of  the  Icgislatinc 

On    l'rl>inar\    S.   IT'.IS.    /arliariali    ('"X    excenlcil    an    instrumrul    i.f   wiil  in:;-,    Iry   wliirli,    ; ng   ollici- 

tilings,  lie  gave  lull  |io\vei-  to  William  t'ox.  liis  InMlluT,  |o  manage  ami  Iraiisarl  "all  his  Inisiness  as  a 
proprietor  of  the  'remiessee  |iurehasc,"  wilh  full  |i.avir  |i>  coiini'V  thr  samr  ur  any  |iart  thiTri.T.  In  this 
instrument  jirovision  is  imule  that,  in  the  i'\rnt  ol  the  dralh  nf  said  /arhariah  •'•■x,  the  saiil  William  Cox 
is  appointed  his  e.xeeiltor,  with  diroetions  to  distrilnile  his  estate  as  tlioniu  diiccti'd,  and  to  pay  o\rr  tn 
the  said  John  Sniitli  T.  one-tenth  jiart  of  the  entire  ostale  of  saiil  Zaeliaiiah.  To  this  instninient  llio 
memorialist  was  a  snbseribing-  witness,  and  on  April  t,  \',\f^.  pioved  its  cxreul  ii  m.  Indi-r  this  antlioiit\' 
William  (.'ox  surrendered  np  to  the  Slate  of  (ieorgia  all  lln'  Idles  and  exidenees  of  |i|||.  then  belonging  to 
or  in  the  power  and  I'ontiol  of  saiil  Zaeliariah  (_'ox,  ami,  I'm-  and  in  the  naiiu'  of  said  Zaehariah  ( 'ox, 
relinipiished  and  rt'iionneed  all  claim  to  said  purehase  t  i  the  State  of  (leoruia,  and  iceeived  baek  two 
thousand  dollars  at  the  tieasiiiy  of  ( ieorgia,  aeeording  tola\\,  in  part  of  the  purehase  nionev  paid  bv 
said  Zaehariah  Cox,  reserving  to  said  Zaehariah  Cox  the  right  of  draw  ing  any  fin  llier  or  fiiliire  Mim  ihal 
niigiit  theri'after  ap])ear  to  be  due  to  him.  This  release  and  receipt  was  swoiii  to  and  executed  by  the 
said  William  Cox,  attorney  in  faet  for  said  Zaehariah  Cox,  at  the  lieasiny  of  (n'oigia  on  September  lid, 
171)9.  On  March  "J,  1801,  the  said  Zai'liariah  Cox  applied,  in  person,  at  the  lieasury  of  the  Stale  of 
Georgia  tor  and  received  the  further  sum  of  Iwenly-niie  thousand  and  eighty  dollars  sixl  v-one  and  one- 
tliird  I'ents,  the  reinainin.ii'  jiart  of  the  juirehase  muney  paid  by  him,  as  he  stales  in  his  allida\  il  and  release, 
then  made  and  exeented  by  him  at   the  said  tieasuiy. 

I'revious  to  this  last  transaclioii,  to  wit:  on  .lanuaiy  10.  ISOO,  tiie  said  Zaehariah  Co\  nin\eveil  "to 
the  said  John  Smith  T.  all  the  lands  not  lUrrrliit'nrr  i-inirrijnl  by  the  said  Zaehariah  i'<<\.  Iviii'^-  and  being 
within  the  following  tract  of  country,  viz:  "  bc.u'inning  on  the  Tennessee  river  at  the  mouth  of  ]!ear  creek, 
running  Avith  the  Teiuie.ssee  Company's  line  to  the  source  of  said  ereid-;;  thence  ;ili.ng  the  Tennessee 
Company's  boundary  line  due  south  until  it  intersects  the  tliirlyd'oiiith  degiee  ,iiid  leu  minutes  noith 
latitude;  thence,  due  east,  to  a  point  where  a  direct  niulli  couisewill  inleiseet  the  mouth  of  Klkri\ei-; 
running  tlience,  up  Elk  river,  to  ihe  northern  bonndaiy  line  of  the  Tennessee  I 'ompany's  piuchase;  thence, 
a  due  west  course,  to  the  (ireat  Tennessee  rivi.u-;  thence,  np  thi'  same,  to  tin:  place  of  beginning.'' 

The  Commissioners  aiipointed  under  the  ait  of  ('oiigicss,  "  siippleineiitary  to  the  act  entitled  an  act 
providing  for  the  indeninilication  of  certain  claimanls  of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,"  had 
before  them  all  the  claims  of  the  Tennessee  Comp.my  for  adjudication  in  which  releases  had  been  executed 
under  the  above-recited  act.  And  it  appears  by  their  final  decree  that  there  were  many  deeds  executed 
b}'  Zaehariah  Cox  such  as  that  under  which  the  niemi.irialist  now  claims  title,  and  many  of  them  [irobably 
held  by  innocent  and  meritorious  claimants,  as  between  them  and  Cox.  ]5ut  in  their  decree  the  comnii.s- 
sioners  exclude  all  deeds  executed  by  Zaehariah  Cox,  and  determine  that  tliosi-  wdio  held  the  certificates 
issued  by  Cox  and  Maher  under  the  law  of  Cieorgia,  and  those  holding  deeds  made  in  conformity  with  those 
certificates,  were  to  be  preferred  to  all  other  classes  of  claimants. 

This  decision  the  committee  consider  correct  in  principh'  and  just  in  its  operation,  because  no  one 
could  claim  under  a  deed  from  Zaehariah  Cox  alone,  to  be  a  fair  purchaser,  without  notice  of  the  claims 
of  other  members  of  the  association  designated  by  the  statute  cieating  the  oiiginal  right,  and 
emphatically-  styled  the  Tennessee  Compan_y,  including  the  ,L;rantees  named  in  the  act  and  .grant. 
But  the  committee  consider  the  memorialist  in  a  worse  condition  than  a  huna  I'uh'  purchaser,  cliarge- 
able  with  constructive  notice  only.  He  was  one  of  the  i.u-i,!.;-inal  Tennessee  Company,  and  received  his 
portion  of  the  certificates  issued  according  to  the  spirit  and  intention  i.if  tin-  act  of  the  le.nislature  and 
the  grant  issued  thereon,  and  had,  therefore,  express  notice  that  Zaehariah  Cox  could  not  grant  or  convey 
the  land  included  in  the  deed  he  received  fn.un  him  five  years  after  the  distribution  under  the  grant  to 
wddch  they  were  both  parties.  He  was  a  witness  to  the  ])0wer,  and  proved  its  executimi,  under  which  all 
the  claims  of  Zaehariah  Cox  was  released  to  the  State  of  Georgia;  and  had,  therefore,  express  notice  of 
that  transaction,  with  the  powerful  inducement  of  an  interest  in  one-tenth  part  of  the  estate  of  Zaehariah 
Cox,  bequeathed  to  him  in  the  same  instrument,  calculated  to  rivet  it  more  firmly  in  his  memory.  Under 
all  these  circumstances  he  accepted  from  Zaehariah  Cox  a  deed,  expressing  upon  its  face  to  be  for  a 
valuable  consideration,  conveying  nothing-  but  the  lands  not  theretofore  convei/ed  In/  ('ox  within  tlie 
bouudaries  expressed  in  the  deed.  The  committee  believe  that  the  memorialist  acquired  no  title  by  the 
d(>ed  from  Zaehariah  Cox  to  the  land  included  in  it,  and  theref  u-e  recommend  the  rejection  of  the  proposi- 
tion of  compromise  p)roposed  in  the  memorial. 


'I'o  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Hou.-'e  of  liepre.^entaliix's  i>f  thr  I'niltd  Sfafe.'f  in  (Jiinijre.-<.<  a^^semtile'J: 

The  subscriber,  AVilliam  Kelly,  of  Alabama,  liegs  leave  to  reyireseut  that  he  has  a  power  of  attorney 
from  Colonel  John  Smith  T.,  of  Missouri,  to  represent  him  in  disposing  of  his  claim  to  lands  in  Alabama,  or 
compromising  with  the  United  States. 

Tliat  this  claim  is  derived  from  the  State  of  Geor,gia,  under  a  grant  to  Zaehariah  Cox  and  Matthia's 
Maher,  and  their  associates,  called  the  Tennessee  Company,  issued  in  pursuance'  of  an  act  of  the  le.gisla- 
ture  of  that  State  on  the  24tli  day  of  January,  1793;  and  a  deed  of  conveyain'e  from  Zaehariah  Cox,  one 
of  the  .grantees,  to  him  executed,  on  the  l(5th  of  January,  ISOU,  fir  all  the  lands  imt  theretiifore  C(Jiiveyed, 
in  the  following  bounds:  beg^inning  on  the  south  side  of  Tennessee,  at  the  mouth  of  Bear  creek;  thence, 
up  said  creek,  with  the  Tennessee  Company's  boundary  line,  to  the  most  southern  source  thereof;  thence, 
due  south,  to  latitude  thirty-four  degrees  and  ten  minutes  north;  thence,  due  east,  to  a  point  due  south 
from  the  mouth  of  Elk  river;  thence  due  north,  to  the  mouth  of  Elk;  thence,  up  the  same,  to  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  Tennessee  Company's  grant,  (the  lino  between  Alabama  and  Tennessee.)  thence,  west  with 
said  line,  ti:i  Tennessee  river;  thence,  up  the  same,  to  the  beginning. 

Large  grants  were  made  by  (.ieorgia,  in  the  same  year,  to  three  other  companies.  The  Suiireme  Court 
of  the  United  States  have  decided,  in  the  case  of  Fletcher  c.s'.  Peck,  that  one  of  the  grants  vested  a  title 
in  the  grantees;  that  the  State  of  Georgia  had  a  right  to  make  the  grant,  and  that  the  possessory  title  of 
the  Indians  did  not  affect  the  validity  of  the  grant.  The  grant  tlien  under  consideration  was,  in  all 
respects,  similar  to  the  one  under  which  Colonel  Smith  derives  his  title.  The  court  decided,  also,  that  the 
State  had  no  right  to  resume  the  title  thus  vested,  and.  conseipiently.  that  the  rescinding  act  of  1790  was 
void. 
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The  grant  and  deed  arc  uf  record  in  the  Dciiartmeut  nf  State  of  the  United  States  in  pursuance  of 
tlie  act  of  C'ong'res.s  of  1803. 

The  deed  was  acknowledg-cd  liy  the  maker,  on  the  2od  day  of  January,  1800,  before  Judge  Roane,  of 
Tennessee,  and  recorded  in  the  department  of  state  of  that  Slate. 

Two  suits  have  been  brought  on  tiie  title  of  Colonel  Smith,  in  the  district  court  of  tlie  United  States  for 
the  northern  district  of  Alabama,  and  have  been  tried  there  and  decided  against  him,  and  brought  up  by 
writ  of  error,  and  are  now  pending  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  In  the  first,  the  deed  of 
conveyance  from  Cox  was  excluded  from  the  jury,  because  its  execution  was  not  proved,  otherwise  than 
liy  the  certificate  of  Judge  Koane,  whicii  the  judge  held  to  be  insulBcient  to  admit  the  deed  to  record  in 
Alabama;  and,  although  in  fact  recorded,  it  was,  as  befiu'e  remarked,  excluded  from  the  jury.  Exception 
was  taken,  and  the  cause  brought  up  on  that  point.  Another  suit  was  then  brought  against  other  persons, 
and  the  execution  of  the  deed  regularly  proven  by  the  de|H.)sition  of  ^Vasliington  Darden,  the  only  sub- 
scribing witness  then  living;  and,  on  that  proof,  the  court  allowed  the  deed  to  be  read,  and  the  jury  found 
a  special  verdict,  establishing  the  facts  as  contended  for  by  the  jilaintift',  and  submitted  the  law  to  the 
court.  Whereupon  the  district  judge  deciiled  that  the  g'rarit  froui  Georgia  t(»  Cox  anil  Maher  vested  a 
leg'al  title  in  them  to  the  land  it  covered,  as  tenants  in  common;  and  that  the  deed  fnuii  Cox  to  Smith 
would  operate  to  the  extent  of  Cox's  legal  interi'st  in  the  gi'ant,  and  was  consequently  go(.d  fol'  an  undi- 
vided moiety  of  the  land  it  covered. 

That  this  title  so  vested  in  Smith  was  su[ierioi'  to  the  title  of  the  United  States,  under  the  cession  of 
1802;  but  that  the  defendants,  so  far  as  they  held  patented  land,  wen;  to  be  considered  as  purchasers 
without  notice,  and  to  that  extent  the  deed  was  ino|ierative: 

That,  as  to  the  lands  not  patented,  or  held  by  certilicate  of  further  credit,  he  would  give  judgment 
for  the  plaintiff,  but  for  the  influence  of  a  statute  of  limitations,  passed  on  the  13th  of  December,  181C,  in 
these  words:  "  No  person  or  persons,  body  politic  or  corporate,  who  now  have,  or  shall  or  may  liereafter 
have,  any  estate,  right,  title,  claim,  or  demand,  by  virtue  of  any  title  which  has  not  been  confirmed  by 
either  of  the  boards  of  commissioners  <if  the  United  States,  appointed  for  settling  and  adjusting  land 
claims  in  the  Mississippi  Territor3f,  and  not  recognized  or  confirmed  by  any  act  of  Congress,  in  or  to  any 
lauds,  tenements,  or  hereditaments  in  this  Territory,  shall,  after  the  expiration  of  three  years  from  and 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  have,  prosecute,  or  maintain  any  action  or  suit  at  law  for  the  recovery 
thereof  in  any  court  in  this  Territory."  This  act,  although  not  intended  to  prejudice  these  Georgia  claims, 
but,  as  the  judge  remarked,  was  designed  to  operate  on  certain  British  claims  near  Natchez,  was  still  broad 
enough  in  its  enactnient  to  cover  the  i)laintiff's  claim,  and  therefore  he  must  give  judgment  for  the  defend- 
ants.    That  cause  is  also  bi'ought  up  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  is  now  pending. 

After  this  exposition  of  the  law  by  the  district  court,  it  was  deemed  important  and  prudent  t)  take 
such  measures  as  would  prevent  the  acijuisition  (if  further  titles,  without  accurate  notice,  as  there  was 
but  little  patented  lands  in  the  bounds  of  the  claim.  Notice  was  therefore  published  in  the  newspapers 
and  in  handbills,  and,  in  many  instances,  given  personally.  It  was  also  deemed  prudent  and  lawf"ul  to 
adopt  such  measures  as  would  avoid  what  was  considered  a  statute  of  limitations,  by  connecting  the  title 
of  Colonel  Smith  with  the  cultivation  of  the  soil;  and,  for  that  jjurpose,  provisional  contracts  have  been  made 
with  such  of  the  inhabitants  as  chose  to  do  so,  ascertaining  the  price  to  be  given  for  the  land  they  occupy, 
in  the  event  of  Colonel  Smith's  title  being  adjudged  valid  by  the  Suju-eme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

These  contracts  interpose  no  difficulty  in  the  way  of  a  compromise  with  the  United  States,  as  they 
depend  entirely  on  the  success  of  the  title  in  court . 

It  is  not  desigjjed  to  argue  the  question  of  title,  but  barely  to  state  the  points  relii'd  on. 

1.  A  title  vested  under  the  grant  and  deed. — (See  Fletcher  vs.  Peck,  6  Cr.) 

2.  The  title  so  vested  was  a  legal  and  not  an  equitable  one. — (See  Brown  and  Gihnan,  4  Wh.) 

3.  The  doctrine  of  notice  does  not  apply  to  purchasers  from  the  government,  because  the  government 
is  supposed  to  be  incapable  of  committing  a  fraud,  and  every  citizen  is  bound  to  know  the  title  of  his 
government  to  its  public  domain;  and  hence,  in  all  g'overnment  grants,  the  elder  patent  prevails,  without 
regard  to  the  fact  of  notice  to  the  junior  patentee. 

Again,  constructive  notice  is  g-iven  to  all  the  world,  by  recording-  a  title  according  to  law.  The  deed 
in  this  case  was  recorded  according  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  1803,  and,  consequently,  notice  to  all  the 
world. 

Again,  the  question  of  notice  can  only  apply  to  purchasers  from  the  same  person:  want  of  notice  of 
a  link  in  a  chain  of  an  adverse  title  can  avail  nothing;  if  the  root  bo  known,  it  is  sufficient. 

It  is  due  to  candor  to  say  that  the  questions  of  notice  and  linutation  were  not  arg'ued  in  the  district 
court,  the  argument  being  confined  to  the  original  question  of  title,  without  reg'ard  to  these  modifications. 
On  the  statute  a  few  remarks  were  submitted  to  show  that  its  language  did  not  include  the  case;  that  it 
could  oidy  apply  to  such  claims  as  might  have  been  presented  to  a  lioard  of  commissioners,  and  had  not 
been;  that  this  claim,  being  evidenced  by  a  patent,  required  no  confirnuition;  and  being  for  more  than 
5,000  acres,  no  board  had  jurisdiction  of  it. 

The  law  passed  in  Deceinbc'i-,  181(i;  the  country  had  been  acquired  l.iy  treaty,  in  the  fall  of  that  year, 
.from  the  Chickasaws;  noni.'  i>\'  it  was  sold  until  the  fall  of  1818;  so  that  there  was  no  adverse  possession 
until  two-thirds  of  the  time  had  elapsed.  The  law,  however,  does  not  relate  to  adverse  possession 
and  protect  a  defendant  who  has  had  three  years'  possession;  but  the  time  begins  to  run  from  the  passage 
of  the  act.  iVow,  it  is  plain  there  can  be  no  suit  until  there  is  an  adverse  possession.  The  act,  then,  is 
not  one  of  limitation,  but  an  act  pro  ianln,  abolishing,  after  three  years,  the  judicial  department  of  the 
government,  and  is  therefore  unconstitutional.  It  is  not  from  any  fear  of  the  result  of  the  controversy  in 
the  Supreme  Court,  but  to  avoid  the  litigation  that  must  ensue,  that  the  subscriber  proposes  terms  of  set- 
tlement. The  United  States  have  sold  the  land  for  high  prices;  for  one  township,  including  court  land, 
upwards  of  $120,000  have  been  paid. 

The  contracts  of  the  country  have  been  made  upon  the  idea  that  the  United  States  were  the  legal 
owners  of  the  soil,  and  great  confusion  might  and  certainly  would  ensue  should  a  recovery  be  had  liy  a 
paramount  title.  As  to  notice,  the  United  States  have  no  interest.  If,  as  Judge  Crawford  decided,  the 
title  of  Colonel  Smith  was  better  than  theirs,  and  these  patentees  hold  the  land  for  want  of  liotice,  the  United 
States  will  be  as  much  bound  to  Colonel  Smith  for  the  money  received,  as  they  would  be  to  restm-e  it  to  their 
grantees,  in  the  event  of  his  recovery.  If  the  land  was  not  theirs,  the  money  obtained  for  it  cannot  be. 
It  may  be  well  to  remark,  that  Colonel  Smith  never  relinquished  hi.,  claim  to  the  United  States  under  the  acts 
of  Congress  of  1814  and  18iri,  t'or  compromising  such  claims,  and  of  course  is  not  bound  by  the  decision 
of  the  board,  unless  the  principle  of  that  decision  can  bo  sustained  by  reason  and  authority.  This,  it  is 
believed,  cannot  lie  done.     The  board  awarded  compensation  to  the  holders  of  the  certificates' of  stock  in 
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the  compaii}'.  These  certificates  were  sig-ned  by  Cox  and  Maher,  the  g-raiitees,  and  certified  that  tlie 
holder  (if  each  share  had  paid  the  4'20th  )xirt  of  the  purchase  money,  ami  was  conse(|uently  entitled  to  that 
iirnportion  of  the  proceeds,  or  to  the  land,  if  it  remained  nnscild.  'flicse  certilicati'S  were  imt  inconsistent 
witii  the  right  vested  by  the  grant  in  Cox  and  Mahcr  to  sell  the  land,  and  conseqnciitly  a  purchaser,  even 
with  notice  of  them,  wonld  acquire  a  legal  title,  and  the  linMer  of  stuck  be  nidy  entitlcil  to  his  share  of 
the  proceeds. 

The  board  considered  that  all  those  titles  were  equitable  only,  and  on  that  assumption  adjuilgeil  tln.^ 
compensation  to  the  oldest  equity,  without  considering  the  eiTect  of  a  title  legal  and  equitable  both,  cim- 
trasted  with  one  equitable  only. 

Between  equitable  titles,  it  may  be  conceded  that  the  elder  should  prevail;  hut  if  the  juninr  e([uity 
has  also  a  legal  title,  acquired  without  fraud  upon  the  elder,  then  tin;  legal  title  will  prevail. 

That  these  titles  were  legal  so  far  as  evidenced  l)v  grants  and  deeds  of  conveyance,  (an<l  not  merely 
equitable,  as  supposed  by  the  board,)  has  been  ruled  by  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  case  of  Brown  and  Gil- 
man,  in  4  Wheaton.  In  that  case,  the  court  settled  the  law  on  another  point  diflerent  frr)m  the  Ijoard;  and 
Congress  have,  it  is  believed,  relieved  the  New  England  Mississippi  Land  Company,  in  part,  from  the 
effects  of  that  mistake,  although  thej'  were  parties  to  the  decision. 

It  may  be  well  to  state  that  ("ox  had  not  withdrawn  his  purchase  money  from  the  treasury  wln^n  ho 
made  the  deed  to  Colonel  Smith  on  January  K!,  1800.  Cn  March  2,  however,  ISOl,  he  did  withdraw  $-21,000, 
and  ujiwarils,  as  the  part  of  the  purchase  nidiiey  paid  in  by  him.     This  could  not  alTect  tlie  prior  deed. 

The  subscriber  is  ready  to  submit  his  letter  of  attornej',  and  also  the  title  papers  on  which  he  relies, 
to  such  committee  as  may  have  the  subject  under  consideration,  and  proposes  to  execute  a  deed  of  relin- 
quishment to  the  United  States,  if  the  sum  of  $100,000  shall  ln'  paid  in  <-ash  or  land. 

All  which  is  respectfullj'  submitted. 

WIIdJAM   KELLY, 
Atti/rnry  in  favt  fur  John  Siiiitli.  T. 
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ON  THE  EXPEDIENCY  OF  ALLO\YING    ILLINOIS  TO  RELINQUISH  LAND  GRANTED  FOR  A 
CANAL,  AND  TO  ISSUE  SCRIP  FOR  AN  EQUAL  QUANTITY  OF  LAND  IN  THAT  .STATE. 

COMMl'NIC.iTEn  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  KEl'RESENT.VTIVES  APRIL  '22,    18.30. 

Mr.  DuNC.iN,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lauds,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  4th  of  February  last,  instructing  the  said  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  permitting  the  State  of  Illinois  to  relinquish  to  the  United  States  a  part  of  the  land 
granted  to  the  said  State  to  assist  in  the  construction  of  a  canal  between  Lake  Micliigan  and  the 
Illinois  river,  and  of  giving  scrip  for  an  equal  quantity,  to  be  receivable  at  any  of  the  land  oflices  in 
said  State,  reported: 

That  Congress,  by  an  act  of  March  2,  1827,  granted  to  the  State  of  Illinois  about  .300,000  acres  of 
land,  being  one-half  of  all  the  lauds //cc  miles  wide  on  each  side  of  a  canal  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the 
head  of  steamboat  navigation  on  the  Illinois  river,  (to  be  taken  in  alternate  sections.)  That,  under  the 
provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress  approved  March  20,  1822,  granting  to  said  State  the  right  to  construct 
this  canal,  &c.,  the  State  had  previously  caused  an  accurate  survej'  to  be  made  by  skilful  engineers;  an 
estimate  of  the  cost  was  also  made  by  them,  amounting  to  about  $700,000;  that  in  1829  the  President  of 
the  United  States  sent  a  corps  of  engineers  to  resurvey  and  locate  said  canal,  as  well  as  to  make  an  esti- 
mate of  its  cost.  Under  these  instructions.  Doctor  Howard  and  his  assistants  commenced  their  operations 
at  Chicago,  on  Lake  Michigan,  and  progressed  in  the  direction  of  the  Illinois  river  until  thej'  were  arrested 
hj  an  early  and  unusual  fall  of  snow. 

In  the  progress  of  said  survey,  so  far  as  made,  which  extended  from  tlie  river  Desplaine  to  the  waters 
of  the  Illinois  river,  a  distance  of  32  miles,  they  ascertained  the  fact  that  the  summit  level  of  the  countiy 
dividing  the  waters  of  Lake  Michigan  from  those  of  the  ilississippi  river  was  only  twelve  feet  nine 
inches  above  the  surface  of  the  lake;  and  that  it  only  required  a  cut  of  ten  feet  on  an  average,  for  three 
miles,  to  turn  the  waters  of  the  lake  into  the  Illinois  river;  and  that,  after  leaving  the  lake  aliout  f  lurtcen 
miles,  the  remainder  of  the  canal  to  the  Illinois  river  would  require  nothing  more  than  an  excavation  of 
the  common  soil  of  a  depth  necessary  f  rr  the  passage  of  boats. 

It  is  believed  that  the  original  estimate,  at  $700,000,  will  fall  short  of  the  actual  cost,  in  consequence 
of  its  having-  been  ascertained,  by  the  late  survey,  that  a  bed  of  limestone  rock  is  found  on  the  summit 
level,  about  four  feet  below  the  surface,  whicli,  it  is  thought,  will  increase  the  cost  of  excavation. 

By  the  act  of  March  2,  1827,  the  said  grant  of  land  was  made  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  with  full  power 
to  sell  or  dispose  of  the  same  without  limitation  as  to  time  or  price,  on  the  condition,  however,  that  the 
said  State,  in  case  of  failure  to  complete  the  canal  within  the  time  stipulated,  should  repaj-  to  the  United 
States  the  amount  of  monej's  received  on  sale  of  said  lands. 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  grant,  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois  have  authorized  the  sale  of 
these  lands,  and  a  portion  of  them  are  now  advertised  for  sale. 

The  committee  are  satisfied  that  a  sale  of  these  lands,  in  their  present  unimproved  condition,  and 
before  the  commencement  of  the  canal,  (although  they  are  known  to  be  of  a  quality  equal  to  any  other 
portion  of  the  State  of  the  same  extent,)  must  result  in  a  great  sacriticc,  which  may  defeat  the  primary 
object  of  the  grant;  and  to  prevent  these  injurious  consequences,  and  to  carry  into  etfect  the  object  of 
Congress  in  making  the  grant,  your  committee  have  reported  a  bill  to  change  the  mode  of  diL'.poyiug  of 
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.id  lands,  calculatcfl,  in  tlicir  opinion,  as  woU  to  protect  tho  United  States  as  to  acooniidisli  the  original 
design  ol' assisting  the  State  in  tiie  eonstrnction  of  this  great  national  work. 

""The  bill  n^cpiires  said  State  to  relimiuish  to  the  United  States  all  its  right  and  title  to  the  lands  in 
the  said  grant,  except  the  privilege  of  retaining  one-sixteenth  part,  and  such  jiarts  as  may  have  been  sold, 
and  to  receive  in  lieu  thereof  scrip,  wiiicli  shall  be  receivable  at  any  of  the  land  oflices  in  payment  for 
lands  within  said  State,  the  serij)  to  be  issued  at  tho  rate  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  to 
be  delivered  to  the  State  in  the  following  manner,  to  wit:  fifty  thousand  dollars  after  tho  passage  of  the 
act  of  relinciuishnient;  and,  on  the  exhibition  of  evidence  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
that  said  sum  lias  been  duly  aiiiilieil  towards  the  construction  of  the  canal,  fifty  thousand  dollars  more, 
and  so  on  until  the  whole  sum  shall  be  issued. 

1?V  this  rcgtdation  the  rnited  States  secure  to  themselves  the  faithful  application  of  the  moneys  as 
well  as  the  control  of  the  sale  of  the  lands,  neither  of  which  objects  were  provided  for  in  the  original 
grant. 

In  viewing  this  canal  your  committee- are  deeply  impressed  with  its  great  n.'itional  interest  Leaving 
out  of  view  file  important  fact  that  it  passes  exclusively  through  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  which, 
for  many  miles  on  lioth  sides,  have  never  been  offered  for  sale,  they  beg  to  state  that  it  is  the  shortest  and 
most  important  link  of  connexion  between  the  great  northern  lakes  and  the  Mississippi. 

It  is  a  wellknown  fact  that  dining  a  portion  of  the  year,  owing  to  low  water,  other  communications 
are  (lillicult  and  often  impracticable,  Init  at  this  point  no  such  obstruction  is  found;  for  the  Mississippi 
anil  Illinois  rivers  are  at  all  times  navigable  for  steamboats,  except  when  obstructed  by  ice,  making  an 
entire  and  .safe  communication  between  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  by  way  of  the  lakes,  to  New  York  and  Quebec. 

In  time  of  war  this  canal  will  not  only  be  a  great  convenience,  and  afford  every  facility  in  the  defence 
of  tlie  country,  but  be  a  certain  means  of  commercial  intercourse  between  the  northern  and  southern 
States^  and  when  your  conunittee  are  aware  how  easily  the  coastwise  trade  may  be  intercepted  by  any 
maritim(-  power  with  whom  we  may  be  at  war,  they  cannot  forbear  to  urge  the  necessity  of  afVording  the 
most  eflicient  aid  of  the  general  government  for  making  an  internal  communication  which  shall  insure  an 
nnintcrrnpted  intcrconse  between  the  several  States,  who  depend  so  much  for  comfort,  convenience, 
defence,  and  subsistence  on  each  other. 

Your  committee  would  not  enter  into  a  detailed  statement  of  the  whole  commercial  transactions 
which  might  take  jilace,  but  will  oidy  remark  that  the  sugar,  rice,  cotton,  tobacco,  and  many  other  com- 
modities of  the  south  would  be  exi-hanged  for  the  manufactures  and  products  of  the  north;  and  through 
this  chamu'l  the  Stat(-s  of  Illinois,  .Missouri,  and  other  adjacent  States  and  Territories  will  at  all  times  be 
enabled  to  transmit  their  inexhaustible  stores  of  minerals,  together  with  their  agricultural  products,  peltry, 
furs,  stone,  coal,  I'i.-c,  (the  latter  article,  tiiat  is,  coal,  being  found  in  great  abundance  on  the  route  of  the 
canal,  and  on  the  whole  extent  of  the  Illinois  river,")  to  a  market. 

In  concluding  this  report  your  committee  would  remark  that,  if  the  United  States  could  be  actuated 
by  any  such  motive  as  gain  in  this  exchange,  the  jilan  proposed  l\y  the  bill  reported  is  calculated  to  cflect 
that  object;  for  every  fact  in  the  history  of  canals  goes  to  prove  the  great  improvement  in  price  of  all 
lands  through  which  they  pass;  and,  as  the  United  States  will  be  uTider  no  necessity  to  sell,  they  will 
receive  the  increased  value  which  is  inevitable  whenever  the  canal  shall  be  completed. 
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L.WDS    IN    FLORIDA    PURCHASED    BY    LAND    OFFICERS. 

COJIMC.MC.VTED    TO    THE    SEX.WE    M.\Y    5,    1830. 

Treasury  DErARTJiEXT,  May  4,  1830. 
Sue  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2l)th  of  March,  instructing  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  "inform  the  Senate  whether  any  of  the  land  lately  sold  in  Florida  was  returned  on  the 
survey  as  swamp  land;  and  whether  any  of  the  same  has  been  since  ascertained  not  to  be  so;  and  whether 
the  surveyor  general  or  any  of  his  deputies,  or  other  land  officers,  became  the  purchasers  of  any  land  so 
returned  as  swamp,  and  was  not  so,"  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  report  from  the  Connnissiouer  of  the 
(reneral  Land  Office  containing  all  the  information  in  the  ji'issession  of  the  department. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  INGHAM,  Secrelary  of  the  Treasury. 
The  Hon.  Fkesipent  vf  ihr  Siiiatc  if  the  United  Slates. 


Treasury  Department,  General  Land  Office,  April  30,  1830. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  bearing  date  the  26th  ultimo,  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit:  "Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  requested  to  inform  the 
Senate  whether  any  of  the  land  lately  sold  in  Florida  was  returned  on  the  survey  as  swamp  land;  and 
whetiier  any  of  the  same  has  been  since  ascertained  not  to  be  so;  and  whether  the  surveyor  general  or 
any  of  his  deputies,  or  other  laud  officers,  became  the  purchasers  of  any  land  so  returned  as  swamp,  and 
was  not  so,"  which  you  have  referred  to  this  office,  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  some  of  the  public 
lands  oftered  for  sale  at  Tallahassee,  in  February  last,  have  been  reported  in  the  surveys  as  swamp  land; 
this  office,  however,  possesses  no  evidence  that  any  of  the  land  thus  reported  was  not  swamp  land.  The 
statement   marked  A  shows  that,  at  the   sale   alluded   to.  there  were  two  tracts?  of  land   bid  oil',  one   by  a 


1830.J 


CO  i;  KKc'i' 1  ()  \   OF  AN   Ki;i;oi; 


17i» 


(Iciiuty  surveyor,  and  the  otlier  by  a  clerk  in  tlie  ofliee  tif  llie  surveyor  fceneral  ;  wliieli  tracts  ajiiiear  rroiu 
tlie  surveys  to  be  low,  wet,  and  inarsby;  but  tli<;  ollice  possesses  no  evidence  tliat  the  land  is  not  such  as 
is  represented. 

At  the  public  sah^  alluded  to,  it  docs  not  appear  that  the  surveyor  ;j;eiieral  niadi'  any  purrhascs,  nor 
does  it  appear  that  the  ollit'crs  of  tlio  land  ollice  bid  oil'  any  lands  that  the  surveys  indicate  to  be  swanip 
laud. 

With  i;'reat  respect,  I  have  the  hoinir  to  be,  sir,  youi-  vei  y  (■bedieiil    sei'vaiit, 

(;i;o.  oKAiiAM. 

lion.  Samiei,  U.    Incuam,  Sii-n/ari/  nf  /he  Trfasin-y. 


Tlic  r<)II(nriiiij  in  a  li^l  (if  all  Ihf  jiublk  lands  whi<-h  luivf  hern  sold  to  the  survcijor  or  Ids  drpiitirn^  or  o/Iii'r 
land  o//(ce,r,s  in  the  Terrilory  of  Florida,  from  the  moidh  of  April,  1829,  to  Marrji,  18:!(),  togrlhi-r  n-i/h  h 
d''srrijilio)i  of  the  land,  ( so  far  as  reeeiei'd  at  thi>i  ofjiei', )  and  tfy  parlifular  ocrujuillon  of  Ihr  jmrrhnser, 
in  ansirei-  to  a  resolution  <f  the  United  States  Senate  cf  MareJi  20,  )8:»0. 


I'art  of  section. 


S.  E.  qr.  e 2N. 

e,  9,  18,  19,  20,     6  N. 

33,  ilnd  3-1. 
3,7,8, 17,and20.    2  N. 
2.1,  26,  .nnU  34...    3  N. 
3,  10,  15,  .ind  17.,  4  N. 

36 '  4  X. 

33 '  6  N. 

21 '  1  N. 

4,23,  and  26....i  4  N. 

24  and  25 '  .3  N. 

30 3  N. 

1 2N. 


3.. 
19. 


IN. 

6N. 

4  N. 

'  2N. 

1^^- 

1  a. 

10,  II.  H. and  15.    1  S. 
5,  6,  7,8, 17,  and     4  S. 
18. 

20,  29,  and  .10...    4  S. 


1.. 
21. 
11. 


4E. 
7  VV. 


7W. 


Surveyed  by- 


Date  and  nameofimreliaser 


erupatiiin  of  purehaser. 


T.  K.  White... 
Hays  &  Drake. 


.do.. 


n.  K.  aill,  .May,  1829.. 
K.  V.  .Allen,  Jnlv.  l^'-.'U.. 


David  Thnnian,  July,  1829 


K.  C.  Allen,  August,  1829. 


2  W 

low 

7W. 
6W. 
1  \\.      J.  R.  Donelson 


K.  D.  Harris 

Clenipnls  &.  Exuni. 

(lavs  &  Drake 


18  W. 
16  W. 
10  W. 

1  W. 
28  W. 

5E. 

5E. 

4  E. 


4  E. 
4E. 


Hays  St  Brown 

John  Boyd 

Clements  it  E.xum. 

J.  K.  Donelson 

Clements  &  Exurn. 

R.  C.  Allen 

do 


David  Thomas. 

do 

lo 


Komeo  Lewis,  Aug  ,  1829 
li.  K.  Call,  Sept.,  1829..., 

R.W.Wilhanis,  Sept.,  1829 

K.  C.  Allen,  Oct.,  1829.. 

li.  K.  Call 

R.C.Allen,  Dec,  1829... 
R.  K.  Call,  Dec,  1829.... 

Same,  J.anuary,  1830 

J.  G.  Searcy,  Feb.,  1830.. 
Romeo  Lewis,  Feb.,  1830, 
R.  C.  Allen.  Feb.,  1830... 
DavidThomas,  Fi'b.,  1830. 


R.W  Williaiiis. Feb, ,1830 
G.  W.  Ward,  Feb..  1830. 


Receiver  of  land  othee 
Dr'pilty  surveyrtr 


Description  ot  land  pilreh: 


.do.. 


Third  rate  pine  land. 

The  description  not  received  in  tins  o/lie 


\oi  received. 


Not  received. 


Not  received. 


Receiver  of  land  otlice...|  2d  and  3d  rate  land,  timber  iiine  and  hickory. 

Clerk  10  surveyor Description  nrit  received  at  this  otRce. 

Deputy  surveyor North  part  2d  and  3d  rate,  part  swampy  and 

j      ]iart  hickory. 
Receiver  nf  land  ofliee...!  Third  rate  pine  lanil. 

Deputy  surveyor 

Receiver  of  land  office...    Pine  land. 

do Second  rate  land,  pine  and  hickory. 

Clerk  surveyor's  office  . ..,  Description  not  received  at  this  ofiice. 

Deputy  snn-eynr ;  i  Secc)nd  and  third  rate  land,  timber  pun', 

do. )      oak,  cypress,  bay,  and  gum. 

d Second  and  third  rate  land,  part  low,  wet, 

I      and  swampy,  timber  pine,  oak,  cypress, 
i      hornbeam,  and  cabbage  land. 

Clerk  to  siirve\or Part  first  rate,  part  second  rate,  part  Unv 

and  wet  land. 
Second  rate  land,  limber  pine,  and  oak. 


Register  r)f  land  olTice,.,. 


General  Land  Okfice,  IVasfutif^ton  Ctttj,  Jlprit  30,1830. 


GEORGE  GRAHAM,  Commtmoncr. 


21sT  Congress.  I 


No.  850. 


[1st  Session'. 


ON  AN    APPLICATION    FOR  THE    CORltEl'TION    OF    AN    EPKOR    IN    THE    .«rnVEY    OF 

TRACT    OF    LAND. 


A 


COMMUNlCATEll  TO  THE  IlOl'SE  OF   KEI'RESENTATIVES    MAY  5,    1830. 

Mr.  Hunt,  front  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  jietitionof  tlreen  Prior,  reported: 

The  petitioner  states  that  in  July,  1818,  he  jturchascd  for  himself  and  Peter  Prior,  now  deceased,  a 
certain  tract  of  land  in  the  State  of  ^lississippi,  Claiborne  county,  fractional  section  2,  township  14,  range 
5  east,  which  was  said  to  contain  440  acres,  from  a  Mr.  Isliain  Arther,  who  had  entered  the  same  at  two 
dollars  per  acre,  and  had  paid  one-fourth  of  the  money,  when  the  jtetitioner,  as  lie  represents,  purchased 
Arther's  right  at  an  advance  of  $1,200.  In  1822  he  completed  the  payment  to  the  government  for  440 
acres,  ami  prays  that  a  patent  may  be  issued  to  him  and  the  lieirs  of  Peter  Prior,  deceased,  of  fractional 
section  No.  2,  be  the  quantity  more  or  less. 

When  the  aforesaid  Isliam  Arther  made  his  purchase  in  1810,  there  had  been  either  no  survey  of  the 
above-mentioned  land,  or  a  false  survey.  There  was,  however,  a  jdat  purporting  to  represent  :i  survey  by 
which  fractional  section  No.  2  ia  falsely  represented  to  be  bounded  north  upon  the  traverse  of  Big  Black 
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river;  and  according'  to  the  line  upon  that  plat  representing  the  traverse  of  the  river,  No.  2  contains  the 
full  quantity  of  land  supposed  to  have  been  purchased,  to  wit,  440  acres.  But  by  a  true  survey  made 
since  the  purchase,  it  is  ascertained  that  the  river  is  much  further  north  of  the  line  as  laid  down  upon  the 
above-mentioned  plat;  and  that  if  fractional  section  No.  2,  which  contains  689.50  acres  according  to  that 
survej',  should  be  extended  to  the  river,  it  wonld  contain  1,1 45  acres,  and  include  the  whole  of  section  No.  12. 

The  diagram  marked  B  will  exhibit  the  false  plat  and  the  true  snrvey.  The  papers  marked  A,  0,  D, 
and  E,  will  explain  the  case  at  large,  and  show  upon  what  grounds  a  patent  has  been  otTered  to  the 
petitioner. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  petitioner  is  not  entitled  to  the  whole  section  No.  2,  which  has 
been  surveyed  and  laid  off  since  his  purchase,  by  virtue  of  the  payments  already  made,  because  neither 
he  nor  Isham  Arther  bought  under  that  survey.  If  he  claims  under  the  above-mentioned  plat  of  survey, 
which  was  in  existence  at  the  time  of  his  purchase,  justice  will  be  done  to  him  if  he  receives  a  patent  of 
all  the  land  in  No.  2  south  of  the  line  upon  said  plat,  representing  the  Big  Black  river,  and  which  contains 
the  full  quantity  of  440  acres,  as  originally  represented. 

The  committee  recommend  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,   That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
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FOR    PROTECTION    TO    THE    SURVEYORS    OF    THE    PUBLIC    LANDS. 

C"MMr.NlC.\TED  TO  THE  HOTSE  OF  REPRESEXT.VnVES  .MAY  13,  1830. 

To  (he  House  of  Bepresenlalives  : 

Gentlemen:  The  enclosed  documents  will  present  to  Congress  the  necessity  of  some  legislative  pro- 
vision by  which  to  prevent  the  offences  to  whicli  tliey  refer.  At  present  it  appears  that  there  is  no  law 
existing  for  the  punishment  of  persons  guilty  of  interrupting  the  public  surveyors  when  engaged  in  the 
performance  of  the  trusts  coniided  to  them.  I  suggest,  therefore,  for  your  consideration,  the  propriety  of 
adopting  some  provisit)u  witli  adequate  penalties  to  meet  the  case. 


ANDREW  JACKSON. 


May  13,  1830. 


Surveyor's  Office,  Washington,  Miss.,  April  16,  1830. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  —  ultimo,  accompanied  \>y  my  official  bond,  returned  in  consequence  of  not 
being  witnessed,  has  been  received.  The  omission  has  been  supplied  and  the  bond  handed  to  Mr.  Tichenor, 
as  directed,  wliich  I  presume  will  be  inmiediately  forwarded  to  you. 

A  treasury  draft  for  $20,000,  enclosed,  wa.s  delivered  to  me  by  the  cashier  of  the  bank  at  Natchez, 
about  one-half  the  amount  of  which  is  already  disbursed,  and,  from  the  best  information  I  am  able  to 
obtain,  it  will  require  an  additional  remittance  to  meet  the  demands  on  this  department  for  surveying 
now  nearly  completed,  and  which  is  expected  shortly  to  be  returned  to  this  office. 

Mr.  Turner  has  remained  in  the  office,  performing  the  duties  of  principal  clerk,  and  will  continue  only 
a  short  time  to  come.  I  am  under  great  obligations  to  him  for  his  assistance  and  information  in  relation 
to  the  business  of  the  office.  Indeed  I  could  not  have  done  well  without  his  aid,  in  consequence  of  the 
great  quantity  of  business  that  has  been  executed,  and  when  he  leaves  I  apprehend  I  shall  experience  a 
good  deal  of  embarrassment. 

I  foresee  great  difficulties  in  conqjleting  the  surveys  in  the  southeastern  district.  Resistance  has 
already  been  ofl'ered  by  the  Bowies  and  their  accomplices  to  the  public  survej'ors,  as  j'ou  will  perceive  by 
the  accompanying  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  principal  deputy  surveyor  in  that  district;  and  unless  some 
decisive  measure  is  taken  by  the  government  to  awe  or  punisli  those  individuals  their  efforts  will  become 
more  formidable,  and  may  retard  the  completion  of  the  surveys  for  a  long  time.  I  consider  it  of  great 
importance,  not  only  to  the  general  g-overnment,  but  to  the  people  and  State  of  Louisiana,  that  the  public 
survej's  should  be  completed  (in  that  district  particularly)  as  soon  as  possible.  The  spirit  for  the  culti- 
vation of  the  sugar  cane  seems  now  to  prevail  extensivelj',  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  lands  adapted  to 
that  culture  will  find  ready  sale  when  brought  into  market.  The  season  for  surveying  is  now  drawing  to 
a  close,  and  before  it  commences  again  I  hope  such  aid  will  be  afforded  by  the  government  as  will  enable 
the  surveying  to  progress  without  molestation. 

1  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gurley  on  the  subject  of  some  late  confirmations  of  British 
claims  by  the  register  and  receiver  at  St.  Helena,  in  the  district  east  of  the  island  of  New  Orleans,  a 
copy  of  which  I  herewith  enclose  to  you,  and  have  instructed  the  principal  deputy  surveyor  at  Baton 
Rouge  to  suspend  or  decline  surveying  any  of  these  claims  until  the  matter  shall  have  been  submitted 
for  your  decision.  While  on  the  subject  of  British  claims,  I  beg  leave  to  ask  your  attention  to  the  situa- 
tion of  several  in  this  State  that  come  under  the  denomination  of  "  reported  British  claims"'  which  were 
confirmed  to  citizens  of  the  United  Stairs  by  an  act  of  Congress  of  July  5,  1812.  In  the  public  surveying, 
all  the  claims  of  this  description  were  respected,  but  I  am  induced  to  believe  there  are  many  of  the 
claimants  who  were  not  citizens  of  the  United  States  at  the  proper  date,  if  at  any  time,  and  consecjuently 
not  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  that  act.  Those  that  occur  to  my  recollection  at  present  are  five  or  six 
claims  of  Augustine  Provost,  and  one  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Thomas  Durham.  They  have  not 
taken  possession  of  the  land  claimed,  and  there  is  no  mode  prescribed  by  law  to  test  their  citizenship. 
The  only  one  that  suggests  itself  to  me  is  to  survey  and  sell  as  public  land  such  portions  of  their  claims 
as  have  not  been  regranted. 
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When  I  came  into  oRu-o  I  ramul  that  Mr.  Tiuni'r  had  previously  contrarteil  t'ur  the  surveyiiit;-  ol'  all 
the  remainder  of  the  Choctaw  district  lyinj^  between  the  Mississippi  and  Ya/.nD  rivei's  and  the  Indian 
boundary  line.  The  surveyinj;-  has  ]iriij;'n>ssed  until  lately,  but  ii5  now  suspended  in  conseipience  of  hij;-h 
water.  The  work  of  several  townships  has  been  returned  to  this  office  which  contain  a  large  proportion 
of  first  rate  land  not  suliject  to  inundation.  Land  in  that  part  of  the  district  is  eagerly  sought  ai'ter,  and 
is,  as  I  am  inf.irnied,  rapidly  settling  by  ,s'(y(/a//(.'r,s.  Nu  doufit  it  will  readily  sell  when  jirepared  and  br(uiglit 
into  market.  ^ 

Tlie  surve_ying  in  the  southwestern  district  is  progressing,  but  has  not  advanced  as  rapidly  as  was 
desirable;  however,  some  of  the  difficulties  which  heretofore  retarded  the  work  have  been  removed,  and  it 
may  be  expected  that  it  will  progress  more  actively.  A  few  townships  in  the  district  north  of  Red  River 
are  under  contract  with  Mr.  Turner,  and  I  have  contracted  for  the  surveying  of  si.x  or  seven  townships  in 
that  district,  said  to  contain  private  claims;  one  of  them  embraces  salt  springs  which  have  been  worked 
eighteen  years  or  more,  and  which  are  claimed  by  several  individuals.  These  claims  will  not  be  recognized, 
except  to  represent  them  on  the  township  map  by  dotted  lines. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JO.  I'UNBAK,  Sariryor  of  I'uhlir  Land.-;  fyoiilh  of  Tennessee. 

Hon.  Geori^e  Gr.v!l\m,  (JommissioniT  of  Genera!  Land  Office,  ]\'asliin(/lon  Cdy. 


E.rlraii  of  a  letter  from  A.  F.  Rkjhtor,  principal  deputy  surveyor  of  the  southeastern  district,  Louisiana,  to  J. 
Dunliar,  surveyor,  d-c,  Washington,  dated  March  2'.),  1830. 

"Sir:  In  (jbedience  to  an  orilcr  from  11.  B.  Cenas,  the  register  f/f  this  district,  I  proceeded  to  survey 
the  claim  confirmed  to  the  heirs  of  Louis  de  Lahoussaye,  but  was  stopped  by  Stephen  Bowie,  saying  that  he 
Would  forcililj'  prevent  the  survey.  I  have  been  stopped  before  by  James  Bowie.  I  supposed  that  I  could 
call  in  the  assistance  of  the  marshal  to  protect  the  surveyor,  and  with  this  expectation  I  went  to  New 
Orleans,  and  called  on  the  marshal;  but,  on  examination,  wo  found  thi.-ri'  was  no  law  to  authorize  him  to 
protect  the  surveyor.  This  being  the  case,  the  surveys  must  now  stop.  The  persons  holding  land  under 
Bowie  will  never  allow  the  survey  of  those  lands  to  be  made  in  a  manner  difierent  from  their  wishes." 


Batox  RouiiE,  April  6,  1830. 

Sir:  The  register  and  receiver  of  land  titles  at  St.  Helena  have  issued  some  seventy  or  eighty  certifi- 
cates of  confirmation  of  British  claims,  none  of  v^diich  have  ever  been  considered  by  their  predecessiws  or  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States  as  having  been  confirmed. 

"The  certificates  refer  for  their  confirmation  to  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1810;  but  it  will  appear  by 
that  law  that  none  were  recognized  as  valid,  as  it  was  necessar}'  that  it  should  appear  b}-  the  report  (J. 
O.  Corly's)  that  they  had  been  sold  under  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  IISS,  or  actually  iidiabited  and 
cultivated  at  its  date.  This  was  not  the  case.  It  is  difficult  to  imagine  a  more  i)alpable  violation  of  the 
act  of  1819  than  the  issuing  of  these  certificates;  but  as  they  hare  been  issued,  the  next  step  will  be  to 
have  them  surveyed:  any  attempt  of  this  kind  I  should  exceedingly  regret  at  this  time.  Those  claims,  it 
is  well  known,  were  confiscated  by  Spain,  under  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  applications  for 
their  confirmations  to  Congress  have  been  repeatedly  rejected.  Much  sensation  will  be,  and  is  already, 
felt  on  this  suliject,  and  any  attempt  t  >  survey  them  would  but  increase  its  violence. 

■  Measures  are  taking  to  arrest  the  evil,  and  my  object  in  addressing  you  is  to  apprise  you  of  the  fact, 
and  under  a  confident  belief  that  you  possess  the  power,  and,  if  so,  that  you  will  exercise  it,  to  arrest  the 
surveys,  unless  evidence  should  be  exhibited  that  they  have  been  sold  under  the  treaty  of  1783,  or  inhali- 
ited  and  cultivated  at  its  date. 

My  only  motive  is  to  do  an  act  of  justice  to  niy  fellow-citizens  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  prevent,  if  pos- 
sible, gross  injustice  on  the  other. 

I  shall  be  happy  to  hear  from  you  on  this  interesting  subject. 
Yours,  most  respectfully, 

II.  II.  CiURLEY. 

Joseph  Di-xb.\r,  Esq. 


\V.\sniN-i;T(.N-,  3Iay  13,  1830. 
Sir:  In  conformity  with  the  wishes  expressed  in  your  note  of  the  Uth,  I  have  carefully  examined  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  and  cannot  find  that  any  provision  is  made  to  punish  aggressions  upon  the  sur- 
veyors of  the  public  lands  while  in  the  execution  of  their  duty.  The  urgency  of  the  case  demands  imme- 
diate, action;  and  I  would  respectfully  suggest,  that  if  the  case  were  made  the  subject  of  a  special  mes- 
sage, it  would  be  more  promptly  attended  to  than  if  the  law  were  introduced  by  a  member, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  rcsijectfulh'  your  most  obedient  servant, 

El)\V.\i;n   LIVIXCSTON. 
The  President  of  the  United  States. 
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CLAIMS    FOR    VIRGINIA    JI I  L  I  T  A  R  Y    BOUNTY    LANDS. 

COSlMrXlCATEI)    TO    THE    HOCSE    (JJ''    REPRESENTATIVES    MAY    13,   1830. 

Documents  accompanying  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  officers  and  soldiers 
lit'  the  Virginia  State  line  during  the  revolutionary  ivar." 

In  THE  Senate  ok  the  United  States,  March  5,  1830. 
liesohvd,  That  tlio  Coiiiiiiittec  on  Public  Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  justice  and  expedi- 
ency of  autiiori/ciu};'  those  persons,  their  lieirs  or  devisees,  wliose  claims  to  niilitarj'  bounty  land,  under 
the  acts  and  resolves  of  tiie  Virginia  legislature,  for  services  rendered  during  the  revolutionary  war, 
remain  unsatisfied  by  reason  of  the  reservations  made  by  Virginia  in  her  compacts  with  Kentucky  and 
the  United  States,  having  )irovecl  deficient,  to  enter  their  claims  on  the  public  lands  lying  within  the 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  which  may  have  heretofore  been  biought  into  market  and  remain 
unsold,  or  of  making  such  other  provision  as  reason  and  equity  maj'  seem  to  require. 

Attest:  '  WALTER  LOWRIE,  Secretary. 


Resolution  of  the  assembly  of  Virginia  of  the  'id  of  January,  1181,  ceding  to  Co7igress  lands  on  the  northwest 
side  of  the  Ohio  river,  under  certain  conditions  and  restrictions. 

In  the  House  of  Delegates,   Tuesday,  January  2,   1181. 

The  general  assembly  of  Virginia  being  well  satisfied  that  the  liajipiness,  strength,  and  safety  of  the 
United  States  depend,  under  Providence,  upon  the  ratification  of  the  articles  of  the  Federal  Union  between 
the  United  States,  heretofijre  proposed  by  Congress  for  the  consideration  of  the  said  States,  and  preferring 
the  good  of  their  country  to  every  object  of  smaller  importance,  do  Jiesolve,  That  this  Commonwealth  will 
yield  to  the  C(,)ngress  of  the  United  States  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  United  States  all  right,  title,  and 
claim  that  the  said  Commonwealth  hath  to  the  lands  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  upon  the  following 
conditions  to  wit:  That  the  territory  so  ceded  shall  be  laid  out  and  formed  into  States  containing  a 
suitable  extent  of  territory,  and  shall  not  be  less  than  one  hundred  nor  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  square,  or  as  near  thereto  as  circumstances  will  admit:  that  the  States  so  formed  shall  be  distinct 
republican  States,  and  be  admitted  members  of  the  Federal  Union,  having  the  same  rights  of  sovereignty, 
freedom,  and  independence  as  the  other  States;  that  Virginia  shall  be  allowed  and  fully  reimbursed  by  the 
United  States  her  actual  expenses  in  reducing  the  British  posts  at  the  Kaskaskias  aiid  St.  Vincent's,  the 
expense  of  inaintaining  garrisons  and  supporting  civil  government  there  since  the  reduction  of  the  said 
posts,  and,  in  general,  all  the  charge  she  has  incurred  on  account  of  the  country  on  the  northwest  side  of 
the  Ohio  river  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  war;  that  the  French  and  Canadian  inhabitants, 
and  other  settlers  at  tlie  Kaskaskias,  St.  Vincent's,  and  the  neighboring  villages,  who  have  professed 
themselves  citizens  of  Virginia,  shall  have  their  possessions  and  titles  confirmed  to  them,  and  shall  be 
protected  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  liberty;  for  which  jiurpo.se  troops  shall  be  stationed  there, 
at  the  charge  of  the  United  States,  to  protect  them  from  the  encroachments  of  the  British  forces  at 
Detroit  or  elsewhere,  unless  the  events  of  war  shall  render  it  impracticable. 

As  Colonel  George  Rogers  Clarke  planned  and  executed  the  secret  expedition  by  which  the  British 
posts  were  reduced,  and  was  promised,  if  the  enterprise  succeeded,  a  liberal  gratuity  in  lands  in  that 
country  for  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  first  marched  thither  with  him,  that  a  quantity  of  land  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres  be  allowed  and  granted  to  the  said  officers  and  soldiers 
and  the  other  ofiQcers  and  soldiers  that  have  been  since  incorporated  into  the  said  regiment,  to  be  laid  off 
in  one  tract,  the  length  of  which  not  to  exceed  double  the  breadth,  in  such  place  on  the  northwest  side 
of  the  Ohio  as  the  majority  of  the  officers  shall  choose,  and  to  be  afterwards  divided  among  the  said 
officers  and  soldiers  in  due  proportion  according  to  the  laws  of  Virginia. 

That  in  case  the  quantity  of  good  lands  of  the  southeast  side  of  the  Ohio,  upon  the  waters  of  Cum- 
berland river,  and  between  the  Green  river  and  the  Tennessee  river,  which  have  been  reserved  by  law  for 
Virginia  troops  upon  continental  establishment,  and  upon  their  own  Slate  establishment,  should  (from  the 
North  Carolina  line  bearing  in  further  upon  the  Cumberland  lands  than  was  expected)  prove  insufficient 
for  their  legal  bounties,  the  deficiency  shall  be  made  up  to  the  said  troops  in  good  lands,  to  be  laid  off 
between  the  rivers  Scioto  and  Little  Miami,  on  the  northwest  side  of  the  river  Ohio,  in  such  proportions 
as  have  been  engaged  to  them  by  tlie  laws  of  ^Virginia.  That  all  the  lands  within  the  territory  so  ceded 
to  the  United  States  and  not  reserved  for  or  appropriated  to  any  of  the  herein  before-mentioned  purposes 
or  disposed  of  in  bounties  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  American  army,  shall  be  considered  as  a 
common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  American  States'  as  have  become  or  shall 
become  members  of  the  confederation  or  federal  alliance  of  the  said  States,  (Virginia  inclusive,)  according 
to  their  usual  respective  proportions  in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure,  and  shall  be  faithfully  and 
bona  fide  disposed  of  for  that  purpose  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever;  and  therefore  that  all 
purchases  and  deeds  from  any  Indian  or  Indians,  or  from  any  Indian  nation  or  nations,  for  any  lauds 
within  any  part  of  the  said  territory  which  have  been  or  slijdl  be  made  for  the  use  or  benefit  of  any 
private  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  and  royal  grants  within  the  ceded  territory  inconsistent  with  the 
chartered  rigiits,  laws,  and  customs  of  Virginia,  shall  be  deemed  and  declared  absolutely  void  and  of  no 
eflect  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  said  territory  had  still  remained  sulijcct  to  and  part" of  the  Conmion- 
wealth  of  Virginia 

That  all  the  remaining  territory  of  Virginia,  included  between  the  Atlantic  ocean  and  the  southeast 
side  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  the  .Maryland,  Pennsvlvania,  and  Nortl.  Carolina  boundaries,  shall  be  guarantied 
to  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  by  the  said  United  States. 


1830.] 


CLAIMS    FOR    MILIT.VUY    BOUNTY    LANDS. 


183 


That  the  aViove  cession  of  territory  liy  Virg-inia  to  the  United  i^tates  sliiili  ln'  voiil  ami  of  none  efl'ect, 
unless  all  the  States  in  tiie  American  Union  shall  ratify  the  articles  of  conlVcliM-alini]  heretdfore  transmitted 
by  Congress  for  the  consideration  of  the  said  States. 

Virginia  having  thus,  for  the  sake  of  the  g-eueral  good,  prcjiiosed  in  cedo  a  great  e.xtent  nf  valualdo 
territory  to  the  continent,  it  is  expected  in  return  that  every  other  .^late  in  the  Union,  under  similar 
circumstances  as  to  vacant  territory,  will  make  similar  cessions  of  the  same  to  the  l'nite(l  States  for  the 
general  emolument. 

Teste:  .lOlIX   I'.KCK  LEY,  6'.  7/.  /> 


Januarv  '2,  ITSl,  agreed  to  hv  the  senate. 


AVILLIAM   iHIKW,  ('.  S. 


The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  resdliitiini  tiled  in  this  onirc. 

CEOltCiE  W.  MUNFOIiI>,  (J.  11.  1). 
J.vxr.\RY  12,  1830. 


Kegister's  Office,  Fchruarij  2,  1822. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  tif  the  la.iuse  of  delegates  of  the  22d  ultimo  requiring  the  register 
of  the  land  office  to  furnish  to  that  house  "a  statement  of  the  whole  amount  of  acres  of  land  warrants 
dated  before  the  1st  day  of  ^lay,  1792,  issued  for  military  or  naval  service  upon  the  State  establishment, 
and  a'so  the  amount  of  acres  of  warrants  dated  before  the  1st  day  of  May,  1192,  issued  for  services  in  the 
Virginia  line  upon  continental  establishment,  and  the  amount  of  acres  of  land  warrants  dated  since  the 
1st  day  of  May,  1792,  issued  fur  service  in  the  Virginia  line  upon  continental  establishment,  distinguishing 
the  amount  of  each  description,"  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  two  statements  hereto  annexed,  marked 
A  and  B,  which  furnish  the  information  required  as  accurately-  as  the  records  and  documents  of  this  oflice 
enable  me  to  give  it.  The  statement  A  emlu-aces  the  warrants  issued  prior  to  the  1st  day  of  May,  1792; 
and  the  statement  B  cmliraces  the  warrants  issued  from  the  1st  day  of  May,  1792,  inclusive,  to  the  present 
time;  distinguishing  the  amount  of  each  description  of  warrants.  In  some  instances  warrants  have  issued 
in  consideration  of  military  services  generally,  without  distinguishing  the  line  in  which  the  service 
was  performed,  and  I  am  not  enabled  from  any  document  in  this  oflice  to  ascertain  in  what  line  such  service 
was  rendered.  The  amount  of  warrants  issued  in  relation  to  which  this  uncertainty  as  to  the  line  exists 
will  be  found  distinguished  from  others  in  the  statements  referred  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

\VM.  G.  PENDLETON. 

The  lion.  Spe.vkek  of  the  House  of  Delegates. 


Slaiemenl.  showing  the  amount  in  acres  of  Virginia  mililarij  laud  irarrants  i.-<sued prior  to  the  1st  day  of  Mag, 
1792,  in  consideration  of  services  j)erJormed  ia  the  revolutionarg  icar. 


Line  uncertain. 

State  line 

and  navy. 

Continental  line. 

Year. 

On     acts    and 
resolutions  of 
assembly. 

On  certificates. 

Line. 

Navy. 

On    acts     and 
resolutions  of 
assembly. 

On  certificates. 

1782 

Acres. 

Acres 
47,666j 
11,000 
3, 266 J 

Aces. 
110, 133i 
438. 488 
210,254J 
10,467 
6,766j 
2,600 
9, I665 
7,9665 
5, 777 J 
10,933| 
100 

Acres. 

Acres. 
10,  6665- 
23,000 

Acres. 

126,689^ 

1,615,585s 

737,445| 

80,044^ 

53. 233| 

26,065s 

18,366t 

6,333i 

1783 

26,400 
75,500 
2,666f 
2,666j 

147,731i 

70,032i 

5,9331 

24.3331 

16,300 

32,066s 

2,8665 

10,6665 

12,000 

6,000 

1784 

1785 

1786 

1787 

1788 

4,000 
2, 666s 

1789 

1790 

17,599^ 
10,500 

1791 -      - 

1792 

' 

6,000 

700 

107,253J                68,600 

812,653J 

327,930J 

39,6663 

2,  692,  563^5 

Total 

175   S.i.^i 

1,140 

,o83s 

2,  732 

23OJ5 

---i 

Labd  OmcE,  February  2,  1822. 


WILLIAM  G.   PENDLETON,  Register  of  the  Land  Office. 
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B. 

Slatement  showing  the  amount  in  acres  of  Virginia  military  land  icarrants  isaued  from  May  1,  l'I92,  to  February 
1,  1822,  inclusive,  in  consideration  of  services  performed  in  the  revolutionary  war. 


Line  uncertain. 

State  line  and  navy. 

Continental  line. 

Tear. 

On     acts     and 
resolutions  of 
assembly. 

On  certificates. 

Line. 

Kavy. 

On    acts    and 
resolutions  of 
assembly. 

On  certificates. 

1792 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 
6,500 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 
25,244J 
11,766| 
13,373| 
32,755| 
46,388J 
41  652 

1793 

5, 333 J 
6,666| 
3,266| 
1,300 

200 

1794 

2,766f 
300 

2,766f 

1795                   

179G 

1797 

1798                          

2,6e6j 

676 

36,370j 
38  645 

1799 

IROO 

700                        200 

29   188' 

1801 

24, leef 

3,833| 
17,344J 
11  0l!6S 

1802                     

1803 

4.000 
4,000 

300 

1804 

1805 

4,000 

14  555 

1806 

35  920 

1807            



140,989^ 
139,037| 
91,105| 
119,456i 
55,953| 
33,043s 
39,088 

1808 

1809                   .                     i 

1810         .                     ! 

1811           

1,333^ 
400 
100 

1812 

1813 

1814 

7  888 

1815          

5  780 

1816               

7731 

1817        

15,8]6J 
17,420f 
27,766J 
39,117^ 
20   123 

1818 

1819            

200 
100 
300 

1820 

1821 

1822 

1,203J 

1 

10,666j 

31,176 

6,233J 

1, 136.834^ 

Total 

10,666J 

37,409i 

1   136  9~^i-' 

, — |. 

WM.  G.   PENDLETON,  Register  of  the  Land  Office. 
Land  Office,   February  2,   1822. 

State  of  Virginia,  to  wit :  '  ■ 

I,  William  G.  Pendleton,  register  of  the  land  office  of  the  State  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the 

foregoing  letter  of  February  2,  1822,  addressed  to  "the  honorable  speaker  of  the  house  of  delegates,"  and 

the  statements  "A"  and  "B,"  thereto  annexed,  are  truly  copied  from  a  report  made  by  me  to  the  house  of 

r     ^  -|   delegates  of  this  Commonwealth,  at  the  la.st  session  of  the  general  assembly.     Given  under  my 

'■  '■■J   hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  the  land  office  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  on  the  2.3d  day  of  April,  1822. 

WM.  G.  PENDLETON,  Begister. 


21sr  Congress.] 


No.  853. 


[1st  Session. 


C  L  A  I  ]yi    TO    LAND    IN    MISSOURI. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    MAY    24,     1830. 

Mr.  Pettis,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  vrhom  were  referred  the  petitions  of  James  W. 
Brannin,  Nathaniel  Ford,  and  Charles  Hughes,  reported: 

That  it  appears  from  the  evidence  accompanying  the  petitions  the  Spani.sh  government,  while  they 
held  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  granted  to  one  John  Collins  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  as  a 
settlement  riglit;  that  the  claim  of  Collins  was  confirmed  by  the  United  States  commissioners;  and  that, 
under  the  act  of  Congress  of  1815,  for  the  relief  of  the  sufl'erera  by  earthquakes  in  New  Madrid  county, 
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OJic  John  Collins,  (wIki  is  siipposod  not  to  bo  tlio  original  grantee  of  the  traet  of  land  mentioned,)  throngli 
the  agency  of  Philip  TraMiiiiell  and  (Jeorge  C.  Hart,  procured  a  cirtijicalc  from  the  recorder  of  land  tith's 
authorizing  a  location  of  other  lands.  The  location  was  made  in  Howard  ciuinty;  and  after  a  patent  had 
been  issued  by  tlie  United  States,  a  deed  for  the  lands  was  regularly  execiite<l  by  tli(^  said  John  Collins  to 
Philip  Trannnell.  Afterwards,  in  Nov(Mnber,  1S21,  Trammel!  sold  three  iiundred  acres  of  said  tract  fur 
$1,500  to  James  \V.  Urannin.  Brannin  alleges  and  swears  that  Ik;  had  mi  knowledge  or  slispicion  that 
there  was  any  I'raud  in  procuring  the  .said  certilicate  and  patent,  the  legal  chain  (if  title  lieing  completed. 
In  August,  1S-2T,  Trannnell  suld  to  Charles  llug-hes  one  hundred  and  eigiily  acres  uf  the  uriginal  tract; 
and  on  tlie  'iOlh  of  tlie  same  month  he,  Trannnell.  sold  the  reiuaiuing  one  hnnilied  and  sixty  acres  to 
Nathaniel  Ford — both  for  a  valuable  ccnisideration. 

A  bill  has  been  lately  filed  by  the  United  States  in  the  district  court  of  Missouri  against  Trannn(d!, 
Brannin,  Hughes,  and  Ford,  alleging  that  the  certilicate  and  patent  were  fraudulently  obtained  by  Tram- 
niell  and  Hart,  in  the  name  of  Collins;  alleging  also  that  the  John  Collins  who  obtained  the  certificate  and 
patent  was  not  the  John  L'olliiif:  to  whom  the  original  grant  had  been  made,  and  jjraying  a  repeal  of  the 
patent.  The  defendants  all  answer  separately,  under  oath,  and  deny  nil  knowdedge  of  the  frau<l,  if  there 
was  any;  and  the  present  petiti<iners  swear  jiositivcdy  that  they  puichased  of  Trammell  without  any 
knowledge  or  notice  of  anj-  such  fraud. 

To  show  the  probability  of  their  purchasing  without  notice  of  the  fraud,  the  petitioners  have  exhibited 
the  affidavits  of  a  great  number  of  the  most  respectable  citizens  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  lands,  proving 
that  it  was  generally  believed  that  Trammell's  title  was  good;  that  there  was  no  suspicion  against  the 
title.  To  corroborate  this,  evidence  is  exhibited  showing  that  a  suit  was  instituted  against  TramnudI  by 
some  person  in  the  name  of  John  Collins  for  the  same  tract  of  land,  on  the  ground  that  the  Collins  who 
obtained  the  certilicate  was  not  the  original  grantee,  and  that  lie  had  personated  the  real  owner  of  the 
lands.  This  suit  was  decided  in  favor  of  Trammell,  which,  the  [letitioners  allege,  confirmed  them  in  the 
belief  that  the  title  was  good. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  tlie  John  Collins  who  obtained  the  certificate  and  patent  was  not 
the  original  grantee  under  the  Spanish  g'overnment.  They  believe  that  the  jietitioners  purchased  ii-ithoul 
knowledge  of  the  fraud;  and  they  think  that  as  the  officer  of  the  government,  by  granting  the  certificate 
upon  which  a  patent  issued,  enabled  the  said  Collins  to  make  sale  of  the  lands  to  the  petitioners,  it  would 
now  be  inequitable  and  unjust  for  the  government  to  repeal  the  patent  and  destroy  the  title  of  the 
petitioners,  especiallj'  when  they  have,  under  the  faith  of  the  title  made  by  the  government,  purchased 
these  lands  at  a  high  price,  and  made  impiovements  on  them  of  equal  value  with  the  lands. 

It  is  the  opinion  also  of  a  part  of  the  committee  that,  although  it  may  appear  to  the  court  that  the 
petitioners  did  purchase  without  notice,  still,  if  there  was  fraud  in  thus  obtaining  the  certificate  and 
patent,  the  court  would  be  compelled  to  decree  that  the  patent  should  be  repealed. 

Believing  that  it  would  l:ie  unjust  and  oppressive  for  the  government  to  take  advantage  of  its  own 
act  and  the  act  of  its  officer,  by  which  the  petitioners  were  deceived  and  induced  to  make  the  i)urcliase, 
thus  to  deprive  them  of  their  lands,  the3'  recommend  that  the  United  States  relinquish  their  title  to  the 
petitioners.  This  appears  the  more  reasonable  when  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  Trammell  is  insolvent  and 
Collins  made  a  quit-claim  deed  only,  leaving  the  petitioners  without  any  redress.  The  committee  there- 
fore report  a  bill. 


2  1st  Congress.  1  No.    854.  f  1st  Session. 

OX    THE   DISPOSITION    OF  CERTAIN    KESERVATIONS    OF    LAND    IN    OHIO. 

COMlirXICATF.D    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESEN'TATIVES    5I.\Y    24,     1830. 

Mr.  Irvix,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  House 
to  inquire  into  the  title  of  sections  eight,  eleven,  twenty-six,  and  twent3'-nine,  in  the  thirteenth  town- 
ship and  seventh  range,  in  the  Steubenville  district,  so  called,  in  Ohio,  and  also  into  the  expediency 
of  making  a  donation  of  said  sections  for  the  use  of  common  schools  in  the  vicinity,  or  otiierwise 
disposing  of  the  same,  reported: 

That,  by  an  cirdinance  of  Congress  for  ascertaining  the  mode  of  disposing  of  lands  in  the  Western 
Territory,  passed  the  SOth  May,  1785,  the  four  lots  or  sections  numbered  8,  II,  26,  29  are  reserved  out  of 
ever}'  township  for  the  L'nited  States,  and  out  of  every  fractional  part  of  a  townsliip  so  many  lots  of  the 
same  numbers  as  shall  be  found  thereon  for  future  sale.  Lot  numbered  sixteen  (jf  every  township  was 
reserved  also  for  the  maintenance  of  public  schools  within  the  township. 

By  a  resolution  passed  the  1st  of  October,  1787,  Congress  gave  one  complete  and  entire  township  of 
land  to  Arnold  Henry  Dohrmau,  subject  "to  the  reservations  as  in  the  other  townships,  agreeably  to  the 
ordinance  of  the  20th  of  May,  17S5,  out  of  the  three  last  ranges  surveyed  in  the  Western  Territory  of  the 
United  States,"  to  be  selected  by  the  said  Dohrman. 

By  an  act  of  Congress  passed  the  27tli  February,  1801,  the  President  of  the  United  States  was 
authorized  to  issue  a  patent  for  the  thirteenth  township,  in  the  seventh  range,  to  Arnold  Heniy  Dohrman, 
or  his  legal  representatives,  agreeably  to  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  first  day  of  October,  in  the  j-ear 
1787.  By  virtue  of  the  provisions  "of  this  act  a  patent  was  issued  on  the  15th  day  of  May,  1801,  to 
William  Bayard  and  William  Constable  for  the  above-described  township  of  land,  in  trust,  for  the  uses 
and  purposes  expressed  in  a  deed  between  the  grantees  and  the  said  Dohrman.  In  the  patent  it  is 
expressly  declared  that  the  grant  is  subject  to  the  reservations  provided  in  and  by  the  act  and  resolution 
of  Congress  above  recited. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  these  reserved  sections  now  belong  to  the  United  States,  and 
that  they  ought  to  be  surveyed  and  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  government. 

The  committee  are  not  aware  of  any  good  reason  why  these  reserved  sections  should   be  given  for 
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the  usL-  of  coniinnii  schools  in  their  vicinity.  II"  they  should  be  granted  lor  that  purpose,  other  places 
would  have  an  equal  claim  on  the  bounty  of  the  government,  and  would  feel  neglected  if  their  requests  of 
a  similar  character  were  not  complied  with. 

As  it  is  entirely  within  the  power  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  have  these 
lands  .surveved  and  sold  without  any  new  enactment  on  the  subject,  the  committee  therefore  ask  to  be 
discharged  tVonj  the  furtiier  consideration  of  the  subject. 


21sT  Congress.']  No.   855.  [1st  Session. 

!u<;latin()  to  .settlk.ments  on  the  plhlio  lands. 

COM.\U'NK'.\TEn  TO  THE  ROUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  MAY  26,  1830. 

Treasury  Departme.n't,  May  25,  1830. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  requesting  the  Secretary  of 
1h(!  Treasury  to  communii'ate  to  the  House  "  copies  of  any  letters  or  communications  to,  or  papers  or 
documents  in,  the  Land  Office,  relating  to  settlements  on  the  public  lands,  tir  relating  to  the  proceedings 
thereon,  respecting  the  settlement  or  purchase  of  public  lands,  or  extracts  therefrom,  which,  in  his  opinion, 
may  with  propriety  lie  communicated;  also  a  copy  of  the  communication  of  the  Conmiissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  to  the  President  of  tlie  United  States,  dated  March  5,  1830,  relating  to  a  bill  then 
pending  before  the  Senate,"  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Oflice,  with  the  paper  requested. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  j'our  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  INGHAM,  Si'cretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Hon.  A.  Stevenson,  Speah'r  of  Ihf  Hmiite  of  Reprettentativea. 


Treasitiy  Department,  General  Land  Office,  May  25,  1830. 

Sir:  In   obedience  to  the  enclosed  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  this  date,  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit: 

"  Bi'ttolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House  copies  of 
any  letters  or  conmiunications  to,  or  papers  or  documents  in,  the  Land  Office,  relating  to  settlements  on 
the  public  lands,  or  relating  to  the  proceedings  of  the  settlers  thereon,  respecting  the  settlement  or 
purchase  of  the  public  lands,  or  extracts  therefrom,  which,  in  his  opinion,  may  with  pi'opriety  be  communi- 
cated; also  a  copy  of  the  communication  of  the  Commissioner  of  tiie  Gcuieral  Land  Office  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  dated  March  5,  1830,  relating  to  a  bill  then  pending  bel'ore  the  Senate,"  which  you 
have  referred  to  tiiis  office,  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  communicate  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  5th 
March  last  alluded  to,  together  with  copies  of  three  letters,  one  of  which  was  referred  from  the  War 
Department,  now  on  the  fih;'S  of  this  office,  having'  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the  settlers  on  certain 
public  lands  in  Alabama,  papers  marked  A,  B,  C,  and  D,  which  furnish  all  the  information  the  records  and 
files  of  tlie  office  afford  on  the  subject  of  the  resolution. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 

Hon.  Samuel  D.  Ingham,  Secretary  cf  the  Treasury. 


A. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  tlie  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
subject  of  the  bill  "to  grant  p)re-empition  rights  to  settlers  on  the  public  lands,"  dated  March  5,  1830. 

I  now  submit,  in  compliance  with  your  request,  those  observations  in  relation  to  a  bill  passed  by  the 
Senate  and  now  pending  in  the  House  of  Representatives  "  to  grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on  the 
public  lands"  which  were  heretofore  verbally  communicated  to  you. 

The  1st  section  of  this  act  grants  to  every  occupant  of  the  public  lands  now  in  possession,  and  who 
cultivated  any  part  of  it  in  1829,  any  number  of  acres,  not  more  than  320,  to  be  taken  by  legal  subdivis- 
ions.    An  amendment  proposed  in  the  House  of  Representatives  reduces  the  quantity  to  IGO  acres. 

The  3d  section  of  the  bill  declares  that  the  act  shall  remain  in  force  for  one  year  from  and  after  its 
passage.  A  substitute  for  this  section  has  been  proposed  iu  the  House  of  Representatives,  which  does 
away  all  limitations  as  to  the  continuance  of  the  act,  and  provides  only  for  the  mode  in  which  the  settle- 
ment and  improvement  shall  be  proved.  These  provisions  of  the  act  extend  to  all  the  public  lands,  as 
well  those  which  have  not  been  proclaimed  for  sale  as  those  wdiich  have,  and  are  now  subject  to  entry  at 
the  minimum  price.  With  respect  to  the  first  description  of  lands,  the  eff'ect  of  the  act  will  be  to  prevent 
the  Executive  fr(jm  proclaiming  for  sale,  during  the  continuance  of  the  act,  any  of  the  public  lands.  There 
benig  no  limitation  as  to  the  time  when  the  lauds  t(j  which  the  right  of  pre-emption  may  accrue  shall  be 
paid  lor,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  Congress  intend  that  payment  may  be  made  at  any  time  within  the 
period  for  which  the  law  may  be  in  force:  and  again,  as  the  bill  authorizes  a  selection  of  the  laud  to  be 
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made  at  the  option  of  the  oecii|)ant  in  four  lcjj,-al  sulnlivisions,  as  passo.l  liy  tlio  Pcnatc,  ami  in  two  of  such 
subdivisions  as  proposed  1i_y  tho  anjondnifnt  in  tiie  HdUm',  it  rrsiiilsthat  the  (H-cujianl,  takini;-  liis  iiiipiu\c- 
nient  as  a  centre,  would  liave  the  privileg'c  ol'  niakinj;'  his  selections,  in  the  lirsl  insiance,  IV<jni  4',t  of  such 
legal  subdivisions,  ecjual  to  3,020  acres;  and  in  the  second  insiance,  lioni  iiinc  of  such  legal  subdivisions, 
equal  to  720  acres.  The  practical  difliculty,  therefore,  of  briuffing  those  lands  into  market  until  the 
pre-emption  rights  shall  have  been  adjusted,  would  be  such  as  to  deter  the  Executive  from  the  attempt, 
independent  of  that  respect  which  would  be  duo  to  the  presumed  intentions  ol'  the  legislature.  Tn  fact, 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  )iroclaimed  previous  to  the  introduction  of  this  liill,  has  been  jiostjioned  in 
couseijuence  of  its  passage  by  the  Senate. 

With  respect  to  the  second  descripliun  nf  lands,  vi/,  :  those  which  have  been  (.Ifered  at  public  sale, 
and  are  now  subject  to  entrj'  at  the  mininniui  price,  the  settlers  on  wliicli  are  very  numerous,  the  ell'ect  of 
the  provisions  of  the  bill,  if  it  become  a  law,  will  necessarily  lie  to  )u-oduce  einbarrassineut.  ami  pn'\eiit 
to  a  great  extent  the  purchase  of  the  public  lamls  at  private  entry  liy  thusc  emigrants  whn  aic  alile  and 
would  bo  willing  to  buy  ;  because,  as  the  right  ot  selection  in  eacli  occupant,  in  l;^2i),  Wduld  t'xtind  In  a 
tract  embracing  720,  or,  perhaps,  3,920  acres,  lying'  in  every  direction  around  liis  iinprovenjeiit,  it  would  be 
unsafe  for  a  purchaser  to  enter  any  portion  of  this  land  until  the  occupant  had  entered  and  paid  fur  his  [ire- 
emption.  Agreeably  to  the  3d  section  of  tlie  bill,  as  proposed  to  be  amended  in  the  House,  this  period  for 
payment  is  nulimiled  ;  by  the  bill  as  passed  in  the  Semite,  it  is  necessarily  limited  to  twilve  mnnths  after 
the  passage  tif  the  act.  It  is,  however,  probable  that  but  few  of  the  picscnt  (M'cu|)ants  nf  this  di'srriptiun 
of  lauds  will  make  payment  underthe  act  within  the  period  last  referred  tn.  So  far  as  these  iM'cu|i:inls  have 
the  means  of  purchasing,  they  ctin  now  enter  the  land  (jccupied  at  the  minimum  price  ;  tn  the  wealthy 
occupant  it  is  presumed  CVmgrcss  have  no  desire  to  extend  gratuitous  favors.  If  the  ponrer  nccupanls 
have  not  the  present  means  of  (laying  for  80  acres  of  land,  it  is  not  to  lie  expected  that  in  twelve  months 
they  would,  generally,  have  the  means  of  paying  for  one  hundnxl  and  ai.iii/  or  three  huinlred  and  livnly 
acres,  as  the  case  may  be  ;  but,  encouraged  by  the  provisions  of  the  proposed  act,  they  will  aspire  to  the 
purchase,  ultimately,  of  the  maximum  quantity  allowed  by  the  law,  and  being  unable  to  make  payment 
within  the  time  limited,  will  petition  lor  a  fin-ther  indtdgence  as  to  time,  and  will  consider  themselves  as 
debtors  to  the  government  for  the  amount  of  the  purchase  mt.mey  o{  the  maximum  quantity  of  land  to 
which  the  pre-emption  right  may  extend  ;  thus  the  credit  system,  which  has  been  abolished  with  the 
general  consent  of  the  nation,  (and  a  debt  incurreil  by  individuals  of  sixteen  or  seventeen  millions  i\\' 
dollars  has  been  liquidated  by  allnwances  for  di.scnunts  and  the  relin(iuishineut  of  a  portion  of  the  lands 
purchased,)  will   again  be  revived,  and  under  more  unfavorable  circumstances  than  it  originally  existed. 

The  real  effects  of  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  if  matured  into  a  law,  will  probably  extend  very  nnich 
beyond  its  present  limitations. 

The  emigrant  to  the  States  and  Territories  in  which  the  public  lands  lie,  possessing  the  disposition 
and  the  means  to  purchase,  but  embarrassed  in  his  selectitm  by  the  privileges  granted  to  those  persons 
claiming  pre-emptions  by  mere  ri.ghts  of  occupancy  in  \>^i\)  ;  and  perceiving'  no  possilde  reason  wliy  the 
individual  who  took  possession  of  the  ptiblic  lands  in  1S29,  should  have  a  better  claim  on  the  indulgence 
of  the  government  than  he  who  should  settle  on  the  public  lands  in  1830,  will  of  course  defer  his  purchase, 
settle  down  on  the  public  lands,  and  petition  Congress  for  all  those  rights,  privileges,  and  indulgences, 
which  had  or  might  be  extended  to  the  settler  on  the  public  lands  in  1829.  It  does  not  require  the  spirit 
of  prophecy  to  foretell  that  a  system  for  the  disposition  of  the  public  domi\in,  founded  on  the  iu-inci]i!es 
emliraced  in  the  bill  above  referred  to,  would  in  a  short  period  arrest  the  regular  sale,.<  of  the  public  lands, 
and  throw  those  lands  into  the  hands  of  the  occupants  who  would  pay  for  them  only  when  covenient,  if 
at  all. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

GEORGE  GEAHA.M. 


B. 

St.\te  ok  Alabama,  Ajjril  14,  1830. 

Sir:  1  take  the  liberty  to  infirm  you  of  an  outrage  that  is  perpetrated  in  this  county  against  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  and  the  peaceable  and  good  citizens  thereof  There  are  five  valuable  tnwnships 
of  public  land  in  this  (the  Cahaba)  district  that  "are  now  ofl'ered  for  sale  by  the  President's  in-oclamation 
on  the  fourth  Monday  in  May.  This  land  is  thickly  populated  by  farmers,  as  wealthy,  in  the  general,  as 
any  part  of  South  Alabama.  The  citizens  occupying  this  land,  together  with  a  few  others,  have  held  a 
meeting  or  convention,  and  entered  into  written  and  solemn  resolutions  to  prevent  all,  and  (/very  person 
whatsoever,  from  viewing  or  exploring  the  land  previous  to  the  day  of  sale.  They  have  [jledged  them- 
selves to  do  this  by  force  of  arms.  They  have  further  resolved,  for  one  individual  in  each  township  to 
bid  off  the  whole  of  the  land  that  they  or  any  of  their  body  may  wish  to  buy.  and  the  balance  of  their 
company  to  be  armed  with  their  rifles  and  muskets  before  the  land  otlice  door,  and  shoot  instantly  any 
mau  that  may  bid  for  any  land  that  they  want. 

In  pursuance  of  these  resolutions,  a  numljcr  nf  men  who  wish  to  Imy  farms  of  this  land  have  been 
met  by  companies  of  armed  men  and  driven  from  the  townships.  They  have  surrounded  a  house  (where 
three  men  had  put  up)  at  the  hour  of  twelve  at  night,  and  compelled  the  landlord  to  drive  them  off. 

In  consequence  of  the  large  body  that  is  unUed,  and  their  determined  violence,  tliey  have,  and  will 
keep  every  individual  from  examining  or  buyin,g  the  laud,  and,  uidess  the  ]iulilic  authority  interpose,  a 
man  will  not,  unless  he  joins  thcir'mob,  be  safe  in  entering  any  land  after  the  sale.  They  have  resolved, 
that  inasmuch  as  Cong-ress  has  refused  to  give  them  pre-eniption  rights  at  the  minimum  price,  to  obtain 
those  rights  by  the  force  of  arms.  As  public  sentiment  in  Alabama  is  so  strong  in  favor  of  pre-emption 
rights,  I  do  not  believe  that  this  proceeding  will  be  noticed  Ijy  public  authority,  inasiuuch  as  it  is  to  the 
interest  of  the  State  for  the  land  to  sell  at  a  low  price. 

These  five  townships  constitute  what  is  known  in  Alabama  by  the  Big  Cane  Brake;  it  is  the  best 
body  of  land  by  far  iu  South  Alabaiua,  and  would  sell  in  a  fair  market  at  from  $5  to  $10  per  acre. 

I  make  this  statement  to  you,  sir,  and  if  yon  conceive  the  matter  to  be  an  object  that  should  be 
noticed  by  you  or  the  government,  it  can  and  wdl  be  vouched  f.u-  by  hundreds  of  individuals  of  as  good 
standing  as  any  in  Alabama. 

Your  humble  and  most  obedient  servant, 

JABEZ  CURRY. 

Hon.  John-  H.  Eatok,  Secrelciry  nf  War. 
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C. 

Alabama,  Ajjril  22,  1830. 

Sir:  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  inform  you,  and  through  you  the  President,  if  you  may  deem  it  necessary,  of 
a  transaction  that  has  taken  place  on  the  public  land,  in  the  Cahaba  district,  that  is  now  advertised  for 
sale  Tiie  five  townships  that  are  advertised  to  be  sold  at  Cahaba  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  May  constitute 
a  body  of  as  rich  and  as  valuable  land  as  any  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State.  This  land  is  mostly  all 
occupied,  and  by  men,  in  the  general,  as  wealthy  as  in  the  adjoining-  townships.  These  men,  or  a  large 
maiority'of  them,  have  held  meetings,  and  entered  into  written  resolutions,  the  object  of  which  is  to  obtain 
the  land  at  the  minimum  price  by  putting  down  competition  by  the  force  of  arms.  They  have  resolved  to 
prohibit  every  person,  except  the  present  occupants,  from  viewing  the  land  or  taking  the  numbers;  they 
have  elected  "a  man  in  each  township  to  bid  oil' the  land,  and  the  rest  are  pledged  to  be  at  the  register's 
office  at  the  sale  armed,  and  shoot  any  man  that  may  bid  against  them. 

They  have  raised  a  fund,  by  subscription,  to  defray  any  expenses  that  they  may  incur  in  thus  violating 
the  law."  They  set  forth  that  the  government  has  refused  to  answer  their  prayers  by  giving  them  pre- 
emption rights,  and  that  they  are  now  determined  to  have  the  land  at  $1  2.5  per  acre,  or  sacrifice  their 
lives.  Under  these  resolutions  they  have,  by  the  force  of  arms,  driven  every  man  off  from  the  land  that 
had  attempted  to  examine  it;  a  number  of  men  who  wish  to  obta'n  settlements  in  these  townships  are 
kept  from  getting  the  numbers  of  the  land  by  their  threats.  Three  men  who  had  gone  on  the  land  in  the 
morning,  and  examined  it  during  the  day,  put  up  at  a  private  house  at  night;  about  midnight  a  company 
of  thirty  or  more  armed  men  surrounded  the  house  for  the  purpose  of  taking  their  numbers  from  them,  and 
drivin"-  them  off  from  the  jmblic  land;  the  landlord  did  or  could  not  protect  them;  they  were  compelled, 
at  that  hour  of  the  night,  to  leave  the  place,  or  have  their  lives  taken. 

The  general  opinion  is,  sir,  that  these  men  will  murder  any  man  or  set  of  men  who  bid  for  this  land 
against  their  body. 

I  have  ridden  through  this  body  of  land  in  two  directions,  and  from  what  I  have  seen,  and  its  general 
character,  I  believe  it  would  sell  in  a  fair  market  at  from  four  to  seven  dollars  per  acre  generally. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  HARPER. 

Hon.  George  Graham. 


D. 

State  of  Alabama,  April  9,  1830. 

Sir:  I  take  the  liberty  to  inform  you  of  a  transaction  that  has  taken  place  on  the  five  townships  of 
land  in  the  Cahaba  district  that  is  advertised  for  sale  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  Maj'.  These  townships 
are  densely  populated,  and  by  farmers,  in  the  general,  as  wealthy  as  any  section  in  South  Alabama.  They 
have  held  "a  meeting  or  convention,  and  entered  into  written  and  solemn  resolutions  to  prevent,  by  the 
force  of  arms,  every  person  from  viewing  or  examining  the  land  that  they  or  any  of  their  body  may  wish 
to  buy.  They  have  nominated  an  individual  in  each  township  to  bid  ofl'  the  whole  of  the  land.  At  the 
same  time  the  rest  of  their  body  are  to  be  armed,  and  shoot  any  man  that  may  bid  or  attempt  to  bid  for 
any  land  they  may  wish  to  buy.  In  pursuance  of  these  resolutions,  a  number  of  individuals,  myself  among 
the  number,  who  wish  to  buy  farms  in  these  townships,  have  been,  by  the  force  of  arms,  driven  off  from 
examining  the  land.  The  state  of  excitement  now  is  such  that  any  man  who  would  attempt  to  follow  the 
section  lines  would  be  immediately  shot.  More  than  a  hundred  men  are  combined  in  this  company. 
Unless  some  means  are  taken  to  restrain  these  men  they  will  effect  their  object.  As  the  State  authorities 
are  so  clamorous  about  settlers'  claims,  I  doubt  whether  they  will  interfere.  These  statements  can  be 
vouched  for  by  hundreds  of  individuals. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JABEZ  CURRY. 

Hon.  George  Graham. 


21st  Congress.]  No.   856.  [1st  Session. 

ON    SALE    OP   CERTAIN    TOWN    AND   VILLAGE    LOTS   IN   MISSOURI. 

commu.vic.vted  to  the  house  of  representatives  may  21,  1830. 

Mr.  Pettis,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  trus- 
tees of  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  reported: 

It  appears  from  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  13th  June,  1812,  entitled  "  An  act  making  further  provi- 
sions for  settling  the  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,"  it  was  provided  that  "  all  town  or 
village  lots,  out  lots,  or  common  field  lots,  not  rightfully  owned  or  claimed  by  some  individuals,  or  held 
as  commons  of  certain  villages,  should  be  reserved  for  the  support  of  schools  in  said  towns  or  villages 
respectively."  It  appears  also,  from  the  petition  of  the  trustees  of  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  that  there  are 
various  lots  of  ground  in  said  city  coming  within  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress;  and  that  the  said 
trustees  are,  by  a  law  of  the  late  Territory  of  Missouri,  intrusted  with  the  management  of  said  lots  for 
the  support  of  schools.  The  said  trustees  represent  that  these  lots  of  land  are  wholly  unavailable,  because 
no  authority  exists  for  making  sales  of  said  lots.  They  ask  that  this  power  may  be  conferred  by  act  of 
Congress. 
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Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  a  sale  should  be  autiiori/.eil,  because  unimpvovcfl  lots  cannot 
readily  be  leased;  but  they  are  of  opinion  tliat  the  title  should  be  vested  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  for  the 
purposes  of  the  grant.  The}-  think  tiiis  the  f>roi)er  course,  inasmuch  as  the  city  of  St.  liouis  has  been 
rcgnilarly  incorporated,  and  to  grant  the  title  to  the  trustees  might  jn'oduce  some  difficulties  witli  tlic  <Mty 
authorities.  They  therefore  report  a  bill  transferring  the  legal  title  in  those  lots  to  the  State  to  be  snld 
and  managed  in  such  mode  as  the  laws  of  the  State  may  direct. 
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ON    C  L  A  1  M    T  0    LAND    IN    .MISSOURI. 

CO.M-MUNICATED    TO    THE    UOVSE    OF    RErRESENTATIVES    JHY    2T,    1S30. 

Mr.  I'ettis,  from  the  Committee  on  Private   Land  Claims,  to  whom    was   referred  the  petition  of  Obediah 

Dickerson,  and  other  citizens  of  Missouri,  reported: 

The  petitioner  asks  to  be  confirmed  in  his  title  to  a  tract  of  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  surveyed 
and  located  bj'  virtue  of  a  New  ^Madrid  certificate. 

It  appears  that  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  February  17,  1815,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late  county  of  New  Madrid,  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  who  suffered  by 
earthquakes,"  the  recorder  of  land  titles,  an  officer  of  the  United  States  government,  granted  to  Rezin 
Bowrie  a  certificate  for  four  hundred  acres  of  land.  This  certificate  was  transferred  to  one  Charles  Lucas, 
the  land  bj-  him  located  and  surveyed,  and  afterwards  sold  to  the  said  Dickerson;  and  the  said  Dickerson 
has  caused  a  town  to  be  laid  otf  on  said  tract,  and  has  sold  out  a  great  niunber  of  lots,  which  have  been 
improved,  the  citizens  of  the  town  believing,  no  doubt,  that  the  title  was  good.  The  said  Dickerson,  it  is 
believed,  had  every  reason  to  suppose  that  the  title  was  good.  The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  refuses  to  issue  a  patent  for  said  tract  of  land  on  the  alleged  ground  that  the  said  Charles  Lucas 
had  received  patents  under  said  act  of  Congress  for  five  hundred  and  ten  acres,  and  issues  a  patent 
for  only  one  hundred  and  tliirty  acres.  The  committee  apprehend  that  there  is  a  mistake  on  the  part  of  the 
Commissioner,  and  that  unless  it  should  appear  that  Kezin  Bowrie,  or  those  claiming  under  him,  had  already 
received  the  quantity  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  that  a  patent  should  issue  on  this  certificate 
for  four  hundred  acres,  or  so  much  as  may  still  remain  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Rezin  Bowrie  of  the 
quantity  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  to  which  the  said  Bowrie  was  entitled  under  the  said  recited  act 
of  Congress.  The  committee  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  under  said  act,  the  said  Bowrie,  who 
relinquished  his  lands  in  New  Madrid,  was  and  is  entitled  to  six  hundred  and  fortj'  acres  of  land,  and  that 
unless  it  appear  that  said  Bowrie,  or  those  claiming  under  him,  has  already  received  the  said  quantity  of 
six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  which  the  committee  understand  he  has  not,  the  patent  should  issue  for  this 
tract.  The  committee  consider  the  government  bound  by  the  act  of  its  own  officer,  unless  fraud  shouM 
exist,  or  unless  that  officer  exceeded  his  authority.  Neither  of  these  grounds  is  pretended.  They  think 
it  immaterial  whether  the  said  Lucas  has  or  has  not  received  patents  for  the  quantity  of  lands  meiftioned, 
unless  it  should  appear  that  he  claimed  for  those  patented  under  the  said  Bowrie.  They  therefore  report 
a  bill. 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  WHOLE  QUANTITY  OF  LAND    GRANTED   TO    THE  SEVERAL  STATES 

FOR  CERTAIN   OBJECTS. 

COMSirNIC.iTED    TO    THE    SENATE    MAY    31,    1830. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

I  submit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the   Treasury,  giving  the  information  called  for  by 
a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  March  3,  1829. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Washington,  May  29,  1830. 


Treasury  Dep.a.rtment,  lUay  28,  1830. 

Sir  :  In  the  fulfilment  of  your  directions,  under  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  3d  of  March,  1829, 
requesting  "the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  session  of  Congress  a  detailed  statement  of  the  whole  quantitj'  of  the  public  lands 
appropriated  by  Congress  to  the  several  States,  with  the  objects  of  such  appropriations;  and  also  a 
detailed  statement  of  the  amount  of  disbursements  made  by  the  United  States  within  the  several  States; 
and  also  the  amount  of  exports  (as  nearly  as  the  same  can  be  ascertained)  from  the  commencement  of 
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thf  p,-ovcniineiit  to  tlie  year  1828,"  I  h.'ivc  llio  lionni-  to  submit  the  accompanying  report  and  statements, 
marked  A,  B,  and  C;*  the  former  prepared  by  tiie  Commissioner  of  the  General  Lund  Office,  the  others  by 
the  Register  of  the  Treasury. 

The  cause  which  has  prevented  an  earlier  report  on  this  subject  is  .stated  in  the  letter  of  the  Register. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  the  highest  i-espect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  ]-).  INGHAM,  Secretary  of  the  Treaxury. 
Tiie  Presiiient  of  Ihe  United  States. 


A. 


Statement  of  the  lands  appropriated  by  Congress  for  specific  objects  wUhin  the  several  States,  and  showing  the 
proceeds  of  the  three  per  cent,  fund  ;  made  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  jMSsed  March  3,  1829. 
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Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Ohio 

23.680.00 

23,  040.  00 

121.629.68 

69,120 
50,240 
46,080 

677,465.16 
475,667.  13 
819,923.96 

1.006,137. 
355,200. 
480,000. 

45 
00 
00 

1,776,402.61 

906,707.  13 

1,470,193.64 

$324, 183  67 

Indiana  .           . 

2,560.00 
2,560.00 

115,067  48 

Illinois 

21,273  56 

2   44')   S6 

46  080.  00 

46,080 

1,  086,  639.  41 

1,  181,  249.  27 

27, 943  85 

Mississippi 

Alaliama 

1   280  00 

46,080 

394,  123.72 

441,483.72 

30, 291  38 

1,620.00 

23.040.00 

46,560 

680,059.99 

400,000 

00 

1,151,279.99 

75,872  44 

46,080 

873,981.  00 

920,001.66 

tl6,284  29 

Aggregates.. 

10,469.86 

237,469.68 

350,240 

5,007,801.03 

2,241,337 

45 

7,847,378.02 

610,916  67 

Aggregate  of  the  approjiriations  to  the  several  States,  as  above  stated 

Donation  of  one  township  of  land  to  the  Kentucky  asylum  for  teaching  the  deaf  and  dumb 

Donation  of  one  township  of  land  to  the  Connecticut  a.sylum  for  the  same  object 

By  the  act  of  Congress  of  April  18,  1800,  the  United  States  cede  to  the  State  of  Tennessee 
all  the  lands  north  and  east  of  a  line  "  beginning  at  the  place  where  the  eastern  or 
main  branch  of  Elk  river  shall  intersect  the  southern  boundary  line  of  the  State  of 
Tennesse(^;  from  thence  running  due  north  until  said  line  shall  intersect  the  northern 
fir  main  branch  of  Duck  river;  thence  down  the  waters  of  Duck  river  to  the  military 
boundary  line,  as  established  by  the  Itli  section  of  an  act  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  continental 
line,  and  for  other  purposes,'  (passed  in  the  year  1783;)  thence  with  the  military 
boundary  line  west,  to  the  place  where  it  intersects  the  Tennessee  river;  thence  down 
the  waters  of  the  river  Tennessee,  to  the  place  where  the  same  intersects  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  State  of  Tennessee;"  appropriating,  within  the  limits  of  the  cession, 
100,000  acres  for  two  colleges,  one  in  East  and  one  in  West  Tennessee;  and  100,000 
acres  for  the  use  of  academies,  one  in  each  county,  to  be  established  by  the  legisla- 
ture of  the  State;  and  also  G40  acres  to  ever^y  six  miles  square  in  tiie  territory  thereby 
ceded,  where  existing  claims  will  allow  the  same  for  the  use  of  sciiools  (This  office 
possesses  no  means  of  estimating  the  unappropriated  lands  thus  granted.)  , 

G  rand  total 


Acres. 
7,847,378.02 
23,040.00 
23,040.00 


200,000.00 


8,093,458.02 


Treasury  Department,  General  Land  Office,  December,  1829. 


GEO    GRAHAM,  Commissioyier. 


^For  statements  U  and  C  see  "Finances"  and  "Commerce  and  Navigation." 

■j-  Amount  of  five  per  centum  reserved  to  Louisiana  for  making  public  roads  and  levees. 
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OPERATIONS    OF   THE    LAND    SYSTEM   AND    THE    NIMLEi;    (iK    MILITAK'Y    liOIXTY    LAND 
WAKRANTS  ISSUED  DI'IUNC   Till',   LASI'  YllAL. 

COMMUNICATKD    TO    CilNllRESS    IIV    TIIK    I'RESinENT    OV    THErNITET)    SPATES  DEcE.MHKR    T,     ISIJO. 

Treasit.y   Dei'aktsiem',  Orcriiihrr  :!.  ls:;o. 

Sir:   I  liavi'  the  liniinr   to  liiv  lu'l'mi'  ydii  a  rciMiit.  in  iluiilicatc,  IVmn  llir  ("niiiiiiissinuci-  lA'  llic  (hmicihI 
I,aiia  Office. 

I  have  the  liiiinri-  In  rrinniii,  with  f^'rcat  rc.'S|ici't,  yoiir  nlinliciil  siMvaul, 


Tho  PREsiriKNT  <i/'  tin:  i'liila!  Slal(:<. 


S.   D.   I\(;1IA.\L  Srrn'lari/  of  /h-  Trra^uvij. 


(Jenekai.   Land  Ovvmv.,  Ki<ri-inhir  'M,  Is30. 

Sir:  I  liavo  the  iiniiiir  to  siilimit  t<i  your  exaniiiiatinn,  and  lor  tin'  cunsidcr.ition  of  the  .i;-ovcrnincnt, 
the  followin.i;'  report  oF  the  operatinns  nf  tliis  office  ilniini;-  (lie  last  year.  The  pi^riixls  to  which  tlu,' 
quarterly  accounts  nf  the  seviMal  reeeiveis  ut'  [lublic  moneys  have  liccn  i<'turne(l  and  adjusted,  with  tlu! 
balances  remaining'  in  the  hands  nt\a(di  at  the  respective  dates  nf  their  last  monthly  returns,  will  appear 
from  the  statement  hereunto  annexed,  marked  A.  The  accompanying-  document,  marked  B,  exhibits  tiio 
quantity  of  land  sold  ;  the  amount  of  ]jurchase  money  received  under  the  cash  and  credit  svstems, 
respectively;  the  aggreg-atc  of  recci|)ts,  and  the  amount  in  forfeited  land  stock,  together  with  the  amount 
of  cash  paid  into  the  treasury-  by  the  receivers,  after  deducting  the  incidental  ex|.)enses  during  the  year 
18-29,  and  for  the  lii'st  two  (jnarters  of  the  year  1830.  A  schedule  of  forfeiteil  land  stock  issued  and 
received  at  the  several  land  offices  under  the  -provisions  of  the  acts  of  May  "23,  1828,  and  March  31,  1830, 
is  also  appended,  marked  0,  showing  the  amount  issued  and  received  at  each  office  in  the  years  1828, 
1829,  and  the  first  two  quarters  of  1830,  with  their  respective  totals. 

The  annexed  statement,  marked  D,  has  been  prepared  to  show  the  progri'ssivc  increase  of  sales  of 
public  lands  under  the  cash  system  from  its  commencement,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1820,  to  the  end  of  the 
year  1829.  It  exhibits  the  quantity  sold  at  the  several  land  offices  in  each  ,vear,  with  the  aggregate 
amount  at  each  office  during  that  period,  as  also  the  whole  amount  sold  in  each  year  in  the  several  States 
and  Territories,  together  with  the  total  amount  in  each  year,  tlie  total  amount  in  each  State  and  Territory, 
with  the  grand  total. 

The  surveys  of  the  public  lands  during  tin'  jiresent  yi'ar  have  not  advanced  to  the  extent  desired,  in 
consequence  of  no  appropriation  having  been  made  for  that  purp(jse  at  the  last  session  of  Congress.  At 
the  commencement  of  the  year  there  remained  on  hand  tho  sum  of  eighty-four  thousand  dollars  of  previous 
appropriations,  a  considerable  portion  of  which  was  required  to  meet  the  balances  due  for  survey-s  in  the 
year  1829.  To  meet  the  expenses  of  surveys  made  in  the  present  year,  and  those  which  will  be  required 
for  1831,  an  appropriation  of  one  hundred  and  titty  thousand  dollars  is  respectfully  recommended. 

While  the  surveys  of  all  those  lands  in  Indiana  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished  have 
been  completed,  witli  the  exception  of  about  forty  townships  situate  in  the  northeast  ang'le  of  the  State, 
which  will  soon  be  put  under  contract,  those  in  Michigan  have  pro.gressed  as  rapiilly  as  the  means  fur- 
nished by  the  government  would  admit.  All  south  of  Grand  river,  t(jgether  with  about  sixty  townships 
north  of  that  stream,  will  be  surveyed  in  the  course  of  the  next  spring,  embracing  that  section  of  country 
to  which  the  tide  of  emigration  has  recently  tended.  The  extin.guishment  of  the  Indian  title  to  the 
remainder  of  the  territory  north  of  Grand  river,  and  to  that  portion  of  Indiana  yet  in  possession  of  the 
Indians,  in  all  about  12,000,000  acres,  would  increase  Xho.  inducements  to  emigration  and  settlement,  and 
materially  advance  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  that  State  and  Territory. 

In  the  States  of  Illinois  and  Missouri,  and  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  surveys  have  been  made  to  an 
extent  equal  to  the  present  demand.  Those  in  Louisiana  have  hitherto  been  much  retarded  by  the  inter- 
ference of  numerous  private  claims  to  some  of  tlic  most  valuable  ))ortions  of  the  State  w-hich  must  be 
surveyed  in  connexion  with  the  public  lands.  Great  efibrts  have  been  made  to  overcome  these  embarrass- 
ments, and  it  is  expected  that  the  surveying-  department  will  direct  its  tirst  attention  to  those  sections  of 
the  country  where  the  demand  for  public  lands  is  the  greatest.  In  the  State  of  Mississippi  there  remain 
to  be  surveyed  about  400,000  acres  of  the  lands  ac(|uired  tjf  the  Choctaws  by  the  treaty  of  the  18th  of 
October,  1820,  and  forty-six  townshipis  soutli  nf  the  31st  deg-ree  of  north  latitude. 

The  surveys  in  Alabama  have  progressed  as  rapidly  as  the  public  interest  required,  while  those  of 
Florida  are  advancing-  from  the  Suwaimee  and  south  of  St.  Mary's  river  to  the  Atlantic,  and  will  progress 
southwardly  down  the  peninsula.  Public  considerations  seem  to  require  that  the  surveys  in  that  Terri- 
tory should  be  prosecuted  with  unremittin.g  energy,  that  its  resources  may  be  more  fully  developed  and 
the  public  lands  exposed  to  sale  and  opetied  to  private  entry. 

To  accommodate  the  purchasers  of  public  lands,  and  to  piromote  the  settlement  of  those  sections  of 
the  country  to  which  great  numbers  of  emi.grants  have  been  directed  by  that  adventurous  spirit  of  enter- 
prise peculiar  to  those  who  first  open  the  wilderness  and  form  the  frontier  settlements,  a  new  land  district 
is  required  in  Indiana  to  embrace  tlie  territory  included  in  the  following  limits,  to  wit:  commencing  at 
that  point  on  the  Tippecanoe  river  where  tlie  boundary  line  established  by  the  treaty  of  the  Wabash, 
October  16,  1826,  intersects  that  river;  thence,  with  said  boundary,  to  its  inter.sectiou  with  the  range 
line  dividing  ranges  seven  and  eight  east;  thence  north  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State;  thence 
west,  with  tho  line  of  that  northern  boundary,  to  the  northeast  corner  of  Illinois;  thence  south  to  a  point 
due  west  of  the  first  call;  and  thence  duo  east  to  the  place  <if  beginning;  and  that  the  land  office  therein 
be  located  at  some  eligible  and  convenient  point  by-  the  President.  A  moditication  of  the  districts  in 
Michigan  is  also  required  by  the  same  policy-,  so  as  to  f<jrra  the  Territory  into  two  districts,  eastern  and 
western,  by  the  principal  meridian;  the  land  office  of  the  western  district  to  be  located  by  the  President 
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on  Pigeon  prairie,  or  at  some  other  more  eligible  point  on  the  Saint  Joseph's  of  Lake  Michigan.  That 
tract  of  country'  acquired  under  the  treaty  with  the  Pottawatomies  concluded  on  the  20th  of  September, 
1828,  called  the  Elkheart  country,  having  been  surve^'cd,  has  not  yet  been  attached  to  any  land  district, 
and  cannot  therefore  be  brought  into  market.  If  no  new  land  district  should  be  organized  in  Indiana,  as 
above  proposed,  it  is  respectfully  reconnncnded  that  the  Elkheart  country  situate  in  tliat  State  be  annexed 
to  the  district  of  Fort  AVayne. 

It  is  also  recommended,  on  jiublic  considerations  equally  important,  that  so  much  of  the  State  of 
Illinois  as  lies  between  the  Illinois  and  Mississippi  rivers,  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  base  line,  on  the 
north  by  the  northern  boundary  of  that  State,  and  on  the  extreme  east  by  the  third  principal  meridian, 
be  fcjrm'ed  into  a  separate  land  district,  the  office  of  which  to  be  located  where  it  will  best  accommodate 
purchasers  and  others,  by  the  President;  and  that  another  district  be  also  formed  in  that  State,  on  the 
north  of  the  dividing  line  between  townships  tv;enty-one  and  twenty-two,  nortii  of  the  base  line,  and  east 
of  the  third  prineiiial  meridian,  including  all  that  part  of  the  State  to  its  northern  boundary;  the  office 
for  wliich  to  be  located  by  the  President,  where  the  public  interest  and  the  convenience  of  purcliasers 
may  require.  An  annual  increase  of  the  sale  of  public  lands  of  sixteen  thousand  acres,  at  the  interest  of 
six" per  cent.,  will  defray  the  expenses  of  a  new  office;  and  it  is  believed  that  the  three  additional  offices 
heroin  proposed  will  add  to  the  yearl\'  sales  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  acres,  and  probably  more 
than  double  that  quantity.  When  settlers  arc  compelled  to  travel  more  than  one  hundred  miles  to  enter 
lands,  they  will  appeal  to  Congress  for  pre-eniption  rights  rather  than  incur  the  fatigue  and  expense  of 
a  journey  to  that  extent  through  a  trackless  wilderness. 

The  most  valuable  of  these  lands,  appropriated  in  Ohio  to  satisfy  warrants  issued  by  the  United 
States  for  services  during  the  revolutionary  war,  have  long  since  been  located,  leaving  about  thirty 
thousand  acres  of  very  inferior  quality — an  amount  greatly  inadequate  to  satisfy  the  outstanding  warrants. 
The  act  nf  the  30th  May  last,  authorizing  scrip  to  issue  in  satisfaction  of  such  unlocated  warrants,  super- 
sedes the  necessity  of  any  longer  li(.ilding  those  lands  in  reserve  for  such  purpose,  as  very  few,  if  any, 
warrants  will  hereafter  be  located  in  that  district.  Complaints  have  often  been  made  to  this  office,  by 
those  who  hold  lands  there  under  patent,  that  their  own  lands  have  been  greatly  lessened  in  value  in 
consequence  of  vast  quantities  of  timber  having-  been  cut  and  removed  from  those  vacant  and  unlocated. 
This  evil  will  proliably  continue  to  exist  so  long  as  these  lands  remain  subject  to  location  under  military 
warrants.  It  is,  therefore,  respectfully  submitted  that  the  time  has  now  arrived  when  the  government 
can,  with  propriet}^,  close  all  locations  in  that  district,  without  any  injury  to  those  for  whose  benefit  it 
was  originally  reserved,  and  subject  the  vacant  lands  therein  to  sale  and  private  entry. 

The  execution  of  the  act  of  the  29th  May,  1830,  granting  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on  the  public 
lands,  has  been  attended  with  considerable  difficulty,  and  some  embarrassment  to  this  office  and  at  the 
several  land  offices.  As  the  registers  could  not  officially  know  who  would  claim  the  privilege  granted  by 
the  law  until  it  was  asserted  with  the  requisite  proofs,  there  was  no  alternative  between  a  suspension  of 
the  ordinary  private  entries  and  sales  during  the  period  limited  for  the  operation  of  that  act,  and  per- 
mitting the  sales  to  progress,  at  the  risk  of  interfering  with  the  rights  of  the  occupant.  As  the  law  did 
not  contemplate  a  suspension  of  the  public  sales,  it  was  believed  not  to  be  intended  so  to  operate  as  to 
prevent  private  entries;  and  instructions  were  accordingly  given  to  continue  the  latter,  under  such  pre- 
cautionary regulations  as  were  calculated  to  prevent  any  improper  interference  with  the  rights  of  pre- 
emption. The  expediency  of  granting  such  privileges  may  well  be  questioned,  when  it  leads  to  a  course 
of  speculations  founded  exclusively  upon  the  gracious  liberality  of  the  government,  inconsistent  with  the 
public  interest.  In  numerous  cases,  the  occupants  dispose  of  the  advantages  thus  acquired  by  law  to 
less  fortunate  individuals,  at  a  profitable  advance,  with  a  view  of  making  a  settlement  elsewhere,  in 
anticipation  of  another  similar  speculation  at  a  future  day.  It  is,  therefore,  respectfully  suggested,  as 
the  better  policy,  to  progress  with  the  public  surveys,  in  all  the  States  and  organized  Tei'ritories  in  which 
the  unsurveyed  public  domain  is  situated,  as  rapidly  as  can  be  done  with  propriety  and  accuracy,  and 
bring  the  lands  into  market  as  soon  as  convenience  will  permit;  leaving  intruders  and  trespassers  to  the 
local  tribunals  of  justice  for  such  relief  as  they  may  be  entitled  to  on  any  principle  of  legal  right  or 
equitable;  jurisdiction. 

In  submitting  this  annual  report,  I  deem  it  proper,  as  a  public  duty,  to  advise  the  government  of  the 
present  condition  of  the  office,  its  arrears  of  business,  the  embarrassments  under  which  it  labors,  aad  the 
improvements  and  provisions  which  are  considered  necessary  to  its  proper  and  efficient  organization,  and 
which  are  believed  to  be  indispensable  to  the  prompt  and  faithful  discharge  of  its  duties. 

In  the  year  1821  the  number  of  clerks  was  reduced  from  twenty-four  to  eighteen,  including  the 
dratightsman,  under  an  erroneous  impression  that  the  latter  number  was  suflicient  for  the  public  service. 
Since  that  time  the  liusiness  of  the  office  has  greatly  increased  and  accumulated,  until,  with  its  diminished 
assistance,  its  arrears  have  become  a  serious  impediment  to  the  facilities  of  its  operation,  and  of  con- 
siderable injurv,  by  delay,  to  the  private  interests  of  individuals.  The  numerous  legislative  enactments 
in  relation  to  the  imblic  lands,  and  to  private  claims  thereto,  since  tlie  j'ear  1820,  and  especially  the  several 
relief  laws  of  1821,  1822,  1823,  1824,  1826,  1828,  and  1830,  some  of  them  of  complicated  provisions,  have 
required  for  their  execution  an  increased  annual  amount  of  labor  in  this  office,  equal  to  that  of  any  pre- 
vious year  since  its  first  organization.  As  most  of  those  laws  were  limited  in  their  duration,  the  rights 
intended  tp  be  secured,  and  the  privileges  granted  by  them,  would  have  been  unavailing  to  the  parties 
interested,  without  an  immediate  attention  to  their  execution  and  administration.  To  enable  the  pur- 
chasers of  public  lands,  and  others,  therefore,  to  realize  the  benefits  contemplated  by  those  laws,  it  became 
necessary  for  this  office  to  neglect,  for  the  time,  much  of  its  ordinary  business,  to  discharge  the  more 
pressing  duties  which  were  thereby  imposed  upon  it.  A  land  debt  which,  on  the  passage  of  the  first  relief 
law,  in  March,  1821,  amounted  to  nearly  twenty-two  millions  of  dollars,  has  been  liquidated,  and  the 
heavy  emliarrassments  which  it  created  have  ceased  to  impede  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  those  sections 
of  the  country  where  it  originated.  To  accomplish  this  object,  so  desirable  and  important  to  the  western 
and  srinthwestern  States  and  Territories,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  regular  current  business  of  the 
office  was  superseded,  and,  from  necessity,  has  been  suffered  to  accumulate,  undisposed  of,  to  the  present 
time.  Tiiese  arrears  may  be  classed  under  the  respective  heads  of  prirate  land  claims,  military  bounty 
lanih,  and  public  lands. 

1.    I'RIVATK  LAXn  CLAIMS. 

There  ^re  at  this  time  more  than  five  hundred  private  land  claims,  the  papers  and  documents  of  which 
have  ncjt  been  collated  and  prepared  for  decisiim;  and  which,  even  if  tiiey  should  all  be  found  admissible, 
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will  require  tlic  labor  nf  fifteen  months  of  the  present  foree  nf  the  ullire  :issii;-|ie(l  Inr  tliat  service  to 
examine  with  that  tidelit_v  anil  impartiality  which  the  circiinistanccs  u\'  each  <Mse  may  merit,  and  to  wiite 
and  record  the  jiatents  for  the  same.  This  nnmher,  il  is  e.xpeeted,  will  increase  as  the  |)ulilic  surveys 
progress.  More  than  fifteen  thousand  cif  these  claims,  which  have  been  confirmed,  have  net  vel  licen 
presented  for  patents;  and  of  tiiis  number,  from  three  thousand  to  four  thousand  may  be  ex]iected  tu  cunie 
in  in  the  ccuirse  of  the  ensuiiisj  year. — (See  doennuMit  marked  E,  hereto  aniu'XcMl.'i  The  t.ital  numlier 
reported  t^.)  this  office  (\xceeds  twenty-eig'ht  thousand.  'I'he  indexinj;'  lA'  the  names  ef  uriijiiKil  claiinnnh 
being'  wholly  in  arrears,  together  with  tlio  names  nf  about  fifteen  thousand  prrsotl  i-laijnanfs,  the  lal)or 
necessary  to  perform  this  duty  will  occupy  the  time  of  a  eoiupeteiit  person,  acquainted  with  the  subject, 
nearlj'  three  years.  For  a  more  iletailed  view  of  these  arrears,  reference  is  made  tn  the  annexi-d  scheclule, 
marked  F 

Many  of  the  original  reports  of  the  Commissioners  eoidirnung  private  land  claims  are  much  worn  and 
injured  by  daily  reference  and  use,  and  it  will  soon  be  necessary  to  liave  them  accurately  transcribe<l,  to 
preserve  the  original  documents  of  so  much  inqiortance  to  the  security  of  land  titles,  and  to  lu'event  a 
recourse  to  them  on  ordinary  occasions.  The  time  whicli  would  be  necessarily  employed  by  one  jierson  in 
transcribing  these  re|iiii-ts  wnuld  lie  abmit  four  years. 

2.    MII.IT.UIY  HorXTV  i.Axns. 

More  than  four  hundred  cases  of  surveys  under  Virginia  military  warrants  are  n^w  on  file  in  the 
ofSce  to  be  examined  or  re-examined,  and  patented,  if  the  papers  slioulil  be  found  sufficient,  requiring  the 
labor  of  eighteen  months  of  all  the  force  lieretofore  detailed  for  such  service.  A  large  portion  of  these 
cases  were  suspended  under  the  provisions  of  the  law  of  May  20,  1820,  and  will  ju-obably  be  entitled  to 
patent  under  the  recent  act  of  April  23,  1830;  in  addition  to  which,  intbrmation  has  lately  been  received 
that  survev-s  under  such  warrants,  at  this  time  remaining  of  record  in  the  surveyor's  olfice  at  ('hilicnthe, 
which  will  soon  be  presented  for  patent,  exceed  one  thousand.  The  labor  <if  examination,  and  of  writing 
and  recording  the  patents  in  such  cases,  has  greatly  increased  within  a  few  j-ears  by  reason  of  the  frac- 
tions of  warrants  on  which  the  surveys  are  founded,  the  numerous  calls  and  courses  and  distances  recited 
in  the  surveys,  and  the  consequent  tedious  investigation  of  titkv  Many  of  the  patents  occujiy  a  close 
written  sheet  of  thirtj'  by  fifteen  inches,  and  si.imc  of  them  both  sides  of  the  same. 

The  old  war  ollice  registry  of  warrants  and  surveys  patented,  a  book  which  was  transferred  to  this 
office  in  the  year  1812,  has  been  in  constant  use  between  thirty  and  fortj'  years,  and  is  now  so  much  worn 
and  defaced  as  to  render  a  renewal  necessary  as  soon  as  practicable;  which,  from  the  labor  of  examining 
papers  on  file,  would  occupy  the  time  of  one  person,  with  the  aid  of  such  information  as  can  be  supplied 
from  the  principal  survej'or  at  Chilicothe,  nearly  two  years. 

This  (jffice  has  no  alphabetical  index  of  the  names  of  persons  to  whom  land  warrants  have  been  issued 
b}'  the  United  States  for  revolutionary  services,  and  patents  granted  therefor.  A  suitable  book  was 
provided  for  that  purpose  many  years  ago,  but  the  work  has  not  been  executed  for  want  i;if  sufficient  aid. 
The  information  which  such  an  index  would  readily  afl'ord  is  now  obtained  by  an  examination  biith  tedious 
and  laborious,  and  not  unfrequently  requiring  three  or  four  hours  in  particular  cases.  An  industrious, 
competent  person  would  make  it  out  in  eight  months.  A  general  index  of  the  names  of  warrantees  of 
bounty  lands  for  services  during  the  late  war  is  now  necessarj-,  and  will  soon  become  indispensable.  Six 
months'  time  for  one  person  will  be  required  to  perform  that  service. 

3.  iTBLic  i,.\xns. 

The  arrears  under  this  head  have  accumulated  to  such  an  extent  as  to  become  a  source  of  great  public 
inconvenience,  and  occasion  such  delav's  as  in  many  instances  to  produce  private  injury.  The  arrears  of 
patents  to  be  issued  at  this  time  exceed  twenty->'ix  thousand,  and  the  number  is  constantly  increasing,  as 
the  monthly  returns  of  certificates  of  purchase  and  the  receivers'  receipts  exceed  the  aliility  of  the  otHce, 
with  the  usual  force  detailed  for  that  duty,  to  supply  with  patents.  At  a  moderate  estimate,  the  annual 
demand  for  patents  for  sales  of  the  public  lands  will  not  be  less  than  1.t,000,  while  not  more  than  10,000 
can  be  written,  recorded,  and  comjiared  with  the  documents  on  which  they  are  founded,  and  issued  from 
the  office,  with  the  means  now  furnished  for  that  service.  To  bring  up  these  arrears  would  require  the 
constant  employment  of  five  clerks  for  more  than  two  and  one-half  j'cars. 

The  indexing  of  the  names  of  patentees  of  purchased  lands,  in  consequence  of  more  pressing  duties, 
has  been  suspended  for  the  last  nine  years,  and  in  numerous  cases  is  the  cause  of  much  delay  in  trans- 
acting this  branch  of  the  current  business  of  the  office.  It  is  estimated  that  the  labor  of  four  clerks  for 
one  year  would  be  required  to  complete  it.  The  indexes  of  assignments  of  purchased  lands  have  also 
been  neglected  since  the  year  1824,  as  the  exigencies  of  other  duties  would  not  admit  of  their  being 
continued.  It  is  not  considered  of  much  importance  to  the  government  that  these  last-named  indexes 
should  be  completed,  but  the  frequent  calls  for  transcripts  of  records  and  copies  of  papers  in  these  cases, 
to  be  used  in  the  investigation  of  legal  titles  in  courts  of  justice,  if  such  requisitions  are  to  be  complied 
•with,  render  it  necessary.  Should  it  be  deemed  expedient  to  complete  these  indexes,  one  clerk  would 
be  industriouslj'  emplo3-ed  three  years  to  finish  the  work,  as  the  very  numerous  files  of  title  papers, 
surrendered  under  the  several  relief  laws  which  have  been  passed  since  1820,  would  have  to  be  carefully 
examined. 

It  may  be  also  stated,  as  a  source  of  embarrassment  to  the  prompt  discharge  of  the  ordinary  duties 
of  the  office,  that,  in  addition  to  these  arrears,  and  others  not  enumerated,  the  deficiency  of  the  necessary 
indexes,  and  a  verj'  voluminous  correspondence,  arising  from  the  daily  applications  for  information  not 
strictly  connected  with  the  public  business,  requisitions  are  constantly'  made  for  exemplifications  of 
records  and  copies  of  title  papers  on  which  patents  have  been  issued,  either  to  supply  the  kiss  of  the 
orignals  or  to  be  used  as  evidence  in  the  due  administration  of  justice.  The  promptness  with  which 
these  documents  are  required  to  be  furnished,  and  in  most  cases  the  necessity  of  an  immediate  compliance 
with  the  demand,  occasions  a  serious  interruption  of  the  regular  routine  of  office  dutj-,  and  frequently 
produces  delays  inconvenient  if  not  injurious  to  the  public  service.  So  numerous  are  these  applications, 
that  it  has  now  become  a  matter  of  strong  necessitv-,  under  the  present  organization  of  the  office,  to 
appropriate  the  time  and  services  of  one  clerk  at  least  to  the  performance  of  that  duty. 

To  bring  up  these  arrears  as  speedily  as  convenience  will  admit,  and  at  the  same  time  keep  up  the 
current  business  of  the  office,  is  of  the  most  pressing  importance,  and  manifestly  indispensable.     From  a 
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particular  examination  of  the  subject,  it  is  estimated  tliat  with  li'n  addilional  cler^l'S  this  object  cannot  be 
accomplished  in  less  time  tlian  three  j'ears,  even  if  no  new  and  additional  duties  should  be  required  by 
congressional  legislation,  at  the  close  of  which  period,  it  is  believed,  the  ordinarj'  current  duties  will  have 
increased  to  an  extent  equal  to,  if  not  beyond,  the  ability  of  the  office  to  execute.  AVith  this  accession  of 
aid  there  may  be  advantageously  assigned  to  four  clerks  the  business  of  private  land  claims;  to  four,  that 
of  military  bounty  lands;  to  seven,  keeping  and  adjusting  the  accounts  and  registering  the  sales  of  public 
lands;  to  eight,  writing,  recording,  comparing,  and  issuing  patents  for  public  lands;  leaving  the  chief  clerk, 
with  two  assistants,  as  recorders,  to  discharge  the  various  other  and  miscellaneous  duties  not  included 
under  any  of  the  heads  above  named. 

With  such  an  organization  of  the  office  and  assignment  of  its  duties,  the  bureau  of  the  chief  cleric 
would  be  charged,  under  the  direction  of  the  Comnussioner,  with  a  general  review  and  superintendence  of 
the  others;  with  recording  and  transmitting  all  commissions  to  land  officers,  surveyors,  and  others  who 
may  receive  subordinate  appointments,  and  the  registry  of  their  bonds;  the  preparing  and  recording  all 
proclamations  of  sales  of  public  lands,  and  all  orders  and  instructions  in  relation  thereto  and  connected 
therewith;  w'ith  preparing  the  blank  forms  of  the  office,  and  the  instructions  accompanying  the  same, 
with  the  explanations  thereof;  with  superintending  the  printing  for  the  office,  and  the  purchasing  of 
parchments  and  other  stationery  therefor;  with  preparing  and  recording  the  correspondence  with  the 
several  land  officers  and  surveyors  in  relation  to  their  respective  duties,  and  the  miscellaneous  corre- 
spondence, and  generally  with  all  the  other  duties  not  specifically  assigned  to  the  other  branches. 

The  bureau  oi'  private  land  claima  would  be  required  to  collate  and  examine  the  title  papers  on  which 
those  claims  are  founded,  and  to  compare  them  with  the  private  surveys  and  township  plats;  to  write, 
record,  and  compare  with  the  original  papers,  and  issue  the  patents  therefor;  to  issue  certificates  of  title 
to  lands  reserved  to  Lidians,  and  jiatents  for  the  same  when  sold  under  the  sanction  of  the  President; 
to  prepare  and  register  the  incidental  correspondence;  to  complete  and  continue  the  indexes  to  the  several 
books  of  record,  and  as  fast  as  practicable  to  bring  up  the  arrears  of  this  branch  of  the  office. 

It  would  bo  the  duty  (jf  those  charged  with  the  business  of  military  bounty  lands  to  examine  the  title 
papers  in  all  cases  under  warrants  and  surveys  of  Virginia  military  lands,  of  the  continental  line,  and 
under  warrants  issued  by  the  United  States  for  revolutionary  services  and  for  services  during  the  late 
war;  all  cases  of  exchanged  military  bounty  lands  of  the  late  war,  and  to  write,  record,  and  compare  with 
the  evidence  of  title,  and  issue  the  patents  therefor;  to  examine  and  prepare  the  papers  in  all  cases  of 
military  bounty  lands  foi-  which  scrip  is  required  to  bo  issued;  to  prepare  and  record  the  incidental  corre- 
spondence connected  therewith;  to  complete  and  continue  the  indexes  to  the  several  books  of  record,  and 
to  bring  up  the  present  arrears. 

The  bureau  of  accounts  and  the  registry  of  sales  of  public  lands  would  be  charged  with  keeping  the 
accounts  of  all  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  office  connected  with  the  sales  of  the  public  lands;  adjusting 
(auditing)  the  quarterly  accounts  of  the  receivers  of  public  moneys  and  surve^'ors,  and  reporting  the 
same  to  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury;  recording  all  sales,  and  preparing  the  certificates  of  pur- 
chase for  patent,  and  comparing  the  same  with  the  entries  on  the  tract  books  and  township  plats,  the 
whole  embracing  a  range  of  duties,  although  not  precisely  the  same,  yet  in  magnitude  of  labor  nearly 
equal  to  those  of  the  registers  and  receivers  of  tlie  forty-two  land  offices;  with  continuing  the  numerical 
indexes  of  lands  subject  to  private  entry;  preparing  and  registering  the  incidental  correspondence,  and 
with  bringing  up  this  branch  of  the  present  arrears. 

Those  having  charge  of  the  office  o{ patents  would  be  required  to  write,  record,  and  compare  with  the 
certificates  of  purchase  all  patents  for  public  lands  sold;  to  prepare  and  record  lists  of  patents  forwarded 
to  the  several  land  offices,  and  attend  to  the  transmission  of  the  same;  complete  and  continue  the  indexes 
to  the  records  of  patents,  and,  as  time  and  opportunity  permit,  to  bring  up  the  arrears  which  have 
accumulated. 

Besides  the  duties  above  enumerated,  there  are  others  common  to  all.  these  branches,  such  as  making 
out  exemplifications  of  records  and  copies  of  title  papers  and  other  documents;  prepaiing  statements  of 
the  annual  operations  of  the  office  and  others,  in  compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  the  President  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  on  the  calls  of  Congress  and  their  respective  committees. 

It  is  believed  that  the  annual  demand  for  the  public  lands  by  actual  settlers,  commencing  with  the 
year  1831,  may  be  estimated  at  one  and  one-half  million  of  acres,  and  that  this  demand  will  increase  with 
the  population  of  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  to  fifty  per  cent,  at  the  close  of  the  next  ten  years.  The 
experience  of  the  last  seven  years  has  proved  that  the  demand  for  such  purpose  has  increased  with  the 
permanent  population  of  that  extensive  region,  and  the  forests  have  been  opened  and  the  settlements 
advanced  with  a  rapidity  equal  to  the  facilities  afforded  by  the  government,  and  with  the  progressive 
improvements  and  enterprise  of  the  age.  If,  then,  it  is  no  longer  a  question  of  temporary  expediency,  but 
a  matter  of  settled  policy,  to  promote  the  sales  of  the  national  domain,  and  afford  such  aid  to  its  actual 
settlement  as  shall  accelerate  the  accomplishment  of  that  object,  the  wisdom  of  Congress  may  be  appealed 
to  for  all  necessary  assistance  to  those  who  are  charged  with  the  general  superintendence  of  this  depart- 
ment of  the  public  service  for  more  ample  means  to  complete  the  surveys,  and  for  the  establishment  of 
such  other  offices  for  the  entry  and  sales  of  the  public-lands  as  are  required  by  the  course  of  emigration 
arid  the  necessities  and  convenience  of  actual  settlers.  Liberal  measures,  restricted  only  to  such  limits  as 
will  secure  an  annual  increase  of  this  branch  of  the  revenue,  will  afford  additional  inducements  to  the 
enterprise  and  persevering  industry  of  that  portion  of  our  population  who  are  daily  seeking  a  residence 
111  the  extensive  forests  of  the  west.  While  economy  should  be  regarded  as  a  cardinal  virtue  in  the 
expenditures  of  every  department  of  the  government,  it  is  no  less  essential  to  its  due  administration,  and 
to  the  attainment  of  those  objects  for  which  it  was  instituted,  that  the  public  service  should  be  well  done 
and  promptly  done. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ELIJAH  HAYWARD. 

Hon.  S.\MUEL  D.  IxGHAM,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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Exhibit  of  the  periodic  to  xrhirh  the  month!)/  arri>init.-^  of  the  jvvyiWcr.s  and  ivrcirrrx  of  the  piiliHc  land  offici'i^  hare 
been  rendered,  ••'Itoiring  the  balanee  of  caah  in  llie  rereiveis'  lianils  at  the  dale  of  their  kixl  monlhli/  a/'counlif 
current,  and  tlie  periods  to  irliieli  the  recciccrs'  quarlerlij  aecounis  have  liecn  rendered  to  and  adjii^leil  at 
the  General  Land  Office. 


d  otlices. 

Monthly  returns. 

Balance  of  cash  in  the  hands 
of  the  receivers,  per  last 
monthly  return. 

Receivers'  quarterly  returns. 

Laii 

Period  to  wliich  ren- 
dered by  registers. 

Period  to  wliicli  ren- 
dered by  receivers. 

Period  to  uliich  ren- 
dered. 

Period  to  which  ad- 
justed. 

Marietta 

Ollio 

do 

Oct.     31,  1830 
do 

Oct.      31,  1830 

do 

do 

do 

•?"37  47} 

1,741  69 

2.0.-,3  39 

716  13 

1,095  83 

1.735  161 

520  39 

4,894  59 

1,960  23 

4,040  03 

21,094  58 

64,037  74 

262  51 

501  26 

303  23 

3, 128  47 

5,602  07 

16, 1.J8  60 

7,313  64 

Sept.    30,  1830 

June      30,  1830 

Steubenville 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Dec.     31,1829 
Sept.    30,  1830 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

June    30,  1830 
Sept.    30,  1830 

^° 

do 

Sept.      30,  1830 
June       30    1830 

Cincinnati 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Sept.      30,  1830 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Aug.     31,  1830 
Oct.      31,  1830 

do 

do 

Sept.    30,  1830 
Oct.      31,1830 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

lo 

Indianapolis 

do 

...do. 

March   31    1^30 

do 

do 

do 

Sept.      30,  1830 

do 

do.. 

March   31    1830 

do 

do.    

.    ..    .do.         .   . 

do 

do 

do 

...   .   ,io 

do 

do 

lo 

do 

June      30   1830 

Palestine 

do 

do 

March   31,  1830 
do 

Sept.      30,  1830 
do 

do 

Sept.    30,  1850 

do 

do 

do 

Sept.    30, 1830 

do 

do 

.  ...  do 

5,479  47 
5,599  88 
2,752  50 
6,308  45 

do 

Sept.     3,  183U 
Sept.    30,  1830 

do 

do 

June      30,  1830 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

June      30,  1829 

do 

Oct.      31,1830 
Sept.    3(1,  18.30 
Oct.      31,1830 
do 

Oct.      31,  1830 

do 

Sept.    30,  1830 
Oct.     31,1830 
Sept.    30,  1630 

16,673  12 

708  72 

6,803  25 

7,701  38 

508  06 

do 

do 

do 

do 

March  31,  1829 
Sept.    30,  1830 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

June    30,1830 

June      30,  1830 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Sparta 

Washington 

do 

Sept.      30,  1830 
March     6,  1830 

do 

do 

do 

do 

.   ..    .do 

Sept.      30,  1830 
March  31,  1830 

do 

do 

Oct.      31,  1830 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

7, 128  40 
204  26 
4.506  60 
5,677  11 
1,403  46 

10,195  56 

233  95 

165  95 

1,484  55 

June      30, 1830 

Opelousas 

do 

do 

do 

Sept.    30,  18.30 
Oct.      31,  1830 

do 

' do 

Sept.     30,  1830 
do 

St.  Helena    

do 

June      30,  1830 

Michigan  Territory. 

do 

Arkansas 

do 

do 

do 

Little  Rock 

do 

Sept.    30,  1830 
Aug.    31,1830 

do.   

Sept.   30,  1830 
do 

do 

do 

Sept.      30,  1829 

do 

TREASt'RY  DepaIitment,  General  Land  OJfice,  November  30,  \^30. 


ELIJAH  HAYWARD,   CommUsioner. 


Exhibit  in  nialion  to  the  public  landtffor  the  year  endini/  Deremher  31,  1S20,  and  the  half  year  ending  June 

30,   lt>30. 


Periods. 

Net  quantity  of  huul 
sold. 

Pureliase  money. 

I  ?         1           a 

II  1 

V      \      1 

Amount  of  forfi'ited 
land  stock  includ- 
ed in  the  aggregate 
receipts. 

6 

C 
o 

6 

1 

Payments  by  receiv- 
ers into  the  treas- 
ury of  the  United 
States. 

Year  1849 

1st  and  2d  quarters  of  1830 

1.244,860,01     '.51,572,863.54 
662,002.91             834,443  63 

5382,060  12 
314  36 

$1,954,923  66 
834,757  99 

$224,680  28 
40,814  88 

$108,351  37 
46,718  53 

51,517,175  13 
1,005,399  87 

Aggregate 

1,906,852  92 

2,407,307  17 

333,374  48 

2,789,681  65 

265,495  16 

155,069  93 

2,522,575  00 

Tlie  column  of '' incidental  expenses''  includes  the  salaries,  eommissinn?,  and  contingfut  expenses   nf  ilie  rrgi-^ters  and  receivers' offices  ;  al?o  the 
allowances  tor  transporting  public  moneys,  made  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  22.  18J6. 

ELIJAH  HAVU'ARD,  Commisiioncr. 
Treasury  Department,  General  Land  Office,  Noicmber  30,  1S30. 
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PUBLIC    LANDS. 


[No.  859. 


Statement  of  the  amount  of  forfeited  land  stock  ismed  under  the  acts  of  May  23,  1828,  and  March  31,  1830, 
and  aho  the  amount  7-eceived  in  payment  to  June  30,  1830. 


ofTices. 

1828. 

1829. 

Half  year  endin 

gJune  30,1830. 

Total  in  e 

ich  office. 

La  IK 

Stock  issued. 

Stock  rcc'ved. 

Slock  issued. 

Stock  rec'ved. 

Stock  issued. 

Stock  rec'ved. 

Stock  issued. 

Stock  rec'ved. 

Marieiia 

Zanesville 

Steubenvillc. 

Ohio 

do 

do 

do    

§2,262  10 
6,9'j9  5.') 
10,7:15  06 
16,412  49 
46,994  49 
1,157  50 

§1,912  09 
6,125  81 
5,567  94 
5,551  97 

17,829  73 
1,794  97 
717  49 
2,564  44 
1,620  53 
3,586  00 

$1,812  29 
7,198  76 
17,144  72 
18,205  27 
53,624  82 
4,266  97 

82,112  11 

11,523  96 

11,608  76 

15,085  11 

64,550  25 

6,596  97 

1,174  72 

8,530  84 

13,614  13 

9,010  64 

499  87 

1,782  94 

§423  52 
4,091  66 
2,870  97 
2,600  82 
4,298  44 
565  90 

$592  85 

4,627  20 

886  45 

1,940  45 

10,395  04 

985  01 

155  95 

3,003  23 

2,445  85 

900  05 

336  89 

33  59 



$4,497  91 
18,289  97 
30,750  75 
37,218  58 
104,917  75 
5,990  37 

$4,617  05 
22,276  97 
18,063  15 
22,577  53 

Cincinnati 

do 

do 

92,775  02 
9,376  95 

2,048  16 

"1^^ 

.do  

14,098  51 

Jeflersonville. 

Indiana.... 

do 

2,812  94 
7,804  97 

8,479  75 
13,035  95 

2,015  91 
l,i50  50 

13, 308  60 
iS,091  42 

17,680  51 
13,496  69 

Indianapolis... 

Craw  fords  ville 
Fort  Wayne.. 
Shawneetown 

do 

836  76 

374  41 

2, 190  94 

do 

Illinois.... 

do 

3,730  34 
1,509  87 
1,584  69 

1,139  12 

209  70 

1,945  04 

2,265  90 
4,144  71 
2,385  83 

3,675  30 

1,618  02 

2,349  66 

56  00 

96  00 

1,538  43 

2,793  38 

5,815  52 

978  08 

770  63 
944  54 
324  00 

380  99 
284  01 
280  00 
156  34 

6,766  87 
6,599  12 
4,294  52 

5,195  41 
2,111  73 

do 

4,574  70 

do 

212  34 

Palestine 

Springfield  ... 

96  00 

.    ..do.. 

449  00 
1,564  63 
2,657  90 

1,987  43 

2,021  07 
3,805  60 

4,001  50 
5,353  49 

31  52 

272  78 

606  28 
567  25 
113  72 

6,054  09 
9,431  87 

4,964  29 
9,040  67 
1,091  80 

Franklin 

Palmyra 

do 

do 

do 

Lexington.. .. 
St.  Stephen's 

do 

, 

124  88 
6,370  54 
12,716  89 
12,089  07 
623  45 
731  93 
20,641  75 

6  34 

1,491  50 

1,691  19 

2,424  02 

688  24 

294  27 

131  22 

.'Vlahania.,. 

do 

2,421  52 
11,224  02 
14,813  14 

3,164  31 
8,413  90 
1,757  79 
8,131  60 

7,672  65 
9,991  30 
12,475  67 

2,357  65 
771  21 

2,917  19 

12,451  §2 
21,986  53 
30,2I«  00 

11,026  33 
22,821  98 

Iluntsville.... 

do 

do 

16,270  88 
9  443  29 

Sparta 

Washington. . 

do 

1,026  20 

Mississippi.. 

do 

4,316  29 

409  97 

23,990  11 

36G  01 

28,672  41 

21,051  72 

do 

1,178  93 

2,634  22 

312  17 

4,125  32 

Opelousas 

do 

982  50 

244  SO 

982  50 

244  50 

do 

do 

Detroit 

Michigan... 

do 

3,730  04 

217  77 
16  00 

51  20 

615  20 

100  00 

16  00 

524  24 

848  97 
16  00 

Tallahassee... 

5,200  00 

5,200  00 

St.  Augustine. 

do.... 

140,978  68 

78,901  04 

197,083  39 

221,803  12 

25,973  25 

40,814  88 

365,035  32 

29,782  75 

341,519  04 

Add  amount  o 
sold  at  New 

r  stock  issued  at  t 
York  in  the  year 

he  ireasurj'  und 
1787  by  Edgar  S 

Aggregat 

er  the  4th  seeti 

on  of  the  act  o 

•  May  23, 1828, 

for  moneys  fori 

tited  on  lands 

394,618  07 

341.519  04 

Treaburv  DepahtmenTj  General  Lend  Office,  November  30,  1830. 


ELIJAH  HAYWARD,   Commissioner. 
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E. 

£^limale  of  Ihe  privali'  land  r/n/oi.^-  roiiiirmcd  hij  tin-  hni:<  of  Iho  Uiiitrd  Slalcx. 

Li)nsiA.N'.\. — Soti/hraslrrn  dlslrir/. 

There  have  lieen  confirmed  in  this  ilistriet  uliciut  i,040  ehiiins.  No  patent  certificates  have  Ijeeri 
received  at  tiiis  oflice,  and  consequently  no  patent.s  have  been  issneil.  Sonic  of  tlic  township  plats  liave 
been  received  during-  this  year;  the  surveying-  is  progressing-,  and  we  may  reasonable  expect  that  patents 
will  be  demanded  for  many  claims  before  long 

LonsiAXA. — Sotdliirei-lfrn  and  iiorlJu'ru  dis/ric/^. 

In  these  districts  there  have  been  confirmed  about  3,270  claims.  Eight.y  cases  have  been  patented, 
and  about  400  certificates  received  during  this  year  are  now  in  the  office  for  patenting.  The  greater  por- 
tion of  these  districts  has  been  surveyed,  and  the  certificates  for  m(jst  of  the  claims  must  be  expected 
in  a  short  time. 

LoiisiANA. — St.  Helena  dislrlrt. 

There  have  been  confirmed  in  this  district  about  3,100  claims.  Nearly  the  whole  of  this  district  lias 
been  surveyed  and  plats  returned;  and  tliis  office  has  been  informed  that  the  land  oflicers  have  cominenciMl 
making  out  their  patent  certificates.  It  is  reasonalde  to  suppose  that  upwards  of  2.0(10  may  be  forwarded 
in  less  than  one  year  from  this  time. 

Mississipri. —  Washimjlon  di^lriot. 

The  claims  confirmed  in  this  district  amount  to  1,100;  of  this  number  between  50  and  GO  have  been 
patented.  The  whole  were  surveyed  many  years  ago,  but  a  part  of  tlie  district  is  now  resurveying  to 
correct  former  errors.  What  prevents  the  claimants  from  forwarding  the  certificates  for  patents  is  not 
known. 

^Iississii'Pi,  Alabama,  St.  Stephen's,  axd  Aul^ista  wstkicts. 

Within  these  districts  there  have  been  confirmed  about  70C  claims.  Not  more  that  15  or  20  have 
been  patented;  but,  as  a  great  part  of  the  surveying  has  been  executed,  most  of  the  certificates  may  lie 
expected  during  the  next  year. 

Fliirida. 

In  this  Territory  there  have  been  confirmed  upwards  of  1,300  claims.  No  patent  certificates  have 
been  forwarded.  Many  of  the  claims  have  been  surveyed,  for  which  the  certificates  should  have  been 
transmitted  ere  this.  The  surveying  of  the  rest  is  progressing,  and  we  must  calculate  upon  receiving- 
many  demands  for  patents  during  the  next  year.  In  Missouri  and  Arkansas  upwards  of  3,500  claims 
have  been  confirmed,  exclusive  of  the  80,000  acres  confirmed  by  the  Arkansas  court  on  forged  papers. 
Rather  more  than  500  claims  liave  been  patented;  and,  as  there  is  every  probability  that  the  surveys  ot 
the  whole  may  be  completed  this  season  or  early  next  year,  the  certificates  can  shortly  be  granted  for  all 
these  claims.  It  is  known  that  at  least  900  patent  certificates  have  been  issued  by  the  recorder  which 
have  not  been  presented  for  patents  in  conseijuence  of  the  inattention  of  the  parties  interested. 

I.vDiAXA. —  Vincenne^  di^irid. 

There  have  been  confirmed  in  this  district  about  900  claims,  of  which  about  torty  have  been  patented; 
and  as  they  are  all  surveyed,  nothing  but  the  negligence  of  the  parties  prevents  the  issuing  of  patent  cer- 
tificates for  all  these  claims. 

Of  the  claims  confirmed  in  Illinois  and  Michigan,  it  would  be  difficult  t"  say  what  number  have  been 
confirmed.  A  large  portion  of  them  have,  however,  been  patented;  but  as  they  have  all  been  surveyed, 
patents  can  at  any  time  be  demanded  for  those  not  patented,  which  must  amount  to  several  hundred  in  number. 

I.VDIAX    CLAIMS. 

Many  of  these  claims  have  been  patented,  others  have  been  lately  located,  and  require  certificates  to 
be  issued,  while  there  are  some  yet  unlocated.  The  total  number  of  reservations  made  by  the  several 
treaties  has  not  been  ascertained,  but  they  amount  to  several  hundreds,  and  especiallj'  in  cases  of  transfer, 
&c.,  involve  more  labor  than  the  ordinary  cases  of  private  claims.  By  reference  to  a  published  abstract 
of  the  late  Choctaw  treaty,  it  will  be  seen  that  provision  is  made  for  granting  about  1,700  reserves,  exclu- 
sive of  those  to  be  granted  to  such  Indians  as  may  cultivate  a  certain  number  of  acres  for  a  few  years, 
and  to  the  several  members  of  their  families. 


F. 
Statement  in  relation  to  the  indexing  of  the  j^ricate  land  claims. 
Indexes  in  favor  of  the  present  claimants  have  been  made  out  in  the  following  cases: 

Cl:iim3. 

St.  Helena  district 3,655 

Jackson   Court-House  district 1,013 

Missouri  and  Arkansas 3,040 

In  Louisiana  districts 2,700 

In  Florida 2,116 


Total  number  indexed  to  the  present  claimants 13,190 
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Claims  not  indexed. 

Michigan  claims 1,247 

Indiana  claims 1,408 

Illinois  claims 3,022 

Missouri  and  Arkansas  claims 3,119 

Mississippi,  (Washington  district) 1,863 

Louisiana  districts 4,641 

St.  Stephen's  district 363 

Total  number  to  be  indexed  to  the  present  claimants 15,663 

Total  number  of  names  of  original  claimants  to  be  indexed 28,853 

To  enable  the  office  to  give  the  information  respecting  private  claims  which  is  often  required,  it  is 
necessary  that  the  above  claims  should  also  be  indexed  to  the  original  claimants. 

It  is  also  very  important,  where  a  claim  once  rejected  has  been  subsequently  revived  and  confirmed, 
or  again  rejected,  that  references  should  be  made  on  the  reports  to  all  the  other  proceedings  respecting 
that  claim. 

The  labor  that  will  be  required  in  making  these  references  will  be  very  great,  but  cannot  be  correctly 
estimated. 


REPORT  FROM  THE  BOUNTY  LAND  OFFICE. 

Belurn  of  claimH  ichich  have  been  dqwuiled  in  the  bounty  land  office  for  the  year  ending  on  the  30ih  September, 
1830,  for  services  rendered  during  the  revolulionan/  «■«;•. 

Claims  suspended,  on  file  on  30th  September,  1 829 6 

Claims  received  from  1st  October,  1829,  to  30th  September,  1830,  inclusive 471 


477 


Disposed  of  as  follows: 

Claims  for  which  land  warrants  have  issued 119 

Claims  previously  satisfied 85 

Claims  not  entitled  to  land 173 

Claims  for  which  regulations  were  sent 52 

Claims  in  which  further  evidence  was  required 42 

Claims  on  file,  suspended 6 


477 


Abstract  of  the  number  of  warrants  issued  fur  the  year  ending  September  30,  1830. 

Warrants.  Acres. 

2  Colonels 500  acres  each. .  1,000 

1  major 400 

6  captains 300  acres  each .  .  1,800 

11  lieutenants 200 do 2,200 

3  ensigns 150  ....  do 450 

3  surgeon's  mates 300  ....  do 900 

93  rank  and  file 100 do 9,300 


119  16,050 


Warrants  signed  by  Generals  Knox  and  Dearborn,  which  remain  on  file 54 

Claims  under  act  of  May  15,  1828,  presented  to  this  office  by  the  Treasury  Department  for  examination  85 

Belurn  of  claims  which  have  been  deposited  in  the  bcjunty  land  office  for  the  year  ending  Septembei-  30,  1830, 

for  services  rendered  during  the  late  tear. 

Claims  suspended,  per  last  report 325 

Claims  received  since 329 


654 


Disposed  of  as  follows: 

Claims  for  which  warrants  liave  issued 109 

Claims  previously  satisfied 64 

Claims  not  entitled  to  land 38 

Claims  returned  for  further  evidence 32 

Claims  for  which  regulations  were  sent 93 

Claims  on  file,  suspended 318 

^  ■ 
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A!is/rart  af  tin'  (unnhrr  nf  ii\irraiil.-i  ixuKrd  f,,r  /hr  i/riir  ciii/iin/  Srplcinhi'r  '.'A),  IH'M. 

1st.    Aiitli.ui/.cil  l.y  thr  iicts  iif  DcCt'iiil'iT  24,  ISl  1,  and  Jaiiiiarv  II,  1S12 lOf, 

2(1.  Aulli(>ri/,r,l  l>v  the  act  of  Dci'cnilicr  10,  1814 "....' ;; 

'^'"^•'' Kiy 

Aort'rf. 

Wiioreaf  oftlie  first  de.sci-iptioii  10(5  g-rautud,  (if  1(50  acres  (>ach Ifi  jxjo 

\Viiei-cuf  (jf  the  seeoiul  ilesi-ription  3  granted,  (if  :!20  acres  each 'y(i() 

17,920 


War  I)EP.utr.\iKNT,  Ihnrnhj  Lund  (>/A'rc,  iVurriaher  lo,  1  s;iO. 

The  fon'.n'oiiig,- stateiiiLMit  of  the  pr()C(^ediiiL;-s  of  this  ollico  for  tlio  year  eiidiii--  .S.-pteiulier  30,  1S30,  i.s 
rcspecifiiliy  rep^irted  t.j  th,.'  iuaorablo  Sj(jretary  of  War,  by  his  obedient  servant, 

\v.\i.  (;oi;i»oy. 
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LEGAL  ARGUMEXT  OX  CLALM  OF  AXTOIXE  SOULARD  TO  LAXD  IX  MISSOURL 

COM.MU.VIC.VTED    TO    THE    SEKATE    PECE.MBER    22,     1830. 


Siibgia 

II 


ncr  of  an  argumenf.  delivered  Jiefore  the  didriet  court  of  the  United  States,  at  the  fir.-<l  sea.'iion  thereof 
I'ld  at  St.  Loui.-i  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  Novenilier,  1824,  pursuant  to  an  act  of  C'ongre.i.-;  entitled  "An 
act  enabling  claimants  to  land.-i  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Jfissouri  and  Territory  of  Arkansas  to 
institute  i)roceedings  to  try  the  validity  of  their  claim-;,"  by  L.  E.  Lawless,  counsellor-a!-laio. 

PREFACE. 

The  argument,  of  wliieh  tlie  following-  pages  contain  an  accurate  outline,  was  delivered  at  the  lir.st 
session  of  tiie  district  court  (if  the  United  States,  held  on  the  fourth  Monday  of  Xovember,  1824  f(M-  the 
adjudication  of  claims  to  land  situated  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  founded  on  cimcessions 
warrants,  or  orders  of  survey  made  b}'  the  Spanish  or  French  authorities  previous  to  tlie  lOtli  of  Marcli' 
1804. 

Inasmuch  as  the  subject  is  one  of  very  general  interest,  not  only  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  but  in  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  where  similar  claims  are  to  be  adjudicated,  it  is  believed  that  the  publication  of  this 
argument  may  not  be  without  its  use.  The  subject  has  liitherto  been  involved  in  considerable  obscurity, 
anil  has  never,  even  in  Congress,  been  C(.)mpletely  developed.  During  the  twent^v  years  which  have 
elapsed  since  the  occupation  of  Upper  Louisiana  by  the  United  States  the  claimants  to  land  under  French 
and  Spanish  grants  have  had  to  contend,  not  with  fair  and  open  argument,  but  with  secret  slanders  or 
ignorant  misrepresentation.  Xow  tliat  these  claims  are  to  be  investigated  in  a  court  of  justice,  they  can 
no  longer  suffer  from  these  unworthy  causes.  If,  as  they  believe,  their  titles  are  protected  by  the" prin- 
ciples of  municipal  and  international  law,  those  titles  will  be  confirmed,  and,  though  late,  (too  late  for 
many  of  them,)  their  long  withheld  jiropert.y  will  l.>e  restored  to  them.  If,  on  the  othcl-  hand,  these  claims 
shall  be  rejected,  thiy  will,  at  least,  have  the  satisfaction  to  reflect  that  no  sinister  means  have  succeeded 
in  defeating  them;  and  that  if  error  lias  been  committed,  it  will  have  been  that  inevitable  error  to  which 
the  best  of  human  tribunals  is  more  or  less  subject. 

The  circumstances  of  the  claim  in  which  the  following  argument  was  delivered  are  in  some  respects 
peculiar,  but  tlie  doctrines  and  principles  which  it  was  the  counsel's  object  to  establish  are  applicable  to 
the  great  majority  of  French  and  Spanish  land  titles  in  Upper  Louisiana,  and  it  is  believed  should  govern 
the  decision  of  the  court  npon  them. 

It  was  at  the  suggestion  and  reijuest  of  the  judge  of  the  district  court  that  this  note  of  argument 
has  been  written  and  submitted  to  him.  The  considerations  already  mentioned  have  induced  tlie  friends 
of  the  claims  to  believe  that  it  should,  through  the  medium  of  the  press,  be  laid  before  the  public.  The 
claimants  do  not  fear  discussion  or  investigation,  but,  on  the  contrary',  invite  both.  If  the  argument 
here  offered  be  sound  it  ought  to  have  its  due  effect;  if  it  be  fallacious,  by  publishing  it  all  hope  is  extin- 
guished of  its  errors  escaping  detection. 

We  have  subjoined  to  this  report  a  few  documents  translated  from  the  original  Spanish,  which,  as  far 
as  we  know,  have  not  before  been  published  in  the  English  language,  and  which  sustain  or  illustrate 
some  of  our  principal  positions. 

Note  of  argument  on  claim  of  Antoine  Soulard,  liefore  the  district  court  of  the   United  States,  to  confirmation 

of  a  concession  and  surrey  of  ten  thousand  arpenls. 

On  the  20th  April,  1T06,  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Louisiana,  granted  to  Antoine 
Soulard  and  his  heirs  ten  tlKJusand  arpents,  to  be  located  on  vacant  land  belonging-  to  the  royal  domain. 

On  the  20th  Februaiy,  1804,  by  virtue  of  and  pursuant  to  said  concessicms  said  grant  was  located 
and  surveyed  on  Cuivre  river,  within  the  present  limits  of  the  State  of  Missouri. 
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On  the  8tli  iiF  Muix'h,  ISOl,  suiil  survey  was  duly  LTrtilioil  atid  recorded  by  tlie  surveyor  yenenil  of 
tlie  tlieu  |iroviiiee  of  Louisiana. 

]'>el\veeu  the  81I1  Marcli,  1S04,  and  tin,'  1st  jMarcli,  1806,  the  said  original  concession  and  certificate  of 
survey  were  destroyed  by  accident  amongst  other  papers  belonging  to  the  grantee,  who,  in  consequence 
of  that  loss  and  in  ignorance  of  his  riglits  and  misconception  of  the  law,  omitted  to  file  notice  of  iiis  claim 
with  tiie  recorder  under  the  law  of  Congress  of  2d  March,  1805,  which  recjuired  n<iticcs  of  claims  founded 
on  titles  therein  meiitioned  to  be  filed  with  tlie  rccordei'  lie^fore  the  1st  March,  1806. 

I'nder  the  same  erroneous  impressions  Mr.  Soulard  omitted  to  avail  himself  of  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  3d  March,  1807,  which  extended  the  time  for  filing  claims  to  1st  July,  1808. 

As  soon  as  Mr.  Soulard  became  aware  of  his  mistake  he  presented  a  petition  to  Congress,  praying  a 
confirmation  of  his  claim;  which  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  February 
27,  1818. 

In  consequence  of  a  general  law  having  Ijcen  reported,  which  would  necessarily  have  embraced  the 
claim,  no  special  report  was  made  by  the  committee. 

On  the  above  state  of  facts  two  main  questions  arise: 

1st.  Supi)osing  the  original  concession  to  have  been  good,  can  the  claimant,  upon  jiroof  of  its  destruc- 
tion, avail  himself  of  the  title  which  it  conferred? 

2d.  Supposing  that,  notwithstanding  its  destruction,  he  can,  upon  proper" proof  of  its  existence  and 
execution  by  the  lieutenant  governor,  use  it  as  a  ground  of  claim,  is  the  concession  and  survey  such  a 
title  as  ouglit  now  to  be  confirmed  by  this  court  under  the  act  of  Congress? 

Upon  the  first  question  no  argument  will  be  here  offered,  as  it  is  supposed  that  if  the  proof  of  the 
execution  and  contents  of  the  concession  be  given,  upon  no  principle  of  law  or  equity  can  the  affirmative 
of  the  proposition  be  disputed. 

Hut  the  proof  of  the  execution  and  contents  of  the  concession  is  complete,  viz: 

1st.  The  declaration  and  admission  of  Zenon  Trudeau,  made  at  different  times  during  his  command 
in  Upper  Louisiana. 

2d.  The  oath  of  a  credilile  witness.  Colonel  C.  D.  Delassus,  who  saw  the  concession  in  the  hands  of 
grantee. 

od.  The  proof  of  its  existence  resulting  frcjm  the  record  of  survey  made  before  its  loss,  and  in  which 
it  is  recited  and  referred  to. 

It  may,  however,  be  proper  to  observe  that  the  f)mission  to  file  the  claim  under  the  act  of  1805  or 
1807  cannot  effect  Mr.  Soulard's  rights  under  this  particular  concession,  because — 

1st.  The  law  of  1805  only  requires  those  claims  to  be  filed  which  were  founded  on  incomplete  titles 
subsequent  in  date  to  Octf)ber  1,  1800,  and  therefore  does  not  atfect  the  present  claim,  which  is  by  virtue 
of  a  Concession  made  on  the  20th  of  April,  1796. 

2d.  The  act  of  1807,  which  extends  the  time  for  filing  to  1st  July,  1808,  has  no  more  extensive 
operation  as  to  claims  excluded  than  the  act  of  1805. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  last  session  lets  in  every  claim,  no  matter  whether  filed  or  not  with  the 
recorder,  and  no  matter  what  is  the  date  of  the  incomplete  title  on  which  it  is  founded,  provided  it  be  not 
subsequent  to  the  lOtli  March,  1804. 

To  demonstrate  the  atfirmative  of  the  second  proposition,  namely,  that  the  concession  and  survej'  in 
this  case  constitute  such  a  title  as  should  be  confirmed  under  the  late  act  of  Congress,  let  us  first  examine 
that  act. 

By  section  1st,  every  French  or  Spanish  grant,  concession,  warrant,  or  order  of  survey,  legally  made, 
granted,  or  issued,  before  the  10th  day  of  March,  1804,  by  the  proper  authorities,  to  any  person  or  per- 
sons resident  in  the  province  of  Louisiana  at  the  date  thereof,  or  on  or  before  the  10th  day  of  March, 
1804,  and  which  was  protected  or  secured  by  the  tieaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  French  republic 
of  the  30th  of  April,  1803,  and  which  might  have  been  perfected  into  a  complete  title  under  and  in 
conformity  to  the  laws,  usages,  and  customs  of  the  government  under  which  the  same  originated,  had  not 
the  sovereignty  of  the  country  been  transferred  to  the  United  States,  is  declared  to  be  entitled  to  con- 
firmation. 

By  section  2d  this  court  is,  by  a  final  decree,  to  settle  and  determine  the  validity  of  the  title,  according 
to  the  law  of  nations,  the  stipulations  of  any  treaty  and  proceedings  under  the  same,  the  several  acts  of 
Congress  in  relation  thereto,  and  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  government  from  which  it  is  alleged  to 
have  been  derived,  and  all  other  questions  properly  arising  between  the  claimants  and  the  United  States; 
which  decree  shall,  in  all  cases,  refer  to  the  treaty,  law,  or  ordinance  under  which  it  is  confirmed  or  decreed 
against. 

It  is  contended  that  the  present  claim  is  entitled  to  confirmation,  because, 

1st.  The  concession  was  made  to  a  person  residing  in  Louisiana  at  the  time  it  was  made. 

2d    The  concession  was  legally  made  before  the  lOtli  day  of  March,  1804. 

3d.  The  concession  was  made  by  the  proper  authority. 

4th.  It  was  protected  by  the  treaty  of  cession,  April  30,  1803. 

5th.  It  might  have  been  perfected  into  a  complete  title  conformably  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  former 
government. 

6th.  It  is  protected  by  the  law  of  nations. 

7th,  and  lastlj',  because  it  is  recognized  and  protected  as  entitled  to  confirmation,  at  least  to  the 
extent  of  a  league  square,  by  the  laws  of  Congress  heretofore  made  on  the  subject  of  such  titles. 

The  fact  of  the  concession  having  been  made  to  a  person  residing  in  Louisiana  at  the  date,  is  matter 
not  merely  of  ordinary  jiroof,  but  is  an  historical  and  recorded  fact  within  tin'  knowledge  of  the  court. 

The  second  and  tliird  grounds  of  its  claim  to  c(nifirniation  will  be  considered  together,  inasmuch  as 
they  arc  convertible  )n'opositions.  It  is  considered  that  the  concession  was  legally  made  prior  to  the  10th 
of  March,  1804,  and  made  by  the  proper  authority,  because, 

1st.  The  date  and  execution  are  proved. 

2d.  The  concession  was  made  by  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Louisiana. 

It  is  contended  that  the  lieutenant  governor  had  power  to  make  such  a  grant,  and  that  his  power  is 
demonstrated  bj', 

1st.  The  uniform  practice  and  usage  of  lieutenant  governors  in  L^pper  Louisiana,  from  the  first  estab- 
lishment of  a  government  in  that  province. 

2d.  The  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  Spanish  sovereigns. 

The  usage  and  iirai'tice  of  the  lieutenant  governors  may  be  ascertained  by  reference  to  the  history  of 
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T^lipcr  Tiiiuisiaiia,  iVoin  the  year  1770,  when  Spain  lixik  |)oss('ssi(m  df  llia(  pnivinco,  dnwn  (n  llic  Kllh  nf 
Marcli,  IS04,  wlicii  it  was  deiiviTcd  up  to  tiio  Uiiiti'il  Slates.  Dui'iiil;'  lln'  win  ilc  nl' that  pnind  ii  i.sdciiiuii- 
stratcd  l>y  tlie  records  and  archives,  as  tlioy  have  heen  liaiisrcrred  to  ihe  ullicers  niidn  liie  u'ci\-erniiiiiit 
(if  tiie  United  States,  tiiat  it  was  tiie  unil'onii  tisag-e  and  practice  nl'  Uic  lieiileiiaiit  ;4-.iverniii  In  niaisc  [Im^r. 
concessions. 

There  exists  not  a  sinji'le  instance  in  wliicii  the  ]»iwer  of  the  lieutenant  ,i;-ovenior  in  I'ppei'  Ijouisianti 
to  j;Tant  any  (puintity  of  hind  lias  been  questioned  or  deniiMJ  l«y  llie  superior  authority. 

Each  lieutenant  .U'overnor  folhiwed  tiie  usaj;'e  of  his  predecessor,  whicli  certaiidy  il  is  not  to  he  pi-e- 
sumed  that  he  wouhl  liave  done  if  tliat  usag-f  iiad  not  lu'en  recognized  as  liyii/  liy  the  go\ crnriient  wiiicji 
appointed  liini. 

Tiie  perfect  security  witli  wliich  the  inhaliitaiils  of  [..niisiana  acted  on  tliose  concessions — hougld, 
sold,  transferred,  and  disposed  of  them  liy  act  iiiliT  viro.'i,  or  by  last  will  and  teslauient — dernoustrales  the 
existence  of  the  usag'e,  and  the  general  impression  that  those  concessions  wei'c  legally  made,  and  by  \\u', 
proper  authcu-ity. 

Judicial  sales  of  intestates' estati's,  including  incomplete  titles  lA'  this  description,  lia\-e  lieeii  madi^ 
not  oulj-  under  the  sanction  of  the  lieutenant  governor  of  I'pper  Louisiana,  but  have  been  lalilinl  by  the 
supreme  authority  at  New  Orleans. 

There  is  no  instance  on  record  of  any  one  of  these  sales  having  been  rcsclii/lcfl  on  the  ground  that 
those  ccnicessions  were  nullities  and  not  suscejitible  of  sale  for  valuable  consideration,  as  they  certainly 
would  lie  if  the  lieutenant  govcrn<ir  had  not  authority  to  make  them. 

The  practice  and  usage  have  been  recognized  in  a  variety  of  instances  by  the  governors  gen<'ral  of 
Louisiana. 

The  following  complete  titles,  within  the  knowledge  of  the  undersigned,  have  bei'ii  granted  by 
governors  general  of  Louisiana  upon  concessions  made  by  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Louisiana: 

1st.  A  complete  title  to  Gratiot,  on  a  concession  by  Crn7.;it,  previous  to  1790,  of  7,05(i  arpents  for  the 
whole  of  that  quantity. 

2d.  A  complete  title  issued  I13'  the  governor  general.  Baron  do  Carondelet,  on  the  id  April,  1797,  on 
two  concessions  of  2,1(10  snpertii'ial  arpents — the  one  nuide  by  Don  Manuel  Perez,  lieutenant  governor  of 
Upper  Louisiana,  dated  May  2(i,  1790,  the  other  by  Zenon  Trndeau,  lieutenant  governor,  dated  September 
11,  1790. 

3d.  A  complete  title  by  Governor  General  Don  Manuel  Gayoso  de  Lcnios,  dated  Jlarch  1,  1798,  on  a 
concession  of  1,480  arpents  nnnle  by  Zenon  Trndeau,  lieutenant  governor,  dated  Novoniljcr  19,  1790. 

In  those  complete  titles,  which  ;ire  ready  to  bo  produced  for  the  inspection  of  this  conrt,  the  governors 
general  specitically  refer  to  the  concession,  and  recognize  the  power  of  the  lieutenant  governor  to  make  it. 
No  new  condition  is  imposed  other  than  that  of  complying  with  the  "  reglamenio  drl  a.-<uiilo,^'  that  is  to  say, 
the  g'eneral  regulation  of  the  g'overnment  touching  lamls  granted. 

Not  only  have  the  governors  general  thus  ratified  and  recognized  the  power  to  grant  of  the  lieutenant 
governors  of  Up]ier  Louisiana,  but  the  intendant  general  has  also  done  so,  to  whom  (as  shall  be  hereafter 
noticed")  was  delegated  by  the  King  the  power  of  issuing  complete  titles,  after  it  had  been  taken  away 
from  the  governors  general. 

The  following  complete  titles,  issued  bj'  the  intendant  general,  Don  Juan  Ventura  Morales,  and  which 
are  ready  to  be  produced  to  the  court,  demonstrate  this  proposition  : 

1st.  A  complete  title  for  900  arpents,  on  a  concession  issued  on  the  6th  December,  1798,  by  Zenon 
Trudoan,  lieutenant  governor,  in  favor  of  Don  Santiag(j  Delassus  de  St.  Vrain.  This  complete  title  bears 
date  April  28,  1802. 

2d.  A  complete  title  for  1,042  arpents,  on  concession  by  Zenon  Trudeau  to  Antoine  Soulanl  and  his 
heirs,  dated  April  28,  1802. 

3d.  A  complete  title,  dated  June  5,  1802,  for  8,000  arpents,  on  a  concession  and  order  of  survey  by 
Zenon  Trudeau,  dated  January  18,  1798. 

In  those  complete  titles  the  intendant  general  specifically  refers  to  and  recognizes  the  concession 
obtained  from  the  lieutenant  governor.  The  terms  used  in  tiie  title  issued  in  favorof  Antoine  Soulard  are 
these:  "For  quanta  habiendoxe  pre^icntado  en  rale  tribtinal  Don  Antonio  Soulm-d,  repre.^entando  que  haMa 
oUenido  del  teniente  gotiernador  de  Sn.  Luis  de  Illinois,  Dn.  Zenon  Trudeau,  la  concession  de  mil  y  quarenta  >/ 
dos  arijanes  de  tierra,"  which,  translated  into  Englisli,  are  as  follows:  "  Inasmuch  as  Don  Antonio  Soulard 
has  presented  himself  to  this  trilmnal,  submitting  that  he  has  obtained  from  the  lieutenant  governor  of  St. 
Louis  of  the  Illinois,  Don  Zenon  Trudeau,  the  grant  (or  concession)  of  1,042  arpents  of  land." 

The  language  of  the  other  two  complete  titles  made  by  the  intendant  general  is  of  the  same  import, 
and  leaves  no  doubt  as  to  the  ratification  of  the  act  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  and  of  the  usage  and 
practice  of  granting  such  original  concessions. 

It  has  been  already  observed  that  original  concessions,  and  the  land  granted  by  them,  before  any 
complete  title  had  been  issued  thereon,  were  objects  of  sale  and  transfer  inter  vivos,  and  of  distriliution 
and  sale  as  property  (jf  testators  or  intestates. 

In  support  of  these  propositions,  we  refer  to  the  records  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court 
for  the  county  of  St.  Louis. 

Amongst  a  number  of  others,  we  lind  the  following  sales  .and  transfers  recorded: 

1st.  February  18,  1775,  public  sale,  sanctioned  by  Pedro  Piernas,  lieutenant  governor,  of  2i-  arpents 
by  40,  belonging  to  the  estate  of  Guillaume  Bizet,  purchased  by  Charles  Bizet. 

2d.  October  2,  1774,  public  sale  of  a  tract  of  land  of  5  ar]ieuts  by  40,  at  the  place  called  Belle  Fontaine, 
under  the  decree  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  Pedro  Piernas,  for  sale  of  same,  at  request  and  demand  of  Mr. 
John  Bte.  Sarpy,  attorney  in  fact  of  Louis  Chamart;  said  land  purchased  by  P.  Perrault,  Xo.  42. 

3d.  Novcmlier  13,  1774,  public  sale  of  land,  the  property  of  J.  B.  Martigny,  containing  4  arpents  in 
breadth  b_v  the  depth  from  the  ilississippi  to  the  hill,  purchased  by  Charles  Bizet,  No.  148. 

4th.  July  4,  1799,  public  sale  of  the  property  of  the  deceased  Laclede  Liguest,  to  wit:  a  tract  of  0  by 
40  arpents  of  land  in  Big  Prairie,  bought  by  Madame  Chouteau,  No.  204,  by  virtue  of  the  decree  of  Fernando 
de  Lcj-ba,  lieutenant  governor. 

5th.  July  4,  1799,  public  sale  of  the  mill  and  dependencies  belonging  to  the  estate  of  Laclede  Liguest, 
deceased,  bought  by  Auguste  Choteau;  sold  by  virtue  of  decree,  P.  de  Leyba,  lieutenant  governor.  No.  265.* 

-  This  sale  lias  been  sanctioned  by  decree  of  the  supreme  authority  at  New  Orleans;  and  the  land  on  which  said  mill 
stands  has  been  since  confirmed  to  Auguste  Chouteau,  as  representative  of  Laclede  Liguest,  deceased,  the  original  grantee,  by 
the  board  of  commissioners. 
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Cith.  June  12,  1801.  public  sale  aftei-  tlic  failure  nf  Ilyaeintlie  St.  ('yr,  (inereliant,)  made  at  the  rei|uest 
of  the  creditors,  and  I13' virtue  of  a  decree  of  Charles  D.  lielassus,  lieutenant  j^ovcrnor,  919  arpents,  situate 
on  Crevccceur,  county  of  St.  Louis,  purchased  by  James  Itichardson,  No.  1.500;  on  same  day,  as  part  of 
same  estate,  .573  arpents  at  St.  Ferdinand;  on  same  day,  ditto,  12  arpents  by  40,  No.  1500.  [The  No.  is 
that  which  the  document  bears  in  the  inde.\  to  the  Spanisli  and  French  records  in  the  clerk's  office.] 

"th.  April  14,  1802,  deed  of  partition  before  Lieutenant  Governor  Delassus,  between  the  heirs  of 
Madame  Cerre,  of  diveis  tracts  held  under  incomplete  titles.  No.  1500. 

It  is  submitted  that  the  concession  at  present  under  consideration  is  equally  le<;;-al  with  all  those  above 
referred  to,  and  which  have  been  recognized  as  such  by  the  supreme  Spanish  authority;  and  is  eipialiy 
legal,  and  equally  the  subject  of  sale,  transfer,  and  distribution,  as  any  of  those  recorded  in  tin.'  office  of 
the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  for  the  county  of  St.  Louis. 

2dly.  The  lieuteiuuit  govenujrof  Upper  Louisiana  was  autlnjrized  to  make  this  concession  by  the  laws 
and  ordinances  of  the  Spanish  sovereigns. 

In  support  of  this  proi)osition,  we  refer  to  the  "royal  ordinance"  dated  October  15,  1754. 

This  royal  ordinance  was  republished  in  1786,  with  an  additional  ordinance  or  law,  vesting  in  the 
ijitendants  and  sub-delegates  of  the  kingdom  of  New  Spain  the  power  of  granting  lands,  which  power  had 
heretofore  been  vested  in  the  viceroys,  presidents  of  audiences,  and  sub-delegates  appointed  liy  said  viceroys 
or  presidents. 

This  ordinance,  as  published  in  1780,  is  now  in  the  office  of  the  Department  of  State  in  Washington 
city;  and  those  articles  of  it  which  are  applicable  to  the  questions  arising  on  the  Missouri  land  claims 
have  been  copied  from  it,  and,  with  correct  translations,  are  ready  to  be  submitted  to  the  court. 

By  the  appendi.x  to  ordinance  of  1754,  (No.  10  in  that  of  178(),)  after  reciting  the  evils  resulting  from 
the  royal  order  of  November  24,  1735,  whereby  the  claimant  of  land  was  obliged  to  apply  to  the  King  himself 
for  complete  title,  the  King  ordains  as  follows:  "I  have  resolved  that,  in  the  .gifts,  (mercedes,)  sales, 
(ventas,)  and  arrangements,  (composiciones,)  of  roj-al  lands,  (realcngos,)  places,  (sitios,)  anil  uncultivated 
grounds,  (valdios,)  now  made,  or  which  hereafter  shall  be  made,  there  shall  be  observed  and  iiractieed 
precisely  what  is  contained  in  this  instruction,  &c  : 

"First.  That,  from  the  date  of  this  my  roj'al  resolution,  henceforward  remains  exclusively  to  the  office 
(alcargo)  of  the  viceroj's  and  presidents  of  my  royal  audiences  of  those  kingdoms,  the  faculty  of  appointing 
the  sub-delegate  ministers,  (ministros  sub-delcgados,)  who  are  to  exercise  and  make  sale  and  arrangement 
(ventas  y  composiciones)  of  the  lands  and  uncultivated  grounds  (de  las  tierras  y  valdios)  which  belong 
to  me  in  said  dominion,  expediting  to  them,  the  sub-delegates,  the  nomination  (nondirarnieuto)  or  title, 
respectivclj',  with  an  authentic  copy  of  this  instruction.  [The  instruction  then  points  out  the  mode  of 
informing  the  Secretary  of  State  of  those  nominations,  and  authorizes  the  sub-delegates  to  commission 
others,  distant  from  the  place  of  their  residences,  as  was  before  done,  (como  antes  se  excccutaba,)  and 
excludes  the  council  of  tlie  Indies  from  the  direction  and  management  of  this  branch  of  the  roj'al  linances.] 

The  5tli  article  ordains  that  all  titles  originated  by  the  sub-delegates  since  1700,  ajid  confirmed  by  the 
King,  shall  remain  good;  or  if  they  were  confirmed  by  the  viceroys  and  audiences,  while  that  piovver  was 
vested  in  them,  (that  is,  previous  to  the  ordinance  of  1735,)  they  shall  also  remain  valid;  also  tliat  those 
who  possessed  lands  without  such  confirmation  shall  solicit  confirmation  from  the  audiences  of  their  district, 
and  the  other  ministers  to  whom  the  faculty  of  confirmatirm  is  given  by  this  instruction,  which  audiences 
and  ministers  shall  examine  the  title  originated  by  the  sub-dele.gate,  and  if  no  fraud  or  collusion  exist,  and 
on  proof  being  given  that  there  has  been  paid  into  the  royal  chest  the  price  of  the  sale  or  arrangement, 
(venta  0  composiciones,)  and  the  tax  called  media  annafa,  and  adding,  besides,  a  corresponding  pecuniary 
donation,  (y  hacienda  de  nucvo  acpiel  scrvicio  pecuniario  que  parecea  correspondiente,)  they  shall  despatch, 
in  the  royal  name,  the  confirmation  of  the  titles,  &c. 

The  9th  article  of  the  above  ordinance  of  1754  ordains,  in  sulistance,  that  the  respective  audiences,  by 
]ir(jvinces,  shall  despatch,  in  the  royal  namp,  the  confirmation  without  any  other  judicial  expense  to  the 
parties  than  the  fees  appertaining  to  the  said  provinces  as  fixed  bylaw,  for  which  purpose  the  sub-delegate 
is  to  transmit  the  proceedings  had  respecting  the  sales  or  arrangements  of  which  the  confirmation  is 
demanded,  and  they  may  agree  on  the  pecuniary  service  which  they  ought  to  pay  for  tin's  new  favor. 

The  10th  article  ordains,  in  substance,  that,  to  avoid  costs  and  delay,  if  the  audiences  should  direct 
new  proceedings,  the  sub-delegates  in  each  case  are  to  transmit  the  original  acts,  in  order  that,  if  no 
objection  presents  itself,  they  may  be  returned  (to  the  sub-delegate)  and  title  delivered,  or  in  order  that 
what  is  necessary  may  be  done  (by  party  or  sub-delegate)  as  pointed  out,  and  thus  to  expedite  the  despatch 
of  royal  confirmations  without  the  duplication  of  a  new  title. 

Article  11th  ordains,  in  substance,  that  the  audiences  are  to  entertain  appeals  from  sub-delegates 
without  putting  the  parties  to  the  expense  of  an  appeal  to  the  council. 

Article  the  12tli,  (of  the  above  ordinance  of  1754,)  the  translation  of  which  is  here  given  in  e.xtenso, 
ordains — 

"That  in  those  jirovinces  distant  from  the  seat  of  the  audiences,  or  where  the  seas  may  intervene,  as 
Caraccas,  Carthagena,  Buenos  Aj'res,  Panama,  Yucatan,  Cumana,  Margarita,  Porto  Rico,  and  others  in 
"equal  cirvumslances,"  (de  igualcs  circumstancies,)  the  confirmation  shall  be  despatched  by  tlieir  governors, 
in  unison  with  the  royal  oiiicers  and  the  lieutenant  judge  general,  wlicre  there  is  one;  and  that  the  same 
ministers  shall  also  determine  the  appeals  wln'ch  may  be  made  from  tlie  sub-delegate  who  shall  have  been 
a])pointed,  or  may  be  appointed,  in  each  of  the  aforesaid  provinces  and  islands,  without  referring  to  the 
audience  or  chancery  court  of  the  district,  except  in  case  of  the  two  sentences  not  being  conforinaldc,  and 
this  of  duty,  and  in  the  form  of  a  consult,  (porvia  de  consulta,)  in  order  to  avoid  the  expenses  of  ap|)lieations 
for  relief  by  appeal;  and  wherever  there  shall  exist  two  royal  ministers,  the  most  modern  shall  perform  the 
duty  of  defender  of  the  royal  finances  in  these  causes,  and  the  senior  that  of  assistant  judge  to  the  governor, 
consulting  where  there  is  no  auditor  or  li(Hitenant  judge  of  the  governor,  and  the  doubt  which  may  arise 
is  matter  of  law  with  any  other  lawyer  within  or  without  the  district;  and  in  those  places  where  there  is 
but  one  royal  minister,  he  shall  name  as  defender  of  the  royal  finances  any  intelligent  person  resident  in 
the  place;  it  being  likewise  the  duty  of  the  governors,  with  their  assistant  judges,  to  examine  into  the 
compositions  (composiciones)  of  the  sub-delegate,  the  same  way  as  is  expressed  with  respect  to  the 
audiences." 

At  the  date  and  promulgation  of  the  above  ordinance  of  1754,  the  province  of  Louisiana  belonged  to 
France,  and  was  governed,  not  by  any  Spanish  custom,  usage,  or  'aw,  but  by  the  custom  of  Paris,  and  the 
ordinances  of  tlic^  French  sovereign.  It  is,  however,  submitted  that,  from  the  treaty  of  Fontaineblean, 
November  3,  1702,  or,  at  least,  from  the  date  of  the  actual  occupation  of  Louisiana,  under  that  treaty,  by 
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Spain,  till"  Spanish  Ktws  ami  nnliiiaiircs  were  in  fdrcc,  ami  liocanio  applicaMc  to  llio  jirovincc  of  Louisiana 
as  I'ar  as  rciatod  to  tlic  oia'j;'inal  j^Taiit  and  final  roniii  inatioii  of  lands  li('lon.i;'inf;'  to  the  royal  domain.  It 
is  tlKMclori-'  contcndi'd  that,  by  viituf  of  the  aliovc-citod  l'2th  ai'ticlc  of  th(.'  ordinance  of  1754,  the  }j,'overnors 
general  and  sul>-ilele^;'ates  of  Louisiana  li<'caine  vested  with  all  the  ])o\vei's  liy  that  artiele  g'iven  to  the 
f;-overnors  and  suli-deleg-ates  of  Cavaecas,  and  the  other  ])laees  therein  mentioned.  It  is  niaidfest  that  if 
Li)uisiana  had  been,  at  the  date  of  that  ordinance,  a  proviiice  belonj;'in<;-  lo  Spain,  and  had  not  been 
specifically  mentioned,  it  nevertheless  would  have  been  included  in  its  piotection  by  the  comprehensive 
words,  ''and  others  in  equal  circumstances''  Louisiana  was,  perhajis,  more  than  any  other  ]ii'<i\ince,  (jr 
would  have  been,  within  the  ])urview  of  th(5  ordinance.  It  was  separated  by  the  sea  on  the  one  sicle,  and 
by  a  vast  extent  of  uninhabited  or  savage  region  on  the  other^froni  the  seatsof  the  viceroys  or  audiences. 
The  communication  was  rave  and  diflicult  at  that  time  between  Louisiana  and  Spain,  or  any  of  its  South 
American  dominions.  At  the  date  of  the  treaty  of  n(')'2,  or  of  the  actual  occupation  of  Ijonisiana  by  Spain 
in  17(19,  the  circumstances  of  the  province  wer(^  the  same.  Its  comnuinication  with  South  America  had  not 
been  increased  or  facilitated  since  1754;  and,  in  a  political,  connnereial,  or  geographical  ])oint  of  vic'W,  it 
was  more  separated  and  d(^taelied  than  any  u['  those  places  mentioned  in  thi>  l'2th  section  of  tlie  ordinance 
cited. 

The  usage  and  practice  which  have  abcaily  been  shown  to  e.Kist  in  Louisiana  demonstiate  that  such 
was  the  construction  put  on  tliis  twelfth  article  by  the  Spanish  authorities  in  that  provin<'e;  but,  besides 
this  uniform  usage,  the  pn>clamation  of  Governor  (ieneral  O'L'eilly  in  17C9,  wliereby  he  annoum-i's  to  the 
people  of  Louisiana,  that  the  Spanish  laws  are  thenceforward  to  have  force,  specificallj'  applies  the  ordinance 
of  1754  t(.i  tht'  colony  of  which  he  had  so  recently  assumed  the  government. 

Assuming,  then,  as  soun<l  doctrine  that  at  least  from  the  year  17G9  the  ordinance  of  1754  was  law  in 
Louisiana,  it  manifestly  follows  that  the  concession  in  the  present  case  was  made  in  conformity  with  the 
provisions  of  tliat  ordinance. 

Hero  it  may  be  proi.ier  to  observe  that  in  Uii|)er  Louisiana  the  lieutenant  gi.ivernor  was  t'lothed  \\\\\i 
both  civil  and  military  power.  He  was  not  onlj-  conunander-in-ehief  of  tin;  troo]is,  but  lie  was  also  the 
highest  judicial  authority.  It  was  in  his  civil  capacity  that  he  grant(.'d  or  sold  the  lands  beloii.ging  t<i  the 
royal  donuiin.  In  this  concession  he  acted  in  his  ca))acity  of  sub-delegate  minister,  (ministn.)  sub-delegado,) 
as  he  is  described  and  contemplated  by  the  first  section  of  the  ordinance  of  1754,  above  recited. 

In  divers  jjublic  acts  the  lieutenant  governor  is  styled  sub-dele,gate;  which,  however,  was  not  aliso- 
Intely  necessary,  as  tlie  character  of  sub-delegate  was  included  in  the  title  of  lieutenant  governor.  This 
is  sutliciently  shown  by  the  complete  titles  already  mentioned,  in  which  the  supreme  confirming  anthoritit's 
recognize  the  concession  to  have  been  made  by  the  lieutenant  governor,  (leniente  g-(]bernador  de  San  Luis 
Ilinoa.) 

Having  thus  demonstrated  the  power  of  the  lieutenant  governor  to  make  original  concessions,  W(.' 
proceed  to  show  that  the  concession  in  question  was  protected  by  the  treaty  of  cession  of  April  30,  1S03. 

By  the  third  article  of  the  treaty,  "the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  incor]iorated  in  the 
union  of  the  United  States,  admitted  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights  of  citizens,  and  in  the  meantime 
shall  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free  enjciyment  of  tlieir  liberty,  ]iroperty,  and  the  reli.gii.m  which 
they  profess. 

The  questions,  therefore,  with  reference  to  this  article,  as  rt'gards  the  concession  before  the  court, 
are — 

1st.  Did  this  concession,  at  the  date  of  the  treaty,  vest  a  right  in  Antoine  Soulard  ? 

2d.  Did  this  concession  constitute  propeity  in  the  grantee? 

If  those  questions  be  decided  in  the  affirmative,  the-  propositic.m  is  true  that  the  treaty  protects  the 
concession.     From  what  has  been  shown  it  is  mauil'est  that  those  questions  must  lie  so  decided,  because, 

1st.  The  concession  was  made  by  the  proper  authority. 

2d.  At  the  moment  it  was  made  it  became  the  subject-matter  of  sale,  of  distribution,  of  descent. 

3d.  The  grantee  might  at  any  time  have  applied  for  a  confirmation  of  it  to  the  sujierior  authority. 

4th.  The  lieutenant  gxivernor  who  made;  it,  (nor  his  successors,)  could  not  have  rescinded,  of  his  own 
mere  motion,  the  grant  so  made.  To  do  this,  it  was  necessary  that  by  a  formal  decree,  for  cause  shown, 
the  land  granted  should  be  reunited  to  the  domain,  or  should  be  abandoned  or  relinquished  by  the  act  of 
the  grantee;  neither  of  which,  in  this  present  case,  apjiears  to  have  been  done. 

If  Mr.  Soulard  iiad  died  before  the  treaty  of  cession,  this  grant,  and  the  land  it  included,  would  have 
devolved  upon  his  widow  ami  children;  or  if  he  had  the  power  so  to  do,  mifettered  by  any  marriage  or 
other  contract,  it  would  have  followed  the  disjiosition  of  his  last  will  and  testament,  if  he  had  made  one. 

Ilis  widow,  or  heir,  or  devisee,  might  apply  for  confirmation,  or  might  sell  it  before  confirmation.  It 
follows,  therefore,  that  Mr.  Soulard  had  a  vested  right  in  this  concession,  and  a  property  as  real  and  (h-Jined 
as  any  other  that  could  be  contemplated  by  the  treaty  of  cession. 

V\^e  shall  now  proceed  to  demonstrate  the  fifth  position,  namely,  "  that  the  concession  and  survey 
before  the  court  might  have  been  perfected  into  a  complete  title,  conformably  to  the  laws  and  usages  of 
the  government  under  which  the  same  originated." 

In  demonstrating  this  proposition,  the  petitioner  might,  it  is  believed,  rely  with  confidence  on  what 
has  been  already  shown,  and  call  on  the  United  States  to  rebut  the  jjrima  facie  case  made. 

It  has  been  demonstrated — ■ 

1st.  That  the  concession  has  been  made  to  a  subject  of  the  King  of  Spain  during  the  existence  of  the 
government  in  Louisiana,  and  a  resident  of  that  province  at  the  date  of  the  concession. 

2d.  That  the  concession  has  been  made  by  lawful  and  competent  authority. 

3d.  That  the  concession  and  survey  vested  a  right  and  a  iirojierty  in  the  grantee. 

Upon  these  grounds,  it  is  submitted  that,  upon  the  ordinary  principles  of  law  and  equity,  a  presump- 
tion arises  in  favor  of  the  claim  to  confirmation,  wliich  should  stand  until  the  contrary  be  proven  by  the 
adverse  party. 

Between  private  litigants,  this  certainlj'  cannot  be  denied;  and  we  can  see  no  reason  why  the  United 
States,  or  those  claiming  under  them,  should  not  be  bound  by  the  same  principles. 

Where  one  private  individual  succeeds  to  the  rights  and  liabilities  of  another,  either  as  purchaser, 
heir,  devisee,  or  personal  representative,  the  contracts  of  the  person  under  whom  he  claims,  if  legally 
made,  are  valid  against  him,  and  woulrl,  if  necessary,  be  decreed  to  be  specifically  executed  by  a  court  of 
equity. 

By  the  treaty  of  cession  the  United  States  became  vested  with  all  the  rights,  and  subject  to  all  the 
legal  and  equitable  liabilities  of  the  former  government,  as  related  to  the  province  of  Louisiana;  and  this, 
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it  is  coiitwidril,  woulil  liuve  been  tlie  CDiiscquonce  of  a  mere  cession,  without  any  specific  stipulation  in 
favor  of  the  rij^'hts  and  property  of  the  Louisianians. 

It  follows,  then,  that  tiie  Concessions  made  by  the  officers  of  the  former  government,  duly  thereto 
authorized,  are  as  obligatory  on  that  government,  and  on  its  successor  and  representative,  the  United 
States,  as  tlmse  jirivate  contracts  above  mentioned  would  be  binding  in  a  court  of  law  or  equity;  and  that 
to  get  rid  (if  those  concessions  it  is  necessary',  not  merely  to  riject  them,  but  to  show  some  good  cause  of 
rcjevlion. 

For,  although  it  be  true  that  the  Spanish  King'  might,  without  assigning  a  reason,  have,  in  the  plenitude 
of  his  power,  cancelled  this  concession,  it  is  erpially  true  that  the  United  States  have  not  succeeded  to 
this  attribute  of  despotism,  and  that  tlie  q^ly  power  vested  in  them  as  regards  the  present  question  is 
that  which  the  treaty  of  cession  and  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  have  recognized  or  created 

Jiut  it  would  b(!  in  truth  an  injustice  to  the  government  of  Spain  to  suppose  that  any  other  than  the 
principles  relied  on  could  have  governed  the  confirmation  or  rejection  of  this  concession  For,  whatever 
might  have  been  the  tyranny  exercised  on  political  or  religious  questions,  it  is  a  known  historical  truth 
that  between  the  crown  of  Spain  and  the  subject,  as  related  to  rights  and  property  the  most  equal  justice 
was  distributed,  and  in  Louisiana,  in  particular,  the  mildness  and  liberality  of  the  Spanish  rule  was 
proverbial. 

\\  e  therefore  repeat  that,  even  before  a  Spanish  intendant  general,  we  have  made  a  case  for  confirma- 
tion which  would  stand  until  rebutted.  We  consider  it  important  here  to  press  upon  the  consideration 
of  this  court  that  the  claimant  is  lU/t  a  petitioner  to  this  tribunal  f(.)r  the  grant  of  an  original  right,  but 
merely  for  the  recognition  of  aright  ahead  yexistinr,,  and  of  a  property  of  which  the  United  States  on  the  10th 
ot  .March,  1,S04,  found  him  in  quiet  possession.  He  petitions  not  for  a  grant  of  any  part  of  the  p«6/ic /a«rf, 
but  that  he  may  be  quieted  in  his  ancient  title  to  las  own  by  a  disclaimer  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
of  a  pretension  totally  unfountled. 

The  confirmation  by  the  Spanish  authority  would  have  amounted  to  no  more;  for,  as  it  has  been 
demonstrated,  the  concession  and  survey  gave  an  inuncdiate  right,  and  vested  an  estate  in  the  grantee 
Irom  the  date  and  by  the  operation  of  th(.'  incomplete  title;  and  therefore  the  Si)anish  confirming  powers 
would  not  l)y  any  means  have  granted,  although  it  might  have  annulled  a  grant  and  divested  an  estate 
already  vested, 

VVe  will  proceed,  however,  as  far  as  is  practicable,  to  show  that  in  this  case  the  Spanish  confirming 
authority  would  not  have  aimuUed  the  concession  or  divested  the  estate  created. 

11  the  supreme  Spanish  authority  would  have  refused  to  confirm  this  concession,  it  must  necessarily 
have  been  upon  one  or  more  of  the  following  grounds: 

1st.  I'or  want  of  power  in  the  officer  who  made  the  concession. 

2d.    For  informality  in  the  grant. 

3d.    For  some  disqualification  in  the  grantee. 

4th.  For  non-compliance  on  part  of  grantee  with  some  condition  expressed  or  implird  in  the  grant;  or, 

5th,  and  lastly,  for  fraud  or  collusion  in  the  obtaining  of  the  concession. 

On  the  first  point,  viz:  the  power  of  the  granting  officer,  the  arguments  and  facts  already  submitted 
might  be  deemed  conclusive;  but  inasmuch  as  none  of  the  c<implete  titles  cited,  and  in  which  the  power 
of  the  lieutenant  governor  to  grant  is  recognized,  include  so  large  a  quantity  as  19,000  arjients,  (the 
amount  of  the  present  concession,)  some  observations  will  now  be  made  to  show  that  the  power  of  the 
lieutenant  governor  in  Upper  Louisiana  was  unlimited  as  to  quantity. 

To  demonstrate  this  we  may  again  refer  to  the  uniform  usage  and  practice  of  the  lieutenant  governors 
from  the  year  1770  down  to  the  date  of  the  treaty  of  cession. 

We  have  seen  that  the  grant  for  a  league  square  made  previous  to  the  year  1790  was  confirmed  to 
Gratiot  and  his  heirs  by  Governor  General  (iayoso;  that  a  grant  of  8,000  arpents,  made  18th  January,  1798, 
was  confirmed  by  the  intendant  general.  Morales,  to  Louis  Labijaume,  the  original  grantee,  on  the  5th  of 
June,  1802,  Here  is  the  usage  recognized  by  the  supreme  authority,  in  express  terms,  as  far  as  8,000 
arpents;  and  we  cannot  discover  why  the  same  recognition  would  not  have  been  made  if  the  grant  to 
Lalieaume  had  been  for  10,000  arpents.  The  addition  of  two  thousand  arpents  certainly  impugns  no 
principle  on  which  the  confirmation  of  8,000  arpents  could  have  been  grounded. 

Besides  this  express  recognition,  we  rely  also  on  the  tacit  assent  to  the  usage  and  practice  of  the 
lieutenant  governor  by  the  superior  authority  at  New  Orleans.  A  great  number  of  concessions  were 
made  by  the  different  lieutenant  governors  exceeding  8,000  arpents;  and  in  no  one  instance  has  the  superior 
authority  disapproved  in  any  manner  the  act  of  the" sub-delegate. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  lieutenant  governors  of  Upper  Louisiana  would  have  dared  to  usurp 
a  power  which  the  law  did  not  give  them,  or  that  if  they  had  so  usurped  it,  the  superior  authority  at  New 
Orleans  would  have  in  silence  assented  to  it. 

The  cluiracter  of  the  individuals  who  have  successively  filled  those  high  offices  under  the  Spanish 
mouarchs  forbids  this  supposition.  It  would  be  absurd  to  suppose  that  the  lieutenant  governor,  without 
any  motive  of  interest,  would  so  act;  and  it  would  be  caluuuiious  to  assert  that  any  motive  of  self  interest 
did  impel  him  so  to  act. 

When  we  look  back  upon  the  terms  of  the  ordinance  that  has  been  cited,  we  will  see  that  the  power 
of  the  sub-delegate  was  unlimited  as  to  quantity  as  far  as  related  to  Upper  Louisiana,  at  all  times  and  in 
every  part  of  the  province  of  Louisiana,  until  certain  modifications  were  adopted  by  O'Reilly,  Gayoso, 
and  j)articuhirly  by  the  intendant  general.  Morales,  all  of  which,  as  will  be  hereafter  shown,  were  appli- 
cable either  to  neiv  sritlers  or  to  the  land  in  Lower  Louisiana  exclusively. 

By  the  1st  section  of  the  ordinance  of  1754,  already  cited,  it  is  decreed  that  the  viceroys  and  presi- 
dents of  the  royal  audiences  shall  thenceforward  have  the  faculty  of  appointing  the  sub-delegate  ministers, 
"who  are  to  make  the  sale  and  arrangements  of  the  lauds  and  uncultivated  grounds  belonging  to  the 
King,"     There  is  no  limitation  as  to  quantity  whatever. 

In  looking  back  to  the  5th  article  of  the  ordinance,  we  see  that  the  viceroys  and  audiences  are 
thereby  directed  to  confirm  when  no  "fraud  or  collusion  exists,  and  on  proof  of  payment  when  a  price  has 
been  stipulated."     Here  is  no  limitation  as  to  quantity. 

By  the  12th  article,  (the  translation  of  which  has  been  given  in  extenso,)  by  which  the  confirming 
power  is  vested  in  the  governor  general,  the  act  or  grants  of  the  respective  sub-delegates  are  to  be 
examined  and  confirmed  "in  the  same  way  as  is  expressed"  with  respect  to  the  audiences. 

It  may  be  proper  to  observe  that  tlie  condition  of  payment  of  a  price  can  be  only  applicable  to  the 
sales  or  arrangements  in  the  nature  of  sales;  but  that  in  the  case  of  mere  donations  or  graces  (meiTcdes) 
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Mil  such  cimdition  omlil  \<r  (.Iceiiiccl  jiiiplicuMc,  iiml  iidlhinu'  iinn'c  coiilil  lie  cMicli'il  tli:in  (lir  I'l'cs  iisuully 
paid  to  the  dllii'iTs  of  the  conlinninu;  trii'Uiial, 

The  preamble  to  tlie  ordiiiaiiee  of  175-1  and  ihe  iiilrodurlory  dceretal  part  sliow  tliat  the  Kinj;',  in 
the  case  of  g-ifts  (mereedes)  as  well  as  of  sales,  intended  that  the  power  of  the  suli-dele.n'ates  should  he 
the  same  and  subject  to  the  same  control  on  the  part  of  the  eonilrmini;'  authority. 

The  extent  of  those  !;'ratuitous  i;-rants,  rewiirds,  or  "  mereedes,"  is  not  limited,  and  was  left,  as  well 
as  that  of  sales,  to  depend  upon  the  discretion,  unijer  all  cii  eiinistanees  of  the  ease,  ol'  the  fj;ianlinj^- 
power. 

In  the  present  case  the  circumstances  are  all  in  favor  of  the  ,L;Tant. 

Lst.  The  fact  of  the  grant  creates  a  presumption  that  the  ^'rantee  deserved  the  favor. 

2d.  The  fact  of  his  beiuij  a  meritorious  otlicer,  and  tfiat  the  L;'ranl  was  intenileil  as  a  recompense 
for  services  rendered,  is  in  proof  before  the  court. 

3d.  At  the  time  the  grant  was  made  he  had  already  been  a  consideral)le  t  ime  in  the  service,  anil 
had  received  no  compensation  or  jiay  until  that  .grant  was  made  to  him 

It  seems,  then,  to  be  demonstrated,  as  far  as  the  matter  is  susceptible  of  demonstialion,  that,  taking 
into  view  the  complete  titles  theretofore  made,  and  the  merits  of  the  giantee  in  the  present  ease,  the 
confiruKitiou  of  this  concession  would  not  have  been  refused  by  the  Spanish  governoi-  general  or  inleudaiit, 
merely  on  the  ground  that  too  great  a  (luantitj'  was  included  in  it. 

We  Come  now  to  the  second  possible  objection,  viz:   "  infornndity  in  the  grant." 

On  this  head  we  shall  merely  refer  to  all  the  coTicessions,  not  only  those  which  remain  unconfirmed, 
but  those  on  which  complete  titles  have  been  granted  by  the  Spanish  government,  and  conrnnnitions  made 
by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  The  concession  under  consideration  was  in  the  !ia>iic  liTin.-<  a^ilhiist', 
and  clothed  with  the  same  fornudities:  if  the  one  be  good  in  point  of  form,  the  other  must  be  eipially  so, 
and  in  that  respect  cipially  entitled  to  confirmation. 

Here  we  sliall  notice  an  argument  against  the  claim  which  nuiy  be,  perhaps,  drawn  from  the  supposed 
want,  in  this  case,  of  registry  of  the  concession,  and  shall  meet  the  objection  by  either  of  the  two 
following'  propositions: 

1st.  Registry  was  not  necessary,  under  the  Spanish  or  French  government  in  Upper  Louisiana,  to 
give  validity  to  an  original  concession,  warrant,  or  order  of  survey. 

2d.  Supposing  registry  to  have  been  necessary,  such  registry  has  been  made  in  this  case  as  was 
required,  according  to  the  usage  and  practice  in  Upper  Louisiana. 

On  the  first  point  we  will  observe,  that  neither  by  the  ordinance  of  1754,  or  that  of  ITyC),  of  tlie  King 
of  Spain,  nor  by  any  of  the  regulations  of  the  governors  general  or  inteiidents,  is  registry  of  an  original 
concession,  warrant,  or  order  of  survej^  required.  As  far  as  regards  written  law,  our  position,  therefore, 
is  sustained. 

^Ve  will  admit  that  there  did  exist  at  St.  Louis  a  book,  called  the  Licre  Terricn,  in  which,  from  the 
year  lltiti  down  to  the  year  1797,  a  considerable  number  of  concessions,  orders  of  survey,  and  surveys, 
■were  entered  by  the  respective  connnandants  and  lieutenant  governors;  but  we  denj-  that  this  book,  or 
registry  in  it,  was  required  by  any  law  or  ordinance,  or  that  it  gave  validity  to  a  concession,  warrant,  or 
order  of  survey.  This  book  was  used  in  some  cases  as  the  depository  of  the  original  and  only  grant, 
warrant,  or  order  of  survey,  and  in  others  was  used  as  a  mere  record  of  the  concession  issued.  In  the 
latter  ease  the  original  document  was  delivered  by  tlie  granting  officer  to  the  paiitj  iiiferested,  who  might, 
at  his  tiption,  have  the  grant  entered  or  copied  into  the  "  Livre  Terrien."  This,  in  point  of  fact,  was  very 
generally  done  during  the  first  thirty  years  after  the  establishment  of  the  post  of  St.  Louis,  the  seat  of 
government  in  Upper  Louisiana.  The  practice,  however,  declined  gradually  after  that  period,  and  we 
find  but  one  concession  in  the  year  1796  entered  on  the  Livre  Terrien.  This  book  remained  in  the  custody 
of  the  commandant  or  lieutenant  governor  for  the  time  being,  until  the  appointment,  by  Governor  General 
Baron  de  Carondelet,  of  Mr.  Antoine  Soulard  (the  claimant)  as  surveyor  general  of  Louisiana,  in  the 
month  of  Februai'y,  1795.  Previous  to  his  nomination  there  was  no  surveyor  of  Upper  Louisiana, 
appointed  by  the  superior  authority  at  New  Orleans;  and  the  few  surveys  theretofore  made  were  executed 
by  individuals  authorized  for  the  occasion  bj'  the  lieutenant  governor,  or  employed  and  paid  by  the  .grantee 
or  his  representative.  The  surveys  so  made  by  them  were  generally  registered  in  the  "  Livre  Terrien;" 
and  here  we  will  remark,  that  a  number  of  those  surveys  appear  to  have  been  made,  not  for  the  original 
grantee,  but  for  his  alienee  or  vendee — a  conclusive  proof  that  even  at  that  time  unlocated  or  floating 
titles  were  the  subject-matter  of  sale,  and  therefore  had  the  effect  of  vesting  a  property. 

The  entry  or  registry  of  the  concession  was  done  at  the  reipiest  of  the  grantee,  to  protect  liim  against 
the  inconvenience  which  might  result  from  the  loss  or  destruction  of  the  orig-inal  concession  before  any 
other  record  of  its  existence  was  made.  Many  grantees,  however,  neglected  this  precaution,  and  their 
concessions  were  not  the  less  valid  on  that  account.  This  is  demonstrated  by  the  conqilete  titles  which 
have  been  granted  by  the  supreme  authority  at  New  Orleans,  upon  original  concessions  nmde  by  the 
lieutenant  governors  and  connnandants,  which  have  not  been  registered  in  the  "  Livre  Terrien,"  or  in  any 
other  record  book  in  Upper  Louisiana. 

It  is  equally  manifest  that  by  no  act  of  Congress  has  such  registry  been  necessary  to  the  validity  of 
a  concession.  Under  the  laws  of  1807  and  1814  upwards  of  twenty  claims  of  a  league  square  each  have 
been  confirmed,  none  of  which  appear  on  the  "  Livre  Terrien." 

We  have  said  that  in  February,  1795,  Mr.  Antoine  Soulard  was  appointed  surveyor  general  of  Upper 
Louisiana.  Soon  after  his  appointment  the  practice  of  registry  in  the  "Livre  Terrien"  ceased  altogether, 
and  another  species  of  registry,  created  by  the  surveyor  general,  was  made  use  of.  When  Mr.  Soulard 
was  named  surveyor  he  found  it  necessary  to  organize  his  tiffice  and  adopt  such  a  sj'stem  as  appeared  to 
him  most  suitable  to  the  duties  which  he  had  to  perform,  and  to  the  interests  and  circumstances  of  the 
inhabitants.  He  had  received  no  other  directions  from  the  supieme  authority  at  New  Orleans  than  those 
contained  in  his  commission  of  surveyor  general,  which  is  expressed  in  very  general  terras,  and  defines 
not  at  all  his  functions,  or  the  mode  in  which  he  is  to  organize  his  department  or  keep  its  records.  Being 
thus  at  liberty  to  adopt  any  plan  which  to  him  migiit  appear  the  most  suitable,  he  discontinued  the  registry 
of  concessions  and  surveys  in  the  "  Livre  Terrien,"  and,  instead  thereof,  entered  each  survey  made  by 
him  or  his  subordinate  officers- in  a  book  kept  by  him  for  that  express  purpose. 

In  this  register  was  entered — 

1st.  Tlie  plat  of  survey. 

2d.  The  date  of  the  execution  of  the  survey,  and  (in  general)  the  name  of  the  person  who  surveyed. 
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3d.  The  date  uf  the  wanaiit,  order,  or  concession,  and  name  of  the  coniman<hint  or  lieutenant 
governor  ^'ho  made  it. 

4th.  The  date;  of  tlie  certificate  of  survey  issued  by  tlie  surveyor  general  to  the  i)erson  for  whom  llie 
survey  was  executed. 

This  was  the  uniform  practice  in  every  case  where  a  survey  was  made  in  pursuance  of  a  superior  order, 
down  to  the  time  when  ,Mr.  Soulard  ceased  to  bo  surveyor  and  delivered  up  the  al)ove  register  and  papers 
of  his  oflice,  including  the  Livrc  Terrien,  to  the  board  of  commissioners.  The  receipt  given  to  Mr. 
Soulard  for  these  books  and  jiapers  bears  date  the  lOtli  Jul}',  1806,  and  is  signed  bj'  the  clerk  of  the 
board  of  commissioners,  J.  V.  (iarnier. 

In  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  29th  February,  1806,  section  2,  all  the  plots  of  surveys 
and  all  other  papers  and  documents  pertaining-  to  the  office  of  surveyor  general  under  the  Spanish 
government,  were  delivered  to  the  principal  deputy  surveyor  of  the  United  State's;  and  by  the  above  act 
it  was  ]irovided  that  no  plot  of  survey  should  be  admitted  as  evidence  in  any  court  of  justice  unless 
certified  by  the  said  principal  deputy  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  record  in  his  ofHce. 

Thus  the  registry  kept  by  ilr.  Soulard  has  become  part  of  the  itublic  records  of  the  United  States 
and  its  authenticity  expressly  declared  and  recognized  by  the  above  act  of  Congress. 

The  same  sanction  has  been  given  by  other  acts  of  Congress.  Most  of  the  confirmations  made  under 
the  law  of  April  12,  1814,  are  based  upon  surveys  made  previous  to  March  10,  L804,  and  entered  b}'  the 
surveyor  general  (Soulard)  in  the  above  register.  Indeed,  in  no  case  of  conlirmation  under  the  act  of 
1S14  does  the  original  concession  appear  to  have  been  registered,  either  in  the  Livre  Terrien,  or  in  any 
other  book  of  record  under  the  Sjianish  government. 

Enough,  it  is  hoiied,  has  been  now  said  to  demonstrate  the  first  proposition — namely,  that  registry 
was  not  necessary  to  tlie  validity  of  an  original  concession. 

To  sustain  the  second  position,  viz  :  "That,  supposing  registry  to  have  been  necessary  to  give 
validity  to  the  concession  before  the  court,  such  registry  has  been  proved,"  it  is  only  necessary  to  refer 
to  what  has  been  already  stated. 

The  survej'or  general  in  this  case  followed  the  practice  adopted  liy  him  in  every  other.  Being  him- 
K<^!f  the  grantee,  he  kept,  as  he  had  a  right  to  do,  his  concession  among  Ids  other  title  deeds,  until  he 
found  it  convenient  to  have  it  located  and  surveyed.  When  the  survey  was  made  by  the  proper  officer, 
Mr.  Soulard  entered  it  in  his  registry  in  the  same  way  and  with  the  same  particularity  that  was  observed 
in  eveiy  other  entry  made  by  inm. 

Bj'  the  certified  copy  from  the  registry,  made  evidence  by  the  act  of  Congress  before  cited,  it  appears 
that  the  land  included  in  the  grant  was  surveyed  in  February,  1804,  bj-  Santiago  Rankin,  lieutenant  (or 
dejiuty)  surveyor,  by  virtue  of  a  decree  of  concession  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  Zenon  Trudeau,  for 
10,000  arpents,  dated  April  20,  1196,  and  that  tlie  certificate  of  survey  was  made  and  dated  on  March  8, 
1804,  which  was  also  the  date  of  the  entry  in  the  registry. 

This  survey  was  made,  as  has  been  proved  by  a  respectable  witness,  about  the  time  that  other 
surveys  were  made  by  the  same  deput}',  (Santiago  Rankin,)  which  surveys  were  registered  in  the  same 
book  and  in  the  same  form. 

Many  of  those  tracts  so  surveyed  by  Santiago  Rankin  under  the  acts  of  Congress  of  1807  and  1814, 
amongst  them  a  tract  of  15,000  arpents,  7,056  of  which  have  been  confirmed  by  the  recorder.  All  this  has 
been  shown  in  evidence,  and,  it  is  submitted,  removes  all  doubt  as  to  the  operation  in  favor  of  the  present 
claimant  of  the  survey  made  for  him  by  the  deputy,  Santiago  Rankin. 

Thus,  then,  if  registry  he  reejuired  as  an  essential  ingredient  in  the  present  case,  this  registry  has 
been  made — the  only  one  that,  by  any  law  of  Congress  or  any  Spanish  law,  usage  or  practice,  has  ever 
been  required. 

The  loss  of  the  certificate  of  survej'  in  this  case  cannot  affect  the  question,  inasmuch  as  the  entry  in 
the  registry  contains  everything  expressed  in  a  certificate,  as  will  appear  by  an  examination  of  cer- 
tificates existing  and  a  comparison  with  the  corresponding  matter  in  the  record. 

The  third  possible  ground  of  rejection,  namely:  "Disqualification  in  the  grantee,"  manifestly  does 
not  exist;  on  the  contrary,  as  has  been  observed,  his  quality  as  an  officer  of  the  Spanish  government 
must  now  create  a  presumption  of  his  merits.  Besides,  he  was  a  resident  of  Louisiana  when  the  grant 
was  made  to  him,  and  therefore  corresponds  with  the  description  in  the  law  of  Congress  (under  which 
this  court  sits)  of  a  competent  grantee. 

The  fourth  ground  of  possible  objection,  namely:  the  non-compliance  with  some  condition  in  the  con- 
cession is  equally  wanting.  There  is,  in  fact,  no  condition  unless  tliat  which  attended  every  grant  from 
the  King  of  Spain,  namely:  that  of  coid'orming  to  the  "  Reglamento  del  Asunto,"  or,  in  other  words, 
paying  the  taxes  to  which  the  property  might  by  law  be  subjected,  and  performing  the  duties  imposed  on 
the  proprietors  of  lands  in  Louisiana,  according  to  the  circumsta)ices  and  localities  of  the  land  granted. 
As  to  the  fifth  and  last  possible  ground  of  objection,  viz:  fraud  in  the  concession,  enough  has  been 
said  to  demonstrate  the  non-existence  of  it,  if,  in  any  case,  such  proof  were  necessary.  Fraud,  however,  is  to 
he  proved,  not  presitmexJ ;  and  if  the  United  States  rely  on  it  as  a  ground  of  rejection  they  are  bound  to 
show  it.     It  is  assumed  with  perfect  confidence  in  this  case  that  such  proof  is  impossible. 

Now  to  the  sixth  general  proposition  which  we  undertook  to  establish,  viz:  "That  this  concession  is 
protected  by  the  law  of  nations."  On  this  point,  after  what  has  been  already  urged,  it  must  be  quite 
unnecessary  to  expatiate.  In  a  country  conquered  by  force  of  arms  the  law  of  nations  protects  private 
property.  For  the  correctness  of  this  doctrine  Vattel  and  Blackstone  are  referred  to  as  being  familiar  to 
oiu-  recollection;  but  it  is  believed  that  every  writer  on  international  or  even  municipal  law  may  be  cited 
in  support  of  it.  How  much  stronger  is  the  claim  to  protection  in  the  present  case,  where  the  sovereignty 
of  the  United  States  over  Louisiana  was  the  result  of  a  voluntary  compact — of  a  solemn  treaty,  which 
guarantied  to  the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana  not  merely  their  property,  but  assured  to  them  and  their 
children  all  the  advantages  of  American  citizens  !  This  court,  therefore,  may  well  ground  the  confirma- 
tion on  the  law  of  nations,  which,  in  truth,  includes  all  the  other  grounds  of  confirmation  mentioned  in  the 
acts  of  Congress. 

The  seventh  and  last  proposition,  viz:  "That  this  grant  is  protected  by  the  acts  of  Congress  hereto- 
fore jiassed  on  the  subject  of  such  titles,"  can,  it  is  believed,  be  sustained  by  a  reference  to  those  acts. 

The  first  act  juissed  by  Congress,  of  March  26,  1804,  while  it  outrages  principle  in  declaring  to  be 
indl  and  void  all  grants  sulisequent  in  date  to  the  treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso,  l)y  a  proviso  saves  and  respects 
everv  honafidi'  grant  within  a  mile  squ.are  to  an  actual  settler,  even  subsequent  to  the  date  of  that  treaty. 
The  silence  of  this  act  as  to  the  bona  fide  grants  made  previous  to  the  above  date,  it  is  submitted,  may  be 
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WfU  coiistnunl  into  a  n'i.'(\u'nitiiju  of  them;  for  ceiiiiinly,  if  tlic  fiMinris  m!'  iIkiI  extraordinary  law  iliil  nol 
consitlei"  tliose  jvrants  i;'ooii  ami  v:ili(l  a^;  a^'aiiist  tlio  Uiiiled  States,  they  woiihl  hav<'  lieelareil  them  tn  he 
null  and  void  hi  the  same  eomiieiidhriis  style  in  which  t  lii'y  atl.  in|ili'd  lu  des|i;iteli  llie  ulheis.  If  this  l;ieil, 
recog'nition  he  achnitleil,  it  must  he  without  limitation  as  in  i|naiilily. 

15y  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  March  '2,  ISU.'i,  the  validity  ef  e\-ery  duly  i-ei^-jstered  wan-ant  or  ei-dei- 
of  survey  made  previous  to  (tctolier  1,  ISdO,  (the  date  nf  ihe  treaty  !•!' St.  lldelohs'>.)  iriUmiil  inn/  liiiii/ri/iniL 
a.s  to  qi(aiilili/,  pro\  ided  the  lands  j;'raMted  were  inhiduted  and  cidlivated  l>y  the  'j;T;inlee,  nr  some  |rerson 
for  his  use,  on  that  i-iay  is  aeknowled!j;ed  as  if  a  compliMe  title  had  lu-eii  vested  in  the  L^'r:inlee. 

r«v  the  third  sei-tionof  tln'ael  i.f  Mincli  :!,  1 SDT,  the  cipmnnssinners  were  investi'd  with  |>ewers  to 
decide  according'  lo  hiws  and  usages  of  the  f'rench  and  S[ianish  gnvi  innients  uiion  all  eoneessiuns  where; 
the  claim  was  made  liy  any  person  or  pi'isons.  or  the  re|iresenl;ili ve  ef  any  iiersnn  er  persons,  wlm  wcri' 
on  flu;  201  li  of  Decend'cr  inlia  hit  ants  of  I.euisiana.  and  to  conlirm  the  same  williin  a  h-ague  si  pi.  ire,  unless  a 
salt  spring  or  h?ad  mine  was  included,  and  which  I'onlirmation  was  lo    he  linal  iigainsi    tlie  I'niied  Slates. 

It  is  contended  that  the  above  two  acts  of  180.'>  and  1^07  have  eslnhlished  a  piinei|ile  w  hii-h  protects 
every  bonajidr  o-cant.  Those  acts  cannot  he  construed  to  have  confened  ;iny  oi  igimil  I  il  le  on  the  claimant. 
They  are  hy  ue  means  demitlve.  'I'ln'v  only  recognize  a  )ire-e.\isting  right  in  thi'  c  lainninl,  and  iipmi  Ihiit 
g'round  contirm  il.  In  the  law  of  ISOo  every  duly  rogislereil  warrant  ornider  ef  siir\-ey,  ;is  llieii'in 
dcscrilied,  is  recognized  as  valid.  In  thi'  law  ef  IMIT  every  (.'oncession  made  according  to  law  and  usage, 
to  the  extent  <if  a  league  sipiare,  is  confirmed,  'fhese  laws,  -while  they  so  recognize  the  concessions  and 
warrants,  do  not  declare  tliat  in  the  om-  case  wiuil  ef  pi.ssessiou  shall  annul  a  waiiant.  er  in  ihe  uihei- 
that  the  eonccssicui  lieyond  a  league  si  pi  a  re  is  mdl  and  \-oid,  oi-  that  it  is  vuid  he  cause  ;i  suit  spii  ng  e^r  lead 
mine  is  included  in  it.  On  the  contrary,  they  recognize  the  warrants  and  eom-essinns  in  the  ahslracl,  and 
give  etVect  to  them  as  cnmplet.e  titles,  uiinii  certain  conditions  in  the  one  ense.  and  \vitliniil  any  condilieiis 
but  within  a  limited  I'.xtent  in  the  other,  providi.'d  no  salt  spring  or  lead  mine  he  included.  (  lleie  may  be 
cited  Francois  Tayon's  claim  of  10,000  arpents,  7,0.j(>  arpi-nts  of  which  an-  contlrmed.  anl  varieiis  uthi  rs; 
also  a  tract  of  15,000  arpents  granted  to  XI.  1'.  Lednc.  already  mentioned  in  p;i.ge  'Jl.l 

By  the  same  act  of  1807  those  concessions  which  are  not  eonlirnied.  or  are  eiily  in  part  conlirined,  are 
reserved  for  future  decision,  as  appears  by  the  seventh  section  of  that  act,  which  directs  the:  commissioners 
to  report  and  to  classify  them  as  therein  mentioned. 

it  is  manifest,  therefore, 

1st.  That  if  the  present  concession  had  been  before  the  board,  it  ought  to  liavc  been  rontlrmed  under 
the  act  of  1807,  within  a  league  sipiare. 

2d.  That  the  principle'  estaldislied  bv  said  act.  and  bv  that  of  IS05.  )irotecls  it  in  its  whole  extent  of 
10,000  arpents. 

The  act  of  April  12,  1814,  would  still  more  clearly  confirm  this  claim  within  a  league  square  if  il  had 
been  submitted  to  the  recorder  and  was  included  in  the  re]iort  of  the  commissioners,  because, 

1st.  It  is  an  incomplete  .grant  made  prior  to  .March  10,  1S04,  for  lands  lying  within  the  Territery  of 
Missouri  to  a  person  at  that  date  a  resident  in  Louisiana. 

2d.  It  ■^\'as  actually  located  and  surveyed  within  the  Territory  of  Missouri  before  March  10,  1804. 

It  is  submitted,  also,  that  the  above  act  furnishes,  as  well  as  the  acts  before  referred  to,  a  |n-iiiciple 
which  recognizes  the  legality"  of  the  concessirui  in  its  whole  I'xteiit. 

In  conclusion  of  our  observations  in  support  of  the  seventh  iiroposition,  we  can  sately  assert  that  the 
present  claim  or  concession,  in  its  terms  and  circumstances,  is  cither  exactly  similar  to  or  exceeds  in  pnint 
of  merit  the  greater  number  of  those  whieli  have  been  confirmed  by  the  board  of  c  iiniiiissioiieis  and  the 
recorder,  under  the  laws  above  referred  to;  and  it  is  therefore  to  be  inferred  that  if  the  claim  had  been 
submitted  to  either  of  these  tribunals  it  would,  eipially  with  the  rest,  have  been  confirmed. 

Having-  thus  endeavored  to  demonstrate  that  the  claim  before  the  court  possesses  all  the  in.gredients 
and  fulfils  all  the  conditions  which,  in  the  contemplation  of  the  act  of  Cong-ress,  entitle  it  to  contirmation, 
we  should  here  conclude  our  argument  did  we  not  consider  it  proper  to  advert  to  certain  re.gulations 
concernin.g  the  grantin.g-  of  lands  in  Liuiisiaiia  made  by  the  governors  general,  U'lleilly  and  Ga^'oso,  and 
the  intendant  g'eneral.  Morales. 

To  tliose  regulations  have  been  ascribed  a  bearing  and  effect  on  the  Missouri  land  claims  to  which  a 
very  slight  examination  will  prove  that  they  are  not  at  all  entitled.  Indeed,  takiu.g  into  view  tiie  terms 
of  the  act  under  which  this  court  adjudicates,  it  may  well  lie  contended  that  those  regulations  are  excluded 
altogether  from  its  consideration.  I?y  this  act,  in  its  first  section,  the /a^rs,  KSf/r/c.s,  and  cuMoms :  in  its 
second  section,  the  lairs  and  u;Y/i(m)ie('.s  of  the  .government  "from  which  the  claim  is  alle.ged  to  be  derived,'' 
are  to  be  the  rule  of  decision.  Now  -n-e  respectfully  contend  that  the  regulations  of  those  officers  above 
mentioned  are  neither  usages,  laws,  or  ordinances,  but  merely  temporary  and  local  regtdations,  not  in  any 
respect  binding  on  the  successor  of  the  person  who  made  them,  and  by  that  person  only  occasionally 
enforced  or  regarded.  , 

To  ascertain  the  distinction  between  these  regulations  and  a  law  or  ordinance,  we  can  refer  lo  Morales 
iiimself.  In  the  preamble  to  his  famous  regulation  of  July  17,  179i».  (a  coiiy  of  which,  in  the  ori.ginal 
Spanish  and  French,  is  ready  to  be  produced  to  the  court.)  he  refers  to  the  laws  and  ordinances  ot  the 
King,  and  immediately  after  to  the  rcrjulationx  of  OT'etUy  and  of  Gayoso,  which  regulations,  he  observes, 
he  has  examined  with  attention.  He  mentions  the  laws  and  (irdiiianee.s  as  absolutely  binding  on  him,  while 
he  speaks  of  the  regulalions  of  the  governors  .general  as  merely  entitled  to  his  attention. 

Besides  this  construction  of  Morales,  we  rely  upon  the  known  and  exclusive  meaning  of  the  words 
laws  and  ordinances  (ieyes  y  ordenanzas)  in  the  Spanish  code  and  under  the  Spanish  government,  and 
•we  therefore  suppose  that  those  words  were  used  in  the  Sjiaiiish  acceptation  by  the  (Jon.gress  ot  the  I  niti'd 
States. 

But  supposing  those  regulations  (particularly  those  of  Morales)  to  bo  either  laws,  ordinances,  or 
simply  rpgulafions  haiing  (Im  force  of  law,  we  submit  that,  to  show  their  applicability  to  Ujipcr  Louisiana, 
it  must  appear  that  they  were  published  or  iiromulgated  in  that  province.  This  has  not  been,  nor  can  he 
done,  for  the  proof  exists  to  the  contrary.  AVe  have  proved  by  living  witnesses  of  the  first  respectability 
that  the  re.gulations  of  .Morales,  so  far  i'rom  having  been  proniul.g-ated,  were  sent  back  by  the  lieutenant 
governor  to  Morales,  with  a  remonstrance  and  various  written  objections  to  their  operation,  and  that  the 
intendant  never  replied  to  those  objections,  or  insisted  on  enforcing  his  regulations  in  Upper  Louisiana. 
And  here  it  may  be  remarked,  as  a  proof  that  tlie  regulations  of  Morales  were  not  known  as  law  in  Upper 
Louisiana  at  the  date  of  the  cession,  that,  among   the    laws  and  regulations  of  the  Spanish   government 
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furnished  to  the  commissioners  by  tiie  g-overnnient  of  tlie  United  States,  the  regulations  of  Morales  were 
never  included,  nor  ever  noticed  at  all  by  those  commissioners. 

But  supposing-  those  regulations  were  to  have  been  promulgated  in  Upper  Louisiana,  a  very  slight 
inspection  will  show  that  they  cannot  affect  the  present  claim. 

The  rc"-ulations  of  O'Keilly,  the  first  Spanish  governor  of  Louisiana,  bear  date  the  18th  February, 
mO:  at  that  date  the  settlement  of  Upper  Louisiana  had  hardly  commenced.  It  was  in  the  year  1765 
that  the  first  cabin  was  built  in  St.  Louis.  The  population  of  Upper  Louisiana  was  then  too  thin  to  be 
the  object  of  such  complex  regulations,  or  almost  of  organized  government.  Besides,  the  regulations  of 
O'Reilly,  which  consist  of  twelve  articles,  are,  the  greater  number,  specifically  restricted  in  operation 
to  the  island  of  Orleans,  Opelousas,  Attakapas,  and  Natchitoches;  no  mention  whatever  is  made  in  them 
of  Upper  Louisiartft.  These  regulations  are  noticed  in  Stoddard's  excellent  work  on  Louisiana.  In  page 
252,  Stoddard  observes  that  "  the  regulations  of  O'Keilly  were  totally  inapplicable  to  that  part  of  the 
country  and  the  Spani.sh  authorities  there  always  conceded  land  on  principles  not  derived  from  them." 
Here  we  will  observe  that  the  authority  of  Stoddard  has  been  acknowledged  by  the  most  enlightened  men 
as  descrvin"-  of  respect;  and  as  a  record  of  sound  opinion  and  historic  fact,  we  feel  justified  in  calling  the 
attention  of  the  court  to  his  work  on  Louisiana. 

The  ret'-ulations  of  Gayoso  are  equally  inapplicable,  in  a  great  many  of  their  provisions,  to  Upper 
Louisiana,  and  in  those  which  are  apjilicable,  are  intended  to  be  in  force  only  as  to  new  settl 


Those  instructions  are  specifically  styled  by  their  author,  "Instructions  to  be  observed  by  comman- 
('ants  of  ]iosts  in  this  province  for  the  admission  of  7ieu'  settlers." 

The  instructions,  translated  into  English,  are  to  be  found  in  the  Ajipendi.x  to  the  Land  Laws,  page  21, 
No.  13;  also  in  Geyers  Digest,  page  43«. 

To  show  that  the  regulations  of  Gayoso  are  inapplicable,  we  shall  refer  to  his  own  decision  as  con- 
clusive. 

In  a  former  part  of  this  argument  we  adduced,  in  proof  of  the  authoritj^  of  the  lieutenant  governor  to 
make  the  concession  now  under  discussion,  a  complete  title  made  by  Gayoso  on  an  original  concession 
by  Zenon  Trudeau,  dated  19th  November,  179(5,  to  one  Kegis  Loisel,  tbr  1,480  ar])ents.  In  the  requete  or 
petition  upon  which  this  grant  is  made.  Regis  Loisel  styles  himself  "a  trader  of  this  town,"  (negociant 
de  cette  ville,)  of  St.  Louis. 

Now,  the  11th  article  of  those  regulations  directs  that  "no  lands  shall  be  granted  to  traders;  as  they 
live  in  towns,  they  do  not  want  them." — (  Vide  said  regulations  as  above.) 

This  authority,  it  is  presumed,  precludes  the  necessity  of  any  further  remark  on  the  subject  of 
Gayoso's  regulations.  We  shall  therefore  proceed  to  consider  those  of  Morales,  which,  in  fact,  are  those 
upon  which  tlic  stress  has  been  laid  in  recent  discussion  on  the  subject  of  Spanish  land  claims. 

In  the  first  place  it  is  to  be  observed  that,  in  the  preamble  to  his  regulations,  which  are  dated  July 
17,  1799,  he  declares  his  intention  to  conform,  in  the  execution  of  the  duties  imposed  on  him,  (by  the 
roj-al  order  of  tiu^  22d  October,  1798,)  to  the  81st  article  of  the  ordinance  of  the  iutendants  of  New  Spain, 
the  regulations  of  the  year  1754,  cited  in  the  said  article,  and  the  laws  respecting  it. 

The  ordinance  relative  to  the  intendants  of  New  Spain  was  publislied  in  178t),  and  invested  them 
with  the  power  of  selling  and  distributing  the  royal  hinds,  "acting  in  those  aflairs,  as  also  their  sub-dele- 
gates and  others,  in  conformity  with  the  royal  instructions  of  the  IStii  October,  1754."  (This  ordinance, 
in  the  original  Spanish,  and  translated  into  English,  is  ready  to  be  produced  to  the  court.) 

It  will  be  recollected  that  by  the  r2th  article,  before  cited,  of  the  ordirjance  of  1754,  which  became 
applicable,  and  was  declared  by  royal  order  (as  recited  in  the  preamble  to  Morales'  regulations)  of  the 
24th  August,  1770,  to  be  applicable  to  Louisiana,  the  j.iower  of  granting  ciimplete  titles  to  lands  was 
vested  in  the  g-overnor  general,  who  was  bound  t(.)  conform  to  the  general  directions  of  the  ordinance  of 
1754. 

This  power  was  accordingly  exercised  by  the  governors  general  of  Louisiana,  (being  the  same  exer- 
cised since  1780  in  Kew  Spain  by  the  intendants)  down  to  the  22d  October,  1798,  when  it  was  given  to 
the  intendant  general.  Morales. 

It  follows,  therefore,  that  no  greater  power  was  vested  in  Morales  than  the  intendants  of  New  Spain 
possessed,  who  themselves  were  bound  by  the  ordinance  of  1754. 

It  is  evident  from  this  that  no  construction  should  be  given,  if  any  other  can  consist  with  their 
terms,  to  the  regulations  of  Morales,  which  is  inconsistent  with  the  above  ordinance. 

Keeping  this  rule  in  our  eye,  we  shall  pass  in  rapid  review  those  regulations. 

It  is  only  necessary  to  read  the  1st,  3d,  4th,  8th,  9th,  10th,  11th,  12th,  13th,  15th,  16th,  34th,  35th, 
36th,  being  1*4  out  of  28  articles,  to  be  convinced  that  they  never  wei-e  intended  to  apply  to  Louisiana. 
The  local  circumstances  to  which  they  refer  did  not  exist  in  that  province;  and  provisions  on  the  subject 
of  applying  for  titles  within  the  time  therein  mentioned  would  be  absurd,  and  as  the  means  of  connnunication 
between  New  Orleans  then  existed,  pliysically  impracticable. 

In  a  recent  publication,  signed  Jno.  B.  C.  Lueas,  which  appeared  in  the  Enquirer  newspaper  of  the 
30th  of  August  last,  the  wi-iter  appears  to  be  of  opinion  that  the  15th  article  of  those  regulations  deprived 
the  lieutenant  governor  of  the  power  of  making  original  concessions.  He  observes  that  "he  never  has 
been  able  to  see  the  letter  of  otHce  or  document  from  the  intendant,  authorizing  the  commandants  of  posts 
to  issue  concessions;  on  the  contrary,  the  15th  article  of  the  regulations  of  the  intendant  provides  that 
'  all  concessions  shall  be  given  in  the  name  of  the  King  by  the  intendant  general  of  this  province,  who 
shall  order  the  surveyor  general  or  one  particularly  named  by  him,  to  make  the  survey,'"  &c.  He  then 
says  "  that  the  2d  article  of  the  same  regulations  specifies  that  '  if  in  the  posts  the  connnandants  shall 
state  that  the  land  asked  for  is  vacant  and  belongs  to  the  domain,  and  that  the  petitioner  has  obtained 
permission  of  the  government  to  establish  himself — and  declares  himself  perfectlj'  at  a  loss  to  know  how 
it  comes  that  the  commandants  fif  posts  have  presumed  to  issue  concessions  as  sub-delegates  of  the  in- 
tendant when  that  power  is  lodged  by  the  ordinance  of  St.  Lorenzo,  solely  and  exclusively,  in  the  intendant, 
when  he  declares  expressly  that  he  retains  it." 

Now  it  is  evident  from  the  above  observations  that  Mr.  Lucas  had  totally  lost  sight  when  he  wrote 
them,  or  was  not  aware  of  the  ordinance  of  1754  and  that  relating  to  the  intendants  of  New  Spain  of 
1786,  before  observed  on.  If  he  had  ever  read  those  ordinances  he  would  have  known  that  "no  letter  of 
office  or  document  from  the  intendant"  was  necessary  to  authorize  the  lieutenant  governors  of  Upper 
Louisiana  to  issue  concessions.  On  the  contrary,  he  would  have  known  that  the  intendant  had  no  power 
to  deprive  the  lieutenant  governors  of  the  faculty  if  even  he  the  intendant  wished  so  to  do.  The  power 
of  making  those  original  concessions  or  warrants  of  survey  was  vested,  at  least  since  the  year   1700,  in 
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tlio  suli-<lL'li',i;'Htcs,  ;is  ;ip|io:ir.s  by  the  5tli  articlo  "f  the  niiliniiTH-r  ..f  Hfil,  which  r..nrirnis  all  lilies 
t,rif/iiia/cd  hi/  Hi'iii  iVuin  thiil  date.  By  the  same  onliiianrc,  Ihi-  pown  <>['  ori.;-iiialii;,i;-  lilies  is,  in  cxiircss 
terms,  CDiitinued  to  the  sub-ilelej;-ales,  (miiiisti-iis  suli-ilele,!i-ailos.)  The  lieiiteuaiil  ;;'<'\ niiMi-  ,,f  I  |i|,cr 
LduisiaiKi  was,  riiiidc  officii,  KulHliii-ijatc,  and  dei'ivcMl  his  pnwer,  when  (tncr  (i/iji'iiiilr,l,  iml  liom  any 
speeilic  perijussiini  or  aiiliuirity  ^'iveii  by  the  i;-()vernor  !;-eiieral  ni-  inlendani,  Iml  IV^'hi  llie  iip\al  didinanees 
which  ivyuhited  and  ilelined  his  t'liiictiuiis. 

It  is  evident,  therelbre,  that  this  Ifilli  artieh'  niusi,  i-onsislent  ly  willi  llie  nKliuaiiecuf  n.">4,  either 
refer  to  Now  Orleans  alone  and  Lower  l^onisiana.  if  il  means  by  concessions  ori,Li,'inal  i^ianls,  or,  what  is 
the  more  rational  construction,  il  ninst  refei-  exclusively  to  coinph'le  lilies,  in  which  case  il  m-vv  in-ai'ly 
contbrnis  to  the  ordinance  of  I  7o4  and  that  of  l"S(i. 

To  explain  the  meaninjv  of  iMorales  ill  Ihe  "Jd  re;;-nlation,  il  maybe  obsei-vcd  that  connnandaiits  of 
posts  were  not  necessarily  snl)-d(deg-ates,  and  that,  this  hitler  .piality  alone  inlillr.l  thi'in  to  issue  conces- 
sions. In  Upper  Louisiana,  for  instam-e,  the  comniaiuhnit  of  the  post  of  ,S|.  Andre  was  nol  a  sub-dide^'ale, 
and  he  therefore  could  only  repoil  that  the  laml  asked  for  was  vacant,  and  that  the  denianilant  was  such 
;i  person  as  lie  re|H-eseiitcil  liiinself  to  be,  upon  which  report  the  lieiilcnaiil  ^-oveuior,  as  siili-clclfi/njr, 
oriyinaled  the  title,  or,  in  oliicr  words,  niaile  the  coneession,  which,  in  due  coiiisi',  was  to  be  conlirined  at 
New  Orleans,  "'I'lie  coniinandanls  of  posts,"  thei-efore,  iiienl  imied  in  the  -Jd  i  ei;iilal  ion,  ami  upon  uliieli 
Mr.  Lucas  relies,  must  mean  coiniuandants  .s//»y//)/,  and  not  siib-delei;'ates.  In  this  way  .\biiales  is  con- 
sistent with  the  ordinances,  and  in  no  other. 

It  may  be  proper  to  observe  that,  I'roui  the  situation  which  Mr.  Lucas  h(d<l  as  eoniniissioiu'r,  and  the 
fact  that  he  is  now  an  adverse  party  to  one  of  the  petitions  tiled  in  this  court,  his  publications  and  objec- 
tions have  been  deemed  wortliy  of  notici'.  The  subject  is  novel,  somewhat  iiivoU-ed,  and  it  was  feared 
that  plausible  objections,  coming-  from  such  a  quarter,  nii.e'ht  meet  with  more  attention  and  respect  than, 
when  thoroughly  examined,  they  deservi'. 

The  other  articles  of  those  regulations  appear  to  have  been  framed  for  the  sole  |jiirpose  of  drawing 
money  into  the  cotfer.s  of  the  government,  or  rather  of  its  ollicers  at  New  Orleans,  and  are  manifestly  in 
opposition  to  the  spirit  and  jirinciple  upon  which*  the  government  of  Upper  Louisiana  was  therebifore 
administered.  The  object  of  the  governors  general  had  been  (particularly  from  the  I'ommenccment  of  the 
administration  of  the  Baron  de  (Jaroudelet)  to  facilitate  the  coloni/.ation  of  I'pper  Louisiana.  For  that 
purpose  the  greatest  encouragement  was  held  out  to  settlers,  and  lands  were  granted  to  tiiem  upon  terms 
the  least  onerous  and  expensive  possible.  The  original  concession  was  made,  it  is  believed,  without  any 
charge  for  fees  of  office  or  of  any  other  description. 

Sales  of  land  by  the  government  of  Spain  were  unknown  in  LTp[ier  Louisiana,  and  the  grants  made  were 
universally  either  as  recompenses  for  services  or  gifts,  (mercedes,)  or  in  consideration  of  and  to  encourage 
agricultural  or  other  industry.  It  is  not,  therefore,  to  be  wondered  at  that  those  regulations  were  objected 
to  by  the  lieutenant  .governor  of  Upper  Louisiana,  or  protested  against  by  the  cabildo  at  New  Orleans. 

But  supposing  for  a  moment  that  those  complex  and  oppressive  regulations  were  seriously  intended 
by  Morales  to  be  enforced,  it  by  no  means  follows  that  his  intentions  are  binding  on  this  tribunal.  If  it 
he  nwnit'cst  that,  at  an}/ jjoiiit  of  linw  sub^eqitnil  to  the  date  of  the  concession,  the  Spanish  government 
would  have  contirmed  the  grant  without  loading  its  confirmation  with  the  charges  and  fonnalities  invented 
by  Morales,  this  court  is  bound  now  to  decree  conlirmation  in  the  same  liberal  spirit. 

Indeed,  when  we  examine  the  I8th,  19th,  20th,  21st,  and  22d  articles  of  the  regulations  of  Morales, 
it  is  manifest  that,  giving  to  them  at  this  date  the  most  plenary  operation,  the  claimant  would  be  entitled 
to  a  complete  title  on  the  ground  of  compromise  to  be  made  with  reference  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
case.  The  circumstances,  it  will  be  admitted,  are  all  in  favor  of  the  claimant.  The  expenses  to  wdiich  he 
has  been  subjected;  the  deprivation  of  rights  wliicli  he  has  sustained;  the  delay  of  justice;  the  many 
years  that  have  elapsed  since  that  treaty  was  made,  which  ought,  if  it  had  been  observed,  at  once  to  have 
given  to  the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana  the  substantial  enjoyment  of  their  property,  so  solemnly  guarantied 
to  them  by  its  third  article — all  those  circumstances,  even  upon  the  ground  of  compromise,  to  which  even 
Morales's  regulations  entitle  thera,  it  is  repeated,  bring  the  claimants  within  the  protection  of  the  act  under 
which  this  court  is  to  adjudicate. 

It  is  supposed  that  there  can  be  no  great  necessity  for  demonstrating  that  the  regulations  of  Morales, 
supposing  them  to  have  any  value,  can  be  on\y  prospectii-e  in  their  operation,  and  that  they  cannot  impair 
the  validity  of  any  incomplete  title  or  concession  made  previous  to  their  date. 

To  remove  all  doubt  on  this  point  we  shall  here  refer  to  the  authority  of  Morales  himself,  as  we  have 
already  done  in  a  former  part  of  the  argument,  to  demonstrate  his  recognition  of  the  power  ol  the 
lieutenant  governor  to  grant. 

We  therefore  call  fiack  the  attention  of  tlic  court  to  the  three  complete  titles  made  by  M(irales  before 
cited : 

The  1st  for  900  ariients,  on  a  concession  by  Zenon  Trudeau. 

The  2d  for  1,042  arpents,  on  a  concession  bj'  same. 

The  3d  for  8,000  arpents,  on  a  concession  by  same. 

The  first  two  dated  April  28,  1802;  the  third  dated  June  5,  1802. 

The  language  used  by  Morales  in  those  complete  titles  is  conclusive  to  show  that  he  never  intended 
their  operation  to  be  retrospective.  Ho  says  that  the  grantee,  "  having  complied  with  all  the  formalities 
and  obligations  required,  inasmuch  as  this  concession  is  anterior  in  date  to  the  last  regulation  pub- 
lished by  this  intendancy,"  prays  for  a  corresponding  complete  title,  (habiendo  cumplido  cnn  las  formali- 
dades,  y  obligaciones  prevenidos  por  scr  esta  concesion  anterior  a  las  ultimas  disposiciones  del  reglamento 
publicado  poi-  esta  intendencia.)  The  "  last  regulations"  meant  by  Morales  are  those  upon  which  wo  have 
been  observing;  none  others,  it  is  believed,  have  even  been  published  by  him. 

With  this  decision  of  Morales  we  shall  close  our  remarks  on  his  regulations. 

In  the  argument  above  submitted  we  have  relied  on  laws  and  usages,  which,  in  an  (jrdinary  court  ol 
justice,  deciding  on  the  narrowest  grounds,  would,  we  conceive,  entitle  the  claimant  to  a  decree  in  his 
favor. 

But  we,  with  great  respect,  submit  that  this  court  has  a  duty  to  perform  which  transcends  the  limits 
of  ordinary  jurisdiction — the  high  duty  of  expounding  and  giving  operation  to  international  compacts  and 
solemn  treaties. 

We  have  already  spoken  of  the  treaty  of  cession  of  1803,  but  we  conceive  that  not  only  this  treaty, 
but  those  of  1702  and  1800,  between  France  and  Spain,  are  important  to  be  considered. 

The  treaty  of  1762,  by  wdiich  Louisiana  was  ceded  by  France  to  Spain,  has  never  been  published. 
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The  character  of  thi>;  treaty  and  (;ircumstances  attending;  it  aro,  however,  matter  of  historj'.  It  was  a 
species  of  I'aiiiily  compact,  wliich,  though  it  may  have  answered  the  purpose  of  tlie  monarch  who  transferred 
his  vassals,  did  by  no  means  jdeasc  tiie  inhaViitants  of  Louisiana.  This  was  felt  by  the  King-  of  France, 
and  everything-  was  done  on  liis  jiait  that  could  reconcile  his  subjects  to  the  new  yoke  to  which  they  were 
compelled  to  snlniiit. 

The  letter  of  the  King-  of  Frani-e  to  M.  D'Abadie,  director  general  and  commandant  for  his  Majesty  in 
Louisiana,  demonstrates  this,  and  may  well  be  considered  a  publication  of  that  part  of  the  treaty  of  Fon- 
tainebleau  which  immediately  concerned  the  inhabitants  (if  Louisiana,  and  those  rights  and  interests  which, 
by  the  operation  of  the  treaty,  might  have  been  endangered  or  afl'ected. 

This  letter  bears  date  at  Versailles,  April  21,  1T04,  and  was  published  at  New  Orleans  in  October  of 
the  same  year.  In  this  letter  the  King-  assures  the  inhabitants  "  that  all  the  grant.s  made  by  the  gov- 
ernors and  directors  of  the  colony  shall  be  holden  and  taken  as  confirmed  by  iiis  Catholic  Majesty,  even 
thoug-h  not  yet  confirmed  by  him." — (Vide  Appendix  to  Land  Laws  of  the  United  States,  page  8,  No.  2.) 

The  assurance  thus  given  has  been  religiously  observed  by  the  Spanish  authorities  in  Louisiana,  wlio, 
no  doubt,  considered  it  as  a  part  of  the  treaty,  and  equally  binding  on  the  conscience  and  honor  of  the 
Spanish  monarch. 

The  observations  we  have  offered  on  the  treaty  of  Fontainebleau  are  applicable  to  that  of  St.  Ildelbnso: 
the  same  ungracious  transfer,  the  same 'unceremonious  conveyance  of  territory  and  people,  and  therefore 
the  same  causes  of  disgust  and  mortification  to  the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana. 

The  Spanish  government  in  that  province  had  elfectually  succeeded  in  effacing  all  trace  of  attachment 
to  the  ancient  French  connexion.  The  mildness  and  justice  of  the  Spanish  rule  had  entirely  reconciled 
the  inhal.)itants  to  the  domination  of  Spain,  and  made  them  look  with  the  same  disgust  and  apprehension 
to  the  retrocession  to  France  as  they  had  felt  forty  years  before  for  their  transfer  by  France  to  Spain. 

Besides,  the  population  of  Louisiana  had  in  that  interval  been  in  a  great  measure  recomposed. 

In  17(>2  it  was  universally  French  in  birth,  language,  and  habits:  in  1800  it  was  comparatively  Spanish. 

Encourage<l  by  the  advantages  held  out  by  Spain,  a  multitude  of  Spanish  subjects  of  either  hemisphere 
flocked  to  Louisiana.  The  public  offices  were  filled  by  them,  and  a  great  jiortion  of  the  property  had 
passed  into  their  possession.  They  therefore  viewed  with  all  the  prejudices  of  Spaniards  the  retrocession 
to  France,  and  naturally  [n-eferred  the  nnld  sway  of  the  Spanish  monarch  to  what  they  deemed  the  military 
despotism  of  Na|)ole(.in  Bomqiarte. 

This,  as  in  1763,  was  foreseen  by  the  contracting-  parties,  and  every  efl'oit  was  made  to  reconcile  the 
people  of  Louisiana  to  their  new  master. 

In  this  point  of  view  the  proclamation  of  Salcedo  and  Casa  Calvo  (commissioners  of  the  King  of 
Spain  for  the  delivery  of  the  colony  to  the  i^rench  authorities)  is  analogous  to  the  letter  of  Louis  XV  to 
D'Abadie.     It  had  a  similar  object  and  was  couched  in  nearly  the  same  language. 

This  proclamation  (as  has  been  proved  in  this  case)  was  published  with  all  due  solemnity  to  New 
Orleans  and  St.  Louis,  and  was  sent  to  all  the  commandants  of  posts  in  Upper  and  Lower  Louisiana,  to 
be  by  them  communicated  to  the  inhabitants. 

The  commissioners  in  this  proclamatiim,  in  the  same  terms  used  by  Louis  in  his  letter  to  M.  D'Abadie, 
assure  the  people  of  Louisiana  that  all  their  eoncessiuns  shall  remain  good  and  valid,  ecea  those  not  confirmed 
by  tlie  King  of  Spain. 

This  ]iri:>clamation,  having  been  tacitly  assented  to  by  the  French  government,  must  be  taken  as 
an  authorized  interpretation  of  the  treaty  of  St.  Udefonso.  If,  then,  Spain  felt  herself  bfmnd  by  the  letter 
of  Louis  to  his  representative,  and  France  assented  to  the  proclamation  of  the  Spanish  commissioners,  it 
seems  to  follow  that  the  United  States,  who  have  succeeded  the  French  republic  in  Louisiana,  are  bound 
to  respect  the  Spanish  guarantee,  and  to  adopt  the  construction  which  has  been  given  to  the  treaty  of  St. 
Udefonso  by  the  governments  who  were  parties  to  it. 

Inasmuch  as  the  proclamation  of  Salcedo  and  Casa  Calvo  was  a  public  and  official  act,  the  U^nited 
States  must  be  deemed  to  have  had  full  and  timely  knowledge  of  it,  and  might  have  protested  against  it. 
This  was  not  done,  and  consequently  the  inhaViitants  of  Louisiana  were  justified  in  supposing  that  the 
objection  which  the  proclamation  created  devolved  on  the  United  States  when  the  sovereignty  of  the 
country  became  vested  in  them. 

It  would  now,  therefore,  be  a  breach  of  faith  to  declare  this  assurance  to  be  a  nullity.  All  those 
inhabitants  of  Louisiana  wdio,  relying  on  the  protection  of  the  treaty  of  St.  Udefonso  as  proclaimed  by  the 
roj'al  commissioners,  elected  to  become  American  citizens,  would  be  the  victims  of  this  perfidious  doctrine. 
Many  of  those  inhabitants  were  meritorious  servants  of  the  Spanish  crown,  and  had  an  undoubted  right 
to  its  future  protection.  This  right,  of  course,  became  forfeited  by  the  transfer  of  their  allegiance  to  the 
United  States,  and  there  then  remained  to  them  no  other  fruit  of  their  allegiance  to  Spain  than  the  grants 
already  made  to  them  by  that  government,  and  which  they  were  justified  in  supposing  were  virtually 
confirmed  by  the  treaty  under  which  they  became  American  citizens. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  reliance  on  the  faith  of  treaties  has  not  been  confirmed  by  the  event. 
Already  twenty  years  have  elapsed,  and  grants  made  for  services  rendered  are  still  unconfirmed.  A  con- 
firmation at  this  day  cannot  repair  the  mischief  and  injustice  of  this  long-  delay  ;  for  what  can  compensate 
twenty  j'ears  of  human  existence  wasted  in  disappointed  hope  and  galling  penury?  The  decree  may 
restore  to  the  injured  claimaid  the  possession  of  his  lawful  property,  but  it  can  do  no  more. 

As  an  additional  argument  in  favor  of  a  liberal  construction  of  titles  such  as  the  present,  we  rely 
also  on  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  present  law,  and  all  the  former  laws  of  Congress  on  the  same  subject. 
The  character  of  all  of  them  is  essentially  remedial.  AVlien,  therefore,  in  anj'  of  those  laws  a  principle  of 
protection  is  conceded  by  Congress,  it  is  submitted  that  the  claimant  in  this  court  is  entitled  to  the  benefit 
of  that  principle.  In  no  other  rational  sense  can  the  pnjvision  in  the  present  act  be  understood,  which 
authorizes  the  court  to  frame  its  decree  as  well  with  reference  to  those  laws  as  to  any  other  law  or  usage. 

It  has  been  contended  at  the  bar  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  that  a  penal  or  disqualifying  eft'ect 
should  be  given  to  certain  of  those  acts  of  Congress.  This  position  it  has  been  the  duty  of  the  counsel 
for  the  claimant  to  refute  in  argument,  and  is  here  noticed  only  on  account  of  its  self  evident  error. 

In  this  note  of  our  argument  we  have  omitted  a  variety  of  auxiliary  topics  dwelt  on  at  the  bar. 
This  omission  will  not,  however,  aflect  our  general  reasoning:  our  object  has  been  to  give  a  concise 
analysis,  rather  than  a  full  report  of  what  we  have  spoken.  We  are  not  at  present  aware  that  in  our 
anxiety  to  be  brief  we  have  overlooked  any  part  of  the  question.  If,  however,  some  link  of  argument 
should  still  be  wanting,  we  prav  that  the  defect  may  be  pointed'  out,  and  we  shall  endeavor  to  amend  it. 

-     '  ■  Ij.  F..  LAWLESS,  Coun.'<el  for  Petitioner. 
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Priyhnualimt   of  thr    ('iim>iii.-ir'iiii)rj:-<  nf  tin'    h'liu/  nf  Sjkiui    In  Ihi-  iirnjilf  nl'   /,iiiii.<i(iiiii,  mi  Ihr  cr.<.<ii,ii    uf'  llml 

jiriiriiicr  III   Ihr   Fniirli    J/i-piililir. 

Don  Miunicl  ill'  Salreild,  liri,i;';iilirr  iif  llir  inyal  aniiics.  ,i;ovirncir,  civil  ami  inililaiy.  <>{'  the  iirMviiiccs 
uf  Louisiana  ami    W'l'stciii    I'loiiila,  ins|iri-l(ir  uf  the  liiiii|is   ami    inililia   llicimt,  vicr-iiat  n.n  iMval,  jiiilt;-i', 

suli-delegate  of  the  i;-cncral   iiiteuileucy  of ,  <.Vi'.,  and    l>iin   Scliastirii   Calvo  do   la  I'ucira  y  n  I'aiTill, 

Mariiuis  of  Cas;i  Calvo,  kni.n'ht  of  the  order  of  St.  James,  hrjo-adier  of  llie  myal  armies,  aini  roluncl  nf 
the  regiment  of  infantry  of  Louisiana,  eommissium'il  liy  his  Maji'sty  fur  the  deli\cry  nf  this  [iroNim-c  ii> 
the  Freneli  republic — 

^[ake  klK)Wii  to  all  the  vassals  of  our  lord  the  King,  of  wliatevcr  elassur  rundilinn  they  niay  he,  that 
his  Majesty  has  resolved  that  the  retroeession  of  Louisiana  should  be  made  t.i  the  reei[iroeal  satisfaction 
of  each  power  ;  and,  that  the  same  proofs  of  i)rotection  and  love  which  the  inhabitants  (pf  this  province 
have  experienced  should  be  continuetl,  his  Majesty,  among'st  other  things,  has  been  ]ileasi'd  to  determine 
certain  points  which  we  believe  our  duty  to  cause  to  be  |iul>Hshid  for  the  knowledge  and  dis|iosition  of  all 
interested. 

Firsl.  His  .Majesty  having  under  iiis  eyes  the  obligations  imposecl  by  tlie  treaties,  and  being  desirous 
to  avoid  all  dispute  which  nnght  une.\[ii>ctedly  arise,  has  resolved  that  tin' retrocession  of  the  coluny  and 
island  of  Orleans  which  is  to  be  maile  to  the  general  of  division.  Victor,  or  other  ollicers  lawfully  author- 
ized bj'  the  government  of  the  I'rench  republic,  take  place  in  the  sanjc  form  as  that  in  which  l''rance  has 
ceded  it  to  his  Majesty.  In  \  iitue  of  which  the  limits  of  the  border  of  the  Mississippi  or  river  .-^t.  Louis 
shall  remain  as  they  were  li.xeil  by  the  7th  article  of  the  delinitive  treaty  of  peace,  concluded  in  Paris  the 
10th  of  February,  1762  ;  and  consequently  the  settlements  of  the  ri\er  Manshaek,  or  Iberville,  as  far  as 
the  line  which  separates  the  American  territory  from  the  King's  doniain,  shall  remain  under  the  power  of 
Spain,  and  annexed  to  the  \\'est(.'rn  Florida. 

Second  All  individuals  wIki  have  lieen  in  the  employ  of  his  Majesty,  and  who  will  remain  under  the 
domination  of  the  King,  will  go  to  the  place  of  Ilavima  or  any  other  places  belonging  to  his  Majesty, 
unless  they  should  prefer  to  remain  in  the  service  of  France,  wliich  the.y  may  freely  do  ;  but  should  any 
just  and  well-founded  reasons  hinder  them  foi-  the  present  to  comply  with  this  disposition,  they  may  state 
them  through  their  respective  chiefs,  to  be  decided  upon  accordingly. 

Third.  The  benevolence  of  his  Majesty  will  not  discontinue  the  pensions  grant(;d  to  the  widows  and 
those  who  have  retired  from  the  service,  ami  will  acipiaint  them  in  what  manner  the\'  may  receive  their 
pensions. 

Fourth.  His  Majesty  makes  known  that  by  the  wishes  he  entertains  for  the  advantage  and  peace  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  colony,  he  expects,  from  the  sincere  and  close  amity  and  alliance  which  unites  the 
Spanish  government 'to  that  of  the  republic,  that  the  latter  will  give  orders  to  the  governors  and  other 
officers  employed  in  its  service  in  the  said  colony  and  city  of  New  Orleans,  to  the  end  that  the  churches 
and  other  houses  of  religious  worship,  served  by  the  curates  and  missionaries,  should  continue  on  the 
same  footing  and  enjoy  the  same  privileges,  prerogatives,  and  immunities,  which  were  granted  to  them 
by  the  titles  of  their  establishments;  that  the  ordinary  judges  continue,  equally  as  the  tribuiwls  established, 
to  administer  justice  according-  to  the  laws  and  customs  adopted  in  the  colony  ;  that  the  inhabitants  should 
be  maintained  and  preserved  in  the  peaceable  possession  of  their  property  ;  that  all  concessions  or  property 
of  any  hind  soever,  given  by  the  governors  of  these  provinces  he  confirmed,  alfJiough  it  had  not  even  been  done 
by  his  JIaJe.it y ;  hoping,  also,  that  the  government  of  the  republic  will  give  to  its  new  subjects  the  same 
proofs  of  love  and  protection  which  they  have  had  under  the  government  iif  his  .Majesty. 

Fifth.  In  order  that  all  parties  interested  may  take  the  resolution  which  they  will  judge  the  most 
conducive  to  their  interest  and  welfare,  we  also  make  known  that,  in  case  of  doubt,  they  may  have  recourse 
and  apply  to  any  of  us  for  more  ample  information  and  knowledge,  according  to  the  rules  and  instructions 
which  we  have  received. 

And  that  it  may  come  to  public  knowledge,  we  do  ordain  that  the  same  be  iiublished  with  all  the 
solemnity  required,  at  tlie  sound  of  military  drum,  and  [josted  up  in  the  ordinarv  places,  (liven  at  New 
Orleans," May  IS,  1803. 

MANUEL  DE  SALCEDO. 

LE  MARQUIS  DE  CASA  CALVO. 

By  order  of  their  lordships. 

Ch.vrles  Ximenes,  Secretary  of  ]Var. 

Copy. 

Andre  Lopez  Aemesto. 

By  order  i.if  their  lordships  the  conunissaries,  1  have  commanded  the  publication,  at  the  sound  of  the 
drum,  in  this  post  of  St.  Louis. 

CHARLES  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 


The  Baron  de  Carondelet,  Knight  of  the  Order  of  the  Religion  of  St.  John,  Brigadier  of  the  Royal  Armies, 
Governor,  Vice-Patron  of  the  Provinces  of  Louisiana,  Westera  Florida,  and  Inspector  of  the  troops 
thereof,  &c. 

New  Orleans,  February  3,  1795. 
In  order  to  obviate  the  manj-  and  various  difficulties  which  have  happened  between  the  inhabitants  of 
the  posts  and  settlements  of  Illinois,  relative  to  the  boundaries  of  their  lands,  the  greatest  piart  not  yet 
surveyed  for  want  of  an  experienced  surveyor,  and  that  to  avoid  disorder,  confusion,  irregularities,  and 
litigations  and  lawsuits  which  rnaj-  in  future  take  place,  being  myself  informed  of  the  capacity  and  talents 
of  the  captain  of  the  militia  of  the  post  of  St.  Louis,  Don  Anthony  Soulard,  I  have  named  him,  "and  by  these 
presents  I  luime  and  appoint  him,  surveyor  of  all  the  districts  of  Illinois  and  New  Madrid,  so  that,  con- 
forming himself  to  the  instructions  of  the  surveyor  general,  the  lieutenant  of  the   armies,  Don  Charles 
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Lavcau,  with  whom  he  is  to  correspond  directly,  he  will  measure,  survey,  establish  boundaries,  and  mark 
the  lands  which  will  be  conceded  by  this  general  government,  taking  his  lawful  and  aecustomary  fees. 
I  command  all  the  respective  commandants  and  the  lieutenant  governor  of  the  establishment  of  Illinois 
to  render  him,  and  cause  to  be  rendered  him,  tiie  honors,  rights,  and  privileges  which  belong  and  appertain 
to  such  surveyor. 

Given  the  present,  signed  with  my  hand,  sealed  with  the  seal  of  my  arms,  and  countersigned  by  the 
undersigned  secretary  of  this  government  general  for  his  Majesty. 

EL  BAROX  DE  C.VRONDELET. 

Andres  Lopez  Armesto. 


New  Orleans,  3Tai/  30,  1805. 

I  have  received  the  statement  of  the  artillery,  stores,  and  effects  belonging  and  appertaining  to  his 
Majesty,  which  you  have  brought  away  in  the  boats  of  the  expedition  for  the  evacuation  of  the  domain 
of  Upper  Louisiana,  and  which,  agreeably  to  my  orders,  were  disembarked  at  Baton  Rouge.  I  have 
likewise  in  my  possession  the  inventory  of  the  papers  relating  to  the  inhabitants,  and  other  documents 
and  correspondence  of  the  government  mentioned  in  your  official  letter. 

I  have  likewise  been  informed  of  the  steps  which  you  have  taken  to  procure  the  artillery  of  the  fort 
of  Carondelet,  in  the  Osage  nation,  and  which  you  could  not  take  down,  leaving  it  with  the  hopes  that 
Don  Auguste  Chouteau  will  attend  to  it,  who  has  undertaken  to  deliver  it  at  Baton  Rouge. 

In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  j'our  official  letter,  I  cannot  do  less  than  to  manifest  to  you,  sir, 
the  satisfaction  which  I  feel  in  observing  the  particular  zeal  and  love  for  the  service  which  has  distin- 
guished your  command  in  tlie  posts  of  LIpper  Louisiana,  in  which  you  have,  in  so  distinguished  a  manner, 
interested  yourself  in  the  welfare  of  the  inhabitants.     (x(jd  preserve  you,  sir,  many  years. 

EL  MARQUES  i)E  CAS  A  CALVO. 

Sor.  Don  Charles  Dehault  Delassvs. 


Official  letter  of  C.  D.  DelasKUx,  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Louisiana,  to  Antoine  Soulard,  surveyor  general 

of  that  jjrovince,  dated  May  18,  1808. 

[Translated  from  the  original  Spanish.] 

By  letter  dated  1st  December  of  the  last  year,  Don  Juan  Ventura  Morales,  intendant  general  of  these 
provinces,  tells  me  as  f  lUows: 

"  On  account  of  the  death  of  the  assessor  of  this  intendancj-,  and  there  not  being  in  the  province  a 
learned  man  who  can  supply  his  place,  I  have  closed  the  tribunals  of  aflairs  and  causes  relating  to  grants' 
and  compositions  of  royal  lands,  as  the  81st  article  of  the  royal  ordinance  for  the  intendants  of  New 
Spain  provides  that,  for  conducting  that  tribunal  and  substantiating  its  acts,  the  concurrence  of  that 
officer  shall  be  necessary.  I  make  this  communication  in  order  that,  apprised  of  this  providence,  you 
may  not  receive,  frame,  or  transmit  memorials  soliciting  Lands  until  further  orders." 

I  transmit  you  the  above  for  your  information,  and  you  may  communicate  it  to  those  inhabitants 
whose  concessions  have  been  surveyed,  and  who  would  solicit  their  title  in  form  from  the  intendancj^  to 
the  end  that  they  will  await  the  further  order  above  mentioned.  In  the  meantime  I  understand  that 
they  sliall  continue  in  secure  possession  of  the  said  lands. 

God  preserve,  &c.     At  St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  May  18,  1803. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 

Dim  Antonio  Soulard. 


Official  letter  of  the  intendant  general  of  Louisiana,  Juan  Ventura  Morales,  dated  July  17,  1199,  on  the 
subject  of  his  regulations  {of  same  date)  concerning  the  granting  of  lands,  addressed  to  Charles  Dehault 
Belassus,  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Louisiana. 

[Translated  from  the  original  Spanish.] 

New  Orleans,  July  17,  1799. 
For  the  government  of  this  sub-delegation,  and  the  information  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  and 
the  other  persons  concerned  in  the  distribution  and  grant  of  lands  and  royal  domain,  I  transmit  to  you 
six  copies  of  the  regulation  that  I  have  framed,  and  which  must  be  observed  until  his  Majesty  shall 
have  otherwise  decided.  It  must  be  published  in  the  same  manner  as  is  usual  with  respect  to  other 
general  orders  that  concern  the  service  of  his  Majesty,  and  you,  sir,  will  give  me  due  information  of 
having  executed  it.     God  preserve  you,  sir,  many  years. 

JUAN  VENTURA  MORALES. 
The  CosiMAND  OF  St.  Louis  of  Illinois. 

On  the  margin  of  the  original  are  written  by  the  lieutenant  governor  the  words  and  letters — 

Co.  i.  e.  contestado — answered. 

Ha.  Nva.  orden  sin  cumplimiento — until  further  ordered,  not  executed. 
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Letter    from   the  intevdani  general  Id  the  lieiileiiant  govcrnnr  of  Upper  Loin.<ia)ui,  rela/nir/  fn  the  pii)rer.-<  and 

duties  of  the  siirveijor  of  that  pmeinee, 

lu  my  official  letter  nt"  this  date,  I  say  tn  tiie  (Japtaiii  Don  IIeiiri(iue  Peyroux,  sul)-ilele>:;-ate  nl'  the 
intendency  in  the  post  of  New  Madrid,  as  follows  : 

"Ilaviiiij;-  before  me  tlie  statement  dated  31st  of  last  July,  made  tn  mi.'  by  the  siuveyor  nf  Tppcr 
Louisiana,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  and  also  the  eomnuinieatitm  dated  22d  Si'ptember  last,  nn  the  same 
subject,  made  to  me  by  the  surveyor  g-eneral  of  Louisiana,  Don  Carlos  Trudean,  I  have  to  iiil'orm  yuu  tiiat, 
considering  as  surveyor  of  the  post  of  New  iladrid  the  said  Soulard,  you  must  not  prevent  him  from 
executing-  the  surveys  of  land  that  may  become  necessary  in  that  district,  either  by  liimself  or  by  tiic 
person  whom  under  his  responsibility  ho  sliall  commission,  for  tliis  is  necessary  to  tlie  good  order  which  I 
desire  ma}'  be  established  on  tiiis  subject,  and  the  uniformity  and  subordination  to  the  surveyor  general 
of  tliis  capital,  with  whom  the  others  must  co-operate."  I  communicate  this  to  you,  sir,  that  you  under- 
stand and  enforce  it,  informing  me  of  the  receipt  of  thi.s  official  letter  for  my  own  government.  God  pre- 
serve, &c.     New  Orleans,  January  21,  1802. 

JUAN  VENTUIIA  MUKALEri. 

Sor.  Don  Carlos  Deiiaclt  Delassus, 


Offieial  letter  of  the  intendant  general  to  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Loui.<ia7ia,  in  whieh  llie  inlendanl 
reeognizes  the  lieutenant  governor  and  the  commandant  of  the  pod  rjf  New  Madrid  as  sub-delegales  I'espea- 
tivehj,  and  in  such  capjacitij  declares  lliem  to  be  independent  of  each  other. 

I  have  seen  the  instructions  which  you,  sir,  (in  the  belief  that  as  lieutenant  governor  of  the  establish- 
ments of  the  Illinois,  the  officers  of  the  royal  treasury  of  the  post  of  New  Madrid,  subject  by  order  of  the 
deceased  governor,  Don  Manuel  Gayoso  de  Lemos,  to  this  command  (that  of  New  Orleans)  must  be  sub- 
ordinate to  you)  have  framed  for  the  government  of  the  commandant,  Don  Roberto  Mackay,  in  his  quality 
of  sub-delegate  of  the  intendancj^,  and  of  the  magazine  keeper,  Don  Juan  Lavellee,  copies  of  which 
instructions  you  enclosed  to  me  in  your  official  letter  of  the  oOtli  of  June  last.  No.  .59. 

In  answer,  I  must  say  that,  it  being  contrary  tn  law  that  one  sulhdelegate  .should  transfer  his  powers 
to  another,  and  it  being-  opposed  to  tlie  regularity  nf  business  that  that  should  be  ccrtitied  Tipon  report 
which  is  not  present,  the  instructions  given  by  you  cannot  nor  ought  not  to  have  effect,  and  the  more  so 
inasmuch  as  the  sub-delegation  of  the  intendancy  is  local,  and  that  the  magazine  keeper  cannot  recognize 
as  his  immediate  chief  any  other  than  those  who  exercise  the  sub-delegation.  For  which  reasons,  without 
prejudice  to  the  good  understanding-  which  the  Commandant  Mackay,  or  he  who  has  succeeded  him,  shall 
have  with  you  in  civil  and  military  matters,  and  to  their  recourse  to  you  for  the  supplies  of  provisions  and 
other  things  of  which  the  post  may  have  need,  I  inform,  by  letter  of  this  date,  the  Captain  Don  Ilenricjue  Pey- 
roux, and  the  magazine  keeper,  Don  Juan  Lavellee,  that  thej'  are  not  subordinate  to  you,  the  first  as  sub- 
delegate  of  this  intendancy,  and  the  second  as  magazine  keeper.  The  service  consequently  being  to  be 
performed,  and  the  documents  to  be  drawn  up  in  tlie  same  iVum  as  when  you,  sir,  were  commandant  of 
that  post  independently  (jf  the  lieutenant  governor  of  the  Illinois,  and  observing  the  instructions  which 
shall  be  issued  from  this  royal  treasury  office,  and  also  the  other  orders  of  this  intendancy.  God  preserve, 
&c.     New  Orleans,  August  2G,  \'99.  ' 

JUAN  VENTUKA  MORALES. 

Don  Cakuis  Dehal'lt  Delassus. 


Offieial  certitieale  hy  the  mini.ders  of  Ihe  roijal  ireasurg  at  Nue  Orleans,  in  favor  nf  the  lieutenant  governor  of 
Upper  Louisiana,  ivhcrehg  il  apipears  tlial  the  lietdenant  governor  uas  vested  with  the  poiver  rf  suthdelegate. 

We,  Don  Gilbert!)  Leonard,  treasurer  of  the  army,  and  Don  Manuel  Gonzalez  Armires,  ministers  of  the 
royal  treasury,  and  formerly  accountant  and  treasurer  ad  interim,  respectively,  of  the  province  of  Louis- 
iana, during  the  Spanish  government,  continuing-  our  functions  until  the  entire  conclusion  of  the  affairs 
of  said  departments  do  ccrtily  that,  in  pursuance  of  a  decree  of  the  senor  intendant  general  ad  interim, 
the  Sefior  Colonel  Charles  D.  Delassus,  formerly  commandant  of  the  port  of  New  Madrid  and  lieutenant 
governor  of  St.  Louis  of  the  Illinois,  with  tlie  sub-delegation  of  the  royal  treasury  in  both  situations  (con 
la  sub-d(degacion  de  real  hacienda  en  ambos  destinos)  quitted  tliis  ca]iital  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
IT.H),  kc,  &c. — [The  rest  of  the  certificate  relates  to  the  right  of  M.  Delassus  to  certain  emoluments  in 
his  above  oflicial  capacities,  and  has  no  bearing  on  the  matter  of  the  argument.] — In  order  that  this  may 
authentically  appear  in  favor  of  tlie  said  Colonel  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  and  in  virtue  of  the  before 
recited  decree,  we  give  tlie  present  certificate  at  New  Orleans,  June  27,  1805. 

GILBERTO  LEONARD. 
MANUEL  AIJMIRES. 

Note. — The  above  document  was  oflered  in  tlie  cause  and  refused  by  the  court,  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  executed  and  bore  date  subsequent  to  the  10th  March,  IbO-l. 

[The  regulations  of  Morales  are  to  be  found  in  the  appendix  to  the  last  edition  of  the  United  States 
Land  Laws.  I 
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2  1st  Congress.]  ^O-    ^<j1-  [2n  Session. 

APPLICATION'  OF    PURCHASERS  OF  PUBLIC    LAXDri  IX  ALABAMA  FOR  FURTHER  RELIEF. 

CnMMlNIC.WED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OK  REPRESEXT.WIVE3  DECEMBER  23,    1830. 

Tu  Ihe  Scnali'  and  Jlou^e  of  Bcjm'sPiilativi's  of  the  United  States  of  Amerieo.  in  Crmgreas  amemUed : 

Your  petitioners,  citizens  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  respectfully  represent:  That  they  are  holders  of 
certificates  of  purchase  and  relinquishers  of  public  lands  originally  sold  under  $14  per  acre,  upon  which 
further  credit  has  been  taken,  or  which  have  been  relinquished  under  the  several  laws  of  the  United 
States  passed  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  public  lands. 

Your  jietitioners  further  beg  leave  respectfully  to  represent  that  the  law  passed  March  31,  1830, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  public  lands,  and  for  the  suppression  of  fraudulent  practices 
at  the  public  sales  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States,"  does  ntjt  aflbrd  to  them  either  an  adequate  or  pro- 
portionate relief  Your  petitioners  are  far  from  indulging  in  invidious  feelings  at  the  good  fortune  of  the 
liolders  of  high  jiriced  lands,  who  are  presented  with  a  i:)atcnt  upon  surrendering  their  certificates  and 
paying  the  fees  of  office;  neither  did  they  experience  other  than  pleasing  sensations  when  informed  of  the 
pre-emption  rights  granted  to  settlers  on  public  lands;  they  cannot,  however,  but  view  with  surprise  and 
re""ret  the  fact  of  their  forming-  an  isolated  cla.ss,  a|ipareutly  excluded  from  the  favors  of  government.  If 
the  object  of  Congress  was  to  raise  a  certain  amount  from  land  debtors,  it  seems  but  just  to  your  peti- 
tioners that  it  should  have  been  drawn  in  rateable  proportions  from  all.  It  appears,  however,  that  the 
heaviest  contributions  have  been  levied  upon  the  holders  of  low  priced  lands,  generally  consisting  of  the 
poorer  classes  of  society. 

Your  petitioners  arc  impressed  with  a  belief  that  higher  considerations  inllucnced  your  honorable 
bodies  than  a  mere  question  of  revenue,  and  that  the  laws  of  the  last  ses.sion  were  passed  under  the  con- 
viction of  their  affording  general  and  ample  relief.  Your  petitioners  humbly  suggest  to  your  honorable 
bodies  that  they  do  not  receive  the  relief  required  by  them,  or  anticipated  by  the  framers  of  the  law.  The 
provision  giving  script  for  payments  made  on  land,  the  cost  of  which  does  not  exceed  $2  50  per  acre,  has 
not  operated  as  beneficially  as  was  expected  by  its  advocates.  The  present  value  of  that  land  arises 
more  from  the  quantity  cleared  and  the  buildings  erected  on  it  than  from  the  goodness  of  the  soil.  Your 
petitioners  respectfully  and  earnestly  request  of  your  honorable  bodies  the  passage  of  a  law  entitling 
holders  of  certificates  of  further  credit  to  a  patent  upon  their  jiaying  such  sum,  in  addition  to  the  sum 
already  paid,  as  will,  together,  make  $1  25  per  acre;  and,  where  %\  25  per  acre  has  been  already  jiaid, 
entitling  them  to  a  patent  upon  the  surrender  of  their  certificate;  and  also  permitting  relinquishers  of 
public  lands  to  re-enter  the  lands  relincjuished  by  them  upon  the  payment  of  $1  25  per  acre  Your  peti- 
tioners hope  your  honorable  bodies  will  not  consider  this  request  unreasonable,  when  they  reflect  that  by 
the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on  the  public  lands,"  those  settlers  are 
allowed  to  select  from  the  lands  possessed  or  cultivated  by  them  a  quarter  section,  upon  paj-ing  to  the 
United  States  the  minimum  price.  Your  petitioners  consider  it  a  lair  presumption  that  those  settlers 
occupy  the  most  fertile  tracts  of  the  different  countries  in  which  they  are  located.  They  consider  it  equally 
plain  that  the  lands  which  sold  for  upwards  of  $14  per  acre  must  be  the  most  valuable  in  the  districts 
in  which  they  are  situated,  and,  as  a  natural  consequence,  that  the  lands  held  by  your  petitioners  must 
be  the  poorest  in  those  districts.  Under  these  circumstances  your  petitioners  are  at  a  loss  to  discover 
the  justness  of  that  legislative  reasoning  which  exacts  from  them  a  sum  per  acre  greater  than  that 
required  for  the  best  public  lands  to  be  offered  for  sale  during  the  continuance  of  the  pre-emption  law. 
And,  as  in  duty  bound,  they  will  ever  pray,  &e. 


A  tMe  exhibiting  the  prices  lehieh  have  been  paid  by  the  purchasertt  of  jmblic  lands  for  those  which  sold  under 
the  credit  system  for  j^r ices  not  exceeding  $14  per  acre,  and  have  rercrted for  non  payment  cf  tlie  residue. 
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It  is  proposed  to  paj',  in  addition  to  the  amount  heretofore  paid. 

For  land  which  .sold  at  $4,  on  which  has  been  paid  $1  00,  25  cents  jier  acre. 

Do 3 dc 0  75,  50 

Do 2 do 0  50,  75 
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21sT  Congress.]  No    8G2  [2d   Session. 

ON  CLAIMS  TO    LAND  IN   M  I  SS  I  S  S  I  1' 1' I. 

COMMUNlr.VTED    TO    THE    SEN'ATE    IlKt'EMBKU  "24,    1S30. 

Ml".  PolNDEXTER,  froui  tlic  Coimiiittcc  Oil  Private  Land  Claims,  to  wlimii  was  icforrcil  (lie  ])('titi<iii  of  Josp|)Ii 
Walker  and  Eliza  Ann  Giiffitli,  formerly  Eli/,a  Ann  Walker,  surviving- eliildren  and  heirs  of  Peter 
Walker,  deceased,  late  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  [irayiiii;-  that  an  act  may  ])ass  anthori/.ing-  the 
location,  on  any  lands  of  the  United  States  not  otiierwise  disposed  of,  at  the;  pro|ier  land  ollice  in  said 
State,  of  certain  tracts  or  parcels  of  land,  claime(l  by  the  said  Peter  Walker,  deceased,  and  his  two 
sons  John  Walker  and  Peter  C.  Walker,  deceased,  of  whom  the  jietitioiiers  are  also  the  lej^-al  heirs, 
and  also  one  other  tract  claimed  hy  the  petitioner  Joseph  Walker,  in  his  own  right;  all  which  said 
claims  are  founded  on  titles  not  legally  and  I'ully  execnted  from  the  Spanish  government,  wlii(-li  were 
not  confirmed  by  the  board  of  commissioners  sitting  west  of  Pearl  river,  in  the  former  Mississippi 
Territory,  now  State  of  Mississippi,  reported: 

That  it  aiipears  to  your  committee,  from  the  evidence  accompanying  the  petition,  that,  on  the  1st  day 
of  November,  in  the  year  one  tlionsand  eight  hundred,  one  Elijah  15niich  conveyed  by  deed  of  bargain  and 
sale  to  Peter  Walker,  since  deceased,  a  ceitain  tract  or  parcel  of  land,  situated  in  said  State  of  Missis- 
sippi, on  the  waters  of  Beaver  creek,  containing  eight  hundred  acres,  French  measure,  which  deed  of 
conveyance  was  tiled,  with  a  notice  of  claim,  by  the  heirs  of  the  said  Peter  ^Valker,  deceased,  in  the 
office  of  the  register  of  the  land  office  west  of  Pearl  river,  in  the  said  State  of  Mississippi,  and  rejected  by 
the  board  of  commissioners  appdinted  to  investigate  private  claims  to  land  in  said  district.  No  grant  of 
any  description  from  the  Spanish  government  tri  Elijah  Bunch,  under  whom  the  heirs  of  the  said  Peter 
Walker,  deceased,  claim,  was  exhibited  to  the  commissioners,  nor  does  it  appear  by  the  evidence  before^ 
your  committee  that  such  grant  was  ever  made  to  said  Bunch.  Your  committee,  therefore,  arc  of  opinion, 
that  as  the  claim  of  the  petitioners  is  founded  im  the  conveyance  from  Bunch  to  their  ancestor,  the  said 
Peter  Walker,  deceased,  it  is  essential  to  the  validity  of  tlieir  claim,  either  in  law  or  C(iuity,  to  sIkjw  that 
a  title  existed  in  Bunch  before  or  at  the  date  of  said  deed.  In  the  absence  of  any  evidence  to  establish 
this  fact,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that,  as  to  this  particular  claim,  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
ought  not  to  be  granted.  It  further  appears  to  your  committee  that  warrants  or  orders  of  survey,  each 
for  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  French  measure,  were  granted  by  the  Spanish  government,  in  the  district 
of  Natchez,  to  Peter  Celestiuo  Walker  and  John  Peter  Walker,  brothers  of  the  petitioners  Joseph 
Walker  and  Eliza  Ann  Griffith,  formerly  Eliza  Ann  Walker,  and  that  said  grantees  have  departed  this 
life  without  issue,  by  reason  of  which  all  the  right,  title,  and  interest  which  said  Peter  Celestino  and 
John  Peter  Walker,  deceased,  held  in  said  lands,  in  their  lifetime,  vested  in  the  petitioners  as  their  legal 
heirs;  and  it  also  appears  to  your  committee  that  a  warrant  or  order  of  survey  was,  in  like  manner, 
granted  to  Joseph  Walker,  one  of  the  petitioners,  for  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  French  measure,  situated 
in  said  district  of  Natchez  which  said  several  tracts  or  parcels  of  land  were  actually  surveyed  under 
the  authority  of  the  Spanish  government,  prior  to  the  27th  of  October,  1795,  that  being  the  date  of  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  by  whicli  the  possession  of  the  country  in  which  these  tracts 
of  land  are  situated  was  transferred  to  the  United  States.  These  surveys,  with  a  notice  of  the  claims, 
were  filed  according  to  law  with  the  register  of  the  proper  land  office,  and  rejected  by  the  commissioners 
because  the  claimants  did  not  actually  inhabit  and  cultivate  said  tract  of  laud  at  the  date  of  said  treaty 
with  Spain,  as  required  by  the  act  of  Congress  passed  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1803,  entitled  "  An  act 
regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  land  of  the  United  States  south  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee."  In  the  further  investigation  of  these  claims  it  appears  to  your  committee  that, 
by  an  act  of  Congress  passed  in  the  year  1808,  the  register  of  the  land  office  west  of  Pearl  river  was 
directed  to  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  list  of  all  claims  to  land  filed  in  his  office  founded 
on  warrants  or  orders  of  survey  granted  by  the  British  government  of  West  Florida,  or  the  government 
of  Spain,  and  which  had  been  rejected  by  the  commissioners,  because  the  land  so  granted  was  not  inhabited 
and  cultivated  by  the  grantee,  or  some  one  to  his  use,  on  the  said  27th  day  of  October,  1795;  which  report 
was  accordingly  made  and  submitted  to  Congress  for  further  legislation,  in  relation  to  grants  so  rejected, 
as  aforesaid. 

On  the  12th  day  of  June,  1812,  Congress  passed  an  act  confirming  all  such  warrants  or  orders  of 
survey  which  were  fairly  obtained,  and  the  survey  actually  made  prior  to  the  date  of  the  Spanish  treaty, 
although  the  claimant  did  not  actually  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  land,  as  required  by  the  act  of  the  3d 
of  March,  1803,  and  the  register  of  the  land  office  and  receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the  district  in  which 
the  land  was  situated  w^ere  required  to  grant  certificates  of  confirmation  to  the  claimants,  on  all  such 
claims  not  exceeding  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  It  further  appears  to  your  committee  that  application 
was  not  made  to  those  officers  for  certificates  of  confirmation  in  the  warrants  and  orders  of  survey  to 
Peter  Celestino  Walker,  John  P.  Walker,  and  Joseph  Walker,  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  the  said 
Peter  and  John  before  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1812,  and  of  the  absence  of  Joseph  from  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi, who  was  unaquaiuted  with  the  necessary  steps  to  be  taken  to  perfect  his  title;  also,  that  Eliza 
Ann  Griffith,  one  of  the  legal  representatives  of  said  Peter  Celestino  Walker  and  John  P.  Walker,  de- 
ceased, was,  at  the  date  of  said  act,  an  infant  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  not  informed  of  her 
rights  under  the  aforesaid  grants.  Those  lands  have  been  sold  by  the  United  States;  and  it  appears  to 
your  committee,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  this  case,  just  and  proper  to  place  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Peter  Celestino  Walker  and  John  P.  Walker,  deceased,  and  Joseph  Walker,  one  of  the  pe- 
titioners, on  a  footing  with  the  claimants  whose  claims  have  been  confirmed  under  the  act  of  1812,  which 
can  be  done  only  by  authorizing  them  to  locate  a  like  quantity  of  land  on  any  lands  of  the  United  States 
not  otherwise  disposed  of,  lying  within  said  State  of  Mississippi;  for  which  purpose  tliey  beg  leave  to 
report  a  bill. 

VOL.  VI 28   E 
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2  1st    ('i)N(;kes 


No.   863.  [2d  Session. 


ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REI'RKSEXTATIVES    DECEMBER    24,     1830. 

Mr.  Patton,  from  thf  Coiiiinittoe  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Luther 

L.  Smith,  reported  : 

The  petition  sets  forth  that  on  March  20,  1817,  the  petitioner  boughf  of  Robert  Perry,  attorney  in 
fart  of  Jame.s  Innerarity,  of  Mobile,  a  tract  of  land  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-nine  arpents,  situate  iii  the 
pu-i.sh  of  West  Feliciana,  adjoining-  the  tract  of  land  on  which  the  petitioner  resided,  for  which  he  paid  the 
said  Perry  a  full  and  fair  price  and  consideration;  that  the  petitioner  in  the  same  year  (1817)  cleared  and 
cultivated  about  seventy  or  eighty  acres  of  the  said  tract,  which  he  has  ever  since  quietly  and  undis- 
turbedly cultivated  and  occupied,  having  built  his  negro  quarters  on  the  same;  that  the  petitioner  was 
unaware  that  the  commissioner  of  land  claims  east  of  the  Mississippi  and  west  of  Pearl  river  had  reported 
unfavorably  on  this  claim  in  the  year  1815,  and  that  tlie  petitioner  expected  provision  would  ere  this 
have  been  made  for  improvements  and  settlements  made  in  good  faith  prior  to  the  year  1819.  What 
reiiort  had  been  made  by  the  commissioner  of  land  claims,  James  0.  Cosley,  was  not  known  generally 
until  after  the  passage  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  3,  1819;  nor  was  it  known  to  the  petitioner  that  the 
claim  had  been  reported  on  unfavorably  till  1824;  that  the  petitioner  did  not  present  his  claim  to  the 
commissioners  of  the  land  office  at  St.  Uelena  court-house,  because  the  commissioners,  as  the  petitioner 
was  informed  and  believed,  when  they  received  claims  in  1824,  received  and  reported  on  only  such  as  had 
been  settled  prior  to  April  15,  1813.  ,         i  ■      i      r>  i 

The  petitioner  has  exhibited  a  deed  of  conveyance  of  the  said  land,  executed  to  him  by  Robert 
^Terry,  as  attorney  for  James  Innerarity,  also  a  power  of  attorney  executed  by  Innerarity  to  Perry, 
authorizing  the  latter  to  sell  and  convey  the  land.  The  petitioner  has  also  exhibited  a  pai)cr  purporting 
to  be  a  copy  of  a  grant  of  the  said  land  by  the  Spanish  government  to  Vincent  Scbn.  Pentado,  but  the 
jietitioner  has  adduced  no  proof  to  show  that  Pentado  conveyed  the  land  to  Innerarity,  nor  has  the 
petitioner  adduced  proof  of  any  other  statement  set  forth  in  his  petition.  The  committee  are  of  opinion 
that  if  every  allegation  in  the  petition  was  proved  Congress  ought  not  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioner;  they  therefore  recommend  that  his  claim  be  rejected. 


21sT  Congress.]  No.    864.  [2d  Session. 

ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    MISSISSIPPI,    DERIVED    FROM    GEORGIA. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    DECEMBER    24,    1830. 

Mr.  Sterigere,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Samuel 

Gibson,  of  Ohio,  reported: 

That  petitioner  states  that  on  August  10,  1797,  he  purchased  1,000  acres  of  land  of  M.  Montgomery, 
attorney  of  Zachariah  Cox,  for  §1,000,  and  received  a  deed  for  the  same,  describing  the  land  as  lying  in 
the  great  bend  of  the  Tennessee  river,  in  the  Tennessee  Company's  purchase;  that  he  was  an  innocent 
purchaser,  without  any  notice  of  fraud  or  illegality  of  the  sale  made  by  the  State  of  Georgia  to  said  Z. 
Cox  &  Co.;  that  William  Cox,  attorney  of  said  Z.  Cox,  by  virtue  of  a  letter  of  attorney,  surrendered  this 
land  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  renounced  to  Georgia  all  the  claim  of  said  Zachariah  Cox  to  said  tract 
of  land,  for  which  he  received  upwards  of  $4,000. 

Petitioner  does  not  think  that  in  equity  and  justice  he  should  be  bound  by  said  relinquishment.  That 
the  land  is  worth  $40  an  acre,  and  asks  Congress  to  grant  him  relief. 

The  statement  of  the  petitioner  is  not  corroborated  by  any  testimony,  nor  even  by  his  own  oath.  If, 
however,  all  the  statements  were  fully  proven,  by  his  own  showing  he  has  not  suffered  any  injuiy  or  injus- 
tice by  the  United  States  or  any  of  its  officers.  The  injury  he  complains  of  seems  to  have  arisen  out  of  an 
unlawful  and  fraudulent  speculation,  for  which,  perhaps,  he  is  entitled  to  no  relief  from  any  source.  From 
his  own  statement,  if  he  can  have  any  claim  whatever  it  is  on  the  State  of  Georgia,  or  on  Zachariah  Cox,  his 
vendor,  only.  He  is  certainly  not  entitled  to  any  relief  from  Congress  on  any  principle  of  equity,  or  law, 
or  usage.     The  committee  recommend  that  the  petition  be  rejected. 
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21sT  Congress.] 


No.  805. 


[2ii  Skssion. 


QUANTITY  OF    I..VNI)    SOLD,  RATE    PER  ACRE,  AM)   AMOUNT    IIECEIVEI)  FItOM    SALE   OF 

I'UI'.LIC  LAND  IX   1829  AND   1830. 

COMMrXIC.iTKn  TO  THE  IKir.-^K  llF  RF.rRKSKNT.VTlVI'.S  DECEMIJEIl  31,    1S30. 

TuE.vsrHV  Dei'.vrtment,  JJcccmhcr  30,  1830. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  ot"  the  23d  in.stant,  directing- 
the  Secretarj'  of  the  Treasury'  "to  report  to  the  House  tlie  quantity  of  lands  of  the  United  States  which 
has  been  sold  in  the  several  States  and  Territories  within  the  last  twelve  months,  and  the  amount  |)aid 
for  the  same,  and  the  averag-e  price  per  acre  in  each  State  and  Territory,"  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a 
statement  from  the  Conmiissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  which  contains  the  information  desired,  I'or 
the  year  ending  September  30,  1830. 

I  have  the  lianor  to  be,  with  high  respect,  your  ob(Hlieut  servant, 

S.  D.  INGIIA.M,  ,Sccr,/an/o/V;i-f  7/ms»n/. 

The  Hon.  Sreaker  of  the  Hmnte  of  RepregcntaJiivs. 


Statement  of  the  quantifi/  of  land  >fold,  the  amount  of  the.  purchase  money,  and  the  aeerage  rale  j'er  acre,  in  each 
of  the  States  and  Territories,  from  October  1,  1829,  to  Septemljer  30,' 1830. 


States  aud  Territories. 

Land  sold. 

Purchase  money. 

Average  rate  per 
acre. 

Ohio 

Acres. 
160,182.14 
413,253.63 
291,401.28 
182,929.63 
103,795.01 
233,309.27 

35,243.57 

106,201.28 

1,336.79 

50,253.98 

$201,923 
521,715 
364,369 
228,748 
130,475 
291,715 

44,463 

132,751 

1,670 

67,519 

50 
13 

87 
12 
87 
20 
71 
58 
85 
94 

$1 
1 

26.06 

26.24 

Illinctis   

25.04 

25.05 

Mississi|jpi 

25.70 

25 

26.16 

Jlichio-an  .... 

• 

25 

Arkansas 

25 

Florida 

34.35 

ELIJAH  HAY  WARD,  Commis^-ioner. 
Tre.4scry  Pepartmext,  General  Land  Office,  December  29,  1830. 


21sT  Congress.] 


No.   866. 


[2d  Session. 


ON  CLAIM  FOR  A  RESERVATION  UNDER  TREATY  OF  1814  WITH  THE  CREEK  INDIANS. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  .JANUARY  3,    1831. 

Mr.  Sterigere,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  directing  the  committee  "to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  the 
claim  of  George  Mayfield  to  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  reserved  to  iiim  by  the  treaty  made 
with  the  Creek  Indians  at  Fort  Jackson  in  1814,"  reported: 

That  thej-  find,  on  examination  of  the  treaty  made  with  the  Creek  Indians  at  Fort  Jackson,  in  1814, 
as  ratified  by  the  Senate,  that  it  does  not  reserve  any  land  to  said  George  Mayfield;  and  that  conse- 
cjuently  ho  cannot  be  entitled  to  any  land  under  that  treaty.  In  a  written  communication  submitted  to 
the  committee  by  the  Hon.  John  Bell,  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  it  is  stated  that,  at  the  negotiation 
of  the  treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  "a  reservation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  was  reserved  to  him, 
the  said  George  Mayfield,  in  the  treaty,"  but  that  "  that  part  of  the  treaty  which  included  the  reservation 
was  not  ratified  by  tlie  Senate." 

Taking  these  facts  for  granted,  the  committee  do  not  think  thcj'  give  Mayfield  any  claim  on  the 
United  States.  It  will  not  be  disputed  that  the  part  of  tlie  treaty  relating  to  said  reservation  must  have 
been  ratified  bj'  the  Senate  before  any  rigiit  could  vest  in  Mayfield,  or  that  some  assent  or  agreement  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States  should  be  made  to  give  him  an  equital)le  claim  to  said  reservation  or  tract 
of  land.  It  appears,  however,  from  Mr.  BelTs  statement,  that  the  Senate  did  not  only  not  allow  the  reser- 
vation, but  expressly  rejected  the  article  of  the  treaty  in  which  it  was  contained.  The  committee  are 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  claim  of  George  Mayfield  to  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  laud,  men- 
tioned in  the  resolution  referred  to  tlieni,  should  not  be  alli)wed. 
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21sT  Congress.]  ^^O-  867.  [2d  Session. 

CLAIM   OF   THE    OFFICERS   OF   THE   WAR    OF    1812-'15    FOR    BOUNTY    LAND. 

C0MMI;N'IC.\TED   to   the   house    of   representatives   JANUARY    4,    1831. 

To  the  lionorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled: 

Tlio  nieiiiorial  of  the  undersigned  officers  of  the  army  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war, 
eni|)liatically  called  the  second  of  independence,  respectfully  represents:  That  the  continental  (Congress, 
by  its  resolutiim  of  the  16th  September,  1716,  did  provide  that  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  war  of  inde- 
pendence should  receive  a  bounty  in  land;  that  many  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  viz:  Massachusetts, 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  North  Carolina,  following  the  generous  impulse,  and 
appreciating  alike  the  services,  sacrifices,  and  sufferings  of  the  officers  and  soldiers,  did  from  time  to  time 
provide  liberal  bounties  in  land  for  their  respective  State  lines  in  the  continental  service;  that  Congress 
did  by  a  resolution  of  the  14th  August,  1776,  promise  a  bounty  in  land  to  those  who*should  leave  the 
armies  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  in  America,  and  should  choose  to  become  members  of  any  of  those  States; 
that  by  resolutions  of  the  23d  April,  1783,  and  the  7th  April,  1798,  Congress  did  provide  that  refugees 
from  Canada  and  Ni)va  Scotia  should  receive  a  bounty  in  land,  and  has  by  various  subsequent  acts  and 
reo-ulations  carried  into  effect  the  said  laws  so  passed  by  its  own  body;  that  by  an  act  of  the  24th  Decem- 
ber, 1811,  and  the  acts  supplementary  thereto,  the  same  bounty  and  liberality  were  extended  to  the 
soldiers  of  the  late  war,  in  which  the  undersigned  served;  that  by  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  the 
6th  February,  1812,  the  heirs  of  volunteer  soldiers  who  should  be  killed  in  battle,  or  should  die  in  actual 
service  during  the  war,  were  each  promised  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land;  that  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act  of  the  5th  March,  1816,  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  were  inhabitants  of  Canada  at 
the  commencement  of  the  late  war,  and  who  during  the  said  war  joined  the  armies  of  the  United  States 
as  volunteers,  were  promised  bounty  in  land  in  the  following  proportions,  viz:  to  each  colonel  960  acres; 
to  each  major  800  acres;  to  each  captain  640  acres;  to  each  subaltern  officer  480  acres;  and  to  the  medi- 
cal and  otlier  staff  according  to  their  pay;  and  they  were  authorized  to  locate  their  claims  in  quarter 
sections  on  any  of  the  unappropriated  lands  of  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  have  in  vain  sought  for  reasons  which  should  deprive  the  officers  of  the  second  war 
of  independence  of  the  same  bounty  which  was  extended  by  the  United  States,  and  several  of  the  indi- 
vidual States,  to  officers  of  the  first.  The  officers  of  the  last  war  held  the  same  stake,  exhibited  the  same 
valor  and  love  of  liberty;  and  although  they  may  not  as  a  body  have  suffered  as  much,  yet  their  zeal  was 
not  less,  nor  their  exertions  less  meritorious  or  successful.  If  the  soldiers  of  the  late  war,  and  the  heirs 
of  volunteers  who  were  killed  or  died  in  the  service,  had  claims  on  the  bounty  of  the  nation,  why  have 
not  the  officers  whose  skill  and  prowess  brought  them  into  the  field  and  drilled  them  into  efficiency,  or 
those  who  administered  to  their  wants  or  watched  over  their  health,  claims  equally  strong  upon  the  gov- 
ernment which  they  supported  and  the  nation  which  they  defended? 

If  citizens  who  abandoned  the  enemy  of  their  country,  and  arrayed  themselves  in  her  ranks,  liave 
met  favor  in  the  halls  of  the  nation,  will  her  representatives  be  deaf  to  the  appeal  of  those  who  sought 
the  enemy  on  his  own  soil,  foiled  the  discipline  which  conquered  that  first  of  warriors  who  sleeps  on  a 
distant  rock,  and  who  in  risking  or  surrendering  their  lives  have  added  another  plume  to  the  cap  of 
liberty,  another  leaf  to  the  archives  of  the  nation's  fame? 

The  undersigned  presume  to  answer  for  your  honorable  body  in  the  negative.  Buoyed  up  by  the  jus- 
tice of  their  claim,  and  encouraged  by  the  many  precedents  in  their  favor,  and  the  further  consideration 
that  the  laws  did  not  allow  them  to  share  in  the  munitions  of  war  and  other  valuable  property  taken  from 
the  enemy,  they  appeal  with  confidence  to  the  liberality  of  Congress  and  the  gratitude  of  the  nation  at 
this  auspicious  period  of  their  country's  history,  and  therefore  pray  that  lands  may  be  granted  to  those 
officers  of  the  late  war  who  served  to  its  close,  and  to  the  heirs  of  those  who  were  killed  or  died  in  the 
service,  in  proportion  at  least  equal  to  the  quantity  allowed  to  the  Canadian  volunteers ;  and  that  tliey  be 
permitted  to  locate  their  claims  on  any  of  the  unappropriated  lands  of  the  LTnited  States,  or  to  file  their 
warrants  in  payment  of  any  lands  which  have  hitherto  been  purchased  from  the  United  States,  and  now 
remain  unpaid  for,  or  at  their  option  to  receive  script  at  the  minimum  price,  receivable  in  any  land  office 
of  the  United  States. 

New  York,  November  25,  1830. 
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CLAIMS    TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

communicated  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  JANUARY  4,  1831. 

General  Land  Office,  January  3,  1831. 
Sir:  Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  on  the  28th  of  May,  1830,  entitled  "  Au 
act  to  authorize  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  St.  Helena  land  district,  in  Louisiana,  to  receive  evidence 
and  report  upon  certain  claims  to  land  therein  mentioned,"  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  those  officers,  covering  the  report  required  by  that  act,  together  with  copies  of  the  papers 
therein  referred  to. 

With  great  respect,  yonr  obedient  servant,  ,» 

ELIJAH  HAYWARD. 
Hon.  Andrew  Stevenson,  Speaker  of  the  Bouse  of  Representatives. 


1831. 
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.      LAXn  Ofkick,   ,V.    Ildcna,  Nurcinbir  30,   1830. 

T)?..\R  Sir:  With  this  you  will  receive  onr  repnrt  nnd  opinidii  vesfHictiiig'  the  validity  of  two  claims  to 
lands  ill  this  tlistrict,  owned  by  John  McDoiiogli,  which  re|Hirt  is  in  c<inl'oiniily  to  an  act  ol'  the  last 
Congress  approved  May  28,  1830.  By  reference  to  the  report  it  will  he  seen  that  the  j;'rants  for  these 
claims  were  issued  by  Governor  Miro  as  early  as  the  year  1787.  We  have  examined  the  rcf^'tihir  trans- 
fers or  chain  of  title  from  the  orig-inal  claimants  down  to  the  present,  (John  McDonog-li,)  and  find  them 
complete,  and  are  of  opinion  that  these  claims  are  valid  aiul  ouf^-ht  to  lie  recognized  as  such  liy  the 
government  of  the  United  States. 

We  regret  that  it  lias  not  been  in  our  power  to  furnish  tiiis  report  at  the  commencement  of  the 
present  session  of  Congress,  but  the  delay  has  been  in  consequence  of  the  neglect  of  tiie  claimant  and 
not  us,  as  will  appear  bj'  reference  to  his  and  the  letter  from  the  register  of  the  eastern  district  at  New 
Orleans;  the  latter  having  only  furnished  abstracts  in  the  iirst  instance,  instead  of  sending  the  regular 
certified  copies  of  the  patents  at  full  length.  As  our  delay  has  been  solely  with  a  view  to  the  ends  of 
justice,  we  hope  we  shall  find  sufHcient  apology  by  forwarding  the  enclosed  letters. 
With  high  regard,  &c.,  &c.. 


Hon.  Elijah  IIayward,  Commissioner,  dv. 


TIIOxMAS  (JREEN  DAVIDSON,  Regishr. 
A.  G.  I'ENN,  Rrerirer. 


Begister  of  claims  to  lands  in  the  district  icest  of  Pearl  river,  in  Louisiana,  said  to  be  derived  from  Spanish 
authorities,  ivhich,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned  register  and  receiver,  are  valid,  agreeably  to  the  lairs, 
usages,  and  customs  of  said  government. 


Present  claimant. 

Original  claimant. 

Nature  of  claim. 

Date  of  claim 

Quantity  claimed. 

Where  situated. 

By  whom 
granted . 

By  whora 
surveyed. 
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JohnMcDonogh.. 

do 

do 

do 

David  Williams  . . 
Guillenio  Williams 
William  Estevan. 
Domingo  Assaretto 

Spanish  patent. 

do 

do 

do 

April    8,1789 
.•\pril    8,1789 
Dec.  18,1787 
Feb.  18,1788 

400 

240 

388 

1,200 

.... 

1 

C.Trndeau 
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....do 

do 

1790 
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do    

.      do 

1790 
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■If 

9  arp.  26  . 
30arp.... 

40 
40 

do 

do 

..  .do.... 
do 

1790 

*  Certified  copies  from  the  register  of  the  eastern  district,  dated  November  8,  A.  D.  1830. 


fSold  in  1814  for  taxes. 


The  above  is  a  register  of  claims  made  in  conformity  with  an  act  of  last  Congress  of  the  United  States,  approved  May  28,  A.  D.  1830.  In  regard  to  the 
foregoing  claims,  the  undersigned  commissioners  beg  leave  to  remark  that  they  have  e.vamincd  all  the  title  papers  of  each,  and  find  the  regular  chain  of  title 
complete,  from  the  original  claimant  down  lo  the  present,  (John  .McDonogh  ;)  and  from  the  evidence  before  us  it  appears  that  the  three  Iirst  patents  were 
issued  as  early  as  the  year  1787,  by  Governor  Miro,  and  that  they  were  occupied  as  early  as  1790.  The  precise  nature  of  the  inhabitation  and  cultivation 
has  not  been  proved  to  us. 

The  fourth  claim,  in  the  name  of  Domingo  Assaretto  as  original  claimant,  seems  to  be  a  complete  patent  from  Governor  Miro  for  1 ,200  arpents,  issued 
February  18,  1788,  without  the  additional  proof  of  occupancy,  except  the  remark  in  tiie  grant,  "  that  the  possession  has  been  given  and  is  recognized." 
The  undersigned  further  remark,  that  although  the  grants  tor  all  of  these  claims  refer  to  the  surveys,  and  to  the  fact  of  their  having  been  made,  yet  the  dale 
of  the  time  when  they  were  surveyed  is  not  mentioned  in  tlie  grants.  How  far  this  ought  lo  alTect  their  validity  we  leave  to  the  consideration  of  Congress, 
by  subjoining  the  following  remarks :  that  many  claims  In  this  office  appear  to  have  been  reported  upon  similar  facts,  which  have  been  conlirmed  and 
recognized  bv  the  proper  authorities  as  valid. 

THOMAS  GREEN  DAVIIISON,  Recisfer. 
ANDREW  GORDON  PENN,  Receiver. 

LiND  OFflCE,  S(.  Helena  Court  house,  Louisiana,  December  4,  ^.  D.  1830. 


Land  Office,  New  Orleans,  November  8,  1830. 

Gentlemen:  Some  time  after  I  made  out  the  copies  of  the  patents  in  the  names  of  Wm.  Stephen, 
Carpinter,  D.  Assaretto,  and  Wm.  and  D.  Williams,  for  Mr.  McDonogh,  I  discovered  that  it  had  been  the 
invariable  custom  of  the  ofiSce  to  fill  out  the  copies  of  such  of  the  patents  which  had  been  abbreviated  or 
curtailed  in  the  registry  from  the  one  recorded  at  length  in  the  beginning  of  each  book  and  which  served 
as  a  formula  or  exemplar.  This  will  account  for  the  difference  between  the  copies  of  the  above  patents 
now  furnished  and  those  furnished  in  August  last. 

I  remain,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HILARY  B.  CENAS,  Register. 

The  Register  and  Receiver  of  the  Land  Office,  St.  Helena. 


New  Orleans,  Tuesday,  November  16,  1830. 
Gentlemen:  I  yesterday  put  in  the  post  ofSce  a  packet  directed  to  Mr.  Davidson,  containing  a  dupli- 
cate of  mine  to  him  of  the  4th  instant,  with  the  four  patents  in  question  copied  out  in  full,  and  I  took 
therefrom  his  letter  to  me  of  the  8th  instant.  On  seeing  Mr.  McCaleb  an  hour  after  having  put  said 
packet  in  the  post  ofHce,  he  handed  me  your  favor  of  the  13th  instant,  the  contents  of  which  I  note,  and 
was  happy  to  find  you  had  received  mine  of  the  4th  instant.  On  the  patents  reaching  you  I  doubt  not  all 
will  be  found  satisfactory.  As  you  observe,  the  plats  of  survey  sometimes  accompanied  the  patents,  at 
other  times  they  did  not;  they  were  not  recorded  in  the  book  of  patents.  When  at  your  office  I  pointed 
out  to  you  on  the  township  plats  the  situation  of  those  tracts;  they  are  put  down  there  as  public  lands, 
(no  private  claims  being  on  them,  as  every  one  knew  they  were  owned  by  complete  title.)     Mr.  Brown,  the 
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principal  deputy  survoynr  at  Baton  Kougc,  promised  nic  to  forward  you  the  plats  of  them.  Wliothcr 
your  report  is  made,  g-ontlemen,  a  few  weeks  sooner  or  later  is  of  no  consequence;  the  object  is  to  do 
justice,  and  I  know  you  too  well  to  believe  j'ou  would  make  one  against  mc  where  you  were  convinced 
rny  title  was  a  good  one;  therefore  should  my  i)atents  from  any  accident  not  reach  you,  I  will  beg  the 
favor  of  one  of  you  to  cross  over  here,  (as  I  will  with  pleasure  and  gratitude  pay  your  expenses  coming 
and  going,)  as  two  minutes  passed  bj'  you  in  the  land  oSice  here  will  satisfy  you  on  every  point. 

Excuse  the  haste  with  which  I  address  you,  and  believe  me  to  be,  with  great  respect,  gentlemen, 
your  obedient  and  very  hinnblc  servant, 

JOHN  McDONOGH. 

Messrs.  T.  G.  Danihso.n-  and  A.  G.  Penn,  Es(js.,  MontpeUer,  St.  Helena. 


21ST    CONGRF.SS.1  NO.    869.  [2d  SeSSION. 

ADVERSE  TO  THE  RELOCATION  OP  A  BOUNTY   LAND    PATENT   BY    THE   ASSIGNEE  OF  A 

SOLDIER. 

CClM.MUXICATED  TO    THE  HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES  JAXUARY  5,   1831. 

Mr.  Sterigerk,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  wliom   was  referred  the  petition  of  Peter 

Williams,  of  Hancock  county,  Illinois,  reported: 

That  it  appears  from  a  statement  of  the  petitioner,  and  the  accompanying  testimony,  that  a  patent 
was  granted  to  William  Hall,  a  soldier  of  the  late  war,  for  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  number  29,  of 
township  number  4  north,  of  range  number  9  west  of  the  fourth  principal  meridian,  as  his  military  bounty 
land;  that  said  Hall  sold  and  conveyed  the  same  by  deed  to  John  T.  Doubleday,  who  sold  and  conveyed 
the  same  by  deed  to  Lyman  Tracy,  and  that  Tracy  sold  and  conveyed  the  same  by  deed  of  the  11th 
November,  1820,  to  the  petitioner,  who  is  still  the  owner  of  the  said  tract  or  quarter  section  of  land. 

The  petitioner  alleges  that  he  purchased  said  land  without  previously  ascertaining  its  actual  value, 
and  removed  to  it  in  1823;  that  he  lias  since  found  it  is  subject  to  annual  inundations,  and  is  unfit  for 
cultivation;  that  he  exhausted  all  his  pecuniary  means  in  removing  from  Ohio  to  the  western  couutry,  and 
has  sufl'ered,  &c.;  and  prays  Congress  to  pass  a  law  authorizing  him  to  select  and  locate  an  equal  quantity 
of  land  in  the  military  bounty  land  tract  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

By  an  act  of  Congress,  soldiers  who  have  received  patents  for  bounty  land  which  is  unfit  for  cultiva- 
tion are  authorized  to  exchange  them  for  other  land  fit  for  cultivation,  provided  they  remove  to  and  settle 
on  tlie  same;  but  there  is  no  such  privilege  granted  to  the  assignee  of  a  soldier,  or  even  to  a  soldier, 
u)iless  he  intends  settling  on  the  lands;  nor  is  there  a  single  instance  in  which  it  has  granted  to  the 
soldier's  assignee,  or  other  owner,  such  a  privilege.  This  privilege,  which  is  proper  with  reference  to  the 
soldier  himself,  the  committee  think  should  not  be  extended  to  his  assignee.  It  would  operate  generally 
as  an  increase  to  speculation  in  such  lands,  already  too  great,  and  would  benefit  the  speculator  only,  and 
not  the  soldier,  as  nearly  all  the  bounty  lands  granted  to  the  soldiers  of  the  late  war  are  notoriously  in 
the  hands  of  speculators.  The  committee  think  Congress  ought  to  be  careful  not  to  set  an  example  of  this 
kind,  and  are  of  opinion  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


2  1st  Congress.]  ■  No.  870.  [2d  Session. 

ADVERSE  TO  THE  CONFIRMATION   OF  THE  SALE  OF  AN  INDIAN  RESERVATION. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OP    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    5,    1831. 

Mr.  Sterigere,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  James 

Caulficld,  reported: 

That  by  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  20th  of  April,  1818,  Peggy  Bailey  (sister  of  Dixon  Bailey,  a  Creek 
Indian,  who  was  slain  at  the  capture  of  Fort  Mims)  was  authorized  to  enter  without  payment,  at  the  proper 
land  oflicc,  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  so  as  to  include  the  settlement  and  improvement  of 
said  Dixon  Bailey,  in  Alabama:  Providing,  however,  "  that  neither  the  said  Peggy  Bailey  nor  her  heirs 
shall  have  power  of  claiming  said  land,  or  any  part  thereof,  in  any  manner  whatever."  And  in  case  of 
the  voluntary  abandonment  of  the  possession  and  occupancy  of  said  tract  of  land  by  the  said  Peggy 
Bailey,  or  of  her  heirs  hereafter,  the  said  land  shall  revert  to  the  United  States. 

The  memorialist  states  that  said  Peggy  Bailey  entered  320  acres  of  laud  at  the  land  office  at  Cahaba, 
agreeably  to  the  act  of  Congress,  took  possession  tiiereof,  and  remained  in  the  possession  and  occupancy 
of  the  same  until  23d  September,  1828,  when  she  voluntarily  abandoned  it,  and  emigrated  to  the  west  of 
the  Mississippi  river  with  her  husband,  Richard  Robinson;  that  a  Benjamin  Hawkins,  agent  and  attorney 
in  fact  of  said  Richard  Robinson  and  Peggy,  in  consideration  of  $1,000,  sold  and  conveyed  all  their  right, 
title,  claim,  and  interest  in  said  tract  of  land  to  the  memorialist.  Ho  states  that  at  the  time  he  purchased 
said  claim  he  was  not  aware  of  the  proviso  in  the  act  of  Congress,  but  purchased  the  same  in  good  faith, 
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anil  uiiilrr  an  expectation  lie  wouKl  receive  a  imtent  lor  the  same,  whicli  he  ia  now  inlornied  he  cann<jt, 
and  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  pass  an  act  of  (Jungress  on  the  subject  to  vest  the  land  in  the  memorialist. 
He  says,  in  consei|uencc  of  the  removal  of  the  said  Peygy,  he  is  left  deiiendent  fur  indemnity  lor  the, 
amount  i)aid  by  him  on  the  .justice  and  liberality  of  Congress.  He  therefore  prays  ('onj;-ress  to  pass  an 
act  vesting-  in  him  the  title  to  the  said  tract  of  land  granted  to  said  IVggy  Hailey.  The  letter  of  attorney 
and  conveyance  alluded  to,  and  a  letter  from  a  Mr.  Bailey  respecting  tin;  character  of  the  petitioner, 
accomjiany  the  iniMiiorial.  But  there  is  no  proof  of  the  allegations  eontaineil  in  the  memorial,  not  even  tlie 
oath  of  the  petitioner  himself  The  [letitioner  purchased  in  the  ver_y  face  of  a  law  prohihUing  the  sah;  of 
the  land  by  Peggy  Bailey,  and  the  conmuttee  think  it  scarcely  possible  that  the  parties  to  the  saiil  sah^ 
and  conveyance  could  have  been  ignorant  of  the  prohibition  to  Peggy  Baile.v  to  sell  said  land  contained 
in  the  act  recited,  as  it  is  eontaineil  in  the  same  act  under  which  she  ilerived  her  riglit  to  occu]iy  the  land, 
to  which  the  purchaser  ought  to  have  looked,  and  to  which  it  is  lii.ghly  improbabh!  he  did  not  look.  But 
this  view  of  the  case  is  not  material.  If  the  memorialist  was  ignorant  of  the  proviso,  as  he  alleges,  it  is 
no  ground  to  set  up  any  claim  to  the  land,  or  for  indemnity  for  the  amount  he  paid.  He  has  no  stronger 
claim  on  Congress  than  any  other  man  would  have  who  might  purchase  land  of  the  squatter  on  the  public 
lands.  If  Congi-css  grant  the  jirayer  of  the  petitioner,  and  thus  sanction  the  principle  involved,  it  will  bo 
establishing  a  precedent,  and  making  an  example,  going  to  countenancing  and  encouraging  speculators 
in  their  frauds  on  the  government,  in  buying  up  pretended  titles  to  the  public  lands.  The  committee  think 
Congress  should  discountenance  such  traffic  by  refusing  their  sanction  to  any  such  case  as  the  petitioner's, 
or  any  other  such  speculation. 

In  this  case  the  petitioner  should  be  left  to  seek  his  remedy  in  the  courts  of  justice,  as  other  citi/.ens. 
His  case  has  no  superior  merits;  and  if  he  purchased  ignorantly,  as  he  alleges,  the  committee  arc  not 
aware  that  he  has  any  stronger  claims  than  any  other  person  who  may  have  purchased  lands  to  which  the 
vender  had  no  title,  or  had  no  right  to  sell.  If  the  claim  of  the  petitioner  be  allowed,  it  establishes  a 
principle  which  gives  every  individual  who  will  come  forward  and  allege  he  has  been  overreached  or 
deceived  in  a  bargain — a  speculation  for  land — or  was  mistaken  in  his  purchase,  or  ignorant  of  the  riglits 
and  interests  of  the  vender,  a  right  to  be  indemnified  by  Congress.  Because  James  CaidjicJd  IxntglU  of  I'eggy 
Bailey  and  her  liusband  a  tract  of  land  to  which  thry  had  no  title,  and  no  right  to  sell,  it  gives  liim  no  stronger 
claim  to  be  indeninitied  bj-  Congress  than  if  he  had  bought  a  tract  of  land  of  any  other  individual  to 
which  he  had  no  title  or  right  to  sell.  To  pretend  that  Congress  ouglit  to  indemnify  all  ignorant  purchasers 
for  their  improvident  bargains  and  losses  is  an  idea  too  abswd  to  remark  upon  The  committee  think 
the  memorialist  has  no  more  claim  to  the  tract  of  land  mentioned  than  any  other  portion  of  the  public  lands, 
and  that  such  speculations  should  be  frowned  upon.     They  therefore  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved.  Tliat  the  prayer  of  the  memorialist  ought  mit  to  be  granted. 
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0  N    C  L  A  I  .M    TO    L  A  N  D    IX    L  0  U  I  S  I  A  N  A  . 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    IIOl'SE    OF    REFRESENT.i.T!VES    .lANUARY    0,    1831. 

Mr.  Sterigere,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred   the  iictition  of  Robert 

Hillin,  reported  : 

That  the  petitioner  states  that  he  represents  the  heir  of  Nathaniel  Hillin;  that  "  iMm  Ilillin,  in  ISOT, 
inhabited  and  cultivated"  a  C(?r/a('?i  <rae<  o/' fe»(/ in  the  parish  of  East  Baton  Kouge,  State  of  Louisiana, 
which  was  afterwards  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  his  brother,  Nathaniel  Hillin,  and  subsequently  l>y  Peter 
Bailey  in  1815  or  1816,  for  Nathaniel  Hillin's  heir,  and  that  the  petitioner  has  kept  said  land  in  cultivation 
ever  since  for  the  benefit  of  said  heir.  That  they  had  emploj-ed  an  agent  to  la^'  the  claim  before  tlic  land 
commissioners,  who  neglected  to  attend  to  it. 

The  petitioner  prays  that  the  "land  commissioners  cast  of  the  island  of  Orleans,  in  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana, "  may  be  authorized  to  receive  said  land  claim,  and  report  thereon,  or  grant  such  other  relief  as 
may  be  deemed  expedient. 

The  facts  set  forth  in  the  petition  are  not  verified  even  by  the  petitioner's  own  oath.  There  is  an 
affidavit  of  the  petitioner,  and  also  of  Peter  Bailey  and  of  Alexander  Fridge,  stating  that  a  certain  tract  rjf 
land  situate  in  Ea.4  Batem  Rouge  was  improved  in  1807  by  Isam  Hillin,  and  in  1815  or  181G  inhabited 
and  cultivated  by  Peter  Bailey  for  said  Nathaniel  Hillin's  heir,  and  has  been  in  cultivation  ever  since  for 
said  heir. 

The  testimony  in  this  case  is  entirely  too  loose,  uncertain,  weak,  and  suspicious  to  sustain  any  claim; 
neither  the  petitioner  nor  the  deponents  give  anj'  description  of  the  property,  its  boundaries,  or  quantity. 
The  claim  has  never  been  entered  with  any  board  of  land  commissioners.  The  allegation  of  the  petitioner 
that  an  agent  had  been  employed,  who  neglected  to  attend  to  this  claim,  is  entitled  to  no  credit  in  the 
absence  of  the  testimony  of  the  agent  to  that  statement.  At  any  rate,  according  to  the  petitioner's  own 
statements,  the  claimants  have  been  only  trespassers  on  the  public  lands.  The  committee  are  not  aware 
that  this  claim  is  sustained  bj'  any  law  or  usage.  But,  if  none  of  the  above  objections  existed  against 
the  claini,  the  committee  think  it  would  be  bad  polic.y  to  open  the  land  offices  for  the  reception  and  exam- 
ination of  every  new  claim  which  may  from  time  to  time  be  gotten  up,  either  honestly  or  otherwise,  to 
portions  of  the  public  land,  and  in  that  manner  prevent  a  final  settlement  of  these  claims,  and  the  liringing 
of  the  public  lands  into  the  market.  The  committee  think  the  i>rayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted,  and  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  be  rejected. 
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2  1st  Congress.]  No.  872.  [2d  Session. 

KELATIVE  TO  THE  THREE  PER  CENT.  FUND  PROM  THE  SALES  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS 
FOR  THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  ROADS  AND  CANALS  IN  CERTAIN  STATES. 

COMMUNKATEl)    TO    THE    nOUSE    OK    REPRESENT.^TIVES    BY    THE    CHAIRMAN    OF    THE    COMMITTEE  ON  TUBLIC  LANDS  JANUARY 

0,  1831. 

Treasury  Department,  January  6,  1831. 
Sir:  I  have  tlio  honor  to  inform  you  tliat  the  payment  of  the  balance  clue  to  the  State  of  Missouri  out 
of  the  three  per  cent,  fund  has  been  withheld,  as  well  as  those  due  to  the  States  of  Illinois  and  Alabama, 
for  want  of  a  return  of  the  application  of  the  money  previously  paid  to  those  States  according  to  law. 
The  returns  sIkiw  that  the  money  has  not  been  applied  to  the  object  prescribed  by  the  respective  acts  of 
Congress,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  consequently  required  to  withhold  the  payment.  The 
difficulty  may  be  removed  by  repealing  so  much  of  the  several  acts  of  Congress  as  requires  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  withhold  payment  until  a  return  be  made  of  the  application  of  the  moneys  previously 
paid.  Should  that  measure  correspond  with  the  views  of  the  committee,  it  will  be  proper  to  comprehend 
in  the  pmvisions  of  a  bill  for  that  purpose  all  the  States  to  which  the  three  per  cent,  fund  may  be  payable 
conditionally,  vix:  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri,  Alabama,  and  Mississippi.  They  will  then  bo  all  placed  on 
the  same  footing,  in  tiiis  respect,  as  Ohio;  and,  like  that  State,  they  will  be  required  by  law  to  transmit 
an  annual  account  of  the  application  of  the  moneys  received,  but  not  subject  to  have  the  accruing  moneys 
withheld  in  default  of  such  return  being  made. 

Annexed  is  a  note  of  the  several  acts  of  Congress  relating  to  this  subject. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  INGHAM,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  C.  A.  WicKLiFFE,  Chairman  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 

Home  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States. 

Ohio. — Laws  U.  S.,  vol.  3,  p,  542,  §  2.  To  be  applied  in  laying  out,  opening  and  making  roads  within 
said  State,  and  to  no  other  purpose  whatever.  Annual  account  of  the  application  of  tlie  same  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  No  direction  is  given  for  withholding  payment  in 
default  of  such  return  being  made. 

Indiana. — Laws  U.  S.,  vol.  6,  p.  284.  Public  roads  and  canals  within  the  State,  and  to  no  other  purpose 
whatever. 

Illinois. — Laws  U.  S.,  vol.  6,  p.  .541.     Encouragement  of  learning,  and  to  no  other  purpo.se. 

Missouri,  Mississi]r[ji,  and  Alabama. — Laws  U.  S.,  vol.  1,  p.  46.  Public  roads  and  canals,  and  improving  the 
navigation  of  rivers,  and  to  no  other  purpose. 

In  the  five  last-mentioned  States,  the  same  account  of  the  application  of  the  money  is  required  as  in 
the  State  of  Ohio;  and  in  default  of  such  return  being  made,  the  Secretary  is  required  to  withhold 
payment  until  a  return  shall  be  made. 


21sT  Congress.]  No.  873.  [2d  Session. 

ADVERSE  TO  ALLOWING    TO  THE    HEIRS  OF  A  REVOLUTIONARY  OFFICER  A  WARRANT 
FOR  LAND  WHERE  THE  OFFICER  HIMSELF  HAD  RECEIVED  IT. 

communicated  to  thf,  house  of  representatives  January  1,  1831. 

Mr.  Sterigere,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Selby 
Harney,  Arthur  Gregory,  (for  his  wife  Nancy,)  and  Thomas  Harney,  reported: 

The  memorialists  allege  that  the  said  Selby  Harney,  Thomas  Harney,  and  Nancy  Gregory  are  the  only 
surviving  heirs  of  Selby  Harney,  deceased,  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  revolutionary  army,  who  died  in 
the  year  1800;  that  Colonel  Harney  was  entitled  to  a  tract  of  land  for  his  revolutionary  services;  that  a 
grant  was  issued  to  Colonel  Harney  for  his  land,  and  it  was  located  in  the  county  of  Licking,  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  and  now  held  by  other  persons,  without  any  right  in  the  knowledge  of  the  petitioners;  that,  until 
within  three  or  four  years,  the  petitioners  were  ignorant  that  their  father  had  been  granted  a  tract  of  land 
for  his  revolutionary  services;  they  allege  they  do  not  believe  their  father,  or  any  of  his  legal  representa- 
tives, ever  transferred  said  grant;  that,  by  the  lapse  of  time,  they  are  debarred  from  receiving  the  land 
from  the  present  holders,  and  pray  Congress  to  make  them  compensation  in  other  lands  belonging  to  the 
United  States  in  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  or  Kentucky,  which  may  be  a  fair  equivalent  to  that 
granted  to  their  father,  Colonel  Harney,  taking  into  consideration  the  present  enhanced  value  of  land  in 
Licking  county,  Ohio.     They  also  state  the  death  of  the  other  heir  of  said  Colonel  Harney. 

The  petitioners  have  submitted  ample  proof  of  their  being  heirs  of  Colonel  Harney,  but  no  proof  of 
their  being  the  only  surviving  heirs,  or  of  the  death  of  all  the  other  heirs  ;  but,  taking  the  statement  of  the 
petitioners,  so  far  as  they  are  not  contradicted  by  other  proof,  as  true,  they  are  not  entitled  to  have  their 
claim  allowed. 

It  appears  Colonel  Selby  Harney  was  entitled  to  500  acres  of  land  for  his  revolutionary  services,  and 
that  a  warrant.  No.  1093,  was  granted  to  Colonel  Harney  for  that  quantity;  that  this  warrant  was 
located  by  the  holder,  G.  W.  Steel,  on  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  township,  range  twelve,  in  the 
United  States  military  tract  of  Ohio,  agreeably  to  the  act  of  the  1st  of  June,  1196,  which  authorized  the 
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holders  (if  such  warrants  to  locate  them.  These  facts  are  shown  by  the  records  of  the  land  ollice.  Tin; 
warrant  nicntione<l,  with  many  others,  was  destroyed  at  tlu,-  time  thi^  departments  W(n'e  Imrned  in  Anj^'iist, 
1:S14,  and  many  otlier  jiapers  connected  with  this  s\ihject.  It  is  fair  to  conclud(!  that  the  land  ollieers 
wonhl  not  have  |iei-mitted  this  lan<l  to  have'  been  improperly  or  illej^idly  located  ;  and  the  committee  have 
no  doulit  that  th(!  warrant  had  hecn  leically  transferred  to  Mr.  Steel  in  the  alisence  of  all  jjroof,  or  even 
pri'siim[>tioii,  to  the  contrary  ;  and  that  there  is  no  foundation  whatever  for  the  belief  that  tlie  present 
'    '■  '    ■  "         obtained  iiDSScssion  of  thi' land  by  forg-ery,  fraud,  or  any   otln^r  illcn'al    means. 


not  been  occasioned  by  any  act  or  neg-lect  on  the  part  of  the  government.  It  is  admitted  by  the  petitioners, 
and  proved  by  the  records  of  the  land  ollice,  that  a  warrant  was  issued  to  (.'olonel  Harney  for  saiil  tract 
of  land,  which  was  tlien  at  his  own  disposal  and  under  his  own  control,  and  the  g'overinnent  no  longer 
responsible  for  it.  If  Colonel  Harney,  or  his  heirs,  have,  by  their  acts  cu'  ne.gligence,  been  deprived  of  th(! 
land,  they,  like  other  citizens,  should  submit  to  the  loss,  or  take  the  course  allowed  by  law  to  recover  it. 
There  is  no  shadow  of  claim  on  the  I'liited  States  in  this  case.     The  committee  tlieref  ir<'  oiler  the  follow- 

ino*  rnsolntii  m  • 


ins:  resolution: 

7iV.S"/nv/,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  mit  to  be  granted 
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LEGAL  DECISION  OX  THE   LAND  CLAIMS   OP  THE  HEIRS  OF  MACKAY  WIIERKY  AND  OF 
AUGUSTE  CHOUTEAU  AND  OTHERS  IN  MISSOURI. 

COMMUNIC.MED    TO    THE    SEXATE    JANUARY    7,    1831. 

OPINION  OF  JUDGE  E'ECK. 
Cmirt  (if  till'  Uiiitid  Slates  for  tlic  3It.<gouri  Di^tricl. — Sj/crial  Courl. 

.JOSEPH  WHERRY  AXU  OTHERS,   HEIRS    OF  MACKAY  WHERRY,   CS.  THE  UXITKD  STATES. 

PECK,  Judge. 

The  ancestor  under  whom  the  petitioners  claim,  in  his  petition  to  the  lieutenant  governor,  dated  April 
15,  1802,  upcui  which  the  concession  in  the  present  case  was  <.ibtained,  alleges  that  he  had  been  a  long 
time  an  inhabitant  in  the  countrj-,  and  that  the  400  arpents  which  had  been  theretofore  granted  to  him, 
"  Ills  family  being  much  increased,  and  particularly  his  animals  increased  in  number  considerably,  were 
no  longer  sufHcient  for  their  support,  and  therefore  prays  a  concession  of  1,600  arpents,  near  the  rivers 
Dardenne  and  Mississippi,  which  he  will  point  out  at  the  time  tU%  survey  thereof  shall  be  made."  In 
answer  to  this  petition  the  lieutenant  governor,  after  reciting  "that  the  petitioner  is  an  old  inhabitant  of 
the  country  and  that  his  family  is  sufficiently  large  to  obtain  the  quantity  of  land  which  he  solicits," 
concedes  the  land  solicited  by  a  concession  dated  April  18,  1S02. 

On  the  part  of  the  petitioners  the  handwriting  of  the  lieutenant  governor  to  the  concession  is  proved 
and  the  body  of  the  concession  is  proved  to  be  in  the  handwriting  of  Soulard.  The  signature  rif  Mackay 
Wherry  to  the  petition  is  likewise  proved,  and  the  petition  is  proved  to  be  in  the  handwriting  <:if  Pierre 
Provencher.  There  are  so  many  witnesses  wiio  prove  the  handwriting  of  Delassus,  Soulard,  and  Pro- 
vencher,  that  the  court  does  not  doubt  of  their  handwriting. 

The  witness,  Rutgers,  cm  behalf  of  the  petitioners,  states  that  in  1801,  as  he  thinks,  Wherr^',  the 
ancestor,  had  a  fauiily  of  several  children,  (three  or  four,)  a  negro  woman,  some  cattle,  and,  he  thinks,  a 
horse.  Mrs.  Dodge,  a  witness  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  however,  says  that  two  or  three  j'ears 
after  the  said  Wherry  arrived  in  this  countr\-  he  married  her  sister  and  removed  to  St.  Charles  to  live; 
that  Joseph  Wherry,  who  was  his  eldest  son,  is  now  but  twenty-eight  years  of  ago.  The  deposition  of 
said  ^Vherry,  certified  from  the  recorder's  office,  shows  that  he  arrived  here  in  1798.  Mrs.  Dodge  further 
states  that  he  had  seven  or  eight  head  of  cattle  and  a  negro  woman,  lived  in  a  small  liouse  in  the  town  of 
St.  Charles,  owned  a  lot  there,  and  cultivated  corn  in  the  common  fields  of  St.  Charles;  does  not  know 
whether  he  owned  a  horse  or  not.  Both  Mrs.  Dodge  and  said  Rutgers  agree  that  when  he  left  St.  Charles 
he  removed  to  Rutgers'  farm,  where  he  remained  some  years  and  then  returned  to  St.  Ciiarles.  Mrs. 
Dodge  further  states  that  prior  to  his  intermarriage  with  her  sister,  he  resided  in  the  town  of  St.  Louis 
and  did  business  as  a  merchant  in  partnership  with  another  gentleman.  It  further  appears  in  evidence 
that  the  tract  of  400  arpents  was  not  surveyed  until  December,  1803.  The  statement,  then,  that  tlie 
petitioner  was  an  old  inliabitant  at  the  date  of  tlic  concession  is  disproved  by  his  own  affidavit,  which 
shows  that  he  arrived  in  1798,  four  years  before.  The  insufficiency  of  the  400  arpents  for  the  support  of 
his  family  and  cattle  is  disproved  hy  the  evidence  on  behalf  of  the  petitioners,  as  well  as  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  particularly  by  the  evidence  of  Mrs.  Dodge,  which  is  minute  and  altogether  credible;  and 
is  disproved  by  the  circumstance  that  he  never  took  possession  of  it,  or  even  had  it  surveyed,  until 
December,  1803.  The  period  of  his  arrival,  as  established  by  his  own  affidavit,  of  liis  marriage,  and  the 
age  of  his  eldest  child,  as  established  by  Mrs.  Dodge,  with  the  other  evidence,  sliow  that  at  tlio  date  of 
the  last  concession  his  family  consisted  of  a  wife,  an  infant  child,  and  a  negro  xyimian.  It  is  remarkable 
that  when  his  concession  for  400  arpents  was  before  the  board  of  eomiuissioners,  the  testimony  of  James 
Mackay  should  have  been  introduced  to  negative  the  existence  of  any  other  concession  in  his  favor  than 
that  wliich  was  then  before  the  board,  which  testimony  likewise  represents  that  he  was  the  head  of  a 
family  when  the  concession  for  400  arpents  was  obtained,  and  also  that  witness  had  known  him  in  the 
vol,.  VI 29  F 
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ciiiiiitiv  liir  tt'M  vi_ai-.s  aiitrriiri-  (c.  l^Uli,  wliicli  -wciiilil  ilatc  his  arrival  in  tlii'  cuuntrj'  and  marriage  iimre 
than  a  year  earlier  than  do  his  own  allidavit  and  llic  evidence  of  Mrs.  I)odj^-c.  And  it  is  fiirtlicr  remark- 
able that  in  IbOiS,  when  llu.'  present  claim  lor  1,(500  arpcnts  was  bcibrc  the  commissioners  ibr  adjudication 
the  concession  was  alleged  to  be  lost,  and  its  previous  existence  established  by  Pierre  Provencher,  in 
whose  handwriting  the  jjctition  is  proved  to  be,  who  testified  before  the  commissioners  "that  about  1801 
in  the  spring  or  summer,  wIkmi  he  lived  at  the  house  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  lie  had  a  concession  to 
^Vh(.•rry  Ibr  1,(100  ar|)imts  in  his  hand.''  It  did  not  then  occur  t(j  the  witness,  it  would  appear,  that  the 
petition  for  the  concession  had  been  written  liy  himself.  Ant<jinc  Soulard,  also,  in  support  of  the  same 
claim  before  the  connnissioners,  testified,  that  in  1800  Wherry  put  into  his  hands  a  concession  for  GOO  or 
800  arpents,  wliicli  lie  gave  to  one  of  his  deinities  that  the  survey  might  be  made,  but  that  he  did  not 
know  what  had  become  of  it.  This  witness  also  omits  to  state  that  the  concession  was  in  his  hand- 
writing. Both  of  them  make  the  concession  earlier  than  its  actual  date.  This  concession  having 
reappeared  is  not  for  any  particular  lands,  and  was  never  located  until  within  a  few  years. 

The  law  of  Spain  in  Louisiana  did  not  authorize  gratuitous  grants,  except  for  tillage  or  pasturage, 
and  in  the  former  case  but  in  proportion  to  the  ability  and  the  means  of  the  cultivator,  and  in  the  latter 
but  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  his  cattle,  slaves,  &c.  The  laws  authorize  gratuitous  grants  of  the 
first  kind,  with  condition  that  a  certain  proportion  should  be  cultivated  within  a  specified  time,  and  do 
not  intend  that  a  second  grant  sh(nild  be  made  to  the  same  person  until  the  conditions  of  the  first  shall 
have  been  complied  with  or  the  first  grant  relinquished.  Here  nothing  had  been  done  towards  compliance 
with  the  conditions  upon  which  the  grant  would  have  issued  upon  tlie  first  concession.  Wherry  did  not 
occupy  the  lands  conceded  by  the  first  concession.  At  the  date  of  the  first  concession  he  was  a  merchant, 
resident  in  St.  Louis.  The  concessiiio  for  the  1,(500  arpents,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  jn-evious 
grant  and  the  family  and  means  of  the  grantee,  was  certainly  unauthorized  by  the  law.  The  representa- 
tion which  is  contained  in  tlie  petition  and  concession  in  relation  fo  the  i'aniily  and  cattle  of  the  petitioner 
and  his  being  an  old  inhabitant,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  concession  aiipear  to  have  been  authorized 
by  law,  raises  the  presumption  of  an  intentional  fraud — not  confined  to  the  original  claimant,  but  e.xtendin"- 
to  the  olHcer  making  the  concession  and  implicating  Soulard,  the  surveyor,  in  whose  handwriting  the 
concession  is  proved  to  be.  The  attempt  to  negative  the  existence  of  this  concession  when  the  one  lor 
400  arpents  was  before^  the  board,  and  afterwards  putting  in  a  claim  f(ir  this  as  upon  a  lost  Cfinccssion, 
and  supporting  that  claim  by  the  testimony  of  witnesses  in  the  manner  which  has  been  mentioned,  are 
all  circumstances  unfavorable  to  the  fairness  of  the  claim. 

On  the  hearing  of  tlie  case  of  the  heirs  of  Mackay,  decided  some  days  since,  the  court  believed  and 
now  has  no  doubt  but  that  three  of  the  officers  of  the  former  government  were  concerned  in  antedating 
the  concession  upon  which  that  claim  was  founded,  viz:  the  lieutenant  governor,  the  surveyor,  and  the 
commandant  of  the  post  of  St.  Andrd,  in  whose  favor  the  concession  was  made.  Under  this  belief  a  rule 
was  made  upon  the  party  to  show  cause  why  the  concession  in  that  case  should  not  be  impounded.  When 
the  lieutenant  governor  and  the  surveyor  under  the  former  government  were  believed  by  the  court  to  be 
implicated  in  the  fraud  of  antedating  the  concession  in  the  case  referred  to,  it  felt  that  it  was  its  duty  to 
avail  itself  of  the  evidence  which  it  supposed  the  offices  of  the  recorder  and  surveyor  of  the  public  lands 
would  aftbrd,  by  which  to  test  the  correctness  of  that  opinion  with  a  view  to  the  rule  mentioned,  and  to 
detect  the  possible  frauds  of  those  officers  if  frauds  to  any  great  extent  had  been  committed.  Accordingly, 
the  court  expressed  its  wish  to  see  particular  documents  of  these  offices,  and  directed  the  attorney  for  the 
government  to  obtain  them.  During  the  hearing  of  the  present  case  the  facts  it  developed  were  so 
remarkable  that  additional  documents  to  those  first  required  were  requested  b/  the  court  to  be  procured 
by  the  attorney  for  the  government.  From  such  of  these  documents  as  were  obtained  with  the  o'ral 
evidence  that  had  been  heard,  it  would  appear  that,  during  the  latter  period  of  the  government,  there  had 
been  great  departures  from  the  law_jj;y.llie  lieutenant  governor  and  his  predecessors  in  making  conces- 
sions; and  that,  particularly  immediately  preceding  the  transfer  of  the  possession  of  Upper  Louisiana  to 
the  United  States,  there  hail  been  a  great  disregard  of  authority  upon  this  subject.  By  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Leduc,_  a  witness  on  behalf  of  the  petitioners  who  is  largely  interested  in  supporting  the  validity  of 
the  acts  of  the  lieutenant  governor — his  unconfirmed  claims  amounting  to  upwards  of  20,000  acres — it 
appears  that  the  lieutenant  governor  continued  to  issue  concessions  down  to  the  time  of  the  occupation 
of  this  post  by  the  United  States;  notwithstanding  that,  early  in  the  summer  of  1803,  he  had  received  the 
order  of  the  intendant,  directing  that  no  further  petitions  should  be  received  for  lands;*  and  notwith- 
standing the  information  which  liad  been  received  here  at  least  as  early  as  Novemlier  or  December  of  the 
same  year  of  the  transfer  of  the  country  to  the  United  States;  and  tha't  he  was  in  the  practice  of  making 
concessions  which  were  issued  after  the  receipt  of  the  order  mentioned  bear  date  prior  to  the  time  of  its 
receipt;  that  the  lieutenant  governor  should  have  continued  to  issue  concessions  after  the  receipt  of  that 
order  from  the  intendant,  from  whom  alone  lie  derived  his  authority  to  do  any  act  having  relation  to  the 
disposition  of  the  soil,  evinces  a  plain  disregard  of  authority  and  duty;  that  he  shouhriiave  antedated 
such  concession.s  so  as  to  make  them  appear  to  have  been  issued,  some  in  1799,  some  in  1800-'l-'3,  as 
stated  by  the  witness  Leduc,  whose  evidence  is  impliedly  supported  by  the  refusal  of  Soulard  and  Mackay 
to_ answer  questions  betbre  the  late  board  of  commissioners  in  relation  to  that  subject,  as  appears  by  the 
minutes  of  that  board,  shown  intentional  fraud;  that  he  should  have  continued  to  issue  concessions  after 
the  information  of  the  transfer  of  the  country  to  the  United  States  had  been  received,  and  by  them  direct 
the  surveyor  to  put  the  party  into  possession,  and  to  survey  the  lands  and  deliver  him  the  certificate 
thereof  to  enable  him  to  obtain  the  title  in  ibrm  from  the  intendant  general,  to  whom  belonged  the  power 

<"'Tlie  followiriK  is  tlie  onlur  lefcrreil  to: 

"  On  account  of  thi'  dcatli  of  tlie  assessor  of  tliis  intendancy,  and  tlicre  not  being  in  the  province  a  learned  man  who  can 
supply  his  place,  I  have  closed  the  tiiliunal  of  ailfaiis  and  causes  relating  to  grants  and  compositions  of  royal  lands,  as  the  81st 
article  of  the  royal  ordinance  for  the  intendants  of  New  Spain  provides  that,  for  conducting  that  tribunal  and  substantiating 
its  acts,  the  concurrence  of  that  oOicer  shall  be  necessmy.  I  make  thi.s  comuiunication  to  appraise  you  of  this  providence, 
and  that  you  may  not  receive  or  transmit  memoriah/or  the  grant  <f  lands  until  further  orders.     God  preserve  you,  &c. 

"New  Oeleaxs,  Dtcemler  1,  18U2." 

That  the  decree  of  concession  of  the  lieutenant  governor  upon  the  applicant's  memorial  was  but  a  mode  of  conveying 
information  to  the  intendant,  as  supposed  in  the  opinion  of  the  court  in  the  case  of  Chouteau's  heirs,  is  an  inference  from  the 
terms  of  this  order.  The  lieutenant  governor,  by  this  order,  is  not  to  receive  or  transmit  memorials  for  grants  of  lands.  The  decree 
of  the  lieutenant  governor,  therefore,  was  not  to  pass  title,  but  to  give  po.ssesbion  and  authorize  a  survey;  and  the  memorial, 
after  the  survey  was  made,  was  transmitted  through  the  memorialist  to  the  intendant,  from  whom  the  title  would  issue, 
the  secret  reason  of  this  onler,  it  is  believed,  was  the  secret  treaty  of  1800,  at  which  the  country  had  been  transfeneJ  to  France. 
Ihat  the  tribunal  was  closed  on  this  account  was  pioved  by  Mr.  Chouteau  in  the  case  of  Chouteau's  heirs. 
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to  p;i'ant  lands  by  roj'al  (irdcr,  wlion,  at  the  time  of  inakiii;;-  siicli  coiu'cssidiis,  lie  knew  tlial,  as  a  cmisc- 
(iiK'lK'O  of  till'  transic'i"  of  the  (•(luntiy,  tlifi'c  Cduld  lie   iid   inlciiilaiit  t(i  'j:\vi-  such  I'liniial  title  ami  aiilnlalc 

tlioso  e'oiK'cssicuis,  sn  as  tii  iiiakc  tlieiii  appear  tn  lia\e  lieeii  issued    prim-  tn   tin'   n  eeipl  "I'  ll rder  nieii- 

tiiined  tVoin  the  iiitondaiit,  also  evinn'.-i  intrulinnal  frond :  thai  the  sin\'eys  aie  in  inaiiv  iiistanees  nl  a  date 
so  nuieli  later  than  the  ci)ueessii)ii,  and  made  npiui  the  e\-e  ,i|'  the  transfer  df  pussessinn,  is  a  eirennistanci! 
whieh  attracted  the  atteiitinn  nl'  the  cunrt.  Tin/  |iraeliee  which  prevailed  el'  antedatiu.:;'  the  cnncessiims 
which  wci'C  niadi>  alter  i\\v  recei|it  of  the  lU'der  inenlii)ned  IVuni  the  inlendant,  explains  the  reasnn  why 
so  many  years  intervene  hetween  the  date  of  the  concession  and  the  date  of  the  snrvey,  which  is  so 
t'recpiently  oliservahle  wliere  the  surveys  were  made  immediately  prt'cedin.LC  the  chaiin'e  of  f;'(ivernmenl. 
The  witness  states  tliat  he  continued  to  issue  concessions  after  the  receipt  of  the  order  ami  iii/iii'iiioli(i)i 
of  the  transfer  in  tlie  same  ])roportii)n  that  he  had  done  liefore,  hut  cannot  say  what  proportion  so  issued 
t(!('Ci;  made  to  hear  date  prior  to  the  receipt  of  the  order,  hut  thinks  about  sixty  of  them  were  lliiis  (iidrdu'rd. 
The  ^inwilli)igne.ts  of  the  witness  to  i^'wc  evidence  upon  this  point,  his  inleiposing'  his  intei'est  to  excus(^ 
liimself  from  answering-  thereto,  and  the  dilTn-iillij  of  extracting;-  from  him  the  extent  of  that  interest, 
ton"ether  with  his  absence  from  St.  Louis  during'  a  ^'reater  jiart  of  the  time  that  tiie  practii-e  of  antedating;' 
prevailed,  are  circumstances  whicli  do  n  it  permit  his  testimony,  in  relation  to  the  nuniher  of  concessions 
antedated,  to  lie  satisfactory  to  the  court.  The  h.'W  which  liear  date  subseipient  to  the  receipt  of  the 
order,  in  comparison  with  the  many  which  bear  date  in  IT'.i'.l,  liSOtt  -'l-'2,  \vill  all'ord  sonn'  ilala  from  which  an 
(ipinion  may  bo  formed  concernini;-  the  extent  of  the  frauds  of  this  characti-r.  'I'he  years  1711!),  lS00-'l-'2 
are  those  only  in  whicli  the  last  lieutenant  s;-,ivernor  could  lawfully  make  concessions,  lie  succeeded  his 
predecessor  in  the  command  in  the  early  part  of  1T,)9.  The  order  of  the  intendant,  directiuL;- that  no 
further  petitions  should  be  received  for  lands,  was  made  Deeendier  1,  1SU2,  and  was  received,  as  mentioned, 
in  1S03.  Of  the  intervening;-  period,  therefore,  wert'  the  concessions  made  to  bear  <late  which  wer(>  issued 
after  tlie  intendant's  order^  that  they  mii/hl  apjiear  Id  Jiarc  hivn  Icr/afli/  issued.  The  nundier  <if  (-oncessious 
which  were  issued  durin^u,- the  j-ears  HOC)  oc  l~t\)l,  and  1802  l»c/H.s-i'i-r,  and  the  quantity  of  land  they  embrace 
in  comparison  with  the  nundier  issued  durinj;-  the  jirecedin,!;-  period  of  the  g-ovornmeut  in  Louisiana,  and 
the  quantity  of  land  endu-aced  by  these  w(udd  also  furnish  data,  considered  with  reference  to  thf;  increase 
of  popidation,  from  whicli  an  opinion  mi,i;-lit  be  binned  in  relation  to  the  l;-ooi1  or  bad  faith  with  which 
concessions  were  issued  durine-  the  iieriod  mentioned,  and  whether  the  ipnintity  actually  issued  durini;-  the 
latter  period  of  the  g-overnnient  could  have  been  issui.-d  with  a  view  exclusively  to  the  culfivalii.in  of  the 
soil  and  herding-  of  cattle. 

The  practice  of  tiie  lieutenant  g-over]ior  in  g-iving-  out  petitions,  after  flii-y  had  acc-iimulated  in  number, 
to  some  one  of  the  numerous  persons  which  the  witness  mentions,  who  were  in  the  habit  of  writing 
concessions  for  him  to  have  them  written  for  his  sig-iiature,  shows  that  little  crerlit  shoulil  be  given  to  the 
statements  which  might  be  contained  in  such  concessions,  and  that,  as  the  deposition  of  Mackay  states, 
in  practice  the  facts  stated  in  the  petition  were  mere  routine. 

There  is  no  grant  recorded  in  the  Liere  Terricn  larger  than  a  league  square  during  the  whole  thirtj'- 
one  years  in  which  grants  were  recorded  there,  and  that  few  grants  of  that  extent  appear  by  the  evidence 
to  have  been  made  to  wealth}'  persons.  The  witness,  Leduc,  is  sure  that  there  are  very  few  concessions 
which  were  not  recorded  prior  to  the  year  1796,  and  none  which  were  not  jirior  to  the  year  1792.  During- 
the  first  twenty-five  or  six  years  of  the  former  governments  here  concessions  would  appear  to  have  been 
recorded  without  exception,  and  during  the  first  tweiitj'-eight  or  nine  years  with  but  little  exception. 
During  this  period  it  would  appear  that  the  number  of  settlers  was  greater  than  the  number  of  concessions. 
Lands  and  lots,  says  the  witness,  Ledue,  were  settled  without  concessions.  This  i-emark  of  the  witness, 
however,  did  not  refer  to  one  period  of  the  government  more  than  another.  It  would  appear  that,  about 
or  a  little  before  the  period  of  Gayoso's  instructions  of  1797,  ?.  cha.uge  in  the  practice  of  making 
concessions  took  place.  After  that  period  it  would  appear  that  concessions  had  not  always  been  made 
with  attention  to  the  ability  and  forces  of  the  applicant,  or  with  a  view  to  tillage,  a  neglect  in  direct 
violation  of  the  instructions  mentioned.  With  other  articles  relating- to  the  same  subject  these  may  be 
referred  to: 

9.  ''  To  cverv'  settler  answering  the  foregoing-  description,  and  marrii'd,  there  shall  be  granted  two 
hundred  arpents  of  land;  fifty  arpents  sliall  be  added  for  every  child  he  shall  bring  with  him. 

10.  "To  every  emigrant  possessing  property,  and  uniting  the  circumstances  before  mentioni-d,  who 
shall  arrive  with  an  intention  to  establish  himself,  there  shall  be  granted  two  hundred  arpents  of  land,  and 
in  addition,  twenty  arpents  for  ever}'  negro  that  he  shall  bring:  Provided,  howeecr,  that  the  grant  shall 
never  exceed  eight  hundred  arpents  to  one  proprietor.  If  he  has  such  a  number  of  negroes  as  would 
entitle  him,  at  the  above  rate,  to  a  larger  grant,  he  will  alsri  possess  the  means  of  purchasing-  more  than 

■  that  quantity  of  land  if  he  wants  it;  and  it  is  necessary  by  all  possible  means  to  prevent  speculations  in 
lands."' 

14.  "The  new  settler  to  whom  lands  have  been  granted  shall  lose  them  without  recovei-y  if,  in  the 
term  of  one  j'ear,  he  shall  not  begin  to  establish  himself  upon  them,  or  if,  in  the  third  year,  he  shall  not 
have  put  under  labor  ten  arpents  in  every  hundred. 

15.  "He  shall  not  possess  the  right  to  sell  his  lands  until  he  shall  have  jiroduced  three  crops  on  the 
tenth  part  of  his  lands,  which  shall  be  well  cultivated;  but,  in  case  of  death,  he  may  leave  them  to  his 
lawful  heir,  if  he  has  one  resident  in  the  country.  If  he  h.as  no  heir  in  the  country,  thc,y  shall  in  no 
event  go  to  an  heir  who  is  not  of  the  country,  unless  such  heir  shall  resolve  to  come  and  reside  in  it 
eonformablj'  to  the  established  conditions." 

That  the  lieutenant  governor  has  departed  from  the  previous  practice,  disreg-ardcd  the  instructions 
of  Gayoso,  the  regulations  of  the  intendant.  Morales,  the  order  of  the  intendant  not  to  receive  further 
petitions  for  lands,  and  the  treaty  itself  which  transferred  the  country,  is  unquestionable.  That  he  has 
done  so  contrary  to  instructions  and  against  law  cannot  be  doubted.  The  royal  order  of  1770  vested  the 
granting  power  exclusively  in  the  governor  general.  The  decree  of  1798  transferred  that  power  to  the 
intendant,  with  inhibition  to  other  autliorities.  The  lieutenant  governor,  therefore,  must  have  derived  all 
the  authoritj-  ho  had  upon  the  subject  from  these  officers,  as  they  successively  exercised  the  granting 
power.  Those  decrees  of  concession,  therefore,  made  by  him,  contrary  to  the  negative  terms  of  the  authority 
thus  emanating,  evince  an  intentional  violation  of  authority,  especially  in  the  cases  of  the  larger  grants. 
The  list  of  unsurveyed  claims  made  in  one  only  of  the  four  districts  of  the  province  throughout  wliich  he 
issued  concessions  has  been  produced  in  evidence.  The  concessions  upon  which  those  claims  are  foundeil 
are  proved  by  the  witness,  Leduc,  to  have  been  issued  by  the  lieutenant  governor.  The  list  is  proved  to 
be  extracted  from  the  registry  of  cipinions  of  the  late  board  of  comunssioners;  and  Leduc  proves  that,  as 
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traiislatur  Id  that  li.Kiril  iliu-iii<r  tlic  wlidle  pcriud  of  its  cxistciico,  a  few  weeks  c.xccptfd,  it  was  his  duty  to 
loiidfi-  a  vfiliai  traiishitimi  of  all  thf  concessioiis,  and  that  he  is  satisfied  that  no  concession  was  lueseiited 
to  the  hoard  which  did  not  hear  the  genuine  signature  of  him  ))y  whom  it  purported  to  be  issued.  In  tiie 
same  manner  are  the  concessions  proved  to  bear  the  signature  of  tlifise  by  whom  they  pur])ort  to  be  made, 
which  arc  contained  in  the  list  of  claims  presented  liy  Labeaunie,  St.  Vrain,  and  Tisson  to  the  late  board 
of  commissioners.  It  cannot  be  pretended  that  the  concessions,  ujion  which  the  claims  contained  in  the 
lists  mentioned,  were  made  in  pursuance  of  authority,  and  with  a  reference  to  the  lamily  and  forces  of  the 
apjilicant,  or  for  the  ]]nrposc  of  tillage. 

The  fifty-one  concessions  of  eight  hundred  ari)ents  each,  surveyed  for  the  assignees  of  those  in  whose 
favor  the  concessions  were  made,  are  attended  with  many  evidences  of  fraud.  Those  to  whom  they 
issued,  with  few  exceptions,  were  villagers  at  the  several  dates  of  the  concessions,  and  c<intinued  to  be 
so.  The  lands  were  .surveyed  in  favor  of  tiieir  assignees  in  three  tracts,  by  running  the  out-boundary 
line  of  each,  one  of  those  tracts  containing  thirtj'-five  eight  hundicd  arpent  tracts.  Tlie  lines  of  intersec- 
tion which  would  describe  eacli  eight  hundred  arpent  tract  within  the  several  large  tracts  were  not 
surveyed,  but  merely  designated  upon  paper.  It  would  not  appear  that  these  concessions  were  made  or 
surveyed  with  a  view  to  their  settlement.  The  surveys  purport  to  be  made  in  January,  February,  and 
March,  1804;  and  the  concessions  are  dated  some  years  earlier,  in  1799,  1800,  1801,  and  1802.  The  survey 
of  the  thirty-five  eight  hundred  arpent  tracts  is  certified  to  have  been  made  on  one  day,  the  20th  of  Feb- 
ruary, by  running  the  out-boundary  line  which  includes  these  tracts — a  distance  of  something  more  than 
twenty-four  miles — the  lines  described  as  having  been  niinntel}'  marked  by  notching  trees  at  particular 
distances,  and  particularly  where  the  lines  of  intersection  should  divide  the  eight  hundred  arpent  tracts 
from  i^acli  other. 

The  mind  of  the  court  cannot  dwell  upon  the  three  figurative  plats  which  include,  and  are  chequered 
by  those  fifty-one  tracts,  and  the  certificate  of  survey  which  acconijianies  them,  in  connection  with  the 
circumstances  mentioned,  and  with  reference  to  the  law  which  regulated  grants,  without  being  impressed 
with  the  o]iinion  that  the  concessions  for  these  tracts  are  the  result  (if  a  confederacy  between  the  lieutenant 
governor,  the  surveyor,  and  the  several  assignees.  T'he  law  presumes  that  an  act  pur]iorting  to  be  done  by 
an  officer  at  a  time  when  he  was  authorized  t(j  do  such  act  was  done  at  the  time  it  purports  to  be  done.  The 
presumption  of  law  is  that  an  officer  has  done  his  dut.y  and  has  not  violated  the  trust  reposed  in  him.  But 
these  presumptions  are  not  conclusive,  may  be  weakened  by  circumstances,  or  wlioUy  disjirovcd.  The 
general  bad  faith  of  an  oiFicer  in  relation  to  acts  of  the  nature  of  that  in  question,  or  a  practice  long 
persevered  in,  of  repeating  or  performing  such  ofBcial  act  at  a  jieriod  when  he  was  unauthorized  to 
perform  it,  and  making  sucli  act  bear  date  of  a  time  at  which  it  might  have  been  legally  performed  by 
liini,  are  circumstances  which  must  weaken  the  presumption  arising  in  favor  of  the  legality  of  the  act, 
and  may,  therefore,  be  combined  for  this  purpose  with  other  circumstances  of  fraud  connected  with  the 
particular  act  in  question,  or  for  the  purpose  of  explaining  appearances  connected  with  the  charge  of 
fraud. 

Upon  the  whole  evid(^ncc,  therefore,  the  court  believes  the  present  claim  to  have  been  fraudulent  in 
its  inception.  It  does  not,  therefore,  become  necessary  to  consider  the  grounds  upon  which  it  is  insisted 
on  the  part  of  the  petitioners  that  this  case  is  to  be  excepted  from  the  operation  of  the  principles  which 
have  been  decided  by  the  court,  viz:  that  the  tribunal  for  granting  lands  having  been  closed  before  the 
grant  could  have  reasonably  been  applied  for  in  the  present  case,  excuses  the  omission  on  the  part  of  the 
original  claimant  to  obtain  a  survey  of  the  lauds  conceded,  as  the  object  of  such  survey  was  to  enable  the 
party  to  ajiply  for  the  legal  title,  which,  under  the  circumstances,  became  impossible. 

The  court  must  decide  against  the  claim. 


OPINION  OF  JUDGE  I'ECK. 
Court  of  the  L'ni/ed  States  for  the  Minsoia-i  didrki,  January  term,  1830. —  Sjjecial  Court. 

AUGUSTE    CHOUTEAU    AND    OTHERS    VS.    THE    UNITED    STATES. 

PECK,  Judge. 

The  complainants,  by  their  petition,  show  that  on  the  5th  of  November,  1199,  the  said  Auguste 
Chouteau,  deceased,  ai)plied,  by  petition,  to  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Louisiana  for  permission  to 
erect  a  distillery  in  the  town  of  St.  Louis  for  the  distillation  of  spirituous  liquors  from  the  several  kinds 
of  grain  raised  in  the  province;  representing,  in  said  petition,  that  the  remoteness  of  the  chief  city  of  the 
province  rendered  it  too  expensive  to  supply,  by  importation  from  thence,  the  quantity  of  such  spirits 
necessary  to  supply  the  demands  of  the  inhabitants;  and  that  said  lieutenant  governor,  in  compliance 
with  said  petition,  on  the  3d  of  January,  1800,  granted  the  permission  solicited,  reciting,  as  his  reasons  for 
the  grant:  "  that  the  eslablitittment  jrrojjosed  to  be  formed  by  ilw  Hvpijlieant  uoidd,  in  his  estimalioti,  be  h.sc/'wZ  to 
the  inhabitants  and  to  coinmerce,  inasmuch  as  there  existed  nn  other  establishment  of  the  bind,  and  /hat  liquors 
u-ould  be  procured  in  greater  abundance  and  at  a  less  price,  lillle  being  imported  from  Kew  Orleans;"  and  that, 
on  the  fifth  day  of  the  montli  and  year  last-mentioned,  the  said  Auguste,  deceased,  presented  another 
petition  to  the  said  lieutenant  governor,  stating  that  he  was  "  much  embarrassed  in  his  progress  with  the 
considerable  distillery  which  he  had  been  pcrnutted  to  erect  by  his  decree  of  the  5th  of  November  of  the 
preceding  year,  from  the  scarcity  of  timber  daily  more  felt,  the  lands  adjacent  to  the  town  having  been 
niostlj'  conceded,  and  therefore  prayed  that  a  concession  should  be  made  to  him  of  twelve  hundred  and 
eighty-one  arpents  of  land  situate  on  the  fourth  concession,  in  depth  of  the  land  adjoining  this  town,  bounded 
on  the  north  by  the  land  of  Doctor  John  Watkins;  south  and  west  by  the  lands  of  the  third  concession;" 
the  petition  further  re[iresenting  an  intention  on  the  part  of  said  petitioner  to  form  an  establisliment  upon 
the  said  land;  and  that  upon  this  petition  the  lieutenant  governor,  on  the  date  last-mentioned,  decreed  as 
follows: 

"Being  satisfied  that  the  supplicant  has  sufficient  means  to  make  available,  in  the  term  of  the  regula- 
tion of  the  governor  general  of  this  province,  the  lands  which  lie  demands,  the  surveyor  of  this  Upper 
Louisiana,  Mr.  Anthony  Soulard,  will  put  him  in  possession  of  the  twelve  hundred  and  eighty-one  arpents 
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(if  l;iiid  ill  tlic  ]ihu-i'  wlu'ir  hv  ;isks  it;  and  al'tcrwardM  tlie  apiilicaiit  will  liavf  tn  .scilicil  tin-  fonnal  tillc  cif 
i;(iln'i'S.sion  vi'  llio  ilitclidalit  j;-cin'ral  of  iIh  sr  iiroviiiccs,  to  wlmiii  bcloii.^-.s,  liy  nrdcr  nf  his  .Majrstv,  Ilir 
(H.'^pusiiip  and  cciiccdini;- ovory  kind  df  xaraiit  lands  (}!' the  myal  dniiiain.s." 

.Vnd  that  cm  tlu'  5111  day  dl'  March,  ISOL  llif  said  siirvoycir,  in  cilicdicnic  to  this  dccri'i',  snr\cyc(l  tho 
fwi'lvo  hundred  and  ciiihty-onc  ai-peiits  at  the  jihici' lucnticiiifd  in  the  |ielition  oT  the  said  An.nuste,  and 
delivered  to  him  the  inissession  thereof;  and  that  the  said  ileeree^were  made  in  |)ursname  of  the  special 
instructions  g-iveii  by  the  j;'overiior  i;-eneral  of  Louisiana,  l)o]i  Manual  (iayoso  He  Lemos,  to  ihe  saiil 
lieutenant  ,u"ovenior,  "to  favor  all  the  iindertakin;4-s  of  ihi'  said  ,\u,:^uste,  deceased,  iVc.,  \c,,  whicJi 
iiistiuclioiis  were  made  in  answer  to  an  ap|ilieation  made  l.iy  the  said  Aui;uste,  deceased,  to  the  j;-overnor 
g-cneral.  And  that  the  said  Autjuste,  dect'asetl,  in  his  lif<'time,  di<l,  in  conformity  to  tli(^  acts  of  Conj;-ress 
ill  that  case  provided,  sul)niit  his  claim  to  said  tract,  derived  as  aforesaid,  to  the  board  of  commissioners 
for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  Lpper  Louisiana;  and  that  that  board  rejected  said  claim  on  the  sole 
f;-iound  that  a  tract  of  a  leai;'ue  sipiare  liad  Im'cii  already  continued  to  tlu^  saiil  Aui;'uste  ('hoteau,  ami  that 
they  had  not  therefore  power  to  coiitirin  the  claim  in  i|uestion.  And  that  the  said  Aii,t;-uste,  deceased, 
has  dejiartcd  this  life,  luivinf^',  before  his  death,  in  due  form  of  law,  by  last  will  and  testament,  devised 
the  said  tract  to  said  petitioners,  as  tenants  in  connnon;  and  pray  that  the  said  title  may  be  impiired 
into  and  coiitirmed. 

The  answer  of  the  attorney  for  the  i;-overnment  stati's  "that  he  is  uninlormed  of  the  matteis  and 
things  in  said  (letitioii  contained,  and  ]irays  that  the  said  •potitiuners  may  be  lielil  ami  reiiuired  to  prov(' 
the  same,  and  all  such  other  matters  and  things  the  existence  wliereof  m.iy  be  deemed  necessarv  to 
authorize  the  coniirmation  of  the  said  claim." 

The  petition  docs  not  allege  that  any  imiirovemeiit  whatever  had  been  made  u|ion  the  said  lands,  nor 
docs  it  contain  any  statement  in  relation  to  the  ability  ov  means  of  the  said  Auguste,  deceased,  to  improve 
the  same,  except  that  which   appears  in  the  decree  of  the  lieutenant  .governor. 

It  appears  by  the  evidence  on  behalf  of  the  petitioners  that  permission  to  eicct  a  distillery  was 
obtained  from  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Louisiana  upon  the  petition  of  the  said  Aiigiisle,  as 
stated  in  the  jietition;  and  that  previous  thereto  the  governor  general  of  Ijouisiana  addressed  a  lelti;r 
from  New  Orleans  to  the  said  Anguste  Chouteau,  under  date  of  the  SOth  of  May,  17'J9,  in  the  following 
words:  "  My  dear  friend:  Wisliing  to  testify  to  you  my  esteem  by  every  oppoiuinity,  1  merelv  assure 
you  of  my  esteem,  promising  you  t(j  answer  your  letter  by  the  boat  that  just  arrived,  and  vv'hic-h  will  leave 
here  next  week.  In  my  instructions  to  Mr.  Delassus  1  recommend  him  piarticularly  to  I'.ivor  all  your 
undertakings,  t^c,  &c.  Adieu,"  ic.  And,  also,  that  a  decree  of  the  said  lieutenant  governor,  onleiing 
the  surveyor  general  t(_i  put  the  said  Auguste  Chouteau  in  possession  of  the  lands  asked  for  \i\  him,  was 
made  upon  the  petition  of  the  said  Anguste,  as  stated  liy  the  petitioners;  and  that,  in  [nirsuance  of  said 
decree,  the  said  surveyor  put  the  said  Auguste  in  possession  of  the  said  premises  and  made  a  survey  of  tlie 
same,  as  would  appear  by  his  report  thereof;  and  that  the  said  Anguste,  deceased,  from  the  time  of  the 
said  decree  down  to  the  time  of  his  decease  had  cut  and  used  wood  and  wild  grass  from  the  said  lands, 
but  had  made  no  improvement  whatever  upon  tln^  same.  That  at  the  time  of  the  said  decree  the  said 
Au,guste  was  the  owner  of  a  large  i)ropeity,  consisting  of  lands,  slaves,  horses,  cattle,  hogs,  and  sheep, 
and  had  a  large  family  of  children;  that  about  the  date  of  the  last  mentioned  decree  the  said  Auguste 
had  his  said  distillery  erected  and  in  operation;  and  from  that  time  until  within  about  ten  years  jiast 
distilled  annually  in  the  same  from  2,500  to  3,000  gallons  of  spirituous  liquors;  and  that  the  claim  of  the 
said  Auguste  to  the  said  land  was  presented  to  ihe  board  of  cominisioners  for  the  adjustment  of  land 
titles,  and  by  them  rejected,  foi  the  reasons  stated  by  the  ]ietitioners;  and  that  during  the  present  year 
the  said  Anguste  died,  leaving  a  last  will  and  testament,  by  which  the  land  in  qnestion  was  devised  to 
the  said  plaintill's. 

Other  evidence  was  also  ofl'ercd  on  behalf  of  the  ]dainfifls,  consisting  mostly  of  complete  titles, 
public  documents,  ikc,  which,  so  far  as  the  same  is  deemed  material,  will  be  adverted  to  in  the  course  of 
this  opinion. 

Tlie  ih'st  inquiry  relates  to  the  laws  which,  at  the  date  of  the  inception  of  the  present  claim,  regu- 
lated the  disposition  and  grant  of  the  royal  domain  in  Louisiana.  The  laws  which  regulate  the  dispo- 
sition and  grant  of  the  public  domain  must  be  excepted  from  the  general  rule  that  the  laws  of  a  ceded 
countiy  continue  in  force  until  changed  by  the  new  sovereign.  AVhen  Louisiana  passed  to  the  crown  of 
Spaiii  by  the  treatj'  of  1763  the  regulations  ol  the  French  monarch  upon  that  subject  would  be  of  no  force 
or  authority  o/lcr  the  occupation  of  that  countrij  by  Spain,  no  more  than  were  the  regulations  of  the  Spanish 
monarch  upon  the  same  subject  after  the  transfer  of  the  same  country  to  the  United  States.  The  sale  cf 
a  country  is  necessarily  a  revocation  of  the  authority  whicli  the  vendor  had  given  to  his  agents  to  dispose 
of  it  in  parcels,  and  of  all  instructions  or  laws  relating  to  the  manner  of  the  disjiosition;  nothing  is 
necessary  to  be  done  on  the  part  of  the  new  proprietor  to  abrogate  them;  and  it  appertains  of  riglit  to 
such  proprietor  to  decide  upim  the  expediency  of  sales  or  the  manner  of  the  disposition. 

Anterior  to  the  occupation  of  Louisiana  Li_y  Spain,  laws,  ordinances,  regulations,  and  instructions  had 
been,  from  time  to  time,  framed  by  the  Spanish  sovereign  for  the  grant  and  distribution  of  the  royal  lands 
throughout  his  dominions  in  America.  \Vould  these  laws  be  extended  to  Louisiana  \>y  force  of  tlie  treaty 
and  occupation  mentioned  ?  They  could  only  have  been  extended  there  in  virtue  <.if  the  will  of  the  Spanish 
King',  either  as  expressed  in  them  or  in  some  other  legislative  act  anterior  to,  at,  or  after  such  occupation. 
Were  thej*  so  extended  there,  and  when  ? 

In  the  year  1769,  General  Alexander  OTIiley,  witli  a  military  force  under  his  command,  in  pursuance 
of  a  special  commission  from  the  Spanish  monarch  empowering  him  "  to  establish  in  the  military,  the 
police,  and  in  tlic  administration  of  justice  and  his  finances,  such  regulations  as  should  be  conducive 
to  his  service  and  the  happiiness  of  his  subjects"  in  tliy»  colony  of  Louisiana,  took  possession  of  it  in  tlu; 
name  of  his  sovereign,  under  the  treatj'  mentioned.  In  the  cxecutiim  of  his  powers,  after  other  changes 
and  acts  of  le,gislation,  he  formed,  on  the  IStli  of  Feljruary,  1770,  an  instruction,  wliich,  being  translati'(l, 
so  much  of  it  as  relates  to  the  sulject  under  consideration  is  in  these  words: 

"Don  Alexander  O'Eiley,  commander  of  Benfayon,  of  the  order  of  Alcantara,  inspector  general  of  infantry, 
appointed  by  special  commission  governor  and  captain  general  of  this  province  of  Louisiana: 

"  Divers  complaints  and  petitions  which  have  been  addressed  to  us  by  the  inhabitants  of  Opelousas, 
Attacapas,  and  Xatchitoches,  and  other  places  of  this  province,  joined  to  the  knowledge  we  have  acquired 
of  the  local  concerns,  culture,  and  means  of  the  inhabitants,  li\  the  visit  which  we  have  lately  made  to 
the  Cote  des  AUemands,  Hyberville,  and  La  Poiiite  Conpei',  with   the  examination  we  have  made  of  the 
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rL-ports  of  the  inhabitants  assembled  by  our  order  in  each  district,  liaving-  convinced  us  that  tlio  tran- 
(luillity  ofthe  said  inliabitants  and  tlie  proo-rcss  of  culture  required  a  new  regulation  which  should  fix  the 
extent  uf  the  grants  of  lands  wliicli  shall  hereafter  be  made,  as  well  as  the  enclosures,  cleared  lands, 
roads,  and  bridges,  which  the  inhabitants  are  bound  to  keep  in  repair,  and  to  point  out  the  damage  by 
cattle,  for  which  the  proprietors  shall  be  responsible;  for  these  causes,  and  having  nothing  in  view  but 
the  iHibiic  good,  and  the  hapiiiness  of  e*i*i-y  inhabitant,  after  having  advised  with  persons  well  informed 
in  these  matters,  we  have  regulat<'d  air  those  objects  in  the  following  articles: 

"  1.  There  shall  be  graiited  to  each  newly  arrived  family,  who  may  wish  to  establish  themselves  upon 
the  borders  of  the  river,  six  or  eight  arpeiits'in  front  (according  to  the  means  of  the  cultivator)  by  forty 
arpenls  in  depth,  in  order  that  they  may  have  the  benefit  of  the  cypress  wood,  v/hich  is  as  necessary  as 
usi'l'ul  to  the  inhabitants. 

"•2.  The  grantees  eslablishcd  upon  the  borders  of  the  river  shall  be  held  hound  to  make,  within  the 
three  first  years  of  possession,  mounds  sutlicieiit  for  the  preservation  of  the  land,  and  the  ditches  necessary 
to  carry'olf  the  watei-.  'J'hey  shall,  besides,  keep  the  roads  in  good  repair,  of  the  width  of  at  least  forty 
feet  between  the  inner  ditch  which  runs  along  the  mound  and  the  barrier,  with  bridges  of  twelve  feet  over 
the  ditches  which  may  cross  the  roads.  The  .said  grantees  shall  be  held  bound,  within  the  said  term  of 
three  years'  possession,  to  clear  the  whole  front  of  their  land  to  the  depth  of  two  arpents;  and  in  delault 
of  fulfilling  these  conditions,  their  land  shall  revert  to  the  King's  domain  and  be  granted  anew;  and  the 
judge  of  each  place  shall  be  responsible  to  the  governor  for  the  superintendence  of  this  object. 

"ij.  The  said  grants  can  neither  be  sold  or  aliened  by  the  proprietors  until  after  three  years'  posses- 
sion, and  until  the  above-mentioned  conditions  shall  have  been  entirely  fulfilled.  _  To  guard  against  every 
evasion  in  this  respect,  the  sales  of  the  said  lands  cannot  be  made  without  a  written  permission  from  the 
governor  general,  who  will  not  grant  it  until,  on  strict  iiKjuiry,  it  shall  be  found  that  the  conditions  above 
explained  have  been  duly  executed. 

"4.  The  points  formed  by  the  lands  on  the  Mississippi  river  leaving  in  some  places  hut  little  depth, 
there  may  be  granted,  in  these  cases,  twelve  arpents  of  front;  and,  on  a  supposition  that  these  points 
should  not  be  applied  I'or  by  any  inhabitant,  they  shall  be  distributed  to  the  settlers  nearest  thereto,  in 
order  that  the  conjiiiunicatioii  of  the  roads  may  not  be  interrupted. 

"5.  If  a  tract  belonging  to  minors  should  remain  uncleared,  and  the  mounds  and  roads  sliould  not  be 
kept  in  rei)air,  the  judge  of  tlie  quarter  shall  inquire  into  the  cause  thereof.  If  attributable  to  the 
guardians,  he  shall  oblige  them  to  conform  promptly  to  this  regulation;  but  if  arising  from  want  of  means 
in  the  minors,  the  judge,  after  having,  by  a  verbal  jirocess,  attained  proof  thereof,  shall  report  the  same 
to  the  governor  general,  to  the  end  that  the  said  lands  may  be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  minors,  (a  special 
favor  granted  to  minors  only;)  but  if  no  purchaser  shall,  within  six  months,  be  found,  the  said  land  shall 
be  conceded  gratis. 

"0.  Every  inhabitant  .shall  be  held  bound  to  enclose,  within  three  years,  the  whole  front  of  his  land 
which  shall  be  cleared;  and  for  the  remainder  of  his  enclosure  he  will  agree  with  his  neighbors  in  proportion 
to  his  cleared  land  and  his  means." 

"8.  No  grant  in  the  Opdousas,  Attacapas,  and  Natchitoches,  shall  exceed  one  league  in  front  by  one 
league  in  deiitli;  but  when  the  land  granted  shall  not  have  that  depth,  a  league  and  a  half  in  front  by  half 
a  league  in  depth  may  be  granted. 

"  9.  To  obtain  in  the  Opelousas,  Attacapas,  and  Natchitoches,  a  grant  of  forty-two  arpents  in  front 
by  forty-two  arpents  in  depth,  the  applicant  must  make  appear  that  he  is  possessed  of  one  hundred  head 
of  tame  cattle,  s(.nnc  horses  and  sheep,  and  two  slaves  to  look  after  them;  a  proportion  of  which  shall 
always  be  observed  for  the  grants  to  bo  made  of  a  greater  extent  than  that  declared  in  the  preceding 
article. 

"  12.  All  grants  shall  be  made  in  the  name  of  the  King,  by  the  governor  general  of  the  province,  who 
will  at  the  same  time  appoint  a  surveyor  to  fix  the  bounds  thereof,  both  in  froTit  and  depth,  in  the  presence 
of  the  judge  ordinary  ofthe  district,  and  of  two  adjoining  settlers,  who  shall  be  present  at -the  survey. 
The  above-mentioned  four  persons  shall  sign  the  verbal  process  which  shall  be  made  thereof;  and  the  sur- 
veyor shall  make  three  copies  of  the  same,  one  of  which  shall  be  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  scrivener  of 
the  government  and  eabildo,  another  shall  be  delivered  to  the  governor  general,  and  the  third  to  the  pro- 
prietor, to  be  annexed  to  the  titles  of  his  grant. 

"In  pursuance  of  the  powers  which  our  lord  the  King  (whom  God  preserve)  has  been  pleased  to 
confide  to  us  by  his  patent  issued  at  Aranjuez,  April  IG,  11(19,  to  establish  in  the  military,  the  police,  and 
in  the  admini.stration  of  justice  and  his  finances,  such  regulations  as  should  be  conducive  to  his  service 
and  the  happiness  of  his  subjects  in  this  colony,  with  the  reserve  of  his  Majesty's  good  pleasure,  we  order 
and  Command  the  governor,  judges,  eabildo,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  province,  to  conform  punctually 
to  all  that  is  required  by  this  regulation. 

''Given  at  New  Orleans  February  18,  1170." 

This  instruction  having  been  transmitted  to  Spain  for  the  roj'al  approbation,  that  appirobation  was 
duly  announced  in  a  royal  order  of  August  24,  IIIO,  addressed  to  the  governor  general  of  Louisiana, 
which  order  is  thus  translated: 

"The  lieutenant  general,  Don  Alexander  O'Riley,  in  his  letter  No.  33,  written  at  this  place  under  date 
of  the  1st  of  March,  transmitted  to  me  copies  of  tln-ee  instructions,  framed  for  the  lieutenant  governor, 
established  in  the  lllioncsc^,  that  of  the  Natchitoches,  and  the  nine  particular  lieutenants  of  tha  jMrtidos 
(districts)  of  this  province.  He  states  that  he  repaired  in  person  to  I'ointe  Coupee,  (Punta  Cortada,) 
and  that  he  appointed,  at  the  instance  of  the  inhabitants,  a  surveyor  for  aach  paTtido,  (district,)  for  the 
purpose  of  surveying  their  land,  with  one-half  of  the  salary  heretofore  allowed  them;  he  encloses  one  set 
of  instructions,  which  explains  the  mode  of  proc^jdiug  in  that  behalf,  and  states  that  the  grants  of  lands 
within  this  province  have  been  intrusted  by  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  to  the  governor  and  commissary 
Ordounak'ur;  and  that  he  considers  it  expedient  that  henceforth  the  governor  alone  be  authorized  by  liis 
Majesty  to  make  such  grants,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  conform,  in  the  distribution  of  the  royal  lands,  to 
all  the  provisions  contained  and  published  upon  this  subject. 

"The  King  having  been  made  acquainted  with  the  dispositions  of  said  lieutenant  general,  and  with 
what  he  proposes  on  the  subject,  has  approved  the  same,  and  directs  that  you  and  your  successors  in  said 
government  have  the  sole  power  of  distributing  the  royal  lands,  conforming,  in  all  respects,  as  long  as 
his  Majesty  shall  not  make  any  other  provisions,  to  the  said  instruetiiais,  dated  from  this  city  on  the  18th 
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<ir  l-'cl'i  iKiiy.  lit'  tills   year.      All    wliicli  1  roiuiiiuiiiiMti'   tn   \nu  Imt  vdiir  uwii  --on  rriiinciil,  ami  IV.i  ils  liillil- 
niriit;  and  1  pray  '>i"l  ti)  iircsorvc  yon  inan^'  years. 

"S.W    ll.UKKllNSO,   ,-l»;/((.s-/'  24,    177tl, 


A  true  I'opy. 


A,   I),   i.ris  Di;   IN/niA. 


If  the  trims  111'  this  milrr  lie  not  nrccssarlly  i'Xrliisi\i'  ul'  all  ntliiT  laws  ii|)iin  tlii'  siilijcrl  t"  wliirli 
the  iustniL'titiU  relates,  tliry  make  that  instniinent  the  law  |iaiaiiiiiuiit  tn  the  L;-ii\eiliiPl-  ;4Ciiei:il.  If  it  he 
ildmitteil  tliat  they  wnulil  imt  be  thus  e.xelnsive,  liail  the  siiveL-eii;ii  will  heen  e.\|iressei|  llial  any  oilier 
law,  in  udilitiiin  tu  the  instruction,  slionhl  ree-iilate  the  eniiiliiet  uf  the  L;-ianling-  iiOieer':'  .\  celleiiion  ni' 
laws  having  been  made  fur  the  government  of'  the  S|)ani.sli  jiossessiuns  in  Anieriea,  a  royal  order  of  tlie  \  e.u- 
1(582,  after  reciting  the  injuries  and  inconveniences  which  have  been  experienced  from  iln'  impeifeet  \nn- 
mulgation  of  many  of  the  laws  which  had  heretofore  been  enacted,  their  defects  and  the  disagreement 
between  them,  and  other  evils;  and  further  reciting  the  e.xpediencj-  "  that  all  which  slioiild  be  provided 
and  determined  .should  be  made  known  to  all,  in  order  that  they  might  be  made  acquainted  with  the  l.iws 
by  which  they  were  to  be  governed,  and  to  which  they  were  to  confoi'iii  in  matters  of  justice,  war,  hnaiiee, 
and  others,  and  with  the  penalties  incurred  by  olfenders  against  those  laws;"  proceeds  with  a  historical 
account  of  the  manner  in  which  the  work  of  the  collection  mentioned  had  progressed,  and  concludes  with 
a  "decree  and  command  that  the  laws  contained  therein,  and  formed  for  the  government  and  administra- 
tion of  justice  in  our  council  of  the  Indies,  in  our  court  of  viwIraUvinn  of  Se\ille,  of  the  East  and  West 
Indies,  islands  and  continent  of  the  northern  and  southern  oceans,  of  tlieir  navigation,  lleets,  and  vessels, 
and  all  our  jiossessions  and  dependencies  which  are  ruled  and  governed  by  ourselves,  through  our  said 
council,  be  obeyed,  fullilled,  and  executed,  and  that  they  rt'gulate  and  determine  all  suits  and  dilfereneis 
which  may  arise  in  this  as  well  as  in  the  aforesaid  kingdoms," 

It  may  be  assumed  that  the  country  which  was  present  (o  the  mind  of  the  Spanish  monarch  in  tlii' 
formation  of  this  ordinance  consisted  of  the  dominions  wliich  were  then  ruled  and  governed  by  him;  ami 
that  that  country,  such  as  it  then  was,  is  that  in  which  alone  those  laws  were  to  have  authority,  and 
that  Louisiana  i;ot  then  having  been  acquired,  was  consequently  foreign  to  his  mind,  and  wmdd  remain 
unaifected  bj'  tluisc  laws  until  they  should  be  extended  there  by  his  will.  This  assumption  rests  upon  tlie 
terms  of  the  ordinance,  upon  the  policy  which  is  recited  in  the  previous  part  of  it  in  rel.ition  to  the 
expediency  that  the  laws  which  were  to  govern  should  come  to  the  knowledge  of  all;  upon  a  fundamental 
law  of  the  kingdom  that  the  promulgation  of  the  law  should  precede  its  obligation;  upon  the  principle 
that  the  laws  of  a  ceded  country  continue  in  force  until  changed  by  the  new  sovereign;  and  upon  all  the 
forcible  considerations  which  establish  this  principle  as  an  indispensable  maxim  in  the  code  of  nations: 
an  assumption  which  is  also  in  accordance  with  the  opinion  of  O'Riley,  as  evinced  by  his  subsequent 
introduction  of  those  laws  by  proclamation.  Did  the  laws  which  regulated  the  grant  of  the  royal  domain, 
and  which  were  contained  in  the  collection  of  laws  mentioned,  form  a  part  of  those  which  were  intro- 
duced bj'  this  proclamation  of  O'Riley  of  the  date  of  the  25tli  of  November,  1769? 

The  on\y  part  of  this  proclamation  which  has  been  accessible  to  me  is  thus  translated: 

"Don  Alexander  O'Kilej',  commander  of  Benfagan,  of  the  order  of  Alcantara,  lieutenant  general  of  the 
armies  of  his  Majesty,  inspector  general  uf  the  infantry,  and,  by  commission,  cajitain  general  of  the 
province  of  Louisiana: 

"Whereas  the  prosecutions  which  took  place  in  consequence  of  the  reliellion  raised  in  this  colon}- 
have  inWy  proved  the  part  and  the  influence  the  council  had  therein,  by  su[iporting,  contrary  to  their  duty, 
acts  of  the  greatest  atrocity,  while  it  was  incumbent  on  them  to  have  used  their  endeavors  to  maintain 
the  people  in  that  fidelity  and  subordination  which  they  owe  to  their  sovereign;  for  these  reasons,  and 
wishing  to  prevent  such  evils  for  the  future,  it  has  become  indispensalile  to  abolish  said  council,  and  to 
establish  in  its  stead  the  form  of  the  political  government  and  administration  of  justice  which  our  wise 
laws  prescribe,  and  by  whicli  all  the  States  of  his  Majesty  in  America  have  ever  been  maintained  in  the 
most  perfect  tranquility,  content  and  subordination.  For  these  considerations,  using  the  jiowers  which 
the  King  our  lord  (whom  may  God  preserve)  has  confided  to  us  by  a  patent  issued  at  Aranjuez  the  llith 
of  April  of  this  year,  to  establish  in  the  army%  the  police,  and  in  the  administration  of  justice,  and  of  his 
finances,  that  form  of  government,  dependence,  and  subordination  which  is  consonant  with  his  service 
and  the  happiness  of  his  subjects  in  the  colony;  we  do  hereby  establish,  in  his  royal  name,  a  city  council, 
or  cabildu,  composed  of  six  perpetual  rcgidors,  agreeably  to  law  2,  tit.  10,  book  5,  of  the  Recoiiilacion  of 
the  Indies,  and  among'  whom  sliall  be  distributed  the  ollici-s  of  alfarez  royal,  alcalde,  mayor  [irovincial, 
alguazil  mayor,  depository  general,  and  receiver  of  the  Penas  de  Camara,  or  fines  accruing  to  the  Fisc; 
and  these  shall  elect  on  the  first  day  in  every  j-car  two  judges,  who  shall  be  called  ordinary  alcaldes,  a 
syndic,  attorney  general,  and  an  administrator  of  the  city  rents  and  taxes,  such  as  they  are  established 
by  our  laws  for  the  good  government  and  administration  of  justice.  And  whereas  the  want  of  lawyers 
in  this  countrj',  and  the  little  information  tlicse  new  subjects  have  of  the  laws  of  Spain,  may  render  tlieir 
faithful  observance  very  difficult,  which  would  be  entirely  contrary  to  the  intention  of  his  Majesty,  we 
have  thought  it  useful  and  even  necessary  to  cause  an  abstract  of  these  laws  to  be  formed,  in  order  to 
serve  for  the  instruction  of  the  public,  and  as  elementary  rules  for  the  administration  of  justice  and 
municipal  government  of  this  city,  until  the  knowledge  of  the  Spanish  language  can  be  introduced,  and 
thereby  ali'ord  to  every  one  by  tlie  reading  of  these  laws  the  means  of  extending  their  information  in 
that  matter;  and  therefore,  and  under  the  good  pleasure  of  his  Majesty,  we  do  order  and  command  that 
all  judges,  cabildocs,  and  their  officers,  do  comply  punctually  with  tliat  which  is  prescribed  in  the 
following  articles." 

Concerning  the  articles  hero  referred  to,  1  am  only  inf  irinod  l:ty  a  note  which  accompanied  the  proc- 
lamation, that  they  consisted  of  an  ordinance  estaljlisliing  the  several  branches  of  the  government  of 
Louisiana,  and  defining  their  respective  powers.  If,  among  the  powers  prescribed  to  the  new  govern- 
ment established  by  this  ordinance,  the  piower  to  grant  lands  was  not  enumerated  it  would  not  be  con- 
ferred. If  among  the  olficers  created  by  the  organization  of  the  new  govermnent.there  were  none  of 
those  whose  agency  was  required  in  the  disposition  of  the  royal  lands,  tlie  conclusion  would  follow  that 
this  subject  and  the  laws  relating  thereto  were  foreign  to  the  mind  of  the  fraiuer  of  the  proclamation, 
and  if  m.it  within  his  words,  cemsequently  not  within  his  intention.     They  are  not  necessarily  referable  to 
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any  of  the  dcpui-tments  or  liraiiuhcs  iif  the  g-ovei'nment  mciitii)ned  in  tlie  proclamation.  All  subjects 
i-cfatiiii^-  to  tin;  police  and  the  administration  of  justice  ctiuld  be  rcs-ulatod  liy  laws  altogether  distinct 
from  tliijsi!  which  the  Kovereif?n  might  provide  for  the  disposition  of  liis  domain.  Altiiougli  provisions 
upon  this  subject  might  have  blendcil  with  them  subjects  of  police,  or  even  subjects  relating  to  the 
administration'  of  ju.stice,  as  particular  considerations  of  policy  might  suggest,  they,  in  fact,  as  they 
e.\isti-d  iii  New  Spain,  formed  a  body  in  their  nature  distinct;  and  however  properly  tliey  would  form  a 
jiart  of  the  system  which  was  moved  in  the  liiiancial  operations  of  the  government,  yet  they  formed  a 
distinct  branch  which  might  be  stationary  in  the  general  operations  of  the  other  parts  of  the  system, 
so  distinct  as  not  necessarily  to  follow  the  other  parts  on  their  introduction  into  Louisiana. 

The  terms  of  the  [irochiination  want  perspicuity.  They  show,  however,  that  an  existing  system  was 
to  be  aliolished,  and  another  introduced  in  its  stead;  and  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  more  was  to 
be  introduced  by  the  proclamation  than  was  necessary  to  supply  the  place  of  that  which  it  abolished.  It 
has  been  already  shown  that  this  proclamation  was  not  necessary  to  abrogate  the  laws  regulating  the 
grants  of  lands,"  as  they  existed  under  the  French  government — the  change  of  sovereignty  having  done 
this.  The  evils  which  are  recited  in  the  proclamation,  as  inducements  to  the  change,  have  relation  to 
results  and  tendencies  of  the  existing  government — to  results  and  tendencies  which  made  it  necessary  to 
introduce  the  "forms  of  ]iolitical  government,  and  administration  of  justice,  prescribed  by  the  wise  laws 
of  .'^pain,  and  by  which  all  the  states  of  his  Majesty  in  America  had  ever  been  maintained  in  the  most 
jierfect  tranipiillity,  content,  and  subordination."  The  evils  recited  did  not  spring  from  the  provisions  of 
the  laws  which  France  had  jirovided  for  the  disposition  of  the  soil.  Whether,  then,  we  consider  the  evil, 
against  the  recurrence  of  which  it  was  the  intention  of  the  new  system  of  government  to  provide,  or  that 
wliich  would  form  part  of  this  new  .system  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  objects  declared,  wo  shall 
incline  to  the  opini(jn  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  framer  of  the  proclamation  to  abrogate  or  to 
establish  any  provision  relating  to  the  disposition  of  the  soil.  Ilis  instruction  upon  this  subject  of  the 
18th  of  February  following,  and  particularly  his  views  in  relation  thereto,  submitted  to  the  King,  and 
recited  in  the  royal  order  which  approves  tlioso  views  and  tliat  instructi<in,  evince  an  impression  u])on  the 
mind  that  conceived  them,  inconsistent  with  the  opinion  that  the  provisions  relating  to  the  same  subject, 
contained  in  the  collection  of  the  code  of  the  Indies,  had  lieen  introduced  by  the  proclamation  of  the  25th 
of  November  of  the  jjreceding  year.  In  the  desjiatch  wliich  enclosed  the  instruction,  O'Riley  recurs  to 
the  authorities  to  which  the  power  to  grant  lands  had  been  connuitted  under  the  French  government,  and 
recommends  a  change  in  this  respect.  He  considers  that  he  is  jiroposing  an  alteration  of  wliat  had  been 
the  practice  under  the  French  government,  not  an  alteration  of  the  Spanish  law;  and  although,  in  his 
instruction,  he  preserves  the  policy  maintained  in  tli(>  laws  of  the  Indies  upon  the  subject  of  gratuitous 
grants,  he  does  not  preserve  it  by  the  same  conditions  in  the  grant;  a  circumstance  which  he  would  have 
adverted  to,  rather  than  to  the  French  ju-actice,  had  he  considered  the  eflectof  his  pro))osition  an  alteration 
of  the  Spanish  law  already  introduced  into  Louisiana.  It  is  observable  that  the  grants  of  land  in  East 
Floriila,  after  that  country  passed  under  the  dominion  of  Spain,  were  authorized  upon  principles  differing 
from  those  upon  which  they  were  authorized  in  West  Florida  and  Louisiana.  It  would  appear  by  the 
collection  of  laws  made  by  Mr.  White,  that  the  Spanish  government  had  varied  the  laws  or  instructions 
upon  this  subject  in  various  parts  of  the  Spanish  dominions,  according  to  circumstances.  The  royal  order 
under  which  lands  were  distributed  in  East  Florida,  not  having  prescribed  the  conditions  of  the  grant, 
might  afford  an  argument  in  favor  of  the  application  to  grants  there  of  the  general  provisions  in  relation 
to  the  conditions  of  the  grant  which  were  contained  in  the  collection  of  the  code  of  the  Indies,  which  does 
not  exist  in  relation  to  Louisiana,  where  the  conditions  of  the  grant  were  prescribed;  yet  the  government 
in  East  Florida  did  not  consider  those  general  provisions  introduced  there,  and  prescribed  other  conditions. 
The  correctness,  however,  of  that  practice,  was  afterwards  questioned  at  a  late  period  of  that  government, 
in  an  opinion  of  the  senior  auditor.  I  am,  therefore,  led  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  laws  regulating  the 
disposition  of  the  royal  domain,  as  contained  in  the  code  of  the  Indies,  were  not  introduced  into  Louisiana 
as  a  consequence  of  its  occupation  by  Spain  in  1769,  nor  by  the  proclamation  of  O'Riley  of  the  25th 
of  November  of  the  same  year;  but  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  royal  order  of  the  24tli  of  August, 
mo,  that  the  instruction  of  O'Riley  should  exclusively  regulate  the  conduct  of  the  granting  officer,  until 
his  Majesty  should  otherwise  dispose.  It  does  not  apjiear  that  any  change  in  the  royal  disposition,  in 
this  respect,  took  place  until  October  22,  1798,  the  date  of  the  King's  decree,  which  transfers  the  granting 
power  to  the  intcndancy;  which  decree  is  thus  translated: 

"  To  (he  Ink-ndant  ad  iiUrrim  of  Louisiana  : 

"S.\x  Lorenzo,  Odoher  21,  1798. 
"In  a  royal  order  of  this  date,  I  communicate  the  following  to  the  governor  of  this  province:  'The 
King  has  been  pleased  to  resolve,  after  having  seen  your  letter  of  the  31st  of  August  of  last  year,  (No.  3,) 
addressed  to  the  Prince  of  Peace,  and  another  letter  from  the  intendant  ad  interim  of  this  province,  of  the 
16tli  of  October  of  the  same  year,  (No.  174,)  respecting  the  power  of  granting  the  King's  lands  in  the 
district  under  your  conuuand,  which  power  was  vested  in  the  political  and  militar3'  government  since  the 
royal  order  of  August  24,  1770,  that,  with  a  view  to  the  good  of  the  service,  and  for  the  better  fulfdnieut 
of  what  is  contained  in  the  81st  article  of  the  royal  ordinance,  respecting  the  intendants  of  New  Spain, 
the  power  of  granting  and  distributing  all  kinds  of  lands  be  restored  to,  and  made  the  particular  province 
of,  the  intcndancy  of  thi§  province,  with  inhibition  to  other  authorities,  in  conformity  to  the  legal  pro- 
visions of  the  laws;  consequently,  the  power  of  making  such  grants,  heretofore  vested  in  the  government, 
is  repealed  and  abolished,  and  shall  henceforth  reside  in  the  intendancy.'  This  resolution  is  communicated 
to  you  for  your  information  and  its  due  I'ultilment.     God  preserve  j'ou  many  years. 

"SOLER." 

This  decree  announces  the  revocation  of  the  governor's  power  to  grant  lan<ls,  but  does  not  announce 
tlK!  abrogation  of  the  instructions  of  O'Riley;  consequentl}'  this  instruction  would  continue  in  force.  It 
cannot  be  admitted  that  the  power,  by  this  decree,  was  intended  to  be  conferred  upon  the  intendancy,  to 
be  exercised  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  intendant,  exempt  from  all  limitation  or  rule,  and  therefore 
the  decree  is  not  to  be  understood  as  restoring,  in  conformity  to  the  provisi(jns  of  the  laws,  the  power  of 
granting  lands  to  the  intendancy,  but  is  to  be  understood  as  intending,  "with  a  view  to  the  good  of  the 
servic(!,  and  the  better  fullihnent  of  what  is  re(|uired  in  the  royal  ordinance  respecting  the  intendants  of 
>lew  Spain,  that  the  power  nf  granting  all  kinds  of  lands  be  restored  to,  and  made  the  particular  province 
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of  thciiitendancy,  lo  he  c.Tivci.':rd  acronlinr/  /n  fhr  prori^ini)!^!!/'  /hr  /mr.^."  Tin-  pnwc-i-  liiniiio-  boon  traiisl'crn'il 
with  a  view  to  tlio  better  f'uHiiinoiit  of  \vli:tt  is  eiiinincil  in  lln'  iivvid  niiljiiinir  ■  r(s|M'cl  iiii;-  the  iiili-ii(hiiils, 
WC  should  lose  sig'ht  of  th(!  indncenienf  io  the  transfrr  of  the  imwrr  did  we  iml  j^-ive  ellrel  lo  thr  pMlicy 
of  this  ordinance,  so  far  as  it,  slmuld  he  directory  tn  the  inteiidanl.  in  relatinn  to  tlie  snliject  nnd(  r  cn- 
sideratioii.  C'i)neerniii<^'  the  laws  in  ecmforniily  tn  which  ,u'rants  wcri'  tn  !■(•  made  hy  the  intendant  iind.'r 
this  decree,  it  would  appear  that  tlmsi'  wliich  were  already  in  I'nrcc  in  the  pruvince,  and  thnse  whicli,  in 
New  Spain,  aecv.U'ding' to  the  prii\-isinns  of  the  Sist  articK'  nf  tin-  r^yal  ordinance,  hdiire  nicnt  ioin'il, 
formed  the  rule  of  his  conduct,  and  tlmse  only,  would  he  imdndcd.  'i'his,  it  would  appeal',  was  the  con- 
struction made  by  the  intcnthuit,  .Morales.  eont(.'inporaneously  witli  the  dccrci'.  His  re;4ailation  in  re  lation 
to  g-ratiiitous  j;'rants  are  but  an  am|ililicatioii  of  tin;  prineiph/s  contained  in  O'Riley's  instruction.  Thos(! 
articles  that  ridate  to  sales  and  com|iositions,  and  those  which  denounce  penalties,  and  offer  lewards  to 
informers,  are,  in  spirit,  but  extracts  tVoni  tlie  royal  rep^ulation  of  1754,  and  the  laws  cited  therein;  so  that 
these  laws  and  that  reg-ulation,  as  well  as  the  juxivisions  of  the  81st  article  of  the  royal  ordinaiu'(>  men- 
tioned, having-  been  made  by  the  latter  the  rule  i:if  conduct  for  the  intendants  in  relation  to  n-i-ants  of  lauds, 
the  reference  of  Morales  to  these  fin-  his  rule  of  conduct  is  perl'ectly  in  accordance  with  the  view  here 
g'iveu;  so  that,  in  respect  to  the  reguhitions  of  ^Morales,  they  must  be  regarded  ratlicr  as  his  iut<'rpreta- 
tion  of  what  those  laws  prescribe,  than  as  laws  emanating'  from  him.  Tliis  observation  shoulil  be  quali- 
fied by  the  remark,  that  those  provisions  in  the  regulations  that    I'ldate    t attci's  coticerning'  whicli  he 

liad  a  discretionary  power  are  to  be  considered  declarat(uy  i<i'  the  manner  in  which  his  discretion  would 
be  exercised  in  relation  to  those  powers.  Those  parts  of  tlie  regulations  which  can  be  considered  thus 
declaratory  do  not  lessen  the  discretion,  or  in  an}'  way  all'eet  its  free  and  full  exercise,  as  authorized  by 
the  law,  and  are  consequently  not  obligatory  upon  the  oflicer  promulgating  it;  and  as  to  him,  is  no  more 
than  a  notice  to  those  to  whom  the  declaration  niay  ofl'er  any  benefit,  however  it  might  be  considered  in 
relation  to  an  inferior,  to  whom  it  should  be  addressed.  Where  the  provisions  of  tiie  laws  furnished  pre- 
cise rules,  there  would  be  no  room  for  the  exercise  of  discretion — certainly  none  for  legislation — on  the 
part  of  him  who  was  required  to  conform  to  those  laws.  But  in  reference  to  the  regulations  of  Morales, 
if  they  be  considered  as  abstracts  of  the  laws  which 'had  been  prescribed  to  him,  made  for  the  puriiose  of 
being-  promulgated  for  the  information  of  the  inhabitants,  while  the  utility  of  the  work  might  sujipily  us 
with  a  reason  for  it,  one  of  higher  authority  is  lo  be  found  in  the  requirements  of  tlie  3d,  Ttli,  and  Stli 
articles  contained  in  tlie  royal  regulation  of  17o4,  concerning  the  notices  and  orders  which  were  to  be 
published  to  the  inhabitants.  The  assmnption,  however,  on  the  part  of  Morales,  of  the  right  to  publish 
those  regulations  as  laws  emanating  from  him,  would,  in  the  absence  of  the  decree  under  which  the  right 
was  assumed,  mislead  the  reader  in  relation  to  the  extent  of  the  powers  it  conf'rred.  Do  the  laws,  then,  as 
they  existed  in  Louisiana  under  the  King's  decree  of  Octoljer  22.  1"'J8,  authorize  the  confirmation  of  tlie 
present  claim  ? 

The  decree  of  the  lieutenant  governor  in  the  present  case,  which  (udcrs  the  ancestor  of  the  petitioners^ 
to  be  put  in  possession  of  the  premises  in  question,  is,  without  doubt,  "a  uvrranr  within  the  intention  of 
the  1st  section  of  tiie  act  of  Congress  under  which  this  claim  is  preferred  to  this  court.     Was  it  legally 
made'?     Was  the  lieutenant  governor  authorized,  in  the  particular  case,  to  make  it,  as  connected  with  the 
title  to  be  solicited  of  the  intendant  ?     The  regulations  of  Morales,  in  the  2d  article,  require  that,  where 
lands  arc  appliej  for  in  any  of  the  posts,  ''that  the  commandant  should,  at  the  saine  time,  state  that  the^ 
lands  asked  for  are  vacant,  and  belong  to  the  domain,  and  that  tlie  petitioner  has  obtained  permission  of 
the  government  to  establish  himself,  and  referring  to  the  date  of  the  letter  of  advice  they  have  received;" 
and,  in  the  32d  article,  further  declare   that  "the  granting  nor  sale  of  any  lands  shall  not  be  proceeded  in 
without  formal  information  having  been  previously  received  that  they  arc  vacant;  and  to  avoid  injurious 
mistakes,  we  premise  that,  besides  the  signature  of  tlie  commandant  or  syndic  of  the  district,  this  intor- 
mation  ought  to  be  joined  by  that  of  the  surveyor  and  two  of  the  neiglibors,  well  understanding."     All 
the  agency  which   is  required  of  the  lieutenant  governor  or  the  commandants  of  posts  in  originating 
titles  is  prescrilied  bj'  the  preceding  articles.     They  were  made  the  medium  of  the  information  which  it 
was  necessary  the  intendant   should  receive  before  he  makes  the  grant.     The  form  in  which  this  intorma- 
tion  was  conveyed  consisted  of  a  petition,  generally  addressed  to  the  lieutenant  governor,  in  which  the 
matters  of  fact  upon  which  the  applicant  relies  to  obtain  what   he  solicits  arc  usually  set  forth. ^    The 
lieutenant  governor  being  the  officer  from  whom  the  permission  to  settle  would  be  obtained,  the  informa- 
tion of  which  is  required  by  the  2d  and   32d  articles  of  the  regulations  of  ]\IoraIes  to   accompany  the 
application  for  a  grant,  when  he  is  also  cognizant  of  the  other  facts  stated  in  the  petition,  the  petition 
would,  of  course,  be  presented  to  him  in  the  first  instance  for  his  decree.     But  when  he  should  not  be 
cognizant  of  these  facts,  or  of  other  facts  which  it  is  deemed  l.iy  the  ap}>licant  necessary  or  advisable  to 
have  attested  by  the  immediate  commandant  of  a  nearer  ])ost,  who  may  be  better  informed  in  relation  to 
them,  the  petition  would  probably  be  presented   to   such   commandant  to  Ijc  accompanied  bj'  his  remarks, 
wlifii  presented  to  the  lieutenant  governor  for  his  decree   or  order  thereupon  to  the  surveyor  U)  put  the 
party  in  possession;  in  pursuance  of  which,  a  survey  would  also  take  place  in  the  [U'csence  of  the  neigh- 
bors, who,  together  with  the  surveyor,  would  sign  the  pTOces  verbal  drawn  up   by  him;  and  in  this  manner 
would  be  joined   the   information  of  the  surveyor  and  t'sx'o  of  the  neighbors  to  that  of  the  commandant  or 
syndic,  as  required  in  the  articles  recited.     The  information  being  thus  embodied  in  formal   and  ofhcial 
documents,  consisting  of  the  petition  of  the  applicant,  the  decree  or  order  of  the  lieutenant  governijr,  and 
the  remarks  or  infi.irmation  of  the  commandant  of  the  dependent  post,  (in  cases  where  the  petition  is  first 
presented  or  addressed  to  him,)  and  the  report  of  the  surveyor,  accompanied  by  a  plat  of  the  survey  and 
property,  the  attesting  signature  of  the  neighbors  joined  to  that  of  the  surveyor,  is  put  into  the  possession 
of  the  applicant  to  be  presented  by  him  to  the  intendant,  for  the  purpose  i.if  obtaining  the  title.     The  informa- 
tion required  being  eoutaincd  in  these  documents  and  presented  in  that  form  to  tlie  intendant,  it  is  believed 
that  the  legal  title  would  issue  thereupon  as  a  matter  of  course,  on  the  applicant's  making  it  appear  that 
the  quantity  applied  for  was  in  that  proportion  to  the  number  of  his  family  and  his  means  of  tillage  which 
the  laws  required.     If,  however,  any  suggestion  by  the  proper  officer  was  made  against  the  emanation  of  the 
title,  the  olijection  was  duly  adjudicated  upon,  or  a  formal  trial  had  concerning  the  matter  of  fact  alleged 
in  opposition  to  the  grant,  and  the  final  decision  upon  the  application  would  abide  the  result  of  the  trial. 
In  no   case   was   the   emanation  of  the   grant  to   depend  upon   any  previous  improvement;  but  when  it 
issued,  it  was,  by  the   terms  of  the   law,  conditional,  and  did   not  give   the  complete  title  until  the  condi- 
tions were  fulfilled,  and  all  benefit  under  it  was  forfeited   by  an   oiiiissiou   to   comjily  with   the   conditions 
whicli  the  law  annexed. 

VOL     VI      — 30  E 


234  PUBLIC   LANDS.  [No.  8U. 


It  is  important  to  keep  in  view  lii:it,  by  the  royal  order  of  the  24th  of  Aun-nst,  1770,  the  governor 
c-eneral  dune  is  authorized  to  ^-rant  tlie  royal  lands,  and  is  re(iuired,  in  his  grants  of  them,  to  conform  in 
all  things  to  the  instruction  ol''  O'liiley ;  aiid  that  this  instruction  does  not  invest  the  lieutenant  governor 
or  tiie  commandant  of  posts  with  aiiy  agency  whatever  in  relation  to  that  subject;  and  that  when  this 
power  was  transferred  to  the  inlendaney  by  tiie  decree  of  179S,  it  was  transferred  "  icith  inhibition  to  other 
authorities''  to  reside  in  the  inlendaney,  and  be  exercised  in  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  the  laws. 
That  by  this  decree  the  iiitendancy  has"  the  exclusive  power  to  make  the  grants;  but  in  the  performance 
of  this  trust,  the  employment  of  agents  would  be  convenient,  if  not  indispensable.  The  law  having 
required  the  perforniancc  of  a  duty,  authorized  the  employment  of  the  means  reasonable  and  necessary  to 
its  performance. 

Tiie  "-overnor  general,  therefore",  during  the  time  lie  exercised  the  granting  power,  and  the  intendant 
on  succecHling  to  that  power,  not  improperly  made  tlie  commandants  of  posts  their  agents,  or  subdelegates 
as  they  were'^called,  to  furnish  information  in  relation  to  particular  facts,  coiicerniiig  which  they  could  be 
relied  upon  as  a  channel  of  communication  sufficiently  authentic.  And  it  is  not  improbable  that  during 
the  time  the  power  of  granting  lands  resided  with  the  governor  general,  the  commandants  of  posts  were 
invested  with  a  larger  authority  upon  that  subject  than  they  were  authorized  to  exercise  under  the 
intendant,  according  to  the  regulations  of  Morales.  The  practice  of  those  officers  in  makin.g  concessions, 
iis  well  as  some  of  the  articles  of  Gayoso's  instructions,  would  raise  the  presumption  that  they  were  then 
invested  vrith  a  discretion  or  a  power  of  judging  of  the  merits  of  the  application  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
possession — a  power  which  might  be  exercised  with  great  practical  convenience  to  the  government  and 
the  applicant  by  the  commandants  of  distant  posts;  exercised,  however,  subject  to  the  limitations  con- 
tained in  the  law — to  what  further  limitation,  down  to  the  time  of  Gaj-oso's  instructions,  no  certain  rule  is 
afforded. 

The  practice  of  judicial  ollieers  suliclelegating  their  corumissions  and  |)owei-s  to  others,  which  is 
autliorized  by  tlie  laws  of  Spain,  may  also  be  adverted  to  as  aiTording  a  ground  of  presuiniilion  that  the 
governor  general  may  have  committed  to  the  commandants  for  the  yiurpose  mentioned,  and  with  a  view 
to  gratuitous  grants,  a  part  of  the  discretionary  jiowers  with  which  he  was  so  largely  invested  by  the 
instruction  of  U'Kiley;  tlie  powers  thus  committed  lieing,  of  course,  always  exercised  subject  to  his  own 
final  judgment  thereupon.  The  term  unbdelrr/atc  having  been  ajiplied  to  the  officer  employed  in  the  sale 
and  grant  of  lands  by  the  laws  of  Siiain,  might,  for  that  reason,  have  been  ajiplied  to  him  to  whom  some- 
what similar  duties  were  committed  by  the  governor  general  or  by  the  intendant.  The  regulations  of 
Morales,  far  from  intending  to  coni'er  upon  the  commandants  of  posts  the  general  jiowers  exercised  by  the 
subdelegates  in  virtue  of  the  royal  regulation  of  1754,  specifically  define  the  duties  which  he  requires  of 
them  as  subdele.gates  of  the  iiitendancy.  They  are  not,  therefore,  subdelegates  as  known  to  the  royal 
regulation  mentioned.  Their  appointment  did  not  proceed  from  the  authority  which  that  regulation 
required.  Their  authority  had  not  a  higher  source  than  the  commands  contained  in  the  regulation  of 
Morales,  and  is  Ihciice  and  only  thence  derived.  If  the  regulations  do  not  authorize  the  lieutenant 
governor,  as  the  subdelegatc  or  agent  of  the  iiitendancy,  to  put  the  applicant  into  possession  of  the  lands 
solicited,  his  pcjwers  in  the  civil  and  military  departments  of  the  government  concerning  the  settlement 
of  the  inliabitants  and  tlie  admission  of  forei.gn  settlers  might  be  properly  combined  with  the  duties 
required  of  him  by  the  regulation,  and  authorize  the  order  xisually  made  that  the  applicant  should  be  put 
in  possession — an  order  which  is  referred  to  in  the  18th  article  of  the  regulations  of  Morales  as  familiar 
in  practice;  for,  notwitlistanding  the  transfer  of  the  granting  power  to  the  intendant,  the  civil  and 
military  government  still  retained  the  power  to  admit  foreign  sellers  and  authorize  settlements  upon  the 
royal  domain,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  1st,  2d,  and  o2d  articles  of  the  regulations  last  mentioned,  which 
require  this  permission  to  accompany  the  application  for  the  grant.  This  power  would  be,  of  course, 
delegated  to  the  lieutenant  governor  as  the  eomniandant  of  a  distant  post;  his  order,  therefore,  that  the 
party  be  put  in  possession,  contains  that  permission  of  the  government  to  the  applicant  to  establish 
liimself,  which  is  rei|iiircd  by  the  2d  and  32d  articles  of  the  regulations  as  necessary  to  accompany  the 
ap[)licatioii  to  the  intendant  for  a  grant. 

But  the  claim  is  for  1,281  arpenls,  whereas  the  1st  article  of  the  regulations  of  Morales  limits  grants 
to  800  arpents;  it  prescribes  that  "  to  each  newly  arrived  family,  (a  chaque  familie  nouvelle,)  who  are 
possessed  of  the  necessarj'  qualifications  to  be  admitted  among  the  number  of  cultivators  of  these 
provinces,  and  who  have  obtained  the  permission  of  the  government  to  establish  themselves  on  a  place 
which  they  have  chosen,  there  shall  be  granted  /b?-  once,  if  it  is  on  the  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  four,  six, 
or  eight  arpents  in  front  on  the  river,  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents;  and  if  it  is  at  any  other 
place,  the  quantity  which  they  shall  be  judged  capable  to  cultivate,  and  which  shall  be  deemed  necessary 
for  pasture  for  his  beasts,  in  proportion  according  to  the  number  of  which  the  family  is  composed — 
understanding  that  the  concession  is  never  to  exceed   800  arpents  in  superficies. 

And  of  a  similar  purport  is  the  10th  article  of  the  instructiims  of  Gayoso,  which  provides  that  •to 
every  emigrant  possessing  property,  and  uniting  the  circumstances  beforementioned,  who  shall  arrive 
with  an  intention  to  establish  himself,  there  shall  be  granted  200  arpents  of  land,  and  in  addition  20 
arpents  for  every  negro  that  ho  shall  bring:  provided,  liowever,  that  the  grant  shall  never  exceed  800 
arpents  to  one  proprietor.  If  he  has  such  a  number  of  ne.groes  as  would  entitle  him  at  the  above  rate 
to  a  larger  grant,  he  will  also  possess  the  means  of  purchasing  more  than  that  quantity  of  land  if  lie 
wants  it;  and  it  is  necessary,  by  all  possible  means,  to  prevent  speculations  in  lands."  Here  it  is  jiroper 
to  discriminate  that  portion  of  the  act  of  the  lieutenant  governor  in  making  the  order  that  the  party  be 
l]ut  in  i)ossessioii,  which  was  done  pursuant  to  the  authority  conferred  by  the  intendant,  from  that  portion 
which  was  done  in  the  exercise  of  the  civil  and  military  powers  of  the  government.  The  permission  to 
settle  upon  the  royal  domain,  we  have  seen,  might  be  given  in  the  exercise  of  the  latter  powers,  and  is, 
in  the  present  case,  included  in  the  decree  wliich\irdered  the  surveyor  to  put  the  applicant  into  possession; 
but  inasmuch  as  a  survey  would,  in  general,  be  necessary  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  the  land  solicited 
Avere  vacant,  the  whole  residue  of  the  act,  whether  it  should  order  a  survey  in  express  terms,  or  render 
one  necessary  as  the  means  of  ascertaining  the  particular  land  solicited,  and  whether  they  be  vacant,  as 
well  as  the  acts  of  the  surveyor  in  obedience  to  such  order,  would  all  seem  to  follow  reasonably  in  the 
performance  of  the  duties  which  the  surveyor  and  commandant  are  called  upon  to  perform  by  the  2d  and 
3  2d  articles  of  the  regulations  of  Morales.  But  in  the  peiformance  of  these  duties  the  lieutenant  governor 
or  commandant  is  not  made  the  judge  of  the  party's  right,  under  the  law,  to  the  land  he  solicits,  so  that 
the  party's  whole  iirocecding  in  soliciting  the  lands  is  at  his  own  risk;  if  lir  solicit  more  or  less  than  by 
the  laws  he  woidd  \h-  ciilillcil  1,,  rcriivc  m  ^iMtuilous  "rMnl  lor,  the  c.imrmimhint  would  viohttr  no  l.nv  bv 
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"■iviiig"  inf'orinatidii  that  llir  laml  lir  snlicitcd  was  vacant,  ami  that  lu'  hail  rccoivcd  jicnuissiDn  of  the 
"•Dveriiiuoiit  tci  sc'tth'.  This  inlmiiialidii,  whirli  it  wmilil  In'  ihc  ihily  nC  ihr  i'iiiiiiiiaii(lant  lo  I'lunisli, 
supposes  t\\(:  rig'lit  still  rescrveil  on  the  ]inrt  ol'  the  intcnilaut  lo  judi;'!'  of  Ihr  slate  ul' I'aets  ii|)iiii  whieh 
the  p;trty  fbiiiulcd  his  i'i!;-lit  to  ji-ratnity;  whit'h  I'acls  afe  always  to  lie  estaMished  lieliire  thr  iiitt'iidaiit,  as 
necessary  to   preeeile    tin-  n'raiil,  luit    unt    neeessary  to    hr   estaMished    liilnrc    tlic   liiiitrnanl  ,t;i'\  I'liiur  m- 

commaiidaiit,    althouy,!!,    in    iiracticr,    si if   tliosi'    facts    wire    liri|iiriil  ly    stated    hy    the    liiiitciiaiil 

govcruof  as  his  reasons  I'or  the  decree.  'riienliject  of  this  deciee,  theu,  so  far  as  it  was  made  in  pursu- 
anee  of  the  authority  <if  the  intendant,  feiie;'  to  estalilish  the  peijiiissioii  of  (he  i;o\(aiinient  lo  settle,  and 
that  the"  land  solieited  was  royal  domain,  in  the  manner  necessary  to  enahle  the  party  to  apply  I'm-  the 
leg'al  title,  the  court  is  now  to  consider  ol  the  merits  of  the  claim  undei'  the  l.iw,  as  the  intendant  would 
have  done  had  the  ajiplication  feen  made  to  him  for  the  title.  In  doing  this,  it  will  look  lieyond  the 
instructions  of  (iayoso  and  the  regulations  of  Morah'S,  and  to  the  authority  under  which  they  were  made. 
The  former  were  addressed  to  the  commandants  of  posts  as  rules  for  their  g'o\ernnient  in  the  perfoiiManee 
of  the  duties  to  wdiieh  they  relate,  and  were  not  intended  liy  their  author  to  aluogad'  or  in  any  way  to 
atlect  the  instruction  of  O'Riley,  but  were  douhtless  maile  with  a  \\fw  to  the  hcltci'  fidlilment,  on  the 
part  of  their  author,  of  the  duties  he  was  reipiired  to  jierform  hy  that  instruction. 

O'Riley's  instruction  had  been  made  by  the  royal  ordei'  of  1770  a  law  to  the  g'oveiiior,  until  the  King' 
should  otherwise  dispose.  'I'here  is  no  such  i  neon  sis  tem-y  between  the  instruction  of  ( iayoso  and  that  of 
O'liiley  as  to  authorize  an  inference  that  the  former  hail  been  ni.nle  in  conseipH'Uce  of  any  altcr.it  ion  in  his 
Majesty's  disposition  in  that  respect.  They  were  doubtless  intended  to  be  m.ide  pursuant  lo  the  jiowers 
Conferred  by  OTiiley's  instruction  and  the  royal  order,  but  not  to  impart  in  their  lull  measure  the  dista'e- 
tion  wdiieh  these  invested  These  observations  ajiply  equally  to  the  legulations  ot'  Morales,  which  could 
not,  more  than  the  regulations  of  (Iayoso,  annul  the  provisions  of  any  antecedent  law,  or  limit  the  discre- 
tion with  which  the  i.illicer  niakin.g  them  had  been  invested.  If  this  discretion,  in  relation  to  the  extent  of 
the  ,g'rant,  should  not,  uiion  a  consideration  of  the  law,  be  limited  to  any  dclinite  number  of  arpents,  it  may 
serve  to  explain  the  ajuiarent  inconsistency  between  the  lar,ger  grants  made  by  the  olHccrs  last  mentioned 
and  the  limitations  of  g-rants  to  eight  hundred  ariients,  which  they  respectively  ])rescribed. 

In  the  (jlst  section  of  the  81st  article  of  the  royal  ordinance,  respecting-  the  intendants  of  New  Spain, 
it  is  provided  that  "  it  shall  be  an  iibject  worthj'  the  sjiecial  attention  of  the  intendants,  not  only  to  encourage 
and  extend  through  the  lands  situated  within  (heir  respective  districts  which  may  be  calculated  for  such 
culture  the  valuable  i)roduce  of  3ro.(ia /(/!o,  or  cochineal,  wdnch  in  former  times  was  much  cultivate<l  in 
many  provinces  of  this  empire,  but  is  now  ctmlined  to  that  of  Oaxaca,  by  efficiently  assisting  such  Indians 
as  shall  apply  themscdves  to  that  most  useful  branch  of  agriculture,  in  order  to  enable  them  freely  to 
dispose  of  it  within  the  said  kingdom,  (New  Spain,)  or,  if  tlie,y  choose,  to  send  it  to  Spain,  on  their  own 
account,  as  they  are  allowed  to  do  by  law  21,  title  IS,  lib.  4,  but  also  to  take  care  that  the  said  natives, 
and  other  classes  of  the  people,  should  devote  themselves,  in  preference,  to  the  sowing,  raising,  and  preparing 
of  liemp  and  tlax,  conformably  to  law  20  of  the  same  title  and  book.  And  if,  in  order  to  attain  so  important 
objects,  the  intendants  should  lind  it  necessary  to  make  a  distribution  of  the  King's  lands,  or  of  jU'ivate 
domains,  I  grant  them  power  to  do  so,  giving  notice  thereof,  tog'ether  with  their  motives,  to  the  supreme 
board  of  the  treasury;  but  this  is  to  be  understood,  as  respects  the  private  property  of  individuals,  as 
applying  oidy  to  such  as,  either  from  negligence  or  inability  of  the  owners,  shall  remain  unimjiroved;  and 
the  aforesaid  board  shall  make  compensation  for  the  same  out  of  the  public  treasury;  and  as  respects  the 
roj'al  lands,  without  prejudice  to  such  commons  as  by  the  provisions  of  the  law'  No.  8  ought  to  belong  to  each 
town  or  corporation;  and  the  lands  of  the  second  class  shall  be  distributed  by  the  said  intendants  in  lots 
proportioned  to  the  number  of  Indians  married  wdio  shall  not  own  any,  either  in  their  names  or  in  the 
names  of  their  wives,  with  defence  to  alien  the  same,  in  order  that  their  heirs,  of  both  sexes,  may  succeed 
to  the  said  lands.  For  my  royal  pleastu-e  is,  that  all  said  natives  may  own  a  competent  amount  of  real 
property,  and  that  the  lands  which  shall  be  distributed  for  the  aforesaid  objects,  ■whether  purchased  with 
public  funds  or  commons  or  King's  domains,  ma_y  belon.g  to  those  individuals  to  whom  they  shall  have 
been  allotted,  whether  they  be  Indians  or  belong  to  other  classes,  together  with  the  necessary  right  of 
property,  retaining. always  the  right  reserved  to  my  royal  crown  and  to  the  public  domains,  respectively; 
and  our  intendants  shall  see  that  they  are  by  all  improved  for  tlieir  own  benefit,  by  makin,g  them  under- 
stand the  advantages  which  are  to  accrue  to  their  interests  from  this  beneficent  provision  of  mine.  And 
when  any  shall  not  apply  themselves  to  improve  in  a  pjroper  manner  the  lands  wdiieh  shall  have  been 
allotted  to  them,  the  same  shall  be  taken  from  them,  (wdiicli  I  command  to  bo  done  without  inerey,)  and 
granted  to  others  wdio  shall  fulfil  the  conditions." 

My  researches  have  not  enabled  me  to  discover  any  iirovision,  other  than  tlnise  contained  in  this 
section  and  in  the  instruction  of  O'Riley,  ujion  the  subject  of  gratuitous  concessions,  in  force  in  Louisiana, 
which  can  in  any  way  apply  to  the  present  case.  The  royal  i-eg'ulation  of  1754,  to  which,  and  the  laws 
cited  in  wdut'h,  the  intendants  are  referred  in  the  royal  ordinance  just  mentioned  for  their  duties  and 
powers  in  relation  to  grants  of  royal  lands,  have  in  view,  as  their  general  objects,  sales  and  not  gifts,  and 
evince  in  the  jirovisions  regulating  those  a  jealous  care  and  parsimonious  fru,gality.  The  exceptions  to 
this  general  object  of  those  regulations  are  limited  to  grants  of  commons  to  tow-ns  and  villages,  according 
to  their  wants;  to  grants  to  informers  who  shall  give  information  of  lands  held  without  title  by  others; 
and  to  g-rants  or  reservations  to  Indians,  or  to  communities  of  Indians.  Those  cases  of  exception  may, 
perhaps,  be  considered  in  the  nature  of  gifts;  but  in  every  other  case  of  a  grant  it  is  required  to  bo  upon 
a  sale  or  composition  for  a  consideration  in  monej',  the  amount  of  which,  in  the  case  of  a  composition,  was 
to  depend  uiion  the  estimated  value  of  the  land,  but,  in  the  case  of  a  sale,  was  determined  by  \vhat  it 
would  command  at  public  auction. 

Neither  the  61st  section  just  quoted,  nor  the  regulations  of  O'ltiley,  define  with  precision  the  extent 
of  the  gratuitous  grants  thej'  intend  to  authorize  ;  and,  by  their  terms,  necessarily  invest  much  discretion 
in  the  officer  to  whom  the  charge  of  making  these  grants  is  committed.  The  ol>jects  for  wdiic^i  they  are 
authorized  w-ould  direct  the  manner  in  wdiieh  the  discretion  was  to  be  exercised — the  61st  section  having 
enjoined  upon  the  intendants,  as  objects  worthy  their  special  attention,  the  encouragement  of  the  culture 
of  the  valuable  produce  of  cochineal,  and  the  sowing,  raising,  and  preparing  of  hemp  and  flax  by  the 
natives  and  others  ;  and,  if  necessary,  for  the  attainment  of  objects  so  desirable,  authorizes  lands  to  be 
distributed  for  that  purpose.  Circumstances,  therefore,  of  which  tlio  intendant  was  to  judge,  must  neces- 
sarily dictate  and  control  the  extent  of  the  grant  necessary  for  the  attainment  of  the  object.  It  niight, 
perhaps,  to  some  (jxtent,  be  necessary  to  give  land  as  a  bounty  to  that  sort  of  labor  to  promote  sufficientlj' 
the  object,  and,  therefore,  to  make  the  extent  of  the  grant  exceed  the  quantity  actually  cultivated,  not- 
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withstunding  tin.'  subsecniciit  \y<\vt  of  tli(!  section  requires  tliat  the  lands  thus  granted  shall  be  taken  from 
ihose  who  shall  not  cidtivate  them,  and  granted  to  others  upon  the  same  condition  of  cidtivating  them. 

The  instnuiion  of  O'lliley  authorizes  grants  upon  a  scale  more  liberal  ;  is  less  limited  in  the  objects 
uf  the  grant,  and,  in  reference  to  its  extent,  atfcjrd^nothing  more  than  rules  to  be  applied  in  each  pai-- 
ticnlar  case  with  a  view  to  those  objects.  It  directs  that  grants  upon  the  borders  of  the  river  shall  be 
six  I'V  eight  arpents  in  front,  according  to  the  means  of  the  cultivator,  by  forty  in  depth.  It  contains,  in 
relatiwn  to  the  extent  (jf  the  grant,  no  other  direction  which  can  be  applied  t(j  grants  that  may  be  made 
elsewliere  than  upon  the  borders  of  the  river,  except  those  which  will  be  adverted  to  hereafter,  and  which 
arc  authorized  with  a  view  to  the  breeding  of  cattle.  The  articles  which  immediately  follow  the  first 
article,  and  which  re(iuire  within  a  specified  time  an  enclosure  and  cultivation  to  a  defined  extent,  and  also 
the  making  and  keeping  in  repair  of  roads,  bridges,  ditches,  and  mounds,  as  therein  directed,  under  the 
penalty  of  forfeiting  the  lands  granted,  show  the  objects  of  the  grants  authoriz.ed  by  the  first  article,  and 
in  a  good  degree  disclose  the  considerations  wdiich  were  to  determine  the  grant  in  each  particular  case. 
It  was  not  intended  by  the  direction  in  the  first  article  that  grants  upon  the  river  should,  in  every  instance, 
be  eitlier  six  or  eight  arpents  in  front,  neither  more  nor  less  ;  but  the  reference  to  these  numbers,  cpialified 
as  it  is  i)V  the  further  reference  to  the  means  of  the  cultivator,  show  that  the  grant  might  be  more  or  less 
than  six  or  eight  arpents  in  front,  and  that  the  means  of  the  cultivator  were  mainly  to  be  regarded  in 
determining  the  extent  of  the  grant.  The  proportion  which  the  grant  sliould  bear  to  the  means  of  the 
cultivator,  and  the  rule  by  which  the  latter  would  determine  the  extent  of  the  former,  is  to  be  extracted 
iVom  the  conditions  of  the  grant  ;  and  the  chief  thing,  I  ajiprchend,  to  be  considered  in  fixing  the  extent 
of  the  grant,  was  the  ability  of  the  ajiplicant  to  fulfd  the  conditions  of  it — that  is  to  say,  his  ability  to 
enclose  and  clear  within  the  time  specified  the  whide  front,  by  two  arpents  in  depth,  which,  the  grant 
being  forty  arpents  in  depth,  makes  the  proportion  required  to  be  cultivated  Cipial  to  five  acres  for  every 
hundred  which  should  be  granted  ;  and  also,  within  the  same  time,  tij  make  the  roads,  bridges,  ditches, 
and  mounds,  wducli,  according  to  the  situation  of  the  grant,  might  be  necessary.  He,  for  example,  who 
should  not  have  such  means  as  would  enable  him  to  enclose  and  put  in  cultivation  sixteen  arpents  within 
the  time  required  by  the  regulations,  in  addition  to  the  other  improvements  necessary  on  making  a  new 
settlement,  and  also  in  addition  to  the  labor  necessary  in  making  the  mounds,  ditches,  roads,  and  bridges, 
would  not  be  entitled  to  a  grant  of  eight  arpents  in  front;  but  would  be  entitled  to  one  of  less  front,  and 
which,  by  diminishing  the  labor  necessary  in  making  the  mounds,  &c.,  would  oiable  him  to  direct  more  of 
it  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  a  compliance  with  the  conditions  of  the  grant  in  that  respect.  But  if 
the  ajjplicant  had  the  means  of  cultivating  extensively,  his  means  would  be  regarded  in  making  the  g'rant, 
and  the  scale  before  laid  down  would  be  applied  to  determine  the  extent  <jf  the  front,  wdiicli  niiglit,  in  this  case, 
exceed  eight  arpents  in  ]>ursuance  of  the  spiritof  the  rule  ;  and  the  same  scale  of  proportions  between  the 
grant  and  the  means  of  the  cultivator  would  be  applied,  without  doubt,  to  the  grants  which  should  be  made 
remote  from  the  river  as  to  those  which  should  be  made  upon  its  border,  with  tliis  distinction:  that,  in 
grants  remote  from  the  river,  and  where  roads,  &c.,  were  unnecessary,  the  labor  of  the  settler  being 
directed  more  exclusively  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  the  grant  might  be  in  the  same  degree  enlarged 
in  the  proportion  it  should  bear  to  his  means,  and  he  still  be  enabled  to  comply  with  the  conditions 
annexed  to  the  grant,  which,  in  this  case,  would  bo  that  of  only  cultivating  and  enclosing  the  proportion 
re(pnred.  According  to  this  mode  of  considering  these  articles,  and  this  application  of  the  rule,  which 
tliey  are  supposed  to  supply,  a  large  grant  of  lands  would  be  made  to  him  who  had  largo  means  to  culti- 
vate them.  The  practical  result  of  this  construction  would  be  to  direct  the  labor  of  the  province  to  tillage; 
to  stimulate  industry  by  a  grant  of  a  hundre<l  arpents  for  every  five  which  should  be  put  in  cultivation. 
The  conditions  of  the  grant  would  require  industry,  as  necessary  to  their  performance,  to  prevent  a  for- 
feiture of  title.  The  larger  the  grant  should  be  in  its  proportion,  in  reference  to  the  means  of  the  culti- 
vator, the  greater  industry  would  be  required  on  his  part  to  cultivate  the  c^uantity  prescribed  to  prevent 
the  forfeiture.  Thus  this  system  of  conditional  grants,  oflering  a  boujity  to  the"  cultivation  of  the  soil, 
Would  be  well  adapted  to  the  advancement  of  agriculture,  one  of  the  declared  objects  of  the  instruction. 

To  apply  these  jirinciplcs  to  the  present  case,  had  the  ancestor  of  the  claimants,  at  the  date  of  the 
order  of  tlie  lieutenant  governor,  the  ability  and  force  which  would,  within  the  three  years,  enable  him  to 
cultivate  the  jiroportion  of  five  arpents  for  every  hundred  of  the  tract  solicited?  There  is  no  question 
butthat  his  ability  greatly  exceeded  this,  and  that  what  the  lieutenant  governor  has  vouched  upon  this 
subject  in  his  order  was  fully  justified,  viz  :  "Being  satisfied  that  the  supplicant  has  sulBcient  means  to 
make  available,  in  the  terms  of  the  regulation  of  tiie  governor  general  of  this  jirovince,  the  lands  which 
lie  demands  the  surveyor  will  put  him  in  possession,"  &c.  These  words  of  the  lieutenant  governor  show 
his  understanding  that,  iu  the  grant  to  be  made,  the  means  of  the  applicant  to  comply  witli  the  regulations 
was  to  be  tlie  ground  of  the  grant.  This  view,  therefore,  of  O'Riley's  instruction  would  lead  me  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  would  have  authorized  tlic  grant  of  the  lands  claimed  in  the  present  case  ;  but  the 
argument  which  arrives  at  this  conclusion  is  resisted  by  that  used  by  the  claimant's  counsel,  who  insist 
that  the  instruction  of  O'Kiley  applies  exclusivciy  to  the  Lower  Mississippi,  and  to  settlers  who  may 
arrivefrom  abroad,  as  distinguished  from  the  inhabitants  then  in  the  colony.  The  construction  wdiich 
restrains  that  instrument  to  an  application  so  liipited,  particularly  as  it  relates  to  territory,  is  entitled  to 
consideration,  not  only  as  it  is  concurred  in  alike  by  the  counsel  for  the  claimant  and  the  attorney  for  the 
government,  and  is  supported  liy  the  authority  of  Stoddard  in  his  Vieia^  of  Louidana,  and  is  that  wdiich 
would  not  improbably  result  from  a  hasty  examination  t.f  the  question;  bu"t,  wdiich  is  more  important  tiian 
all,  IS  that  wdiich  would  destroy  tlie  validity  of  all  the  gratuitous  grants  made  by  the  Spanish  goveniment 
elsewhere  than  in  the  places  to  which  it  would  restrict'tlie  apiilication  of  the  instrument. 

The  error  into  wdiich  tiie  mind  is  betrayed  by  reading  particular  articles  of  the  instruction  will  be 
corrected  by  considering  those  articles  with  reference  to  other  parts  of  the  instrument,  and  to  the  recital 
contained  m  tlie  royal  order  by  wdiich  it  is  approved,  and  to  the  extended  range  which  must  be  allowed 
to  the  acts  of  its  frainer  in  the  performance  of  the  powers  which  had  been  committed  to  him.  These 
powers  were,  to  take  possession  of  the  country;  to  receive  the  surrender  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  crown 
of  France  m  every  part  of  it,  and  to  establish  in  its  stead  that  of  the  Spanish  monarch;  and  also  "to 
establish  such  regulations  in  the  army,  the  police,  and  the  administration  of  justice  and  of  his  finances  as 
should  be  conducive  to  his  service  and  the  happiness  of  Ids  subjects  in  the  colony."  These  powers  appear 
to  comprehend  all  that  would  be  necessary  to  be  exerted  under  any  circumstances  that  could  attend  the 
change  of  sovereignty,  and  would  require  in  their  execution  that  the  mind  should  be  directed  to  every 
part  oi  the  province.  He  to  whom  they  had  been  committed  having,  as  we  have  seen,  proceeded  far  in 
the  execution  ol   them,  formed  the  present  instruction.     The  royal  order  which  approves  it  mentions  that 
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copies  of  Ihrep  otliei'  instructions  wliicii  lie  liad  iVaniocl  liail  been  mIsm  cncldscil  in  llic  sarno  lot(<T  wil'i  it, 
and  that  one  of  these  tliree  iiail  lieen  IVanied  for  tlie  lieulonant  j;'o\crnnr  ,,\'  illiiidis.*  Tiiiw  order.  I  hiiiloii', 
shows  tliat  in  the  performance  of  his  duties  his  attention  liad  licon  direeled  to  I'pper  Louisiana  lirfi.re  the 
date  of  tlie  despatcli  which  enchised  tlie  instructi<ui.  In  th('  iireanilde  to  iiis  inslrneliou  lie  adverts  in  llic 
circumstances  which  had  called  his  attention  (o  the  sulijeet,  and  his  means  of  iid'ormation  in  lehitiuu 
thereto,  and  expresses  his  conviction  that  the  trau(|uillity  of  llie  inhahitants  and  the  jiro^'ress  nf  cullure 
rc<iuin,'d  it,  ami  declares  its  olijects  to  he  to  "lix  the  extent  of  the  .n'rauts  of  lands  which  should  thercafU-r 
be  made,  as  well  as  the  enclosures,  cleared  lauds,  roads,  anil  lirid.L;'es,  which  the  inliahilants  are  Imuud  to 
keep  in  repair,  and  to  point  out  the  ilaiua,u'e  by  catllc,  for  which  the  (H-oprietors  shall  bo  responsible;  for 
these  causes,  and  havini;-  iiothiu>;-  in  view  luit  the  public  n'ood,  and  the  happiness  of  every  iuhabilant,"  iVc. 

The  sixth  article  of  the  instruction  is  eipndly  ,i;-cniTa.l  in  its  terms.  It  ileclares  that  "  cnitv  iuhabilant 
shall  be  held  bound  to  enclose  within  three  years  the  whoh.'  front  of  his  land  which  shall  b(.'  cleared,  and 
for  the  remainder  of  his  enclosure  he  will  ajj;-re(.'  witii  his  neii;-hbors,  in  proportion  to  his  cleareil  land  and 
his  means;"  ami  in  the  same  spirit  are  those  which  ndate  to  catlle,  and  also  the  order  with  wiiicli  the 
instruction  concludes,  "connnanding'  the  ,i;'overnor,  judi;-es,  cabildo,  uiid  all  I  he  inhabitants  .if  this  pro\iiice,'" 
&c.  The  tifth  section  has  not  an  exclusive  apijlication  to  -a-ants  upon  the  ri\er,  and  would  iclale  to  those 
belongin.g- to  minors,  which  should  reUKiin  uncleared  in  eveiy  part  of  the  pidvinee  eipialK-.  The  second 
section,  while  it  prescribes  duties  to  the  e-i-antees  upon  the  borders  nf  the  i-ivi'r,  supposes  that  there  m.-iy 
be  grantees  elsewhere  than  upon  the  borders  of  the  river.  Hut  il'  the  instruction  did  not  authorize  grants 
elsewhere,  there  could,  of  course,  be  no  gi-antees  elsewhere,  inasmuch  as  tiie  instruction  was  the  only 
authority  in  pursuance  of  which  grants  were  to  be  maile.  O'Riley  having  stateil  in  his  letter  to  the  King, 
as  the  royal  order  recites,  that  he  considers  it  "exi)edient  that  hencelorth  the  .governor  alone  be  authorized 
by  his  Majesty  to  make  such  grants,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  conform,  in  the  distribution  of  the  royal 
lands,  to  all  the  provisions  contained  and  ]niblislieil  u]iou  this  sul)jet't.  The  King  haviu,g  lieen  nuidc 
acquainted  with  the  dispositions  of  the  said  lieutenant  .general,  and  with  what  he  jiroposes  on  the  subject, 
lias  approved  the  same,  and  directs  that  you  and  your  successors  in  said  government  have  the  sole  ]iower 
of  distributing-  the  royal  lands,  conforming  in  all  resju'cts,  as  long  as  his  JLijesty  shall  not  make  anv 
other  provisions,  to  the  said  instruction  dated  from  this  city  on  February  IS  of  this  year;  all  which  I 
communicate  to  _vou  for  your  own  .government,  and  for  its  fullilment." 

"The  provisions  contained  and  published  upon  this  sub.ject,"  to  which  O'Riley  considered  it  expedient 
the  governor  should  conform  in  the  distribution  of  the  royal  lands,  are  those  which  formed  his  instruction, 
and  which  had  been  previously  mentioned  in  the  royal  order  as  that  which  explained  the  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding in  relation  to  surveys,  and  which,  in  the  concluding  jiart  of  the  order,  is  referred  to  by  its  date. 
There  is  no  question,  therefore,  that  the  instruction  referred  lo  in  the  royul  order  is  the  one  -whose  pro- 
visicflis  we  have  been  considering'.  The  three  instructions  mentioned  in  tin;  previous  ])art  of  the  order, 
copies  of  wducli  had  been  sent  by  OTviley,  are  mentioned  perhajis  for  tln^  purpose  of  identif.ving  the 
despatch,  and  as  acts  which  had  received  the  roval  approbation;  but  certainly  not  as  acts  which  li:id 
relation  to  the  disposition  of  the  royal  domain." 

The  purpose  of  the  .g-rants  authorized  by  the  ei.ghlh  and  ninth  articles  in  Opelousas,  Attacapas,  and 
Natchitoches,  was  for  the  pasturage  of  cattle,  as  dis(dosed  by  those  articles  themselves.  A  rule  is  given 
b.v  which  the  quantity  of  arpents  to  be  granted  is  to  be  ascertained  by  the  nundier  of  cattle  the  applicant 
may  possess.  "To  obtain  in  the  Opelousas,  Attacapas,  and  Natchitoches  a  grant  of  fortj'-two  arpents  in 
front  by  forty-two  arpents  in  depth,  the  applicant  must  make  it  appear  that  he  is  jiossessor  cif  one  hundred 
head  of  tame  cattle,  some  horses  and  sheep,  and  two  slaves  to  loi_ik  after  them;  a  proportion  which  shall 
alwaj-s  be  observed  for  the  grants  to  be  made  of  greater  extent  than  that  declared  in  the  precedin,g 
article."  The  grants  authorized  by  these  articles  are  not  sub.ject  to  the  condition  of  cultivation.  If  the 
applican.t  had  the  cattle  and  slaves  required  to  entitle  him  to  a  grant  of  forty-two  arpents  by  forty-two, 
although  he  possessed  no  other  property  to  enable  him  to  cultivate  so  extensive  a  front,  he  was  entitled 
to  the  grant.  In  these  grants  the  cattle,  and  the  slaves  to  look  after  them,  are  tiie  inducement  to  and 
the  consideration  of  the  g-rant.  These  articles  encoura.ge  the  breeding  of  cattle,  by  conferring'  a  premium 
upon  their  jiossessor.  The  previous  articles  encourag(>d  ag'riculture  by  a  premium  upon  the  cultivation  of 
the  soil.  If  the  progress  of  culture  and  the  tranquillity  of  the  inhabitants,  as  declared  in  the  preamble, 
required  a  new  regulation  on  the  subject  of  grants,  the  provisions  of  such  ve.gulatious  should  be  executed 
in  a  manner  which  should  lie  calculated  to  advance  the  pro.gress  of  culture.  If  the  causes  wdiich  threatened 
to  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  the  inhabitants  had  reference  to  the  means  of  subsistence,  or  to  any  deficiency 
in  this  respect,  to  which  the  country  at  that  earlj'  day  might  have  been  exposed,  the  probable  inllnence  of 
the  system  which  this  construction  would  introduce  would  ofl'er  a  better  security  against  the  continuance 
of  such  a  cause  of  complaint  than  would  be  afforded  by  any  other.  If  the  encoura.gement  of  tilla.ge  was 
the  object  of  the  framer  of  the  instruction  in  the  grants  he  intended  to  authorize,  the  intention  to  limit 
them  to  the  borders  of  the  river  is  so  inconsistent  with  that  object  that  it  is  not  to  be  supposed.  This 
reflection  acquires  increased  force  when  it  is  considered  that  all  the  arguments,  as  drawn  from  the  articles 
themselves,  or  from  any  other  source,  in  favor  of  an  exclusive  application  of  the  instruction  to  the  borders 
of  the  river,  equally  restrict  its  application  to  those  points,  or  that  extent  of  country  upon  the  borders  of 
the  river  where  mounds  are  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  land,  and  to  that  narrow  border  which 
a  single  line  of  grants  of  forty  arpents  in  depth  would  occupy.  Is  it  then  to  be  believed,  without  some 
invincible  necessitj',  induced  by  the  terms  of  the  instrument,  that  its  author  intended  to  encourage  agri- 
culture by  thus  limiting'  grants,  and  consequently  settlements  and  the  improvement  of  the  soil,  to  so 
inconsiderable  a  proportion  of  a  vast  region  which  lay  before  him,  and  which  was  everywhere  invitin.g 
the  husbandman;  or  that  he  could  hope  to  tranquillize  the  inhabitants  by  his  proclamation  of  such  an  inten- 
tion ?  The  general  words  and  articles  of  the  instrument  before  adverted  to,  and  the  mode  of  considering 
the  instrument  which  has  already  been  submitted,  relieve  us  from  this  invincible  necessity.  Neither  is  it 
to  be  supposed  that  the  inhal.iitants,  assembled  in  each  district  by  his  order,  in  their  reports,  which  appear 
to  have  exercised  an  influence  upon  the  framer  of  the  instruction,  had  recommended  the  limitation  of  grants 
to  a  strip  of  land  so  contined,  or  called  for  the  adoption  of  a  policy  so  little  to  be  reconciled  with  their 
interests  or  the  improvement  of  the  country;  or  that  there  could  have  existed  a  reason  for  the  desire  on 
their  part  that  none  but  foreign  settlers  should  receive  .grants.     Yet  such  are  tlie  unreasonable  supposi- 

-Illinois.  This  was  the  name  of  Upper  Louisiana,  at  least  all  that  pnrtien  wliioli  was  dependent  upon  tlie  pest  of  St.  Louis, 
as  appears  by  the  oSieial  acts  of  the  government. 


238  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  814. 


tions  -wliich  must  ciK-iiinber  the  limited  application  contended  for  at  the  bar.  For  as  this  instruction  was 
the  only  authority,  if  it  wore  to  be  applied  exclusively  to  a  particular  section  and  to  particular  persons,^ 
the  authority  to  "g-rant  elsewhere  and  to  other  persons  is  necessarily  denied.  The  power  to  grant  being' 
derivative,  could  not  lie  exercised  without  a  positive  authority  from  the  crown.  Consequently,  all  grants 
which  were  made  by  the  Spanish  government  during  the  twenty-eight  years  preceding  the  decree  of 
1798 — no  other  authority  having  existed  during  all  this  period — elsewhere  tiian  in  the  places,  and  to  the 
persons,  to  whicli  tiiis  argument  would  restrict  the  application  of  the  instrument,  would  be  void  for  want 
I  if  authority. 

'I'iie  IbVcc  of  this  conclusi.pu  cannot  be  eluded  by  any  sound  construction  of  the  royal  order  of  1770, 
or  of  the  instruction  of  U'ftiley,  or  by  any  presumption  autiiorizcd  by  the  practice  of  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment, or  by  any  aid  to  be  derived  i'rom  the  laws  contained  in  the  coriection  of  the  code  of  the  Indies. 
That  the  royal  order  is  on  a  paper  distinct  from  the  instruction  does  not  aflbrd  ground  for  an  opinion  that 
the  power  of  the  governor  is  either  enlarged  or  diminished  by  that  circumstance,  or  is  any  other  than  it 
would  have  been,  had  the  instruction  itself  been  tlie  act  of  the  King,  and  the  power  to  grant  solely  derived 
from  tiie  twellth  article;  lor  the  order  made  with  the  knowledge  of  the  instruction  pursues  precisely  the 
recommendation  of  O'Uiley — the  object  of  which  recommendation  was,  that  tlie  governor  should  grant 
the  land  in  c(jnformity  witli  the  instruction. 

If,  from  the  terms  used  in  the  instruction,  it  was  doubtful  whetlier  its  framer  intended  to  confer  a 
general  power  to  grant  throughout  tlie  province,  and  that  the  jiarticular  artick's  applicable  to  grants  on 
the  borders  of  the  river,  and  to  O|iclousas,  Attacapas,  and  Natchitoches,  were  intended  to  be  the  onl3' 
restraints  upon  the  general  power,  which  elsewh(.'re  was  to  be  exercised  without  control  of  law  or  limita- 
tion of  (piantity,  the  general  policy  of  the  Spanisli  monarch,  as  adopted  in  other  parts  of  his  dominions, 
not  so  dissimilarly  situated  as  to  reijuire  a  diiferent  policy  in  relation  to  the  same  subject,  migiit  be 
adverted  to  as  affording  the  sj-sfem,  tiie  policy,  the  general  mode  of  thinking,  which  had  a  probable 
inliuenco  upon  the  mind  of  the  framer  of  the  instrument,  to  induce  us  to  prefer  one  rather  than  another 
construction.  It  in  not  to  bf:  presumed  that  the  King  had  conferred  upon  Ids  (jovernors  in  the  seeeral  provinces 
of  his  extensive  dominions  in  America  an  xinlimiled  power  to  make  gratuitous  grants  of  his  domains,  as  the 
consequences  of  conferring  such  a  power  would  be  to  deprive  him  of  a  valuable  source  of  revenue — to 
diminish  liis  power,  his  infhiejice,  his  patronage,  and  the  dependence  of  the  subject  u]ion  him,  throughout 
those  dominions;  and  in  the  same  degree  to  increase  the  power,  the  influence,  and-the  patronage  of  the 
g"overnors,  and  the  dependence  of  his  sulijects  upon  them.  The  collection  of  laws  made  by  Mr.  White 
furnishes  no  example  of  a  discretion  unlimited  having  been  committed  liy  the  crown  to  g(_)vcrnors  in  any 
of  iiis  provinces  to  make  g'ratuitous  grunts.  Tliej',  on  the  contrary,  afford  us  a  general  view  of  a  practice, 
wiiich,  according  to  the  statement  of  one  of  the  counsel  for  the  complainants,  who  represents  the  dates  of 
some  of  those  laws,  us  examined  by  him,  to  be  <if  tiie  fifteenth  century,  luis  been  so  long  persevered  in,  of 
authorizing  those  grants  to  be  made  with  a  view  to  their  habitation  and  cultivation,  and  of  prescribed 
dimensions — not  prescribed  in  every  instance  by  referring  to  a  given  quantity  or  nuin1)ers,  or  in  a  manner 
to  prevent  the  exercise  of  some  discretion  with  a  view  to  particular  objects — that  it  is  not  presumable 
that  a  practice  so  long  ])ersevered  in  was  wholly  lost  sight  of  in  framing  the  instruction.  Those  laws  do 
not  conteiiqilate  that  the  governors,  as  a  matter  of  course,  were  to  exercise  ex  officio,  or  to  be  invested 
with  the  exercise  by  special  anthm-ity  from  the  I'rown,  cjf  the  power  of  granting  the  roj'al  lands.  This 
power  was,  [xn'haps,  as  often  elsewhere  reposed.  The  earlier  laws,  which  were  made  with  a  view  to  the 
settlement  and  exploration  of  the  Spanish  dominions  in  America,  and  were  gratuitous  grants  of  lands, 
were  intended  to  be  the  inducements  held  out  to  adventurers  to  make  new  discoveries  and  settlements,  do 
not  authorize  those  grants  otherwise  than  in  limited  quantities,  and  upon  the  condition  of  settlement  and 
residence  for  a  term  of  years. 

When,  by  the  settlement  of  the  country,  lands  had  acquired  value,  the  policy  of  sales  with  a  view 
to  revenue  took  the  place  of  gratuities;  in  passing  from  more  remote  to  more  recent  times,  and  where  the 
advancement  of  the  settlement  would  justif3'  it,  the  latter  policy  gained  upon  the  former.  In  the  royal 
regulation  of  1754,  it  would  appear  to  have  superseded  it,  with  but  little  exception;  which  exception  is 
extended  by  the  sixty-first  section  of  the  royal  ordinance  respecting  the  ir.tendants — extended,  however, 
with  a  view  to  the  advancement  of  tillage.  The  acquisition  of  Louisiana  by  Spain  again  presented  an 
occasion  for  authorizing  gratuitous  grunts  as  inducements  to  the  settlement  of  that  country.  The  King, 
therefore,  may  have  been  disposed  to  authorize  such  grants  in  Lcuiisiana  in  1770,  upon  terms  more  liberal 
than  he  had  been  in  the  otiier  provinces  of  his  American  dominions  in  1754,  the  date  of  his  royal  regula- 
tion, or  in  1782,  the  date  of  his  royal  ordinance  respecting  the  intendants.  But  when,  in  1798,  the  settle- 
ments in  Louisiana  had  so  far  advanced  that  sales  of  lands  might  be  effected  with  a  view  to  revenue,  the 
system  established  for  that  purpose  by  the  royal  regulation,  and  the  eighty-first  article  of  the  royal  ordi- 
nance, which  have  been  just  mentioned,  was  intrcjduced;  it  was  not  until  then  that  sales  of  lands  were 
authorized  in  Louisiana.  Prior  to  that  time  grants  had  been  gratuitous,  and  are  not  then  proposed  to  be 
discontinued. 

The  abstract  of  the  laws  prepared  by  Morales,  composing  his  regulations,  so  far  as  they  contemplate 
gratuitous  grants,  is  little  more  than  a  transcript,  in  a  more  amplified  form,  of  O'Riley's  instruction,  and 
is  in  conformity  with  the  practice  under  it,  which,  it  is  believed,  before  that  time  had  prevailed,  with 
the  exception  of  the  limitation  of  eight  hundred  arpents  ;  which,  as  already  remarked,  was  rather  a  decla- 
ration of  the  principle  upon  which  he  meant  to  make  gratuitous  grants  than  a  law  restrictive  of  the 
discretion  which  might  rightfully  be  exercised  under  the  instruction  of  O'Kiley;  and  perhaps  this  restric- 
tion might  be  considered  an  innovation  upon  the  previous  practice  under  O'Riley's  instruction,  wisely  and 
properly  induced  by  the  eighty-first  article  of  the  royal  ordinance,  which  authorizes  sales  as  necessary  to 
give  effect  to  tlie  King's  intention  to  derive  revenue  tiierefrom,  since  tliat  which  could  be  obtained  without 
price  would  not  be  purchased  from  the  crown  on  the  part  of  the  subject;  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
crown  would  be  disposed  to  withhold  the  gratuity  where  there  existed  a  motive  to  purclia.se.  This  policy 
on  the  part  of  the  crown  is  forcibly  illustrated  in  those  articles  of  the  regulations  whicli  apply  to  those 
who  were  in  possession  of  lands  under  the  first  decree  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  and  who  "would  be 
likely  to  purclia,se  the  lands  they  hud  imiiroved  rather  than  incur  tlie  penalty  of  an  eximlsion  from  them, 
as  from  lands  of  the  crown,  notwithstanding  they  hud  originally  entered  uponthem  with  tlie  understanding 
that  tliey  would  be  given,  subject  to  the  usual  conditions — a  policy  inculcated  by  the  royal  regulation  of 
1754,  in  a  form  not  less  unacceptable  to  the  subject. 

The  strange  medley  of  gifts,  sales,  and  c  mpositions  which  the  provisions  of  the  regulations  of 
Morales  exhibit — the  natural  consequence  of  the  ci.dlection  into  one  body  of  substances  drawn  from  mate- 
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rials  so  incoiifvnions  as  tlioso  which  formcil  the  laws  nndi^r  the  Kiiip;'s  docrop  of  1708,  mi^-ht  iiol,  never- 
theless, be  wholly  iiicoiisisteiil  with  sniiie  ile.^rec  ol'  iil  ilil  y  :iiiil  |ii:ul  iral  har riy.  under  a  system  skilful  I  v 

directed,  which  should  j;'ive  the  prd'ereiice  to  sales,  ami  whieli  sIimuM  ilciiy  •.■■ratuit  ies  where  motives  and 
the  means  to  iiurchase  should  concur. 

Whilst  a  compaj-ison  of  those  articles  of  the  rc.L^adations  of  .Morales  which  authorize  t;-ratuitous 
grants  with  those  provisions  of  O'lliley's  instructions  upon  the  same  sulijecl  will  show  that  the  latter  are 
in  evcrythin.L!,"  substantially  retained  in  the  former,  and  authorize  the  infi'rence  that  Morales  undiM'stood 
that  the  jirovisions  of  that  instruction  were  included  amoUL;-  those  to  which  he  is  referreil  hv  the  decree 
of  1798,  and  in  contbrmity  to  which  he  is  to  distribute  the  royal  lands — authorize  e(pndly  tiic  inlerence 
that    it   was  also  the  opinion   of  .Morales   that    the   instruction  of  O'ltiley   ap|)lied   to  every    ]iarl    of  the 

jirovince — to  I'pper  as  widl  as  Lower  Louisiana.      If.  in  II pinion  of  .Morales,  the  insliuelion  of  O'L'iley 

did  not  apiily  to  I'pper  Louisiana,  he  could  not  ha\'e  applied  ils  piuvisions  tliiac.  lie  mij;'ht  lia\(_'  made 
g-ratuit(Uis  i;-rants  there,  nnd<'r  the  authority  of  the  si.\ty-lirst  section  liefoie  recited;  but  the  conditions 
of  such  };-rants  wonhl  have  been  that  of  cultivatinj;'  and  conliiniin.L;-  to  eiilli\a|e  the  laml.  and  without  the 
power  of  alienation,  in  default  of  which  it  was  directed  to  lie  retaken  and  granted  toothcis.  ()|-  if  la; 
had  considered  that  the  other  laws  in  the  collection  of  the  cmh'  of  the  hnlies,  on  the  suhji'd  of  t;-ratuitous 
grants,  had  been  c.\tendi'(l  to  Louisiana,  either  anterior  to  or  in  \  irlue  of  the  decree  (.!'  1"'.IS,  iln'  ccuidition 
of  the  grant  would  have  been  a  settlement,  cultivation,  and  residence  of  four  years,  and  not  of  three,  as 
he  has  prescribed. 

it  was  an  error  which  imputed  to  the  governor  g-eneral  of  the  provincT  of  r^onisiana  a  general  power 
of  legislation.  In  the  case  of  Soulard'-i  heirs,  that  was  an  infereiH.'c  which  the  court  had  drawn  from  the 
exercise  of  this  power  by  O'Riley,  and  from  its  supposed  exercise  by  (iayoso,  in  the  formation  of  his 
instructions — an  inference  the  correctness  of  which  was,  ]ierhaps,  loss  examined,  in  consequence  of  the 
opinion  of  Stoddard,  in  his  Views  of  Louisiana,  to  that  etfcct.  The  inference  was  nnido  without  discrimi- 
nating between  the  powers  usually  conunitted  to  the  governors  of  provinces,  which  powers  were  regulated 
by  established  laws  emanating  from  the  King,  and  those  more  extensive  powers  which  had  been  conferred 
upon  O'ltiley  by  a  special  commission,  without  any  reference  to  existing  laws;  which  powers,  among 
others,  comprehended  that  of  giving  laws  to  the  province  and  form  to  its  goverrmient,  as,  in  his  discretion, 
he  sho(dd  consider  the  g-ood  of  the  service  of  the  King"  and  the  hajipincss  ot  his  subjects  might  recpiirc. 

It  is  a  fundamental  principle  of  the  Spanish  monarchy  that  all  laws  emanate  from  the  King,  and  that 
if  laws  be  made  by  his  authority  his  approbation  is  necessary  to  give  them  force,  except  the  contrary  lio 
expressed  by  him  in  the  authority. 

The  laws  which  had  long'  puevailcd  in  his  American  dominions  were  a  collection  made  by  his  inder, 
and  which  afterward  derived  their  auth(.)rity  from  a  royal  ordinance.  Those  were  as  obligatory  upon  the 
governors  of  provinces  as  upon  the  humblest  subject.  When,  therefore,  O'Rilej',  in  the  exercise  of  the 
extraordinarj'  powers  which  had  been  committed  to  him,  had  established  laws  and  the  political  form  of 
government,  these  were  unalterable  by  the  governor  general,  and  as  I'inding  upon  him  as  upon  any  other 
subject,  and  were  addressed  to  him  as  an  infcrim',  in  the  same  manner  that  they  were  addressed  to  all 
■others.  The  order  of  O'Riley,  with  which  the  instruction  concludes,  is  in  this  manner  addressed  to  the 
governor,  the  judges,  the  cabildo,  and  to  cverj-  inhabitant.  The  powers  of  the  governor  general,  therefore, 
would  depend  upon  the  laws  and  the  political  form  of  government  which  O'Kiley  should  establish;  and 
these  nn'ght  have  been  established  without  the  creation  of  such  an  ofliccr,  if,  in  the  exercise  of  the  discretion 
invested,  this  liad  been  deemed  expedient.  To  ascertain  the  powers  of  the  governor  general,  therefore, 
we  must  advert  to  the  laws  and  the  jiolitical  Ibrm  of  government  established  by  OT'iley;  but  to  ascertain 
the  powers  of  OTtiley  as  the  governor  and  captain  general  of  Louisiana,  by  s[iecial  commission,  with  a 
view  t<i  the  exercise  of  extraordinary  powers,  Ave  must  advert  to  tlie  terms  of  that  commission  in  reference 
to  its  objects.  To  confound,  therefore,  the  powers  of  the  governor  general  with  those  of  O'Riley  must 
lead  to  error,  the  extent  and  oflicial  existence  of  the  former  having  been  but  accidents  attending  the  due 
exercise  of  the  latter. 

Entertaining  these  views  in  relation  to  the  policy  of  the  Spanish  UKUiarch  in  the  distriljutiou  and 
grant  of  the  royal  lands  in  the  other  parts  of  his  dominions,  and  the  powers  of  the  govcinor  general  ; 
when  O'Riley  has  declared,  in  the  preamble  to  his  instruction,  that  one  among  the  objects  of  that  instruc- 
tion was  to  fi.x  the  extent  of  the  grants  which  should  thereafter  lie  made  ;  and  when,  by  the  practice  of 
former  limes,  this  had  never  been  omitted,  and  when  the  interest  of  the  King  rerpured  that  tlie  instruction 
should  do  this,  the  instrument  should  be  construed  consistently  with  this  object,  if  its  terms  will  authorize 
it  ;  not  that  such  a  provision  was  necessary  to  restrain  the  exercise  of  a  ]i'iwer  previously  existing-,  aiid 
which,  without  such  restraint,  might  have  been  exercised  at  discretion  ;  t'or,  it  being  a  ]"irinciple  of  the 
Spanish  monarchy  that  all  lands  within  its  dominions,  which  are  not  the  property  of  the  suhjoct,  belong  l(j 
the  King',  as  well  those  which  have  never  been  granted  as  those  which,  having' been  abandoned  or  become 
derelict,  fall  to  him  by  escheat,  can  only  be  granted  away  by  him  uv  by  his  authority,  the  governors  of 
provinces  could  no  more  make  grants  of  land  without  such  authority  than  they  could  make  laws  for  the 
kingdom  without  the  assent  of  the  crown.  But  the  intention  of  gratuitous  grants  being  to  invite  settle- 
ments, and  to  populate  new  reg'ions,  in  prescribing  the  manner  in  which  the  distriliution  should  be  made, 
it  would  reasonably  be  one  among  the  objects  of  the  instruction  to  supplj-  rules  which  should  determine 
the  dimensions  of  the  grants,  which  rules  would  of  course  prescribe  those  dimensions  whicli  should  bo 
necessary  for  the  attainment  of  the  end,  permitting  no  great  excess  beyond  this,  inasmuch  as  it  would 
not  be  the  interest  of  the  King  to  divest  himself  by  gratuitous  grant  of  more  than  was  necessary-  to 
induce  settlements,  increase  the  nundier  of  liis  subjects,  enhance  the  value  of  the  undisposed  part  of  his 
domain,  which  would  eventually  redound  to  the  benefit  of  the  treasury.  Such  being  the  object  of  gratuitous 
grants,  the  quantity'  authorized  to  be  granted  would  reasonably  bear  a  proportion  to  the  number  of  the 
settlers,  and  their  means  to  cultivate.  Whilst,  therefore,  this  view  oft'ers  reasons  for  so  construing 
the  instrument  as  to  limit  the  power  of  the  governor  as  to  the  extent  of  the  grant,  it  otrers  reasons  equally 
strong  against  the  construction  which  would  confine  the  power  to  grant  to  the  b.u-ders  of  the  river,  and  to 
Opelousas,  Attacapas,  and  Natchitoches,  or  which  would  confine  his  ]ioAvcrto  grant  to  none  but  foreign 
settlers.  The  direction  in  the  twelfth  article  of  O'Riley 's  instruction,  in  relation  to  the  manner  in  which 
surveys  should  be  made  and  boundaries  established,  contemplates  contiguous  grants,  grants  in  the  vicinity 
of  settlements  where  there  are  neighbors,  and  a  syndic  acquainted  with  the  boundaries  of  the  previous 
grants,  a  directiiui  inconsistent  with  an  intention  to  authorize  large  or  nnlinn'leil  gi-ants,  <u'  grants  without 
a  view  to  settlement. 

The  inti'ndant's  h  Iter  of  Apiil  '■',.  1  snO,  in  icply  to  a  pi  o|H..,i|  i.Jii  ol    the  commandant  at    Xcw  Madrid 
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concerning  the  sale  of  lands,  may  be  referred  to  as  enforcing  the  same  doctrine.  It  states  that  "  it  was 
never  tiic  intention  of  the  King  to  dispose  of  the  lands  in  snch  large  quantities  and  under  such  circum- 
stances as  are  stated  in  your  letter  of  the  9tli  of  February  last,  No.  9,  and  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants 
accompanying  it." 

It  is  true  that  in  the  new  regulation  there  arc  provisions  made  for  the  sale  of  lands  in  the  manner 
referred  to  ;  but  it  is  onlj'  under  the  previous  formalities  there  specified,  and  with  a  reference  to  the 
ability  and  forces  of  the  persons  desirous  of  purchasing,  because  it  would  not  be  just,  that  for  a  small 
consideration  one  or  more  speculators  should  make  themselves  masters  of  a  great  extent  of  lands,  to  the 
prejudice  of  others  coming  to  settle,  and  who,  consequently,  find  themselves  driven  to  purchase  those  lands 
which  tliej'  might  otherwise  have  obtained  free  of  expense. 

"  I'or  these  reasons  I  cannot  at  present  accede  to  the  before-mentioned  proposal,  which  you  will  make 
known  to  the  parties  concerned.  God  preserve  you,  &c."  This  letter  shows  that  so  soon  as  the  door  was 
sup[)osed  to  be  open,  by  the  provisions  contained  in  the  regulations  of  Morales  authorizing  the  sale  of 
lands,  in  a  manner  to  ))crmit  it,  the  attcmjit  was  made  to  obtain  them  in  large  quantities  through  means  of  a 
sale  for  a  small  consideration.  May  it  not  bo  inferred  that  before  this  authority  to  sell,  they  were  not  to 
be  obtained  in  such  quantities  as  gratuities  ?  If  they  were  not  to  be  sold  except  with  a  reference  to  the 
ahUilij  and  force  of  the  purchaser^  mucli  less  could  this  reference  be  dispensed  witli  when  thej'  were  to  be 
granted  gratuitously. 

The  inference  which  is  drawn  from  the  [inihibitive  terms  of  the  eighth  article  (jf  the  instruction,  that 
"no  g-rant  in  the  Opelousas,  Atlacapas,  and  Natchitoches,  shall  exceed  one  league  in  front  bj'  one  league 
in  depth,"  iuiplies  that  without  this  prohiint ion  larger  grants  might  have  been  made,  and  that  they  niigtjt, 
elsewhere  than  in  the  prohibited  places,  be  made,  cannot  prevail  against  the  evidence  which  stands 
opposed  to  it.  That  mode  of  expression  may  have  been  suggested  as  a  reply  necessary  to  be  made  to 
the  petitions  from  those  districts  which  are  mentioned  in  the  preamble,  and  which  were  before  O'Eiley 
when  he  framed  the  instruction,  and  which  may  have  solicited  in  those  districts,  for  the  purpose  of  herding 
cattle  thereon,  grants  to  a  greater  extent  than  a  league  square  ;  or  the  form  of  expression  may  have  been 
deemed  necessary  in  consequence  of  a  possible  previous  practice  under  the  French  government  of  grant- 
ing in  those  districts,  for  the  same  purpose,  tracts  larger  than  a  league  square.  But  if  the  inference 
were  warranted,  would  it  imply  that  they  were  not  to  be  lor  the  same  bucolic  purposes,  or  for  the  purpose 
cif  tillage,  the  one  or  the  other,  and  subject  to  the  rules  prescribed  as  it  should  be  lor  either? 

The  court  has  been  forcibly  impressed  with  the  difficulty  of  construing  the  instruction.  That  O'Riley 
was  a  soldier,  may  have  imparted  to  this  instrument  something  of  the  Spartan  brevity  by  which  it  is 
characterized  ;  that  his  illustrations  of  the  rule  which  was  to  be  observed  by  the  governor  in  making 
grants  may  have  been  suggested  more  particularly  by  the  situation  and  localities  of  the  country  over 
which  he  had  travelled  during  the  tour  mentioned  in  his  preamble,  is  a  conjecture  probable. 

The  court  has  endeavored  to  consider  the  instruction  as  it  is  induced  to  believe  the  Spanish  governor 
general  must  have  considered  it,  at  the  period  at  which  he  was  first  required  to  execute  its  provisions. 
He,  acquainted,  as  he  is  supposed  to  have  been,  with  the  policy  of  the  crown  in  authorizing  gratuitous 
grants,  and  with  full  information  of  the  local  circumstances,  would  probably  have  little  difficulty  in  under- 
standing those  provisions  which  are  now  the  occasion  of  so  much  perplexity  It  is  not  probable  that  he 
would  consider  that  the  legislator  for  the  province  intended  to  limit  settlenier.ts  to  the  borders  of  the 
river,  or  the  districts  referred  to  in  the  instruction  ;  or  that  he  intended  to  limit  gratuitous  grants  to 
foreign  settlers  ;  or  tliat  he  intended  to  require  a  cultivation  of  a  certain  proportion  of  the  lantls  which 
should  be  granted  upon  the  borders  of  the  river,  under  pain  of  forfeiting  the  lands  granted,  and  exempt 
grantees  elsewhere  from  the  operation  of  this  penalty;  for  such  exemption  would  ofl'er  a  motive  to  appli- 
cants for  grants  to  ask  for  them  elsewhere  than  upon  the  river,  while  it  was  the  manifest  policy  to  ofler 
the  greater  inducements  to  applicants  for  grants  upon  the  river,  as  such  grants  were  the  means  by  which 
the  mounds  and  roads  necessary  there  were  to  be  maintained  in  the  condition  which  the  country  required. 
He  would  understand  that  the  reason  of  requiring  the  narrow^  fronts  upon  the  river  was  peculiar  to  grants 
there,  and  mainly  connected  with  the  mounds  and  roads  required;  and  as  a  rule,  would  be  calculated  to 
distribute  the  good  and  the  bad  lands  equally.  He  would  understand  that  the  King  was  to  be  benefited, 
as  well  as  the  subject,  by  the  gratuitous  grants  ;  and  that  the  settlement  and  cultivation  were  required 
as  the  benefit  to  accrue  to  the  King,  as  this  benefit  had  been  required  as  the  condition  of  gratuitous 
grants  in  the  other  parts  of  his  dominion;  he  would  therefore  apply  the  rule  which  had  been  given  upon 
the  subject,  whenever,  according  to  the  intention  of  the  lawgiver,  there  existed  a  reason  ibr  the  applica- 
tion; he  would,  therefore,  apply  the  injunction  contained  in  the  fifth  and  sixth  articles  to  grants  which 
should  be  made  elsewdiere  than  upon  the  rivers,  and  would,  for  the  same  reasons,  consider  the  provisions 
contained  in  the  eighth  and  ninth  articles  an  authority  to  make  grants  to  the  possessors  of  cattle,  subject 
to  the  rule  there  laid  down,  not  confined  to  the  districts  mentioned,  but  extending  to  other  parts  of  the 
province  adapted  to  the  objects  of  tliose  grants;  but  he  would  not  understand  that  Louisiana,  in  its 
whole  extent,  the  places  referred  to  in  the  instruction  only  excepted,  was  at  his  disposal,  without 
limitation  or  rule. 

The  means  of  information  which  the  governor  general  would  possess,  and  which  are  now  lost,  besides 
his  knowledge  of  the  Spanish  policy,  would  enable  him  to  penetrate  with  so  much  more  certainty  into  the 
intention  of  the  framer  of  the  instruction  than  this  court  can  pretend  to  do,  that  it  is  disposed  to  regard 
hjs  contemporaneous  construction  as  entitled  to  great  authority,  were  it  admissible  on  the  part  of  the 
Lnited  Slates,  under  the  circumstances  of  a  change  of  suvereignt}',  to  question  that  construction,  and 
thereby  render  invalid  the  majority  of  the  grants  made  by  the  Spanish  government  It  is  believed  that 
the  construction  now  given  is  in  accordance  with  that  contemporaneous  construction;  that  the  grants 
which  were  made  by  the  governor  generals,  as  well  as  those  made  by  Morales,  are  consistent  with  this 
construction,  and  cannot  be  supported  upon  any  other;  that  the  authority  for  these  grants  cannot  be 
derived  from  any  other  source  than  the  instruction  of  O'Kiley;  and  that  the  larger  grants  which  have  been 
adduced  to  the  court  are  not  so  disproportionate  to  the  number  of  which  the  tamilv  of  the  grantee  in  each 
case  was  composed,  and  to  his  means  of  cultivation  and  propertv,  including  cattle,  as  to  authorize  the  court 
to  say  that  the  rule  which  the  instruction  supplies  has  been  wholly  disregarded.  One  of  those  grants  appears 
to  be  for  pasturage,  and  of  lands  unfit  for  tillage.  In  looking  "to  those  grants,  the  court  cannot  say  what 
proportion  of  each  of  them  may  have  been  given  in  consideration  of  the' grantee's  cattle,  and  what  with  a 
view  to  the  niimlH-r  of  his  family  and  means  of  tillage;  nor  can  it  say  that  the  spiritof  the  instruction  does 
not  aulhniiz,.  Hk-sc  combined  ciicunistances  to  l>e  considered  in  det<^rmining  the  quantity  of  land  to  which 
IIm-  appliraiil    w;is  iiit  it  led.     Kach  of  those  grants  was  condil  ioiial,  as  appears  by   its  face.     Thote  made 
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by  Morales  refer  tn  tlie  jiartioilar  articles  of  his  reijulations  by  their  numbers  for  (lie  eoiiditioiis  vvhicli  are 
to  lie  performed  bv  the  ,s;'raiiteos.  Those  made  by  the  f;'overnors  refer,  fur  the  (•(iiHiitinns  to  b(>  |ierfiirmed 
by  the  grantees,  to  the  re.n'nlatioiis  upon  that,  subject,  nmre  u-eneraily.  'fhul  refereiic<',  it  is  believeil, 
cannot  be  to  ;iiiy  other  than  the  provisions  containe(l  in  the  instruction  nl' ( I'b'ilry;  there  is  im  rccnid  of 
any  other  jirovision  nnnle  with  reference  to  fiimisiana  to  which  they  eonld  refer;  the  memory  of  no  witness 
sug'gests  any  other;  the  royal  order  i if  ITIO  nudxcs  that  instrnctiim  the  rnle,  so  hnii;-  as  liis  Majesty  shall  nut 
otherwise  dispose';  the  jireamble  of  the  reii'nlations  of  Morales  refers  to  it  and  In  the  instrnctiim  of 
Gayoso  in  terms  to  induce  a  belief  that  none  other  existed;  and  the  [irovisions  of  llie  instru('tion  of  O'liiley, 
bein.a,"  embodied  in  their  true  spirit  in  the  rej;'nlations  of  Morale^3,  form  a  condiination  of  circnmstaiu'es  all 
tending-  to  establish  the  negative  of  the  jiossible  existence  of  any  other  law;  ami,  as  a  corollar}',  that  tla^ 
o^raiits  made  must  have  been  made  iiiidiT  thi'  innlnidiDn  af  O'llili'ij,  anil  in  jiursnance  of  a  construction  not, 
inconsistent  with  that  now  adopted.  ^\'oul^I,  then,  the  introduction  of  the  eighty-lirst  article  of  the  royal 
ordinance,  respecting-  the  intendants  of  New  Spain,  into  Louisiana,  ami  coiisei|nently  tlie  royal  regulation 
of  1754  and  the  laws  cited  therein,  which  it  wiudd  ilraw  after  it,  in  any  degree  limit  or  control  the  power 
which  mi.ght  have  been  exercised  under  the  instruction  of  O'liilev  y  'I'he  dis|)osition  to  .sell,  and  to  wring 
from  the  hands  of  the  subject  rather  tlian  g'ive,  wduch  pervades  these  laws,  evinces  that  their  introdu('tion 
carries  wi  th  it  an  intcntii m  that  sales  of  land  and  cconom^y  slundd  to  some  extent  take  Ihc  pkin;  of  f/raluiiii's, 
while  ihc  p7-evioiis  in.itnwlion,v:]\']c\i  aufliorhcd  graluilir.<<,  not  having-  lieen  rm-ohed,  h\aves  it  to  be  inferred 
that  the  policy  which  first  retiiiircd  these  was  not  to  be  aband(3ncd.  'I'hus  wmc  t\v(i  sysloms  theorelii'ally 
opposite  brought  tog-ether  and  united  in  the  same  hamls,  and  to  be  a|iplied  to  tlie  same  tract  of  country, 
without  prescribing-  the  cases  in  which  the  one  or  the  other  should  be  a|iplied.  The  regulations  of  Morales 
may  be  cited  to  show  that  this  was  his  opinion.  Tliey  aulhorize  rirat uitii'^  and  sales,  without  discriminating- 
the  cases  in  which  the  one  m-  the  other  of  these  would  be  made;  they  discriminate  those  where  coin|iositioiis 
would  be  allowed.  The  duties  of  the  inteudant,  such  as  the^'  must  have  been  under  the  regulations  of 
Morales,  arc  precisely  such  as  the  two  systems  of  laws  thus  liroug-ht  together  wmUd  imiiose,  and  involvi; 
necessarily  the  power  to  determine  the  circumstances  which  would  autliori/,(;  a  gratuity,  and  of  tlio  circum- 
stances which  would  require  a  sale.  I5iit  in  forming  this  judgment  his  mind  would  lie  directed  to  the 
object  of  the  authority  to  make  gratuities,  viz:  tillage,  the  settlement  of  the  country,  the  extension  of 
settlements,  or  the  formation  of  new  establishments;  the  reasons  that  might  exist  for  the  advancement  ol' 
either  or  all  of  these,  and  how  far  those  reasons  should  yi(dd  to  the  new  intention  concerning  sales;  <ir 
whether  the  objects  of  the  latter  W(Hild  be  aflected  by  the  former  in  the  particular  case;  for,  while  the 
improved  condition  of  one  part  of  the  countr_y  might  render  it  expedient,  niidi'r  the  two  systems,  that  that 
of  sales  should  supersede  in  a  g-reat  degree  that  of  gratuities,  a  less  improved  jiart  of  the  country,  or  one 
not  at  all  improved,  might  still  make  it  expedient  to  offer,  as  necessary  to  its  settlement,  the  inducements 
of  gratuities,  under  the  least  restriction  imposed  by  the  instruction  of  O'Riley.  So  that  the  introduction 
of  the  system  of  sales,  to  be  applied  conjointly  with  that  of  gratuities,  would  not  necessarily  impose  the 
defined  limit  of  eight  hundred  arpents  to  grants  of  the  latter  character,  but  mi.ght  impose  more  or  less, 
according  to  circumstances,  localities,  &c.,  to  be  judged  of  by  the  intendant  with  a  view  to  the  objects  of 
both  systems.  That  limit,  therefore,  not  being  a  matter  of  law,  or  the  necessary  result  of  the  provisions 
of  the  law,  would  not  have  restrained  the  discretion  which  Morales  might  have  exercised. 

None  of  the  circumstances  from  which  the  intendant  might  have  formed  an  opinion  concerning  the 
probable  benefit  which  the  treasury  might  derive  from  the  sale  of  lands  in  the  district  where  those  are 
situated,  and  the  prejudice  to  tillage  which  might  thence  follow,  having  been  adduced  in  evidence,  nor 
those  from  which,  on  the  contrary,  he  might  form  an  opinion  that  the  interests  of  tillage  did  not  still 
demand  the  benefit  of  his  more  enlarged  discretion  in  relation  to  gratuities,  so  as  to  enable  the  court  to 
say  that  the  grant  of  the  lands  claimed  would  have  prejudiced  the  claims  of  the  treasury,  contrary  to  the 
royal  regulation  as  it  was  intended  to  be  exercised  consistent  with  the  sv'Stem  of  gratuities  in  Louisiana; 
the  court  will  proceed  to  consider  the  claim  as  though  it  might  have  been  granted  under  and  in  conformity 
to  the  laws  of  the  Spanish  government  at  the  date  of  the  decree  of  the  lieutenant  governor  had  the  then 
claimant  proceeded  in  duo  time  to  apply  for  such  grant.  For  although  the  limitation  of  gratuitous 
grants  to  eight  hundred  arpents  by  Morales,  and  previously  by  Gayoso,  might  raise  the  presumption  that 
in  their  opinion  the  interests  of  tillage  did  not  require  larger  gratuities  as  a  general  rule,  yet  larger 
grants  were  made  in  this  district  by  both  those  ofticers;  this,  together  with  what  the  court  has  taken  as  true, 
that  sales  in  pursuance  of  the  royal  regulation  of  l"'i4,  and  the  laws  cited  therein  and  as  prescribed  by 
Morales,  w-ere  never  effected  in  Upper  Louisiana  to  any  extiuit,  if  at  all,  induces  the  belief  that  the 
intendant  would  have  considered,  as  the  court  has,  that  he  was  at  liberty  to  look  to  the  interests  of 
tillage,  and  to  the  labor  which  the  gratuity  wonld  direct  to  its  advancement.  Then  considerin,g  that  the 
lands  claimed  in  the  present  case  might  have  been  granted  by  the  intendant,  under  and  in  conformity  to 
the  provisions  of  the  laws,  had  the  original  claimant  in  due  time  presented  his  d(jcuments  for  that 
purpose,  and  had  shown,  as  he  has  here  shown,  that  his  means  to  cultivate  them  were  proportionate  to 
the  quantity  asked  for,  how  stood  the  claim  at  the  date  of  the  transfer  of  tlie  sovereignty  to  the  United 
States?  We  have  seen  that  the  intendant,  by  the  King's  decree  of  1198,  had  the  exclusive  power  to 
grant;  and  to  the  end  that  the  inhabitants  might  be  informed  of  the  information  which  it  would  be  proper 
that  every  applicant  for  a  gratuitous  grant  should  present,  he  specified  this  information  among  other 
rules  and  directions,  and,  to  avoid  injurious  mistakes,  prescribes  that  the  information  required  should 
come  under  the  hands  of  the  persons  mentioned  in  the  second  and  thirty-second  articles  of  the  regulations 
of  Morales,  already  cited.  We  have  also  seen  that  he  who  intends  to  apply  for  a  grant  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  this  information,  presents  his  petition  to  the  commandant  who  may  be  able  to  allord  it; 
wdiicli  petition  and  the  proceedings  thereupon  take  the  course  which  has  already  been  described.  Wlien 
the  decree  of  the  lieutenant  governor  has  been  obtained  upon  it,  it  is  delivered  to  the  party,  who,  when 
he  is  so  disposed,  obtains  a  survey  and  the  possession  of  the  premises,  as  a  matter  of  course,  upon  showing 
the  decree  to  the  surveyor  and  paying  his  fees;  the  certificate  of  which  survey,  with  the  attesting  signa- 
ture of  the  neighbors,  (the  last  of  which,  in  practice,  so  far  as  the  court  has  been  informed,  has  been 
more  frequently  dispensed  with,  the  surveyor's  report  showing,  as  in  the  present  case,  that  the  survey 
had  been  made  in  the  presence  of  the  adjoining  settlers,)  is  delivered  to  the  party,  with  the  •original 
petition  and  decree,  that  he  may,  in  the  "terms  of  the  decree  of  the  lieutenant  governor  in  the  present 
case,  "  solicit  the  formal  title  of  concession  of  the  intendant  general  of  these  jirovinces,  to  whom  belongs, 
by  order  of  his  Majesty,  the  disposing  and  conceding  every  kind  of  vacant  lands  of  the  royal  domains." 
The  order  or  decree  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  therefore,  and  the  surveyor's  certificate,  are  to  aflord  the 
information  tlial  tlie  lands  are  vacant,  and  that  the  party  has  permission  to  settle,  which  is  prescribed  by 
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the  second  and  tlic  thirty-.scfoiid  articles  as  necessary  to  accompany  the  application  for  the  grant. 
VVlien,  therefore,  the  pctit"ion  is  presented  to  tlie  lieutenant  governor  with  a  view  to  a  compliance  with 
what  had  been  prescribed  bv  the  intendaut,  and  with  a  view  to  obtain  possession  of  the  lands,  the  order 
of  the  lieutenant  governor  under  which  the  applicant  obtains  the  survey  and  possession  of  the  lands  is 
made,  with  the  legal  understanding  that  he  will  apply  for  the  grant,  and  jiroceed  to  enclose  and  cultivate 
the  lands  accordiun-  t,,  tjic  provisions  of  the;  laws  upon  the  subject  of  gratuities.  To  sujipose  that  he 
does  not  in  good  laith,  and  according  to  the  import  of  the  whole  proceeding,  intend  to  apply  for  the  title,  or 
to  improve  the  land  as  the  law  requires  in  cases  of  gifts,  but  intends  tp  use  the  proceedings  as  a  means  to 
"•et  possession,  or  to  enjoy  the  use  of  the  land  or  timber  to  the  exclusion  of  others  or  to  the  injury  of  the 
king,  suppo.ses  a  fraudulent  use  of  the  proceeding — a  perversion  of  it  contrary  to  the  intention  of  the  law. 
But  If  in  good  faith  he  intends  to  apply  for  a  grant,  and  in  pursuance  of  such  intention,  and  with  a  view 
to  obtain  the  information  which  was  required  to  accompany  liis  application,  he  presented  his  petition  to 
the  lieutenant  governor  and  obtained  possession  of  the  land  under  the  usual  order,  and  afterwards 
neglected,  no  matter  from  what  cause,  to  apply  for  the  grant,  yet,  in  pursuance  of  his  original  intention,  he 
makes  the  improvement  which  would  have  been  necessary  under  the  grant,  had  it  issued,  to  comply  with 
the  conditions  which  the  law  would  have  annexed  to  it,  without  abandoning  his  intention  to  apply  for  the 
grant,  which  would  be  supposed  from  his  continuing  possession,  his  neglect  to  apply  for  the  grant  would 
be  excused  without  compelling  him  to  show  any  reason  therefor,  and  the  court  would  look  to  the  improve- 
ment which  had  been  made  as  that  wliich  formed  on  his  jiart  the  substance  of  the  undertaking — that  in 
the  performance  of  which  the  King  had  an  interest — that  which  in  fact  would  have  been  the  object  of  the 
grant,  and  to  that,  therefore,  whicli,  being  performed,  would  raise  an  equity  which  would  authorize  him  to 
claim  the  title  if  he  could  show  any  legitimate  excuse  for  his  omission  to  apply  for  it  when  he  should 
have  done  so  and  might  have  obtained  it;  the  obligation  of  showing  which  excuse  it  must  be  the  inten- 
tion of  the  act  of  Congress  to  dispense  with,  and  justly  so,  because  the  application  for  the  title  was  not 
that  in  which  the  King  could  have  an_y  beneficial  interest,  except  as  it  might  be  connected  with  necessary 
municipal  regulations,  to  the  enforcement  of  which,  considering  them  as  foreign  relations,  it  would  not  be 
incumbent  on  this  court  to  attend  in  contravention  i>i  an  equitable  claim.  The  court  would,  therefore,  in 
such  a  case,  by  its  decree,  confer  the  legal  title — place  the  party  in  the  condition  in  which  he  would  have 
been  placed  had  he  not  been  guilty  of  the  negligence  to  apply  for  the  title  which  is  thus  excused;  or  if  a 
party  being  put  in  possession  of  lands  under  the  usual  decree  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  obtained  with 
a  view  to  apply  for  the  legal  title,  neglects  for  any  cause  to  make  the  application,  but  in  the  meantime 
proceeds  to  improve  the  land,  whicii,  however,  he  is  prevented  from  improving  to  the  extent  which  the 
condition  of  the  grant  according  to  the  law  would  have  required  within  that  term  of  time  wliich  the  law 
would  have  fixed  as  a  part  of  the  condition  of  the  grant  had  it  issued  upon  an  application  made  in  due 
and  reasonable  course,  such  part.y,  having  afterwards  made  the  improvement  which  the  condition  of  the 
grant  would  have  required,  would  be  at  liberty  to  show  the  cause  which  prevented  him  from  making  the 
improvement  within  tlie  time  required,  or  that  he  had  prosecuted  his  intention  of  making  the  required 
improvement  in  good  faith  until  its  final  fulfilment  without  having  abandoned  it.  In  such  case,  besides 
excusing  his  neglect  to  apply  for  the  grant,  the  court  might  also,  according  to  the  circumstances,  excuse 
the  lateness  of  the  period  beyond  the  legal  term  at  which  the  conditions  on  his  part  were  performed,  the 
performance  of  which  was  the  ground  upoii  which  his  equity  would  be  raised  to  demand  the  legal  title, 
and  might  consequently  confer  upon  such  a  claimant  the  legal  title.  But  if  a  party,  after  obtaining  the 
first  decree  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  abandons  the  prosecution  of  his  original  intention  to  appl_y  for  the 
legal  title,  and  does  not  even  procure  a  survey  or  obtain  possession  of  the  lamls  he  intended  to  apply  for, 
the  decree  thus  obtained  would  afl'ord  no  ground  of  claim,  nor  would  it  in  a  case  where  the  intention  had 
been  further  prosecuted,  or  where  possession  had  been  obtained  and  a  survey  made,  where  the  party  not 
having  made  the  required  improvement  nor  applied  for  the  legal  title  abandons  the  lands  ivilhout  the 
animo  revertendi.  In  neither  of  these  cases  has  the  claimant  performed  what  was  necessary  to  be 
performed  to  give  the  complete  title;  in  neither  has  he  performed  that  which  it  would  have  been  the 
object  of  the  grant  to  secure  the  performance  of;  in  neither,  therefore,  would  there  be  any  equity  to 
support  a  claim.  These  are  rather  cases  where  the  party  may  have  intended  to  apply  for  a  grant  and  to 
perform  what  was  necessary  to  secure  the  complete  title  and  afterwards  relinquished  that  intention. 
Whether  this  intention  should  have  been  relinquished  before  or  after  the  first  decree  of  the  lieutenant 
governor,  or  before  or  after  the  deliverj'  of  possession  to  him,  would  be  immaterial  to  the  King  if  he  should 
not  proceed  to  improve  the  land.  But  if  he  proceeded  to  improve  it,  and  was  prevented  from  fulfilling 
his  intention  to  comply  with  the  law  in  this  respect  from  any  cause  which  would  authorize  a  court  of 
equity  to  assist  him,  such  a  case  would  merit  a  different  consideration. 

With  this  exposition  of  the  laws  which  apply  to  the  present  subject  of  inquiry,  what  are  the  legal 
merits  of  the  present  claim — what  the  equitable  merits  up(^n  which  the  interference  of  this  court  can  be 
claimed  ?  The  claim  is  supposed  to  derive  merit  from  an  alleged  instruction  of  the  governor  general  to 
the  lieutenant  governor,  to  favor  all  the  undertakings  of  the  original  claimant;  and  is  supposed  to  derive 
merit  also  from  the  alleged  connexion  of  the  order  of  the  lieutenant  governor  under  which  possession  of 
the  premises  was  obtained  with  the  distillery  which  the  claimant  had  been  permitted  to  erect.  If  the 
instruction  of  the  governor  general  had  any  influence  in  producing  the  order  of  the  lieutenant  governor, 
it  would  add  nothing  to  the  virtue  or  force  of  that  order;  because  the  acts  of  the  latter,  so  far  as  they  are 
designed  to  aflord  facilities  to  the  applicant  to  obtain  the  title,  derive  their  merit  from  the  authority  which 
is  given  thorn  by  the  intendancy,  or  from  their  having  been  required  by  that  authority,  and  because  the 
royal  order  of  179S  transfers  to  the  intendancy  the  exclusive  right  to  grant,  &c.,  with  inhibition  to  other 
authorities.  The  infiuence,  therefore,  which  Ls"  imputed  to  the  instructions  of  the  governor  general  would 
subtract  from,  rather  than  add  to,  the  virtue  of  the  act,  as  an  interference  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the 
inhibition  of  the  royal  order — an  interference  not  to  be  presumed,  and  which  is  not  established  by  the 
letter  of  the  governor  general,  relied  upon  for  that  purpose.  This  letter  bears  date  the  20th  of  May,  1799. 
A\  hat  was  the  precise  application  to  wdiich  this  letter  is  in  part  an  answer,  and  which  induced  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  governor  general,  does  not  appear.  The  answer  whicli  this  letter  promises  would  be  written 
"by  the  boat  just  arrived"  might  probably  have  shown  the  nature  of  the  application,  and  the  object  of 
the  instructions.  In  the  absence,  therefore,  of  this  better  evidence,  and  of  those  instructions,  the  court 
will  not  presume  an  improper  interference  on  the  part  of  the  governor  general  with  the  disposition  of  the 
royal  doinain;  and  all  tliat  the  letter  permits  the  court  to  say  in  reference  to  the  object  of  the  claimant's 
application  to  the  govcrimr  general,  to  which  his  instructions  wore,an  answer,  is  that  it  may  have  been 
the  peruiissiou  to  croi-t  I  he  distillciy  which  ^vas  ,'ifterwards  obtaiped  from  the  lieutenant  governor.     If 
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this  was  its  object,  the  infeix-nce  is  that  ponnissinn  w.'isi  th?oined  nccossary.  So  tlu^  apiilicatinii  [n  iho 
lieutenant  g'overnoi-  for  tliis  pcn-niissiun,  and  liis  (U'cree  wliich  prant-s  it,  imply  that  such  pci-niissi.iu  was 
nci'cssary  tn  the  lawful  exercise  ol'  the  I'in'lit.  l''or  what  cause  the  iienuission  was  deemed  necessary,  nr 
that  the  intcrlerence  ot"  the  i;-overnor  g-eneral  tn  obtain  the  permission  was  necessary,  if  such  interlV'rence 
had  been  solicited,  the  court  docs  not  inrpiire.  It  cannot  peici'ivi'.  howcx-er,  iiow  an  art  or  business  which 
the  policy  ol'  the  ;j;-overnment  or  tiie  law  prevented  the  exercise  of  without  a  s|)ecial  pernnssion,  is  I'or  that 
cause  to  be  deemed  of  greater  g'cneral  utility  to  thi'  pul>lic  than  if  such  pcrniissimi  was  not  necessary  to 
its  exercise.  The  restriction  upon  the  exercise  of  the  rii;lit  implies  thai  a  hi,;;l:er  object  was  |r)  be  sub- 
served thereby,  lu'  that  the  unrestricted  exercise  of  tiie  rip,'iit  was  (Iccmcd  injurious,  fbit  if  it  were  admitted 
that  the  distillation  of  spirits  in  Upjier  Louisiana  was  d(^sirable  as  a  pul)lic  advantaij;e,  and  conducive  to 
the  interest  of  the  King,  the  grant  of  lands  had  not  been  authorized  lo  advance  any  such  object;  the 
distillery  had  not  been  erected  upon  the  faith  of  any  jiromise  of  a  grant;  and  therefore  there  is  no  pr(,'tence 
of  equity  upon  the  ground  of  expenditure  incurred  with  a  view  to  the  grant.  Nor  docs  tlie  claim  connect 
itself  with  the  distillery  otherwise  than  as  it  is  referred  to  in  tlie  original  pe^tition  of  tln' claijnant  as 
afl'ording  a  reason  why  the  timber  upon  the  lands  .s(jlicited  was  an  object  of  importance  to  him;  wiiii-h 
reason,  it  is  to  bo  remarked,  the  lieutenant  giivernor  does  not  advert  to,  or  appear  in  anywise  to  i-egai'd, 
in  his  decree  inider  wliich  ])ossessioii  was  delivered  to  tlie  claimant,  but  ]]laces  that  decree  upon  the 
ground  tliat  the  claimant  had  "Die  nu'a)i.f  to  mal.-f  arailahic,  irilhin  the  fena  of  the.  reijululion  of  tite  rjorenior 
general  ()f  lltLi  procinee,  (lie  lani.h  irliicli  lie  (leinatiil.^."  The  claimant-  having  solicited  the  land  upon  two 
gTounds — first,  as  imiiortaut  to  him  in  consequence  of  his  distillery,  and,  secondly,  that  it  was  his  inlen- 
tiou  "to  establish  the  lands,"  meaning,  doubtless,  to  cultivate  them — the  onlcr  is  made  upon  the  merit  of 
the  application,  as  it  is  founded  upon  the  last-mentioned  ground.  The  claim,  therefore,  derives  no  merit 
from  the  circuuistance  of  the  distillery,  or  the  reference  to  it.  Then  the  title  of  the  claimants,  in  point  of 
law,  is,  that  at  the  time  the  original  complainant  presented  his  ]ietition  to  tin;  lieutenant  governor  he 
possessed  the  means  wdiicli  would  have  enabled  him  to  comply  witli  the  conditions  which  the  law  would 
have  annexed  to  the  grant,  and  the  means  which,  under  the  law,  would  have  authorized  the  grant  of  the 
lands  he  solicited;  and  that  he  either  intended  to  a]iply  for  the  title,  and  to  fulfil  the  conditions  as  necessary 
to  pcrlect  it,  or  that  he  intended  to  avail  himself  of  the  order  of  the  lieutenant  governor  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  possession  of  the  lands,  and  the  temporary  use  of  the  timber;  but  the  qualifications  to  obtain 
the  legal  title,  and  the  intention  to  apply  for  it,  would  not  vest  any  title  at  law;  nor  could  the  prosecution 
of  that  intention,  as  in  the  present  case,  so  far  as  to  incur  the  surveying  fees  necessary  to  obtain  posses- 
sion, vest  any  title  either  at  law  or  in  eqiiity;  for  here  the  party  having  done  nothing  under  the  law  which 
was  beneficial  to  the  King — having-  voluntarily  declined  to  proceed  further  to  obtain  his  title,  or  delayed 
the  further  steps  necessary,  contrary  to  his  legal  undertaking  at  the  time  ho  obtained  tlie  order  lor 
possession,  until,  bj'  the  change  of  sovereignty,  or  a  change  in  the  circumstances  or  policy  of  the  govcrn- 
meut,  the  opportunity  to  obtain  the  title  was  withdrawn,  the  claimant,  in  the  meantime,  and  down  to  the 
present  time,  having  been  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  use  of  the  timber,  and  omitted  to  improve  the  lands. 
But  if,  as  has  been  done  in  the  cases  in  which  this  court  had  decreed  the  title  to  the  claimants,  the  party 
had  made  the  settlement  and  improvement  which  the  law  reipiired  to  perfect  the  legal  title,  he,  by  so  doing, 
would  have  rendered  the  benefit  to  the  King  which  it  would  have  been  the  oViject  of  the  grant  to  secure; 
that  which  was  to  be  the  consideration  of  the  grant  being  thus  rendered,  and  the  negligence  to  apply  for 
the  title  excused,  his  title  in  equity  would  authorize  him  t(j  claim  the  interference  of  this  court,  and  the 
exercise  of  its  powers,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  him  at  law  the  benefit  of  all  that  he  was  c'Utitlcd  to  in 
equity. 

That  the  court  has  correctly  interpreted  the  object  of  the  application  to  the  lieutenant  governor,  and 
the  authority  of  his  act  under  the  regulation  of  Morales,  it  does  not  doubt.  His  acts  could  not  tend  to 
■  confer  or  assure  the  title  otherwise  than  as  tbey  were  authorized  by  the  intendancy,  with  whom  resided 
the  ext;lusive  power  in  relation  to  that  subject.  It  may  be  that  the  object  of  the  intendant  in  making  the 
permission  of  the  government  to  settle  a  prerequisite  to  the  issue  of  the  grant  had  relation  more  particu- 
larly to  foreign  settlers;  and  it  is  probable  that  any  statement  of  the  lieutenant  governor  which  might 
accompany  his  authorized  act,  or  be  otlered  as  the  ground  of  it,  might  be  of  advantage  to  the  claimant 
before  the  intendant,  or  might  be  considered  by  the  intendant  sufficient  to  establish  the  fact  which  it 
assumes  to  establish.  That  certain  facts  were  required  to  be  authenticated  in  a  particular  form,  or  liy 
particular  persons,  would  m.it  prevent  those  persons  from  establishing  other  facts  necessary  to  be  estab- 
lished on  the  part  of  the  claimant.  The  object  of  the  forms  prescribed  being  to  prevent  mistakes  and 
imposition,  an  adherence  to  them  would  not  be  insisted  upon  under  circumstances  where  the  evidence 
produced  was  a  sufficient  security  against  either.  Tin;  official  survey,  therefore,  of  the  surveyor,  in  the 
presence  of  the  neighbors,  as  a  mode  of  ascertaining  that  the  lands  solicited  were  vacant,  may  have  been 
received  by  the  intendant  as  airording  sufficient  security  against  any  mistake  in  that  respect.  The  practice 
of  addressing,  by  petition,  the  ofliccr  -whose  agency  was  first  required,  was,  it  is  believed,  the  lamiliar 
mode  of  proceeding  under  the  Spanish  government,  and  might  be  adopted  by  the  applicant,  not  only  as 
more  familiar  generall.y,  and  one  which  had  been  long  practiced  in  the  times  when  the  governors  made 
grants,  but  as  more  formal  than  the  simple  mode  prescribed,  and  as  enlisting  in  his  behalf  higher  authority; 
wdiilo  it  also  gave  him  the  immediate  possession  of  the  promises  he  solicited,  and  the  advantage  of  a  formal 
survey,  by  a  reference  to  which  the  grant  might  be  made — advantages  of  no  little  importance  to  the  appli- 
cant in  Upper  Louisiana,  the  distance  of  theoflice  of  the  intendant  from  that  part  of  the  province  being 
considered.  That  this  practice  was  continued  after  the  regulations  of  Morales  does  not,  for  these  reasons, 
appear  to  authorize  the  opinion  that  it  was  continued  in  virtue  of  any  other  authority  than  that  contained 
in  the  second  and  thirty-second  articles  of  the  regulations  of  Morales.  The  lieutenant  governor  rfoe.s-  not 
assume  to  jMssthe  title;  nor  does  hisorder — the  surveij  made  in  pursuance  thereof— possess  any  more  efficacy  /or 
tlds  pia-pose  tlian  uviild  the  simple  statement  of  the  syndic  or  commandant  of  a  post,  that  2)ermisstoH  to  settle 
had  been  given  by  the  government,  and  his  further  statement,  united  with  tluit  of  the  surveyor  and  two 
of  the  neiglibors,  having  knowledge  of  such  fact,  that  the  lands  solicited  were  vacant. 

The  grant  of  the  intendant,  which,  under  the  royal  order  of  1798,  is  necessary  to  pass  the  legal  title,^ 
and  the  settlement  and  improvement  wdiich  l.iy  law  is  necessary  to  perfect  that  legal  title,  being  both  of 
them  in  the  present  case  wanting,  the  laws  of  S|:iain  afford  to  the  complainants  no  ground  to  ask  for  the 
assistance  of  the  court.  That  the  settlement  and  improvement  would  be  necessary  to  perfect  the  title, 
after  the  emanation  of  the  grant,  and  must  be  shown  as  a  ground  of  equity  in  the  absence  of  the  legal 
title,  is  a  doctrine  which  results  so  forcibly  fiom  the  provisions  of  the  laws  wdiich  authorize  gratuities 
that  the  court  cannot  escape  from  it ;    and    in  this  view  would  consider  it  immaterial  whether  the 
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inteiidancy  had  di-  had  not  committed  to  the  lieutenant  governor  a  discretion— a  power  to  decide  in 
relation  to  the  merits  of  any  application  beyond  what  tliis  opinion  has  allowed  to  him.  The  fourth  article 
of  tlie  re^c'ilations  of  Morales  proscribes  that  "  the  new  settlers  who  have  obtained  lands  shall  be 
equally  obliged  to  clear  and  put  in  cultivation,  in  the  precise  time  of  three  years,  all  the  front  of  their 
concessions,°of  the  depth  of  at  least  two  arpents,  on  the  penalty  of  having  the  lands  granted  reunited 
to  the  domain  if  this  condition  is  not  complied  with.  The  commandants  and  syndics  will  watch  that 
what  is  enj'oinod  in  this  and  the  preceding  article  be  strictly  observed,  and  occasionally  inform  the 
intendant  what  they  may  have  remarked,  well  understanding  that  in  case  of  default  tiioy  will  be 
responsible  to  his  Nlaje.s'ty."  What  tliis  article  jn-escribes  had  been  required  substantially  by  the 
second  and  sixtli  articles  of  the  instiuction  of  O'Riley.  The  quantity  which  is  recjuired  to  be  put  in 
cultivation,  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  rule,  is  ascertained  by  the  depth  of  the  grant,  as  directed 
in  the  first  article  oi'  the  regulations  of  Morales,  and  the  first  article  of  the  instructions.  The  sixth 
article  of  Morales  is  connected  with  the  object  of  the  fourth,  and  is  also  taken  from  the  third  article 
of  the  instruction  of  O'Kiley.  It  prescribes  that  "during  the  said  term  of  three  years  no  person 
.shall  sell  or  dispose  (jf  the  land  which  has  been  granted  to  him,  nor  .shall  he  ever  after  the  term,  if  he 
has  failed  to  comply  witli  the  conditions  contained  in  the  preceding  article;  and  to  avoid  abuses 
and  surprise  in  this  respect,  we  declare  that  all  sales  made  without  the  consent  of  the  intendancy, 
in  writing,  shall  be  null  and  of  no  eflect;  which  consent  shall  not  be  granted  until  they  have  examined, 
witii  a  scrupulous  attention,  if  the  conditions  have  or  have  not  been  fulfilled."  The  fifth  article  of 
Morales  is  a  further  illustration  of  the  intention  of  the  regulations  upon  this  subject.  It  directs  that 
"if  a  tract  of  land  belonging  to  minors  remain  without  being  cleared,  or  as  much  of  it  as  the  regulations 
require,  and  tliat  the  bank,  the  road,  the  ditches,  and  the  bridges  are  not  made,  the  commandant  or  syndic 
of  the  district  will  certify  from  whom  the  fault  has  arisen;  if  it  is  in  the  guardian,  he  will  urge  him  to 
put  it  in  order;  and  if  he  fails,  he  shall  give  an  account  of  it;  but  if  the  fault  arises  from  the  want  of 
means  of  the  minor  to  defray  tiie  expense,  the  commandant  or  syndic  shall  address  a  statement  of  it  to 
the  intendancy,  to  the  end  that  sale  of  it  may  be  ordered  for  the  benefit  of  the  minor,  to  whom  alone  this 
privilege  is  allowed,  if  in  the  space  of  six  months  any  purchaser  presents;  if  not,  it  shall  be  granted 
gratis  to  any  person  asking  it,  or  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  treasury."  Tliis  article  is  also  taken  from  the 
fifth  in  the  instruction  of  O'Riley.  If  the  four  first  articles  of  the  instruction  of  O'Riley  have  a  particular 
relation  to  grants  upon  the  borders  of  the  river,  the  sixth  article,  and  also  that  part  of  the  fifth  which 
requires  clearing,  has  not  that  exclusive  relation.  Tlie  regulations  of  Morales  preserve  the  same  distinc- 
tion between  sales  and  gratuities  which  had  been  maintained  by  the  previous  laws  of  Spain,  and  partic- 
ularly those  introduced  into  Louisiana.  By  the  twenty-sixth  article  purchasers  arc  onerated  with  the 
keeping  up  of  mounds  and  roads,  but  not  under  the  penalty  of  a  forfeiture,  as  in  the  case  of  gratuities; 
and  it  is  an  implication  from  this  article  that  no  forfeiture  is  incurred  by  a  purchaser  for  an  omission  to 
cultivate.  So  tlie  fourth  article  of  tlie  royal  regulation  of  1754,  which  allows  proof  of  long  possession 
to  give  a  title  by  prescription,  subjects  the  claimant  by  such  a  title  to  lose  his  lands,  if  he  shall  not, 
within  three  months,  or  within  a  reasonable  time,  cultivate  them,  and  requires  that  tliey  be  given  to 
others  who  may  inform  thereof,  upon  the  same  condition  of  cultivating  them.  So  the  sixty-first  section  of 
the  eiglity-first  article  of  the  royal  ordinance  for  tlie  establishment  of  the  intcndants,  which  authorizes 
grants  as  an  inducement  to  the  natives  and  others  to  devote  themselves  to  the  sowing,  raising,  and 
preparing  of  hemp  and  flax,  commands  that  the  lands  thus  granted  shall  be  taken  from  those  who  shall 
not  cultivate  them,  and  granted  to  others  upon  the  same  condition  of  cultivating  them.  So  the  earlier 
laws  which  authorize  gratuities,  but  which  are  believed  not  to  have  been  in  force  in  Louisiana,  require  a 
cultivation  and  residence  of  a  longer  period  to  give  the  legal  title.  Law  1,  tit.  12,  lib.  4,  of  the  collection 
of  the  laws  of  the  Indies,  page  38  of  White's  collection,  declares  that,  "in  order  to  promote  the  zeal  of 
our  subjects  in  the  discovery  and  settlement  of  the  Indies,  and  that  they  may  live  in  that  ease  and  com- 
fort which  we  desire  them  to  enjoy,  it  is  our  will  that  there  be  distributed  among  them  houses,  lots,  lands, 
cahallerias  and  peonias,  to  all  those  who  shall  repair  to  settle  on  new  lauds  in  the  villages  and  places 
which  shall  be  designated  to  them  by  the  governor  of  the  new  settlement,  making  a  distinction  between 
gentlemen  or  esquires,  (escuderos,)  and  laborers,  (pcones,)  and  those  of  inferior  grade  and  merit,  and 
graduating  such  grants  according  to  their  qualifications  and  services,  in  order  tliat  they  may  attend 
to  working  the  said  land  and  the  breeding  of  stock;  and  when  the  said  settlers  shall  liave  fived  and 
labored  in  said  settlements  during  the  space  of  four  years,  they  are  hereby  empowered,  from  the  expira- 
tion of  said  term,  to  sell  the  same,  and  freely  to  dispose  of  them  at  their  will,  as  their  own  property;  and 
the  governor,  or  wlioever  shall  be  thereto  authorized  by  ourselves,  shall,  in  the  distribution  which  he  shall 
make  of  the  Indians,  and  according  to  the  merit  and  rank  of  said  settlers,  grant  thein  said  Indians,  so 
that  they  may  enjoy  the  profits  arising  from  their  possession,  according  to  the  established  rates  and  the 
enactments  in  that  behalf."  Law  2d  of  the  same  title  and  book,  page  39,  White's  collection,  also  declares 
that  "it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  give  or  distribute  lands  in  a  settlement  to  such  persons  as  already  possess 
some  in  another  settlement,  unless  they  shall  leave  their  former  residence  and  remove  themselves  to  the 
new  place  to  be  settled,  except  where  they  shall  have  resided  in  the  first  settlement  during  the  four  years 
necessary  to  entitle  them  to  fec-simiile  right,  or  unless  they  shall  relinquish  their  title  to  the  same  fo'r  not 
having  fulfilled  their  obligation;  and  we  declare  as  null  any  distribution  which  may  be  made  contrary  to 
the  provisions  of  this  our  law;  and  we  condemn  those  who  may  make  such  distribution  to  sufler  our 
displeasure,  and  to  be  fined  ten  thousand  maravedis  for  the  benefit  of  our  chamber,  {camera:')  The  3d 
law  of  the  same  title  and  book,  page  39,  White's  collection,  declares  that  "the  persons  who  shall  accept 
grants  of  cabaUcrias  or  peonias  shall  enter  into  an  obligation  to  build  upon  the  lots,  and  to  occupy  the 
iiouses,  to  divide  and  clear  the  arable  lands,  and  to  work  and  plant  them,  and  to  stock  with  cattle  those 
which  are  destined  for  pasture,  within  a  limited  time,  divided  into  terms,  and  declaring  what  is  to  be 
done  m  each,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  their  grants  of  lands  and  lots,  and,  besides,  a  certain  number 
of  maravedis  for  the  republic;  which  obligation  shall  be  in  due  form,  with  good  and  sufficient  sureties." 
In  a  similar  spirit  are  the  early  laws  upon  the  subject  of  gratuities.  Under  these  laws  neither  the  legal  nor 
equitable  title  could  be  acquired  without  a  settlement  and  cultivation  for  four  years. 

The  act  of  Congress  directs  that  the  claim,  to  authorize  the  court  to  take  jurisdiction  of  it,  must  be 
such  as  might  have  been  perfected  into  a  complete  title  under  and  in  conformity  to  the  laws,  usages,  and 
customs  of  the  government,  had  not  the  sovereignty  of  the  country  been  transferred  to  the  United  States. 
ihis  phraseology,  I  apprehend,  was  adopted  without  adverting  to'the  intervening  sovereignty  of  France, 
between  the  origin  of  the  titles  under  the  Spanish  government  and  the  transfer  of  the  sovereignty  to  the 
United  States.     After  the  transfer  of  the  sovereignty  to  the  United  States  the  claimant  of  a  title  derived 
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from  the  Spanish  govornment  could  have  no  proccodina;  nndi  r  aiiil  in  conformity  to  Iho  hiws  of  that 
government  for  the  purpose  of  perfeclinL;'  iiis  title;  nor  could  lir,  aflcr  the  transfer  nf  the  snvcn  i.uMity 
from  Spain  to  France,  have  the  henellt  of  such  proceeding;'.  The  hiws  of  Spain  which  anlhori/,ed  thi.s 
proceeding- were  as  entirely  abrog-ated  by  this  transfer  as  they  could  h.i\'e  iieen  hy  (he  transfer  In  the 
United  States;  so  that,  after  the  transfer  of  tlu;  sovereignty  from  S[)ain  to  France,  whether  there  had  nr 
had  not  been  any  transfer  of  it  to  the  Fnited  States,  no  claim  wdiicii  originated  uniler  the  Spanish  govi'rn- 
raent  could  have  been  perfected  into  a  complete  title  undm-  and  in  conformity  tn  the  laws  of  that  govern- 
ment; and,  consequently,  no  claim  so  (u-iginating  would  fall  within  the  description  nf  these  of  which  the 
court  is  authorized  to  take  jurisdiction,  the  literal  constrnt-tieii  i.l'  th<'  act  being  adhered  to.  lint  a  e. in- 
struction which  would  defeat  the  act  is  not  to  be  adopted,  and  the  int<'ntion,  doubtless,  was  not  to  exelude 
the  jurisdiction  where  the  claim  was  such  as  might  have  been  perfected  into  a  comidete  {\[\r  umler 
and  in  conformity  to  the  laws  of  the  gcivernment  frum  which  the  same  originated,  had  no  change 
of  sovereignty  taken  place,  if  it  was  also  attendeil  with  tin'  other  circumstances  recpiired,  of  being  in  viitue 
of  a  grant,  concession,  warrant,  or  order  of  survey,  legally  made  before  the  date  spei'ilied  in  the  act,  anil 
to  a  person  resident  in  the  priivince  at  or  licfere  that  date,  and  proti'ded  by  the  treaty.  .\  claim  by  virtue 
of  a  warrant  from  the  lieutenant  governor,  by  a  person  who,  from  his  ]irnpeiiy  m-  family,  was  i|ualified 
accordin.g  to  the  laws  to  receive  a  grant  ol'  what  is  claimed,  might  have  In^en  pi-il'ected  into  a  complete 
title  under  and  in  cimformity  to  the  laws,  !.  c.  if  the  claimant  had  done  everything  which  tlu^  law  reijuired 
for  that  pur|>ose.  But  that  it  might  have  been  ]K'rl'eeted  into  a  cemiilete  title  will  not  authorize  a  decree 
in  favor  of  the  party,  unless  he  has  performed  all  that  the  law  required  to  be  [lerformedon  his  part.  It  is 
the  performance  of  this  which  would  constitute  his  eiiuity,  and  which  would  authorize  the  interference  uf 
the  court  in  this,  as  in  all  other  cases.  The  act  reijuires  the  court  to  hear  and  determine  the  claim  "  in 
conformit.v  with  the  principles  of  justice,  and  according  to  the  laws  aTid  ordinances  of  the  government 
under  which  it  ori,Li"inated."  According  to  these  laws  and  ordinances,  where  there  was  no  grant,  neither 
the  legal  nor  equitable  title  ci_)uld  be  acquired  without  the  settlement  and  inqunvement  prescribeil,  which 
not  having'  been  made  in  the  present  case,  the  ci.iurt  cannot,  in  coufermity  with  the  principles  of  justice, 
decree  in  favor  of  the  claimant. 

The  act  further  directs  that  the  court  sliall,  ''  by  a  linal  decree,  settle  a)id  di'termine  the  questii>n  of 
the  validity  of  the  title  according  to  the  law  of  nations,  the  stipulations  of  any  treaty,  and  proceedings 
under  the  same,  the  several  acts  of  Congress  in  relation  thereto,  and  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  gov- 
ernment under  which  the  same  originated."'  Here  the  court  is  required  to  settle  and  determine  the  cjues- 
tiou  of  the  validity  of  the  title  according  to  the  several  laws  enumerated.  As,  according  to  these  laws 
and  ordinances  of  the  g'ovcrnment  under  which  the  present  claim  originated,  there  is  neither  a  legal  nor 
equitable  title  in  the  petitioners,  the  court  must  determine  the  title  to  be  invalid,  unless  it  le  rendered 
valid  by  the  law  of  nations,  the  stipulations  of  some  treaty,  or  proceeding's  under  the  same,  or  the  several 
acts  of  Con.gress  relating-  thereto. 

The  third  article  of  the  treaty  by  which  Louisiana  was  acquired  provides  that  "  the  inhabitants  of  the 
ceded  territory  shall  be  incorporated  into  the  I'nion  of  the  United  States,  and  admitted,  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, according  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages, 
and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  ;  and  in  the  meantime  they  shall  be  maintained  and 
protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  jiroperty,  ami  the  religion  which  they  profess."'  This  article 
guarantees,  first,  the  incorporation  of  the  inhabitants  into  the  Union;  secondly,  their  admission  as  soon  as 
possible,  according  to  tlic  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  all  the  rights,  &c. ;  and,  thirdly,  ])ro- 
tection  in  the  meantime.  It  was  doubtless  the  understanding  of  the  parties  to  this  treaty  that  the  adnus- 
sion  into  the  Union  could  not  take  place  immediately,  and,  as  to  part  of  the  inhabitants,  might  not  until  a 
remote  period;  but  that  the  same  reasons  which  might  postpone  their  admission  into  the  Union  need  not 
postpone  tlie  estension  to  them  of  the  benefit  of  all  the  ju-inciples  of  the  Federal  Constitution  which  mi,ght 
be  enjoyed  under  a  territorial  form  of  government;  and  the  spirit  of  the  stipulation  wouhl  appear  to  require 
the  extension  of  this  benefit  to  them  as  soon  as  possible.  Cut  so  soon  as  they  should  be  admitted  to  the 
free  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  innnunities  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  they  would 
not  need  anj' other  .guarantee  of  protection  than  that  which  the  Constitution  would  alford.  But  during  the 
intervening  period  between  the  treaty  and  such  admission,  the  guarantee  of  protectitm  might  be  beneficial; 
and  to  this  period  do  the  terms  of  the  stipulation  limit  it.  The  admission  of  5lissouri  into  the  Union  having 
secured  to  her  inhabitants  the  higher  guarantee  of  protection  which  is  contained  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  they  no  longer  have  or  need  that  contained  in  the  treaty.  But  this  was  no  more  than  that 
they  sliould  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  property,  <f-c.  Property  involves  the 
idea  of  a  right;  all  rights,  therefore,  relating  to  property,  tlic  inhabitants  were  to  be  protected  in — rights 
such  as  tliej'  -were  at  the  date  of  the  treaty,  and  under  the  laws  then  in  force  in  the  country.  According 
to  these  laws,  there  was  no  ri,ght  to  the  premises  in  question,  either  legal  or  equitable,  in  the  ancestor" 
under  wdiom  the  present  petitioners  claim  to  be  protected. 

But  it  is  insisted  that  the  present  claim,  and  all  others  which,  like  it,  are  founded  upon  tlie  first  decree 
of  the  lieutenant  governor,  were  confirmed  by  the  treaty  of  St.  lldefonso,  by  which  Louisiana  was  retroceded 
by  Spain  to  France;  that  the  proclamation  to  the  inhabitants  made  by  tlie  Spanish  commissioners  appointed 
to  deliver  the  possession  of  the  countrj"  under  that  treaty,  contains  the  evidence  of  that  confirmation.  It 
is  also  insisted  that  they  are  confirmed  by  the  proclamation  itself. 

It  would  not  be  presumed  that  it  was  an  object  to  the  parties  to  this  treaty  to  confirm  indiscrimi- 
nately all  such  claims.  The  King  having  authorized  the  governor  .general  exclusively  to  make  grants  of 
his  domain,  may  not  have  been  apprised  that  this  officer  had  required  the  agency  of  the  lieutenant  .gov- 
ernor in  connexion  with  that  dutj-;  but  if  he  had  been  so  advised,  he  could  not  have  been  informed  of  the 
number  or  extent  of  the  grants  which  the  inhabitants  might  have  intended  to  solicit  of  the  governor  gen- 
eral, and  which  had  been  so  far  put  in  a  train  of  preparation  for  that  purpose  as  to  have  passed  thnmgli 
the  hands  of  the  lieutenant  governor;  inasmuch  as  no  memorial  of  the  claims  so  prepared  had  been  pre- 
served by  this  officer  during  the  latter  period  of  the  .govermuent,  wdiich  embraced  the  lar.ger  grants — the 
registry  of  the  claims  in  the  Livre  Terrien,  upon  which  he  had  acted,  havin.g  been  discontinued,  or  nearly 
so,  after  the  year  179.5,  the  registry  of  but  a  very  few  appearing  of  a  later  date,  according  to  the  evidence 
upon  this  subject — the  original  papers  in  each  case  having  been  put  into  the  possession  of  the  party,  as 
that  upon  which  the  title  was  to  bo  s(jlicited  of  the  governor  general.  But  if  he  had  been  informed  of  all 
the  acts  of  the  lieutenant  .governor  winch  had  relation  to  the  disposition  of  the  domain,  it  would  not  be 
presumed  that  he  intended  to  confirm  to  those  -n-ho,  during  anj-  period  of  the  Spanish  government,  may 
have  intended  to  solicit  land  of  the  governor  general,  and  who  maj^  or  may  not  have  proceeded  so  far  in 
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the  prosecution  (,f  that  intention  as  to  obtain  pos.scssion  of  .sucli  lands  by  the  order  of  the  lieutenant  gov- 
ernor, and  who  afterwards  did  not  do  anythins;-  upon  them,  or  wholly  abandoned  them,  as  well  as  all 
intention  to  solicit  them;  for  such  persons  would  still  remain  in  possession  of  the  original  orders  of  the 
lieutenant  governor,  and  their  claims  be  as  ranch  within  the  alleged  confirmatory  force  of  the  treaty  or 
proclamation  as  any  other  which  had  its  origin  with  the  lieutenant  governor. 

That  the  practice  (jf  noting  in  the  Livre  Turrien  the  decrees  of  the  lieutenant  governor  had  been  dis- 
continued, as  mentioned;  that  no  direct  communicaticni  was  ever  made  by  the  lieutenant  governor  to 
the  governor  general  on  the  subject  of  those  decrees,  as  appears  by  the  evidence  of  the  late  lieutenant 
governor;  that  no  means  were  provided  which  miglit  serve  as  a  check  upon  possible  frauds  or  forge- 
ries in  relation  to  such  decrees,  would  also  induce  the  opinion  that  a  greater  degree  of  solemnity  or  efficacj', 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  title  as  against  the  King,  had  not  been  attached  to  them  than  has  been 
imputed  to  them  by  the  court.  The  proclamation  was  made  by  commissioners  appointed  to  deliver  pos- 
session of  the  country  under  the  treaty,  not  by  commissioners  appointed  to  confirm  titles.  It  was  no 
part  of  the  object  of  the  proclamation,  more  than  it  formed  a  part  of  the  duty  of  the  conmiissioners  to 
make  such  confirmation.  Hut  as  an  authorized  declaration  of  the  efiect  of  the  treaty,  or  of  the  rights  and 
obligations  wiiich  that  had  secured,  it  is  entitled  to  consideration.  It  does  not  represent  t!ie  confirma- 
tions as  an  effect  of  tlie  treatj',  or  as  a  thing  which  had  been  stipulated  in  it,  but  makes  known  that  "his 
Majesty,  in  e.xpressing  the  hopes  he  entertains  for  the  welfare  and  tranquillity  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
colony,' promises  to  himself,  from  the  sincere  amity  and  close  alliance  whicli  unite  the  S|)anisli  government 
and  that  of  the  rei)ublic,  tiiat  the  latter  will  give  orders  to  the  governor  and  other  officers  in  its  service 
in  order  that  all  grants  and  property  of  vvliatevor  description  derived  from  the  governors  of  those  prov- 
inces shall  be  confirmed  to  them,  although  not  confirmed  b}'  his  Majesty."  The  understanding  i'rom  this  • 
proclamation  would  be,  not  that  the  treaty  had  confirmed  them,  but  that  the  order  fur  this  purpose  was  to 
proceed  from  the  French  republic.  The  grounds  upon  which  the  King  had  promised  to  himself  the  issue 
of  this  order  were  the  sincere  amity  and  close  alliance  which  united  the  two  governments,  not  a  treaty 
stipulation.  Other  matters  mentioned  in  the  proclamation  relating  to  the  administration  of  justice  being 
continued  by  the  ordinary  judges  and  the  established  tribunals,  &c.,  concerning  which  he  makes  the  same 
promise  to  himself,  in  favor  of  which  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  there  could  have  been  a  stipulation, 
may  be  adverted  to  as  a  further  illustration  of  the  intention  of  the  jiroclamation. 

But  if  the  proclamation  could  be  so  construed,  as  an  axposition  of  the  treaty,  as  to  convej'  the  idea 
that  the  grants  it  refers  to  had  been  confirmed,  that  reference  is  to  the  grants  derived  from  the  goveruors 
of  the  province,  to  grants  derived  from  those  who  alone  by  the  I'oyal  order  of  1770  were  auth(jrized  to 
make  them,  and  is  not  to  be  understood  to  be  a  reference  to  acts  of  less  dignity  than  grants,  or  than  was 
necessary  to  confer  property,  performed  by  an  officer  inferior  to  the  governor  of  the  province,  and  upon 
whom  his  Majesty  had  not  conferred  the  power  of  making  grants.  The  order  of  the  King  to  the  commis- 
sioners, in  pursuance  of  which  the  proclamation  was  made,  excludes  all  ground  of  controvensy  upon  this 
subject.  After  enumerating  the  several  matters  concerning  which  particular  orders  are  made,  it  proceeds: 
"  Meanwhile  we  hope  that  lor  the  tranquillity  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  colonj' — and  we  promise  ourselves, 
from  the  sincere  amity  and  close  alliance  which  unite  us  to  the  government  of  the  republic,  that  said 
government  will  issue  orders  to  the  governor  and  other  officers  emploj^ed  in  its  service,  &c. — that  all  the 
grants  or  pro])erty  of  whatever  denomination  made  by  my  governors  may  be  conhrmed,  although  not  con- 
firmed by  mj'self."  In  addition  to  the  reasons  mentioned,  upon  which  it  is  believed  that  the  reference 
here  made  by  the  King'  is  to  tlie  grants  wliich  had  been  made  by  the  governors  who  had  successively 
administered  the  government,  and  upon  whom  alone  he  had  conferred  the  power  of  making  grants,  it  may 
be  added  that  the  decrees  of  the  lieutenant  governor  were  not  acts  which  were  to  be  confirmed  by  the 
King,  nor  acts  which  were  to  be  confirmed  by  the  governors.  The  grants  made  by  the  governors  are 
original  acts,  and  do  not  assume  to  be  but  confirmations  of  a  previous  title,  although  in  those  grants  the 
previous  act  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  as  well  as  of  the  surveyor,  is  referred  to. 

That  in  fact  and  in  practice,  as  it  is  believed,  there  was  no  such  thing  as  a  confirmation  by  the  governors 
of  any  title  which  had  been  given  by  tlie  lieutenant  governor;  but  the  confirmation  which  the  King 
))romises  to  himself  would  be  made  was  to  be  of  the  grants  made  by  the  governors — for  these  were  the 
only  grants  which,  from  the  authority  he  had  conferred,  he  can  be  supposed  to  have  referred  to — -the  only 
grants  whicli  in  fact  existed  in  the  province,  and  the  grants  which,  of  course,  would  be  referred  to  hini 
for  confirmation,  if  his  confirmation  was  necessary  to  complete  the  title.  Whether  his  confirmation  was 
or  was  not  necessary  would  appear  to  bo  immaterial  in  regard  to  its  effect  upon  the  decision  of  the  ques- 
tions which  have  been  considered,  and  immaterial  as  it  regards  its  effect  upon  the  interests  of  those  who 
claim  under  such  titles,  they  having  been  confirmed  by  acts  of  Congress.  But  that  the  King's  confirmation 
of  the  grants  made  by  his  governors  was,  in  his  opinion,  requisite  to  perfect  the  titles  is  a  necessary 
inference  from  the  terms  of  his  order,  and  is  material  to  show  that  he  had  not  considered  the  royal  regu- 
lation of  1754  in  force  in  Louisiana  whilst  the  power  to  grant  resided  in  the  governors,  as  by  that  regu- 
lation the  power  of  confirmation  had  been  conferred  upon  the  governors  or  the  audiencias,  the  one  or  the 
other,  according  to  the  country  over  whicli  it  extended.  That  it  had  not  been  the  practice  of  the  governors 
to  confirm  the  acts  of  the  lieutenant  governors,  as  contemplated  by  the  12th  article  of  that  regulation; 
that  the  governors  made  the  original  grants,  and  not  confirmations,  contrary  to  what  is  contemplated  in 
that  article;  that  the  lieutenant  governors  did  not  make  grants,  as  the  sub-delegates  had  done  under  the 
royal  regulation — all  concur  to  show  the  understanding  of  tlie  government  of  Spain,  from  the  throne  down 
to  the  lieutenant  governor,  that  the  royal  regulation  had  not  been  extended  to  Louisiana  prior  to  the 
decree  of  1798 — an  understanding  which  prevailed  from  the  conimencement  of  the  government  of  Spain 
there  to  the  final  transl'er  of  the  country  to  France,  as  evinced  by  the  instruction  of  U'Riley,  the  royal 
order  of  1770,  the  order  for  the  delivery  of  possession  to  France,  and  the  practice  adverted  to,  which 
obtained  during  the  intervening  period,  to  which  might  be  added  the  circumstance  that  sales  of  lands, 
which  is  evinced  by  almost  every  article  of  the  royal  regulation  to  be  its  object,  had  not  been  directed  in 
Louisiana  prior  to  the  regulations  of  Morales. 

That  Confirmations  siiould  follow  the  grants  as  necessary  to  perfect  titles  is  an  opinion  which  the 
general  system  of  laws  relating  to  the  disposition  of  the  King's  domain  would  appear  strongly  to  support. 
This  power  of  confirmation  would  reside  with  the  King — with  him  from  whom  the  power  to  grant  had 
proceeded,  as  a  matter  of  course,  unless  he  had  placed  it  elsewhere;  when  he  did  place  it  elsewhere,  the 
power  to  grant  and  the  power  to  confirm  were  reposed  in  different  hands.  Prior  to  the  royal  regulation 
of  1754  the  grants  made  by  the  sub-delegates  required  the  confirmation  of  the  King.  By  that  regulation 
the  power  of  confirmation  was  conferred  upon  the  audiencias  or  goveruors,  the  one  or  the  other,  according 
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to  tlic  cirotimstnnco  of  iilncc.  By  tlio  royal  ordinances  for  the  ('staMislunont  of  the  intondanls  iho  powrr 
to  g'rant  was  confcM'ri'd  niion  the  inteiulaTits,  the  [lowor  to  conlh'ni  upon  the  guprrinr  Jiinfa.  Al  an  rarlic-r 
period  the  power  to  eonlirni  had  been  eonimitted  to  tlie  vireroys  and  ]M'esiden1s.  When,  tlierel'ore,  a 
power  to  {i'rant  lands  was  conferred,  tlie  j^'rants  made  in  pnrsiniiu-e  nf  such  powei-,  nu  otiier  provision 
being'  made  in  rcdaiion  to  tiie  confu'nration  of  sneh  tyrants,  wmdd  nol  be  bimliiij;'  as  a;^'ainst  tiie  Kini;'  unlil 
confirmed  by  him.  This  opinion  derives  stren.o-tli  from  its  analogy  to  the  lu-incipli!  bi'Ini'e  rel'errcd  lo  in 
relation  to  the  laws  made  pursnant  to  an  antlmrity  I'rom  tlie  Kinu'.  bn(  which  aie  not  bindinj;-  until  Ihcy 
receive  his  approbation,  e.\ee()t  tlie  contrary  bo  exin-csscd  in  the  authority. 

The  imperfect  promnlg-ation  of  the  law,  which  has  been  complaineil  of,  cannot,  as  it  relates  to  the 
present  case,  affect  the  qtiestions  which  have  been  decided.  If  ig-n(n'ance  of  the  law  e.xisti.'d,  however  it 
mifjht  be  a  subject  of  regret  that  the  opportunity  of  deriving  the  advantages  wdiich  its  terms  winild  have 
atforded  had  been  lost  from  such  a  cause,  it  woidd  not  bo  a  ground  of  r(dief  or  of  complaint,  wliere,  as  in 
the  present  case,  there  had  been  neithcn-  labor  nor  money  expended;  or  if  the  money  ex[)ended  for  survey- 
ing fees,  under  a  mistake  of  the  law,  could  in  any  case  be  a  ground  of  complaint,  it  would  not  in  tii(! 
present  one,  where  the  use  of  the  timber  is  presumed  to  have  been  a  full  remuneration  for  this  expenditure. 
The  laws  authorizing  gratuitous  grants  require  no  obedience,  prescribe  no  penalties  which  do  not  relate 
to  the  gratuity.  They  concern  not  him  who  does  not  wish  to  avail  himself  of  the  advantages  they  ofl'er; 
and  as  to  liini  who  might  have  been  disposed  to  avail  himself  of  that  advantage,  had  he  known  of  their 
existence,  tiny  cannot  be  considered  inij'ust.  If  this  ignorance  was  a  coiiscipicncc  of  an  impci'fc<-t  puldi- 
cation,  it  can  only  be  said  that  the  monarch  did  not  adopt  means  ti)  extend  sulliciently  the  information  of 
the  advantageous  terms  he  proposed  to  his  subjects  to  allow  them  to  be  acceded  to  universally.  But  if, 
from  ignorance  of  the  terms  of  the  law.  consequent  upon  its  insuflicient  publication,  or  pcrluqis  as  arising 
from  the  want  of  a  spirit  of  inquiry,  labor  had  been  expended  in  good  faith  with  a  view  to  the  grant,  hut 
not  sufficient  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  law,  the  claimant,  under  such  circumstances,  might  merit 
the  favor  of  the  government.  Whether  in  any  such  case  he  could  claim  the  interjiosition  of  the  court 
under  the  existing  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress,  it  is  not  now  necessary  to  determine. 

With  the  aid  of  the  new  materials  with  which  the  court  has  been  supplied  by  the  researches  of  Mr. 
White,  it  has  corrected  with  pleasure  all  that,  upon  more  mature  reflection,  it  believed  to  be  errors  in  its 
former  opinions,  and  reflects  with  satisfaction  that  those  errors  were  not  of  a  character  tii  be  prejudicial 
either  to  the  claimants  or  to  the  United  States.  A  decree  must  therefore  go  against  the  validity  of  the 
claim  and  the  title  of  the  petitioners. 
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Unconfirmed  land  claims. 


St.  Lori.s,  Fchruartj  20,  1830. 

J[essr:<.  Cii.iRLEss  &  Pasch.^i.l:  In  your  valuable  paper  of  the  IGth  instant.  No.  413,  is  inserted  a  piece 
under  the  following  title:  "Legal  opinion — court  of  the  United  .'^tates  for  the  Missouri  district — special 
court.     Joseph  AVherry  and  otliers,  lieirs  of  Macdcey  Wherry,  c.s-.  The  United  States.     Peck,  judge." 

For  the  informatiiin  of  those  who  feel  in  anywise  interested  about  the  division  of  land  claims  in  Mis- 
souri, and  in  order  that  a  larger  view  of  thciso  cases  may  be  laid  bel'oic  your  readers,  you  will  be  pleased, 
in  addition  to  said  "legal  opinion,"  to  insert  the  testimony  c-f  M.  P.  Lciluc,  as  reduced  to  writing  during 
the  trial  above  mentioned,  a  certified  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed 

Missouri  District,  ss.- 

Be  it  remenibered,  that  heretofore,  to  wit:  at  the  January  session  in  the  year  1830,  of  the  United 
States  court  for  the  Missouri  district,  under  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  "  An  act  enabling  the  claimants  to 
lands  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Missouri  and  Territ(.ir.y  of  Arkansas  to  institute  proceedings  to  try 
the  validity  cif  tlieir  claims,"  Mary  P.  Lednc  was  offered  as  a  witness  on  behalf  of  the  petitioners,  on  the 
trial  of  the  cause  of  the  heirs  of  Mackej'  Wherry,  deceased,  r.s.  The  United  States;  and  the  testimony  of 
said  Mar.y  P.  Leduc  on  said  trial  was  recorded  by  the  court  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

Maiy  P.  Leduc,  a  witness  offered  on  behalf  of  the  petitioners,  states  that  he  was  well  acc^uainted  with 
the  handwriting  of  Autoine  Soulard,  late  surveyor  of  Upper  Louisiana,  and  also  with  the  handwriting  of 
Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  late  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Louisiana;  and  that  the  handwriting  in  the 
body  of  the  concession  offered  in  eviilence  in  this  case  is  the  handwriting  of  the  said  Soulard,  and  that  the 
signature  thereto  is  that  of  the  said  Delassus;  and  that  he  is  also  well  acquairitcd  with  the  handwriting  of 
Peter  Provenchere;  and  that  the  petition  which  appears  above  the  signature  of  Mackey  AVheny,  and 
addressed  to  the  said  lieutenant  governor,  in  reply  to  which  the  said  concession  is  made,  is  tlic  handwriting 
of  the  said  Provenchere.  Said  witness  also  states  that  he  arrived  here  in  the  year  1"99,  and  that  he  found 
said  Mackey  Wlierry  in  this  country. 

ilary  P.  Leduc  being  further  examine<l  in  the  case,  says  that  he  acted  as  translator  to  the  board  of 
commissioners  for  the  adjustment  of  land  titles  during  all  the  time  that  the  said  board  sat  as  such  com- 
missioners, with  the  exception  of  about  six  weeks;  that  the  concessions  which  were  presented  to  said  board 
were  in  the  handwriting,  some  of  Zenon  Trudeau,  some  of  Louis  Labeaume,  some  of  David  Delanney,  some 
of  Pierre  Provenchere,  some  of  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  some  of  Jacques  Glamorgan,  some  of  said  wit- 
ness, and  some  of  Antoine  Smilard;  but  the  greatest  iiart  iif  those  seen  by  witness  were  in  the  handwriting' 
of  said  Soulard;  there  were  some  others  in  the  handwriting  of  persons  not  now  recollected.  That  said 
witness  was  very  well  acquainted  witli  the  handwriting  of  said  Louis  Lalieaume,  David  Delanney,  Pierre 
Provenchere,  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  Jacques  Clamorgan,  and  Antoine  Soulard,  ha%  ing  frequent!}'  seen 
them  all  write;  that  he  never  saw  Zenon  Trudeau  write,  but  knows  his  signature,  having  often  seen  it 
signed  to  his  official  acts.  The  concessions  to  which  witness  refers  are  subsequent  to  the  year  1796,  and 
inclusive  of  a  part  of  that  year;  believes  that  there  were  some  concessions  made  anterior  to  the  year  1796 
which  are  not  recorded  in  the  Livre  Terrien,  but  is  not  certain;  is  sure  that  there  cannot  be  many;  and  if 
there  were  any  that  were  not  recorded  in  Livre  Terrien,  they  were  made  in  the  time  of  Zenon  Trudeau, 
subsequent  to  the  year  1792,  inclusive.  That  witness  is  i'amiliar  with  the  records  in  the  office  of  the 
recorder  cif  land  titles,  having  assisted  Mr.  Bates,  the  reconler,  in  discharging  uie  dtilii'is  of  that  oflicc  for 
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manj'  years,  commencing  with  the  year  1809,  until  the  books  and  papers  were  delivered  to  the  present 
recorder,  about  the  year  1824.  That  witness  himself  transcribed  tl;e  books  of  Livrc  Terrien,  commencing 
in  the  year  1766,  and  ending-  in  the  year  1796  or  1797,  e.xcept  some  few  grants  that  had  been  already 
recorded-  that  he  recorded  them  for  Mr.  Bates,  the  rec(irdcr.  That  witness  was  the  private  secretary  of 
Lieutenant  Governor  Dclassus  as  early  as  November,  1799,  and  continued  to  be  so  during  the  continuance  of 
the  .'^|-,aiiish  government  here;  that  during  the  same  tinie  Antoine  Soulard  was  the  surveyor  of  Upper  Louisi- 
ana and  afte^-  the  change' of  government,  continued  to  discharge  the  duties  of  said  office  down  to  the  year 
1806,  under  an  appointment  from  General  Wilkinson,  as  witness  believes.  That  the  Livre  Terrien,  of  which 
witness  has  spoken,  is  the  book  in  which  the  concessions  were  recorded  verbatim,  and  signed  by  the  lieuten- 
ant governors  severally  when  they  issued  the  same ;  and,  as  witness  believes,  who  has  compared  a  few  of  the 
concessions  witii  those'recorded  iii  the  books  mentioned,  that  the  concessions  recorded  are  all  recorded  in  full. 
Tiiat  tlie  Livre  Terrien  consists  of  liooks  from  No.  1  to  No.  G,  Inclusive,  and  were  formed  of  quires  of 
ijaper  sewed  separately  into  a  distinct  book,  eacii  book  being  formed  of  about  one  quire;  thinks  the  book 
of  plats  in  the  surveyor's  office  was  formed  pretty  much  in  the  same  way;  the  books  of  the  Livre  Terrien 
wcr(!  covered  with  pasteboard,  and  numbered  on  the  back  by  said  Soulard.  Witness  says  that  Lieutenant 
Governor  Delassus  continued  to  make  concessions  until  the  transfer  of  possession  to  the  United  States,  in 
.Marcli,  1804;  that  he  knows  of  but  one  concession  made  since  that  time,  and  that  was  made  to  Adam 
House  for  four  hundred  arpents,  and  was  made  to  Ijcar  date  before  the  transfer,  and  has  been  confirmed. 
That  Mr.  Delassus,  after  the  change  of  government,  continued  in  St.  Louis  about  eight  months,  during  which 
time  applications  were  made  to  him  for  concessions,  and  sums  of  money  ofl'ered  to  obtain  them,  and  the 
applications  rejected  with  indignation  within  the  knowledge  of  witness.  That  said  Delassus,  after  the  time 
mentioned,  left  this  for  New  Orleans,  and  that  place  for  Pensacola,  and  from  that  place  for  Baton  Rouge, 
where  he  e.-^ercised  the  office  of  governor;  in  which  office  he  remained  until  that  country  was  taken 
possession  of  by  the  Americans.  That  the  said  concession  was  made  to  Adam  House  in  consequence  of 
the  recommendation  of  Zenon  Trudeau,  which  recommendation  and  petition  had  been  mislaid  and  not 
found  until  after  the  transfer,  and  is  positive  that  none  other  was  made  after  tlie  transfer.  Says  that  the 
said  lieutenant  governor  continued  to  issue  concessions  after  the  notice  of  the  intendant  of  the  death  of 
the  assessor  in  tlie  year  1802,  and  his  order  not  to  receive  further  petitions  for  lands  down  to  the  change 
of  government,  and  down  to  tin's  period  continued  to  issue  them  about  in  the  same  proportion  that  he  had 
issued  them  before  the  said  notice.  Cannot  say  what  proportion  of  the  concessions  made  after  the  said 
notice  of  the  intendant  were  made  to  bear  date  anterior  to  the  said  notice,  and  in  the  years  1799,  1800, 
18^)1,  and  1802,  but  believes  that  about  sixty  were  made  to  bear  date  during  those  years.  Witness  was 
absent  from  this  place  from  May  to  December  in  the  year  1803,  and  does  not  know  that  more  concessions 
were  issued  towards  the  close  of  the  Spanish  government  here  than  had  been  at  any  time  before;  that 
when  petitions  for  lands  were  presented  to  the  lieutenant  governor  he  would  file  them,  where  they  would 
generally  remain  for  a  considerable  time,  and  they  would  then  be  given  out  to  Mr.  Soulard,  or  somebody 
else,  to  write  the  decrees  of  concession;  and  when  he  would  sign  them  he  would  make  them  bear  date  at 
the  times  at  which  the  petitions  were  presented,  and  would  tell  the  applicants  their  best  title  was  their 
a.xes  and  their  hoes,  and  to  go  and  cultivate.  Says  that  the  concessions  in  the  si.xth  book  of  the  Livre 
Terrien  are  principally  surveys  of  town  lots;  that  the  iifth  book  of  Livre  Terrien  contains  concessions  of  a 
later  date  than  the  sixth,  and  includes,  as  witness  believes,  grants  made  during-  the  period  of  Zenon 
Trudeau,  that  is  to  say,  between  the  years  of  1792  and  1797,  inclusive,  of  which  record  appears  to  liave 
been  made;  and  that  the  concessions  in  said  book  are  mostly  in  the  handwriting  of  Glamorgan,  and  signed 
by  the  said  Lieutenant  Governor  Trudeau.  That  said  Glamorgan,  Louis  Labeaume,  Charles  Gratiot,  and 
Gabriel  Cerre,  who  appear  by  the  list  of  claims  extracted  from  the  Livre  Terrien  to  have  received  large 
concessions,  were  men  of  very  considerable  wealth  when  witness  arrived  in  this  country,  and  all  men  with 
families,  except  Glamorgan;  that  Benito  Vasquez,  who  by  the  said  list  appears  also  to  have  had  a  large 
Concession,  was  a  captain  in  the  pay  of  the  King,  commanded  this  post  in  the  absence  of  the  lieutenant 
governor,  and  had  a  large  family.  Witness  says  that  he  is  interested  in  the  confirmation  of  a  claim  of  a 
league  square  decreed  against  bj'  this  court  at  the  present  term,  which  was  originally  conceded  to  De 
Luzieres;  that  his  interest  is  derived  through  Delassus,  the  late  lieutenant  governor;*  that  he  is  also 
interested  in  the  confirmation  of  a  claim  of  fifteen  thousand  arpents,  conceded  to  him  in  his  own  name,  of 
which  a  league  square  has  been  confirmed;  that  he  had  no  family  until  the  year  1802.  States  that  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  Trudeau  when  Iki  left  here  went  to  Lower  Louisiana,  where  he  lived  several  years,  and 
until  he  died.  Witness  further  states,  that  on  March  10,  1804,  he  was  appointed  by  Captain  Stoddard 
syndic  of  the  town  and  vicinity  of  St.  Louis,  within  four  miles  thereof;  that  on  October  1,  1804,  he  was 
appointed  by  Governor  Harrison  judge  of  probate,  recorder,  and  notary  public  of  the  city  of  St.  Louis. 
On  Decendicr  14,  180.5,  lie  was  appointed  translator  of  the  board  of  commissioners.  In  the  j'ear  1807  ho 
was  appointed  by  Frederick  Bates,  acting  governor  of  the  Territory,  ensign  and  adjutant  of  the  1st  regi- 
ment of  St.  Louis,  and  quartermaster  of  the  same;  a  justice  of  the  peace  and  notary  public  in  the  same 
year;  in  1810,  by  said  Bates,  to  administer  oaths  of  office.  That  commissions  as  justice  of  the  peace, 
judge  of  probate,  notary  public,  recorder  and  register  of  boatmen,  were  renewed  by  said  Bates  in  the  year 
1812.  That  in  the  year  1812  he  was  appointed  clerk  of  tlie  court  of  common  pleas.  In  1815  he  was 
appointed  clerk  of  the  county  court.  In  February,  1815,  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  which 
he  resigned  in  1818,  and  received  from  the  judge  presiding  a  note  expressive  of  the  great  satisfaction 
witli  wliich  the  duties  of  said  office  had  been  discharged.  That  in  the  year  1818  the  witness  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  assembly.  In  1820,  when  Missouri  became  a  State,  he  was  also  a  member  of  tlie 
assembly.  In  1822  he  was  again  elected  a  member  of  the  same  body,  and  resigned.  That  in  1825  he 
was  commissioned  judge  of  probate  for  the  county  of  St.  Louis,  by  Frederick  Bates,  governor,  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  The  court  of  probate  being  abolished,  and  the  county  court  created, 
he  was  appointed  the  presiding  justice  of  that  court,  and  is  now  the  presiding  justice  of  said  court. 

Said  witness  further  states  tliat  the  distance  between  the  Mississippi  and  the  road  to  Prairie  Catalan, 
mentioned  in  the  said  list  extracted  from  the  Livre  Terrien,  is  about  seven  or  eight  arpents.  Says  that 
as  translator  to  the  board  of  commissioners  it  was  his  duty  to  read  the  concessions  which  were  in  the 
Spanish  language,  and  tlie  petitions  which  were  in  the  French  language,  and  that  all  the  concessions 
which  were  presented  to  the  board  were  read  by  him,  and  that  he  is  satisfied  that  all  those  which  were 
presented  to  the  said  board,  and  biu'e  the  signature  of  said  Delassus   and  said  Trudeau,  did  bear  their 
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genuine  sis'iKiture.  Said  witness  further  states  that  hi-  rci'dHccts  nf  tlir  rci'i'i|i|  hy  the  liculcnanl  u'ov- 
crnor  of  tiic  k'tter  of  the  intendant  of  tlie  1st  of  nrrcinlier,  1S02,  aiiiiomirini;'  the  (h-alh  >A'  the  assessor, 
and  tliat  no  further  niciiiorials  for  hinds  inijxht  he  rereived  and  transmitted,  Imt  eannol  state  llie  time  at 
which  it  was  received,  hut  tiiinks,  from  thi'  mode  of  eommnnicatiou  at  that  time,  tliat  tiie  said  h'ller  eindd 
not  reacli  this  phu-e  in  less  than  seven  or  ei;j:ht  niontiis  after  its  date.  Neither  knows  of  nor  has  heaid  of 
an}'  sales  of  land  having"  been  made  in  Uiiijcr  Louisiana  by  the  Spanish  f;overnmenl. 

Said  witness  further  states  tiiat  the  Livre  'i'errien  contains  one  hundred  and  seventy-six  concessions  fir 
tracts  of  land,  surveys  of  eii;-hty-live  comuKUi  field  lots  fir  the  town  of  St.  Louis,  oiie  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  concessions  for  town  lots  in  St.  Liuiis  and  Caroudclet — perhaps  a  few  elsewheri',  ami  snrvevs  of 
town  lots  in  St.  Ferdinand  thirty-live,  and  in  Marais  des  Liard  thirteefi.  That  town  lots  and  common 
field  lots  were  generally  occujiied  without  any  concessions;  and  that  he  neither  knows  of  nor  li.is  heard 
of  any  concession  in  any  other  town  or  village,  a  de]iendency  of  tiie  post  of  St.  Ijouis,  except  perhaps  a 
very  tow  in  Stc.  Genevieve,  and  a  concessioti  for  Portage  de  Sioux.  'I'hat  tracts  o|'  land  were  freipientlv 
occupied  and  improved  without  any  concession;  that  the  saiil  Livre  Terrien  shows  a  conlinnation  of 
grants  from  the  ycav  lltil)  to  1797,  without  the  internussion  of  any  one  yeai'.  Said  witness  further  states 
that  he  arrived  in  Upper  Louisiana,  at  New  Madrid,  in  February,  17'.);>,  whicli  continued  t^i  he  his  place  of 
residence,  occasional  absence  excepted,  until  he  removed  to  St.  Louis.  Says  that  the  jurisdiction  of  th(' 
lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Louisiana  for  tli(>  purpose  of  concluding  lands  comprehended  the  posis  of 
St.  Louis,  Ste.  Genevieve,  Gape  Girardeau,  and  St.  Charles.  That  there  were  also  otiier  posts  in  the  said 
districts,  and  petitions  were  frerpiently  presented  to  the  comniandants  of  those  several  districts,  or  to 
the  commandants  of  the  posts  within  them,  but  most  generally  the  apjdication  was  made  to  the  lieute- 
nant governor  himself:  wdien  to  the  former,  they  were  transmitted  with  their  recoinniendations  to  the, 
lieutenant  govermir  at  St.  Louis,  who  made  the  concessions;  and  that  the  post  of  New  Madrid  was  a  dis- 
tinct post  for  the  purpose  of  making  concessions.  Says  that  ho  was  aciinainted  with  most  of  the  persons 
wiiose  names  ap]iear  on  three  several  jilats  of  tracts  of  land,  of  which  Louis  Labeaunie,  Jacipn.'s  de  St. 
Vraiu,  and  Albert  Tison  appear  to  be  the  assignees  of  the  said  jiersons;  said  plats  being  marked  into 
tracts  of  800  arpents,  and  nnrking  in  all  lifty-one  tracts  of  eight  hundred  arpents  each.  That  about  the 
year  ISOO,  and  liefore  and  since,  said  assignors  were  generally  villagers,  with  the  exception  of  about  six, 
and  that  many  of  them  cultivated  in  the  common  field  lots;  says  that  some  of  the  exceided  numbers  were 
farmers;  that  since  some  of  those  villagers  have  removed  to  their  commim  field  lots,  ]iarticularly  those  of 
St.  Ferdinand.  Witness  knew  of  but  one  person  by  the  name  of  Pierre  Provenchere,  nor  but  oni'  of 
Mackey  Wherry,  nor  but  one  of  Antoine  Soulard,  nor  hut  one  of  James  Macke_y;  all  of  whom  have 
deceased.  Witness  says  that  he  has  an  interest  in  the  conlirniation  of  the  claim  of  Charles  Dehault 
Delassus  for  thirty  thousand  arpents,  said  interest  com|irehending  one-third  of  the  whole  claim.*  Said 
witness  Loduc  being  further  cxannned  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  says  that  he  was  alisent  from  St. 
Louis  for  si.x  or  seven  months  prior  to  the  month  of  l>eceml)er,  iSOO,  and  that  on  his  return  he  first  heard 
of  the  treaty  of  concession  to  the  United  States. 

Missouri  District,  :<<■(: 

I,  Joseph  Gamble,  clerk  of  tlie  United  States  court  fir  the  ^[issouri  district,  under  an  act  of  Congress 
entitled  "An  act  enabling  tlie  claimants  to  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Missouri  and  Territory 
of  Arkansas  to  institute  proceedings  to  try  the  validity  of  their  claims,"  do  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a 
true  copy  of  the  testimony  of  Mary  P.  Ijoduc  on  the  trial  of  the  cause  vf  the  heirs  of  Mackey  Wherry  l".<. 
the  L'nited  States,  as  the  same  remains  of  record  in  my  office. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  private  seal,  there  being  no  puldic  seal  provided,  at  St.  Li.iuis,  the  20th  day 
(if  February,  1830. 

JOSEPH  GAMBLE,  Clerk: 


21sT  Coxi^REss.]  No.    875.  [2n  Sks 

APPLICATION  OF  ILLINOIS  FOR  THE  EXTENSION   OF   TIIE    PKE-EMPTION    LAW  IN   THAT 

STATE. 

COMMCNICATKD  To  TIIK  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  JANUARY    10,    I80I. 

To  the  Congress  of  /lie  Untied  Slate.-:  of  Ameriea  : 

The  memorial  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois  respectfully  represents:  That  but  a 
small  number  of  the  citizens  of  Illinois  who  settled  on  land  claimed  by  the  United  States  within  this 
State  prior  to  May  29,  1830,  and  wdio  occupied  and  cultivated  the  same  in  the  year  1829,  have  been  able 
to  avail  themselves  of  any  benefit  under  the  provisions  of  an  act  passed  on  tho  29th  May,  1830,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on  public  lands,''  because  the  plats  and  surve.ys  of  most 
of  the  land  lying  in  the  State,  not  heretofore  offered  for  sale,  have  not  heen  filed  in  any  land  office  in  the 
State,  and  because  by  the  construction  given  to  the  act  of  Congress  citizens  residing  in  those  districts 
of  the  country  wherein  the  land  had  not  been  ofl'ered  for  sale  previous  to  the  passage  of  the  law  are 
required  to  avail  themselves  of  its  provisions  previous  to  the  day  appointed  for  the  commencement  of  the 
sale  of  lands  in  the  district,  including  those  on  which  the  right  of  pre-emption  is  claimed,  and  not  per- 
mitted to  claim  their  right,  Iniwever  just,  after  that  day.  And  those  residing  on  lands  which  had  not 
been  iiffered  foi-  sale  previous  to  the  passage  of  the  law  cannot  avail  themselves  of  its  provisions  for  the 

"  As  a  rowiinl  for  tin'  ftiitlifiit  disclur^f  of  liis  otiicc  a.s  private  sucrctiry. 
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want  of  the  plats  and  surveys.  It  is  confidently  believed  that  Congress  intended  by  the  passage  of  the 
law  referred  to  to  confer  some  benefit  upon  a  numerous  and  respectable  class  of  citizens  of  Illinois,  yet 
it  will  be  seen  by  the  foregoing-  statement  of  facts  that  the  beneficent  designs  of  the  government  have 
been  defeated  without  the  fault  of  tiiosc  citizens.  It  is  confidently  believed  that  there  are  at  least  one 
thousand  persons  residing  in  the  State  intended  to  have  been  benefited  by  the  provisions  of  the  law, 
and  who  are  as  much  entitled  thereto  as  any  other  citizens,  who  cannot  avail  themselves  thereof  because 
the  plats  and  surveys  of  the  lands  on  which  they  reside  have  not  been  filed,  and  it  is  feared  that  those 
plats  and  surveys  will  not  be  filed  before  the  law  will  expire.  It  is  tlierefore  respectfully  recommended 
to  your  honorable  body  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  May  20,  1830,  to  every  settler  on  lands 
claimed  by  the  government  prior  to  the  1st  of  January,  1831,  who  cultivated  the  same  in  the  year  1830, 
and  continue  the  law  in  force  for  twelve  montlis  longer,  to  the  end  that  all  who  are  or  may  be  entitled  to 
the  benefits  of  the  law  may  have  an  opportunity  of  availing  themselves  of  the  provisions  thereof  after 
the  plats  and  surveys  of  the  lands  on  which  they  reside  may  be  filed  in  the  proper  office.  All  which  is 
respectfuUj'  submitted. 

AVM.  LEE  D.  Y.'Wl'Sa,  Speaker  of  the  Houae  of  Bepresentaiives. 

ZADOK  CASEY,  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 
December  23,  1830. 

December  27,  1830. 
The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  (jriginal  on  file  in  i\\o.  office  ol'  the  secretary  of  state. 

A.  P.  YmiJ),  Secretary  if  State. 
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UN    C  L  A  1 M    TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COMMrXIC.iTED    Til    THE    H(JCSE    OF     UEPRESEXT.WIVES    J.VXC.\RY    12,     1831. 

Mr.  Sterigere,  i'rom  the  Cummittee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  heirs 
ai]d  legal  representatives  of  Theophilus  Collins,  deceased,  reported  : 

The  petitioners  state  that  said  Theophilus  Collins,  deceased,  in  ITOT,  petitioned  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment fcjr  a  grant  of  tAventy  arpents  in  front,  and  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  on  the  Bayou  Rapid, 
and  was  recommended  by  the  Spanish  commandant,  which  petition  was  never  ]ireseiited  to  the  board  of 
land  commissioners,  Imt  casually  discovered  lately.  They  also  state  they  have  discovered  another  paper, 
or  title  to  land,  (not  presented  to  the  board  of  land  commissioners,)  viz  :  A  petition  and  order  of  survey 
to  their  maternal  grandfather,  John  Leonard,  dated  April  14,  1778,  of  twenty  arjients  in  front  and  forty 
deep.  Eacli  of  these  claiuis  is  for  800  arpents — together,  1,600  arpents.  They  call  on  the  justice,  gene- 
rosity, and  magnanimity  of  Congress  to  confirm  the  above-mentioned  claims. 

The  petitioners  pretend  to  account  for  not  bringing  their  claims  before  the  board  of  commissioners  for 
examination,  by  stating  that,  at  the  time  the  board  sat,  they  were  in  an  orphanage  state,  and  unable  to 
attend  to  their  claims  and  rights.  That  their  guardians  were  faithless  to  their  trusts,  and  grossly  ne- 
glected their  interests,  otherwise  their  claims  would  have  been  allowed,  and  in  this  manner  attempt  to  make 
out  an  equitable  claim.  Now,  this  statement  seems  entirely  gratuitous.  It  is  not  sustained  by  facts,  but 
directly  contradicted  by  the  records  of  the  land  office.  It  appears  that,  at  the  very  tiniQ  they  say  their 
interests  and  rights  were  grossly  neglected,  five  claims  were  presented  to  the  board  of  commissioners  in 
favor  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Theophilus  Collins — three  of  which  were  confirmed  to  them 
in  July,  1811,  and  the  other  two  embraced  in  the  report  of  the  same  commission  of  April  6,  1815,  and 
confirmed  in  part,  viz  :  to  the  extent  the  law  allowed — they  being  each  for  a  larger  quantity  than  could 
be  confirmed  under  the  act  of  Congress. 

The  claim  under  John  Leonard  seems  also  to  have  received  proper  attention,  for  it  appears  that  the 
commissioners  confirmed  four  other  claims  in  Opclousas  to  the  legal  representatives  of  John  Leonard. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  these  claims  were  not  brought  forward  for  the  reason  assigned,  but  because 
they  were  of  no  avail  to  the  holders. 

The  petitioners  have  no  shadow  of  legal  claim  to  the  tracts  of  land  they  ask  to  be  confirmed.  In  the  first- 
mentioned  case,  viz  :  that  of  Theophilus  Collins,  deceased,  the  only  document  is  his  petition.  There  is 
not  the  least  evidence  that  the  petition  was  ever  presented  to  the  governor,  much  less  that  the  land  was 
ever  granted.  The  fact  of  its  being  found  in  the  possession  of  Collins  at  his  death  is  proof  conclusive, 
for,  it  it  had  been  presented,  this  paper  would  have  been  in  the  possession  of  the  governor.  It  is  absurd 
to  talk  aliout  an  intention  io  ask  a  petition  for  laud,  even  if  that  were  proven,  as  giving  any  legal  or 
equitable  claim  to  the  land. 

In  the  second  case — that  of  John  Leonard,  deceased — this  petition,  and  the  direction  of  Galvez  to  the 
commandant  to  put  the  petitioner  into  possession,  are  the  only  documents  produced  ;  but  it  does  not  appear 
he  was  ever  placed  in  possession,  or  that  he  took  any  subsequent  steps  to  procure  a  title.  This  is  not 
even  alleged.  The  remarks  in  tlie  above  case  apply"equally  to  this.  With  regard  to  both,  it  should  b^e 
remarked  that  there  is  in  the  General  Land  Office  "  an  abstract  of  all  the  concessions  and  patented 
grants  of  land  appertaining  to  the  western  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  recorded  in  the  register 
kept  by  the  French  and  Spanish  governments  for  the  province  of  Louisiana,  from  July  14,  1757,  to  June 
30,  1303  ;"  but  neither  of  the  above-mentioned  claims  are  to  be  found  in  that  abstract,  which  seems  to  the 
committee  a  conclusive  fact  against  the  said  claims. 

Supposing  these  papers  genuine,  and  the  facts  as  stated  respecting  the  claims  to  be  true,  the  peti- 
tioners have  no  claim  under  any  principle  of  law,  usage,  or  equity.  Tlie  committee  offer  the  following 
resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


1831.J       ■  EST  A  1?  L  I  S  II  M  E  X  T    O  V    A    I.  A  X  D    ()  F  F  ICE.  251 
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APPIJCATIOX  OF  ALARA>[A  FOR  FUKTIIEn   RELIEF  TO  I'ri;niIASK];S  OF  AXI)  SETTLERS 

OX  furlk;  i,Axns  ix  that  state. 

<iiMMIN'IC.\TEn  Til  THE  SEN.ITE  .I.V\lAi;V   IS,    IS;)!. 

To  till'  honorable  tite  iSenate  and  llout^e  n/'  Jirjnrf:entatia->:  of  I  he  Unitrd  S/n/c-i  in  ('on(/ri-^:<  (/.-.mvoW,,/; 

Your  luemipi-ialists  re.-^pecttully  represt-ut:  That  among-  tlio  settlers  in  the  State  el'  .Uabainu  were  a 
large  class  of  citizens  who  purchased  lands  of  the  United  States  at  the  |)ulilic  sales  in  the  years  1818 
and  1819  at  the  e.xtravag-ant  prices  at  which  tliey  thi'u  were  selling,  and  settled  upon  and  have"  continued 
to  cultivate  a  portion  of  theui  ever  since.  Shortly  after  those  sales  took  place,  cotton,  the  staple  com- 
modity of  the  country,  fell  greatly  in  value,  which  produced  a  corresponding  depreciation  in  the  value  of 
land.  So  great  was  the  distress  produced  by  this  state  of  things  that  (Nuigress,  at  its  session  of  1820 
passed  a  law  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  public  lands,  giving  them  the  right  to  reliniiuish  a  part  and 
apply  the  payments  made  thereon  to  other  ]iarts  retained,  and  to  p.iy  the  residue  of  tlie  debt  due  the 
government  at  a  discount  of  tliirtj'-seven  and  a  half  jier  cent.,  or  to  take  a  further  credit  of  si.x  or  eio-ht 
years  (without  interest)  according  to  the  instalments  paid.  The  class  of  |uircliasers  to  whom  vour 
memorialists  allude,  believing  that  the  terms  then  proposed  were  tlie  best  that  ever  would  be  offered  by 
the  government,  and  being  desirous  of  securing  their  homes,  adopted  the  second  alternative  and  itai'd 
the  whole  price  of  the  land  they  retained,  by  relinquishment,  or  in  money  at  the  discount.  Since  that 
period,  Congress  has  continued  to  extend  the  time  of  iiayment  to  those  who  took  further  credit,  until  tlie 
last  session  of  Congress,  when  a  law  ]iassed  giving  to  those  who  had  paid  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
an  acre  on  their  lands  a  patent  without  further  payment,  which  embraced  all  lands  the  original  price  of 
which  was  fourteen  dollars  and  upwards  an  acre,  and  for  all  lands  below  that  price  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents,  or  less,  in  addition  to  the  sum  already  paid.  Other  classes  of  purchasers,  who  had 
paid  one-twentieth  or  one-fourth  of  the  purchase  money,  and  suffered  the  laud  purchased  to  revert  to  the 
United  States,  have  also  been  relieved  bj'  a  law  of  Congress  authorizing  scrip  to  issue  for  the  amount 
paid  by  them  and  forfeited  to  the  government.  Thus,  as  it  is  shown  to  your  honorable  body,  this  class 
of  purchasers  of  land  in  this  State  are  left  wholly  without  relief.  Xothing  is  more  common  than  to  see 
two  settlers  in  the  same  neighborhood  occupying  lands  of  equal  value,  and  which  cost  the  same  price  at 
the  sale,  one  of  whom  has  paid  the  government  twenty  d(jllars  per  acre  and  the  other  only  five,  and  so 
in  proportion  to  the  various  prices  at  which  the  land  sold.  It  is  the  duty  of  all  good  goveVnments,  and 
particularity  of  ours,  which  is  based  upon  the  just  principles  of  equal  rights  and  equal  privilc-os,  io  hold 
out  evcrj'  incentive  to  good  faith  and  punctuality  among  its  citizens;  but  in  the  case  before  us  punctualitj- 
and  good  faith,  instead  of  being  rewarded  as  a  virtue,  has,  by  the  operations  of  these  laws,  actually  been 
punished  as  a  vice.  Your  memorialists  cannot  believe  that  this  discrepancy  in  j'our  laws  and  o-reat 
injustice  in  their  operation  could  have  been  intended  by  Congress,  but  that  it  is  the  result  of  accidental 
circumstances  and  from  inadvertence.  A  view  of  all  the  laws  to  which  we  have  referred  will  show  that 
the  statements  made  are  incontrovertibly  true.  Your  memorialists  therefore  pray  that  a  law  may  be 
passed  placing  this  class  of  purchasers  upon  an  equal  footing  with  others  who  have  received  such  ample 
and  generous  relief;  and,  that  the  treasury  may  not  be  burdened  by  having  to  refund  this  money,  your 
memorialists  will  be  satisfied  for  this  class  of  purchasers  to  be  put  upon  the  same  footing  with  those 
who  permitted  the  lands  they  had  purchased  to  revert  to  the  government,  by  granting  them  scrip 
receivable  in  payment  for  other  lands  which  maj'  hereafter  lie  sold  by  the  government.  And  j'our 
memorialists  would  further  represent  to  your  honorable  body  that  much  of  the  public  lands  of  this  State, 
on  which  individuals  are  settled,  have  once  been  surveyed,  but  no  return  of  which  has  been  made  to  the 
land  office;  that  by  the  construction  given  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  29th  of  May  last,  granting  pre- 
emption rights  to  settlers  on  public  lands,  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Cieneral  Laud  Office,  the  above 
class  of  citizens  are  deprived  of  the  benefits  contemplated  by  said  act,  and  which  j'our  memorialists  are 
constrained  to  believe  was  intended  to  extend  equally  to  them.  To  remedy  this  evil,  your  memorialists 
would  respectfulh'  request  your  honorable  body  to  pass  a  law  extending  the  benefits  above  asked  for; 
and,  as  in  duty  bound,  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

Resolved,  That  our  senators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  our  representatives  requested,  to  use  their 
utmost  endeavors  to  carry  into  efiect  the  measures  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  memorial,  and  that  the 
governor  be  requested  to  furnish  our  delegation  in  Congress  with  copies  of  the  same. 

JAMES  PEXX,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Bepresenlalives. 

SAMUEL  B.  MOORE,  President  of  the  Senate. 


Approved  December  31,  1830. 


GABRIEL   MOORE. 


21sT  Congress. J  No.    878.  _[2d  Session. 

APPLICATION    OF    INDIANA    FOR    THE    ESTABLISHMENT    OF    A    LAND    OFFICE    IN    THE 

NORTHERN    PART    OF    THAT    STATE. 

COMMUXIC.ITED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OP    REPRESEXTATIVES    .T.iXU.iRY    24,    1831. 

A  JOINT  resolution'  of  the  general  afssembl.y  of  the  State  of  Indiana  on  the  subjert  of  a  land  office  to  he  established  in 

the  northern  part  of  said  State. 

Whereas  many  citizens  in  the  northern  part  of  this  State,  and  emigrants  thereto,  labor  under  many 
and  great  disadvantages  for  want  of  a  land  office  iu  their  neighborhood;  and  whereas  there  is  a  part  of 
the  lands  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State  which  are  believed  not  to  be  attached  to  or  included  within 
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any  land  di.strict,  whereby  tlie  first  settlers  of  said  district  have  been  deprived  nf  tlio  benefit  of  the  law 
of  "('iin2,-ress  g-raiitiiig  pre-emption  rig-lits  to  actual  settlers  of  unsold  lands:     Therefore — 

Resolvfiriii/  Ihc  qencral  as^embli/  of  the  Slate  of  Indiana.  That  our  senators  in  Congress  be  instructed, 
and  our  representatives  be  retpu.'sted,  to  use  all  reasonable  exertions  to  procure  the  establishment  of  a 
land  oDice  at  the  county  seat  of  St.  Joseph  county,  at  or  near  the  south  bend  of  tiic  St.  Joseph  river  of 
Lake  Michi"-an,  or  at   such  other  point  in  the  iKjrthern   jiart  of  tliis  State  as  to  Cong-rcss  shall  seem 

reasonable. 

And  he  it  further  ri'goh-ed,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the 
forcoin"-  preamble  and  resolution  to  eacii  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress. 

^      "  ISAAC  HOWK,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

MILTON  STAPP,  President  of  the  Senate. 


Approved  Decemlier  2'.t,  18H(). 


J.  BROWN  RAY. 


21sT  CoxfiiiEss.J  -No.   879.  [2d   Session. 

APPLICATION   OF  INDIANA    FOR   GRANTS  OF  LAND   TO    ESTABLISH  ASYLUMS  FOR  THE 
DE.\F  AND  DUMB,  LUN.\TICS,  AND  OTHER  OBJECTS  OF  CHARITY  IN  THAT  STATE. 

COMMrXICATKIl  TO  THE  HOl'SK  OK  REl'RESENTATIVES  JAXUARV  24,  1831. 
MEMORIAL  to  tlie  Contjress  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  asyhims,  imd  for  lands  to  construct  them. 

The  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  as  your  memorialists,  desires  to  lay  before  your  honorable 
body  her  views  in  regard  to  a  sulijoct  not  less  addressed  to  the  interest  and  humanity  of  all  the  States  in  the 
confederacy  as  a  common  benefaction  than  emphatically  regarded  by  the  constitution  of  this  State  as  speci- 
fically demanding  the  interposition  of  lier  legislature.  Though  Indiana  is  bound  by  her  charter  to  provide 
farms  for  asylums  for  the  poor,  intirm,  and  unfortunate  within  the  pales  of  her  jurisdiction,  she  would, 
idlhoid  such  injunction,  rejoice  at  every  successful  eflbrt,  at  home  or  abroad,  tending  to  alleviate  the 
distresses  of  this  class  of  mankind.  Under  these  convictions,  she  would  respectfully  submit  to  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  her  requests  that  an  act  may  be  passed  granting  one  section  of  land  for  each  county 
in  the  State,  to  bo  selected  by  her,  which,  or  its  proceeds,  shall  bo  applied  to  erect  asylums  and  provide 
farms,  to  receive  and  support  all  persons  found  to  be  objects  of  charit}';  and  also  granting  two  sections, 
to  be  located  in  like  manner,  to  be  applied  to  the  benefit  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  within  her  entire  boundaries; 
and  also  granting  one  section,  in  like  manner,  to  erect  and  sustain  a  State  lunatic  asyhim. 

In  making  this  appeal,  the  State  of  Indiana  repudiates  the  idea  of  selfishness,  and  wishes  to  be  under- 
stood as  deserving  only  to  take  upon  herself  the  responsibility  of  an  agent  empowered  to  minister  conso- 
lation to  all  whom  casualty  or  misadventure  may  render  dependent  on  benevolent  protection.  This  general 
assembly  wishes  not  to  stop  at  the  limits  of  the  request  now  made,  but  to  express  a  hope  that  all  the 
western  States,  having  unsold  lands  within  their  jurisdiction,  may  apply  for  and  succeed  in  obtaining 
similar  grants  to  those  applied  for  in  this  memorial.  When  this  shall  take  place,  the  humane  institutions 
they  will  foster  may  be  considered  as  much  the  common  property  of  the  whole  Union,  and  must  be  so  in 
eflect,  as  when  they  formed  a  part  of  the  yet  claimed  general  domain.  The  annual  discharges  of  population 
from  the  old  States  to  those  recently  formed  must,  in  the  nature  of  things,  furnish  many  objects  calling  for 
the  exertion  of  the  trust  estate  confided  to  our  own  case  in  such  a  manner  as  to  display  a  union  of  philan- 
thropy. Indeed,  when  it  is  considered  that  the  unacclimated  are  necessarily  more  exposed  to  casualties 
of  every  description  and  more  liable  to  fall  victims  to  the  assaults  of  the  seasons  than  the  native  or  old 
settler,  the  request  herein  made  may  justly  be  viewed  as  tending  only  to  induce  a  provision  for  ameliorating 
the  condition  of  the  distressed  of  the  whole  American  family  whose  necessities  require  aid. 

It  is  conclusive  that  the  amount  of  lands  asked  for  by  the  memorial  cannot  be  more  appropriately 
applied  than  to  the  objects  referred  to,  and  all  the  sympathies  of  our  nature  advocate  the  gift. 

Resolved,  That  our  senators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  our  representatives  requested,  to  obtain  the 
objects  of  this  memorial. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  forward  copies  of  the  same  to  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives. 

ISAAC  HOWK,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
MILTON  STAPP,  FresideM  of  the  Senate. 


Approved  December  31,  1830. 


J.  BROWN  RAY. 


21sT  Congress.]  No.   880.  [2d  Sessioi^. 

APPLICATION  OF  MISSISSIPPI  FOR  AN  AMENDMENT  TO   THE  PRE-EMPTION  LAWS. 

COM.MUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    JANUARY    24,    1831. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  memorial  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  respectfully  represents:  That  it 
seems  irom  the  provisions  of  an  act  which  passed  your  honorable  body  on  the  29th  day  of  May,  1829, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  grant  pre-emption  rights  to  the  settlers  on  the  public  lands,"  that  it  was  the  liianifest 
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intention  of  C'ong'i'fss  to  providu  liberal  and  linniano,  lint,  at  tlic  same  time,  nio.st  just  rclirf  to  the 
nicritorions  and  industrions  citixcns  of  onr  fountry,  wliosi'  i-ntcrprisc  and  advcntnrc,  in  i-xplnrin--  the 
pnblic  domains  of  tlio  Union  had  led  tiiem  as  pioneer.s  into  the  nnsettled  wilds  of  onr  vacant  I'ountiy, 
whereby  the  valne  of  the  pnblic  domain  was  not  only  developed,  but  f^reatly  a|ipreeiatcd;  yet  the  present 
general  assembly  are  satisfied  that  the  jihraseoloii'y  of  said  act  does  not  pr(jvi(le  ample  relief  for  all  the 
cases  cominj;-  within  the  spirit  of  the  ridicf  intended,  bnt  that  many  eases  of  the  nieritorions  character 
intended  to  be  provided  lor  by  saiil  act,  nntler  the  construction  j;-iven  to  said  act  by  the  ollicers  of  tin; 
g-cneral  government,  have  been  ex(dnded  from  the  benelicial  ojierations  of  the  same. 

Your  memorialists  would  further  beg-  leave  to  present  for  the  consideration  of  your  honorable  Itoily 
the  following  cases  as  being  fully  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  aforementioned  act,  and  which,  by  the 
officers  of  the  land  office  in  this  Slate,  have  been  declared  not  to  be  embraceil  or  included  in  thi^  provisions 
of  the  same,  namely,  where  more  tliaii  two  persons  have  settled  on  the  same  (juarter  section  of  land,  the 
said  act  be  so  amended  as  to  entitle  not  only  the  fust  two  actual  settlers  to  the  ])rovisionK  of  the  said  act, 
but  that  the  third  or  fourth,  or  both,  bo  allowed  to  locate  a  quarter  section  somewhere  else  in  the  sanu! 
land  district,  on  some  unimproved  and  unappropriated  land;  and  also  that  the  aforesaid  act  be  furtlier 
amended,  so  as  not  to  require  the  surveying  of  the  land  as  a  prior  condition  to  proof  of  iire-emption  riglit, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  act. 

Your  memorialists  would  respectfulh- represent  to  your  honorable  'liody  that  the  provisi<ins  of  the 
said  act,  according  to  its  prevailing  construction,  exclude  many  persons  who,  it  is  bcdieved  by  vour 
memorialists,  were  intended  by  Congress  to  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  tlie  same;  and  that  an  amendment 
by  your  honorable  body,  cmliracing  the  cases  above  enumerated,  and  also  to  make  some  provision  whereby 
the  heirs  or  representatives  of  such  persons  as  resided  on  and  cultivated  public  domain  in  the  year  1S2'.), 
but  who  died  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  law  of  last  session  of  Congress,  maj-  obtain  the  benetits  intended 
by  said  law,  would  be  the  means  of  affording  to  many  poor  and  industrious  persons  a  home  for  themselves 
and  families.  The  premises  considered,  your  memorialists  pray  your  honorable  body  to  pass  a  law 
amending-  the  aforesaid  act,  so  as  to  provide  for  the  cases  abu^c  enumerated;  and  your  nienioriulists,  as 
in  duty  bound,  will  ever  praj-. 

Be  it  reiioliTd  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representalieeg  of  the  Slate  of  MUsissi/q^i  in  general  assemblij 
convened,  That  our  senators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  our  representative  requested,  to  use  their  best 
exertions  ti.i  procure  the  passag'e  of  an  act  of  Congress  pu-oviding  for  the  t-vils  enumerated  in  the  above 
memorial. 

And  be  i(  further  resolved,  That  the  governor  of  this  State  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  required  to  transmit  a 
copj'  of  the  foregoing  memorial  and  resolution  to  each  of  our  senators  and  representative  in  Congress. 

M.  F.  DE  GRAFFEXRIED,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represenlaiives. 
X    M.  vSCOTT,  Lieutenant  Governor  and  President  <f  the  Senate. 

Approved  December  16,  1830. 

GERARD  C.  BRANDON. 


21ST  CON-GRESS.]  No.     881.  [2d 


RELATIVE  TO  LOCATIONS  OF  GRANTS  OF  LAND  TO  INDIANA  FOR  A  ROAD  FROM  LAKE 

MICHIGAN  TO  THE  OHIO  RIVER. 

COMMrXICATED    TO    THE    SEX.WE    J.^XU.\RV    'Ih,     1831. 

TRE.isURY  Dep.\rtmext,  General  Land  Office,  January  2-2,  1831. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  f  nited  .States  bearing  date  the  14th  instant,  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit:  "Eesolved,  That  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  be  directed  to  commu- 
nicate to  the  Senate  copies  of  all  the  proceedings  on  file  in  his  (.iffice  relative  to  the  location  of  lands  in  Indiana 
by  the  comniissioners  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Indiana  and  the  commissioner  or  agent  appointed 
by  the  authority  of  the  United  States  under  the  act  entitled  'An  act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Indiana  to  locate 
and  make  a  road  therein  named;'  also  copies  of  all  letters  addressed  to  him  relating  to  the  subject  of  the 
location  of  the  land  in  question,  together  with  the  decision  of  the  late  Acting  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  on  the  subject,"  I  herewith  transmit  copies  of  all  the  proceedings  on  file  in  this  office  relative 
to  the  location  of  the  lands  alluded  to,  with  copies  of  all  letters  addressed  to  this  office  on  the  subject  of 
the  location  of  the  land  in  question,  together  with  the  decision  of  the  late  Acting  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Laud  Office  on  the  subject,  as  required  by  the  resolution.  Papers  marked  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  Ct, 
H,  and  I. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  consideration,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ELIJAH  HAYWARD. 

Hon.  John-  C.  CALHorx,  Pi-esident  of  the  United  States  Senate. 
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A. 

LooANsi'oRT,  Indiana,  Scplemher  14,  1830. 
Dear  Sir:  We  .send  enclosed  herewith  a  memoraiidum  of  the  lands  we  have  selected  for  the  use  of  the 
Michigan  road. 

Very  respoctfullv,  ^c, 

WILLIAM  POLK, 
SAMUEL  HANNAH, 
ABRAM  McCLELLAN, 
Commissioners  of  the  Michigan  Road. 
The  CiiMMissiDXKU  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office. 

The  undersigned  commissioners,  appointed  by  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana 
approved  January  13,  1830,  which  act  was  jiassed  pursuant  tcj  the  provisions  of  a  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Pottawatomie  tribe  of  Indians  of  the  16th  of  October,  1826,  and  of  an  act  of  Con- 
gress passed  2d  of  March,  1827,  authorizing  the  general  asseniby  of  said  State  to  locate  and  make  a  road 
frorji  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Ohicj  river,  and  to  apply  the  strip  and  sections  of  land  by  the  aforesaid  treaty 
ceded  to  the  United  States  to  making  said  road,  have,  by  the  authority  vested  in  them  by  the  general 
assembly  of  said  State,  selected  the  following  sections  and  fractions  of  land  for  the  use  of  said  road: 

In  the  district  of  lands  oilcrcd  for  sale  at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  the  sections  and  fractional  sections 
numbered  as  follows,  viz: 

1st.  Sections  numbered  U,  17,  18,  li>,  20,  21,  22,  23,  26,  28,  29,  30,  and  36,  in  township  numbered 
38  north,  of  range  ntnnber  2  east,  of  the  second  principal  meridian  line. 

2d.  Sections  numbered  13,  14,  22,  24,  25,  26,  27;  the  northeast,  southeast,  and  northwest  quarters  of 
section  number  1;  and  the  north  half  of  section  number  36,  in  township  numbered  37  north,  of  range 
No.  2  east,  of  the  second  principal  meridian  line. 

3d.  Tlie  southwest,  northeast,  and  northwest  quarters  of  section  number  18;  and  sections  10,  11,  12, 
30,  and  31,  in  township  number  37  north,  of  range  number  3  east,  of  the  second  principal  meridian  line. 

4th.  The  northeast,  southeast,  and  southwest  quarters  of  section  number  10;  and  sections  number  3, 
0,  12,  13,  22,  24,  25,  26,  27,  28,  20,  30,  31,  32,  33,  34,  35,  and  36,  in  township  number  37  north,  of  range 
number  4  east,  of  the  second  principal  meridian  line. 

5th.  Sections  and  fractional  sections  number  1,  2,  3,  4,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  14,  15,  20,  21,  22,  23,  24,  26, 
27,  28,  29,  32,  33,  and  34,  in  townsliip  nuniber  28  north,  of  range  5  east,  of  the  second  principal  meridian  line. 

6th.  Fractional  sections  number  35  and  36,  in  township  imniber  29  north,  of  range  number  5  east,  of 
the  second  principal  meridian  line. 

7th.  Sections  numbered  5,  6,  7,  and  18,  in  township  number  28  north,  of  range  number  6  east,  of  the 
second  principal  meridian  line 

8th.  Sections  and  fractional  sections  numbered  10,  11,  12,  13,  14,  15,  19,  20,  21,  22,  23,  24,  26,  27,28, 
29,  30,  31,  32,  33,  and  34,  in  township  number  29  north,  of  range  number  6  east,  of  the  second  principal 
meridian  line. 

And  in  the  district  of  lands  oft'ered  for  sale  at  Crawfordsville,  Indiana,  the  sections  numbered  as 
follows,  viz: 

1st.  Sections  numbered  2,  3,  4,  10,  11,  20,  and  30,  in  township  number  37  north,  of  range  number  1 
west,  of  the  second  principal  meridian  line. 

2d.  Sections  numbered  14,  15,  21,  22;  the  north  half  of  section  number  23;  section  number  25;  the 
southeast  quarter  of  section  number  26;  section  number  28;  the  southeast,  southwest,  and  northwest 
quarters  of  section  number  34;  and  the  south  half  of  section  35,  in  township  number  38  north,  of  range 
number  1  west,  of  the  second  principal  meridian  line. 

3d.  Sections  numbered  15,  20,  22,  23,  24,  30,  and  31,  in  township  number  38  north,  of  range  number 
1  east,  of  the  second  principal  meridian  line. 

4tli.  Sections  numbered  5,  18,  29,  and  32,  in  township  number  37  north,  of  range  number  1  east,  of 
the  second  princiiml  meridian  line. 

5th.  Sections  numbered  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  10,  13,  17,  18;  the  south  half  of  section  number  19;  and  sections 
number  24,  25,  and  28,  in  township  number  37  north,  of  range  number  2  west,  of  the  second  principal 
meridian  line. 

6th.  Section  numbered  36,  in  township  number  38  north,  of  range  number  2  west,  of  the  second 
principal  meridian  line. 

7th.  Sections  numbered  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  13,  14;  and  the  west  half  of  section  number  24,  in  township 
number  37  north,  of  range  number  3  west,  of  the  second  principal  meridian  line. 

8th.  Sections  numbered  31,  32,  33,  34,  35,  and  36,  in  township  number  38  north,  of  range  number  4 
west,  of  the  second  principal  meridian  line. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  14tli  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1830. 

ABRAM  McCLELLAN, 
WILLIAM  POLK, 
SAMUEL  HANNAH, 
Commissioners  of  the  Jlfivhigan  Road. 

Agreeably  to  instructions  from  the  Department  of  War  of  the  United  States,  I  accompanied  the 
commissioners  of  the  State  of  Indiana  and  liilly  approve  the  selections  of  the  above  sections  of  land  for 
the  purpose  above  expressed. 

JOHN  TIPTON,  Indian  Agent. 
Seitember  14,  1830. 


B. 

Treasury  Department,  October  9,  1830. 
Sir:  Approving  the  view  taken  of  the  subject  of  the  selection  of  lands  for  the  use  of  the  Michigan 
road  in  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  I  return  the  papers  therewith  enclosed. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

S.  D.  INGHAM,  Secretary  of  the  T>-easury. 
The  Co.MMissio\ER  of  the  Oenerat  Idind  Office 
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General  TjANh  OKrirn,  Orlnlnr  5,  18^50. 

Sir:  I  have  llic  linnnr  to  ciu'lcisc  a  skotoli  oxliiliitiiij;'  the  several  Imliaii  cessimis  in  the  northern  [lart 
of  tlie  State  of  Imliana. 

Hy  the  first  artich.^  of  the  Tottawatomie  treaty  of  the  lOtli  Oetol.er,  Isiid,  (Land  Laws,  \>.  331,)  the 
tracts  eohired  blur  on  that  sketch  were  ceded  to  the  United  Stales. 

By  the  second  article  of  the  .same  treaty  the  Indians  "cede  to  (lie  riiited  States  a  stri)!  i.l'  lanil  com- 
mencing- at  Lake  Miehig-an  and  running  thenc(>  to  the  Wabash  river,  oik'  hundred  iVet  wide,  for  a  mad; 
and  also  one  section  of  g-ood  land  contiguous  to  the  said  road  for  each  mile  nf  tlir  same;  and  also  for 
each  mile  of  a  road  from  the  termination  thereof,  thrinigh  Indianapolis,  to  tin-  Ohio  ri\i'i-,  for  llie  [)ur|)os(> 
of  making-  a  road  aforesaid  from  Lake  Michigan,  by  the  way  nf  liidiana]polis,  to  some  convenient  ]ioint  on 
the  Ohio  river."  Hy  the  same  article  it  was  also  provided  that  the  general  assendily  of  Indiana  should 
have  the  right  to  locate  the  road,  apply  the  said  sections,  or  the  ])roce<'ils  thereof,  to  (he  making  ol'  the 
same  or  any  ]iart  thereof,  and  that  the  grant  should  heat  tlieir  sole  dis]iosal;  hnl  by  the  ratifa'aticju  of 
this  treaty  this  provision  was  rejected,  although  not  so  noted  in  the  Land  Laws. —  (Sec  A[ipendi.\  to  Laws 
of  United  States,  2d  session  19th  Congress,  p.  52.)  I!y  the  act  of  Congress  approved  on  the  2d  of  March, 
182T,  (Land  Laws,  p.  932,)  the  general  assemby  of  Indiana  were  authorized  to  locate  and  make  the  roa(i 
above  specified,  and  apply  the  strip  of  land  and  sections  ceded  for  that  iniriiose,  or  the  ]>rocecds  thereof, 
to  the  making  of  the  same,  and  the  grant  was  jilaced  at  their  sole  disi)osal. 

It  does  appear  to  this  office  that  the  second  article  was  intended  to  make  a  cession  of  lands  separate 
and  distinct  from  those  designated  in  the  first  article  of  the  same  treaty;  that  the  ipiantity  thus  ceded  is 
a  strip  of  one  hundred  feet  wide  for  the  length  tliat  the  road  may  run  througli  the  lands  belonging  to  the 
Indians,  and  one  section  of  land  for  each  nn'le  of  tlie  road  from  Lake  .Michigan,  through  Indianapolis,  to 
the  Ohio  river. 

Before  this  quantity  can  be  ascertained,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  road  must  be  actually  laid  out,  so 
as  to  ascertain  its  course  and  length,  and  the  number  of  sections  ceded  by  the  treaty  and  vested  in 
the  State  by  the  act  of  1827,  that  when  the  road  is  so  laid  out  the  section  of  land  for  each  mile  it  may 
run  through  the  Indian  country  must  be  located,  agreeablj'  to  the  words  of  the  treaty,  "  contiguous  to 
the  road,"  and  that  the  residue  of  the  lands  thus  ceded  must  be  taken  out  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the 
Indians,  and  not  out  of  the  lands  ceded  to  the  United  States  for  another  purpose,  by  tho  lirst  article  of 
that  treaty',  or  I13-  any  other  treaty. 

It  is  not  known  to  this  office  that  the  road  has  been  laid  out  and  surveyed,  and  the  subject  is  now 
brought  before  the  Secretary  for  his  decision  in  consequence  of  the  receipt  of  the  enclosed  connnunication 
from  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  State  of  Indiana  to  select  the  lands  granted  for  the  road.  I 
have  designated  on  the  sketch  by  shading  the  townships  in  which  they  propose  to  make  the  selections, 
by  which  it  will  be  perceived  that  they  do  not  lay  in  a  direct  line  from  the  lake  to  Indianapolis;  that 
part  of  the  selections  ave  in  the  tracts  ceded  by  the  1st  article  of  the  treaty,  and  that  the  residue  are 
embraced  by  the  Chicago  cession  of  1S21. 

The  list  has  not  been  critically  compared  with   the  plats  in  the  office,  but  it  is  knmvn  that  there  will 
be  objection  t(i  the  approval  of  some  of  the  selections,  in  addition  to  the  general  one,  which  is,  that  tfiey 
may  include  lands  liable  to  entry  under  the  pre-emption  law  of  the  29tli  of  May  last. 
With  great  respect, 


Hon.  S.  I).  I.NGHAM,  Stxrtianj  of  the  Trcasurtj. 


JOHN   M.  MOORE,  Avtincj  Commw.dona-. 


C. 

(te.veual  La-vd  Okfice,  Ortohi'r  11,  lS3t). 

Gexti.emen:  Your  letter  of  the  1-lth  ultimo,  covering  a  list  of  the  lands  selected  by  you  for  the  road 
between  Lake  Michigan  and  the  Ohio  river,  through  Indianapolis,  referred  to  in  the  second  article  of  the 
Pottawatomie  treaty  of  the  IGth  of  October,  1826,  and  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  2d  of  March.  1827,  was 
duly  received,  and  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury-  on  tin;  5th  instant,  by 
a  letter,  of  which  the  paper  marked  A,  herewith  enclosed,  is  a  copy;  and  you  will  jierceive  on  reference  to 
the  answer  of  the  Secretary,  dated  the  9th  instant,  of  which  the  paper  marked  B  is  a  copy,  that  he 
approves  of  the  views  of  this  office  upon  the  subject. 

From  these  papers  you  will  perceive  that  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  is  considered  as  making  a 
separate  and  distinct  cession  of  lands  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  n.iad;  that  llic  (piantity  thus  ceded 
is  equal  to  a  strip  of  one  hundred  feet  wide  for  the  length  of  the  road  through  the  Indian  country,  and 
one  section  of  land  for  every  mile  of  the  road,  as  aciualhj  laid  ouf,  between  the  lake  and  the  Ohio  river, 
through  Indianapolis;  that  the  selection  of  one  section  of  every  mile  through  the  Indian  country  must  be 
"contiguous  to  the  road;"  that  the  remainder  of  the  quantity  to  which  the  State  nuiy  be  entitled  must  be 
taken  out  ol  the  Iinlian  lands;  and  that  none  of  the  lands  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  first  article 
of  that  treatj',  or  by  any  other  treaty,  are  liable  to  bo  located  for  the  use  of  that  road.  The  selections, 
therefore,  cannot  be  approved;  and  the  land  officers  at  Fort  Wayne  and  Crawfordsville  have  been 
instructed  to  offer  the  tracts  at  the  public  sales  in  November  ne.\t. 
I  am,  very  resriectfuUy,  &c., 

JOHN  M.  MOORE,  Ading  Commi.-'sionn: 

William  Polk,  Samuel  Hannah,  and  Abrasi  McClellan,  Esns., 

Commissioners  cf  the  Michigan  Road,  Logansport,  Indiana. 


D. 

General  Land  Oifice,  Oftohn-  11,  1830. 
Genti.E-Mex;  The  road  conmiissioncrs  of  tlie  State  of  Indiana  having  forwarded  to  this  office  a  list  of 
certain  tracts  situate  within  the  townships  to  be  sold  at   yniir   nlfii-e   during  the  ne.\t  month,  which   they 
have  selected  for  the  Michigan  and  Ohio  road,  I  have   to  iidorm  you  that  it  has  been  decideil   that  the 
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lands  ceded  by  the  second  article  of  the  Pottawatomie  treaty  of  1826,  for  making-  that  road,  form  an 
entirely  separate  and  distinct  cession;  and  that  no  lands  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  first  article  of 
that  treaty,  or  by  any  other  treaty,  are  liable  to  be  entered  under  the  provisions  of  that  article,  or  of  the 
act  of  Congress  of  the  2d  of  March,  1827. — (Land  Laws,  p.  9.32.)  The  selections  are  therefore  rejected, 
and  you  are  advised  of  the  fact  in  order  that  you  may  not  withhold  them  from  the  public  sales  in  case 
the  commis.sioners  should  have  furnished  you  with  a  list  of  them  and  requested  their  suspension  from  the 
sales. 

I  am,  verj'  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  M.  ]\IOORE,  Acting  Commissioner. 
The  Registers  and  Receiveks  of  the  land  office  at  Fort  Waijne  and  Craufordsville,  Indiana. 


E. 

Inwax  Agenxv,  Eel  Itivei-,  November  8,  1830. 

Dear  Sir:  I  regret  that  I  am  compelled,  by  a  sense  of  my  duty  to  the  L'nited  States  and  to  the  Jndian.s 
for  M'hom  I  am  agent,  to  trouble  you  with  a  letter  at  this  time;  but  having  been  informed  that  the  land 
department  had  directed  the  land  officers  at  Fort  Waj'ne  and  Crawtordsville  to  sell  certain  sections  of 
land  that  were  selected  by  commissioners  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  under  the  provisions  of  a  treaty  with 
the  Pottawatomie  Indians  of  October  1(3,  1826,  and  of  an  act  of  Congress  of  1821,  to  be  applied  bj'  said 
State  to  the  construction  of  a  road  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Ohio  river,  and  have  directed  other  lands 
to  be  taken  out  of  that  still  owned  by  the  Indians,  I  feel  bound  to  state  to  you,  and  through  you  to  the 
President,  that  at  the  time  of  negotiating  this  treaty  these  Indians  did  not  understand  that  their  land, 
not  embraced  within  the  bounds  of  the  tract  then  ceded,  would  be  required  to  construct  this  road,  except 
where  the  r(.)ad  passed  through  the  country  retained  by  them,  and  tiiat  they  understood  the  sections  re- 
quired to  construct  the  road  through  the  ceded  land  would  be  taken  therefrom  precisely  in  the  manner  in 
which  the  commissioners  have  selected  it.  This  was  also  my  understanding  of  this  treaty  at  the  time  it 
was  made.  Should  the  United  States  cause  these  lands  to  be  sold,  and  the  State  of  Indiana  be  authorized 
to  take  the  best  lands  now  owned  by  these  Indians,  it  will  greatly  disappoint  and  distress  them.  A  large 
tract  of  country  was  purchased  from  these  same  Indians  in  September,  1828.  This  contemplated  road 
passes  through  this  purchase  also,  and  this  last-mentioned  purchase  greatly  diminishes  the  quantity  of 
land  still  belonging  to  the  Indians.  A  portion  of  this  last-mentioned  purchase  had  not  been  surveyed  by 
the  United  States,  and  the  State  commissidiers  have  surveyed  one  township,  and  have  selected  it.  This 
township  is  not  now  otlered  for  sale,  and  as  it  has  been  generally  understood  that  certain  sections  of  land 
witiiin  tiie  townshijis  new  offered  belong  to  the  State,  few,  if  any,  of  them  will  be  sold.  I  would  therefore 
earnestlj',  but  respcctfulh',  request  that  this  matter  be  examined,  and,  if  practicable,  that  the  State  slijuld 
retain  the  land  thus  selected,  and  not  be  driven  to  the  necessity  of  distressing  these  Indians,  many  of 
whom  would  now  consent  to  sell  tiiis  country  and  remove  west.  Two  or  at  most  four  years  may  find 
Indiana  clear  of  these  Pottawatomies,  provided  a  tender  course  is  pursued  towards  them.  I  can  therefore 
but  express  a  hope  that  this  will  be  done. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  great  respect,  &c., 

JOHN  TIPTON,  Indian  Agent. 

Hon.  E.  Havward,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 


F. 

To  Andreiv  Jackson^  President  cf  the  United  States: 

The  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  some  of  whom  are  undertakers  on  the  Michigan  road, 
would  respectfully  represent:  That  they  have  reason  to  fear  delay  and  great  injury  will  be  occasioned 
by  instructions  from  the  Acting  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  the  land  offices  at  Crawford.s- 
ville  and  Fort  Wayne,  dated  the  11th  of  October  last,  and  directing  those  officers  to  sell  certain  sections 
of  lands  lying  within  townships  now  ofl'ered  for  sale,  which  sections  have  been  selected  by  conuiiissioners 
of  the  State  of  Indiana,  to  be  applied  to  the  construction  of  a  road  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Ohio  river, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  a  treaty  between  commissioners  of  the  United  States  and  the  Pottawatomie 
Indians  of  October  16,  1826,  and  of  an  act  of  Congress  of  March  2,  1827. 

Your  memorialists  adnn't  that  the  treatj"  will  bear  the  construction  given  to  it  by  the  Acting  Commis- 
sioner, but  they  are  assured  that  these  Indians  did  not  so  understand  it  at  the  time  it  was  negotiated,  nor 
at  any  time  since  have  they  expected  that  land  would  be  taken  from  the  country  retained  by  tliem  to  con- 
struct a  road  beyond  their  boundary  line,  but  that  the  land  to  construct  the  road  through  the  ceded  lands 
would  be  taken  therefrom.  This  also  appears  to  be  the  construction  given  to  the  treaty  and  act  of  Con- 
gress by  the  State  commissioners  who  liave  made  these  selections.  These  Indians  sold  a  large  tract  of 
country  to  the  United  States  in  September,  1828,  which  greatly  diminishes  the  quantity  of  good  land  still 
retained  by  them,  and  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  most  or  all  of  the  land  owned  by  them  within  this 
State  could  now  be  purchased,  if  a  treaty  were  authorized  to  be  held  with  tiiem,  before  the  State  of  Indiana 
is  compelled  to  enter  upon  and  locate  their  choicest  lands  for  this  road,  which  would  greatly  distress  them, 
and  there  is  a  strong  probability  that  the  remaining  lands  would  cost  the  United  States  as  much  or  more 
after  as  before  the  selection  of  those  lands. 

We  understand  that  the  whole  number  of  sections  selected  witliin  the  tnwnships  now  oftercd  for  sale 
is  less  than  one  hundred;  and  we  have  heard  tiiat  at  the  Crawtordsville  sales  but  lew  of  those  sections 
were  sold;  and  we  have  reason  to  expect  a  similar  result  at  the  Fort  Wayne  sales. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  general  assembly  of  Indiana  an  act  was  passed  appointing  a  superintendent, 
who  was  authorized  to  sell  out  contracts  for  the  construction  of  this  road,  the  undertakers  to  receive  a 
certificate  of  the  amount  due  to  them  for  work  jierformed  on  tl.o  road.  These  certificates  or  scrip  are 
redeemable  after  these  lands  are  selected  and  sold  by  the  State;  and  as  the  selections  arc  now  made,  and 
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will  lie  reportoil  tn  the  Ii'L;'islatiiro  in  next  iii"nlli,  il'  I  lie  lam  Is  nic  smM  Iiy  llic  I'liiliMl  Slad'S,  ami  tln-sc  con- 
tractors C(irii|K'lli'il  to  wait  amillifi-  year  I'of  tlu'ir  ninufv,  the  (■iin,sc(|iu'nci.-s  tn  llicni  will  !■(■  iuImdus. 

Wc  tlierclbro  carnestiv  I'dnicst  that  tlio  abovo-nientiuncil  inst ructions  IVuni  the  uctint;;  (uiniuiissinnrr 
may  I)0  roscindcti,  so  far  as  respects  the  lands  reniaininj;'  misohl,  and  that  a  treaty-  would  he  autiiorizcd 
with  the  rottawatoniic  Indians  as  early  within  the  next  year  as  jiraet  it-able.  Should  this  course  lie 
adopted,  we  entertain  no  doulit  tliat  this  land   (|ucstion  will  lie  settled  advantag'eously  and  to  the  entire 


satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 


IIOKACE  P.ASSETT  mnl  loti  o//«')x 


G. 

Indhn.\poi.is,  Indmiin,  July  8,  1830. 

Sir:  Bcinn-  required  by  an  act  of  the  last  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana  "to  open  a  corres- 
pondence and  negotiation  with  the  proper  authorities  of  the  general  government,  and  ascertain  as  nearly 
as  possible  u-lien  and  how  the  lands  donated  by  treaty  and  an  act  of  Congress  to  the  State  of  Indiana  to 
open  a  road  are  to  be  survej'ed,  and  whether  the_y  are  to  be  surveyed  by  the  State  of  Indiana  or  the  general 
government,  and  to  urge  the  immediate  survey  of  the  same  by  the  general  government,  and  take  all  such 
other  steps  and  measures  necessary  to  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed  and  made  ready  for  market  on  or 
before  the  first  Monday  of  December,  1830,"  I  did,  in  obedience  to  said  laws,  address  you  a  letter  on  the 
10th  of  Februarv,  1830,  calling  j-our  attention  to  the  aforementioned  subject,  and  requesting  a  compliance 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  government  with  the  wishes  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Indiana 
relative  to  the  said  survey;  but,  after  waiting  with  impatience  for  several  months  for  a  reply,  I  am  con- 
strained to  inform  you  that  none  has  come  to  hand. 

Supposing  that  the  mail  may  have  miscarried  my  first  eoinmunication  on  its  waj'  to  Washington 
city,  I  have  deemed  it  most  proper  to  address  you  again. 

You  will  perceive  by  tlio  above  quotation  from  the  act  itself,  that  it  is  the  desire  of  the  State  of 
Indiana  that  the  lands  which  were  granted  by  the  treaty  of  1826,  by  the  Pottawatomie  tribe  of  Indians, 
to  make  a  road  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Ohio  river,  may  be  surveyed  by  the  authority  of  the  general 
government.  The  route  of  said  roa<l  has  been  established,  and  the  State  is  anxious  to  procure  a  survey 
of  the  said  lands  by  the  United  States  as  soon  as  ]iracticabie,  in  order  that  our  next  legislature  may  oflVr 
them  for  sale.  The  facility,  despatch,  and  accuracy  with  which  the  United  States  may  survey  these  lands 
lead  us  to  hope  that  the  State  will  be  relieved  from  the  burden  and  trouble  of  the  task.  A  board  of  com- 
missioners, whose  duty  it  is  to  proceed  immediately,  upon  the  notification  of  the  governor,  to  the  selection 
of  these  lands,  is  now  awaiting  the  determination  of  the  United  States  government  on  this  matter.  We 
are  now  the  more  solicitous  for  a  speedy  adjustment  of  the  subject  since  the  countrj'  is  already  offered  for 
sale  by  the  United  States,  out  of  which  selections  of  land  will  doubtless  be  made  to  a  great  extent  by  this 
State,  under  the  authority  of  said  treaty;  for  it  is  of  much  consequence  to  the  State  of  Indiana  that  the 
whole  of  the  aforesaid  lands  should  be  surveyed  and  selected  prior  to  the  United  States  sales  ordered  the 
ensuing  fall.  Should  the  country  which  is  now  offered  for  sale  be  actually  sold  before  our  treatj-  lands 
are  surveyed  and  selected,  it  may  occasion  much  difficulty  between  the  conflicting  claims  of  the  United 
States,  or  their  purchasers,  and  those  of  the  State  to  the  same  lands.  After  surveying  the  lands  in  ques- 
tion, if  the  United  States  government  wishes  to  have  any  agency  in  their  selection,  she  can  do  so  by 
forthwith  sending  a  commissioner  or  agent  to  act  in  concert  with  the  commissioners  of  Indiana  now  ready 
to  commence  operations;  but  for  the  want  of  the  decision  of  the  United  States  government,  whether  she 
will  send  a  surve3"or  to  survej'  the  said  lands,  or  whether  they  must  be  surveyed  by  the  State,  an  early 
reply  will  be  expected.  I  may  add  here,  as  a  r(}ason  for  the  solicitude  herein  expressed,  that  contracts 
will  be  made  in  a  few  days  for  improving  said  road,  upon  the  faith  that  the  lands  in  question  will  be 
surveyed  this  summer,  and  selected  and  ])repared  for  sale  by  the  first  Monday  of  December  next. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN  RAY. 

Hon.   SECRET.iRY    OK   W.\R. 


H. 

•♦  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  Kovembpr  1,  1830. 

Sir:  Circumstances  make  it  necessary  for  me  to  ask  you  to  inform  me  whether  or  not  you  received 
two  letters  from  me  any  time  within  the  past  year  relative  to  the  surveying  and  selection  of  lands  in  this 
State,  granted  by  treaty  to  make  a  road  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Ohio  river,  and  when  they  were 
received. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BROWN  RAY. 
Hon.  John  H.  E.\ton,  Secretary  of  War. 


I. 

House  of  Representatives,  December  28,  1830. 

Sir:  I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  j-ou  a  letter  from  a  highly  respectable  gentleman  of  Indiana.     The 
subject  of  which  it  treats  is  one  of  considerable  interest  to  many  of  the  citizens  of  Indiana,  and  more 
particularly  so  to  those  who  have  taken  contracts  on  the  Michigan  road. 
I  shall  be  much  pleased  to  have  your  views  on  this  subject. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

R.  BOON. 
Commissioner  of  the  Genera!  Land  Offiep. 

VOL.  VT 33  T. 
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Aurora,  December  11,  1830. 

Sir:  As  you  are  now  connected  with  the  administration  of  the  national  government,  I  take  the  liberty  to 
address  you  on  the  subject  of  the  Michig-an  road  lands.  Tiiis  is  a  subject  on  which  I  have  heretofore  taken 
much  interest,  and  should  much  regret  that  any  measure  should  be  adopted  that  would  impede  the  progress 
of  the  work  or  afi'ect  the  interest  of  the  contractors.  I  have  just  returned  from  the  Wabash  country,  and 
was  shown  the  directions  of  the  Treasury  Department  to  the  land  office  at  Crawfordsville.  It  appears  to 
me  that  the  decision  of  the  acting  land  commissioner  is  founded  in  an  error,  arising  from  a  supposition 
that  the  State  of  Indiana  claims  the  land  under  the  article  of  the  Indian  treaty  ceding  the  lands.  The 
State  claims  the  land  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  Congress,  and  not  by  that  treaty,  as  the  article  alluded  to  was 
rejected  by  the  Senate.  Congress  could  not  have  intended  to  donate  to  the  State  of  Indiana  lands  of 
which  the  government  had  not  the  title.  The  State  commissioners  selected  the  land  in  good  faith,  in  view 
of  the  act  of  Congress,  and  at  the  expense  of  the  State.  In  this  view  of  the  subject,  should  the  proper 
department  reverse  its  order  for  selling  the  selected  land,  all  difficulties  would  be  removed,  as  well  as 
all  cause  of  censure  or  complaint.  The  State  of  Indiana  and  the  road  contractors  would  be  reconciled. 
This  I  am  confident  could  work  no  injury  to  the  revenue.  The  government  undoubtedly  anticipate  a 
purchase  of  all  the  remaining  Indian  lands,  and  even  all  the  road  lands  to  be  taken  from  what  is  now 
recognized  as  Indian  lands;  the  balance,  I  apprehend,  would  cost  the  government  as  much  and  perhaps 
more  than  the  whole.  The  Indians  would  be  irritated  and  disappointed,  and  those  who  are  disposed  to 
prevent  the  views  of  the  government  with  respect  to  that  class  of  people  within  our  territories  from  being 
carried  into  effect  would  take  advantage  of  it. 

These  suggestions  are  not  made  with  any  unfriendly  feelings  towards  the  administration  or  either 
department,  but  from  a  wish  that  all  possible  diiEculties  might  be  avoided. 

I  have  lately  had  an  opportunity  to  learn  the  present  situation  of  the  Indians  in  this  State.  They  are 
now  prepared  to  sell  all  their  land,  and  remove  west.  I  sincerely  hope  the  favorable  moment  will  not  be 
lost.  I  have  written  my  views  on  the  subject  to  Colonel  Piper.  Whoever  wishes  well  to  the  State  of 
Indiana  and  the  Indians  will  aid  the  government  in  their  views  of  a  removal  of  that  degraded  people. 

Please  to  accept  this  as  written  in  the  spirit  of  friendship,  from,  dear  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORACE  BASSETT. 

Hon.  R.  Boon. 


21st  Congress.]  No.    882.  [2d   Session. 


APPLICATION    OF    INDIANA    FOR   FURTHER    RELIEF    TO    THE    PURCHASERS    OF    PUBLIC 

LANDS. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    JANUARY    25,     1831. 
A  JOINT  RESOLUTION  of  the  general  assembly  relative  to  the  purchasers  of  public  lands. 

Whereas  the  liberal  policy  of  the  general  government  extending  relief  to  purchasers  of  the  public 
lands  in  this  and  the  western  and  southwestern  States  has  met  with  the  approbation  of  the  several 
communities  interested  in  such  relief,  and  has  probably  been  attended  with  no  loss  to  the  national  treasurj': 

Believing  that  a  continuance  of  the  same  beneficent  indulgence  is  called  for  by  humanity  and  tender- 
ness towards  large  numbers  of  our  unfortunate  citizens:  Therefore — 

Resolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  That  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Con- 
gress be  requested  to  use  their  exertions  to  continue  for  years  longer  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  public  lands,  and  for  the  suppression  of  fraudulent  practices  at  the  sale 
of  public  lands  of  the  United  States,"  approved  March  31,  1830. 

Resolved,  further,  That  our  representatives  and  senators  endeavor  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law 
authorizing  every  person  indebted  to  the  general  government  for  the  purchase  of^and  under  the  credit 
system,  to  relinquish  such  part  of  his  purchase  as  will  enable  the  debtor  to  close  his  accounts  with  the 
United  States,  and  that  such  debtor  be  allowed  thirty-seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  discount  on  the  original 
purchase  money  for  the  land  retained,  and  be  allowed  a  full  credit  on  the  balance  due  for  the  amount  paid 
at  the  time  of  purchase. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  forthwith  to  cause  copies  of  the  preceding  resolution  to  be 
immediately  forwarded  to  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress. 

ISAAC  HOWK,  Speaker  of  the  Rouse  of  Representatives. 
MILTON  STAPP,  Freddent  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  December  31,  1830. 

J.  BROWN  RAY. 


1831.1  CLAIM   TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA.  25^ 


21sT  Congress.]  No     883.  ["^^  Skrsion. 

ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    L  0  U  I  .-^  I  A  N  A  . 

(•OM.MfNK'.\TKD    TO    TIIK    SEN.\TE    .lANT.Vin'    2t'i,     1831. 

Mr.  PoiN'DEXTER,  froiii  tlie  Committee  oii  Private  Laml  Claims,  to  wIkhh   were  referr;_'d   the  petition  and 

accompanyini;'  documents  of  Joseph  Vidal,  reportcil  : 

Tiie  petitioner  ehiims  three  tracts  of  hind,  situated  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  by  virtue  of  ordens  or 
warrants  of  survey,  bearing-  date  while  the  Spanisii  government  existed,  in  what  was  called  the  district 
of  Natchez — one  in  the  name  of  Marg-aretta  Thompson,  for  one  thousand  arpents  ;  one  in  the  name  (jf 
Jacintha  Gallag'her,  for  one  thousand  arpents  ;  and  one  in  the  name  of  Thomas  Thompson,  for  eight  hun- 
dred arpents.  Tlie  petitioner  states  that  at  the  time  the  board  of  commissioners  appointed  to  adjust  land 
titles  was  in  session  ho  and  his  family  were  in  Europe,  which  prevented  the  exiiibition  of  the  ]iroofs 
necessary  to  authorize  a  contirmation  of  his  claims;  wherefore  he  now  prays  the  passage  of  an  act  for 
that  purpose. 

It  appears,  from  a  certilied  copy  of  the  record  kept  by  the  board  of  conmiissioners,  that  on  the  26th 
day  of  March,  18(10,  Margaretta  Thompson  claimed  tme  thousand  arpents,  situated  on  tlie  waters  of  the 
Baj'ou  Pierre,  in  Claiborne  county,  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  patent  dated  the  2d  day  of  December,  1797, 
founded  on  a  warrant  or  order  of  survey  dated  the  15th  day  of  January,  1795. 

The  representatives  of  Jacintha  Vidal  claimed  one  thousand  arjients  on  the  same  waters,  b_y  virtue  of 
a  Spanish  patent  to  Jacintha  (Jallagher,  dated  tlie  2d  day  of  December,  1711",  founded  on  a  warrant  or 
order  of  survej'  dated  the  25tli  of  March,  1794. 

About  the  same  time  Tlnunas  Thompson  claimed  eight  hundred  arpents,  situated  on  the  same  waters, 
and  produced  in  support  of  his  claim  a  Spanish  patent  dated  the  2d  daj'  of  December,  1797,  founded  on  a 
warrant  or  order  of  survey  dated  the  —  day  of  March,  1795, 

The  board  disallowed  these  claims  for  the  want  of  sufficient  evidence  and  on  suspicion  of  their  being- 
antedated. 

Such  documents  are  on  tile  as  are  mentioned  in  minutes  from  the  record  of  the  board  of  commis- 
sioners. 

George  Overaker  swears  that  he  knew  Thomas  Thompson  in  the  district  of  Natchez  in  the  year  1793; 
knows  that  he  resided  there  until  the  year  1802  or  1803,  when  he  died  ;  does  not  doubt  he  was  a  resident 
thereon  the  27tli  day  of  October,  1795.  He  swears  the  same  in  regard  to  Jacintha  Gallagher,  except 
that  she  died  in  1801.  He  also  swears  that  he  knew  Margaretta  Gallagher,  and  believes  she  resided  in 
that  district  from  1795  until  1801. 

Lewis  Evans  swears  that  what  George  Overaker  has  stated  is  true,  except  tliat  Thomas  Thompson 
died  in  1804. 

John  Minor  swears  that  in  1790  or  1791  he  was  acquainted  with  Thomas  Thompson  and  Jacintha  and 
Margaretta  Gallagher  in  the  district  of  Natchez,  where  they  continued  to  live  until  about  the  year  1800. 

The  Hon.  T.  11.  Williams,  late  of  the  Senate,  who  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  commissioners,  states 
that  the  petitioner  was  in  Spain  at  the  time  the  board  was  in  session,  and  did  not,  it  is  believed,  return  to 
the  Mississippi  Territory  until  after  its  dissolution. 

Mr.  Williams  further  states  that  an  opinion  having  prevailed  that  the  Spanish  government  had  issued 
a  number  of  antedated  titles  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territcjry,  Congress  by  the  third  section  of  the 
act  passed  the  27th  of  March,  1804,  (see  L.  L.,  p.  259,)  authorized  the  commissioners  to  lay  the  claimants 
under  a  rule  to  produce  otiier  evidence  than  the  grant  itself  in  support  of  their  titles.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that,  by  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  (see  L.  L.,  p.  254,)  every  person  on  that  day  occupying  a 
tract  of  land  without  title  was  allowed  a  right  of  pre-emption.  These  squatters,  as  they  are  called,  fre- 
quently settled  on  lands  granted  by  the  Spanish  government,  and  must  of  course  feel  interested  in 
defeating  them.  Vidai's  claims  were  impeached,  and  it  is  probable  they  were  persons  settled  on  the  lands 
he  claimed.  The  commissioners  in  such  cases  laid  the  parties  under  a  rule  to  prove  the  time  the  surveys 
were  made.  If  they  refused  to  comply  with  this  order,  (and  most  of  them  did  refuse  or  neglect  to  do  so,) 
the  commissioners  w-ere  "not  satisfied"  that  the  grants  were  genuine. 

The  first  act  for  adjusting  titles  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory  was  passed  the  3d  of  March, 
1803,  (see  L.  L,,  p.  254')  The  first  section  was  intended  to  confirm  titles  to  lands  inhabited  and  cul- 
tivated on  the  27th  of  October,  1795,  and  for  which  the  claimant  held  British  or  Spanish  warrants  or 
orders  of  survey  bearing  date  prior  to  that  pieriod.  The  board  was  not  furnished  with  proof  of  habitation 
and  cultivation  on  that  day. 

By  the  fourth  section  of  an  act  passed  the  31st  of  March,  1808,  (see  L.  L.,  p.  264,)  the  registers  of 
the  land  offices  east  and  west  of  Pearl  river  were  re<]uired  to  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  all 
the  claims  of  certain  persons  to  lands  in  the  ilississippi  Territory,  founded  on  British  or  Spanish  warrants 
or  orders  of  survey  granted  prior  to  the  27th  of  November,  1795,  not  confirmed  by  former  laws.  The 
reports  made  in  pursuance  of  this  provision  were  laid  before  Congress;  and  on  the  30th  June,  1812,  an 
act  was  passed  (see  L.  L.,  p.  268)  confirming  to  every  person,  or  the  legal  representative  of  every  person, 
claiming  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory  by  virtue  of  a  British  or  Spanish  warrant  or  order  of  survey 
granted  prior  to  the  27th  of  October,  1795,  and  who  were  on  that  day  resident  in  that  district  of  country. 
By  this  act  proof  of  habitation  and  cultivation  of  the  land  claimed  is  not  deemed  indispensable;  and  no 
person,  whatever  might  have  been  the  extent  of  his  claim,  was  confirmed  in  his  title  to  a  greater  quantity 
of  land  than  640  acres. 

The  proof  that  the  persons  under  whom  the  petitioner  claims  were  residents  in  the  district  of  Natchez 
on  the  27th  day  of  November,  1795,  is  deemed  by  the  committee  satisfactory;  nor  have  they  reason  to 
doubt  the  genuineness  of  the  warrants  or  orders  of  survey. 

The  charge  of  antedating  appears  not  to  be  well  founded.  If  a  fraud  of  this  kind  had  been  attempted, 
it  is  a  little  extraordinary  that  an  earlier  day  had  not  been  assumed,  particularly  in  regard  to  the  patents. 
These  bear  date  subsequent  to  the  treaty,  tliough  about  the  time  the  surrender  of  the  country  took  place. 
It  is  not  contended  that  the  instruments  called  patents  possess  complete  validity;  yet  to  say  the  Spanisli 
officers  who  granted  them  were  actuated  by  criminal  motives  would  be  to  intimate  a  total  want  of  circum- 
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spection  on  their  part  It  wduJd  liavc  heon  just  as  easy  for  them  to  have  used  a  date  when  their  juris- 
diction could  not  be  ([uestioiicd  as  any  other. 

Joseph  Vidal  furni.shes  no  proof  of  his  having-  any  claim  to  the  lands  in  question.  It  has  been  stated 
he  was  the  husband  of  Jacintha  Vidal,  and  that  he  is  her  legal  representative. 

A  hill  is  herewith  rojiortcd  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  the  persons  in  whose  riglit 
the  petitioner  claims. 


2  1st  Congress.]  No.  884.  [2n  Session. 

APPLICATION  OF  ALABAMA  FOR  A  GRADUATION  OF  THE  PRICE  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS  AND 
FOR  FURTHER  RELIEF  TO  PURCHASERS  OF  AND  SETTLERS  THEREON. 

COMMUXIC.VrED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENT.iTIVES    JANUARY    2C,     1831. 

To  the  Jwnorahic  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Beprescntatives  of  the  United  Slates  of  America  in  Congress 

assembled : 

The  memorial  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Alabama  respectfullj'  showeth:  That  by  the 
operations  of  the  act  of  May  29,  1830,  entitled  an  act  to  grant  pre-emption  rights  to  the  settlers  on  public 
lands,  many  of  the  meritorious  citizens  who  had  settled  on  the  public  lands  in  this  State  have  been 
excluded  from  participating-  in  its  benefits.  By  the  second  section  of  this  act  onlj'  two  persons  who  had 
settled  on  the  same  quarter  section  of  land  are  entitled  to  the  right  of  pre-emption,  and  no  provision  made 
for  other  persons  who  may  have  settled  on  the  same.  A  number  of  cases  have  occurred  where  persons 
have  settled  on  public  lands  long  anterior  to  the  year  1829,  and  when  they  had  not  been  survej^ed,  so 
that  it  was  impossible  to  determine  whether  tmiyc  than  two  would  be  embraced  in  the  same  quarter 
section.  Those  persons,  e(jually  meritorious  witli  any  other  description  of  settlers,  have  been  compelled 
to  g'ive  up  their  improvements  without  any  equivalent,  and  are  entirely  excluded  I'rom  all  participation  in 
the  munificence  and  liberality  designed  by  the  general  government,  while  others,  who  happened  to 
cultivate  in  the  year  1829,  are  not  so  excluded. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  believe  that  in  ju.stice  these  individuals  ought  to  be  provided  for;  they 
humbly  desire  and  request  that  Congress  will  pass  an  act  allowing  them  the  right  to  enter  other  lands  in 
lieu  of  tliose  on  which  they  had  settled.  Your  memorialists  would  further  represent  that  a  large  and 
respectable  portion  of  the  inhabitants  upon  the  public  lands,  and  particularly  those  who  were  on  valuable 
lands,  sold  out  tlieir  claims  when  said  lands  were  advertised  for  sale  for  fear  they  would  be  unable  to 
purcliaso  and  settle  upon  lands  less  valuable  previous  to  the  passage  of  the  act  granting  pre-emption 
privileges,  and  now  both  seller  and  buyer  of  such  claims  are  barred  from  the  advantages  of  said  act. 
Cases  of  this  kind  j'our  memorialists  believe  to  be  extremely  hard  when  they  feel  assured  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  general  government  to  aid  and  assist  all  the  honest  citizens  of  this  State  in  the  acquisi- 
tion of  homes  who  had  located  themselves  upon  the  public  lands.  Your  memorialists  further  represent 
that  in  many  instances  persons  who  had  made  settlements  before  the  year  1829  had  rented  or  leased 
portions  of  their  improvements  to  recent  emigrants  or  settlers,  with  a  motive  to  aft'ord  them  facilities  to 
make  permanent  locations  in  the  country,  and  by  the  construction  given  by  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  the  pre-emption  right  is  given  to  the  lessee.  Your  memorialists  further  represent 
that  it  is  frequently  the  case  that  persons  have  settled  on  fractional  quarter  sections  when  such  fractional 
quarter  sections  do  not  contain  much  more  than  half  the  quantity  of  a  full  quarter  section.  It  is  also 
not  uncommon  for  persons  to  settle  on  fractions  which  do  not  contain  near  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 
Those  persons  seem  not  tp  be  provided  for.  Your  memorialists  would  further  represent  that  where 
persons  had  happened  to  rent  out  their  improvements  in  the  first  of  the  year  1830,  bj'  such  renting  thej' 
were  not  in  the  actual  possession  at  the  passage  of  the  aforesaid  act.  They  have  been  denied  by  the 
register  the  privilege  of  pre-emption  right.  This  construction  and  practice  of  the  officers  of  the  land 
office  your  memorialists  believe  to  be  contrary  to  the  meaning  of  the  act  of  Congress.  Your  memorialists 
would  furtlier  represent  that  there  still  remains  in  tiiis  State  a  quantitj'  of  lands  which  will  not  be 
disposed  of  by  any  of  the  sales  which  have  been  ordered  during  the  present  year,  and  also  a  considerable 
quantity  which  have  not  j'et  been  surveyed,  on  whicli  numerous  settlement*  have  been  made  by  enter- 
prising and  industrious  citizens,  who  it  is  desired  may  be  protected  from  the  avarice  and  schemes  of  a 
horde  of  speculators  who  still  infest  the  country  by  being  permitted  to  enter  their  homes  at  the  price 
fixed  by  the  general  government.  Your  memorialists  further  represent,  for  the  consideration  of  your 
honorable  body,  that  there  are  many  valuable  and  worthy  citizens  of  Alabama  wdio  have  relinquislied 
their  homes  on  account  of  their  not  being  able  to  pay  the  government  the  price  now  required  by  law; 
and  unless  some  relief  be  granted  them  their  homes  will  be  forfeited  by  the  act  of  last  Congress.  They 
would  therefore  respectfully  ask  your  honorable  body  to  permit  such  of  those  who  have  relinquished  as 
much  as  two  quarter  sections  or  less  to  re-enter  the  same  amount,  or  a  less  quantity,  in  any  legal  sub- 
division, (provided,  in  all  cases,  such  persons  have  retained  possession  of  the  same,)  at  seventy-five  cents 
per  acre.  Your  memorialists  would  further  represent  that  at  the  sales  of  public  lands  upon  which  relief 
has  been  extended  to  the  purchasers  of  high  priced  lands,  the  poor  lands  invariably  sold  at  a  price  as 
much  above  the  true  value  thereof  as  the  most  valuable  lands  in  the  country.  The  wealthy  portion  of 
our  citizens  generally  purchased  the  rich  lands,  and  those  who  purchased  at  the  price  of  fourteen  dollars 
and  upwards  per  acre  have  been  allowed  a  patent  for  the  sum  already  paid,  while  those  who  purchased 
at  a  less  price  have  yet  to  pay  the  government  a  large  amount  of  money  before  they  can  become  free- 
holders; manj'  of  them  are  entirely  unable  to  do  so,  when  in  fact  they  have  paid  as  much  for  their  lands, 
agreeably  to  t!ie  quality  of  soil  and  intrinsic  value,  as  those  who  purchased  at  fourteen  dollars  and 
upwards  per  acre;  and  further,  your  memorialists  cannot  see  why  the  particular  number  'fourteen"  should 
be  the  standard  for  fixing  the  price  at  which  patents  shall  be  granted  in  preference  to  any  other  number. 
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Your  memorialists  can  witii  sat'oty  represent  to  j'unr  hcinoralile  Imily  tiiat  it  is  ri-ci[uciilly  tlie  case  tliat 
lauds  have  been  sulJ  from  five  to  ten  dollars  per  acre,  and  have  since  been  Inrreited,  wbicli  Wdnld  not 
now  sell  for  the  minimum  jirice  if  i)Ut  up  at  auction.  Under  circumstances  of  tliis  kind  yonr  nienmrialists 
■would  humbly  req\iest  of  your  honorabU^  body  tiiat  all  holders  of  certificates  should  have  jjatcnts  }i,'rantcd 
them.  Your  memorialists  would  furtlier  rcjiresent,  for  the  consideration  of  your  homirabic  body,  the 
propriety  of  j^raduating-  the  price  of  public  lands  wiiich  have  iieretufore  been  olfered,  as  fullows:  Say,  ail 
lands  which  have  been  otVered  and  would  not  sell  for  tlie  minimum  price  twelve  months  tliereafter  kIkjuIiI 
be  subject  tn  entry  at  sevcnt3"-five  cents  per  acre,  two  j'ears  thereafter  at  fiftj'  cents  per  acre,  and  so  in 
proportion  to  time,  as  the  wisdom  of  your  honorable  bodj'  may  sug-g-est.  And  your  memorialists  would 
furtlier  suggest  to  your  honorable  body  the  e.xpediency  of  permitting  the  inhabitants  of  Alabama  to  enter 
the  public  lands  which  have  heretofore  been  oU'ered  for  sale  and  not  sold  at  tiio  mininnmi  price,  by  sub- 
dividing quarter  sections  into  tracts  of  forty  acres.  This  last  proposition  your  memorialists  believe  to 
be  of  vital  importance  to  a  large  portion  of  citizens  in  this  State.  Your  memorialists  cannot  close  this 
application  to  your  honorable  body  for  relief  without  renewing-  the  request  tiiat  all  ])ers(His  that  have 
paid  the  purchase  money  for  lands  bought  by  them  and  paid  for  witliout  the  deduction  of  '61^  per  cent,  on 
the  sum  paid,  may  be  allowed  the  amount  overpaid  in  scrip,  wliicli  shall  be  receivable  in  any  of  the  land 
oflficcs  in  this  State.  And  your  inemorialists  would  further  represent  that  in  tliis  State  there  are  a  large 
number  of  individuals  wholly  unable  to  purchase  over  forty  acres  of  land  at  the  minimum  price,  the 
necessary  consequence  of  which  is  that  such  individuals  are.  settled  on  tlie  poorest  kind  of  land,  which, 
not  aflording-  sufficient  inducements  for  any  one  to  purchase,  give  to  them  temporary  homes.  The  con- 
tinuance of  tliis  class  of  individuals  in  such  situation  is  in  o|ipositioii  to  the  future  prosperity  of  the 
country,  and  must,  doubtless,  be  contrary  to  that  liberal  policy  which  should  influence  all  governments. 
Your  memorialists  would  therefore  suggest  to  your  honorable  body  the  policy  of  granting  to  such 
individuals  the  right  to  enter  forty  acres  of  any  land  once  olfered  for  sale  and  now  liable  to  entry 
without  any  other  expense  than  the  office  fees.  Your  memorialists  further  pray  that  the  aat  of  Congress 
passed  March  31,  1830,  entitled  "An  act  to  grant  relief  to  purchasers  of  jiublie  lands,  so  far  as  relates  to 
granting  scrip  on  forfeited  land  stock,"  may  be  extended  to  a  longer  period,  owing  to  the  large  number  of 
citizens  living  in  remote  sections  of  the  country  from  the  land  office  being  unable  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  relief  granted  by  the  before  recited  act.  Your  memorialists  respectfully  submit  the  several  fore- 
going items  of  relief  to  the  -wisdom  of  your  honorable  body,  and  humbly  trust  that  their  merits  will  be 
thoroughly  investigated,  and,  as  in  duty  bound,  they  will  ever  pray. 

He^olivd,  That  our  senators  in  Congress  be  instructed  and  our  representatives  requested  to  use  their 
greatest  exertions  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  embracing  the  several  provisions  contemplated  in  the 
foregoing  memorial;  and  that  his  excellency  the  governor  be  requested  to  transmit  to  the  President  of 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  to  each  of  our 
senators  and  representatives  in  Congress,  a  copy  of  this  memorial. 

J.VMES  PEXX,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Bepresenlatices. 

SAMUEL  B.  MOORE,  President  of  the  Senale. 
Approved  January  6,  1831. 

GAP.KIEL  MOORE. 


21 ST  Congress.] 


No   885. 


[2d  Sessio.n'. 


APPLICATION  OF  ILLINOIS  FOR  THE  E.STABLISHMENT  OF  A  NEW  LAND  OFFICE  IN  THE 

NORTHERN  PART  OF  THAT  STATE. 

C0MMUXIC-4TED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REI'RESEXT.iTIVES    J.WUARV  31,    1831. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senale  and  ffoufe  of  Ee2:iresentatu-es  of  the  United  Slates  in  Congress  assembled  : 

The  memorial  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois  represents:  That  the  country  on  the  Vermilion 
river  in  said  State  is  rapidly  populating  from  almost  every  State  in  the  Unimi,  and  great  sales  of  lauds 
have  been  recentlj'  made  in  that  section,  in  consequence  of  \^hicli  a  considerable  revenue  has  accrued  to 
government. 

The  lami  office  at  Palestine  is  situate  on  the  line  dividing  townships  six  and  seven,  thirty-six  miles 
from  the  base  line,  the  south  boundary  of  said  land  district,  and  the  lands  are  now  in  market  as  high  as 
the  line  dividing  townships  twenty-one  and  twentj'-two,  ninety  miles  on  a  straight  line  north  of  the  said 
land  office;  and  the  land  is  surveyed  and  run  ofi"  into  sections,  ready  for  sale,  as  high  as  the  line  dividing- 
townships  twenty-seven  and  twenty-eight,  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  miles  from  the  present  office. 

The  distance  purchasers  have  to  travel  from  the  north  to  buy  land  is  considered  an  unreasonable 
requisition  by  government,  and  a  subject  of  serious  complaint  in  that  section.  When  the  grievance  shall 
be  duly  considered,  and  the  fact  generally  known  that  so  large  sums  of  money  have  been  paid  and  will 
continue  to  be  paid  for  the  lands  in  this  section  of  our  State,  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  the  same  state 
of  things  can  injustice  be  continued;  and  the  good  citizens  of  the  State  and  others  interested  ask  govern- 
ment to  establish  a  new  land  office  at  or  near  Danville,  in  Vermilion  county,  dividing  the  Palestine  district, 
or  at  such  other  place  as  may  be  considered  right,  to  accommodate  the  northern  section  of  the  State. 

It  must  be  conceded  that  should  the  arrangement  take  place  government  would  facilitate  and  greatly 
increase  the  sale  of  those  lands;  and  the  additional  expenses  considered  cannot  be  set  up  as  a  sufficient 
objection. 

The  subject  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

WM.  LEE  D.  EWISG,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Hepresentaiives. 
ZADOK  CASEY,  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

January  1,  1831. 


I  certify  the  f  iregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state. 

A.  P.  FIELD,  Secretary  of  Stale. 
Vandai.ia,  January  3,  1831. 
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21sT  Congress.]  No.  886.  [2n  Session. 

ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

rOMMl'N'ICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY   1,    1831. 

Mr.  Draper,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  t(j  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  widow 
and  lieirs  of  Pedro  Guedry,  and  of  Francis  Daigre,  reported: 

That  the  petitioner  Mary  Landry,  widow  of  Pedro  Guedry,  states  that  in  the  year  1192  Pedro  Giiedry, 
her  husband,  obtained  a  complete  Spanish  title  by  grant  from  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  consisting-  of  six 
arpeuts  and  twenty  fathoms  front  on  the  Mississippi  river,  by  forty  arpents  in  depth,  at  the  distance  of 
about  four  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Manchac;  that  her  husband  and  herself  have  occupied  the  same 
since  1792  until  the  present  time,  and  that  she  was  ignorant  of  the  laws  requiring  the  title  to  bo  recorded 
in  the  land  office  at  St.  Helena  district  court-house;  and  prays  that  she  may  be  permitted  to  enter  her 
claim  for  four  arpents  and  a  half  in  front  and  forty  arpents  in  depth,  with  the  register  and  receiver  of  the 
land  office  at  St.  Helena  court-house,  to  revive  the  claim  of  the  petitioner  to  the  said  land.  The  petition 
of  Francis  Daigre  claims  the  residue  of  the  said  land  by  purchase;  he  has  not,  however,  exhibited  a 
regular  chain  of  transfers;  but  inasmuch  as  the  petitioner  Mary  Landry  only  claims  four  and  one-half 
arpents  in  front  of  the  said  land,  and  the  petitioner  Francis  Daigre  having  proved  by  affidavits  his  right  to 
the  remainder,  (the  Spanish  grant  having  been  produced  and  continued  possession  proved,)  the  committee 
are  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  is  reasonable;  and  as  they  claim  parts  of  the  same  tract 
of  land,  they  have  reported  a  bill  for  their  joint  relief. 


2  1st  Congress.]  No.   887.  [2d  Session. 

ADVERSE    TO    CLAIM    OF   A    REVOLUTIONARY    OFFICER    FOR    LAND,    A   WARRANT    FOR 
WHICH   HAD   BEEN   ISSUED   AND    LOCATED   BY   ANOTHER   PERSON. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  FEBRUARY  I,  1831. 

Mr.  Sterigere,  from  the  C(jmmittee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  B.  J.  V. 

Valkenburgh,  reported: 

That  it  appears  from  the  statement  of  the  petitioner  and  the  records  of  the  land  office,  that  the 
petitioner,  as  an  officer  and  soldier  of  the  revolution,  was  entitled  to  two  hundred  acres  of  bounty  land. 
It  appears  from  the  land  office  tliat  a  warrant,  No.  2255,  was  issued  for  said  two  hundred  acres  of  land, 
and  located  for  the  holder,  Joseph  Hardy,  by  Jones  Stanbury,  agreeably  to  the  act  of  1796. 

The  petitioner  declares  that  he  never  authorized  the  location  of  Mr.  Joseph  Hardy  or  Mr.  Stanbury, 
and  prays  for  relief.  It  is  utterly  impossible  at  this  distance  of  time  to  ascertain  whether  Mr.  Hardy  or 
Stanbury  properly  obtained  possession  of  the  above-mentioned  warrant.  It  appears  altogether  improbable 
that  they  could  have  obtained  possession  of  the  warrant  without  tlie  consent  or  transfer  of  the  petitioner 
or  his  agents.  Nor  is  it  probal)le  that  the  Secretarj-  of  the  Treasury  would  have  permitted  an  illegal 
location  of  this  land.  The  ccmimittee  think  the  petitioner  must  seek  his  remedy  against  Mr.  Hardy,  Mr. 
Stanbury,  or  the  holders  of  this  land  he  claims,  in  the  courts  of  law.  He  can  have  no  claim  on  the  gov- 
ernment, as  it  appears  the  warrant  was  legally  located  by  the  holder.  Several  applications  have  been 
made  for  relief  in  like  cases,  none  of  which^ave  been  granted. 

The  committee  think  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


21sT  Congress.]  No    888.  [2d  Session. 

ON  AUTHORIZING   THE    STATE    OF  ILLINOIS   TO  SELL  THE    SALINE    RESERVATIONS    IN 

THAT  STATE. 

communicated    to    the    house    of    REPRESENT.\T1VES    FEBRUARY    2,    1831. 

Mr.  Irvin,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  legislature 
of  the  State  of  Illinois,  praying  permission  to  sell  the  lands  reserved  for  the  salt  springs  on  the 
Vermilion  river,  reported: 

That  on  the  2t)th   day  of  March,  1804,  an  act  was  passed  by  Congress  for  the  survey  and  disposal  of 
the  public  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Indiana.     By  the  sixth  section  of  that  act  the  several  salt  springs  in 
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that  Territory,  tofjethor  with  as  many  coiitip^iioiis  sections  to  each  as  should  bo  dcoinod  necessary  by  the 
President  of  tiic  United  States,  were  reserved  I'or  the  future  disjiosal  of  tlie  United  States. 

B}' an  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  February,  1809,  the  Territory  of  Indiana  was  divided.  Tliat  part 
which  lay  west  of  the  Wabash  river,  and  a  line  drawn  from  said  river  and  Port  Vincennc^s  duo  nortii  to 
tlie  territorial  line  between  tlie  United  States  and  Canada,  constituted  the  Territory  of  Illinois. 

On  tlie  2'.HIi  .\pril,  1816,  an  act  was  passed  by  Congress  authorizing  the  survey  of  two  millions  of 
acres  of  land  in  tlie  Territories  of  Illinois  and  Missouri  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  the  bounties  of  land 
promised  to  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  late  army  of  the  United  States.  A  prcjvision 
was  inserted  in  the  first  section  of  that  act  reserving  to  the  United  States  the  salt  springs  and  lead  mines 
within  the  district  surveyed,  and  sucli  quantities  of  land  adjacent  thereto  as  might  be  reserve<l  for  the 
use  of  the  same  by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

By  an  act  of  Congress  of  tiie  18th  vi'  April,  1818,  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Ulinuis  were  per- 
mitted to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government.  The  second  prtijiosition  of  tlie  sixth  section  of  that 
act  is  in  the  following  words,  to  wit: 

"  Second.  That  all  salt  springs  within  such  State,  and  the  land  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  same,  sliall 
be  granted  to  tlie  said  State  for  the  use  of  tiie  said  State,  and  the  same  to  be  used  under  such  terms  and 
conditions  and  regulations  as  the  legislature  of  the  said  State  shall  direct:  Provided,  Tlie  legislature 
shall  never  sell  nor  lease  the  same  for  a  longer  period  than  ten  j'ears  at  any  one  time." 

On  the  22d  day  of  April,  1814,  Mr.  Meigs,  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  directed 
Leonard  AVhite,  Willis  Ilargrave,  and  P.  Traniill  to  select  such  lands  as  might  be  deemed  necessary  for 
the  use  of  the  Ohio  saline  forever.  These  individuals  made  their  report  to  the  General  Land  Office  on  the 
2d  July,  1814,  from  which  it  appears  that  they  set  apart  for  the  Ohio  saline,  in  Illinois,  about  97,000  acres 
of  land.  This  reservation  was  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  but  there  is  no  evidence  that 
it  received  his  approbation,  and  it  does  not  appear  ever  to  have  been  submitted  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States  for  his  sanction,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  March  2G,  1804.  The  lands 
selected,  however,  by  the  directions  of  tlic  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  given  on  the  28th 
day  of  August,  1814,  were  reserved  from  sale,  and  never  have  been  exposed  to  sale  liy  the  United  States. 

On  the  24th  daj'  of  May,  1828,  an  act  was  passed  by  Congress  authorizing  the  legislature  of  the 
State  of  Illinois  to  sell  thirt,y  thousand  acres  of  the  land  selected  in  manner  aforesaid,  and  t(j  apply  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  to  such  objects  as  the  legislature  by  law  might  thereafter  direct.  The  authoritj'  to 
sell  was  unlimited  as  respects  the  price. 

From  the  letter  of  Mr.  Graham,  late  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  it  appears  that  on  the 
1st  day  of  June,  1820,  the  register  of  the  land  office  at  Palestine,  in  Illinois,  was  directed  to  make  a 
selection  of  lands  for  the  use  of  the  salines  on  Vermilion  river,  within  that  State.  He  made  the  selection, 
and  on  the  21st  day  of  April,  1821,  made  his  report  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  hut 
as  the  lands  were  not  then  surveyed,  he  made  a  subsequent  report,  designating  the  lands  reserved  by 
sections,  which  last  report  was  approved  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  on  the  29th  March,  1825. 
By  this  act  of  the  President  thirty-eiglit  sections,  equal  to  twenty-four  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres,  were  set  apart  and  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  salines  on  the  Vermilion  river. 

The  grant  of  those  salt  springs,  with  the  lands  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  same  b_y  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  with  some  other  concessions,  was  made  to  the  State  of  Illinois  upon  these  conditions: 
that  the  convention  of  that  State  should  provide,  by  an  ordinance,  irrevocable  without  the  consent  of  the 
United  States,  that  every  and  each  tract  of  land  sold  by  the  United  States  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of 
January,  1819,  should  remain  exempt  from  any  tax  laid  by  order  or  under  any  authority  of  the  State, 
whether  for  State,  county,  or  township,  or  any  other  purpose  whatever,  for  the  term  of  five  years  from 
and  after  the  day  of  sale;  and  further,  that  the  botint}'  lands  given  for  services  during  the  late  war  should 
also  remain  free  from  taxation  for  three  years  from  the  date  of  the  patents. 

When  Illinois  was  admitted  as  a  State  into  the  I'nion  no  lands  had  been  reserved  by  the  President 
of  the  L'nited  States  for  the  use  of  the  salt  springs  within  that  State,  in  conformity  to  the  provisions  of 
the  acts  of  March  26,  1804,  and  April  29,  1816,  and,  by  a  strict  construction  of  the  act  of  admission, 
subsequent  reservations  might  not  be  embraced  by  its  terms.  If  the  committee  were  to  give  this  strict 
construction  to  the  act,  the  consequence  would  be  that  the  State  of  Illinois  was  deprived  of  the  power  to 
tax  the  public  lands  within  its  limits,  while  it  is  denied,  in  part,  the  consideration  for  which  it  deprived 
itself  of  that  important  privilege. 

An  honest  fulfilment  of  the  compact  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Illinois  requires  that 
there  should  be  reserved  for  each  salt  spring  within  that  State,  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  land  for  the  use  of  the  same. 

The  lands  reserved  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the  29th  of  March,  182.5,  for  the  use  of 
the  salt  springs  on  the  Vermilion  river,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  belong  to  the  State  of  Illinois; 
and  a  bill  is  herewith  reported  authorizing  that  State  to  make  sale  of  the  same. 


21ST    CON-GRESS.]  No.      8S9.  [2d    SeSSION. 

RELATIVE  TO  SELECTIONS  OF  LAND   BY  INDIANA  FOPt  A  EOAD  FROM    LAKE   MICHIGAN 

TO  TUE  OUIO  RIVER. 

COMMU-VICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    FEBRUARY    3,    1831. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  respectfully  submit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  legislative  resolution  of  the  20th  ultimo,  in 
relation  to  the  sales  of  land  at  the  Crawfordsville  land  office  in  November  last,  reports  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  and  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office.  Concurring  with  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  in  the  views  he  has  taken  of  the  treaties  and  act  of  Congress  touching  the  subject,  I  cannot 
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discover  that  the  President  is  invested  with  any  power  under  the  Constitution  or  laws  to  with.hold  a  patent 
from  a  purcliaser  wlio  has  given  a  fair  and  valuable  consideration  for  land,  and  therehj-  acquired  a  vested 
rig-ht  to  the  same;  nor  do  I  perceive  that  the  sole  legislative  resolution  of  the  Senate  can  confer  such  a 
power,  or  suspend  the  right  of  the  citizens  to  enter  tlie  lands  that  have  been  offered  for  sale  in  said  dis- 
trict and  remain  unsold,  so  long  as  the  law  authorizing  the  same  remains  unrepealed.  I  beg  leave,  there- 
fore, to  present  the  subject  to  the  reconsideration  of  the  Senate. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
February  3,  1831. 


Treasury  Department,  February  1,  1831. 

Sir:  A  resolution  of  the  Senate,  adopted  on  the  20th  of  January  last,  having  been  referred  by  the 
President  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  whereby  the  President  "  is  requested  to  withhold  all  patents 
for  lands  sold  at  the  Crawfordsville  land  offices  in  the  month  of  November  last,  in  which  the  State  of 
Indiana  may  be  concerned,  under  the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana to  locate  and  make  a  road  therein  named,'  the  said  patents  to  be  withheld  until  the  general  assembly 
of  Indiana  can  be  heard  on  the  subject,  and  the  further  action  of  Congress  on  the  same  subject,  should  it 
be  desired  or  become  necessary,"  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  President  the  correspondence  between 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  and  the  officer  acting  in  behalf  of  the  State  of  Indiana  in 
relation  to  this  subject;  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  preli.x  a  brief  statement  of  the  facts  in  the  case.  [For 
correspondence  referred  to,  see  No.  881.] 

Certain  lands  in  Indiana  were  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  Pottawatomie  Indians  bj'  a  treaty 
signed  at  Chicago  in  1821. 

Other  lands  in  the  same  State  were  also  ceded  liy  the  same  tribe  by  the  first  article  of  a  treaty  dated 
October  16,  1826. 

By  the  second  article  of  the  last-mentioned  treaty,  a  further  cession  was  made  of  one  hundred  feet  in 
width  for  a  road  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Wabash,  and  also  of  one  section  for  each  mile  of  said  road 
from  its  commencement  on  Lake  Michigan,  passing  through  Indianapolis,  to  the  Ohio  river,  which  sections 
were  to  be  laid  off  contiguous  thereto. 

By  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  2,  1821,  the  State  of  Indiana  was  authorized  to  locate  said  road, 
and  the  land  ceded  by  the  second  section  of  the  said  treaty  of  1826  was  vested  in  the  State  for  that 
purpose. 

The  route  for  the  road  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Wabash  may  be  so  located  as  to  pass  a  short 
distance  through  the  lands  ceded  by  the  first  article  of  the  treatj',  or  it  may  be  so  located  (as  is  believed, 
in  a  direct  line)  as  entirely  to  avoid  these  and  pass  through  otlier  lands  belonging  to  the  Pottawatoraies. 
The  continuation  of  the  road  from  the  Wabash  through  Indianapolis  to  the  Ohio,  is  through  lands  pre- 
viously ceded  to  the  United  States  in  various  treaties,  a  portion  of  which  is  surveyed  and  sold.  The 
governor  of  the  State  of  Indiana  claims  the  right  of  selecting  the  sections  for  each  mile  of  the  road 
from  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States  in  the  cession  of  1821,  above  referred  to,  and  also  in  the  cession 
made  by  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  1826.  The  Treasury  Department  has  acted  under  the  persuasion 
that  neither  of  these  cessions  were  vested  in  Indiana  by  the  act  of  182T,  and  that  the  cession  in  the  second 
section  refers  to  land  still  in  possession  of  the  Pottawutomies,  which  must  be  selected  contiguous  to  said 
road  after  it  is  located.  A  part  of  the  lands  ceded  by  the  first  article  have  been  attached  to  the  Craw- 
fordsville district  and  sold  ;  and  these  are  supposed  to  be  the  lands  referred  to  in  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  on  which  the  President  is  required  to  withhold  the  patents.  The  purchasers  have  paid  the  price 
and  obtained  their  certificates,  which  are  held  to  be  an  inchoate  title,  liable  to  be  transferred  with  all  the 
solemnities  of  right  which  belong  to  a  patent.  These  rights  being  thus  vested,  it  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted for  the  consideration  of  the  President  whether  it  is  competent  to  the  executive  power  to  withhold 
the  patents. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  INGHAM,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  President  of  the  United  Stalet^. 


21sT  Congress.]  No.   890.  [2d  Session. 

RELATIVE  TO  LOCATIONS  OF  GRANTS  OF  LAND  TO  INDIANA  FOR  A  ROAD  FROM  LAKE 

MICHIGAN  TO  THE  OHIO  RIVER. 

COJOIUNICATED    to    the    house    of    representatives    FEBRUARY    3,    1831. 

Washington,  February  3,  1831. 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report  from  the  Treasury  Department,  in  compliance 
with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  3d  ultimo,  calling  for  the  correspondence  in  relation  to  locating  a 
cession  of  lands  made,  or  intended  to  be  made,  by  the  Pottawatomie  tribe  of  Indians  for  the  benefit  of 
the  State  of  Indiana,  &c.  ^•- 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

The  Speaker  of  the  Houap  of  Eepresentatives  of  the  United  States. 


1831.]  APri,l(' ATI  0\    OF    OHIO    F  O  K    A    O  U  A  NT    O  1'    LAXD.  265 


'I'ki-asi  KV    I  >i::'Ai;TMr.xr,  Fihrnarii  i,  ISIil. 

Sir:  A  rcsMhiliuu  nt'  the  ll(m.so  of  Rriu'i'sciilalives,  jiilniilcil  cm  tiic  .'I'l  nf  ,I:iihkii-v  l;ist,  liaviii^;'  Itch 
refbrrod  l>y  th<'  i'ri-siilent  to  llu'  Secrctarv  ol'  tlic  Troasurv,  wlicrcnv  llic  I'rcsidriit  "is  riMiurslcd  tn  lay 
before  the  llimsi^  anv  and  all  corrcspondeiiee  (.so  far  as  tlic  .saiui'  may  he  ilmic  willioiil  pit-judice  to  tlio 
public  iiitcre.st)  liy  and  with  eitlier  of  the  departments  in  n-latinn  In  lu-alim:-  a  ccssidn  ii\'  huids  ni.ade,  or 
intended  to  be  made,  by  tiie  PottawatoTrjii'  tribe  nf  Indians,  for  the  benelit  nf  tin'  Stale  of  Indiana,  by  a 
treaty  ennelud(>d  with  them  the  lllth  (d'  Oelidxr.  iM'Ci,  |u  be  applied  towards  nialuii^'  a  road  from  Lake 
Mielii<;'aii,  by  way  of  Indianapolis,  tn  snmi'  eonyeiiiint  point  on  the  Ohiu  rivrr,  and  to  infiiiii  Ibis  ilousi' 
whotlier  any  decision  has  been  m:id<'  by  the  Excentiyc  in  relation  In  what  lands  arc  subjeet  In  llif  abdVc^ 
cession,  and  if  so,  \vhere  the  locations  are  jjroposed  to  be  made,''  1  liaye  the  hnnnr  In  lay  bef.iic  the  i'lrsi- 
deiit  a  conimuiucation  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  containini;-  all  the  corrrs|i(inilence 
in  possession  of  this  deparlmeid  on  the  sidiject. — (For  this  correspondence  see  antoci-dcnt  Nn.  ,SSL) 

The  facts  in  this  case,  as  I  liaye  bi't'nr<-  liad  the  honor  to  state  to  you,  are  these: 

Certain  lands  in  Lidiana  were  ceded  to  the  Unite. 1  States  by  the  i'otlawatoniie  Lidians  by  .a  tri'.'ily 
signed  at  Cliicat;-o  in  1S'2L 

.    Other  lands  in  the  same  State  were  also  c<Mled,  by  the  same  tribe,  by  the  1st  article  of  a  treaty  dated 
16th  October,  1S2(^..  '  '  ' 

By  till'  -id  article  of  the  last-mc>ntioiied  treaty  a  further  cession  w.-ts  made  (d  11)0  feet  in  width,  for  a 
ro'dd  I'roni  Lake  Michi.gan  to  the  Wabash,  and  also  of  one  section  lor  each  mile  of  said  road  from  its  com- 
nicncenieut  on  Lake  Michigan,  passing-  tliroHL;h  Indi.in.ipolis,  to  the  Ohio  ricer;  wliii.-h  sections  were  to 
be  laid  off  contiguous  thereto. 

By  the  act  of  Coii,gress  of  the  'id  of  March.  ls2T,  the  State  of  Indiana  was  authorized  to  locate  said 
road,  and  the  land  ceded  by  the  iA  section  of  tin'  said  treaty  of  isiil  was  yesli'd  in  the  State  for  that 
purpose. 

The  route  for  the  road  from  Lake  Miehi,n'an  to  the  AVabash  may  Vie  so  located  as  to  pass  a  slnu't  dis- 
tance through  the  lands  ceded  by  the  tirst  article  of  the  treaty;  or  it  may  be  so  located  (as  is  lielieved  in 
a  direct  line)  as  entindy  to  avoid  these,  and  pass  through  other  lands  bclon.gin,2:  to  the  Pottawatoniies. 
The  continuation  of  the  road  from  the  Wabash,  through  Indianapolis,  to  the  Ohio  is  throu,gh  lands  pre- 
viously ceded  to  the  United  States  in  various  treaties,  a  portiiui  of  which  is  surveyed  and  sold.  The 
governor  of  the  State  of  Indiana  claims  the  right  of  selectiu.g  the  sections  for  each  uiilc  of  the  r-oad  from 
lands  belonging  to  the  United  States  in  the  cession  of  1S;>1,  above  referred  to,  and  also  in  the  cession 
made  by  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  1826.  The  Treasury  Department  has  acted  under  the  persuasion 
that  neither  of  those  cessions  were  vested  in  Indiana  by  the  act  of  1827,  and  that  the  cession  in  the  2d 
section  refers  to  lands  still  in  iiossession  of  the  Pottawatoniies,  which  must  be  selected  contiguous  to 
said  road  al'ter  it  is  located. 

It  is  deemed  proper  to  add  that  a  part  of  the  lands  ceded  by  the  lirst  article  have  licen  attached  to 
the  C'rawfordsville  district   and  sf)ld. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  ^yilh  ,great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  IXGIIAM,  Sivrelarii  of  the  Treasury. 

The  Pi:ksidext  cf  the  Undcd  Stairs. 


21sT  CoN-GREss.]  No.    891.  [2nSi;ssioN. 

APPLICATION   OF   OllU)    FOP  A   ORAXT   W  LAXD   FOK  A  POAD   FRO.M   TIIK   OHIO   PIVER 

TO   r,.VKE   ERIE. 

COMMUXle.\TEn    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    RF.PRESEXT.ITIVES    EERRr.VRV    7,     1831. 
MEMORIAL  AND  RESOLUTIONS. 

To  Ihe  Senate  and  House  of  Eepresentaiiees  of  the  United  Slates  in  Congress  assembled : 

The  memorial  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio  respectfully  represents:  Tliat  this  general 
assembly  havin,g  caused  a  free  turnpike  road  to  be  laid  out  and  established  from  the  Ohio  river,  at  AVellsville, 
in  Columbiana  county,  by  ^vay  of  Xew  Lisbon  and  Salem,  in  the  same  county,  and  Ravenna,  in  Portage 
county,  to  Lake  Erie,  at  Cleveland,  in  Cuyahoga  county,  in  this  State,  a  distance  of  about  ninety  miles; 
and  believin,g  that  the  said  road  may  be  deemed  id'  sufficient  importance,  in  a  national  point  of  view,  to 
warrant  a  claim  upon  the. justice  and  liberality  of  the  general  government,  an  appropriation  of  a  part  of 
the  public  lands  lying  in  this  State,  for  the  purpose  of  completin,g  said  road  and  keeping  the  same  in  repair, 
is  respectfully  solicited.  Although  the  Ohio  canal,  when  completed,  may  afl'ord  the  means,  and  in  a  great 
degree  remove  the  diflicultj^  of  transporting  military  and  other  public  stores  from  the  interior  to  our 
northern  frontiers,  yet  it  must  be  apparent  that  the  water  communication  by  the  Ohio  river  and  canal  will, 
from  its  extent,  and  the  dela,ys  and  embarrassments  incident  to  sucli  means  of  transportation,  be  found  of 
a  character  too  tardy  for  efficient  military  operations;  and  looking  to  the  possible  necessity  for  such 
operations  in  this  quarter,  it  is  deemed  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  the  general  government,  wdietherit 
ought  not  tfi  grant  the  aid  necessaiy  for  the  completion  and  preservation  of  a  road  which,  (at  a  moment 
when  expedition  in  the  removal  of  arms  and  public  stores  in  this  direction  may  be  of  the  first  importance,) 
it  is  believed,  will  afford  the  utmost  facilities  for  operations  of  the  great  national  concern,  and  promote  the 
general  prosperity  of  the  country. 

vol..  yi 34  F. 
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Resolved,  That  our  senators  and  repre.sentativcs  in  Cong-rcss  bo  requested  to  use  their  endeavors  to 
procure  the  passag-e  of  a  law  granting  to  the  State  of  Ohio  a  donation  of  land  agreeable  to  the  praj-er  of 
the  above  memorial. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  of  this  State  be  requested  to  forward  to  each  of  our 
senators  and  representatives  in  Congress  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  memorial. 

JAMES  M.  BELL,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
SAMUEL  K.  MILLER,  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 
Jaxiarv  n,  1831. 


21ST    Uo.NGRESS.]  No.    892  [2d  SeSSION. 

a 

^ 

ON  THE  APPLICATION  OF  A  CHEROKEE  INDIAN  WOMAN  TO  SELL  A  RESERVATION  OF  LAND 
WHICH  WAS  MADE  TO  HER  HUSBAND,  WHO  WAS  ADJUDGED  TO  BE  A  RUNAWAY  SLAVE. 

COMMUNICATEI)    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    FEBRUARY  8,    1831. 

Mr.    AVicKLiFKE,    from  the   Committee   on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial   of  Sally 

Johnson,  reported: 

That  the  petitioner  states  in  her  petition  that  she  is  a  citizen  of  tiie  Cherokee  nation  of  Indians,  resides 
in  Jackson  county,  Alabama;  that  she  was  considered  the  wife  of  Peter  Johnson,  who  was  afterwards,  by 
a  course  of  judicial  investigation,  adjudged  to  be  a  runaway  slave,  and  as  such  reclaimed  by  his  master; 
that  the  said  Peter,  while  she  was  considered,  his  wife,  had,  as  the  head  of  a  Cherokee  family,  in  the  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  said  Cherokee  nation,  reserved  to  him  by  said  treaty  640  acres  of  land, 
which  was  afterwards  surveyed  for  him,  upon  which  the  petitioner  states  she  then  resided,  and  on  which 
she  now  resides.  She  asks  Congress  to  confirm  the  reservation  to  her  and  her  children,  and  that  she  be 
permitted  to  sell  the  fee  .^iimple  estate. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  impolitic  and  unwise  in  Congress  to  authorize  a  sale  of 
any  or  all  of  the  various  reservations  to  Indians  by  virtue  of  the  various  treaties  which  have  been  made 
between  the  United  States  and  the  several  Indian  tribes.  It  would  open  the  door  to  speculation,  and  excite 
the  cupidity  of  avarice,  and  those  ignorant  rcservees  would  fall  a  prey  to  their  more  wary  neighbors. 
They  see  no  reason  for  departing  from  this  rule  in  the  present  instance,  nor  do  thej'  express  any  opinion 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  intent  now  vested  in  the  petitioner  and  her  children  by  her  supposed  husband. 
AMiether  the  reservation  would  not  inure  to  the  benefit  of  the  persons  in  remainder  as  well  when  the  tenant 
for  life  is  rendered  by  law  incapable  of  taking  or  holding  the  particular  estate,  as  when  he  takes  and  holds 
until  his  death,  is  a  question  which  may  arise  if  the  United  States  shall  ever  assert  title  to  this  reservation 
adverse  to  the  children  who  were  in  being  at  the  date  of  the  reservation. 

The  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


21sT  Congress.]  No.  893.  [2d  Session. 

ON    THE    CLAIM    OF    A    CANADIAN    REFUGEE    TO    BOUNTY    LAND. 

COMMUNlr.U'ED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  FEBRU.VRY  8,    183L 

The  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William  Ilofl'man,  reported : 

That  the  petitioner  was  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  anterior  to  the  late  war  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain;  that  at  the  declaration  of  the  war  he  was  a  resident  of  Upper  Canada;  that 
during  the  war  he  left  Canada  and  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  corps  of  Canadian 
volunteers,  in  Maj-,  1814,  and  served  as  a  soldier  faithfully  during  the  war,  when  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged; that  he  was  entitled  to  bounty  land  under  the  act  of  March  5,  1816,  entitled  "An  act  granting 
bounty  in  land  and  extra  pay  to  certain  Canadian  volunteers;''  that  he  presented  his  claim  to  the  War 
Department,  acconqsanied  by  all  the  evidence  required  by  said  act,  in  the  j-ear  1816;  that  the  decision  on 
his  claim  was  delayed  by  the  department,  without  any  fault  or  cause  of  delay  on  the  part  of  the  petitioner, 
until  September  25,  1817,.  (after  the  act  of  March  3,  1817,  was  passed,  reducing  the  quantity  of  bounty 
land  to  private  soldiers  to  160  acres,)  when  a  warrant  was  issued  in  his  name  for  160  acres.  He  has 
never  received  any  more  bount_y  land.  As  the  petitioner  presented  his  claim,  and  all  the  evidences 
required  bj'  the  act  of  March  5,  1816,  to  the  department  before  the  passage  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1817, 
recited,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  officer  having  the  charge  of  the  bounty  land  office,  as  well  as  of  this  com- 
mittee, that  the  petitioner  was  legally  entitled  to  the  quantity  of  land  given  by  the  act  of  March  5,  1816. 
As  the  petitioner  employed  an  agent  to  get  his  warrant,  he  was  not  aware  that  a  warrant  had  been 
issued  for  oidy  160  acres  until  after  March  3,  1818,  when  the  law  expired.  Since  when  the  department 
has  had  no  authority  to  act  in  this  matter,  or,  under  the  circumstances  of  his  case,  he  would  have  no 
difficulty  in  obtaining  a  warrant  for  another  160  acres.  An  act  of  Congress  will  be  necessary  to  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  issue  a  warrant  for  the  additional  quantity  of  160  acres.  The  committee  think 
he  has  a  legal  and  equitable  right  to  the  quantity  of  land  prayed  for,  and  report  a  bill  for  his  relief. 


1831.] 
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21ST  CON-GRKSS.]  No.    894.  [211  SF.s.smx. 

ON    CLAIM    TO    LAN1>    IN     LOUISIANA. 

COMHfXICATKl)  TO  TIIK  Ilnl'SK  OF  ItKl'KESEXTATIVES  FERRrAKY   S,    183L 

Mr.  DuAi'Eit,  IVoiu  the  I'liiiunitteo  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  rererfed  the  |]elitioTi  of  I)omiiH<iui! 

IJichiiril,  of  Ijoiiisiana,  re|iortiMl : 

Tliat  the  petitioner  elaims  a  tract  of  land  in  the  parish  i>t'  Saint  Landry,  whi.'h  l!apti^le  Dismaret,  by 
a  reipiest  addre.ssed  to  Mon.sieur  de  ^[oro,  colonel,  inspector,  and  governor  of  Lonisiana,  whieli  request 
was  dated  March  I,  1788;  that  the  said  ISaptiste  Dismaret  entered  into  and  took  pcjssession  of  the  said 
land  and  retained  po.ssession  thereof  until  the  year  17'J4,  since  which  time  no  person  has  claimed  the  same 
land  adversely  to  the  claim  of  Dismaret;  that'the  said  Baptiste  Dismaret  lattdy  died,  and  that  the  peti- 
tioner purchased  at  public  .sale  the  land  from  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  the  said  Dismaret. 
The  ix^itioner  has  otl'ered  no  evidence  of  his  claim  by  ])urcliase  from  the  heirs  of  Dismaret,  nor  has  ho 
otVered  any  evidence  to  prove  a  possession  of  the  land  either  by  Dismaret  or  his  heii's.  Tho  eonimittei;, 
therefore,  recdmmend  that  tin;  <-lai f  the  petitioner  be  rejected. 


2  1st  Cokuress.-]  No.  89-5.  [2d  Sessiox. 

IN  FAVOR  OF  THE  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  THE  OFFICE  OF  SURVEYOR  (lENERAL  OF  I'UBLIO 

LANDS  IN   LOUISIANA. 

COMMrXU'ATEri  TO  THE  SEX.iTE    FEBRL-.4.RY  8,    1S31. 

CiEXERAL  Laxd  Officf,  Fi'hruanj  7,  1831. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  3d  instant  was  duly  received,  requiring  my  opinion  in  reference^  to  the_ 
propriety  of  detaching  from  the  surveying  department  "  south  of  Tennessee"  the  lands  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  and  rcques'ting  infornjation  whether  the  creation  of  such  office  would  add  to  the  t>xpeu.ses  of 
this  department,  and  also  whether  it  would  facilitati.'  the  settling  and  quieting  of  land  claims  in  Louisiana 
and  Mississippi. 

In  reply  to  those  several  points,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  committee  that  the  creation  of  the 
office  of  surveyor  general  of  Louisiana  is  a  measure  which  is  called  for  by  every  consideration  of  propriety 
and  expediency. 

The  office' of  "  surve_yor  south  of  Tennessee"  has  become  involved  in  such  complication  under  the 
existing  system,  and  duties  and  responsibilities  have  become  so  divided  between  the  surveyor  south  of 
Tennessee  and  his  three  principal  deputies,  that,  with  the  confusion  and  loss  of  experience  resulting  from 
the  numerous  changes  which  have  taken  place  during  the  last  seven  years  in  all  those  offices,  I  am  of  the 
decided  oiiinion  that  the  surveyor's  oftice  south  of  Tennessee  is  now  in  such  a  state  that,  if  a,  remedy  be 
not  speedily  applied,  the  confusion  will  become  inexplicable,  and  cause  great  injury  to  the  citizens  both 
of  Mississippi  and  Louisiana.  The  only  remedy  is  to  reorganize  and  simplify  the  whole'  system  by  the 
abolition  of  the  offices  of  principal  deputy  surveyors,  and  the  creation  of  a  separate  and  distinct  surveyor- 
ship,  to  take  jurisdiction  over  the  surveys  in  Louisiana. 

The  abolition  of  the  offices  of  three  principal  deputy  surveyors  will  save  $1,500  a  year  in  salaries; 
and  the  abolition  of  the  fees  for  examining  and  recording  surveys  will  prove  a  saving  at  least  to  the 
amount  of  salaries  necessary  to  be  a])propriated  for  drauglitsmen  and  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  surveyor 
general  of  Louisiana. 

The  expenses  of  this  office  would  not  be  increased  by  this  measure,  which,  on  the  contrary,  would 
afford  most  essential  aid  and  facilities  to  this  office  by  the  great  improvement  it  would  introduce  in  the 
execution  of  the  Louisiana  surveys,  and  the  numerous  impediments  it  would  remove  to  the  performance 
of  the  duties  which  would  then  remain  to  the  surveyor  south  of  Tennessee. 

I  would  further  state  that  the  salutary  effects  of  the  proposed  new  organization  of  the  surveying 
department  would  be  felt  throughout  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  at  the  same  time  be  of  great  benefit  to 
Mississippi,  even  if  the  operation  of  the  law  were  restricted  to  a  period  of  five  j-ears.  Time  has  not 
admitted  of  furnishing  the  committee  with  a  mass  of  proofs  which  might  be  collected  in  reference  to  this 
subject,  and  wliicli  would  demonstrate  the  evils  of  the  existing  system.  I  have,  however,  deemed  it 
proper  to  submit  herewith  a  letter  from  the  register  of  the  land  office  at  Opelousas,  Louisiana,  dated  22d 
December  last,  in  reference  to  some  of  the  evil's  which  have  grown  out  of  the  existing  system;  and,  with 
this  communication,  I  have  taken  leave  to  submit  for  your  consideration  a  bill  containing  those  provisions 
which  the  experience  of  this  ofticer  indicates  to  be  the  only  legislative  remedies  that  are  likely  to  prove 
effectual. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELIJAH   HAY  WARD. 

Hon.  Powhatan  Eli.is,  Public  Land  CommiUee,  United  Slates  Senate. 
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21ST  CoKGREss.]  N"o.    896.  [2r)  Session. 


QUANTITY  OF  PUBLIC  LAND  SURVEYED  AND  SOLD,  AND  THE  AMOUNT  OF  MONEY 

DERIVED  THEREFROM. 

flOMJirNICATED    TO    THE    SEXATE    FEBRrARV    9,     1828. 

General  Lan'd  Office,  Fchruartj  8,  1831. 
Sir:  In  obedience'  to  :i  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  dated  the  19th  ultimo,  in  the 
words  following,  viz:  "  Ret-ohcd,  That  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  be  directed  to  report 
to  the  Senate  the  quantity  of  public  lands  surveyed  which  have  not  been  brougiit  into  market;  also  the 
quantity  surveyed  in  each  State  and  Territory  since  the  year  1820,  and  the  amount  received  from  the  I 
sales  in  each  of  the  several  States  and  Territories  in  which  sales  have  been  made,"  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  herewith  the  three  statements,  marked  A,  B,  and  C,  which  aiiord  the  information  requested. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  j'our  obedient  servant,  1 

ELIJAH  HAYWARD,  CommU^^inner.  \ 

Hon.  John  C.  Calhoun,  President  of  the  Senate. 


A. 

Edimated  quanlity  of  survei/ed  public  Jandf;  I  induding  private  claims)  surveys  of  tchich  have  been  received  at 
the  General  Land  Office  January  1,  1831,  xvhich  have  not  been  offered  at  public  mle. 

Acres. 

Ohio None. 

Indiana !  .  059,000 

Illinois 4,531,000 

Michigan ". l,8fl),000 

Missouri 6,007,000 

Arkansas 3,518,000 

Louisiana 1,518,000 

Mississippi 1,150,000 

Alabama 2,645,000 

Florida 1,311,000 

Total 23,179,000 

ELIJAH  HAYWARD. 
General  Land  Office,  Feliruarij  8,  1831. 


B. 

Statement  of  the  quantity  of  put  die  land  which  }ia.-i  been  surveyed,  survey.s  of  ivhich  have  been  received  at  the 

General  Land  Office,  since  the  year  1826. 

Acres. 

Ohio None. 

Indiana 1,660,660.49 

Illinois None. 

Michigan 2,286,347.39 

Missouri 346,420.32 

Arkansas 1,106,957.18 

Louisiana 2,952,716.62 

Mississippi 2,097,583.24 

Alabama 492,960.71 

Florida 2,959,220.92 


ELIJAH  HAYWARD. 
General  Land  Office,  February  8,  1831. 


21  ST  Congress.]  No.    897.  [2d  Session. 

ON    THE    APPLICATION    OF    MICHIGAN    FOR   A    GRANT   OF    LAND    TO    ENCOURAGE    THE 

PRODUCTION  OP  SILK. 

communicated  to  the  house  of  representatives  FEBRUARY   11,   1831. 

To  the  Senate  and  Rouse  qf  Bepi-esentatives  of  the  United  Slates  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  memorial  of  the  legislative  council  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan  respectfully  represents:  That  j'our 
memorialists  regard  the  more  general  cultivation  of  silk  in  the  tTnited  States  as  an  object  of  great 
importance,   and  deserving  the  encouragement  of  the  national    government.     Whether  the  object  be 
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reg'anlcil  a.s  (ipcniiiL;'  a  fair  iHMsiioct  ("ur  the  (■;H'iiurai;'('iiicnl  nf  dntiicslii-  imliisli-y,  nr  as  laying-  tlir 
fuundatioii  I'lir  llic  incHliU'thili  ul'  a  rirli  fi'iiiiin  idit  y  I'ui-  iialioiial  rniiniK  rcr,  il  i.s  r.|iially  ciilillcil  l.j  piiMii' 
anil  ))rivali'  pati'oiia.u'c 

111  wlialovcr  roiuiti'V  tho  cull  lire  ami  iiiaiinr:ii-t  llic  of  .sill<  li;is  luiii  .siicccssl'iilly  rairiiil  mi  tln'  ,l;i-iiciiiI 
g-ovi.'riiiiK.'n(  lias  lent  its  I'lislrrini;'  aid  to  llic  laisimss.  Im.iIi  in  its  (■uninicni-ciiicnl  and  in  ils  rnitlicr  |inij4rcss. 
And  tlirre  is  full  cvidcnci'  mI'  tln'  fact  llial  no  nalaui  has  r\(r  dii<'rlrd  its  industry  In  ;in  hIiJitI  wliiidi  has 
so  ain]dy  paid  the  lal'drcr  liir  his  toil,  and  the  nali'in  lor  its  pal  innate,  as  that,  of  Ihe  production  and 
manut'uetiiie  ol'  silk. 

It  is  aseertained  by  actual  experinieiit  that  the  I'nitcd  .-^latf  s  throu^houl  nearly  their  w  holo  Ici  i  itoi y 
are  adiuiralily  \vidl  adapted   to  the  silk  culture.     ,\    speiui's   of  ihe   nnilberry  lice   is    one   ol'   the    u.ilural 

productions  oi'  the  Aiiieiican  forests;   and  the  whilo  luullieiry  tree  has  I ii  found  to  lloiirish  in  \clKile\'er 

part  i.if  the  country  it  lias  been  planted. 

The  insects  instrumental  in  producing'  silk  do  not.  in  this  climate.  rei|iiire  a  certain  temperatun.'  of 
the  atinospliere  to  be  kept  U[>  in  the  houses  where  they  are,  by  artilicial  aid,  as  they  do  in  European 
countries.  In  the  United  States  they  are  piroduced.  and  finish  their  work,  in  two-thirds  of  Ihe  time  riMpiired 
to  accomplish  the  same  in  other  countries.  And  what  is  still  more  remarkable,  though  in  other  countries 
they  have  had  the  experience  of  centuries  to  perfect  their  art,  ,yet  the  production  of  the  silk  insect  is  much 
liner,  and  more  valuable,  and  one-third  more  in  iiuantitv,  in  this  countr.v  than  any  oihei-. 

These  facts,  and  others  regarding  the  subject  of  this  memorial  eipi.illy  important,  arc  known  to  ^•our 
honorable  bodies.     They  have  been  adverteil  to  mi'rely  that  they  may  be  reiiH'mbercd. 

The  measures  latclj-  taken  by  t'oiigress  to  encourage  the  cullivation  i'\'  the  mulbciry  tree,  and  the 
production  of  silk,  lia.s  drawn  the  attention  of  Aour  memorialists  to  the  expediency  of  introducing  that 
branch  of  industry  into  this  Territory. 

The  peninsula  of  ilicliigan,  on  account  (if  its  locality,  reipiiri's  that  its  inlialiitants  should  be  eiigMged 
in  some  branch  of  industry,  the  products  of  which  will  warrant  an  inland  tr.insportation  to  a  very  distant 
market.  So  distant  from  tliis  Territory  are  the  yreat  marts  of  commerce,  that  the  common  iiroductions  of 
the  agriculturist  poorly  pay  for  the  labor  which  they  cost  after  deducting  the  costs  of  transportation. 

The  soil  and  climate  of  this  Territory  are  undoubtedly  adapted  to  the  culture  of  silk.  The  red 
mulberry  tree  is  indigenous  to  the  soil;  and  the  climate  is  more  mild  than  that  of  any  of  the  New  England 
States,  or  than  many  ]iarts  of  the  eastern  continent  where  the  silk  culture  llourishes. 

The  peninsula  of  Michigau  is  yet  inostl,y  uncultivated.  It  is  now  rapidly  lilling  up  with  an  industrious 
and  hardy  people,  a  people  mostly  who  have  for  years  been  serving  as  pioneers  t(j  the  army  of  emigrants 
wliich  has  been  moving  west.  Xo  enterprise  of  industry  is  too  difBcult  for  this  people  to  accomplish; 
nor  need  it  be  feared  that  any  art  will  rctrogade  under  their  superintendence  But  they  have  not  capital 
to  vest  in  an  undertakin,g'  •which  docs  not  promise  an  immediate  return  of  profit.  The  many  wants 
incid(yit  to  the  first  settlement  of  a  new  country  tax  heavily  the  small  incomes  of  the  inhabitants. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  are  induced  to  ask  of  your  honorable  bodies  a  grant  to  this  Territory  of 
four  townships  of  land  within  the  peninsula  of  Michigan;  which  land  shall  be  under  the  care  of  the 
governor  and  council  of  this  Territory,  and  appropriated  alone  to  the  jnirposes  neccssaiy  to  promote  the 
cultivation  of  the  mulberry  tree  and  the  production  of  silk. 

Lands  have  been  granted  in  the  States  of  Indiana  and  Alabama  by  Congress  for  the  encouragement 
of  particular  branches  of  agricnlture.  But  precedent  need  not  bo  named  to  authorize  the  required  grant 
of  land.  Were  the  grant  asked  for  to  form  itself  a  precedent  for  a  like  grant  to  all  the  new  Stales  and 
Territories,  your  memorialists  think  it  would  not  be  dangerous.  The  object  of  the  donations  would  promise 
full  returns  to  the  nation  for  her  liberality.  Like  donations  for  like  purposes  to  the  different  new^  ciiinmu- 
nities  would  more  closely  connect  tlieir  interests  with  the  interests  of  the  Atlantic  States,  tind  bind,  as 
with  iiUL-en  cordK,  the  extremities  c:)f  the  Union  to  the  main  body. 

Bfsohvd,  That  the  g'overnor  of  the  Territory  be  requested  to  transmit  copies  of  the  foregoing  memorial 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rein-esentatives,  the  I'resident  of  the 
Senate,  and  the  delegate  in  Congress  from  this  Territorv. 

A.  Ei)\VAi;DS,  I'lvsuh'uf  of  lite  Lcgislaflve  Cuinicil. 

Adopted  January  26,  183L     A  true  copv. 

E.  A.  BUUSII,  S,yrefari/. 


21sT  Congress.]  No.    898.  [2f>  Session. 

IX  FAVOR   OP    ALLOWlXfr    P.OUXTY    LAXD  TO    THE  OWXER  OF    A  SLAVE    WHO    WAS  A 

SOLDIER  IX  THE  ARMY. 

COMMUXICATEII  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  RETRESEXT.WIVES   KKBRIWRY   12,    1S31. 

Mr.  Sterigere,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resijlution  of  the 
House  of  December  31,  1830,  directing  the  committee  to  inquire  into  tlie  expediency  of  allowing 
Archibald  Jackson  the  bounty  land  due  to  James  Gammons  for  services  in  the  late  war,  reported: 

That  they  have  had  the  subject  under  consideration.  It  appears  that  the  said  James  Gammons 
enlisted  as  a  private  soldier  in  the  eleventh  regiment  of  infantry  of  the  United  States  on  June  18,  1812, 
for  the  period  of  five  years,  and  continued  in  the  service  from  the  time  of  his  enlistment  till  February  19, 
1813,  when  "he  died  in  the  service  of  the  United  States."  The  act  of  Congress  under  which  Gaminons 
was  enlisted  allows  to  "the  heirs  and  representatives  of  non-commissioned  officers  or  soldiers  who  enlisted 
for  live  years,  and  who  died  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  three  montlis'  extra  pay  and  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land."  At  the  time  of  his  enlistment  and  service  Gammons  was  the  slave  of  the  said 
Archibald   Jackson,  who  never  consented  to  the  enlistment,  but  permitted   him  to  remain  in  the  service. 
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Jackson,  as  the  ownci'  of  Gammons,  after  his  death  chiimed  the  extra  and  back  paj',  amounting'  to  thirtj'- 
seven  d<illars  and  forty-two  cents  and  the  bountj'  hmd.  Tlie  pay  was  allowed  by  the  War  Department 
and  paid  to  Jackson,  Imt  the  committee  are  infunned  that  the  department  refuse  to  grant  Jackson  a 
warrant  for  the  bounty  land  due  to  Gammons,  because  ho  was  a  slave  at  the  time  of  his  enlistment  and 
service.  A  claim  similar  to  that  of  Jackson  for  pay  was  allowed  to  the  owner  of  the  slave  bj-  the  depart- 
ment in  1S23,  but  the  committee  are  informed  no  bounty  land  was  allowed  in  that  case. 

It  appears  to  the  committee  that  the  services  rendered  by  Gammons  were  as  valuable  as  those  of  any 
other  soldier.  He  performed  the  same  services  and  duty,  and  the  United  States  are  just  as  much  bound 
to  pay  for  those  services  as  if  rendered  by  another.  And  the  ou\y  question  is,  who  are  legally  entitled  to 
the  pay  and  bounty  land  due  to  Gammons  ?  If  Jackson  had  a  legal  right  to  the  back  and  extra  pay  due 
to  Gammons,  (and  the  committee  think  he  had,)  the  committee  cannot  conceive  any  reason  why  the  bounty 
land  should  not,  also,  be  allowed  to  Jackson.  The  right  to  both  accrued  under  the  same  law,  both  were 
due  for  the  same  service,  and  the  claim  to  both  rests  on  the  same  principles.  The  owner  of  the  slave  is 
entitled  to  all  his  property,  and,  so  far  as  property  is  concerned,  is  the  legal  representative  of  the  slave. 
Hence  Archibald  Jackson,  us  tiie  legal  representative  of  Gammons,  by  the  words  of  the  law  is  entitled  to 
the  bounty  land  due  to  (lanimons,  as  well  as  the  pay  due  him  The  conunittee,  therefore,  report  a  bill 
directing  tlie  Secretary  of  War  to  issue  a  warrant  tij  said  Archibald  Jackson  for  said  bounty  land. 


21sT  Congress.)  No.    899.  f 2d  Session. 


ADVEKSE  TO  THE  CORRECTION   OF  A   DEFICIENCY  IN  QUANTITY  OF  LAND  CALLED  FOR 

IN  WARRANT. 

COMMU.VICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REFRESENT.WIVES  KEBRl'.iRV   12,   1831. 

Mr.  Sterigere,  from   the  Committee  on   Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 

Bever,  reported: 

That  the  petitimier  states  that,  as  assig'uee  of  Isaac  Craig,  he  is  the  owner  of  fractional  sections  num- 
bers 6  and  12,  township  5,  in  range  1,  said  to  contain  618.50  acres,  which  was  sold  by  the  United 
States,  at  the  sales  in  Pittsburg,  in  the  year  1790,  by  the  governor  of  the  northwestern  territory,  for  which 
a  patent  issued,  dated  February'  22,  1799,  for  which  he  paid  §2,041  05,  which  land  was  sold  under  the  act 
of  May  18,  1796;  that  he  bought  at  the  land  office,  Steubenville,  the  fractional  lots  or  sections  numbered 
17  and  IS,  in  the  same  township,  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  for  which  a  patent  issued  August  9,  1806;  that 
the  quantity  paid  for  was  839.45  acres;  that  at  the  time  he  purchased  these  sections  he  supposed  there 
was  no  deficiency  in  the  quantity;  that  he  has  since  ascertained  there  is  a  considerable  "  lackage."  He 
asks  a  remuneration  for  deficieucy  in  his  fractional  sections. 

The  petitioner  lias  submitted  to  the  committee  a  draught  and  calculation  of  said  sections,  by  which  it 
appears  there  is  a  deficiency  in  quantity  of  about  ninety-six  acres. 

The  conlmittee  think  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted;  such  stale  claims  ought  not 
to  be  countenanced.  But  there  are  other  sufficient  reasons  for  rejecting  it.  By  the  act  of  Congress  of 
Februarjr  11,  1805,  it  is  declared  that  the  quantity  expressed  in  tlie  returns  of  survey  shall  be  held  and 
considered  the  exact  quantity.  If  these  purchases  were  not  made  after  the  said  act,  the  purchasers  have 
acquiesced  so  long,  they  may  be  regarded  as  bound  bj^  its  provisions.  But,  independent  of  this  act,  it  was 
for  the  purchasers  to  see  to  the  quantity,  &c.,  and  to  have  the  returns  corrected  before  the  patent  issued, 
if  it  would  even  then  be  allowed.  It  would  not  do  for  the  government  to  consider  itself  liable  to  make  up 
deficiencies  in  lands  sold.  In  practice  there  would  be  no  reciprocity,  for  none  would  inform  the  govern- 
ment when  there  was  any  excess,  while  every  one  would  come  forward  who  has  less  than  the  quantity 
expressed  in  the  surve3's  or  patents.  It  would  be  setting  a  bad  precedent  to  allow  this  claim.  If  the 
principle  is  ever  established  that  the  purchaser  may  call  on  the  government  for  remuneration  when  his 
patent  may  happen  to  call  for  too  much,  it  would  unavoidably  create  endless  and  numberless  disputes  and 
litigation  about  the  quantity,  and  consequently  thousands  of  applications  to  Congress  for  relief.  The 
committee  think  the  petitioner  has  no  legal  or  equitable  claim  under  these  circumstances  for  relief,  and 
offer  the  following  resolution: 

Eesolced,  Tiiat  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


21sT  Congress.]  No.    900.  [2d  Session. 

ON  THE  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  THE  PLAN  OF  THE  CITY  OF  DETROIT,  IN  MICHIGAN. 

COMSIUNICATED  to  the  house   ok  RErRESENTATIVES   FEBRUARY   12,    1831. 

Mr.  Strong,  from   the  Committee  on   the  Territories,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  January  24,  1831,  the 
memorial  of  John  R.  Williams  and  others,  citizens  of  Detroit,  in  the  Michigan  Territory,  reported: 

The  old  town  of  Detroit  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1805.  In  April,  1806,  Congress  passed  a  law 
appropriating  ten  thousand  acres  of  land  in  and  adjacent  to  the^old  town,  and  authorized  the  governor 
and  judges  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan  to  lay  out  a  new  town  or  city,  to  adjust  the  land  titles,  and  dispose 
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over  them.  But  as 
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doubt  that  so  niueli 
■ity  of  Detroit  ought 
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g  the  late  war,  and 

^ ^ ,  _.    ,  ^,  — ..quence.     Al'ter  the 

plan  was  first  adopted  and  deeds  granted,  changes  were  made,  both  in  the  number  and  form  of  the  lots 
and  in  the  streets,  but  we  have  not  the  means  of  ascertaining  these  changes.  In  180T  a  plan  ot  that  part 
of  the  town  included  in  sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  6,  7,  and  8,  was  permanently  established,  and  certified  by  the 
then   governor   and  judges.     We   are   not   aware    that    any   changes   have   been   snbricr[uently    made  in 
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1)0  laid  out  in  front 
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r  communication  t(j 
liese  lot  holder.s. 
•e  think  ought  to  ho 
:'nt  to  manage  their 
s  anybody  else  can, 
over  them.  But  as 
'oceodings,  the  com- 
•t  of  1806,  and  thus 
doubt  that  so  n)uch 
■ity  of  Detroit  ought 
judges  oug-ht  to  be 
proceedings,  and  of 
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nd  deeds  granted; 
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* _^  _, .„   ^^^„  V..V,  ^^ ^quence.     After  the 

plan  was  first  adopted  and  deeds  granted,  changes  were  made,  both  in  the  number  and  form  of  the  lots 
and  in  the  streets,  but  we  have  not  the  means  of  ascertaining  these  changes.  In  180T  a  plan  ot  that  part 
of  the  town  included  in  sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  6,  7,  and  8,  was  permanently  established,  and  certified  by  the 
then   governor   and  judges.     We    are   not   aware    that    any   cliangcs   have    Ijeen   subsequently    made   in 


^ 
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of  till' laiiiis  and  ruiiiis.  Tlicy  wrrr  also  rc(|uirnl  t.iic|.,,i|  llicir  |iii.rrciliiiL;-.s.  ll  ddcsiicil  a)i|H-ar  1m  ihp 
cominitloo  that  this  has  hccii  fully  (luiir. 

Ill  .May,  ls;>0.  an  ar|  was  jiasscl  rc(|iiiiini;-  Ihciii  tn  iiansmil  Im  llic  .-^crrrlaiy  ol'  State  a  |ilaii  <<['  the 
tiiwn  (if  nrlinit.  'I'his  has  l.i-cn  rMHi|ilii'(j  with.  'I'his  plan  is  ralliil  a  "  I'lal  i.f  the  eil\-  ef  lleti.iil,  as  laid 
(lul  hy  the  ii'iivernor  and  judu-es."  and  is  dated  January  S,  Is:!l,and  eerlilieil  hy  .K'hn  j-'arnier,  l.\-  whom  it 
appears  to  have  been  made.  It  is  helieved  not  to  dilfer  essentially  IVoni  the  "  I'lan  el'  lietreii  hv  .lolin 
Jlullett,  eiig-raved  and  ))uMislieil  liy  J.  O.Lewis.  ISoO,"  e.\c<'|)t  in  the  addit  i.  in  nf  sexcral  walerlols  i'n  tVcjut 
of  those  on  Mullett's  idan.  It  is  to  this  additien  thai  the  principal  eemplaini  is  made.  The  memerialists 
allege  that  this  addition  to  an<l  extension  of  the  eity  into  ilie  lixcr  destroys  the  \alne  of  their  -water  lot.s, 
which  they  purchased  in  f;-ood  faith  and  with  the  understandini;-  that  no  lots  wia-e  to  he  laid  out  i]i  IVolit 
of  them.  The  committee,  therei'ore,  thildc  it  advisahle  to  apprii\i'  of  ■■  Farmer's  plat  ol  the  ritv  of  Detroit," 
with  the  exception  cif  the  addition  thereto,  as  mentioned  ahove.  savini;-  to  all  pers.ms  all  rii^di'ts  previously 
acquired. 

It  is  due,  however,  to  the  g-ovenior  and  judges  to  say  that  they  disclaim,  in  tln'ir  communication  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  all  authority  or  intention  to  do  any  act  which  shall  prejudice  these  lot  holders. 

The  powers  which  the  governor  and  judges  have  by  the  act  of  IbOO  the  committee  think  ought  to  be 
taken  from  thein  and  given  to  the  city.  The  citizens  of  Detroit  are  certaiidy  comiicteiit  to  manage  their 
own  afi'airs.  It  is  fair  to  presume  that  they  understand  their  own  interests  as  well  as  anyb.nly  else  can, 
and  that  they,  like  the  inhabitants  of  other  towns  or  cities,  ought  to  have  the  control  over  theiii.  But  as 
the  governor  and  judges  have  not  as  yet  rendered  a  full  account  of  their  acts  and  jn-oceedings,  the  com- 
mittee have  thought  it  due  to  tlicm  not  at  present  to  recommend  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  1806,  and  thus 
leave  them  accountable  to  the  citizens  of  Detroit.  The  committee,  however,  have  no  doubt  that  so  much 
of  the  act  of  ISOti  as  gives  power  to  the  governor  and  judges  to  lay  out  tlie  town  or  city  of  Detroit  ought 
to  be  repealed,  and  the  power  given  to  the  city  corjioration;  and  that  the  governor  and  judges  ought  to  be 
required  to  transmit  to  Congress  a  full  and  detailed  statement  of  all  their  acts  and  iirocccdings,  and  of 
the  state  of  the  funds  growing  out  of  the  trust  reposed  in  them  by  the  act  of  lSO(). 

The  committee  report  a  bill  in  conformity  with  these  sug'gestions. 


PLAN  OF  DETROIT. 
Littrrfroui  tin'  iS'ivrc/nr//  of  ,Slali\  aceoiiipanied  In/  a  /ilun  <>/-' Ihr  Imrn  af  Ihlrnit 

I>EP.\I!TMEXT  OF  St.\TE,     ]\'uyll  ilKjIiDl,  .lailUiinj   i\ .    LSoL 

The  Secretary  of  State,  in  obetlience  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  Maj'  28,  1830,  entitled  "  An  act  relative 
to  the  plan  of  Detroit,  in  Michigan  Territory,"  requiring-  the  governor  and  judges  of  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  or  any  three  of  them,  to  make  a  report  of  the  plan  of  laying  out  the  said  town,  under  and  by 
virtue  of  an  act  entitled  ■'An  act  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  titles  of  land  in  the  town  of  Detroit  and 
Territory  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  pmrposcs,"  and  further  directing  that  one  copy  ot'  the  said  plan  shall 
be  "transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State  (.if  the  L'nited  States,  to  lie  by  him  lai(.I  before  Congress,"  has 
the  honor  herewith  to  lay  before  the  House  of  Representatives  the  "I'lat  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  as  laid 
down  by  the  governor  and  judges,"  agreeably  to  the  direction  of  the  act  first  referred  to  and  lately  received 
from  them  at  this  department,  together  with  copies  (if  the  explanatory  piapers  which  have  ln'cn  alsi.i 
received  from  the  said  governor  and  judges. 

Res|iectfull v  siilunitted. 

M     V.\.\   ISUKEX. 


Detroit,  Januanj  8,  1831. 

Sir:  A.greealdy  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  "An  act  relative  to  the  plan  of 
Detroit,  in  Michigan  Territory,"  passed  May  28.  1830,  we  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  accompanying- 
plan  and  the  observations  in  explanation  thereof. 

Very  resnectfully,  sir,  we  have  the  honor  to  be  j'our  obedient  servants, 

LE\VIS  CASS,   Governor  of  3Iichii'/an  Trrri/ori/. 
W'M,  WOODBKIDliE,  our  of  the  Judi/esof  Jlk'lnyan  Territon/. 
SOLOMON  SIBLEY.  Jiulqe. 
HENRY  CHIFMAN,  JiuUie. 
Hon.  M.\UTi\  V.iN  15iRE\,  h^errctani  of  ^fatc. 


The  governor  and  judges  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  in  depositing  the  accompanying  plan  of  the 
city  of  Detroit  ag-reeably  to  the  act  of  Coiig-ress  of  May  28,  1830,  deem  it  necessary  to  annex  thereto  the 
following-  observations: 

On  the  destruction  of  the  old  town  of  Detroit,  in  1805,  an  act  of  Congress  was  passed  autliorizing  the 
governor  and  judges  of  the  Territory  to  lay  out  a  new  town,  to  adjust  the  titles,  and  grant  deeds  for  the 
lots.  In  confornnt^"  with  this  authority,  a  portion  of  the  town  was  in  1800  laid  out,  and  deeds  granted; 
but  the  original  plan  under  which  this  was  done  is  not  and  never  has  been  in  possession  of  the  present; 
board.  The  papers  relating  to  this  subject  fell  into  the  possessiim  of  the  enemy  during  the  late  war,  and 
were  dispersed,  and  many  of  them  lost,  and  great  inconvenience  has  been  the  consequence.  After  the 
plan  was  first  adopted  and  deeds  granted,  changes  were  made,  both  in  the  number  and  form  of  the  lots 
and  in  the  streets,  but  we  have  not  the  means  of  ascertaining  these  changes.  In  180"  a  plan  ot  that  part 
of  the  town  included  in  sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  6,  7,  and  8,  was  permanently  established,  and  certified  by  the 
then   governor   and  judg-es.      ^Ve    are    not    aware    that    ,iny   changis    have    been    suliscipiently    m.-ide   in 
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of  the  lancis  and  riiiuls.  'I'licy  were  alsii  iciiniinl  In  ri'imil  ilicir  |.nircc(liii<;-s.  ll  ddis  mil  ii|iiM:ir  |o  the 
coniinittee  tliat  this  has  (■rcii  lully  (Imn'. 

Ill  May,  1S30,  an  ad  was  jiasscil  ii'i|iiiriii'^-  thiiii  In  liaiismil  In  ihi'  Sicirl  aiy  nf  Stale  a  |ihui  nf  tlu; 
town  of  Detroit.  Tiiis  has  liceii  eomiilied  wilh.  'fins  phin  is  ealii  d  ;i  ■■  IMai  nf  \\\r  eiiy  nf  Hilrnil,  as  hiid 
out  by  the  i;-nvenior  and  j'udj^-es,"  and  is  dated  .lanuai-y  S,  l,s;!|,  and  ecrlilied  hy  .Inliii  farmer,  by  wlmm  it 
appears  to  have  been  made.  It  is  believed  not  tn  iblVer  essentially  IVnm  the  •' i'bin  nf  iietrnit  bv  Jnhn 
Mnilett,  eng-raved  and  jjublislicd  by  J.  O.Lewis,  isilll."  except  in  the  arhlilinn  nf  seveial  walei  Inis  in  IVniit 
of  those  on  .Mnllett's  jiian.  It  is  to  this  addition  that  the  [irineipal  emuphiinl  is  made,  'fhe  inemia  iaHsIs 
allege  that  this  additic_in  to  and  extcnsiim  of  tlie  city  into  the  livei-  destmys  ihe  \abie  nf  their  water  hits, 
which  they  purchased  in  g-ood  faith  and  with  the  nmhMslanding  thai  mi  inls  weic  (n  be  laid  nnt  iji  front 
of  them.  The  committee,  therel'ore,  thiidi  it  ad\isable  to  aii|irn\-e  nf  "  Farmer's  plat  nf  the  city  nf  Deti-oit," 
with  the  exception  of  the  addition  thereto,  as  nu'ntinned  above,  saving  tn  all  persnns  all  rights  pre\iiinsly 
acquired. 

It  is  due,  however,  to  the  governor  and  judges  to  say  that  they  disclainj,  in  their  cnmmunicatinn  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  all  authority  or  intention  tn  dn  any  act  which  shall  prejudice  these  lot  bidders. 

The  powers  which  the  governor  and  judges  have  by  the  act  of  ISOO  the  eonimittec  think  ouglif  to  bo 
taken  from  them  and  given  to  the  city.  The  citizens  of  Detroit  are  certainly  com])ctent  to  manage  their 
own  affairs.  It  is  fair  to  presume  that  they  understand  their  own  interests  as  well  as  anybody  else  can, 
and  that  they,  like  the  inhabitants  of  other  towns  or  cities,  ought  to  have  the  control  over  theiii.  Dut  as 
the  governor  and  judges  have  not  as  yet  rendered  a  full  account  of  their  acts  and  ]iroceedings,  the  com- 
nnttee  have  thought  it  due  to  them  not  at  present  to  recommend  the  repeal  of  thi'  act  of  180(5,  and  thus 
leave  them  accountable  to  the  citizens  of  Detroit.  The  committee,  however,  have  no  doubt  that  so  much 
of  the  act  of  ISOti  as  gives  power  to  the  governor  and  judges  to  lay  out  tiie  town  or  city  of  Detroit  ought 
to  be  repealed,  and  the  power  given  to  the  city  corporation;  and  that  the  governor  and  judges  ought  to  be 
required  to  transmit  to  Congress  a  full  and  detailed  statement  of  all  their  acts  and  [irocecdings,  and  of 
the  state  of  the  funds  growing  out  of  the  trust  reposed  in  them  bj-  the  act  of  1806. 

The  cnnnnitlee  repmi  a  bill  in  cnnfnrmity  with  these  sug-gestioiis. 


PLAN   OF  DETROIT. 
Ltiirr  from  Hie  Sivrvfari/  af  Htati\  ai-compunird  In/  a  jilun  nf'lhr  /nim  nf  Diiroil 

DEr.VKTMENT  OF  St.\TE,    ]]'usIi  hujIilK,  ■!(! II  nil rij  i\.    ISoi. 

The  Secretary  tif  State,  in  oLiedicnee  to  tlie  act  of  Congress  of  Maj'  28,  1830,  entitled  "  An  act  relative 
to  the  plan  of  Detroit,  in  Michigan  Territory,"  requiring  the  .governor  and  judges  of  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  or  any  three  of  them,  to  make  a  report  of  the  plan  of  laying  out  the  said  tnwn,  under  and  by 
virtue  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  titles  of  land  in  the  town  of  Detroit  and 
Territory  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  pur]ioses,"  and  further  directing  that  <ine  copy  of  the  said  plan  shall 
be  "transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  I'nited  States,  to  be  by  him  laid  befjre  Congress,"  has 
the  honor  herewith  to  lay  before  the  House  iif  liepresentatives  the  "I'lat  nf  the  city  of  Detroit,  as  laid 
down  by  the  governor  and  judges,"  agreeably  to  the  direction  of  the  act  tirst  n-ferred  In  and  lately  received 
from  them  at  this  department,  together  with  copies  nf  the  ex|ihuiatnry  piapers  which  have  lieen  also 
received  from  the  said  governor  and  judges. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


M.  VAX   BUIIEX. 


IIetkoit,  Januunj  8,  1831. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  "  An  act  relative  to  the  plan  of 
Detroit,  in  Michigan  Territory,''  passed  May  28,  1830,  we  have  the  honor  to  t'orward  the  accompanying- 
plan  and  the  observations  in  explanation  thereof. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  we  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servants, 

LE\VIS  CASS,   Governor  of  Michiqan  Terrilori/. 
\VM.  WOODP.RIDGE,  nneoftlie  j'luh/e'i  "f  Jlirliiqan  Territory. 
SOLOMON  SIBLEY,  Jmhie. 
HENRY  CHIFMAN,  Jwhje. 
Hon.  Maktix  V.\x  Buiu:n,  Seerctan/  of  State. 


The  governor  and  judges  iif  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  in  depnsiting  the  accompanying  plan  of  the 
city  of  Detroit  agreeably  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  28,  1S30,  deem  it  necessary  to  annex  thereto  the 
foUowing  observations : 

On  the  destruction  of  the  old  town  of  Detroit,  in  1805,  an  act  of  Congress  was  passed  authorizing  the 
governor  and  judges  of  the  Territory  to  laj^  out  a  new  town,  tn  adjust  the  titles,  and  grant  deeds  lor  the 
lots.  In  confnrmity  with  this  authoritj-,  a  portion  of  the  town  was  in  1800  laid  out,  and  deeds  granted; 
but  the  original  plan  under  \vhich  this  was  done  is  not  and  never  has  been  in  possession  of  the  present 
board.  The  papers  relating  to  this  subject  fell  into  the  possession  of  the  enemy  during  the  late  war,  and 
were  dispersed,  and  many  of  them  lost,  and  great  inconvenience  has  been  the  consequence.  Alter  the 
plan  was  first  adopted  and  deeds  granted,  changes  were  made,  both  in  the  niuiibcr  and  form  of  the  lots 
and  in  the  streets,  but  we  have  not  the  means  of  ascertaining  these  changes.  In  1807  a  pilan  of  that  part 
of  the  town  included  in  sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  6,  7,  and  s,  was  |iermanently  established,  and  certilied  by  the 
then   governor   and  judges.      ^Ve    are    not   awari'    thai    any   changes    have    been    subseipienlly    made   in 
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these  sectiou.s,  l)iit  as  neither  of  the  undersigned  was  tiien  a  member  of  the  board,  we  cannot  speak  from 
our  personal  knowledge  of  the  subject.  In  section  3,  water  lots  109,  110,  HI.  112,  113,  114,  115,  116 
in,  118,  and  Hit,  and  in  .section  4,  water  lots  188,  189,  190,  191,  192,  193,  191,  and  195,  have  been  subse- 
quently laid  out  to  accommodate  the  shipping  interest  of  the  C(jmnmuity,  and  to  enable  them  to  extend 
wharves  to  the  deep  waters  of  the  river. 

The  military  reservations  were  not  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  governor  and  judges,  and  they  are 
not,  therefore,  subdivided  into  lots  upon  this  plan.  They  have  since,  with  the  exception  of  three  tracts, 
been  granted  to  the  corporation  of  the  town,  and  by  them  laid  out  upon  a  different  plan,  and  many  of  the 
lots  sold.  ^Ve  have  reason  to  suppose  that  many  deeds  were  granted  before  the  alleys  were  laid  out  in 
sections  numbered  1,  2,  3,  4,  G,  7,  and  8,  as  they  are  now  e.xlabited  upon  the  plan  in  our  possession,  and 
upon  that  herewith  deposited.  Many  of  the  lots,  as  deeded,  cover  portions  of  the  alleys,  and  where  this 
fact  is  known  the  dotted  lines  represent  the  alleys  themselves,  and  the  black  lines  the  lots  as  granted; 
other  dotted  lines  show  the  boundaries  of  certain  lots,  alleys,  and  streets,  according  to  the  plan  adopted 
in  1807,  and  certified  bj'  the  then  governor  and  judges,  but  which  being  claimed  according  to  the  plan  of 
the  old  town  under  their  former  titles  by  the  proprietors,  have  been  granted  to  them  without  reference  to 
the  lines  of  the  present  city.  It  will  also  be  observed  that  three  tracts,  principally  covered  with  water 
in  section  3,  were  granted  in  1811  in  conformity  with  the  lines  of  the  old  town,  two  of  which  extend 
further  towards  the  deep  water  than  is  shown  by  the  plan  previously  adopted. 

It  is  impossible,  for  the  reasons  stated,  that  we  can  be  certain  of  the  entire  accuracy  of  this  plan.  It 
has  been  compiled  by  a  surveyor  from  the  best  materials  in  our  possession,  but  it  cannot  be  considered  as 
conclusive  evidence  in  determining  the  right  of  parties.  The  difficulty  is  confined  to  sections  1,  2,  3,  4, 
6,  7,  and  8;  all  the  others,  which  have  been  laid  out  and  established  since  the  war,  are  believed  to  be 
correct.  The  incipient  measures  in  settling  the  titles  of  lots  in  the  old  town,  in  adjusting  conflicting 
claims,  and  in  giving  deeds  for  donations,  were  taken  and  principally  carried  into  effect  before  the  war. 
These  extend  only  to  sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  6,  7,  and  8;  and  if  interfering  claims  should  hereafter  arise  in 
this  portion  of  the  town,  they  must  necessarily  be  decided  by  reference  to  the  state  of  things  at  the  time 
the  rights  of  the  parties  accrued. 

It  may  be  proper  to  add  that  claims  have  been  advanced  to  lots  112,  113,  115,  116,  117,  118,  and  9, 
in  section  3,  as  appurtenants  to  property  previously  purchased,  and  that  the  subdivision  upon  this  plan  is 
not  intended  to  prejudice  or  affect  these  claims  in  the  slightest  degree. 

LEWIS  (JASS,  Governor  of  Michigan  Territori/. 

Wil.  WOODBHIDGE,  one  of  the  Judges  of  MuMgan  Territory.      ■ 

SOLOMON  SIBLEY,  Judge. 

UENKY  CUIPMAN,  Judge  of  Slichigan  Territory. 
Detroit,  January  8,  1831. 


Detroit,  January  11,  1831. 

Sir:  We  have  tlie  honor  to  request  that  the  aucorapanying  explanatory  remarks  may  be  received  aa 
a  part  of  the  report  transmitt(-d  to  you  by  us  on  the  8th  instant,  in  the  execution  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
May  28,  1830,  re(piiring  a  i)lan  of  Detroit  to  be  forwarded  to  the  oflice  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Very  respectfully,  sir,  we  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servants, 

LEWIS  CASS,  Gorernor  of  Michigan  Territory. 

WM.  AVOODBKIDGE,  one  of  the  judges  of  Bliohigan  Territon/. 

HENRY  CIIIPMAN,  Judge. 


Detroit,  January  11,  1831. 
The  governor  and  judges  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  in  the  execution  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
May  28,  1830,  concerning  a  plan  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  beg  leave  to  submit,  in  addition  to  the  explanatory 
observations  accompanying  the  said  plan  transmitted  the  8th  instant,  tliat  in  transcribing  tlie  list  of 
water  lots  which  had  been  claimed  by  individuals  as  appurtenant  to  property  purchased  previously  to  the 
marking  of  such  lots  ujion  any  plan,  the  lots  of  this  description  in  section"4  were  accidentally  omitted. 
The  governor  and  judges  therefore  state  that  the  lots  marked  upon  the  said  plan,  and  numbered  188,  189, 
190,  191,  192,  193,  194,  and  195,  in  section  4,  are  claimed  by  individuals  as  appurtenant  to  lots  purchased 
before  the  above  numbered  lots  were  laid  out,  and  that,  in  laying  out  the  same,  the  rights  of  the  said 
individuals  were  not  intended  to  be,  nor  can  they  be  in  the  slightest  degree  impaired  or  aflected.  These 
lots  in  this  section  were  laid  out  upon  the  application  of  the  owners  of  some  of  the  adjacent  property, 
who  wished  for  a  moderate  compensation  to  quiet  any  doubt  in  their  titles  bj'  procuring  deeds  from  this 
board.  And  it  was  thought  better  to  mark  all  the  lots  in  section  4,  between  the  tracts  previously 
purchased  and  the  channel,  that  each  of  the  proprietors  might  procure  a  deed  in  the  same  way  if  he 
thought  proper;  and  if  ho  did  not,  but  determined  to  rely  upon  his  previous  claim,  this  board  then 
disclaimed  all  right  to  do  anything  which  should  affect  his  title  in  the  slightest  degree,  and  judged  it 
improper,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  purchase,  to  transfer  their  claim,  if  they  had  any,  to  another 
person. 

The  undersigned  would  also  remark  that  lot  114  was  accidentally  omitted  in  the  list  contained  in  the 
last  paragraph  of  their  explanatory  observations  before  alluded  to. 

LEWI.S  CASS,  Governor  of  Michigan  Territory. 

WM.  AYOODBRIDGE,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 

HENRY  CHIPMAN,  Judge'. 


1S31.]  PLAN    OF    THE    CITY    OF    DETROIT.  27S 


M  E  M  0  lU  A  L    O  V    C  I  T  I  /.  K  N  S    (I  K    D  F,  T  II  0  I  T . 
To  the  honorable  Hk^  Scna/e  and  JIi)it.-tc  of  Ui'iiri'sfnlalirra  nf  tin'  (Jnih-d  Slati\<  in  ( 'iiiiijr,'.<.-<  a.<sriiililfil  .- 

The  mt'inorial  nf  tlic  undcrsig-iii'd,  citizens  cf  tiu!  rnitcil  States,  luiil  inlialiilaiits  of  the  city  ol'  Pctiuil, 
respectfully  showetii:  Tiiat  the  g'dvenioi'  and  judg'es  nf  the  'l'eiTit(uy  of  .Michiivau  were  authori/.eil  hy  an 
act  of  Congress,  passed  in  the  year  180(),  to  hiy  out  a  town,  <ic.,  iVc,  and  to  icpdii  Iheir  pi'oceediugs;  and 
by  an  act  passed  (hiring  the  last  session  of  Congress  they  are  recpiired  tu  transmit  tu  the  Secretary  of 
State  a  plan  of  said  town  ov  city  fer  the  apjjroval  of  Congress. 

Your  memorialists,  feeling  a  deep  interest  in  the  prosi)erity  (if  the  eily  nf  nelrnil,  and  particidarly  in 
whatever  relates  to  the  security  of  titles  to  lots  within  the  same,  censider  it  llierefdre  their  right  and 
their  duty  to  intei|x)se  their  (daims  and  their  interest  to  counteract  tlie  imprnper,  unjust,  and  tyrannical 
acts  of  the  said  governor  and  judges  in  the  prennses. 

Although  our  language  and  remarks  may  seem  Imld,  yet  they  are  neverth(des8  founded  in  truih,  as  a 
recajiitulation  of  facts  and  the  residt  of  experience  will  show. 

First.  The  plan  has  been  altered  several  times;  lor  examide,  two  or  thre(^  ]ilaus  were  made  liy  Mr. 
Thomas  Smith  at  various  ])eriods;  one  plan  was  drafied  by  Aaron  (ireeley,  one  by  Abijali  Hull,  one  hy 
John  Mullett,  and  the  last,  pndiably  the  most  exceptionable,  was  recently  drafted  by  John  Fariu(M-. 

In  each  of  tiie  foregoing  plans  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  alterations  were  made  fi'mu  the 
original  by  altering  the  nund.iers  of  the  lots,  occasioning  thereby  great  confusion  and  uncertainty  in  the 
titles  to  the  said  lots;  by  altering  some  of  the  streets,  by  sellin.g  and  giving  deeds  for  streets  and  parts 
of  streets,  rendering  their  width  une(pud  at  several  }ioints  by  projecting  at  right  an,gles  in  some  parts  of 
the  same  street;  by  deeding  away  several  of  the  alleys,  and  by  giving  in  numerous  instances  two,  and 
probaby  in  S(.ime  cases  three  deeds  for  the  same  lot;  and  in  the  last  instance  by  layin.g  out  lots  in  deep 
water  in  the  channel  of  the  river  Detroit  in  front  of  the  lots  that  were  sold  as  the  external  or  outward 
and  front  tier  of  lots,  at  public  aucti(.in  in  the  year  ISKi,  wdiich  outward  or  front  tier  of  lots,  sold  at  the 
period  aforesaid,  have  been  docked  out  and  tilled  np  at  great  expense  by  private  individuals,  and  build- 
ings erected  therecui  for  the  accommodation  of  commerce.  That  a  plat  of  the  city  was  cxhilnted  by  an 
order  and  res(dution  of  the  said  governor  and  judges,  together  with  a  resolution  for  the  sale  of  "all  the 
water  lots,"  for  several  days  previous  to  the  public  sale  in  November,  1816;  and  that  the  return  now  on 
reo.ird  on  their  journal  is  for  the  sale  of  all  the  water  lots;  and  that  the  lots  tlius  sold  bj'  them  were  pur- 
chased by  individuals,  as  the  titles  witness,  agreeably  to  the  plan  of  the  city  then  exhibited.  That  your 
memorialists  cannot  but  consider  as  an  act  of  injiLstice,  tyranny',  and  oppression,  after  such  a  lapse  of 
time,  and  after  they  have  respectively  expended  large  sums  of  money  in  filling  up  docks  and  making- 
ground,  and  erecting  buildings  thereon,  and  iu  the  payment  of  taxes  on  said  iiro))erty,  to  lay  out  hjts 
beyond  and  in  front  of  their  improvements  in  dee]i  water,  thereby  tempting  tlie  cupidity  of  speculators  to 
purchase  in  front  of  the  improvements  of  your  memorialists,  to  cut  them  (jff  from  the  benefit  of  naviga- 
tion, and  other  their-li(j)?a  _/zf/(' privileges;  or  at  least  involve  them  in  the  necessity  of  expendin,g  large 
sums  of  m(_iney  in  litigation  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  to  secure  their  absolute,  pro 
per,  legal,  an(l  vested  rights  to  the  lots  and  property  in  (piestion. 

And  it  is  respectfullj'  asked  what  security  will  the  prddic  or  individuals  ever  have  so  long  as  the 
governor  aiid  judges  of  the  Territory  of  Miclii.c-an  shall  have  the  mana,gement  of  "the  Detroit  fund,"  so 
called  liy  them;  tliat  even  after  the  present  and  recent  alteration,  that  so  soon  as  individuals  shall  fill  up 
again,  or  make  additional  improvements  over  the  navigable  waters,  tliat  they  will  not  a,g-ain  and  again 
laj'  out  and  sell  more  lots,  until  they  shall  even  extend  beyond  the  national  bomidary,  in  the  middle  of  the 
river  Detroit  ?  Moreover,  your  memorialists  have  paid  a  large  auKUint  in  taxes  on  said  property,  and 
have  otherwise  contributed  liberally  to  the  iiniirovenieut  of  the  city  of  ])etroit  and  the  Territory  in 
general. 

Your  memorialists  are  fully  apprehensive  that  the  seeds  and  sources  of  litigation  have  already  been 
abundantly  sowed  by  the  acts  of  the  said  g(jvernor  and  judges  within  the  city  of  Detinit;  anil  that  [los- 
terity,  as  well  as  the  present  generation,  will  have  abundant  cause  to  a[ipreciate  their  services  and 
agency  in  procuring  that  execrable  restdt. 

The  ostensible  reason  which  we  understand  is  assigned  for  such  extraordinary  conduct  is  that  the  said 
g(jvernor  and  judges  want  money  to  )iay  the  debts  of  the  Detroit  fund.  And  why  do  they  want  money? 
Because  they  have  expended  several  thousand  dollars  in  making  alterations,  new  surveys,  new  plans,  and 
a  variety  of  other  expenditures  not  authorized  by  the  act  of  Congress. 

It  is  also  alleged  that  the  amount  fif  money  or  certificates  issued  by  them  several  years  since,  and 
bearing  interest,  is  still  considerable;  that  in  case  the  fund  should  fall  short  it  is  believed  that  they,  li.y 
their  acts,  have  made  themselves  individiialhj  liable  to  redeem  said  certificates. 

Y'our  memorialists  are  thereb)re  imbice(l  to  suggest  t(.)  your  honorable  body  whether  it  would  not  be 
proper  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  acts  and  doings  of  the  said  governor  and  judges,  and  their  manage- 
ment of  the  said  fund,  especially  wlien  it  is  considered  that  a  period  of  twenty-five  years  has  elapsed 
since  the  trust  was  confi(ied  to  theni,  and  that  they  have  never  reported  or  made  public  their  proceedings 
in  the  premises.  It  wcaild  therefore  seem  to  be  high  time  that  your  honorable  body  should  inteipose  to 
protect  and  save  the  rights  of  your  memorialists  and  of  this  community. 

Sincerely  impressed  with  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  the  national  administration,  your  memorialists 
respectfully  solicit  that  such  early  and  prompt  attention  may  be  given  to  the  ]iremises  as  their  importance 
to  the  interests  of  this  community  would  justify. 

And  your  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  will,  etc.  JAMES  CAMPAU. 

0.  COON. 

D.   FKEXCII, 

PETEll  DESXOYERS. 

HEXKY  SANDERSON. 

PETER  J.  DESNOYERS. 

ANTOINE   DE(n'INDRE. 

THEO.  AV  ILL  I A  MS. 

JOHN  i;.  WILLIAMS. 

JOHN  DEWELL. 

JOHN  ROBERTS. 

H.  CAMPAU. 
Detroit,  January  1,  1831.  WILLIAM  BROWN. 
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PETITION  OF  THE  CORFOR.iTE  AUTHORITIES  OF  DETROIT  RELATIVE  TO  THE  PLAN  OF  THAT  PLACE. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Stales: 

The  undersigned,  mayor,  i-ecorder,  and  aldermen  of  tlie  city  of  Detroit,  in  behalf  of  the  freemen  of  said 
city,  beg-  leave  respectfully  to  represent  to  your  honorable  body,  that  by  an  act  of  Congress  approved  21st 
April,  1806,  the  governor  and  judges  of  Michigan  Territory  were  authorized  and  empowered  "to  lay  out 
a  town,  including  the  whole  of  the  old  town  of  Detroit,  and  ten  thousand  acres  adjacent,  excepting  such 
parts  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  sliall  direct  to  be  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  military  depart- 
ment; and  shall  hear,  examine,  and  finallj-  adjust  all  claims  to  lots  therein,  and  give  deeds  for  the  same, 
&c.,  &c.;  and  tiie  said  governor  and  judges  are  required  to  make  a  report  to  Congress,  in  writing,  of  their 
proceedings  under  this  act.'' 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  act  your  petitioners  believe  that  the  governor  and  judges,  for  the  time 
being,  have  g-ranted  many  lots  of  g-round  in  said  city,  agreeably  to  various  and  different  plans,  whereby 
much  confusion  has  arisen,  and  probable  insecurity  of  title  to  lots.  Your  petitioners,  so  far  as  they  have 
been  able  to  investigate  this  matter,  are  of  opinion  that  a  plan  of  said  city  was  made  and  adopted  by  the 
then  governor  and  judges  in  April,  1807,  which  should  have  governed  all  subsequent  grants  of  lots,  and 
established  all  streets,  lanes,  and  alleys  within  said  city;  but  your  petitioners  have  discovered,  in  attempt- 
ing to  open  and  improve  said  streets,  lanes,  and  alleys,  that  in  many  instances  the  grounds  covered  by 
them,  agreeably  to  said  plan,  have  been  included  within  the  lots  subsequently  deeded  to  individuals  by 
the  governor  and  judges,  thus  rendering  it  impracticable,  in  most  instances,  to  open  the  streets,  &c., 
agreeably  to  said  plan,  and  consequently  excluding  many  individuals  from  all  access  to  the  rear  of  their 
lots,  contrary  to  the  original  design  of  said  plan.  Owing  to  this  variance  of  plans,  the  present  inhabitants 
are  not  only  sulijected  to  great  inconvenience,  such  as  many  of  them  could  not  have  anticipated  at  the 
time  when  lots  were  granted  to  them  under  the  act  of  Congress,  but  the  corporate  authorities  find  it 
impossible  to  sustain  that  police  essential  to  the  health  and  convenience  of  the  city.  The  same  street  is 
in  some  places  sixty  feet  wide,  in  others  fift}',  and  again  but  forty.  Alleys  intended  by  the  aforesaid  plan 
to  run  through  a  block  of  lots  are,  in  most  instances,  interrupted  by  grants  of  lots  extending  so  far  in 
depth  as  to  cover  them.  In  short,  so  many  alterations  and  such  variety  of  plans  have  been  pursued  by 
different  boards  of  governors  and  judges  during-  the  twenty-three  years  which  have  elapsed  since  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act  aforesaid,  that  your  petitioners  know  of  no  other  method  by  which  the  freemen  of  this  city 
can  determine  what  is  tlie  plan  of  Detroit,  or  their  titles  to  lots  therein,  except  by  praying  that  a  law  may 
be  passed,  requiricg  the  governor  and  judges  to  report,  witliiu  some  limited  time,  a  plan  of  this  city; 
which  plan  shall  have  been  recorded  previously  to  its  transmission,  and  shall  be  thereafter  unalterable, 
unless  disapproved  by  Congress. 

J.  KEARSLEY,  3Iayor. 

JOSEPH  W.  TORREY,  Recorder. 

N.  BROOKS, 

R.  GILLET, 

H.  Y.  DISBROW, 

PETER  DESNOYERS, 

H.  M.  CAMPBELL, 

B.  CAMPAU, 

THOMAS  PALMER, 

Aldermen. 
Detroit,  Nocembrr  30,  1829. 


Tlie  Committee  on  Terrilorics,  to  tchom  icas  referred  the  petition  of  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen  of  the 

cily  cf  Detroit,  reported  : 

The  petitioners  ask  for  the  passage  of  a  law  requiring  the  governor  and  judges  of  the  Territory  of 
Michigan  to  report,  within  a  limited  time,  a  plan  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  to  be  adopted  as  the  plan  of  that 
citj',  unless  disapproved  by  Congress.  The  committee  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  petition  itself,  and  the 
letter  of  the  mayor  of  Detroit,  for  a  detailed  statement  of  the  facts  and  reasons  upon  which  the  ajiplication 
is  founded;  and  believing  in  the  propriet\'  of  legislating  on  this  subject,  at  present,  so  far  only  as  to  require 
the  governor  and  judges  to  report  the  plan  upon  which  the  town  of  Detroit  was  laid  out  under  the  act  of 
1806,  submit  the  accompanying  bill: 

A  BILL  relative  to  the  plan  of  Detroit,  in  Michigan  Terrilory. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rejjre.'ientatives  of  the  United  Slates  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled,  That  the  governor  and  judges  of  the  Territorj'  of  Michigan,  or  any  three  of  them,  are  hereby 
required  to  make  a  report  of  the  plan  of  laying  out  the  town  of  Detroit,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act 
entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  titles  of  land  in  the  town  of  Detroit,  and  Territory  of 
Michigan,  and  for  otiier  purposes,"  passed  21st  April,  1806,  one  copy  of  which  shall,  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  January  next,  be  deposited  and  recorded  in  the  ofBce  of  the  secretary  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
and  another  copy  transmitted  to  tlie  Secretary  of  State  of  the  L'nited  States,  to  be  by  him  laid  before 
Congress. 


To  his  excellency  the  governor  and  the  honorable  judges  of  the  Terrilory  of  Michigan: 

From  the  irregularities  which  have  crept  into  the  survey  of  tlie  cit}',  it  becomes  necessary  to  explain 
the  several  causes. 

After  the  conflagration  of  the  old  town,  in  the  year  1805,  the  city  was  laid  off  on  a  new  model,  and 
with  as  much  care  and  accuracy  as  it  was  possible.     The  plan  was  taken  to  Boston  and  Washington,  and 
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afterwards  deposited  iu  the  lcf;-islativo  lioard  ni'  tliis  Territory;  lnit  nnfortnnately  tlie  necessary  precaution 
was  not  taken,  and  the  plan  fell  into  the  Iiands  nf  Mr.  Hull,  survcy.ii',  wlm  clrcw  from  it  several  otlnn'  plans, 
diflerent  from  the  orig-inal,  and  also  ilillerini;'  IVom  each  nIhiM-,  as  well  in  thr  rni'asnreinent  as  in  the  nunihors 
of  lots.  Deeds  were  issued  upon  all  those  jjlans,  ami  nu  reL^'ular  rcniril  was  l<cp(,  so  it  licciiinc  impussihle 
to  know  what  lots  were  granted  or  nns-ranlril. 

Subsequently  the  orig'inal  plan  fell  intn  tli<'  hands  ol'  Aanm  (:r<'ely,  surveyor,  iu  wIkisc  house  it  was 
seen  in  a  broken  window,  keepinij;  out  the  wealher,  and  iu  whose  hands  it  disappeared.  After  this  there 
was  no  g'uide,  no  index  to  the  original  locations,  aud  the  old  boundaries  were  also  pulled  up;  so  that,  after 
the  close  of  the  war  in  1815,  the  confu.sion  was  so  great  that  the  new  board,  under  the  administration  (jf 
Governor  Cass,  could  not  proceed  to  the  granting  of  any  more  lots. 

In  1810,  all  deeds  and  records  that  could  be  found  were  examined;  and  from  the  schedule  of  iiames 
thus  collected,  a  new  plan  was  constructe<l,  but  not  without  sijme  degree  of  uncertainty,  although  it  is 
presumed  that,  if  it  had  been  followed,  it  was  the  only  meilium  by  wliii'h  the  lioard  might  have  evaded  the 
greatest  i)art  of  the  ditliculty  that  has  presented. 

In  the  compilement  of  the  plan  from  collected  materials,  IIull's  book  of  sections  was  kept  in  view;  but 
as  there  was  a  standing  resolve  of  the  board  that  "the  jirinciiile  of  the  plan  was  nc.it  to  be  deviated  fnmi," 
some  ditference  unavoidably  occurred,  to  wit:  Isf.  In  a  corner  hit  Xo.  — ,  section  — ,  in  the  book  of  sections. 
2d.  Between  the  militarj' scpiare  and  the  graveyard,  where  Mr.  Hull  violated  the  plan.  od.  In  some  of  the 
water  lots,  where  the  surve3'or,  Greely,  altered  the  numbers,  courses,  and  the  area  of  lots.  4th.  Two  names 
upon  one  lot  si.gnifj-  two  claimants;  and  where  two  numbers  appear,  they  were  intended  to  correspond  with 
the  title  already  issued,  as  well  as  with  the  plan;  and  as  to  two  deeds  having'  issued  for  the  same  lot,  it  is 
not  surprising,  when  considered  that  no  correct  record  was  kept  by  the  tirst  board,  and  that  the  original 
plan  was  altered  and  at  last  disappeared.  Such  mistakes  were  not  unexpected,  and  that  continually  some 
old  claims  would  turn  up  that  were  not  known  when  the  last  plan  in  1816  was  compiled:  and  latterly  it 
was  discovered  that  boundaries  were  put  down  by  a  short  chain,  which  must  have  caused  insurmountable 
difficulties,  and  therefore  it  would  be  well  that  every  surveyor  sliould  first  study  the  jirinciple  of  the  plan 
that  the  ba.se  was  first  laid  down,  which,  upon  mathematical  principles,  governs  all  subordinate  bases, 
courses,  distances,  and  the  areas  of  lots;  and  by  whatever  chain  the  base  was  laid  down,  it  is  demonstrable 
that  tlie  same  measurement  must  be  continueil  throughout,  or  no  angle  will  close,  no  lot  will  have?  its  true 
situation  and  corrt'spondent  measurement. 

Mr.  S.  begs  leave  to  sugg'est  to  the  lioard,  that  however  injudicious  matters  wer(.'  formerly  conducted, 
as  well  to  surveys  as  records,  he  cannot  see  any  difficulty  but  what  may  be  got  (jver.  That  all  locations 
made  by  the  last  plan  of  1816  the  pmpridorii  cannot  rr^urt  to  any  other;  and  that  from  casualties  it  was  a 
medium  constructed  for  the  general  good. 

Mr.  S.  further  states  that  Mr.  Justice  Woodward  was  authorized  liy  the  first  board,  under  the  adminis- 
tration of  Governor  Hull,  to  superintend  the  survey  of  the  city,  and  that  the  original  plan  was  drawn  under 
his  inspection.  That  that  plan  was  rendered  plain  and  practicable,  and  none  of  the  mistakes  whicli  now 
appear  could  possibly  have  happened  had  it  been  preserved  and  strictly  adhered  to.  The  numbers  began 
at  a  right  angle,  aud  then  progressivelj'  round  the  section.  But  the  by-corners,  siuuc  inner  streets,  and  the 
alteration  of  numbers  were  afterwards  made,  and  have  much  disfigured  the  plan,  and  were  always  contrary 
to  Mr.  S.'s  idea  of  propriety. 

The  principle  of  the  plan  was  a  continuation  of  an  equilateral  triangle,  fmt  the  two  hundred  feet  street 
alone  altered  its  proportions;  and  after  the  several  changes  the  plan  has  undergone,  it  is  a  quere  now  if 
the  word  "principle"  is  applicable  to  the  plan. 

To  remedy  tlie  evils,  Mr.  S.  would  propose,  where  the  numbers  of  the  deed  arc  diffei'ent  from  the  plan, 
to  insert  both;  and  that  any  section  in  which  the  numbers  are  confused,  to  be  numbered  anew,  and  the 
same  number  be  inserted  in  the  deed,  as  well  as  the  old  numVier. 

THOMAS  SMITH. 

Detroit,  Mai/  10,  1821. 


To  his  e.rceUencij  the  governor  and  the  honorable  the  Jud<je^  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan  : 

Mr.  Smith  begs  leave  to  state  that  the  blue  ])lan,  which  w-as  laid  before  the  board  on  the  18tli  instant, 
appears  to  be  a  copy  of  the  original  drawn  by  him  in  1805.  The  plan  was  correctly  laid  down  b}'  the 
theodolite,  and  how  it  came  to  be  altered  is  a  matter  that  requires  investigation. 

It  appears  that  Mr.  Hull,  the  survej^or,  made  very  material  alterations,  and  which  is  seen  by  two  of  his 
plans  now  in  the  board.  Secondly,  Mr.  Greely,  another  surveyor,  also  made  deviations,  and  all  these  devia- 
tions were  sanctioned,  as  appears  by  the  book  plan,  and  the  titles  issued. 

In  1816,  after  the  elapse  of  eleven  years,  Mr.  S.  was  again  requested  to  make  a  second  plan,  and  to 
adjust  the  diflSctdties  that  then  presented.  But  he  found  it  impossible  to  conform  to  the  many  deviations, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  embrace  the  exact  description  of  every  title  that  had  issued,  and  particularly  as 
there  was  no  index  to  many  of  the  locations;  yet  a  second  plan  was  constructed  by  Mr.  S.  in  the  best 
manner  the  nature  of  the  case  would  admit,  called  the  plan  of  1816. 

Mr.  S.  is  informed  that  other  deviations  Iiave  been  made,  and,  therefore,  in  justice  to  himself,  lest  at  a 
future  day  any  incorrectness  may  be  imputed  to  him,  he  prays  the  honorable  board  to  be  pleased  to  have 
the  substance  of  this  his  declaration  entered  on  record,  as  well  as  his  former  statements;  and  recommends 
(as  the  first  plan  of  1805,  from  the  several  changes,  cannot  now  be  referred  to  as  a  criterion)  that  the  plan 
of  1816  be  carried  into  effect,  as  it  may  avoid  most  of  the  difficulties  that  the  several  changes  fancj'  might 
have  occasioned. 

Mr.  S.  further  recommends  to  the  ciinsideration  of  the  honorable  board  to  have  permanent  monuments 
at  the  outward  angles  of  every  section,  and  not  to  extend  the  plan  any  further  than  the  limits  of  the 
common,  leaving  the  practicability  and  commodiousness  of  the  scheme  to  future  experience.  That  the 
sections  be  drawn  and  bound  into  a  book,  with  the  courses,  distances,  and  the  names  of  the  grantees; 
and  also  another  plan,  of  a  cimvenient  size,  for  a  plate,  accompanied  hj  a  book  cif  reference,  by  which 
the  original  titles  may  be  perpetuated  bevond  ordinary  casualties. 

All  which  Mr.  Smith,  very  respectfidly.  submits. 

May  24,  1821 
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Washington  City,  February  3,  1831. 

Sir:  In  settling'  the  snlijoct  matter  of  the  plan  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  so  as  to  quiet  the  titles  and 
establish  the  rights  of  the  several  proprietors  of  lots,  I  am  aware  that  a  tissue  of  ditficultics  seems 
to  bo  presented  at  the  first  view  of  the  subject,  some  of  which  may  be  irremediable  to  j'our  honorable 
body,  and  must,  perhaps,  remain  subject  to  judicial  investitratioii  and  settlement.  Cases  of  that  descrip- 
tion occur  in  most  places,  which  it  is  very  desirable  to  guard  against  and  avert,  whenever  it  may  be 
practicable. 

In  executing"  the  provisions  and  requisites  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  ISOti,  in  the  laying  out  the 
town,  granting  titles  to  lots,  and  other  matters,  the  history  of  those  transactions  atfords  a  picture  of 
capriciousness,  instabilit_y,  carelessness,  and  casualty,  seldom,  if  ever,  excelled  in  the  local  settlement  and 
history  of  any  tdwn  within  the  Union,  llow  much  of  the  evils  -which  have  and  may  How  from  these 
sources  of  inattention  and  unsj-stematic  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  g'ovcrnor  and  judges,  time  alone  can 
fully  develop  and  demonstrate. 

Thus  it  would  seem  that  there  is  some  pretext,  clothed  at  least  with  plausibility,  to  offer  respecting 
the  transactions  antecedent  to  the  war.  How  far  that  apology,  which,  in  fact,  is  based  in  inattention  and 
carelessness,  should  cover  all  the  subsequent  illegal  acts  and  irregular  proceedings  of  the  said  governor 
and  judges,  is  for  your  honorable  body  to  determine. 

Commencing,  then,  with  their  proceedings  in  1816:  they  procured  their  original  surveyor,  Mr.  Thomas 
Smith,  to  make  a  new  plan  of  the  town  from  his  own  knowledge,  and  the  best  materials  which  he  could 
obtain.  In  the  mean  time  there  was,  and  there  is  still  extant,  in  the  possession  of  the  governor  and  judges, 
an  original  book  plan  of  the  several  sections  of  the  town,  laid  out  before  the  war,  dated  in  1807,  signed 
by  William  Hull,  governor,  and  attested  by  the  then  secretary.  It  is  presumed  that  Mr.  Smith  had  also 
the  benefit  of  this  source  of  information  to  aid  him  in  completing  the  plan  of  181G.  This  plat  was  on  a 
large  scale,  at  least  six  feet  square,  and  was  the  one  exhibited  at  all  the  public  sales  which  took  place 
subsequently.  It  ought  to  have  been  carefully  preserved.  The  last  time  I  saw  it  was  about  a  year  since; 
it  was  then  still  in  the  possession  of  the  secretaiy  to  the  goveror  and  judges,  but  was  much  tattered,  torn, 
and,  in  many  parts,  almost  oblitei'ated. 

The  governor  and  judges  have  repeatedly  and  rciteratedly  been  requested  to  cause  that  plan  to  be 
carefully  ])reserved  and  engraved,  with  a  view  to  pei'iietuate  it  beyond  ordinary  casualties. 

The  engraved  copies  that  are  now  extant  were,  however,  procured  to  be  done  by  private  subscription; 
the  necessitj'  of  which  was  dictated  by  motives  of  protection  to  the  private  rights  of  individuals.  The 
first  plan  was  engraved  under  the  care  of  the  late  Mr.  Judd,  then  a  surveyor  of  the  Territory;  he  was 
believed,  by  all  who  knew  him,  to  be  well  qualified  in  every  particular  to  execute  that  trust;  and,  as  far 
as  my  own  observation  has  enabled  me  to  judge,  the  plan  which  he  caused  to  bo  engraved  was  in  the 
main  veiy  correct,  and  liable  to  very  few  objections,  and  those  principally  relating  to  alleys  that  had,  in 
some  instances,  been  deeded  away  by  the  governor  and  judges. 

After  the  grant  was  made  by  Congress  to  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Detroit  of  the  military 
reservation,  (so  called,)  a  project  was  started  to  alter  the  whole  plan  of  the  city,  so  as  to  establish  it 
uniformly  at  right  angles.  To  this  project,  -which  would  have  been  in  the  origin  a  wise  and  acceptable 
one,  great  objections  existed,  -u-hich  became  more  and  more  obvious  and  plain  as  the  subject  was  exan-iined 
into.  After  much  individual  etrort,  public  meetings,  and  even  legislative  enactments  by  the  legislative 
council,  to  authorize  the  corporation  to  alter  the  plan  of  the  city,  the  project  was,  upon  public  retlection, 
abandoned  as  impracticable.  It  was,  however,  deemed  a  sort  of  compron-iise  between  the  proprietors  of 
lots  in  various  parts  of  the  city  and  the  corporation,  j'ielding  to  the  municipality  so  far  as  to  allow  them 
to  lay  out  the  ground  which  they  had  acquired  from  the  United  States  in  their  own  way;  -ndiich  they 
accordingly  laid  out  at  right  angles,  so  far  as  circumstances  would  enable  them.  The  corporation,  for 
several  j-ears  past,  have  employed  Mr.  John  Mullett,  a  gentleman  both  intelligent  and  well  qualified,  as  the 
city  surveyor.  After  the  new  grounds  had  been  laid  out,  and  a  considerable  proportion  tlierecjf  purchased 
by  individuals,  the  public  bccaijie  an.xious  and  desirous  to  have  another  plat  nf  the  city,  with  the  improve- 
ments and  alterations  made  since  that  published  by  Mr  Judd.  Mr.  Mullett  -was  therefore  employed,  by 
the  unanimous  consent  of  all  parties,  to  prepare  and  execute  that  work.  The  result  is  the  map  published 
in  1830,  engraved  by  J.  0.  Lewis;  five  hundred  copies  -were  subscribed  for  by  the  citizens  of  Detroit,  at  one 
dollar  each.  As  far  as  my  own  observation  and  the  information  and  remarks  of  others  have  enabled  me 
to  judge,  I  believe  that  map  of  the  city  to  be  as  authentic  and  correct  as  any  work  of  the  kind  can 
ordinarily  be. 

Upon  examination  of  all  the  maps  above  and  within  mentioned,  down  to  that  published  in  1830,  you 
-will  perceive  that  the  innovations  made,  and  recently  reported  to  Congress,  by  the  governor  and  judges, 
do  not  appear.  This,  therefore,  establishes  the  fact  that  the  said  governor  and  judges  have  taken  upon 
themselves  the  latitude  to  make  a  plan  essentially  new  in  some  of  its  parts,  and  therefore  highly  objec- 
tionable, inasmuch  as  the  parts  recently  laid  down  by  them  interfere  materially  with  private  vested  rights. 
Now,  to  confirm  this  new  plan  would  evidently  be  a  direct  interference,  tending  to  prejudice  private 
rights,  which,  it  is  very  desirable,  should  be  avoided. 

At  the  first  view  of  the  subject  after  I  had  the  honor  of  appearing  before  your  committee,  from  the 
strong  and  anxious  desire  which  I  entertained  to  have  the  matter  finally  put  to  rest,  that  we  should  have 
no  further  innovations  nor  alterations  in  the  plan  of  our  devoted  city,  my  mind  seized  upon  the  first  expe- 
dient as  an  alternative,  to  acquiesce  in  the  opinion  suggested  of  approving  the  late  new  plan,  with  a 
proviso  reserving  private  riglits.  That  course,  in  mj^  opinion,  would  place  us  (the  lot  owners)  in  a  worse 
situation  than  we  would  be  without  the  action  of  Congress  on  the  subject.  It  would  evidently  lead  to 
the  conclusion  that  Congress  were  disposed  to  sanction  even  the  unauthorized  acts  of  the  governor  and 
judges;  and  particularly  the  laying  out  of  additional  lots  in  front  of  those  claimed  by  the  proprietors. 
The  reasons  assigned  bj-  the  governor  and  judges  for  this  last  proceeding  are  merely  plausible,  but  -with- 
out the  color  of  necessitj^.  There  are,  also,  further  objections  to  their  new  plat.  It  may  contain  many 
other  errors  and  alterations  which  it  will  require  time,  experience,  and  careful  examination  to  detect, 
whereas  the  plat  engraved  in  1830  has  been  in  use,  and  in  the  hands  of  the  community  for  which  it  is 
designed,  for  several  months  past.  The  corporation  of  the  city  (of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  the  head) 
subscribed  for  twelve  copies  of  this  plat,  and  have  since  uniformly  referred  to  it  on  all  occasions,  without 
having  discovered  any  errors  or  objections  to  it.  Under  the  various  circumstances  and  changes  that 
have  been  alluded  to,  it  would  be  hopeless  to  expect  that  a  plat,  perfect  in  all  its  parts,  and  that  would 
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meet  and  obviate  all  diflk'illt.ics  wliatrvrr,  could  br  devised  at  pri'seiit.  Such  a  desideratum  ran  nnly  be 
attained  witii  time,  and  the  ubservauce  of  f;-i'cat  care  iii  the  detei-tiim  and  cniTecl  inn  of  errors  and  ine,L;'U- 
laritie.s  bj'  tiie  municipal  autliority  of  tlii"  place. 

You  will  readily  have  ob.served.  sir,  that  the  dillerenee  e.xistiTit;'  belween  llie  };-overniir  and  judg'C.s 
and  the  hit  owners,  particularly  since  their  supphanentary  explanatinns,  is  not  material.  They  have 
narrowed  down  their  clain),  to  use  their  own  lan;4'iiaj;c,  to  "a  trilliui;'  consideration,"  A:e.  Jbit  the  |irin- 
cipal  point  at  issue  is  the  principle  involved — whether  they  had  a,  rig'ht  to  lay  out  more  lots,  after  a  lapse 
of  fourteen  years,  in  front  of  water  lots,  sold  as  front  lots,  bordering-  the  mivigable  ohaniK/l  ?  On  that, 
subject  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  sworn  extracts  of  their  resolutions.  TIk^  testimony  of  many  living- 
■witnesses  can  be  adduced  to  the  same  ell'ect. 

The  necessity  of  these  presentments  to  your  honorable  cnimnittee  has  n(.it  originated  with  the  pro- 
prietors. The  course  adopted  by  the  governor  and  juilges  has,  nevertheless,  placed  them  under  the 
necessity  of  self-defence,  and  the  protection  of  your  homu-able  body,  to  counteract  what  was  and  is  still 
believed  to  be  an  unwarrantable  violation  of  private  rights. 

The  undersigned  has  llicrefore  been  induced  to  sidiject  himself  to  \\\r  expenses  and  loss  of  lime  inci- 
dent to  a  journey  and  sojourn  in  this  capital,  principall}-  on  account  of  tlie  foreg-oing  premises.  The 
governor  and  judges  are  the  agents  of  the  government  of  tlie  United  States  whilst  acting  under  the  laws 
of  Congress;  the  wrongs  done  to  individuals  by  their  official  acts  inesent  at  least  an  equitable  claim  to 
the  justice  of  the  national  government.  It  is,  therefore,  respectfully  suggested  that,  to  quiet  all  future 
controversies,  which  are  always  injurious  to  the  prosperity  and  growth  of  connnercial  towns  and  ruinous 
to  private  individuals,  the  plan  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  published  by  John  Mullet  and  engraved  by  J.  0. 
Lewis  in  1830,  be  approved  by  Congress,  reserving  to  the  respective  owners  of  property  all  private  rights 
which  may  conflict  with  said  plan;  and  that  the  owners  of  water  lots  t'ronting  and  adjacent  to  the  channel 
of  tlie  river  Detroit  shall  and  may  be  at  libertj-  to  dock  out,  in  front  of  their  respective  lots,  to  the  navi- 
gable channel  of  said  river;  and  that  the  power  heretofore  given  to  the  governor  and  judges  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan  by  the  a<:ts  of  Congress  passed  in  the  years  180(5  and  1830,  &c.,  be  revoked,  and  the 
said  acts  repealed;  and  the  settlement  of  the  Detroit  fund  (.so  called)  be  hereafter  vested  in  the  mayor, 
recorder,  aldermen,  and  freemen  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  saving  all  private  rights  and  claims  that  have  and 
maj'  accrue  against  the  said  fund.     All  of  which  is  very  respectfully  submitted. 

At  the  same  time  permit  me,  sir,  to  express,  througii  you,  to  the  members  of  your  honorable  conjrnittee 
the  grateful  sense  of  feiding  wdiicli  I  entertain  for  the  polite  and  indulgent  treatment  which  I  have  expe- 
rienced, for  -which  I  ask  von,  sir,  and  each  member  individuallv,  to  accept  mv  sim^ere  thanks. 

^JOIIX   K.  WILLIAM.S. 

Hon.  James  Cl.4rk,  Chairman  if  the  Commi/lce  on  Ternlories,  £x'. 


21.ST  CoxGRESs.l  No.   901.  [2n  Session-. 


APPLIC.VTION    OF    ILLIXOIS    FOR    ADDITIONAL    GRANT    OF    .SALIXF    RESERVE,    AVITII 

POWER    TO    SELL    TIIE    SAME. 

COMMUXle.VTEIl  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REl'RESEXT.VTIVKS  FElU'.l  ARY    14,    1S31. 

Hciolredl))/  till'  .■;('nali'  and  liousp.  of  n'pre.-Tnfalivrs,  That  our  senators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  our 
representatives  requested,  to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  have  a  law  passed  by  Congress  raising  the 
restrictions  and  authorizing  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois  to  cause  to  be  selected,  and  an  absolute 
sale  thereof  made,  of  twenty  thousand  acres  (in  addition  to  the  grant  of  tlnrty  thousand  acres  heretofore 
made)  of  the  Ohio  or  (iallatin  County  Saline  Reserve;  the  selection  to  be  made  so  as  not  to  interfere 
with  or  injure  the  manufactory  of  salt. 

And  also  a  law  authorizing-  a  sale  and  final  disposition  of  the  wliole  of  the  Saline  Reserve  on  the  Big- 
Vermilion  river,  in  Vermilion  county. 

We  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  resolution  adopted  liy  the  general  assendily  of  the 
State  of  Illinois  at  their  present  session. 

JESSE  B.  THOMAS,  Jr.,  Sn;-rfan/  to  th-  Srnatr. 

DAVID  PRICKETT,   Clerk  of  the  iloii>=e  rf  Beprexentafives. 
Vaxdalia,  January  22,  1831. 


21sT  Congress.]  No.    902.  f2n  Session. 

APPLICATION   OF   INDIANA   FOR  A   GRANT  OF    LAND    FOR  A  ROAD   FPOM    MADISON  TO 

INDIANOPOLIS,  IX  THAT  STATE. 

C05LMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF   REPRESENT.ATIVES  FEBRUARY    14,    1831. 

A  JOINT  KESOLTTTION   relative  to  an  appropriation  of  land   to  aiJ   in  the  improvement  of  the  State  road  leading  from 

Madison  to  Indianapolis. 

"Whereas  the  State  road  leading  from  Madison,  on  the  Ohio  river,  by  way  of  Vernon,  Columbus,  and 
Franklin,  to  Indianapolis  has  become  a  mail  route  of  very  considerable  inipiortance,  it  being  the  most 
direct  route  from  the  seat  of  government  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  to  the   capital  of  this  State,  and — 
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Whereas  a  mail  stage-coach,  last  summer  and  a  part  of  last  f;dl,  ran  on  said  State  road,  but  was 
discontinued  in  consequence  of  the  bad  condition  of  the  same,  and — 

Whereas  the  said  State  road  will,  in  a  few  years,  become  one  of  the  most  important  mail  routes  in 
the  western  conntrj',  and  one  of  the  principal  avenues  of  communication  between  the  interior  of  the  State 
and  the  Ohio  river,  and — 

AVhereas  the  poinilation  on  and  adjacent  to  said  road  is  so  scattering  that  they  are  unable  to  repair 
the  same  without  aid  from  some  source  or  other,  and — 

W'hcreas  there  is  a  great  quantity  of  unappropriated  land  of  an  inferior  quality  lying  along  and  in  the 
vicinity  of  said  road,  which  has  been  in  market  from  eleven  to  twenty  years,  a  small  part  of  which,  if 
appropriated  to  the  repairing  said  road,  would  have  a  tendency  to  enhance  the  value  of  the  residue  of 
said  land,  and  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  public  by  facilitating  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  mer- 
chandise, and  products  of  the  country:  Therefore 

Resolved  hij  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  That  our  senators  be  instructed,  and  our  repre- 
sentatives requested,  to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  obtain  from  Congress  a  donation  of  twenty-five 
sections  of  the  said  unappropriated  land,  to  be  laid  out  in  the  improvement  of  that  part  of  said  State 
road  which  lies  between  tlie  nortli  lino  of  Jefferson  county  and  Clifty  creek,  in  Bartholomew  county, 
under  the  direction  and  control  of  tlie  legislature  of  this  State. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble 
to  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress. 

ISAAC  HOWK,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
MILTON  STAFF,  President  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  December  29,  1830. 

J    BROWN  RAY. 


21sT  Congress.]  No.    903.  [2d  Session. 

STATEMENT  OF  ALL  LANDS  ACQUIRED  BY,  OR  SECURED  TO,  THE  UNITED  STATES  IN 
SATISFACTION  OF  DEBTS,  THEIR  LOCATION,  THE  SUMS  ALLOWED  FOR  THEM,  AND 
THEIR  VALUE. 

COMMl'NICATEn    TO    THE    SEX.\TE    FEBRUARY    14,     1831. 

Report  from  the  Seeretanj  of  the  Treasury,  with  a  statement  of  all  lands  acquired  by  the  United  Stales  in  satis- 
faction of  debts  due  them,  showing  where  those  lands  lie,  the  sums  allowed  for  them,  and  their  probable 
value,  made  in  compjiiance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate. 

Treasury  Department,  February  14,  1831. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  20th  of  May,  1830,  directing  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  "report  to  the  Senate  at  the  next  session  of  Congress  a  statement  of  all  the  lands 
which  have  been  acquired  by,  or  secured  to,  the  United  States  in  satisfaction  of  debts  due  to  the  United 
States,  also  where  said  lands  are  situated,  the  sums  allowed  for  them,  and  their  probable  value,"  I  have 
the  honor  to  transmit  a  report  from  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  which  contains  the  information  required, 
as  far  as  the  same  is  at  present  known  to  the  department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  INGHAM,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
The  Hon.  Fresidk.vt  (f  the  Senate  rf  the  United  States. 


Office  ok  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  February  11,  1831. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  passed  on  the  20th  May, 
1830,  "that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  report  to  the  Senate  at  the  next  session  of  Congress  a  state- 
ment of  all  the  lands  which  have  been  acquired  by,  or  secured  to,  the  United  States  in  satisfaction  of 
debts  due  to  the  United  States,  also  where  such  lands  are  situated,  the  sums  allowed  for  them,  and  their 
probable  value,"  which  you  referred  to  this  office,  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  j^ou  the  annexed  "  state- 
ment of  lands  which  have  been  acquired  by,  or  secured  to,  the  United  States  in  satisfaction  of  debts  due 
to  the  United  States."  The  information  contained  in  it  lias  been  principally  collected  from  reports  to  this 
office,  made  in  answer  to  a  circular  issued  on  the  10th  of  September  last.  That  circular  was  <iddressed 
to  the  United  States  attorneys,  marshals,  and  clerks  of  the  several  districts  of  the  United  States;  to 
c(.)llectors  of  the  customs,  of  internal  duties  and  direct  taxes,  and  such  other  persons  as  it  was  supposed 
might  probably  be  trustees  or  have  charge  of  the  property  in  question.  There  is  no  doubt  that  some 
persons  have  been  omitted  who  could  give  additional  information.  The  statement,  however,  hereto 
annexed  ccmtains  all  the  information  which  it  has  been  practicable  hitherto  to  obtain.  From  this  it 
appears  that  the  aggregate  amount  of  property  acquired  by,  or  secured  to,  the  United  States  in  satis- 
faction of  debts,  as  valued  at  the  time  it  was  set  off  or  secured  to  them,  is  $406,418  03.  The  present 
value  of  the  property,  as  estimated  by  the  persons  making  report  of  it,  is  only  $236,832  10,  showing  a 
probable  loss  of  $169',585  33. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  j'our  most  obedient  servant, 

V.  MAXCY,  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  Samuf.I;  D.  Ingham,  Secretary  ff  the  Treasury. 


1831. 
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Statement  of  himt^  ami  fttJicr  pi'operftj  irJu'fh  Jiare  hcfn  assiijnril,  set  (iff,  cr  riitu-rt/rd  }<>  (In-  J'nif';/  Sfn/r.^^  in 
payment  of'  debt. 'i,  or  conveyed  to  them  in  f  rust  far  tlirir  u.^e,  nr  (vs/fv/  i/t  IJimi  }>y  )ii'irf(/(n/e  or  other  .^^rrinifi/, 
for  the  pay  mod  of  del)ts  due  to  the  United  States. 


Nnmesofdfbtnrs 
or  former  own- 
ers. 


TmcLs  ofland,  &c. 


WluTC  situate 


N.F.Fosilick(a)i  -J^  norrs  of  land Maine.. 

I 
I 

John  Deeting  . .    ^  of  nii  nt-re do.... 

I 

W.Thomas.. . .    ;»  or  6  aeri^j Jo. . . . 


Cuniberlaiul..  Portia  nd    [  Colleclor  of  the 

customs. 


Westhrouk  do 


Thos.  Lenox. . 


John  G.  Brown, 
6    John  Cooper  . . , 


do 

do 

do 

Jona.  Bartk'ii . 


.do. 


.do. 


I.  Snow,  Z.  Ro- 
gers, and  D. 
Kimball.  (6) 

do., .(c).. 


I.inrnhi Wahhiburo' <|.> ;  \nt  kiiowi 


1  acre  of  land,  and  a   do. 

house  thereon. 

40  acres do, 

31-3^  acre? do. 


Palermo  . 


'  Waldo ;  Belfast  .. 

Washington  .    Machias  , 


■2U0  acres do. 

600  acres '...,do. 

402  acres do . 

LotadjoiningFortSul do, 

livan,  two  houses. 


30  square  rods  ofland, 
and  building  tlierc- 
on.  I 

25  pquan- rods  of  land, 
and  building  there-  i 
on. 

Lot  of  land,  and  store- 
house thereon. 

About  160  acres,  and 
liousn  Uiereon. 


...do. 


...do. 
...do. 


...    do Plantation  Vo.  13 do.. 

....do !....d.i 13.  ....do.. 

....do j....do 14 do.. 

....do !  Eastport do.. 


5,09  93 
1,430  II 


2.->0  00 
7J0  00 
503  50 

3.300  00 


I 


One  undivided  tract  of  . 
land,    consii^ting  of 
about  500  acres. 
S.L.Valeiitine(rf)|  One  lot  of  68  acres  and   . 
5-6  of  98  acres,  liouse 
thereon.  j 

Wni.  Baltic  (e) .   One  lot  of  103  acres  . .  L 
Thos.  Lenox  &    About  3  acres  of  land   . 
Jos.T.Wood.CO      !ind  a  small   wood 
j      building.  I 


...do. 
...do. 


....do , 

....do , 

....do 

Penobscot  . . 

^Vasliington 

Hancock 


Waldo 

Lincoln    ... 


....do 

Biakesburg  , 


1,800  00 


Castinp . 


Appleton do 550  00 

I ...  .do \ot  slated. 


^300  00     Taki-n  for  default  as 
collector   of  Poit- 
land. 
50  00     Taken     fni    a    duly 
bond. 

150  00  Taken  for  d.bl  duo 
from  collector  of 
the  district. 

fi.'tO  00  Taken  for  a  duty 
bond. 

250  00     Same  as  above, 
1,000  00     Taken    from    surely 
of  collector,  Deles- 
dernier,  of  Passa- 
niaf|uoddy. 

100  00     Same  as  last  above. 

300  00     Same  as  last. 

I 
200  00  j  Do. 

Vot  stated'  FordebiduefromPas- 
samaquoddy  bank, 
for  money  deposit- 
ed by  collector. 
...do.  ..    Same  as  last  above. 

....do.  ., 

....do.  .. 

|-   600  00 

I 

< 

I 

I    250  00 


1,700  00 


750  00 
Volstaled 


Same  as  above. 


(«)  Ether  Shepley,  the  United  States  attorney,  from  ^vhosc  statement,  dated  October  7,  1830,  x\\\9.  properly  is  entered,  says  Nos.  1  and  3  may  as  well 
be  sold  for  ca<\^ ;  Xos.  3.  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  and  9  on  a  credit  of  six  or  twelve  moniiis  ;  and  \os  11  and  12  on  a  credit  of  six  months.  No.  10,  he  says,  should  be 
kept  as  an  addition  to  the  lands  adjoiiung  Fort  Sullivan,  and  sliould  be  included  in  that  lot.  No.  13,  lie  says,  should  be  retained  for  a  custom-house  and 
store,  and  recommends  the  necessary  repairs  and  alterations  to  be  made  for  these  purpn^es.  The  collector  at  Portland,  John  Chandler,  in  his  htter  dated 
October  13,  1S30,  says  lot  No.  1  is  the  one-sixtli  part  of  a  lot  of  land  of  171  acres,  held  by  the  United  States  in  commaii  wuh  others.  He  recommends  that 
a  division  should  be  made  of  the  property  so  tliat  it  may  be  known  liow  nincli  belongs  to  the  United  States,  and  the  boundams  tliereof;  advises  it  to  bd 
kept  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  marine  hospital  thereon.  Lot  No.  3,  he  thinks,  would  not  bring  more  than  §90  ;  is  doubtful  whether  it  is  best  to  s»'ll  it  for 
wliai  it  will  now  bring ;  but.  if  sold,  the  sale  sliould  be  for  cash.  John  Mussey,  clerk  of  thf  United  Slates  court,  letter  dated  November  13,  1830.  says, 
respecting  Nos.  10,  11,  13,  and  13,  "  if  this  property  is  to  be  sold  it  should  be  on  a  credit,  pajments  semi-annual."  Tlie  United  States  attorm-y.  Ether 
Shepley,  says  these  lands  are  all  in  the  care  of  the  collectors  of  the  customs  of  the  districts  in  which  they  are  situate.  Lois  Nos,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  11, 
and  13,  ordered  by  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  to  be  sold  on  the  terms  recommended  by  the  United  States  attorney. 

(A)  Deeded  in  trust  to  U.  Lane,  collector  of  customs,  to  secure  a  judgment  against  1  The  collector,  Mr.  Lane,  states,  in  his  letter  of  October  1,  1830, 
Israel  Snow,  &c.,  of  Bangor,  to  be  sold,  Mr.  Lane  states,  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  |  the  balance  due,  lor  which  this  property  was  deeded,  is  about 
of  the  Treasury,  at  any  tune  after  October  33,  1^30.  '  .«700.  He  recommends  a  sale  of  it  on  tlie  best  terms  he  can  make, 

(c)  Deeded  in  trust  to  D.  Lane,  to  secure  a  judgment  against  Israel  Snow,  of  Bangor,  ,  as  to  credit,  provided  it  can  be  sold  for  sufficient  to  pay  the  debt. 
to  be  sold.  Mr.  Lane  slates,  by  direction  of  iLe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  at  any  time  |  Ordered  bv  the  Solicitor  to  be  sold  by  D.  Lane,  the  collector  at 
after  October  38,  1(^30.  J  Belfast. 

(rf)  Deeded  in  trust  to  D.  Lane,  collector,  by  S.  Valentine,  who  was  a  surety  upon  duty  bonds  to  the  amount  of  .$1,700.  Mr.  Lane  states  he  has  since 
sold  the  property,  together  with  a  small  vessel,  tor  the  amount  of  the  debt,  $600  of  which  has  been  paid.  He  thinks  the  balance  will  be  paid  sooner,  under 
the  present  arrangement  he  has  made  with  respeci  to  the  property,  than  it  would  be  if  sold  again  on  a  credit. 

(e)  Deeded  m  trust  to  D.  Lane,  collector,  by  W.  Battie,  as  security  of  a  debt  of  .'§550,  assigned  to  the  United  States  by  Huston  Bishop,  in  payment  of 
duty  bonds.  Mr.  Lane  thinks  it  best  not  to  sell  this  property  at  present,  as  he  thinks  ilie  debt  will  be  paid  sooner,  under  an  arrangement  he  has  made  with 
respect  to  the  property,  than  if  it  was  sold  on  a  credit. 

(/  )  Taken  for  a  duty  bond.  Thomas  McCrate,  collector  of  customs,  in  his  letter  dated  October  I,  1830,  advises  sale  of  this  property  on  the  first  of 
December  next.  One-fourth  of  the  purchase  money  to  be  paid  in  cash,  tlie  remainder  on  a  credit  of  six  and  twelve  months,  without  interest.  Solicitor 
wrote  to  Mr.  McCrate,  November  4,  1830,  to  sell  this  property  on  the  terms  he  proposes. 

Note. — James  W.  Ripley,  collector  of  the  customs,  in  his  letter  of  December  33,  1S30,  recommends  the  liouse  on  lot  No.  13,  in  Eastport.  to  be  kept  for 
a  custom-house,  store,  &.c.,  and  that  the  same  be  titled  up  tor  that  purpose.  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  January  37,  1831.  the  Solicitor 
of  the  Treasury  informed  Mr.  Ripley  that  the  property  would  be  kepi  for  the  purposes  he  recommends. 
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PUBLIC    LANDS. 


[No.  903. 


STATEMENT— Contiimed. 


Names  of  delitors  or 
Ibroior  owners. 


Waterman  Thomas  (a).. 
Louis    Houdelette    ami 

James  Houdeletle-ti) 
O.  A.  Ruf,'gles  (c) , 


Not  stated  (J). 


Edw.  Roberts  and  Jacob 

Cutter,  (e) 
Ebenezer  Dorr  (/) , 


R.  &  T.  Ilaskins  (g).. 
Abner  Wood  (/i) 


Ezra  Ilotehkiss,  J.  Har- 
rison,and  W.  Lines,  (i) 

M.  T.Woolseyj  {j)  No.  1 

Do 2 

Do , 3 


Tracts  of  land,  &.c. 


Wliere  situate. 


300  acres  of  land Maine  . 

2  lots   of  land,  containing    ....do., 
about  300  acres. 

3  small  parcels  of  land,  con- 
taining about  9lj  acres. 

1  lot  of  ground,  house  and 

store  lliereon. 
1  lot  of  ground,  brick  liou^e, 

three  stores,  kitchen,  &c. 
Sundry  pieces  of  land,  con 

taining  about  91  acres. 
13,000  square  feet  of  ground 
•2  lots  of  ground,  on  one  a 

brick  houseoftiireestorle: 
1  lot,  front  upon  wharf  34      Connectici 

feet  and  92  feet  deep.  j 

1  lot  of  ground. New  York 

do do 

1  10-acre  lot  of  ground do 


I 


,...do 

New  Hainpsliirr 

,..   do 

Massachusetts.. 

....do 

...do 


County. 


Lincoln.. 
....do.... 


Washington  . . 
Rockingham^  . 
.,..do 


Waldoboro'..., 
Dresden  


-Machias  .... 
I'urt^inouth. 
,...do 


Trustees  or  agents. 


'■  Not  stated . 

I 
Not  stated I    §-3,000  00 


T.  Upliam,  late  col- 
!       lector  of  customs. 
Ro.xbun' :  Not  slated 


Not  staled, 

....do. 

1,196  o2 
93,374  5& 


11 


$300  00 

Not  stated. 

95  00 

500  00 

700  00 

7.000  00 


Suffolk. 
Essex  . . 


New  Haven.. . 


JcfTcrson. 

. . . . do 

....do 


Boston Colleciorof  customs  ■      .S.aOO  00 

Newburyfiert do. 

City    of    New 

Haven. 

Hounstield 

,...do, 

Near  Sackett's 
Harbor. 


(a)  Denny  McCobb,  collector  of  customs,  in  his  letter  dated  November  13,  1830,  states  thai  this  property  was  set  off"  some  years  since  to  the  United 
States,  on  execution  against  Thomas,  formerly  a  collector  of  cu>ionis.  The  land  is  of  inferior  quality,  in  consequence  of  a  fire  having  run  over  it  and 
destroyed  the  timber.  Has  not  beeti  under  ihe  care  of  any  agent.  The  probable  value  of  the  property  may  be  ^'MO.  Advises  a  sale  on  a  credit  of  one, 
two,  and  three  years.    Ordered  by  the  Solicitor  to  be  sold  by  Denny  McCobb,  according  to  his  recommendation. 

(6)  Albert  Smitli,  United  States  marshal,  in  his  letter  dated  December  10,  1830,  says  liu'sc  lands  were  taken  in  October,  It^D,  on  executions  in  favor 
of  the  United  States  vs.  Louis  and  James  Houdelette,  and  were  appraised,  according  to  the  laws  of  tlie  State  by  tiiree  freeholders,  at  the  sum  of  §3.000. 
It  is  said  there  are  incumbrances  upon  this  property,  such  as  prior  attachments  in  suits  now  pending  iii  the  State  courts ;  the  value  of  it  cannot,  therefore, 
be  ascertained  until  Iliey  are  settled  ;  It  will,  however,  fall  far  short  of  the  appraisement.  Is  of  opinion  the  land  cannot  be  sold  to  advantage  until  the 
incumbrances  are  definitively  ascertained.     VVlien  that  is  done,  he  is  of  opinion  they  should  be  sold  at  public  auction,  on  a  credit  of  one  and  two  years. 

(c)  The  collector  of  the  customs,  S.  A.  Morse,  in  his  letter  dated  November  '33,  1830,  says  these  lands  were  conveyed  to  the  I/nited  States  by  Mr. 
Ruggles,  to  satisfy  an  execution  against  him  for  duty  bonds.  He  describes  the  property  thus:  *' One  piece,  unimproved,  in  East  Machias,  of  about  six 
acres,  which  may  be  wortli  ®20 ;  one  piece  in  Machiasport  of  about  forty  acres,  and  may  be  worth  $75  ;  and  one  piece  in  Machias  of  fifty  acres,  which 
may  be  worth  .§5.*'  They  being  conveyed,  he  states,  by  deed  with  other  lands  in  the  district  of  Passamaquoddy,  in  which  tlie  gross  sum  is  named  in  the 
consideration,  he  cannot  state  the  estimated  value  of  each.  Besides  these  lands  he  stales  there  is  a  piece  of  about  one  acre  situate  in  Machiasport,  being 
the  site  of  a  fort  built  during  the  embargo  and  destroyed  by  the  enemy  in  1814,  which  cost  the  United  States  -5169,  and  might  now  sell  for  $30.  He  slates 
that  the  titles  to  the  above  property  are  clear ;  and  he  is  of  opinion  they  should  be  sold  for  cash.  Ordered  by  the  Solicitor  of  the  Trcasurj'  to  be  sold  by 
S.  A.  Morse,  according  to  his  recommendation. 

(rf)  Fier-on  Cogswell,  United  States  marshal,  states  in  his  letter  of  October  14,  1830,  that  this  is  a  ver\'  small  house  and  store,  very  much  out  of  repair, 
and  will  probably  sell  lor  from  .§500  to  ,5700.  Is  of  the  opinion  it  should  be  sold  for  what  it  will  bring ;  will,  agreeably  to  instructions  from  Ihe  Solicitor 
the  'Jlst  August  last,  offer  it  for  sale  on  the  1st  of  November  next. 

(e)  Cunveyed  in  trust  to  Timothy  Upham.  late  collectorof  customs,  by  Jacob  Cutter,  for  the  payment  of  .§1, 196  52,  the  balance  due  in  1819  on  Edward 
Robert's  bond  for  custom-house  duties.  .Mr.  Pickering,  the  presi-nt  collector,  in  his  letter  dated  November  22,  le^30,  says  if  this  property  was  sold  for  cash 
it  would  probably  sell  for  not  more  than  §700  or  $800.  Buildings  very  much  out  of  repair,  and  is  without  a  tenant,  and  has  been  so  ever  since  Mr.  Upham 
went  out  of  nftice.  Is  of  tlie  opinion  it  should  not  be  sold  at  present,  as  property  will  in  a  few  months  probably  rise  in  value  in  Portsmouth,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  colonial  ports  being  opeoedj  &c.  Should,  however,  it  be  deemed  for  the  interest  of  tlie  goverimient  to  sell  now,  he  tlunks  ii  should  be  sold 
on  a  credit  of  twelve  months 

(/)  Andrew  Dunlap,  the  United  States  attorney,  in  his  letter  of  October  5, 1830,  states  that  these  lands  were  levied  upon  June,  1829,  to  satisfy  thirty 
executions  against  Wilhain  Kichie  and  Ebenezer  Dorr,  rendered  upon  certain  custom  house  bonds.  One  lot  contains  about  seventy  acres,  one  about  seven 
acres,  a  piece  of  meadow  land  about  six  and  one-half  acres,  a  piece  of  salt  marsh  about  four  acres,  and  one  other  lot  about  three  and  one-half  acres,  upon 
which  are  the  mansion-house,  stables,  &.c.  Since  the  levy  Air.  Dorr  has  remained  upon  the  property,  agreeing  to  pay  a  reasonable  rent  for  it.  He  recom- 
mends a  sale  of  the  property  next  spring,  one-fourth  to  be  paid  in  cas-h  and  the  remainder  on  a  credit  of  three  years,  payable  in  equal  instalments.  Thinks 
the  property  would  not  bring  more  than  §7.000  or  .'§■8,000.  David  Hcnshaw,  collector  of  the  customs,  ordered  by  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  to  sell  this 
property  according  to  tlie  terms  recommended  by  Mr.  Dunlap. 

(g)  The  collector  of  the  customs,  David  Hensliaw,  in  his  leiter  of  October  8, 1830,  stales  that  a  parcel  of  property  was  secured  to  the  United  Slates 
by  mortgage,  in  1817,  by  R.  &  T.  Haskins,  a  porti'm  of  which  was  sold  last  spring,  and  towards  liquidating  their  bonds.  The  balance,  viz:  13,000  square 
feet,  was,  by  authority  of  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  January,  1630,  offered  for  sale,  at  forty  cents  per  square  toot,  (the  hniit;)  only  thirty  cents  was 
bid.  He  thinks  it  sliould  be  offered  again  for  sale  next  spring,  when  it  will  probably  bring  thirty-five  or  forty  cents  the  square  foot.  Sale  ordered  accord- 
ingly by  the  Solicitor  of  Ihe  Treasury. 

(hj  The  collector,  Samuel  Phillips,  in  his  letter  dated  September  23,  1830,  stales  that  this  property  was  set  off"  to  the  United  States,  by  appraisers  duly 
sworn,  at  the  sum  of  .«3,3y2  36,  to  satisfy  a  debt  in  part  due  from  Abner  Wood  on  custom-house  bond,  upon  which  judgment  had  been  obtained.  On  one 
of  the  lots  is  a  house  three  stories  high,  used  as  a  custom  house,  for  the  repairing;  of  which  Congress  appropriated,  at  their  session  of  1827  and  1828,  the 
sum  of  §300.  The  other  lot  is  adjoining  that  on  which  the  custom-house  is,  and  he  is  of  opinion  should  not  be  sold  so  long  as  the  cuslom-housc!  is  used  as 
such  by  the  government,  although  the  lot  is  at  present  of  very  little  use.     He  estimates  the  whole  property  as  being  at  present  worth  about  §1,.''.U0. 

(i)  The  United  States  marshal,  James  Mitchil,  in  his  letter  dated  October  2,  1830,  says  this  property  was  taken  to  secure  a  large  debt  (§1,933  89)  in 
the  year  1819,  due  by  E.  Hotchkiss,  fitc,  on  custom-house  bonds,  at  the  appraised  value  of  §2,100.  Had  on  it  when  taken  a  house,  which  has  since  been 
destroyed  by  fire.  Thinks  it  would  probably  bring,  if  sold  now,  .§450.  He  recommends  a  sale  of  it  for  cash  ;  in  which  recommendation  Asa  Child,  the 
United  States  attorney.  Charles  A.  Inj:ersnl,  the  clerk  of  the  court;  and  William  H.Ellis,  the  collector  of  the  customs,  concur.  The  Solicitor  of  tlie 
Treasnrj-  wrote  to  Mr.  Ellis,  the  collector,  November  11, 1830,  to  sell  tins  property  at  public  auction  lor  cash ;  which  sale,  in  his  letter  of  December  27,  he 
states  has  been  effected  by  him,  for  the  sum  of  §805  cash. 

ij)  These  lots  and  parcels  of  land,  Sic,  were  mortgaged  to  the  United  States  Febniary  20,  1825,  by  Mdancthon  T.  Woolsey,  captain  of  the  United 
States  navy,  to  secure  a  debt  due  by  him  to  the  United  States  of  .■529,459  29,  to  be  paid  within  one  year  from  the  date  of  Ihe  mortgage,  with  lawful  interest; 
otherwise  the  property  thus  mortgased  might  thereat^ter  be  sold  l)y  the  United  Stales,  as  appears  from  tlie  mortgage,  which  was  filed  in  tlie  office  of  the 
Sacrefiry  of  the  Navy,  and  transmitted  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  by  the  Hon.  John  Branch,  Secretar>'  of  the  Navy,  with  a  letter  from  him  relative 
therelo,  dated  October  5,  1830.  The  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  on  receiving  the  above-mentioned  mortgage  and  finding  it  had  never  been  recorded,  wrote  to 
Samuel  Beardsley,  esq.,  the  United  States  attorney  for  the  northern  district  of  New  York,  and  enclosed  it  to  him,  with  a  request  that  he  would  cause  it  to 
be  forwarded  to  the  proper  office  within  his  di.'^tric't  to  be  recorded,  and  to  give  his  opinion  whether  the  property  mortgaged  could  now  be  sold  to  advantage 
and  on  what  terms.  In  Mr.  Beardsley 's  answer,  dated  November  24,  1830,  he  says:  ''The  mortgage  not  having  been  recorded  and  most  of  the  lands 
embraced  in  it  having  been  sold  on  judgments  against  Captiin  Woolsey,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  United  States  will  not  be  able  to  realise  much  upon 
it.  tjn  November  24,  1817,  a  judgment  was  rendered  in  the  supreme  court  of  New  York  in  favor  of  the  bank  of  Utica,  against  said  Woolsey,  for  debt, 
§16,000,  and  cosi  §14  43;  real  amount  to  be  paid  was  §8,465  47.  The  lien  of  this  judgment  on  the  real  estate  expired  at  the  end  of  ten  years,  that  is,  in 
1827;  but  a  large  part  of  the  judgment  remained  unpaid.  In  Fobruarj",  1828,  I  was  employed  by  tlie  bank  to  revive  (he  judenient  by  scire ^acjcs,  and 
collect  the  amount  due.  The  judgment  was  accordingly  revived,  and  the  record  on  the  scire/ncias  signed,  and  the  judgment  docketed  July  9, 1828.  Upon 
Ihese  judgments  executions  were  issued  to  the  counties  of  Jefferson  and  St.  Lawrence.  The  twelfth  and  thirteenth  parcels  of  land  embraced  in  the 
mortgage  were  sold  January  30,  1829,  and  purchased  by  the  bank  ;  and  on  May  15,  1830,  ilie  time  of  redemption  under  the  laws  of  the  State  having  expired, 
a  deed  was  given  to  the  bank,  and  which  deed  was  recorded  the  17th  of  said  Alay.  On  the  execution  to  Jefferson,  the  seven  first  parcels  mentioned  in  the 
mortgage  were  sold  November  24,  1828,  and  purchased  by  the  bank.  Tlie  time  of  redemption  having  expired,  deeds  for  these  lots  were  executed  May  3, 
1830,  and  recorded  same  day.  It  appears  to  me  that  by  these  deeds  the  bank  has  obtained  a  title  free  and  clear  from  the  operation  of  the  mortgage.  Had 
Ihe  mortgage  been  recorded  it  might  have  been  otherwise.  I  know  nothing  but  what  the  mortgage  may  operate  on  the  eighth,  ninth,  tenth,  and  eleventh 
parcels  of  land  mentioned  in  it.  I  do  not  perceive,  however,  that  it  will  be  of  any  use  to  have  it  recorded  in  St.  Lawrence  county.  Y<m  ask  '  whether 
the  property  could  now  be  sold  to  advantage,  and  on  what  terms ."  The  preceding  part  of  this  letter  disposes  of  this  inquirj^  in  reference  to  most  of  the 
lands ;  but  I  apprehend  that  the  United  States  cannot  lawfully  sell  any  part  of  these  lands  until  the  equity  of  redemption  of  the  mortgager  is  regularly  fore- 
closed. As  to  the  value  of  the  parcels  of  land  not  sold,  as  above  staled,  I  have  written  to  make  inquiries  on  that  subject,  and  will  again  address  you  upon 
it  "  In  a  suliseipient  letter  received  from  Mr.  Beardsley,  dated  December  30,  1830,  on  the  subject  of  this  property,  lie  says:  *'  In  explanation  of  this  letter, 
I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  that  of  the  24th  ultimo.  The  8th  parcel  of  land  therein  mentioned,  (a  ten-acre  lot.)  I  learn,  is  possessed  by  Captain  Woolsey 's  agent, 
and  that  it  is  now  worth  ,«~20  per  acre.  The  ninth  parcel  (Snake  and  Gull  islands)  is  said  to  be  worth  .§100  ;  a  doubt,  however,  is  suggested  as  to  the  title 
being  in  Captain  Woolsey  ;  probably,  however,  it  is.  The  lentli  parcel  (a  tract  of  143^  acres)  was  purchased  by  contract  by  Captain  Woolsey,  March  26, 
1816,  to  be  paid  for  in  five  years;  at  what  price  I  have  not  ascertained.  He  made  considerable  payments,  but  never  paid  in  full,  Piobably  the  interest  of 
Captain  Woolsey  (if  he  had  any  at  date  of  mortgage)  was  worth  but  little.  The  pews  in  the  meeting-house  at  Sackett's  harbor  are  eml)raced  in  the  tenth 
parcel ;  they  are  worth  but  a  mere  trifie.  The  eleventh  parcel,  (20  acres,  held  by  contract.)  I  learn  ihat  Elisha  Camp  now  has  a  deed  for  this  lot;  that  he 
bought  Captain  Woolsey'a  contract  from  his  agent,  Z.  Piatt;  and  then,  on  paying  up  the  contract,  received  a  deed.  Thus  it  seems  probable  that  the 
mortg.age  interest  dwindles  down  to  Snake  and  Gull  islands,  §100,  and  Ihe  ten-acre  lot,  .'^■200.  The  mongage  has  been  recorded  in  Jefferson  county. 
Please  inform  me  what  I  shall  do  witli  it."  The  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  in  liis  letter  lo  Mr.  Beardsley,  January  4,  1831,  directfd  him  to  sell  all  the  pro- 
perty he  can  come  at  forthu  iih,  in  the  best  way  his  judgment  may  suggest ;  leaving  it  with  himself  fliso  to  judge  of  the  necessity  of /oreclosing  tlie  mort- 
gage, or  otherwise,  and  to  return  ihe  mortgage  lo  him,  unless  he  withes  to  retain  it  in  the  event  of  a  suit. 
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STATEM]:.\"T— t'niitiiiucd. 


Where  situate. 

75 

Names  of  debtors  or 

Tnirts  nilanil,  J'tc. 

Trustees  or  ageiit><. 

•3 

1  5 

fiiriuer  owners. 

■ 

-  = 

Stale. 

County. 

Town. 

fe. 

i  « 

< 

a, 

M.  T.   (Voolsey,  No.  4 

1  Int.  10  iwrrs  iiinrc  or  less, 
known  liy  ilio  lunin'  of  i\.i- 

New  York 

JtttiTSnn 

kvi'A  lO-acre  loi.  siiuaie 

in  lot  No.  'J'i. 

1),,             ."t 

....,!„ 

do 

Sarkclt's  Har- 
bor. 

Do 6 

1   lot,  10  :icTPS,  ileMLiiKil.'d 
lO-iiorc  jut  Xo.  ;{.  Ml  Ilic 

do 

originalsnrvt'ydt'ihc  town 

ol'Sfickett's  Harbor. 

Do  T 

i  lot  offiruund 

1  lot  or-ronnd.  callcil  :i  lO- 
nrre   lot,   ucur   Sacktlt's 

do 

, 

do 

$3011  01) 

Do 8 

do 

do 

Harbor. 

Do 9 

■2  islands:  in  Lakf  Ontario  ; 
one  called  Gnll  island,  1!^ 

....d.i 

do 

acres;    llir    oIIi.t    rallrd 

Snaki*  inland.  .'iMitaimniz 

1  4-10  ncres. 

Do 10 

14.'}  acrcsofland,  bi.'ingsnb- 
division  No.fi,  and  easter- 

...do....    .     . 

ly  part  ol"  lot  No.  7,  of  a 

survey  on   the  peninsula 

opposite  Sackett's  Ilarbor, 

made  by  E.  Camp;  also. 

2  pews  ill  the  Presbyte- 

rian meetiiig-house.  Sack- 

ett's Harbor. 
00  acres  ol"  land,  situate  in 
great  lot  No.  23,  in  town 

....do 

of  HounstieUi. 

Do 12 

1-20   acrps   of  land,   in    the 
township  of  Potsdam,  St. 

St.  Lawrence.. 

Lawrence  county,  except- 

ing  therefrom    one    acre 

deeded  to  inhabitants  of 

upper  settlement  of  Pots- 

dam for  a  burial  ground. 

Do 13 

160  acres  of  land,  part  in 
L'hestertield  and  Hopkin- 

....do 

lon. 

P.  Townsend.  lalea  con- 

16 acres  of  land,  on  wiiicli 
■ 
are  an  old  forge  and  three 

....do 

In  the  vicinity 
of  Newburg. 

Col.  George  Boni- 
I'oid. 

,«5,OO0  00 

3.000  Wl 

tractor  lorcinnon.  (a) 

small  tenements. 

R.  SwartwoutjX.  agent, 

Several  tracts  of  marsh  or 

New  Jersey  ,  . . 

Bergpn 

Township  of  N. 

Not  known 

75,000  00 

Not  stated. 

N.  Y.  (H 

meadow  land. 

Barbadoes. 

1  lot  of  40i-  acres  of  land  .. 

....do 

do 

Middlesex 

do    

Perili  Amboy.. 
do    

Collector  of  eustoins 

do 

do 

472  50 
200  00 
2.36  67 
5S3  00 

472  50 

A.  Golding  (tf) 

A.  Bloodgood  (e) 

Jacob  Arnold  (/) 

200  00 

2-10  of  au  acre  of  ground  . 
1  lotof  85.27,  and  l.U  acres 

....do 

....do 

do 

....do 

236  67 

....do 

Township      of 

5S3  06 

of  land. 

Piscataway. 

1  lot  of  31. 19  acres  of  land.. 
3  lots  of  land,  1  of  7.4,  1  of 

....do 

....do 

....do 

..,.i\0 

Perth  Ambny. 
....do 

lo 

dr 

893  49 

4,;in3  34 

893  49 

Jo.^.  C.  Arnohi  (h) 

4,398  34 

175.4,  and  1  of  20  acres 

and  10  rods. 

(a)  This  property  was  conveyed  in  the  year  1S18 


in  tnist,  to  Colonel  Geor2e  Bomlord.  of  the  Ordnance  department,  at  its  then  appraised  value,  by 
Peter  Townsend",  liable  for  the  judgment  of'the  United  States  against  liim  tor  §54,6Ul  92.  Col.  Bomford,  in  his  letter,  dated  November  4,  1^50,  says  thid 
property  was  conveyed  to  hini,  in  trvi^t,  by  Peter  Townsend,  as  security  for  the  faithl'ul  performance  of  his  contract  with  the  government  for  cannon,  upon 
which  ilie  above  judgment  was  recovered.  At  the  time  the  conveyance  was  made  the  property  w;is  assessed  at  .*5,000.  at  which  price  it  has  consequently 
since  been  hfld ;  but.  thoush  several  purchasers  have  presented  themselves  subsequently,  none  have  been  willing  to  give  that  much  for  it,  and  it  has  not 
been  sold.  He  says  the  property  has  been  for  some  time  past,  in  some  measure,  under  the  care  of  Gouveineur  Kimble,  esq.,  who  resides  ni  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  who  has  recentlv  advised  him  there  is  an  applicant  for  its  purchase,  and  wishe?  to  know  the  lowest  prici' he  is  to  accept  for  it.  He  is  in  hopes 
§3,000  maybe  obtained;  but  it  is  much  deteriorated  from  the  decay  of  the  buildioiis.  and  still  growing  worsr.  Tlie  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  wrote  to 
Colonel  Bomford  November  10,  1830,  and  requested  him  to  inform  Mr.  Kimlde  thai  lie  miiiiit  sell  the  propi'rty  lor  that  sum.  and  to  cause  the  money,  alter 
deducting  expenses,  to  be  deposited  in  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  L'nited  States  to  the  credit  of  tlie  Treasurer  of  itic  Cmied  States,  on  account  ol  the-  judg- 
ment azainst  Mr.  Townsend. 

(6)  This  property  was  mortgaged  to  the  United  States  bv  Mr.  Swartwout,  na\T  agent  at  New  York,  July  3,  1822,  to  secure  a  debt  due  by  him  to  the 
United  Slates  of  about  $75,000.  Garret  D.  Wall,  the  Unite'd  Slates  attorney,  in  his  letter  of  December  7,  1830,  says:  "  I  see  no  good  reason  to  suppose 
that  any  advantage  will  result  to  the  Ulales  States  from  continuing  to  hold  real  property  in  this  State,  as  there  is  no  prospect  of  its  rising  in  value.  " 
Ordered  by  the  Solicitor  lo  be  sold. 

(f)  Mr.  Wall,  the  United  States  attorney,  says  this  property  was  mortgaged  by  Mr.  Arnold,  March  20,  18.30,  to  secure  the  payment  of  a  bond  lor 
15472  50.  with  interest  tliereon,  to  be  paid  in  one  and  two  years  from  date  of  mortgage.* 

(d)  Mr.  Wall,  the  United  States  attorney,  says  this  property  was  mortgaged,  March  20,  1830.  to  secure  the  payment  of  a  bond  for  .«)2a0,  with  interest 
thereon,  to  be  paid  in  one  and  two  years  from  date  of  mortgage.* 

(c)  Mr.  Wall,  the  United  States  attorney,  says  this  property  was  mortgaged  by  Abraham  Bloodgood,  March  20,  1830,  to  secure  the  payment  of  two 
bonds  given  b\'  him,  each  for  .§118  33^,  with  interest,  to  be  paid  in  one  and  two  years  from  date  of  mortgase.* 

(_/■)  Mr.  "Wall,  the  United  Slates  attorney,  says  this  property  was  mortgaged  by  Mr.  Arnold.  September  14,  1830,  to  secure  the  payment  ol  a  bond  of 
tliat  date  for  $.'>S3  06,  payable  one  year  thereafter,  witli  interest.* 

(s)  Mr.  W.all,  the  United  Slates  attorney,  says  this  property  was  mortgaged  by  Mr.  Kearney,  March  20,  1830,  to  secure  the  payment  of  his  three  bonds, 
each  for  .$297  83.  payable  January  1,  1831,  li^32,  and  1833,  withinterest.' 

(A)  Mr.  WaU,  the  United  States  attoniey,  says  this  property  was  mortgaged  by  Mr.  Arnold,  Murcli  20,  1830,  to  secure  tlie  payment  of  two  bonds,  each 
for  $2,199  17,  payable  in  one  and  two  years,  with  interest  from  date  of  mortgage.* 

"  These  mortgages  were  given  by  the  purcliasers  of  Robert  Arnold's  property  at  the  sale  made  by  the  United  States  marshal,  March  10,  1830,  in  virtue 
of  a  warrant  of  disuess  issued  to  him  from  the  Treasury  Department,  for  the  payment  of  which  they  gave  tlieir  bonds,  as  here  staled.  The  bonds,  the 
marshal,  Zephaniah  Drake,  says  w^ere  for  two-thirds  of  tlie  amount  for  wliich  the  properly  was  purchased  in  all  the  cases  except  tliat  of  Jacob  Arnold, 
which  was  for  one-half. 
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STATEMENT— Continued. 


Where  situate 

1 

j 

o 
3 

^   J 

Names  of  debtors  or 

Trnrts  of  land.  &c. 

Trustees  or  ag'^nts. 

1 

=  -c 

former  owners. 

1 

=  .§ 

State. 

County. 

Town. 

1 

■< 

Robprt  Arnold  (a) 

'2  lots  in  Perlli  Atnbny,  1  of 
1    acre,    and   1    of  HAS 
acres,  and  1  lot  of  laiid  in 
Wondliridire,  9.16  acres. 

New  Jersey  ... 

Middlesex 

Perth  Amboy  &.  ' 
Wood  bridge. 

C<>!l«'ctor()f  cil^lonis 

§230  00 

§930  00 

Kobert  Arnold  («) 

1  house  and  loi 

....do 

...do 

Perth  Amboy..  1 

do 

913  00 

913  00 

Robert  Arnold  (a) 

A  tract  of  land  of  1-15  acres 
in  Piscataway  township, 

....do 

....do 

Township      of  1 
Piscataway. 

do 

3,030  00 

9,030  00 

W.  L.  Vonns  {h) 

A   Iiout?H   ami   lot   in   Arch 

street. 

Pennsylvania . 

Philadelphia.... 

Phdadelpliia  ... 

do 

3.500  00 

4,050  00 

Union  Bank  of  Pennsyl- 

1  lot  of  fironnd   an<l   large 

....do    

Fayette 

Hniontowti  .... 

A.  Urackt'iiridge 

5,000  00 

5,000  00 

vania,  (c) 

brick  house. 

Do.                        

1  lot  of  groumt  and  woodrMi 
budding. 

(in 

.     .do 

do 

.     .. .do  

1,967  68 

9  000  00 

Do                      

1  lot  of  ground.  2^  acres.... 
A  lot  of  ground,  subject  to 

...   (In     

,ln     

do 

City   of  Balti- 

 do 

N.  Williajiis 

500  00 
2,698  30 

500  00 

Keller  anil  Foreman  id).. 

Maryland 

Baltimore 

9,698  30 

a  ground  rent  of  $30  67  ; 

more. 

Ints    on    it    valuable    im- 

provements. 

Jacob  Grair(f) 

3  lots  of  ground  on   Fell's 
Point,  and  some  honse- 

....do 

do 

....d< 

do 

Not  stated. 

liold  furniture. 

TliomasB.  Hall  (/)  .... 

About  5-30  acres  of  land 

....do 

Washinston  . .. 

N'r-  Hagerstown 

Tlios.  Kennedy 

18,000  00 

13.000  00 

Ludwell  Lee  (<:) 

A  tract  of  land  of  4, 140  acres 

Virginia 

Spotts)  Ivatiia. 

Robert  Slanard 

10.000  00 

7,900  00 

Daniel  Stone  {h) 

Not  stated  (?) 

A  house  Hnd  lot  of  ground.. 

do 

Norfolk 

Bor.  of  Norfolk 

1.332  00 

1,322  00 

do 

Not  suited. 
3,543  67 

North  Carolina. 

Washington  . .. 

Plymouth 

Levi  Fagan 

4,000  00 

new  brick  store  thereon, 

60  by  40  feet. 

Benjamin  Smith  (k) 

Smith's  or  Bald  Head  isi'd, 
at  llie  mouth  of  Cape  Fear 

....do 

Near  the  mouth' 
of  Cape  Fear 

2.500  00 

river;  is  barren  and  of  no 

river. 

value  e.\cept  for  a  small 

quanljly  of  live-oak  lim- 

ber which  it  produces. 

(a)  This  properly  was  bid  oti"  to  the  I'nited  Stat<:*s  at  a  sale  of  real  property  of  Robert  Arnold,  late  collector  of  the  customs  at  Perth  Amboy,  made  by 
ilie  United  Statics  marshal  on  the  10th  of  March,  It^U,  in  virtue  of  a  warrant  of  distress-  issued  to  him  by  the  Treasury  Department.  Zephaniab  Drake,  the 
United  States  marshal,  says  it  was  bid  off  to  prevent  a  sacrilice,  and  is  wortli  more  than  tlie  turns  here  staled,  at  which  it  \vas  bought.  James  Parker,  Ihe 
collector,  in  his  letter  of  October  5,  ltf30,  says.  '■  it  would  he  to  the  interest  of  the  United  Slates  to  sell  the  property,  but  a  sale  could  not  probably  be  made 
until  next  winter  or  spring.  A  private  t^ale,  it  is  believed,  would  be  preferable  to  a  sale  at  vendue,  inasmuch  as  there  is  little  or  no  demand  for  it.  Oue- 
Ihird  should  be  required  in  cash,  on  giving  possession,  and  the  residue  on  a  credit  of  one  or  two  years. " 

(&)  Deeded  to  William  H.  Crawford,  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  by  William  L.  Young  and  wife,  for  the  benefit  of  tlie  United  States,  to  secure  a 
debt  due  from  Young  for  duty  bonds  taken  in  Baltimore,  Maryland.  John  N.  Barker,  collector  of  customs,  in  his  letter,  dated  September '.iO,  1630,  says 
this  property  has  been  sold  to  a  Mr.  McAllister,  of  that  city,  Ibr  34,050,  less  expenses,  wliich  he  is  ready  to  pay  on  receiving  a  legal  title.  On  the  15ih 
September,  1830,  a  letter  was  received  from  Nathaniel  Williams,  esq.,  enclosing  one  to  the  Hon  William  H.  Crawford,  with  a  deed  to  be  executed  by  him 
for  this  property,  whicii  was,  on  the  day  following,  transmitted  to  him  by  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury.  The  Solicitor  wrote  again  to  Mr.  Crawford, 
December  15,  on  the  subject.    Deed  returned,  and  sent  to  N.  Williams  by  Solicitor,  Januan,'  17,  1831. 

(c)  Alexander  Brackenndge,  United  States  attorney,  in  his'Ieiter  of  October  9.  1830,  says  that  the  whole  of  the  property  was  conveyed  by  deed  to  the 
United  States  in  March  and  April,  lb-24,  in  part  payment  Ibr  a  debt  due  from  the  Uniontown  Bank,  together  with  sundry  judgments  in  Fayette  county,  for 
the  residue  of  the  debt,  amounting  to  $5,0>J  '^6,  a  part  of  which  has  been  paid.  He  considers  the  property  (lor  which  he  has  acted  as  agent  and  trustee  of 
the  United  States)  as  probably  worth  the  sums  he  has  estimated  them  at;  but  as  the  care  and  management  of  it  is  troublesome  and  expensive,  he 
advises  that  the  agent  be  auUiorized  to  advertise  and  ofler  it  for  sale;  and  if  two-thirds  of  its  probable  value  is  bid  for  it,  to  be  paid  one-fourth  or  one-third 
in  hand,  the  residue  in  one,  two,  and  three  years,  with  interest,  the  payments  to  be  secured  by  morlj,'age,  to  sell  it.  Ordered  by  the  Solicitor  to  be  sold  on 
me  terms  recommended  by  the  district  attorney. 

(d)  Nathaniel  Williams,  United  Stales  attorney,  in  his  letter  dated  September  21.  1830.  savs  this  property  was  conveyed  to  him,  December  29, 1824, 
by  Keller  and  Foreman,  sureties  of  Finley  and  Vaniear,  to  secure  a  debt  due  by  them  to  the  United  States  of , $2,698  30;  since  which  they  have  p;iid  ^5:1,000, 
and  promise  to  pay  one-half  of  the  balance  due  on  January  1,  1831,  and  the  remaining  half  in  six  months  thereafter;  which  he  believes  they  will  certainly 
dn.    The  debt,  he  states,  is  perfectly  secure. 

{e)  This  property,  Mr.  Williams  says,  was  assigned  to  James  H.  McCulIoch,  collector  of  the  customs  at  Baltimore,  to  secure  Jacob  Graff's  duty  bonds; 
that  he  has  obtained  a  decree  in  Baltimore  county  court  for  the  sale  of  the  property.  In  his  letter  of  September  21, 1830,  he  says  Mr.  John  Glenn  and  hmi- 
self  are  the  trustees,  and  that  they  will  advertise  the  sale  of  the  property  "  this  week."'' 

( f)  This  property  was  sold  by  the  United  Stales  marshal,  under  a  warrant  of  distress  issued  from  the  Treasury  Department,  on  account  of  a  debt  due 
by  Thos.-  B.  Hall,  late  collector  of  internal  duties  and  direct  taxes,  and  purchased  by  Thomas  Kennedy,  of  Hagerstown,  apeni  Ibr  the  United  States.  Mr. 
Kennedy,  in  his  letter  of  December  4,  ISSO,  says  this  property  iias  been  lately  sold  by  him  for  the  sum  of  $15,000;  of  which  $10,000  are  to  be  paid  soon, 
the  residue  to  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum  until  paid. 

(2)  Sold  by  the  United  States  marshal  to  satisfy  two  judgments  against  Ludvvell  Lee,  one  for  $8,000,  and  the  other  for  .'5'2,000,  with  interest  from 
December  1,  1819,  on  bonds  assigned  by  Wdliam  C.  Nicholas  on  account  of  a  debt  due  the  United  States  by  Edmund  Randolph,  and  purchased  in  behalf 
of  the  United  States,  Oi-tober  11,  1830,  for  .'5;;3.950.  Mr.  Stanard  says,  in  his  letter  of  October  12,  1830,  that  he  is  of  the  opinion  ilie  properly  is  worth 
double  the  sum  for  which  it  was  bid  in  for  the  United  Slates. 

(/i)  The  collector  of  the  customs,  O.  Whittle,  in  his  letter  dated  October  23, 1830,  says  this  property  was  conveyed  in  trust  by  Daniel  Stone,  the  surety 
of  Fortesque  Whittle,  on  a  duty  bond  for  .'&1,322  69,  due  December  8,  1819,  to  Alexander  Tunstall,  of  Norfolk,  by  deed  duly  recorded,  fur  the  purpose  of 
securing  the  su.-^pension  of  an  execution  taken  out  against  him  in  lb2G.  '1  he  suspension  expired  in  May.  1827.'  He  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  propeny 
would  reaiize  the  amount  due  on  it,  over  and  above  tlie  personal  responsibility  of  Mr.  Stone,  '•  which  is  good.-' 

(i)  The  collector  of  the  customs  at  Richmond,  James  Gibbon,  in  his  letter  of  November  28,  1830,  says  "  there  is  a  piece  of  property  at  Rennuda 
hundred,  in  this  district,  which  I  believe  was  purchased  by  Colonel  Heth,  the  tlien  collector,  for  the  use  of  his  office,  and  paid  tor  by  the  United  States. 
The  property  is  of  little  value.  The  house  that  was  put  on  "it  for  an  office  is  in  a  dilapidated  State."  Tlie  deed  for  this  property,  he  supposes,  must  have 
been  deposited  somewhere  in  the  Treasury  Department,  so  far  back,  perhaps,  as  in  the  time  of  Mr.  H.amilton  or  Mr.  Wo leoit,' former  tieeretaries  of  the 
Treasury.     He  recommends  a  sale  of  the  property. 

(j),This  property  was,  by  direction  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Trea-ury,  September  3,  1B30,  to  the  collector  of  the  customs,  Levi  Fagan.  bid  in  for  the 
United  States  for  $2,506,  under  a  sale  of  the  property  of  Mr.  Ely,  to  s'atisty  several  executions  ag;ainst  him  for  duty  bonds  to  the  amount  of  .$3,543  67, 
exclusive  of.interest.  Mr.  Fagan  states,  in  his  letter  dated  October  8,  1830,  that  in  ordinary  times  tins  property  would  rent  annually  for  about  §300,  exclu- 
sive of  a  safe  room  well  adapted  tor  a  custom-house.  It  stands  in  Ihe  centre  of  a  business  part  of  the  town,' is  well  built,  and  will  no  doubt  remain  good 
for  many  years.  Mr.  Ely,  he  says,  intends  petitioning  government  fur  time  to  redeem  it,  or  to  allow  him  a  better  price  for  it.  If  it  is  sold,  he  recommends 
a  credit  of  one,  two,  or  three  years  to  be  given  for  the  purchase  money.     Mr.  Fagan  estimates  the  property  to  be  wortli  $4,000. 

{k)  Joseph  Owen,  the  collector  of  the  customs,  in  his  letter  dated  October  14,  1830.  says  '•  these  lands  were  conveyed  by  John  F.  Bergwin  to  General 
Joseph  Swilt,  by  deed,  dated  Septembers,  1820,  to  satisfy  two  judgmeiiLs  obtained  at  the  s'pring  term  of  the  circuit  court  Ibr"  the  district  of  North  Carolina 
against  Benjanun  Smith,  one  for  §3,251,  witli  interest  from  November  28, 1803,  the  other  fori3,25l  07,  with  interest  from  November  28, 1603.  These  facts  are 
cidlected  from  the  deed  of  trust,  as  I  have  no  knowledge  of  them ;  and  the  origin  of  the  debt  due  by  Smith  is  not  known  here.  It  is  believed  that  indul- 
gence was  granted  to  Smith  by  the  United  States.  General  Joseph  Swil>  (residence  not  known)  was  the  United  States  agent  for  these  lands.  Since  he 
left  North  Carolina,  there  has  been  no  agent  appointed  by  the  United  States,  or  by  liim.  Renjamin  Smith  has  been  dead  six  years.  John  F.  Bergwin 
removed  to  Newheru,  North  Carolina,  ten  or  twelve  years  ago,  and  none  of  the  parties  to  the  deed  of  trust  ar<;  now  living  in  this  section  of  the  State. 
These  lands  have  been  generally  sold  for  the  debts  of  Smith  ;  but  the  United  States  attorney  lor  North  Carolina  has  instituted  suit  for  them,  ll  is  supposed 
they  will  be  recovered  for  the  United  States ;  and  if  so,  it  would  be  advisable  to  sell  them.  The  i^ale  should  he  on  a  liberal  credit— two  or  three  years  at 
least— to  reah/.e  the  prices  at  which  they  are  estimated. 
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1 
Names  of  debtors  or     | 

Triu-l>  ol"  1 

m.l,  &.._■. 

1 
1 

Whuro  situate. 

Tni<. 

fs  or 

l^l'Mll-i. 

-3 

HI 

-=■_ 

lornier  owners. 

1           Siaie. 

Cuiinty. 

Tow  11. 

zl    ii 

Bei^ADHU  Smith  (a). 


Do. 


Peter  Wilfon  (''). 


Peter  G.  Vooiliies  {<• 


\V.  P.  Anderson  and  Jas, 

Campbell,  (d) 
Andrew  Erwin  (e) 

Richard  .Mitchell  (/)... 


Do 

John  Pooler  (^•).. 


Jnh-i  Patt'T>nn 


(;.-orE.':\I,nil.l.and 

<.lln'r<. 


(A) 

0) 

Fanners  and  Mechanics' 
Batik  01"  Indiana.  (_;) 


About3,000  acrrsofland  on      North  Camlina.    Hnnisuuk iJen.  Jns   Swilt.. 

Mallary's  creek  and    it^  '  , 

waters;    generally  poor; 

a  ^rnall  part  (iTit  valualde 

swamp  land. 
3,640  acres  of  land,  callfd    ,...do do ' do. 

Blue    Banks;    generally 

very  poor  land. 
Lots  numbered  I IG  and  1 1 :      (lhi.> J.iI.iM.n Si<miIh-ji\  illf 

and  the  southern  lialf  ot" 

lotNo.  a'.l,in  Well's  ad-  i 

dition  i<»[he  town  oiStcu- 

bcnville. 
Snudn,'  tracts  oi   land,  lot-.      Kentucky 

ol"  ground  in  the  town  oi 

Frankfort.  &.'•. 
tl  10  acres  of  land Teiui.svee Liih-oIm I     rolliii;;su orlli . . . 

1,.^00  acres  or  first  t|nahiy    ....do ll.diord 'I".  II.  rief-h.>r   .... 

land. 
Half  an   acre  ot"  land,  and    ..  ..do Green Green  villi- J.  A-  McKinney  . . , 

weatlier-boardcd  log  i 

house.                                                                                                                                     ! 
I  lot  of  sround,  sonic  old    . .  ..do do do    

and  one  small  new  houses., 
Sundry  parcels  of  real  prop-      Georgia Cliatliani City  of  .'-^avan-      ."Vr.  11.  McAllt^ter  ., 

erty.  '  nali.  , 

A  lot  of  ground  90  feet  by  t^O do do     do 

I>oui.-^iana N'ew  Orleans  . .   City  ofX  Orlean-- 

Sundry  mortgages  given  by      Indiana SaniuelJudah,  dis- 

individual   ilebtors  to  the  trict  attorney,  & 

bank,  and  translcrred  by  ."Millon  Stapp. 

the    bank  to   the    Tnitcd 

States.  ; 


\ol  slale.l.      Nol  -tated. 


I.f>9-2  -31 

\ot  ;:^taiPd. 


•2.000  00 
Not  stated. 

•19.0b0  00 


(o)  Pee  note  (k)  of  tlie  preceding  pase. 

(');  John  Patterson,  the  rnited  J^tates  marshal,  in  his  letter  daind  October  13,  IS3II,  s.ays :  ••  On  the  l.iih  of  May  la-t,  r=amuel  HTnck,  then  United 
Stales  attorney,  purchased  this  property,  in  belialf  of  the  United  Prates,  for  the  ^uni  of  ,f  1,5!I0.  The  two  tir-t  mentioned  \(H>.  u  tih  tin  ir  inipru\i-ments, 
hitve  been  rented  out  by  liini  tiil  the  1st  ni  .April  next  at  the  rate  of  -S&O  per  annum.  'J'he  half  lot  is  unimproved  and  unproductive."'  lli-  tccomm*-nds  a 
sale  of  the  prnpt-ity,  one-third  to  be  paid  in  hand  ;  lor  the  re^idue  a  credit  of  one  and  two  years,  with  inieresi,  to  be  given.  On  these  term-  he  Hunks 
it  would  bring  cost.  The  property  was  sold  under  an  execution  against  Peter  Wilson,  late  receiver  of  public  moneys.  Ordered  by  the  Solicitor  to  he  sold 
on  the  terms  ret-ommfuded  by  tht.'  marshal. 

(c)  John  H.  Hanna,  clerk  of  the  I  United  States  district  court,  in  his  letter  dated  October  14,  li^30,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  deed  of  trust  from  Peter  Voor- 
hies  and  wife,  dated  October  IT.  16:21.  tor  tlie-rc  tracts  of  land  and  lots  of  g;onnd  in  the  town  of  Frankfort,  al.-o  sundry  mdes  oi  liand,  and  jud::mi-iits  men- 
tioned therein,  to  Gi-orge  AI.  Hibh,  Daniel  Weisinger,  and  Alexander  J.  Mitchell,  sureiies  of  said  Voorhies,  io  satisiy  the  debt  due  by  hiiri  to  the  ["mtcd 
Slates  of  .*-J7,614  13,  lor  which  judgment  was  obtained  in  l.":iO'J.  -ays:  '■  George  M.  Bibb,  esq  ,  the  surviving  tru-tee.  i>  the  only  person  who  can  give  correct 
iiitorniation  in  regard  to  this  property.  That  at  the  tinie  \'oorhies  deeded  the  prop^-rty.  there  was  a  lien  of  .-^LOOU  on  a  faim  near  Fiankiori.  which  farm 
was  .-^old  by  consent  of  all  parlies;  and  that  Mr.  Bibb,  then  Uniieii  Slates  attorney,  he  undersiond,  purchased  it  for  the  bcnclii  of  the  trust;  and  when  the 
rents  should  be  >utficiciit  lo  discharge  the  .*1.00!i.  with  inlere-t  and  such  charges  as  might  be  incurred  in  keeping  the  propen\  in  repair,  the  purcha-e  was 
10  inure  to  the  lieneiit  of  the  trust  The  other  property  embraced  in  the  deed  had  been  previously  morigiged  lor  more  than  it  was  worth,  or  the  title 
lliereto  in  such  ditficulty  as  uoi  to  be  woith  invesiisating,  except,  perhaps,  1,000  acres  on  Salt  river  may  be  unincumhered  Judgments  have  not  been 
obtained  against  the  siire'iies.  Suits  still  pending.  Tliey  now  believe  that  they  cannot  be  made  liable.*'  The  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  wrote  lo  Mr.  Bibb, 
October  iCt,  1830.  for  inforinaiion  respecting  the  property,  &.c.,  &.c.;  no  answer  received.  Mr.  Voorhies  was  formerly  United  States  district  paymaster. 
Tiie  Solicitor  wrote  to  Mr    Bibb  again.  February  o,  le3l. 

iii)  James  Cotling-worth,  the  United  State's  attorney,  in  his  letter  of  Oclobpr  3,  1S3CI,  says  this  property  was  purchased  by  him  for  the  T'nited  States 
the  30ih  of  June  last,  for  the  sum  of  .^1.300.  on  aecount'of  the  debt  due  from  Mr.  Anderson  "as  colonel  of  04111  inlai.try";  that  be  has  acted  as  the  United 
Stales  agent  for  the  same.  He  was  directed  by  the  agent  of  the  treasury,  3  Pleasonton,  February  -24,  It>30,  to  sell  the  property ;  but  could  not  obiain  the 
sum  at  which  it  was  linnied.  .t^'.Ouo.  He  thinks'  .-fe^.OOO  niighi  be  had  for  il  ou  a  credit  of  one,  two,  "and  three  years.  Ordered  by  the  Solicitor  to  be  sold  on 
(be  terms  recomiin-nded  l)>  llie  United  States  attorney. 

(e)  James  Collingsworth,  the  United  States  aiiorney,  says  this  property  was  sold  as  the  property  of  Andrew  Erwin,  on  acc<uint  of  a  judgmeni  against 
him  of  .5.'»y,005  1.%  on  account  of  duty  bonds,  and  purchased  by  Tiiomas  H.  Fletcher,  as  agrnt  for  the  Umled  Siaies,  November  1,  18-3S.  lor  the  sum  of 
."pDjlOO:  but  is  claimed  by  James  Erwin.  who  is  in  possession  of  it,  and  against  whom  an  action  of  ejeetnient  is  now  pending  in  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  we>iern  district  of  Tennessee;  conscquenily.  it  cannot  be  sold  or  disposed  of  to  advantage  until  the  termination  of  the  suit.  He  esti- 
mates the  properiv  to  be  worth  from  ten  to  iifieen  thousand  doll.irs. 

{ /")  John  A.  .SicKinnev.  United  Slates  atiornev,  in  Ins  leiier  dated  November  IS,  1830,  says  these  lots  were  purchased  by  him  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  in  April.  1830,  at  a  -ale  bv  the  Uinied  Stales  mar-hal  of  Htr-hard  Muchell"s  properiv,  to  satisfy  a  judgment  on  account  oi  the  debt  due  fiom  him 
to  the  United  States  as  late  coHeclor  of  internal  duties  The  lot  in  Greenvilk- was  purchased  for  .S-3oO.  and  is  e-tunalcd  by  him  t<i  be  worth  from  .*40U  to  $5lJ0. 
He  is  of  ihe  opinion  it  should  be  sold  on  a  credit  of  tix,  twelve,  and  eighteen  months  ;  it  is  now  under  rent  lor  .^l^  per  annum.  The  lot  in  K-igersVille  was 
in  like  manner  purchased  by  him  for  .S50 ;  the  title  to  it  is,  however,  considered  donbiiul.  There  is  a  suit  p'liding  in  the  chancery  court  at  Rogersville, 
brought  by  John  Bhvins  an'aiiisi  [Mitcliell  tor  the  propenv.  winch  is  expected  to  icrnniiate  in  May  next.  If  it  should  h-  determined  agam-t  Blivins,  Mr. 
McKinney  recommends  the  tiling  of  a  bill,  on  the  p.irt  of  the  United  Slate-^.  a:;aiiist  Mitchell,  to  have  the  title  of  the  United  States  to  the  lot  completed ; 
and  iben,  he  thinks,  it  would  sell  tor  from  live  hundred  to  one  thousand  dollars.  The  property  is  under  his  care  ;  and  a  mechanic  who  re-ides  on  it  has 
agreed  to  pav  a  nominal  rent  for  it. 

(^)  M.  H.  McAlli-ter.  the  United  States  atiornev.  in  his  letter  dated  December  1,  1830,  savs  this  property  was  mortgaged  to  secure  the  payment  of  three 
bonds,  each  for  .'5o64  08,  hearing  interest  fiom  July  -28,  1833,  payable  April  ii9.  183.i,  ISiG.  and  1837,  which  were  given  by  Robert  W.  Pooler,  Caroline  M. 
Frazier.  and  Rebecca  31.  Pooler,  to  secure  a  debt  due  lo  the  United  Slates  from  John  Pooler,  deceased,  late  commissioner  of  loans  and  agent  for  paying 
invalid  pensioners  of  .^1,693  34.  He  docs  not  desenbe  the  piopertv,  bill  e=liiiiales  it  to  be  worth  about  .53.000.  He  says  that  the  very  low  price  of  real 
estate  in  the  city  of  Savannah  has  delayed  a  foreclosure  of  the  liiorlgagc  'i'he  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  wrote  to  Mr.  McAlli.-,ter,  December  11,1830, 
mstruetins  him  to  bring  suit  on  the  bonds,  unless  pa\-meni  be  made  bv  the  parties  on  tlicir  being  inl'ormed  of  that  instruction. 

(/ii  John  Stevens,  the  collector  of  the  customs  at  Savannah,  says",  in  his  letter  dated  October  5, 1S30,  this  property  was  purchased  by  the  United  Slates, 
and  had  on  ii  a  custom-house  and  other  binldinss,  which  were  dPstro\ed  bv  lire  in  tlie  \ear  \f-20. 

(i)  The  collector  of  the  customs  at  New  Orleans,  Martin  Gordon,' in  hi's  letter  date.'l  November  24.  1830,  says,  '•  the  government  have  a  just  and  equit- 
able el.-'.im  to  all  the  vacant  lands  situate  between  the  eiiv  of  New  Orleans  and  the  river  .Mississippi,  and  in  front  of  the  city,  which  is  lully  described  in  a 
plan  which  [  have  now  the  h(mor  lo  transmit  herewith.  This  claim  comprehcmis  five  blocks  in  nont  of  the  city,  all  of  irregular  lorm,  and  marked  number 
1  to  B  on  the  plan.  On  the  block  number  2  is  situate  the  custom  hou-e.  The  balance  is  claimed  as  belonging  10  the  ciiy  of  NVw  Orleans;  and  a  suit  13 
now  pcndinc  in  the  district  couit  of  the  United  States  on  an  injui  clion  obiaincd  bv  the  miiniei|>alitv  of  lius  cilv  against  the  sale  of  a  part  of  this  property.'' 
The  properly  in  que-tion,  be  states,  '■  if  sold  lor  onc-Miird  cash,  and  a  credit  o(  one  and  nvo  years  lor  ilie  balance,  would  bring  nearly  six  bundled  thousand" 
dollars,  if  not  luliv  that  amount-"'     r'uriher  information  has  been  called  I'm  bv  the  Solniior  of  the  'i'reasurw 

( /)  Thtf  bank  iransbTrtd  to  the  United  Slates,  as  collaienil  sccuriiv  f'-r' the  pivmcnt  of  the  di'bt  liur-  from  it,  sundry  mortgages,  notes  of  hand,  and 
judgments,  amonritins  in  Hie  whole  to  $tH,oao  50.  No  speeiile  de-cri(iIion  of  llic  piopeiiv  has  been  fiirmshcd.  An  agent  is  appointed  to  collecl  and  pay 
over  llie  proceeds.  The  district  attorney,  Samuel  Judab.  in  Ins  leller  o|  O-ndier  1,  1830.  expresses  an  ojunioii,  from  an  cxaminaiiou  made  by  him  in  the 
present  year,  that  the  debt  due  lo  tlie  United  Estates  from  the  bank  may  be  collected  without  loss  to  the  government. 
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i 

Where  situate. 

3 

s  = 

Names  of  deMors  or    |         Tracts  of  land,  &.c. 

Trustees  or  agents. 

former  owners. 

State. 

County. 

Town. 

^ 

■< 

& 

A  tract  of  land,  iwoarpeiits, 
in  front  of  the  VVabasli, 

$12,340  00 

State  Bank  of  Indiana. 

(a) 

adjoining    tlie    town    of 
Vincennes;  1    square   of 
Jots   in   Vincennes  ;    lots 
Nos.  1  &  8  in  Vincennes, 
(Harrison's  addition;)    1 
lot   and    small    wooden 
building  in  Vincennes;  3 
tracts  of  land,  l,020acres, 
in  Knox  counry  ;  3  tracts 
ofland,  300  acres,  in  Gib- 
son county;  4  tracts  of 
land,  800  ocres,  in  Ligo 
county,  estimated  to  be 
worth  ^ii  per  acre ;  and 
sundrT,'  mortgages  of  lots 
in  Connersvillej  Fairfield, 
and  Brookville,  estimated 
value  S-a,{)00. 

BankofEduardsville.  (b) 

369  acres  of  land 

330 do 

Illinois 

do 

Joseph  Conway 

Bond 

160 do 

160 do 

....do 

do 

Clinton 

St.  Clair 

160  do 

....do 

Fayette 

Wm.  H.  Robertson  and 

I  house  and  lot  of  ground, 
60  feet  by  90. 

Alabama 

Mobile 

Mobile 

George  W.  Owen.. 

$12,014  29 

W.  Barnwell,  (c) 

Jolin  B.  Hngan  (d) 

7  lots  of  ground,  with   ;UI 
the  buildings  thereon. 

....do 

....do 

....do 

John  B.  llogan   {e) 

2  lots  of  ground,  each  30 
feet    front   by   150   deep, 

....do 

....do 

do 

being  part  of  the  site  of 

• 

old  Fort  Charlotte. 

Gen.  J.  Brahan  (/) 

140  acres  of  land 

....do 

....do 

....do 

Col.  Le  Koy  Pope.. 

Not  stated. 

Notetated. 

G.  F.  Strolher,  late  a  re- 

Sundry tracts  or  parcels  of 
land,  situate  in  the  county 

Missouri 

St.  Louis 

ceiver  of  public  nion- 

attorney. 

pys-  is) 

and  town  of  St-  Louis. 

George  C.  Siblev  (ft) 

1   tract  of  land,  640  acres, 
on  Wild  Horse  creek. 

do 

do    .    . 

do 

800  OO 

1  tract  of  land,  BOO  arpents.. 
1  tract  of  land,  640  acres.... 
1  tract  of  land .  160  acres 1 

....do 

1,600  00 

3,200  00 

600  00 

680  00 

do 

Lafayette 

1 

....do  

1 

1  tract  of  land,  160  acres....' 

....do 

....do 

1 
1 

(a)  In  1821  Jesse  B.  Tlinmas,  an  ajcnt  for  the  government,  in.ide  an  arrangement  with  the  Bank  of  Vincennes,  bv  virtue  of  which  these  tracts  of  land 
and  lots  of  ground,  with  otljer  securities,  were  conveyed  to  trustees  for  the  henelit  of  the  United  Slates.  It  appears,  however,  from  a  dct<iiled  report  made 
the  12tl)  of  August.  1830,  by  Samuel  Judah,  tiie  United  Slates  attorney,  in  relation  tn  this  conve\ance.  that  the  title  to  some  of  the  property  has  been  con- 
tested. A  suit  is  pending  in  the  supreme  court  of  Indiana  in  relation 'to  it,  which  lie  is  of  the  opinion  will  bo  decided  in  favor  of  the  United  States.  He 
estimates  the  probable  value  of  the  tracts  of  land  and  lots  of  ground  to  be  about  .1il3,340  ;  and  in  his  letter  of  October  4,  1830,  he  s,ays  that  it  is  clearly  his 
opinion,  from  a  personal  examination  of  all  the  property,  that  it  should  be  sold  ;  the  terms,  one-fourth  cash,  the  balance  in  three  iiistalnienUs,  secured  by 
mortgage. 

(6)  Joseph  Conway,  United  States  marsh.nl,  in  his  letter  dated  October  26,  1830,  says,  "these  lands  were  bid  oft' to  the  United  States  at  marshal's  sale, 
in  the  year  1828,  at  the  court-house  in  the  town  of  Edwardsville.  bv  him,  at  the  request  of  S.  Breeze,  then  United  Stales  attorney,  for  the  sum  of  .JBOS  29, 
on  account  of  the  judgment  of  the  United  States  against  the  president,  directors,  and  comp.iny  of  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  for  $53,442  86.  Says  that  he 
understood,  however,  after  he  bid  them  in,  that  they  had  been  previouslv  sold  for  ta.xes,  and  were  forfciteil. 

(c)  This  property  was  mortgaged  to  the  United  States  June  17. 1830,'  bv  Robertson  and  Barnwell,  to  secure  the  payment  of  several  duty  bonds,  amount- 
ing to  $12,014  29,  payable  at  various  periods  from  the  21st  June  to  the  20lh  October,  1830.  Previouslv,  however,  to  their  all  becoming  due,  the  United 
States  attorney  lor  the  southern  district  of  .Alabama,  John  Elliot,  was  instructed  to  give  them  an  indulge'iice  of  one,  two,  and  three  years,  upon  their  con- 
fessing judgment  on  the  bonds  as  they  became  due.  and  securing  the  payments  to  the  satisfaction  of  himself  and  the  collector,  Ge'orge  VV.  Owen.  The 
attorney  says  the  probable  value  of  this  property,  if  sold  for  cash,  is  from  eight  to  ten  thousand  dollars. 

(rf)  Tliese  lots  were  mortgaged  by  George  Davis  and  his  wife  to  John  B.  Hogan,  which  mortgage  was  turned  over  to  the  United  States  bv  Mr.  Hogan 
as  collateral  security  for  the  payment  of  a  debt  due  by  him  to  the  United  Slates  as  a  paymaster.  The  principal  and  interest  on  the  debt  for  which  the 
morlsage  was  given,  according  to  a  decree  of  foreclosure  had  at  the  November  term,  1829,  of  the  circuit  court  of  Mobile  countv,  is  .$4,019  69.  John  Elliot, 
the  United  Stales  attorney,  says  in  his  letter  dated  October  11,  1830,  this  properlv  will  be  sold  under  Ihe  decree  on  or  bel'oie  the  first  Mondav  in  December 
ne.\l,  and  may  possibly  bring  that  sum  ;  but  as  the  sale  will  be  lor  cash,  he  is  of  the  opinion  it  will  not  command  more  than  two-tliirds  of  it.  The  proceeds 
will  be  applied  to  the  credit  of  the  balance  due  on  Hogan 's  debt,  which  is  $11,822  79. 

(e)  These  lots  were  mortgaged  by  Benjamin  Vincent  and  his  wife  to  John  B.  Hogan,  to  secure  the  payment  of  a  debt  of  .$4,500  due  to  llim  by  said 
Vincent.  This  mortgage,  Mr.  Elliot  says,  was  not  legally  assigned  to  the  United  Stales,  but  was  turned  over  as  collateral  security  bv  Hogan,  under  the 
express  understanding  that  Ihe  United  States  were  to  have  the  benefit  of  it;  and  liis  predecessor  received  on  the  15th  March,  1828,  in  part  payment  thereof, 
the  sum  ot  .$1,000.  He  did  not,  however,  institute  legal  proceedings  for  the  recovery  of  tlie  amount  yet  due  on  it.  The  Hon.  W.  R.  King  represented  to 
the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  that  this  property  would  sell  to  better'  advantage  on  a  credit  llian  for  cas'h  ;  upon  which  the  Solicitor  instructed  the  attorney, 
John  Elliot,  January  3,  1831,  that  if  he  was  of  that  opinion,  to  sell  it  on  a  credit  of  one,  two,  and  three  years,  or  for  one-fourth  cash,  and  the  residue  on 
one,  two.  and  three  years  credit,  with  interest,  the  pajnienls  to  be  secured  to  his  entire  satisfaction. 

(/)  The  United  States  attorney  for  the  northern  district  of  Alabama,  Byrd  Brandon,  in  his  letter,  dated  October  2,  1830,  says,  General  John  Brahan, 
receiver  of  pubhe  moneys  at  Hunlsville,  e.\ceuted  two  bonds  for  .$40,981  60  each,  dated  the  23d  October,  1819,  payable  at  nine'and  eighteen  months  after 
date;  to  secure  the  payment  of  which,  he  at  the  same  time  executed  a  deed  of  trust  to  Ob.idiah  Jones,  Clement  C.  Clav,  John  W.  Walker,  Le  Roy  Pope, 
and  John  Reed,  as  trustees  for  the  United  States,  for  a  considerable  quantity  of  real  and  personal  properly.  He  is  not  able  to  state  how  much  of  lliis  prop- 
eily  has  been  converted  into  funds  by  Colonel  Pope ;  but  believes  the  land  has  all  been  disposed  of  except  140  acres,  which  he  describes  as  being  part  of 
the  northeast  quarter  of  section  2,  in  township  4,  range  1  west.     What  its  probable  value  may  be  he  does  not  state. 

(S)  These  lands  xvere  mortgaged  to  ihe  United  States  by  Mr.  Strother,  June  22,  18'26,  for  the  purpBse  of  securing  a  debt  due  from  him  to  the  United 
States,  as  receiver  of  public  moneys,  of  .f^-J.  830  55.  The  debt  has  been  reduced,  by  subsequent  statements  at  the  Treasury,  to  $20, 631  86.  In  a  letter 
received  from  H.  A.  Ewing,  clerk  of  the  United  Slates  i-ourt  for  the  district  of  Missouri,  dated  the  10th  October,  18.30,  m  which  he  gives  a  full  description  of 
this  property,  he  says  a  bill  in  chancery  was  filed  in  that  office  by  the  United  States  district  attorney  on  the  28lh  January,  1829,  to  have  this  mortgage 
foreclosed. 

(Al  George  C.  Sibley  was  a  surety  on  certain  custom-house  bonds;  and  at  a  sale  of  his  property,  made  bv  the  United  Slates  marshal  to  .satisfy  the  debt, 
lliese  five  tracts  of  land  were  bid  in  to  the  United  Slates,  at  the  prices  stated,  bv  Beverlv  Allen,  the  former  United  States  agent.  The  present  agent, 
George  Shannon,  says,  in  his  letler  of  ihe  29th  November,  1830,  that  his  information  in  rela'iion  to  the  properlv  is  .so  vague  and  uncertain  that  he  can  give 
no  satisfactory  opinion  as  to  its  present  value.  He  dues  not,  however,  believe  it  will  bring  the  sum  given  for  it^$6,680.  He  thinks,  from  its  local  situation, 
that  there  is  no  prospect  of  its  appreciating  in  value,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  sold.    Sale  ordered  accordingly  by  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury. 


1831.] 
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Names  of  debtors  or  Traci*  ol'  land,  &C. 

former  owners,         I 


T.  Douglass,  No.  1  (a) . . . 

Jas.  Kcmierly.No.  -2  (h),. 

Jas,  Keiinerly,  No.  *J  (c).. 

Jas   Koniierly.No.  :i  (rf)  . 

Thos.  MeKnisht,  .N'o.  4 
(0  i 

Thos.  MeKniglit,  No.  5 

(/) 
J.  McKnighl,dec.,  \o.  6 

U) 
Joseph  Phihpson,  No.  7 

(1) 


Thomas    Bradv,   No,  8 

«)  ■  I 

A.  L.  Langliam,  No.  9  i 


VVIicre  situate. 


Trusi('e«  or  agents. 


State. 


1  lot,  l:iO  iVcl  front  by  lo'O      Missouri 
feet  deep. 


.ilo  , 


I 


1   lot,  f)0  leet  trout    l>y  l.^U    do  , 

feet  deep. 
1   lot,  no  feet  front    by  'MO    do  , 

feet  derp. 
First.  Two  equal  uiidiviufd    ....do  , 

lourtli  parts  of  fix  lots  of  I 

ground,  >«os.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5, 

and  6,  forming  a  square 

adjoining  the  city  of  St. 

Louis- 
Second.     Undivided    third  ;....do  , 

part  of  four  lots,  Xos.  5,  ; 

6,  7,  and  !?,  on  the  bank 

of  Mississippi  river,  north 

of  St.  Louis. 
Third.   Two  lots,  Nos.  33    ....do. 

and  34,  each  60  feet  front 

by  40  deep,  in  the  city  of 

St.  Louis. 
Fourth.  Lot  No.  3.  60  feet    do  . 

I"ront  by  170  iVet  ileep,  in 

St.  LnUL>. 

Fiftli.    Four  lots,  pach  60    do. 

feet  front  by  li31  feet  deep,  ' 

Nos.  9,  10,  11,  and  li,  in  ' 

St.  Louis. 
Siith.  A  tract  of  land,  3,000    do  . 

arpents,  in  St.  Louis  city,  j 
Halfof  a  lot,  40  by  75  leet,    do  . 

a  dwelling-house  thereon.! 
First.  A  tract  of  land,  104i    ....do  . 

arpents,  Big  Prairie  west  j 

of  St.  Louis. 
Second.    A   tract  of  land.    ....do  . 

74.35  acres,  three  miles  ' 

northwest  of  St.  Louis.     ! 
Third    A  tract  of  land,  60    do  . 

arpent=,  in  tiie  prairie.        | 
Fourlli.  A  tract  of  land, 100    do. 

arpents,  in  the  prairie. 
Fiftli.  A   tract  of  land,  40    ...   do  . 

arpents,  ui  the  prairie. 


.do  . 


St.  Louis 


do 


i 


io  . 


1  lot.  *JS  feet,  Enslij^h  meas- 
ure, by  l.'')0  feet  deep, 
French  measure. 

1  lot,  150  feel  Iront  by  30 
leet  deep.  i 

1  lot  of  i:round,-28  feet  front    do do ilo 

by  50  feci  deep.  | 

1  lot, 3S  feet  front,  150  deep,    ....do dn d't 

on  the  bank  of  Missouri 


G.  Shannon,  U.  S. 

attorney,  and  B. 

().  Fallnn. 
do 


S-3,G00  00 


§4,000  00 


.do  , 
.dn  . 

.do  , 


Near  St.  Louis. do 


4,500  00         6,000  00 

I 
■IIIO  00     

3-15  0(1  -J,  000  00 

J^05  00  :       3,000  00 

100  00  :  Not  stated. 

71  00  ,  Not  stated. 
I 
I,. -.52  00     1 


.do do  . .. 

do St.  Louis 

.do 


.dn 
.do  . 
.do  , 


•300  00  600  00 


6-35  00     1 


700  00 
300  00 
100  00 


}■   3.000  00 


J 


(a)  On  this  lot  there  are  two  tenements— one  large  bnck  house,  rented  for  -S^O  per  monilt ;  and  ont-  smaller  dwilling,  ri'nted  for  i$l-2  per  month. 
(A)  On  iliis  lot  there  i*i  a  brick  store  and  dwelling-house,  now  rented  at  :^r>00  per  annum. 

(c)  On  this  lot  is  a  row  of  one-story  brick  buildings,  called  Jones's  row.  7'his  property  is  valuable  and  productive  ;  but  the  title  of  the  United  States 
is  considered  by  the  agent  as  worth  nothing. 

(d)  This  kit  adjoins  tlif  one  described  above  as  renting  for  .®500  per  annum  :  both  lots  together  constitute  a  lot  of  -300  feet  deep  by58  feet  wide.  They 
are  estimated  to  be  worth  .58,000;  and  it  is  believed  that  tliey  will  cnnuiiand  a  hislipr  price  if  sold  together  than  they  would  if  ^old  separately. 

(c)   This  lot  has  on  it  a  stone  warehouse;  but  being  rather  out  of  the  way  ot  bu-iness,  it  remains  vacant. 

(_A)  A  stone  dwelling-house  and  other  improvements  on  this  lot-  It  has  never  been  in  possession  of  the  agent  of  the  United  States;  and  their  claim 
to  it  under  the  purchase  is  supposed  to  be  very  doubtful.     Mr.  Shannon  says  tliis  property  is  verj'  valuable. 

(s)  This  lot  is  said  to  be  vacant;  and  the  title  supposed  by  Mr.  Shannon  to  be  not  good 

{h)  All  the  interest  of  the  United  States  in  the  six  lots  tirst  de>:cribed.  and  all  their  'interest  in  the  four  lots,  Nos.  9,  10,  U,  and  1-3,  had  been  sold,  says 
Mr.  Shannon,  by  Colonel  Strollier  and  other  agents  appointed  for  that  purpose,  previous  to  the  date  of  his  late  conveyance  to  the  Utiitt-d  States  :  whieii 
fact  was  not  communicated  by  Col.  Strotiier  to  the  agents,  nor  was  it  known  t<>  them  at  the  time  he  ni^de  the  conveyance  to  the  United  .States.  The  title 
to  the  tract  of  land  containing  3,000  arpents  is  considered  of  no  value.  The  property  iccojtdiy,  (luTdli/,  and  fouTihly  described,  (being  unimproved,  and 
some  of  it  of  equivocal  titb^)  Mr.  Shannon  says  we  (the  agents)  are  unable  to  esiiinate  satisfactorily  to  ourselves.  We  concur,  however,  In  the  opinion 
that  it  should  be  snhl  lor  what  it  will  bring.     Sale  ordered  accordingly  by  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury. 

(i)    This  property  under  rent  for  .*3  a  montli- 

{k)  These  live  tracts  together  con?titute  the  Langham  place,  having  upon  it  a  tVame  dwelling-house,  stable,  two  small  nur-hnuses,  log  kitchen,  some 
fruit  trees,  and  about  sixty  acres  of  it  enclosed.  The  buildings  are  all  in  a  state  of  dilapidation,  and  the  fences  so  far  decayed  as  to  be  nearly  useless.  The 
rent  will  not  put  it  and  keep  it  in  tolerable  repair.  It  is  now  rented  lor  .-^lOO  per  ye;ir  John  Malanphy  holds  a  mortgage  on  an  arpfut  and  a  half  wide  by 
twenty  arpents  deep  of  it,  inconveniently  dividing  the  improved  porti<ui  of  the  imct.  to  secure  the  payment  of  a  debt  more  tlian  double  the  land  mortgaged. 
This  portion  of  the  tract  may  be  considered  as  worse  than  of  no  value  to  the  Uinti-d  Stites,  a?  it  will  probably  injure  the  sale  of  the  residue.  Excluding 
lliat  portion  covered  by  Malanphy's  morig.ige,  the  residue,  Mr.  Shannon  says,  may  bring  some  .^8  per  acre. 

Note-— The  whole  of  thi^  property,  from  No.  1  to  9,  was  purchasrd  by"  tVoorg'e  F.  Strotiier,  agent  for  ihe  United  States,  at  sherifTs  sale,  and  was  con- 
veyed to  him  in  trust  for  the  United  States,  the  first  parcel  in  the  year  l?-3,  ihe  eighth  in  the  year  1624,  and  the  others  in  the  year  IS'i",  under  several 
executions  in  favor  of  the  Bank  of  .^lissouri,  tor  the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  again-t  the  parties  whose  names  are  opposite  to  each  number ;  winch 
property  was,  by  nine  deeds  signed  and  acknowledged  by  .Mr-  Strother  the  16th  July,  1S30,  conveyed  to  the  United  Stales,  and  were  placed  in  the  hands  of 
George  Shannon,  United  States  attorney,  and  Henjimm  O.  Fallan,  to  whom  the  agency  heretofore  confided  to  Mr-  Strother  was,  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  on  the  ■29th  May,  1830,  transleired.  In  ilieir  report  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Trea>ury,  dated  N<ivember  12,  lc-30,  from  which  the  above  entries  are 
made,  they  say,  from  various  coiuiderations.  they  arc  of  opinion  that  the  whole  of  the  proprrty  tlinuld  be  bold  at  auction,  under  ccridin  restrictions,  for  cash. 
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STATEMENT— Continued. 


Where  situate. 

Names  of  debtors  or 

Tracts  of  land.  &.c. 

Trustees  or  agents. 

-a 

% 

former  owners. 

t  § 

State. 

County. 

Town. 

c. 

is 

< 

Ph 

A.  Gallatin,  No.  1  (o)... 

1  lot  of  ground,  with  a  dwel- 
ling-house and  other  im- 
provements   thereon,   50 

Missouri 

St.  Louis 

City  of  St.  Louis 

Edward  Bates 

•  $2,000  00 

Do. ...No.  2 

feet  front  by  1'30  deep. 
1   lot  of   ground,    114   feet 

....do  

....do  

....do 

do 

.Sl,,iOO  00 

600  00 

front  by  KIo  deep,  unim- 

proved . 

Do.. ..No.  3 

1  tract  of  land  of  80  arpents. 
Certain  lands  nofdescribed. 

.,..do  

do 

do 

3, age  68 

1  000  00 

James  McCioskey  (i) 

Not  stated 

Certain  properly  set  off  to 
the  United  States  at  ap- 

 do 

do 

2,4ni  86 

adniinistraiors  of  Otis 

Fisher,  Ueceasc.l.  (c) 

praisal,  not  described. 

President,  directors,  and 

Sundry   real   and    personal 

Dist.  of  Col 

Alexandria,  Slc 

Thomas  Swann 

Not  slated. 

Not  stated. 

company,  of  the  late 

property. 

Franklin  B'k  of  Alex- 

andria, {(t) 

N.    Ingraham    &     Sons, 

Lots  Noy.  21, 22, 23, 24,  and 

Dist.  Columbia. 

Washington  .. . 

City  of  Wash- 

Not stated 

30  29 

30  29 

navy  agents,  Charles- 

25, in  ilie  eastern  section 

ington. 

ton,  S.  Carolina,  (e) 

ofthecityof  Washington. 

C.  L.  Kaulkman  (/) 

Lot  No.  1,  in  square  No.  902, 
containing   4,594   square 
feet ;  and  lot  No.  7,  in 
square  No.  951,  contain- 
ing 3,929  square  feet. 

....do 

....do 

....do 

Tench   Ringgold  ... 

■168  21 

468  21 

House,    and  lot   of  ground 
85  feet  front  by  120  feet 

Thos   Turner,  col- 
lector of  customs. 

3,000  00 

deep. 

Jolin  Jackson  (A) 

1  house  and  lot  of  ground. . . 

"■•'''^ 

Alexandria 

Alexandria  .... 

Geo.  Brent, collec- 
tor of  customs. 

Not  known 

Wm.  N.  iMiIls  (i) 

do do 

....do 

do 

....do 

do 

....do 

Not  stated  (fr) 

dn do 

1  house  and  2  acrct^  of  ground 

....do 

....do 

do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

do 

150  00 
660  00 

Adam  Lynn  (0 

300  00 

(o)  George  Shannon,  United  States  attorney,  in  his  letter,  diitod  November  29,  1830,  says  :  ''^  On  the  7th  day  of  Februaiy,  I&23,  judgment  was  ob- 
tained against  Abraham  Gallatin,  one  of  the  ^ur^'tles  of  Jolni  VV.  Thoiii,<on,  late  collector  of  iiitcrnal  revenue ;  the  other  surety,"  William  C  Carr,  was  not 
sued,  but  he  assumed  thP  payment  of  one  half  of  the  judsment,  (which  was  for  $3,000,  the  penalty  of  the  olTicial  bond,)  and  Gallatm  and  wife,  by  their 
deed,  dated  January  1,  1825,  conveyed  this  property  to  Edward  Bates,  of  St.  Louis,  in  trust,  to  secure  to  tlie  United  States  the  payment  of  the  other  ,$1,500 
of  the  yaid  judg;nient.  The  tract  of  land  of  yO  nrponLs  has  been  sold  by  Mr.  Bate-;  and  Mr.  Gallatin  to  Dr.  John  Young,  who  resides  on  it,  for  $1,000.  The 
sum  of  .$500  oi  the  purchase  money  has  been  p;iid  to  Mr.  Gallatin,  and  .Si.'jO  to  Mr.  Bates;  and  Dr.  Young  says  he  is  ready  to  pay  the  other  .^2.'iiJ  so  soon 
as  he  can  obtain  a  title  to  the  land.  This  balance,  with  the  two  lots  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  he  considers  amply  sufficient  to  pav  Mr.  Gallatin'.s  debt  to 
the  government." 

(ft)  The  only  information  obtained  in  relation  to  this  propertv  is  from  a  statement  made  by  John  Winder,  the  clerk  of  the  United  States  district  court, 
Missouri,  October  7,  1830,  furnished  by  John  Leib,  United  States  marshal,  viz:  "Judgment  in  favor  of  tlie  United  States,  October  10,1823,  rs.  James 
McClo.-^key,  for  §3.398  68  January  31,  1824,  execution  venditioni  exponas  returned  into  court  without  service,  by  direction  of  the  attorney  for  the  United 
States,  he  having  been  authorized  to  stay  proceedings  on  defendant's  turning  over  certain  property,  to  wit,  lands,  which  was  done,  and  title  made  to  the 
United  States." 

(c)  In  relation  to  this  property  Mr.  Winder  sa.vs:  "Judgment  in  favnr  of  the  United  States,  September  10, 1623,  rs.  Conant  and  McCioskey,  adminis- 
trators of  Otis  Fi~her,  deceased,  for  $2,461  86.  October  11,  1824,  execution  reiurnrd,  'property  set  otfto  plaintiffs  at  appraisal.'  Property  sold  at  auction, 
by  direction  of  the  Trea>ury  Department,  for  .^JGOO,  to  Col.  Jo.siah  SnellinE."  John  Leih,  the  present  marshal,  in  his  letter,  dated  October  8,  1830,  says 
Thomas  Rowland,  the  former  mnr^hal,  benig  absent  from  home,  and  not  expected  to  return  for  some  ^hortiime,  he  is  unable  to  give  any  further  information 
in  relation  to  these  cases;  but  as  soon  as  Mr.  Rowland  returns,  will  apply  to  him  tor  information  relative  thereto. 

(di  Thomas  Swann,  United  States  attorney,  says,  in  his  leiier  of  (ictobcr  9,  1830:  "The  late  Frankini  Bank  of  Alexandria,  some  lime  in  the  year 
1822,  made  a  transfer  to  William  H.  Crawford,  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  of  all  their  property  and  debts,  to  secure  the  payment 
of  the  sum  of  §48,000,  due  Ironi  that  bank  to  the  United  States.  The  terms  and  conditions  upon  which  this  transfer  was  made  will  more  fully  appear  in  a 
deposition  which  I  gave  to  a  committee  of  Congress  in  the  year  1824,  a  copy  of  which  I  here  enclose.  Since  that  depo-ition  was  given,  I  liaVe  tried  the 
suits  at  law  upon  the  indorsed  notes  therein  mentioned  ;  and  after  a  full  argument  of  one  of  the  cases,  the  court  gave  judgment  against  the  United  Statfs. 
being  of  opininn  that  after  the  dissolution  of  the  bank  the  blank  indorsements  upon  the  notes  could  not  be  filled  up  so  as  to  authorize  suit?  to  be  brought 
in  the  name  of  the  United  States.  In  consequence  of  this  decision  I  varied  my  course  of  proceeding,  and  instituted  a  suit  in  chancery  against  all  the 
debtors  of  the  bank,  as  well  the  stock  debtors  as  the  others;  which  suit  is  now  pending  in  the  Alexandria  court.  Among  the  property  belongmg  to  this 
hank  were  some  lots  in  Alexandria,  given  to  secure  the  payments  of  debts  due  to  the  bank.  I  cannot  state  rhe  extent  or  value  of  this  property,  but  1 
believe  its  value  cannot  exceed  .'$2,000.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  other  real  estate  in  which  this  bank  is  interested,  except  a  tract  of  land  in  ihe  county  of 
Prince  William,  in  Virginia,  about  which  a  .^uit  is  now  pending  in  the  Fredericksburg  court,  under  the  rare  of  Messrs.  Barton  and  Berry."  The  amount  of 
claims  assigned  by  the  bank  is  staled  to  be,  according  to  the  li^t  filed  with  the  bill  in  chancery,  .'b:I36.222. 

(e)  Tench  Kincgold,  United  Slates  mar?hal,  in  his  letter,  November  9,  1830,  --ays  these  lots  were  bid  into  the  United  States  by  Edward  Fox,  jr.,  agent, 
appointed  for  the  United  Slates  by  William  H  Crawford,  then  Secretar>'  of  the  Treasury,  at  public  sale,  by  auihnriiy  of  a  writ  of  fini  facins^  issued  t'roni 
the  district  court  of  common  pleas  in  the  Mate  of  South  Carolina,  at  the  suit  of  the  United  Stales  against  ^"atllallil■l  Ingraham  and  Henry  Ingraham,  in  the 
year  1821,  for  the  sum  of  ,530  29.  He  says  they  are  at  this  time  of  small  value,  and  recommends  that  they  be  put  und<r  the  care  of  Joseph  Elgar, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings,  &e. 

{ t)  This  prop  rty  was  assigned  to  the  United  States  district  attorney  for  Maryland,  for  the  use  of  the  United  Slates,  in  the  year  1818,  by  Charies  L. 
Kaulkman,  to  secure  the  payment  ot",ccriain  duty  bonds  given  by  hiin,  and  was,  by  direction  of  Joseph  Anderson,  esq..  Comptroller  of  the  Treasurj',  on 
the  3d  of  February,  1823,  sold  by  Tench  Kiiigsohl,' United  Slates  tnar^hal.  to  a  certain  James  Spraii  for  the  sum  of  ^319  61^.  He,  however,  died  shortly 
after  he  purchased  the  property,  and  his  widow,  who  is  in  the  pos.^e-^Mon  (if  it,  Ii.ns  not,  as  yet,  complied  with  the  terms  of  sale  and  purchase  by  paying  the 
purchase  money,  which,  with  interest  thereon  up  to  the  3d  of  Xi.vmher,  1830,  amounts  to  the  sum  of  #468  21^.  Mr  Ringeold.  in  his  letter  rct'erred  to 
above,  says  :  "  Mrs  >praithas  refrained  from  paying  tlie  money  becaii.>e  (as  she  alleges)  of  a  lawsuit  existing  between  lier  and  the  heirs  of  her  late  husband, 
which  has,  however,  been  lately  settled  by  the  Supreme  Court.  She  has,  he  says,  begged  indulgence  for  a  few  weeks  to  enable  her  to  consult  hrr  counsel, 
Messrs.  Key  and  Jones,  promising  him  if  they  advised  her  to  pay  the  debt  lo  do'so  very  soon.  " 

(e)  Thomas  Turner,  the  collector  of  the  customs,  says,  in  h'is  Ictt  r,  dated  October  9. 1830,  "  this  properly  was  mortgaged  to  the  United  States  by  John 
Kurtz,  merchant  of  this  place,  several  years  ago,  during  "ilie  lifetime  of  John  Barnes,  my  predecessor  in  otfice,  to  secure  tlie  payment  of  bonds  due  by  .=aid 
Kurtz  and  a  certain  Washington  Bowie  to  the  amount  of  ,'5l.6;(3  08;  thai  its  present  value  is  about  ;$;3.000;  that  the  sale  of  it  has  been  postpnnctlfrom 
time  to  time  through  applications  by  Mr.  Kurtz  to  ilie  agent  of  the  treasury,  he  having  regulariv  paid  up  the  interest  on  the  bonds  to  the  2yih  November, 
1829;  that  Mr.  Kurtz  has  been  offered  lately  f3,000  for  the  property,  but  he  asks  ,$3, 400  for  it;'  which  sum  he  expects  he  will  procure  very  sliorilv,  and 
will  then  pay  the  debt  due.  " 

(A)  George  Brent,  the  collector  of  the  cHsioms,  says  this  property  was  conveyed  to  the  United  Slates  by  Mr.  Jackson,  but  for  what  consideratiim  is 
unknown  to  him.  It  is  subject  to  a  ground  rent  of  §250,  and  is  now  under  rent  for  ,'5120  per  annum.  11  it  was  noi  subject  to  ground  rent  he  thinks  it 
would  be  worth  .$1,200.     The  conveyance  made  by  Jackstpn,  he  says,  is  not  upon  record. 

(i)  Mr.  Brenl  says  this  property  w.is  conveyed  to  the  United  Spates  by  William  N.  Mills  and  wife,  for  what  consideration  is  also  unknown  lo  him. 
It  is  >nliji'et  to  a  ground  rent  rif  $51  25.  and  is  now  urnhr  n-nt  at  .'§12  pL-r  annum.     If  it  was  noi  s-ubjcct  to  ground  rem  lie  iliinks  it  would  be  worlli  S^OU. 

(fc;  Mr.  ISreiit  s-.>>  this  prr.pirly  was  Ind  m  to  ilu-  Unit"  (I  States  in  1623  by  a  former  collector  ol  liie  (  u>lim)3  \<-r  .^l.iO,  at  a  sah;  of  the  marsli.nl  of  this 
district,  but  the  amount  of  dibi  l<ir  which  it  was  .^o|. I,  and  ai;auist  whom  ()m.'  debt  was,  he  does  n.t  stau-.  Mc  says  it  i- subject  lo  a  groui  d  rent  of 
^If',  ntui  is  now  ind  r  rent  for  .^24  per  annum.  It  dn.-s  not  a|ip.  ar,  liowtvcr.  |i.'  sa\  s.  ili.il  any  chiiin  for  ground  rent  has  ever  been  made  t-ilice  the  laie 
coih-clor  pur.li.i-ed  the  [)rop'  riy.     Il  it  w;is  not  suhjrct  to  I'routd  rent  b-'  tliiiik>  it  Wnuld  he  wo'nh  .•^.luO. 

(/)  Tins   proiieriy  wa<  hiil    in  to  the    United  Slaio  in    IJ-JJ   hv  a  lor r  cnjledor  of  ihe  cusIoni>  l<ir  Sf^OO,  at  a  sale  of  the  marshal  of  this  district,  on 

account  of  the  di.bt  (ani'miit  not  known)  due  lo  llie  Unitt-d  Siati-s  by  .A.  L>  nu  Mr.  Brent  says:  "  I  h.ive  been  oHereJ  .^'JM  cash  tor  this  property,  which 
I  consider  it-  full  value."  'J'he  Solicuor  directt  d  Mr.  Brent,  Ocioiicr  Ifi,  1830,  to  tell  the  property  tor  what  he  had  been  offered,  wiiich  was  accordingly 
done  ;  and  a  deed  therefor  has  since  been  given  to  the  purchaser  by  the  Solicitor. 


1831. 


I. A  N  L) s  A r  12 1  I  RK i»  li  \    r  11 1-:  i  n  1 1'  i:i»  s t a t e s . 


287 


S'rATlvMKNT— ruhliimr.l. 


Names  of  (irluors  or 
former  owners. 


Traits  of  |;iiui,  &.<! 


Tru-ti'i's  oi  ayi'iits 


W; 


fiiiU> 


New  York. 


\fu-  York 


Camillusliritruh  {n)  ....     Laii.K  :ui>l  Ims  of  fin.im.I, 
j        kt-  ,  111   K'liiiK-ky.   ].nn.  ! 
!        jsiaiiii.  \'it;;ima.  ami   Ilu' 
I       touii  (if  Ak-xarulria.  Dir^- 
'       triet  of  Columbia. 
J.  Fitzgeralil,  deceased,      Lm-,   Str- .   ni   tin'  town  of 
lale   collector  of  cus-  ]        Alr\aiulii;t,  ;uul  lauds  in  I 
'lonis.  (A)  the  Stall'  of  oino. 

F.  Marsteilcr,  hue  i|uar-      House,  lot.  &io l)i>I.  Ci.luiiibia.    Al<-\aiiii 

terniaster.  (c)  '  , 

VVm.  H.  Dundas(^) rmiii-riy  <.f  \  anoii^  ilrH-np    '....d.. 1...   . 

lions.  I 

L.  liiee  and  the  Culum-      0  brick  I'Uildinj^s  on  lots  Nus. 
bian  College,  (c)  1  and  ■->.  in  square  No.  504. 

John  VV.  Kearney,  \Yni.      \o.  1.  I  bit  of  ground  on  Sih 
McFarlane,  and  R.  L.  avenue.  brtuiMu  l^-thand 

Patterson  {/)  19tU  sirt-rts.  1  ir,  iV-^t  nn 

the  avenue.  114  iVet  on 
Fitzroy's  mad.  oti  sunth 
side  2i0  feet,  and  on  I'.'ih 
street'120  feet. 
No.  '2.  A  lot  on  19th  street 
147  9-12  foot,  on  Fitzroy's 
road  113  4-12  leet,  on  the 
northiily  side  146  G-12 
feet,  and  on  the  westerly 
side  90  9-12  feet. 
John  R.  Murray  (^) ..  ..1  i  One  undivided  fourth  part 
of  a  tract  of  land,  contain- 
ing 22,725  acres. 
Sundry  lots  of  land,  contain- 
ing in  the  whole  5,233 
acres. 

do do..., 

One  moiety  of  a  tract  of  land,  L,  ..do Oneida.. 

containing  10,725  acres,  j 

One  tract  of  land,  contain-    ....do '  Genesee 

ins  2,000  acres.  | 

15  lots  or  parcels  of  land,  ;....ilo ,  ClMiion 

containing  in    the   whole 
3,600  acres. 


nuiii[ilii.y      ri-alvi'  i  Xiit-latrd 

and  T    Swann. 


do    I  Ni)t  known 


K.   J.    l..r,     i-lcrk 
ciicnit  fourl. 


Cily  of  \Va>h        'lMioni;w  Swant 
i[i"ton. 


>'i  1,000  00     ^■.>,.:.oo  00 


('U_\     of     \ew 
York. 


Do 


William  Ogden  (gl....3 
Do 4 

Do 5 

W.  Ogden  and  J.  R.  [6 
Murray,  (g) 


..do.. 


.do.. 


.do.. 


Oneida.. 


St.  Lawrence. , 


.do.. 


Near  De  Kalh. 


llrvrrly  Itob<Tl>on 


T.    ]..    Ogden    and 
II.  W.  Ro-ers. 


.do., 
.do.. 


I 


(a)  This  property  was  conveyed  in  trust  to  Humphrey  Peake,  late  colleclor  of  the  custom^,  and  Thomas  Swann,  United  States  attorney,  by  Camilliis 
Griffith,  who  was  committed  to  prison  uinler  several  executions  against  liiiii  for  .■$102, 09J  15,  due  from  liini  to  the  Uiuied  Slates  as  late  contractor  for 
supplying  the  army  in  the  late  war.     A  schedule  of  the  property  was  lurnished  by  Mr.  Brent,  and  is  filed  in  the  Sohcitoi's  ollice.     Tlie  supposed  value  or 

-amount  of  property  therein  not  slated. 

(b)  This  property  was  conveyed  in  trust  to  Humphrey  Peake,  late  collector  of  the  customs,  and  Thntnas  Swann,  United  States  attorney,  for  the  use 
of  the  United  States,  on  account  of  the  debt  (amount  noisiated)  due  by  Mr.  Fiizs'M-ald.  Mr.  Brent  s;iy-  :  ■'■This  proper, y,  I  undi-r>t;ind,  has  been  sold  ; 
part  of  the  money  appears,  from  the  records  of  this  olfice,  to  have  been  paid  into  thi'  treasury;  the  b.ilanee  yet  remains  to  In-  accouim-d  for  "' 

(c)  This  property,  Mr.  Brent  says,  was  conveyed  to  the  United  States  nn  account  of  the  ihbt  (amount  nut  known)  du*-  by  Mr.  .M.ir-telli-r.  He  states 
it  was  under  the  care  ot  Edmund  J.  Len,  clerk  ol  the  United  States  circuit  court,  and,  from  inlormation  he  h  is  ri-c-'ivi d,  believs  a  [lan  of  it  has  been  sold. 

(rf)  Edmund  J.  Lee.  clerk  of  the  United  Staffs  circuit  court,  Alexandria,  ^.i>s,  in  his  jein-r,  daied  Ociulier  1><,  1830,  *■  that  on  the  29th  of  May,  1830, 
William  H.  Dnndas,  then  re-idins  in  Baltimore,  made  a  deed,  conveying  to  William  IL  Crawionl.  Seer-Mary  of  the  Treasury,  and  Ins  sncce^snr^  in  oHice, 
in  payment  of  a  debt  (amount  not  stated)  due  by  him  to  the  United  States  on  duty  bonds,  on  which  judgiu-nts  had  been  rembrt-d  in  the  United  Piates 
courts  in  Mars  land,  and  on  which  executions  had  issueil.  and  he  lakrti  into  custody,  all  his  real,  personal,  and  rnix-'d  estate,  and  p.irticul.irly  one-ei^litli 
undivided  part  of  the  estate  of  John  Dnndas,  late  of  Alexandria,  and  to  which  he  was  entitled  as  one  of  the  children  of  tlie  said  John  Dundas;  which 
deed  has  been  duly  recorded."     He  says  he  is  not  able  to  state  the  amount  ol  the  judsments,  the  situation,  or  value  of  the  property. 

(e)  This  property  was  conveyed  m  mortga^.■  deed  to  William  il.  Crawford,  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  the  year  1820,  by  Luther  Rice,  to 
secure  the  piyment  of  5-14.000,  due  Irom  the  ^aid  Rice  to  the  United  States;  and,  subsefiuentiv,  bv  deed,  bearing  d.ue  October  13,  1^-28.  it  was  conveyed 
to  the  United  States  by  the  said  Luther  Riee,  Kohert  B.  Semiile,  president  of  the  board  of' iru'-^tees,  and  Enocli  Reynolds,  treasurer  of  the  Columbia 
College,  in  tlie  District  of  Columbia,  lor  the  consideration  of  tlie  ahove-inentioned  sum  of  .-jMiOOO,  for  the  piiyment  of  whieh  it  had  lieen  niortt;aged.  This 
property  has  since  been  sold  by  the  district  attorney,  who  had  been  appointed  atrent  tor  the  purpose,  to  William  A.  Davis,  of  Wa-liington  eiiy,  t»y  written 
agreement,  dated  Ausu^t  4.  Io30,  on  the  following  terms  and  conditions,  viz  :  The  said  Davis  is  lorthwith  to  put  n-pans  upon  the  buildings  and  pr-^mises  to 
the  amount  of  at  least  .*I,00tr,  and  is  to  turnish  lo  the  Solicitor  of  tlie  T^ea^u^y  the  proper  and  necessary  vouchers  for  the  said  expenditure ;  and  he  is  to 
occupy  the  said  premises  from  the  period  of  his  obtaining  possession  of  the  same,  for  and  during  the  term  of  two  years.  At  the  expiration  of  the  said  time 
of  two  years,  if  the  said  Davis  shall  then  decide  to  become  the  purchaser  of  the  said  property,  he  is  to  have  the  privilege  of  making  the  said  purchase  at 
the  price  of  §2,500.  to  be  then  paid  in  cn-h  ;  and  upon  the  p.iymeni  being  >n  made,  the  United  States  are  to  convey  tlie  said  property  to  the  said  "William 
A.  Davis,  in  fee.  If  the  said  Davis  should  not.  at  the  expiration  of  the  said  two  years,  decide  to  become  tlie  purchaser,  then  he  is  to  restore  the  same  to 
the  United  States,  with  such  improvements  and  repairs  as  he  may  have  made  upon  the  same  ;  it  beins  understood  that  the  improvements  and  repairs  so 
made  shall  be  received  in  lieu  of  the  rent  of  the  said  premises  for  the  period  aforesaid,  in  case  the  said  William  A.  Davis  should  not  become  the  purchaser. 
It  is  further  understood  and  agreed  that  the  said  Davis  is  to  pav  the  taxes  upon  the  said  premises  during  the  jieriod  aforesaiil. 

(/)  The  debt  in  this  case  is  $7,045  12,  on  sundry  custom-house  bonds.  On  February  18.  1829,  this  property  was  assigned  to  Beverly  Rohertson.  to  pay, 
first,  incumbrances;  second,  the  debt  due  to  the  United  Slates;  and  third,  confidential  creditors.  &c.  On  \o.  I  there  are  extensive  buildings  and  machi- 
nery for  refining  sugar,  and  it  yields  a  net  rent  of  .■s-1,700  a  vear  on  a  lease,  one  year  of  which,  from  January  1,  1831,  has  expired.  This  propiTty  is  sulijeot 
to  incumbrances  to  the  amount  of  .^U.OOO.  It  is  estimated  by  tlie  assignee  to  be  worth  ,*20.000.  Several  attempts  have  been  made  to  sell  it  at  auction 
and  at  private  sale,  but  owing  to  the  depressed  state  of  tliai  kind  of  property,  no  bid  was  made  approaching  its  value.  No.  2  produces  an  uncertain  rent 
of  about  S-'-'O  a  year;  the  buildings  are  of  little  value,  and  the  tenants  of  tlie' lowest  order.  The  assignee  says  as  this  propr-rty  produces  more  than  interest 
on  the  specific'mcumhrances  and  is  sure  to  improve  in  value,  it  is  deemed  expedient  to  delay  for  the  piescnt  the  sale  of  it.  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  United 
States  attorney,  is  of  opinion  that  the  interests  of  the  United  States  would  he  promoted  by  a  saleof  the  property  and  a  distribution  of  the  proceeds.  Sale 
ordered  by  the  Solicitor  accordinslv.        ^ 

(g)  John  R.  IMurrav  and  William  Osdcn  were  indebted  to  the  United  States  on  custom-house  bonds,  which  fell  due  from  February  to  :\Iay,  1617,  in  the 
sum  of  .$31,858  92.  (>i.  Julv  l(i»  1616.  they  became  insolvent  and  stopped  payment ;  and  on  May  7,  1M7.  they  conveyed  or  assigned  to  Thomas  L.  Ogden 
and  B.  W.  Rogers,  in  trust,  for  the  benefit  of  all  their  creditors,  the  propertv  numbered  one  to  fcven,  inchiMve  ;  for  a  partiuilar  description  ot  the  metes 
and  bounds  of  which,  see  three  several  deeds  in  Mr.  Hamilton's  report,  all  bearing  dntn  Mav  7.  1817.  The  said  property  to  be  sold  and  paid  over  to  the 
creditors  ratably  and  proportiomUIy.  On  Januarj-  28,  1818,  Murray  and  O-iden  assigned  all  the  rest  of  their  property  to  William  Baird  and  Henry  Barclay, 
in  trust,  for  the  benefit  of  their  creditors,  or  all  such  as  should,"  upon  receiving  their  dividends  of  the  proceeds,  execute  releases.  In  July,  1820,  they 
applied  for  the  benefit  of  the  act  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  in  certain  cases,  and  in  October  following  were  discharged. 

Mr.  Hamilton  savs  that  of  the  amount  due  the  United  States  on  custom-house  bonds.  Major  and  Gillespie,  who  had  signed  said  bonds,  have  paid  about 
.*27,U0O,  leaving  .$6,000  still  due  ;  that  various  suits  have  been  brought  on  these  trii.-ts  ;  and  that  it  had  been  decided  that  the  United  Stales  stood  only  upon 
a  footing  of  other  creditors  as  respects  the  lands  herein  specified,  fiom  Nos.  1  to  7;  but  that  out  of  the  funtis  aru-ini;  from  the  second  assignment  to  Bayard 
mid  Barclay,  the  United  States  must  be  first  paid.  The  whoU'  is  befiire  a  master  in  chancery.  He  says  that  tin-  I'tnted  States  may  m-i-r  iliai  the  amoiini 
be  taken  under  ibi*  riecree.  or  file  a  new  bill.  ass,Ttiiiff  the  right  of  [niontv.  in  the  conns  of  the  Unitetj  Staic-^. 
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STATEMENT— Continued. 


Names  of  dpbtors  or 
former  owners. 


W.  Ogden  and  J.  R.  [7 

Murray,  (a) 
HughK.ToIer(fc) 

Do 

Do 

Doniinick  Lyiuli,  Henry 
Lynch,  and  Sarah 
Lea.  (c) 

Joel  Wolie,  IMnrdecai 
Marks,  and  Jdin  W. 
Forbes.  (^} 


Tracu>  of  land,  &.c. 


One  tract  of  land,  contain- 
ing 4,010  acres. 
2  lots   of   ground,    20   feet 

front    by    100    deep,    9tli 

ward. 
1    lot   of  ground,    No.    1'2, 

Ilidgi*  street. 
I  lot  of  ground,  30  feet  tVont 

by  330  deep. 
Sundry  tracts  of  land  and 

pergonal     property,     de 

scribed   and  set  forth  in 

three  a.ssignjnents. 
Certain  leasehold  property, 

situated  in  Orange  street, 

in  8th  ward. 


Where  situate. 


Trustees  or  agents. 


County. 


,...do 

Orange 

New  York. 

...do 


T.   L.    Ogden   and  ' , 

B.  W.  Rogers.        ! 

City    of    New  ; Not  stated. 

York. 


,...do,... 
Newburg 


.do., 
.do.. 


City    of 
York. 


Udolplio  VVoIfeand 
S,B.H.Judah,of 
the  city  of  New 
York. 


$600  00 

700  00 
Not  stated. 


2,500  00 


!Ie  owed  to  the  United  States  .'516,888  for  duty  bonds;  had 
CO  led  ;  " 


(a)  See  note  (s)  of  the  precednig  page. 

(6)  This  property  was  conveyed  to  ihe  United  States  by  II,  K.  Tnler,  v\ngu3i7,  18-Jl. 
been  sued  to  judgment,  and  comtnitled  to  prison,  and  was  released  li\  the  i'resideui.  He  execB^ied  also,  on  August  8,  lii-2l,  a  general  assignment  of  all  hia 
estate,  real,  personal,  and  mixed  ;  (o  which  assignment  \\  as  appriub-d  a  s<liidu!e  or  list  of  persons  indebted  to  him  on  book  account ;  also,  sundry  promis- 
sor>'  notes,  a  detailed  account  of  which  is  given  in  Mr.  Hannltun's  report-  The  two  lots  are  in  the  suburbs  of  the  eily,  and  supposed  by  Mr.  Hamilton  to 
be  worth  .S^OO  each.  The  lot  on  Ridge  street  has  been  sold  for  taxes  for  twenty-one  years,  and  the  reversion  subject  to  the  present  estate  supposed  to  be 
worth  about  $700.  He  has  written  to  the  clerk  of  Orange  to  obtain  information  in  relation  to  Uie  lot  in  Newburg,  but  has  not  been  able  to  get  an  account 
of  it. 

(c)  The  debt  due  to  the  United  States  in  this  case  is  .562,951  04  ;  to  secure  winch  three  assignments  or  deeds  of  trust  were  executed  on  May  3,  1626, 
by  Uommiek  Lynch,  Henry  Lynch,  and  Sarah  Lea,  the  debt  being  lor  custom-house  bonds,  executed  by  the  former  as  principal,  and  Ihe  two  latter  as 
sureties.  These  deeds  of  trust  embraced  sundry  houses  and  lots  in  the  city  of  New  York,  sundry  goods  and  chattels  and  personal  property  in  said  city, 
sundry  lots  of  land  in  the  village  of  Rome,  county  of  Oneida,  New  York,  and  the  interest  of  said  Doniinick  Lynch  ;  for  a  partieular  and  detailed  descrip- 
tion of  all  which  reference  is  made  to  the  said  deed  of  trust.  The  personal  goods  and  chattels  amounted,  per  inventory,  to  $31,987,  and  have  been  disposed 
of  by  an  agent  of  the  trustee,  who  is  now  dead.  Very  little  has  as  yet  been  realized  from  the  personal  property,  and  a  suit  is  pending  for  a  discovery  and 
amount.  All  the  property  conveyed  by  Sarah  Lea  has  been  sold,  except  eight  acres  of  land  in  the  village  of  Rome ;  and  the  net  proceeds,  amounting  to 
.«l8,lM-2  42,  applied  to  the  payment,  in  part,  of  the  claim  of  the  United  States.  The  entire  estate  of  Doniinick  Lynch  (the  father)  is  estimated  al  $115,160. 
The  assignee  of  Doniinick  Lynch  is  entitled  to  one  undivided  fourtli  part  of  this  sum,  subject  to  an  annuity  •f  .'JSOO  to  Mrs.  Doniinick  Lynch,  seventy-two 
years  of  age,  and  in  good  liealth ;  and  also  an  annuity  of  .f  350  per  annum,  to  be  paid  to  four  of  the  heirs  of  D.  Lynch,  deceased,  (the  United  States  repre- 
senting one,)  during  the  life  of  Louis  Sibonrd,  who  is  very  aged;  and  subject,  also,  lo  the  payment  of  $4,000  to  Akwander  Lynch,  at  the  death  of  either 
the  said  Sibourd  or  Mrs.  Lynch,  whichever  shall  happen  first.  The  share  of  Henry  Lynch  is  estiniatdd  at  about  .S^S  000,  subject  to  the  payment  of 
§10,000,  with  interest,  to  his  father's  estate.  The  amount  to  which  his  assignee  will  be  entitled  supposed  to  be  about  .$10,000;  it  would  probably  produce, 
if  sold  at  once,  $7,000  The  eight  acres  of  land  assigned  by  Sarah  Lea  and  unsold  are  supposed  to  be  worth  $800,  and  the  district  attorney  says  ought  to 
be  sold  at  once.     These  eight  acres  ordered  to  be  sold  by  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury. 

(li)  The  debt  due  to  the  United  States  in  this  case  is  ,$8,316.  on  custom-house  bonds,  falling  due  from  March  to  June,  1830 ;  to  secure  the  payment  of 
which  a  deed  of  trust  for  this  property  was  executed  October  3,  1829.  Mr.  Hamilton  says  the  property,  he  supposes,  may  be  worth  $2,500  and  thai  the 
trustees  have  been  called  upon  to  dispose  of  the  trust  estate  in  pursuance  of  their  trust. 


KKCAPirULATION. 


Appraised  value.       Present  value 
by  estimation. 


Anmniit  in  the  State  of— 

Maine 

New  Ilaiiipsliire  .  .  .  . 

Massaeliusotts 

Connecticut 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

]\[arylanJ 

Virginia 

Ngrtli  Carolina 

Oliio 

Iventneky 

Tennessee 

Oeorg'ia 

Indiana 

Illinois 

Alabama 

Missouri 

Michigan 

District  of  Columbia. 


Aggregate  amount 


§i5,(;n  24 

$0,595  00 

l,(i9G  52 

1,200  00 

31,9(J6  92 

13,700  00 

2,100  00 

450  00 

42,775  29 

7,100  00 

«4,959  00 

9,959  00 

10,907  08 

11,550  00 

20,098  30 

17,098  30 

11,322  00 

9,222  00 

11,045  74 

10,500  00 

1,590  00 

1,590  00 

Nut  stated. 

Not  statpcl. 

0,700  00 

12,900  00 

1,092  24 

2,000  00 

01,420  00 

01,420  00 

098  29 

(;98  29 

23,907  OS 

10,519  09 

54,359  55 

40,831  86 

5,800  54 

000  00 

17,041  58 

0,298  50 

406,418  03 


230,832  70 
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2IsT  CoMGRF.ss.  I  No.   904.  [2n  Sessiox. 

APPLICATION"  OF  ILF.INOIS   FOR  A  (iltANT  Ol'^    LAND    FOK   THE    l.MlT;t>VEMENT  OF  KAS- 

KASKIA   IMVEi;. 

COMMl'NICATEn    TO    THE    SKN'ATK    EEimLAUV     15,    I80I. 

To  the  honorable  Ihe  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  tSlates: 

The  goiieral  assembly  (if  tlie  Stato  of  Illinois  most  respoctfuUy  represent  to  your  lionorable  liodies  that 
at  the  session  of  the  saiil  asseniMy,  in  the  year  lS-28-':29,  an  act  was  passed  directing,'  an  examination 
of  the  Kaskaskia  river,  fmm  the  seat  of  j^overnnient  of  the  State  to  the  eonHiience  of  said  river  with  tlie 
Jlississijipi,  and  also  makinj;-  an  ajipropriation  of  four  thousand  d<illars  to  remove  the  olistriictions  in  said 
river  occasioned  by  drift-wood,  snays,  and  overhanj^'inj:;'  tindier,  and  that  a  board  of  commissioners  was 
appointed  to  superintend  the  work.  Your  memiu'ialists  further  represent  that  said  commissioners  have 
caused  the  river  to  be  carefnlly  examined,  and  have  made  considerable  progress  in  removing  the  obstruc- 
tions above  named;  and  that  it  a]ipears  from  the  rejiort  of  the  board  of  commissioners  to  this  general 
assembly,  dated  Decemlier  IS,  1830,  that  the  river  could  be  made  navigable  at  all  seasons  of  the  yi'ar  by 
erecting  the  same  into  a  slackwater  navigation  by  means  of  dams  and  locks;  and  also  that  there  are 
many  excellent  sites  for  the  erection  of  such  dams,  and  for  water-w()rks.  The  connnissioners  in  their  report 
also  state  that  the  sale  of  the  water  jirivileg'es  upon  the  river  would  produce  a  fund  sufficient  to  defray 
the  expense  of  erecting  such  slackwater  navigation,  and  it  is  to  this  particular  subject  that  the  attention 
of  your  honorable  bodies  is  most  respectfully  invited. 

The  estimated  length  of  the  river  from  the  seat  of  government  of  the  State  of  Illinois  to  the  Missis- 
sippi, as  appears  by  the  report  of  the  commissioners,  is  three  hundred  and  fourteen  miles,  including  the 
meanders  of  the  river,  a  part  of  which  will  not,  however,  require  the  aid  of  the  artificial  navigation 
above  named.  The  river  passes  through  a  fertile  country,  one  that  is  susceptible  of  great  improvement, 
and  that  will  sustain  a  numerous  population.  This  stream  already  forms  the  boundary  of,  or  passes 
through,  eight  or  nine  counties  of  the  State,  and  if  made  navigable,  as  it  passes  through  the  centre  of  a 
large  territory,  would  innnediately  benefit  the  inhabitants  of  about  twelve  or  fourteen  counties,  containing 
at  this  time  a  population  of  thirty  or  fortj-  thousand,  and  rapidly  increasing.  It  is,  therefore,  a  matter 
deeply  interesting  to  the  State  and  a  large  portion  of  her  citizens  that  this  river,  connecting  by  water 
conmumication  the  seat  of  government  of  the  State  with  the  Mississippi,  should  be  improved  and  rendered 
subservient  to  the  purposes  of  commerce  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.  Niir  can  it  be  doubted  that  the  com- 
pletion of  the  work  would  result  to  the  advantage  and  "common  benefit"  of  the  United  States,  in  aug- 
menting and  hastening  the  sales  of  public  land  contiguous  to  the  river,  and  in  furnishing  additional 
incentives  to  emigration,  and  to  the  general  improvement  of  the  adjacent  territory. 

Your  honorable  bodies  are  aware  that  a  large  jjroportion  of  the  land  within  the  defined  limits  of 
Illinois  is  yet  unappropriated  and  under  the  C(uitrol  of  the  United  States,  and  is,  therefore,  not  subject  to 
taxation  by  which  revenue  could  be  derived  for  the  internal  improvement  of  the  country;  and  this  consid- 
eration greatly  heightens  the  claim  on  the  part  of  the  State,  and  increases  the  confidence  of  your  memo- 
rialists in  making  this  appeal  to  the  magnanimity  and  justice  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  It 
is  under  the  consideration  stated  that  your  memorialists  respectfully  solicit  of  your  honorable  bodies  a 
donation  of  each  alternate  section  of  unappropriated  land  ou  each  bluff  of  said  river,  and  one  entire 
section  at  such  place  or  places  where  it  may  be  necessary  to  erect  a  dam  for  the  purpose  of  slackwater 
navigation  upon  saiil  river,  frcjm  Shelbyville,  situate  upon  the  same,  to  the  confluence  of  said  river 
with  the  Mississippi,  to  be  selected  and  disposed  of  under  the  authority  of  the  legislature  of  the  State, 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  improving  this  river  in  the  manner  herein  stated.     Therefore — 

Besolved  by  Ihe  people  of  the  Slate  of  Illinois,  represented  in  the  general  assembly,  That  our  delegation 
in  Congress  be  requested  to  use  their  best  exertions  to  procure  the  passage  of  an  act  by  Congress  making 
the  abovementioned  grant  of  land  to  the  State,  and  for  the  objects  herein  specified. 

WM.  LEE  I).  EWING,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
ZADOK:  CASEY,  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Jamarv  27,  1831. 


21sT  Congress.]  No.    905.  [2d  Session-. 

APPLICATION  OF  ILLINOIS   FOR   A    GRANT    OF    LAND    FOR  THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE 

EMBARRASS  RIVER. 

communicated  to  the  senate  FEBRUARY  15,  1831. 

To  the  honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Repre.-^entatives  of  the  United  Slates  of  America  in  Congress  assembled: 
Your  memorialists,  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  represent  to  your  honorable  bodies 
tliat  the  Embarrass  river,  which  empties  into  the  Great  Wabash,  eight  miles  below  Vincennes,  waters  a 
large  portion  of  the  eastern  section  of  Illinois,  and  by  the  application  of  a  small  sum  could  be  made 
navigable  for  six  months  in  the  year.  The  length  of  this  stream,  from  its  mouth  as  high  as  it  is  suscep- 
tible of  improvement  for  navigation,  is  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  to  Shaw's  Mills.  The  territory 
watered  by  it  consists,  among  others,  of  the  counties  of  Lawrence,  Crawford,  and  Coles,  the  seats  of 
justice  of  two  of  them  are  immediately  adjacent  to  said  river,  and  thrise  villages  will  rapidly  improve, 
and  should  the  navigation  of  the  riverbe  improved,  will  lie  places  of  deposit  to  a  considerable  extent  for 
the  produce  of  the  country. 
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It  is  further  to  be  taken  into  consideration  that  the  Great  AVabash,  for  the  distance  of  two  hundred 
miles  above  tiie  niontli  of  the  Embarrass  river,  is  navi;^-able  for  steamboats,  and  that  the  improvements  of 
the  Embarrass  woukl  add  to  the  commercial  importance  of  the  section  of  countrj'  already  named.  Tho 
counties  bordering  on  the  Embarrass  and  its  vicinity  are  well  adapted  to  the  raising  of  stock  and  grain 
and  an  im|?roveraent  of  the  river  would  furnish  a  means  of  transportation  to  foreign  markets  for  the  pro- 
duce of  our  citizens. 

Congress  will  also  observe  that  a  large  portion  of  the  territory  upon  the  river  still  remains  under 
the  control  of  the  LTnited  States.  Your  memorialists,  therefore,  ask  of  j-our  honorable  bodies  to  pass  an 
act  appropriating  thirty-six  sections  of  land  to  be  selected  upon  the  river  Embarrass,  and  disposed  uf 
under  the  authority  of  the  State,  to  be  applied  solely  to  the  improvement  of  tlie  Embarrass  river. 

WM.  LEE  D.  EA\'ING,  Speatei-  of  the  Howte  of  Represenlaiives. 
ZADOK  CASEY,  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Jantarv  21!,  1S31. 


2  1st  Congress.]  No     906.  [2d  Session'. 

APPLICATION  OF  ILLINOIS  FOR  THE  GRANT  OF  AN  ADDITIONAL  SECTION  OF  LAND  IN 
EACH  COUNTY  OF  THAT  ST.VTE  FOR  SCHOOLS. 

COMJtUNICATED   TO   THE    HOUSE    OF    KEPRESEN'TATIVES   FEBRUARY    21,  1831. 

Resolved  by  the  house  of  rejyresentalives,  (the  senate  concurring  herein,)  Tliat  our  senators  in  Congress 
be  instructed,  and  our  representative  requested,  to  use  their  exertions  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  by 
Congress  appropriating  one  additional  section  of  land  in  each  township  for  the  purpose  of  education,  to 
be  selected  by  a  commissioner  to  be  appointed  by  the  legislature  of  this  State  in  each  county  for  that 
purpose. 

WM.  LEE  D.  EWING,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
ZADOK  CASEY,  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 
February  1,  1831. 


21sT  Coxc.RESs.]  No.   907.  •  [2n  Session. 

ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  FEBRUARY  23,  1881. 

Mr.  Denny,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  wdiom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Constant 

Brean,  reported: 

That  the  petitioner  sets  up  a  claim  for  eighteen  and  a  half  arpcnts  of  land  by  eighteen  arpents  front, 
adjoining  to  and  in  the  rear  of  a  tract  of  land  already  in  his  possession,  eighteen  arpents  front  by  forty 
arpents  in  depth.  In  support  of  this  claim,  the  petitioner  produced  several  papers  purporting  to  be 
evidence  of  his  title  to  the  land  in  question.  The  title  to  eighteen  arpents  front  by  forty  in  depth  was 
confirmed  to  said  Constant  Brean,  upon  the  application  of  Pierre  Brussard,  who  claimed  it  in  the  name  of 
the  petitioner,  but  without  his  knowledge  at  the  time.  Of  this  fact  there  is  no  evidence  except  the 
declaration  of  petitioner.  The  committee  think  that  as  the  usual  quantity  of  land  claimed  as  a  settlement 
right  was  regularly  conilrmed  to  and  accepted  by  said  Constant  Brean,  and  as  no  evidence  was  submitted 
to  them  to  establish  the  fact  that  he  did  not  accept  it  as  his  whole  legal  claim  to  which  he  was  legally 
entitled,  they  see  no  reason  why  an  additional  grant  should  be  made  to  him  under  the  circumstances,  nor 
that  a  pre-emption  right  to  the  quantity  claimed  should  be  given  to  him,  particularly  as  the  committee  are 
not  aware  that  the  petitioner  cannot  make  application  to  the  proper  land  office,  and  thus  secure  the  land 
agreeably  to  acts  of  Congress. 

The  committee,  therefore,  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 


2  1st  Congress.]  •  No.  908.  [2d  Session. 

STATEMENT  OP  THE  SALES  OF  CERTAIN  LANDS  AT  THE  LAND  OFFICE  IN  NEW  ORLEANS 
IN  NOVEMBER,  1830,  AND  APPLICATION  FOR  THE  POSTPONEMENT  OF  SAID  SALE. 

COMMUNICATED   TO   THE    HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES     FEBRUARY    23,    1831. 

Treasury  Department,  February  22,  1831. 
Sir  :    In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  14th  instant,  directing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  "  communicate  to  the  House  a  copv-of  the  correspondence  had  last  year 
with  the  reprpseutative  of  the  first  district  of  Louisiana  relative  to  the  public  sales  of  land   which  took 


1831.] 
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iiliicc  at  Nru'  (h'lt'iHis  in  Xnvciiilirr    hist,  with    ;\    I'np.V  "T  tin'    rccipnl  of  tlic  .-siilcs,"   I    li;ivc    llic   Ihiimr    f 
tiaiisinit  tlic  ii;!|icrs  rc(|iiiic(i,  nuukt'd  A,  I!,  iUhl  ('. 

1  liavo  the  licinni-  t"  It,  with  gTcat  resin'i't,  yniii'  iihc(hcMl  si'r\aiil, 

S.    I).   1N(;1IA.M,   Srrrclar;/  <>l'  thr  'J'rin.suri/. 
Hon.  the  Si'K.\KKK  ii/'  till'  llousr  if  Ri'pri:-<rntnliri'^  I'.  S. 


A. 

Copy  of  Ihf  Mlrr  from  Hmi.  E.  D.  ]Vliiti'  to  tlw  Si'rrr/nri/  <</'  the  Trrasanj,  ivilk  cnjiira  if  tin'  piiper.^  thi'mri/k 

trdiit^inillfil. 

I)iiNAi.i)soKvii.i.K.,  LiiiiiKiana,  Sr])/fmt)rr  IS,  ISHO. 

Sik:  In  CdnscijMcncc  lit'  tlie  death  nf  Mr.  (iiiihain,  t'onirnissidiu'r  iif  tlie  Gi'iieral  Land  Ollici',  1  aiii 
induced  tu  use  tiie  tVeedniii  (if  adlh■es^^ing•  ininiciliately  to  tiio  head  of  the  Ti-casuiy  l)c|iartiiicnt  a  foniniu- 
nioation  on  a  suhject  ul'  tlic  ileepcst  concernment  to  tlie  people  of  Louisiana. 

Hy  the  prochiniation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  .Tune  ."i,  LS30.  nine  fractional  townships 
of  land  are  advertised  to  be  sold  at  the  land  office  at  New  Orleans,  on  tln^  1st  Monday  of  Xovendier  ne.Kt, 
comprising  lands  lying"  along  the  margin  of  the  Alississippi,  or  contig'uou.s  thereto. 

In  running  otl'  those  townships  the  surveyors  have  returned  as  vacant  all  lands  the  title  to  which 
did  not  appear  to  have  been  confirmed  by  Congress,  insomuch  tiiat  about  one-half  the  tracts  to  be  ottereil 
for  sale  under  the  proclamation  are  composed  of  lands  held  by  individuals  under  Spanish  titles,  joined  to 
a  possession  of  half  a  century  or  more,  and  on  which  are  many  of  the  oldest  and  most  valuable  improve- 
ments of  the  State.  It  is  true,  perhaps,  that  they  have  not  been  registered,  and  it  is  to  be  regrett(>d.  I'.iit 
it  ceases  to  be  a  subject  of  much  surprise  when  one  reflects  on  the  character  and  customs  of  the  people 
on  their  first  accession  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  to  whom  American  institutions  were 
wlioll}'  new,  and  who,  |n'oliably,  were  never  ajiprised  of  the  ncci'ssity  of  eutering'  their  claims  with  the 
register  and  receiver  whilst  those  officers  kept  liooks  open  for  that  purpose;  or  if,  in  the  quietude  of  their 
agricultural  pursuits,  tliey  ever  did  vaguely  catch  the  rumor  of  an  office  for  the  perfecting  of  land  titles, 
they  never  imagined  it  ajiplicable  to  theirs,  derived  from  another  government,  and  suiijiorted  liy  an 
uninterrupted  possession,  running  back  beyond  the  memory  of  man. 

There  is  another  branch  of  the  subject  which  seems  to  me  to  deserve  some  consideration.  By  the 
usages  of  the  French  and  Spanish  governments,  lands  were  generallj-  conceded  with  a  given  mind.ier  of 
arpents  front  on  tlie  water-courses,  and  extending  back  forty  arpents.  In  some  instances,  when  asked  by 
the  grantee,  a  second  depth  of  forty  arpents,  commonly  called  the  double  concession,  was  granted.  In  point 
of  fact,  the  second  forty  arpents  or  double  concession  was  considered  as  an  appendage  or  usufruct  to  the 
first  tract.  Since  the  right  of  sovereignty  passed  to  the  United  States,  Congress  has,  at  different  times, 
enacted  laws  giving  to  the  front  proprietor  a  right  of  pre-emption  for  the  vacant  land  adjacent  to  and 
back  of  his  front  tract,  not  to  exceed  in  quantity  the  number  of  acres  couiained  in  the  first  concession. 
Wishing  to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefit  of  those  acts,  a  great  number  of  persons  owning  front  lands 
applied  to  the  register  and  receiver,  and  obtained  certificates  of  purchase  for  the  back  lands.  At  that 
time  no  general  survey  and  connected  plat  of  the  country  had  been  made,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to 
designate  the  nundjer,  the  metes,  and  the  bounds  of  the  several  lots  purchased.  Successive  principal 
deputy  surveyors  of  the  district  proceeded  to  locate  for  the  claimants  the  back  lands  thus  purchased,  and, 
in  so  doing,  exercised  a  certain  kind  of  discretion  in  the  mode  of  location,  in  order  to  accommodate,  as 
far  as  might  be,  the  difVerent  contiguous  claimants.  For  those  surveys  considerable  sums  of  money  were 
paid  by  the  respective  individuals,  who  were  furnished  with  plats  made  and  approved  by  the  [irincipal 
deputy  surveyors  of  the  United  States.  Latterly  the  surveyors  of  the  United  States,  acting  under 
instructions  from  the  General  Land  OfHce,  have  proceeded  to  resurvey  the  same  back  lands,  without  any 
regard  to  former  doings,  p\n-suing  a  wholly  different  rule  and  mode  of  location.  The  consequence  is,  that 
numerous  tracts  of  those  back  lands,  which  were  bought  many  years  ago  from  the  United  .States,  and 
located  bj-  authority  of  the  United  States  officers,  and  which  have  since  changed  hands,  are  nijw  located 
difJerently,  are  lopped  and  curtailed,  and  lots  are  formed  and  noted  as  vacant,  including  portions  of  the 
same  lauds  which  individuals  have  been  taught  to  regard  as  their  own,  by  purchase  from  government. 

Another  fact  worthj'  of  notice  is,  that  instances  are  not  unfrequent  of  .tracts  heretofore  bought  of  the 
United  States  that  are  returned  as  vacant,  because,  perhaps,  no  order  of  survey  had  been  issued  by  the 
register  and  receiver,  or  from  some  other  pretermission  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  government;  wdiereby 
those  tracts  are  now  brought  within  .the  purview  of  tlie  proclamation  of  the  President,  ordering  the  said 
townships  to  be  sold  on  the  fii'st  Monday  of  November  next. 

When  I  became  impressed  with  the  importance  of  submitting  the  subject  to  the  consideration  of  the 
department,  tlie  only  means  which  I  could  discern  of  obtaining  (iroof  of  tlie  facts  and  circumstances  was 
to  address  a  letter  to  the  principal  deimty  surveyor  of  the  district,  in  whose  answer,  accompanying  this 
communication,  the  exposition  I  have  made  receives  full  corroboration. 

If  the  sale  should  take  place  as  contemplated,  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  the  extent  of  the  confusion 
and  the  injury  it  may  occasion.  It  would,  in  fact,  almost  amount  to  a  subversion  of  social  order  in  tiiis 
countrj'. 

For  these  reasons,  on  behalf  of  the  people  of  Louisiana,  I  would  respectfully  sulmiit  the  expediency 
of  suspending  the  sale  advertised  to  take  place  on  the  first  Monday  of  November  until  the  subject-matter 
may  have  had  deliberate  consideration,  or  may  have  been  submitted  to  the  decision  of  Congress,  if 
needs  be. 

I  humbly  opine  that  such  a  course  would  best  subserve  the  intentions  of  government,  which  is  said  to 
have  for  its  object  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  tlio  people,  and  at  the  same  time  be  most  permanently 
advantageous  to  the  national  coflers. 

I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  suggest  that  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  department,  it  be  practicable  to  avert 
the  calamity  which  threatens  us,  it^will  be  too  late  for  relief  unless  the  subject  obtain  immediate  attention, 
and  prompt  instruction  be  forwarded  to  the  register  and  receiver  at  New  Orleans. 
With  the  highest  consideration,  &c., 

E.  D.  WHITE. 

Hon.  S.  D.  Ingham,  Secrelm'y  of  the  Treasitri/. 
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Do.N-Ai.DSdNviLLE,  Seplemhcr  16,  1830. 

Sm:  IC  tlii'ic  III'  no  perceptible  iiiipi'opn'etj'  in  the  inquiry,  I  would  beg  of  you  to  inform  me  by  letter 
wlietiur  it  is  not  a  fact  within  your  knowledge  that  in  all  or  most  of  the  townships  of  land  advertised  to 
be  S(jld  at  tiie  land  office  at  New  Orleans  on  tiie  first  Monday  of  November  ne.Kt  a  great  number  of  the 
tracts  returned  as  vacant  are  lield  and  occupied  by  ohl  inliabitants;  stHne  under  corjipiete  Spanish  grants, 
issued  long  before  the  change  of  g(jvernnient,  and  others  under  purchase  from  the  United  States  by  virtue 
of  laws  of  Congress.  Have  you  not  seen  a  great  majiy  of  those  grants  which  ajipear  to  be  complete 
titles?  and  have  j'ou  not  seen  many  instances  of  receipts  issued  by  the  United  States  commissioners  for 
tracts  now  returned  on  tiiose  townsliip  plats  as  vacant? 
Yours,  respectfully,  &c., 

E.  T).  WHITE. 

Mr.  A.  F.  KiGHToB,  I'rinvijiai  Dejnilij  Surveyvr  of  the  Sijullieaatern  Didricl  of  Louisiana 


Sir: 


rRixcii'AL  Deputy  SiRVf;voR's  Office,  iJonaldsonville,  September  16,  1830. 
In  answer  to  your  letter  of  this  day,  I  sec  no  im]iropriety  in  stating  that,  in  the  course  of  my 


^  ■•■•   " .       •■     —      — »  ,'       .      ;      — ' — ■i-""-'j  •"  .-.^.-^^...^    ....«..,  ,*»  v..^  ^.^^.i.jv.  ^L  iiijr 

operations  as  [)rincipal  dcjiuty  surveyor  of  this  district,  I  have  had  occasion  to  see  original  title  papers 
which  ai)|iear  to  me  to  be  complete  Spanish  grants,  emanating  long  before  the  change  of  government,  for 
a  great  many  of  the  tracts  of  land  wiiich  have  been  surveyed  and  marked  on  the  township  plats  alluded 
to  \iy  you  as  vacant  land,  and  which  are  advertised  for  sale  on  the  first  Monday  of  November  ne.\t. 

It  is  mj'  opinion  that  all,  or  very  nearly  all,  the  tracts  situated  on  the  ilississippi  or  its  branches, 
many  of  which  have  been  surveyed  and  marked  on  the  plat  as  vacant  land,  have  been  held  by  the  present 
claimants  or  their  vendors  for  a  period  beginning  back  far  beyond  the  cessi<in  of  Louisiana  to  the  United 
States,  and  that  most  of  them  have  either  complete  or  incomplete  Spanish  grants,  tlie  registry  of  which 
was  neglected  whilst  the  books  of  the  conunissioners  were  open  for  the  luirpuse.  The  deputy  surveyors 
who  have  been  employed  in  surveying  these  lands  have  reported  to  me  that  in  almost  every  instance  the 
individual  holding  those  tracts  exhibited  to  them  cither  a  complete  Spanish  title  or  an  order  of  survey  and 
plat  made  Ijy  the  Spanish  authorities.  A  statement  of  these  facts  I  have  always  transmitted  to  the 
surveyor  general  accompanj'ing  each  township  plat. 

With  regard  to  the  land  situated  back  of  and  adjacent  to  the  first  forty  arpents,  I  have  seen  in  many 
instances  certificates  of  purchase  from  the  receiver  of  public  money  for  tracts  now  returned  as  vacant 
land.  From  the  circumstance  of  there  being  no  order  of  survey  in  this  office  from  the  register  at  New 
Orleans,  it  was  impossible  to  know  the  fact  at  the  time  these  surveys  were  made,  and  consequently  these 
tracts  are  marked  as  vacant. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  EIGHTOR. 

E.  D.  White,  Es(J. 


B. 

General  Land  Office,  October  15,  1830. 
Sir  :  Your  communication  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  18th  ultimo  having  been  referred 
to  this  office,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you   that  it  has  been  submitted  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  together  with  a  statement  of  the  whole  proceedings   which  had  been  ordered,  and  that  he  has 
decided  that  the  sale  cannot  be  suspended. 
With  great  respect,  &c., 

E.  HAYWARD. 
Hon.  E.  D.  White,  Donaldsonville,  Louisiana. 


Monthly  return  of  lands  sold  at.  the  land  office,  in  New  Orleans  during  the  month  of  November,  1830,  by  virtue 
of  the  proclamation  cf  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  dated  June  5,  1830. 
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20.28 
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54.06 
27.11 
47.43 
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139.85 
66.50 
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27.98 
33.37 
34.12 
80.46 
57.22 
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110.21 
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151.52 

101.43 

33.81 

52.33 

34.65 

1.92 

25.20 

61.13 

17.60 

136.54 

118.91 

63.87 
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4,985  14  I 


New  Orlca 

Ii>... 

do... 

do... 

do... 


Sninut'l  1).  Dixon 

do 

Simeon  Home 

:?ainnel  D.  Dixon 

Giovanni  B.  rtiillippi 

Artenion  Ilili do 

Samuel  D.  Dixon do 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do ' do 

Charles  rerrett,  jr Parish  of  St.  Charles 

Joseph  Girod do 

do do 

do do 

Anloine  Rigaut ' do 

James  Flood New  Orleans 

do I do 

Giovanni  B.  Phillippi do 

Samuel  D.  Dixon do 

Baptiste  St.  .\mand Parish  of  St.  Charles 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do ' do 

do do 

do do 

do I do 

Justin  Bossie,  president.  &c.      Parish  of  St.  John  the  Baptist. 

John  P.  Folse  &  .Son 1 do 

do { do 

Justin  Bossie,  president,  &c,.  1 do 

William  H.  Avery Xew  Orleans 

Nathaniel  Emerson do 

Wheaton  J.  Barney do 

John  R.  Grymes ....  do 

do do 

do do 

John  Green do 

do ' do 

Daniel  Warburg do 

Thomas  F.  McCaleh do 

Nathaniel  Emerson do 

Thomas  F.  McCaleb do 

do ' do 

Artemon  Hill do 

do ; do  

Mrs.  Constance  Deneufliourg. .  j  Parish  of  St.  Charles 

do ! do 

Simeon  Home '  New  Orleans 

Thomas  F.  McCaleb ' do 

Charles  A.  Darensbourg j  Parish  ftf  St.  Charles 

Mrs.  Constance  Deneufbourg do 

do ^ do 

do [ do 

Nathaniel  Emerson i  New  Orleans  

Thomas  C.  MeCaleb \ do 


I 


Daniel  Lambert '  Parish  of  St.  Charles 

Louis  Friiou.x do 

.-indre  Poche i do 

do ; do 

Artemon  Hill 1  New  Orleans 

Sylvain  Boudoin i  Pansh  of  St.  Charles 

Charles  A.  Darensbourg do 

J.  &  M.  Bossie '  Parish  of  St.  John  tlie  Baptist. 

John  B.  Leprctre New  Orleans 

.....do do 

.\adre  Dorvin Parish  of  St.  Charles 


By  virtue  of  proclamation . 
By  virtue  of  pre-emption. . 
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170  68 
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Nov.  18,1830     Private  sale. 

do ' do 

Nov.19,1830  I do 

do ' do 
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$1  25 

3 
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-49 

Jcau  B'ln  Uichard 

Parish  of  West  Baton 

Parish  of  West  Baton 

160 

3^00 

Nov.  8,1830 

Sold  by  virtue  of  the  5th  section  of  an 

^ 

Rcnij;t'. 

Rouge. 

act  of  Congresa,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  final   adjustment  of  l.ind 
titles  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and 
Territory  ofMissouri,"  passed  April 
12,  1814. 

Land  OKficE,  New  Ortcarui,  Decembej  4,  1830. 


HII-ARY  B.  CKNA.S,  Register  oj the  Land  Ogice. 


21  ST  Congress.] 


No.  909. 


[2d  Session. 


ESTLMATES  OF  THE  EXPENSE  OF  SURVEYS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS  FOR  1831. 

COMMU.N'IC.WED    TO    THE    SENATE    FEBRU.^KT    24,     1831. 

General  Land  Office,  January  S,  1831. 

Sir  :  In  c.xphination  of  the  item  of  $150,000  fur  surveying-  public  lands,  snlmiitted  to  j'ou  at  the 
ciinimenceinent  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  I  have  tlie  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copies  of  the 
estimates  of  tlio  several  surveyors  general  for  the  year  1831;  from  which  the  reiju'rements  of  each  sur- 
veyor's department  will  be  found  stated  as  follows: 

The  estimate  of  the  survej^or  south  of  Tennessee  shows  an  aggregate  amount  recjuircd 

for  surveying  in  j\Iississi]ipi  and  Louisiana  of $52,420 

He  further  estimates  for  surveying,  which  may  be  required  under  the  treaties  with  the 

Clioctaws  and  Chickasaws 50,000 

He  further  shows  that  there  remains  to  be  paid  $20,000   for   surveys   executed   under 

contracts  with  iiis  predecessor,  of  whicii  sum  $10,000  have  been  since  remitted, 

leaving  api)licablc  to  the  former  contracts 10,000 

$112,420 

The  estimate  of  the  surveyor  of  the  Floridas  shows  the  aggregate  sum  required  for  his 

office  of ' '. 20,250 

The  estimate  of  the  surveyor  of  Ohio,   Indiana,   and  Michigan,  shows   an   aggregate 

amount,  exclusive  of  his  salary  and  those  of  his  clerks,  of 45,000 

Tlic  estimate  of  tlie  surveyor  of  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas,  sIkjws  an  aggregate 

sum,  exclusive  of  salaries,  of 24,000 

Forming  the  aggregate  of 201,670 

This  amount  is  the  estimate  required  fur  survej'ing  during  the  year  1831;  and,  except  in  the  case  of 
the  surveying  department  south  of  Tennessee,  is  exclusive  of  the  balances  which  may  remain  due  on 
surveys  executed  during  the  past  year,  the  precise  amount  of  which  cannot  at  present  be  stated,  as  the 
returns  for  the  fourth  (juarter  of  1830  have  not  arrived. 

The  aceom])anying'  statement  shows  the  (Quantity  of  unsurveijed  public  lands  in  the  several  States  and 
Territowes  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished,  amounting  to  103,683,994  acres;  forming,  with 
the  ceded  lands  west  of  Lake  Michigan  and  north  of  Illinois,  an  aggregate  of  four  thousand  six  hundred 
town.ships,  tlie  cost  of  surveying  whicli  is  estimated  at  $1,000,000. 

The  amount  of  sales  of  public  lands  increase  with  th.e  growing  poiiulation  of  the  west  and  south,  and 
bears  a  direct  proportion  to  the  flowing  tide  of  emigration,  which  must  increase  to  an  extent,  which, 
although  now  only  conjectural,  is  as  certain  as  the  mig'hty  causes  for  migration  to  this  country  which  now 
exist  in  Europe. 

Emigrants  from  various  climes  and  with  various  pursuits,  while  seeking  an  asylum  in  these  new 
States  and  Territories,  will  naturally  desire  t(j  locate  themselves  in  those  portions  of  our  land  most  con- 
genial to  their  constitutions  and  employments.  We  have  in  reserve  for  them  every  clime  and  every  soil; 
it  only  remains  for  us  to  survey  and  prepare  tlie  lands  for  the  market. 

It  has  been  thought  to  be  necessary  for  the  convenience  of  actual  settlers  to  grant  pre-emption  rights 
even  to  the  unsurveyed  lands.  However  desirable  some  may  esteem  this  measure,  it  is  impracticable  to 
adopt  any  plan  that  can  secure  pre-emption  rights  until  the  land  is  surveyed.  The  better  policy  is  to  do 
away  with  pre-emptions,  survey  the  lands,  and  subject  them  to  public  sale  and  private  entry  with  the 
raiiidity  necessary  to  meet  the  demand 

With  the.se  views,  the  estimates  of  $150,000  for  surveying  pulilic  hinds  and  $8,000  for  surveying 
private  land  claims  in  East  Florida  were  submitted;  and,  although  much  less  than  the  aggregate  estimate 
of  the  surveyors,  it  is  believed  sufficient  to  meet  the  demand  for  surveys  to  be  executed  within  the  year 
1831,  covering  the  deficit  which  will  be  found  to  arise  from  there  having  been  no  appropriation  last  year, 
by  completing  payment  for  all  contracts  executed  during  the  year  1830  and  not  paid  for  within  that  year. 
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Wliile  it  is  tn  be  reg-rottcd  that  this  ollice  is  imt  in  posscssiiin  u\'  tlic  iiilorinalinn  ri'i|iiiiri|  {•<  asrcitain 
with  accuracy  the  amount  due  iVoni  <;'(ivernni«'nt,  at  the  chise  lA'  tiie  year  1830,  I'or  .sni\<'ys  then  cnni- 
plcted,  in  consequence  of  not  being'  furnished  w  ith  coiiii's  of  the  survej'iiifi,'  coiilracts,  ami  no  rclnrns 
having- yet  lieen  received  for  the  fourth  (juarter  nf  that  year,  it  is  known  to  be  eonsiih-ralile,  and  njay 
be  fairly  estinuited  at  $30,0U0.  W'itii  an  ajipropriation  tlien  of  $150,(1(10  fur  the  year  1831,  $120,000  only 
would  be  left  for  surveys  to  be  executed  within  th<'  year,  excluding'  entirely  frmn  consiileration  the  country 
latel.V  purchased  of  the  Choctaws  in  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  a  sum  which  I'uuld  l>e  advantageously 
expended  in  Ltuiisiana,  Florida,  and  Arkansas.  If,  hdwever,  the  bills  now  before  Congress,  directing  the 
surveys  tif  the  mineral  regions  in  Illinois  and  Michigan,  should  become  laws  during  the  present  session, 
immciliate  calls  would  be  made  upon  this  ollice  to  cause  surveys  of  those  sections  of  country  to  be  made 
and  the  lands  prepared  for  sale;  in  which  eveid,  tlie  i)roposed  appropriation  will  be  found  ina(l(>quale  to 
the  service  of  the  present  year,  and  iTisullicient  to  meet  all  the  demands  of  the  surveying  department. 

Connected  with  the  I'stiniates  for  the  year  1831,  I  beg'  leave  to  represent  the  endiarrassment  that  the 
oflScc  of  the  surveyor  general.  Colonel  McKee,  labors  under  for  want  of  force.  There  was  snbmitteil  this 
year,  through  an  oversight  in  this  otlice,  only  the  ordinary  estimate  for  clerk  hire,  $2,000.  The  innnense 
amount  of  recordiiig  remaining  to  be  done  in  the  surveying  department  of  Illinois,  Missoui'i,  and  Arkansas, 
demands  an  appropriation  of  at  least  $4,000,  being  an  increase  of  $2,000,  as  stated  in  the  estimate  of 
Colonel  SIcKee,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you;  and  the  inconvenience  resulting  i'rom  the  delay  attend- 
ing the  examination  of  surveys  and  the  labtirious  ollice-work  at  the  surveyor's  office,  preparatory  to  the 
transmission  of  the  plats  of  survey,  are  seriously  felt  by  this  otlice,  and  cause  delays  in  proclaiming  lands 
for  sale. 

The  surveyor  general  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Michigan,  in  a  letter  dated  27th  ultimo,  recently  receivecl, 
shows  that  an  additional  recordi]ig  clerk  is  necessary  in  his  office,  and  requests  an  appropriation  of  §'J.')0 
in  addition  to  the  ordinary  appropriation  of  $2,100,  making  a  total  of  $3,050,  which,  with  that  of  $4,000 
for  the  surveyor  of  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas,  I  beg  leave  to  stdjinit  to  the  cumniittee  in  lien  of  {\n: 
items  of  clerk  hire  heretofore  submitted  for  those  two  offices. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELIJAH  ILV\MVAi:i). 

Hon.  S.\Mi'Ei.  D.  I.voH.vM,  Secretartj  of  the  Treasunj. 


Gexer.\l  Land  Office,  Jatwwn/,  1831. 

Statement  of  the  quantity  of  i^urchased  (ceded )  public  land  remainii}(j  unsurveyed  January  1,  1831,  in  each 

Stale  and  Territory. 

Acres. 

Ohio None. 

Indiana 146,810 

Illinois 7,1(32,897 

Michigan 8,229,937 

Missouri 17,331,288 

Arkansas l(i,417,390 

Louisiana 24,252,5(51 

Mississippi *3, 283, 640 

Alabama tl.305,619 

Florida 24,953,852 


103,683,994 


Surveyor's  Office,  WaMngton,  3risfi.,  October  18,  1830. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  the  consideration  of  Congress  the  estimates  for  surveying  in  this 

district  during  the  ensuing  year: 

To  close  the  surveying  of  the  Choctaw  district,  which  is  desirable,  for  the  purpose  of  rendering 
the  settlements  in  this  State  compact,  there  are  yet  about  twenty-five  townshijis  and  frac- 
tional townships  to  be  surveyed,  ecjual  perhaps  to  twenty  full  townshi])s,  or  1,440  miles  of 
regular  square  work;  allowing  for  traversing  of  water-courses,  it  may  be  set  down  at  1,500 
miles,  or $6,000 

For  correcting  surveys  in  the  district  west  of  Peal  river,  in  which  it  has  been  found  that  much 
of  the  surveying,  and  especiallj'  in  the  northern  part,  which  was  executed  more  than  twenty 
years  past,  has  been  done  in  a  very  defective  manner,  may  require  a  sum  equal  to  the  ex- 
pense of  sui-veying  five  full  townships,  about 1,500 

In  the  district  north  of  Red  river,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  it  is  believed  about  forty  townships 

may  be  surveyed  advantageously,  which  will  require  the  sum  of 11,520 

In  the  southwestern  district  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  including  what  has  heretofore  been 
denominated  neutral  territory,  lying  between  the  Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  river,  there  will  be 
to  survey  about  fifty  full  townships,  requiring 14,400 

"Exclusive  of  the  land  ceded  lying  west  of  Lake  Michigan  and  north  of  Illinois  State,  which  is  estimated  at  about  one 
hundred  townships. 

tExclueive  of  the  Choctaw  treaty  of  1830. 
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The  .southeastern  district  of  Louisiana,  which  includes  the  island  of  New  Orleans,  is,  for  the 
most  part,  an  alluvial  country,  very  much  intersected  by  bayous  and  lakes,  in  which  it  is 
said  there  are  considerable  bodies  of  valualile  lauds  which  it  is  desirable  to  bring  into 
market.  Tiie  manner  directed  by  law  for  surveying  lauds  bordering  on  those  water-courses, 
and  the  want  of  an  accurate  knowledge  of  their  extent,  render  it  difficult  to  form  a  probable 
estimate  of  the  e.xteut  of  lineal  measure  which  would  be  made  to  complete  the  surveying  of 
tliat  district.  The  principal  deputy  surveyor  of  the  district,  who  has  as  good  means  as  any 
other  person  of  forming  a  correct  estimate,  is  of  opinion  tiiat  4,000  miles  may  be  profitably 
survej'ed  there  during  the  approaching  season,  requiring  the  sum  of $16,000 

The  surveying  in  the  district  east  of  the  island  of  New  Orleans  is  nearly  brought  to  a  close.  It 
is  believed  that,  to  complete  it  and  correct  some  defective  work,  may  require  a  sum  not 
exceeding 3,000 


Making  an  aggregate  sum  of 52,420    I 


This  estimate  is  considerably  augmented  from  the  consideration  that  the  act  of  Congress  "granting 
pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on  pul)lic  lands,"  approved  the  29th  of  May,  1830,  will  render  it  necessary 
to  survey  many  townships  on  which  there  are  such  settlements  to  enable  the  persons  entitled  to  the 
benefits  of  that  act  to  comply  witli  its  conditions.  This  augmentation,  however,  cannot  be  objectionable, 
when  it  is  considered  tiiat  the  purchase  money  which  would  be  paid  on  two  pre-emption  rights  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  each,  would  be  more  than  sufficient  to  defray  the  expense  of  surveying  an  entire 
township. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  state  that  surveying  has  been  executed,  under  contracts  with  my  predeces- 
sor, to  the  amount  of  about  $20,000,  which  has  not  been  paid  for,  and  which  I  have  not  yet  been  furnished 
with  the  means  of  paying. 

It  is  rumored  that  tiie  treaties  lately  concluded  with  the  Chickasaw  and  Choctaw  tribes  of  Indians, 
for  tiie  purchase  of  their  country,  provide  that  all  the  reservations  and  donations  are  to  be  located  by 
regular  sectional  or  subdivisional  lines,  and  tliat  tiie  surveying  will  commence  previous  to  the  removal  of 
the  Indians.  If  such  be  the  fact,  and  the  treaties  sliould  be  ratified,  that  service  will  require  about 
$50,000  during  the  ensuing  year. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JO.  DUNBAR,  Surveyor  of  Public  Lands  south  of  Tennessee. 

T.  L,  Smith,  Esq.,  Register  if  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  Washington  City. 


Surveyor's  Office,   Tallahassee,  October  12,   1830. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  circular  of  the  11th  ultimo,  requesting  an 
estimate  for  the  year  1831,  and,  in  obedience,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  estimate,  intended  to 
embrace  the  surveying  of  the  public  lands  and  private  land  claims  in  East  Florida,  viz: 

Surveying  public  lands $12,000 

Surveying  private  land  claims 8,000 

Contingent  expenses,  stationery,  &c 250 

20,250 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  BUTLER. 
T.  L.  Smith,  Esq.,  Register,  d-c. 


Surveyor  Gener.ii.'s  Office,   Cincinnati,  September  25,  1830. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  llth  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to 

submit  the  following  estimates  for  the  year  1831,  viz: 

For  surveying  the  public  lands  in  Indiana .- $10,000 

Do do in  Michigan  Territory 10,000 

Do do in  the  Northwest  Territory 25,000 

For  salary  of  surveyor  general  agreeably  to  law $2,000 

For  salaries  in  his  office do do 2,100 

4,100 


Total 49,100 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  LYTLE,  Surveyor  General. 
T.  L.  Smith,  Esq.,  Register  of  the  Treasury,  Washington. 


Surveyor's  Office,  St.  Louis,  November  4,  1830. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  estimate  of  tlie  probable  disbursements  by  this  office 
for  the  year  1831,  inclusive  of  the  sums  to  be  paid  on  account  e^  surveys  that  may  be  contracted  for 
during  that  year,  viz  : 


1831. 
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For  snrvoyiii!;' publir  laiiils  ami  privato  land  flaim.^,  iiichiilinj,'  town  lots,  villapjo  lots,  (Hit  lots,  coni- 
iiiiins,  ami  coiumkui  Held  icits,  and  also  rcsiirvcys  nf  claims  licrctuforc  siii'V(>yed — in  all,  say 

oig-lit  thousand  miles,  at  llircc  dollars  ]n'i-  mile ?!24,()(I0 

For  tilt'  salaries  ot'  the  surveyor  of  ])uldii-  lands  and  of  tlii-e<'  eleiks  , 4,<»IH) 

For  the  salaries  of  three  extra  elerks 2,000 

For  contingent  olfice  expenses,  including  stationery  and  |Mistage 500 

Total 30,500 

Making  in"  all  tlio  sum  of  thirty  thonsaml  liv<'  hundred  dollars 

I  am    very  resoectlull v,  sir,  your  oliedient  servant, 

W.   MrllKE. 
T.   E.  S.Mrrii,  Esq.,  Jiegisl'T,  I'lrasiiri/  Drpaiimrnt. 


SntvKvoR  Gexeh.\i.'s  Oefu'E,  Ciiiciintali,  DrccmlH'r  ^21,  1830. 

Sir  :  The  increase  of  the  lursiness  of  this  oftiL'e,  arising  partly  from  the  large  amount  ul'  the  survt'ys 
of  the  public  lands  which,  during'  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years,  has  been  executed  under  the  direction  of 
the  surveyor  general,  together  with  the  heavy  additional  duties  assigned  to  his  office,  have  greatly 
retarded,  and  freciuently  suspended  entirely,  the  business  of  recording  \\n;  field-ruAeg,  plattt/Awl  d-'ncriplbins 
of  these  survey-s. 

To  show  more  distinctly  wherein  the  amount  of  labor  to  be  iierformed  in  this  office  lias  been  very 
considerably  increased,  permit  me  to  enumerate  some  of  the  principal  additional  duties  required  of  the 
survej'or  g-eneral  witliin  the  last  ten  years: 

\.  Of  each  township  and  fractional  tcjwnship  which  is  subdivided  into  sections,  InjJirate  plats  and 
descriptions  are  made  out  from  tiie  lield-notes  of  the  deputy  survej'ors,  and  the  contents  of  the  fractional 
sections  calculated.  From  the  organization  of  this  office  until  the  year  1S24  the  deputy  surveyors,  under 
an  express  stipulation  in  their  contracts,  made  out  these  trijjlicate  jdtts  and  descriptiiins  ami  calculations 
themgelve.i,  and  returned  them  with  their  field-notes  into  this  office  ;  but  in  the  j'ear  referred  to,  by  direc- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  labor  of  pr(;paring  the  plats  and  descriptions  and  calcula- 
tions was  transferred  tvom  the  deputies  to  the  surveyor  general  ;  since  which  time  they  have  been  made 
out  in  this  office. 

2.  The  subdivision  (on  the  township  majts)  of  all  fractional  sections  containing  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  or  upwards  into  tracts  of  eighty  acres,  as  near  as  niay  be,  and  the  calculation  of  the  area  of  each 
separate  tract. 

3.  The  platting  from  the  field-notes  of  the  meanders  all  those  small  htea  in  each  township  which 
are  too  deep  to  bo  drained,  and  subdividing  and  calculating  into  tracts,  as  above,  the  sections  made  frac- 
tional by  such  lakes. 

4.  The  entering  in  tables,  on  the  margin  of  each  township  map,  the  contents  of  each  section  and 
subdivisions  of  sections  therein,  and  summing  up  the  aggregate  contents  of  each  township. 

5.  The  subdivision  (on  the  maps)  into  tracts  of  eighty  acres,  as  near  as  may  be,  and  the  calculations 
thereof,  all  tlie  unsold,  forfei'ed,  recerted,  and  relinquished  fractional  sections  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  and  upwards,  in  the  several  land  districts  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Michigan. 

The  heavy  additions  thus  made  to  the  current  business  of  the  office  necessarily  employs  so  large  a 
portion  of  the  time  tiiat  was  formerly  devoted  to  the  records,  that  that  branch  of  the  business  of  the  office 
has  got  80  far  beliind,  that,  with  (jur  present  help,  so  long  as  the  usual  amount  of  surveys  are  annually 
continued  to  be  made,  it  appears  to  be  impracticable  to  bring  up  the  arrears  of  recording.  Indeed,  that 
part  of  our  work  will  very  probably  in  this  case  get  still  further  behind  for  the  same  reasons. 

From  these  considerations,  and  for  the  interest  of  the  public  service  in  this  department  thereof,  I  beg 
leave  through  you,  respectfully  but  earnestly,  to  ask  of  Congress  an  appropriation  to  enable  me  to  employ 
an  additional  clerk  to  aid  me  in  bringing  up  the  records. 

My  chief  clerk  has  filled  that  station  about  sixteen  years  ;  has  spent  the  prime  of  his  life  in  the  public 
service  in  this  office;  and,  by  close  application  to  its  business,  has  sometimes  much  impaired  his  health. 
By  removing  to  this  city  with  the  office,  the  small  salary  which  he  receives  is  greatly  reduced  by  the  high 
rents  and  increased  expenses  of  living  which  he  is  subjected  to.  On  this  account,  and  in  consideration  of 
his  qualilications  and  long  experience,  I  think  it  but  just  and  reasonable  that  an  increase  of  compensation 
should  be  allowed  him. 

For  the  purpose,  therefore,  of  enabling  me  to  emplo}'  an  additional  (recording)  clerk,  and  to  increase 
the  allowance  to  my  chief  clerk,  I  respectfully  ask  for  an  appropriation,  in  addition  to  the  usual  annual 
allowance,  of  nine  hundred  and  tit'ty  dtillars. 

I  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  this  suliject  before  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  ask 
that  the  sum  named"  above  may  be  taken  into  the  estimates  for  this  office  and  the  appropriation  thereof 
called  for  by  him. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


Elijah  H.\y\v.-vrd,  Esq.,  Comnwsioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  Washinijton. 


^VM.  LYTLE. 


Gener.\i,  L.wn  Office,  February  24,  1831. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  note  of  this  morning,  requesting  inl'ormution  as  to  the  amount  of  appropria- 
tion necessary  for  surveying  the  lands  acquired  by  the  late  Choctaw  treaty. 

In  consequence  of  my  not  being  aware  of  the  provisions  of  that  treaty,  I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to 
form  any  estimate  that  is  entirely  satisfactory  to  my-self,  or  which   will  be  likely  to  prove  so  to  you. 

Mr.  Dunbar  estimates  the  quantity  of  the  lands  lately  purchased  from  the  Chickasaw  and  Choctaw 
Indians,  lying  within  the  State  of  Mississippi,  at  16,300,000  acres.     This  quantity  is  equal  to  lOI  town- 

voi,.  VI 38  E 
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ssliips,  which,  at   tlie   rato  of  $200,  the  ordinary  expense  of  surveying-  a  township,  would   require  for  tlie 
wiiole  service  $141,400. 

In  estiniatinfj;  in  October  last  for  the  approiiriation  rennired  for  surveying-  th<'  lands  in  Mississippi 
durinn;'  the  year  1831,  Mr.  Dunbar  remarks  as  follows,  viz:  "  It  is  rumored  that  the  treaties  lately  concluded 
with  the  Chickasaw  and  Clioctaw  tribes  of  Indians  for  the  purchase  of  their  country  provide  that  all  the 
reservations  and  donations  are  to  be  located  by  regular  sectional  and  subdivisional  lines,  and  that  the 
surveying-  will  commence  previous  to  the  removal  of  the  Indians.  If  such  be  the  fact,  and  the  treaties 
sliould  be  ratilied,  tliat  service  will  require  about  $50,000  during-  the  ensuing-  year."  This  amount  was 
not  embraced  in  the  general  estimate  for  surveying-  for  the  year  1831  submitted  to  Congress  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session. 

I  trust  that  from  your  knowledge  of  tlie  provisions  of  the  treaty  you  -will  be  enabled,  from  what  has 
been  stated  in  the  foregoing,  to  make  an  estimate  that  will  be  satisfactory  to  yourself  in  case  the  estimate 
of  ^S0,000,  contingent  on  tlie  provisions  of  the  treaties,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Dunbar,  should  be  deemed  erroneous. 

In  connexi<in  with  this  subject,  is  the  sale  of  the  lands  after  the  surveys  shall  have  been  completed. 

I  have  received  a  communication  from  Mr.  Dunbar,  wherein  he  recommends  the  laying  off  of  the  lands 
alluded  to  into  three  distinct  land  districts,  within  whicli  land  ofBces,  established  at  their  centres,  would  be 
little  more  remote  than  fifty  miles  from  the  most  distant  parts  of  each  district. 

1  have  not  yet  had  time  to  investigate  the  merits  of  the  proposed  plan,'  and  do  not  presume  that  if  it 
were  now  before  Congress,  time  would  admit  of  its  being-  acted  on  during-  the  piescut  session.     If,  how- 
ever, you  should  deem  it  important  to  have  a  copy  of  the  same,  it  will  be  furnished. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELI.T.VH  HAYWARD. 

Hon.  Gfairge  Poixdexter,  Scna/e  of  the  United  Statc!<. 
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APPLICATION   OF   INDIANA  TO  BE  ALLOWED  TO  TAX   ALL   LAND    SOLD  BY  THE  UNITED 
STATES  IN  THAT  STATE  FItOM  THE  TIME  OF  SALE. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  SENATE  FEBRUARY  25,   1831. 

To  the  lionoraUe  the  Senate  and  HoiiHe  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Stales  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  memorial  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana  respectfully  showeth:  That,  as  your 
lionorable  bodies  are  well  apprised,  by  a  compact  existing  bet-sveen  the  United  States  and  this  State,  which 
compact  is  contained  in  an  act  of  your  honorable  bodies  of  Ajiril  19,  1816,  and  an  ordinance  of  the  people 
of  this  State,  made  through  their  representatives  in  convention  at  Corydon,  June  10,  1816,  which  compact 
is  irrevocable,  unless  by  consent  of  both  parties,  this  State  is  prohibited  from  laying  any  kind  of  tax  what- 
ever upon  lands  sold  by  the  United  States  within  this  State,  until  the  expiration  of  five  years  from  and 
after  the  day  of  sale;  which  compact  has  been  kept  in  good  faith  by  this  State,  whereby  she  has  been  and 
continues  to  be  deprived  of  one  principal  source  of  revenue,  so  important  to  her  in  her  infancy,  and  par- 
ticularly at  the  present  time. 

Your  memorialists  believe  that  one  principal  reason  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  for  wishing  the 
adoption  of  said  restriction  was  the  uncertainty  of  many  of  the  purchasers  ultimately  perfecting  their 
titles  to  lands  purchased  by  them,  and  the  supposed  impolicy  of  compelling  them  to  pay  tax  upon  lands 
which,  in  case  of  non-payment,  (which  might  happen  in  many  instances  by  causes  not  within  the  control 
of  tiie  parties  concerned,)  might  and  would  revert  to  the  United  States.  At  the  time  of  making  the 
compact  referred  to,  and  for  some  years  afterwards,  the  United  States  sold  their  lands  on  a  credit  of  five 
years.  Such  is  not  the  case  now.  The  system  is  changed,  the  price  reduced,  and  prompt  payment 
required.  The  uncertainty  of  perfecting  a  title,  therefore,  no  longer  exists.  Any  person  purchasing-  is 
sure  of  a  title.  The  above  reason  for  the  exemption  of  taxation,  therefore,  no  longer  exists,  and  your 
memorialists  can  see  no  sufBcient  reason  for  its  further  continuance. 

Your  memorialists  further  represent  that  a  tax  upon  lands  is  the  principal  source  of  revenue  of  said 
.State;  that,  like  all  other  new  States,  she  stands  in  need  of  all  the  revenue  which  a  reasonable  assessment 
on  legitimate  objects  of  taxation  within  her  limits  will  afford  her,  particularly  at  this  time,  when  she  is 
anxiously  laboring-  for  the  improvement  of  her  phj'sical  and  moral  condition;  that  they  can  see  no  sufficient 
reason  why  persons  who  have  purchased  good  land  at  the  low  price  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents 
per  acre,  and  are  sure  of  a  good  title,  should  be  exempt  from  paying  any  duty  thereon  to  the  government 
for  the  long  period  of  five  years. 

Your  memorialists  therefore  pray  your  honorable  bodies  to  consent,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
that  said  article  of  comjiact  be  revoked,  so  as  to  allow  this  State  the  right  of  hereafter  taxing-  all  lauds 
purchased  from  the  United  States  under  the  present  system  of  prompt  payment  from  and  after  the  date  of 
the  purchase.     And  your  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  &c. 

Hesolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  That  our  senators  in  Congress  be  instructed, 
and  our  representatives  reijuested,  to  use  their  best  efforts  to  procure  the  passage  of  an  act  of  Congress 
releasing  tliis  State  from  the  articles  (ff  conq.iact  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  memorial,  so  as  to  allow  this 
State  the  privilege  of  taxing-  lands  hereafter  sold  by  the  United  States  in  this  State,  in  common  with  other 
lauds,  from  and  after  the  time  of  sale. 

Resolved, further,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  forward  a  copj'  of  the  above  memorial  and 
resolution  to  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress. 

ISAAC  HOWK,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
MILTON  STAPP,  Freside-nt  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  January  29,  1831. 

*•  J.  BROWN  RAY. 
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O  N    C  L.V  1  M     TO     I,  A  \  l»     IN     d  II  I  O. 

idMMr.NirATF.n  TO  TiiK  Hiir.^K  (ir  Ri-,iT.r.sK\T.\TivKs  Kr.Kr.iAKV  ii'\  ls:il, 

ill".  STEliinKRK,  IVdHi   flir   ('iiniiriittce    on    Private    Lumls,   to   whom   was    ri-rorrcil    the   |)iiiitci|    iiinnorial   of 

(Joort;'o  .Mcl'i.iiig'all,  <_.!'  sovi'iitcon  |iai;'os,  r('|iorlc(l: 

The  petitioner  jiray.s  Coii^ress  to  ronlirm  to  him  a  tract  of  .sixty  acres  of  lan<l,  silii.-ite  in  llie  Miami 
reservation,  in  the  .State  of  Ohio,  assin'neil  to  him  by  .'~l.  Miclu'l  it  Loran^'er,  to  which  llje  commissioners 
appointed  to  adjust  the  claims  to  land  in  the  district  ol  Uetroit  deciih'd  that  the  said  St.  .Miclud  \:  Lorang-er 
had  a  pre-emption  rig-lit.  The  conunittee  havi'  care 'ully  examined  the  memorial  and  the  tlocuments  and 
records  in  the  Land  (.)llice  relating  to  this  claim.  It  appears  that  by  the  act  of  .\pril  25.  I80S,  entitled  ■■  An 
act  sup|ilemental  to  an  act  regulating-  the  grant  of  land  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,"'  every  head  of  a 
family  who,  prior  to  the  itith  of  March,  1804,  and  at  the  [lassage  of  the  act,  inliahited  and  cultivated  a  tiact 
of  land  in  said  Territory,  not  claimed  under  a  legal  French  or  liritish  grant  or  under  the  act  to  which  this 
is  a  supplement,  should  be  entitled  to  the  pre-cmjition  in  beconnng  a  pui-chaser  of  the  United  States  of  such 
tract  not  exceeding-  one  section,  at  the  rate  at  which  otiier  |)ublic  lands  in  the  Territory  are  orilered  to  be 
sold,  viz:  two  dollars  per  acre.  Under  this  law  St.  .Nfichel  &  Loranger  presented  a  ]ire-emptiou  claim  to 
sixty  acres  of  land  to  the  commissioners  appointed  to  adjust  thi>  claims  t  i  lands  in  the  district  of  Detroit, 
which  was  allowed  by  them,  and  a  certificate  issued.  St.  Micliel  it  Loranger  iiaid  two  instalments  of 
ihe  purchase  monej'  of  this  tract,  viz:  $30  on  the  31st  December,  180S,  and  $30  on  the  itith  Decendier, 
1810.  Shortly  after  this  second  instalment  was  paid  it  was  discovered  that  the  tract  of  land  claimed  by 
St.  Michel  &  Lorang-er,  and  allowed  by  the  commissioners,  was  situate  in  the  Miami  reserve,  in  Ohio,  and 
not  in  the  district  for  which  the  comtnissi(,)ners  were  appointed.  The  hcdder  of  the  certificate  was  informed 
of  this,  and  that  no  patent  would  be  granted.  After  these  payments  the  petitioner  bought  the  claim  of  St. 
Michel  &  Loranger,  (for  what  sum  it  is  not  stated.")  Subseipiently  the  other  instalments  were  otlered, 
but  not  received,  and  a  patent  refused,  because  the  land  did  not  lie  in  thi'  Detroit  district,  and  the  claim 
not  legally  allowed.  It  is  true,  as  the  petitioner  states,  that  the  act  of  the  2od  .Vpril,  1S12,  directs  patents 
to  issue  to  the  persons  whose  claims  to  lands  iiad  been  confirmed  iu  the  district  of  Detroit,  provided  that 
the  contirmation  of  the  commissioners  be  according  to  law.  Rut  he  fails  to  prove  that  in  his  case  the  con- 
firmation of  the  comniissi(Miers  -n-as  "according  to  law."  The  fact  is,  it  was  clearly  illegal;  the  land  did 
not  even  lie  in  the  district  over  which  they  had  jurisdiction,  and  they  consequently  had  no  more  authority  to 
act  in  this  case  than  if  the  land  had  been  in  Louisiana.  Besides,  this  lami  -was  within  a  tract  which  had 
been  reserved.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  St.  Michel  &  Loranger  were  guilty  of  fraud  in  bringing- 
this  claim  before  the  commissioners,  knowing-  it  to  lie  out  of  their  district;  and,  even  on  this  g-round, 
would  not  be  entitled  to  a  confirmation.  From  the  act  of  Congress  confirming  the  claims  recommended 
for  confirmation  it  would  seem  Congress  was  aware  that  the  commissioners  had  acted  on  cases  out  of 
their  district;  for  the  phraseology  of  the  law  carefully  includes  only  claims  in  the  district.  Its  terms  do  » 
not  embrace  this  case,  but  expressly  exclude  it. 

The  committee  think  the  land  officers  have  put  the  proper  construction  on  the  acts  relating  to  these 
claims,  and  acted  correctly  in  refusing  a  patent.  Other  claims  similar  to  this  were  decided  by  the  com- 
missioners, and  part  of  the  purchase  money  paid.  But  on  discovering-  the  illegality  of  the  proceedings, 
patents  were  refused,  and  the  purchase  money  which  was  paid  refunded.  In  this  case  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  is  authorized  to  refund  the  money  paid,  and  will  do  it  when  an  application  is  made  by  the 
proper  claimant. 

Pursuant  to  an  act  of  Congress  this  tract  of  land  was  sold  by  the  government  in  181T;  part  to  Wm. 
Olliver,  for  $32  per  acre;  and  part  to  Francis  Tassel,  for  $2  per  acre;  therefore  the  petitioner  cannot  have  it 
confirmed  to  him,  even  if  he  had  an  equitable  title,  which  he  has  not.  The  committee  think  St.  Michel  & 
Loranger  or  the  petitioner  should  have  the  purchase  money  paid  refunded;  but  this  will  be  done  on  appli- 
cation, and  does  not  need  a  special  law.  If  his  vendors  have  defrauded  the  petitioner,  he  must  look  to 
them  for  remuneration.     The  committee  ofler  the  following-  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  he  granted;  and  that  the  committee  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 


2  1st  Congress. J  No.    912.  [2d  Session. 

APPLICATION  OF  MISSOURI  THAT  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS  MAY  BE  SOLD  IN  FORTY-ACRE 
LOTS,  AND  THAT  QUARTER  SECTIONS  BE  DIVIDED  BY  EAST  AND  WE.ST  AS  WELL 
AS  BY  NORTH  AND  SOUTH  LINES. 

coinn-xiCKTEn  to  the  sex.we  FEBRU.iKV  28,  1831. 

To  the  Senate  and  Hou^e  of  Bepresenlatices  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  af^gembled  : 

The  memorial  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Missouri  respectfully  showeth:  That  in  many 
parts  of  the  said  State  the  country  is  so  hilly  and  broken,  and  in  others  water  and  timber  so  scarce,  that 
but  very  small  tracts  or  parcels  of  lands  suitable  for  farming  can  be  procured  in  one  body;  consequently 
it  frequently  happens  that  persons  wishing  to  settle  iu  such  places  cannot  get  even  a  small   farm,  under 
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the  existing  luws  of  the  United  States,  witliont  entering  a  consideraMc  portion  of  land  of  no  value.  This 
prevents  tiie  purchase  and  settlement  of  all  sueh  portions  of  tliis  State.  By  an  act  of  Congress,  heretofore 
passed,  it  became  lawful  to  enter  the  east  and  west  halves  of  quarter  sections,  which  for  a  time  was  of 
great  advantage  to  the  settlement  and  improvement  of  this  country,  as  well  as  to  the  general  govermiieiit, 
liy  the  increased  sale  of  public  lands;  but  the  advantages  vs'hich  could  be  derived  from  that  act  have  already 
been  obtained,  as  entries  have  generally  been  made  of  the  east  and  west  halves  of  quarter  sections 
where  they  were  considered  suitable  for  farming.  Your  memorialists  respectfully  represent  that  an  act 
of  Congress  authorizing  the  cntrj'  of  the  north  or  south  half  of  any  quarter  section,  or  forty  acres  in  any 
corner  thereof,  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  this  State  and  to  the  general  government,  as  many  small 
tracts  of  land  would  be  entered  which  otherwise  will  remain  unsold;  in  all  cases  giving  to  the  actual 
settler  the  preference.  It  would  have  a  tendency  to  make  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  less  scattering, 
and  the  settlements,  as  far  as  they  progressed,  more  dense.  It  would  cause  the  sale  of  much  public  land 
now  considered  refuse  and  unfit  for  cultivation;  it  would  give  a  permanent  home  and  interest  in  the 
<'iiuntry  to  many  poor  families,  who  would  otherwise  remain  dependent  tenants,  or  be  compelled  to  remove 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States.  Without  the  above  or  similar  provisions,  large  districts  of  country, 
in  many  parts  of  this  State,  would  remain  in  the  condition  of  a  wilderness. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  wisdom,  iustice,  and  liberality  of  Congress. 

JOHN  THORNTON,  Speaker  of  the  Houxe  of  Representatives. 
DANIEL  DUNKLIN,  President  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  December  31,  1830. 

JOHN  MILLER. 


21ST    CONGKESS.]  No.    913.  [2d    SeSSION. 


APPLICATION    OF   MISSOURI    FOR   THE    ESTABLISHMENT    OF  A  TRIBUNAL   TO   ADJUST 

LAND  CLAIMS  IN  THAT  STATE. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE    SE.VATE    FEBRL'ARY  28,   1831. 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  : 

Your  memorialist,  the  legislature  of  Missouri,  respectfully  represents:  That  the  unconfirmed  claims 
to  lands  in  this  State,  under  grants  from  the  Spanish  and  French  governments,  continue  to  be  subjects  of 
•  great  interest  to  many  individuals,  and  to  the  State  itself.  It  is  now  near  twenty-eight  years  since  the 
adoption  of  the  treaty  with  France,  by  which  these  claimants  conceive  they  were  guaranteed  in  their 
rights  to  these  lands;  and  yet  to  tliis  hour  claims  to  an  immense  amount  remain  undecided.  How  does 
a  course  of  conduct  so  strangely  dilatory  comport  with  those  principles  of  prompt  and  immutable  justice 
upon  which  the  republic  professes  to  base  its  policy  towards  all  the  world?  It  is  certainly  not  competent  for 
the  legislature  of  Missouri  to  undertake  to  decide  upon  the  validity  of  these  land  claims;  but  surely  it  is 
right  to  ask  that  they  may  be  speedily  and  finally  adjudicated.  If  the  individual  claimants  have  any  just 
rights,  they  ought  to  be  confirmed  in  them;  if  they  have  none,  the  pretence  of  claim  ought  to  be  silenced,  and 
the  land  brought  into  market  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  the  neighborhoods 
in  which  they  lie.  The  unconfirmed  claims  in  this  State  which  are  reserved  from  sale  amount  to  millions 
of  acres;  they  lie  scattered  over  the  State  in  unequal  proportions,  some  counties  having  none  in  them, 
whilst  others  are  greatly  overspread  by  them;  they  generally  lie  in  large  bodies,  and  frequently  embrace 
the  best  land  in  the  county.  The  evil  which  they  cause  to  our  citizens  and  to  the  State,  by  preventing 
continuous  settlements,  and  the  erection  of  mills,  &c.,  upon  their  streams,  by  withholding  land  from 
cultivation,  by  interruptions  in  the  roads,  by  not  being  subject  to  taxation,  and  in  a  variety  of  other  ways, 
is  too  manifest  to  need  recapitulation.  In  selecting  a  tribunal  for  the  adjudication  of  these  claims,  your 
memorialist  would  object  to  the  ordinary  courts  of  law,  because  their  expensive,  tedious,  and  technical 
modes  of  proceeding  are  unsuited  to  the  nature  of  these  claims  and  to  the  rights  of  the  claimants;  for  it 
might  be  the  case  that  the  major  part  of  the  claims  should  have  a  good  foundation  in  equit,y,  and  yet  could 
not  be  sustained  in  a  court  of  law;  and  it  is  quite  certain  that  proceedings  had  in  courts  of  law  would 
superadd  to  the  pecuniary'  burdens  of  which  these  claimants  already  complain,  and  would  cause  much 
further  delay.  It  is  therefore  most  respectfully  recommended  that  a  board  of  land  commissioners  may  be 
again  created,  endowed  with  equit}'  powers  sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  doing  full  and  final  justice  l>etweea 
the  governmunt  and  the  claimants;  and  that  it  shall  be  provided  that  this  tril>unal  shall  adopt  as  its  rule 
of  action,  to  confirm  every  claim  which  the  government  of  either  Spain  or  France  would  have  confirmed 
had  no  transfer  of  the  territory  been  made. 

JOHN  THORNTON,  Sjyeaker  of  the  Mouse  of  Representatives. 
DANIEL  DUNKLIN,  President  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  January  15,  1831. 

JOHN  MILLER. 
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21sT  CoNCKKss.]  No.  914.  [2n  Sessiux. 

APl'LICATION   OK   I1-L1.\0IS   roi{.\  (.'IJ.W'l'  OK  [..WD   KOK  .\  KO.VD  I'lIO.M   ClllC.VCO  TO    I'lIK 

\VA1'.A.-<1[   KlVKi;. 

COM.MLNR'.VTKll  Tn  THE  110l.SE  (IF  REri;E.<ENT.lTIVKrf  FEIUUWRV   28,    I  Sol. 

Tlin  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  rcspccl  fully  re|iicsenl : 
That  tiiey  have,  at  their  present  session,  directed  the  |)erinanent  hieatinn  of  a  road,  I'mir  |Milrs  in  width, 
from  the  west  bank  of  the  Wabash  river,  opposite  to  Vinceniies,  tn  (Uiieag'o,  (in  Lake  .Miehig-an,  and  that 
proper  stones  shall  be  placed  at  the  end  of  every  mile  upon  the  way. 

The  object  of  this  road  is  the  accommodatidn  of  travellers,  and  the  facilitating'  of  a  Cdinmcrce  which  is 
by  natnn;  destined  to  flow  in  this  direction  from  the  nortliern  lakes  to  the  country  situate  upmi  the  W'aliasli 
river.  This  road,  your  memorialists  believe,  will  not  only  bo  advantageous  to  the  Stale  of  llliiiuis,  hut  (if 
great  importance  to  the  interest  of  tlie  State  of  Indiana  and  the  Tcrrit(.iry  of  Micliig'an.  ('(iinmercc  has 
already  found  its  way  througlr  this  channel,  and  during  the  last  year  g(jods  have  been  transported  from 
the  city  of  New  York,  by  way  of  the  New  York  canal  and  the  iKirthcrn  lakes,  to  Chicago,  and  IVnm  thence 
overland,  by  the  way  proposed,  to  the  Wabash  river. 

This  road,  your  memorialists  are  indnciMl  to  believe,  is  one  of  importance  to  the  interests  of  the  States 
of  New  York,  Ohiti,  Indiana,  Michigan  Territory,  and  the  State  of  Illinois,  connected,  as  those  States  must 
eventually  be,  by  the  ties  of  connnerce.  Those  advanta,ge.s  may  be,  it  is  believed,  greatly  hasti-ned  and 
facilitated  by  the  measure  now  proposed;  and,  with  an  eye  to  the  interest  of  tlie  several  States,  ydur 
memorialists  cannot  but  view  it  of  iuipdrtance  to  the  Union,  fur  the  commerce  of  the  States,  the 
transportation  of  troops,  and  the  munitions  of  war.  This  road,  in  its  whole  extent  almiit  220  miles,  will, 
it  is  believed,  pa.ss  over  150  miles  of  lands  now  owned  by  the  United  States,  a  very  Cdiisidcralile  portidii  nf 
which  has  not  yet  been  brought  into  market,  and  extensive  prairies  on  the  way,  which,  witlidut  some 
additional  incentive  for  improvement,  must  long  remain  nnsettled.  The  State  of  Illinois,  under  the  present 
depressed  state  of  its  finances,  is  unable  to  appropriate  any  muney  fur  the  ci.mstruction  of  the  prd|iosed 
road,  and  with  its  limited  means  will  long  be  nnable  to  do  .so.  The  unsettled  statu  of  the  country  tlirougli 
which  the  road  will  pass  renders  a  personal  reijnisiti(.in  of  lalior  upon  tlie  inhabitants  sufficient  for  its 
construction  impracticable. 

Your  memorialists  are  therefore  induced,  in  consideration  of  the  importance  fif  the  measure,  tn  ask  fur 
the  assistance  of  the  general  govcruinent  in  the  constrnction  of  said  road  by  an  ap])rd|iriatidn  df  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  every  alternate  sectimi  nf  the  land  owned  by  the  United  States  thrdugh  which  the 
said  road  may  pass  to  aid  in  its  construction. 

It  is  confidently  believed  by  your  memorialists  that  the  United  States,  in  a  pecuniary  point,  will  bo 
benefited  by  the  measure  proposed;  that  the  remaining  lands  dwned  by  them  will  be  enhanced  in  value, 
and  their  sale  accelerated  to  an  amount  more  bcnelicial  to  th(>  general  int(.'rest  than  the  pnicceds  df  the 
grant  asked  for  the  improvement  of  said  road. 

W.M.  UEE  1).  EWIXr;,  Speater  of  the  Hou^e  nf  Rrprcaenlatn-r.^. 
ZADOK  t'ASEY,  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

J.\xr.\KV  28,  1831. 


21sT  Congress.]  No.    915.  [2d  Session. 


APPLICATION  OP  DELAWARE  FOR  A  GENERAL  DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  PROCEEDS  OF  THE 
SALES  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS  AMONG  THE  SEVERAL  STATES. 

COMMUNKWTED    TO    THE    SEX.VTE    M.\RCH     1,    1831. 

Ix  THE  Gexer.\l  Assembly,  January  Se^siun,  1831. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  governor's  message  as  relates  to  the  distribution  of 
the  revenue  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  jmblic  lands  of  the  Union  among  the  several  States  for  the 
purpose  of  education,  &c.,  reported: 

That  the  citizens  of  this  State  view  with  deep  solicitude  the  efflirts  lately  made  in  the  national 
legislature  to  deprive  the  Atlantic  States  of  their  just  and  ecjuitable  rights  to  the  pnlilic  lands  of  the 
Union — rights  which  tiiey  claim  to  hold  in  common  with  all  the  States,  and  which  were  asserted  by  and 
conceded  to  them  at  the  laying  of  the  foundation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  L'nion.  It  is  an  inheritance 
which  they  claim  as  the  purchase  of  their  treasures  and  of  their  blood,  and  is- too  highly  appreciated  by 
them  to  be  relinc[nished  without  an  e(iuivalent,  and  too  dearly  bought  to  be  wantonly  hivished  away. 

The  citizens  of  Delaware  have  behold,  with  pain  and  anxiety,  attempts  which  have  lately  been  made 
in  Congress  thus  to  deprive  them  of  a  conceded  right,  and  dissipate  the  revenue  derivable  from  those  lands, 
bj'  forcing  sales  within  a  short  period  of  time,  and  at  mere  nominal  prices.  Thej'  consider  such  a  scheme 
as  nothing  less  than  a  virtual  alienation  of  their  right,  and  a  wanton  sacrifice  of  their  interest  to  the 
cupidity  and  avarice  of  speculators,  many  of  whom,  it  would  seem,  are  as  mercenary  and  unprincipled  in 
their  views  as  they  are  active  and  vociferous  in  their  support  of  them.  The  people  of  Delaware  look  forward 
to  the  time  when  the  national  debt  shall  have  been  licjuidated  (to  the  payment  of  which  the  revenue 
accruing  from  the  sales  of  the  public  land  is  pledged)  as  a  suitable  and  auspicious  [leridd,  after  which  the 
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said  revenue  may  be  distributed  ainono;  the  several  States  of  the  Union  for  the  purpose  of  extending-  the       i 
means  of  educatii)n,  and  thereby  |)romoting  the  general  welfare  of  the  Union,  strengthening  its  bands,  and        j 
perpetuating  its  blessings.     Your  committee  would,  therefore,  reconunend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolutions: 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  Stale  of  Delaware  in  general  assembly  met,  ' 
That  this  legislature  views  with  a  jealous  eye  every  attempt  to  make  a  partial  distribution  of  the  public  | 
lands  of  the  Union  among  the  States,  whether  by  direct  grant  to  a  State,  or  by  nominal  sales  at  reduced  I 
prices  to  the  citizens  thereof.  | 

Eesoh-ed,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  general  assembly,  the  revenue  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  public        ] 
lands  of  the  Union  ought  to  be  distributed  among  the  several  States,  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the        i 
means  of  education  tliroughout  the  republic,  as  soon  as  the  liijuidation  of  the  national  debt  shall  warrant 
the  same. 

Resolved,  That  our  senators  and  our  representative  in  tlic  national  legislature  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  requested  to  exert  themselves  to  procur(!  such  an  appropriation  of  the  funds  available  from  the 
sales  of  those  lands  as  shall  foster  and  promote  the  cause  of  education  tin-oughout  the  Union. 

Resolved,  That  this  general  assembly  d(_)  approve  most  heartily'  the  manlj-  and  able  stand  maintained  1 
by  our  representatiim  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  in  defending  and  sustaining  tiic  right  and  interest  1 
of  the  State,  upon  the  question  of  the  disposal  of  the  western  dominions  of  the  Union.  ' 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing'  report  and  resolutions  be  signed  bj-  the  speakers  of  the  senate  and  of  i 
the  house  of  representatives  respectively,  and  that  a  copy  be  transmitted  to  each  of  our  senators  and  to  I 
our  representative  in  Congress,  and  tliat  the  executive  of  each  State  bo  furnished  with  a  copy  by  the  ( 
governor,  and  requested  to  lay  the  same  before  their  respective  legislatures. 

JOSHUA  BVKTON,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 

P.  SPRUANCE,  Jr.,  Speaker  of  the  Senate.'  j 

Adopted  at  Dover,  January  28,  1831. 
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OX  THE  APPLICATION  TO  (;i!AXT  LAND  TO  OEEICEKS  DISBANDED  FPOM  THE  ARMY 
AFTER  THE  WAR  OF  1S12-'15,  AND  TO  THE  HEIRS  OF  THOSE  WHO  DIED  OR  WERE 
KILLED  IN  SERVICE. 

C0MMUX1C.\TED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    M.IRCH    1,     1831. 

Mr.  Di'.vc.\x,  from  the  Conmiittee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  were  referred  sundry  memorials  from  the 
legislatures  of  States,  and  of  officers  of  the  army  of  the  United  States  in  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  and  who  were  disbanded  at  its  termination,  praying  that  lands  may  be  granted  to  officers 
who  served  in  that  war  and  were  disbanded  at  its  termination,  and  to  the  heirs  of  those  who  were 
killed  in  battle  or  ilied  in  service,  reported: 

That  they  have  given  to  the  subject  that  serious  and  deliberate  attention  which  its  importance  to  the 
memorialists  in  a  jiecuniary  point  of  view,  and  to  the  nation  in  the  effects  which  its  decision  may  have 
in  after  times,  demands. 

Before  proceeding  to  pronounce  the  result  of  their  deliberations,  the  committee  will  take  a  view  of 
the  proceedings  which  have  already  been  had  by  the  House  upon  this  subject. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  with  Great  Britain  a  bill  was  reported  to  the  House  fixing  the  military  peace 
establishment  of  the  United  States,  and  for  disbanding  a  portion  of  that  gallant  army  which  had  so 
successfully  carried  the  country  through  that  war.  The  sixth  section  of  that  bill  contained  the  following 
clause: 

"  That  tlicre  shall,  moreover,  be  allowed  and  granted  to  every  such  officer,  [meaning  those  who  should 
be  disbanded,]  in  consideration  of  services  during  the  late  war,  the  following  donations  in  land,  viz:  to  a 
major  g'eneral,  2,560  acres;  to  a  brigadier  general,  1,920  acres;  to  each  colonel  and  lieutenant  colonel, 
1,280  acres;  to  each  major,  960  acres;  to  each  captain,  640  acres;  to  each  subaltern,  480;  and  to  the 
representatives  of  such  officers  as  shall  have  fallen  or  died  in  service  during  the  late  war,  the  like  number 
of  acres,  according  to  the  rank  they  held,  respectively,  at  the  time  of  their  decease,  to  be  designated, 
surveyed,  and  laid  off  at  the  public  expense.'' 

On  the  27th  February,  1815,  a  few  days  before  the  termination  of  the  session,  a  motion  was  made  by 
Mr.  Cannon,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  from  the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  strike  out  this 
portion  of  the  bill.  The  question  was  taken  by  ayes  and  noes,  and  the  motion  prevailed  by  a  majority  of 
only  four  votes. 

On  the  next  day,  the  28th  February,  1815,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Alston  to  reconsider  the  vote 
upon  striking  out  the  provision.  The  vote  on  reconsideration  was  also  taken  by  ayes  and  noes,  and 
prevailed  by  a  majority  of  fourteen  votes. 

The  question  was  then  again  put  on  striking  out  the  clause,  and  decided  against  it.  Upon  the 
second  vote  the  ayes  and  noes  were  not  taken,  and  the  committee  have  learned  that  the  opposition  to  it 
had  been  almost  wholly,  if  not  entirely,  withdrawn  in  the  House. 

In  this  form  the  bill  went  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  in  which  bodj'  it  was  amended  by 
increasing  the  amount  of  force  to  be  retained  from  six  thousand  men  to  fifteen  thousand  men,  and  by 
striking  out  the  bounty  land  provision. 

On  the  second  of  March  the  House  of  Representatives  disagreed  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate. 
On  the  same  day  the  Senate  insisted  on  their  amendments.  The  Ho^se  also  insisted.  A  conference  was 
proposed  and  agreed  to  by  the  House.     The  conferees  reported  a  compromise — that  the  Senate  should 
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;i..-ri'c  til  rcihu'c  the  aimy  to  Im  tlioiisHii.!  lu.'ii,  ami  tliat  llic  1Iuiiki>  sljuiiiii  al.aihlnn  liial  |ii.ilinii  ,A'  llic  l.ill 
wliicii  priiviiicii  y-raiils  cl'  larui  lu  the  ilisliaiHic(i  dlirci -;. 

Oil  till'  tliii-d  ut'Afarrli,  llic  last  day  of  llii'  session,  aiai  almost  at  its  last  lioiir,  llie  eoiii|pioiiiise  ii'eorii- 
iiieiiileil  iiy  tlie  eont'erees  eaiiie  up  for  consideration;  and  tlio  ipiestion  to  aj;i-ee  to  llial  portion  of  it  which 
abandoned  i;-rants  of  lanil  to  tlu'  ollicers  was  talien   by  ayes  and  noes,  and   <iinied  by  a  bare  niajoiily  of 

/(CO  votes ayes  57,  Hues  55.     That    part   lA'  the  compromise  which  related    to   ihe   nnniberof  jnen   |ii   bo 

retained  in  service  was  carried  by  a  \cry  \n\;xr  majoiily — 70  to  :;s. 

Thus  it  will  be  perceived  tiiat  these  ^■allaiil  men,  at  the  only  period  when  their  claims  camr  fairly 
before  the  House  for  decision,  lost  their  land  liy  oidy  lir.,  Notes,  and  thai,  too,  jji  consciinoncc  of  a  i-nui- 
pruinise  between  the  two  houses  upon  the  suliject  of  the  (piantuni  of  force  to  lie  retained  in  the  service. 

At  the  succeedinp,-  session  of  (,'on<4-rcss  (the  llrsi  of  the  1  Ith)  tlie  suliject  was  a^-ain  brout;'ht  up.  and 
on  the  13tli  of  December,  18111,  a  bill  was  reported  to  the  House,  by  its  Connniltcc  on  Militai-y  Alfairs, 
authoriziii"'  <;-rants  of  land  to  the  disbanded  olticeis  of  the  late  war  and  the  heirs  and  icpres<'ntatives  of 
those  who  were  killed  or  diiMl  in  service. 

This  bill  was  permitted  to  remain  without  any  action  or  decision  lliereou  until  thi'  Congress  in  which 
it  was  reported  expired. 

On  the  Dth  December,  1x1",  the  following;'  res.ilution  was  iiitro(hn'e(l  into  the  House  : 

" Btsuhrd,  That  it  is  expedient  to  provide  by  law  lor  the  disbanded  ami  dei-an;;'ed  ollicers  of  the  army 
of  the  United  States  who  served  in  the  late  war  ai;'ainsl  (ireat  IJritain  by  donations  in  land,  \i/,:  to  a 
major  general  1,280  acres,  a  brigadier  g-eneral  1,120  acres,  a  cijlonel  and  lieutenant  t'olonel  DtiO  acres  each,  a 
major  SOO  aci-cs,  a  captain  640  acres,  an<l  subalterns  480  acres;"  and  no  lurther  action  took  place  during 
the  session. 

Thus  the  matter  remained  until  tlu'  lirst  session  of  the  lOtli  C'ougi-ess,  when  it  was  agaiir  bnuighl 
before  the  House  by  a  siinultaneous  itVort  of  the  officers  themselves.  Their  memoiials  were  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Cook  of  Illinois,  Jlr.  (iarnst'y  of  New  York,  Mr.  Swan  of  New  Jcisey, 
Mr.  Bailey  of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  Metcalfe  of  Kentucky. 

This'eommittee,  on  the  Htli  March,  182i),  made  a  favorable  report,  which  is  herein  embodied,  viz: 

"The  select  ci.immittec  to  whom  was  referred  the   jictition  of  siuidry  officers  of  the  army  of  the  late  war, 
praying  a  grant  of  laiid'iu  consideration  of  their  sacrifices  and  services,  report: 

"That  it  is  deemed  bj-  the  committee  but  fair  and  reasonable  that  the  merits  of  their  claim  sho\ilil  be 
duly  investigated  and  considered  by  the  House.  Their  severe  and  arduous  services  in  the  mome]]tous 
struggle  in  which  they  were  engaged  entitle  their  application  to  the  most  liberal  consideration  that  justice 
and  sound  policy  will  allow.  VVith  a  view,  therefore,  to  bring  the  subject  fairly  before  the  House,  and 
that  it  may  act  ou  the  question  unencumbered  by  details,  the  committee  propose  to  the  House  the 
following  resolution : 

"  Besolvcd,  That  it  is  expedient  to  make  jirovisiou  by  law  for  granting  to  each  of  the  oflicers  (if  tin; 
armj'  who  served  during  the  late  war  a  quantity  of  land,  acci.irding  to  their  rank,  as  a  reniuneration  tor 
their  sacrifices,  suOerings,  and  faithful  services.'' 

The  press  of  business  usually  attendant  on  the  latter  [lortion  of  a  session  of  Congress  precluded  the 
possibility  of  a  deliberate  consideration  of  this  report.  It  does  not  appear,  from  the  journals  of  the  House, 
that  it  ever  came  up  for  final  decision. 

At  three  subsequent  sessions  of  Congress,  viz:  the  second  of  the  19th,  tht-  lirst  of  the  20tli,  and  the 
first  of  the  21st,  the  subject  was  again  referred  to  committees;  but  the  nrultiiilicity  of  more  pressing  in- 
immediate  concerns  having  so  exclusively  engrossed  their  attention  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of 
devoting  that  attention  to  this  subject  which  its  magnitude  and  iujportance  required,  it  passed  oft'  until 
the  present  time. 

Thus  this  subject  has,  with  little  intermission,  been  Liefore  Congress  from  the  teiininatii  n  of  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain  to  the  present  time. 

In  the  commencement  of  the  war  which  terminated  in  establishing  the  indc|icndence  of  our  country, 
pay  and  subsistence  were  the  only  reicard^  held  out  by  the  government  to  their  officers  and  soldiers.  I'o 
their  own  exertions  were  they  to  be  indebted  for  that  greater  and  more  inestinuible  reward — their  own 
liberty  and  that  of  their  posterity.  Yet,  notwithstanding  the  great  and  inappreciable  value  of  the  ]irize 
which  was  to  be  won  or  lost,  notwithstanding  the  overfiowing  ]iatriotism  of  the  country,  the  love  of 
freedom  inherent  in  man,  and  the  desire  to  win  it  for  himself  and  to  transmit  it  to  his  children,  as  well 
as  the  monthly  pay  promised  the  officers  by  the  governnjent,  it  was  found  necessary,  in  order  to  stimulate 
the  zeal  and  patriotism,  enliven  the  drooping  spirits  of  the  officers  of  that  army,  and  to  induce  them  to 
continue  in  the  army,  to  make  them  promises  of  large  grants  of  land.  Accordingly  Congress,  as  early  as 
the  16th  September,  1776,  passed  a  resolve  that  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  its  army  shoidd  receive  grants 
of  laud.  The  salutary  consequences  and  the  high  importance  of  this  promise  were  seen  almost  as  soon 
as  it  was  adopted.  Many  highly  meritorious  officers  whose  pecuniary  embarrassments  or  the  situation  of 
whose  families  seemed  to  render  it  their  duty  to  retire  IVom  the  public  service  to  |iriividc  for  their  fainilies, 
buoyed  up  with  the  pleasing  anticipation  of  this  ultimate  source  of  profit,  abandoned  their  intentions  to 
retire,  and  continued  in  the  service  until  the  final  triumph  of  the  cause,  in  which  they  had  acquired  a 
consideration  of  no  mean  importance  in  any  hotly-contested  war.  But  in  order  the  more  clearly  to  show 
the  sense  entertained  by  the  country  of  the  importance  of  the  services  of  the  officers  of  the  revolutionary 
army,  several  of  the  States  of  the  Union  within  whose  boundaries  or  jurisdiction  there  were  vacant  and 
unappropriated  lands,  notwithstanding  that  the  general  Congress  had  already  made  liberal  promises, 
following  tlie  generous  impulse  thus  given,  did  from  time  to  time  provide  liberal  bounties  in  land  for  their 
respective  State  lines  in  the  continental  service. 

Before  the  commencement  of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  but  after  it  was  perceived  tliat  a  con- 
troversy with  that  nation  was  no  longer  to  be  avoided  without  a  sacrifice  of  the  independence  which  had 
been  so  nobly  won  by  tlie  army  of  the  revolution,  Congress,  aware  of  the  vast  benefits  which  had  resulted 
in  the  resolutiou  from  the  promise  of  land  to  the  soldiers,  adopted  the  very  same  policy  of  promising 
grants  of  land  to  the  privates. 

By  the  act  of  December  24,  1811,  the  soldiers  whose  enlistment  that  act  authorized  received  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres;  and  subsequently,  whilst  the  war,  which  soon  after  followed,  was  raging  in  its 
utmost  fuiw,  to  encourage  enlistments  the  quantum  was  increased  to  three  liundred  and  twenty  acres. 
It  was  in  the  army  to  which  bounties  were  thus  given  to  privates  that  the  memorialists  were  officers,  and 
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gallant  officers  the  history  of  that  war  amply  proves  the}'  were.  If  the  soldiers  of  that  army,  and  even 
the  heirs  of  those  who  volunteered  their  services  for  a  given  and  short  period,  but  who  were  killed  or 
died  in  service,  liad  such  large  recognized  claims  on  the  bounty  of  the  nation,  it  is  not,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  easily  to  be  perceived  why  their  officers  who  by  toil,  industry,  and  sleepless  niglits,  minis- 
tered to  their  wants,  watched  over  their  health  and  safety,  drilled  them  into  efficiency,  brought  them  into 
the  licld,  and  fViught  at  tlieir  head,  have  not  claims  equall}'  strong. 

Further,  to  sliow  the  inequality  wiiich  appeared  to  liavc  existed  in  tlie  legislation  of  that  day,  a 
bountj'  of  land  was  [U'dmised  to  the  heirs  of  volunteers,  including-  their  officers,  wiio  mig'ht  be  killed  or 
die  in  service,  and  regular  bounties  in  land  were  promised  to  volunteers  from  Canada,  including,  specially, 
the  officers  of  every  .grade,  from  a  colonel  to  a  subaltern  Many  of  these  volunteer  officers,  both  native 
and  Canadian,  fought  side  by  side  witli  the  memorialists  against  the  common  enemy;  and  if,  by  the  fortune 
of  war,  one  of  eacii  description  sealed  his  devotion  to  his  country  on  the  battle  field  by  his  life,  the  family 
of  the  volunteer  would  be  rewarded  bj'  a  gr;int  of  a  large  and  valuable  tract  of  public  dumain,  to  be  an 
asylum  and  a  home  for  the  \vidi3w  and  the  children  of  a  gallant  father;  while  the  widow  and  the  children 
of  the  ollicer  of  the  regular  army,  whose  claims  upon  his  country,  by  every  process  of  reasoning,  must  be 
admitted  to  l)e  at  least  as  strong  as  those  of  any  volunteer  of  any  doscri|>tion  whatever,  had  to  bear 
their  loss,  with  no  other  reward  but  the  sj'mpathy  of  their  friends  and  the  legacy  of  his  brave  and  honor- 
able name.  But  this  is  not  all.  There  have  been  instances  where  officers  have  lost  their  lives  in  battle, 
or  in  the  discharge  of  perilous  duties,  and  whose  papers  at  the  same  time  were  lost  or  destroyed,  in  which 
the  heirs,  instead  of  receiving  a  reward  from  the  common  stock  for  their  irreparable  loss,  have  been  called 
upon  to  refund  money  to  the  public — moneys  placed  in  the  hands  of  their  father  for  distribution,  of  the 
faithful  application  of  which,  in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  papers,  no  certain  evidence  could  be  produced; 
and  in  tlic  recovery  of  this  doubtful  debt  the  Iiome  which  had  been  left  to  the  fatherless  children  has  been 
sold  from  them,  and  they  have  been  turned  penniless  upon  the  earth.  This  is  no  imaginary  picture;  the 
fact  has  occurred  in  more  cases  than  one,  and  the  mem<u-ials  on  the  tiles  of  the  House,  it  is  believed,  will 
attest  it. 

Hut  it  was  not  alone  to  the  army  of  the  revolution,  the  soldiers  of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain, 
and  Canadian  volunteers,  that  the  policy  of  making  grants  of  land  has  been  confined;  the  ju'inciple  has 
extended  much  further.  On  August  14,  1770,  land  was  promised  to  all  those  who  would  leave  the 
service  of  England  and  become  residents  of  the  States,  without  even  requiring  them  to  enter  the  service 
of  the  country.  On  April  23,  1813,  large  grants  of  land  were  promised  to  subjects  of  the  King  of  England 
who  would  abandon  his  pi'ovinccs  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia  and  take  refug'c  within  the  United  States; 
and  anqile  provision  has  been  made,  and  at  different  times,  recentlj",  too,  for  giving  full  and  complete 
eflect  to  these  promises. 

In  referring  to  these  grants  to  native  volunteers  and  Canadian  volunteers  in  the  late  war,  and  to 
deserters  and  refugees  in  the  war  of  the  revolution,  the  committee  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  in 
any  manner  condemning  the  policy' which  dictated  them;  on  tlie  contrary,  they  believe  it  to  have  been 
the  result  of  a  wise  forecast  of  the  future.  They  have  referred  to  them  as  an  illustration  of  the  singu- 
larity of  the  fact  that  these  descriptions  of  persons  should  have  been  so  liberally  provided  for,  while  the 
officers  of  the  regular  army,  upon  whom  devolved  the  great  burden  of  war,  should  bo  turned  off,  after 
having  gloriously  accomplished  their  work,  with  nothing  but  scars,  broken  constitutions,  and,  in  many 
cases,  of  ruined  fortunes.  It  is  true  they  had  the  consolation  of  knowing  they  had  gloriously  sustained 
the  honor  and  the  independence  of  their  country. 

The  memorialists  have  themselves  eloquently  remarked  that  they  have  sought  in  vain  for  the  reasons 
which  should  de|)rive  the  officers  of  the  second  war  of  independence  of  the  munificence  which  was 
extended  to  those  of  the  first;  for  although  as  a  body  they  may  not  have  suffered  so  much  or  so  lon.g,  yet 
they  exhibited  the  same  valor  and  love  of  liberty.  They  did  not,  like  the  refugees,  flee  the  realms  of 
oppression  in  search  of  liberty  in  foreign  land;  they  protected  the  trees  their  fathers  planted  at  home; 
and  as  in  the  case  of  the  Canadian  volunteers,  who  abandoned  the  country  of  their  enemy  and  joined  a 
foreign  standard,  and  then  in  company  with  the  memorialists  fought  and  foiled  the  enemy  on  his  own 
soil,  it  is  hoped  that  Congress  who  have  been  so  munificent  to  one  will  not  remain  indifferent  to  the  just 
claims  of  the  other. 

Contrast  the  case  of  the  officers  of  the  army  with  that  of  the  officers  of  the  navy  in  the  war,  and 
how  great  is  the  difference  between  them,  and  how  exceedingly  disadvantageous  to  the  former.  By  the 
regulations  of  the  naval  service,  the  officers  and  men  participated  in  every  capture,  great  or  small,  which 
they  might  make.  If  the  captured  was  less  in  force  tlian  the  captor,  half  the  amount  was  divided  among 
the  captors;  if  tlie  opposing  forces  were  equal,  or  if  the  captured  were  superior  to  the  captor,  the  whole 
value  became  the  property  of  the  cajitors.  By  these  wise  and  salutary  regulations  an  additional  impulse 
was  g'iven  to  the  ardent  courage  and  daring-  enterprise  of  our  naval  officers  and  seamen.  It  is  believed 
that  almost  every  officer  and  seaman  in  that  service  realized  a  much  larger  sum  in  prize  money  than  is 
the  value  of  the  land  which  it  has  been  proposed  to  give  to  the  officers  of  the  army  of  correlative  rank 
who  served  in  the  same  war. 

How  stands  the  case  of  the  army  ?  If  a  battle  be  won,  a  fortress  stormed,  a  convoy  of  provisions  or 
munitions  of  war  be  intercepted  or  captured,  the  soldier  has  nothing,  the  officer  has  nothing,  all  belongs 
to  the  public;  no  diversion  of  spirit  here  as  in  the  other  great  arm  of  national  defence.  It  is  a  well 
known  fact  that  while  many  of  our  gallant  naval  heroes  came  out  of  the  war  with  splendid  fortunes,  won 
by  their  valor  and  good  luck,  not  a  single  officer  of  the  army  retired  from  that  service  a  whit  the  better 
in  worldly  goods,  although  he  may  have  fought  as  desperately  and  been  as  thickly  covered  with  the 
laurels  of  victory  as  his  brothers  of  the  navy. 

It  would,  therefore,  in  this  view  of  the  subject,  bo  but  an  act  of  common  justice  to  make  up  this 
manifest  inequality  btrtwecn  the  officers  of  the  army  and  the  navy  by  a  grant  of  land  to  the  former. 

The  late  war  with  Great  Britain  has  been  emphatically  called  the  second  war  of  independence;  it  has 
been  so  termed  in  papers,  public,  private,  and  official;  it  lias  been  so  termed  in  speeches  in  Congress  and 
out  of  Congress;  it  has  been  so  considered  at  home  and  abroad;  it  has  been  so  considered  by  statesmen 
and  citizens,  in  and  out  of  office.  Why  then  is  it  not  proper  and  expedient  that  a  jMrtion  at  least  of  the 
same  measure  of  reward  which  was  meted  out  to  the  gallant  and  glorious  band  of  the  revolution  should 
also  be  meted  out  to  those  who  in  a  later  period  fought  so  valiantly  and  so  gloriouslj' for  the  preservation 
and  perpetuation  of  the  blessings  won  in  the  first  contest?  If  it  is  improper  or  inexpedient  to  do  so, 
your  comniittee  are  unable  to  perceive  it.  The  committee  have  h'»»-e  used  the  phrase  "a  portion  of  the 
measure  of  reward  meted  out  to  the  gallant  band  of  the  revolution." 
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Tho  roasoii  ior  usins'  that  phrase  is  to  be  \iiuliM-st(i(i(l  in  i-crcronce  t>i  tlic  riiaiiy  arts  of  niiinificrm-o  to 
the  otlicers  of  that  ariiiv  which  have  imt  been,  nor  is  it  coiitriiiiiK-itcMl  cvci-  will  lie,  cxlciHhMl  to  tiic  oiru-crs 
of  tho  hite  arinv.  Wiliicss  tlic  half  pay  for  life  .n'rantcil  fo  tiic  suivi\ors;  thr  half  pay  for  seven  years 
ffranlcd  to  the  widows  ami  orphans  of  those  who  were  Uillecl  or  ilied  in  service;  the  siilis<'(pu>nt,  coniniu- 
tation  of  half  Jiay  for  life;  the  full  pay  for  life  f;-rante(l  to  the  survivors  by  the  act  of  May,  1S2S;  ami  the 
bill  passed  by  the  llmise  at  the  present  session  of  Conu'ress,  exti  iidin.c"  the  provisions  of  fonmn'  acts  to 
all  those  who'by  any  teehnit-alit\-  in  said  acts  had  not  Imcii  brnn.^hl  within  their  provisions;  also  n\ei-  the 
militia,  to  say  nothin_n'  ol'  the  \ast  benelils  conferred  by  the  acts  nf   ISlS  and   1^:21). 

Stirclv  when  all  Ihc-^c  yraiils  to  the  heroes  of  the  revolnlion  an'  considcinl  ii  cannot  I'e  deemeii 
unreasonable  to  p;'rant  the   small    Imou  of  a  tract   ol    waste,  nnappropriatc.l   land  to  ihe  heii.es  of  the  late 

war. 

The  more  clearly  to  illustrate  the  idainis  of  the  memorialisls  to  so)ne  further  coinpeiisal  ion  fa-  tlieii' 
services,  and  to  show  the  ineipiality  whicli   has  been    made  to  exist   betwi'cn  the  ollicers  i.f  the  lati'  ai-my 

and  the  olVlcers  of  till'  liresent   army,  the  c nnittce   herewith   present    an    e\hibil,  siiowint;-   the  dilference 

between  the  monthly  and  annual  pay  ami  emolumi  nls  of  the  ..flici'rs  of  llie  two  ainiies  respectively  of 
correlative  raid<.  and  also  showini;-  tiie  tola!  aniounl  which  that  uioulhly  dilli.'rence  would  t;ive  in  three 
years: 


Colonel 

Lieutenant  oolone 

Major 

Captain 

First  lieutenant  . 
Second  lieutenant 


Ditrerenco  per  rnnnlli 
b. 'tween  llie  pitvol 
liiru-eis  ijI'  the    i;ilC 

and  prc^ttnl  antiy. 


DtlVerfiiee    in    ihree 
year^. 


SI  111    oO 

7:J  118 
(M    SI 

54  35' 
54  85 


■if-2,:>i)i  bO 
•2, COS  28 
2,441  16 
2,227  94 
l,95(j  (jO 
1,956  60 


This  dift'erence  is  owing  to  an  increase  of  rations  ami  continLrent  allowances  made  to  the  present 
army,  and  properly  made  in  the  opinion  of  the  eonimittee,  and  is  only  mentioned  for  the  purp(.'se  ol  show- 
ing' that  the  officers  in  ijuestion  were  not  fully  compensated. 

The  committee  have  not  g-one  thr<iug-h  the  whole  descriptive  list  of  oifn'ers  ol'  an  army,  nor  have 
they  taken  into  the  account  those  of  the  statf  who  hohl  commissions  in  the  line.  The  .g-rades  they  have 
omitted  bear  the  same  relative  portion  of  diilerence  in  paj-,  &c.,  as  tliose  they  have  enumerated.  With 
respect  to  the  stall'  taken  from  the  line,  the  diflerence  is  still  greater  against  the  late  army,  as  the 
additional  pay  and  emoluments  of  the  stall'  is  not  only  greater  now  than  in  1S14,  but  the  number  of  that 
description  of  officers  is  also  much  greater  in  proportion  to  the  strength  of  the  army  than  it  was  during- 
the  late  w-ar,  thereby  greatly  multiplying  the  chances  of  increase  of  pay  to  the  younger  officers  (it  the 
present  army. 

From  this  relative  view  of  the  ]iay  and  enioluments  of  oflicers  of  the  army  of  1S14  and  the  army  of 
1831  it  would  appear  that  the  dilference  against  the  officers  of  the  late  war,  fa-  the  avc-rage  period  of 
three  years,  is  more  than  double  tho  value  of  the  land  which  it  has  been  proposed  to  grant  them,  and  as 
it  respects  the  inferior  officers,  it  is  more  than  quadrupled.  Thus,  on  the  score  of  evendiandcd  and  common 
justice,  it  would  seem  but  fair  that  their  claim  should  bo  .granted  -u-erc  there  no  striking  or  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  dilference  in  the  time  or  manner  of  their  eniployments.  That  diflerence  is  too  g-reat  in 
every  respect  to  be  passed  over  without  suggestion.  In  the  first  ]:ilace  it  is  a  fact  well  known  that  every 
species  of  provision  and  clothing-  was  at  least  tilty  per  cent,  higher  during  the  late  war  than  at  tho 
present  period — a  fact  which  your  committee  humbly  conceive  of  itself  sufficient  to  induce  Congress  to 
grant  the  prayer  oti  the  memorialists.  The  nature  of  the  employment  of  the  officers  of  the  two  periods, 
if  also  considered,  -^vould  entitle  those  in  a  state  of  active  and  desperate  warfare  with  a  brave  and  wily 
enemy,  and  wdio  w-ere  at  the  same  time  constantly  suljjected  to  every  species  of  privation  and  sutierin.g, 
and  to  all  the  dangers,  casualties,  and  vicissitudes  of  war,  to  a  preference  over  those  who  are  only  engaged 
in  the  peace  occupations  of  an  army,  however  faithfully  and  well  the  duties  of  the  latter  may  be  discharged. 

It  is  useless  to  pursue  further  the  parallel  between  the  emoluments  of  officers  (.if  the  two  periods;  in 
everj'  view  in  which  it  may  be  placed  the  disadvantage  is  iiresented  in  bolder  and  bolder  relief  a.gainst 
the  brave  and  sutfcring  band  i;if  the  late  war. 

At  all  periods  in  which  this  subject  has  undergone  the  serious  and  deliberate  investigation  of  com- 
mittees of  the  House,  it  is  worthy  of  remark  that  it  has  received  a  favorable  consideration,  and  that  at  no 
period  has  any  unfavorable  opinion  been  expressed,  cither  by  the  House  itself  or  l.iy  either  of  its  com- 
mittees. The  only  time  in  wdiich  the  subject  came  fully  before  the  House  for  discussion,  and  was  discusseil 
after  the  most  serious  deliberation,  it  was  passed  in  the  House,  and  failed  only  by  reascm  of  a  compromise 
between  the  two  houses  at  the  last  expiring  moments  of  a  laborious  and  anxious  session  of  Congress,  (in 
which  it  was  indispensably  necessary  that  a  portion  of  the  army  should  be  disbanded,)  upon  a  disagree- 
ment between  the  two  houses  as  to  the  quantum  of  force  to  be  retained  in  service — a  question  in  the 
then  deran.ged  state  of  the  finances  of  the  country  of  paramount  importance.  The  friends  of  this  measure, 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  patriotically  waived  the  claims  of  the  suffering  officers,  but  never 
contemplated  their  abandonment. 

From  the  course  pursued  in  tho  war  of  tho  revolution  it  is  fa.ir  to  infer  that  a  like  course  would  have 
been  pursued  in  the  late  -war  had  that  war  continued  but  a  year  or  two  long-er.  Congress  did  not,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  revolutionary  contest,  provide  for  g-rants  of  land  to  their  officers.  That  promise 
was  not  made  until  some  years  had  elapsed — yet  it  was  made.  Had  the  late  war  continued  a  year  or  two 
longer,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  a  like  course  would  have  boon  pursued.  The  officers  them- 
selves expected  it;  they  conceived  it  duo  to  them  as  au  expression  of  the  feeling  of  the  .g-overnment  for 
their  sufi'orings  and  privations,  as  well  as  a  reward  for  their  services  and  sacrifices;  and  that  they  still 
think  it  due  to  them  is  evidenced  by  the  reiteration  of  their  claims. 

The  present  conditii.m  of  many  of  these  brave  and  patriotic  men  roipiires  that  they  should  "o  longer 
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be  neglected  or  postponed.  Some,  it  i.s  true,  may  be  in  easy  and  flourishing-  circumstances,  but  it  is 
believed  to  be  a  fact  that  a  majority  of  those  who  are  in  existence  are  far  from  being  placed  in  such  a 
situation  as  to  render  these  grants  a  matter  of  indifierence  or  of  little  or  no  concern.  Many  of  tlicm 
have  since  sought  employment  and  found  an  honorable  grave  in  a  foreign  land.  Many  of  fhenl  are  known 
to  be  in  needy  circumstances,  residing  on  the  public  lands  on  that  frontier  which  they  so  faithfully  and 
gallantly  defended,  while  the  widows  and  orphans  of  others  are  in  poverty  and  want;  and  if  the  grant 
were  now  made  it  would  be  esteemed  as  a  boon  sent,  as  it  were,  from  Heaven  to  relieve  their  wants  and 
distresses. 

The  usage  of  this,  as  well  as  of  almost  all  other  governments,  gave  the  oflicers  of  the  late  army 
reason  to  expect  that  after  the  close  of  their  toils,  and  peace  and  security  had  been  secured  at  home  and 
respect  had  been  enforced  abroad,  they  would  be  recompensed  by  some  flattering  and  substantial  testi- 
monial of  their  country's  gratitude.  Without  such  a  feeling  as  this  it  is  impossible  to  suppose  that 
olKcers  of  inferior  grades  would  have  remained  so  long  in  the  service,  as  it  is  notorious  tiiat  their  pay 
was  wholly  inadequate  to  their  maintenance  in  the  field,  and,  however  patriotic  tliey  may  have  been, 
necessity  would  soon  have  driven  them  into  retirement.  It  was  because  they  were  buoj'ed  up  by  this 
hope  that  they  remained. 

The  connnittee  have  observed  that  it  is  the  usage  of  governments  to  give  some  additional  as  well  as 
substantial  evidence  of  the  country's  gratitude  to  those  who  have  been  its  defenders  in  the  lunir  of  peril 
or  calamity.  Sound  policy  has  ever  dictated  this  course,  and  nifmarchs  even,  liowever  despotic,  have 
seldom,  if  ever,  been  found  to  neglect  it.  This  government,  no  more  than  that  of  any  other  country,  has 
no  patent  right  for  the  preservation  of  its  peace  or  for  its  protection  against  foreign  aggression;  and 
should  the  time  again  come  when  it  will  need  the  assistance  of  its  citizens  in  a  similar  (jr  other  contro- 
versy, it  would  find  its  account  in  doing,  even  at  this  late  period,  that  which  it  ijught  to  have  done  years 
ago,  and  which  is  now  soug'ht  to  bo  done. 

It  is  therefore  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  the  ofticei's  of  the  army  in  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain  have  strong  claims  iipon  the  Justice  as  well  as  upon  the  liberality  of  the  country,  and  that  every  noble 
principle  of  our  nature  requires  us  to  satisfy  them.  Under  these  several  views  of  the  subject,  and  of  many 
others  which  time  does  not  permit  the  committee  to  enumerate,  they  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
is  just,  politic,  and  expedient  to  grant  the  prayer  of  tlie  memorialists,  and  generally  to  make  provision  for 
a  grant  of  land  to  such  officers  as  were  disbanded  in  the  consolidation  of  regiments  during,  and  who 
served  to  the«close  of,  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  were  disbanded  at  its  termination,  and  for  the 
heirs  of  those  who  died  or  were  killed  in  service;  and  for  this  purpose  the  conmiittec  herewith  report  a  bill. 
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ON    CLAIM   TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COJIMUNIC.VrEn    to    the    house    of    REPKESENT.ITIVES    MARCH    1,    1831. 

Mr.  Sterigere,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Bernard 

Marigny,  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  reported; 

That  the  petitioner,  as  the  assignee  or  legal  7-eprese7i(ative  of  Antonio  Bonnabef,  prays  Congress  to 
confirm  to  him  two  contiguous  tracts  of  land,  situate  in  the  parish  of  St.  Tammany,  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  one  containing  4,020  arpents  and  the  other  174  arpents.  A  bill  has  been  reported  by  the 
committee,  confirming  the  first-mentioned  tract  of  4,020  arpents,  acconqjanied  by  a  report.  It  appears 
that  the  tract  of  774  arpents,  bounded  on  the  southwest  by  the  shore  of  Lake  Pontchartrain,  and  ou  the 
south  by  the  first-mentioned  tract,  as  the  accompanying  plat  shows,  was  granted  to  Lewis  Davis,  the 
20th  of  January,  1777,  by  Peter  Chester,  British  governor  at  Pensacola.  That  a  decree  was  passed  by 
Estevan  Miro,  Spanish  governor  of  the  provinces  of  Florida  and  Louisiana,  confirming  this  title  to  Lewis 
Davis,  on  the  11th  of  June,  1788;  that  regular  transfers  or  conveyances  have  been  made  to  the  petitioner 
vesting  the  title  in  him. 

It  is  proved  by  the  affidavits  of  Honore  Landrau  and  Jaques  Viume  that  this  tract  of  land  has  been 
the  property  of  Antonio  Bonnabel  and  his  heirs  for  many  years  ;  that  they  built  a  house  thereon  and 
cultivated  it  many  years;  that  the  said  heirs  sold  and  conveyed  the  same  to  Bernard  Marigny,  the  25th 
of  June,  1820,  who  now  occupies  and  cultivates  it. 

This  claim  was  presented  to  the  connnissioner  at  St.  Helena  Conrt-IIouse  under  the  act  of  1812,  in  the 
name  of  the  heirs  of  Lewis  Davis,  but  no  report  was  ever  made  on  it  by  the  commissioner.  This  omission 
seems  to  be  entirely  accidental,  as  no  reason  has  been  assigned  for  not  reporting  on  it.  This  claim  is 
marked  on  the  plat  with  the  name  of  Pedro  Piquery. 

The  committee  are  satisfied  that  the  title  to  this  tract  of  land  was  complete  and  valid  in  the  heirs 
of  Lewis  Davis,  and  that  if  the  transfers  and  conveyances  from  tlie  heirs  of  Lewis  Davis,  through  An- 
tonio Bonnabel,  down  to  Bernard  Marigny,  are  genuine,  of  which  they  have  no  doubt,  it  should  be 
confirmed  to  the  petitioner.  They  have  therefore  reported  "  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bernard  Marigny, 
assignee  of  the  heirs  of  Antonio  Bonnabel." 
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2l8T    CONGRESSJ  No.     'J  18.  |  2l)    SkSSION. 

ON    THE    SUIMECT    (>  1'    T  11  K    VI!;(MN1.\     .MILITAIM      l".(M    NT^'    LANDS. 

I  OMMl  NU  ATKIl    Til  TIIK    Hoi  SK  (iF    Ui:rUKSl:\TATl\  KS  .MAUlII   3,    ISIJl. 

Mr.  Wit-KI.IFFK,  tVoiii  the  CdiiuuittL-r  mi  i'lililic  L.-uhLs,  tn  wh.nii  tin-  siil'icci  had  hi'iMi  rcl'cncii.  rc|»iiti'il: 

The  Ciimniittee  (Hi  Pulilif  Liimls  was  in,-;tnu-ti'd  by  the  resnlutinn  dl'  the  Ilmise  .if  Ki'in-esrulatives 
of  the  6t!i  Jaimai'y  "  fn  iinniiic  into  the  expeilieney  of  aiiuMuliiiL;"  the  ael  nf  Cim^-re.ss  passed  at  the  last 
session  entitled  'An  .'u-t  for  the  reliel'  of  certain  nlTieers  and  soldiers  eC  the  Virj;-inia  line  and  navyol'  tiie 
continental  army  dnrini;'  the  revolntionary  war,'  so  as  to  elianLfe  or  alter  the  lirst  section  as  not  t<i  rei|nire 
evidence  as  to  the  line  on  which  tiie  resolution  warrant  of  Virn'inia  issued;  also  to  amend  (lie  3d  section 
so  as  to  embrace  cast's  where  warrants  have  been  located,  and  surveys  or  patents  prohiliited  by  law,  liy 
which  the  land  is  lost  to  the  locator;  also  to  cases  of  surveys  or  patents  where,  by  the  liit;-hest  judicial 
tribunal  of  the  State  or  United  States,  the  land  lias  be(>n  taken  by  a  prior  or  better  claim;  also  to  provide 
for  the  renewal  of  lost  or  destroyed  certilicates  or  scrip;  also  to  ehaii;;-e  the  maximum  i|nantily  nf  land 
allowed  to  be  appropriated  by  the  said  act  to  supply  the  claims  embraced  by  said  act;  lastly,  (n  make 
such  alterations  as  the  said  committee  may  consider  just  and  (Mpiitable." 

The  committee  have  ileenu-d  it  inexpedient  to  leo-islate  upon  any  one  of  the  subjects  embraced  in  the 
said  resolution  at  this  time.  As  to  that  jiortion  of  the  resolutieii  whii'Ii  pidpuses  (n  amend  the  :id  sei.-tion 
of  the  act  of  last  sessiiui,  tlK>  I'ommiitee  is  decidedly  of  iipinion  that  the  act  shdiild  not  be  enlars^'cd  in  its 
provisions  so  as  to  embrace  the  class  of  cases  indicated. 

The  act  of  the  last  session,  as  it  passed  the  Senate,  had  for  its  object  the  satisfaction  <<[  about  L'OO 
acres  of  land  warrants  due  to  and  iirincipally  owned  by  the  lieiis  nf  the  olliei'rs  and  sohlins  of  the 
Virginia  State  line,  which,  in  conseciuenee  nt  the  mistake  in  the  deeil  uf  cession  by  Virginia  to  the  I'nited 
States  of  the  land  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river,  had  been  uniu'ovided  for,  and  whicli  claims  addressed  them- 
selves forcibly  to  the  justice  of  Congress.  These  warrants  or  claims  fir  liounty  lands  were  principally 
in  the  hands  of  the  cu-iginal  proprietors  or  their  heirs,  and  ccnild  not  be  located  upon  any  land  since  June, 
1792.  They  had  not,  therefore,  become  the  objects  of  speculation  or  of  fair  barter  and  sale  to  any  great 
extent.  The  bill  was  amended  in  the  House  of  Representatives  so  as  to  include  the  nnsatistied  warrants 
which  had  been  issued  or  which  were  due  to  the  officers  and  soldiei's  of  the  Virginia  line  upon  continental 
establishment,  and  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  line  of  the  continental  army,  arising  under  the  acts 
of  the  revolutionary  Congress.  It  is  doubted  whether  this  alteration  and  amendment  of  the  bill  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  was  not  an  act  of  hasty  and  unadvised  legislation.  'I'he  etfect  of  it  has  been 
to  increase  in  the  hands  of  purchasers  of  these  land  warrants,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $20  in  the  humlred 
acres,  tin'  value  thereof  to  $1-2.")  the  hundrt'd  acres.  If  the  amount  unsatisfied  which  has  already  bei'u 
presented  to  the  department  could  have  been  fm-eseen,  it  is  contidently  believed  the  amendment  of  the 
House  of  liepresentatives  would  imt  have  been  obtained.  For  the  satisfaction  of  these  warratits  tlieu'e 
had  been  set  apart  districts  of  country  in  the  State  of  Ohio  after  the  deed  of  cession  by  Virginia.  Prior 
to  1192  1110  bounty  land  warrants  due  either  to  the  Virginia  State  troops,  or  troops  of  Virginia  on  the 
continental  line,  could  have  been  located  in  Kentucky,  ilillions  of  acres  upon  the  two  linos  had  been  there 
located  prior  to  1792,  and  other  millions  due  the  Virg'inia  troops  upon  the  continental  estaldishmcnt  have 
been  located  in  the  State  of  Ohio  before  and  since  the  act  of  cession  by  Virginia  to  the  United  States.  These 
locations  upon  both  lines  were,  when  made,  or  since  have  become,  mostly  the  property  of  others.  In  many 
instances,  both  in  Kentucky  and  Ohio,  the  hjcations  and  surveys  upon  military  land  warrants  havi'  been 
made  to  interfere.  They  have  been  and  are  yet  the  subjects  of  much  litigation  and  speculation.  If  any 
locati(nis  have  not  been  surveyed,  the  fault  has  been  that  of  the  piroprietors,  and  not  of  the  government 
of  Kentucky,  where  the  locations  were  made.  In  that  State  ample  time  has  been  afforded  by  the  legisla- 
ture, from  time  to  time,  to  make  the  surveys,  and  to  obtain  patents  from  the  Commonwealth.  It  is 
believed  by  the  committee  that,  owing-  to  some  cause,  whether  to  the  ignorance  of  the  warrant  holder  or 
a  desire  knowingly  to  appropriate  land  which  had  been  previously  located,  thousands  upon  thousands  i.if 
acres  appropriated  in  virtue  of  warrants  on  both  lines  have  been  made  to  interfere,  and  consei[uently  a 
loss  has  been  sustained  bj'  some  one;  but  it  is  believed  that  such  loss  has  seldom  fallen  upon  the  soldier 
or  his  representatives.  Most  generally  the  loss  has  happened  to  those  who  were  the  purchasers  of  those 
warrants  or  claims  for  a  very  inadequate  consideration  paid  the  original  proprietors. 

If  the  law  should  be  so  amended  as  to  embrace  cases  where  patents  have  not  been  issued,  or  wdiere 
surveys  have  not  been  made  in  Kentucky,  or  where  the  land  has  been  lost  by  the  decision  of  the  courts 
of  the  State  or  nation,  in  consequence  of  conllicting  claims,  it  would  be  dilHcult  for  the  committee  to 
conjecture  the  amount  of  land  it  would  take  to  meet  the  claims  thus  described. 

The  committee  believe  such  an  alteration  of  the  law  wiuild  tend  to  a  continuation  of  that  system  of 
land  speculation  which  those  liounty  land  claims  have  ever  invited,  and  that  no  wisdom  of  legislation 
would  be  equal  to  gmard  against  the  frauds  which  might  be  perpetrated  upon  the  interests  of  the 
government. 

There  exists  no  legal  claim  against  the  government  of  the  United  States  in  favor  of  any  former  or 
present  holder  of  these  bounty  land  warrants  thus  situated.  No  circumstance  is  presented  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  committee  which  favors  them,  when  pressed  upon  the  equity  or  generosity  of  Congress. 
The  committee,  therefore,  recommend  for  adoption  the  following  resolution: 

Ilesohvd,  That  legislation  upon  the  subject  is  inexpedient. 
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21ST     CON'GRESS.I  No       919.  [2d    SeSSTOJJ. 

EELATIVE  TO  A  PROPOSED   MAP  TO    EXHIBIT  THE  VARIOUS   QUALITIES   AND  CLASSIFI- 
CATIONS OF  THE  SURVEYED  LANDS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOL'SE    OF    REPRKSEXTATIVES    MARCH    3,    1831. 

Treasury  Department,  Ilarch  3,  1831. 

Sir:  The  House  of  Representatives  having  on  the  *Ith  Ma}',  1830,  directed  "that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  cause  to  be  made  out  a  map  or  exhibit  of  the  public  lands  that  are  surveyed,  or  may  hereafter 
be  surveyed,  in  each  State,  and  that  tlicy  be  divided  into  as  many  classes  as  may  be  necessary  to  show 
their  relative  qualities,  and  that  the  same  be  laid  before  Congress  as  soon  after  their  next  meeting  as 
may  be  practicable,  and  at  the  meeting  of  each  succeeding  Congress,"  the  resolution  was  referred  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office,  and  I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  his  report,  explaining  the  causes 
why  tlie  map  or  exhibit  has  not  been  prepared. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  INGHAM,  Serrclarij  of  the  Treasury. 

The  Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States. 


General  Land  Office,  March  2,  1831. 

Sir:  In  reference  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  dated  May  7,  1830,  in  the  following 
words,  to  wit:  "Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  cause  to  be  made  out  a  map  or  exhibit  of  the 
public  lands  that  are  surveyed,  or  may  hereafter  be  surveyed,  in  each  State,  and  that  they  be  divided  into 
as  many  classes  as  may  be  necessary  to  show  their  relative  qualities,  and  that  the  same  be  laid  before  Con- 
gress as  soon  after  their  next  meeting  as  may  be  practicable,  and  at  the  meeting  of  each  succeeding  Con- 
gress," which  was  referred  b^'  you  to  this  ofBcc,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  lield-notes  of  the  surveys 
merely  show  the  general  quality  of  the  land  on  the  lines  actually  run,  but  do  not  attempt  to  describe  the 
quality  of  the  lands  in  the  interior  of  sections.  Hence  the  means  of  complying  with  the  resolution  are  not 
atforded  by  the  field-notes,  and  if  they  were,  the  force  of  this  office  would  not  be  able  to  furnish  the  exhibit 
required  for  a  very  considerable  period,  if  wholly  applied  to  the  object.  The  nearest  appi'oach  towards  a 
compliance  with  the  resolution  would  be  to  copy  the  field-notes  of  all  the  public  surveys.  This  course 
would  not,  however,  show  any  condensed  views  of  the  quality  of  land,  or  present  any  classification,  such 
as  appears  to  be  intended,  and  would  cause  great  labor,  and  consume  incalculable  time.  The  great  variety 
of  soil  embraced  by  almost  every  township  would  render  it  impracticable  to  make  any  discrimination  aa 
to  soil,  by  colors  or  otherwise,  on  any  map  that  could  be  made  of  the  largest  convenient  size,  even  if  the 
information  derived  from  the  field-notes  were  assumed  as  correct  data  as  to  tlie  qualitj'  of  the  land  in  the 
interior  of  the  sections. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELIJAH   HAY  WARD. 

Hon.  S.  D.  Ingham,  See  ret  an/ of  the  Treasunj. 


21sT  Congress.  1  No.  920.  "  f 2d  Session. 

APPLICATION  OF  INDIANA  FOR  THE  CONFIRMATION  OF  THE  SELECTION  OF  LANDS  BY 
THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THAT  STATE,  UNDER  THE  AUTHORITY  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES,  FOR  A  ROAD  FROM  LAKE  MICHIGAN  TO  THE  OHIO  RIVER. 

communicated  to  the  house  of  rei're.sent.\tives  march  3,   1831. 

PREAMBLE  and  JOINT  RESOLUTION  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiau.i. 

AVhereas  it  seems  an  incumbent  duty  on  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  in  maintaining 
the  rights  of  the  State,  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  the  diversity  of  construction  given  by  the  authorized 
departments  of  the  general  government  and  this  State,  relative  to  selection  of  the  lands  reserved  to  the  State 
by  a  treaty  entered  into  October  16,  1826,  between  Lewis  Cass,  .James  B.  Ray,  and  John  Tipton,  commis- 
sioners, on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  Pottawatomie  tribe  of  Indians, 
bj'  which  a  strip  of  land,  commencing  at  Lake  Jlichigan  and  running  thence  to  the  Wabash  river,  one  hun- 
dred feet  wide,  for  a  road,  and  also  one  section  of  good  land  contiguous  to  the  said  road,  for  each  mile  of 
the  same,  and  also  for  each  mile  of  a  road  from  the  termination  thereof,  through  Indianapolis,  to  the  Ohio 
river,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  road  aforesaid,  from  Lake  Michigan,  bj-  the  way  of  Indianapolis,  to 
some  convenient  point  on  the  Ohio  river,  was  ceded  to  the  United  States;  and  in  conformity  with  which, 
by  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  United  States,  approved  March  2,  1827,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
State  of  Indiana  to  locate  and  make  a  road  therein  named,"  authority  was  given  to  the  general  assembly 
to  locate  and  make  the  road  above  contemplated,  and  to  apply  the  land  above  ceded  to  the  making  of  the 
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same:  therefore,  iiiiismuch  as  the  location  of  the  saiii  road,  as  aliove  eeilcrl  ami  authori/.cil,  wmilil  ncce.'S- 
sarily  be  marie  throiif;'h  the  lands  imrcliased  hy  the  said  treaty  I'V  the  I  nitrd  Shitcs,  df  ihc  sai^i  I'nlta- 
watomie  tribe,  and  es|ieeially  tliroiii;'h  the  ten-mile  [uirchase  named  in  llie  hitliT  ilauM'  nf  the  lirst  article 
thereof,  the  southern  line  of  which  would  otherwise  entirely  exclude  the  road  IVoni  Fak<>  .Michigan,  this 
ffeneral  assendily  feel  constrained  to  assert  as  their  ri.nlit  the  privilen'e  of  localiiij;'  and  makinj;'  said  road, 
on  the  most  suitable  and  practicable  route  from  Lake  Michi.u'an,  by  way  of  Indianapolis,  to  the  Ohio  ri\-er, 
and  of  a])]dvini;"  one  hundred  feet  wide  of  land  on  which  to  locate  the  same,  as  well  .'is  one  s<'clicin  of  enii- 
tio-ucuis  land,  for  the  construction  of  the  road,  selectinj;'  the  same,  as  from  the  location  of  said  load  this 
State  woidd  be  fully  entitled  to  tVom  the  lands  so  lieinj;'  on  the  r.  mle  and  lyini:'  couliijiious  ihcrel.i,  whether 
the  same  should  have  remained  as  the  property  of  the  saiil  trilie  ..f  Indians  alter  saiil  treaty,  or  were  by 
the  provisions  thereof  ceded  or  sold  to  the  United  Slates,  the  irre\ocaMe  ri^lit  to  the  same  ha\in;^-  fully 
accrued  to  this  State  by  the  rutilication  of  said  tii'aly,  .and  induliitably  I'v  (he  conlirmini;-  act  of  Congress 
above  referred  to. 

That  a  cession  thus  made  and  conlirmed,  ami  rig'hts  thus  secured,  could  Ik'  in  anywise  affected  by 
purchases  or  cessions  of  lands  belong-inp.-  to  said  tribe  of  Indians  on  the  route  of  and  contip;uous  to  the 
route  whereon  said  road  must  of  necessity  be  laid,  made  subscfjuent  to  the  said  tri'aiy  (jf  182(1,  thi.s  g"en- 
cral  assembly  cannot  for  a  moment,  or  luuler  any  consideration,  admit :  for  tin'  poii;is  I'f  commencement 
at  Lake  Michig'an,  and  of  intermediate  route  via  Indianapolis,  to  the  termination,  taken  in  conn<'xion  with 
the  known  impracticability  of  constructinp,-  the  road  across  the  Kankakee  ponils  or  marshes,  sulliciently 
delined  to  the  general  fi-overnment  the  extent  and  application  of  the  cession  and  conlirm:ilion  of  the  grant 
of  lands  as  aforesaid,  to  this  State,  and  the  ri.i;'ht  tliercto,  which  had  fully  ami  inalienaMy  inureil  to  this 
State  accordingly.  In  conformity  with  the  rights  and  authority  vested  in  the  Stat(>,  and  under  its  direction 
by  its  general  assembly,  the  said  road  above  contemplated  was  surveyed  in  a  direct  line  lioni  Lake  Michi- 
gan, via  Logansport,  ow  tlu'  AVabash,  to  Indianapolis  ;  but  on  acc(uint  of  the  |ionds  and  ]iools  of  the  Kan- 
kakee swamp  rendering  that  route  entirely  impassable,  which  measured  twenty  niiles  from  the  lake  to  the 
Wabash,  the  design  of  a  location  on  a  direct  line  was  necessarily  abandoned,  and  the  nearest  and  best 
practicable  route  was  found  to  be  by  inclining'  northeast  of  the  said  obstructions.  Iiy  which  direction  the 
road  was  accordingly  and  tinally  located,  in  the  year  ls2s,  by  Messrs.  dolm  d.  Xeely,  (Chester  l^lliott,  ami 
.John  McDonald,  commissioners  duly  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  general  assembly  of  Indiana, 
measuring  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Wabash  at  Logansport,  one  hundred  and  two  miles;  and  which 
having  been  sanctioned  by  this  State,  has  been  finally  established  by  the  general  assend)ly  thereof;  its 
whole  length  from  the  lake  to  Indianapolis  being  1"!  miles  41  chains  and  50  links. 

While  the  location  thus  established  determines  the  right  before  secured  to  tli(>  State  of  the  land  pro- 
vided for  its  route,  and  in  its  contiguity  for  its  constructiini,  it  is  gratifying  to  this  general  assembly  to 
know  that  much  interest  and  attraction  has  lieen  added  to  a  considerable  portion  I'f  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  in  the  .St.  Joseph's  and  Elkliart  country,  and  thai  the  value  thereol',  in  the  hands  of  the 
general  government,  has  been  materially  eidianccd  by  the  location  and  the  prospect  of  tin-  construction  (jf 
the  said  road  as  laid. 

According  to  such  location  the  connnissioners  above  named  subsequently  proceeded,  under  the 
authority  of  this  general  assembly,  to  select  the  lands  along  the  route  of  said  road,  and  as  conti.guous 
thereto  as  good  land,  according  to  said  treaty  and  confirmation  secured,  could  be  ]irocured,  confiding  in 
the  acknowledgment  by  the  United  States  of  the  rights  in  that  behalf  guaranteed  to  this  State,  with  the 
approbation  and  under  the  sanction  of  the  g'eneral  government  ;  and  in  such  selection  they  were  further 
iutiuenccd  hj-  the  examination  and  concurrence  of  General  John  Tipton,  Indian  a,2;ent  of  the  United  States, 
attended  by  some  of  the  principal  chiefs  of  the  said  tribe  of  Indians,  fully  authorized  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States  to  that  eilect.  The  jdat  of  such  selection  was  duly  forwarded  to  the  Oeneral  Land  Office  of  the 
United  States  ;  and  it  is  with  regret  this  general  assembly  have  received  the  connnunicaticju  that  such 
location  and  selection  have  been  entirely  disregarded  by  the  officers  of  that  department,  and  that  part  of 
the  lands  thus  selected  have  been  sold  by  the  general  government  without  reference  to  the  vested  rights 
of  this  State  therein — a  disregard  and  injustice  which  we  trust  the  further  reflection  of  said  department 
or  the  decision  of  Congress  will  disavow. 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  by  the  general  art^embhj  <if  the  Slate  of'  Ltdiana,  That  our  senators  in  Congress 
be  instructed,  and  our  representatives  requested,  forthwith  to  endeavor  to  procure  from  the  proper  depart- 
ment of  the  general  government,  or  from  the  Congress  of  tlie  United  States,  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
right  of  this  State  to  the  lands  selected  by  the  commissioners,  under  her  authority,  for  the  route  and  con- 
struction of  the  said  road  from  Lake  Michigan,  via  Indianapolis,  to  the  Ohio  river,  and  that  the  proceeds 
of  the  portion  thereof  which  has  been  sold,  as  above,  be  paid  over  to  the  acting  commissioner  of  this  State, 
Noah  Xoble,  for  the  adjustments  of  the  contracts  entered  into  by  the  State  for  openin,g  said  road,  on  the 
faith  and  pledge  of  those  lands,  and  that  the  remaining  lands  so  selected,  or  yet  accruing  to  this  State 
under  its  vested  rights,  as  above,  be  made  subject  to  disposal  by  this  State  in  such  way  as  may  leave 
the  manner  thereof  entirely  under  the  control  of  this  general  assemble,  as  secured  to  this  State  by  the  said 
treaty  of  1826,  and  by  the  act  of  Congress,  above  referred  to,  confirmatory  thereof,  ap|iroved  Jlarch  2,  1S2T. 

Hesolced,  further.  That  the  governor  of  this  State  be  requested  forthwith  to  torward  a  copy  of  the 
above  preamble  and  resolution  to  the  President  of  the  United  .States,  to  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  to  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Con,s,-ress. 

LSAAC  IIOWK,  Speaker  of  the  Houae  of  Repret^entatives. 
MILTON  STAPP,  President  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  Januarv  29,  1831. 

J  BKOWN  KAY. 
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22d   Congress.]  J^O.    921.  [1st  Sessio.v. 

OPERATIONS  OF  THE    LAND    SYSTEM,  AND   THE    NUMBER    OF   MILITARY  BOUNTY   LAND 
WARRANTS  ISSUED  DURING  THE  LAST  YEAR. 

L'OJIJIUNICATED    TO    CONGRESS    liY    THE    TRESIDEXT    DECEMBER    7,     1831. 

General  Land  Office,  Novembei-  30,  1831. 

Sir:  The  o].)crations  of  tliis  office  for  the  last  year,  a  report  of  which  I  have  now  the  honor  of  presenting- 
to  your  coiisicU'ration  and  that  of  the  government,  have  greatly  exceeded  previous  e.\pectations.  An 
unusual  quantity  of  the  pul.ilic  lands  have  been  disposed  of,  nearly  all  of  which  at  tlie  inininiuni  price  and 
to  actual  settlers.  The  causes  Av-hich  have  principally  contriljuted  to  increase  tlie  sales  may  be  found  in 
that  active  spirit  of  emigration  which  prevails  in  botli  Europe  and  America,  in  the  enterprise  and  industry 
of  the  people  of  tlie  west  and  southwestern  States  and  Territories,  and  in  the  general  prosperity  of  the 
country. 

The  statement  hereunto  annexed,  marked  A,  shows  tlie  periods  to  which  the  quarterly  accounts  of  the 
receivers  have  been  rendered  to  this  office,  as  also  the  monthly  abstracts  of  sales  and  receipts,  and  the 
admitted  balances  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  several  receivers  at  the  respective  dates  of  their  last 
returns.  The  quantity  of  lands  sold,  and  the  amount  of  purchase  money,  designating  that  portion 
received  for  sales  made  prior  to  July  1,  1S20;  the  several  amounts  received  in  cash,  forfeited  land  scrip, 
military  land  scrip,  and  the  total  amount  of  receipts,  with  the  amount  paid  into  the  treasury  in  each  State 
and  Territory  during  the  year  ISoO,  the  first  and  second  quarters  of  1831,  as  also  the  third  quarter  of 
1831,  will  appear  from  the  accompanying  document  marked  B.  The  annexed  statement  marked  C  exhibits 
the  transactions  under  the  operation  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  the  31st  of  March,  1830,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  public  lands,  and  tor  the  suppression  of  fraudulent  ]jractices  at 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,"  and  the  act  supplemental  thereto,  of  the  2.5th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1831,  both  (jf  which  terminated  on  the  4tli  day  of  July  last. 

In  the  last  annual  report  of  this  office  a  scliedule  was  furnished  showing  the  (juantity  of  forfeited 
land  stock  issued  at  the  several  land  offices  established  under  the  credit  system,  amounting  up  to  June  30, 
1830.  to  $3()o,03,'3  32.  The  amount  issued  since  that  period  to  the  30th  of  September  last  is  $171,977  49, 
making  a  total  amount  issued  at  the  land  offices  up  to  the  last-named  period  of  $537,012  81,  which,  added 
to  $29,782  75,  the  amount  issued  at  the  treasury  for  lands  sold  to  Edgar  and  Macomb,  at  New  York,  in 
the  year  1787,  constitutes  an  aggregate  of  forfeited  land  stock  issued  to  the  30tli  September,  1831,  of 
$566,795  56. 

The  appropriati(jns  ibr  clerk  hire  in  tlie  several  offices  of  the  surveyors  general,  with  one  exception, 
have  for  many  years  been  inadequate  to  the  due  performance  of  all  the  duties  required  of  them  by  law. 
Arrears  in  recording  the  public  survey's,  in  most  of  the  offices,  have  long  been  accumulating,  and  been 
the  cause  of  much  delay  and  embarrassment  in  this  branch  of  the  public  service.  The  present  means 
provided  by  Congress  have  proved  insufficient  to  enable  the  surveyors  general  to  discharge  their  current 
duties,  and  examine  and  test  the  accuracy  of  the  surveys,  and  prepare  the  duplicate  plats  and  descriptive 
notes  according  to  law  in  time  for  the  government  to  bring  the  lands  into  market  within  a  reasonable 
period  after  the  surveys  have  been  completed.  Many  contemplated  sales  have  been  postponed  during 
the  present  year,  and  the  intentions  of  the  governmeut  defeated  and  the  expectations  of  the  people  disap- 
pointed by  reason  of  the  insutEciency  of  the  necessary  aid  in  the  survey(.irs'  offices.  Tiie  returns  of  the 
pulilic  surveys  should  be  examined  and  their  accuracy  tested  at  the  surveyor's  office  as  soon  as  practicable 
after  they  are  received,  in  order  t(j  the  prompt  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  deputies,  and  to  the  imme- 
diate detection  of  those  errors  which  must  be  corrected  previous  to  such  settlement.  It  is  of  much 
importance,  both  to  the  surveyors  and  the  public  service  that  the  duplicate  plats  be  promptly  prepared 
and  furnished  to  the  district  land  offices  and  to  this  office,  as  the  surveyor  general  is  not  credited  with 
the  expenditures  charged  in  his  accounts  until  the  plats  of  surveys  are  rendered  and  his  vouchers  com- 
pared therewith;  nor  can  the  lands  be  proclaimed  for  sale  by  the  President  until  the  receipt  of  such  plats 
at  the  General  Land  Office.  At  the  present  time  there  are  due  fnun  the  several  surveyors'  offices  the 
returns  of  at  least  three  hundred  townships  surveyed  which  have  been  detained,  and  the  adjustment  of 
the  accounts  for  which  is  suspended  by  reason  of  the  causes  above  mentioned,  which  townships  ought 
to  have  been  prepared  and  offered  for  public  sale  and  made  subject  to  private  entry  during  the  present 
year.  To  remedy  these  evils  and  prevent  future  delays  of  like  character,  it  is  respectfully  submitted  to 
the  wisdom  of  Congress  to  make  such  additional  appropriations  foi'  the  surveyors'  offices  as  will  prove 
adequate  to  the  performance  of  all  their  duties. 

From  such  causes  and  embarrassments  I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to  present  such  a  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  surveying  departinerit  as  could  be  desired  and  as  ihe  public  interest  requires.  The 
protracted  illness  of  the  surveyors  general  of  Florida,  of  Mississi|)pi,  and  of  Missouri,  Illinois,  and 
Arkansas,  should  be  added  to  the  other  causes  of  delay  in  preparing  such  public  lands  for  market  as  had 
been  iireviously  surveyed  in  their  respective  districts,  while  the  difficuUy  of  procuring,  until  late  in  the 
season,  a  conqjetent  surveyor  general  for  Louisiana,  under  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  who 
would  accept  that  office,  has  caused  an  entire  suspension  of  the  surveys  in  that  State. 

On  the  establishment  of  the  oftice  of  surveyor  general  for  Louisiana,  with  a  knowledge  of  the  con- 
fusion and  chaos  which  for  a  long-  time  has  prevailed  in  the  surveyor's  office  south  of  Tennessee,  it  was 
deemed  expedient  and  necessary  to  send  a  special  agent  to  that  section  of  country  who  was  intimately 
accpiainted  with  the  subject  and  with  the  numerous  erroi's,  and  their  character,  which  had  been  committed 
in  relation  to  the  surveys  of  the  private  land  claims,  with  a  view  to  expedite  the  transfer  of  the  proper 
surveys  from  said  office  to  that  of  Louisiana,  as  required  by  the  act  of  March  last,  and  to  examine  the 
surveys,  documents,  and  papers,  and  take  abstracts  and  memorandums  of  such  of  them  as  it  was  neces- 
sary should  be  thus  transferred.  That  agent  has  returned  after  a  very  faithful  performance  of  the  duty 
assigned  him,  and  I'rom  his  full  and  intelligent  report,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  im]iolitic  and  irresponsilile 
system  which  existed  in  the  surveying  department  under  the  laws  creating  the  offices  of  principal  deputy 
surveyors,  (which  was  repeale(l  u't  the  last  !?cssion  of  ('ongress,)   has   introduced  evils,  difficulties,  and 


1S31.)  OPERATIONS  OF  THE  [,AX1)  SYSTEM.  ETC.  311 

embarrassments,  ccmnected  with  tlie  public  surveys  in   Louisiana,  which  cannot   be  nvercnmc   but  I'V  the 
patient  industry,  unceasing'  vigilance,  and  competent  skill  <it'  the  surveyor  general  of  that  State. 

While  it  is  the  policy,  as  it  is  the  interest,  of  the  government  to  facilitate  tlu;  sales  of  the  ]iublie 
lands,  and  accommodate  purchasers  and  promote  the  settlt.'nient  of  those  sections  of  the  country  to  which 
emigration  tends,  I  woiikl  renew  the  recommendation  tor  establishing  another  land  otfice  in  Indiana,  as 
called  for  by  the  necessities  and  convenienc(^  of  actual  si'ttk'rs,  and  as  re(|uired  liv  considerations  ecpially 
important  to  the  pecuniary  interests  of  the  government,  to  include  the  teriitoiy  described  in  the  following 
limits,  to  wit  :  connnencing  at  that  point  on  the  Tippecanoe  river  where  the  lioundary  line  established 
by  the  treaty  of  the  Wabash,  the  KJth  of  October,  182(5,  intersects  that  river;  theni'e  with  said  boundary 
to  its  intersection  with  the  range  line  dividing  ranges  seven  and  eight  east;  thence  north,  to  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  State;  thence  west,  with  the  line  of  that  nortliern  boundary,  to  the  northeast  corner  of 
Illinois;  thence  south,  to  a  point  due  west  of  the  first  call;  and  thence  due  east  to  the  place  of  Vieginuing; 
and  that  the  land  oftice  therein  be  located  at  some  eligible  and  convenient  place  by  the  President.  TJie 
section  of  country  above  described  Is  rapidly  settlin.u'  with  emigrants  from  other  States  and  from  Eurii]ie, 
many  of  whom  are  compelled  to  travel  from  one  hundred  to  une  hundred  and  eighty  miles  from  their 
place  of  residence  to  enter  and  pay  for  their  lands,  while  others,  without  the  mearis  nf  defraying  the 
expenses  of  so  long  a  journey,  prefer  locating  themselves  upon  the  public  domain,  in  the  linpe  that  some 
pre-emj)tion  or  other  relief  law  will  be  ])assed  for  their  benetit. 

The  act  of  the  30th  of  May,  ISoO,  "for  the  relief  of  certain  oflicers  and  sohlicrs  cif  the  Virginia  line 
and  navy,  and  of  the  continental  armj',  during  the  revolutionary  wai."  has  thrown  iipnn  this  office  an 
amount  of  labor  greatly  exceeding  tliat  which  was  anticipated.  The  apiiroiiriatinn  i.f  Ibur  th(jusand 
dollars  for  this  service,  and  other  objects  of  duty,  was  insufticient  to  accomplish  thi^  ]iurposes  intended, 
and  others  have  been  occasionally  detailed  to  assist,  to  tlie  neglect  of  current  duties.  Such  were  the 
imiiortunitics  of  the  claimants,  and  so  ardent  and  [iressing'  their  demands  I'or  scrip,  and  so  numerous  the 
difficulties  to  be  encountered,  that,  with  the  most  ])ersevering  industry,  the  (ifHce,  with  the  means  in  its 
power,  has  not  been  able  to  satisfy  all  the  claims  under  the  Virginia  continental  and  State  lines.  Five 
hundred  and  twenty  warrants  (including  two  hundred  and  i'orty-seven  <.if  Uniled  States  military)  have 
been  satisfied  with  scrip,  amounting  to  183. OHO  acr<'s  nf  the  Virginia  State  line  and  nav}';  38,901.90 
acres  of  the  Virginia  continental  line,  and  34,300  acres  df  the  United  States  military.  Many  of  these 
warrants — in  fact  the  largest  portion  of  them — with  the  title  pa])ers  connected  therewith,  have  required 
and  have  received  an  examination  and  investigation  of  as  difficult  and  complicated  a  character  as  those 
of  a  laborious  and  contested  suit  in  chancery,  involving  ;in  extensive  and  voluminous  corresjjondcnce  of 
legal  discussion  and  frecjuently  of  perplexing  embarrassment.  These  investigations  have  imposed  upon 
the  commissioner  and  those  gentlemen  of  the  office  who  were  particularly  charged  with  this  service  a  very 
fatiguing  and  irksome  duty.  It  would  have  been  greatly  preferred,  if  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  man_y  of 
these  cases  had  justified  the  delay  necessary  to  an  adjudication  in  the  regular  administration  of  justice,  that 
the  decision  of  ninnerous  questions  arising  under  the  construction  of  wills  and  the  conflicting  claims  of 
heirs  had  not  devolved  upon  an  executive  oflicer,  who  could  not  devote  that  time  and  consideration  to 
controverted  cjuestions  of  law  which  their  importance  fre(iuently  required.  From  the  statement  marked 
D,  hereunto  annexed,  it  will  appear  that  up  to  the  14th  instant  three  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  pieces  of  scrip  had  been  issued,  the  record  of  which,  in  this  office,  fills  eighteen  Ixioks  of  aliout 
two  hundred  pages  each. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  was  aiipminiated  for  the  employ- 
ment of  temporary  clerks  to  bring  up  the  arrears  i.if  this  office.  This  sum  will  have  been  expended  on 
the  1st  of  January  next,  and  has  furnished  the  means  of  disposing  of  an  unusual  amount  of  the  current 
business  for  the  year.  From  the  first  of  January  last  there  have  l:een  prepared,  examined,  and  recorded, 
and  will  bo  issued  previous  to  the  close  of  the  j'car,  more  than  twciity-live  thousand  initents  for  lands 
sold,  when,  with  the  ordinary  force  of  the  office  applied  to  that  object,  there  were  less  than  seven  thousand 
issued  in  the  year  1830.  During  the  same  time  there  have  been  writtt'ii  and  recorded,  or  registered, 
more  than  5,000  letters,  occupying  a  record  exceeding  l,oOO  large  folio  pages,  and  500  quarto  pages,  in 
addition  to  the  performance  of  other  duties  which  have  unremittin,u,-ly  pressed  upon  the  time  and  attention 
of  the  office.  But  with  all  the  exertions  which  have  been  made,  and  with  the  aid  afforded  by  the  appro- 
priation above  mentioned,  to  such  an  extent  has  the  current  business  unexpectedly  increased  that  the 
arrears  on  the  1st  of  January  next  will  be  greater  than  at  the  date  of  my  last  report.  The  annexed 
document,  marked  E,  exhibits  the  several  classes  of  arrears,  with  the  nund'er  'rf  clerks  required  to  bring 
up  the  business  of  efich  in  one  year,  by  which  it  will  appear  that  the  labur  of  Idty-five  clerks  is  necessary 
to  accomplish  that  object.  That  statement  has  bet'ii  made  out  from  a  very  pai'ticular  examination  and 
a  careful  and  moderate  estimate  of  the  amount  of  lubor  requir<_'d.  without  reference  to  sickness  or  neces- 
sary or  unavoidalile  absence  from  duty.  Put  it  will  be  inii)ossilile  to  ciiqiloy  so  many  additional  clerks 
in  the  rooms  allotted  to  this  office,  and  there  are  no  unoccupied  rt)oms  in  the  |iublic  Imildings  ai)propriated 
to  the  executive  administration  of  the  governineid.  However  desirai'le,  ther(.'fore,  it  may  be,  oti  public 
considerations,  to  have  all  the  business  of  the  ollice  bniuglit  up  to  the  successive  periods  of  its  current 
duties,  no  practicable  plan  can  be  immediately  aih^ptcd  by  which  that  ubji','t  can  be  attained  in  less  time 
than  three  or  four  years.  With  this  vi<'w  of  the  subject.  I  wi.iild  respcctfidly  recommend  the  permanent 
employment  of  fifteen  additional  clerks,  and  a  sjiecial  appropriation  of  live  thousand  dollars  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  writing  and  recording-  patents  oat  <jf  the  office  in  the  year  1832.  With  this  additional 
assistance,  if  the  ordinary  business  should  not  greatly  increase,  it  is  believed  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  arrears  would  be  brought  up  in  four  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  jicriod  the  whole  force  then  in 
the  oflice  would  be  required  to  discharge  its  current  duties.  With  this  additi(uial  number  of  permanent 
clerks,  a  reorganization  of  the  bureaus  of  the  office,  on  the  (ilan  mentioned  in  my  last  report,  could  be 
effected  to  great  advantage,  and  essentially  contribute  to  tlir'  accuracy  and  despatch  of  business. 

The  arrears  herein  referred  to,  (one  item  of  which  will,  on  the  1st  of  January  next,  consist  of  more 
than  thirty-five  thousand  patents  for  land  sold,)  although  unavoidable  with  the  means  furnished  to  tlie 
office,  have  created  delays  in  its  business  frequently  injurious  to  persons  interested,  and  sometimes  to 
the  public  service,  and  have  afforded  just  cause  of  complaint  from  those  who  were  entitled  to  a  prompt 
discharge  of  its  duties.  I  make  this  disclosuri'  with  tlie  hope  that  ampli;  provision  will  sonn  be  made  to 
enable  the  department  to  do  away  the  cause  of  complaint  which  now  exists,  and  lu'cvent  the  recurrence 
of  any  such  cause  in  future. 

By  reference  to  the  last  annual  rejiort  of  this  office  it  will  bi'  seen  that  the  total  amount  "f  sales  of 
the  public  lands  for  the  year  1S29  was  ],244,8lU)  acres,  and  il  was  therein  estimated  that  the  annual  sales 
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to  actual  settlers,  comincricins-  with  the  year  1831,  would  aujount  to  one  and  one-half  millions  of  acres, 
and  that  those  sales  would  increase,  with  the  population  of  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  to  fifty  per  cent. 
at  the  close  of  the  next  ten  years.  From  the  exhibit  hereunto  annexed,  marked  B,  it  appears  that  the 
sales  for  the  year  1830  have  amounted  to  more  than  one  million  nine  hundred  thousand,  and  that  for  the 
first  three  quarters  of  tlie  present  year  they  have  exceeded  two  millions  of  acres,  and  that  the  money 
actually  paid  into  the  treasury  during-  the  last  period,  from  the  proceeds  of  the  sales,  is  nearly  two  and 
one-half  millions  of  dollars. 

The  importance  with  which  these  extensive  operations  are  seen  and  felt  by  the  people  of  the  western 
and  southwestern  States  and  Territories  imposes  upon  the  g(jvernment  the  highest  obligations  to  promote, 
bv  those  means  within  its  comiietency,  a  prompt  discharge  of  all  the  duties  required  of  those  who  have 
aiiy  official  agency,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  sales  and  disposition  of  the  ])ublic  domain.  Those 
sections  of  the  Union  now  contain  more  inhabitants  than  the  entire  population  of  the  United  States  at 
any  period  of  the  revolutionary  war.  By  the  returns  of  the  census  of  1830,  it  appears  they  then  con- 
tained a  free  population  exceeding  three  millions,  and  an  aggregate  population,  within  two  hundred 
thousand,  equal  to  all  the  enumerated  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  and  its  Territories  in  the  year 
1790.  Tlierc  are  no  sections  of  the  Union  where  the  citizens  are  more  distinguished  for  active  and 
vigorous  pursuits  and  persevering  industry,  and  where  they  are  compelled  to  rely  more  exclusively  upon 
their  own  resources  and  individual  enterprise  for  the  means  of  subsistence  and  the  comforts  and  con- 
veniences of  life.  The  peculiar  circumstances  which  attended  their  early  settlement  in  the  forests 
produced  liabits  of  tlie  first  importance  to  the  rapid  growth  (if  the  country,  and  which  have  snljsequeiitly 
enabled  them  to  contribute  largely  to  the  public  revenues  of  the  nation.  It  is  over  the  principal  part  of 
those  vast  regions  that  the  operations  of  this  office  extend,  and  where  the  titles  to  real  property  depend 
upon  the  accuracy  and  fidelity  with  which  its  official  duties  are  performed. 

All  wdiich  is  I'espectfuUy  submitted. 

ELIJAH    IIAY\V.\RI). 

Hon.  Louis  McLaxe,  Secretary  af  tJte  Treasurt/. 


A. — Ej-hihit  of  the  periods  to  ivhich  tlie  mnntldij  a<TOUiit,<  of  the  registers  and  reveiivni  of  the  pulAic  land 
offices  have  been  rendered,  showing  the  balance  of  cash  in  the  receivers'  hands  at  the  date  of  their  last 
monthly  accounts  current,  and  the  periods  to  which  the  receivers^  quarterly  accounts  have  been  rendered. 


Lauil  ofBtes. 


Marietta,  Obio 

Zancsville,  Oliio 

Steubeuvillc,  Ohio. 

Chilicotlif,  OLio 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 


Monthly  returns. 


Period  to  which  ren- 
dered by  registers. 


Period  to  which  ren- 
dered by  receivers. 


October 
do. 

ilo. 

do. 

do. 


31,  1831 


Wooster,  Ohio..    j do. 

Piqua,  Ohio [ do. 

TiHiu,  Ohio I do. 

Jefi'ersonville,  Indiana do. 

Vinceune.s,  Indiana _ '- do. 

Indianapolis,  Indiana ..j do. 

Crawfordsville,  Indiana '  - du_ 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana.. _ ; do. 

Shawueetown,  Illinois iIo. 

Kaskaskia,  Illinois __<lo. 

Kdwardsville,  Illinois ._ do. 

Vaiidalia,  Illinois ' -.' do. 

Palestine,  Illinois i do. 

Spriugdchl,  Illinois ; do. 

Dauville,   Illintiis. _. | do. 

St.  Louis,  Missouri _ ' do. 

Franklin,   Missouri 

Palmyra,  Jlisiouri _ 

Jack.sou,  Missouri 

Le.\ington,  Missouri 

St.  Stephen's,  Alabama.. 

Cahaba,  Alabama. _ 

Huutsville,  Alabama 

Tuscaloosa,   Alabama 

Sparta,  Alabama , 

Washington,  Mississippi. 
Augusta,  Mississippi. 


October       31,  I83I 

do 

do 

do , 

do 

do 

do 

do -. 

do 

do 

do.. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


September  30,  1831 

do 

October       31,  183 1 

do 

September  30,  1831 
October       31,  1831 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


Mount  Salus,  Mississippi _ i  September  30,  IS31 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana October        31,1831 

Opelousas,  Louisiana do 

Ouachita,   Louisiana _ j  September  30,  1831 

St.  Helena,  Louisiana .  October       31,  I83I 

Detroit,  Michigan  Territory 1 do 

White  Pigeon  Prairie,  Michigan  Territory..'  September  30,  1831 

Batesville,  Arkansas  Territoi  y ! do 

Little  Hock.  Arkansas  Territory 1  August         31,  1831 

Tallahassee,  Florida  Territory ,  October        31,  IS3I 

St.  Augustine,  Floiida  Teriitory. •  August        31,  1831 


September  30,  1831 

.do , 

October        31,  1831 

do 

September  30,  1831 
October        31,  1831 

do 

do 

do , 

do 

do , 

September  30,  1831 
October        31,  1831 

do 

September  30,  1831 
October       31,  1831 

do 

do 

do 

September  30,  1831 

August   31,  1831 


H:  S  ....  -  t 

^  -s  1  £  >- 
^  o  g  5  3 

o  ^  T  ~  ; 

■^  S  -  o  - 


SI, 060  10 
3,686  18 
2,472  98 
2,232  46 


2,7S8  48 

2,421  17 

3,436  665 

97  56 

11,924  26 

9,896  68 

41,636  06 

11,028  25 

3, 680  66 

1,702  74 

4,786  93 

2,383  47 

9,866  52 

5,664  44 

2,893  20 


21.173  15 
7,094  69,V 
1,981  31i 
8,467  13 
7,927  50 

25,265  18 

11,715  03 

2,078  39 

2,588  06 

937  38 

218  53 

12,048  38 

231  00 

9,921  64J 

7,614  64 

391  86 

31,679  96 
7,962  33 
2,739  23 
8,803  II 

11.764  83 


Period  to  which  the 
receivers'  quarter- 
ly accounlis  have 
been  rendered. 


September  30,  1831 
do 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
-do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.  1  o. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


...do 

...do 

...do 


do 

March  31,  1831 
September  30,  1831 
do 

."...do 

do 


...lo 

..do 

..do 

..do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


, do 

do 

do 

June  30,  1831 


ELIJAH  IIAYWAPvD. 


Ukm;b.\l  Land  Uffick,  Xuvember  30,  1831. 
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B. 

Exliihit  of  the  opfralions  of  Ihr  land  offtct^'i  of  thf  Unilrd  S/ali's  in  the  f:t'rerci!  Stairs  and  Terrilorii'.'^  di(rinij  tin' 
year  cndini/  Dfremhcr  31,  1S30,  the  half  i/ear  ending  June  30,  18HI,  and  the  i/uaiier  ending  Septeniher  30, 
"l831,-  and  of  the  payments  made  into  the  treasury  on  aecount  <if  publi<'  lands  during  those  sceeral  periods. 


?(ati'3  and  Territories 


Indiana 

do.... 

Illinois 

do.... 

Missouri 

do.... 

Alabama 

do.... 

Mississippi 

do.... 

Louisiana 

do.... 

Michitran  Territory 

do.... 

Arkansas  Ttrrttory 

do.... 

Florida  Territory 

do.... 

Total 

Ohio. 


.I>taiui  M  qrs.  1831 
...do... 
...do... 

...d 

...do... 
...do... 
...do..., 
...do.... 


Indiana do. . 

Illinois do. . 

Missouri do . . 

Alabama do.. 

Mississippi do. . 

Louisiana do. . 

Michigan  Territory  ..do.. 

Arkansas  Territor)'  ..do do..., 

Florida  Territory do do 


Ohio 

Indiana ... 

Illinois 

Missouri  .. 

Alabama do 

Mississippi do 

Louisiana do 

Michigan  Territory  ..do 

Arkansas  Territory  . .  do 

Florida  Terrilorv  ....  do 


.3(1  quarter  of  18J1. 

do do 

do do 

do do 

..do.... 

..do.... 

..do.... 

..do.... 

..do.... 

..do.... 


l.il".,3!«.70 
4Tt;,:ijl.85 
316, -151. 71 
•Jl-1.917.-!^ 
373.203.73 
1P8.-139.67 

74,647.70 

147,061.5.1 

2,648.95 

.■i9,618.49 


1,929,733.79 


§195,501  78 
598,115  55 
395, 678  34 
269,  l."*  26 
477.  .346  06 
13.7,889  00 

95.602  68 

183,912  04 

3,311  19 

79, 137  93 


.SI,C62  40 

1,438  54 

729  52 

315  2.7 

1.872  27 

614  Olj 

34  77 

129  43 


2,433,432  94         6,796  28 


135,425.71 

210,796.65 

154,137.06 

102,148.65 

301,854.53 

80,424.92 

32,106.68 

174,714.02 

7,860.03 

16,993.60 


1,216,461.85 


106,873.59 

151,263.40 

98,801.53 

94.463.73 

207,886.62 

50,720.44 

12,172,95 

78,320.34 

3,970,95 

8,571.19 


170,790  73 
264,962  35 
192,674  20 
127,851  45 
428,440  56 
100, 530  55 

40,133  30 

219,289  05 

9,825  09 

21.242  02  ' 


7, 409  63 
11,552  40 

1,-28  57 

3,207  28 
61,698  50 

9,627  72 


1,575,739  30 


139,322  15 

189,435  20 

124,361  64 

121,  ,524  90 

274, 178  30 

67,366  18 

15,216  19 

98,350  49 

4,963  69 

11,002  11 


96,325  04 


7,882  73 

5, 138  04 

2,503  81 

851  15 

13, 102  13 

1,534  35 

920  62 

575  15 


.§1,50, 947  61 
.586,392  59 
389,180  46 
265,508  46 
441,929  04 
128,210  18 

9,5,235  29 

178,707  &i 

3,311  19 

68,137  98 


2,307,560  65 


119,733  86 

233,589  88 

176,762  88 

130,120  39 

475,707  22 

98,487  17 

39,631  55 

217,203  08 

9,825  09 

21.042  02 


1,522,103  14 


127,459  30 

185,487  78 

113,415  99 

121,956  81 

283,013  78 

66,540  24 

15,601  06 

98,925  64 

4,963  69 

11,002  11 


Total 813,044.74  I  1,045,720  85       32,507  98      1,028,366  40       21,692  82       28,169  60      1,078,228  83       1,163,5711 


Aiiiounl  receivcil  in  serip. 


Forleiled 
land  scrip. 


Military 
land  scrip. 


$42,049  94 

13,161  50 

,7,227  40 

3,945  05 

36,789  29 

8,092  94 

402  16 

5,333  62 


S-4, 160  67 


11,000  00  ' 


4,666  67 


18,467  05 
6,306  27 
5,561  56 
938  34 
14,431  84 
11,871  10 
501  75 
2,986  91 


39,999  44 
36,618  60 
12, 078  33 


200  00 


< 


,4197, 164  22 
599,5.54  09 
396,407  86 
269.4.53  51 
479,218  33 
1.36,303  12 

9.7,637  45 

184,041  47 

3,311  19 

79, 137  98 


2,440,229  22 


178,200  36 
270,514  75 
194,402  77 
131,0.58  73 
490,139  06 
110,3.78  27 

40, 133  30 

220, 189  99 

9,825  09 

21,242  02 


61,264  82  j  88,696  37 


8,096  91 
2,310  46 
3,703  53 

419  24 
4,266  64 
2,360  29 

535  75 


11,648  67 
6,775  00 
9,745  93 


1,672,064  ,34 


147,204  88 

194, 573  24 

126,865  45 

122, 376  05 

287,280  43 

68,900  53 

16,136  81 

98,925  64 

4,963  69 

11,002  11 


.«144,5IO  81 
627,181  75 
390,204  31 
224.61)9  03 
475,471  71 
1 '18, 2.54  07 

70,730  50 

178.516  65 

1,833  53 

56,043  75 


2,329,356  14 


97,2.30  36 
239,088  32 
18.5,732  88 
142,547  85 
334,5,89  05 
82.828  24 
55,020  93 
152, 945  96 


26,1114  13 


1,316,087  73 


125,228  15 

181,657  18 

112,802  56 

112,778  65 

401,103  85 

74,052  69 

11,900  00 

135.430  08 

3,100  00 

5,318  00 


Gener,\i,  Land  Oitice.  N>ivcmher^O,  1831. 


Kl.I.fAH   HAYWARl). 


Statement  exhibiting  the  payments  made  (on  lands  sold  prior  to  the  1st  day  of  July,  1820,)  under  the  operation 
of  the  aet  of  Congress  apjjroced  on  the  Slst  March,  1830,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers 
of  public  lands,  and  for  the  supjpiression  of  fraudulent  pi-aclices  at  the  puiilic  sales  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  Stales,"  and  of  the  act  suppjlemental  thereto,  approved  on  the  ^2bth  February,  1831,  both  terminating 
on  the  -ith  July,  1831. 


L.antl  offices. 


Maiictta,  Ohio 

Zmesville,  Ohio 

!Stf ubenville,  Ohio 

Chilicuthe,  Ohio 

Ciiicinuati.  Ohio , 

Wooster,  Oliio 

Jcffeisonville.  Indiana 

vol.    VI — ^40  E 


Pre-emptions  to  and  redemptions  of  reverted  lands  under  the 
first  section  of  said  acts. 


Pre-emptions  to  relinquish- 
ed lands  under  the  second 
section  of  said  acts. 


Quantity. 

Am't  previously 

Additional  pay- 

Total, excluiling 

Quantity. 

Purcliase  mo- 

paid,exclusive 

ments  as  au- 

discount. 

ney  paid. 

of  interest  and 

thorized     hy 

discount. 

these  acts. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

880  20 

S680   17 
1    834  47 

S420  07 
2  235   17 

SI, 100  24 

3,003.  14 

4,069   64 

1,660.36 

1,057    11 

1,108  63 

2, 165  70 

79.49 

$99  36 

1,921.61 

1, 199   15 

1,259   67 

2,458  S2 

U.T-l-t.  81 

9,425   37 

9,397  02 

18,822  39 

568.04 

710  05 

:5.ill8.  00 

2,433  59 

2,534  24 

4,972  83 

397.75 

1,987   24 

l.-!.  120.56 

8,281   89 

8,528   43 

16.810   32 

443.  23 

554   04 
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Pre-emptions  to  and  redemptions  of  reveited  lands  under  the 
first  section  of  s;iid  acts. 

Pre-emptions  to  relinquish- 
ed lands  under  the  second 
section  of  said  acts 

Land  offices. 

Quantity. 

Am't  previously 
paid.exclusive 
of  interest  and 
discount. 

Additional  pay- 
ments as  au- 
thorize'-!     by 
these  acts. 

Total,  excluding 
discount. 

Quantity. 

Purchase  mo- 
ney paid. 

Vincermee,  Indiana 

Acres 

14,846.38 

5,078.72 

772.  65 

560. t)0 

2,617.44 

4,563.55 

6,127.84 

41,934.89 

88,  172.  86 

17,364.00 

1,043.20 

2,111.88 

$9,396  14 

2,632  85 

394  00 

333  34 

2,340  32 

2,914  77 

6,805  59 

38,685  41 

64,371  95 

8,995  05 

557   75 

1,284  61 

S9,541   20 

3,895   99 

571  82 

366  66 

1,373  83 

2,999  85 

2,280  35 

24.233  51 

49,642  20 

11,976   13 

955  39 

1,605  52 

$18,937  34 

6,528  84 

965  82 

700  00 

3,714  15 

5,914  62 

9,085  64 

62,918  92 

114,014  46 

20,971   18 

1,513   14 

2,890   13 

Acrei. 
79.60 
798.36 

S127  00 
997  95 

Edwardsville,  Illinois 

St.  Louis,  Missouri 

400.00 
3,646.68 
2,628.16 
2,584.46 
51,064  06 
31,134.36 
1,392.66 

50O  00 
4,628  30 
3,519  46 

3,819  95 

Cahaba   Alaiiama  .   . 

97,330  86 

62,581  95 

Wa6hinf,'ton,  Mississippi 

1,881   64 

698. 24 

975  37 

224,442.09 

163,628  53 

134,925  68 

298,554   18 

95,915.09 

179,713  17 

General  Land  Office,  Nmember  30,  1831. 


ELIJAH  HAVWAllD. 


D. 

Statement  exhibiting  the  number  of  each  description  <if  warrants,  the  quanlitii  of  land  therein  granted,  the  number 
of  certijicates  or  scrip  that  have  been  issued,  and  the  total  amount  thereof,  which  have  been  a*-ied  on  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  State  line 
and  navy,  and  of  the  continental  army  during  the  revolutionary  war,"  in  this  office  to  November  14,  1831. 


Number  of 
warrants. 


Quantity  of 
acres. 


Number  of 
certificates. 


Amount. 


Virginia  State  line  and  navy 

Virginia  continental 

United  States 

Grand  total 


208 

C5 

247 


183,690.00 
38,901.90 
34,300.00 


520 


256,891.90 


2,417  I  $229,612  50 
520  '  48,626  54 
591   ■       42,875  00 


3,528  i     321,114  04 


General  Land  Office,  November  30,  1831. 


ELIJAH  HAYWARD. 


E. 


A  statement  stiowing  tfie  classes  of  arreai's  in  the  General  Land  Office,  with  the  number  of  clerks  necessary  to 
bring  up  the  busiiwss  of  each  in  one  year,  commencing  on  the  first  of  January  next. 


Class. 

Nature  of  the  arrears. 

Number  of 
clerks. 

First  — 

Posting  the  accounts  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  examining  the  certificates  thereof,  and  preparing 
them  for  patenting,  auditing  the  accounts  of  the  receivers  of  public  moneys,  and  opening  tract 
books  for  lands  in  the  several  districts           .                .                  -      .---..--.        . ...... 

6 

Second.. 

Completing  separate  and  general  indexes  of  the  patents  issued  for  purchased  lands  and  for  military 

15 

Third... 

Examining  the  papers  and  issuing  patents  for  private  claims  on  the  cases  now  in  the  oBice,  making 
indexes  to  the  several  reports  of  the  names  of  the  original  and  present  claimants,  and  accurately 
transcribing  the  reports  of  the  several  boards  of  commissioneis. -.--..            .. 

12 

Fourth.. 

Examining  the  papers  and  issuing  patents  for  lands  located  under  warrants  issued  by  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia for  services  during  the  revolutionary  war,  and  making  the  necessary  indexes  to  the  warrant 
books  .   ....                ........   .... .            . ... ....... ....... 

3 

Fifth  . . . 

Upon  the  1st  of  January  next  it  is  expected  that  there  will  be  in  this  office  about  35,000  certificates 
for  lands  sold  by  the  United  States  requiring  p.atents.     The  writing,  recording,  examining,  and 
transmitting  of  thirty-five  thousand  patents  for  land  sold,  together  with  making  general  and 

16 

Sixth  . . . 

The  comparison  of  the  quarterly  accounts  of  the  surveyor  general  with  the  surveys  returned,  and 
adjusting  the  same,  and  completing  the  maps  required  for  the  use  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Total - 

3 

55 

./ 

General  Land  Office,  November  30,  1831. 


ELIJAH  HAYWARD. 
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iS/aJonrn/  ( if  public  laii(l.<  so/i/,  o/'  cufh  ami  scri/i  ri'fcivfd  in  jiai/iniiil  IJirrr/nr,  nf  i)iciili'ii/fil  i:r/jnisi'.<,  am/  prn/- 
incnls  inlii  Ilia  lri'a:i)iri/  on  aaa<-iunl  of  public  lauds,  dariuij  Ihe  i/far  ciuliug  Drrcmber  31,  1830. 


OHIO. 


Marietta 

'/anesville 

SteulnMivilh' 

L'hilicolln- 

t.'inrinnati 

WoostiT 

riqua 

Tiffin 


Total . 


JeIiVrson\illt^... 

Vinceiines 

Indianapolis 

Crawlordsnlle 
Fort  Wavne 


ILLINOIS. 


Shau'nt-ctown 

Kaskaskia 

Edwardsviile 

Vandaha 

Palesline 

Springfield 


Total. 


MISSOfRI. 

^t.  Louis 

Franklin 

Palmyra 

Jackson 

Lexington 


ALABAMA 

St.  Stephen's 

Cahaba  

Huntsville  

Tuscaloosa 

Sparta 


MISSISSIPPI. 

Washington 

Augusta 

Mount  Salus 


LOUISIANA. 

New  Orleans 

Opelousas 

Ouachita 

St.  Helena 


MICHIGAN  TERRITORY. 

Detroit 

Munroe 


9,6,'i6.,'i4 
33,894.91 
18,318.91 
15,860.03 
36,475.96 
18,857.98 

2,872.01 
30,436.36 


156,392  70 


17,716. S! 

31,441.56 
112,503.89 
291,387.89 

23,301.69 


476,351.85 


7,720.01 
5,000.92 
80,020.46 
35,362.60 
86,413.93 
101,933.19 


33.908.13 
51,494.72 
97,128.90 
6,572.02 
25,813.65 


214,917.44 


18,255.95 

155,227.77 

165,507.65 

19,419.44 

14,822.91 


373,203.73 


6,894.42 

74.03 

101,471.22 


108,439.67 


6,438.72 

9,413.84 

50,570.06 

8,225.08 


74,647.70 


70.3C1.21 
76,700.34 


Ui: 


$12,070  66 
42,388  65 
22, 898  64 
19.6.'.0  12 
33,094  95 
23,573  28 
3,ri90  03 
38,055  45 


22. 146  04 
39,329  60 
140,629  58 
366,738  92 
29,271  41 


257  66 
679  04 


1,662  44 


$ll,i;i9  37 
28,24.">  22 
20.679  21 
18,481  .57 
15,244  61 
20,059  93 
3,257  78 
33, 839  92 

150,947  61 


Aniount  rc''ei\  cd  in  ?<rri|i. 


Forrcited 
land  scrip. 


5831  29 
11,032  .50 
2,219  43 
1,376  21 
18,529  .18 
3.513  35 
332  25 
4,215  S3 


Military 
land  scrip. 


IJIOO  00 
3,81»67 


42,049  94 


:m  26 
679  28 


59.8,115  5 


17,0.Vi  12 
X,  126  86 
138,  7.55  89 
365,182  31 
29,271  41 


5.849  18 
3,882  02 
1,673  69 
1,556  61 


4, 166  67 


§12,070  66 
43,094  39 
22,898  64 
20,107  78 
33,773  99 
33,  .573  28 
3,590  03 
38,055   15 


$1,272  43 
2, 152  69 
1,194  24 
1,478  55 
2,411  84 
2,013  66 
1,110  24 
1.960  49 


13.593  14 


22,905  30 
40,008  88 
140.629  58 
366,738  92 
29,271  41 


1.810  44 
2.235  08 
4,064  78 
8,062  66 
1,859  39 


=;  cj  c  ?-) 


.«H,  190  79 
27, 139  25 
15,9.55  58 
27,415  71 
12,711  71 
8,241  72 
2,342  06 
32,514  02 

144.510  84 


1,438  .54  I   586,392  59  1  13,16150  j   599,554  09 


9, 730  78     602  09 
6,251  14      127  43 

100.031  02 

44,203  38  I 

108,019  65  I 

127,442  37  \ 


8,073  83 


2,259  04 


5,609  57 
97,607  02 
42,707  17 
108,019  65  ' 

127. 163  22  i    279  15 


769  00 
2,424  00 
1,496  21 


18,032  35 


316,451.71  i   395,678  34 


42,385  22 
64,607  74 
121,411  77 
8,440  01 
32,893  52 


729  52    389,180  46    7,227  40 


:'!69. 138  26 


41,528  93 
63,297  06 
119,9.55  33 
8,440  01 
32,287  13 


265,508  46 


856  29 
1,625  93 
1,456  44 


10,332  87 

6,378  57 

10..,  031  02 

44.203  38 
108,019  65 
127,442  37 


1,920  73 
1,432  27 
3,747  64  1 
2,012  25  i 
3,817  84  [ 
3,86^  47  ! 


396,407  86   16,784  20  I    396,204  31 


6  39 


3,945  05 


42,385  22 
64,922  99 
121,411  77 
6,440  01 
32.293  52 


2, 089  93 
1,946  17 
4,598  11 
1,274  73 
1,376  24 


269,453  51   11,285  18 


22,885  49  ■ 

195,963  15  25  53 
215,694  77  ,   1,846  74 

24,274  29  i 

18,528  36 


477.346  06 


8,758  90 

92  55 

126,837  61 


135,689  06 


9,101  37 
11,767  29 
64,);i8  92 
10,295  10 


10,678  43 

182,377  30 

307,268  41 

23,370  81 

18,234  09 


12,207  06 

13,111  38 

10,273  10 

903  48 

294  27 


441,929  04   36,789  29 


7, 598  26 

92  55 

120,519  37 


128,210  18 


9.5,602  68 


9,101  37 
34  77     11,399  90 
64,438  92 
10,295  10 


402  16 


22,885  49 

195,988  68 

217,541  51 

24,274  29 

18,528  36 


2,016  60 
7,627  97 
5,868  08 
1,570  76 
1,624  16 


479,218  33 


34  77     93,235  29  I     402  16 


178,707  85    5,333  62 


9, 372  00 

92  55 

6,837  61 


16,302  16 


9,101  37 
11,802  06 
64.438  92 
10,295  10 


95,637  45 


68,081  08 
95,960  39 


184,041  47 


16,707  57 


1,250  87 

723  84 

4,278  54 


6,253  25 


1,823  09 
1,266  94 
2,533  13 
1,955  65 


7,573  81 


3,646  04 
4, 146  70 


7,792  74 


12,603  13 
39,944  70 
118,729  64 
428,8.30  58 
27,073  40 


627,181 


7,276  00 
6,728  75 
117,768  48 
24,884  97 
128,177  17 
111,368  94 


36,069  ;e 

43,861  31 

112,164  01 

7,270  00 

25,244  39 


224,609  03 


9,466  51 

229,247  09 

196,534  93 

19,000  00 

21,223  19 


148,254  07 


17.169  90 

55,560  60 

^  4,000  00 


76,730  50 


77,016  63 
101,500  00 
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STATEMENT— Continued. 


i 
i 

1 

Purchase  money. 

Amount  roceived  on 
account  of  lands 
sold  prior  lo  July 
1,1820. 

Amount  received  in 
cash. 

Amount  received  in  scrip. 

,1 

o 

o 
(S 
ti: 

o 

s 

< 

a 

c 

s 

aid    into 
ury  from 
Dec.  31, 

I.,aiui  offices. 

Forfeited 
land  scrip 

Military 
land  scrip. 

Amount   p 
the  treas 
Jan. 1  to 
1830. 

ARKANSAS    TERRITORY. 

7K6.25 
1,862  70 

4''JH2  Kl 

2,328  38 

$982  81 
2,328  38 

$982  81 
2,328  38 

$1,735  10 
2,060  62 

$1,833  53 

Total 

2,648.95 

J,311  19 

3,311  19 

3,311   19 

3,795  72 

1,833  53 

FLORIDA    TKRRITORY. 

59,618.49 

79, 137  98 

68,137  98 

,{■11,000  00 

79,137  98 

3,760  83 

56,043  75 

^ 

Towl 

59,618  49 

79, 137  98 

68,137  98 

11,000  00 

79,137  98 

3,760  83 

56,043  75 

Grand  totiil 

1,929,733  79 

2,433,4^2  94 

5-6,796  28 

2,307,560  65 

128,001  90 

§4,666  67 

2,440,229  22 

107,583  79 

2,329,356  14 

General  Land  Office,  Abrc/rtfter  28, 1831. 


ELIJAH  HAYWAllD. 


KEPOUT  OF  THE  BOUNTY  LAND  OFFICE. 

Befuiii  C)f  claims  ichich  have  been  deposited  in  the  Bounty  Land  Office  for  the  year  rndinrj  on  the  SOth  Septem- 
ber, ISol,  for  services  rendered  during  the  rcvolvlwnary  tear. 

Claims  suspended,  on  file  30th  September,  1830 6 

Claims  received  from  1st  October,  1830,  to  30th  September,  1831,  inclusive 573 

579 

Claims  for  which  land  warrants  have  issued 98 

Claims  previously  satisfied 86 

Claims  not  entitled  to  land 116 

Claims  in  which  the  names  of  the  applicants  are  not  returned  on  the  records  in  this  office. .        171 

Claims  on  which  further  evidence  was  required 76 

Claims  for  which  regulations  were  sent 26 

Claims  on  file,  suspended 6 

579 

Abstract  of  the  number  of  icarrants  issued  for  the  year  ending  on  the  ZOth  September,  1831. 

Acres. 

1  lieutenant  colonel 450 

1  major 400 

8  captains,  300  acres  each 2,400 

16  lieutenants,  200  acres  each 3,200 

1  ensign 150 

1  cornet 150 

2  surgeons,  400  acres  each 800 

68  rank  and  tile,  100  acres  each 6,800 

98  warrants.  14,350 

Number  of  warrants  signed  by  Generals  Knox  and  Dearborn,  -which  remain  on  file  in  this  office.  .  .  53 

Number  of  claims  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  15th  of  May,  1828,  presented  by  the  Treasury 

Department  for  examination 31 

Return  of  claims  ivhich  have  been  deposited  in  the  Bounty  Land  Office  for  the  year  ending  on  the  ZWi  Septem- 
ber, 1831,  for  services  rendered  during  the  late  war. 

Claims  suspended,  per  last  report 318 

Claims  received  since 294 

612 

Claims  for  which  warrants  have  issued 70 

Claims  previously  satisfied 55 

Claims  not  entitled  to  land 36 

Claims  returned  for  further  evidence 52 

Claims  for  which  regulations  were  sent 86 

Claims  on  file,  suspended 313 

^  612 
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Ahstravf  of  tJir  )iiiiiih('r  nf  irarraii/s  Is.-^ucd  for  llie  >/cnr  cinl>)i;/  on  llf  oOlh  Siji/rmlin;  iKol. 

1st.   AiillmrizcJ  l.y  tlic  arts  ..f  Occfiiiliri-  :24,  lf<I  I,  ami  .lauiiary   M,  1S12 (IS 

2i].    Aiitiiurizfil  liy  tlio  act  ol'DfCcinlHT  10,  1814 ." 2 


Total 70 

Wlii'icof,  cif  tlif  first  (Iosci-i|itinii,  08  R'rantiMl,  of  ICO  acres  oacli 10,880 

^\'llcl■cllt■,  111'  the  scci  111(1  (Icscripli'iii,  '2  j^-rautcii,  cif  320  acres  each • 040 

Total  acres 1 1,.520 


Dep.vrtmknt  ov  W.\r, 
Jl(iH)i/>/  Land  Office,  November  20,  1831. 
Tiie  foregoing-  ib  respectfully  reported  to  the  liouoralilc   Seci'etary  of  War  as  the  jiroceeiliiigs  of  this 
iifHce  for  the  j'car  ending  on  the  30tli  September,  1831. 

WM.  GOi;i)(.)X,  Fir.<t  Chrl. 


22d   Congress.]  .  No.    922.  [Lst  Session-. 

APPLICATION  OF  INDIANA  FOU  LAND  FOR  TIIE  CONSTltUCTlON   OF   CERTAIN   ROADS  IN 

THAT  STATE. 

COM.MLNIC.WED    TO    THE    SE.N.VrE    UKCE.MBER    14,     1831. 

k  JOINT  RESOLUTION  vi  the  general  assemlily  of  the  Wtate   uf  Indiana  relative  to  certain  loads  therein  nained. 

Whereas  there  is  a  great  extent  of  valuable  country  destitute  of  a  good  jiassable  road  between 
Lawrenceburg,  in  Dearl)orn  county,  on  the  Ohio  river,  and  the  southern  bend  of  the  St.  Joseph's  river  of 
Lake  Michigan,  and  as  a  great  proportion  (jf  the  lands  through  which  a  road  from  Lawrenceburg  to  the 
said  southern  bend  would  pass  still  belongs  to  the  United  States,  and  that  a  road  properly  constructed 
through  said  section  of  country  would  not  only  open  a  communication  for  emigrants  to  piass  to  the  same, 
but  cause  the  said  lands  speedily  to  sell  and  be  of  iinmensu  advantage  to  the  State  of  Indiana  and  the 
United  States;  and  whereas  the  State  of  Indiana  has  paid  large  sums  of  money  into  the  treasury 
of  the  United  States  by  the  purchase  of  lands,  and  the  said  road  would  open  a  direct  communication  for  tlie 
mail  between  said  points,  which  would  be  highly  useful  not  oidy  to  the  State  of  Indiana,  but  also  to  the 
United  States:  Therefore,  be  it 

Eesolved  by  the  general  asxmhly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  1\vdX  our  senators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and 
our  representatives  be  requested,  to  use  all  reasonable  exertions  to  induce  Congress  to  donate  one  section 
of  land  along  the  route  for  each  mile  of  said  road  from  Lawrenceburg,  (in  the  Ohio  river,  through  Brook- 
ville,  in  Franklin  county,  Connersville,  in  Fayette  countj^,  Centreville,  in  Waj'ne  county,  Winchester,  in 
Allen  countj-,  the  county  seat  of  Elkhart  county,  and  from  thence  to  the  county  seat  of  St.  Joseph's 
county;  and  also  to  donate  one  section  of  land  for  each  mile  in  length  of  anotlier  road,  to  be  located  from 
the  Horse-Shoe  Bend,  on  the  Ohio  river,  by  the  way  of  Pa(jli,  Bedford,  Bloomingt(ui,  Martinsville,  and 
thence  to  a  point  on  the  Michigan  road  directly  east  of  the  town  of  Frankfort,  in  Clinton  count,v,  to  aid 
the  State  of  Indiana  in  constructing  said  roads,  and  authorize  the  State  of  Indiana  to  select  the  lands  so 
to  be  donated,  as  aforesaid,  anywhere  within  ten  miles  of  said  routes,  out  of  any  unsold  lands  belonging 
to  the  United  States. 

•Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  bo  recjuested  to  transnrit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble 
and  resolution  to  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  C(,ingress. 

ISAAC  HOWK,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

MILTON  STAFF,  President  of  the  Senate. 


Approved  January  6,  1831. 


J.  BROWN  RAY. 


22n  Congress.]  !N"o.   923.  [Ist-Session. 

CLAIM   TO   LAND   IN    LOUISIANA. 

C0MMUN"IC.\TEn    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REFRESENT.WIVES    DECEMBER    19,    1831. 

Mr.  C.  Johnson,  from  the  Conmiittec  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Bernard  Marigny,  reported: 

The  petitioner  prays  the  confirmation  of  his  title  to  two  tracts  of  land,  situate  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana  and  parish  of  St.  Tammany.  One  of  the  said  tracts,  consisting  of  four  thousand  and  twenty 
arpents,  was  survej'ed  for  Antonio  Bonnabel,  under  whom  the  petitioner  claims,  on  the  15th  January, 
1799,  by  Carlos  TiTideau,  the  royal  surveyor  of  the  province  of  Louisiana,  and  a  patent  for  the  same  was 
issued  by  Governor  Gayoso  on  the  25th  January,  1799. 
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The  other  tract  claimed,  consisting  of  seven  hundred  and  seventy-four  arpents,  is  contiguous  to  the 
one  before  mentioned.  It  was  granted  on  the  20th  January,  1777,  by  Peter  Chester,  British  governor  at 
Pensacohi,  to  one  Lewis  Davis,  whose  title  to  the  same  was  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  11th  June,  1788, 
confirmed  by  decree  of  Estevan  Miro,  Spanish  governor  of  the  provinces  of  Florida  and  Louisiana. 

Habitation  and  cultivation  is  shown  from  in  and  about  the  period  of  the  grant  up  to  the  present  time. 

It  appears  that  claims  for  both  these  tracts  were  filed — one  in  the  name  of  Bonnabel,  the  other  in  tiie 
name  of  the  heirs  of  Lewis  Davis — with  James  0.  Cosley,  the  land  commissioner  at  St.  Helena  Coui-t- 
Ilouse,  under  the  act  of  1812.  In  the  report  of  the  said  commissioiicr  in  1816,  which  was  adopted  by  the 
law  of  Congress  of  3d  Marcli,  1819,  the  said  claim  of  Bonnabel  was  recommended  for  confirmation;  but,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  a  clerical  error  was  therein  committed  by  carrying  out  the  (puintity  in 
figures  as  400  arpents,  instead  of  4,020,  as  specified  in  the  grant. 

On  the  otlier  claim  of  seven  iiundred  and  seventy-four  arpents,  which  bad  been  presented  in  the  name 
of  the  heirs  of  Lewis  Davis,  no  report  was  made  by  tlie  commissioner,  an  omission,  the  committee  think, 
which  must  have  lieen  accidental,  seeing  that  no  reason  is  assigned  for  it,  and  that,  in  their  opinion,  the 
title  was  I'ully  establislied. 

Deeming  both  the  claims  valid  for  the  respective  quantities  called  for,  the  committee  report  a  bill  to 
that  end. 


22d  Congress.]  No.   924.  [1st  Session. 

APPLICATION    OF    ARKANSAS   FOR    A   DONATION    OF    LAND  TO  ACTUAL  SETTLERS  FOR 

TIIE  PROTECTION  OF  THE  FRONTIERS. 

CU.MMUN1CATED    To    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPHESENTATIVES    DECEMBER    19,    1831. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  Ameriea  in  Congress  assembled: 

Your  memorialists,  the  general  assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  respectfully  represent:  That 
the  western  and  southern  border  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  is  thinly  settled,  and,  consequentlj-,  greatly 
exposed  to  the  depredations  of  the  Indians  who  inhabit  the  country  to  the  west  and  south.  The  expense 
to  the  general  government  of  keeping  troops  stationed  at  the  different  military  posts  for  their  protection 
is  immense.  Your  memorialists  would  therefore  suggest  the  expediency  of  granting  to  each  actual 
settler,  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  the  western  frontier,  one  quarter  section  of  land;  this  would  be 
the  means  of  drawing  to  our  borders  the  hardy  pioneers  of  the  west  in  sufficient  numbers  to  operate  as  a 
barrier  to  Indian  depredations,  and  aflord  ample  protection  to  the  interior  of  our  Territory.  The  lands 
on  our  western  limits  are  at  present  to  the  government  almost  valueless,  being-  situated  in  detached 
parcels,  very  little  of  which  has  as  yet  been  sold.  This,  as  yinir  memorialists  humbly  conceive,  would 
greatly  enhance  the  value  of  tiio  adjoining  lands,  and  give  t(j  the  country  an  improved  and  firm  frontier, 
able  by  its  strength,  and  im|ielled  by  its  interest,  to  resist  encroachments  from  abroad. 

WILLIAM  TRIMBLE,  Spcak'er  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

CHARLES  CALDWELL,  President  of  the  Legislative  Council. 


Approved  November  2,  1831. 


JOHN  POPE. 


22d  Congress.]  No.  925.  [1st  Session. 

APPLICATION    OF    ARKANSAS   FOR  COMPENSATION  TO  AGENTS  FOR  SELECTING  LANDS 

FOR  A  UNIVERSITY  IN  THAT  STATE. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  DECEMBER  19,  1831. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rqji-esentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled: 
The' memorial  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  humbly  showeth  to  your 
honorable  bodies:  That  by  an  act  of  Congress  approved  the  2d  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1827,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  was  authorized  to  set  apart  and  reserve  from  sale,  out  of  any  of  the  public  lands  within 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  or  may  hereafter  be  estingui.shed,  and  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  a  quantity  of  land  not  exceeding  two  entire  townships  for  the  use  and  support  of 
a  university  within  the  said  Territory;  and  your  memorialists  represent  that,  by  a  letter  of  instructions 
from  Richard  Rush,  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  George  Izard,  the  then  governor  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Arkansas,  requiring  him,  as  soon  as  practicable  and  without  unnecessary  delay,  to  select  the  said 
two  townships  of  land  and  set  the  same  apart  for  the  uses  and  purposes  aforesaid;  and  your  memorialists 
further  represent  that,  in  accordance  with  the  said  instructions,  the  governor  appointed  suitable  persons 
as  agents  to  select  the  said  two  townships  of  land  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  above-recited  act, 
and  that  the  said  agents  have  long  since  performed  the  duties  imposed,  on  them,  and  that  for  tlie  services 
performed  by  them   they  have  received  no  compensation  whatever,  and  that  your  memorialists  have  no 
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i'lind  uiidiT  tlicir  uuiitnil  out  of  wliii'h  tliey  can  pay  tlic  suid  ap;('nts;  your  nii'iiioiialists  then-lore  respect- 
fully ask  your  liou<_ir:ilili'  liodies  ti>  pa.ss  an  act  appropriatinj;'  a  sullicieul  sum  ol'  money  for  the  purpose  of 
paying"  the  said  ag'cnts  fur  their  services  rendered  in  selecting-  the  said  two  townships  of  land.  And 
yuur  memorialists  further  pray  that  yotir  honorable  boilies  pass  an  act  giving-  the  legislature  of  said  Territory 
the  power  of  taking-  charge  of  and  making  such  disposition  (jf  said  huuls  as  you  in  your  delilK/ration 
may  think  best  calculati'd  to  oflect  the  object  for  which  the  aforesaid  hind  was  appiopriated;  and,  as  in 
duty  hound,  your  memorialists  will  ever  prav. 

WILLIAM  T1!1M1'>LE,  Sjirdcr  of  thr  IIou^c  of  lie/m'smlatitv^. 

CHARLES  CVLDWELL,  I'resiJrn/  of  lh>^  L'/gMal'm:  CounvU. 

Approvi'd  November  .'!,  1S;>1. 

JOHN    POPE. 


22d  Congress.]  No.    r)26.  [ I^t  Se.ssion . 

APPLICATION  OF  ARKANSAS  TO  BE    ALLOWED    TO    SELL    THE  SALINES  IN  SAID  TERRI- 
TORY, AND  APPLY  THE  PROCEEDS  TO  EDUCATION  OF  ORPHANS,  ETC 

com.\h;nic.\tep  to  thf,  nor,?F,  of  REi'RESEXT.mvES  dece.mder  19,   1831. 

To  the  honorable  (he  S<:nafe  and  Hmt^e  of  Hepre^cnlaliveg  of  the  United  /S?a/c.s  of  America  in  Congress  assenthled: 

Your  memorialists,  the  general  assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  respectfully  represent:  That 
by  the  laws  of  the  United  States  now  in  force  in  this  Territory,  all  salt  springs  and  salines  are  reserved 
from  sale,  and  that  the  salt  springs  and  salines  aforesaid  are  generally  on  lands  unsurvcyed.  Your 
memorialists  also  having-  viewed  with  sympathy  that  unfortunate  class  of  our  fellow  beings  wlio  have 
been  left  without  the  fostering-  hand  of  a  parent,  or  means  to  give  them  that  education  which  is  required 
to  fit  them  fur  the  necessary  stations  to  which  they  may  be  called  in  society — 

^Ve  therefore  pray  that  your  honorable  bodies  may  jiass  a  law  relinquishing-  all  the  salt  S|-iring-s  and 
salines  aforesaid  on  the  public  lands,  with  the  lands  contiguous  thereto  to  this  Territory,  to  be  leased  out 
or  disposed  of  in  sucli  manner  as  you  in  your  wisdom  may  think  most  advisable;  and  that  the  proceeds 
thereof  be  appropriated  exclusively  to  the  education  of  orphans  and  indigent  children  of  the  ditlerent 
counties  in  this  Territory  under  such  regulations  as  the  legislature  of  this  Territory  may,  from  time  to 
time,  adopt;  and  your  memorialists,  as  in  dutv  bound,  will  ever  pra}-. 

WILLIAM  TPvlMBLE,  Sijeafer  of  the  Rouse  of  Representatives. 
CHARLES  CALDWELL,  President  of  the  Leijislatiee  Couneil. 

Approved  November  5,  1831. 

JOHN  POPE. 


22d  Congress.]  No.    927.  [1st  Skssiox. 

APPLICATION    OF    ARKANSAS  FOR  THE    EXTENSION   AND    MODIFICATION  OF   THE  PRE- 
EMPTION LAWS. 

COMMrXIC.\TEn  TO  the  HOT'SE  of   representatives  riECEMBER   19,    1831. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Stales  of  Ameriea  in  Congress  assembled  : 

Your  memorialists,  the  general  assembly  of  the  Territory  (jf  Arkansas,  in  behalf  of  the  citizens  of 
said  Territory,  would  respectfully  represent:  That  the  late  pre-emption  law  passed  by  yuur  honorable  bodies 
during-  the  session  of  1829  was  limited  in  it.s  effects  and  existence  t<j  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  Ma_y,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  one,  from  causes  peculiar  to  the  Territory  has  fallen  far  short  of  pro- 
ducing the  salutary  results  which  the  government  intended  by  its  passage;  many  of  the  earliest  settlers 
of  the  Territory,  by  whose  enterprise  and  adventure  civilizati(jn  has  found  its  way  to  the  wilderness  of 
Arkansas,  have,  either  from  the  fact  that  much  of  the  public  laud  has  not  been  survej'ed,  or  the  surveys, 
if  made,  are  not  approved  of,  been  unable  to  secure  to  themselves  valuable  improvements,  the  proceeds  of 
their  own  industry  for  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years.  The  completion  of  the  public  surveys  has  enabled  the 
citizens  of  almost  every  other  part  of  the  Union  to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefits  of  the  late  pre-emption 
law.  In  Arkansas  it  has  been  otherwise;  numbers  have  beeu  deprived  of  all  participation  in  its  benefits. 
The  tliird  and  fourth  settler  on  the  same  fraction,  or  quarter  section,  has  also  been  unprovided  for;  tlie  act 
only  contemplates  two  residents  on  a  quarter  section;  if  by  casualty  a  greater  number  should  reside  on 
the  same  tract,  all  having  equal  claims,  two  only  are  benefited.  The  resident  on  a  fractional  quarter 
section  often,  twenty,  or  thirty  acres,  is,  by  the  late  law,  confined  to  his  fraction,  and  cannot  enter  more, 
when  liis  more  fortunate  neighbor  who  chances  to  reside  on  a  full  quarter  section  has  a  right  to  enter  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres.     These  unequal  distributions  (jf  the  lienefits  of  the  law  your  memorialists  would 
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retipectfully  represent  as  calling  iVir  a  renewal  of  the  law  on  the  subject  in  such  form  as  to  give  each 
citizen  equal  rights. 

Your  meniurialists  would  further  represent  tiiat  tlie  emigration  of  the  Indian  tribes  to  the  western 
frontier  of  the  Territory'  will,  in  a  short  time,  increase  the  Indian  popuJaticjn  on  our  western  boundary'  to 
an  aggregate  greatly  exceeding  the  population  of  the  Territory.  This  fact  makes  any  inducement  that  is 
offered  to  the  emigrant  to  the  Territory,  and  every  privilege  that  is  enjoyed  by  the  citizen,  a  subject  of 
deep  interest  to  tiie  people  of  the  Territory.  Ninnbers  and  a  dense  population  are  tiie  best  protection 
against  incursions  and  disturbances  from  this  powerful  and  excitable  mass  of  Indian  population.  And 
if  the  lands  more  innnediately  contiguous  to  this  increasing  and  formidable  power  were  vested  in  the 
individuals  hjcatcd  thereon,  it  would  ci-eate  a  permanent  and  almost  insuperable  barrier  to  tlie  aggressions 
and  inroads  to  which  wo  are  otherwise  liable.  It  would  also  tend  greatly  to  relieve  the  government  from 
the  charge  of  protecting  this  frontier,  and  curtail  the  present  disliursements  for  that  object. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  respectfully  solicit  tliat  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  would  take 
into  consideration — 

1.  The  i)ropriety  of  reviving  the  late  pre-emption  law  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

2.  The  propriety  of  extending  it  to  all  settlers  on  public  lands  prior  to  their  being  offered  for  sale. 

3.  Of  giving  those  resident  on  unsurvej-ed  lands,  or  lands  the  surveys  of  which  have  not  been 
approved,  the  benefit  of  the  law,  and  enabling  tliem  to  perfect  the  title  to  the  same. 

4.  The  propriety  of  giving  to  one  or  any  number  of  settlers  on  the  same  quarter,  or  fractional  quarter, 
an  equal  riglit  to  enter  tlie  like  quantity  of  land  elsewhere 

5.  The  expediency  of  allowing  claimants  of  pre-emption  to  make  proof  of  their  rights  under  the  law 
before  justices  of  the  peace,  or  the  most  convenient  judicial  officer,  to  save  the  trouble  and  expense  of 
making  such  proof  at  a  great  distance  from  the  residence  of  tiie  claimant. 

6.  The  propriety  of  reducing  the  quantity  of  land  to  be  located  or  entered  to  forty  acres,  and  make 
such  enactment,  in  relation  to  the  premises,  as  may  lie  considered  most  conducive  to  the  interests  and 
prosperity  of  the  citizens  of  this  community. 

And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

^V1LLIAM  TRIMBLE,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

CH.VKLES  CALDWELL,  President  of  the  Legislative  Council. 
Approved  November  3,  ISol. 

JOHN  POPE. 


22d    Congress.]  No.   928.  .  [1st  Session. 

FOR  CORRECTION  OP  A  MISTAKE  IN  ENTERING  A  QUARTER  SECTION  OF  LAND. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESE.\TATr\'ES    DECEMBER    19,   1831.  '' 

Mr.  Mardis,  from   the  Committee  on   Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joseph 

•Kaiuber,  reported: 

That  the  petitioner  alleges  a  mistake  in  the  entry  of  a  quarter  section  of  land,  situated  in  the  St. 
Stephen's  land  district,  Alabama;  that  the  petitioner  is  illiterate,  and  in  very  indigent  circumstances; 
that  he  applied  to  one  John  G.  Skinner  to  take  the  numbers  of  the  land  for  petitioner;  that  Mr.  Skinner 
made  a  mistake  in  the  number  of  the  piece  of  land  that  petitioner  wanted;  that  the  land  entered  is  worth 
nothing,  and  that  the  tract  intended  to  have  been  entered  has  been  entered  by  another  individual.  The 
petitioner  prays  that  his  money  may  be  refunded,  or  that  he  be  permitted  to  enter  other  lands  with 
the  same  money.  Petitioner  swears  to  the  facts  stated.  Other  individuals  state  that  the  petitioner  is 
highly  respectable;  from  all  (_if  which,  the  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  is 
reasonable,  and  ought  to  be  granted,  and  report  a  liill  for  the  relief  of  tli(>  petitioner. 


22n   Congress.]  No.    929.  [1st  Session. 

APPLICATION  OF  FLORIDA  FOR  PERMISSION  TO  LOCATE  OTHER  LAND  IN  LIEU  OF 
SIXTEENTH  SECTIONS,  NOT  WORTH  ONE  DOLLAR  AND  TWENTY-FIVE  CENTS  PER 
ACRE. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENT.\TIVES    DECEMBER    19,    1831. 

Whereas  the  subject  of  general  education  is  one  of  high  and  vital  importance  to  the  people  of  this 
Territory,  and  deserves  the  especial  attention  of  those  who  have  the  enactment  of  laws  for  their  welfare; 
and  whereas  the  national  government,  in  furtherance  of  the  important  object  of  affording'  the  means  of 
acquiring  knowledge  equally  to  all  the  people  of  Florida,  has  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of 
eacii  township  the  sixteenth  sections  of  land;  and  whereas,  by  reason  of  the  peculiar  character  of  the  lands 
of  this  Territory,  in  their  unequal  fertility,  the  donation  in  many  townships  has  been  rendered  entirely 
valueless,  and  as  public  munificence  should  be  bestowed  as  public  exactions  are  levied — equally  upon  all: 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  That  our  delegate  in  Congress  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  procure  the 
passage  of  a  law  authorizing  the  appointment  by  the  legislative  council  of  nine  commissioners — three  from 
East,  three  from  Middh>.  and  three  from  West  Florida — who,  upon  the  application  of  the  inhabitants  of  any 
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township  in  their  respect ivo  districts,  shall  examine  the  sixteenth  section  thereof,  and  if  tiie  same  shall 
not  lie  considered  of  the  valne  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  that  the  said  coniniissioners 
may  locate  for  such  townships  any  other  section  of  land  in  said  i  list  rid,  for  tin  ■  pnrp'isc  iiri.i;-inally  iiiti-iidcil." 

A  true  copy  of  a  resolntinii  adopted  I'V  the  legislative  council  of  Fhirida  i.n  tln'  l.'ith  Fehruaiy,  ls:il. 
Test:  ' 

JOIIX    K.  CAMl'I'.ELl.,   <7rr/,: 


22d  CoxGRESs.]  No.    930.  [IstSession^ 

OX    (•  L  A  I,M    T  O    L  A  X  0    1  X    L  O  F  I  >  I  A  X  A . 

CUMMrS'ICATKD    To    THf:    HOUSE    OK    RErRESEXTATIVES    DECEMBf:R    20,     1831. 

Mr.  Bi'LL.vuD,  from    the  f'onuaittce  on   Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  jietitiou  of  Prosper 

Marigny,  reported: 

That  the  tract  of  land  claimed  by  the  petitioner  has  been  in  the  actual  occupancy  and  cultivation  of 
himself  and  of  those  tlirou.i;'h  whom  he  derives  title  for  more  than  lifty  years;  that  it  was  originally 
g-ranted  to  De  Bienville,  one  of  the  earliest  French  g'overnorS  of  the  province  of  Louisiana,  by  tlie  company 
t)f  the  Indias,  and  as  early  as  174(5  was  sold  by  him  to  the  person  under  whom  the  petitioner  claims;  during 
the  existence  of  the  French  and  Spanish  governments  in  Louisiana,  it  was  always  regarded  as  private 
property.  In  common  with  many  other  ancient  inhabitants  of  that  Territory,  the  owners  at  that  time, 
reposing  on  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  cession  that  private  property-  w(jald  be  respected,  and  not 
aware  i:)f  the  condition  required  of  tlieni  by  the  American  government,  or  of  the  regulations  of  land  otlices, 
took  no  steps  to  have  the  claim  contirmed  li_v  the  commissioners.  The  consequence  is  that  the  oldest  grants 
in  the  country,  and  this  among  them,  are  liable  to  be  bnmght  under  the  hammer  as  a  part  of  the  public 
domain.  Tlie  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  title  of  the  petitioner  should  be  confirmed,  and  report  a 
bill  accordingly. 


22d  Congress.]  No.  931.  [1st  Session. 

0  N    C  L  .V  I  M  S    T  O    L  A  X  D    IX    L  0  F  I  S  I  A  X  A  . 

COMMr.VICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESEKT.iTIVES    DECEMBER    20,     1831. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referreil  the  claim  of  John 

McDonogh,  reported: 

That  John  McDonogh  claims  four  tracts  of  land  in  the  district  west  of  Pearl  river,  in  Louisiana,  which 
are  embraced  in  the  report  of  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  at  St  Helena  cijurt-liouse,  dated 
the  4th  of  December,  1830,  and  which  accompanies  this  report.* 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  four  tracts  of  land  therein  specified, 
and  report  a  bill  for  his  relief. 


22d  Congress.]  No.    932.  [1st  Session. 

APPLICATIOX  OF  ILLIXOIS  TO  BE  ALLOWED  TO  RELIXQUISH  THE  SIXTEENTH  SECTIONS 
THAT  ARE  UXFIT  FOR  CULTIVATIOX,  AXD  TO  LOCATE  OTHER  LANDS  IN  LIEU 
THEREOF. 

COSniUNICATED    TO    THE    3EN.\TE    DECEUBER    20.     1831. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Eepresentatires  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled : 

The  memorial  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois  respectfully  represents:  That  by  an  act 
of  Congress,  entitled  "  An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  Illinois  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,"  passed  on  the  ISth  of  April,  1818,  in  consideration  that  every  tract  of  land  sold  by  the  L'nited  States 
from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  Januarj',  1819,  should  remain  exempt  from  taxation  under  any  authority  of 
the  State  for  five  years;  and  as  a  further  consideration,  that  the  bounty  lands  granted  for  military  ser- 

°For  this  report  see  No.  8C8,  ante. 
VOL  VI 41  E 
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vices  diiriii"-  the  late  war,  while  held  by  the  patentees  or  their  heirs,  should  not  be  taxed  for  three  years; 
that  section  sixteen  in  every  townshij)  should  be  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  such  township  for  the  use 
of  schools.     The  cniisidoration  for  an  exemption  from  taxation  was  not  limited  to  section  sixteen,  but 
extended  to  other  objects,  which  are  not  necessary  to  be  specially  noticed  in  this  memorial.     Tiiese  several 
propositions  were  submitted  to  the  acceptance  of  the  people  of  the  Territory  through  their  representatives, 
when  convened  for  the  formation  of  a  constitution  and  the  adoption  of  a  State  government.    By  an  ordinance 
which  was  consequent  upon  the  formation  of  a  State  government,  the  propositions  submitted,  as  well  as 
the  Conditions  annexed  to  them,  were  irrevocably  acquiesced  in,  and  the  State  is  more  immutably  bound 
by  that  compact  than  by  the  C(.)nstitution  itself.     These  terms  seem  to  have  been  submitted  on  the  part  of 
Cono-ress  for  two  distinct  purposes:  1st.  Because  an  exemption  from  taxation  would  enable  the  govern- 
ment to  sell   more  of  the  public  lands,  and  with  more  facility  than  would  exist  otlierwise,  the  exemption 
from  taxation  operating  as  an  incentive  to  purchase.     2d.  Section  sixteen  was  proposed  by  Congress,  and 
a  specific  appropriation  asked  for  it  by  her,  which  was  acquiesced  in  by  the  State.     It  was  not  proposed 
as  one  of  the  resources  of  the  State  treasury,  but  as  a  part  of  the  equivalent  for  the  surrender  of  the  right 
of  taxation,  which  should  be  applied  exclusively  to  the  use  of  schools  in  the  townships  respectively.     It  is 
evident,  therefore,  that  Congress  intended  the  grant  as  a  substantial  and  practical  benelit,  which  it  was 
anticipated  would  be  realized  by  the  inhabitants  of  each  township'  as  a  means  of  educating  their  youth. 
The  framers  of  our  constitution,  animated  by  motives  of  equal  benevolence,  and  deeply  interested  for  the 
young  population  that  was  to  follow  them,  accepted  the  proposition  and  secured  it  as  a  bounty  to  their 
youth,  under  a  guaranty  the  least  of  all  others  subject  to  the  vicissitudes  of  legislation.     If  this  subject 
is  to  be  viewed  apart  from  every  consideration  of  munificence,  and  examined  simply  as  a  contract  in  which 
the  consideration  involved  is  its  leading  feature,  the  good  faith  of  the  parties  is  not  preserved  in  fact, 
notwithstanding  the  intention  was  evidently  dilferent.     It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  inquire  what  advan- 
tages the  government,  or  the  purchasers  under  the  government,  have  derived  from  an  exemption  from 
taxation.     The  consequence  of  the  contract  ie  a  direct  loss  to  the  State,  that  is  annually  realized,  of  a 
determinate  amount.     And  although  the  precise  extent  of  that  loss  annually  may  not  be  known,  yet  the 
certainty  of  its  existence  cannot  be  questioned,  and  was  fully  known  at  the  time  of  the  contract  by  the 
parties.     Thus  the  govermnent  is  constantly  realizing  the  consideration  promised  on  the  part  of  the  State, 
when  it  is  certain  that  on  the  part  of  the  government  it  has  failed,  as  to  section  sixteen,  to  four-fifths  of 
the  amount  originally  contemplated  by  the  parties.     It  never  can  be  supposed  that  the  government  meant 
to  give  lands  (especially  under  the  assumption  of  a  fair  and  valuable  consideration  for  a  conceded  right 
on  our  part)  tliat  were  totally  sterile,  lUJproductive,  or  unfit  for  cultivation,  or  that  the   State   meant  to 
receive  such.     Under  this  state  of  facts,  would  not  the  government  ft.'el  herself  bound  to  repair  the  con- 
sideration of  a  contract  in  which  her  faith  is  involved,  and  which  has  to  so  great  an  extent  failed.     But 
your  memorialists  believe  that  it  is  a  case  in  which  the  cold  interpretation  of  the  mere  terms  of  a  contract 
is  not  required  to  procure  a  recognition  of  this  claim  or  its  ratification  by  Congress.     In  a  government 
constituted  as  ours,  whose  perpetuity  depends  on  the  extent  and  diffusion  of  useful  knowledge  among  its 
citizens,  every  means  that  is  calculated  to  improve  the  young  mind  is  alike  due  to  our  youth  from  her 
benevolence  and  wisdom;  and  we  have  the  repeated  examples  C)f  congressional  legislation  before  us  to 
assure  ourselves  that  these  views  have  long  since  made  a  prominent  feature  of  the  national  policy.     It  is 
not  for  ourselves  that  we  raise  this  petition;  it  is  in  behalf  of  those  wlio  are  to  live  after  us,  and  to  whom, 
in  part,  the  destinies  of  this  great  nation  are  to  be  committed.     Ciongress  seemed  to  have  reasoned  thus 
when  she  proposed  tlie  grant  in  question;  she  felt  the  necessity  of  making  the  system  of  education  more 
diffusive,  and  therefore  fostered  it  herself  where  it  could  not  aid  or  sustain  itself.     The  State  fully  recip- 
rocates these  motives  and  views;  and  the  legislature,  acting  as  the  guardian  power  of  the  State  over  this 
right  mutually  secured  bj'  Congress  and  the  framers  of  our  Constitution  exclusively  to  our  youth,  ask 
Congress  to  sustain  the  grant,  where  it  has  failed,  to  the  full  extent  and  design  of  those  by  whom  it  was 
made  and  by  whom  it  was  received.     The  lands  in  question  would  have  been  equal  to  the  establishment 
of  a  complete  s3-stem  of  common  schools,  had  all  those  sections  been  of  the  quality  anticipated;  they  would 
probably  have  been  productive  of  more  than  two  millions  of  dollars,  but  as  they  are  they  will  not  probably 
yield  more  than  one-fifth  part  of  that  amount. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  with  the  respect  becoming  the  subject,  in  behalf  of  their  constituents 
ask  Congress  to  pass  a  law  giving  to  the  State  the  right  to  surrender  such  of  sections  sixteen  in  the 
different  townships  as  are  unavailable,  with  leave  to  select  and  locate  an  equivalent  number  of  unappro- 
priated sections  elsewhere  in  the  State. 

WM.  LEE  D.  EWIXG,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

ZADOK  CASEY,  Speaker  of  the  Senale. 
Janu.^ry  19,  1831. 


22d   Congress.]  No.    933.  [1st  Session. 

ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COMMU.VICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    DECEMBER    22,    1831. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 

Arnaud  Lanaux,  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  reported: 

That  the  petitioner  asks  of  Congress  a  confirmation  of  his  claim  to  a  tract  of  land  lying  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Mississippi,  of  eight  arpents  in  front  and  forty  arpcnts  in  depth,  ten  leagues  below  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  at  a  place  called  the  English  Turn.  It  appears  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee,  from 
the  depositions  of  Severin  Laussier  and  D.  Bouligny,  that  the  claimant,  and  those  under  whom  he  claims, 
have  been  in  the  actual  occupancy  of  the  same  for  tlie  last  forty  or  5fty  years,  and  cultivated  the  same; 
and  that  the  land  claimed  constitutes  a  part  of  the  sugar  plantation  now  in  the  possession  of  the  claimant. 


1831. 


CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    L  0  l' 1  S  1  A  \  A  .  323 


It  fui-tber  appoiirs  fVoiii  t!ie  ccrtiruMte  of  the  roR-istiT  nf  llic  Iriml  n([\i-v  a(    New  Oiloiuis  that  thcro  is 
aiiinii!;-   the   papers  iHed  in  liis  oiliee  a  patent  fel'  (lie  land  nn\v  claimcil    as   thr    p[npi-ity  (if  the   |ietitiiiner, 

beariii!:;'  ilati^  Marrli  5,  1704,  to l>ehiver,u'ne,  whieh  ree<jo'ni/,es  title  to  the  present  claini,  unilcr  whuni 

tlie  petitiontT  ehiinis;  luit  tliere  is  no  renMilai- eiiaiii  of  conveyanees  ]iro(liie<Ml  from  the  [latt'nli'c  to  the 
present  elainiant;  nor  is  any  reason  assig-ned  for  the  omission  to  tile  liis  claim  witii  tlie  eominissioners  of 
the  land  oftice,  who  iuive  been  at  various  times  heretofore  antiiorized  to  act  upon  sueli  elainis  ami  eonlirm 
titles  farther  than  the  one  g'iven  by  the  elaimant  in  his  petition,  that  he  was  ndt  aware  nf  tho  necessity 
(if  so  doin"'  nntil  since  tlie  time  elaiised  in  wliich  the  commissioners  of  the  I  nited  Stales  were  authorized 

to  act. 

The  committee  are  of  npininn   that    the  claim  nl    the  I  nited    Stales   shnuld    be    relimjuished,  and    the 
claimant  confirmed  in  his  title  to  tla^  same;  and  thei'efere  report  a  liill  fur  his  relief. 


22d  CoN-GRESS.]  ^'o-   934.  [1st  Session-. 

IX  FAVOR  OF  ALLOWIXti   PAYMENT  TO  BE  COMPLETED  OX   LAXD  WllK'lt  HAD  PEVERTEI) 

FOR  XOX-PAYMEXT. 

CoMMrXlCATEn    TO    THE    IKH'SE    OF    KEIMtESEXT.VTIVES    nKCEMT.EH    22,    1831. 

Mr.  Marsh.vll,  fri.im  the  Coimnittee  on  Private   Land  Claims,  to  wlu.im  was  referred  the  [letition  of  Allen 
W.  Hardie,  of  the  city  of  Xew  York,  reported: 

That  the  petitioner  prays  lo  be  allowed  to  complete  the  payments  and  iibtain  juitents  for  two  (piarter 
sections  of  land  in  the  district  west  of  Pearl  river,  which  he  claims  right  to  d(.i  as  assignee  of  the  orig-inal 
certificates  of  purchase  issued  in  1818  to  Abram  Lundy,  who  in  that  year  purchased  the  two  quarter 
sections  at  two  dollars  per  acre  for  each,  and  paid  one-fourth  of  the  price,  the  remaining  three-fourths 
being  still  unpaid.  It  appears  that  X'athaniel  Kimball,  who  w'as  the  holder  by  assignment  of  the  said 
certificates,  received  in  July,  1830,  in  answer  t(.i  a  letter  of  imiuiry  relative  to  the  said  two  quarter 
sections,  addressed  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Oftice,  a  letter  from  the  chief  clerk  in  said 
office,  (during  the  illness  of  the  Commissioner,)  informing  him  that  he  could  now  complete  his  payments 
under  the  act  of  Congress  passed  at  the  previous  session,  a  copy  of  which  was  enclosed,  and  which 
appears  to  be  the  act  of  March  31,  1830,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  public  lands,  and 
for  the  suppression  of  fraudulent  practices  at  the  public  sales  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States;"  that 
Kimball  cxliibited  this  letter  to  the  petitioner,  who,  in  full  reliance  upon,  and  induced  by  the  infirmation 
it  contained,  purchased  the  two  certificates  from  Kimball  for  a  propertj'  consideration  C(piivalent  to  more 
than  two  thousand  dollars;  but  upon  afterwards  applying  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
for  information  as  to  the  time,  manner,  and  amount  of  the  payments  to  be  made  for  said  land,  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  said  act  of  March  31,  1830,  he  was  in  substance  informed  that  his  case  was  not 
embraced  by  that  act;  that  there  was  no  law  under  which  he  could  complete  the  payments,  and  that  the 
first  information  had  been  given  under  the  erroneous  impression  that  there  had  been  a  further  credit  on 
the  lands  in  question  which  had  reverted  to  the  United  States;  whereupon  the  petitioner,  stating  his 
readiness,  and  offering  to  complete  the  payments  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  above-mentioned  act 
of  1830,  prays  for  a  special  act  permitting  liim  to  do  so. 

The  committee  have  ascertained  from  the  General  Land  Office  that,  in  C(inse(juenee  of  these  facts, 
the  lands  to  which  the  petition  relates  have  been  withheld  tixnn  sale.  Under  all  the  circumstances,  they 
are  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  granted,  and  to  that  end  report  a  bill  for  his 
relief. 


22d  Coxgress.  No.    935.  [1st  Session. 

0  \    C  L  A  1  M    T  O    I-  A  X  D    I  N    L  0  U  I  S  I  A  X  A  . 

COMMCXIC.VTED    To    THE    HijESE    OF    REFRESENT.iTIVES    PECE.MBER    22,    1831. 

Mr.  Bi'LLARD,  from  the  Committee  on   Private   Land  Claims,  to  wlmni  was  referred   tlie  petition  of  ,T(.iseph 

Soniat  Dufossat,  reported: 

That  it  appears  by  the  documents  accompanying  the  petition  that,  on  the  7th  of  June,  1762,  J.  Desruis- 
saux  presente(i  his  petition  to  De  Kerlerec,  at  that  time  governor  of  the  province  of  Louisiana,  and 
Faucault,  director  or  ordonnateur  of  the  same,  in  which  he  represents  that,  having  some  years  before 
established  a  so.ick  farm  on  an  island  in  Lake  Ponchartrain,  on  the  left  of  the  place  called  Les  Coqiiillfs, 
two  leagues  in  length,  and  one  and  a  half  in  breadth,  extending  as  far  as  the  outlet  of  the  Rigolets;  that 
he  had  alreadj'  built  a  house  and  placed  a  considerable  stock  there,  which  he  states  had  been  done  with 
permission  from  the  governor,  to  whom  the  petition  is  presented;  ho  asks  a  regular  concession  of  the 
island. 


324  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  936. 

On  tlie  2d  of  June,  1702,  Louis  de  Kerleiec,  the  governor,  and  Dennis  Nicolas  Faucault,  acting-  as 
commissaire  ordonnatevr,  under  tlieir  seals,  grant  to  the  petitioner  the  island  above  described,  reciting 
that  the  establishment  alreadj'  made  was  by  their  previous  verbal  permission.  They  grant  him  the  island 
in  full  property  for  himself  and  his  heirs,  but  on  condition  that  he  shall  continue  the  establishment  already 
made:  and  if  not,  and  in  default  thereof  within  one  year  from  the  date,  it  shall  revert  to  the  domain  of 
the  King.  They  also  impose  on  the  grantee  the  obligation  of  paying  the  droits  seigneuriaux,  if  any  should 
be  imposed;  and  reserving  besides,  for  his  Majesty,  all  the  limber  necessary  for  the  construction  of  forti- 
ficaticins,  magazines,  and  other  works  which  are  or  may  be  ordered,  and  for  the  repair  of  public  vessels. 

The  authenticitj'  of  this  grant  is  certified,  after  the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  Spain,  by  the  notary  of 
the  government,  Juan  Bautista  Garie,  whose  certilicate  bears  date  June  3,  1776;  and  he  farther  certilies 
that  the  grant  conforms  to  the  usages  of  granting  lands  under  the  ])receding  government.  It  appears 
that  in  1791  a  contest  arose  between  the  heirs  of  the  grantee  and  one  Killieux  in  lelation  to  the  owner- 
ship of  the  island,  and  tiiat  a  suit  was  at  that  period  pending  between  them.  The  testimony  of  witnesses, 
which,  according  to  the  usages  of  Spanish  tribunals  is  reduced  to  writing,  accompanies  tlie  petition,  and 
goes  to  show  how  far  the  grantee  complied  with  the  conditions  bj'  continuing  his  establishment  on  the 
island. 

One  witness  testifies  that  Dcsruissaus  built  a  two-story  house  and  lived  on  the  island;  another,  that 
he  knows  that  Desruissaux  inhaliitcd  the  island,  and  never  heard  that  it  belonged  to  any  other  person. 
Another  witness  testifies  that  for  thirt_v-five  years  preceding  the  year  1791  the  island  had  belonged  lo 
Desruissaux,  he  having  purchased  it  of  the  Biloiii  Indians;  that  he  Ijuilt  a  house  and  negro  cabins,  and 
raised  crops  on  it  and  kept  a  stock  there.  Another  witness  states  that,  in  1773,  he  was  on  the  island, 
saw  a  house  and  orange  trees,  as  well  as  other  fruit  trees,  and  that  it  belonged  to  Desruissaux;  and 
some  of  them  state  that  the  island  at  tliat  time  was  called  Desruissaux's  island. 

It  appears  that  on  the  25th  of  April,  1791,  the  parties  came  to  a  compromise,  by  which  the  heirs  of 
the  grantee  relinquished  their  rights  to  the  defendant,  Vincent  Killieux,  in  consideration  of  one  thousand 
dollars;  and  thereupon  a  decree  was  entered  by  the  lieutenant  governor  and  auditor  of  war,  Don  Nicolas 
Maria  Vidal,  confirming  the  title  of  Killieux  to  the  land. 

From  Killieux  to  tlie  present  claimant  the  chain  of  conveyances  is  complete. 

The  land  claimed  by  the  petitioner  and  covered  by  the  grant  to  Desruissaux  having  been  recognized 
by  a  court  of  competent  authority,  before  the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  the  United  States,  as  the  private 
property  of  Killieux,  appears  to  the  committee  to  be  guarantied  to  its  legitimate  owner  by  the  third  article 
of  the  treaty  of  cession,  by  which  it  is  stipulated  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be 
ultimately  incorporated  in  tiie  Union;  and  that  "in  the  meantime  they  shall  be  maintained  and  protected 
in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  lilierty,  property,  and  the  religion  which  they  profess." 

But  it  appears  that  the  patent  has  not  heretofore  been  recognized  by  the  United  States,  and  the  land 
covered  by  the  patent  is  liable  to  be  sold  and  surveyed  as  a  part  of  the  public  domain.  The  committee, 
therefore,  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  claimant. 


22d  Con(;ress.1  No.    936.  [1st  Session. 

ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

C<1J1MIXICATF,D    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESEXT.UIVES    DECEMBER    22,    1831. 

Mr.  Carr,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
John  II.  Thomas,  of  St.  Martin,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  reported: 

The  petitioner  states  that  he  is  the  owner  of  twelve  hundred  arpcnts  of  land,  which  is  described  in  the 
report  of  the  United  States  commissioners.  No.  1114,  in  class  No.  9.  He  claims  under  Antoine  Patin,  in 
whose  name  it  was  entered  with  the  commissioner  for  confirmatidn,  at  Opelousas,  in  said  State.  The 
evidence  of  Pierre  Moreau,  who  is  represented  as  a  credible  man,  shows  that  Patin,  from  the  year  1789 
to  1803  or  1804,  occupied  said  tract  of  land  as  a  vacherie,  and  that  his  negroes  inhabited  and  cultivated 
a  part  of  the  land  in  ijuestion.  He  also  swears  that  he  recollects  to  have  seen  an  order  of  survey  fVir 
said  land,  signed  liy  Miro,  governor  of  Louisiana,  in  favor  of  said  Patin,  but  which  he  has  reason  to  believe 
was  lost.  Another  witness  also  swore  that  he  resided  on  the  land  for  seven  or  eight  years  preceding 
1813,  by  Patin's  permission,  and  that  about  seventeen  (jr  eighteen  years  previous  to  his  occupancy,  the 
negroes  of  Patin  occupied  it  as  a  vacherie,  and  that,  from  the  marks  of  culture  when  he  took  possession, 
it  must  have  been  cultivated.  Patin,  who  is  proven  to  be  a  man  of  respectability,  swears  that,  about  45 
or  50  years  since,  he  applied  to  the  Spanish  government,  through  the  commandant,  for  a  tract  of  land  at 
Attakapas,  which  is  described  in  No.  1114  of  the  claims  upon  which  rei)orts  were  made  to  Congress  by 
the  commissioners  of  the  land  ofiicc  at  Opelousas,  which  tract  is  therein  designated  as  entry  No.  78,  class  9. 
He  states  that  the  said  commandant  drew  his  petition  and  recommended  it  to  his  government  in  his 
capacity  as  commandant;  and  that  he  obtained  an  order  of  survey  upon  it,  signed  by  Miro,  then  governor 
of  Louisiana,  directing  a  surveyor  to  put  him  in  possession  of  the  land  so  conceded  to  him,  and  that  he 
used  it  as  a  vacherie  for  many  years  previous  to  the  change  of  government  in  1803,  by  which  the  country 
passed  to  the  United  States.  He  states  tliat  the  concession  has  been  lost;  that  he  has  no  interest  what- 
ever in  said  land,  having  long  since  sold  it;  and  that  tlie  petitioner  is  now  the  true  owner.  The  register 
of  the  land  office  of  the  western  district  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  proves  that  tliere  is  no  other  record  of 
any  other  grant  to  said  Patin  as  original  proprietor.  The  evidence  is  clear  that  said  tract  of  land  has 
been  inhabited  and  cultivated  since  the  year  1789,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  years. 

Upon  this  state  of  facts,  the  committees  are  of  opinion  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  land  claimed 
by  him  under  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  March  2,  1805,  and  report  a  bill  for  his  relief. 
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22d  .CoNGKF.ss.]  JNo.    \).yt.  [1st  Session'. 

OX    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN     I,  ()  L  I  S  I  A  X  A  . 
coMMrNU'ATi'.n  TO  Tin;   iiiirsi:  (IF  i:i:rKF.SENTATivKs  hf.cicmber 'ii,  ls:!L 

Mr.  l?i"LL.\i:n,  tVnm  (he  ('(Hiiniiltrc  nri  I'rivali'  Laiiil  Claims,  In  wlimii  was   rctcricd    lln'  |ictitiiiii   nl'  Cricstiii 

Cliiapella,  rciiiiilcil: 

Tliat  tlio  pctitiuiicr  lias  .slmwii,  tn  the  satislaction  uf  the  romniiltec,  tliat  lie  and  tlmsc  iiiidcr  wlinni  lie 
liolds  liavo  pdssossed  a  plantation  on  the  Mississiiipi,  ubont  nine  miles  lielow  the  city  of  New  <.)rlcans,  I'ui- 
more  than  half  a  centni-y;  that  it  contains,  aecordinu,-  to  a  survey  made  liy  a  depnty  surveyor  of  the 
United  States,  to  whom  the  original  titles  were  e.xhiliited,  the  quantity  of  tiiree  thousand  and  eighty-seven 
acres:  that  a  part  of  it  is  possessed  by  virtue  (if  a  French  grant,  dated  July  8,  1723,  in  favor  of  "jose])h 
Laloire,  and  another  French  grant  in  favor  of  Joseph  Laloire,  dated  January  2,  1767.  Another  part  is 
held  by  virtue  of  a  French  grant  to  Sieur.  Chaperon,  dated  January  23,  1759.  The  title  to  the  remnant 
is  shown  by  the  recognition  of  the  French  governor,  as  having  been  the  property  of  Chaperon  since  the 
year  1723. 

It  ajipears  by  the  certilicute  of  the  register  of  the  land  ollice  at  New  (Jrli'ans  th;it  the  I'rench  grants 
above  referred  to  are  recorded  in  his  ollice,  and  the  earliest  one  mentioned,  to  wit,  that  dated  .lulv  8, 
1723,  has  been  exhibited  to  him,  and  is  by  him  pronounced  genuine. 

It  is  proved  by  res|icctable  witnesses  that  this  plantation  is  one  of  the  oldest  on  the  river;  has  boon 
cultivated,  to  the  knowledge  of  the  witnesses,  since  the  year  1782,  and  has  always  been  considered  as  the 
private  property  of  Chiapella. 

It  appears  by  a  certificate  of  Mr.  Phelps  that  the  original  French  patents  were  exhibited  to  him  when 
he  made  the  survey. 

The  committee  is  of  opinion  that  if  this  claim  had  been  presented  to  t!ie  commissioners  of  the  land 
office,  supported  by  the  evidence  now  ottered  to  the  committee,  the  claimant  would  have  been  entitled  to 
a  certificate  for  the  quantity  of  land  claimed  by  him,  and  that,  therefore,  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
to  be  granted,  and  they  accordingly  report  a  bill  for  liis  relief. 


22d  Con-i;re.^s.T  'No.    938.  [1st  Ses.'^ion. 

OX  THE  APPLICATION  OF  PURCHASERS  OF  THE   PUBLIC  LAXDS  WHO   HAVE  FORFEITED 
LANDS  FOR  XOX-PAYMEXT  FOR  FURTHER  RELIEF. 

CmM.MUNIC.^TEI)    to    the    house    of    PlErRESEXTATIVES    riECE>ri!ER    22,    1831. 

Mr.  Hunt,  from  tlie  Conniiittee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the   )ictitiou  of  certain  pers(,)ns  in 
Alabama  who  were  purchasers  of  the  public  lands  at  the  sales  at  Iluntsvillo  in  1818,  reported: 

That  the  committee  are  well  satislieil  that  it  is  true,  as  represented  in  said  petition,  a  groat  inequality 
exists  among  the  purchasers  of  the  public  lands  prejudicial  to  those  who  bought  and  paid  for  their  lands 
at  high  prices  previous  to  the  passage  of  the  relief  laws,  and  favorable  to  those  who  omitted  to  comply 
with  the  terms  of  their  contracts,  and  who  have,  and  under  the  indulgence  of  these  laws,  secured  a  title 
at  very  reduced  prices.  This  inequality,  liowever,  which  is  much  to  be  lamented,  arises  not  from  the 
relief  laws,  but  from  other  causes  which  were  not  foreseen,  and  over  which  the  government  had  no 
control.  Without  the  benefit  atVorded  by  these  laws,  the  inequality  among  the  contractors  for  the  public 
lands  would  have  been  more  glarin.g,  and  the  condition  of  those  wIkj  have  availed  themselves  of  the  relief 
proifercd  would  have  been  most  lamentable  and  aggravated.  Many  who  had  made  contracts  for  land 
above  the  government  price  previous  to  1820  were  unable,  in  consequence  of  the  great  and  unforeseen 
depreciation  of  property,  to  complete  their  payments,  and,  without  any  culpable  neglect  of  theirs,  forfeited 
not  only  the  land  purchased  but  the  money  that  had  been  paid.  To  this  numenjus  class  of  unfortunate 
purchasers,  thus  deprived  of  their  all,  government  has,  by  several  acts  of  legislation,  aftorded  relief,  by 
opening  the  right  and  extending  the  time  of  payment,  by  reducing  the  price,  and  by  permitting  part  of 
the  land  included  in  the  purchase  to  be  relinquished  and  the  remaining  part  to  be  retained.  But  in  no 
case  has  the  g'overnmcnt  consented  to  substitute  a  new  contract  upon  more  favorable  terms  for  one  that 
has  been  completely  executed,  or  ever  refunded  any  part  of  the  consideration  monej'  paid  for  land,  or 
granted  scrip  or  given  other  gratuity  to  the  purchasers.  The  payments  made  bj-  the  petitioners  were  in 
pursuance  of  tlieir  own  voluntary  and  express  contracts,  and  the  price  which  they  gave  was  no  more 
than  the  fair  value  of  the  land,  as  generally  estimated,  at  the  time  of  the  contract.  The  great  and  unex- 
pected depreciation  in  price  which  subsequently  occurred  was  not  confined  to  Alabama,  but  extended 
throughout  tlie  whole  country,  and  aflected  almost  every  descriptiijn  of  property. 

To  comply  witlr  the  request  of  the  petitioners  would  introduce  a  novel  principle  in  our  legislation, 
that  would  extend  to  all  purchases  above  the"  present  or  any  future  minimum  price,  would  disturb  contracts 
that  have  long  been  closed,  open  the  door  to  an  infinite  variety  of  claims  not  onlj'  from  the  original  pur- 
chasers, but  their  heirs  and  assigns,  create  immense  expense  and  embarrassment  to  the  government, 
without  doing  equal  justice  or  giving-  satisfaction  to  tlie  claimants. 

The  cijmmittee  submit  the  following  resolution: 

iit'so^i-ftf,.  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners. 
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22d  Congress.]  Ko.  939.  [1st  Session. 

ON    CLAIM    OF    A    CANADIAN    REFUGEE    FOR    LAND. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    DECEMBER    23,     I83L 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  from  the  Coiiiiiiittt'c  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  of  Dr. 
Eliakim  Crosbj'  and  the  accomjianying  documents,  reported: 

That  tliey  have  carefully  examined  the  testimony  in  this  case,  which  is  of  the  most  ample  and  respect- 
able character,  and  find  that  it  is  conclusively  proven  that  tlie  petitioner  emigrated  from  Litchfield,  Con- 
necticut, in  1804,  to  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  and  settled  in  London  district,  in  said  province;  that 
he  had  been  extensively  engaged  in  the  line  of  his  profession,  and  in  agricultural  and  mercantile  pursuits, 
till  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  1812  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  when  he  had  accu-  ■ 
nuilated  real  estate  of  various  kinds  of  more  than  $10,000  in  value,  besides  personal  propertj'  of  perhaps 
an  equal  amount,  and  had  sustained  the  most  unblemished  reputation.  He  was  known  to  be  attached  to 
the  institutions,  government,  and  people  of  the  United  States,  and  after  the  war  became  an  f)bject  of  sus- 
picion to  the  British  agents  in  the  province.  He  knew  that  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Great  Britain  would 
be  tendered  to  him,  and  tiiat  a  refusal  to  take  it  would  subject  his  property  to  confiscation,  and  himself 
to  imprisonment,  and  his  familj'  to  distress.  LTnder  these  circumstances  his  native  country  could  not 
liave  looked  for  the  sacrifices  he  made.  If  he  had  permitted  no  regard  for  his  native  country  to  influence 
him  he  might  have  remained  with  his  family  in  affluence  and  comfort;  but,  influenced  by  the  most  patriotic 
motives,  and  relying  on  tiie  j)rotection  of  his  countiy,  which  he  conceived  was  held  out  to  him  by  General 
Hull's  proclamation,  he  determined  to  abandon  his  home  and  his  valuable  property  and  espouse  the  American 
cause;  and  accordingly,  with  his  family  in  a  destitute  condition,  having  nothing  but  their  clothing  and  a 
little  bedding,  crossed  the  lines,  and  joined  the  American  army  early  in  the  year  1814.  He  was  soon  after 
appointed  a  surgeon  to  a  corps  of  Canadian  volunteers,  in  whicli  he  served  to  the  end  of  the  war.  When 
he  left  Canada  he  was  largely  engaged  in  his  profession,  and  in  mercantile  business;  was  the  owner 
of  several  tracts  of  land,  with  buildings  and  improvements;  of  a  valuble  distillery,  two  taverns,  and  three- 
fourth  parts  of  a  ver.y  valuable  flour  mill  and  saw  mill,  on  Patterson  creek,  seven  or  eight  miles  from 
Lake  Erie,  and  other  real  and  personal  estate,  all  of  which,  on  his  going  to  the  United  States,  was  taken 
possession  of  by  the  agent  of  the  British  government,  and  confiscated,  pursuant  to  the  84th  George  III, 
and  himself  declared  a  traitor,  for  having  joined  the  American  army.  The  flour  mill  was  in  the  possession 
of  a  British  force,  and  principally  supplied  the  British  armj'  in  that  quarter  with  flour  till  November, 
1814,  when  it  was  destroj-ed  bj'  the  order  of  General  McArthur  (who  was  then  on  an  expedition  through 
Canada)  to  deprive  the  enemy  of  the  means  of  carrying  on  their  expedition  against  Detroit.  The  Hon. 
Thomas  P.  Macon  was  present  at  the  destruction  of  this  mill.  Dr.  Crosby  has  been  much  harrassed  by 
his  creditors  from  Canada  since  peace,  and  has  been  compelled  to  pay  the  debts  due  to  them  with  con- 
siderable costs,  whilst  he  has  been  unable  to  collect  any  debts  due  him  in  Canada.  He  has  no  legal  claim 
on  the  government  of  the  United  States  for  these  losses  the  committee  admit;  but  his  claims  address 
themselves  strongly  to  the  justice  of  Congress,  and  are  sustained  bj'  the  f:pii-it  of  the  act  of  1816  for  the 
relief  of  the  Canadian  refugees,  which,  it  is  believed,  does  not,  in  terms,  embrace  his  case.  If,  however, 
it  did,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  it  does  not  afford  any  relief  commensurate  with  the  sacrifices,  sufler- 
ings,  and  services  he  endured  for  the  American  cause. 

The  petitioner's  claim  and  case  very  much  resembles  tliat  of  Andrew  Westbrook,  which  has  passed 
the  House  witliout  objection,  and  embraces  the  very  same  principle;  and,  as  Crosby  has  shown  an  equal 
devotion  to  the  interests  of  his  native  country,  the  committee  recommend  he  should  receive  the  same  relief 
that  was  granted  to  Westbrook.  Tiiej'  therefore  report  a  bill  granting  him  warrants  for  two  sections  of 
land,  to  be  located  on  any  lands  of  the  United  States  which  are  now  subject  to  location  by  the  existing 
laws. 


22d    Congress.]  No.   940.  [1st  Session. 

APPLICATION  OF  CITIZENS  OF  MISSOURI  FOR  TIIE  FIN.\L  SETTLEMENT  OF  LAND 

CLAIMS  IN  TII.VT  STATE. 

communicated    to    the    senate    DECEMBER    23,     1831. 

To  the  honorahlf  the  Senate  and  House  of  Mepresenlatives  of  the  United  Staten  in  Congress  assembled : 

The  petition  of  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  respectfully  showeth:  That  your 
petitioners  belong  to  that  numerous  class  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Missouri  who  are  interested 
in  unconfirmed  French  and  Spanish  land  claims;  that  the  Congress  of  the  L'nited  States  did  at  different 
periods,  from  March  26,  1804,  to  April  12,  1814,  inclusive,  pass  laws  for  the  adjustment  of  those  claims; 
that  by  virtue  of  those  laws  many  claims  were  confirmed,  "and  many  more,  either  of  precisely  the  same 
character  or  of  superior  merits  to  those  so  confirmed,  were,  at  the  expiration  of  the  act  of  1814,  left  unad- 
justed; that  the  lands  held  under  titles  so  remaining  unconfirmed  have  been  for  several  years  subject  to 
taxation  and  liable  to  be  sold  under  judgment  and  cxecuticm,  but  for  all  beneficial  purposes  have  been 
useless  to  the  owners;  that,  in  consequence  of  the  precarious  nature  of  tlje  title,  tliose  lands  could  not  be 
disposed  of  at  private  sale  unless  at  an  enormous  sacrifice,  a]id  for  the  same  reason  no  permanent  settle- 
mentor  improvement  could  be  made  thereon;  that  numerous  individuals,  whose  only  or  principal  property 
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at  the  date  of  the  troaty  of  cession  consisted  of  tlie  alpuvc  desciiptiiin  of  titles,  iiave  thus,  from  a  siluatinn 
of  comfort  and  indepentlcnce  been  reduced,  t(iL;'<'ther  with  thi'ir  families,  to  inili;;'eiiee  ami  distress,  and 
amonfi'st  those  persons  are  numhered  some  of  the  must  <listinj;iiished  and  meritorious  olfu'ers  of  the 
Spanish  g'overnment  in  Up|>er  Louisiana;  that  this  state  of  things  in  NLssouri  was  not  oidy  ruimuis  to 
private  citizens  but  injurious  to  the  ]iulilic  weal,  inasmuch  as  it  elfeetually  prevcMited  the  spread  of  jiopu- 
lation  in  those  counties  in  which  the  unconlirmed  tracts  are  situate;  that  the  (;ou<^'ress  of  the  United 
States,  takings  into  view  the  above  j;'rievances.  th(]ii;;-lil  i)roper,  on  May  'i('i,  1^:24,  to  pass  an  ai-t  authori/.iuf^ 
the  judg'c  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Missnuri  to  take  cngni/.ance  of  tliose 
claims,  and  to  adjudicate  and  confirm  them  "accordini;'  to  the  laws  of  nations,  the  stipulations  of  treaties, 
the  proceediny;s  under  the  same,  the  several  acts  of  Cong-ress,  and  the  laws  and  orilinances,  customs,  and 
usages  of  Upper  Louisiana;"  that  the  above  act  has  been,  by  subsequent  acts  of  Conj^-ress,  eontinvu'd  in 
forfe  until  ilay  20, 1820.  Your  petitioners  show  that  the  construction  which  said  act  of  1824  has  received 
has  rendered  it  rather  injurious  than  remedial  to  the  g-reat  majority  of  the  claimants;  that  said  judge 
luiving'  decided  that,  under  the  act  of  1824  and  the  acts  continuing  the  same,  he  has  no  power  to  conlirin 
any  claim  not  within  the  regulations  made  February  18,  1770,  by  Count  O'lleilly,  it  is  manifest  that  there 
must  be  a  decree  in  almost  every  case  against  the  claimants.  Ytuir  petitioners  respectfully  submit  that 
there  does  not  exist  nor  never  has  existed  in  Ujiper  Louisiana,  to  their  belief  or  knowledge,  one  incomplete 
title,  conformable  to  O'Reilly's  regulations;  that  in  conseiiuence  of  the  view  so  taken  by  said  judge  of  his 
power  under  said  act,  the  great  majority  "f  the  claimants  have  withdrawn  their  petiti(jns  fr(.)m  befort! 
him,  rather  than  expose  themselves  to  a  decree  which  would  comp(d  them,  at  an  expense  which  the  subject 
matter  would  not  justify,  to  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States;  that  already  an  expense 
has  been  incurred  liy  the  petitioners  to  the  amount  of  several  thousand  dollars,  for  fees,  paid  by  them  to 
the  United  States  district  attornej',  clerk,  and  marslial;  that  heretofore,  to  wit,  at  the  session  of  1827-'28, 
a  petition  was  presented  to  Congress  si'tting'  forth  the  grievous  operation  of  the  act  of  1824,  and  praj'ing 
that  some  othm-  mode  of  adjustment  of  the  claims  might  be  provided;  that,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress 
of  1828-'29,  a  bill  passed  the  Senate,  the  object  i-if  which  was  the  final  adjustment  of  private  land  claims 
in  Missouri;  which  bill  after  having  been  reported  in  the  House  of  Kepresentatives  by  the  Connnittee  on 
Public  Lands,  on  January  26,  1829,  was  not  afterwards  taken  u|i  during  the  session.  Wherefore  j-our 
petitioners  respectfully  pray  that  your  honorable  body  will  again  take  into  C(uisideration  the  matters 
above  set  forth,  and  will  please  to  make  such  provisions  in  that  behalf  as  to  your  wisdom  and  justice 
shall  seem  meet,  and  your  petitioners  will  pray,  &c. 

James- Morrison.  Hyte  I'apin.  T.  S.  Burthe,  by  his  attorney, 

Newton  Howell.  Theodore  Papin.  (11.  Paul. 

Henrv  Chouteau.  Joseph  Phillipson.  John  .Mullanphy. 

Edward  Cliouteau.  A.  Rutgers,  for  himself  and  Ant.  Da  Breuil. 

Auguste  R.  Chouteau.  as   agent   for   Charles   l»c-  Hubert  Guion. 

R.Paul.  hault  Delassus.  Bd.  Pratte. 

Gabriel  S.  Clmuteau.  Cerrey.  J.  A.  Wherry. 

Wm.  Russell.  P.  Chouteau.  Albert  Tison. 

W.  Yon  Pliul,  for  himself  and  Ptre.  Labadietto.  F.  Dent. 

as     administrator    of     the  P.  Chouteau,  jr.  Lewis  Martin, 

estate  of  A.  J.  Saugrain,  John  Bte.  Sarpy.  Ml.  Tesson. 

deceased.  (Jl.  Saul.  Ls.  Menard. 


22d  CoNn;REs.^.J  No.    941.  I"  1st  Sessiox. 

ON    CLAI.M    TO    LAND    IX    T,  OUT  SI  AN  A. 

COMMUNIC.\TED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPKESEXT.iTIVES    DECEMBER    27,     1831. 

Mr.  C.WE  Jonxsnx,  fri:im  the  Conmiittee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petitiiiu  tif 
E.  Marin  and  J.  Wogin,  and  other  citizens  of  the  parisli  of  St.  Bernard,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and 
the  testimony  accompanying  tlie  same,  reported: 

That  the  iietitioncrs  claim  to  be  the  owners  and  proprietors  of  several  tracts  of  land  in  the  parish  of 
St.  Bernard,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  lying  on  the  Terra  aux  Boeufs,  according  to  a  survey  made  for 
themselves  by  Aug.  S.  Phelps,  the  surveyor  of  the  United  States  in  said  State,  and  which  accompanies 
said  petition,  and  contains  the  names  of  said  petitioners,  and  a  precise  statement  of  the  boundaries  and 
the  quantity  of  land  claimed  by  them,  respectively,  and  which  was  made  in  the  month  of  May,  1831.  Said 
claimants  rely  for  title  upon  donations  made  to  them  by  the  King  of  Spain  between  the  years  1778  and 
1783,  and  a  continued  occupation  and  possession  and  cultivation  of  said  lands  ever  since.  They  also  allege 
that  thej'  were  ignorant  of  the  requirement  of  the  several  acts  of  Congress  heretofore  passed  for  the  con- 
firmation of  their  titles,  and  now  ask  Congress  to  protect  them  in  their  rights  and  possessions. 

It  appears  to  the  committee,  from  a  careful  examination  of  the  testimony',  that  between  the  years 
1778  and  1783  the  section  of  country  lying  ou  the  Terre  aux  Bceufs,  described  in  the  plat  accompanying 
the  petition,  was  settled  by  a  series  of  emigrations  from  the  Canary  Islands,  under  the  directions  of  the 
King  of  Spain,  and  through  the  agency  of  Galvez,  who  was  at  that  time  the  governor  of  Louisiana;  and 
that  Pierre  Marigny  was  appointed  the  commandant  of  the  colonj',  in  order  that  he  might  direct  and 
regulate  its  formation  and  establishment;  and  that  he  gave  to  each  of  the  emigrants  a  jiortion  of  land, 
which  was  varied  in  quantity  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  individuals  in  each  family,  and  that  the 
portion  assigned  each  was  very  small — some  two,  some  three,  and  others  three  and   a  half  arpents  iu 
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front  and  forty  doop;  and  that  said  commandant  liad  built,  under  a  contract  with  the  King  of  Spain,  a 
small  house  on  cacli  of  the-  portions  of  land  assigned  to  the  emigrants,  and  supplied  them  with  provisions 
for  some  time;  and  that  the  said  emigrants,  or  their  descendants  or  assigns,  had  occupied  and  cultivated 
the  several  tracts  of  land  allotted  them  from  that  time  to  the  present;  and  that  in  the  year  1785  a  church 
and  parsonage-house  had  been  built  for  the  use  of  tiie  colony  by  the  government  on  Terre  aux  Bceufs,  and 
had  been  used  by  them  for  the  jjurposes  of  worship  from  that  time  to  the  present. 

It  is  further  in  proof  that  Lavau  Trudeaux,  the  royal  surveyor  general  for  the  province  of  Louisiana, 
proceeded  in  tiie  year  1702,  by  order  of  Governor  Carondelet,  to  make  a  survey  of  the  lands  thus  assigned 
tiic  colonists  bj-  tiicir  former  commandant,  Mavigny,  and  that  he  did  survey  and  designate  to  each  indi- 
vidual the  boundaries  of  his  respective  portion.  Witness  testilies  that  Trudeaux  so  informed  liim,  and 
tliat  lie  had  seen  the  plat  of  the  land  made  by  him,  and  which  he  supposes  to  be  lost,  and  which  jf,  is 
probable,  from  other  infcjrmation  given  to  the  eouimittee,  was  destroyed  shortly  after  by  a  conflagration 
of  a  part  of  New  Orleans,  witli  many  other  valuable  papers  of  that  officer 

It  is  further  in  proof  tliat  no  written  evidence  of  title  was  given  to  the  colonists  either  by  the  King- 
of  Spain  or  |jis  oflicers  in  Louisiana;  that  the  said  portions  of  land  so  parcelled  out  to  the  colonists  were 
of  but  little  value  at  that  time  and  for  many  years  after,  and  were  frequently  sold,  and  the  estate  passed 
by  parol,  and  sometimes  in  writing  on  small  strips  of  paper,  which  have  not  been  preserved;  and  in  some 
instances,  as  is  apparent  on  the  plat  exhibited,  large  estates  have  been  formed,  and  in  other  cases  divisions 
and  subdivisions  of  the  original  settlement  claim  have  been  made,  either  by  sales  or  partition  among  the 
descendants  of  the  original  emigrants,  so  that  the  witnesses  are  of  opinion  it  would  be  impossible  at  the 
present  tinie  to  trace  the  titles  back  to  the  original  proprietors.  Witnesses  state  that  tiicy  have  exam- 
ined the  plat  accompanying  the  petition,  and  that  the  same  presents  an  accurate  statement  of  the  settlers, 
and  the  quantity  t)f  land  and  boundaries  of  the  respective  portions  of  land  claimed  by  them  at  the  present 
time,  and  that  the  respective  tracts,  as  designated  in  said  plat,  have  been  constantly  occupied  and  cultivated 
by  them,  or  their  descendants  or  their  assigns,  from  the  original  settlement  to  the  present  time.  The  pre- 
ceding facts  are  satisfactorily  proven  to  the  committee,  not  only  by  two  or  three  of  the  original  settlers, 
but  also  by  the  testimony  of  C'liarles  Faggot,  who  was  a  Spanish  officer,  stationed  on  the  Terre  aux  Boeufs 
in  1781,  and  who  was  ap]iointed  parish  judge  of  St.  Bernard  in  1807,  and  was  a  representative  in  the 
legislature  of  Louisiana  in  1810,  and  again  appointed  parish  judge  in  1819,  which  oflice  he  yet  fdls,  and 
is  represented  to  us  as  a  man  of  honesty  and  integrity,  and  his  statements  are  confirmed  by  the  testimony 
of  the  Hon.  I).  Bouligny,  late  a  senator  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  from  Louisiana.  All  the 
depositions  exhibited  were  taken  in  the  presence  of  the  register  of  the  land  office  at  New  Orleans. 

Petitioners  also  produce  a  certified  copy  of  a  paper  in  the  Spanish  language,  from  the  register's  office 
in  New  Orleans,  purporting  to  be  a  retrocession  from  Don  Pedro  Philippe  Marigni  de  Man(ieville  to  the 
Kiijg  of  Spain  of  a  quantity  of  land  between  the  Mississippi  and  the  lakes,  and  which  includes  the  lands 
on  the  Terre  aux  Bteufs,  for  tiie  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  colonize  the  same,  and  which  is  dated  on  the 
29th  day  of  April,  1779. 

The  committee  arc  of  opinion  tiiat  the  faithful  execution  of  the  treaty  by  whicli  the  government  of  the 
United  States  acquired  Louisiana  demands  the  recognition  and  confirmation  of  the  claims  of  the  petitioners. 
They  are  also  of  opinion  that  tlie  said  petitioners  might  have  secured  titles  to  the  respective  tracts  of 
land  claimed  by  them  under  llie  laws  heretofore  passed  by  Congress  for  securing  titles  to  Spanish  claim- 
ants in  Louisiana,  and  that  the  omission  to  do  so,  whether  from  neglect  or  ignorance,  should  not  produce 
a  forteiture  of  their  claims.     The  committee  therefore  submit  a  bill  for  their  relief. 


22d  CoNc.REss.]  No.  942.  [1st  Session. 


ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    DECEMBER    27,    1831. 

Mr.  Marshall,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Hannah 

McKiinm,  reported: 

The  petitioner  states  that,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  Congress  of  the  3d  March,  1823, 
and  the  26th  of  May,  1824,  in  relation  to  lands  situated  between  the  Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers,  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  she  filed  her  claim  to  a  tract  of  land  on  the  main  fork  of  the  bayou  Provincial,  and 
between  the  said  rivers,  with  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  south  of  Red  river;  that  the 
claim  of  the  petitioner  was  founded  upon  the  habitation  and  cultivation  of  the  premises  at  and  prior  to 
the  22d  February,  1819;  that  proof  of  such  cultivation  and  occupation  was  adduced  before  the  said  register 
and  receiver,  and  that  the  petitioner  felt  assured  of  their  favorable  report;  that  she  had  recently  discov- 
ered, from  an  examination  of  the  land  office  books,  that  the  said  register  and  receiver  had  rejected  the 
testimony  adduced  in  support  of  her  claim,  because  the  witness  produced  upon  the  occasion  was  the  son 
of  the  petitioner;  that  by  the  laws  of  Louisiana  the  descendant  is  not  permitted  to  testify  for  the  ancestor, 
or  vice  versa. 

The  committee,  without  deciding'  whether  the  commissioners  erred  or  not  in  not  admitting  the  testi- 
mony of  the  petitioner's  son  in  support  of  her  claim,  are  of  opinion  that  the  additional  evidence  adduced 
by  her  is  sufficient  to  prove  the  justice  of  her  claim.     They  therefore  report  a  bill  for  her  relief. 
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22d  CoNGRESii.1  No.   943.  I  1st  Session-. 

ON    C  L  A  1  M    T  ()    LAND    I  \     L  O  T  1  S  1  A  N  A  . 

COIIMUXICATEI)    TO    THE    IIorSE    OE    ItKl'RESENTATlVES    DEl.'EMllER    '27,     1S31. 

Mr.  Bl"i.l.\ki),  frmn  iho  t'oininillcc^  dii  I'rivuto  Laiul  Cluinis,  h>  wIkhii  was   ri-li'i-rc(l  the  jictilidii  of  llcniaitl 

Lcoiianl  and  Jacoli  Black,  rciHirtcd: 

That  it  appoars,  to  tlio  satisfaetinu  of  the  coiniiiitteo,  that  ]Vter  Y(imi<;-,  Bavid  Durliaiii,  Nathaniel 
Ilicknjan,  and  Isaiah  Ilieknian  severally  made  improvements  and  cidtivated  lands  on  tlie  sciiith  siile  nf 
Ked  river,  and  east  of  the  Sabine,  in  the  tract  of  country  mentioned  and  desi,i^-nated  in  the  act  of  Con^^'ress 
approved  on  the  3d  March,  1823,  relative  to  land  titles  in  that  part  of  Louisiana  between  the  Rio  Hondo 
and  the  Sabine,  known  as  the  "  neutral  territory;"  that  their  settlement.s  were  made  many  years  previous  to 
the  treaty  of  limits  between  Spain  and  the  United  States  of  the  22d  February,  1819,  and  have  been  kept  up 
ever  since.  Under  the  act  of  Congress  passed  subsequently  to  the  one  above  mentioned,  confirming  the 
claims  reported  by  the  register  and  receiver  for  the  western  district  of  Louisiana,  by  which  actual  settlers 
previous  to  the  treatj' of  1819  were  confirmed  in  their  claim  to  the  quantity  of  si.x;  hundred  and  forty  acres 
each,  the  claimants  would  have  been  clearly  entitled  t(.)  that  ipiautit_v  if  their  cases  had  been  embraced 
in  the  report  made  by  said  register  and  receiver. 

T-he  petitioners  claim  as  assignees  of  the  orignal  settlers,  and  the  reason  why  the  necessary  proof 
was  not  made  liefnre  tlie  commissioners  has  been  suiHciently  explained. 

The  committee,  believing  tlieir  claims  tn  bi'  just,  report  a  l>ill. 


22d  Coxqress.]  No.    944.  [1st Session. 

ON    C  L  A  I  M    TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COMMUNIC.^TEn    TO    THE    IIOC^E    OF    REPr.ESEXT.l.TIVES    DECE.MB.MR    27,     1831. 

Mr.  Bli.l.irp,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Benjamin 

Bullitt,  reported: 

That  tlie  petitioner  claims  two  tracts  of  land  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  each;  the  one  in  his  own 
right,  and  the  other  as  assignee  of  Toussaint  Latfeur,  in  that  part  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  called  the   "  neutral  territory." 

The  evidence  accompanying  the  petition  sliows  that  jirevious  to  the  treaty  of  limits  between  the 
United  States  and  Spain,  the  claimant,  Bullitt,  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  a  tract  of  land  on  the 
south  side  of  Red  river,  and  east  of  the  Sabine,  within  the  limits  of  the  "  neutral  territory,"  as  designated 
by  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  3,  1823,  relative  to  the  land  titles  in  that  part  of  Louisiana,  and  the  act 
supplementary  thereto;  and  that  he  has  ever  since  continued  to  cultivate  it;  that  it  is  situated  about 
twenty-five  miles  above  the  town  of  Natchitoches. 

It  further  appears  that  Toussaint  Lafleur  made  a  similar  settlement  and  improvement  within  the  same 
territory,  which  has  ever  since  been  occupied  by  Bullitt  as  his  assignee.  The  latter  claim  is  described  as 
situated  about  twenty-three  miles  above  the  town  of  Natchitoches. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  had  the  proof  now  furnished  them  been  laid  before  the  commis- 
sioners, under  the  above-mentioned  acts  of  Congress,  these  claims  would  have  been  admitted  and 
confirmed.     They  therefore  report  a  bill. 


22d  Congress.]  No.   945.  [1st Session. 

ON  THE  APPLICATION  OF  ARKANSAS  THAT  THE  PURCHASERS  OF  LANDS  UNDER  FRENCH 
AND  SPANISH  TITLES,  AND  NOT  CONFIRMED,  BE  PERMITTED  TO  ENTER  THOSE  LANDS 
AT  THE  MINIMUM  PRICE. 

COMMCNIC.OED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPKESENT.\TIVE3    DECEMBER  27,    1831. 

2'o  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rejjresentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled: 
The  memorial  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  humbly  represents:  That  the 
superior  court  of  this  Territory,  for  the  adjudication  of  unconfirmed  French  and  Spanish  titles  to  lands, 
did,  since  the  year  1825,  and  principally  in  the  years  1827  and  1828,  confirm  claims  to  more  than  twenty 
thousand  acres  of  land,  but  from  measures  now  in  progress,  most  of  these  confirmations  are  likely  to  be 
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rendered  void.  These  claims  being  transferable  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  were  many  of  them 
transferred  in  larg-er  or  smaller  quantities,  and  finally,  most  of  these  divided  and  sold  in  quantities  of  160 
and  80  acres  but  "-cnerally  in  the  latter.  Tliis  last  class  of  purchasers  amount  to  several  hundred,  and 
appear  destined  to  be,  with  little  e.xcoptioij,  the  sole  sufi'crers,  unless  your  honorablo  body  extends  relief 
They  desired  to  become  the  owners  of  land,  but  had  not  money  to  enter  it  in  the  land  office ;  they  were  told 
bv  the  ablest  of  the  bench,  and  of  the  bar,  that  the  decision  of  the  superior  court  aforesaid  by  the  statutes 
of  the  United  States  was  iinal,  and  the  claims  confirmed  indisputable.  The  claims  were  offered  for  sale, 
on  a  credit,  payable  in  horses  and  other  eflects;  and  many,  that  tiiey  mig-ht  become  the  owners  of  their 
homes,  divested  themselves  of  all  tiiey  could  spare.  Of  those  purchasers  who  purchased  but  eighty  acres, 
but  little  is  entered  in  tlicir  own  names,  but  in  the  name  of  the  persons  from  whom  tliey  purchased. 

Your  memorialists  therefore  humbly  request  your  honorablo  body  to  pass  an  act  authorizing-  the 
issuin"- of  patents  to  all  tliosc  purchasers  who  are  actual  settlers  on  the  lands  purchased  by  them,  whether 
entered  in  the  land  office  in  their  own  names,  or  in  the  names  of  those  from  wliorn  they  purchased.  Or  if 
your  honorable  body  in  your  wisdom  deem  this  improper,  your  petitioners  humbly  request  that  an  act  be 
passed  allciwing  tliis  class  of  purchasers  five  years  in  whicli  to  enter  their  lands  at  the  minimum  price; 
and  vour  i)etitiiiners,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 

AVILLLVM  TRIMBLE,  Speaker  of  (he  House  of  Representatives. 

CHARLES  CALDWELL,  PresideiH  of  the  Legislative  Council. 

Approved  November  5,  1831. 

JOHN  POPE, 


Mr.  Eu.swoRTii,  from  the  Committee  on  tlio  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  above  memorial,  made  a 

report  thereon  as  IVillows: 

The  persons  for  whom  Congress  is  asked  to  legislate  in  this  case  claim  to  be  bona  fide  purchasers  of 
land  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  under  certain  French  and  Spanish  claims,  heretofore  coniirmed  by  the 
court  of  the  United  States  in  said  Territory,  which  confirmation  has  since  been  reviewed  and  pronounced 
void.  Tlie  claimants  represent  that  they  became  purchasers,  for  consideration,  after  said  grants  had  been 
confirmed,  and  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  allowed  by  tlie  then  existing  law  of  Congress  for  a  review 
of  such  confirmation. 

The  committee  think  it  would  be  unwise  to  pass  any  general  law,  as  asked  for,  and  that  tliere  will  be 
less  opportunity  for  fraudulent  practices  if  each  individual  claimant,  so  far  as  he  may  need  the  interpo- 
sition of  Congress  at  all,  should  present  the  peculiar  facts  necessary  to  show  the  equity  i,if  his  own  case, 
and  Congress  can  then  relieve  him,  as  his  case  shall  require. 


22d   Congress.]  No.   946.  [1st  Session.. 

0  N   G  L  A  I  il   T  0   L  A  N  D   I  N    L  0  U  I  S  I  A  N  A . 

COMircXICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  DECEMBER  28,   1831. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was   referred  the  petition  of 

Robert  Hillen,  reported  : 

Tliat  said  petitioner  alleges  that  a  certain  tract  of  land  lying  in  the  parish  of  East  Baton  Rouge 
was  settled  and  cultivated  by  Isham  Hillen,  as  early  as  the  year  1807;  and  that  after  his  death  Nathaniel 
Hillen  settled  upon  the  same,  and  cultivated  it;  and  that  the  same  has  been  possessed  and  cultivated  for 
the  benefit  of  the  heirs  of  Nathaniel  Hillen,  who  are  minors  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years;  and  that 
the  petitioner  is  their  uncle,  and  petitions  for  their  benefit.  He  also  represents  that  an  agent  was 
employed  to  file  a  notice  of  their  claim  with  the  land  commissioners,  and  who  omitted  to  do  so,  and  tliat 
he  was  uninformed  as  to  that  fact  until  lately,  and  prays  a  confirmation  of  title  to  the  heirs  of  Nathaniel 
Hillen. 

The  statements  of  the  petition,  as  to  habitation  and  cultivation  of  the  land  in  the  year  1801,  by  Isham 
Hillen,  and  afterwards  by  Nathaniel  Hillen,  and  by  Peter  Baily  in  the  years  1815  and  1816,  for  the"  benefit 
of  the  heirs  of  Nathaniel  Hillen,  and  since  that  time  by  Robert  Hillen,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  heirs 
of  Nathaniel  Hillen,  are  substantially  proven  by  the  testimony  submitted  toJ:hem. 

And  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  heirs  of  said  Nathaniel  Hillen  would  have  been  entitled 
to  said  land  had  a  claim  for  and  in  their  behalf  been  filed  with  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States, 
under  the  act  of  1812,  ch.  67,  sec.  8;  and  which  said  claims,  so  filed,  were  afterwards  confirmed  by  the 
act  of  1819,  ch.  510,  sec.  3;  and  that  the  infant  heirs  of  Nathaniel  Hillen  ought  not  to  be  deprived  of  their 
right  to  the  land  by  the  inattention,  omission,  or  neglect  of  their  friends;  and  therefore  report  a  bill  for 
their  relief. 


1831,]  ArPLlCA'I'l  ON    llKSl'Kd'n  N'(;    SCHOOL    LANDS.  331 


22n  CoNGUEss.]  No.    947.  [1st  Session. 

ON    CLAnf    TO    LAND    IN    L  0  T  1  S  I  A  N  A  . 

riiM.Ml'NIC.VrEI)    TO    THE    HOUSE    OE    REIT>ESENTATIVES    DErK.NUlEU  2S,     ISol. 

J[r.  M.\Kiiis,  fiiini  llu'  ('nniniitlec  oh   Private   Land   Claiiiis,  to  v.lioiii  was  rolV'iTcil   ||](>  petition  of  ioilicil 

IjaytoM,  vcportcil: 

Tliat  tlic  petitioner  claiia.s  a  traet  of  lain!  a>:  tlu'  ict^'al  representative  of  Charles  I'arent,  deeeaseij.  He 
states  that  the  hxrid  chiimcJ  is  situated  in  tiie  parisli  of  St.  lleh'na,  State;  of  Ijouisiana.  I'etitioiier  states 
that  Parent's  title  to  the  land  is  founded  upon  a  g-rant  from  the  Spanish  5i;overnineut;  that  tiie  claim  whieli 
he  now  wishes  conOrmed  was  duly  presented  for  confirmation  to  the  United  States  commissioners  al  St. 
Helena  Court-IIouse,  b!it,  from  some  cause,  was  never  rejiorted  on  by  the  eommissioni'rs.  Tiie  ajiplicant 
has  produced  the  grant  U[)<in  whieli  he  claims  this  tract  of  land,  npon  w  hieli  is  a  memorandum  in  snl>stance 
as  follows: 

"To  James  0.  Cosley,  eS(|.,  commissioner  of  laml  claims,  west  of  I'earl  river:  Sii',  I  claim  as  a  .^rant 
for  J.  Henry  Ludeling-,  testamentary  executor  of  M.  15.  i'laire,  signed  the  17th,  sixty-live  and  a  halfariients 
of  land  in  the  parish  of  St.  Tammany,  in  virtue  <jf  a  Siianish  jiatent,  dated  JiUy  IS,  1805,  in  favor  of 
Charles  Parent;  by  him  sold  to  claimant  July  23,  1805.  Also,  sixteen  hundred  arpents  in  virtue  of  sale 
to  him  thereof,  made  by  Francis  Parent,  December  30,  1805,  also  situated  in  the  parish  of  St.  Tanmiany." 

The  above  sale  is  the  only  evidence  of  the  last-mentioned  claim  which  the  claimant  has  in  his  posses- 
sion, signed  P.  Herault,  agent.  It  appears,  by  reference  to  the  conveyance  for  the  sixteen  hundred  arpents, 
that  the  conveyance  was  from  Francis  Parent  to  one  AVilliam  Lewis  Pleinschits,  and  not  to  Cimrles 
Parent,  as  stated  in  the  above  memorandum.  The  connnittee  liave  no  evidence  that  Charles  Parent  ever 
held  any  other  claim  for  lands  under  the  Spanish  government  other  than  the  one  stated  in  the  memo- 
randum here  recited.  It  a|.)pears  by  reference  to  a  letter,  on  file,  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  enclosing  a  transcript  of  a  claim  confirmed  by  act  of  Congress  March  3,  1819,  in  favor  of  tlii; 
heirs  of  Charles  Parent,  claimed  under  a  Spanish  patent  granted  to  him  on  the  18th  of  July,  1805,  for 
sixteen  hundred  arpents  surveyed  for  him  by  C.  Trudcau,  May  18,  180-t,  that  the  only  claim  for  land  lield 
bj'  Charles  Parent  has  been  confirmed  to  his  heirs  by  the  act  of  Con.gress  here  recited;  and  the  only 
difterence  between  the  claim  conlirmed  and  the  patent  here  presented  is  as  to  the  quantity  of  land — a 
mistake  that  could  have  been  much  more  readily  made  by  the  commissioners,  than  that  they  should,  on  a 
naked  conveyance,  nnsu|)ported  by  any  other  testimony,  between  parties  entirely  different,  rejiort  dates 
and  facts  as  pertaining  to  the  claim,  none  of  which  exist.  Indeed,  after  a  careful  examination  of  tin' 
papers  and  proofs,  the  committee  do  not  entertain  a  doubt  that  the  claim  submitted  has  been  already 
confirmed;  they  therefore  ask  to  recommend  its  rejection. 


22d  Coxcress.]  No.  948.  [1st  Session. 


APPLICATION    OF    OHIO    F  0  K    ADDITIONAL    SCHOOL    LANDS. 

CoMMUXIC.iTED    T(1    THE    HOUSE    OE    RErRESEXTATIVES     DECEMBER    29,     1831. 

To  the  Senate  and  HoiDie  of  Repraientativea  of  the  United  States: 

The  memorial  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio  respectfully  represents:  That  preparatory  to  the 
formation  of  a  State  government  of  the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river,  propositions  were  made  by 
an  act  of  Congress  of  April  13,  1802,  in  which  it  was  contemplated  that  lands  equal  to  section  number 
sixteen,  in  every  township,  should  be  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  such  township  for  the  use  of  schiiols; 
which  act,  with  the  conditions  and  provisions  which  it  contained,  was,  liy  an  ordinance  of  the  ci.invention 
of  said  Territory,  subsequently  made  in  the  same  year,  accepted  and  agreed  to  by  the  people  of  said 
Territory,  with  certain  qualifications;  and  especially,  that  in  addition  to  the  lands  equal  to  section  sixteen, 
a  donation,  equal  to  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  the  quantity  of  land  in  the  United  States  military  tract,  and 
in  the  Virginia  reservation,  should  be  made  for  tlie  use  of  schools;  and  also  tliat  a  grant  of  the  same 
kind,  or  such  other  provision  as  Congress  might  deem  adequate,  sliould  be  made  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Western  Reserve;  and  that  land  equal  to  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  all  the  lands  which  might  thereafter  be 
purchased  of  Indian  tribes,  by  the  United  States,  lying  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  should  be  given  as  aforesaid 
for  the  use  of  public  schools  within  the  same;  that  by  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  day  of  March, 
1803,  the  qualifications  provided  by  the  convention  aforesaid  were  acceded  to  on  the  part  of  Congress, 
and  grants  made,  embracing  the  full  }iroportiou  for  schools  in  the  United  States  and  Virginia  military 
districts,  and  also  fifty-six  thousand  acres  to  the  Western  Reserve;  being  equal  in  quantity  to  one 
thirty-sixth  of  all  that  part  of  the  Western  Reserve  to  which  the  Indian  title  had  then  been  extin- 
guished; that  since  the  time  of  making  the  grant,  on  the  part  of  the  general  government,  of  what  was 
then  the  stipulated  proportion,  the  Western  Reserve,  by  a  treaty  made  between  the  United  States  and 
sundrj-  Indian  tribes  at  Fort  Industry,  on  July  4,  1805,  the  Indian  titles  to  about  one  millioji  five  hundred 
and  forty  thousand  acres  of  land,  Ij'ing  on  the  west  side  of  (.'uyalios  river,  being  the  Indian  title  to  all  the 
remaining  land  in  said  \Vestern  Reserve,  was  extinguished;  one  thirtj'-sixth  part  of  which  amounts  to 
about  forty-three  thousand  acres.  The  di'sign  of  this  memorial,  as  well  as  those  \vliich  have  heretofore 
preceded  it,  is  to  solicit  from  your  honorable  body  the  |iassage  of  an  act,  at  an  early  day,  making  a  grant 
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to  the  State  for  the  use  of  schools  in  the  said  AVestern  Keserve  of  the  land  intended  to  be  appropriated 
to  such  purpose.  Immediate  attention  in  relation  to  this  grant  is  the  more  necessary  at  this  period, 
in  consequence  that  the  legislature  of  Ohio  is  organizing  and  carrying  into  operation  a  system  of  school 
education  throughout  the  State,  and  the  great  importance  to  the  welfare  and  perfection  of  this  system, 
that  the  extent  of  the  means  in  cveiy  section  of  the  State  should  be  clearl3'  ascertained. 

It  is  not  supposed  by  your  memorialists  that  the  question  of  right  on  the  part  of  Ohio  is  in  any  way 
involved  in  the  subject  of  the  appropriation  now  sought.  Tlie  laws,  ordinances,  and  propositions  alluded 
to,  are  no  doubt  thoroughly  understood  by  Congress;  and  the  hopes  and  expectations  of  the  people  of 
Ohio  duly  appreciated;  and  in  inviting  the  attention  of  your  honorable  body  to  the  subject  of  this  grant, 
vour  memorialists  would  respectfully  suggest,  as  heretofore,  inasmuch  as  the  appropriation  has  long  been 
delaved,  the  propriety  of  authorizing  said  lauds  to  be  located  in  sections,  out  of  any  lands  belonging  to 
the  United  States  within  the  State  of  Ohio  not  otherwise  disposed  of,  in  the  manner  the  governor  of  the 
State  may  think  it  advisable  to  prescribe. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  foregoing  memorial  be  submitted  to  Congress,  and  that  the  governor  be  requested 
to  forward  to  each  of  the  senators  and  members  of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives  in  Congress  from  the 
State  of  Ohio  a  copy  thereof 

EDWARD  KING,  Speaker  of  the  Houae  of  Bepresenlalives. 
SAMUEL  WHEELER,  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

J.\XLAUY  21,  1829. 


22n  CoNOKEss.l  No.   949  [Lst  Ssssioy. 

ON    CLAIM   TO    LAND   IN    LOUISIANA. 

COMMUXICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REFRESEKT.iTIVES    llECEMBER    29,    l^ol. 

Mr.  Maedis,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  wlioni  was  referred  the  petition  of  N.  Girod, 

reported: 

That  the  petitioner  alleges  that  he  is  the  owner  by  purchase  of  three  tracts  or  parcels  of  land 
described  by  him  as  follows:  the  first,  the  island  of  LUe  a  Cayon,  situated  at  the  mouth  of  the  Bayou 
Forebaure,  containing  about  three-fourths  of  a  league,  dated  October  4,  1187,  purchased  of  Joseph  and 
James  Miesse;  the  second  is  for  LUe  la  Prope,  siin-AiQA  on  the  Lake  of  Baratana,  purchased  of  John 
Chafe,  dated  March  13,  1788;  the  third,  the  island  of  Timhallin,  situated  at  the  mouth  of  the  Bayou  La- 
fourche, purchased  of  Bartholeniy  Lilelia,  dated  January  26,  1193.  The  applicant  states  in  his  petition 
that  the  above  claims  arc  founded  upon  original  Spanish  grants;  that  the  claims  were  never  presented 
for  enrolment  or  confirmation  to  the  United  States  commissioners  appointed  for  the  examination  of 
claims  in  that  district  of  Louisiana;  the  reason  for  this  neglect  is  stated  by  the  claimant  to  be,  that  he 
was  ignorant  of  the  law.  Three  old  papers,  written  in  the  Spanish  language,  accompanying'  this  appli- 
cation, whicii  are  styled  bj-  the  petitioner  to  be  Spanish  grants  for  the  above  tracts  of  land,  have  been 
examined  and  carefuUj^  translated  by  an  honorable  member  of  the  committee,  when,  to  the  astonishment 
of  the  committee,  instead  of  Spanish  grants,  they  turned  out  to  be  mere  petitions  to  the  King  of  Spain, 
asking  permission  to  settle  upon  the  above  described  tracts  of  land,  with  a  permission  from  the  King  to 
the  petitioners  to  settle,  and  a  promise  on  his  part,  should  the  applicants  comply  with  certain  conditions 
which  the  King  annexes  for  the  actual  liabitation  and  improvement  of  the  lands,  that  his  highness  would, 
at  the  expiration  of  three  j'cars,  issue,  in  favor  of  the  occupants,  patents  for  their  respective  lands.  No 
patents  have  ever  issued;  neither  has  the  committee  any  testimony  that  the  above  named  individuals 
ever  did  settle  upon  or  occupy  the  above  lands;  and  further,  there  is  no  evidence  before  the  committee 
that  the  above  lands  were  ever  transferred  to  the  present  applicant. 

It  is  true  that  the  certificate  of  the  surveyor  general  shows  that  the  lands  have  been  survej'ed;  it  is 
also  in  evidence  that  the  present  applicant  has  had  confirmed  to  him  one  league  square  of  land  by  act  of 
Congress,  said  land  situated  in  the  Cypress  swamp.  From  a  careful  and  attentive  examination  of  all 
the  papers  and  facts  in  this  case,  the  committee  are  unanimous  in  the  opinion  that  the  claim  should  be 
rejected. 


22d  Conoress.]  No.    950.  [1st  Session. 

ON    GRANTING   BOUNTY   LANDS   TO    A   CANADIAN    VOLUNTEER. 

communicated  to  the  house  of  kepresentatives  decemrer  29,  1831. 

Mr.  Carr,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee  on. Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 

William  Iloflman,  reported: 

That  the  petitioner  was  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  previous  to  the  late  war  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain;  that  at  the  time  war  was  declared  he  was  a  resident  in  Upper  Canada;  that 
during  the  war  he  left  Canada  and  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  corps  of  Canadian 
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viihiiitctTs,  in  the  nioiitli  of  May,  1814,  and  served  as  a  seldier  faillil'ully  diiiiiii;'  llie  war,  wlieu  lie  was 
liniiiiiably  diseharp,-ed;  that  he  was  entitled  to  bonuty  hind  under  an  aet  of  riinj;-ress  of  Mareli  5,  181(i, 
cntithnl  ''An  aet  g-rantin^;-  Iniiinty  in  land  and  extra  pay  to  certain  Canadian  voliinti'ers."  That  he  pre- 
sented his  claim  to  the  W'm-  Department,  ai-eompanied  liy  all  the  evidence  reipiired  by  said  acl,  in  the 
year  ISKi;  tlie  decisicm  on  his  claim  was  delayed  by  the  dei)artment  withcmt  any  i'anlt  or  cause  of  delay 
on  the  part  of  tiie  petitioner,  until  the  '25th  of  Se]itendier,  181T,  (after  the  act  of  March  o,  1817,  was 
passed,  reducing-  the  quantity  of  bounty  land  to  private  sohliers  to  1(10  acres,)  when  a  warrant  was 
issued  in  his  name  for  1(50  acres;  he  has  never  received  any  nmre  bounty  land.  As  tlie  ]ietitioner  jire- 
sented  his  clainl  and  all  the  evidence  required  by  the  aet  of  the  5t!i  March,  ISIO,  to  tin.'  department  before 
the  passage  of  the  act  of  3d  ilarch,  1817,  was  passed,  recited,  it  is  the  oiiinion  of  the  ollicer  lia\iiii;' 
the  eliarg-o  of  the  bounty  land  office,  as  well  as  of  this  committee,  that  the  petitioner  was  legally  entitleil 
to  the  quantity  of  laud  given  by  the  act  of  March  5,  1JS1('>.  As  the  petitioner  employed  an  agent  to  get 
his  warrant,  he  was  not  aware  that  a  warrant  had  issned  for  only  100  acres  till  after  the  3d  March.  1818, 
when  the  law  expired,  from  which  time  the  department  has  had  no  authority  to  a('t  in  this  matter. 

The  committee  are  (jf  opinion  that  the   petitioner   has  a  legal    ami    cipiitable  right  to  the  (juanlily  of 
land  prayed  for,  and  rejiort  a  bill  for  his  relief. 


22n  Co.ve.KEss.l  No.    951.  |  IsT  Session. 


IN  FAVOR   OF  CONFIRMING  A  SALE   OF   AN   INDIAN   RESERVATION   DY  TIIE   RESERVEE. 

COMMrXIC.U'KD  TO  THE  ItOlSE  OF  liErUESEXlWTIVES  DECE.MItER  oO,    1831. 

Mr.  Clay,  from  the  Committet,'  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  \Vm.  M.  King,  of 

Jackson  county,  Alabama,  reported: 

That  the  petitioner  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  situated  in  the  count}'  and  State  aforesaid,  which 
was  granted  to  one  Thomas  Jones,  the  head  of  an  Indian  family,  under  provisions  of  the  treaties  of  1817 
and  181tl,  between  the  United  States  and  the  Cherokee  Indians.  Said  Jones  lived  on  his  said  reservation 
till  1820  or  1821,  when,  the  petitioner  alleges,  the  white  people  who  had  settled  around  him  became 
inimical  to  him,  threw  down  his  houses,  destroyed  his  fences,  and  so  abused  and  maltreated  him  person- 
ally that  he  was  compelled  to  abandon  it  for  a  time.  Meanwhile  he  (Jones)  lived  with  his  cliildren  in 
the  same  county  till  1822,  when  AVilliam  D.  Gaines,  the  petitioner's  father-indaw,  bouglit  of  and  paid 
him  a  full  and  valuable  consideration  for  the  said  reservation.  It  furtlier  appears  that  Gaines  purchased 
of  Jones's  children  their  interest,  they  being  all  of  full  age,  and  took  their  relinquishment;  and  also 
purchased  and  obtained  from  the  wife  of  Jones  her  right  of  dower.  The  petitioner  bought  of  Gaines 
about  500  acres  of  the  tract,  and  lias  placed  on  the  part  purchased  by  him  permanent  and  valuable 
improvements,  consisting  of  a  good  dwellingdiouse,  outhouses,  and  a  lanyard,  amounting  in  value  to 
about  one  thousand  dollars,  which  he  says  has  exhausted  all  his  capital  except  his  interest  in  the  land. 
The  petitioner  further  states,  and  substantially  proves,  that  between  three  and  four  hundred  acres  of  the 
tract  by  him  purchased  of  Gaines  lies  in  the  mountain,  and  is  ivliolli/  unfit  for  cultivaliun. 

The  sale  from  J<jnes  and  his  wife  and  children  to  William  D.  Gaines  appearing  by  their  deed,  Mrs. 
Jones's  acknowledgment  separate  and  apart  from  her  husband,  and  proof  of  its  execution  as  to  her  and 
the  other  parties,  according  to  the  laws  of  Alabama,  copies  of  which  deed  and  certificates  of  acknowledg- 
ment, probate,  and  registration  are  certified  by  the  clerk  of  the  county  court  of  the  said  county  of  Jackson, 
under  his  private  seal,  there  being  no  seal  of  office.  The  sale  from  Gaines  to  the  petitioner  is  proved  by 
the  original  deed  between  the  parties,  with  the  same  clerk's  certificate  of  its  acknowledgment  by  Gaines 
and  its  registration.  The  consideration  paid  by  Gaines  to  Jones  was,  according'  to  the  proof,  about  three 
hundred  dollars,  besides  binding  himself  to  maintain  and  support  Jones  during  his  natural  life.  The 
proof  further  shows,  in  substance,  that  Gaines  took  Jones  to  live  with  him  and  treated  him  as  a  member 
of  the  family  until  he  went  on  a  visit  to  his  friends  and  relations  in  the  southern  part  of  Alabama,  where 
he  was  taken  sick  and  died.  The  consideration  paid  by  King,  the  petitioner,  to  Gaines,  was  about  five 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  It  also  ajipears,  by  proof,  that  the  reservation  lies  between  two  mountains, 
one-half  or  more  being  in  the  mountain,  and  the  other  lying  in  a  creek  swamp  and  being  of  little  value. 
The  maltreatment  of  Jones,  as  stated  Ijy  the  petitioner,  ami  his  death  on  a  visit  t<i  the  southern  part  (jf 
the  State,  is  substantially  proved. 

The  petitioner  asks  a  confirmation  of  his  title  under  the  apprehension  that  his  right  might  be  aflected 
by  Jones's  temporary  removal,  or  by  his  death  when  off  the  reservation.  Under  the  Sth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  1817,  a  person  to  whom  a  reservation  was  granted  became  entitled  to  a  "life  estate,  with  a 
reversion  (remainder)  in  fee-simple  to  his  children,  reserving  to  the  widow  her  dower,"'  with  a  proviso 
"  that  if  any  of  the  heads  of  families  for  whom  reservations  might  be  made  sh(.)uld  remove  therefrom, 
then,  in  that  case,  the  right  to  revert  to  the  United  States." 

A  removal,  to  occasion  forfeiture,  must  have  been  voluntary,  and  not  produced  by  coercion,  threats, 
or  fear,  and  indicating  an  intention  wholly  to  abandon  the  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  laud.  Nor 
could  the  temporary  absence  of  a  person  claiming  a  reservation,  on  a  visit,  accompanied  bj-  his  death 
while  so  absent,  defeat  his  right  or  that  of  his  children.  It  is,  moreover,  believed  that  tlie  wife  of  Jones, 
and  his  children,  being  of  full  age,  could  sell  and  convey  their  interest,  under  circumstances  of  fairness, 
for  an  adequate  consideration.  In  this  case  there  is  no  apiiearance  of  unfairness,  and  taking  into  view 
the  inferior  quality  and  valne  of  the  land,  the  consideration  given  by  Gaines  seems  to  have  been  adequate. 
The  proof  sliows  that  since  the  sale  the  family  of  Jones,  including  his  wife  and  children,  have  appeared 
satisfied  with  its  terms,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  any  discontent  on  their  part  has  been  manifested  up 
to  the  present  time. 

The  couiniittee  therefore  beg'  leave  (o  report  herewith  a  bill  fur  the  jietiliuiier's  r<'Iief. 
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22d  Congress.]  J^O-    952.  '         [1st  Session. 

ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COMMU.MC.WED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENT.VTIVES    DECEMBER    30,   1831. 

Mr.  Bl-llard,  from  the  Cummitteu  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  heirs 

of  J.  B.  Saucier,  reported: 

That  it  ajipears  by  the  testimony  of  highly  rcsjiectable  witnesses  that  Saucier,  the  ancestor  of  the 
petitioners,  more  than  forty  years  ago,  made  a  settlement  on  the  river  Aux  Chenes,  in  the  parish  of  Plaque- 
mines, State  of  Louisiana,  about  thirty  miles  from  New  Orleans;  that  he  cultivated  corn  and  other  crops 
and  kept  a  stock  of  cattle  and  hogs  on  it;  that  the  establishment  has  always  been  kept  up,  and  that  it 
was  always  considered  as  his  property  and  inventoried  as  a  part  of  his  estate. 

The  committee  are  satisiied,  from  this  evidence,  that,  according  to  the  acts  of  Congress  heretofore 
passed  on  the  subject  of  land  titles  in  that  part  of  the  country,  the  claimants  are  entitled  to  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  land  as  a  settlement  right,  in  virtue  of  the  occupancy  and  cultivation  of  their  ancestor. 

They  therefore  report  a  bill  for  their  relief. 
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ON    CLAIM   TO    LAND   I  N   L  0  U  I  S  I  A  N  A  . 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  DECEMBER  30,  1831. 

Mr.  Plummek,  liom  the  Committee  on    Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred   the   pi>titi(jn  of  John  Towles, 

ol'  the  State  of  Louisiana,  reported: 

From  the  records  and  other  documentary  evidence  before  the  committee,  it  appears  that  on  the  28th 
day  of  April,  A.  D.  1795,  Baron  de  Carondelet,  governor  general  of  the  province  of  Louisiana,  then  in  the 
possession  of  Spain,  granted  an  order  of  survey  in  favor  of  Nicholas  Lacour,  for  a  tract  of  land  containing 
twelve  hundred  superficial  arpents,  equal  to  one  thousand  and  fifteen  and  fifty-three  one  hundredths  Amer- 
ican acres,  situate  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Bayou  l\a])ide,  bounded  on  one  side  by  the  land  of  Valentino 
Lassard,  and  on  the  other  by  the  land  of  Joseph  Le  Blanc,  with  a  front  of  thirty  arpents  on  the  bayou,  and 
forty  deep. 

And  on  the  same  day  and  year  the  governor  general  granted  another  order  of  survey  in  favor  of  the 
same  individual  for  another  tract  of  land  containing  six  hundred  sui>erficial  arpents,  equal  to  507.78 
American  acres,  situate  on  the  same  bank  of  the  same  bayou,  bounded  on  one  side  by  the  land  of  Zeno 
Lacour,  and  on  the  other  by  the  land  of  Joseph  Le  Blanc,  with  a  front  of  fifteen  arpents  on  the  bayou,  and 
forty  deep. 

And  also,  on  the  same  day  and  year,  the  governor  general  granted  an  order  of  survey  in  favor  of 
Zeno  Lacour  for  a  tract  of  land  containing  four  hundred  superficial  arpents,  equal  to  338.05  American 
acres,  situate  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Bayou  Piapide,  bounded  on  one  side  by  the  land  of  Nicholas  Lacour, 
and  on  the  other  by  the  land  of  Cyprian  Lacour,  with  a  front  of  ten  arpents  on  the  bayou,  and  forty  deep. 

The  original  grantees,  on  the  10th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1806,  transferred,  by  deeds  of  conveyance, 
all  of  their  right,  title,  and  interest  to  the  petitioner,  John  Towles,  who  was,  on  "the  11th  day  of  June, 
1811,  confirmed  in  his  claim  to  said  several  tracts  of  land  by  the  oommissioners  appointed  for  tlie  purpose 
of  ascertaining  the  rights  of  persons  to  lands  within  the  district  and  Territory  of  Orleans,  under  and  by 
virtue  of  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress  ]iassed  March  3,  1807,  entitled  "An  act  respecting  the 
claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans  and  Louisiana."  The  petitioner  states  that  he  has  in  vain 
endeavored  to  cause  his  claims  to  be  located  and  surveyed  according  to  the  boundaries  designated  in  the 
grants,  and  alleges  that  no  such  boundaries  can  be  found,  and  assigns  as  a  reason  that  the  claim  of 
Valentine  Lassard — one  of  the  tracts  of  land  by  which  one  of  his  claims  was,  by  the  order  of  survey,  to 
be  bounded — has  not  been  located  on  the  Bayou  Papide,  but  has  been  located  on  the  Bayou  Roberts,  in 
another  part  of  the  county  of  Rapides.  He  also  states  that  there  is  little  or  no  vacant  land  on  the  Bayou 
Rapide,  and  therefore  prays  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  him  to  Incate  his  claim  on  any  vacant  lands 
on  the  Bayou  Rapide,  or  in  any  part  of  the  western  district  of  Louisiana. 

By  the  petitioner's  own  statements,  and  the  evidence  adduced  by  him  before  the  committee,  it  is 
evident  that  there  would  be  no  difliculty  in  locating  his  claims  according  to  the  orders   of  survey.     The 

order  of  survey  to  Valentine  Lassard,  which  is  before  the  committee,  calls  for  ■ arpents   on  the  left 

bank  of  the  Baj-ou  Rapide,  fronting  on  the  bayou,  and  conunencing  at  its  junction  with  Red  river.  It  is 
therefore  unimportant,  in  order  to  designate  the  boundaries  of  the  petitioner's  claim,  whether  Lassard's 
claim  is  located  on  the  Baj'ou  Rapide,  the  place  designated  in  the  original  order  of  survey,  or  elsewhere. 
There  is  no  evidence  before  the  committee  that  the  tracts  of  land  which  his  orders  of  survey  call  for  have 
been  sold  to  or  are  claimed  by  anj^  other  person;  but  the  contrary  api)ears  from  his  own  showing. 

It  is  therefore  the  opinion  of  the  conunittee  that  it  is  inexpedient  tti  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner. 
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IN     RELATION    TO    L' N  0  0  N  F  I  K  .\[  K  i)    LAND    (' E  A  1  M  ri   I  N    MISSOl'Ul. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATK    JANUARY    o,    1832. 

(iENF.RAi.  1j.\xd  Oefick,  Dfccmhrr  ;_!!,  I80I. 

Sir:  Iu  obedience  to  :i  resolution  of  the  Senute  of  tlio  I'uiteil  St;ites   jKisseil   ou   tlie   22il  instant,  in 
the  following'  words: 

"  iifo'o/i'Ct/,  That  the  Comniissioner  of  the  (General  Land  Olliee  lie  iT([ncsted  to  lay  liel'on.'  the  Senate 
any  information  in  his  possession  sliowing  the  present  state  or  condition  of  the  unconfirmed  private  laiul 
claims  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  particularly  whether  the  said  lands  air  now  suhject  to  sale  as  lands  of  the 
United  States;  if  so,  have  they  been  set  for  sale  in  pnrsuance  of  any  ortler  from  said  Conunissioner;  what 
quantities  and  tracts  of  said  lands  have  been  sold  in  obedience  to  said  order,  and  by  whom  are  such  lands 
owned  or  claimed;  nnder  what  law  are  said  lands  rcipiired  to  bo  sold,  and,  further,  what  quantity  remains 
unsold;  what  proceedings  have  taken  place  under  the  instructions  of  said  Commissioner  requiring-  the 
sale  of  said  lands:"  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  from  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act  of  Jhirch  2, 
1805,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining-  and  adjusting-  the  titles  and  claims  to  lands  within  the  Territory 
of  Orleans  and  the  district  of  Louisiana,"  until  Jaiiuary  1,  181-t,  when  the  act  of  March  3,  1813,  entitleil 
"  An  act  allowing-  further  time  for  delivering  the  evidence  in  support  of  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of 
Missouri,  and  fiir  regulating-  the  donation  grants  therein,"  expired,  the  claimants  to  lauds  in  the  present 
State  of  Missouri  could  have  produced  their  evidences  of  title  and  otlun-  testimony  in  support  of  their 
claims  to  the  officers  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  and  reporting  upon  them;  and  that,  by 
the  several  laws  tixing  the  jieriods  in  which  the  parties  interested  were  reipiired  to  file  their  notices  of 
claim,  it  is  expressly  provided  that  all  the  claims  ha-  which  notices  were  not  filed  should  bo  barred  and 
forever  considered  as  void,  and  not  to  be  received  as  evidence  in  any  court  of  justice  against  any  title 
derived  from  the  United  States.  From  the  reports  made  liy  the  board  of  commissioners  and  the  recorder 
of  land  titles,  it  appears  that  of  the  claims  siated  to  be  founded  on  written  evidence  of  title,  or  derived 
from  settlements  for  which  notices  were  tiled,  there  are  1,438  yet  unconfirmed,  embracing  2,238,797  acres. 
The  number  of  unconfirmed  claims,  or  their  contents,  for  which  notices  were  not  filed  with  the  commis- 
sioners or  recorder,  this  office  has  no  means  of  ascertaining.  By  the  9th  section  of  the  act  of  March  3, 
1811,  "providing-  for  the  final  adjustment  of  claims  to  lands,  and  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lauds  iu  the 
Territories  of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,  and  to  repeal  the  act  passed  for  the  same  purpi:)se,  and  approved 
February  lo,  1811,"  the  land  tifflce  at  St.  Louis  was  established.  The  10th  section  of  this  act  directs  the 
sale  of  all  the  lands  in  this  district,  with  the  exception  of  the  school  and  seminary  tracts  and  of  the  salt 
springs  and  lead  mines,  and  such  adjacent  tracts  as  the  President  might  reserve:  "  provided,  however,  that 
till  after  the  decision  of  Congress  thereon  no  tract  of  land  shall  be  ottered  for  sale  the  claim  to  which  has 
been,  in  due  time  and  according-  to  law,  presented  to  the  recorder  of  land  titles  in  the  district  of  Louisiana, 
and  filed  iu  this  office,  for  the  purpose  of  being  investigated  by  the  commissioners  appointed  for  ascer- 
taining the  rights  of  persons  claiming-  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Louisiana."  No  method  having  been 
prescribed  by  law  by  which  the  land  offices  were  to  ascertain  the  situation  of  the  lands  to  be  reserved 
under  this  law,  they  have  been  compelled,  iu  designating  them  on  the  maps,  to  rely  solelj'  upon  the 
information  and  evidence  furnished  by  the  claimants,  without  having  the  means  of  accurately  ascertaining 
whether  the  lands  designated  by  the  claimants  were  those  intended  to  be  covered  by  the  claims. 

The  3d  section  of  the  act  of  February  17,  1818,  "making-  provision  for  the  establishment  of 
additional  laud  offices  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,"  directs  the  sale  of  the  lands  iu  those  districts,  under 
the  same  reservations  and  restrictions  as  were  made  by  the  10th  section  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1811, 
above  referred  to. 

Upon  the  26th  of  Maj',  1824,  an  act  was  passed  "enabling  the  claimants  to  lauds  within  the  limits  of 
the  State  of  Missouri  and  Territory  of  Arkansas  to  institute  proceedings  to  try  the  validity  of  their 
claims,"  by  the  5th  section  of  which  it  was  enacted  "that  any  claim  to  lands,  tenements,  and  heredita- 
ments, within  the  purview  of  this  act,  which  shall  not  be  brought  by  petition  before  the  said  courts  within 
two  years  from  the  passing  of  this  act,  or  which,  after  having  been  brouglit  before  the  said  courts,  shall, 
on  account  of  the  neglect  or  delay"  of  the  claimant,  not  be  prosecuted  to  a  final  decision  within  three 
years,  shall  be  forever  barred,  both  in  law  and  in  equity,  and  no  action  at  common  law,  or  proceeding  in 
equity,  shall  ever  thereafter  be  sustained  in  any  court  whatever  iu  relation  to  said  claims;"  and  the 
7th  section  of  the  same  act  provides  "  that  in  each  and  every  case  in  which  any  claim  tried  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  finally  decided  against  the  claimant,  and  in  eacli  and  every  case  in  which 
any  claim  cognizable  under  the  terms  of  this  act  shall  be  barred  by  virtue  of  any  of  the  provisions  con- 
tained therein,  the  laud  specified  in  such  claim  shall  forthwith  be  held  and  taken  as  part  of  the  public 
lands  of  the  United  States,  subject  to  the  same  disposition  as  any  otlier  public  land  in  the  same  district." 
By  subsequent  legislation  the  time  for  tiling-  petitions  was  extended  to  May  20,  1829,  and  tVu-  hearing  and 
deciding  thereon  by  the  court  to  May  20,  1830. 

From  this  view  of  tlie  subject  it  will  be  seen  that  the  unconfirmed  claims  in  Missouri  may  now  be 
divided  into  the  following-  classes  : 

1.  Those  which  have  never  been  presented  to  the  board  of  commissioners,  to  the  recorder  of  land 
titles,  or  to  the  district  court  for  the  purpose  of  being-  investigated. 

2.  Those  claims  for  which  notices  were  filed  iu  due  time,  and  according  to  law,  with  the  recorder  of 
land  titles,  but  not  subsequently  brought  before  the  district  court  by  petition,  under  the  act  of  May 
26,  1824. 

3.  Those  claims  for  which  petitions  were  within  due  time  presented  to  the  district  court,  but  which 
had  not  been  prosecuted  to  a  final  decision. 

AVitli  respect  to  the  claims  embraced  in  the  first  class,  no  provisions  have  at  any  time  Ijcen  made  to 
exempt  them  from  sale  as  public  lands,  and  it  is  expressly  declared  that  they  shall  m.it  be  admitted  in  any 
court  of  the  United  States  against  any  claim  derived  from  the  United  States. 

The  claims  in  the  second  class  are  eflectually  barred  by  the  5th  section  of  the  act  of  May  26,  1824, 
and  the  7th  section  of  th3  same  act,  by  declaring  tliat  the  land  specified  in  such  claims  "shall  forthwith 
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Ijc  held  find  taken  as  part  of  tliu  iniblic  lands  of  the  United  States,  siibjoct  to  the  same  disposition  as  any 
other  public  lands  in  the  same  district,"  must  be  considered  as  making  the  decision  upon  which  the  con- 
tingent reservation  of  them,  under  tlio  acts  of  March  3,  1811,  and  February  17,  1818,  was  to  terminate. 

Witli  regard  to  those  claims  embraced  by  the  third  class,  it  was  conceived  that  the  failure  of  the 
parties  in  not  prosecuting  their  claims  to  a  decision,  or  by  the  withdrawal  of  their  petitions  from  the 
court,  under  the  5th  and  7th  sections,  forfeited  their  claims,  and  the  lands  embraced  thereby  forthwith 
became  liable  to  be  sold  as  any  other  public  lands. 

Entertaining  these  views  rcsjjecting  the  unconfirmed  claims  in  Missouri,  and  a  proclamation  having- 
been  issued  on  the  2oth  of  March  last  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  sales  at  the  several  land 
offices  in  that  State,  <lirecting  that,  in  addition  to  certain  specified  townships,  there  should  "  be  exposed 
to  public  sale,  without  reserve,  all  sections  or  parts  of  sections  subject  to  be  sold  by  the  United  States, 
and  situate  within  the  respective  limits  of  the  aforesaid  land  districts,  and  within  any  township  hereto- 
fore otlered  at  public  sale,  which  may  not  have  been  heretofore  exposed  at  public  sale,"  I  did,  after  mature 
consideration,  issue  tiie  circular  to  the  land  officers  in  Missouri  directing  the  unconfirmed  claims  to  be 
ofl'ered  for  sale,  dated  June  25,  1831,  of  which  the  paper  annexed,  marked  A,  is  a  copy;  but  fr(jm  the 
letters  of  those  officers,  of  which  tiie  papers  marked  B,  C,  D,  E,  and  F  are  copies,  it  will  be  seen  that  none 
of  them  were  exposed  to  public  sale  or  disposed  of  by  the  United  States  under  the  proclamation  of  the 
President  above  referred  to. 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELIJAH  IIAYWARD. 

The  I'KEsmF.NT  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  Siatert. 


Circular  to  the  land  officcrti  at  St.  Louitt,  Franklin,  ralvujra,  Jackson,  and  Lexington,  3Iissouri. 

General  Land  Office,  June  25,  1831. 

Gentlemen:  The  question  has  been  asked  whether  the  unconfirmed  private  claims  in  Missouri  are 
subject  to  sale  under  the  proclamation  of  the  President  dated  25tli  March  last. 

The  proviso  to  tlie  10th  section  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1811,  (Land  Laws,  page  591,)  is  in  the  following 
words:  "Provided,  however,  that  till  after  the  decision  of  Congress  thereon  no  tract  of  land  shall  be 
ofl'ered  for  sale  the  claim  to  which  has,  in  due  time  and  according  to  law,  been  presented  to  the  recorder 
of  land  titles  in  the  district  of  Louisiana,  and  filed  in  his  office,  for  the  purpose  of  being  investigated  by 
the  commissioners  appointed  for  ascertaining  the  rights  of  persons  claiming  lauds  in  the  Territory  of 
Louisiana." 

The  5th  section  of  the  act  of  May  2G,  1824,  (Land  Laws,  page  874,)  declares  that  "any  claim  to 
lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  within  the  jiurview  of  this  act,  which  shall  not  be  brought  by  petition 
before  the  said  courts  within  two  years  from  the  passing  of  this  act,  or  wliich,  after  being  brought  before 
the  said  courts,  shall,  on  account  of  the  neglect  or  delay  of  the  claimant,  not  be  prosecuted  to  a  final 
decision  within  three  j'ears,  shall  be  forever  barred,  both  in  law  and  in  equity;  and  no  other  action  at 
common  law,  or  proceeding  in  equity,  shall  ever  thereafter  be  sustained  in  any  court  whatever  in  relation 
to  said  claims." 

The  act  of  May  22,  1826,  merely  extends  the  time  for  filing  petitions  under  the  act  of  May  26,  1824, 
to  May  26,  1828. 

The  act  of  May  24, 1828,  further  extends  the  term  for  filing  petitions  in  reference  to  claims  in  Missouri 
to  May  26,  1829. 

Such  unconfirmed  claims,  therefore,  formerly  reserved  from  sale  under  the  act  of  March  3,  1811,  as 
have  not  been  brought  before  the  courts,  or  prosecuted  to  a  final  decision  under  any  of  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress above  alluded  to,  are  subject  to  be  offered  at  public  sale;  and  you  are  hereby  directed  to  offer  the 
same,  under  the  proclamation  of  tiie  President  of  the  United  States  above  alluded  to. 

After  the  close  of  the  sales  you  will  make  a  special  report,  specifying  the  unconfirmed  claims  which 
cover  lands  that  have  been  ofl'ered  at  public  sale,  designating  such  sales  as  may  have  been  made  interfering 
witii  tiie  unconfirmed  claims,  and  also  the  interfering  legal  subdivisions  not  sold. 
Very  respectl'uUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  HAYWARD. 


B. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  regider  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  to  the  Commissioner  of 

the  General  Land  Office,  dated  July  12,  1831. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  25th  of  June  last,  authorizing  us  to  offer  at  public  sale  all  the  unconfirmed 
private  claims  within  our  district,  has  been  received.  Having  no  information  in  our  office  as  to  what 
claims  have  been  brought  before  the  courts,  or  prosecuted  to  a  final  decision,  and  having  no  returns  of 
surveys  of  many  of  tlioso  claims  which  are  located  on  the  township  plats  without  being  sectioned,  and 
not  knowing  the  quantity'  in  the  fractional  quarters,  made  such  by  the  confirmation  of  the  village  commons, 
have  induced  us  to  withhold  from  sale  all  such  claims  until  further  instructions  shall  bo  received. 
We  are,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servants, 

W.  CHRISTY,  Eegister. 
B.  PRATTE,  Receiver. 
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C. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  rrgistrr  nf  llie  land  (;///<■('  at  Frajiklin,  Jlis^oari,  to  the  C'ominusioner  of  thi'  General 

Land  dfh-e,  dated  Jahj  LS,  l^oL 

■'I  luive  also  reccivcil  yuiirs  (if  tlio  2')tli  ultiiiio,  mi  tlio  siilijecl  i.T  tin-  iiiirnnrniiicl  iirivatc  chiiins  in 
Missouri.  I  have  written  Cor  inrormatioii  coiiccniinj;'  tliciii  to  tlio  oloik  ol'  Iho  ilisliic-l  couit  of  this  ilis- 
trict.  If  I  am  iiifornied  that  tiicy  liave  not  been  pfosccutfil  to  u  linai  lir^isinii,  acconliii};'  to  hiw,  I  shall 
have  them  immediately  added  to  the  list  alreadj'  jirepared,  and  sell  as  insUucted." 


D. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  reiji^ter  af  the  land  offiee  at  Franklin,  Mis.«jiirl,  In  the  (\immi.<.<ii}nrr  of  tJie  deneral 

Land  O'fiee,  dated  Aiirjii:<t  ^,  lSo\. 

Sir:  In  order  to  eomply  with  y^iur  instrnetiinis  in  relation  to  the  uneonfu'nied  privato  land  elainis  in 
Missouri,  I  addressed  a  letter  to  the  clerk  of  the  United  States  court  for  the  district  of  ^lissouri,  request- 
ing him  officially  to  certify  to  me  whether  certain  claimants  in  my  land  district  had  prosecuted  their  claims 
to  a  final  decision,  as  required  by  the  act  of  Congress  on  tiiat  subject.  Without  this  information,  I  con- 
ceived that  I  could  not  sell  them;  and  you  will  ]ierceive  by  the  enclosed  paper,  which  the  clerk  sent  me, 
that  he  has  failed  to  comply  with  my  request,  and  that,  at  so  late  a  day,  I  am  unable,  before  the  sale,  to 
obtain  the  information  from  any  other  source.  His  paper  has  neither  date  nor  signature. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  &c., 

II.   L.   BOON",   RerjiMer. 


Copy  of  the  paper  enclo^vd  in  ttie  above  letter. 

"  All  the  claims  that  were  filed  in  the  district  court  under  the  law  of  Congress  of  1824,  were,  by  leave 
of  the  court,  withdrawn  without  prejudice  immediately  after  the  decree  against  Soulard's  lieirs.  The 
heirs  of  Soiilaid  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court,  where  that  case  still  remains  undetermined.  Of  the 
claims  filed  under  the  law  of  1828,  the  court  decreed  against  the  heirs  of  Auguste  Clioteau  for  1,281 
arpents,  and  for  7,050  arpents  against  Do  Lassus,  assignee  of  De  Lnzierc's;  against  the  heirs  of  Macky 
Wherry,  and  against  the  heirs  of  James  Mackay.  All  the  other  claims  were  withdrawn  without  prejudice, 
by  leave  of  the  court,  except  the  claim  of  J.  B.  Placet,  and  one  of  John  MuUanphy,  assignee  of  La  Pierre 
and  Aubuchan,  which  were  coufii'med.  In  all  the  cases  decreed  against,  appeals  were  taken,  and  are  now 
waiting  the  decision  of  Soulard's  claim." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  regi!:ter  and  reeeicer  of  the  land  office  at  JacL:-<on,  3Iissotiri,  to  the  Commissioner 

of  the  General  Land  Office,  dated  Aufjust  9,  1831. 

"  B_v  your  instruction  of  June  25,  1831,  informing  us  what  unconfirmed  private  claims  are  to  be  sold, 
under  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  25th  of  March  last,  we  are  directed  to  sell  such  uncon- 
firmed claims,  formerly  reserved  from  sale  under  the  act  of  March  3,  1811,  as  have  not  been  brought 
before  the  court;  or  if  brought,  not  prosecuted  tii  a  final  decision,  agrecabl^y  to  law,  under  the  acts  of 
Congress  of  May  26,  1824,  May  22,  1826,  and  May  24,  1828.  Under  the  proclamation  of  the  President, 
we  conceive  it  would  have  been  our  duty  to  ofter  for  sale  the  land  embraced  in  the  proclamation,  regard- 
less of  its  being  embraced  in  unconfirmed  claims;  but  your  instruction  limits  the  generality  of  the  proc- 
lamation to  those  claims  not  presented  to  the  court;  or  if  presented,  not  prosecuted  agreeably  to  tlie  acts 
of  Congress  aforesaid. 

"  Wo  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  we  have  no  official  information  of  the  claims  presented  to  tlie 
court,  nor  of  the  failure  to  prosecute  those  presented;  and,  therefore,  cannot  determine  on  the  claims 
subject  to  sale,  under  your  instruction  of  the  25th  of  June  last.  Our  private  information  is  too  vague 
and  uncertain,  and  we  therefcire  ask  your  further  instruction  on  the  subject. 

"If  we  are  to  sell  the  unconfirmed  claims,  notwithstanding  any  proceedings  on  them  under  the  acts 
of  Congress  aforesaid,  then  there  is  no  difficulty  on  our  part;  but  if  we  are  to  select  the  claims  which  are 
to  be  sold,  as  your  instruction  directs,  we  have  no  data  by  which  to  make  the  selection.  We  cannot 
suppose  you  intend  the  claims  confirmed  under  the  acts  aforesaid,  nor  those  still  prosecuting  by  appeal  in 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States — and  there  are  some  of  both  descriptions  to  be  sold;  and  we 
cannot  discriminate  between  these  and  those  embraced  in  your  instruction,  for  want  of  precise  informa- 
tion." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  at  Palmyra,  Missouri,  to  the  Commissioner 

of  the  General  Land  Office,  dated  August  19,  1831. 

"  The  instructions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  25th  of  June,  in  relation  to  the  selling  of  the 
unconfirmed  Spanish  claims,  were  not  complied  with,  for  the  following  reason,  which  we  hope  will  be 
sufficiently  satisfactory  to  you  and  exculpatory  of  our  course  in  violating  these  instructions.     We  had  no 
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evidence  in  this  office  by  wiiich  we  could  tell  which  chiiins  were  embraced  in  your  instructions;  and  the 
means  of  {retting  tiie  evidence  in  time  for  the  sales  was  not  i'urnished,  and  we  knew  not  where  to  obtain 
it.  Under  tiiese  circumstances,  we  hope,  sir,  that  our  course  maj-  meet  yuur  approbation;  and  we  have 
no  hesitation  in  expressing  it  as  the  firm  conviction  of  our  best  jiidgnient  that  the  interest  of  the  govern- 
ment will  be  promoted  and  the  cimvenience  of  the  citizens  increased  by  the  course  we  thought  proper  to 
pursue  in  relation  to  this  subject." 


22i)  Co.N-GREss.]  No.   955.  [1st  Session- ■ 

APPLICATION  OP  TIIE   OFFICERS  OF  TIIE  ARMY  OF  TIIE  AVAR   OF  181-2-'15  FOR  BOUNTY 

.     LAND 

COMMU.NICATEII  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  KEPKESEN'TATIVES  JANU.^RY  .3,    1832. 

To  the  honoraUr  the  Senale  and  House  of  Bepretrentatives  cf  the  United  States  in  Congress  aiisembled : 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  officers  of  the  second  war  of  independence,  for  themselves  and  the 
other  officers  who  served  in  the  army  of  the  Ignited  States  daring  such  war,  respectfully  represents  :  That 
on  the  30th  of  January,  1820,  a  memorial  was  signed  by  a  committee  acting  in  their  behalf;  that  this 
memorial  and  various  others,  as  well  as  a  statement  of  their  claim  by  tlieir  agent,  have  been  presented  to 
your  honorable  bodies  ;  that  on  the  ITth  of  May,  182G,  a  favorable  report  was  made  by  a  select  committee 
which  was  never  acted  on  ;  but  that  on  the  1st  of  March,  1831,  the  Committee  on  Public   Lands,  as  if 
roused  by  the  injustice  whicii  delaj'  had  done  to  your  petitioners,  did  make  a  report,  not  less  distinguished 
for  its  research  than  the  accuracy  of  its  views,  not  less  honorable  to  the  committee  and  the  country  than 
just  to  the  officers  and  acceptable  to  their  widows  and  children.     This  able  report  your  petitioners  adopt 
with  heartfelt  gratitude  as  a  full  statement  of  their  claim,  and  earnestly  pray  that  a  prompt  decision  be 
made  on  its  merits   and  the  policj'   which  the   report  indicates.      Although  the   innnediate  connexion 
between  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  second  war  of  independence  has  been  dissolved  by  the  blessings 
of  an  honorable  peace,  yet  there  is  an  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  former  to  extend  a  guardian  care  over 
the  interests  of  the  latter,  which  death  alone  can  destroy.     Impressed  with  this  belief,  your  petitioners 
would  respectfully  submit  that  those  soldiers  who  enlisted  after  the  11th  of  December,  1814,  received  a 
gratuity  of  $124   in  cash,   and   320  acres  of  land  ;  and  that  those  who  enlisted  previous  to  that  date 
received  but  §16  in  cash,  and    100  acres  of  land;  and  yet  the  first  never  performed  a  march  beyond  the 
recruiting  rendezvous,  nor  encountered  the  toils,  or  sulfered  by  the  exposure  of  camp  dut}';  much  more, 
they  never  met  an  enemy;  whilst  the  last  bore  the  brunt  and  dangers  of  the  war,  and   by  their  valor, 
their  wounds,  and  their  discipline,  evinced  that  freemen  who  were  determined  to  preserve  that  indepen- 
dence which  their  fatlicrs  had  estaldished  were  not  to  be  concpicred  by  veteran  mercenaries.     The  services 
f)f  the  one  stand  in  bold  contrast  with  the  rewards  extended  to  the  other;  and  still,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
petitioners,  the  soldiers  of  the  late  war,  generally,  have  cause  to  complain  that  the  intention  of  the  laws 
in  their  behalf  have  not  been  carried  into  elTect,  and  that  l)y  the  regulations  of  the  government  adverse  to 
such  intention  many  of  them  have  been  tofalhj  deiirived  of  the  land  granted  in  their  )iames.     It  was  the 
intention  of  the  act  of  the  0th  May,  1812,  that  they  should  have  a  choice  of  lands  by  lot  in  either  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan  or  the  then  Territories  of  Illinois  and   Louisiana;  yet,  by  a  subsequent  act,  they  were 
deprived  of  the  right  so  secured,  of  designating  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  have  been  compelled  to 
take  lands  in  Arkansas,  where  they  were  and  are  not  worth  one-fourth  as  much  as  those  in  Michigan. 
The  right  to  designate  the  Territory  was,   moreover,  rendered   nugatory  by  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  drawing  the  lottery  but  for  one  Territory  at  a  time.     It  was  the  intention  of  the  law  that 
the  soldiers  should  not  be  divested  of  their  titles  until  they  came  into  legal  possession  of  the  land  by  an 
actual  reception  of  the  patent  in  jierson,  or  by  their  authorized  agents;  j'et  the  regulation  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the   General   Land   Ofiice,  allowing  members  of  Congress   to  designate  the  Territory,  and  to 
receive  patents  on  the  mere  request  of  third  persons,  and  without  the  knowledge  of  the  soldiers,  has  enabled 
speculators  and  others  to  secure  tax  titles,  and  leaves  the  soldier,  who  has  never  applied  for  his  patent, 
the  reward  of  learning  that  some  ten  or  thirteen  years  since  his  patent  was  issued,  and  the  consolation  that 
his  title  has  been  wrested  from  him  by  the  operation  of  local  laws,  of  which  he  knew  as  little  as  he  did 
that  he  had  been  constituted  a  freeholder.     Your  petitioners   will   not  undertake  to  suggest  the  remedy 
for  this  manifest  injustice,  but,  relying  on  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  your  honorable  bodies,  they  commit 
their  own  and  the  soldiers'  claim  to  your  consideration,  praying  that  this  and  all  other  memorials,  reports, 
and  documents   which  have  hitherto  been  presented,  may  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  and  that  the  War  Department  be  called  upon  to  report  and  estimate  of  the  value  of  all  munitions 
of  war,  provisions,  and  other  property  captured  or  destroyed  by  the  army  at  New  Orleans,  Little  York, 
and  on  the  river  Thames,  during  the  campaigns  of  1812  and  1813,  as  well  as  at  Forts  Bowyer,  Maiden, 
Detroit,  George,  Erie,  and  elsewhere.     And,  as  in  duty  bound,  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray. 


1832. 
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22d  Coxguess.]  No.   956.  [IstSkssion. 

ON    CLAIMS    TO     1' UK- KM  r  T  10  X     ItHill'I'S     IX     FLOKIHA. 

CdMMlN'ICATr.n    TO    TIIK    Ildl'SK    dl-'    IIKri'.ESKXTATl VKS    .lAMAUV    I!,     1  S:V2. 

Mr.  Irwin',  I'mm  tlio  ('(iMiiiiittco  on  Public  Lands,  bi'iiii;-  iiistnicti'il  tn  iiii|iiiri'  inin  tlir  cxiiiMliciiri'v  dl'  i;i:iiil- 
iiig  tiio  I'ig-lit  of  i>ro-eiiii)tioii  to  Mary  Daws,  Robert  Boiul,  .lames  Patridg-e,  and  .Toiin  (i.  Siuilli,  wlidsr 
iniprovements  were  ineliiiied  in  the  reservations  made  by  the  treaty  with  the  j-'hiriiia  Indians,  on  the 
18tii  of  September,  18215,  reported: 

Tiiat  an  aet  was  pass<'il  liy  Coiig-ress  on  the  2'2d  of  April.  18-2('i,  whieii  g-ave  tlie  rij^-ht  n{'  pre-emption 
to  every  person,  or  the  leg'al  r(_'[iresentatives  of  any  (lersoii,  who,  lieing'  the  heail  df  a  family,  dr  twenty- 
one  years  of  ag-e,  had,  |)revious  to  the  iirst  of  January,  182;"),  actually  iidialiiti'd  and  eulli\  aled  a  tract  dl 
land  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  had  not  removed  from  th(!  said  Territory. 

From  the  evidence  presented  to  the  committee,  it  appears  that  the  above-nameil  jiersdns,  pievidus  td 
the  1st  of  January,  1825,  did  actually  inhabit  and  cultivate  lands  in  Florida,  and  for  which  they  would 
have  been  entitled  to  pre<'mptions,  had  not  the  lands  by  them  cultivated  and  inhabited  been  included  in 
the  reservations  made  by  the  treaty  with  the  Florida  Indians. 

To  three  individuals  whose  improvements  were  included  within  the  Indian  reservations  pre-einption 
rights  were  granted  fdr  other  lands  in  the  same  district    by  an  act   of  Congress  passed  Februarj'  8,  1827. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  the  bi-netits  derived  by  other  settlers  from  the  i)rivileg<>  of 
securing-  tln'ir  own  improvements,  under  the  provisions  of  the  above-recited  act,  ought  to  be  extemled  to 
the  apjilicants;  and  for  that  iniri)ose  a  bill  is  herewith  reported  to  the  House. 


22d  Congress."!  No.    957.  [Ist  SEssin>f. 

ADVERSE    TO    MAKING    GOOD  A  DEFICIEXCY  IX    A    FRACTIONAL  QUARTER  SECTION  OF 

LAND. 

COMMr.VIC.\TED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    KErRESEXT.\TIVES    JAXCARV    3,    1832. 

Mr.  Irwin,  from  the  Committee  dii  Puldic  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  claim  of  William  Wickersliam, 

reported: 

That  by  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  7th  June,  1796,  the  surveyor  general  was  required  to  cause  to  be 
surveyed  into  townships  of  live  miles  square  a  tract  of  countiy  lying  in  the  State  (jf  Ohio,  commonly 
called  the  United  States  military  district.  Corners  were  directed  to  be  fixed  in  the  lines  of  survey,  divid- 
ing the  townships  into  quarter  townships,  or  tracts  of  four  thousand  acres  each.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  on  application,  was  required  to  register  warrants  for  military  services  to  the  amount  of  any 
one  or  more  tracts,  for  any  person  holding  the  same.  In  this  way  only,  under  the  above-recited  act,  could 
those  quarter  townships  be  ap)iro]iriated. 

By  an  act  of  February  11,  1800,  fifty  of  the  quarter  townships  that  remained  unlocated  were  reserved 
to  satisfy  warrants  granted  to  individuals  for  their  military  services.  These  reservations  the  Sccretaiy 
of  the  Treasury  was  directed  to  divide  iuto  lots  of  100  acres  each  on  the  respective  plats  thereof. 

In  all  the  surveys  made  in  this  district  the  lines  are  run  to  the  cardinal  points,  except  the  northern 
boundary,  which  runs  in  a  northeast  and  southwest  direction.  The  deviation  of  this  Hue  from  the  rest 
produced  along  the  nortliern  boundary  a  set  of  fractions,  containing,  in  some  instances,  a  less  quantity 
than  100  acres. 

The  applicant,  wlio  is  the  assig'iice  of  a  military  warrant  for  100  acres,  by  liis  agent,  Benjamin 
Haugh,  esq.,  Ifjcated  his  warrant  on  one  of  those  fractions,  which  contained  only  43.15  acres,  and  pro- 
cured a  patent  therefor,  in  which  the  lot  is  said  to  contain  100  acres.  For  this  deficiency  he  asks  for  a 
remuneration  in  land  or  money. 

No  proof  is  adduced  in  support  of  the  claim  other  tlian  the  letter  of  Mr.  Graham,  late  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  which  he  states  tliat  the  lot  is  noted  in  the  surveys  returned  to  his  office 
as  containing-  43.15  acres  onlj-,  and  gives  it  as  his  opinion  that  Mr.  Ilaugh  knew  it,  but  was  induced 
to  make  the  entry  in  consequence  of  the  description  given  of  the  (juality  of  the  land  in  tlie  field-notes. 

The  10th  section  of  the  last-recited  act  is  in  these  words:  "  Tliat  tlie  actual  plat  and  survey,  returned 
bj'  the  surveyor  general,  of  quarter  townships  and  fractional  parts  of  (piarter  townships,  contained  and 
described  in  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  shall  be  cousidc'red  as  final  and  conclusive,  so  far  as 
relates  to  the  quantity  of  land  supposed  to  bo  contained  in  the  quarter  township  and  fractions,  so  that  no 
claim  shall  hereafter  be  set  up  against  the  United  States  by  any  proprietor  or  holder  of  warrants  for 
military  services,  on  account  of  any  deficiency  in  the  quantity  of  land  contained  in  the  quarter  township, 
or  fractional  part  of  a  quarter  township,  which  sh.aU  have  been  located  by  such  proprietor  or  holder;  nor 
shall  any  claim  hereafter  be  set  up  by  the  United  States  against  such  proprietor  or  holder  on  account  of 
the  excess  in  the  quantity  of  land  contained  therein." 

It  is  the  opiinion  of  the  committee  that  Mr.  Wickersliam  has  no  well-founded  claim  upon  the  govern- 
ment, and  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  furtlier  consideration  of  the  subject. 


340  r  U  B  L  1  0    L  A  X  D  S .  [No.  959 . 


22n  Cn.vfiRF.ss.l  -No.    9oS.  [1st  Session. 

ON  THE  .U'l'LICATION  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OP  THE  TRANSYLVANIA  TTXIVERSITY  FOR  A 

DONATION  OF  LAND. 

COMMU-XIC.Vl  ED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    RErRESENTATIVES    .I.INUARY    4,    1832. 

Mr.  A  1,1. EN,  from  the  Select  Committee  to  wlioin  was  rcfurred  the  petition  of  the  trustees  of  Traiisj'lv.auia 

University,  reported: 

The  petitioners  state  that  the  principal  college  edifice  belonging  to  said  institution  was  recently 
destroyed  by  tire;  that,  at  tlie  same  time,  her  valuabile  law  library,  containing  about  six  hundred  volumes, 
together  witli  a  considerable  portion  of  her  miscellaneous  librarj',  and  a  part  of  her  philosophical  apparatus, 
were  consumed;  that  the  edifice  destroyed  had  been  erected  a  few  years  ago,  at  an  expense  of  about 
$30,000,  and  the  other  property  destroyed  is  estimated  at  about  $5,000;  and  the  consequence  of  this  heavy 
calamity  is,  that  the  university  is  at  this  time  destitute  of  a  building  suitable  for  the  purposes  of  education. 
Having  no  means  to  repair  this  loss,  and  feeling  in  other  respects  the  necessity  of  aid,  she  applies  for  relief 
to  the  national  legislature. 

The  committee  have  considered  the  i)etition  under  the  conviction,  common  to  themselves  and  their 
fellow-citizens  of  the  United  States,  that  the  cause  of  literature  and  science  is  closely  connected  with  the 
permanence  of  our  free  institutions  and  the  elevation  of  our  national  character.  When  these  important 
interests  can  be  aided  by  the  representatives  of  the  people  consistently  with  other  duties,  there  is,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  a  manifest  propriety  that  the  aid  should  be  afforded;  and  they  are  gratified  at 
perceiving',  in  the  past  legislation  of  Congress,  a  sanction  to  this  opinion. 

Among  the  examples  of  the  views  of  Congress  on  this  subject,  the  committee  will  now  barel}' refer  to 
the  act  granting  additional  land,  cciuivalont  to  a  tovvnship,-to  the  citizens  of  the  State  of  Indiana  for  the 
use  of  schools;  and  the  grant  made  to  the  trustees  of  the  Lafayette  Academy,  in  Alabama,  for  the  benefit 
of  said  academy;  and  to  tlie  act  granting  a  township  of  land  to  Connecticut,  to  aid  in  instructing  the  deaf 
and  dumb;  and  also  the  grant  heretofore  made  to  Kentucky  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  committee  cannot  imagine  a  stronger  case  for  a  similar  grant  than  that  which  is  presented  by  the 
petition  of  Transylvania  University.  This  institution,  after  struggling  during  infancy,  like  the  region  in 
which  it  is  located,  with  liardship  and  difficulty,  has  grown  with  the  growth  of  the  west.  Her  beneficent 
agenc3'  has  been  extended  in  dis])ensing  knowledge  throughout  that  extensive  and  interesting  country; 
and  it  is  believed  that,  in  every  State  which  has  been  added  to  the  old  thirteen  members  of  the  confederacy, 
some  of  her  ahanni  are  found  occupying  a  distinguished  rank  on  the  bench,  in  the  legislative  hall,  or  in  the 
paths  of  the  learned  professions.  This  honorable  evidence  of  her  usefulness,  though  most  striking,  is, 
perhaps,  less  important  than  the  stock  of  information  which  has  been  carried  from  her  walls  to  the  pursuits 
of  ordinary  life,  meliorating  and  enriching  the  general  mind,  and  fitting  the  citizens  for  the  discharge  of 
his  duties  as  a  man,  and  for  justly  estimating  his  political  rights. 

If  the  whole  Union  is  interested  in  the  social  advancement  of  every  portion  of  it,  an  institution  which 
has,  by  great  and  disinterested  efiorts,  diffused  the  blessings  of  education  through  a  large  region  deserves 
the  favorable  notice  of  Congress.  She  comes  before  it  at  a  moment  when  her  prospects  of  conferring 
future  advantages  on  the  public  are  clouded  by  a  dire  and  unforeseen  misfortune,  and  when  the  past 
exertions  of  the  wise,  the  good,  and  the  liberal,  to  render  her  the  continuing  source  of  national  blessings 
are  menaced  witli  disappointment.  Regarding  the  petition  with  the  consideration  due  to  past  services  in 
the  great  cause  of  education,  to  present  calamity,  and  to  the  faculty  of  communicating  yet  higher  benefits 
to  their  fellow-citizens,  the  conimittee  report  the  accompanying  bill. 


22d  Congre.ss.]  No.   959.  [1st  Session. 


APPLICATION  OF  INDIANA  THAT  SCRIP  MAY  BE  ISSUED  FOR  LANDS  FORFEITED  FOR 

NON-PAYMENT. 

COMMU.VICATED    to    the    senate   JANUARY  5,  1S32. 

A  MEMORIAL  of  tfie  geaerat  assembly  of  tlie  State  of  Indiana  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  for  the  relief  of  perEons 

whose  lands  have  been  forfeited. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  represent  to  j'our  honorable  body  that  there  are  many  persons  in  this 
State  who  did  not  avail  themselves  of  tlie  benefit  of  the  last  law  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  extend- 
ing relief  to  the  purchasers  of  public  lands,  which  authorized  scrip  to  be  issued  within  nine  months  from 
the  passage  of  said  law  to  such  as  might  not  be  able  to  make  complete  payment  before  the  time  at  which 
the  said  lands,  by  the  provisions  of  the  law  aforesaid,  would  be  forfeited  to  the  general  government;  and 
as  there  are  many  persons  who  did  not  take  advantage  of  this  provision,  under  impression  that  they 
would  bo  able  to  make  payment  before  the  expiration  of  the  time  limited  in  the  act  aforesaid,  your  memo- 
rialists, therefore,  respectfully  solicit  the  passage  of  a  law  at  the  present  session  of  Congress,  authorizing 
the  issuing  of  scrip  to  all  who  did  not  take  advantage  of  the  former  act. 

II.  H.  "MOORE,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
DAVID  WALLACE,  President  of  the  Senate. 
Approved  December  21,  1831. 

-^  N.  NOBLE. 


1832.J 
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CIkneuai,  Lanh  Oiik  k,  Juiniciri/  \2,  ISIVJ. 

Sir:  I  have  rcceivcil  ymi'-  letter  of  the  9th  iiist:iiit,  wlierciii  yim  state  that  the  ('Diiiiiiittce  mi  I'liMio 
Lands  have  nmlei'  e(>n.si<leration  the  i>ropriet.v  nf  i;-i-aiUiii,i;"  .scrip  in  all  eases  of  i'ori'ciliire  ol"  Ihc  piil>lic 
lauds,  and  recpiestinn'  uironiiatinu  as  t^i  what  wuuld  lie  the  ainuiuit  ol' scrip  necessary  to  satisfy  all  chiims 
that  would  be  made. 

To  entin'  into  a  niinuto  investig'ation  of  the  accounts  in  ni'dcr  tu  salist'y  yunr  inipiiry  with  jii-eeisinn 
would  consume  more  time  than  would  comport  with  the  views  nt  the  ciminiittec.  1  therelnre  winild  Iji'j;' 
leave  to  state,  without  resorting  to  a  labored  process  of  investigation,  that  the  auLoiint  (if  moneys  jiaid 
and  forfeited  on  lands  which  have  reverted  to  the  government,  after  lia\ing  been  further  credited  under 
the  relief  laws  of  1821,  1822,  and  1823,  and  after  the  operation  of  the  relief  laws  of  March  21,  1830,  and 
February  25,  1831,  is  estimated  to  be  between  §525,000  and  $550,000. 

There  is  a  descrijition  of  forfeiture  technically  termed  "excesses  firfeited,"  which  are  moneys 
remaining  unapplied  by  the  purchaser,  after  the  closing  of  all  his  accounts  by  the  transfer  thereto  of  tlie 
monri/^ paid  an  land^:  niinqiii^Iu'd.  The  relief  law  of  March  2,  1821,  proviiles  that  no  repayment  shall  be 
made  in  such  cases.  TIk^  aggregate  amount  of  these  "excesses  firfeited,"  under  the  several  laws  author- 
izing' the  closing'  of  aci'ounts  by  relinqiiislmieiit,  is  between  $10,000  and  $17,000.  These  excesses  are 
scattered  through  many  thousands  of  accounts,  and  consist  of  every  variety  of  amount,  from  a  few  cents 
to  a  dollar;  and  varying-  from  a  few  dollars  to  forty,  fifty,  and  in  some  cases  one  hundred  dollars;  and  in 
some  instances  a  greater  amount,  where  there  is  a  great  number  of  tracts  relini[uished  by  one  individual. 

In  case,  therefore,  the  committee  intend  to  embrace  this  description  of  forfeitures  iii  any  general  pro- 
visions on  the  suliject  of  issuing  scrip  fir  moneys  firfeited,  not  provided  for  by  existing  laws,  1  take  leave 
to  suggest  the  expediency  of  ]H'oviding  a  7»//inn»»i   amount  of  f  irfeiture  so   as  to   exclude  small  claims, 
which  g'ive  trouble  to  the  agents  of  the   government    without    a  correspionding'  value  to  the  part}'. 
1  am,  iti'., 

E.  IIAYWAUU. 

lion,  ^V.  W.  Irwix,  H(jii^f'  nf  Rrpn'scnlaficc^. 


Gener.\i,  L.vn'd  Office,  January  19,  1832. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  lOtli  instant,  accompanied  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  and  a 
memorial  of  the  legislature  of  Indiana,  praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  the  issuing'  of  scrip 
in  all  cases  of  forfeited  land,  wherein  the  [larties  did  not  avail  themselves  of  the  benefits  of  the  act  of 
March  31,  1S30,  b}'  tiling  their  applications  for  scrip  within  the  term  of  nine  months,  as  prescribed  by 
that  act. 

I  enclose,  fir  your  information  on  this  subject,  a  copy  of  a  letter  recently  addressed  by  m<'  to  Jlr. 
Irwin,  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  re|ilj'  to  an  inquiry  from  him  as  to  the  amount  of  scrip  that 
would  be  issuable  in  cases  of  forfeiture  not  already  provided  for  bylaw.  This  letter  will  afford  such 
general  information  on  the  subject  as  I  hope  may  be  satisfactory  to  the  committee. 

You  inquire  whether  cases  of  forfeitures,  like  those  for  which  relief  is  prayed  in  tlie  accompanying 
memorial  and  resolution,  are  numerous;  and  whether  such  relief  can  be  granted  by  Congress  without 
serious  inconvenience  to  this  department.  I  reply  to  this  inquiry  that  the  forfeitures  to  which  you  refer 
are  numerous.  The  duty  of  this  office,  in  relation  to  the  issuing  of  scrip,  is  to  examine  the  abstracts  of 
scrip,  and  to  compare  them  witli  the  accounts  in  the  old  credit  system  books  of  each  person  claiming 
scrip;  to  prepare  and  transmit  to  the  several  land  offices  the  blank  forms  of  the  scrip  to  be  bj'  them 
issued,  and  to  carry  on  such  correspondence  with  the  land  officers  as  may  be  necessary  in  reference  to 
any  discrepancies  f  >und  to  exist  between  their  books  and  the  books  of  this  office,  either  as  to  the  party  to 
whom  the  scrip  is  issuable,  the  designation  of  the  tract,  or  the  amount  of  money  to  be  embraced  by  the 
certificate. 

Hence  it  will  appear  that  any  additional  act  authorizing  tlie  issuing  of  scrip  must  necessarily  increase 
the  duties  of  this  office;  the  duties  of  at  least  eight  of  the   clerks   in  this  office  will  be  increased  therel.iy. 
With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

KTJ.T.VII  HAYW'AKD. 

Hon.  Joiix  Tirrox,  Senate  of  the  United  States. 


22d  Coxcress.]  No.  960.  [LsT  Session'. 

ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    I\    LOUISIANA. 

COMMUXICATEn  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESEXT.\TIVES  .lAXL'ARV  G,    1832. 

Mr.  Cave  Jonxsox,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 

Cwsar  I.  Curry,  reported: 

The  petitioner  sets  forth  that  he  was  born  under  the  Spanish  government,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
in  the  year  1790,  and  that  in  the  year  1800  the  Spanish  government  granted  to  him  four  hundred  arpents 
of  land  on  the  Bayou  Rapides;  that  the  claim  for  the  land  was  presented  to  the  land  commissioners  in 
1811  at  Opelousas,  and  admitted  and  passed  by  them  as  a  good  and  valid  claim;  he  further  states  that, 
being  an  infant,  he  ■n'as  not  able  to  prosecute  and  attend  to  his  claim  until  all  the  vacant  lands  on  the 
baj'ou  were  taken  up;  that  he  attempted,  after  he  arrived  at  age,  to  locate  the  same  on  the  bayou,  but 
failed;  and  prays  the  privilege  of  locating  his  land  in  some  other  place.     Accompanv'ing  the  petition  is  a 
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survey  and  plat  made  by  Carlos  Trudean,  the  Spanish  survej'or,  prior  to  1800,  and  Is  certified  to  be  a  true 
copy  by  Valentine  King-,  the  register  of  the  land  office  in  the  Opeloiisas,  in  Louisiana;  a'nd  also  a  copy  of 
the  report  of  the  land  comniissioners  confirming  the  claim  of  said  petitioner  to  said  four  hundred  arpents  of 
land,  which  is  also  certified  by  the  register  of  the  land  office.  There  is  also  exhibited  to  tiie  committee  a 
paper  purporting  to  be  the  copy  of  a  judgment  of  the  district  court  of  Louisiana  at  the  parish  of  Rapides, 
dated  April  term,  1830,  given  in  a  case  of  C;esar  L  Currj'  against  Bynam  and  Robertson,  in  which  the 
court  give  an  opinion  in  favor  of  Bynam  and  Robertson  against  said  Curry,  certified  by  the  clerk  of  the 
court  at  Alexandria  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  judgment.  There  is  no  evidence  before  the  committee  showing 
the  nature  of  the  suit  between  said  parties,  or  upon  what  principle  the  case  was  determined;  the  com- 
mittee do  not  understand  that  the  United  States  are  liable  as  warrantors  or  vendors  to  the  individual 
who  held  lands  under  French  or  Spanish  titles,  and  which  have  been  favorably  reported  by  the  commis- 
.sioners  of  tiic  land  oftice.  But  if  they  were,  there  is  not  sufficient  evidence  exhibited  in  tliis  case  to  justif)' 
the  House  in  giving  the  iietitioner  tlie  relief  asked. 

They  tiierefore  recommend  tlie  rejection  of  the  cliiiui. 


22d  Coxgress.]  No.   961.  [1st  Session. 

ON    CLAIM    TO    L  A  N 1)    IN    MICHIGAN. 

CO.MMUNICATED  Til  THE  HOfSE  OF  KEPRESKN'TATIVES  .lAXUARY   10,  1832. 

Air.  Stanberry,  from  the  Committee  on  I'rivate  Land  Claims,  to  whom. was  referred   the   jtetitiou    of  J(.)el 

Thomas,  reported : 

The  petitioner  claims  a  tract  of  640  acres  of  land,  on  the  g'round  of  settlement  and  cultivation  from 
1796  to  1807,  under  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  latter  date. 

It  appears  I'rom  tlie  evidence  that  Jolin  Reynolds,  under  whom  the  petitioner  claims,  took  possession 
of  the  land  in  1794  or  1795,  made  an  improvement  on  it  and  continued  in  possession  until  1798  or  1799, 
about  which  time  he  left  the  Michigan.  It  also  apjjears  that  the  petitioner  took  possession  of  the  land 
more  than  twenty-six  years  ago,  and  that  he  has  continued  in  possession  ever  since,  cultivating  the  same, 
and  claiming  the  same  as  his  own. 

There  is  a  space  of  three  or  four  years,  from  1796  to  1807,  where  there  is  no  proof  that  this  land  was 
occupied  by  any  person.  It  was  on  this  ground,  principally,  tiiat  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims 
reported  against  the  claim  at  the  first  session  of  the  last  Congress. 

The  petitioner  has  since  procured  testimony  which  proves  that  all  the  white  inhabitants  were  driven 
from  the  land,  as  well  as  from  the  adjoining  tracts,  by  the  Indians,  and  by  them  kept  out  of  possession 
for  several  years.  This,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  accounts  for  the  laud  not  being  occupied  during 
the  said  time. 

The  committee  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  tiiat  the  title  of  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and 
accordingly  report  a  bill. 


22d  Coxgress.]  No.  9G2.  [1st  Session. 


ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    MISSOURI. 

COM.MUXICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE    OF  REPRESEXT.iTIVES  JAXfARY   10,   1832. 

Mr.  Cave  Johxsox,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 

Archibald  Gamble,  reported: 

That  tiie  petitioner  claims  a  tract  of  laud  in  Missouri,  of  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  by  virtue  of 
a  New  Madrid  certificate  issued  under  the  act  of  1817,  and  numbered  333,  issued  to  John  B.  Thibault;  and 
that  the  same  was  located  on  the  southwest  fractional  quarter  of  section  twenty-two,  which  is  not 
embraced  by  Robert  Simpson's  location  dated  Maj^  7,  1818;  the  southeast  fractional  quarter  of  the  same 
section,  the  northwest  fractional  quarter  section  twenty-seven,  and  so  much  oft"  the  north  part  of  the 
eastern  half  of  the  same  section  as  would  make  the  quantity  of  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  in  township 
No.  40,  range  6,  east  of  the  fifth  principal  meridian.  Petitioner  also  alleges  that  at  the  fall  sales  in  Mis- 
souri in  1823  the  officers  of  tlie  United  States  sold  the  said  lands  owing  to  an  omission  on  the  part  of  the 
surveyor  to  designate  said  claim  on  tiie  plat  returned  by  him  to  the  recorder  and  register,  and  that  the 
same  land  has  been  patented  by  the  United  States  to  the  second  purchaser,  and  prays  for  leave  to  enter 
the  same  quantity  of  land  on  other  public  lands  of  the  United  States. 

•       The  statements  in  the  petition  are  supported  by  the  letter  of  the  land  connnissioners,  and  the  certified 
copy  of  the  entry  which  accompanies  it,  and  is  made  a  part  of  this  repo'-t. 

The  committee  therefore  report  a  bill  for  his  relief. 


1832. 
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Gknkiiai.  Land  Ofkick,  Januanj  !),  1832. 
Sir:   I  liavo  the  lumor  to  ackiHiwltMln'c  the  receipt   of  youi-   Irtter   ol'  llie   S(h   iiisfunt,  und   return   \\\o. 
statement  of  Jlr.  Cliristy  therein  enehised. 

By  the  phit  of  township  40  north,  ranye  (i  east,  retnrned  to  thi.s  (illiei^  by  tiie  siu'veyor  general,  it 
appears  that  tiie  novtiiwest  fractional  (juarter  of  section  twenty-seven  and  all  of  the  sonth  fractional  half 
of  section  twenty-two,  with  the  exception  of  a  piec(>  containinn-  54.35  acres  in  the  northwest  corner  of 
that  fractional  half  section,  have  been  located  by  a  New  Madrid  certilieate,  numbered  333,  in  favor  of  J. 
B  Thibault;  and  from  the  returns  of  the  land  otiicers  at  St.  Louis  it  appears  that  the  northwest  fraeti<inal 
quarter  of  twenty-seven  was  sidd  to  Henry  ^Valton  on  the  twenty-si.xtli  of  November,  1S23,  as  containing 
1211.71  acres;  and  the  wiiole  of  the  south  fractional  half  of  section  tweidj'-two  was  sold  on  the  4th  iif 
Js'uvcniber,  1823,  to  .John  Walton,  as  containing  2".tll.()2  acres. 
1  am,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELI.IAII  IIAYWAIU). 
Hon.  \V.  II.  At:iii.KV,  limine  (if  L'rjiregrnlativcs. 


May  1(>,  1818. 

Thomas  IIem])stead  and  Charles  8.  IIern)istead,  as  the  legal  representatives  of  John  Baptiste  Thibault, 
locate  four  hundred  anil  eigiity  acres  of  land  by  virtue  of  a  certificate,  No.  333,  issued  by  Frederick  Bates, 
esq.,  dated  St.  Louis,  September  2(i,  ISIT,  to  wit:  the  southwest  fractional  quarter  of  section  twenty-two, 
which  is  not  endjraced  by  Kobert  Simpson's  location,  dated  the  seventh  day  of  this  same  month;  the  south- 
cast  fractional  quarter  of  the  same  section,  the  northwest  fractional  quarter  of  section  twenty-seven,  and 
so  much  otV  from  the  north  part  of  the  eastern  half  of  the  same  section  twent_y-seven  as  will  make  the 
([uantity;  the  said  sections  being  in  townshiji  forty-six,  north  of  tiie  base  line,  and  range  six,  east  of  the 
fifth  princii>al  meridian. 

JOSEPH  C.  BROWX, 
For  THOMAS  HEMPSTEAD  and 

CIL\KLES   S.  HEMPSTEAU. 


Sukveyok's  Officp:,  SI.  Loui.'<,  A\ii:cmbiT  24,  1830. 

The  above  is  a  correct  co|>y  of  tlie  original  notice  of  location  (wliich  is  on  file  iu  this  office)  of  four 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  ian<l.  under  tlie  New  Madrid  certificate,  (Xo.  333,)  in  the  name  of  "  John  B. 
Thibault,"  or  his  leg-al  reiuesentative?. 

W.  McKEE,  Surcci/or  qf  Public  Land.-<. 


22d  Congress.]  No.    963.  [1st  Session. 

ON    CLAIM    TO    A    PRE-EMPTION    RIGHT    IN    LOUISIANA. 

C0JIMLMC.1TE1)  TO  THE  HOU.-^E  OF  KEFRESEXT.VTIVES  .I.\NFARY    10,    1S32. 

Mr.  Mar.<hali.,  fn.im  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  iietiti(.in  of  William 

B.  Keene  and  John  L.  Martin,  reported: 

That  it  is  satisfactorily  shown  that  the  claimants  were  entitled,  under  the  pre-emption  law  of  the  29tii 
of  May,  1830,  to  a  preference  in  becoming  the  purcliascrs  of  a  tract  of  land  on  Lake  Providence,  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana.  On  a  survey  of  the  fractional  township  in  which  the  land  is  situated,  long  after  thej- 
had  made  their  improvements,  it  appears  that  the  part  which  they  had  improved  was  designated  as  No. 
16,  which  by  law  is  reserved  for  the  use  of  schools.  It  further  appears  that  the  petitioners  had  made 
very  valuable  improvements  bj'  erecting  a  cotton  gin  and  mill,  and  other  buildings,  on  the  land.  The 
receiver  of  public  moneys  in  that  district  refused  to  permit  them  to  complete  their  purchase,  but  earnestly 
recommended  the  case  as  one  of  great  hardship  to  the  favorable  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
It  appears  that  in  surveying  the  township  in  this  case  the  ordinary  mode  was  deviated  from,  and  those 
who  made  the  improvement  could  not  have  anticipated  that  it  would  fall  within  No.  10. 

On  application  to  the  department  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  OfBce  was  inclined  to  permit 
the  claimants  to  complete  their  purchase,  and  to  direct  the  register  and  receiver  in  that  land  district  to 
select  and  reserve  for  the  use  of  schools  an  equal  quantity  of  lands  of  the  same  value  in  lieu  of  it  in  the 
same  or  the  next  adjoining  township;  but  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  of  opinion  that  it  could 
not  be  done  consistently  with  the  existing  laws.  The  committee  arc  of  opinion  that  the  views  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  are  equitable,  and  that  the  claimants  ought  to  be  permitted  to 
complete  their  purchase,  and  another  tract  of  equal  value  be  selected  for  the  use  of  schools.  And  they 
report  a  bill  to  that  efiect. 
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22d  Congress.]  No.    904.  [1st  Session. 

APPLICATION  OF  MISSISSIPPI  FOR  SALE  OF  LANDS  ACQUIRED  FROM  THE  CHOCTAW 

INDIANS  AT  THE  MINIMUM  PRICE. 

CO.MML"NIC.\TEn    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REritESEXTATIVES    JANfARY    10,     18-32. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represcntaticen  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled: 

'Whereas  .a  treaty  was  made  on  tile  2'Ith  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty,  and  of  tlie  independence  of  tlie  United  States  the  fifty-fifth,  by  John  H.  Eaton 
and  John  Coflee,  commissioners  on  tlie  part  of  the  United  States,  and  tlie  chiefs,  captains,  and  headmen 
of  the  Choctaw  nation,  on  the  part  of  said  nation  ;  and  whereas,  by  the  provisions  of  said  treaty,  nearly 
nine  hundred  sections  of  the  most  valuable  lands  Ij'ing  in  said  Choctaw  nation,  embracing-  in  quality  the 
most  fertile  spots,  have  been  reserved  for  said  Choctaws,  and  the  same  are  now  rapidly  selling  off  to 
wealthy  capitalists  ;  and  whereas  your  memorialists  have  much  cause  to  apprehend  that,  if  the  remaining 
bodies  of  land  interposed  between  these  reservations  bo  ofl'orcd  at  public  sale  to  the  highest  l)idder,  after 
the  same  may  be  surveyed,  the  natural  consequence  will  follow  that  the  choicest  and  most  fertile  spots 
will  be  culled  b^'  speculators,  who  can  afford  to  give  extravagant  prices  for  the  same,  while  a  large  portion 
of  these  lands,  which  are  extremely  poor,  must  remain  for  years  merely  as  the  usufructuary  property  of 
the  rich  who  own  good  lands  adjoining  thereto  ;  it  must  therefore  appear  evident  to  your  honorable  bodies 
that  this  course  is  well  calculati'd  to  exclude  forever  the  poor  pioneers  of  the  wilderness  from  the  hope  of 
securing  a  fixed  and  permanent  home,  and  to  foster  and  perpetuate  that  wandering  and  fugitive  habit 
which  naturally  characterizes  those  who  have  nothing  to  lose  by  change. 

Your  memorialists  would  further  most  respectfully  urge  that,  owing  to  the  phj-sical  position  of  this 
State  in  the  Union,  there  are  some  circumstances  which  should  direct  your  especial  attention  to  it.  We 
are  surrounded  by  new  countries.  The  great  facilities  of  procuring  lands  under  a  neighboring  govern- 
ment, whose  soil,  climate,  and  opportunities  for  trade  entitle  it  to  much  notice,  must  continue  as  a  perma- 
nent drain  on  our  most  enterprising  and  hardy  population,  whose  early  adventures  in  a  new  countr_v  leave 
them  but  scant}'  means  for  acquiring  desirable  homes  under  the  course  hitherto  pursued  in  disposing  of 
the  public  lands;  tlicrefore,  your  memorialists  would  pray  that  these  lands  may  be  thrown  open,  at  the 
minimum  price,  in  the  proportion  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  for  each  head  of  a  family  in  this  State. 
The  cfl'cct  of  this  measure,  your  memorialists  feel  confident,  will  tend  not  only  to  the  immediate  prosperity 
of  this  State,  but  will  even  throw  money  in  the  coffers  of  the  United  States,  as,  under  the  operation  of  the 
law  proposed,  the  quantity  entered  will  be  seven-fold  what  it  is  under  the  operation  of  the  old  law  ;  a 
general  and  simultaneous  rush  for  entering  will  immediately  ensue,  and  whatever  deficit  there  may  be  in 
price  would  be  more  than  compensated  for  by  the  increase  of  entries,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  State 
obviously  advanced  by  the  acquisition  of  a  permanent  yeomanr}'.  Thus  a  two-fold  object  would  be 
attained,  and  that  preference  of  the  soil  given  to  whom  it  is  morally  due.  For  if  a  right  of  pre-emption 
has  been  prescriptively  given  even  to  the  trespasser  on  your  domain,  because  of  improvements  they 
make  thereon,  the  same  cannot  reasonably  be  withheld  from  those  citizens  who,  in  violation  of  no  law, 
have  increased  the  value  of  this  land  by  surrounding  it  with  substantial  and  enduring  improvements. 

Tliese  views  being  placed  before  j'our  honorable  bodies,  your  memorialists  trust  will  call  forth  that 
philanthropy  which  has  so  often  marked  your  conduct  towards  the  new  States  ;  and  your  memorialists,  as 
in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  kc.     Therefore — 

Be  it  resolved  by  tlie  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  State  of  Mississip)pi  in  general  assembly 
convened,  That  our  senators  in  Congress  are  hereby  instructed,  and  our  representative  requested,  to  use 
their  exertions  to  have  the  object  of  this  memorial  effected,  and  that  the  governor  of  this  State  be 
requested  to  forward  a  copy  of  this  memorial  and  resolution  to  our  senators  and  representative  in 
Congress. 

M.  F.  DE  OR  AFFE'SIIEIT),  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Hejjresentalives. 
A.  M.  SCOTT,  Lieutenant  Governor  and  President  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  December  15,  1831. 

GERARD  C.  BRANDON. 


22d  Cox\gress.J  No.   9(J5.  [1st  Session. 

ON    C  L  A  I  JI    TO    LAND    IN    JII  S  S  I  S  S  I  F  P  I . 

CO.MMUNIC.\TED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REFRESEXTATIVES  JANUARY   10,    1832. 

Mr.  Clay,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Matthews  Flournoy 

and  R.  J.  Ward,  reported: 

That  in  1825  the  petitioners  settled  on  and  improved  a  tract  of  land  on  Lake  Washington,  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  clearing  about  800  acres;  that  the  public  lands  in  this  section  of  the  country  had  not 
at  that  time  been  surveyed,  but  had  been  returned  as  unfit  for  cultivation.  A  number  of  persons  settling 
in  that  country,  the  government,  in  182T,  caused  these  lands  to  be  surveyed;  and  the  tract  of  land  thus 
improved  fell  within  the  sixteenth  section,  and  was  therefore  reserved  from  sale,  for  the  use  of  schools 
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within  the  towiisliip.  The  inhabitants  of  tlie  township  now  join  in  tiie  petition  that  section  eleven,  in  that 
townsiiip,  he  taken  in  lieu  of  section  number  sixteen,  so  that  tlie  said  last-nieiitioncil  section  may  be  sold 
by  the  government.  Tiie  i;'overiiment,  at  the  re(iuest  of  tlie  iidialiitants,  has  reserved  from  saic^  nnnd.ier 
eleven,  in  the  expectation,  it  would  seem,  that  Conp^ress  woulil  allow  tlie  exchanj:;e. 

The  committee,  believing-  the  petition  reasonable,  and  tliat  the  governmi;nt  will   lose  nothing,  report 
a  bill. 


22d  Congress.]  No.   906.  |  1st  Session. 


IN  FAVOR  OF  ([RANTING  A  DUPLICATE    LAND    W'.VKKANT  WIIEHE   THE    ORIGINAL    HAS 

BEEN  LOST. 

COMMrXICATEn  TO  THE  HOCSK  OF  KErRKSEXT.iTIVES  .I.Wf.VRY   10,    1832. 

Mr.  Ci..4V,  from  the  Committee  on  Public.  Lands,  who  were  instructed  to  impiire  into  the  expediency  of 
granting-  to  the  heirs  of  Nicholas  Hart  a  duplicate  of  land  warrant  No.  443,  reported: 

William  IL  Ilart,  one  of  the  heirs  fif  tlie  said  Nicholas  Hart,  deceased,  by  letter,  desires  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Stevenson,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  make  inquiry  at  the  proper  department  for  tlio  warrant  which  had  issued 
to  his  father,  as  it  could  not  elsewhere  be  found.  The  reply  from  that  dciiartment  is,  that  on  the  27th  day 
of  July,  1809,  warrant  No.  443  issued  to  the  said  Nicholas  for  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  that  the 
same  had  not  been  located. 

As  the  committee  is  fully  satisfied  that  such  warrant  did  emanate,  has  never  been  located,  and  is  lost, 
they  think  relief  ought  to  be  granted,  and  for  that  purpose  report  a  bill. 


22d   Congress.]  No.    967.  [1st  Session. 

ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COMMUNICATEn  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  .TANUARY   12,    1832. 

Jlr  Cave  John'son,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Laud  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 

Peter  McCormock,  reported: 

That  said  claimant  filed  his  application  for  a  settlement  right  before  the  board  of  commissioners  for 
the  Upper  Louisiana,  at  present  the  State  of  Missouri,  claiming  624  arpents  and  74  perches  of  land, 
equalling  534  acres  and  9  poles,  on  the  river  Platin,  and  the  same  was  surveyed  for  him  by  Thomas 
Maddin,  deputy  surveyor  for  the  district  of  St.  Genevieve,  on  the  8th  of  February,  1806.  And  on  the 
27th  of  June,  1806,  the  board  of  commissioners  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  recite  in  their 
record,  "Peter  McCormock  claiming,  as  aforesaid,  .'i34  arpents  9  perches  of  land,  situated  on  the  river 
Platin,  district  aforesaid,  and  produces  a  survey  of  the  same  dated  the  8th  and  certified  the  20th  of 
Februai-}',  1806,''  and  received  the  testimony  offered  as  to  settlement,  and  decide  as  follows:  "The  board 
grant  the  aforesaid  claimant  400  arpents  of  land,  situate  as  aforesaid,  provided  so  much  be  found  vacant 
there." 

It  further  appears  that  on  the  5th  of  December,  1807,  the  board  of  commissioners  again  had  said  claim 
under  consideration  reciting  the  claim  of  said  McCormock  to  be  for  534  acres  and  9  perches,  and  further 
testimony  is  examined  as  to  the  permission  given  the  claimant  from  the  Spauisli  authorities  to  settle  on 
the  land,  and  the  case  is  then  adjourned  for  further  consideration.  And  on  the  30th  of  September,  1811, 
the  said  board  "  granted  to  Peter  McCormock  450  arpents  of  land,  and  ordered  that  the  same  be  surve3'ed 
as  nearly  in  a  square  as  may  be,  and  so  as  to  include  his  improvements." — (Commissioner's  certificate, 
number  1245.)  It  is  further  pi-oven  to  the  committee  that,  in  the  list  of  confirmed  claims  furnished  by  the 
board  to  the  surve3'or  general,  the  claim  of  McCormock  was  stated  as  having  been  confirmed  for  624 
arpents,  and  to  be  surveyed  according  to  the  plat  of  Thomas  Maddin,  dated  February  8,  1806;  and  on  the 
18th  of  October,  1807,  the  same  was  resurveyed  by  Lionel  Brown,  including  624  arpents,  and  very  nearly 
corresponding  with  the  lines  of  the  survey  of  Maddin,  made  in  1806.  And  it  appears  that  in  1822  a  copy 
of  the  survey  made  by  Brown  was  sent  to  the  recorder  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  grant,  and  that  in 
1828  the  recorder  returned  said  survey,  giving  the  information  that  it  did  not  correspond  with  the  con- 
firmation, it  having  been  only  for  450  arpents.  The  committee  are  at  a  loss  to  conceive  upon  what 
grounds  the  board  of  commissioners  confirmed  the  title  to  said  applicant  for  either  400  or  450  arpents. 
The  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1805,  section  2,  makes  express  provision  that  applicants  for  settlement  rights 
who  had  been  in  possession  of  the  land  and  cultivated  the  same  prior  to  the  20th  of  December,  1803,  with 
the  permission  of  the  proper  Spanish  authorities,  that  the  land  "shall  be  granted"  to  such  applicant,  pro- 
vided the  same  does  not  exceed  "  one  mile  square.''  Under  that  provision  of  the  law  the  committee 
conceive  that  the  claim  of  the  applicant  should  have  been  confirmed  for  624  arpents  of  land,  according  to 
the  survey  made  for  him  by  Thomas  Maddin  on  the  8th  of  February,  1806,  and  certified  on  the  20th  of 
February,  1806,  and  report  a  bill  for  his  relief. 
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22d    Congress.)  N"0-    968.  [1st  Session. 

ON  CLAIM   OF  THE  MARQUIS  DE  MAISON  ROUGE  TO   LAND  IN   LOUISIANA. 

COMMl'NICATED  TO  TIIK  nOUSE  OK  KEPRESEXTATU'ES  j.^nuaky  12,    1832. 

Mr.  BuLLARD,  from  the  Cuiiiinitteo  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Daniel 
W.  Coxe,  relative  to  tlie  title  of  the  Marquis  of  Maison  Rouge  to  a  large  tract  of  land  in  Louisiana, 
reported: 

Tliat  the  memorialist  represents  himself  to  be  part  owner  of  a  tract  of  land  situated  in  the  parishes 
of  Ouachita  and  Catahoula,  claimed  by  the  late  Marquis  of  Maison  Rouge  under  a  grant  from  Baron  de 
Carondelet,  then  governor  of  the  pi'ovince  of  Louisiana,  and  bearing  date  the  20th  of  June,  1197. 

This  grant  has  long  been  a  subject  of  co)itest  between  the  claimants  and  the  government  of  the 
United  States.  The  commissioners  for  adjusting  land  titles  in  that  part  of  Louisiana,  to  whom  it  was 
presented  for  confirmation,  reported  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  instrument  above  referred  to  is  a  patent  or 
perfect  title,  transferring  to  the  Marquis  of  Maison  Rouge  the  title  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner  as 
lands  were  usually  granted  by  the  Spanish  government,  subject,  however,  to  the  conditions  stipulated  in 
his  contract  with  the  government,  and  they  state  in  their  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  the 
title  ought,  in  their  opinion,  to  be  confirmed.  Congress  has,  however,  never  recognized  the  title,  and 
from  that  day  to  the  present  the  claimants  under  the  Marquis  of  Maison  Rouge  have  been  subjected  to 
all  the  burdens  of  ownership,  such  as  the  payment  of  heavy  States  ta.xes  and  of  opening  roads,  without 
being  permitted  to  sell  with  any  safety  to  themselves;  nor  will  the  government,  bj'  selling  the  lands 
embraced  within  the  limits  of  this  grant,  enable  the  claimants  to  contest  their  title  in  a  court  of  justice. 
Last  summer  a  part  of  it  was  ordered  to  be  sold  as  public  land,  but  it  was  withdrawn  before  the  sales 
by  order  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  and  (jrders  were  g'iven  not  to  consider  any  lands 
as  subject  to  be  sold  except  such  as  were  the  undisputed  property  (if  the  United  States,  and  particularly 
none  within  the  above-mentioned  grant. 

The  unsettled  condition  of  this  and  other  large  grants  is  justly  considered  by  the  people  of  that 
section  of  country  as  a  great  evil.  A  body  of  valuable  lands  is  kept  in  a  state  of  natur3,  and  the  growth 
and  prosperity  of  the  country  are  greatly  retarded.  To  the  public  generally  it  is  a  matter  of  little  or  no 
consequence  to  whom  the  land  belongs,  but  it  is  important  that  it  should  be  lirought  into  market  to  meet 
the  growing  wants  of  the  population. 

The  committee  do  not  consider  themselves  bound  to  investigate  this  title,  but  they  are  of  opinion 
that  the  claimants  have  a  right  at  least  to  ask  of  the  government  an  opportunity  of  establishing  in  a 
court  of  justice  the  validity  of  the  grant  in  question.  If,  at  the  date  of  the  treaty  of  cession,  this  tract 
of  land  was,  according  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  Spain,  the  property  of  Maison  Rouge,  it  is,  by  virtue 
of  that  treaty,  still  the  property  of  his  representatives.  This  question,  which  is  strictly  judicial,  the 
claimants  ask  the  privilege  of  contesting  judicially  with  the  United  States.  The  request  appears  to  the 
committee  reasonable,  and  the  committee  therefore  report  a  bill  to  that  efl'ect. 


22d    Congress.]  No.    969.  [1st  Session. 


ON  CLAIM  FOR  A   RESERVATION   OF  LAND  UNDER  THE  TREATY  WITH  THE  CREEK 

INDIANS  OF  1814. 

communicated  to  the  house    of  representatives  JANUARY  13,   1832. 

Mr.  Ci.AY,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  who  were  instructed  to  "  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  a  patent  to  issue  to  George  Mayfield  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,"  reported: 

That  the  said  George  Mayfield,  in  the  year  1189,  when  he  was  about  ten  years  of  age,  was  taken 
prisoner  by  a  party  of  Creek  Indians.  Ilis  father  and  elder  brother  were  killed  by  the  same  party  of 
Indians.  He  was  adopted  into  an  Indian  family,  and  continued  to  reside  with  them  in  the  nation  till 
about  the  year  1800,  when  he  was  prevailed  on  to  make  a  visit  to  his  family  and  friends,  residing  in 
Tennessee,  where  he  was  captured,  but  without  any  intention  on  Lis  part  to  abandon  the  Indians.  He 
had  during  his  captivity  forgotten  his  own  and  acquired  the  language  of  the  Indians,  and  had  contracted 
a  fondness  for  their  mode  of  life,  but  the  influence  of  his  friends  and  the  strength  of  his  returning 
affections  for  his  mother  and  brethren  finally  determined  him  to  remain  with  them.  He  soon  regained 
some  knowledge  of  his  native  tongue,  has  since  married,  and  is  now  the  father  of  a  large  family  of 
children. 

By  the  death  of  his  father  and  elder  brother,  George  and  a  younger  brother  inherited  a  considerable 
real  estate,  but  his  early  habits  and  education  among  the  Indians  had  taught  him  to  place  little  value  on 
a  separate  property  in  land,  and  his  generous  feelings  towards  his  mother  and  sisters  induced  him  to 
relinquish  to  them  his  whole  interest  in  his  father's  estate,  except  about  eighty  acres.  Upon  this  small 
tract  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  near  the  spot  where  his  father  and  brother  were  murdered,  he  now 
resides. 

When  the  disturbances  commenced  with  the  Creek  Indians,  during  the  late  war,  the  commanding 
general  of  the  Tennessee  troops  at  once  thought  of  George  Mayfield  as  qualified  to  be  of  great  service 
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bj'  his  knowledg-c  of  the  enemy's  country  and  lanf^iiage.  Expectation  was  not  disappointed;  tiirou<;-li(int 
the  Creek  war  lie  proved  himself  a  faithl'ul  and  intrepid  soldier,  and  iierformed  tlie  most  perilons  an<l 
essential  services  as  a  guide,  iiiferptTliT,  and  ajuj.  lie  was  wounded  in  the  ri^lit  shoulder  liy  a  rille  ball 
in  the  battle  of  the  Horse-shoe. 

Such  was  the  hi£;-h  estimation  in  which  Mayfield  was  held  l>y  the  Creeks  g-enerally,  that  at  the  treaty 
of  Fort  Jackson,  in  the  year  1S14,  notwithstanding-  th(^  active  part  he  had  taken  in  the  war  which  had 
just  terminated,  the  chiel's  of  the  war  part}-,  as  well  as  those  who  had  remained  frien<lly  to  the  whites, 
united  in  a  voluntary  rc<iuest  that  a  reservation  of  si.\  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  should  be  secured 
to  him  in  the  treaty,  as  a  testimony  of  their  respect  and  aficction  for  him,  contracted  during-  his  residence 
among  them.  Tiuit  jjart  of  the  treaty  which  was  intended  to  grant  the  reservati(jn  was  not  ratifu'd, 
probably  because  it  embraced  other  reservations  which  were  not  sustained  l)y  services  ecpnilly  meri- 
torious, or  on  any  grounds  of  public  policy.  From  the  evidence  before  them,  the  committee  do  not  believe 
that  the  jiroposed  lescrvation  was  the  result  of  any  management  or  contrivance  on  the  part  nf  Mayfield, 
but  are  of  opinion  that  it  was  the  spontaneous  ofler  of  the  chiefs  of  the  nation,  as  well  in  consideration 
of  former  attachments,  as  of  services  rendered  in  facilitating  negotiations  for  peace  between  their  nation 
and  the  United  States.  Under  this  view  of  the  facts,  the  conmiittee  conclude  that  the  claim  is  well- 
founded,  and  accordingly  ask  leave  to  report  a  bill. 


22d    Con'gress.]  No.    970.  [1st  Session. 

ON    rRE-E.MPTION    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COMMrXIC.VTEri    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    RErRESEXT.VnVKS    JANT.UIY    13,    1832. 

Mr.  Cave  Johxsox,  from  the  Committee   nn  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 

Amos  AVebb,  reported: 

That  the  petitioner  states  that  he  is  a  resident  in  the  county  of  Opelousas,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana; 
that  he  has  erected  a  saw  and  grist  mill  on  the  Bayou  Chicot,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  and  that  he  is 
desirous  of  giving  to  his  improvements  a  more  permanent  character  by  the  erection  of  other  additional 
buildings,  but  is  deterred  from  so  doing  because  he  cannot  procure  a  title  to  the  land  upon  which  it  is 
situated,  and  states  that  the  laud  belongs  to  the  United  States,  has  not  yet  been  brought  into  market, 
and  is  not  likely  soon  to  be  oifered  at  public  sale;  that  he  was  disappointed  in  procuring  a  settlement  or 
pre-emption  right,  in  consequence  of  the  construction  put  upon  tlie  law  by  the  connnissioners  of  the 
United  States,  they  deciding-  that  an  actual  residence  on  the  land  was  necessary  to  entitle  the  party 
applying  to  the  same.  He  states  that  the  land  is  poor,  and  only  of  use  on  account  of  the  mill  seat;  that 
there  is  much  valuable  timber  in  the  vicinity,  which  maybe  rendered  profitable  to  himself  and  the  citizens 
in  the  adjacent  country,  for  the  supply  of  building  materials,  &c. ;  and  that  they  have  urged  him  to  make 
still  further  improvements,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  afford  them  the  requisite  supply;  and  prays  leave  to 
enter  eighty  acres  of  land  at  the  government  price. 

The  committee  are  not  of  opinion  that  the  citizens  of  the  country  should  be  encouraged  in  trespassing 
upon  the  public  domain  that  has  not  yet  been  brought  into  market,  by  granting  them  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to  selected  sections,  and  such  as  might  be,  at  a  future  period,  the  cause  of  selling  considerable 
portions  of  the  public  land  in  the  vicinity;  and,  in  addition  to  this  reason,  an  indulgence  in  such  a  course 
of  legislation  for  individual  benefit  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  all  others  desirous  of  settling 
in  that  country,  and  who  are  delaying  their  settlements  until  the  government  shall  authorize  them  to  do 
so.  This  would  be  rewarding  violations  of  the  law,  instead  of  inflicting  its  penalties.  If  indulgences  of 
that  character  must  be  granted  in  those  sections  of  the  country  not  yet  brought  into  market,  some  general 
law  of  pre<^mption  should  be  passed,  that  all  nught  derive  equal  advantages  from  it. 

The  committee,  therefore,  recommend  the  rejection  of  the  application  of  the  petitioner. 


22n    Cu.N-GREss.j  No.    971.  ■  [1st  Session. 

IN  FAVOR  OF  CONFIRMING  THE  SALE  OF  CERTAIN  INDIAN  RESERVATIONS. 

COMMCXIC.WED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESEXT.WIVES    ,UXU.\UY    16,     1832. 

Mr.  Carr,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  AVilliam 
and  Joseph  Hardridge,  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians,  reported: 

That  the  said  memorialists  set  forth  that  they  have  received  certificates  for  several  tracts  of  lands, 
as  reservations,  in  the  district  of  lands  sold  at  Sparta,  in  the  State  of  Alabama.  Said  memorialists  pray 
that  an  act  may  be  passed  authorizing  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  issue  patents,  in 
fee  simple,  to  them  for  the  lands  described  in  the  certificates  aforesaid.  It  is  proven,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  committee,  that  the  said  William  and  Joseph  Hardridge  are  men  of  good  judgment,  familiar  with 
the  usages  and  customs  of  the  white  people,  and  well  calculated  to  make  their  own  contracts  to  advan- 
tage. The  committee,  therefore,  report  a  bill  authorizing  the  Conmiissioner  aforesaid  to  issue  patents,  in 
fee  simple,  to  said  memorialists  for  the  hinds  described  in  the  certificates  aforesaid 
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22d  CnNGRES.s.]  No.    972  [1st  Session. 

APPLICATION  OF  OHIO  FOR  A  GRANT  OF  LAND  FOR  THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  A  CERTAIN 

liOAD  IN  THAT  STATE. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE    HOUSE  OF  KEPKESENTATIVES  JANUARY  16,   1832. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bqjresenlatives  of  the  United  States: 

The  memorial  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio  respectfully  represents:  That  by  a  resolution  of 
the  general  assembly  of  Oliio,  passed  the  19th  day  of  January,  1828,  commissioners  were  appointed  to 
examine  a  route  for  a  turnpike  road,  commencing  at  Gallipolis,  on  the  Ohio  river,  by  waj'  of  Jackson, 
to  Cliilicotho,  in  the  county  of  Ross;  in  pursuance  of  which  resolution  the  said  commissioners,  accompanied 
by  a  competent  engineer,  detailed  for  that  purpose,  proceeded  to  view  the  route  for  the  proposed  road, 
and  have  reported  their  proceedings,  together  with  a  report  of  the  engineer,  to  this  general  assembly. 

It  will  be  seen,  from  a  view  of  the  map  of  the  country  through  which  the  contemplated  road  will  pass, 
that  a  line  of  connexion  is  designed  to  be  formed  with  Chilicothe  and  Charleston,  on  the  Great  Kanawha 
river,  the  western  termination  of  the  turnpike  road  leading  from  the  city  of  Eichniond,  in  Virginia.  From 
Gallipolis  to  Charleston,  in  Virginia,  a  distance  of  twentj'-five  miles  intervenes.  Little  doubt  is  entertained 
that,  should  the  proposed  road  be  constructed  by  the  State  of  Ohio,  a  branch  of  the  Kanawha  turnpike  will 
be  made  conducting  that  road  to  the  Virginia  bank  of  the  Ohio  river;  returning  to  Chilicothe,  a  continua- 
tion, at  some  future  day,  of  this  road  will  intersect  in  a  direct  line  at  Springfield  or  Dayton  the  great 
national  turnpike  from  Cumberland  west.  The  advantages  resulting  from  this  extensive  line  of  communi- 
cation, now  broken,  but  which  will  be  entire  by  the  extension  of  the  proposed  road  to  Da3'ton  or  Spring- 
field, when  the  means  of  the  State  will  admit,  present  themselves  forcibly  to  the  view  of  an  enlightened 
policy.  An  entire  chain  of  connexion  will  thus  be  formed  from  the  great  national  thoroughfare,  the  Miami 
and  Ohio  canals,  through  the  southern  region  of  the  State  traversing  the  valley  of  the  Great  Kanawha, 
thence  by  the  capital  of  Virginia  to  the  Carolinas;  and,  in  addition,  intercourse  will  thus  be  opened  with 
a  rich  and  fertile  region  of  Kentucky,  by  a  road  already  located  by  the  authorities  of  that  State  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Great  Sandy  to  Charleston,  on  the  Kanawha.  The  distance  between  the  two  points  proposed 
to  be  connected  at  this  time,  viz:  Gallipolis  and  Chilicothe,  is  about  sixty-one  miles;  the  cost  of  the  con- 
templated road,  including  culverts  and  bridges,  is  estimated  by  Thomas  B.  Adams,  esq.,  the  engineer,  at 
$75,513  33.  In  presenting  this  subject  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  with  a  view  to  obtaining  their 
assistance,  the  legislature  of  Ohio  have  acted  under  the  entire  conviction  that  the  representatives  of  this 
extended  republic  feel  the  importance  of  fostering  the  interests  of  every  part  as  conducive  to  the  welfare 
of  the  whole,  and  that  they  will  aflbrd  such  aid  as  may  be  justified  by  a  due  regard  to  the  general  good. 

Your  memorialists  would  respectfully  suggest  that  most  of  the  land,  important  in  value,  lying  within 
the  land  district  through  which  the  desired  road  will  pass,  has  been  selected  and  sold.  The  lands  lying 
immediately  on  the  line  of  location  arc  thin  and  unpromising,  have  been  long  in  the  market,  and  will  in 
all  probability  remain  unsold,  unless  some  event,  like  that  in  contemplation,  shall  give  them  additional 
value.  They  therefore  praj'  your  honorable  bodies  to  grant  a  donation  of  land  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  be 
appropriated  under  the  direction  of  the  legislature  to  the  construction  of  the  proposed  road,  equal  to  every 
alternate  section  on  the  line,  to  be  selected  out  of  such  lands  undisposed  of  in  the  Marietta  and  Chilicothe 
land  districts  as  the  governor  of  this  State  may  think  most  conducive  to  the  end  proposed.  And  your 
memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  &c. 

Resolved,  That  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress  be  requested  to  use  their  endeavors  to 
procure  the  passage  of  a  law  granting  to  the  State  of  Ohio  a  donation  of  land  agreeably  to  the  prayer  of 
the  above  memorial. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  of  this  State  be  requested  to  forward  to  each  of  our  sena- 
tors and  representatives  in  Congress  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  memorial  and  resolution. 

THOMAS  L.  HAMEK,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
ROBERT  LUCAS,  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

February  22,  1830. 


22d    Congress.]  .  No.    973.  [1st  Session. 


ON    THE   PRE-EMPTION    CLAIM    OF  THE   COUNTY   OF   PEORIA,    ILLINOIS. 

COMMUNIC.WED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES   JANUARY    11,    1832. 

Mr.  Irvin,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lauds,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  sundry  citizens 
of  the  county  of  Peoria,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  reported: 

It  appears  from  the  statement  of  the  memorialists  that  the  legislature  of  Illinois,  in  the  year 

4^^*-l  4-1-*,-.  .-<^^^J-  .-^X*  1  ^-m    ^    ^Z    ..-.    ^  .-i*  Xl..-.  »^.- J ^i^  T^    ^ 1    ^  ^__  J_l__ il.___jf"..l'  1  I  ■•  f* 


located  the  seat  of  justice  of  the  county  of  Peoria  on  the  northeast  fractional  quarter  section  of  section 
nine,  in  township  eight  north,  of  range  eight  east,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  May 
26,  1824,  entitled  "  An  act  granting  to  the  counties  or  parishes  of  each  State  and  Territory  of  the  United 
States  in  which  the  public  lands  arc  situated  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  quarter  sections  of  land  for  seats 
of  justice  within  the  same."  . 
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The  commissioners  appointed  bj'  act  of  the  h'f^'ishiture  of  Illinois  to  locate  the  seat  of  justice,  not  only 
p,'ave  notice  to  the  officers  of  the  government  of  their  having  located  the  same  on  the  said  tract  of  land, 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  but  actuallj-  deposited,  in  the  lanil  office  at  Springfield,  a  part  of  the  purchase 
money.  It  is  proven,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  conninttee,  that  the  commissioners  li.xed  on  the  seat  of 
justice  previously  to  a  sale  of  the  adjoining  lands,  according  to  the  re(inisitions  of  tlii'  act  before  men- 
tioned. 

Snbsei]uently  to  the  location,  the  giving  of  notice,  and  the  dei)ositing  of  the  money  by  the  commis- 
sioners, a  ^Ir.  Latham,  having  a  iloating  I'laini  or  ))re-emi)tion  right  <if  land,  laid  the  same  on  the  frac- 
tional ipiarter  already  designated  for  the  seat  of  justice  of  Peoria,  and  obtained  from  the  land  office  a 
certificate  therefor.  No  patent,  however,  has  issticd  to  Mr.  Latham,  in  conse(|uence  of  the  representation 
of  the  facts  of  the  case,  madi'  by  the  commissioners  ajipoinled  to  locate  the  seat  of  justice,  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Oflice,  as  expressed  in  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Kane  of  the  25th  January,  1830,  which  is  before  the  committee,  "that,  agreeablj'  to  the  strict  letter  of  the 
respective  acts  under  which  the  count3-  commissioners  for  Peoria  and  Mr.  Latham  claim,  neither  of  the 
parties  had  a  strictlj'  legal  right  to  enter  a  fractional  quarter  section  as  a  quarter  section;"  which  is 
admitted  by  the  memorialists.  The  commissioners  have  sold  some  of  the  lots,  and  given  a  promise  of 
pre-emption  to  settlers  on  others. 

It  also  appears  that  a  part  of  the  fractional  i|uarter  section  located  \<y  the  commissioners  for  the  seat 
of  justice  is,  or  will  be,  covered  b^-  the  claims  of  the  inhatiitants  of  the  village  of  Peoria,  granted  to  them 
by  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  March  3,  1823,  entitled  "An  act  to  confirm  certain  claims  to  lots  in  the 
village  of  Peoria,  in  the  State  of  Illinois." 

The  memorialists  pray  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  the  comity  of  Peoria  t(j  purchase  the  residue 
of  the  fractional  quarter  section  of  land,  on  which  the  seat  of  justice  is  located,  after  the  location  of  the 
claims  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Peoria. 

From  the  construction  which  the  committee  give  to  the  act  of  Congress  by  authority  of  which  the 
legislature  of  Illincu's  located  the  scat  of  justice,  and  the  facts  of  the  case,  the  committee  are  of  the  opinion 
that  the  county  of  Peoria  has  not  only  an  equitable,  but  a  legal  pre-emption  right  to  said  fractional  ([uar- 
ter  section  of  land  against  all  persons  whose  claims  were  not  located  previous  to  the  location  of  the 
seat  of  justice,  excepting  the  claims  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Peoria.  The  committee,  after  an 
examination  of  all  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  the  case,  are  of  opinion  that  the  county  of  Peoria  ought 
to  be  permitted  to  jnirchase  the  fractional  cjuartcr  section  of  land  on  which  the  scat  of  justice  is  located, 
at  the  minimum  prices,  saving  and  reserving  to  all  and  every  person  or  persons  whatsoever  their  legal 
right  or  rights  to  the  same;  and,  for  that  purpose,  report  a  bill. 


22d   Congress.]  No.    974.  [1st  Session. 


ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COMMl'NIC.WED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OP    REPRESENTATIVES    JANIWRY    17,    1832. 

Mr.  Mardis,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  iietition  of  John  C. 

Williams,  reported: 

That  the  petitioner  purchased  the  settlement  right  of  Fielding  Barham  and  wife  at  a  ]iarish  sale;  that 
he  paid  a  valuable  consideration  for  it — say  upwards  of  seven  hundred  dollars;  that  the  place  was  settled 
by  deceased  in  1809  or  1810,  and  that  it  continued  in  the  actual  occupancy  and  cidtivation  of  said  Barham 
and  wife  up  to  the  tirae  of  her  death  in  1826;  that  Barham  was  blind  and  a  cripple  some  for  several  years 
previous  to  his  death,  and  unable  to  do  his  own  business;  that  he  employed  a  man  by  tlie  name  of  Brad- 
ford to  present  his  claim  to  the  United  States  commissioners  at  St.  Helena  Court-House  for  confirmation; 
that  the  land  claimed  is  situated  in  the  parish  of  East  Feliciana,  on  Carr's  creek,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana. 
All  the  above  facts  are  full}'  substantiated  by  the  testimony  of  several  witnesses,  as  also  by  the  production 
of  an  exemplification  of  the  parish  sale.  The  committee  are,  therefore,  of  the  opinion  that  the  neglect  of 
the  United  States  commissioners  to  report  the  claim  of  deceased  for  confirmation  should  not  prejudice  the 
rights  of  his  representatives,  and  are  unanimous  in  the  opinion  that  the  claim  should  be  confirmed;  con- 
sequently report  a  bill. 
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22d  Congress.]  No.  975.  [1st  Session. 

APPLICATION  OF  MISSISSIPPI  THAT  A  DONATION  OF  LAND   BE   MADE  TO  AMOS  MOORE 

FOR  PUBLIC  SERVICES. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    JANUARY    18,     1832. 

A  MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Slates  of  America  in  Congress  assembled: 
The  memorial  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  respectfully  showeth:  That  Amos 
Moore,  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  early  and  adventurous  pioneers  of  the  wilderness  of  this  country,  has 
besought  your  memorialists  to  represent  to  your  honorable  bodies  the  necessities  of  his  condition  and  the 
incidents  of  his  birth  and  life,  that  would  seem  to  recommend  him  to  the  charitable  munificence  of  his 
government.  With  this  view  your  memorialists  would  respectfully  show  that  his  father  was  one  of  those 
adventurous  and  enterprising  men  who,  having  spent  the  youth  and  manhood  of  his  life  in  advancing  the 
boundaries  and  protecting  the  improvements  of  civilization,  was  at  length  afflicted  with  age  and  decrepi- 
tude, without  having  provided  for  the  subsistence  of  a  numerous  and  iielpless  family.  In  the  early  settle- 
ment of  Tennessee,  and  when  that  country  was  a  wilderness,  infested  with  fierce  and  savage  barbarians, 
he  was  among  the  foremost  of  those  hardy  adventurers  who  extended  the  settlement  and  repelled  the 
appalling  dangers  which  were  in  that  countrj',  the  only  impediments  to  the  advancement  of  civilization. 
After  the  establishment  of  security  and  peace  in  Tennessee,  the  course  of  his  life  was  characterized  by  the 
same  useful  spirit  of  adventure;  he  penetrated  deeper  into  the  wilderness,  until  about  twenty  years  ago 
he  settled  with  his  family  on  the  margin  of  the  Mississippi,  where  he  has  terminated  a  life  of  toil  and  danger 
and  public  usefulness.  The  general  usefulness  of  such  men  may  be  discerned  in  the  cultivated  appear- 
ance and  the  enhanced  value  of  the  country  which  they  have  subjected  to  the  dominion  of  arts  and  civil- 
ization. If  a  life  thus  spent  communicates  a  claim  to  the  favor  of  public  munificence,  your  memorialists 
would  represent  the  claim  of  their  petitioner,  in  whose  behalf  this  memorial  is  addressed,  as  one  of  peculiar 
cliaracter,  and  entitled  to  uuu.sual  attention.  At  the  age  of  four  years  he  became  blind  and  helpless,  and 
is  now  dependent  for  subsistence  on  the  exertions  of  his  mother,  who  is  aged  and  poor,  and  not  more  than 
able  to  procure  a  competent  subsistence  for  herself.  Your  memorialists  would  state  the  said  Amos  Moore 
is  now  residing  near  Lake  Bolivar,  in  Washington  county,  where  he  has  resided  for  the  last  twenty  years. 
The  general  assembly  would  represent  that  the  lands  at  and  contiguous  to  the  residence  of  said  Amos 
Moore  have  been  appropriated  and  disposed  of  under  the  laws  of  the  general  government.  They  would 
therefore  humbly  pray  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  grant  to  the  said  Amos  Moore  a  donation  of 
one  section  of  land,  or  such  other  quantity  as  the  claims  of  the  petitioner  may  entitle  him  to,  to  be  located 
on  any  unappropriated  lands  in  our  State  belonging  to  the  United  States. 

Your  memorialists  believe  said  Amos  Moore  a  suitable  object  of  the  charity  and  munificence  of  the 
general  government,  from  the  reasons  herein  set  forth.  They  therefore  pray  your  honorable  bodies  to  take 
into  consideration  the  claims  of  said  Amos  Moore,  and  to  grant  to  him  the  relief  herein  prayed  for. 

JOHN  L.  IRWl'S,  Speak-er  23rotem.  (f  the  House  of  Representatives. 
A.  M.  SCOTT,  Lieutenant  Governor,  and  President  of  the  Senate. 
Approved  December  19,  1831. 

GERARD  C.  BRANDON. 
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RELATIVE  TO  THE  QUANTITY,  SITUATION,  AND  VALUE  OF  PUBLIC  LAND  NOT  DISPOSED 
OF  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  MILITARY  LAND  DISTRICT  IN  OHIO. 

COJIMUNICATED   TO    THE    SENATE    JANUARY    20,    1832. 

TRE.4.SURY  Department,  January  18,  1832. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  tiie  31st  December,  1830,  requesting  information 
as  to  the  quantity,  situation,  and  probable  value  of  the  jniblic  land  undisposed  of  in  the  United  States 
military  district  and  Virginia  military  reservation  in  Ohio,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  report  from  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Oflice. 

By  this  it  appears  that  there  are  thus  undisposed  of,  in  the  United  States  military  district,  32,724 
acres  and  25  luindredths,  estimated  by  the  Commissioner  at  an  average  value  of  fifty  cents  an  acre;  and 
in  the  Virginia  military  reservation  317,000  acres,  estimated  by  tlie  Commissioner  ;it  an  average  value  of 
fifty  cents  an  acre,  but  by  the  principal  survej'or  of  the  reservation  at  various  lower  rates,  averaging 
abcjut  four  cents  an  acre. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LOUIS  McLANE,  Secretary  of  the  Treasunj. 

The  Hon.  President  of  the  Senate. 


1832.J 
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(iK.NEUAi.  L.\.Nii  Offick,  Januarij  16,  1S32. 

Sik:  III  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  (if  the  rnitcil  States,  licurini;-  dale  31st  Doeenjlicr, 
1S30,  in  the  words  following-,  viz:  "Resolved,  That  the  Seeretiuy  of  the  Treasnry  lie  requested  to  lay 
before  the  Senate,  at  the  next  session  of  Cong-ress,  a  statement  showing'  the  ijuantity,  situation,  and 
probable  value  of  the  public  land  which  remains  undisposed  of  in  the  United  States  military  district 
and  in  the  Virg'inia  militarj-  reservation,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,"  and  which  M-as  referred  to  tliis  office,  1 
have  the  honor  to  report  that  it  became  necessary  to  refer  that  portion  of  tlie  resoluti<jn  relating-  to  the 
Virginia  military  reservation  to  the  principal  surveyor  of  that  reservation,  residing-  at  Ohilicothe,  OIud, 
copies  of  whose  letter  and  statement  on  the  subject  (pajiers  marked  A  and  15)  are  herewith  transniittcd, 
and  to  which  1  beg-  leave  to  refer  as  containing-  part  of  the  information  desired  by  the  resolution. 

The  paper  marked  C  affords  the  only  information  in  this  office  in  relatiim  to  tlie  quantity,  location, 
and  probable  value  of  the  unlocated  land  in  the  United  States  military  district. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  resjicct,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

ELIJAH  IIAYWARD. 

Hon.  Louis  JIcLane,  Secrelarij  <f  the  Treoiiunj. 

V.  S. — I  do  not  concur  in  Mr.  Latham's  estimate  of  the  value  of  the  unlocated  lands  in  the  Virginia 
railitar-y  reservation.     1  estimate  the  average  value  of  those  lands  at  liftv  cents  per  acre. 

E.  H. 


A. 

Cnu.icoTnE,  November  30,  1831. 

Sir:  1  send  you  all  the  iiifnnnation  1  hav(^  rehitivo  to  the  ipnintity  of  acres  and  probable  value  of  the 
vacant  land  in  the  Virginia  military  district,  in  answer  to  your  note  conveying-  a  copy  of  tiie  resolution  of 
the  United  States  Senate  of  31st  l)ecember,  iSoO. 

I  am,  verv  rcspectfuUv,  vour  obedient,  humble  servant, 

ALLEN  LATHAM. 


B. 

Statement  shoicing  tlie  quantity,  i<iluation,  and  pruhalde  value  of  tlie  vacant  lands   in  the  Virginia  mditary 

district,  in  the  State  of  Oh  io. 


Acres  of  va- 
cant laud. 

County. 

Face  of  the  country. 

Water-courses. 

• 

Probable 
value. 

Aggregate 
value. 

151.000 

Broken  and  mountainous 

do 

Waters  of  the  Scioto  and  Ohio  rivers, 

and  of  Scioto  Brush  creek. 
Waters    of   Scioto,    Sunfisli,    and    Ohio 

Brush  creek. 
Waters  of  the  Ohio  river  and  Ohio  Brush 

creek. 
Waters  of  Scioto  river,  Indian,  Crooked, 

and  Paint  creeks. 
Waters  of  the   east  fork  of  the  Little 

Miami  and  White  Oak. 
Waters  of  the  same  and  Brush  and  Paint 

creeks. 
Waters  of  the   Scioto   and    Big   Miami 

rivers. 
Waters  of  the    east  fork  of   the    Little 

Miami. 

Per  acre. 
SO   03 

4 

5 

5 

10 

7 
20 
20 
25 

$4,530  00 

69,000 

Pike 

2,7G0  00 

60,000 

3.000  00 

15,000 

Ross 

do 

750  00 

9,600 

Brown 

LeTel  and  wet. .._._. .__ 

9G0  00 

7,000 
4  000 

Highland 

Hardin 

Level  and  part  broken 

Level  and  wet       .     -   - 

490  00 
800  00 

1  200 

Clinton 

do 

240  00 

200 

do       

50  00 

317,000 

13,580  00 

CmLicoTHE,  November  30,  1831. 


ALLEX  LATHAM,  Surveyor  of  the  Virginia  Military  District. 


c. 

Gexer.vi,  L.A.ND  Office,  January  16,  1832. 

There  are  vacant  in  the  United  States  militarj''  district,  in  Ohio,  tliree  hundred  and  nineteen  Acres. 

lots  of  one  hundred  acres  each,  amounting-  to 31,900.00 

There  are  also  vacant  twenty-two  fractional  lots,  containing,  in  the  aggregate 824.25 

Total  quantity  vacant 32,724.25 


The  lands  are  situated  in  the  counties  of  Guernsej',  Coshocton,  and  Tuscarawas,  the  greater  portion 
being  in  the  last-mentioned  county.  The  average  value  may  be  estimated  at  fifty  cents  per  acre,  makiiig 
an  aggregate  value  of  §16,362  12^. 

.       "  ELIJAH  IIAYWARD. 
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22d   Congress.]  ^O-   977.  [1st  Session. 

ON  APPLICATION  OF  TUE  PENNSYLVANIA  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB  FOR 

A  GRANT  OF  LAND. 

COilMUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    JANUARY   20,    1832. 

The  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  rcfen-ed  the  petition  of  tlie  Pennsylvania  Institution  for 
the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  praying-  a  grant  of  land  or  other  aid,  reported: 

That  grants  have  been  made  for  similar  purposes  to  like  institutions  in  Connecticut  and  Kentucky, 
but  to  e.xtend  them  further  seems  to  the  committee  neither  necessary  nor  politic.  It  seems  difficult  to 
distinguish  grants  tor  this  purpose  from  those  for  education  or  any  other  benevolent  object.  To  extend 
them  throughout  the  States  and  Territories  for  purposes  of  public  good,  at  the  discretion  of  Congress, 
would  lead  to  extravagant  expenditure  or  invidious  discrimination.  This  application,  moreover,  comes  from 
a  State  abundant  in  its  resources  and  liberal  in  its  views  of  public  utility,  and  where  aid  to  this  institution 
can  bo  easily  obtained.     The  committee  therefore  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not  to  bo  granted. 


22d    Congress.]  No.    978.  [Lst  Ses.sion. 

ON    CLAIM   TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

C0M.MUN'IC.\TED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    20,    1832. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on  'Private  Land  Claims,  to   whom  was   referred   the  petition  of 

AVj'att  Singleton  and  James  Andrews,  reported: 

That  the  petitioners  claim  settlement  rights  in  that  section  of  Louisiana  lying  between  the  river 
Sabine  and  the  Rio  Hondo,  usually  known  by  the  name  of  the  "  neutral  territory,"  and  prove  that  they 
settled  on  the  same  in  1818,  made  improvements,  and  cultivated  them  that  year,  and  tliat  possession  and 
cultivation  have  been  ever  since  continued.  They  say  they  did  not  file  their  claims  before  the  commis- 
sioners because  they  were  ignorant  of  the  law  and  necessity  of  so  doing. 

By  an  act  of  Congress  passed  March  3,  1823,  the  section  of  the  country  between  the  Sabine  and  Rio 
Hondo  is  attached  to  the  land  district  south  of  Red  river,  and  the  register  and  receiver  are  directed  "to 
receive  and  record  all  written  evidences  of  claim  to  laud,  in  said  tract  of  country  derived  from  and  issued 
by  the  Spanish  government  of  Texas  prior  to  December  20,  1803;"  and  also  to  "receive  and  record  all  evi- 
dences of  claim  founded  on  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,"  designating  "  the  time  and  manner  in 
which  each  tract  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  prior  to  and  on  the  22d  February,  1819,  and  the 
continuance  thereof  subsequent  to  that  time;"  and  the  register  and  receiver  were  further  directed  to 
transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  report  of  all  applications  to  him  under  four  distinct  heads: 

1.  All  complete  titles  from  Spanish  government. 

2.  All  claims  founded  on  written  evidence,  but  not  completed. 

3.  All  claims  founded  on  habitation,  occupation,  or  cultivation  previous  to  the  22d  February,  1819. 

4.  All  the  claims  which,  in  their  opinion,  ought  to  be  rejected. 

In  pursuance  of  the  report  made  by  the  register  and  receiver  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  preceding  act,  all  persons  claiming  title  by  virtue  of  settlement, 
occupation,  or  cultivation  prior  to  the  22d  of  February,  1819,  were  confirmed  in  their  claims  to  a  tract  of 
640  acres  each  by  an  act  of  Congress  passed  on  the  16th  day  of  May,  1826. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  present  applicants  would  have  been  entitled  to  their  settle- 
ment claims  if  the  same  had  been  presented  to  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  while  acting 
under  the  act  of  1823,  and  that  the  same  would  have  been  allowed  them;  and  they  do  not  think  that  their 
right  should  be  forfeited  from  this  omission  to  do  so,  whether  the  same  originated  in  ignorance  or  neglect; 
and  they  therefore  report  a  bill  for  their  relief. 


22d    Congress.]  No.  979.  [1st  Session. 

ON    RIGHT    OF    PRE-EMPTION    TO    A   QUARTER    SECTION    OF    LAND. 

communicated    to    the    house    of    representatives    JANUARY    20,     1832. 

Mr.  Buu.ARD,  from  the  Conmiittee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James  L. 

Stokes,  reported: 

That  the  petitioner,  and  those  from  whom  he  derives  title,  had  acquired  a  right  of  pre-emption  in  a 
quarter  section  of  land  i)i  the  land  district  north  of  Red  river,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  by  virtue  of  the 
act  of  Congress  of  April  12,  1814.     That  he  and  those  whose  original  right  he  holds  have  been  in  posses- 
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sion  and  cultivation  of  (lie  land  claimed  b^'  liiiu  .since  the  year  LS07.  It  a^ipears  that,  lij'  a  .survey  made 
about  cig-hteeii  months  since,  the  ijuarter  section  on  which  the  improvements  were  made  has  been  desin'na- 
ted  as  part  of  number  sixteen,  which  is  reserved  by  law  for  the  use  of  schools.  It  was  obvioush-  impos- 
sible  fcu'  the  settler  to  foresee  this  result,  and  besides,  it  is  understood  that  in  .surveying  these  fractional 
townships  on  water  courses,  the  surveying  deiuirltneiit  have  not  pursued  any  general  ndo.  The  committee, 
under  the  peculiar  hardship  of  the  case,  are  of  opinion  that  the  claimant  ought  to  lie  permitted  to  complete 
his  jiurchase,  and  that  other  lands  be  selected  for  the  use  of  schonls. 


2'2d  Congress.]  No    i)80.  [1st  Srssrik. 

IN    FAVOR  OF    THE    CORRECTION    OF    ERROr'iN   THE    ENTRY  OF  A  t^'ARTER    SECTION 

OF    LAND. 

C0MMUXIC.4TED    TO    TFIE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    J.VNU.IRY    24,    1832. 

Mr.  C.WE  Johnson,  from  the   Committee  on    Private    Land  Claims,  to   whom   was   referred   the   petition  of 

Hugh  Beard,  reported: 

That  said  petitioner  alleges  that  he  entered  at  the  land  office  at  Bmokville,  in  Indiana,  on  the  aotli 
of  November,  1822,  the  east  half  of  the  northeast  quarter  section  one,  in  township  No.  16,  of  range  4  east, 
containing  seventy-four  acres  and  eighteen  poles,  for  which  a  patent  has  issued  to  him,  and  that  the  same 
was  entered  by  mistake,  the  said  petitioner  intending  to  enter  the  west  half  of  the  northwest  ciuarter  of 
said  section;  and  that  he  did  not  know  of  said  mistake  until  after  the  patent  issued,  when  he  went  to 
examine  the  land.  He  also  alleges  that  the  land  which  he  intended  to  enter  has  been  entered  by  another. 
He  now  complains  that  the  land  wliicli  lie  entered  by  mistake  is  wholly  unfit  for  cultivation;  the  land 
which  he  intended  to  enter  was  a  valuable  piece  of  laud.  He  says  he  is  poor  and  illiterate,  and  greatly 
injured  by  the  mistake,  and  swears  to  the  facts  as  stated,  and  proves  them  by  Robert  Warren,  who 
showed  him  the  land,  and  advised  him  to  enter  it,  and  was  present  with  him  when  the  entry  was  made, 
and  knows  that  it  was  a  mistake.  Several  respectable  citizens  of  Indianapolis  certify  that  the  applicant 
is  a  man  of  good  character,  integrity,  and  honestj'.  The  petitioner  asks  of  Congress  to  permit  him  to 
enter  as  much  land  elsewhere  in  Indiana,  or  to  refund  to  him  the  purchase  money.  The  committee  think 
his  request  reasonable,  and  report  a  bill  for  his  relief. 


22d   Congress]  No.    981.  [1st  Session. 

IN  RELATION  TO  A  CESSION    OF  THE    PUBLIC    LANDS  IN    TENNESSEE    TO  THAT    STATE. 

COMMUNIC.lTEn    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENT.iTIVES    J.VNU.VRV    24,     1832. 

Mr.  WicKLiFFE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  ceding  to  the  State  of  Tennessee  "  the  refuse  lands  south  and  west  of  the  congressional  reserva- 
tion line  in  said  State,"  reported: 

The  State  of  North  Carolina,  in  the  mouth  of  December,  1789,  by  an  act  of  her  legislature,  and  by 
her  deed  of  cession  of  February,  1790,  ceded  to  the  L'nited  States  the  territory  now  constituting  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  making  in  said  deed  certain  reservations,  among  which  are  the  following: 

1st.  The  right  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  State  of  North  (Carolina  to  lay  oft"  any  lands  they 
were  entitled  to  within  the  limits  that  had  been  allotted  them;  and  that  if  within  the  boundaries  prescribed 
for  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  State  line  on  continental  establishment  there  was  not  a  sufficiency  of 
lands  fit  for  cultivation,  such  deficiency  to  be  made  up  out  of  anj'  other  lands  thereby  ceded. 

2d.  The  right  to  all  entries  or  grants  of  laud  made  agreeably  to  law,  and  the  rights  of  occupancy  and 
pre-emption,  and  every  other  right  reserved  by  law  to  persons  settled  on  or  occupying  lands  within  the 
limits  ceded. 

3d.  The  right  to  remove  entries  made  in  the  office  of  John  Armstrong,  and  which  interfered  with 
prior  entries,  and  locate  the  same  on  any  other  lands  ceded,  (see  Laws  United  States,  vol.  2,  pages  104 
and  567.)  By  virtue  of  these  reservations  the  whole  ceded  territory  is  made  subject  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  military  laud  warrants  issued,  or  to  be  issued,  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina  to  her  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  revolution.  These  warrants  were  to  be  issued  by  the  State  authorities  of  North  Carolina, 
without  any  right  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  control  their  number  or  regulate  the  mode  or 
manner  of  their  location.  Much  of  the  ceded  territory  had  been  appropriated  by  entries,  surveys,  and 
grants  prior  to  the  act  of  cession. 

The  process  of  issuing  warrants,  making  entries,  &c.,  within  the  limits  of  what  is  now  Tennessee, 
continued  during  the  territorial  government  over  said  district. 

Upon  the  1st  day  of  June,  1796,  the  State  of  Tennessee  was,  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
admitted  into  the  Union,  and  "  declared  to  be  one  of  the   United  States  of  America,  on  an  equal  footing  icith 
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the  original  States  in  all  respects  ichatever."     Nothing  is  said  in  this  act  of  Congress  upon  the  subject  of  the 
right  of  soil  to  the  vacant  and  unappropriated  lauds  within  said  State. 

The  State  of  Tennessee,  soon  after  the  admission  into  the  Union,  asserted  claim  to  the  vacant  and 
unappropriated  lands  within  her  limits,  contending  that  with  the  sovereignty  the  right  of  soil  passed  by 
the  act  of  her  admission  into  the  Union,  there  being  no  reservation  by  Congress  of  that  right  in  said  acts. 
An  adjustment  of  the  dispute  took  place  in  the  year  1806,  the  principles  of  which  are  contained  in 
the  act  of  I'uugress  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles 
to  certain  lands  therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  within 
the  same,"  approved  April  4,  1800. — (4th  vol.  Laws  United  States,  29;  Land  Laws,  527.) 

The  first  section  of  this  act  divides  the  State  into  two  sections,  by  what  has  since  been  called 
the  "congressional  reservation  line." 

The  State  of  Tennessee  relincpiislied  all  claim  which  she  then  had  to  all  the  land  lying  south  and  west 
of  this  line;  renounced  all  right  to  ta.x:  the  same  while  it  remained  the  property  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  live  years  after  the  same  shall  have  been  granted.  The  United  States  ceded  to  the  State  of  Tennessee 
all  right  and  claim  which  they  had  to  the  land  lying  oast  and  north  of  the  said  land,  subject  to  the  same 
Conditions  as  are  contained  in  the  act  of  the  general  assemblj'  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  purpose  of  ceding  to  the  United  States  of  America  certain  western  lauds  therein  described." 
A  part  of  these  conditions  have  been  before  enumerated. 

These  further  conditions  wore  imposed  upon  the  State  of  Tennessee: 

1st.  That  all  entries,  rigiits  of  locations,  and  warrants  of  surveys,  and  all  interfering  locations  which 
might  be  removed  under  the  laws  of  North  Carolina,  and  which  were  not  located  west  and  south  of  the 
line  aforesaid  established,  shall  lie  located,  and  the  titles  thereto  perfected,  within  the  territory  thereby 
ceded  to  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

2d.  The  State  of  Tennessee  was  to  reserve  100,000  acres,  in  one  bodj',  within  tije  limits  of  the  lands 
reserved  to  the  Cherokee  Indians  by  an  act  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  for  the  use  of  two  colleges, 
the  one  in  the  east,  the  other  to  be  in  the  western  division  of  Tennessee. 

3d.  One  hundred  thousand  acres  were  to  be  reserved  within  the  same  limits  for  the  use  of  academies 
in  each  county  in  said  State. 

4th.  The  State  was  required,  in  issuing  grants  and  perfecting  titles,  to  locate  640  acres  to  every  six 
miles  square  in  the  territory  ceded,  where  existing  claims  will  allow  the  same,  which  were  to  be  appro- 
priated for  the  use  of  schools  for  the  instruction  of  children  forever. 

By  the  third  section  of  the  aforesaid  act  it  was  provided  that  if  the  country  ceded  to  Tennessee 
shall  not  contain  a  sufficient  quantity  of  good  land  fit  for  cultivation,  according  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  original  act  of  cession,  to  perfect  all  existing  legal  claims  charged  therein,  by  the 
conditions  contained  in  the  act  of  Congress  above  mentioned.  Congress  shall  provide  by  law  for  perfecting 
such  as  cannot  be  located  iu  the  territory  aforesaid  out  of  the  lands  Ij'ing  west  and  south  of  the  line 
before  described. 

In  1818  it  was  ascertained  that  the  territory  east  and  north  of  the  congressional  reservation  line  afore- 
said did  not  contain  a  sufficient  quantity  of  good  land  fit  I'or  cultivation,  according  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  original  act  of  cession  by  North  Carolina,  to  perfect  all  existing  legal  claims  charged  therein 
by  the  conditions  contained  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  April  4, 1800.  Consequently,  an  act  of  Congress  was 
passed  authoriziug  the  satisfaction  of  such  claims  west  and  south  of  this  reservation  line. — (See  Land 
Laws,  page  125.) 

Many  entries,  surveys,  and  grants  had  been  made  under  the  authority  of  North  Carolina  west  and 
south  of  this  line,  prior  to  the  act  of  cession  to  the  United  States.  Since  1818  the  whole  country  west 
and  south  of  that  line  has  been  subject  to  appropriation,  uuder  and  by  virtue  of  military  warrants  issued 
by  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 

That  even  the  amount  of  acres  due  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina;  subject 
to  be  located  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  or  the  amount  which  has  been  located,  the 
committee  have  no  certain  moans  of  ascertaining.  The  whole  country  was  made  subject  to  appropriation 
by  w^arrauts  issued,  and  to  be  issued,  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  without  any  control  or  check  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States. 

The  committee  are  satisfied  that  the  whole  of  the  "good  lands  fit  for  cultivation"  on  the  east  and 
north  of  the  line  aforesaid,  have  long  since  been  exhausted  by  appropiriations  under  North  Carolina 
warrants. 

They  are  also  satisfied  that  all  the  valuable  lands  west  and  south  of  this  line  have  been  located  and 
appropriated  under  warrants  issued,by  North  Carolina,  and  they  are  induced  to  believe  there  are  warrants 
and  claims  to  locations  which  have  not  yet  been  entered,  surveyed,  or  patented,  but  to  what  amount  the 
committee  are  not  informed. 

To  determine  the  pro})riety  of  ceding  the  land  west  and  soutli  of  this  line  to  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
involves  the  cousideration  of  the  three  questions: 

1st.  Could  such  cession  be  made  and  preserve  the  rights  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  secured  by  the 
acts  of  cession  on  the  part  of  North  Carolina  to  the  United  States  ? 

2d.  What  claim  has  Tennessee  upon  the  United  States  to  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  land  south 
and  west  of  said  line? 

3d.  The  probable  value  of  these  lands,  not  to  Tennessee,  but  to  the  United  States,  in  their  present 
situation  ? 

The  committee  have  had  no  difficulty  in  determining  the  first  of  these  questions.  At  present  the 
authorities  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  exercise  the  powers  of  determining  what  claims  are  valid  within 
the  meaning  of  the  act  of  cession,  and  of  perfecting  the  title.  Uuder  the  proposed  cession  the  State  will 
be  required  in  good  faith  to  execute  h.er  present  powers,  and  to  satisfy  all  the  just  claims  which  were 
intended  to  be  provided  for  by  the  act  of  cession  aud  the  act  of  Congress  of  1806. 

The  second  inquiry  is  one  which  will  require  more  investigation. 

If  the  question  be  considered  as  one  of  mere  abstract  right  on  the  part  of  Tennessee,  the  committee 
do  not  perceive  any  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  L'nitcd  States  to  accord  to  the  State  the  claim  to  these 
lands. 

There  are  circumstances,  however,  connected  with  the  subject  which  address  themselves  forcibly  to 
the  justice  and  liberality  of  "tlie  federal  government. 

By  the  act  of  cession  and  the  subsequent  act  of  Congress  providing  for  the  territorial  government, 
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tlio  inhabitants  of  Tennessee  were  to  enjoy  all  tlie  advantag-es  and  iiiniinnities  of  llie  eidzens  of  llic; 
Nortliwestin-n  Territory,  now  tlie  State  of  Ohio. 

One  of  these  advantaj;-es,  tiie  rich  fruits  of  whieli  Oliio  lias  enjoyed,  was  the  direction  of  ime  thirty- 
sixth  part  of  the  iniblic  dmnain  within  her  limits  by  the  f;-(Mieral  g-oveniinent  to  the  purposes  of  coiiinmii 
schools.  This  wise  and  just  disposition  of  oni?  thirty-sixth  jiart  of  tlie  public  lands  has  obtained  in  each 
new  State  and  Territory,  and  it  was  the  intention  of  Oonn"ress,  a.s  clearly  nianifesled  by  tli<.'  act  of  ISOli, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  shoidd  enjoy  the  same  advantaj;-es;  hence  the  ^rant  fn,  m- 
rather  the  injunction  that,  the  State  of  Tennessee,  in  the  disposition  of  the  public  land.s  east  and  north  of 
the  reservation  line,  should  reserve  and  set  apart  six  hiiiidreil  and  forty  acics  for  every  six  miles  sipiare, 
for  the  purposes  of  education. 

This  condition  in  the  act  of  coiuprcjmise  was  inserted  under  the  belief  entertained  by  both  of  the 
contracting'  parties,  that  there  would  lie  more  than  a  suffieieucy  of  jj;ood  land  to  satisfy  the  military 
warrants  of  North  Carolina,  east  and  north  of  the  reservation  line.  Tlie  land  south  and  west  of  this  line 
was  reserved  for  the  future  disposition  of  (Jong-ress.  On  the  south  and  west  of  this  line,  however,  military 
warrants  of  North  Carolina  have  been  located  to  the  amount  of  o,'2o3,S-2-t  acres,  prior  to  August  "is,  is-j',). 

In  this  section  of  the  State  no  reservations  have  lieen  made  for  school  lauds. 

The  whole  number  of  acres  on  both  sides  of  this  line  have  been  esliiuafed  at  24,1)110,1)1)0.  One  thirty- 
sixth  part  of  which  is  Odfi.OGli  acres,  to  which  tiie  State  of  Tennessee  wouhl  have  been  (-'iitilied  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  ISOCi,  and  according  to  the  policy  pursued  by  the  general  government  upon  this 
subject  toward  the  other  new  States,  provided  there  had  been  a  siitlicieiicy  of  g.idd  land  iieside  to  satisfy 
the  just  claims  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  North  Carolina. 

The  whole  amount  which  the  State  has  been  enabled  to  apiiropriate  umler  the  act  of  ISItG,  exclusive 
of  the  grant  for  the  two  colleges,  does  not  exceed  24,000  acres. 

It  is  true  that  cast  and  north  of  the  reservation  line  there  still  remain  vacant  and  unappro|iriated 
lands  of  no  value,  and  which  may  be  appropriated  at  the  will  of  any  one  who  will  pay  the  fees  of  ollice 
for  surveying'  the  same. 

The  committee  may  fairly  assume  that  there  is  due  to  the  State  of  Teunessei'  0)42, 6(iG  acres  fir  school 
lands,  to  satisfy  which  claim  she  asks  the  United  States  to  cede  the  vacant  lands  south  and  west  of  the 
congressional  reservation  line. 

What  is  the  value  of  these  lands  to  the  United  States,  and  would  thej^  repay  to  the  United  States  the 
expense  of  surveying'  them  and  bringing  them  into  the  market  as  other  public  lands  ?  is  the  next  subject 
of  inquiry. 

According  to  the  statements  contained  in  the  letter  of  the  late  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Oflice, 
George  Graham,  esq.,  the  whole  number  of  acres  south  and  west  of  this  line  is  estimated  to  be  8,000,000. 

Daniel  Graham,  the  late  secretary  of  the  State  of  Teimessee,  in  his  communication  of  August  20, 

1829,  to  the  then  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office,  estimated  the  number  of  acres  at.  .  . .  (>,SIJ4,000 
The  quantity  granted  by  North  Carolina  before  the  cession  to  the  United  States,  at         042,375 

Adjudicated  by  Tennessee  uj)  to  January  1,  1820 2,550,413 

Adjudicated  between  January  1,  1820,  and  August  28,  1829 11,388 

3,510, no 

Leaving  a  probable  balance  of 3,353,824 

The  committee  refer  to  the  letters  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  of  January  18, 
1828,  and  of  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  January  6,  1830,  appended  to  this  report,  for  a  more  detailed 
and  minute  history  and  description  of  this  land.  They  also  refer  to  a  map  which  has  been  prepared,  in 
order  to  give  to  the  House  some  idea  of  the  manner  in  which  the  lands  under  the  warrants  issued  by  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  have  been  surveyed. 

The  proprietors  of  these  warrants,  which  varied  in  size  from  one  acre  to  5,000  acres,  in  making  their 
locations  were  restricted  to  no  particular  boundary  lines  or  courses,  but  had  the  right  to  select  the  lands 
where  thej-  pleased;  always  selecting,  of  course,  the  best  spots.  What  remains  is  land  of  very  inferior 
quality,  most  of  it  wholly  unfit  for  cultivation. 

The  value  of  this  laud  is  variously  estimated.  Some  of  the  persons  whose  opinions  have  been  taken 
heretofore  upon  this  subject,  do  not  estimate  it  at  more  than  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per  acre,  others 
estimate  it  of  less  value.  The  statements  of  persons  acquainted  with  this  land  arc  appended  to  this 
report  and  numbered  from  one  to  eight,  inclusive. 

In  addition  to  this  the  committee  addressed  a  letter  to  the  senators  and  representatives  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee.  Some  of  them  are  well  acquainted  with  this  district  of  country,  and  all  of  them  jiossessing 
more  or  less  information  as  to  the  value  of  the  vacant  lands  situate  south  and  west  of  this  line,  which 
letter  and  answer  thereto  is  marked  A  and  B. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  ditBculty  and  expense  which  must  necessarily  attend  any  eil'ort  the 
United  States  may  make  to  bring  these  lands  into  market,  (according  to  that  system  which  the_y  have 
adopted,  and  which  system  the  committee  think  ought  never  to  be  abandoned,)  the  quality  and  value  of  these 
lands,  the  just  claims  which  Tennessee  has  upon  any  public  domain  within  her  limits  to  make  up  her 
proportion  of  school  lands,  and  the  meritorious  purposes  to  which  she  will  stand  pledged  to  devote  any 
avails  which  she  may  derive  therefrom,  viz:  to  purposes  of  education,  the  committee  are  unanimously'  of 
opinion  that  it  would  be  just,  fair,  and  equitable,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  surrender  to  the  State 
for  the  purposes  of  education  any  claim  which  the  LTnited  States  have  to  said  land,  subject  alwaj^s  to  the 
fair  and  just  claims  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  which  claims  are  to  be 
adjudicated  upon  and  carried  into  grants  according  to  the  laws  now  in  force  upon  that  suliject;  and 
therefore  report  a  bill. 


A. 

AVashington,  December  29,  1831. 

Gexti.emf.x:  The  Committee  on  Public  Lamls  has  been  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
the  United  States  relinquishing  to  the  State  of  Tennessee  all  claim  to  the  unappropriated  lands  lying  in 
said  State,  for  certain  purposes. 
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When  lands  have  never  been  surveyed  by  the  United  States,  there  is,  in  the  department,  believed  to 
be  no  evidence  as  to  the  quantity,  quality,  or  particular  situation  of  the  public  domain  embraced  by  the 
resolution. 

The  committee  would  like  to  have  your  opinions,  and  any  information  which  you  may  have  on  the 
following-  points: 

L  What  is  the  probable  quantity  of  unappropriated  lands  ? 

2.  What  is  its  condition  and  shape  in  reference  to  individual  claims  derived  from  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  ? 

3.  Are  there  any,  if  any,  what  is  the  probable  amount  of  unsatisfied  outstanding  warrants  issued 
by  the  State  of  North  Carolina  ? 

4.  Would  the  land  by  its  sale,  after  satisfying  the  whole  of  the  military  warrants  of  North  Carolina, 
pay  the  expenses  of  surveying  the  land  by  the  general  government  in  such  manner  as  to  bring  the  vacant 
land  into  market? 

Any  information  which  you  can  furnish  ns  upon  these  points  may  conduce  to  facilitate  the  efforts  of 
the  committee  to  come  to  a  correct  conclusion  upon  the  subject  committed  to  their  investigation. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  WICKLIFFE, 
Chairman  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
The  Senators  and  Kepkeskntatives  of  the  Slate  of  Tennessee. 


B. 

Washixgton  City,  January  4,  1832. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  the  several  inquiries  contained  in  your  letter  of  tlio  29th  ultimo,  addressed  to  us 
by  you  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  we  state  : 

1st.  In  relation  to  the  "probable  quantity  of  unappropriated  lands"  lying  south  and  west  of  the 
congressional  reservation  line  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  as  established  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  April 
18,  1806,  we  bog  leave  to  refer  the  conmiittee  to  an  official  communication  from  Daniel  Graham,  esq.,  late 
secretary  of  state  of  Tennessee,  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  dated  August  20,  1829, 
as  containing  the  most  satisfactory  and  authentic  information  in  our  possession  upon  this  point.  Since 
the  date  of  that  communication,  we  would  remark  tliat  the  legislature  of  Tennessee  have  made  further 
provision  for  the  adjudication  and  satisfaction  of  North  Carolina  military  warrants;  and,  in  pursuance  of 
such  provision,  warrants  to  a  considerable  amount  (but  the  precise  number  of  acres  we  do  not  know)  have 
been  satisfied,  thus  diminishing  the  quantity  of  unappropriated  lands  by  the  amount  of  the  warrants 
which  have  been  satisfied  since  the  date  of  Mr.  Graham's  report. 

2d.  In  relation  to  "its  condition  and  shape  in  reference  to  individual  claims  derived  from  the  State 
of  North  Carolina,"  we  would  beg  leave  to  refer  the  committee  to  a  map  or  plat  of  the  district  taken  from 
actual  survey,  furnished  by  Mr.  Graham,  and  which  accompanied  his  report  of  August  20,  1829,  from  an 
inspection  of  which  tlie  committee  will  be  enabled  readily  to  perceive  the  "condition  and  shape"  of  the 
remaining  unapprojiriatod  lands.  Upon  this  point  we  will  furtlier  remark  tliat  previous  to  the  cession 
of  the  western  domain,  made  by  North  Carolina  in  1789,  tliat  State  had  authorized  lier  soldiers  and  others 
holding  military  warrants  to  make  numerous  locations  and  entries  of  her  western  lands,  then  unsurveyed 

and  but  imperfectly  explored.     After  the  cession  by  the  compact  of  the  of ,  1804,  {Scott's 

Ee.visal,  831,)  entered  into  between  the  States  of  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  and  the  United  States, 
Tennessee  was  invested  with  power  to  open  affairs  and  make  provision  for  the  satisfaction  of  the 
remaining  claims  of  North  Carolina.  In  executing  this  trust  her  land  system  was  very  different  from 
that  of  the  United  States.  The  claimant  or  holders  of  warrants  were  not  required  to  take  up  the  land  by 
sections,  quarter  sections,  or  in  any  other  regular  form  of  surveying,  adjoining  section  or  range  lines,  and 
so  as  to  include  a  portion  of  the  poor  with  the  rich  land;  but  each  claimant  explored  the  country  for 
himself,  or  by  his  agent,  and  made  iiis  own  location,  selecting,  of  course,  the  best  land  within  his  knowledge, 
and  30  making  his  survey  as  to  exclude,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  sterile  and  to  include  the  fertile  lands. 
The  North  Carolina  claimants  were  promised  land  fit  for  cultivation,  and  to  enable  them  to  obtain  it,  a 
division  of  warrants  was  authorized  by  law;  the  consequence  of  which  has  been  that  locations  and  entries 
upon  warrants  of  all  sizes,  from  one  to  5,000  acres,  liave  been  made  upon  the  land  in  question,  and  in 
surveys  of  every  imaginable  shape — surveys  even  of  small  tracts  of  land  having,  in  many  instances,  a 
dozen  or  more  offsets  and  corners.  From  this  view  it  is  apparent,  and  the  fact  is  so,  that  the  unappro- 
priated lands  lie  in  detached  parcels  of  various  sizes  and  irregular  shape,  and  that  they  are  the  refuse  or 
sterile  lands  of  the  country. 

3d.  In  answer  to  the  tliird  interrogatorj',  to  wit,  whether  "  there  are  anj',  and  if  any,  what  is  the 
probable  amount  of  unsatisfied  outstanding  warrants  issued  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina?"  we  state 
that  we  have  no  accurate  means  of  knowing.  Much  of  the  larger  portion  of  them  have  been  satisfied. 
Doubtless,  however,  there  may  be  some  still  remaining,  arising  from  interfering  locations,  or  in  the  hands 
of  heirs  or  other  persons,  who,  from  ignorance  of  their  rights,  or  from  some  otTier  cause,  have  not  hereto- 
fore availed  themselves  of  the  provision  made  for  their  satisfaction.  But  the  quantity  of  outstanding 
unsatisfied  claims,  be  they  what  tliey  nia}',  cannot  be  material,  as  affecting  the  question  of  relinquishment  to 
the  State  of  these  lands;  for  the  State  does  not  ask  the  relinquisinnent,  except  upon  condition  tiiat  she 
w^ill  first  satisfy,  out  of  the  lands,  all  the  remaining  claims  of  North  Carolina  which  shall  be  adjudicated 
to  be  just  and  valid,  and  whicli  are  properly  chargeable  upon  the  lands. 

4th.  In  answer  to  the  fimrth  interrogatory,  to  wit,  "would  the  land  by  its  sale,  after  satisfying  the 
whole  of  the  military  warrants  of  North  Carolina,  pay  the  expenses  of  surveying  the  land  by  the  general 
government  in  such  manner  as  to  bring  the  vacant  land  into  market?"  we  state  that,  in  our  opinion,  any 
sale  which  could  be  made  by  the  United  States  would  not  defray  the  e.xpenses  of  such  survey  and  sale; 
and  we  beg  leave  to  assign  the  following  reasons  as  going  to  sustain  that  opinion  :  the  United  States 
never  having  surveyed  the  country  or  caused  it  to  be  run  off  into  townships,  ranges,  and  sections,  there 
are  but  two  modes  which  she  could  adopt  were  she  now  to  attempt  to  bring  these  remaining  refuse  lands 
mto  market,  to  wit,  first,  by  establishing  a  land  office  in  the  countiy  and  causing  it  to  be  run  off  into 
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town.sliips,  sections,  ami  quarter  sections,  according,-  to  the  present  land  system  of  the  Unitorl  States. 
Suppose  this  lieavy  expense  to  be  iiicnrreil,  and  the  country  to  be  thus  surveyed  l)y  the  United  States,  the 
conimittee  will  perceive,  from  our  answer  to  the  second  in(erro,t;'atory,  how  iinpossil)le  it  would  be,  even 
then,  to  ascertain  and  bring  into  market  these  detached  remnants,  lyiHj;-  as  they  would  do  on  both  sides 
of  ranj^-e  and  section  lines,  and  in  every  variety  of  size  and  shape.  Secondly,  the  only  remaininj^-  mo(le 
by  which  the  United  States  could  attempt  to  brint^  these  lands  into  market,  would  be  by  making-  an  actual 
survey,  if  indeed  that  be  y)racticable,  of  these  remnants  of  land,  lying  as  they  do  in  many  instances,  in 
verj-  small  bodies  between  the  lines  of  appropriated  tracts,  and  surrounded  by  them,  and  in  the  irregular 
and  various  shapes  before  described.  AVhen  the  bodies  of  una|i|iropriated  land  are  larger  they  are 
invariably  of  the  poorest  land;  much  the  greater  ).)art  of  which  would  not  be  worth  appropriating-  at  any 
price,  not  even  at  one  cent  per  acre. 

Upon  this  point  also,  as  well  as  upon  some  of  the  other  [loints  contained  in  the  inti'rrogatories 
propounded,  we  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  several  official  statements  here- 
witli  fnrnislied,  made  by  the  several  surveyors  south  and  west  of  the  congressional  reservation  line,  and 
heretofore  presented  to  Congress,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  opinions  we  have  intended  here  to 
express  are  amply  sustained. 

AVe  are  of  opinion  that  the  estimate  of  value  made  by  Mr.  Graham,  late  secretary  of  state  of  Ten- 
nessee, is  even  larger  than  could  now  be  realized  from  the  lands  by  the  State,  and  espcciallj^  considering 
that  since  the  date  of  his  report  some  North  Carolina  warrants  have  been  located  ujion  the  best  of  th<' 
land,  which  was  unappropriated  at  the  date  of  his  report. 

In  conclusion,  we  state  that  the  State  of  Tennessee,  having  Ikt  land  offices  already  established  in 
the  country,  could,  as  she  has  done  north  and  east  of  the  congressional  reservation  line,  without  incurring 
avy  additional  expenses  of  surveying',  permit  tiiese  vacant  lands  to  be  entered  at  some  very  low  rate,  and 
that  in  doing  so  she  would  derive  some  small  profit,  which  the  United  States,  never  having  surveyed  the 
countrj",  and  having-  no  land  offices  in  it,  could  not. 

W.  Fitzgerald,  Felix  (rrundy. 

John  Blair.  C.  .lohnson. 

John  Bell.  AV.  Hall. 

Hugh  L.  AVhite.  J.  C.  Isacks. 

James  K.  Polk.  James  Standifer. 

General  Hall,  one  of  my  colleagues,  had  the  ]iolitencss  to  present,  me  this  daj',  January  5,  1832,  with 
the  letter  of  the  honorable  cliairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  rcijuesting  information  on  certain 
points  touching  the  public  diimain  of  the  I'nited  States  lying  south  and  west  of  the  congressional  reser- 
vation line,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee.  lie  also  presented  the  foreg'oing  responses  to  the  several  questions 
contained  in  the  letter  of  the  chairman,  above  alluded  to,  which  had  been  signed  by  all  the  members  of 
Congress  from  Tennessee  except  myself.  My  concurrence  was  requested.  I  have  only  to  say,  I  know 
nothing  of  the  fads  stated  in  the  foregoing  answers  to  the  interrogatories  propounded  by  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  subscribing  to  slatemenis  of  others  as  facts 
unless  I  know  them  to  be  so  myself 

With  much  deference  to  my  colleagues,  however,  I  will  make  free  to  express  a  hope  that  if  the  com- 
mittee should  deem  it  proper  to  legislate  on  the  subject  of  these  lands  that  thej-  will  remember  the  poor 
occupants,  who  have  no  other  means  of  subsistence  but  what  they  derive  from  the  cultivation  of  these 
lands. 

Very  respectfuUv, 

THOMAS  D.  ARNOLD. 

Hon.  Cn.is.  A.  Wickliffe, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives. 


MiDDLEBUKG.  January  2(1,  1828. 

Dear  Sir:  Yours  of  tlie  24th  ultimo  has  been  received  and  is  now  before  me,  in  which  you  reiiuest 
from  me  some  opinion  as  to  the  probable  value  of  tlic  unappropriated  land  in  the  western  district.  To 
this  subject  my  mind  has  been  turned  for  a  considerable  time  past,  and  in  particular  for  the  last  summer 
and  fall.  During  that  period  I  have  travelled  in  almost  every  direction  through  the  district,  and  from  the 
strictest  observation,  as  well  as  the  opinions  of  various  gentlemen  of  respectability  and  information,  1 
am  irresistibly  brought  to  the  conclusion  that  if  a  relinquishment  should  be  made  to  the  State  (at  the 
price  she  will  be  able  to  sell  these  lands)  she  will  not  realize  12i  cents  per  acre  on  an  average  for  one 
half  the  land;  and  even  in  making  this  calculation  I  take  into  view  considerable  quantities  of  land  which 
could  not  be  sold  for  tliat  sum,  but  in  consequence  of  their  being  situate  so  convenient  to  many  small 
tracts  as  to  afford  outlet,  timber,  i^-c  But,  sir,  if  the  whole  amount  of  unappropriated  land  could  be  sold 
for  121  cents  per  acre  it  M'ould  still  fall  very  far  shijrt  of  making  up  the  deficit  in  the  common  school 
fund  contemplated  to  be  given  to  Tennessee  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  180(5. 

I  am  n<.it  at  all  surprised  at  the  great  difficulty  that  exists  in  the  minds  of  many  of  the  eastern  gen- 
tlemen on  the  subject  of  our  lands,  the  manner  in  which  we  do  and  have  heretofore  obtained  our  titles 
being  so  widely  different  from  the  practice  of  the  general  government  in  the  disposition  of  the  public 
lands,  which  are  sectioned  ofi'  and  numbered,  and  entered  bj'  sections  or  quarter  sections,  leaving  no 
remnants  or  scraps,  as  is  and  has  been  the  practice  with  us  from  the  commencement  under  the  law  which 
authorized  any  person  holding  a  warrant  issued  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  be  its  size  what  it  might, 
(say  from  one  to  five  thousand,)  to  select  any  spot  unappropriated,  and  there  settle  his  warrant  without 
any  respect  to  what  might  be  the  quality  or  quantity  of  the  remnant  left  between  him  and  anj^  other 
claimant;  and  thus  it  is  that  the  most  valuable  land  has  been  selected  and  the  inferior  quality  left  yet 
unappropriated.  It  would  be  useless  for  me  to  say  further  on  this  subject,  as  I  am  well  aware  of  your 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  matter,  as  well  as  your  zeal  for  the  promotion  of  education.  Placing  full 
faith  and  confidence  in  the  intelligence  and  liberality  of  Congress  in  making  donations  for  so  laudable  an 
object  as  the  encouragement  of  co?»n)0)i  schools,  I  entertain  no  doubts  as  to  the  result,  so  soon  as  they  arc 
convinced  of  the  real  value  and  true  situation  of  the  land  thus  asked  as  a  donation. 
I  am,  verj'  respectfuUv,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ADAM  R.  ALEXANDER. 

Uvn   James  K,  Polk. 
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R.  E.  U.  Dougherty,  sw-vetjor  cf  V2fh  diMrict,  as  to  quantity  and  quality  of  land  in  this  district. 
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M.\RCH  15,  1828. 

Dear  Sir:  I  received  your  favor  of  the  24th  of  December,  1827,  on  the  12th  instant,  and  hasten  to 
give  you  as  much  information  on  the  subject  as  I  am  able.  The  section  represented  above  contains  more 
vacant  kind  than  an  average  one  does.  There  is,  I  tliink,  about  four  or  five  hundred  acres  of  vacant  land 
in  this  district,  and  it  is  mj'  honest  opinion  that  if  this  State  had  a  right  to  the  vacant  land  she  could  not 
ill  fifteen  years  make  it  average  ten  cents  per  acre.  There  are  not  more  than  three  or  four  thousand 
acres  that  could  bo  sold  for  fifty  cents  per  acre,  and  the  balance,  in  time,  people  might  enter  at  the  present 
prices  of  entering  land  east  and  north  of  the  reservation  line,  which  is  one  cent  per  acre;  but  for  the 
United  States  or  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  undertake  to  bring  this  land  into  market  in  the  common  way 
that  the  United  States  make  their  lands  ready  for  market,  I  am  certain  the  amount  of  sales  would  not 
half  pay  the  expenses  of  making  the  lands  ready  for  market,  as  the  vacant  land  lies  in  such  detached 
parcels,  and  that  part  that  is  most  valuable  is  in  the  smallest  bodies;  where  there  are  three  hundred  acres 
in  one  body  that  is  so  compact  as  to  justify  any  person  to  settle  on  it,  it  is  not  worth  anj'thing.  All 
the  lands  in  this  district  that  appear  to  me  to  be  fit  for  cultivation  are  lying  in  narrow  strips,  from  ten  to 
sixty  acres,  and  from  ten  to  seventy  or  eighty  poles  wide.  Wherever  j'ou  find  a  body  of  land  in  the 
western  district  vacant,  you  will  universally  find  it  not  worth  the  taxes. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  C.  DOUGHERTY, 
r.  Surveyor  of  the  \1th  Surveyor's  District,  Tennessee;. 

Hon.  J.4MES  K.  Poi.K. 


22n  Congress.] 
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[1st  Session. 


INSTRUCTIONS   RELATIVE   TO   THE  PROOF  TO  BE  RECEIVED  IN  SUPPORT  OF  DONATION 

CLAIMS  IN  ARKANSAS. 


COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE  OF    EEPRESENTATIVES  JANUARY    24,     1832. 

Treasury  Department,  January  23,  1832. 
Sir  :  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  11th  instant,  "  directing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  furnish  the  House,  for  the  use  of  the  Coinniittee  on  Public  Lands,  with  a 
copy  of  all  the  instructions  given  by  said  department  to  the  register  and  receiver  of  public  moneys  in  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  of  a  date  subsequent  to  October  17,  1828,  respecting  the  proof  to  be  received  by 
said  oflicers  in  support  of  donations  to  land  granted  to  sundry  citizens  of  Arkansas,  by  an  act  of  Congress 
of  May  24,  1828,"  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  communication  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Otfico, 


h 


which  contains  the  information  requested  by  the  resolution, 
live  the  hoiKir  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LOUIS  McLANE,  Secretary  uf  the  Treasury. 
The  Hon.  the  Speaker  rf  the  Rouse  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Sidles. 
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flK.N'KUAi.  TiAXi)  OiKRK,  JunKar}/  2'i,  1832. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  directions,  on  referring;  to  mo  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Itepresenta- 
tivcs  of  the  lltli  instant,  "that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  lie  direc'ted  to  furnish  this  House,  lor  the 
use  of  the  C'onnnittee  on  Public  Lands,  with  a  I'opy  of  all  thi^  instructions  f^'iven  by  said  deyiartnient  to 
the  register  and  receiver  of  public  moneys  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  of  a  date  subse(iuent  to  October 
17,  18'28,  respecting-  the  proof  to  be  received  by  said  oIKccrs  in  sup])ort  of  donations  to  land  granted  to 
sundry  citizens  of  Arkansas,  by  an  act  of  Congress  of  May  24,  1S28,"  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  here- 
with copies  of  the  following-  documents,  numbered  one  to  four,  inclusive,  as  comprising  all  the  instruc- 
tions required  by  said  resolution,  which  the  records  of  this  office  afl'ord,  vi/  : 

Xo.  1.  Letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  (ieneral  Land  OfHce  to  the  register  and  reeei\'cr  at  liates- 
ville,  dated  March  23,  1829. 

No.  2.  Letter  from  same  to  same,  dated  May  S,  182'.l. 

No.  3.  Letter  from  same  to  receiver  at  Batesville,  June  II,  182'J. 

No.  4.  Letter  from  same  to  same,  dated  July  22,  1829. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  vour  obedient  servant, 

ELIJAH   ll.VVWARD. 

lion.  Lens  IMclvAXK,  Sxriiari/  nf  Ihr  Treasiiri/. 


No.  1. 

Ge.verai,  L.vNn  Ofkice,  March  23,  1829. 

C!extleme.\'  :  Your  letter  of  the  8th  of  Decemlicr  last,  from  some  cause,  was  not  received  by  me  until 
within  a  few  days.  This  I  very  much  regret,  as,  on  examining  the  cases  of  ^Vm.  Bean,  No.  2,  and  of 
Nancy. Meeks,  No.  9,  I  am  of  opinion  that  they  are  not  admissible  under  your  instructions.  The  evidence 
clearly  shows  that  neither  of  them  were  heads  of  families.  The  law  requires  no  property  qualitication, 
and  their  possession  of  such  could  not  give  an}-  right  to  a  donation  which  every  separate  member  of  a 
family  over  twentj--one  years  of  age  would  not  have.  If  the  parent  and  child,  over  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  have  a  joint  interest  in  the  settlement,  they  would  be  entitled  to  a  joint  interest  in  the  donation,  and 
the  law  does  not  contemplate  more  tlian  one  for  each  fainih/. 

The  case  of  Josiah  Jenkins  would  seem  to  lie  a  fair  and  legal  one.  You  do  not  say  whether  you  have 
required  of  the  applicant  a  detailed  statement,  on  oath,  of  the  grounds  of  his  claim;  this  I  think  important. 

My  communications  to  you  of  the  20th  and  27th  of  August  last,  the  latter  enclosing  the  correspond- 
ence with  the  War  Department,  were  considered  as  sufKciently  indicating  the  course  you  were  to  pursue, 
both  as  to  the  commencement  of  your  adjudications  and  as  to  the  period  within  which  the  settlers  were 
to  remove  from  the  ceded  lands,  in  order  to  entitle  them  to  a  donation.  The  acting  governor,  I  understand, 
has  issued  the  proclamation  referred  to  in  those  communications. 

Colonel  Brearly,  in  corroboration  of  some  of  the  facts  stated  in  the  communications  forwarded  to  you, 
has  informed  me  that  several  persons  who  iravrllcd  through  Lovelj-'s  purchase  with  him,  had  sold  their 
right  of  donation  for  fifty  dollars,  and  some  of  them  had  indeed  made  a  second  sale  for  a  less  sum.  The 
persons   who  purchase,  must  of  course  have  some  expectation  of  establishing  a  claim  to  a  donation. 

Mr.  Ingham  having  been  requested,  I  believe  by  Mr.  Sevier,  to  re-examine  the  decision  of  the  Attorney 
General,  ccimmunicated  to  you  on  the  19th  of  January,  has  concurred  in  the  correctness  of  that  opinion. 
Ycrv  respcctfullv,  &c., 

GEO.  GEAHAM. 

The  Register  and  Eeceiver  at  Batesville,  A.  T. 


No.  2. 

General  Land  Office,  May  8,  1829. 

Gextleme.v  :  Your  letter  of  tlie  31st  of  March  has  been  received  to-daj-,  and  also  a  list  of  25G  claims 
which  have  been  conlirmed  lij'  you  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  approved  May  24,  1828. 

By  a  letter  from  the  register  and  receiver  at  Little  Rock,  dated  the  3d  tif  April,  I  am  informed  that 
79  claims  have  been  confirmed  at  that  oflice,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  referred  to,  making,  altogether, 
345  claims  confirmed  up  to  tlie  1st  of  April.  This  number  exceeds  the  number  of  families  which,  from  the 
information  received  from  the  Indian  agent,  I  had  any  reason  to  believe  were  settled  within  the  territory 
ceded  to  the  Indians  at  the  date  of  the  act  of  May  24,  1828. 

I  am  informed  by  the  land  officers  at  Little  Rock  that  you  had  dispensed  with  the  personal  attendance 
of  the  settler  claiming  this  donation.  This  will  have  been  so  entirely  at  variance  with  your  instructions, 
that  I  cannot  doubt  but  that  they  have  been  misinformed  on  that  subject.  My  letter  of  the  23d  of  March' 
will  have  advised  you  that  the  principle  on  which  you  had  admitted  the  claim  of  Mr.  Wm.  Beans  and  that 
of  Nancy  Meeks,  was  considered  as  inadmissible.  I  have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  forward  a 
list  of  all  the  cases  where  you  have  admitted  the  right  of  donation  under  similar  circumstances,  or  where 
the  party  was  not  at  the  head  of  a  family.  It  is  presumed  that  no  cases  of  this  description  will  have 
been  acted  upon  by  you  after  the  receipt  of  my  letter  of  the  23d  of  March  last. 

No  patents  for  donation  claims  will  be  issued  on  the  certificates  forwarded  by  you,  until  the  list  above 
required  shall  have  been  received,  and  until  it  shall  have  been  distinctly  known  whether  or  not  you  have 
dispensed  with  the  personal  attendance  and  examination,  on  oath,  of  the  person  to  whom  a  donation  has 
been  granted.  If,  unfortunatelj",  you  should  in  any  cases  have  dispensed  with  such  attendance  and  examina- 
tion of  the  claimant,  on  oath,  you  will  transmit  a  list  also  of  such  claims,  and  j'ou  will  suspend  the  issuing 
of  certificates  for  any  of  the  claims  included  in  either  of  the  lists  required  until  further  directions.     The 
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parties  may,  however,  designate  the  lands  they  wish  to  enter,  with  an  understanding-  that  the  certificate 
will  isfgve  for  that  parlintlar  tract  of  land,  should  the  claim  be  ultimately  decided  to  be  valid. 

Your  claim  for  compensation  for  services  rendered  under  the  act  of  May  24,  1828,  shall  be  submitted 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurj'. 


Very  respectfully,  &c., 
The  Register  and  Receiver,  BateKiriUe,  A.  T. 


GEO.  GRAHAM. 


General  Land  Offiuk,  Juni^  11,  1829. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  5th  of  ilay,  in  answer  to  one  from  this  office  of  the  23d  of  March,  has  been 
received,  and  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury,  wiio  does  not  consider  the  reasons  assia;ned  by 
you  for  deviating  from  the  princi]jles  of  the  law  and  the  instructions  from  this  office,  as  satisfactory,  and 
has  therefore  directed  "  that  tlie  locations  be  suspended  until  the  land  officers  have  revised  the  proceedings 
that  are  not  substantially  in  conformity  to  the  instructions." 

I  submit  for  j'our  information  the  tbllowing  extract  from  my  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurj': 

"  As  to  the  first  reason  assigned,  I  can  onl_y  saj'  that  all  the  original  laws  granting  pre-emptions 
expressly  require  that  the  claimants  should  tile  a  written  statement;  and  as  these  acts  give  to  the  persons 
authorized  to  receive  such  statements  the  power  to  administer  oaths,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  they  would 
have  required  the  sanction  of  an  oatli,  at  least  in  doubti'ul  cases. — (See  Land  Laws,  new  edition,  pages  383 
484,  485,  and  631.") 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 

John-  Redman,  Esq.,  Receiver,  Batesville,  A.  T. 


No.  4. 

Gener.u,  Land  Office,  July  22,  1829. 

Sir:  Your  letters  of  tlie  6th  of  May  and  6th  of  June  having  been  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  tlie 
Treasuiy,  I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  he  deems  it  necessary  that  the  original  instructions  should 
have  been  adhered  to,  and  that  the  personal  attendance  and  statement  of  the  case,  rendered  under  oath 
of  the  claimant,  cannot  be  dispensed  with.  You  will  therefore  give  notice  to  the  parties  that  a  re-exami- 
nation of  each  case,  where  application  has  been  made  at  your  office  for  donation  rights,  will  take  place 
before  any  patent  can  issue. 

With  great  respect,  &c., 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 
JoHX  Redman,  Esq.,  Receiver,  Batesville,  A.  T. 


22d   Congress.]  No.    983.  [1st  Session. 

ON    CLAIM   TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

communicated    to    the    house    of    REI'RESENT.iTIVES    .JANUARY    25,    1832. 

Mr.  Mardis,  from  tlie  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Antoine 

Cruzat,  reported: 

That  petitioner  claims  about  three  acres  of  land  by  virtue  of  a  settlement  right;  that  the  land  is 
situated  in  the  parish  of  East  Baton  Rouge,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana.  The  proof  shows  that  the  petitioner 
actually  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  said  tract  of  land  from  the  year  1805  until  the  year  1812,  since  which 
time  the  said  land  has  not  been  in  the  possession  of  the  petitioner.  The  committee  called  upon  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  United  States  General  Land  Office  to  state  whether  the  petitioner's  claim,  as  made  out  by 
tiie  evidence,  brought  his  claim  within  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  Congress  passed,  granting  donations 
to  actual  settlers  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  on  or  before  the  loth  of  April,  1813,  and  received  for  answer 
that,  agreeably  to  the  construction  of  the  law  in  question  at  that  department,  his  claim  was  embraced  by 
the  laws  alluded  to.     The  committee  therefore  report  a  bill. 


1S32.1  CLAIMS    TO    LANM    IN     MlSSISSiri'I.  3i;i 


22d  Congress. 1  ^'^O.    984.  f  1st  Session'. 

ON'CL.M.M   Foi;  i;k  voi.r'i'i  ()  N  .\  K  V   i;  ()  r  .\•■|'^•  t,axi>. 

roMMrN'UWTEIl    TO    THE    HorSF.    OF    KKrr,KSKXT.\TIVFS    .I.VNT.MtV    lio,    ISIili. 

Mr.  (j.vvE  .Ton\S(^N,  fiiini   the  ('(unniitlcc  mi   I'livato   liiiiid  C'lainis,  1(]   wlidui   was   icl'crrcil   the  in-tilinii  ul' 

.^aliillrl   W'liodcijck  or  W'lKM.lsturk,  lopditi'il: 

The  petitiiilior  sets  fnrtli  that  lie  ciilistoil  in  the  aiiiiy  ul'  the  I'liitnl  Slates  in  the  year  17  7. "i,  in  ('a|ilaiii 
Kliapp's  c'ulilliany,  in  Culonel  Keed's  reg'inieiif ,  in  tlie  Massaclmsetts  line,  Inr  ei.n'ht  months,  and  alterwai'ds  in 
the  same  company  and  rej;'inient  for  one  year,  and  in  the  montli  of  -Inly,  1777,  enlisted  for  during'  the  war 
ill  the  company  ul' Captain  .lii,si)ili  Allen  W  ri,i;lit,  in  ("dlonil  riiiliii  15.  Hradley's  ren'inienl,  in  (ien<'ral  Ilnn- 
tingtoii's  brig'ade  ;  he  furtlier  states  that  lie  was  ut  the  taking;'  ot  ("nrnwallis,  after  he  rctnrneil  to  tli<>  Cnn- 
iiecticut  lino,  in  the  '2d  rep,'iinent,  and  he  was  diseliari;'i'(I  an  tho  :!lst  day  df  lieeondier,  1782,  fnr  wlncli 
service  he  claims  honiity  lands  It  is  proven  liy  Samnel  \\'au,i;h  that  he  served  in  the  same  eumpany  \\itli 
the  said  ^V(Hnlcc_lelc  or  W'd.Hlstnck  for  nearly  tlirec  years,  'i'hc  petitidiicr  prndiu'es  a  e<'rlilicil  enpy  of  his 
discharL;'e,  n'ivcn  him  l>y  (u'lir^e  \\'ashin,!.;'ti>n,  edininaiidci'-in-^'liief  uf  the;  armii's  of  the  I  intcd  Stali-s,  wlio 
certilies  that  he,  said  ]ietitiiiiier.  is  entitled  tii  tlir  provision  made  liy  (Jong'rcss  fur  invalids  n['  \\\r  army 
by  the  resolve  of  the  2o(l  of  .\oril.  17S-2.  which  resohc  is,  that  all  sn<'h  sick  and  wonnded  soldiers  of  the 
armies  of  the  United  States  who  shall  he  in  futnre  reported  hy  the  inspector  ,i;-eneral,  m'  the  inspector  of 
n  se|iarato  department,  and  approved  liy  the  commander-in-chief  or  ci^iminamlinj;'  oliicer  of  a  separate 
department,  as  nnfit  for  further  duty,  either  in  the  Held  or  in  the  yarrison,  and  who  shall  ajiply  for  a  dis- 
charg'e  in  preference  to  being'  placed  or  continned  in  the  corps  of  iiivalirls,  shall  lie  discharged,  and  be 
entitled  to  receive  as  a  pension  live  dollars  ]ier  month  in  lieu  of  all  pay  and  emohiments.  The  comnnttee 
have  not  been  able  to  find  any  law  which  entith's  the  jn-titioner  to  bounty  lands.  The  committee,  there- 
fore, ask  to  be  discharged. 


2d  (JoxoREss.]  -No.    985.  I  1st  Session'. 


OX    C  T.  A  I  M    TO    T.  A  X  D    T  X    THE    MISSISSIPPI    T  E  \l  R  I  T  0  11 Y. 

CO.MMU.\"IC.VTEri    TO    THE    IIorSE    OF    FvEFRESEXT.VTIVES    J.VXU.VRV    25,     1832. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  id" 
David  Shaver,  senior,  David  Shaver,  junior,  Thomas  Maji.irs,  (ieorge  C.  Cowan,  and  James  S.  Mays, 
reported : 

These  claims  are  predicated  on  a  grant  from  the  State  of  Georg-ia  to  Zachariali  Cox  and  Mathias 
Maher,  and  other  associates,  called  the  Tennessee  Company,  issued  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  the  legislature 
of  that  State,  passed  on  tj-.e  24th  day  of  January,  1795,  and  form  a  part  of  what  are  usually  called  "  tlie 
Yazocf  claims."  The  legislature  of  Georgia,  at  a  subsequent  session,  to  wit,  on  the  13th  of  February, 
1796,  passed  another  act  declaring  null  and  void  that  of  January  24.  1795,  because,  as  was  therein 
alleged,  the  same  was  made  without  constitutional  authorit_y,  and  fraudulently  obtained,  and  <.irdered  it  to 
be  expunged  from  the  public  records.  Tin;  last-mentioned  act  further  declared  all  grants,  rights,  claims, 
&c.,  &c.,  issued,  deduced,  or  derived  from  the  act  of  January  24,   1795,  null  and  void. 

By  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession,  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia, 
entered  into  on  the  24tli  day  of  April,  1802,  ceding  and  relinquishing  to  the  United  States  the  lands 
within  the  same,  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  and  west  of  the  Chattahoochie,  it  was  provided  that  all 
the  lands  so  ceded,  after  satisfying  a  payment  contracted  to  be  made  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  of  ($1,250,000) 
one  million  two  hundred  and  tilty  tiKjusand  dollars,  and  certain  grants  made  by  the  British  government  of 
Florida  and  the  government  of  Spain,  should  be  considered  as  a  common  fraid  for  the  benefit  of  the  United 
States,  except  a  portion  of  the  said  lands  not  exceeding'  five  millions  of  acres,  the  proceeds  of  which  were 
to  be  set  apart  and  reserved  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying',  quieting',  or  compensating  any  claims  which 
might  be  made  to  any  part  thereof. 

On  March  31,  1814,  Congress  passed  a  law  allowing  persons  claiming  lands  under  grants  issued  bj' 
virtue  of  the  act  of  the  legislature  of  Georgia,  of  January  24,  1795,  to  exhibit  and  record  such  claims, 
and  on  their  being  approved  in  the  manner  specified,  to  receive  certificates  of  stock,  payable  without 
interest,  out  of  the  moneys  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory;  and  by 
the  ninth  section  of  this  law  it  is  provided,  that  if  any  person  claiming  lands  under  the  act  of  Geoi-gia, 
of  Januarj-  24,  1795,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  compromise  and  make  settlement  of  such  claim  in  con- 
formity with  the  provisions  of  tliis  act,  the  United  States  shall  be  exonerated  and  discharged  from  all 
such  claim  or  claims,  and  the  same  shall  be  forever  barred;  and  no  evidence  of  Mty  such  claim  shall  bo 
admitted  to  be  pleaded  or  allowed  to  be  given  in  evidence  in  any  court  against  any  grant  derived  frou) 
the  United  States. 

Tlie  petitioners  claim  under  deeds  of  conveyance  from  Samuel  ^lay,  and  all  of  them  bearing  date 
within  the  last  six  iir  seven  years.  Samuel  May  derived  his  title  from  the  original  grantees,  Zachariali 
Cox  and  Mathias  .Maher,  by  a  deed  dated  the  I8th  day  of  August,  1797,  being  eighteen  months  after  the 
enactment  of  the  law  of  (ieorgia,  of  February  13,  1790,  declaring-  the  grant  to  Cox  and  Maher  fraudulent 
and  void. 

\  of..  VI 40  E 
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The  committee  are  induced  to  believe,  from  this  brief  legal  history  of  the  claims  submitted,  that  the 
petitioners  are  not  entitled  to  relief  from  Congress;  because, 

1st.  They,  as  well  as  Samuel  May,  from  whom  they  claim,  were,  (or  must  be  presumed  to  be,)  pur- 
chasers with  notice  of  tiie  fraudulent  nature  and  character  of  the  claim. 

2d.  Because  the  petitioners  have  neglected  or  refused  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
Congress,  passed  !Marcii  31,  1814,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  indemnification  of  certain  claimants 
of  public  lauds  in  the  Mississippi  Territory." 


'22i)  Congress.]  No.  986.  v  [1st  Srssion. 

ON    CLAIM    FOR    MILITARY    BOUNTY    LAND. 

COMML'N'IC.VTED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESEXT.iTIVES    .lAXUARY    27,    1832. 

Mr.  Cave  Johxsox,  from  the  Committee  on  Private   Land  Claims,  to    whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 

Abraham  Forbes,  reported: 

That  said  Forbes  was  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  removed  to  Upper  Canada  prior  to  the  last 
war;  that  he  joined  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  and  was  employed  as  a  spy,  and  had  the  entire  confi- 
dence of  tlie  ofllcers  of  the  United  States,  and  performed  many  valuable  and  important  services  to  the 
United  States  in  that  character;  that  he  had  been  promised  a  handsome  remuneration  by  Colonel  Christie, 
whose  premature  death,  perhaps,  prevented  any  communication  to  the  government  in  behalf  of  said  Forbes; 
that  he  acted  with  the  United  States  troops  until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  was  honorably  discharged. 
It  further  appears  that  before  the  war  he  was  independent  iif  his  circumstances,  and  that  when  his  family 
was  sent  to  the  United  States  there  were  sent  over  a  few  boxes  of  his  goods  of  but  little  value;  and  he 
alleges  that  his  other  property  was  confiscated,  but  of  this  fact  no  evidence  is  furnished  the  committee. 
The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  important  and  faithful  services  rendered  the  United  States  by 
Forbes  entitles  him  to  greater  liberality  from  the  government  than  the  provision  made  by  the  act  of  1816 
for  the  benefit  of  Canadian  volunteers,  and  that  he  ought  to  be  placed  on  an  equal  footing  by  the  govern- 
ment with  Westbrooke,  for  whom  provision  has  been  heretofore  made,  and  with  Dr.  Crosby,  in  whose 
behalf  a  bill  has  been  introduced  during  the  present  session  of  Congress.  They  therefore  introduce  a  bill 
allowina:  G40  acres  of  land. 


22d  Congress.]  No.   987.  [1st  Se.ssion. 

APPLICATION  '  OF    INDIANA    FOR    DONATIONS    OP    LAND    TO    ACTUAL    SETTLERS    UPON 

CONDITION    OF    SETTLEMENT.  ' 

communicated    to    the    senate    JANUARY    30,    1832. 

A  JOINT  RESOLUTIO^f  of  the  general  assembly,  soliciting  of  Congress  a  donation  of  lands  to  actual  settlers  in  indigent 

circumstances. 

Resolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  That  our  senators  in  Congress  be  instructed, 
and  our  representatives  requested,  to  use  their  best  exertions  to  procure  such  amendment  to  the  present 
land  law  of  the  United  States  as  shall  authorize  a  donation  to  all  white  actual  settlers,  who  are  not  the 
owners  of  any  land,  of  a  tract  of  land  of  such  size  as  Congress  in  its  wisdom  may  direct,  to  be  located  in 
districts  wherein  the  land  shall  have  been  in  market  ten  years,  upon  the  condition  that  such  donee  shall 
make  specific  improvements,  and  actually  reside  on  the  same  for  the  term  of  five  years. 

H.  II.  MOORE,  Speakei-  of  the  House  of  Rqwesentalivex. 

DAVID  WALLACE,  President  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  Januarj-  16,  1832. 

N.  NOBLE. 
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22d  C()N'(;ress.1  No.    OSS.  [1st  .-^ksskin-. 

Al'I'I.lCATlOX   OF   INDIANA   FOlI   PERMISSION   TO  SKI.L  IIllR  SAI.INH   IMiSKK VATlON.S 

COM.Ml-XICATKD    TO    THK    .SKNAri',    .lANTAHV    liO.     l8o2. 
A  JOINT  RESOLUTION'  ou  tlie  sul>ject  of  tlio  saline  rescrvati.ms. 

Be  it  rcfdlvcd  by  Ihe  i/rncral  a.^.scHiWy  of  file  Stale  af  Indiana,  That  (Uir  senators  in  Coiifi'iTss  lie,  ami  tlicy 
are  hereby,  instnicted,  and  oiii-  representatives  requested,  to  continue  tlieir  best  e.Kertions  and  inlhience  in 
Congress  to  procnre  the  iiassagc  of  a  hnv  to  antlmrize  the  State  of  Indiana  to  sell,  in  manner  and  for  tiie 
purposes  heretofore  represented,  the  salini^  rescn'vatioiis.  to  which  the  saiil  State  has  claims. 

Besolced,  That  the  governor,  withont  dehiy,  transmit  tn  each  of  mir  senators  and  representatives  in 
Congress  a  copv  nf  the  foregoing  resolution. 

11.   II.   MOORE,  Speaker  of  the  ILni..<e  of  Repre^enlalive.-^. 
K.Wm  WALLACE,  President  of  the  Senate. 


,\p[iroved  January  L>,  l.So2, 


N     NOIU.E 


22[i  CoxcREss.]  No.    989.  [1st  SEssn)x. 

ON   APPLICATION  OF  TIIE  RECEIVER  .VT  DETROIT  FOR  EXTRA  CO.MPENSATION. 

COMMU.MCATF.n    TO    THE    :?E.VATE    JANTARY    oO,    1832. 

Mr.    KiX(;,   from  the  Committee  on  Public   Lands,   to  whom   was   referred  the  petition  of  J.   Kearsley, 

receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Detroit,  reported: 

That  liy  an  act  of  Congress  passed  the  2d  of  March,  1821,  iiurcliasers  of  juiblic  lauds  were  authorized 
to  relinquish,  by  legal  subdivisions,  any  portion  of  the  lands  held  bj'  them  and  transfer  the  amount  paid 
on  such  relinijuished  lands  to  other  lands  by  them  held  ;  and  it  was  made  the  duty  of  the  registers  and 
receivers  to  carry  this  act  into  execution  in  such  manner  as  might  be  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  allowing  them  as  compensation  for  the  labor  thus  imposed  on  them  the  sum  of  fiftj^  cents  for 
each  tract  rclimiuished,  to  be  paid  by  the  person  relinquishing.  It  subsequently  appearing  to  the  satis- 
faction of  Congress  that  the  compcnsati<.in  allowed  by  the  above-recited  act  was  not  sufficient  to  remune- 
rate these  officers  for  the  extra  labor  performed  by  them,  on  the  22d  ijf  May,  182t>,  an  act  was  passed 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  the  direction  of  the  President,  to  make  such  further 
compensation  as,  in  his  opinion,  should  be  reasonable  and  just,  not  to  exceed  the  amount  expended  for 
clerk  hire,  and  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  upon  payments  made  by  relinquishments,  with  a  proviso  that  in 
no  case  should  the  amount  paid  to  these  officers  exceed  in  one  year  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars. 
Under  this  act  the  petitioner  was  paid  the  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  payments  bj-  relinquishments, 
estimating  the  land  at  $2  the  acre,  in  addition  to  the  half  dollar  paid  by  the  individual  availing  lumself 
of  the  advantages  of  the  law  on  each  tract  relinquished.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  this  alone 
would  have  been  sufficient  compensation  for  any  extra  duty  performed  by  these  officers,  the  compensation 
increasing  with  the  increased  labor  ;  and  the  statement  of  the  petitioner,  that  he  could  not  avail  himself 
of  the  provisions  of  the  law  of  1826  as  respects  clerk  hire,  cannot,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  vary 
the  case  ;  they  therefore  submit  the  following  resolution  : 

RetiCilxed,  That  the  prayer  "f  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


22d  Congress.1  No.    990.  flsT  Session. 

ON    APPLICATION    FOK  A    CIIOCTAAV  RESERVATION    UNDER   THE   TREATY   OF    DANCING 

RABBIT  CREEK,  OF  SEPTEMBER  27,  1830. 

COMMUXICATEP  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  r.EPRESEXT.iTIVES  JANUARY  30,    1832. 

Mr.  Plummer,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  were  referred  sundry  petitions  of  tlie  chiefs, 
headmen,  and  principal  warriors  of  the  Choctaw  nation,  reported: 

It  appears  from  the  representation  of  the  petitioners  and  other  satisfactory  evidence  adduced  before 
the  committee,  that  Joseph  Dukes,  a  native  Choctaw,  was  a  resident  and  citizen  of  the  Choctaw  nation,  in 
the  State  of  Mississippi,  at  the  time  of  the  treaty  entered  into  and  concluded  between  the  LTnited  States 
and  the  Mingoes,  chiefs,  captains,  and  warriors  of  the  said  nation,  at  Dancing  Rabbit  creek,  on  the  twenty- 
seventh  day  of  September,  in  tlie  year  nf  oiir  Lord  one  thousand  cig-ht  hundred  and  tliirtv.  lias  a  snia"ll 
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family,  ami,  in  the  language  of  the  treaty,  was  at  that  time  a  "Choctaw  bead  of  a  family."  That  he  was, 
while  an  infant,  lei't  a  poor  and  destitute  oiiihan,  and  wa.s  taken  into  the  missionary  family  at  Mahew, 
where  he  and  iiis  wife  (who  is  also  a  Choctaw)  have  received  good  English  educations,  and  where  they 
resided' at  the  time  of  tlie  treaty.  Dukes  is  about  twenty-one  years  of  age;  both  he  and  his  wife  have 
sustained  good  moral  characters,  and  are  calculated  to  make  useful  members  of  society.  lie  has  for  the 
last  three  years  devoted  his  time  and  attention  to  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  his  red  brethren,  by 
acting  in  th(,'  capacity  of  an  interpreter  and  translator  of  the  Choctaw  language  for  the  mission,  which  has 
jn-evented  him  from  accumulating  any  jn'opcrty  for  the  support  of  his  famil}'.  J5y  the  provisions  of  the 
fourteentli  article  of  the  treat}'  before  referred  to,  each  Choctaw  head  of  a  family  is  entitled  to  a  reserva- 
tion of  si.K  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land;  each  unmarried  child  of  the  family  over  ten  j'ears  of  age,  to 
one-half  that  ipianlity ;  and  each  child  under  ten  years  of  age,  to  one  hundred  and  si.xty  acres,  on  condition  of 
their  intending  t<i  become  citizens,  and  residing  on  the  same  for  live  years;  which  reservation  was,  by 
the  stipulations  of  the  treaty,  to  include  their  then  present  improvement,  or  a  portion  of  it.  In  conse- 
quence of  Dukes's  residing  in  the  missionary  family,  he  could  not  be  considered  as  having  any  improvements 
of  his  own,  and  therefore  did  luA  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  fourteenth  article  of  the  treaty.  For 
the  same  reasons  he  did  not  come  within  tlie  purview  and  meaning  of  the  nineteenth  article,  njr  was  his 
case  provided  for  by  any  general  or  special  provisions  contained  in  the  treatj'.  The  petitioners,  therefore, 
pray  Congress  to  grant  unto  the  said  Jose])h  Dukes  a  section  or  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  to 
be  located  on  any  of  the  unappropriated  and  uncultivated  lands  within  the  limits  of  that  section  of  country 
to  which  tlie  Indian  title  was  extinguished  by  the  aforesaid  treaty.  The  committee  are  aware  that  the 
reservations  already  granted  are  so  large  and  numerous  as  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  United 
States,  as  well  as  to  the  State  of  Mississippi  and  her  citizens,  but  cannot  pass  unnoticed  the  high  claims 
of  so  meritorious  an  individual  as  Dukes.  If  the  committee  understood  the  (_ibject  and  policy  of  the  gov- 
ernment in  granting  reservations  to  the  Indians,  the  grants  were  not  considered  in  iiayment  or  part 
]iayinent  for  relinquishing  their  title  to  the  lands,  because  the  payment  was  otherwise  ]ir(jvidcd  for;  but 
tin'  reservations  under  the  fourteenth  article  of  the  treatj'  were  for  the  purpose  of  securing  to  those  who 
were  desirous  to  remain  and  become  citizens  of  the  States  a  home  on  the  land  which  tiiey  inlierited  from 
their  ancestors,  who  had  occupied  the  same  fr(.im  time  iinnieniorial.  The  object  of  the  government  was  not 
to  drive  thciii  forcilily  from  the  place  of  their  nativity  and  compel  them  to  seek  an  asylum  in  the  western 
wilds,  but  only  to  provide  in  that  distant  land  for  those  who  chose  voluntarily  to  go,  and  also  to  guarantee 
a  freehold  interest  in  the  soil  to  those  who  cliose  to  remain  and  become  amenalile  to  our  laws.  The 
question,  therefore,  before  the  committee  is  n(.it  whether  we  shall  give  to  this  humble  individual  a  tract 
of  land  to  induce  him  to  remain  among  us,  but  whether  the  general  government  will  deprive  him  of  a 
home  and  drive  him  from  the  land  of  his  fathers,  merely  because  he  has  devoted  his  time  and  attention  to 
the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  his  countrymen,  instead  of  cultivating  the  soil  for  his  own  benefit  and 
accumulating  property,  when  cither  less  meritorious  individuals  arc  permitted  to  take  reserves,  remain 
among  us,  and  enjoy  all  the  rights,  imniiinities,  and  [trivileges  of  citizens.  The  committee  do  not  hesitate 
to  recommend  the  granting  of  tlie  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  and  therefore  report  a  "  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  Dukes." 


22d    Cokgress.1  No.    991.  [1st  Session. 

IN  RELATION  TO  ISSUING  SCRIP  FOR  UNLOCATED  VIRGINIA  MILITARY  LAND  WARRANTS. 

eOMiaTNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  JANUARY  31,   1832. 

Mr.  Irvis,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  House 
directing  them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  issuing  scrip  for  the  uiilocated  warrants  granted  by 
the  State  of  Virginia  to  her  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  revolutionary  war,  on  State  or  continental 
establishment,  reported: 

That,  during  the  revolutionary  war,  the  State  of  Virginia  furnished  tifteen  regiments  to  the  army  on 
continental  establishment,  and,  during  the  same  period,  kept  up  a  military  force  more  immediately  for  the 
protection  of  the  State,  consisting  of  infantiy,  artillery,  cavalry,  sailors,  and  marines.  The  extent  of  this 
force  the  committee  has  been  unable  to  ascertain,  but  it  is  believed  to  have  been  very  considerable. 

On  October  3,  1779,  an  act  was  passed  by  the  legislature  of  Virginia  ascertaining  the  proportions  or 
quantity  of  land  to  be  granted  at  the  end  of  the  war  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  line  of  tliat  State 
on  State  and  continental  establishment,  and  to  the  oflBcers  and  seamen  of  the  navy  who  should  serve  to 
the  end  of  the  war,  or  in  case  of  soldiers  and  seamen  who  should  enlist  for  and  serve  the  period  of  three 
years. 

On  October  5,  1780,  another  act  was  passed  by  the  legislature  of  that  State  ascertaining  the 
quantity  of  land  to  be  given  to  the  general  officers  on  continental  establishment,  and  increasing  the  land 
bounty  given  by  the  act  of  1779  to  the  officers  on  State  and  continental  cstablisliment  one-third. 

Under  the  provisions  of  these  acts  the  following  land  bounties  were  promised  to  the  officers,  soldiers, 
seamen,  and  marines  of  that  State,  to  wit: 

Acres. 

To  a  major  general 15,000 

To  a  brigadier  general 10,000 

To  a  colonel 6,660§ 

To  a  lieutenant  colonel 6,000 

To  a  major 5,6665 

To  a  captain 4,000 


is;ia. 
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Acres. 

Til  a  subaltern 'iifilKVj 

To  every  non-cuiniiiissiiincil  (iIIicct  wIki  liilistcd  fur  and  served  In  (lie  end  ul"  the  war 400 

To  evcrv  soKlier  and  seaman  under  like  eii'cunistaiiees 200 

To  every  iion-coinniissioned  ullieer  who  enlisted  tor  and  served  three  years -00 

To  every  sohlier  and  seannui  under  like  eireunistanees 100 

To  everv  ollieer  kA'  the  navy  tlK'  same  i|Uantily  of  land  was  allowed  :is  [u  an  ullieer  of  eijual  rank  in 
the  army. 

Other  aets  wen'  passed  by  tlie  leL;-islature  of  that  .State  on  the  subject  of  bounty  lands,  but  the^N'  are 
deemed  unimportant  to  tin'  pn'sent  ini[uiry. 

By  the  act  of  Oetolur  3,  1""','.  a  district  o|' country  lyin,;;'  west  of  the  Alle^'hany  mountains  and  south 
of  Green  river  was  set  apart  to  satisfy  the  military  bounty  hind  warrants  issued  by  the  State  of  ViiL;'inia. 

The  lands  lying'  within  this  district  were  stibjei-t   to  be  located  up  to  tlie (Uiy  of ,  17'.I2,  when 

the  State  of  Kentucky  became  an  independent  State  and  was  admitted  into  tin'  I'nion.  After  that  periiid 
no  further  locations  were  made  within  the  limits  of  that  State,  which  endiriices  the  district  of  country  set 
apart  for  that  pur]iose. 

On  March  1,  17S4,  the  Stale  of  Vir.ginia  ceded  to  the  Inited  States  lln-  lands  of  that  Stale  lyin.L;- 
iiortliwest  of  the  Ohio  ri\er.  In  the  deed  of  cession  it  w'as  provided  that  in  east'  the  ([uantity  ol'  good 
land  on  the  southeast  side  of  the  Ohio,  ii|ion  the  waters  of  tin-  Ouinberland  river  and  between  the  tiii'en 
river  and  Tennessee  river,  which  had  been  reserved  by  law  for  the  Vir.ginia  troops  on  continental  estab- 
lislinient,  should,  from  the  Nortii  (Jarolina  line  bearing  in  further  ui)oii  the  Cnndierland  than  was  expected, 
prove  insuflicient  for  their  le.gal  bounties,  the  deliciency  should  be  made  up  to  tli,>  said  Iroops  in  good 
lands,  to  be  laid  oil"  between  the  rivers  Scioto  and  Little  Miami,  on  the  northwest  side  of  the  Ohio,  in 
such  proportions  as  had  been  cng-a.ged  to  them  by  the  laws  of  Virginia.  In  the  sami'  deed  l.')0,000  acrt's 
were  reserved  for  General  George  Rogers  Clark  and  the  oflicers  and  soldiers  of  his  le.giment  who  marelied 
with  him  when  the  posts  of  Kaskaskias  and  St.  Vincent's  were  reduced,  and  to  the  otJicers  and  soldiers 
wdio  thereafter  incorporated  themselves  into  that  reg-iment.  The  district  reserved,  between  the  Scioto 
and  Little  JL'anii  rivers,  is  estimated  to  contain  about  3,700,000  acres. 

From  a  statement  lierewith  exhibited  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  (ieiu'ral  Land  Office,  and  markeil 
A.  it  appears  that  warrants  have  been  issued  liy  the  State  of  Vir.gania  for  0,04(),147  acres  of  land.  Of 
these  warrants  about  1,^00,000  or  2,000,000  i_if  acres  were  located  in  the  State  of  Kentucky  previous  to 
1792;  3,233,123  have  been  located  in  the  district  reserved  for  that  purpose  in  the  State  of  Ohio;  and 
150,000  acres  of  resolution  warrants  are  supposed  to  have  been  located  in  the  States  of  Kentucky  and 
Ohio,  wdiiclj,  estimating  the  quantity  locateil  in  Kentucky  at  1,900,000  acres,  will  leave  nnlocated  7l)3,02() 
acres  of  warrants  already  issued. 

By  an  act  of  Congress  of  May  30,  1830,  the  Si.'cretary  of  the  Treasury  was  authorized  to  issue  scrip, 
at  the  rate  of  $1  25  per  acre,  for  2GO,000  acres  of  warrants  of  the  State  line,  and  for  50,000  acres  of 
warrants  for  services  rendered  by  the  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  continental  army.  Tlie.se  quantities 
have  been  satisfied  by  scrip,  which  leaves  unprovided  for  warrants  to  the  amount  of  453,000  acres.  To 
satisfy  tliese  warrants  with  scrip  would  require  the  sum  of  $566,000,  which,  so  far  as  the  government  is 
concerned,  is  equal  to  the  payment  of  the  amount  in  money,  with  the  exceptiiui  of  interest  that  might 
accrue  between  the  issuing  of  the  scrip  and  the  time  of  its  return  througli  the  land  offices  to  the  treasury. 
Some  few  instances  nuiy  have  occurred  in  wdiicli  the  holders  of  scrip  have  applied  it  to  the  eiitrj'  of  lands; 
but  the  g-eneral  mode  of  disposing  of  it  has  been  tti  take  it  to  the  land  offices,  and  there,  by  g-iving  a 
small  premium,  exchange  it  with  individuals  for  tlieir  money,  who  come  to  enter  lands. 

In  the  month  of  November  last  there  was  no  return  to  tlie  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
of  the  quantity  of  warrants  issued  in  that  month;  but  in  the  month  of  December  following  warrants  were 
issued  for  39,333  acres.  As  yet  oidy  7,120  warrants  have  been  granted,  embracing  more  than  6,000,000 
of  acres;  but  how  many  more  will  hereafter  be  granted  the  committee  would  not  venture  a  conjecture. 
Under  these  circtunstances  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  liighly  inexpedient  to  issue  scrip 
for  these  unsatisfied  military  claims.  But  as  the  State  of  Virginia,  liy  a  liberal  cession  of  her  lands  to 
the  Lfnited  States,  has  placed  it  out  other  ]iower  to  redeem  her  promises  inade  to  her  otlicers  and  soldiers 
for  services  rendered,  not  for  the  benefit  of  that  State  ahuie,  but  for  the  Union,  the  conunittee  are  of  opinion 
that  it  is  nothing  more  than  justice  to  permit  these  warrants  to  be  located  on  a  part  of  tin'  jiublic  lands; 
and  for  that  purpose  hcrew'ith  report  a  bill. 


(jEXERAL  Land  Office,  January  25,  1832. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  rei|uest  of  the  23d  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  number 
of  warrants  issued  by  the  State  of  Virginia  for  services  rendered  in  the  Virginia  line  on  continental 
establishment,  and  in  the  State  line  and  navy;  also  warrants  issued  in  conformity  to  resolutions  of  the 
general  assembly  of  that  State,  amounted  to  7,120  on  the  1st  instant.  The  nund.>er  issued  up  to  the  30th 
October  last  amounted  to  6,998,  containing  a  quantity  of  6,046,147  acres. 

The  quantity  which  has  been  granted  to  tlie  officers  and  soldiers  of  each  line,  as  well  as  by  resolu- 
tions, is  g'iven  in  the  statement,  marked  A,  herewith. 

The  copy  of  the  statement  marked  B  contains   tlie  quantity,  situation,  and  value  of  the  nnlocated 
lands  in  the  Virginia  military  reservation  received  from  the  surveyor,  but  tlie  estimate  of  the  value  I  con- 
ceive to  be  entirely  too  low,  and  am  of  opinion  that  the  land  is  worth  on  an  average  fifty  cents  per  acre. 
I  am,  very  respectfullv,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

ELIJAH  IIAYWARD. 

lion.  Wm.  AV.  Irvin,  House  of  Rcpi-egcntativcg. 
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A. 

Slaliiiunil  showing  the  quantilij  of  land  rjranled  by  the  Stale  of  Virc/inia  for  military  services  rendered  in  the 
continental  line,  State  line,  and  navi/;  also  the  quantity  in  ivarrants  issued  in  conformity  to  resolidions  of 
the  general  assembly;  the  quantity  located  in  Kentucky;  the  quo.ntity  located  and  patented,  and  the  quantity 
located  and  not  patented  in  Ohio;  the  quantity  of  land  appropriated  for  eacli  line  by  the  act  of  May  30, 
l!530,  and  the  amount  remaining  unsatisfied  up  to  October  30,  1831. 


Quantity  in  warrants 
issued  up  to  Octo- 
ber 30,  1831. 

'r'  .:£ 

a 

Quantity  located  and 
patented  in  Ohio. 

Quantity   located   in 
Ohio  not  patented, 
estimated. 

Quantity    appropria- 
ted   by  the  act  of 
.     May  30,  1S30. 

to 

.9 
"a 
'5  -^ 

2  s 

:i 

a 

Eemarks. 

800,000 

3,183,123 

50,000 

Continental  line. 

4,209,628 

50,000 

126,505 

During-  the  iiuiiitli  of  Deceni- 
ber  last  warrants;  amount- 
ing to  9,333  acres,  were  i.s- 
sucil  at  Piicliniond,  and  no 
return  having  liecn  received 
for  November,  I  am  unable 
to  state  tiic  quantity  grant- 
ed for  that  niontli. 

C'stiiriatoil  IVoiii 
1,000,000 

to 
1,200,000 

State  line  and  nary. 

1  650  000 

260,000 

During  tiic  inontli  of  Dccciu- 

bcr  last  tlie  quantity  in  war- 
rants issued  amounted  to 
nearly  20,000  acres,  and  no 
return  for  the  previous 
month. 

Resolution  warrants. 

186,519 

This  is  the  whole  amount  of 

- 

warrants  of  this  description 
issued  up  to  1st  of  Febru- 
ary, 1822,  the  quantity  of 
which  patented  in  Ohio  or  in 
Kentucky'  cannot  be  given, 
but  may  fairly  be  estimated 
to  150,500  acres. 

Statement  showing  the  quantity,  situalian,  and  probable  value  of  tlie   vacant  lands  in  the    Virginia  military 

di'itrict  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 


Acres  of  va- 

County. 

Face  of  the  country. 

Water  courses. 

Probable 

Aftsregate 

cant  land. 

value. 

value. 

Per  acre. 

151,000 

Scioto 

Broken   and  moun- 
tainous. 

Waters  of  the  Scioto  and  Ohio  rivers, 
and  of  Scioto  Brush  creek . 

3cts. 

$4,530   00 

69,000 

Pike 

Broken  and   moun- 
tainous. 

Waters  of  the  Scioto,  Sunfish,  and 
Ohio  Brush  creek. 

4  " 

2,760  00 

60,000 

Adams 

Hilly  and  broken..  . 

Waters  of  the  Ohio  river  and  Ohio 
Brush  creek . 

5  " 

3,000  00 

15,000 

Ross 

do 

Waters  of  the  Scioto  river,  Indian, 
Crooked,  and  Paint  creeks. 

5  " 

750  00 

9,600 

Brown 

Level  and  wet 

Waters  of  the  cast  fork  of  the  Little 
Miami  and  White  Oak. 

10  " 

960  00 

1,000 

Highland.... 

Level  and  part  bro- 
ken. 

Waters  of  the  same,  and  Brush  and 
Paint  creeks. 

7  " 

490  00 

1832.J 
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Acres  of  va- 
cant land. 

County. 

Face 

of  tlif  country. 

Water  conrscs. 

Probable 
value. 

AK^LCrcfjate 
value. 

4,000 

I, -2  00 

200 

IFanliii 

Cliiitiiii 

Level 

ami  wi'l  ...... 

.1.) 

,1,,           

WatiTs  111"  tlic  Seiiilii  ami  Hi^-  Miami 

rivers. 
Watca-s  (iftlie  easi  li.rl;  of  (li.'  Little 

Miami. 
Water.s  111'   Itll.sli  creek 

Per  acre. 
--'Oets. 

20    " 

2.'i    " 

SSdO   (10 

210    00 

."lO   00 

317,000 

13,5«0  00 

('nii.icoTiii:,  Xoremher  30,  1831. 


.\LLKN    L.V'l'lLVM,  Surrn/nr  of  the  ]'iiyiiiia  .iniilan/  DiMriet. 


(JEXER.\L  L.wn  Ofj-ice,  Dceemhcr  27,  1S31. 
Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  verbal  request  on  Saturday  last,  I  have  euileavoreil  tn  rnrin  an  estimate.  IVoni 
the  best  sources  of  inlbrmatinn  within  reach,  of  the  (juantitv'  of  the  un.satislied  outstandiui;'  warrants,  and 
of  warrants  to  be  issued  by  Virg-inia  for  services  in  the  continental  and  State  lines  during-  the  ri'\iilu- 
tionary  war,  but  have  to  remark  that  .such  estimate  nni.st,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  be  imperleet,  from 
the  fact  that  wc  do  not  know,  with  certainty,  the  aimiunt  of  warrants  located  in  Kentucky  for  State-line 
services.     The  result  of  the  estimate  is  as  follows: 

Acres. 

For  the  continental  line 220,000 

For  the  State  line 2.')0.000 

For  resolution  warrants (iO,000 

Aggregate ri30,000 

With  sentiments  of  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JXO.  M.  MOORE,  (Mef  Clerk. 

Hon.    C.    A.    Wir-KT.IFFE. 


W-\sniN'GTiix  <_'iTy,  Januari/  28,  1832. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  Uith  instant,  asking  a  state- 
ment of  the  number  of  the  battalions  or  regiments  furnished  by  the  Conuiion wealth  of  Virginia  on  cunti- 
nental  and  State  establishment,  and  of  the  persons  in  her  naval  service  during  the  war  of  the  revi.ilutinii, 
for  the  information  of  tlie  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

1  regret  that  there  are  no  documents  existing'  in  the  public  offices  of  the  I'nited  States  nr  Virg'inia 
which  enable  me  to  furnish  the  inforniation  desired.  The  State  raised  and  placed  on  continental  establish- 
ment, in  pursuance  of  the  requisitions  of  the  continental  Congress,  fifteen  regiments.  Uf  these,  nine, 
which  were  first  raised,  consisted  of  ten  companies  each,  of  sixty-eight  men  rank  and  file.  It  is  believed 
that  they  were  filled,  though  there  is  no  doubt  that  many  of  the  officers  and  men  left  the  service  before  the 
passage  of  the  first  of  the  acts  by  which  Virginia  promised  land  bounties  to  those  engag'ing'  in  her  military' 
service.     Of  what  number  the  other  sis  regiments  consisted  I  have  been  unable  to  ascertain. 

For  the  number  of  the  corps  on  State  establishment,  I  respectfully  refer  the  ciuumittee  to  the  memorial 
of  Thomas  \V.  CTilmer,  esq.,  commissioner  on  behalf  of  Virginia,  jiresented  to  the  House  of  Kejiresentatives 
on  the  19th  December  ultimo. 

Besides  these,  there  were  raised  the  celebrated  legion  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee,  and 
two  southern  expedition  regiments,  which  were  with  the  continental  forces  in  the  southern  campaigns  ; 
but  it  is  impossible  to  form  more  than  a  conjectural  estimate  of  those  officers  and  soldiers  who  were 
entitled  to  a  fulfilment  of  the  solemn  engagements  of  the  State  entered  into  at  a  time  of  great  public 
emergency.  I  regret  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  more  efficient  aid  to  the  committee  in  the  prose- 
cution of  this  inquiry,  which,  it  appears  to  me,  does  not  affect  the  rights  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  or  the 
obligations  of  the  g'overnment. 

I  find  that  the  executive  of  Virginia  have  issued  seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty  military' 
bounty  land  warrants,  granting  about  six  millions  of  acres  of  land.  Of  these,  many  claims  have  been 
divided,  so  that  the  number  of  warrants  does  not  show  preciselj-  the  number  of  persons  whose  just  demand 
on  their  countr}-  have  been  satisfied.  From  the'  high  aveiage,  however,  I  think  we  are  justified  in  arriving 
at  the  conclusion  that  the  unsatisfied  claims  are  principally  those  of  cummon  soldiers.  The  difficulties 
which  now  attend  the  successfid  prosecution  of  these  claims,  and  which  are  daily  increasing,  leave  no 
doubt  that  few  more  can  be  established,  according  to  the  requisitions  of  law,  which  are,  and  have  ever 
been,  faithfullj-  observed  bj'  the  executive  of  Virginia, 

I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  respectf\illy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  li.  MASON 

Hon.  \V.M.  \V.  Irvi.n. 


368  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  993. 


22d  Coxgress.]  No.  992.  [1st  Session. 

ON    C  L  A  I  -M    T  0    A    JI I  L  I  T  A  R  Y    B  0  U  X  T  Y    L  A  N  D    WARRANT. 

CdMJU'.N'ICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    KEPRESE.N'TATIVES    FEERU.VRY    1,    1832. 

Mr.  Carr,  frcJin  llic  ODinnn'ttoo  on   Pi-ivato  Land  ClLiirn.s,  to  whiiiii  was  referred  the  petition  of  Amos  W. 

Brdwn.  rejiorted: 

That  th(>  petitioner  istates  he  is  a  natural-born  citizen  of  the  United  States;  tliat  about  four  3X'ars 
before  the  declaration  of  the  late  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  he  removed  to  the 
provinc(i  of  Upi)er  Canada,  and  from  and  after  the  declaration  of  war  he  returned  from  Canada  to  the 
United  States,  and  voluntarily  joined  the  army,  and  in  April,  1813,  received  a  lieutenant's  connnission,  under 
Colcjnel  Daniel  Dana,  in  the  31st  regiment,  and  that  he  served  as  such  lieutenant  in  said  regiment,  serving- 
part  of  the  time  as  adjutant  of  said  regiment  until  the  close  of  the  war,  iu  virtue  of  which  service  he 
claims  the  benefit  of  tiio  act  of  Congress  of  Marcli  5,  1816,  entitled  "An  act  granting-  bountit's  in  land  and 
extra  pay  to  certain  Canadian  volunteers,"  whicii  act  was  amended  by  an  act  of  March,  1817,  both  of 
which  said  acts  expired  by  limitation  on  the  3d  of  March,  1818.  The  petitioner  further  showcth  that  iu 
July,  1815,  after  the  close  of  tiie  war,  and  before  the  passage  of  the  lirst  aforesaid  act,  he  returiK.'d  to  his 
former  residence  in  Canada,  where  he  remained  until  the  year  1819,  and  until  after  tlie  expiration  of  said 
acts,  when  he  returned  to  the  town  of  Pottsdam,  in  the  county  of  St.  Lawrence  and  State  of  New  York, 
wiiere  he  has  ever  since  resided;  that  in  consequence  of  which  absence  in  Canada  he  did  not  avail  himself 
of  the  benetits  of  said  acts.  The  averments,  as  set  forth  by  said  petitioner,  are  clearly  proven  by  Colonel 
Daniel  Dana,  to  whose  regiment  he  belonged,  as  also  bj'  tlie  affidavit  of  Henry  H.  Brown. 

S.  Cooper,  assistant  adjutant  general,  states  tiiat  the  records  show  tliat  Amos  W.  Brown  was 
appointed  second  lieutenant  in  the  31st  regiment  (jI'  infantry  on  the  30th  of  April,  1813,  and  promoted  to 
first  lieutenant  lltii  of  January,  the  year  1814,  and  dislianded  in  Jane,  1815. 

William  Gordon,  an  olKcer  in  the  Bounty  Land  Office,  \Yar  Department,  states  that  the  records  in 
said  office  do  not  show  that  land  bounty  was  ever  granted  to  the  said  Amos  W.  Brown.  The  committee 
tlierefore  report  a  bill  granting  the  said  Amos  W.  Brown  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land. 


22d  Congress.]  No    993.  [1st  Session. 

IN    RELATION    TO    PROVISION    FOR    THE   MORE    SPEEDY   ISSUING   OF   PATENTS    AFTER 

SALES  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

COHMl'NICATEn    TO    THF,    SKNATF.    T)Y    TUF,    rRAIRMAN    OF    THE    COMMITTEE    OX    rrBI.IC    I.AXDS    FEBRUARY    2,    1832. 

General  Land  Office,  January  23,  1832. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  my  own  feeble  health,  and  the  sickness  of  several  of  my  clerks,  and  previous 
calls  of  committees  of  Congress  on  this  office  for  information  and  reports,  I  have  been  unable  sooner  to 
reply  to  your  favor  of  the  12th  instant,  enclosing-  a  i-esolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  9th,  on  tlie  subject  of 
revising  the  act  of  the  25th  of  April,  1812,  so  as  to  provide  for  tiie  more  speedy  issuing  of  patents  for 
lands  sold. 

Two  propositi(.ins  are  presented  for  consideration  by  your  letter  and  the  resolution:  _/tr.s^,  the  best 
mode  by  which  ]iatents  for  lands  can  be  issued  without  requiring  the  signature  of  the  President;  and, 
second,  what  further  legislation  is  necessary  to  provide  for  the  more  speedy  issuing  of  patents  after  the 
sales  of  the  i^ublic  lands. 

In  answer  to  the  first  proposition,  I  have  the  honor  to  connnnnieate  herewith  a  copy  of  a  correspond- 
ence on  that  subject  between  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Hunt,  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  iu  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  tins  office,  marked  A,  B,  C,  to  which,  on  mature  reflection,  I  have  nothing  to  add. 

The  second  proposition,  of  equal  importance  to  the  public  service,  has  been  occasioned  by  the  mag- 
nitude of  arrears  of  business  in  this  office,  which  had  for  a  long-  time  been  accumulating  before  it  became 
my  duty  to  administer  its  concerns,  and  the  great  increase  of  sales  of  the  national  domain  during  the  last 
two  years,  creating  embarrassments  and  impediments  to  the  discharge  of  its  current  duties  which  the 
diminished  force  of  this  office  was  incompetent  and  unable  to  surmount.  To  me,  personally,  it  is  a  source 
of  constant  and  poignant  regret  that  I  am  not  furnished  the  means  of  discharging  my  official  duties  with 
that  promptness  which  the  public  service  requires  and  the  interest  and  convenience  of  individuals 
imperiously  demand.  Whatever  may  be  the  pleasures  of  official  station  to  others,  to  me  its  highest 
qualification  consists  in  a  prompt,  vigilant,  active,  and  faitliful  discharge  of  dutj',  with  fidelity  "to  the 
government,  and  with  the  approbation  and  satisfaction  of  parties  interested.  This  it  has  been  physically 
impossible  for  me  to  accomplish  witli  all  the  personal  industry  and  exertion  in  my  power  and  that  of  the 
clerks  with  which  I  have  been  provided  during  my  administration  of  the  aft'airs  of  the  General  Land 
Office.  These  matters  have  been  truly  exposed  in  the  two  annual  reports  of  the  operations  of  this  office 
whicli  it  has  been  my  duty  to  make  to  the  government.  To  remedy  these  evils,  and  to  secure  to  indi- 
viduals their  just  claims  upon  the  government,  which  have  been  delayed  from  the  causes  above  ujentioned, 
I  would  respectfully  propose  the  passage  of  the  enclosed  jit'oject  of  a  bill,  marked  D,  which,  in  my 
opinion,  would  accnmiilish  every  object  contemplated  in  the  second  projiosition  which  you  have  been 
pleased  to  submit  to  my  e(.insidcration. 

In  the  bill  submitted  providing  fur  clerks  in  this  office  it  will  be  seen  that  one  clerk  is  contem})lated 
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at  ^1,700  IKT  aiiMiini.  This  is  iiilfiulcil  Inr  the  i-Jiii'f  v/cr/r,  ami  llic  (■(iiii|i('iisatioii  iiaincil  is  lliat  wliirli  lias 
been  lK'n't.:f'iirc  allnwcd  I'm-  thai  siUiatimi.  1  wuulil  i-cs|irrtriilly  iccniiiiiicliil  that  it  lif  iiirirascil  |,,  iwu 
thuusaiiil  dollars,  to  be  in  proijurtion  t<i  iilhers  wlinse  duties  arc  iiiui-li  less  and  whose  lalmr  is  nm  lialf  as 
"'Teat  as  that  recjilired  ol'  the  same  situatiim  in  the  \jiu\d  ( Mliee,  My  eliiel'  eh  i  k.  in  addition  In  nlher 
(iiialitications,  must  have  a  jjartieular  knowled^x'  of  the  laws  and  parts  nl'  laws  lia\-inf;-  any  relatinn  1u  m- 
eiinneetion  with  the  land  system  tif  tiie  United  States,  inelmiini;'  in-ivati."  land  tdainis  nf  every  deseripliiiii, 
the  varii'tv  id' military  bounty  lands,  all  reservatinns  I'untained  in  Indian  treaties,  and  donatinns  to  States, 
eiirporatii.ms,  and  individuals,  and  the  manner  anil  I'urni  in  \vhieh  these  laws  are  executed,  lie  is  also 
reiiuired  to  possess  a  knciwled,t;'e  of  all  the  details  of  ofliee  duty,  throu,i;-h  all  the  ramilieatinns  nC  its 
multiplied  concerns,  and,  under  the*C'omnnssiuner,  has  a  g'eneral  superintendence  over  all  thc>  clerks  in 
the  department,  and  the  books  and  files  of  pa[iei'.s  ■which  constitute  its  archives.  In  additimi  tn  which, 
amoni;' other  duties,  he  is  charyed  with  the  immense  miscellaneous  correspondence  of  the  ol'lice,  fre(]uently 
requiring  a  very  laborious  examination  of  the  laws,  circulars  of  instructions,  ]irevious  decisions  ol'  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  same  subject,  and  tin.'  iides  and  |u-inciples  settled  by  the  Suiircme  Court 
of  the  United  States.  To  accomplish  this  arduous  duty  the  time  allotted  for  olFici'  busiiu'ss  is  not 
sufiicient,  and  he  is  often  compelled  to  devote  his  niornin.ij,'s  and  evenings,  before^  and  after  ollice  hours, 
to  the  public  service,  without  any  additional  compensation  therefor.  For  tliese  reasons  and  many  others 
which  I  could  enumerate,  I  am  well  convinced  that  the  talents,  labor,  and  industry  necessary  to  the 
discharge  of  these  duties  are  greater  than  are  recpiired  of  any  othia'  chief  clerk  under  tiie  exi'ciilive 
department  of  the  government,  anil  I  know  of  no  good  reason  why  he  should  not  receive  eipial  c'ompen- 
sation.  I  have  great  pleastu'c  in  stating  that  the  present  chii'f  clerk  in  this  otlice  merits  my  entire 
approbation,  and  the  suggestion  herein  made  to  increase  his  salary  is  not  only  without  his  reiiuest  and 
solicitation,  but  without  his  knowdedge,  and  is  considered  an  act  of  justice  on  the  part  of  the  govi.'rnment 
to  a  faithful,  laborious,  and  meritorious  public  servant. 

1  proiiose  to  have  one  clerk  at  lifteen  hundred  dollars  ])er  annum,  who,  it  is  di'signed,  shall  have 
charg-e  of  all  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  office,  a  general  superintendence  of  the  jiosting  and  records  of 
entries  of  lands  sold  at  the  several  land  offices,  the  preparation  of  the  tract  books,  and  to  be  charged 
with  all  the  correspondence  with  the  registers  and  receivers  in  relation  to  their  duties  connected  with  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  their  monthly  and  rpiarterlj'  returns  therefor.  As  the  accounts  of  all  the 
land  officers,  and  of  the  jmblic  surveys,  are  audited  by  the  Commissioner,  and  transmitted  directly  to  the 
First  Comptridler  of  the  Treasury,  without  being  submitted  to  the  exannnation  of  any  other  bureau,  this 
clerk  will  be  required  to  possess  all  the  qualifications  of  the  First  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  Department  ; 
and  in  addition  thereto  an  intimate  and  familiar  acquaintance  with  all  the  laud  laws  of  the  United  States 
for  the  sale  and  disposition  of  the  public  domain,  and  with  all  the  details  of  business  connected  therewith. 
A  person  thus  competent  cannot  be  procured  for  a  less  sum  than  the  one  sug.gested.  This  office  and 
individuals  interested  in  its  operations  have  greatly  suffered  for  the  want  of  such  an  officer. 

The  bill  contemplates  seven  clerks  at  $1,400  each;  one  of  which  it  is  intended  shall  act  as  an  assist- 
ant of  the  chief  clerk;  one  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  bureau  of  military  bounty  lands,  including  the 
issuing  of  scrip  therefor;  one  at  the  head  of  private  land  claims;  one  to  have  charge  of  the  accounts  of 
the  several  receivers  of  public  moneys,  to  test  their  accuracy  and  detect  all  errors  therein;  one  to  be 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  posting  accounts  of  lands  sold,  by  whom  the  accuracy  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
registers  are  to  be  tested,  their  errors  detected,  and  the  mode  by  which  such  errors,  under  the  laws  of 
Congress,  are  to  be  corrected,  to  be  stated  for  the  examination  and  consideration  of  the  Commissioner; 
cue  to  superintend  the  issuing  of  exemplification  of  records,  and  the  copy  of  title  pajjers  on  which  patents 
are  founded,  to  supply  the  loss  or  destruction  of  the  ori.ginals,  and  in  cases  where  the  original  documents 
are  not  permitted  to  be  taken  i'rom  the  files  of  the  office,  and  copies  are  necessary  to  lie  used  in  the 
administration  of  justice;  (this  has  now  become  a  very  heavy  business  for  the  office,  as  dail_y  requisitions 
are  made  for  such  authenticated  documents,  in  addition  to  those  required  in  the  administration  of  justice 
and  in  the  settlement  of  intestate  estates,  by  persons  interested,  and  to  wdiom  they  are  indispensal)le  for 
the  security  of  private  rights;)  and  one  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  tlic  board  of  examiners,  whose  duty 
it  is  to  compare  the  title  papers  with  the  patents,  and  the  record  of  the  patents,  before  the  signature  of  t\w. 
President  is  requested,  or  the  seal  of  the  office,  or  signature  of  the  Commissioner,  is  permitted  to  be 
affixed. 

Twelve  clerks  at  $1,150  are  proposed:  one  of  these  will  be  required  all  the  time  with  the  chief  clerk, 
three  in  the  bureau  of  bounty  lands,  one  in  the  bureau  of  private  land  claims,  two  to  prepare  the  indexes 
of  lands  sold  and  of  the  patents  therefor,  and  five  in  posting  the  entrii'S  of  lauds  sold,  and  in  statin."-  and 
adjusting  the  accounts  of  the  receivers  therefor. 

Of  the  ten  clerks  at  $1,000,  two  will  lie  employed  as  examiners;  two  for  miscellaneous  services  in 
the  office  of  copying-  and  recordin.g-,  which  rh.i  not  come  under  any  of  the  heads  above  mentioned,  but 
which  are  of  daily  requisition,  and  very  imiicirtant  to  the  public  ser\-ice;  and  six  to  be  employed  in 
writing  and  reci.irdin.n'  patents. 

I  have  recommended,  as  will  appear  from  the  proposed  bill,  the  employment  of  one  draughtsman  at 
$1,500  per  annum,  and  two  assistant  draughtsmen  at  $1,150  each  per  annum.  Heretofore  the  office 
has  had  one  draughtsman  at  $1,150,  and  one  assistant,  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  at  $1,000.  It  is 
my  duty  to  state  to  you  that  this  branch  of  the  public  service  is  now  greatly  in  arrears,  and  that  I  have 
no  person  who  is  competent  to  superintend  and  take  charge  of  its  duties.  The  talents  and  acquirements 
necessary  for  this  service  cannot  be  procured  for  the  compensation  allowed  by  law.  I  have  tendered  the 
situation  to  several  whom  I  believed  to  be  competent,  who  have  declined  its  acceptance  on  the  ground 
that  the  pay  was  inadcfiuate.  But  I  can  procure  a  gentleman  every  way  qualified  for  $1,500  per  year. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  deem  it  indispensably  necessary  for  Congress  to  make  the  provision 
proposed,  to  secure  to  the  government  and  to  the  rights  of  individuals  the  prompt  and  correct  discharge 
of  this  part  of  public  duty. 

The  messenger  and  two  assistant  messengers  named  in  the  bill  are  already  employed  in  the  office, 
thou.gh  one  of  the  assistants  is  paid  out  of  its  contin.a'cnt  fund. 

I  have  also  jiroposed  a  special  appropriation  of  $5,000  to  assist  in  brin.2;ing  up  the  arrears  of  the 
office,  and  in  writing  patents  out  of  the  office.  AVithout  this  appropriation  the  injury  which  must  inevi- 
tablj'  result  to  individuals  and  to  the  public  service  will  become  a  subject  of  reproach  throughout  the 
valley  of  the  Mississippi,  and  of  futiu-c  vexation  and  embarrassment  to  all  subsequent  operations  of  this 
office.  And  it  should  bo  remembered  in  the  consideration  of  this  subject  that,  on  the  first  of  this  month, 
one  item  of  the  arrears  of  this  office  consisted  of  thirty-Jive  tliousand  patents  for  lands  sold,  and  that, 
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without  this  apprripriation,  it  will   be  augmented  to  more  than  sLrly  Ihou^and  by  the  fir.st  day  of  Jan\iary 
nest. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  duties  of  the  clerks  in  the  General  Land  Office,  with  few  excep- 
tions, arc  of  a  peculiar  character,  demanding  a  high  degree  of  talent  and  a  greater  labor  of  investigation 
than  are  necessary  for  the  other  executive  departments  of  the  government.  Comparatively,  there  is  very 
little  that  is  merely  mechanical,  except  the  writing  and  recording  of  patents  for  lands  sold;  and  when  it 
is  considered  that  the  land  titles  of  nearly  three  millions  of  people  depend  upon  the  accuracy  with  which 
the  business  of  this  ofQce  is  conducted,  the  importance  of  the  subject  will  be  forcibly  presented  to  every 
imjiartial  mind,  and  to  the  justice  and  decision  of  Congress.  _ 

There  are  now  forty-four  land  offices,  with  a  register  and  recei\'r  for  each,  and  six  surveyors  general, 
whose  operations  are  all  to  bo  examined,  and  the  accuracy  of  whose  proceedings  are  to  be  tested  and 
ascertained  by  the  General  Land  Office  before  the  government  can  definitively  act  thereon.  To  accom- 
plish all  this,  with  the  other  duties,  and  to  protect  the  government  from  frauds,  and  from  the  negligence, 
heedlessness,  and  errors  of  its  numerous  subordinate  agents,  is  an  immense  labor  of  the  highest  importance 
and  greatest  responsibility. 

With  this  view  of  the  subject,  and  impressed  with  the  reflection  that  this  department  of  the  govern- 
ment is  now  paying  into  thq.treasury  three  viillions  of  dollars  per  annum,  I  respectfully  submit  this  com- 
munication to  your  particular  examination,  and  candid  and  impartial  consideration. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  vour  obedient  servant, 

ELIJAH  HAYWARU. 

lion.  Wii.i.iAM  R.  Kixc,  United  States  Senate. 


22d  Congress.  )       ■  No.   994.  flsT  Session. 

ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

CO.MMUXICATF.n    TO    THE    HOUSE    OP    REPRESENTATIVES    FEBRUARY    2,    1832. 

Mr.  BuLi.ARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Luther  L. 

Smith,  reported  : 

That  the  petitioner  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  containing  two  hundred  and  seventy-nine  arpents 
of  land,  situate  in  the  parish  of  West  Feliciana,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  by  virtue  of  a  grant  executed, 
originally,  in  favor  of  Vicente  Sebastian  Pintado  by  Morales,  the  intendant  general  of  West  Florida,  and 
bearing  date  of  May  22,  1810.  The  territory  in  which  the  land  was  situated  had  been  previously  ceded 
to  the  United  States  as  a  part  of  Louisiana,  as  has  been  uniformly  contended  by  the  American  govern- 
ment, and  consequently  the  grant  lias  no  intrinsic  validity;  but  according  to  the  several  acts  of  Congress 
relative  to  land  titles  in  that  part  of  the  country,  the  claimant  would  have  been  entitled  to  a  confirmation 
of  his  title,  with  proof  of  cultivation,  on  or  before  April  15,  1813.  There  is  no  such  evidence  before  the 
committee;  but  it  appears  that  the  petitioner  purchased  in  good  faith,  has  been  in  possession  since  about 
the  year  1818,  and  has  made  very  valuable  improvements;  that  he  is  still  in  possession;  and  that  his  claim 
was  pending  before  Congress  when  the  pre-emption  law  of  May  29,  1830,  was  passed.  Under  these 
circumstances,  the  committee  are  disposed  to  allow  the  petitioner  to  purchase  the  land  of  the  United 
States  at  the  minimum  price  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  and  report  a  bill  to  that  effect. 
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0  N    C  L  A  I  M    T  0    L  A  N  D    I  N    ILLINOIS. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  FEBRUARY  6,  1832. 

Mr.  BuLLAKD,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  heirs 
of  D.  D.  Robert,  which  has  been  regularly  presented  at  every  session  since  1811,  reported: 

The  petitioners  claim  various  tracts  of  land  near  Kaskaskias,  in  Illinois.  The  same  tracts  of  land 
were  claimed  by  them  before  the  commissioners  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  26,  180-1,  for  the 
adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  district  of  Kaskaskia,  and  rejected  for  want  of  proof  of  actual  improve- 
ment and  cultivation  before  March  3,  1191.  The  original  claim  was  in  the  name  of  various  persons;  and 
no  evidence  of  any  grant  is  offered  to  the  committee,  except  for  one  in  the  name  of  Henry  Brawney.  On 
September  17,  1783,  Brawney  presents  a  petition  to  the  commandant,  at  that  time  acting  under  the 
authority  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  praying  for  a  grant  of  land.  The  commandant  answers  "that,  not 
knowing  the  intentions  of  the  State  concerning  the  concession  of  lands,  yet  willing,  as  much  as  depends 
on  him,  to  facilitate  all  the  good  citizens  of  the  country,  and  willing  to  follow  the  traces  of  his  prede- 
cessors, he  accords  to  the  petitioner  the  three  arpents  of  land  solicited."  He  annexes  the  condition  that 
the  petitioner  shall  conform  to  any  law  to  be  afterwards  enacted  by  the  State,  and  that  he  shall,  within  a 
year  and  a  day,  improve  or  work:  on  the  same  land;  on  failure  whereof  the  land  shall  revert  to  the  State. 
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The  authority  nf  th(!  coinmamlant  is  sliowii  in  (liat  cliaracter;  btit  flio  letter  nf  I'aliiik  Uenrv,  at  tliat, 
time  governor  of  Virginia,  does  not  confer  the  antliority  to  grant  lands. 

The  excuse  for  not  having  nuide  a  settlement  liel'ore  IT'.il  is  the  continued  hnsliiity  of  tije  Iniiians. 
But  they  show  no  eil'ort  to  settle  and  cultivate  the  lands.  If,  after  the  cessation  of  Indian  hostilities,  tlie 
claimants  had  gone  into  possession,  they  would  have  jiresented  themselves  with  some  show  of  equity. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  idaimants  show  no  right  to  the  land  whatever,  either  in  law 
er  eijuity,  and  recommend  that  the  claim  he  rejecteil. 


22d  CoxGRESs.]  No.    996.  [1st  Session. 

0  X    ('  L  .\  1  -M    T  ()    LAM)    IX     L  O  T  1  S  1  A  X  .\ 

rOM.\lrNIC.\TFP    TO    THE    noI'^E    OK    RErr.E.SEXT.\TIVE,^    EEniiCXRV    li,     18152. 

Mr.  Bi'i.L.\RP,  tVom  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  wlmm  was  referred  the  petition  of  (Jarriipies 

I'Taujac,  reiiorteil: 

That  the  petitioner  had  a  valid  Spani.sh  grant  for  three  thousand  two  hundred  arpents  of  land  on  the 
Bayou  Grosse  Tete,  in  Louisiana,  which  was  eontirnied  by  act  of  Congress;  that  the  land  was  sold  by 
authority  of  the  United  States;  instead  of  prosecuting  suits  against  the  purchasers,  the  petitioner  applied 
to  Congress  for  relief.  On  May  20,  1826,  an  act  of  Congress  passed,  and  was  approved,  authorizing  the 
petitioner  to  locate  the  same  quantity  of  land  on  any  unappropriated  lands  in  the  southwestern  district 
of  Louisiana  in  one  bod^',  so  far  as  should  be  practicable.  Li  pursuance  of  this  act  of  Congress,  the 
survej'ing  department  proceeded  to  locate  the  claim,  and  it  has  been  done  in  a  manner  of  which  the  peti- 
tioner now  complains.  In  consequence  of  the  great  nundier  of  private  claims  in  that  section  of  the 
country,  which  are  scattered  over  the  whole  face  of  the  country,  it  was  found  impossible  to  locate  the 
tract  in  question  literalh'  in  one  body,  and  render  anything  like  justice  to  the  claimant.  The  officer 
charged  with  the  survey  thought  himself  bound,  as  far  as  possible,  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  act 
of  Congress,  and  has,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  done  injustice  to  the  claimant.  The  committee 
have  seen  a  copy  of  the  survey,  and  think  that  the  land  is  run  out  in  such  a  way  as  to  be  in  a  manner 
useless  to  the  party  claiming.  The  intention  of  Congress  undoubtedly  was  to  make  the  claimant  an 
adequate  compensation  for  the  land  which  was  sold  while  it  was  his  acknowledged  property.  Tin's  does 
not  seem  to  have  been  accomplished,  and  the  committee  report  a  bill  for  his  relief. 


22d  Con-gress.]  No.  997.  [1st  Session. 

0  X    C  L  A  I  M    T  0    T  H  E    C  0  X  E  1  11  M  .V  T  I  0  X    0  1'    A    L  A  X  0    T  I  T  L  E    1  X    E  L  0  R  T  D  A  . 

communicated  to  the  HOISE  OF  F.EPRESENT.\TIVES  FEBRU.\RY   G,    1832. 

Mr.  Marsiuli.,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whoiri  was  referred  the  petition  of  Thomas 

Rej'Dolds,  reported: 

That  the  petitioner  prays  for  a  donation  of  640  acres  of  land,  situated  at  Point  Hazard,  on  Bell's  river, 
now  in  the  county  of  Nassau,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida.  He  alleges  that  there  was  a  Spanish  grant  for 
the  land  to  Spicer  Christopher,  deceased,  which,  however,  is  not  produced,  nor  its  loss  proved  or  accounted 
for.  That  Spicer  Christopher  devised  the  same  land  to  his  son,  William  G.  Cliristopher,  who  inhal.iited 
and  cultivated  it  fiir  some  years,  and  died  in  1815,  leaving  his  family  upon  the  land.  Tliat  in  1817  the 
petitioner  intermarried  with  Eliza  Christoiiher,  the  widow  of  William  G.,  the  resident  on  the  same  tract, 
and  removed  to  it  himself,  and  continued  to  occupy  it  until  1826,  since  which  time  it  has  been  in  the 
possession  of  his  tenants.  He  claims  the  donation  on  the  ground  that  he  was  in  the  actual  possession  and 
cultivation  of  the  land  on  the  22d  daj'  of  February,  1819,  being  then  the  head  of  a  family,  and  upwards  of 
21  years  of  age.  All  these  facts  arc  sufficiently  sustained  by  proof,  except  the  existence  of  a  Spanish 
grant  for  the  land;  with  regard  to  which,  one  witness  states  that  he  paid  for  several  ro_yal  grants  of  land 
given  by  Spicer  Christopher  to  his  children,  and  thinks  one  of  them  was  for  the  land  in  question.  The 
will  of  Spicer  Christopher,  dated  in  February,  1806,  devises  this  land  as  testator's  plantation,  called 
Point  Hazard;  and  it  is  probable,  from  the  evidence,  that  the  devisee,  William  G.  Christopher,  took  pos- 
session in  1806.  If,  from  these  circumstances,  a  grant  is  to  be  presumed,  the  committee  is  clearly  of 
opinion  that  the  confirmation  should  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  heirs  of  William  G.  Christopher;  and,  if  there 
was  no  grant,  it  is  equally  clear  that  the  meritorious  consideration  for  a  donation  of  the  land,  on  account  of 
inhabitancj'  and  cultivation,  proceeded  from,  and  should  enure  to  the  benefit  of  the  Christophers,  and 
ought  not  to  be  transferred  to  a  stranger,  because,  having  married  the  widow  of  William  G.  Christopher, 
the  natural  guardian  of  his  children,  lie  happened  to  be  upon  the  land  with  them  on  the  22d  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1819.  The  omission  to  have  this  claim  presented  to  the  commissioners  for  confirmation  is,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  sufliciently  accounted  for,  it  appearing  that  Reynolds,  supposing  a  grant  for  the 
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land  to  be  arnimg-  tlie  jiapcrs  of  tlie  estate,  liail  dirccterl  it  to  be  laid  before  tlie  commissioners,  and  was 
led  to  believe  that  it  had  been  before  them  and  was  confirmed,  bnt  discovered,  after  the  adjournment  of 
the  commissioners,  that  another  f;-rant  to  Spicer  Christopher,  for  land  devised  to  another  of  his  sons,  had 
been  presented  and  confirmed  instead  of  a  grant  for  this  land.  And  the  committee  is  fnrther  of  opinion 
that,  in  a  claim  like  the  present,  of  infants,  founded  upon  a  possession  commejicing  in  1806  and  continued 
to  the  present  time,  a  total  omission  on  the  part  of  those  who  migiit  have  acted  for  them  oug-ht  not  to  bar 
their  rights  nor  to  jn-event  them  from  experiencing  the  same  liberality  which  the  government  has  extended 
to  (ithers.  Tender  these  views  of  the  subject  they  report  a  bill  Ibr  the  benefit  nf  the  legal  representatives 
of  William  G.  Christo[)lier. 


2-2ii  Congress.  I  No.    b98.  [1st  Session. 

0\  API'LICATION  FOR  RUiUT  OF  PRE-EMPTION  TO  LANDS  GRANTED  FOR  THE  ENCOUR- 
AGEMENT OF  THE  CULTIVATION  OF  THE  VINE  AND  OLIVE. 


COMMUXICATEII    TO    THE    HOUSE    OK    REPRESENTATIVES  EEBRUARY  (I,    18.32. 


M 


Marius,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  sundry 
citizens  of  Alabama,  asking  an  amendment  of  a  law  of  Congress,  passed  February  19,  1831,  so  as 
to  jjermit  the  memorialist.s  to  i)ay  for  certain  lands  described  in  said  menmrial,  reported: 

That  the  petitioners  allege  that  they  are  a  small  portion  of  the  individuals  represented  bj'  Charles 
Villar,  in  a  contract  made  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  on  the  8th  day  of 
January,  1819,  for  a  tract  of  country,  say  four  townships  of  land,  situated  in  the  State  of  Alabama;  said 
lands  granted  to  the  memorialists  and  their  associates  for  the  encouragement  of  the  cultivation  of  the 
vine  and  olive;  that,  for  reasons  and  misfortunes  heretofore  stated  to  Congress,  the  memorialists  and 
their  associates  failed  to  comply  with  their  part  of  the  contract  entered  into  with  the  government;  and  the 
government  in  its  generosity  not  being  disposed  to  take  advantage  of  the  delinquency  of  the  petitioners 
and  tjieir  associates,  in  their  liberality  passed  several  laws  for  the  relief  of  the  memorialists  and  their 
associates:  the  last  of  which  acts  was  passed  February  19,  1831,  by  the  provisions  of  which  no  person 
was  permitted  to  pay  for  his  land  unless  he  was  actually  occupying  and  cultivating  the  tract  of  land  at 
the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  law;  and  although  the  said  law  enabled  the  greater  portion  of  the  grantees 
to  perfect  their  titles  to  their  lands,  yet  the  memorialists  were  not  endjracc'd.  The  petitioners  state,  as  a 
reason  why  they  were  not  enabled  to  avail  themselves  of  the  provisions  of  the  law  alluded  to,  that  many 
of  them  were  ineelianics;  that  tlie  lands  were  heavy  timbered  and  they  weak-handed,  and  ])ressed  by 
their  necessities  to  ]iursuc  that  branch  of  industry  best  calculated  to  procure  for  their  families  a  subsist- 
ence; others  had,  .just  previous  to  the  passage  of  the  law,  built  houses  upon  their  lands,  and  commenced 
improving  them  by  cutting  down  the  timber  and  fencing  in  their  grounds;  but  as  cultivation  was  required 
by  the  law  of  1831,  memorialists  were  excluded  from' the  benefits  of  the  law.  Another  portion  of  the 
petitioners  state,  that  some  short  time  aftei-  the  original  grant  was  made  their  ancestors  died,  and  that  they, 
the  legal  heirs,  were  unable  to  settle  their  deceased  fathers'  portions  until  recently.  Petitioners  state  that 
they  are  few  in  number;  that  but  a  small  portion  of  the  original  grant  remains  undisposed  of,  and  pray 
that  they  may  be  permitted,  as  their  associates  have  heretofore  been,  by  the  government  to  pay  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre  for  their  lands,  and  receive  patents  for  the  same;  all  of  which 
statements  have  been  fully  examined  into  by  the  committee,  and  they  are  unanimous  in  the  opinion  that 
the  prayer  of  the  memorialists  should  bo  granted,  and  have  reported  a  bill  accordingly. 


To  the  Itonorable  the  Senate  and  Ilout^e  of  liepresentativcs  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  undersigned  on  behalf  of  tliemselves  and  others,  pcrs(uis  interested  in  the  lands  sold  to  the 
Tombcckee  Association,  by  a  contract  made  between  Charles  Villar,  their  agent,  and  tlie  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  on  the  8th  of  January,  1819,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress 
pas.sed  the  3d  March,  1817,  entitled  "  An  act  to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  certain  public  lands  for  the  en- 
couragement of  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  and  olive,"  and  being  ('ntitled  to  lands  under  said  contract, 
beg  leave,  while  they  avail  themselves  of  this  oi)porunity  of  expressing  their  gratitude  for  the  favors 
lieretofore  received,  to  address  your  honorable  body  for  the  purpose  of  praying  that  the  relief  heretofore 
extended  to  them  in  certain  classes  of  cases  under  said  contract  may  be  made  more  general,  so  as  to  ex- 
tend to  and  comprehend  all  those  cases  not  heretolbre  provided  fin-. 

Your  memorialists  would  respectfully  represent  that,  under  the  provisions  cjf  said  law  and  contract, 
one  classof  the  allottees  have  entitled  themselves  to  patents  for  their  tracts,  by  reason  of  their  com- 
pliance with  the  conditions  imposed;  that  this  class  comprehends  the  greater  portion  of  the  allottees, 
and,  as  might  be  expected,  the  most  valuable  tracts  of  the  lands  granted.  For  this  class  no  further  legislation 
would  be  necessary  to  insure  them  a  title.  That  another  class  of  cases  existed,  where,  by  a  failure  to 
comply,  the  allottees  Ibrfeited  their  right  by  the  strict  terms  of  said  contract,  but  who  vvere  relieved 
against  the  uncertainty  of  their  titles  by  the  liberal  provisions  of  the  act  amendatory  of  the  original  act, 
passed  the  19tli  of  February,  1831  But  your  memorialists  wliuM  respectfully  suggest  that  there  is  a 
third  class  of  cases,  where  the  allottees  (inasmuch  as  they  do  not  fall  within  the  strict  terms  of  the  con- 
tract, and  cannot  avail  themselves  under  the  particular  terms  and  technical  constructions  which  will 
necessarily  be  given    by  the  jiroper   department  to  the  said  act  (if  1831)  are,  strictly  speaking,  not  en- 
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titled  to  patents,  aiul  are  vet  siilijiM-t  to  the  uiieertiiinty  oC  llicir  lilies;  and  althonp;Ii  those  cases  may 
not  be  verv  ntuneripiis,  and  notwitlistandin,;;'  that  in  tfenera!  they  coni]iicliend  tlie  h'asl  valnalijc  Irads  ul' 
land,  yet,  ainonj;'  llieni,  mi  investi.n'ation,  tliere  will  lie  found  to  exist  many  oases  of  great  liai'ilshi|i,  and 
sneh  as  wonld  evidently  entitle  eacli  to  ndief  in  the  liberal  s]iirit  of  ycnr  Imniirable  bmly. 

Your  memorialists  will  not  undertake  tn  enter  intn  a  detail  nf  all  the  icasoiis  which  ha\c  [■icvrnled 
a  strict  eoniidiance  with  the  contract,  they  being  as  multifarious  as  the  eases  themselves;  the  mind,  how- 
ever, will  readily  suggest  a  great  iiniidierof  canses  snllieient  to  have  prevented  it.     In  the  first  place 

one  could  ever  suppose  tiiat,  on  upwards  of  fnur  linndrcd  allotments  granted  to  sn  many  dilVeient  ]ier- 
sons,  mfh  woidd  be  enabled,  in  fact,  to  make  a  scttlc'ineiit  mi  his  iiuitioii.  Human  aH'airs  are  too  un- 
certain, and  the  intentions  of  men  too  liable  to  be  frnstrated  by  accidents  and  unforsei'n  events  to  admit 
ef  such  an  idea.  Upon  many  of  the  tracts  a  number  of  farms  have  been  opened  instead  of  one.  while 
others  are  without  any.  Many,  having  allotments  of  their  own,  have  preferred  for  reasons  of  interest  or 
convenience  to  purchase  and  settle  on  parts  of  those  of  their  neighbors,  and  upon  the  wlio!(;  tliere  is,  in 
fact,  a  mu<:h  greater  ([uaiitity  of  land  cleared  and  in  cultivation  than  is  reijuired  by  the  contract,  and 
probably  more  settlements  made  than  were  necessarily  rei[uired.  Again,  it  is  not  to  be  suiiiiosed  by 
anyone  having  the  slightest  accpiaintanee  with  lands,  that  a  largo  boily  of  lands,  liowsocver  fertile  or 
advantageously  located,  can  be  divided  into  upwards  of  four  hundred  allotments,  srj  that  each  one  should 
be  found  lit  for  cultivation  of  any  kind,  much  less  that  of  particular  foreign  plants,  rei|uiring  particular 
soils;  some  tracts  are  tit  for  one  ]iurpose,  and  some  for  another,  and  many  tracts  will  llnd  their  jtarticnlar 
use  in  the  course  of  time,  when  the  cotnitrj-  will  be  further  improved,  and  which  are  not  now  in  use.  Xo 
wilderness  was  ever,  in  14  years,  converted  into  a  ccumtry  so  densely,  unif  rmly,  and  regularly  settled 
all  over  its  face  as  this  contract  requires;  some  tracts  are  naked  prairies  without  any  timber;  some  too 
poor  for  cultivation,  but  heavily  timbered;  some  hilly,  some  overflowed,  &c.,  j-et  each  having  its  present 
or  future  use  or  value.  Those  tracts  have  been  considered  as  property  in  the  hands  of  the  holders;  they 
have  been  bought  and  sold,  divided  out  among  children,  acquired  bv'  marriages,  divided  and  subdivided, 
g-ivcu  in  payment  of  debts,  some  in  part  only,  some  entire,  and  credits  have  lieen  given  on  the  faith  of 
them;  they  have  been  the  subjects  of  a  multitude  of  contracts  of  various  kinds.  Cases  could  bo  pre- 
sented where,  strictl_y  speaking,  the  contract  has  not  been  complied  witli,  and  which  arc  not  embraced 
within  the  relief  granted,  and  yet  where  tlie  allotments  have  been  purchased  for  particular  ]iurposes, 
where  large  sums  of  money  have  been  paid  for  them,  and  which  are  of  great  value  to  the  holders,  and 
the  loss  of  which  would  be  of  serious  injury,  such  as  where  one  owning  a  small  tract  of  rich  land,  with- 
out timber  or  water,  has  purchased  an  adjoining  one,  so  as  to  procure  those  advantages  to  his  farm,  yet 
which  he  has  not  actually  cultivated;  or  where  a  piece  of  swamp  land  has  been  purchased  for  the  timber 
only,  or  of  land  for  pasture,  or  to  obtain  access  to  a  road,  or  creek,  or  river,  or  to  extend  his  clearing 
when  time  would  permit,  or  even  to  make  the  shape  of  his  tract  more  regular,  or  the  farm  more  valuable 
or  convenient.  There  are  cases  where  the  lands  have  been  in  controversy  between  diflferent  claimants, 
and  where  neither  party  could  risk  expensive  improvements  till  the  ih-cision  of  lengthy  law  suits;  also, 
some  where  lands  have  been  sold  at  public  sale  by  order  of  the  or[ihans'  courts  to  ]iay  debts,  after  lengthj' 
legal  proceedings  between  the  heirs  and  creditors,  during  the  pendency  of  which  there  was  no  one 
entitled  properly.  Some  cases  where  holders  have  died,  and  where  much  time  has  elapsed  before  absent 
heirs  or  creditors  were  informed  of  their  rights  and  cotdd  find  it  convenient  to  assert  them.  Some 
holders  have  found  themselves  too  poor  to  establish  farms,  and  have  pursued  other  occuptions  in  the 
countr}-  till  they  became  able  to  settle  at  home.  There  are  some  cases  where  allotments  had  bi;eu 
purchased  and  lauds  cleared  and  prepared  for  cultivation,  biit  which,  when  the  act  of  1S31  was  passed, 
were  not  in  ciiJtivation,  that  is,  ^ylanted,  and  therefore  not  within  that  act.  By  the  report  of  Mr.  Adams, 
it  will  be  seen  that  there  are  manj'  cases  where  the  conditions  are  reported  as  being  complied  with  in 
part,  such  as  where  settlements  were  made,  not  within,  but  after  the  lirst  three  years  as  required  by  the 
contract;  some,  where  vines  were  imported  and  planted,  but  died  on  account  of  having  arrived  too  late 
in  the  season;  some,  where  the  vines  were  lost  at  sea,  and  other  cases  where  matter  of  excuse  is  shown  to 
account  for  the  non-compliance.  There  are  some  cases  where  allottees  or  persons  who  purchased  of  them 
came  to  the  country  expressly  to  settle  their  tracts,  and  who,  upon  examining  them,  found  them,  at 
the  time,  not  worth  settling  upon,  owing  to  the  then  new  state  of  the  country,  for  want  of  roads,  water,  or 
other  cause,  but  which  now,  on  account  of  the  further  improvement  of  the  country,  have  become  worth}^ 
of  settlement,  by  means  of  which  the  owners  may  be  now  enabled  to  repair  their  losses  heretofore  sus- 
tained. During  many  years  a  large  portion  of  the  prairie  lands  were  considered  worthless  for  the  want  of 
water,  for  the  mode  of  obtaining  water  on  those  lands  by  boring  is  a  late  discovery.  Many  who  were 
unable  to  effect  their  settlements  within  the  first  three  years  would  afterwards  have  done  it,  but  after 
that  failure  were  never  safe  in  doing  so,  and  were  expecting  that  Congress  would  make  some  provision 
whereby  they  would  be  relieved  from  the  doubt  and  uncertainty  they  labored  under;  but  when  the  act  of 
1831  passed,  it  provided  only  for  those  who  had  gone  on  to  settle,  risking  the  uncertainty,  but  did  not 
embrace  those  who  would  have  been  willing  to  do  so,  had  they  known  it  would  have  been  available. 
Had  the  provisions  of  that  act  fixed  a  limited  time  within  which  they  would  be  allowed  to  make  their 
settlements,  then,  being  relieved  from  the  forfeiture  and  being  made  safe  in  so  doing,  they  would  cheer- 
fully have  made  improvements.  The  state  of  improvement  of  the  grant  would  have  been  very  dif- 
ferent, had  those  doubts  and  uncertainties  not  existed. 

The  last  act  will  be  found  to  embrace,  by  its  letter,  those  only  who  iiccupij  and  cul!ii-afi\-  therefore  a 
mill,  a  storehouse,  dwelling  house,  or  other  improvement,  howsoever  valuable  or  costly,  would  not  bring  its 
owner  within  that  act.     By  it  cultivation  is  indispensab^e. 

Your  memorialists  also  beg  leave  further  to  state,  as  an  inducement  to  the  granting  of  their  request, 
that,  by  the  enactment  of  a  general  law  embracing  all  cases,  your  honorable  body  will  bo  relieved  from  a 
multiplicity  of  petitions  and  memorials  of  various  individuals,  who  will  each  come  before  your  honorable 
body  with  their  grievances,  each  representing  the  hardship  of  his  particular  case;  the  investigation  and 
consideration  of  all  of  which  would  consume  a  great  portion  of  the  time  of  j'onr  honorable  bod^-,  which 
otherwise  would  be  employed  on  subjects  of  much  greater  national  importance,  and  worth  nmre  than  the 
whole  subject  of  their  applications.  And  your  memorialists  will  here  take  occasion  to  repeat  that  the 
remaining  class  of  allottees,  for  wliose  benefit  such  relief  is  prayed,  is  inconsiderable  in  number,  and  consists 
of  that  portion  of  the  lands,  in  general,  the  least  valuable;  and  thej'  can,  they  think,  most  positivelj-,  and 
without  fear  of  contradiction,  sa_y  that  no  injury  would  result  to  the  government;  but,  on  the  contrary,  a 
benefit,  a  saving  of  expenses.  For,  should  those  remaining  tracts  lie  declared  forfeited  and  exposed  to 
public  sale,  the  government  would  never  olitain  for  them  more  than  81    2o  [ler  acre,  innnaterial  what  their 
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real  value  might  he.  Your  incnun-ialists  boldly  say  this,  because  exix^rience  proves  it;  and,  by  referring  to 
the  lists  of  sales  of  the  public  lands  made  in  July  last  at  public  auction,  and  which  are  immediately 
adjoining,  it  will  be  seen  that  none  go  over  $1  25;  tlie  remaining  value,  if  any,  goes  into  tlie  hands  of  the 
speculators,  but  not  to  the  government.  The  oxi)enses  to  the  government  would  be  greater,  and  no  benefit 
realized-  whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  many  individuals  would  be  seriously  injured  and  disappointed. 
Another  benefit  would  be  to  avoid  the  great  difficulties,  controversies,  and  confusion  which  must  arise 
between  the  claimants  and  the  officers  of  the  government,  land  officers  or  commissioners,  whose  duty  it 
will  be  to  investigate  the  various  cases  laid  before  them,  and  the  dilBculty  of  discriminating  and  deciding 
who  are  entitled  and  who  are  not.  Those  investigations  will  be  tedious  and  multifarious,  and  will  lead  to 
difficulties,  will  create  trouble,  expense,  lawsuits,  and  more  legislation  than  the  extent  of  the  subject 
deserves.  For  all  which  reasons,  and, many  others  too  tedious  to  mention,  your  memorialists  pray  that  an 
act  may  be  passed  by  which  all  those  who  hold  allotments  maj^  become  entitled  to  patents  for  them  by 

making  settlements  thereon  on  or  before  the of ,  183  ,  and  paying  therefor  $1  25  per  acre. 

Your  memorialists  would,  with  due  respect,  furtlier  remark  that  the  term  fixed  for  the  payment  of  the 
lands  granted  under  said  act  of  Congress  is  near  at  hand,  and  that,  on  the  3d  March,  IS33,  a  very  large 
sum  of  money  is  required  to  be  paid  into  the  land  office  for  them.  In  this  state,  by  reason  of  the  low  price 
of  cotton  for  several  years  back,  the  newness  of  the  country,  the  great  expenses  necessary  to  open  the 
wilderness,  and  tlie  immense  drains  occasioned  by  reason  of  all  the  ready  money  being  absorbed  by  the 
land  officers,  your  memorialists  feel  that  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  to  raise  such  a  sum  of  money  in 
their  settlement.  !Many  would  be  obliged  to  sacrifice  their  property,  greatly  to  tiieir  injury,  to  obtain  a 
sufficiency  of  money  to  pay  for  their  lots.  For  the  reasons  before  stated,  many  are  only  in  the 
commencement  of  the  improvement  of  their  farms,  and  all  the  expenses  are  heavily  bearing  upon  them. 
In  consideration  of  all  which,  your  petitioners  pray  that,  in  the  spirit  of  liberality  which  has  been  so 
greatly  manifested  of  late  towards  the  purchasers  and  settlers  of  public  lands,  you  maybe  pleased  to  grant 
an  extension  of  the  same  by  allowing  payments  to  be  made  for  all  those  lands  in  five  annual  instalments, 
from  and  after  JIarch  3,  1833;  and,  as  in  duty  bound,  your  memorialists  will  every  pray,  &c. 


J.  B.  Ilerpin, 
A.  Batni. 
J.  0.  H.  W.  Bell. 
William  Jones. 
James  McFarlanc. 
J.  A.  StolJenwerck, 
By  his  agent,  L.  A.  Stollenwcrck. 
Simon  Chaudron. 
R.  F.  Witherspoon. 
R.  P.  Frierson. 
T.  Gray. 
Wm.  Purnell. 
James  Key. 
Robert  W!  Wethers. 
Deci^mbkr  12,  1831. 


M.  Ilobson. 
S.  AV.  Elcaro. 
Stith  Evans. 
John  Cocke. 
George  Goodsum. 
F.  Stollenwcrck. 
Francis  Teterel. 
Jon.  Ravel  sis. 
Agent  of  the  Tomheckhee  Assoc' n. 
Corneille  Roudet. 
John  B.  Roudet. 
Amand  P.  Pfister. 
J.  R.  AVitherspoon. 
Georffe  N.  Stewart. 


A.  S.  Follin. 
John  Marrast,/or  others. 
L.  A.  Stollenwcrck. 
Jh.  Beylle. 
A.  G.  Deseours. 
Theodore  Noel. 
William  Hopper. 
Kennau  Bennett. 
D.  W.  Travis. 
Nelson  Andrews. 
Jas.  B.  Scott 
Durrell  White. 
James  May. 
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ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COM.MCNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OK    REI'RESENT.\TIVES    FEBRUARY    6,    1832. 

Mr.  Marpis,  from  the  Committee  on  Private   Land  Claims,  to  wliom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James 

Bradford,  reported: 

That  on  tlie  23d  of  May,  1804,  a  patent  was  issued  by  the  Spanish  government  to  P.  R.  Delogny  for 
42*1  arpents  of  land  in  the  parish  of  West  Feliciana,  fronting  on  the  Mississippi,  three-fourths  of  a  mile 
below  the  mouth  of  Bayou  Sarah.  That  on  the  30th  of  September,  1801,  the  said  P.  R.  Delogny  gave  notice, 
by  advertisement,  of  his  title,  and  called  on  all  who  made  claim  to  assert  it.  That  on  the  r9th  of  May, 
1810,  the  said  Delogny  caused  tlio  said  tract  of  land  to  be  surveyed  and  divided  into  three  lots,  by  the 
survej'or  general.  That  on  tlie  20th  of  May,  1810,  the  said  lots  were  sold  at  auction,  and  John  Murdoch 
became  the  purchaser.  Tliat  in  1813  or  1814  tlie  said  Murdocli  filed  with  the  commissioner  of  land  claims 
the  notice  of  his  claim.  That  Murdoch  died  intestate,  and  the  land  was  sold  by  the  court  of  probates  of 
the  parish  in  which  it  was  situate,  and  Alexander  Murdoch  became  the  purchaser,  who  subsequently  sold 
the  same  to  the  petitioner.  That  the  title  to  the  said  tract  of  land  does  not  appear  to  have  been  confirmed 
either  to  the  original  possessor  or  any  intermediate  holder,  and  that  no  conflicting  claim  appears  to  be 
asserted  to  the  said  piece  of  land.  -It  also  appears  that  tiie  said  land  has  been  occupied  and  cultivated 
previous  to  the  jfar  1813. 

The  committee  report  that,  under  the  circumstances,  the  title  of  the  United  States,  if  any,  ought  t.9 
be  released,  and  therefore  report  a  bill  for  his  relief. 
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j  22d  CoxGRESS.J  No.    1000.  flsT  Sf.ssiox. 


Al'l'LlCATIOX  OF  THE    TEKliiroiJY  OF  AltEAXSAS  FOR  A  CRAM'  OF  I, AM)    FOR  A 

PRNITEXTFVRY. 

COMMl'MCATKI)    Til    TIIK    lliUSK    OF    liEI'KKSKXTATl  \  KS    I'KI'.KIAUV    Ci,     IS'.'rl. 

To  llii'  Jiijiiorahk'  Scna/i'  and  Jlotitu'  nf'  J^l^/^ly.■<'■lltalll^l's  <  if  tin'  I'niliil  S/ali's  a/'  Anwrira  in  (..'oiKjiv^tx  ax.<i'inhli'(l  : 

Your  iiii'iiiorialists,  the  ^■eiieral  assembly  of  the  'rorritory  ol'  Arkansas,  rcsju'ctfuUy  rcjireseiit  :  Tliat 
IVom  tlie  int'aiiL'3'  of  tlie  colony,  thu  reiuotciK'ss  of  its  situation,  and  the  allnrcnKnits  wliicli  all  new  countries 
present  to  refug'ees  from  tiie  rig'or  of  tlie  laws  of  other  countries,  ami  the  still  greater  rij^'or  and  marked 
disapprobation  of  society,  and  the  many  facilities  it  presents  for  the  jierpetratiou  of  almost  every  Riiecies 
of  crime  known  to  the  law,  and  tlie  conviction  of  your  memorialists  of  the  justice  and  proju'iety  of  gradu- 
ating punishment  in  a  ratio  with  the  magnitude  or  enormity  of  the  crimes  committed,  huml)ly  and 
rcspectfulh'  solicit  your  honorable  body  to  grant,  for  the  jiurposes  of  a  [lenitentiary,  to  be  erected  at  the 
seat  of  government  for  the  Territory,  any  quantity  of  hind  that,  in  j'our  wisdom,  you  may  deem  adequate 
to  the  purposes  mentioned,  to  wit:  such  lands  as  have  liern  returned  by  the  surveyors  as  unlit  for  odtiva- 
tiou  in  this  Territory. 

These  lands,  it  ajijioars  to  yi.ur  memorialists,  arc.  under  existing-  circumstances,  of  no  benctit  to  the 
general  government,  nor  to  the  Territory.  But  if  our  memorial  shoidd  receive  that  respectful  considera- 
tion which  its  importance  would  seem  to  demand  from  your  honorable  body,  and  grant  the  donation  ]irayed 
for,  to  be  selected  and  disposed  of  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  tiie  Territory,  your  memorialists  b(dieve 
that  a  small  quantit}'  of  arable  lands,  say  from  iiftj'  to  one  or  two  hundred  acres  in  each  township  thus 
retiu'ued  as  unlit  tlir  cultivation,  might  be  obtained  and  sold  for  the  minimum  [irice  of  the  g'ovcrnment 
land  of  the  United  States. 

Your  memorialists  further  believe  that  from  the  lands  thus  returned  a  sufficient  (juantity  could  be 
selected  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  that  a  penitentiary  in  Arkansas  would  tend  greatly  to  ameliorate 
the  condition  of  its  citizens,  by  confining  offenders  against  the  laws  of  the  country,  and  directing  their 
labors  in  such  vocations  as  would  enhance  the  territorial  revenue,  and  at  the  same  time  be  a  mere  appro- 
priate expiation  for  all  ofl'ences,  less  than  capital,  against  the  dignity  and  laws  of  our  Territory.  All 
these  your  memorialists  respectfully  ask.  and,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

AVILLIA.M  TREMBLE,  Spraker  of  Hip  House  of  Eepresenlatives. 
CHARLES  CALDWELL,  Fresident  of  tiie  Legislative  Council. 

Approved  November  7,  1S3L 

JOIIX  POPE. 


22d  Congress.]  No.  1001.  [Lst  Session. 

APPLICATIOX  OF  TIIE   TERRITOEA'  OF  ARKANSAS   FOR    IXDEMXITY  TO    SETTLERS  WHO 
LO.ST  THEIR  IMPROVEMEXTS  BY  TIIE  TRE.Vi'Y  OF  1817  AVITII  CHEROKEE  INDIANS. 

loMMUNirATEn  TO  THE  IIorSE  OF  UErUESFNTATlVES  FKBIUARV   t).    1832. 

To  the  Iionorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representntires  of  tin'  United  Stales  of  Auwriea  in  t'loigress  assembled : 

The  general  assembly  of  tin.'  Territory  of  Arkansas  humbly  represent  to  your  InuK.irable  body:  That 
in  the  year  181.")  a  nundjer  of  bold  enterprising  men  settleil  on  lands  then  lielonging  to  the  United  States, 
lying  between  the  waters  of  ^Vhite  river  and  Arkansas.  At  the  time  their  settlement  was  made  it  was  sup- 
posed that  this  land  would  never  bo  ceded  away,  but,  much  to  their  detriment,  a  treaty  was  concluded  in 
the  year  1817.  between  the  United  States  and  the  Cherokee  nation  of  Indians,  by  which  this  section  of 
country  was  given  to  that  nation.  The  relentless  Cherokees,  fond  of  wreaking  their  vengeance  upon  the 
white  man,  precipitately  drove  from  their  homes  these  haixly  an<l  worthy  adventurers.  Added  to  the  bold 
demands  of  the  savages  was  the  order  from  the  War  Department  of  that  government  which  owed  them 
protection,  and  for  whose  independence  many  of  their  forefathers  had  bled  and  died;  there  was  no  alter- 
native left  but  the  immediate  abandonment  of  their  homes,  rendered  doubly  dear  by  the  protection  which 
they  afiorded  them  from  the  dangers  of  the  wilderness.  Driven  again  into  the  forest,  without  food  and 
almost  without  raiment,  the  loss  of  their  homes  and  their  stock  reduced  them  to  a  chilling  poverty,  from 
which  the  most  unremitting  perseverance  and  industry  have  barely  released  them.  The  reacquisition  of 
the  land  by  the  United  States  was  their  only  hope  for  remuneration;  but  when  this  took  place  the  improve- 
ments of  which  they  had  been  dispossessed,  and  which  ought  naturally  to  have  reverted  to  them,  were 
completely  devastated  by  the  unrelenting  savages.  Having  settled  after  the  expiration  of  the  pre- 
emption law  of  1814,  their  losses  were  remediless.  When  we  reflect  upon  the  course  which  has  been 
pursued  towards  other  citizens  of  the  Territor^y  who  have  been  deprived  of  their  homes  and  possessions 
by  Indian  treaties,  it  becomes  a  matter  of  astonishment  that  these  bold  adventurers  and  w'orthy  citizens 
should  be  so  long  neglected.  A  claim  so  strong  rarely  ever  existed,  and  the  magnanimity  of  this  great 
government  will  certainly  permit  it  no  longer  to  slundier. 

WILLIAM  TRIMBLE.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  liepi-esenlalives. 

CHARLES  CALDWELL,  President  of  the  Legislative  Gouncd. 
xVpproved  November  2,  1831. 

JOHN  POPE. 
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'22n  OnN-RRF.ss.]  No.    1002.  [1st  Sbssiox. 

OX    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    OHIO. 

(•01IMr.VIC.\TEn    TO    THE    HOUSE    OK    REI'HESENTATIVKS   FEIiRUAHY   1,    1832. 

Mr.  AL\Riiis,  from   tlio  (Joiiiiiiitt<'c  on    I'rivate   Laml  Claiiiis,  to  wlioiii   was  referri'il  the  petition  of  George 

McDougall,  reported: 

Tiie  petitioner  prays  Congress  to  confirm  to  him  a  tract  of  sixty  acres  of  land  situated  in  the  Miami 
reservation,  in  tlie  State  of  Oiiio,  assigned  to  him  by  St.  Michael  and  Loranger,  to  wliicli  tlie  commissioners 
appointed  to  adjust  hind  chiims  in  tlie  district  of  Detroit  decided  tliat  the  said  St.  Micliael  and  Loranger 
had  a  ])re-emption  right.  Tlie  committee  have  carefidiy  examined  tlie  memorial,  the  evidence,  and  the 
documents  in  the  laml  oflice  relating  to  this  claim:  by  act  of  April  25,  1808,  entilled  "  An  act  supplemental 
to  an  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,"  every  head  of  a  family  who,  prior 
to  tlie  2Gth  (if  March,  1804,  and  at  the  passage  of  the  act,  inhabited  and  cultivated  a  tract  of  land  in  said 
Territory  not  claimed  under  a  legal  French  or  British  grant,  or  under  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supidement, 
should  be  entitled  to  the  pre-emption  on  becoming  a  purchaser  of  the  United  States  of  such  tract,  not 
exceeding  one  section,  at  the  rate  which  other  public  lands  in  the  Territory  are  ordered  to  be  sold,  viz: 
two  dollars  per  acre.  Under  tliis  law,  St.  Michael  and  Loranger  presented  to  the  commissioners  for  the 
Detroit  district  a  pre-emption  claim  to  sixty  acres  of  land,  which  was  allowed  by  them,  and  a  certiticatc 
issued  accordingly.  The  (iriginal  grantees  paid  in  part  consideration  for  this  tract  of  land  two  instalments 
of  thirty  dollars  each;  the  first  on  the  3Ist  of  December,  1808,  and  the  second  Deceiabcr  26,  1810.  It  is 
satisfactorily  proven  by  a  number  of  witnesses,  that  the  lalid  in  question  was  at  the  time  of  entry  con- 
sidered by  the  commissioners  and  the  neighborhood  generally  to  be  within  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and 
it  was  not  until  after  the  payment  of  the  second  instalment  that  it  was  ascertained  to  be  in  the  State  of 
Ohio.  So  soon  as  the  mistake  was  discovered  in  the  land  otlice  the  holder  of  the  certificate  was  notified 
that  no  patent  would  be  granted  for  the  land.  The  petitioner  bought  the  land  from  St.  Michael  and 
Loranger,  after  the  second  payment  liad  been  made  ;  for  what  sum  does  not  appear.  Alter  petitioner 
bought  the  claim  he  tendered  the  residue  of  the  purchase  money,  which  was  refused  by  the  register  and 
receiver  upon  the  ground  that  the  land  was  in  the  State  of  Ohio  and  not  in  Michigan  Territory,  and  con- 
sequently out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  settle  land  claims  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan.  The  committee  cannot  resist  the  conviction  that  St.  Michael  and  Loranger  must,  from  the  facts 
in  this  case,  have  known  that  the  land  had  already  been  disposed  of,  or  rather  reserved  from  sah;  by  the 
government,  as  it  was  situated  in,  and  formed  a  part  of,  the  great  Miami  reserve.  It  seems,  from  an 
examination  of  the  several  acts  of  Congress  confirming  land  claims  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  that 
Congress  was  apprised  that  the  commissioners  for  the  Detroit  district  had  transcended  their  powers,  as 
the  act  provides  that  the  lands  confirmed  sliall  lie  in  the  Michigan  Territory.  In  several  other  cases, 
similarly  situated,  the  purchasers  have  received  their  money  back  ;  the  land  claimed  was  sold  by  the 
United  States  some  years  since,  part  at  $32  per  acre  and  the  residue  at  $2  per  acre.  It  does  not  appear 
whether  petitioner  has  expended  anything  in  the  improvement  of  the  land  or  not.  The  country  had  not 
been  surveyed  at  the  time  the  commissioners  sat  I'or  the  Detroit  district,  they  therefore  could  not  know 
the  locality  of  any  tract  of  land  ;  and  as  the  purchasers  must  have  known  that  the  land  was  not  subject 
to  entry,  therefore  the  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  St.  Michael  and  Loranger  attempted  a  fraud  upon 
the  government  and  cannot  now  claim  any  advantage  by  the  contract  made  by  the  government.  The 
petitioner  has  the  right  to  apply  and  receive  his  purchase  money  back  under  existing  laws  ;  no  legislation 
is  necessary.     The  committee  report  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  claim  is  unjust  and  ought  not  to  bo  granted. 


22d  CongressJ_  No.    1003.  [1st  Session. 

ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  TIIE  SENATE  FEBRUARY  1 ,   1832. 

Mr.  Prentiss,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Nathaniel 

A.  Ware,  reported: 

The  Spanish  government,  by  a  patent  dated  June  22,  1191,  granted  to  Alexander  Moore  a  tract  of 
land  containing  2,304  arpents,  equal  to  2,000  acres;  which  tract,  according  to  the  map  of  the  survey  thereof, 
annexed  to  the  patent,  lies  east  of,  and  colitiguous  to,  the  Mississippi  river,  and  is  embraced  in  township 
No.  14,  of  range  No.  2,  in  the  land  district  west  of  Pearl  river.  The  tract  of  land  so  granted  to  Alexander 
Moore  was  subsequently  conveyed  by  him  to  James  Moore  ;  and  James  Moore  having  regularly  entered 
his  claim  for  tlie  same,  the  board  of  commissioners  west  of  Pearl  river,  on  the  5th  of  September,  1805, 
confirmed  his  title  thereto.  James  Moore  having  deceased,  it  appears  that  his  executors,  on  the  16th  of 
February,  1831,  by  virtue  of  a  power  given  them  in  and  by  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  said  James, 
for  the  consideration  of  $8,000,  expressed  in  the  deed,  conveyed  to  the  petitioner  all  the  right  and  title 
which  the  said  James,  in  his  lifetime,  had  in  or  to  the  tract  of  land  so  confirmed  to  him  in  the  manner 
above  mentioned.  It  is  shown  by  tlie  certificate  of  the  surveyor  of  public  lands  south  of  Tennessee  that 
two  attempts  have  been  made  by  experienced  surveyors,  under  his  i.lstructions,  to  make  a  survey  and 
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location  of  said   tract  of  laml,  accordin.;;-  to  tliu  ori.<;Mnal  o-rant;   hut  owiii;:;'  to  llic  cliaii.^-cs  iiiarl(>   by  the 

river  m|)Oii   the  natural   olijccis  rd'crrcil  to   in  tlic  ori.u-inal  survey,  ami  lo   llie  iiuprrri'cl  nia 'r   in  which 

the  orij;-inal  lines  were  nKirlc<'tl,  it  has  been  found  iinpraeticalile,  after  the  innsi  dili.L;ciit  search  and  exam- 
ination, to  identify  or  ascertain  the  orifi-inal  boundaries  so  as  to  make  the  survey,  it  furtlier  a|i|iears  tlnit 
there  is  no  doubt  whatever  in  relation  to  the  spot  where  the  ori}.;'inal  survey  and  location  were  made,  and 
that  a  considerable  pi>rlion  of  the  land  lyint^  in  that  jilaee,  and,  of  eours(>,  embraced  in  the  orij;-inal  o-rant, 
Jias  been  sold  by  the  United  States  to  different  individuals,  who  are  now  in  actual  possession  of  tlie  same. 
Tpoii  these  facts,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  thai,  the  prayer  of  the  pciilinuci-  oii^iil  to  be  uranleil; 
and  Ihcy  aceordiuLi'ly  r<'port  a  bill  l\iv  his  relief. 


22n    t'oNcuEss.]  No.   UIOI.  [1st  SF.^^s|o^,•. 

APridtWTIOX  OF    MISSIS.^II'PI   FOR  A  DONATION  OF  LAND  FOi;    Till':  IMPltOVKMKNT   OF 

THE  inVERS  OF  THAT  STATF. 

COMMCNU'-VTEU    To    THE    SKX.\TE    FEIUIU.VRV    7,     1S32. 

A  MEMOllIAL  to  tl.e  Con,ures.s  of  tlio  Uuiteil  Stati-.s  of  Amurk-i. 

Tu  thf.  honorable  tin'  Sfiiair  ami  House  of  Itepresenfaliref!  o/'  lite  Un tied  Slale.<  of  Aitieriva  in  i 'omjrcs.-i  as!<einbleil  .- 
The  memorial  of  the  legislature  of  the  Htate  of  Mississijiiii  would  most  respectfully  represent:  That 
whereas,  by  a  treaty  recently  ratitjcd  with  the  Clioctaw  tribe  of  Indians,  and  the  i)robalile  formation  of  a 
be  thrown  open  t(.i  settlement  by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  when  this  State  will  have  accomplished 
similar  one,  at  a  period  not  far  distant,  with  the  Chickasaws,  an  extensive  tract  of  country  will  shortly 
that  which  has  been  and  must  be  to  every  new  State  so  grand  a  desideratum,  and  to  which  this  State  has 
been  so  long-  looking,  with  the  most  pleasing  and  gratifying  anticipations,  as  the  only  medium  through 
which  she  might  bo  enabled  to  arrive  at  that  political  importance  and  consequence  in  the  Union  which, 
from  her  extent  and  numerous  local  advantages,  she  is  destined  at  some  time  to  occupy,  from  the  exchange 
of  her  present  unfortunate  and  degraded  population  of  red  men  for  a  numerous,  hardy,  and  industrious  one 
of  free  white  men,  and  her  conse(iuent  municipal  government  throughout  her  chartered  linuts,  she  is  very 
naturally-  directed  to  the  development  of  some  other  many  advantages  and  natural  resources  through  the 
medium  of  internal  improvements. 

Your  memorialists  would  therefore  most  respectfully  represent  to  your  honorable  bi.id_y  that,  from  the 
very  great  extent  of  waste  and  unai)propriated  lands  within  tlie  limits  <if  this  State,  amounting  to  sixteen 
millions  of  acres  or  thereabouts,  and  the  state  of  comparative  infancy  and  vassalage  in  whicli  she  lias  so 
long  been  conlined,  and  the  many  disadvantages  and  inconveniences  under  which  she  lias  been  compelled 
to  labor,  conseijueut  upon  the  occupancy  of  those  lands  by  the  Indians,  togethei-  with  tlie  inunilicent  and 
liberal  policy  heretofore  pursued  by  the  general  gv.ivernment  towards  the  other  new  States  of  this  confed- 
eracy similarly  situated,  she  cannot  but  indulge  the  hope  tliat  an  equal  degree  of  lilierality  and  niunificeuce 
will  be  extended  towards  her  for  the  purposes  of  internal  iiuprovement  above  adverted  to.  Your  memo- 
rialists would  further  represent  to  your  honorable  body,  that  from  the  great  number  of  navigable  streams, 
and  others  tliat  are  susceptible  of  being  made  so,  that  intersect  in  various  directions  the  public  domain 
which  is  hereafter  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  general  government,  the  same  would  be  very  much  enhanced 
in  value  were  the  navigation  of  those  streams  improved,  or  a  liberal  donation  of  land  made  to  this  State 
for  that  purpose,  so  that  their  future  improvement  would  be  rendered  certain.  The  increased  value  given 
to  those  lands,  and  the  consequent  invitation  given  to  competition  for  them  wdieii  brought  into  market, 
would  in  all  probability  secure  to  the  general  government  an  amount  of  money  not  much  diminished  by  such 
donation;  and  taking  into  consideration  the  great  diminution  of  the  national  debt,  and  its  certain  extin- 
guishment at  no  distant  date,  under  the  ordinary  operatiims  of  the  government,  without  tlie  aid  of  those 
lands,  together  with  their  great  extent,  amounting  to  near  three-lifths  of  the  wdiole  State,  and  the 
embarrassments  and  obstructions  heretofore  presented  by  the  quantity  of  those  lands  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  have  been  occupied,  have  always  presented,  to  anything  like  internal  improvement  in  this  State, 
and  a  development  of  her  natural  advantages  b}'  limiting  her  population  to  not  much  more  than  a  large 
county,  j-our  memorialists  are  the  more  encouraged  to  hope  that  tlie  above  premises  will  receive  a  favorable 
consideration  by  your  honorable  body. 

The  expediency  of  a  government  disposing  <jf  lier  public  domain  in  the  manner  heretofore  jiursued  by 
ours  is,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  doubtful.  A  retrospect  of  the  policy  pursued  by  most  other  governments 
on  this  subject,  (of  which  history  furnishes  many  examples,)  shows  "that  ours  is  almost,  if  not  quite,  without 
a  parallel  in  relation  to  her  public  lauds.  The  ownership  of  the  soil  bj^  the  government,  and  the  conse- 
quent host  of  tenantry  incident  to  such  a  state  of  things,  cannot,  under  any  aspect  of  the  subject  in  which 
it  may  be  viewed,  be  favorable  to  our  republican  institutions,  and  to  that  attachment  of  the  people  to  the 
government,  and  interest  in  its  prosperity  and  perpetuity,  which  is  necessary  to  its  stability  and  success- 
ful progress.  It  may  be  said  that  our  government  is  peculiarly  situated  in  respect  to  her  public  lands, 
and  such  is  conceded  to  be  the  fact.  Extensive  tracts  of  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  were  donated, 
and  in  other  ways  granted  to  the  general  government  by  many  of  the  States,  on  the  achievement  of  our 
national  independence,  no  doubt  for  the  purpose  of  paying  oft'  the  debt  of  the  nation,  so  laudably  incurred 
in  our  glorious  struggle  for  emancipation;  and  were  the  discharge  of  this  debt  not  so  nearly  accomplished, 
and  the  capability  of  the  government  speedily  and  entirely  to  extinguish  it  under  its  ordinary  operations, 
without  the  aid  of  those  lauds,  made  clearly 'manifest,  then  would  it  be  more  proper  and  reasonable  that 
they  should  be  husbanded  and  vigilantly  guarded  by  the  general  government  as  an  indispensable  treasure, 
to  be  disbursed  alone  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  seem  in  part  to  have  been  originally  conlided  to  the 
general  government.  But  as  this  state  of  things  does  not  now  exist,  or  at  least  but  in  a  verj'  small  degree, 
it  would  seem  to  your  memorialists  that  they  should   be  disposed  of  on  terms  the  most  favorable  to  iudi- 
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viduals  and  to  the  new  States  in  wliicli  the.y  maj'  be  situaterl,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  them  from  that 
unimproved  state  of  nature  and  backwardness  in  the  scale  of  improvement  to  which  the  circumstances  uf 
their  former  occupancy  has  necessarily  coniined  them. 

Your  memorialists,  on  reviewing  the  many  and  extensive  grants  of  land  made  tu  several  of  the  States 
of  this  union  similarly  situated  to  our  own,  cannot  refrain  from  indulging  the  hope  that  the  prayer  of  the 
forc"-oin^'-  memorial  will  receive  a  favorable  consideration  by  your  honorable  body. 

'^You°  memorialists  woidd  therefore  most  respectfully  pray  your  honorable  body  to  grant  to  this  State 
(iue  million  of  acres  of  land  out  of  the  many  millions  contained  within  its  limits,  for  the  purposes  of 
improving  the  navigable  streams  in  this  State;  and  your  memorialists  will,  as  in  duty  bound,  ever,  &c. 

Itesoiwd  That  his  excellency  the  governor  of  this  State  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  fore- 
going memorial  and  resolution  to  each  of  our  senators  and  to  our  representative  in  Congress. 

'jlesolfed,  That  our  senators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  our  representative  be  requested,  to  use 
their  best  exertions  to  carry  into  eflect  the  provisions  of  the  foregoing  memorial. 

JNO.  L.  IRWIN,  t^peaker  ]}ro  tern,  uf  the  Houiie  of  ItepreHentalives. 
A.  M.  SCOTT,  Lieuk'nanf  Governor  and  Pnvidciit  of  Ihi' Snuile. 
Appnived  December  19,  1S31, 

GERARD  C.  BRANDON 


22d    CoNfiRESS.]  No.  1005.  [LstSes.sion. 

ON    CLAIMS    TO    LAND    IN    MISSOURI. 

COMML'NICATKD    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    FEBRUARY  T,    1832. 

Mr.   C.   JoHN'sox,  from   the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whon;  was  referred  the  petition  of 

Robert  Weatherhcad,  reported: 

The  petitioner  states  that  he  became  the  purchaser  of  a  part  of  a  tract  of  land  in  Lafaj^ette  county, 
Missouri,  patented  by  the  United  States  to  John  Block,  for  640  acres,  on  a  New  Madrid  certificate,  lying- 
in  north  range  25,  township  51,  west  of  the  fifth  principal  meridian  line,  and  section  30;  and  that,  in 
laying  down  said  tract  of  land  by  metes  and  bounds,  the  surveyor  or  locator  stopped  short  of  the  east 
sectional  line  or  boundary  of  section  No.  30,  leaving  on  the  east  boundar}'  of  said  section  a  strip  of  land 
about  30  poles  wide,  and  the  whole  length  of  said  sectional  line,  and  asks  permission  to  purchase  the 
same,  for  the  convenience  and  advantage  of  the  tract  of  land  purchased  by  him,  and  upon  which  he 
resides.  The  committee  do  not  see  any  impropriety  in  permitting  said  AVeatherlioad  to  purchase  at  the 
minimum  price  said  tract  of  land,  and  report  a  bill  accordinglj^. 


22d  Congress.]  No.  1006.  f  1st  Session. 


ON  CONDJTION  OF  THE  OFFICE  OF  THE  SURVEYOR  OP  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS  SOUTH  OP 

TENNESSEE. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    FEBRUARY    9,    1832. 

Surveyor's  Office,  Washington,  Miss.,  November  9,  1831. 

Sir:  I  think  it  a  duty  which  I  owe  to  myself,  to  you,  and  to  the  people  of  this  State,  to  give  you  some 
information  as  to  the  state  of  the  ofiice  of  "surveyor  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee."  I  have  the  more  confidence  in  addressing  you  on  this  subject,  because  you  are  acquainted 
with  the  general  history  of  the  ofiice  from  its  organization.  It  is  known  to  j'ou  that  the  first  surveyor 
general,  Mr.  Briggs,  had  not  the  advantage  oi  a pjradical  knowledge  of  survej'ing,  nor  of  conducting  such 
business,  though  he  was  a  fine  scholar  and  a  great  theorist.  He  had  charge  of  the  olBce  from  some  time 
in  1803  to  the  latter  part  of  1806,  when  he  resigned,  and  Seth  Pease,  esq.,  succeeded  him. 

To  show  you  the  state  of  the  business  when  Mr.  Pease  took  charge  of  the  ofiice,  I  beg  leave  to  enclose 
a  part  of  Mr.  Pease's  communication  on  the  subject  to  Mr.  Gallatin,  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated 
at  this  place,  December  16,  1807,  as  found  on  record  in  his  letter  book,  page  169. 

You  will  perceive  that  Mr.  Briggs  had,  from  the  beginning,  given  the  surveying  of  nearly  or  quite 
all  the  settled  part  of  the  State  west  of  Pearl  river  to  Charles  Defrance  and  George  Davis,  who  were 
authorized  by  Mr.  Briggs  to  appoint  as  many  sub-deputies  as  thc.y  might  think  proper  to  assist  them,  but 
the  returns  to  this  office  were  to  be  made  in  the  names  of  Messrs.  Defrance  and  Davis,  respectively;  that 
Mr.  Briggs,  through  a  mistaken  opinion,  advised  them  that  they  might  charge  four  dollars  per  mile  on  the 
boundaries  of  each  private  claim,  where  the  owner  was  subject  to  the  expense,  which  was  equal  to  eight 
dollars  per  mile  on  all  lines  which  were  common  to  two  or  more  claims;  and  a  considerable  number  of 
the  claims  and  some  public  land,  I  believe,  was  surveyed  under  these  circumstances.  Mr.  Gallatin  gave 
it  as  his  opinion  that  the  charge  was  improper,  and  the  mode  of  charging  was  changed  to  two  dollars 
per  mile  to  each  claimant  in  lines  dividing  their  claims,  making  four  dol'ars  per  mile  for  the  lines  actually 
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ineasurod  and  nuukod  as  the  law  pi-ovidcs.  IhiriiiL;-  this  term  of  tlirco  or  fmu-  yeacs  lar{;-e  advaucvs  wcro 
made  l>y  ^li'-  l^i'ig'S'^  '"  Messrs.  DetVaiiee  and  Davis,  wiio  were  also  inexperienced  in  ])raetieal  surveyin<;-, 
and  in  tiie  manap'ment  of  snrli  a  ri>ni|)licaled  dillienlt  Imsiness.  A  nnniluT  of  snl)-(h'])uties  were  C'mployed, 
nianv  of  whoni  liad  no  practical  experienci'  in  surveyin;.;',  and  some,  it  is  ludieved,  were  iincpialilied  lor 
want  ot'education.  All  this,  with  the  aid  ol' some  dishonest  snixcyors,  tln-e\v  Ihe  work  into  deran.^'ement 
from  the  very  origin  of  it,  and  it  has  never  been,  nor  ever  will  he,  l;-.i1  into  the  order  it  should  have  been. 
•  Mr.  Pease,  in  his  letter,  remarks  that  posts  oidy  wi.'re  set  at  the  corners.  immI  no  t  rei^s  marked  to  aid 
in  per|M'tnatin^!;"  sncli  cc>rners,  so  tliat  lliey  were  sonn  lost,  as  the  most  duralile  wood,  even  of  lar<j;e  size, 
in  this  Country  will  last  bnt  a  lew  years  as  posts.  "  bnt,  the  work  beinn'  ci'ciliird  on  the  books,  he  thonj^'ht, 
it  best  for  the  public  g-ocnl  in  many  instances  to  dispi'nse  with  scriipnlons  nicety;  the  alternative;  woidd 
have  been  attended  with  g'reat  exjieiise  to  the  public  and  delay  of  the  sales."  After  Mr.  Pease  had  jiassed 
this  mass  of  irreclaimable  work,  Mr.  Freeman,  in  a  lew  of  the  last  years  he  held  the  ollice,  became  intem- 
perate in  his  habits,  careh^ss  in  niany  instances,  and  overb(.'aring',  and  jierhaps  partial,  in  others;  made  a 
great  many  alterations  for  the  worse,  it  is  believed,  in  tnaiiy  instances;  and  there  are,  I  believe,  about 
eight'/  township  maps  of  the  settled  part  of  the  State  sent  back  for  corrections  before  patents  will  bo 
issued,  which  maps  are  noic  lying  in  Ihitt  njjiiv  for  timt  purpnt^c.  Ilavinu;  applied  to  tin;  register,  Mr.  Ben- 
jamin L.  C.  Wades,  for  information,  he  repi.irts  to  me  in  writin.g  that  there  were  about  1,427  claims  con- 
tinned  in  this  State  west  of  Pearl  river  by  the  board  of  commissioners,  for  which  787  jilats  had  bei>n 
returned  to  this  ollice,  leaving-  ()64  plats  of  private  claims  yet  to  be  prepared  perhaps  for  that  oflice.  In 
the  years  1828  and  182il  it  appears  to  have  been  the  object  of  the  then  surveyor  general,  Mr.  Turner, 
perhaps  in  compliance  with  unceasin,<;-  demands  from  Louisiana,  to  almost  cover  the  country  with  survey- 
ors, many  of  whom  had  but  little  ex]ierience  in  the  business,  where  the  surveying'  was  of  the  most  costly 
nature  to  the  govenunent  and  exceedingly  intricate  to  perform.  The  two  oflices  of  principal  and  deputy 
surveyors  for  the  eastern  ]iart  of  Louisiana  have  sutlered,  it  is  believed,  from  inexperienced  and  sonie^ 
times  incompetent  persons  having  charge  of  them,  and  the  very  frecjuent  changes  which  have  taken  place 
in  them.  Tiicre  seems  to  have  been  no  settled  system  for  proceeding,  no  forms  to  keep  the  liehl-notes  nor 
make  return  of  them,  and,  in  some  instances,  wA  the  necessary  tinderstanding  of  the  ]u-oper  forms  to 
make  the  survey's  themselves  and  number  the  tracts,  so  as  to  prevent  confusion.  I  lieliev<'  that  no 
appropriation  for  surveyin,g  was  made  by  Congress  in  1830,  by  which  a  vast  mass  of  business  has  been 
accumulated  in  this  office  at  this  time  in  the  examination  of  surve3's  made  within  the  last  two  years. 

The  accMints  known  of,  and  those  supposed  to  exist,  and  contracts  not  yet  comideted,  are  believed 
to  amount  to  nearly  sixlv*  thousand  dollars  at  this  tiiiio.  This  is.  perhaps,  three  or  four  times  as  mucii  as 
anj' surveyor  general  in  this  oiliee  ever  had  on  his  hands  at  one  time,  and  that  of  the  most  intricate 
tedious  nature  to  adjust.  On  examining  the  olHce,  it  is  found  that  there  remain  ol'  the  old  surveys  of 
this  State  the  tield-notes  of  about  32(3  full  townshiiis  and  133  fractional  townships,  enual  to  about  G(J  full 
ones,  makin,g  302  townships  yet  to  be  recorded.  It  is  understood  from  the  clerks  which  have  been 
engaged  in  this  kind  of  business  that  to  record  the  tield-notes  of  three  of  these  townships  per  week  would 
be  as  much  as  could  be  done.  This  work  alon(f,  then,  will  require  one  clerk  constantly  employed  131 
weeks,  equal  to  about  two  years  and  seven  months.  It  would  require  another  competent  clerk  about  as 
long  to  record  the  maps  and  put  them  in  good  order.  Most  of  the  township  maps  which  have  been  con- 
sidered as  recorded  in  this  office  were  copied  on  a  copying  glass,  on  thin  paper,  and  stuck  by  wafers  or 
paste  in  the  record  books  among  the  field-notes,  which  makes  them  difficult  of  access,  and  not  sufficiently 
substantial  for  the  purposes  intended.  The  maps  are  much  oftener  referred  to  than  the  field-notes,  and 
should  be  placed  in  a  book  or  books  to  themselves  in  such  order  as  to  take  one  range  entire  through  the 
district  to  which  they  belong,  and  then  the  next  ran.o'e  entire,  in  numerical  order,  so  that  a  label  on  tlie 
back  of  the  book  would  show  what  particular  maps  were  recorded  within. 

The  records  of  field-notes  should  be  in  the  same  order,  by  districts.  The  maps  and  notes  which 
are  recorded  are  so  intermixed  in  the  few  rcciird  liooks,  without  any  regard  to  the  district  they 
belong  to,  and  whether  east  or  west,  nortli  or  south  of  the  basis  lines  from  which  they  are  numbered,  that 
it  is  a  very  tedious  business  to  find  them.  The  maps,  in  most  instances,  have  had  erasures  and  altera- 
tions, and  plats  of  private  claims  inserted  in  them,  which  claims  were  not  known  of  at  first,  till  many  of 
them  are  not  now  fit  for  records,  and  ought  to  be  renewed  entire.  Many  of  the  maps  are  not  si,gncd,  and 
even  the  district  they  belong  to  omitted,  and  we  have  only  to  take  it  for  granted  that  they  are  official 
because  they  arc  in  the  office.  The  field-notes  returned  by  the  deputy  surveyors  in  many  instances,  I 
believe,  are  not  signed.  There  are  notes  of  surveys  of  difl'erent  districts,  and  indeed  of  ditferent  States, 
mixed  in  the  same  small  books,  or  sheets  of  paper  tacked  together,  of  difterent  dates,  without  the  slightest 
reference  on  the  outside  as  to  the  townships.  My  knowledge  of  the  names  of  water-courses,  or  the  hand- 
writing of  the  persons,  &c.,  may  enable  me  to  make  some  use  of  these  loose  scraps  and  perishable 
materials,  but  without  record  boedis  to  arrange  and  record  them,  and  clerks  to  do  it,  they  will  soon  lie 
perfectly  useless.  Washington  county,  that  was  once  in  this  State,  has  been  nearly  all  included  in 
Alabama  State,  yet  there  is  a  small  part  of  it  left,  but  it  has  lost  its  name;  still  tlie  field-notes  and  maps 
bear  that  name,  without,  in  some  instances,  distinguishing  the  district  to  which  they  belong  as  "east  of 
Pearl  river,"  and  north  or  south  of  the  thirty-first  degree  of  latitude.  There  is  now  another  Washington 
county  in  this  State,  and  persons  may  have  the  handling  of  the  books  and  papers  of  this  office  in  time 
who  may  make  great  mistakes  from  these  names.  There  is  a  propriety  and  necessitj^  of  arranging  all 
the  books  and  papers,  and  adding  notes  of  explanation  to  some  and  renewing  others.  The  S(}oner  this 
business  is  doiie  the  better.  There  are  two  large  record  books  here  which  I  think  were  ordered  by  Mr. 
Davis,  then  surveyor  general.  They  are  full,  however,  and  should  be  laid  by,  like  m(.inmnents,  to  be 
looked  at,  but  not  handled.  I  think  Mr.  Davis  once  told  me  it  was  for  the  sake  of  economy  they  were 
made.  This  sort  of  mistaken  economy,  which  dispensed  with  record  books  and  clerk  hire,  has,  I  think, 
been  carried  to  that  extent  liere  that  will  finally  economize  the  government  out  of  some  thousands  of 
dollars  to  regain  the  information  which  might  have  been  had  and  preserved  by  a  few  hundred  dollars  in 
record  books  and  clerk  hire. 

You  will  probably  begin  to  think  that  the  bad  state  of  the  business  of  the  office  is  entirely  owing  to 
a  want  of  due  exertions,  management,  and  care  of  tliose  who  had  charge  of  the  office.  There  has  been  a 
most  extraordinary  want  of  system  and  care  as  to  forms  and  plans  of  carrying  on  the  work;  a  want  of 
care  in  designating  the  districts  on  the  respective  field  books,  as  well  as  particular  townships,  whether 
north,  soutli,  east  or  west  of  the  respective  basis  lines  from  which  they  arc  numbered,  without  which  the 
returns,  in  fact,  are  useless.  There  has  been  a  most  extraordinary  want  of  a  suitable  uniform  mode  of 
taking  field-notes  in  the  W'.iods  and  signing  them  with  the  proper  names  of  the  deputies,  the  chain-carriers, 
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and  the  approval  or  disapproval  of  the  surveyor  general;  also  in  arranging-  the  field  books  in  such  order 
that  all  the  notes  relating  to  anj'  one  township  could  have  been  put  together  and  kept  so  without  being 
interspersed  in  many  loose  pieces  of  paper,  and  scattered  in  many  parcels.  The  notes  and  maps  of  about 
twenty-four  townships  east  of  Pearl  river,  the  surveys  of  which  were  paid  for  from  1821  to  1824,  are  not 
fnund  in  this  dflice  nor  at  the  General  Land  Office.  It  is  expected,  however,  that  they  may  be  with  the 
hite  princijial  dejiuty  surveyor  for  the  district  east  of  the  island  of  New  Orleans.  The  principal  deputy 
surveyors  have,  in  some  measure,  I  believe,  been  treated  as  officers  independent  of  tliis  office,  and  accounts 
made  by  them  were  paid  without  requiring  the  return  of  field-notes  and  maps  from  them. 

The  government,  or  the  rejiresentatives  troui  this  State,  I  think,  have  been  blameable  in  the  following 
respects:  It  has  been  a  constant  Cduiplaint  iigainst  the  government  since  my  acquaintance  with  the 
business,  which  has  been  since  the  year  1804,  that  a  sufficient  number  of  clerks  were  not  provided  for  to 
keep  up  the  records:  that  the  necessary  books,  stationery,  and  contingent  expenses  were  not  allowed. 
The  several  boards  of  commissioners  for  adjusting  claims  in  tiiis  State  and  Louisiana,  as  well  as  the 
registers  and  receivers,  when  acting  in  that  business,  were  complaining  on  these  grounds  as  related  to 
themselves.  The  mass  of  business  in  all  these  offices  has  exceeded  previous  expectations,  yet  sufficient 
relief  was  not  affijrded.  A  few  hundred  dollars  in  due  time  in  these  matters  might  have  been  of  more 
service  tlian  as  nuiny  thousands  when  it  is  too  late.  Tiie  government  did  furnisii  this  office  with  some 
books  and  stationery,  but  the  offices  of  the  principal  deput_y  surveyors  of  Louisiana,  which  were  consti- 
tuted by  law  as  branches  of  this  office,  were  not  fui'iiished  with  the  necessary  stationery.  After  com- 
plaining about  two  3'ears,  as  jirincipal  deputy  surveyor  of  tlie  southwestern  district  of  Louisiana,  I  was 
allowed  to  procure  record  books  for  field-notes  and  the  township  maps,  but  had  to  pay  out  of  my  private 
funds  for  paper  and  all  other  materials  for  the  oflice.  The  paper  and  other  stationery  at  the  first  outset 
cost  me  $110;  the  transportation  then  to  Opelousas  cost  about  $.50.  There  were  many  surveyors  to 
instruct  as  to  the  mode  of  surveying  and  other  duties,  which  I  could  not  get  time  to  do  in  writing,  and 
therefore  made  general  instructions,  as  far  as  practicable,  which  I  caused  to  be  printed,  and  which  cost 
$50.  This  expense,  too,  was  refused  by  the  government,  and  I  paid  it.  No  office  rent,  nor  office  furniture, 
I  believe,  was  ever  allowed  me,  or  very  little.  By  these  means  it  has  happened,  in  a  great  measure,  that 
there  was  nowhere  suitable  houses  procured,  and  the  necessary  furniture,  as  desks  and  cases  for  the  safe- 
keeping of  the  papers  and  books.  It  is  yet  so;  there  is  not  half  sufficient  furniture  here  for  the  safe- 
keeping of  the  papers.  The  mice,  roaches,  and  crickets,  all  have  free  access  to  them;  and  the  mice  may 
and  do  make  beds  out  of  old  field-notes.  Roaches  are  very  destructive  to  papers,  and  cannot  be  kept  out 
without  cldse  cases.  Office  rent  must  come  out  of  the  salary'  of  the  officer;  his  firewood  and  office  furni- 
ture, and  many  otiier  expenses,  are  considerable  in  this  country.  A  small  house,  therefore,  must  be  put 
uj)  with,  and,  to  get  room,  the  [lapers  are  thrown  into  old  boxes  and  put  nut  of  the  way;  the  roof  leaks, 
perhaps,  and  injures  the  books  and  papers,  and  at  last  the  government  is  tlie  loser  for  too  much  economy. 
For  an  office  requiring  so  much  room,  and  of  so  much  importance  to  individuals  as  well  as  the  general 
government,  as  are  all  the  offices  of  the  surveyors  general,  rent  to  a  moderate  and  reasonable  amount, 
say  ten  dollars  per  month,  at  least,  should  be  paid  by  th5  government.  It  would  not  be  complained  of  by 
the  nation,  but  applauded.  I  have  often  heard  persons  express  their  sin-prise  at  the  jienurinus,  mistaken 
economy  of  the  government  in  relation  to  public  offices. 

1  beg  leave  to  draw  your  attention,  especially,  to  the  manner  of  obtaining  the  information  necessary 
for  this  office  from  the  two  registers'  offices  east  and  west  of  Pearl  river.  It  is  known  to  you  that  the 
claimants  were  required  by  law  to  file  with  the  registers  all  their  title  papers;  the  papers  were  recorded 
there,  or  such  as  were  necessary  for  deciding-  on  and  adjusting  the  claims.  The  titles  of  this  State  were, 
many  of  them,  in  the  Spanish  language;  a  translator  was  appointed  for  the  use  of  the  commissioners,  but 
not  for  the  surveying  department;  nor  has  there  been  any  provisions  that  I  know  of  for  this  State  to 
enable  the  surveying  department  to  get  the  proper  information  fnjm  the  registers'  offices.  It  is  impracti- 
cable to  procure  the  information  from  the  claimants,  because  of  their  absence  from  home,  their  engage- 
ments in  business,  and  sometimes  their  want  of  willingness  to  attend  tn  it,  or  to  have  the  matter  investi- 
gated, and  refusal  to  pay  the  expense  of  a  survey  or  resurvey.  The  titles  of  minors,  too,  cannot  always 
be  come  at.  It  is  therefbre  necessary  that  application  should  be  made  to  the  registers.  If  there  is  no  law 
requiring  them  to  give  the  information,  they  may  put  it  off  until  it  will  suit  their  convenience;  besides,  it 
is  grating  to  the  feelings  of  public  officers  to  be  always  begging  favors  of  otlier  pulilic  officers,  without 
paying  tliem  for  what  is  considered  extra  duty.  In  this  respect,  it  appears  the  representatives  from 
Louisiana  have  been  much  more  attentive  to  the  interest  of  their  State  than  those  of  Mississippi.  There 
was_  an  act  of  Congress  passed  on  the  ISth  April,  1814,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  certificates  of 
confirmation  of  claims  to  lands  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  requiring  the  respective  registers  to  furnisii  the 
principal  deputy  surveyors  of  their  district  with  a  list  of  all  confirmed  claims,  whether  reported  and 
confirmed  by  act  of  Congress  or  otherwise,  together  with  the  proper  descriptions  of  the  tracts  to  be 
surveyed,  wlierein  the  quantitij,  locality,  and  connc.rion,  when  pradicablr,  irilh  each  oilier,  dc;  which  tracts 
were  to  be  surveyed,  or  resurveyed,  if  necessary,  at  the  ea-pense  of  the  government,  and  not,  as  was  gene- 
rally the  case  in  this  State,  at  the  expense  of  the  claimant.  This  very  judicious  and  equitable  course 
enabled  the  surveyors  in  that  State  to  progress  in  the  most  speedy  and  correct  manner  witli  the  surveys, 
both  public  and  private;  and  the  attention  of  the  survej-or  general  at  this  office  has  been  several  j'cars 
principally  drawn  to  that  State.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  deputy  surveyor  should  have  all 
proper  information  from  the  title  papers,  and  sometimes  oral  testimony,  to  enable  him  to  make  correct 
surveys  or  resurveys;  and  like  information  is  indispensably  necessary  to  enalde  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment to  judge  of  its  correctness  when  done.  It  is,  therefore,  surprising  that  this  information  has  never 
been  put  into  the  power  of  the  surveying  department  of  this  State,  except  by  driblets,  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  claimants,  or  as  the  surveyors  might  beg  it  from  the  registers.  It  is  indispensable,  too,  that  the 
Spanish  language,  relative  to  the  locality,  quantity,  and  boundaries,  should  be  translated  for  the  surveyor, 
and  a  true  copy  of  every  Spanish  plat,  or  other  plat,  filed  in  the  register's  office,  should  be  furnished  to 
tlie  surveying  department.  The  register  should  be  authorized  to  employ  a  translator  to  assist  him,  and 
he  should  be  paid,  as  well  as  the  translator,  a  reasonable  extra  compensation  for  that  service.  It  would 
not  now  be  necessary,  I  presume,  to  get  out  a  great  many  extracts  and  copies;  but  for  all  claims  not  yet 
properly  surveyed  and  laid  down  in  the  townshi))  maps,  these  extracts  and  copies  should  be  required,  as 
well  as  the  adjoining  claims,  in  cases  where  it  was  necessary  for  proper  connexion.  Until  this  course  is 
taken,  the  surveys  of  this  State  will  remain  uncertain  and  unsettled,  and  now  and  then  a  piece  of  land, 
sold  by  the  I  nited  States  as  public  property,  and  perhaps  well  improved  by  the  purchaser,  may  be  taken 
by  confirmed  claims. 
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The  surveying-  deparliiieiit  has  no  means  of  kimwiiif;'  how  many  claims  have  been  coufirined,  nor 
where  ihey  are  situate(l.  For  want  ol'  the  proper  information  from  tiie  reg'ister's  olHce,  a  g'ooil  many 
survovs,  it  is  believeil,  hav(^  been  retnrned  in  tiie  names  of  tiie  oeenpants,  and  not,  as  they  shonid  iiavt; 
been,  in  the  name  of  tiie  person  to  wiiom  tliey  were  eonfu'ined;  and  eonsiMpiently  tiie  patents  cannot  be 
issued,  tlion.u'h  the  snrvey  itself  may  lie  eorrerl.  An  entire  list  of  all  conlii-med  claims  slionid  now  bi^ 
furnished,  with  their  jiroper  nuniliers,  and  the  names  of  the  orig'inal  elainiant,  as  w(dl  as  that  of  the  con- 
firmee, that  we  may  ascertain  which  has  been  snrveyeil  and  which  has  iml.  I'n.iii  the  register's  own 
account,  furnished  to  me  in  writing,  it  would  seem  that  not  many  more  than  half  the  sni'veys  of  claims 
have  been  returned  to  this  ollice.  It  is  certainly  lime  that  some  investigation  shunhi  lie  had  In  tliis  busi- 
ness, before  patents  can  safely  be  issued  for  coidlinied  elaims  or  lands  sold  by  the  gnvernment  as  public, 
land. 

I  lieg'  leave  now  to  suggest  to  you  the  absulnte  necessity  of  appnipriating'  a  reasonalde  sum  fur  at 
least  two  or  three  competent  clerks,  in  addition  to  the  twu  nnw  allnwcd  by  law  in  this  (illii;e.  in  the 
present  deranged  cliaor^  state  of  the  papers  in  the  ollice,  and  the  lecurding  being  several  years  in  arrears, 
it  would  be  fully  to  think  uf  doing'  anything  with  it  without  the  necessary  assistance.  1  take  it  for 
n-ranted  that  tlu'  pei'|ile  of  this  State  will  urge  the  immediate  surveying  of  the  euuiily  lately  aciiuired 
trom  the  Choctaws.  Theic  will  be  nmre  than  amide  em)iloyment  for  myself  and  the  two  clerks  now 
allowed  to  examint'  and  prepare  the  returns  of  surveys  which  will  probably  be  made  in  that  district.  If 
the  government  shonid  coni]ily  with  the  wishes  of  the  peojile,  it  will  be  best  to  allow  a  sullicient  nnmlicr 
of  clerks  to  record  the  surveys  and  keep  the  business  uji.  There  is  no  advantage  in  delay  in  that  matter. 
I  can  superintend  and  i'orce  the  work  to  great  advantage  to  tli(>  government  by  having-  pro])er  aid.  It  is 
worse  than  useless  to  deh'.y  it  from  year  to  year  for  want  nf  a  few  hundred  dollars  in  clerk  hire,  with  the 
necessary  record  books.  If  the  work  is  ]iressed  on  me,  as  has  been  the  case  very  g'enerally  heretofore 
with  my  jiredeccssors,  too  fast  for  proper  examination,  it  must  then,  from  necessity,  pass,  as  they  passed 
it,  with  a  slight  superficial  examination,  and  the  rt'cording'  must  be  laid  aside.  I  dread  this  state  uf  things 
in  the  oftice. 

I  enclose  a  map  representing  the  tiiwnshi)is  in  the  three  districts  which  have  been  laid  out  in  this 
State,  and  have  colored  those  townships  of  which  the  Jhid-votex  have  been  recorded;  you  niay,  theref(jre, 
at  one  view,  sec  what  is  yet  to  be  reciu'ded  to  bring  up  the  business.  The  President  has  shown  every 
disposition  to  hasten  the  settlement  of  the  country  by  his  active  and  liberal  measures  in  treating  with 
the  Indians,  and  aiding  them  to  remove.  The  present  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  Mr. 
Hayward,  has  shown  his  zeal  in  forwarding-  these  views,  and  his  desire  to  see  the  land  titles  of  this  Stati' 
upon  a  safe  and  unchangeable  foundation,  by  sending-  a  competent  agent  from  the  (Jeneral  Land  Office  to 
investigate  the  state  of  this  office  and  to  ascertain  the  reason  why  patents  cannot  be  safely  issued.  Mr. 
King,  the  agent,  has  examined  the  ofiicc  thoroughly,  overhauling  the  ohl  tattered  papers  which  have, 
perhaps  for  years,  lain  quiet  in  old  drawers  and  boxes,  and  will.  I  believe,  on  your  application,  give  you 
a  full  and  fair  account  of  the  state  of  tlie  business;  he  will  aid  you  all  in  his  power,  with  the  inlluence  of 
Mr.  Hayward,  to  put  the  office  on  a  proper  footing.  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  you  the  jiroprietN'  of  com- 
municating with  Mr.  Hayward  and  his  agent,  Mr.  King,  on  this  subject.  There  has  unif irmly  been  too 
nuich  business  pressed  on  this  office  for  the  nuinlier  of  clerks  employed. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  present  this  for  the  information  of  your  honorable  colleague.  Judge  Ellis,  who, 
I  believe,  on  being   made   acquainted  with  what  is  nec(_'ssary,  will   give   you   his   active   support  for  the 
benefit  of  the  State  and  general  government.     I  send  a  copy  fir  the  lion.  .Mr.  I'lummcr. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

CilDEON  FITZ,  Siirveijor  of  Uni/fd  Slafrs  lands  .^ijuIJi  nf  Tenneg.sei'. 

Hon.  George   PoixnEXTKn,  Srnalur  in  Coiiijres:^. 

Note. — The  communication  from  Mr.  Pease  to  Mr.  (Gallatin,  above  referred  to,  is  withheld  on  account 
of  its  length. 
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ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    ALABAMA     UNDER     A     GRANT    FROM    GEORGIA. 

COMMrXICVTEn  TO  THE  HOCSE  of  UEI'UKSENT.VTIVES   KEIUtlMRV   tl,    1^32. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  South  Carnlina,  from   the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 

John  Rhea,  reported: 

This  is  another  Yazoo  case.  The  petitioner  claims,  under  a  grant  i'roni  the  State  of  Georgia  to 
Zachariah  Cox  and  Matthias  Maher,  between  twent.y  and  thirty  thousand  acres  of  land  iu  the  now  State  of 
Alabama,  which  claims  were  regularly  relinquished  to  the  United  States  under  the  act  of  1814,  entitled 
"  An  act  providing  for  the  indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory.'' 
The  claim  of  the  petitioner  is  embraced  in  the  second  class  of  cases,  so  designated  and  decided  on  by  the 
board  of  commissioners;  and,  as  the  committee  fully  concur  with  the  board  on  the  grounds  on  which  the 
same  was  adjudged  and  determined,  they  subjoin  the  decision  for  the  information  (if  the  House.  The  com- 
mittee ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  claim. 


Department  of  State,  WaMnglon,  Febni.ari/  7,  1832. 

Sir:   In  compliance  with  your  request,  as  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  I  am  directed  by  the 
Secretary  to  communicate,  for  the  use  of  the  committee,  the  papers  on  tile  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  John 
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Rhea,  on  account  of  the  Yazoo  lands.  These  papers  arc  numbered,  in  red  ink,  from  1  to  11  inclusive,  and 
the  committee  will  please  to  return  them  to  this  department,  to  be  restored  to  the  files,  the  claim  having 
been  surrendered  to  the  LTnited  States  agreeably  to'the  terms  of  the  law  providing  for  their  settlement. 

Accompanying  the  papers  is  tiie  decision  of  the  commissioners  in  relation  to  the  class  of  claims  to 
which,  it  is  believed,  that  of  Mr.  Kliea  belongs. 

I  have  the  lionor  to  be,  very  respcctfuUv,  yi.iur  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  BRENT. 
Wariikn  1!.  Davis,  Esii.,  GJiairmrni  JmU'ianj  CammUlee. 


YAZOO  CLAIMS. 
Decision  of  the  rohnnitid.oners  refprdiiig  certain  r/ax.sr.s  of  claims. 

Tiie  biiarJ  ol'  commissioners,  having  taken  into  consideralinn  Iho  claims  niider  and  in  tlie  name  of  the 
Tennessee  Company,  has  finally  adjudged  and  determined  thereon.  Abundant  time  has  been  allowed  to 
all  interested  parties  to  produce  competent  evidence,  and  ikj  benefit  can  be  expected  to  result  from  any 
further  delay  in  pronouncing  its  decision. 

The  claims  under  this  company  consist  of  two  classes  The  first  class  comprises  (hose  claims  that  are 
founded  on  the  scrip  originally  issued  by  tha  grantees  from  Georgia,  Z.  Co.x  and  M.  Maher,  and  under  the 
deeds  which  were  substituted  for  the  scrip  on  the  payment  of  the  consideration  money. 

Secondl.y.  The  second  class  consists  of  those  claimants  who  claim  inider  certain  deeds  executed  by  Z. 
Cox  of  portions  of  tiie  territory  designated  by  metes  and  boundaries. 

It  is  the  judgment  of  the  board  that  the  right  of  the  first  class  of  claimants  to  indennufication  has  been 
fully  established.  The  grant  of  the  State  of  (ieorgia  to  Z.  Cox  and  M.  Maher  and  their  associates,  in  fee 
simple,  as  tenants  in  common,  and  not  as  joint  tenants;  the  division  of  the  property  of  the  company  into 
four  hundred  and  twenty  shares;  the  issue  of  scrij)  to  that  amount  to  their  several  associates,  whereby  the 
members  of  the  company  were  identified;  and  that  the  execution  nf  deeds  to  those  scrip-liolders  who  had 
paid  up  the  consideration  money,  entitling  each  of  tlie  grantees  to  1420th  part  of  the  territory,  fully 
substantiate  the  right  of  this  class  of  claimants  tn  indemnification,  and  the  board  would  have  decided  at 
an  earlier  period  on  their  case  if  it  had  not  wished  to  allow  every  opportunity  to  the  second  class  of 
claimants  to  collect  all  possilde  evidence  in  their  behalf 

It  is,  however,  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  the  second  class  of  claimants,  under  deeds  executed  by 
Z.  Cox,  is  not  entitled  to  indenn)ificatif)n.  No  evidence  has  been  exhibited  tiiat  Z.  Cox  was  ever  authorized, 
as  original  or  special  agent  of  the  company,  to  execute  such  conveyances.  Even  if  Cox  and  Maher,  the 
grantees  named,  had  been  authorized  to  execute  such  conve_yances,  it  has  not  appeared  that  Z.  Cox  was 
ever  authorized  alone.  The  only  authority  tiiat  has  been  produced  in  his  justification  is  a  power  of  attor- 
ney from  M.  !N[alier  to  Z.  Cox,  A.  Harjier,  and  A.  Jackson,  whereby  two  of  the  attorneys  were  required  to 
join  in  all  acts  performed  on  his  behalf  These  attorneys  never  united  with  Cox  in  the  execution  of  these 
deeds,  and  never  sanctioned  them  by  any  act,  even  if  the  power  from  M.  Maher  had  been  strictly  pursued. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  the  claim  of  the  grantees,  by  metes  and  bounds,  would  not  have  been  sup- 
ported unless  evidence  had  been  produced  that  Z.  Cox  and  M.  Maher  were  duly  authorized  by  the  company 
to  make  such  conveyances.  The  mere  circumstance  of  their  names  being  mentioned  in  the  act  of  Georgia, 
and  in  the  sale,  cannot  be  construed  to  be  such  a  power  as  would  have  authorized  them,  after  the  grants 
made  to  their  associates,  which  was  the  performance  of  their  trust,  to  annul  or  invalidate  their  own  con- 
veyances by  subsequent  grants  to  others. 

The  board  does  not  think  there  is  any  foundation  fiir  the  argument  of  tlie  counsel  of  these  claimants 
that  the  members  of  the  Tennessee  Company  are  h>  be  regarded  as  partners  according  to  the  law  merchant, 
and  the  territory  granted  as  the  stock  and  efl'ects  of  their  trade.  That,  therefore,  the  act  of  Z.  Cox,  one  of 
the  partners,  in  c<iuveying  portions  of  the  territory,  must  bind  his  copartners.  It  is  the  misfortune  of  this 
argument,  even  if  it  were  sound,  that  there  is  no  evidence  that  Cox  was  a  partner  or  held  a  single  share 
in  the  conqjany  at  the  time  he  made  tiiese  conveyances;  but,  on  the  contrarj',  his  conduct  affords  the 
strongest  presumption  that  he  had  parted  with  all  his  legal  claims  before  ho  executed  these  deeds.  But 
the  board  is  deciih.'dly  of  opinion  that  the  position  of  the  counsel  is  intrinsically  unsound.  No  authority' 
or  precedent  can  be  produced  that  real  ]iroperty  was  ever  considered  in  law  or  equity  so  far  like  chattel 
or  stock  in  trade  that  one  shareholder,  whether  a  joint  tenant  or  tenant  in  common,  could  convey  the 
whole.  Such  a  position  directly  coidlicts  with  every  jn-ineiple  of  law  on  which  the  title  to  real  estates  in 
this  country  is  founded. 

The  fair,  obvious  construction  of  the  grant  from  Georgia,  and  the  deed  between  the  parties,  also  in- 
validate the  position  taken  by  the  counsel,  and  fullj'  prove  that  the  members  of  the  company  tliemselves 
never  considered  their  property  in  the  territory  as  subject  to  tliis  principle  of  the  commercial  law.  All 
the  title  papers  make  them  tenants  in  common,  and  provision  is  made  in  the  deeds  (which  were  issued  in 
lieu  of  the  certificates)  for  a  division  of  the  territory  into  420  parts,  in  order  that  it  might  be  distributed 
by  ballot  among  the  members.  The  argument  of  the  counsel  would  go  to  show  that  anj'  one  member  of 
the  companj'  who  held  a  420th  part  could  convey  the  wliole  of  the  territory  as  well  as  his  own  share.  The 
same  argument  would  make  the  deed  of  any  one  member  equally  binding  with  the  deed  of  Z.  Cox. 

In  consideration,  however,  of  the  respectability  of  the  claimants  under  the  deeds  from  Z.  Cox,  and  the 
apparent  adequacy  of  the  consideration  and  honest}-  of  the  views  of  the  grantees,  time  was  given  by  the 
board  to  enable  tiiese  claimants,  by  metes  and  bounds,  to  raise  an  equity  in  their  favor  which  would  be 
binding  on  the  claims  of  the  otiier  class  of  claimants.  But  the  board  is  of  opinion  that  no  such  equity  has 
been  cstablislied  in  their  favor. 

It  was  presumed  that  proof  might  be  exhiliited  that  Cox,  or  Co.x  and  Maher,  had  been  fully  authorized, 
as  agents  of  the  company,  to  make  such  particular  conveyances,  luit  no  such  evidence  lias  been,  or  can  be, 
exhibited;  and  even  if  they  had  been  jointly  authorized  to  do  so  by  the  company,  it  does  not  appear  that 
M.  Maher  ever  constituted  Z.  Cox  an  attorney  to  make  such  conveyances  alone. 

It  was  al.so  iu'(,'.suined  tiiat  it  would  appear  that  Z.  Cox  had  not  disposed  of  all  the  certificates  he 
originally  held  in  the  company  at  the  time  he  fraudulently  executed  these.  No  evidence,  however,  has 
been  produced  that  he  held  these  certificates  at  the  date  of  these  conveyances.     On  the  contrary,  it  may 
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be  justly  presumed  that,  as  Cnx's  sole  view  in  niakiiif;'  sncli  salt's  was  to  raise  ini.iU'V,  l)i'  would  unl  li:iv(' 
resorted  to  these  sales  lor  that  purjiose,  (while  he  eould  hy  fair  ui(-ans  have  olitained  his  end;)  thai  Ik; 
would  not  have  executed  sueh  defective  conveyanci'S  while  he  had  any  Iriial  tithes  In  dis]i(isi'  nf. 

It  was  also  expected  that  it  inii;'ht  appear  that  these  sales  were  made  fur  the  peipose  of  discliai-L;-iiipj 
debts  and  expenses  which  Cox  had  eontracled  on  good  g'rounds  for  the  interest  of  Ihe  compaiiy;  and  with 
this  view  the  board  heard  all  the  allegations  of  Cox  (not  as  evidence,  hut  as  the  means  of  obtaining 
further  information  by  inquiry)  in  behalf  of  these  claimants,  by  metes  and  bounds.  JSut  he  has  exhibited 
no  accounts  to  the  board  to  show  that  such  necessary  disbursements  were  made  by  him  for  the  concern, 
or  that  the  lu-occcds  of  these  sales  were  appropriated  to  the  service  of  the  coniiiany.  Therefoie,  on  a  full 
view  of  the  subject,  the  board  is  compelled  to  regard   the   act  of  Cox  in  executing  these  eou\'eyances  in 

the  same  light  in  whit'h  they  regard  his  withdrawal  o|' dollars  fi.ini  the  treasury  of  (ii-nrgia  after 

he  had  parted  with  all  his  title  in  the  t-om)iany;  and  tlii'y  lament  the  necessity  wliieh  cmiiiimIs  Ihcni  to 
decide  against  the  many  meritorious  claimants  under  such  ilefective  titles. 

On  the  subject  of  the  amount  of  the  indemnification  to  be  allowed  to  the  claimants,  a  (|uestiuii   arose 

whether  a  deduction  ought  not  to  be  made  lor  the  50,000  acres  reserved  by  the sei'tion  of  the  act  ol' 

Georgia,  as  a  comiiensation  to  the  connnission(>rs  appointeil  by  the  State  of  Georgia  for  the  jnirpose  of 
examining  the  i|uantity  and  quality  of  the  land  on  the  (Jrcat  Bend  of  the  Temiessee  river.  Hut  the  board 
is  of  opinion,  after  a  full  investigation  of  the  question,  that  such  a  deduction  ought  not  to  be  made.  The 
terms  of  the  act  of  March  31,  ISLi,  give  the  indemnilication  "  to  the  persons  claiming"  in  the  name  of,  and 
imder  the  Tennessee  Companj'.     Hut  the  claim  of  the  couimissioners  to  the  reserved  land  is  not  derived 

from  the  Tennessee  Company,  but  is  founded  o!i  the section  of  the  act  of  Georgia.     The  patent  from 

Georgia  also  reserves  this  land  from  the  grant  made  to  the  Tennessee  (^impany.  The  settlement  of  this 
claim  must,  therefore,  be  provided  for  by  subsequent  act  of  legislation. 

It  is  therefore  adjudged  by  the  board  that  each  <.f  Ihr  claimants  ol  the  first  class  is  enlitlecl  fur  each 
scrip,  or  each  deed  substituted  for  scrip,  that  has  been  released  to  the  I'nited  States,  lo  oni'  4:>0tli  iiai't  ol' 
the  indemnilication. 


22d     Con-grkss.]  No.    1008.  [1st  SEssioy. 

0\    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIAXA. 

CUMMUNIC.iTED  To  THE  HOU.-^E  OF  r.EI'KESEXT.lTIVES  KEBRCiRY   10,    1832. 

Mr.  Bci.i..\RP.  from  the  Committee  on  Private   Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  iietition  of  the  heirs 

of  Louis  l^ellerin,  deceased,  reported: 

That  it  is  shown  to  their  satisfaction,  b^-  legal  evidence,  that,  in  the  j-ear  1764,  the  governor  of 
Louisiana,  Dabbadie,  granted,  in  the  usual  form,  the  land  claimed  to  the  ancestors  of  the  petitioners,  Louis 
Pellerin,  to  wit:  a  prairie,  called  the  Prairie  Bassr,  having  a  front  of  sixty-three  arpents,  by  a  depth  of  one 
hundred  and  twentj^-six,  equal  to  a  superficies  of  seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-eight  arpents.  It 
appears,  by  evidence  taken  before  the  commissioners  at  Opehmsas,  that  this  land  is  occupied;  but  whether 
by  those  deriving  title  from  the  petitioners  does  not  appear. 

The  grant  being,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  a  valid  one.  it  ought  t<i  be  confirmed;  and  the  com- 
mittee rep<jrt  a  bill  to  that  effect. 


22d  Congress.]  No.    100!>.  [1st  Session. 

APPLICATION  OF  INDIANA  FOR  A  DISCPETIONARY  POWER  TO  DISPOSE  OF  THE  LANDS 
GRANTED  TO  THAT  STATE   FOR  CANALS,  ETC. 

COMMUXIC.iTED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESEXT.WIVES    FEBRUARY    13,     1832. 

A  MEMORIAL  AND  JOINT  RESOLUTION  relative  to  a  survey  of  the  Maumee  river,  and  askiog  of  Congres.>!,  in  favor  of 
Indiana,  discretionary  powers  as  to  the  disposition  of  our  canal  lands  lying  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana  respectfully  represent  that,  influenced  by  the  general 
welfare  and  stimulated  by  the  grant  of  land  made  to  this  State  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  2,  1827, 
of  an  extent  correspondent  with  the  whole  length  of  a  canal  to  connect  the  waters  of  the  Wabash  with 
Lake  Erie,  this  State  has  embarked  in  the  disposal  of  a  part  of  said  lands  for  the  purpose  of  commencing 
the  construction  of  a  portion  of  said  canal  lying  within  her  boundaries,  trusting  that  the  donation  of  lands 
and  her  mutual  interests  would  equally  insure  the  concurrent  action  of  tlio  State  of  Ohio  in  constructing  a 
part  of  said  canal,  which  must  extend  through  her  limits  to  accomplish  the  object  lirst  contemplated;  but 
owing  probably  to  her  engagement  in  other  works  of  improvement,  or  for  other  reasons,  the  State  of 
Ohio  has  not  thus  far  ratified  a  negotiation  entered  into  a  year  since,  under  the  authority  of  the  legisla- 
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lures  of  the  respective   States   by  their  cnnimissioners  by  which   Indiana  offered  a  relinquishment  of  Iho 
land  donated  within  tlie  boundaries  of  Oliio  to  construct  that  portion  of  said  canal. 

Wherefore  to  enable  tiiis  State,  if  it  be. necessary,  under  lier  own  aiithority  to  effect  the  extension  of 
the  connexion  aforesaid  with  the  waters  of  Lake  Erie,  which  is  essential  to  render  the  construction  of 
the  part  of  the  canal  in  Indiana  of  proper  avail,  this  general  assembly  respectfully  solicit  that  an  exam- 
ination of  the  Mauniee  river  be  forthwith  made  to  ascertain  the  practicability  of  effecting  a  steamboat 
slackwater  navigation  to  connect  the  line  of  canal  in  this  State  with  Lake  Erie,  either  l)y  a  corps  of 
engineers  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States  or  under  authority  to  be  given  to  this  State;  and 
that  the  lands  thereupon  accruing  to  this  State  for  t!ie  prosecution  of  said  canal,  as  heretofore  jjrovided, 
through  the  State  of  Ohi(j  niaj'  be  conditionally  changed,  and  the  terms  of  the  said  grant  so  modilied, 
and  the  power  of  Indiana  so  I'ar  extended  that  she  may  at  her  discretion  appropriate  the  same  to  the 
improvement  of  the  Maumee  river  (a  reserved  public  highway  of  the  United  States)  as  may  make  its 
navigation  east  of  the  boundary  line  of  this  State  a  sufficient  extension  of  the  contemplated  connexion 
of  tlie  waters  (if  the  Wabasli  with  those  of  Lake  Erie.     Therefore — 

Jiesohvd  by  the  general  a.'i.<:embli/  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  That  our  senators  in  Congress  bo  instructed,  and 
our  representatives  requested,  to  use  due  efforts  to  obtain  an  accurate  examination  of  the  Maumee  river, 
from  the  bay  of  Lake  Erie  to  our  State  line,  by  a  corps  of  United  States  engineers,  at  as  early  a  period 
as  possible,  or  authority  to  this  State  to  employ  an  engineer  and  effect  the  same;  also  to  procure  such 
a  change  in  the  land  donated  fir  the  extension  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal,  through  the  State  of  Ohio, 
as  will  enable  this  State  at  her  discretion  to  devote  the  proceeds  of  said  land  to  the  improvement  of  the 
river  aforesaid. 

Reaolced,  That  the  governor  transmit  a  cojij'  of  the  foregoing  tcj  each  of  our  senators  and  repre- 
sentatives in  Congress. 

II.  II.  MOORE,  Speaker  of  House  of  Representatives. 
DAVID  WALLACE,  President  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  January  Hi,  1832. 

N.  NOBLE. 


22d    Congress.]  No.    1010.  _[1st_Sessiox. 

APPLICATION   OF  ALABAMA  TO  REDUCE  PRICE  AND  CHANGE  THE   MODE  OF  DISPOSING 

OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

COMMrN'IC.\TEn    TO    THE    SEN'.ME    FEBRr.iRV    14,    1S32. 

MEMORIAL  to  tliu  Congress  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  public  lands. 

The  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Alabama  would  respectfully  represent  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  that  the  most  of  tlie  public  lands  now  within  the  limits  of  this  State  are  of  that  class  which 
has  been  offered  and  not  sold.  The  best  lands  have  all  been  disposed  of  through  government  sales,  and 
it  is  believed  that  the  present  minimum  price  far  exceeds  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  lands  now  remaining 
unsold.  Your  memorialists  would,  therefore,  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  reducing  the  price  on 
this  class  of  public  lands,  and  of  permitting  them  to  be  entered  in  subdivisions  of  forty  acres,  giving  to 
the  occupant,  for  a  limited  period,  a  preference  in  the  purchase.  This  measure,  it  is  believed,  would  be  of 
essential  benefit  to  our  community  geuerallj-,  and  particularly  to  that  class  of  our  citizens  who  have 
hitherto  been  unable  to  contend  with  the  ca]ntalist  and  the  siieculator  in  the  market  f  )r  the  best  lauds. 
We  deem  it  unnecessary  to  attemjit  to  illustrate,  by  argument,  the  benefits  which  we  think  would  result, 
both  to  our  citizens  and  the  g(jvernnient,  by  the  measure  here  proposed;  and  we  respectfully  submit  these 
crude  suggestions  to  the  justice  and  liberality  of  the  national  legislature. 

Your  memorialists  would  again  press  upon  the  consideration  of  Congress  the  propriety  of  abandoning 
the  present  mode  of  disposing  of  the  pulilic  lauds  at  auction.  This  system  is  believed  not  to  be  beneficial 
to  the  government,  and,  in  practice,  is  found  to  operate  injuriously  and  oppressively  upon  the  purchasers. 
We  again  suggest  the  policy  of  disposing  of  the  lands,  by  entry,  in  tracts  of  from  the  lowest  subdivision 
upwards  to  one  quarter  section,  giving  to  actual  settlers  a  preference  for  a  reasonable  time,  and  to  reduce 
the  price  at  fixed  periods  until  sold.  This  s.ysteni,  it  is  believed,  would  encourage  emigration,  hold  forth 
additional  inducements  to  purchase,  and  accelerate  the  settlement  and  cultivation  of  the  public  lands,  and, 
by  limiting  the  quantity  to  one  quarter  section,  it  would  thwart  the  cupidity  of  speculating  monopolies. 
Your  memorialists  again  beg  leave  to  present  to  your  consideration  the  propriety  of  authorizing  the  holders 
of  certificates  of  lands  on  which  one-fourth  of  the  purchase  money  has  been  paid,  and  the  land  reverted  to 
the  government,  to  obtain  certificates  of  scrip,  receivable  in  payment  for  other  lands;  and  also  to  authorize 
those  purchasers  of  lands,  who  have  relinquished  under  the  ]u-ovisions  of  any  of  the  acts  of  Cong-ress  for 
the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  public  laiids,  and  who  by  relinquishment  have  paid,  by  certificate,  an  amount 
over  and  above  the  amount  for  the  lands  so  paid  for,  to  obtain  certificates  of  scrip  to  the  amount  of  such 
overpaj'uient,  which  may  be  receivable  in  payment  for  other  lands.  These  last-mentioned  purchasers,  it  is 
believed,  have  an  equitable  claim  upon  the  justice  of  government. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  submit  the  foregoing  suggestions  to  the  justice  and  liberality  of  the 
representatives  of  the  nation,  with  a  full  confidence  that  they  will  receive  that  consideration  to  which  they 
are  justly  entitled,  &c. 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  lioune  of  representatives  of  the  State  of  Alabama  in  general  assembhj  convened, 
That  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress  be  requested  to  use  their  endeavors  to  procure  the 
passage  of  a  law  embracing  the  objects  of  the  foregoing  memorial. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  memorial  and  resolution 
to  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress. 

Approved  January  21,  1832.  •*' 
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AIM'I-R'.\T10\    Ol'   MISSISSII'I'I     I'Oi;    A    DONATION    Ol'     LAND  To     AID     IN     MAKINi;    LOADS 

IN   THAT  S'I'ATL. 

CIl.MMrNtCATKli    III     IIIK    SKXAIK    FKiSlUAIiV     14,     \><'.M. 
A   MEMORIAL  i.f  the  li-islaturc  of  tin-  Statu  of  MifsisKipi.i. 

'Jo  the  luinaralilc  the  Senulc  and  Ili.ni.-^f  ut  l!'j/ri>(jiliilii:r.<  a/'  the  L'nih'tl  Stali:<  i,f  ^linrrica  in  (!i)iif/rt's.-:  (i.<.<r)iili/ift: 

Tiie  liicmorial  of  the  lc\!i;islatiirc  uf  the  State  cif  .Mississi)i|ii  wmilil  iiiost  ics|irrtriilly  rcpiTsent :  Thai 
romla  Iiavu  recontly  bot'ii  surveyed  and  laid  out  at  the  exjieiisc  nf  tliis  State,  Ieadiii<^'  fVniu  the  town  dl' 
Ixaiikiii,  ill  Yazui)  ciuiiity,  in  this  State,  across  the  Chirkasaw  and  ('hoetaw  nations,  to  the  town  of  Mem- 
phis, ill  the  State  of  Tennessee:  and  aimthei-  leading;'  acmss  said  nation?;,  froni  Doak's  Old  Stand,  in 
the  countN'  of  .Madisiin,  to  Athens,  in  the  eonnly  of  Monioe;  and  said  mads  pass  thron^di  Ihe  most  i'ertile 
and  valuable  lands  owned  by  the  United  States  within  the  linuts  of  this  State;  and  as  the  eomiiletion  of 
said  Triads  are  cdijeets  not  oidy  advanta.tremis  to  tlie  interests  of  this  State,  but  would  be  of  immense 
value  to  the  United  States,  openin,;:!,',  a.s  it  wouM,  a.  ilireet  eoiiniiniiieation  lietween  the  nmst  llourishing' 
sections  of  this  and  the  surrounding-  .States  nl  Teinii/ssee  and  Alabama;  and  as  tlie  resources  of  this 
State  are  necessarily  limited,  but  few  of  the  lands  sold  by  the  United  States,  as  yet.  yiehlini;'  any  revenue 
to  the  State,  your  memorialists,  unable  <if  themselves  to  eonqdete  said  roa<ls,  would  ur,i;-e  before  your 
lionorable  body  the  importance,  necessity,  and  justice  of  aidini.;-  them  in  ellecting'  those  very  desiraVilo 
objects. 

A'our  memorialists  would  further  add,  that  they  teel  conscious  of  asking'  no  more  than  has  been  pre- 
viouslj'  conceded  to  other  States,  when  even  the  beiielits  directly  resulting  therefrom  to  the  United  States 
■were  not  as  pal]iable.  The  States  of  Alabaimi  and  Tennessee  have  received  at  your  hands  appropriations 
for  the  purposes  of  internal  improvements;  therefore  your  memorialists  arc  I'lnboldened  to  hope  that  you 
will  not  overlook  their  interests,  but  grant  them  two  townslnps  of  land — one  for  each  of  the  roads  above 
designated — to  enable  them  to  coni]i!ete  the  same.  And  your  memorialists  will,  as  in  duty  bound,  ever 
pray,  &c. 

Resolrcd  by  the  .-ieiiate  and  house  of  reiiiwentaliveA  <if  tl)e  Slate  of  Mi.-:-<i>;siiipi  in  r/eneral  n.s.yo/W)/  convened, 
That  our  senators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  our  representatives  be  requested,  to  use  their  best 
exertions  to  have  the  olijccts  of  the  above  memorial  granted.  And  his  excellency  the  governor  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  requested  to  forward  a  copy  of  this  memorial  and  res(.ilutioii  to  each  of  our  senators  and 
representatives  in  Congress 

JNO.  L.  IliW  IX,  Sjieaker  2:>ro  tern.  Hon ■<€  (if  Representatives. 
A.  ^L  SCOTT,  Lieut.  Governor  and  President  ef  the  Senate. 

Approved  December  1',',  1S3L 


22d  Congress.]  No.    1012.  [IstSessio.x. 

APPLICATION  OF  ALABAMA  FOll  A  CESSION  OF  THE   PUBLIC  LANDS  TO  TIIE  STATES  IN 

WHICH  THEY  LIE. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SEN.A.TE    FEBRUARY     14,     1832. 

JOIST  resolutions  on  the  subject  of  the  pubhc  lands. 

Resolved  by  the  .senate  and  house  of  repi-esenlatives  of  the  State  of  Alabama  in  general  assembly  convened, 
That  this  general  assembly  approve  of  the  suggestions  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  proposing, 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  sell  the  public  lands  to  the'States  in  which  they  are  situated. 

And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  our  senators  and  rejiresentatives  in  Congress  be  requested  to  use  their 
exertions  to  procure  the  passage  of  an  act  in  pursuance  of  the  suggestions  made  in  the  foregoing  resolution. 

Besolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  requested  to  forward  to  each  of  our  senators  and 
representatives  in  Congress  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions. 

Approved  January  21,  1832. 


22d    Congress.)  No.    1013.  [1st  Session. 

O  N    C  L  A  I  M    T  ()    .V    L  0  T  I  N    A  L  A  1^  A  M  A 

COMMUNICATED    T(.l    THE    HOUSE    OK    REI'RESENT.\TIVES    FEDRUAKV     1.5,     1832. 

Mr.  Mardis,  from    the   Committee  on   Private    Land    Claims,   to   whom    was   referred   the   petition  (.>f  the 

representatives  and  heirs  of  William  Pidlard,  deceased,  reported: 

That  the  petitioners  allege  that   on  the  12tli  of  December,  1809,  the  Spanish  commandant  of  Mobile 

and  West  Florida  made  a  grant  of  a  h.t  of  ground  lying  in  the  city  rif  M(d.iile,  and  iMiunded  on  the  mu'th 

by  what  was,  at  the  time  of  the  grant,  called  .bihn  "Foidies's  canal,  on  the  west  by  Water  street,  on  the 
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siiiitli  liy  the  King'is  wliavf,  and  mi  tlic  cast  by  the  channel  of  the  river,  to  their  father,  William  Pollard, 
deceased;  that  their  father  died  in  ISl.'i,  leaving-  them  infants,  unable  to  prosecute  their  claim;  that  under 
an  act  passed  May  2(1.  1S24,  ji^ranting  certain  lots  of  ground  to  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Mobile,  and 
to  certain  individuals  in  said  city,  they  conceive  their  aforesaid  claim  to  have  been  conlirmed,  and  filed  the 
same  before  the  board  of  commissioner.s  organized  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  o,  1S27,  for  trie 
adjustment  nf  land  titles  in  Alabama;  that  their  claim  was  rejected  bj'  the  board  of  coniMiissii)ners  upon 
tli(?  sole  ground  that  no  impnivements  had  been  made  im  said  lots  prior  to  December  20,  1803,  as  reijuired 
by  the  act  of  March  3,  1810,  and  the  act  of  May  S,  1822.  And  the  petitioners  insist  that  their  claim  to  tlie 
hit  in  Mobile  is  secured  to  them  by  the  act  of  1824,  and  does  not  fall  within  the  operation  of  the  acts  of 
1819  and  1822.  A  Spanish  concession  is  produced,  bearing  date  December  12,  1809,  for  the  lot,  signed  by 
CayetaiKi  Penz,  the  then  commandant  at  Mobile.  From  all  nf  which  the  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that 
Congress  did  intend  to  embrace  iietitions  by  the  act  of  1824.  They  are  further  of  the  opinion  that  the 
petitioners'  claim  to  the  lot  of  ground  is  f  junded  in  equity,  and  that  justice  demands  that  Congress  should 
conlirm  to  the  petitioners  their  title  in  said  lot,  and  therefore  rejujrt  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 


22n  (!oNf:RKss.l  No.   1014.  [1st  Session. 


ON    C  L  A  1  M  S    U  P    'I'  II  P:    S  E  T  T  L  E  I!  S   A  T   T  HE    0  L  D    i!  I  .\  E  S  ,    I  N    M  I  S  S  U  U  R  I . 

COMMUXR'ATEII  TO  THK  HOl'SK  OK  RK1'RESKNTATI\  KS  FEBRUARY    17,    1832. 

Mr.  Cave  Johxso.v,  from  the  Committee  on  Piivate  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
certain  citizens  residing  in  Washington  county,  Missouri,  in  a  part  of  it  called  the  Old  Mines, 
reported : 

That  the  said  petitioners,  being  thirty-one  in  number,  state  that  before  the  transfer  of  Louisiana  to 
the  United  States  they  had  obtained  a  concession  from  the  Spanish  government  authorizing  them  to  make 
settlements  in  that  part  of  Washington  county  called  the  Old  !Mines;  and  that,  jn  pursuance  of  such  per- 
mission, the}'  actually  settled  on  and  cultivated  the  lands  more  than  two  j'cars,  when  they  were  informed 
that  the  cimcession  to  them  had  been  mislaid  or  lost  from  the  archives  of  St.  (ienevieve,  where  they  had 
been  deposited  for  safe-keei)ing;  and  that  on  the  25th  of  May,  1803,  they  presented  a  petition  it)  the 
King's  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Liiuisiana  praying  fir  a  concession  of  tlie  lands  upon  which  they  had 
settled,  and  to  allow  them  four  hundred  arpents  each;  and  that  on  the  4th  of  June,  1803,  the  concession 
was  granted  in  one  body,  directing  the  mode  of  partition;  and  that  shortly  thereafter  the  same  was  sur- 
veyed and  partitioned.  Co|iies  of  said  partiticm  and  plat  accompanies  said  petition,  specifying  the  allot- 
ment to  cacli  individual;  and  that  their  claim  and  plat  was  filed  with  the  recorder  of  land  titles  in  the 
district  of  Upper  Louisiana. 

They  also  allege  that  their  claim  was  not  confirmed  because  the  lands  had  been  reported  by  the 
United  States  siu'veyor  as  mineral  lands;  and  they  also  allege  that,  for  any  purposes  of  mining-,  the  said 
section  of  the  country  is  wholly  useless.  A  copj'  of  an  incomplete  Spanish  grant,  and  a  translation  of  it, 
are  furnished  to  the  committee — the  grant  bearing  date  the  4th  June,  1803,  and  signed  by  "Carlos  De- 
hault  Delassus,"  granting  the  lands  claimed  by  the  petitioners,  and  reciting  substantially  the  facts  alleged 
bj'  the  petitioners.  The  papers  produced  are  proven  to  be  copies,  and  the  signature  of  the  several 
officers  are  proven  to  be  in  the  proper  handwriting  of  the  several  officers.  It  is  also  proven  that  the 
petitioners  were  in  the  actual  occupancy  and  possession  of  their  lands  prior  to  the  change  of  government 
and  ever  since,  and  that  the  lands  are  now  actually  occupied  and  cultivated  by  them.  The  committee 
are  also  informed  by  General  Ashley  that  the  lands  now  claimed  by  the  petitioners  are  not  of  any  value 
or  importance  in  consequence  of  the  mineral  supposed  to  be  in  tliat  region,  other  mines  having  been  dis- 
covered so  much  more  valuable  that  the  mines  in  that  section  of  the  country  would  be  no  consideration 
in  the  sale  of  the  land. 

The  committee  arc  of  opinion,  upon  the  preceding  statement  of  facts,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Old 
Mines  ought  to  be  confirmed  in  their  claims  to  the  several  tracts  of  land  as  allotted  to  them  by  the  Span- 
ish authorities  in  1803,  prior  to  the  change  of  government,  under  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress 
passed  the  12th  of  April,  1814,  and  13th  June,  1812,  sec.  3,  (see  Land  Laws,  page  651,)  and  therefore 
report  a  bill  for  their  relief. 


22d  Congress.]  No.    1015.  [1st  Session. 


ON    CLAIM   TO    A    PRE-ExMPTION    RIGHT   IN    OHIO. 

COMMINICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OK  REPRESEXT.\TIVES    KEBRUARY   17,    1832. 

Mr.  Hunt,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Josiah  Hedges, 

reported : 

That  in  August,  1821,  Josiah  Hedges  purchased  at  public  sale,  at  the  land  office  at  Delaware,  in  Ohio, 
the  fractional  part  of  section  19,  lying  east  of  and  adjoining  to  the  Sandusky  river,  in  township  2  north, 
and  in  range  15  cast  of  the  first  meridian.     Between  the  north  end  c"  this  fraction  and  the  Sandusky 
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river  there  is  a  siiiall  strip  or  fractidii  of  land,  estimated  to  contain  forty-tlirec  liniidredtlis  of  an  aere, 
wliicli  was  not  thonylit  to  lie  (if  snflieient  importance,  liy  the  snrveyor,  to  ascertain  or  repurt  its  contents 
to  the  snrveyor  fi'encral.     At  the  |inlilic  sales  it  was  nut,  nor  has  it  since  been,  expose<l  to  sale. 

In  the  fore  part  of  the  year  1S'J:{  Mr.  IlediiX's  contein|)lated  tla^  Imildinf;-  of  a  mill  mi  the  laml  he  had 
purchased,  and,  on  an  examination  of  his  lionmlary  lines,  discovered  the  small  stiip  nf  laml  aliove  descriheil, 
through  which  the  tail-race  (if  the  mill,  if  erecte(l,  mnst  necessarily  pass.  I'indin;^  this  tn  li(!  the  case,  he 
shortly  thereafter  applied  t<>  the  ulliccrs  lA'  the  land  ullice  af  )resaid  to  enter  said  strii)  of  land,  who  decided 
that  it  then  helonu'ed  to  the  tract  he  had  pni chased ;  and  of  that  (ipininn  was  the  snrveyor  ffeneral,  who 
was  consnlted  (in  the  occasion  l>y  the  re^'ister  of  the  hand  ullice.  I'mler  these  assnrances  Mr.  lledj^'es 
constrnctetl  a  valnable  mill,  and  pnt  it  in  (iperatinn  in  the  lieiiiniiinL;'  "f  the  year  1S2.").  the  tail-raci>  of 
which  passes  throngdi  said  strip  of  land  to  the  Sandnsky  ri\-er. 

In  March,  1831,  Jacob  Stem  notilie(l  the  Coiinnissioner  of  the  (ieneral  Land  Ollice  that  he  hail  become 
the  purchaser  of  the  southwest  fractional  (piarter  section  No.  17,  in  township  2  north,  and  ranf^-e  1.5,  to 
which,  he  claimed,  the  striji  of  land  aforesaid  was  attaclicd,  and  re(|neste(l  that  a  ])atent  therel'or  shonld 
not  be  i^ranted  to  said  Iledji-es.  Thy  (Jommissionei-  of  the  (General  Land  (Jllice  had  previonsly  deter- 
mined, as  the  strip  of  land  aforesaid  had  not  liccn  otl'ercd  ])nlilicly  for  sale,  that  it  was  not  snbject  to 
private  entry;  and  that  IIedi;'es,  as  he  had  been  in  the  (piiet  possession  thereof  from  lS2o,  and  had  cut  a 
race  throui;-h  it,  was,  nnder  the  act  of  Oon^-ress  of  the  24th  of  April,  1830,  entitled  to  the  pre-emption  of 
said  strip  of  land  upon  makint;"  the  necessary  proofs  and  application  therefor.  Under  the  provisions  (if 
that  act,  an  ap|)licati(Ui  was  made  to  the  reg'ister  and  receiver  of  said  land  oflice  to  enter  said  striji  of 
land,  and  jiroofs  of  the  occu]iancy,  in  manner  aforesaid,  were  ]U'esented  to  said  officers,  wdio  decided  that 
the  digging'  of  a  race  through,  and  the  occupancy  of  said  strip  of  lanil  did  not  entitle  said  IIe(lges  to  pr(^- 
etnption,  and  refused  to  jiermit  him  to  enter  the  sami'. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  under  all  the  circumstances,  that  Josiah  Hedges  ought  to  be  per- 
mitted to  entcr-said  strip  of  land.  and.  for  that  purpose,  herewith  re|ioi  t  a  bill. 


22d  Congress.]  No.    1016.  [1st  Session-. 

OX  Ari'LTCATIOX  OF  OHIO  FOR  A  OKAXT  OF  LAXD  FOR  THE  EDUCATION  OF  THE  DEAF 

AXD  DUMP,. 

COMMrXIC.MKD    TO    THE    IIOrSE    OF    REl-RESENT.VTIVES    PEBRrARY    1",     1832. 

Mr.  Irvix,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  wdiom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  legislature  of 
the  State  of  Ohio,  asking  a  grant  of  land  to  assist  in  the  education  of  deaf  and  dumb  persons  in  that 
State,  reported: 

That  several  acts  hav(^  been  passed  by  the  legislature  of  that  State  to  establish  an  asylum  for  the 
education  of  deaf  mutes.  Under  the  provisions  of  these  acts  an  asylum  has  been  established  at  Columbus, 
the  seat  of  government  for  said  State.  In  this  institution  there  are  now  three  well  qualified  teachers,  and 
nearly  thirty  pupils;  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  number  of  pnpils  may  be  doubled  as  soon  as 
suitable  accommodations  can  bo  provided.  In  Ohio  lands  improved  or  unimproved  are  taxed,  and  the 
revenue  for  the  support  of  the  State  government  is  principally  derived  from  that  quarter.  As  the  United 
States  is  a  large  landholder  in  that  State,  exceeding  four  million  of  acres,  and  are  exempted  from  the  pay- 
ment of  taxes  thereon,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  they  ought,  in  some  manner,  to  contribute  to  tlie 
amelioration  of  the  condition  of  this  unfortunate  description  of  people;  and,  for  that  purpose,  herewith 
report  a  bill. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Eepresentatices  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  memorial  of  the  State  of  Ohio  respectfully  represents:  That  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of 
Ohio  having  represented  to  the  last  Congress  their  desire  that  a  suitable  portion  of  the  unsold  lands  of  the 
United  States  should  be  appropriated  for  the  support  of  schools  for  the  education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb; 
and  having  particularly  requested  that  a  township  should  be  granted  to  the  State  of  Ohio  for  this  pur- 
pose, it  is  deemed  proper  to  ask  the  attention  of  the  present  Congress  to  this  subject.  And  although  the 
bill  reported  to  this  eliect  failed,  it  is  believed,  chiefly,  if  not  entirely,  for  want  of  time,  and  the  pressure 
of  other  business,  it  will  not  be  deemed  presumptuous  to  express  a  hope  that  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress will  not  pass  away  without  definitive  action  on  this  interesting  subject,  so  as  to  provide,  from  the 
common  property  of  the  nation,  for  the  education  of  that  unfortunate  (dass  among  our  fellow  citizens. 

The  system  of  instruction  now  adopted  has  been  so  fully  tested  bj'  experience  that  there  remains,  it 
is  believed,  no  reasonable  doubt  of  its  entire  sufBcienc}'  and  complete  success.  Many  of  those  who  were 
deprived  of  the  advantages  of  the  ordinary  modes  of  communicati(m  and  instruction,  have  been  taught 
and  enlightened,  and  restored  to  themselves  and  to  the  community,  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  blessings  and 
in  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  social  state,  as  intelligent  beings. 

And  should  it  even  be  conceded  that  the  sj-stem  maj'  possibly  be  yet  so  mu(.'li  improved  that  the 
education  of  deaf  mutes  may  be  more  extensively  diffused,  and  conducted  at  much  less  expense,  still  it 
would  be  unwise  to  suspend  our  efforts  on  such  a  contingency,  especially  as  generations  may  pass  away 
before  any  material  improvement  can  be  made,  and  it  is  only  by  |iractical  efl'orts  that  such  imiirovements, 
if  at  all  [lossible,  can  be  cflected. 
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It'  tlii'iT  an-  ill  tlic  Ciiitcil  States,  as  we  conclude  IVom  tlio  last  census,  (wliieli  is  obviously  defective 
in  the  rt'turn  (if  the  iiuiiiliei-  uf  deaf  mutes,)  not  less  than  five  thousand  of  this  class,  it  is  plainly  a  subject 
of  serious  moment,  worthy  of  the  attention  of  an  honorable,  benevolent,  and  hig-h-mindi'd  legislature,  to 
provide  for  their  instruction.  Nor  can  it  be  supposed  the  pecuniary  value  of  that  portion  of  the  public 
properly  which  may  be  necessary  for  this  use  will  be  brought  into  view  with  any  unfavorable  inlluence 
upon  the  decision  of  the  question  whether  the  aid  which  is  sought  shall  be  given.  Only  two  inquiries 
need  be  determined  in  relation  to  wise  legislation  on  this  jjoint:  1st.  Is  the  public  aid  needed?  2d.  Is  it 
proper  that  this  aid  should  come  from  the  common  funds  of  the  nation  ?  As  to  the  first,  it  is  sufficient  to 
say  that  the  expense  attending  the  education  of  deaf  mutes  is  much  greater  than  the  expense  of  common 
schools,  and  that  their  parents  and  friends  are  generally  able  to  defray  but  a  small  portion,  if  any,  of  this 
expense.  The  pupils  must  be  collected  from  a  largo  tract  of  country;  must  be  boarded,  clothed,  and 
taught  at  a  great  cost,  or  nearly  as  great  cost  as  at  colleges. 

Buildings  must  be  erected,  apparatus  and  furniture  must  be  provided,  and  teachers  must  be  supported; 
and  it  is  safe  to  affirm  that  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand  dollars  must  be  invested  in  property,  and  an  annual 
income  of  nearly  ten  thousand  dollars  from  all  sources  must  be  obtained,  in  order  to  establish  and  sustain 
an  asylum  for  deaf  mutes,  which  shall  constantly  afford  instruction  to  one  hundred  ]nipils,  sd  as  to  send 
firth  annually  twenty-five  pupils,  thoroughly  instructed.  One  such  institution  should  be  established  for 
every  two  million  of  (jur  piopulation,  in  order  to  alford,  to  all  who  are  capafile  of  receiving,  the  oppor- 
tuiuty  of  being  educated. 

That  this  expense  be  defraj'ed  by  the  pupiLs  or  their  friends,  even  with  all  the  aid  that  can  be  obtained 
from  voluntary  benevolence,  will  not  be  supposed  by  any  one,  when  it  is  certainly  known  that  nine-tentli.s 
of  the  deaf  are  found  amfing  the  poorer  classes  of  society. 

If  all  the  States  possessed  domains  of  their  own  unappropriated  to  other  objects,  it  might  be  reason- 
ably alleged  that  they  ought  to  make  full  provision  for  the  instructi<m  of  their  deaf  mutes  from  their 
several  funds.  But  such  is  the  case  with  very  few,  if  any,  of  the  States;  and  thej-  can  do  nothing  for  this 
purpose  without  drawing  from  the  revenue  obtained  by  direct  taxation  for  other  objects.  That  this 
measure  would  lie  imi)olitic,  and  ought  to  be  avoided,  if  possible,  every  one  will  admit.  It  may  be  justly 
deemed  quite  sufficient  to  provide  in  this  way  for  the  necessary  support  of  all  their  indigent  pupils.  And 
may  it  not  be  regarded  as  being  a  wise  and  useful  disposition  of  a  small  part  of  the  public  lands  to  apply 
them,  so  far  as  they  may  be  needed,  to  the  education  of  an  unfortunate  class  of  our  youth,  whose  case 
excites  commiseration,  and  has  strong  claims  on  public  benevolence  ? 

The  State  of  Ohio  has  established  an  asj'lum  for  the  education  of  deaf  mutes,  which  has  been  in 
successful  operation  for  more  than  two  years.  There  are  in  the  institution  three  well  qualified  teachers 
and  nearly  thirty  jiupils,  and  there  is  reason  to  expect  tiiat  the  number  of  pupils  may  be  doubled  as  soon 
as  suitable  accommodations  can  be  provided.  Anxious  to  place  the  institution  on  a  solid  foundation,  with 
full  means  to  afford  its  advantages  to  all  who  may  desire  tliem,  the  general  assembly  earnestly  request 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  grant  to  this  asylum  such  aid,  by  a  donation  of  land,  as  may  meet 
its  wants  and  comport  with  the  public  interests;  to  be  located  in  one  body,  on  any  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States,  or  in  small  tracts,  in  the  State  of  Ohio:  Therefore — 

Bt'solvcd  by  the  general  asgembly  of  the  Htaie  of  Ohio,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  requested  to 
forward  a  copy  of  the  fjregoing'  memorial,  as  soon  as  may  be  convenient,  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  and  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  L^nited 
States;  also,  to  each  of  the  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress  from  the  State  of  Ohio. 

WILLIAM  B.  HUBBARD,  Speaker  of  the  Home  of  Represenlalivea. 
WILLI.^iM  DOHERTY,  Speaker  of  the  Senate 

•  LvNTARV  ^.    1S32. 


AN  ACT  to  amend  tlic  act  tci  pBtalilisli  anasjluiu  for  tlie  education  of  tlie  deaf  .and  dinnli,  and  fur  otfier  jiuiposes. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  That  there  shall  be  twelve  trustees 
of  the  Ohio  asylum,  to  be  appointed  by  a  joint  resolution  of  both  houses,  in  the  manner  following:  Four 
shall  be  appointed  at  the  present  session,  to  hold  their  offices  for  one  year;  four  for  two  years;  and  four 
for  three  years;  and  in  like  manner,  at  every  succeeding  session,  four  shall  be  appointed  to  hold  their 
offices  for  the  term  of  three  years;  and  the  govermir,  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  a  member  and  president 
of  the  board. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  out  of  any  moneys  in 
the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  pay  the  salary  of  the  principal  of  the  asylum  and  such  other 
teachers  as  may  be  necessai-ily  employ(,'d  therein,  to  defray  the  contingent  expenses  thereof,  and  to  enable 
the  trustees  to  give  such  aid  as  they  may  think  necessary  to  such  pupils  as  may  not  be  able  to  defraj' 
the  whole  expenses  of  obt.aining  an  education  in  the  asylum,  to  be  paid  on  the  order  of  the  president  of 
the  board. 

Sec.  3.  That  one  indigent  ]iuiiil  from  each  judicial  district  shall  be  supported  in  the  asylum  at  the 
expense  of  the  State,  to  be  selected  by  the  board  from  amongst  those  persons  who  shall  be  recommended 
by  the  associate  judges  of  the  counties  in  which  they  reside,  respectively,  as  being  suitable  persons,  and 
in  indigent  circumstances:  Prodded,  That  the  sum  expended  for  the  support  of  each  pupil  shall  in  no 
case  exceed  seventy-five  dollars  per  annum;  and  said  sum  is  hereby  appropriated,  init  of  any  monej's  in 
the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  and  shall  he  paid  on  the  order  of  the  president  of  the  board, 
accompanied  by  the  certificate  of  tlie  secretary  thereof,  stating  the  name  and  circumstances  of  the  pupil 
for  the  benefit  of  whom  the  order  is  drawn. 

Sec  4.  That  so  much  of  the  act  to  establish  the  Ohio  asylum  for  the  education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb, 
and  of  any  other  act,  as  comes  within  the  purview  of  this  act,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

THOMAS  L.  HAMER,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
ROBERT  LUCAS,  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

FEBRU.A.RV  18,  1830, 
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22i)  Con-cress. I  No.    1017.  {\st  Ses.siu.v. 

OX   CLALMS  TO   SETTLERS   BETWEEN   THE    WHITE  AXI>   AKKAXSAS   KMVEltS    I'OK    IXDE.M- 
MTV  FOK   1MIM;oVE.MEXTS  ,\L\1)E  OX   THE   IMULIC   L.VXDS. 

(■(IMMINlr.M'Kli    111    Till'.    Ihir^K    n|'    i;|.:i'KK,-<KN  r.\TI\  KS    I'KIIKIAKV     l' I  ,     IS'.V*. 

Mr.  WicKi.iKKK,  fnnii   tli<>   Ciniiniittrc  on    I'liMii-    L;mils,  to  wliniii   w.-is   i-i'lriiccl  llic   iiH'iiiiiri;il    nf  the  lro-i.'<- 

lativo  council   nl'  the  Tiiiitoi  y  nf  Arkansas,  askiiii;'  l'>ir  iiiiliiiiiiity  fur  ccitaiii  si-lllcis  IkIwccii  Wliitr 

river  and  tiic  Arkansas  piidr  t>i  lsl7,  icpmicil: 

The  mc'innrial  si'ts  i'ortli  "  lliat  in  ISl.')  a  nninl'cr  of  Imld  ami  cntcrprlsiiiL;'  men,  tlic  ancrstors  nl'  niaiiv 
(ij'wiiiini  had  bled  and  ilii'il  in  the  revnlutiunary  war  and  strni;'j;le  t'cir  freedom,"  liati  settleil  njinn  llie  [luMie 
hinds  lietween  White  river  and  the  .Vrkansas,  ami  made  lastiiif;'  and  \-ulnal)le  iin|iripveinents ;  that  in  I.S17 
the  United  States,  liy  treaty,  ceded  this  land  to  the  Clieicjkee  Indians,  and  they  were  eom|iel!i-(l  to  snr- 
vender  their  improvements  to  ihe  "relentless  Clieiokees,  wlio,  t'oiid  of  \vre.ikiii;_;-  llieir  \-en,^-eance  ii|Mjn  tin; 
white  man,  preci|iitatelv  drove  IVoni  tlieir  homes  these  hardv  and  wortliv  adxentuiers  npon  the  piihlic 
lands." 

The  memorial  asks,  in  lieh.ilt'or  these  men.  imleinnity  lor  the  losses  which  they  snslaine(l. 

The  committee  are  not  inh'rim'd  what  inimln'r  (j|'  persons  wonM  coine  within  the  purview  of  the 
prayer  of  the  memorial,  and  they  ar<'  admonished,  liy  the  hasty  Ic.'j.'islalion  in  ls2s  upon  a  similar  snhjei't, 
that  it  would  he  unwise  to  lej^aslate  in  tlu^  dark  upon  this.  IJeference  is  made  to  the  provision  of  tlie  act 
(if  Congress  which  granteil  to  each  head  of  a  family,  who  resided  within  tin.'  honndary  cede(l  to  tho  In. Hans 
by  a  treaty  of  1828,  (g-ranting  to  the  Indians  certain  lands  within  the  'I'erritory  (jf  Aikansas, )  320  acres  of 
land,  with  a  right  to  select  it  anywhere  in  the  said  Territory,  as  an  iiideinnit,v  for  the  losses  sustaineil  hy 
the  said  settlers  on  account  of  their  impreivements.  Under  this  law  upwards  of  si.\  townsliips  of  land  have 
been  granted,  and  much  of  it  under  circumstances  creating  suspicion  as  to  the  fairness  of  the  claims. 
Congress  is  now  askeil  to  indemnify  men,  not  named  <jr  numbered,  for  improvements,  not  valued  or  known, 
made  upon  the  public  lands  against  law.  'J'he  furthest  Con.gress  has  ever  gone  to  protect  the  actual 
settler  upon  the  public  lands,  exce[it  in  the  case  above,  (and  in  some  sections  of  the  country  where  the 
settlers  were  peculiarly  circum.stanced,)  has  t)een  to  grant  them  a  pre-emption  of  purchase. 

In  the  instance  stated  by  the  memorial,  if  there  was  proof  of  the  claimants  and  the  value  of  the 
improvements,  the  committee  could  not  recommend  indemnity,  and  therefore  submit  tlie  following  reso- 
lution: 

Re^^olved,  That  the  prayer  in  the  memorial  ought  not  to  be  granteil. 


22d  Coxgress.]  No.    1018.  [1st  Session- . 

OX  COERECTIOX  OF  A  MISTAKE  IX  THE  EXTRY  OF  A  QUARTER  SECTIOX  OF  LAXU. 

CO.\IMrXIC.\TF.D  TO  THE  HOU.^E  OF  REl'RESEN'T.iTIVES  FEURU.VRV   21,    1832. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Chiims,  to  ^\-hom  was  referred  the  petition  of 

.John  Slaughbough,  reported: 

That  said  iietilioner  represents  tliat  on  tlie  26tli  of  September,  182",  he  entered  a  tract  of  land  at 
Zanesville,  Ohio,  and  that  a  mistake  was  made,  and  liis  entry  was  madi.'  upon  a  tract  of  land  not  intended 
to  have  been  entered.  That  he  intended  to  enter  the  southwest  (nuirter  of  section  number  twenty-three, 
ti.iwuship  number  nine,  range  number  six,  in  the  Zanesville  district,  but  that  the  entry  was  made  (ui  the 
northwest  quarter  of  said  section.  The  petitioner  states  that  he  is  a  Oerman,  and  cannot  read  or  speak 
the  English  language;  and  that  he  commenced  making  improvements  on  the  quarter  secticjn  he  intended 
to  enter,  and  never  knew  of  the  mistake  until  the  spring  of  1831.  He  also  represents  that  the  quarter 
section  entered  by  him  is  of  little  or  no  value,  and  that  the  half  he  intended  to  enter  has  been  taken  up 
since  by  one  Michael  Kline,  and  that  a  patent  has  issued  to  him.  He  prays  to  be  permitted  to  enter  the 
same  quantity  of  land  in  some  other  part  of  the  same  district.  The  committee  are  satisfied,  from  the 
evidence  produced,  that  the  mistake  was  made  as  alleged  by  the  petitioner,  and  therefore  present  a  bill 
for  his  relief. 


22d  Congress.]  No    1019.  [1st Session. 

ON    C  L  A  I  M    T  0    L  A  X  I)    I  X    L  O  U  I  S  I  A  X  A  . 

COMMUNIC.VTED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  FEBRUARY  23,  1832. 

Mr.  BuLLARD,  from  the  Committee  on   Private  Land  Chiims,  to  whom   was   referred   the  petition  of  Mary 

Vallery,  reported: 

That  it  IS  shown  by  the  depositions  of  several  witnesses  tliat  Jean  Baptiste  Vallery,  in  his  lifetime, 
made  a  settlement  and  improvement,  previously  to  the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  the  United  States,  and 
with  the  presumed  permission  of  the  Spanish  government,  on  a  tract  of  land  situated  on  tlie  right  bank  of 
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Reil  rivcT,  about  twenty-one  miles  above  the  town  of  Alexandria.  It  appears  that  after  tlie  death  of  the 
imsband,  his  wife  (tlic  petitioner)  and  family  continued  to  occupy  and  cultivate  said  laud.  If  this  chiini, 
supported  by  tiie  evidence  before  the  committee,  had  been  presented  to  the  commissioners  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  land  titles  in  that  part  of  the  country,  tiicy  would  have  been  authorized  by  law  to  confirm  the 
claim  as  a  settlement  right,  to  the  extent  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  The  committee  are  of  opinion 
that  the  neglect  of  the  claimant  to  furnish  the  evidence  to  the  coimnissioners  sliould  not  be  considered  as 
a  forfeiture  of  the  right;  they  therefore  report  a  bill  for  iicr  relief 


22d  Congress.1  -  No.    1020.  [1st  Session-. 

ON    C  L  A  I  .M    TO    LAND    IN    L  0  11 1  S  I  A  N  A  . 

COMMUNICATF.n    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENT.A.TIVES    FEBRrARY    23,     1832. 

Mr.  Rci.i.ARn,  fmru   tiie  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  wliom  was  referred  llie  petition  of  ,Tohu  L. 

Lobdell,  reported: 

That  on  tlie  12th  of  December,  1198,  Don  Manuel  Layoso  de  Lcmos,  at  that  time  governor  of  Loui- 
siana, granted  by  patent,  in  due  form,  to  Steplien  Watts  seven  hundred  superficial  arpeiits  of  laud  on  the 
Mississijipi,  in  tlie  district  of  Baton  Kouge,  about  fifteen  miles  above  the  fort,  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
river,  and  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  lands.  It  appears  tiiat,  by  various  conveyances  and  transfers, 
tlie  said  tract  of  land  has  become  the  ju'operty  of  the  petitioner,  but  that  heretofore  it  lias  not  been  con- 
firmed either  In'  the  commissioners  or  by  special  act  of  Congress,  but  is  liable  to  be  sold  as  public  laud. 
Possession  has  accompanied  the  title,  which  is  a  patent  according  to  the  regulations  of  the  Spanish 
government,  and  the  property,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  is  guaranteed  to  the  claimant  by  the  treaty 
of  cession;  they  therefore  report  a  bill  for  his  relief. 


22d  Congress.]  No.    1021.  [1st  Session. 

ON  CLAIM  FOR  LAND  OF  THE  HEIRS  OF  AN  OFFICER  OF  TIIE  REVOLUTION. 

I'OJIMUXIC.WED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENT.\T1VES  FEBRUARY  23,   1832. 

Mr.  Crane,  from  the  (Vmimittee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  lieirs  of 

Thomas  Wallace,  deceased,  reported: 

The  petitioners  allege  that  their  father,  Thomas  Wallace,  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  Virginia  line  ou 
continental  establishment;  that  he  continued  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  until  the  end  of  tiie 
revolutionary  war,  and  they  ask  the  commutation  of  five  years'  full  pay.  The  commission  of  Thomas 
Wallace,  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  eighth  Virginia  regiment,  in  tlie  army  of  the  United  States,  is  produced 
as  evidence  in  support  of  this  claim.  It  is  dated  on  the  23d  day  of  November,  IITQ,  signed  by  Samuel 
Huntington,  President  of  Congress,  and  countersigned  bj'  Benjamin  Stoddert,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
War.  In  ITSl  Lieutenant  Wallace  was  ordered  to  take  command  of  a  company  belonging  to  his  regiment, 
then  equipped  and  under  marching  orders  to  the  s(mtliern  army,  as  appears  by  a  letter  dated  November 
19  of  that  year,  addressjed  to  him  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  eighth  Virginia  regiment,  by  Christian  Febiger, 
(tolonel  commandant.  On  the  28th  day  of  March,  1807,  a  patent  for  3Gti|  acres,  in  the  Virginia  military 
reservation,  wa.s  granted  by  the  United  States  to  Thomas  Wallace,  in  consideration  of  military  services 
performed  by  him,  as  lieutenant  fcjr  three  years,  to  the  United  States,  in  the  Virginia  line  on  continental 
establishment. 

The  records  in  the  Third  Auditor's  office  do  not  show  that  Lieutenant  Thomas  Wallace  served  to  the 
end  of  the  war,  when  ho  entered  or  left  the  service,  nor  that  he  received  commutation,  or  was  entitled 
thereto,  though  his  name  appears  in  the  account  books  of  the  army.  Yet,  notwithstanding  this  deficiency 
of  record  evidence,  the  committee  think  that  the  presumption  is  very  strong  that  Lieutenant  Wallace 
continued  in  service  until  the  end  of  the  war;  the  patent  for  his  bounty  land  recognizes  him  a.s  a  lieutenant 
for  three  years,  and  that  fact  must  have  been  satisfactorily  established  before  the  issuing  of  the  land 
warrant.  Three  j'cars  from  the  date  of  his  commission  will  bring  the  time  of  his  service  to  November, 
1782,  at  which  period  the  war  was  virtually  at  an  end.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  his  heirs  is  therefore 
reported. 
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22p  rosnRE.-iH.]  ^'Q    10-^-  [IstSessiox. 

ON    CLAIM    'I'O    LAND    IN    MISSOli;!. 

liiMMrMlATED  TO  Tin;  SF.VATK   KEHRIAItY   24,    ISIl-J. 

(Ifakkai.  Lanii  Oikick,  Fi-lininvij  -1?-,,  ls:;-2. 
Sir:  The  act  of  C"(iiit;'re.ss,  apin-ovcil  on  tlir  2(1111  ol' April,  1818,  cntitlcil  "An  iic-t  for  the  relict' of  Jiiini'.s 
Miickav,  of  the  Missouri  Tt'i'ritorv,"  provides  that  tlie  leeonler  of  lanil  titles  shiill  make  a  report  on  the 
claim  of  the  saiil  A(ackay,  to  he  laid  liefore  t'oiii;'ress  h\  the  ("ominissioner  of  th<'  (General  Ijand  OfKce, 
and  it  not  ajipeariii};"  from  the  rei'onls  of  this  oflico  that  tlie  report  reipiireil  \\\  that  act  was  ever  received 
and  submitted,  1  now  have  the  honor  to  enclose  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  present  recorder  of  land 
litles,  dated  tlie  31st  ultimo,  toi;'ether  with  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  late  recor<ler,  Frederick  Bates,  ujioii 
the  claim  of  Mr.  .Mackay. 

I  am,  with  verv  j;rcat  respect,  vour  ohedieiit  servant. 

Kld.l.MI    11  AY\\'.\l;l>. 
The  I'KKsiiiK.Nr  nt  /In'  !^fii<ilf. 


Exivavt  (if  a  Idtvr  from  J'.  R.  ('tnuraij.  n-cnnlfr  nf'  lunil  IiIIi'k  at  SI.  fjiiiis,  Mir^sniin,  tn  llif  Cini)ini.<siiiiuT  nf 

/lie  Clt'iicrnl  Land  (Jlfnc,  dahd  Jauaayy  31,  1832. 

"Sli;:  "^'our  letter  of  the  3d  instant  was  received  on  tlie  2'ith.  In  compliance  therewith  I  foiward  to 
you  a  certified  copy  of  a  special  report  of  the  recurdiM'  of  land  titles  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  Mackay, 
under  JIcDaniel,  for  1,800  arjients  of  land,  which  was  made  under  the  act  of  April  20,  1818.  Xo  copy  of 
the  documents  referred  to  therein  as  accompanyiiiL;'  the  report  is  transmitted,  as  none  of  them  are  on  lile 
in  this  otSce,  except  the  letter  of  Colonel  Ilamniond." 

Uh'KlCE  (IF  TlIK  1!k<oI!|iEK  OF   La.MI  TiTI.K.S   KoK  1HK  TeKRIToHV  OF  .MlSSoCKI. 

On  the  2d  day  of  June,  1818,  James  Mackay,  by  his  attornej-,  as  authorized  by  act  of  Cong'ress  of 
20th  April  last,  filed  in  this  office  a  writing  iuir|K)rting'  to  be  a  warrant  of  survey  or  concession  from 
Zenon  Tnidcau,  lieutenant  f;'ovei'nor  of  the  late  Spanish  province  fif  Upper  rjoiiisiana,  called  western  part 
(if  Illinois,  licarini;-  date  the  1st  day  of  February,  1708,  for  1,800  ar[)ents  of  land,  j;-ranted  to  James 
McDaniel,  in  the  fullowinnj  words  and  fi,t;'ures,  to  wit:   "To  I'r.  Zenon  Trudeau,"  &c. — (See  document  A.) 

Note. — A  sw(.irn  translation,  substituted  by  me  in  placi.'  of  the  original,  in  French  and  Spanish. 

Afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  l.">tli  ilay  of  Jiin(\  1S18,  bi^inj;-  the  day  assigned  for  the  presentation  ol 
subordinate  evidence,  both  written  and  <iral,  the  said  James  Mackay  appeared  |icrsonally,  accompanied 
by  his  attorney,  and  presented,  in  supiport  ol  the  claim,  a.  writing  ]iurporting  to  be  a  plat  and  field-notes 
(if  the  survey  of  said  land,  on  the  river  l)csperes,  in  the  following  words  and  figures,  to  wit:  "Upper 
Louisiana,''  i)cc. — (See  document  B.~) 

Note. — A  sworn  translation,  substituted  as  above. 

Also,  a  writing  purporting  to  be  a  receipt  of  James  L.  Donaldson,  late  recorder  of  land  titles,  for 
sundry  papers  in  relation  to  the  claims  of  said  James  Mackay,  in  which  receipt  there  is  found  enumeiateil 
the  said  concession  or  paper,  ]iurporting  to  be  a  concession  to  said  James  McDaniel. 

Also,  a  paper  or  writing,  purporting  to  be  a  deed  fnmi  said  Mt'Daniel  to  said  Mackay,  recorded  liy  the 
said  James  L.  Donaldson,  book  B,  page  433,  together  with  the  above-mentioned  plat  of  survey;  a  trans- 
lation of  which  deed  is  in  the  following  words,  to  wit. —  (See  document  C.) 

Bernard  Pratte,  being  duly  sworn,  saj-s  (after  examining  the  concession  to  McDaniid,  as  above  stated) 
that  the  body  of  the  said  concession,  to  wit,  the  petition  and  the  decree,  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Antoine 
Soulard,  and  that  the  signature  to  the  decree  is  in  the  ]iroper  handwriting  of  Zenon  Trudeau,  late  lieu- 
tenant governor. 

Antoine  Soulard,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  requette  or  petition  was  written  In-  himself,  (the 
witness,)  and  that  he  (the  witness)  saw  the  late  lieutenant  governor,  Zenon  Trudeau,  subscribe  his  own 
proper  name  to  the  decree  or  order  of  survey.  ^Vitncss  further  states,  that  more  than  one  year  past, 
walking  the  street  with  James  Mackay,  when  near  the  tavern  of  Peebles,  the  said  J[ackay  observed  that 
he  would  go  in  and  inquire  for  letters  which  he  expected  to  receive  from  his  son.  On  coming  out  he  held 
in  his  hand  a  letter,  which,  when  opened  in  presence  of  witness,  was  found  to  be  witiiout  a  name,  and  to 
enclose  the  concession  to  James  McDaniel  for  1,800  arpcnts  of  land;  and  which  concession  has  always 
been  said  to  have  been  mislaid  by  the  late  recorder  of  land  titles,  or  stolen  from  his  office,  in  the  year 
1806;  which  letter  is  now  presented  by  witness,  and  is  in  the  following  words,  to  wit:  "Captain  Mackay: 
The  enclosed  has  been  taken  out  of  the  recorder's  office  from  motives  not  necessary  to  be  mentioned. 
Better  motives  induce  me  to  return  it.     !Make  no  inquiry  on  the  subject,  for  it  will  be  useless." 

On  the  lotli  October,  1818,  there  was  presented  at  the  recorder's  office  a  writing  from  C(.iloncl  Ham- 
mond, in  the  following  words,  to  wit :  "  (iabriel  Long  informed  S.  Hammond  that,"  &c. — (See  document 
D.)  Whereupon  the  recorder  addressed  a  letter  to  (iabriel  Long,  as  nearly  resembling  a  summons  as  his 
powers  permitted,  desiring  his  attendance  on  the  27tli  of  that  month,  which  letter  is  in  tlic  folhiwing 
W(.irds,  to  wit,  i*tc. — (See  document  E.J 

Note. — The  recorder  has  never  been  able  to  procure  the  rnjular  attendance  of  the  said  witness. 

Rcinark>:  and  ojnnionK. 

1st.  There  is  no  Spanish  registry  of  the  order  of  survey,  and  it  is  only  in  cases  as  to  which  no  dis- 
trusts have  been  entertained  that  government  lias  fLirborne  to  demand  authentic  evidence. 

2d.  The  plat  of  survey  is  in  the  name  of  Mackay,  and  not  Midlanicl;  the  deed  of  conveyance  is  dated 
January  3,  1802;  the  survey  certified  March  15,  1803.  McDaniel,  then,  never  had  a  h'gal  possession,  and 
according  to  the  principles  which  have  governed  the  decisions  of  this  office  was  not  competent  to  convey. 
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lie  lias,  biinself,  iicvur  nuide  an  entry  of  claim,  and  indeed  he  could  have  no  valid  pretensions,  as  the 
possession  of  Mackay  could  avail  neither  one  nor  the  other.  On  this  ground  the  claim  of  Rutgers  under 
Dunn,  and  a  great  nutnlier  of  others,  to  the  amount  of  50,000  arpents,  have  been  rejected.  The  act  of 
Congress  places  this  claimant  as  favorably  as  he  could  have  stood.  If  my  predecessor  had  recorded  his 
papers  in  the  year  1806,  and  judging  of  the  case  withuut  reference  to  the  loss  or  recovery  of  those 
papers,  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. 

Kespectfully  submitted. 

FKEDEIIICK  15ATES. 

Admitting  the  genuineness  df  tlie  order  or  concession,  the  survey  is  itself  void  for  want  of  authority. 
The  surveyor  is  ordered  to  put  one  man  intu  possession  under  special  circumstances,  and  he  surveys  for 
and  puts  another  into  possession. 

Hon.  JosiAH  Meius,  Commixdoner  nf  the  General  Land  Office. 

Recgrper's  Ofkice,  Si.  Louis,  Mo.,  January  31,  1832. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  (comprising  three  pages)  to  be  a  true  copy  of  an  instrument  of  writing  on 
tile  in  this  office,  with  the  following  indorsement,  to  wit:  "Mackay  under  Mcl'aniel,  statement,  remarks, 
and  opinion." 

F.  R.  C(.)N\\"AY,  Recorder  of  land  Hlleii  in  the  Stale  of  iliasouri. 


22d  Coxgrfss.1  No.  1023.  [1st  Session. 

UX  THE  CLAIM  OF  A  WHITE  MAX.  AS  THE    HUSBAND  OF  A  CHEROKEE  WOMAX,  FOR  A 
RESERVATION  OF  L.\XD  UNDER  THE  TREATY  OF  1830, 

CoMMTNICATEn  TO    THE  HOUSE    OK    REPRESENTATIVES  FEBRUARY  24,    1832. 

Mr.  I'l.u.MMER,  from    the    C'onimittee  on  Public    Lands,    to    whom  were  referred  the  memorials  of  John  T 
Harlan  and  of  Captain  Tuckaloona,  and  others  of  the  Choctaw  nation,  reported: 

The  memorialists  reiiresent  that  John  T.  Harlan,  a  citizen  of  the  Choctaw  nation,  in  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  intermarried  many  years  ago  with  a  Cherokee  woman,  and,  in  the  year  1821,  removed 
with  his  family  into  the  Choctaw  nation,  where  he  has  ever  since  resided.  Thej'  settled  among  the 
Choctaws,  by  the  permission  of  the  authorities  of  the  nation,  and  were,  according  to  the  forms,  cere- 
monies, usages,  and  customs  of  the  Choctaws,  soon  afterwards  adopted  into,  and  made  members  of  the 
Choctaw  family  r)r  tribe;  and,  by  virtue  of  such  adoption,  were  entitled  to,  did  enjoy,  and  have  ever  since 
continued  to  enjoy,  ;dl  of  the  rights,  immunities,  and  privileges  of  native  citizens  of  the  Choctaw  tribe  of 
Indians.  The  children  of  said  Harlan,  nine  in  number,  were,  bj'  the  Choctaw  authorities,  recognized  as 
Choctaws  from  the  time  of  their  adoption  as  aforesaid,  and  admitted  into  the  missionary  schools  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  children  of  the  most  favored  Choctaw  families.  He  is  represented  as  an  honest, 
honorable,  but  poor  man.  He  settled  on  a  tract  of  land  on  Honey  island,  in  Little  river,  not  far  from  its 
junction  with  the  Yazoo,  where  he  has,  ever  since  the  year  1821  or  1822,  continued  to  live  and  cultivate 
a  little  farm;  and  bj-  his  industry,  in  a  re)iutable  manner,  has  supported  and  educated  a  numerous  familj', 
consisting  of  a  wife  and  nine  children,  who  were  dependent  on  the  sweat  of  his  brow  for  a  livelihood. 
Within  si,\  mouths  after  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  made  and  entered  into  between  the  Lhiited  States 
and  the  mingoes,  chiefs,  captains,  and  warriors  of  the  Choctaw  nation,  at  Dancing  Rabbit  creek,  on  the 
27th  day  of  September,  1830,  Harlan,  on  behalf  of  himself,  his  wife,  and  children,  signified  to  Colonel 
William  AYard,  the  United  States  agent  for  the  Choctaws,  their  intention  of  remaining  and  continuing 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  reservation  of  land  for  himself  and  children, 
under  and  by  virtue  of  the  fourteenth  article  of  the  aforesaid  treaty.  But  it  seems  that  the  agent  rejected 
the  ajiplication,  and  refused  to  register  their  names  for  a  reservation.  It  does  not  appear  on  what  ground 
the  agent  predicated  his  refusal;  but  it  is  more  than  probable  that  ho  rejected  the  application  because  ho 
did  not  consider  .Mr.  Harlan,  in  the  language  of  the  treaty,  as  a  "  Choctaw  head  of  a  family.''  It  is  true 
that  there  is  among  the  papers  accompanying  the  memorial  a  certificate  signed  by  several  persons, 
charging  the  agent  with  being  "  actuated  solely  by  personal  and  private  feelings  of  enmity  towards  said 
Harlan;"  but  the  known  integrity  of  Colonel  Ward  as  an  officer,  to  one  of  the  committee,  is  sufficient  to 
repel  the  charge,  and  forbid  the  idea  of  his  being  actuated  by  improper  motives.  It  is  also  stated  that 
Harlan  was  one  of  those  who  aided  our  country  in  the  war  with  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians.  The  memo- 
rialists ask  Congress  to  pass  a  law  extending  to  the  said  John  Harlan  the  same  rights  and  jirivileges 
guaranteed  by  the  article  of  the  treaty  before  mentioned  to  native  Clwctaws,  and  to  those  who  have  inter- 
married with  native  Choctaws. 

The  committee  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  enter  into  an  investigation  of  the  tribal  laws,  usages,  or 
customs  of  the  Choctaws,  in  relation  to  the  right  of  the  mingoes,  chiefs,  or  captains  of  the  nation,  to 
admit  into  their  territory,  on  a  footing  with  the  natives,  a  citizen  of  any  other  tribe;  nor  to  enter  into  a 
repetition  of  the  arguments  contained  in  the  report  made  liy  the  same  conmiittee  to  the  House,  in  favor  of 
Joseph  Dukes. — (See  report  No.  990,  January  30,  1832.)  It  is  sufficient  for  the  committee,  in  the  present 
inquiry,  that  Harlan,  on  principles  of  equity  and  justice,  as  well  as  sound  policy,  is  entitled  to  the  same 
privileges  extended  by  the  14th  article  of  tlic  treaty  to  those  who  were  adopted  by  the  authorities  of  the 
nation,  and  intermarried  with  native  Choctaws.  The  facts  set  forth  in  this  report,  which  is  nothing  more 
than  a  simple  abstract  of  the  case,  gathered  from   the  evidence  adduced   by  the  petitioners,  are  by  the 
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coniniiltoe  siibiiiittrd  (o  llic  ciinsiilcratiiiii  nf  tlie  llousc  willi^iiit  ruiniiirnt.  11'  H;irlaii  hail  iiiaiiicil  a 
C'lioctaw,  instead  iif  ;i  ("lifrokcc,  he  wnuM  have  liccii  ciilillcil  di  a  rcscivat  imi,  uinlr  llir  Irraly,  lA'  six 
liuiuiroil  and  I'lirty  ariTs  of  land  for  liirnsrlf,  to  three  himdieil  and  IwaMily  aeres  lor  eaeh  iiiniiaiiied  c-hihl 
ovei'  ten  years  of  ai;'e,  and  to  one  hnndred  and  sixty  aeres  loi-  each  einid  undt  i'  ten  yeais  of  ajc.  'i'he 
same  reasons  which  iiidneed  the  ti-overnnient  to  ^aaiit  to  the  head  of  eaeh  Choi-law  family  and  his  child ii'n 
conditional  reservations  of  land,  aj^aM-eahly  to  the  provisions  of  tlie  1  tlji  arliele  of  llie  treaty  aho\e  re- 
ferred to,  arc,  in  tiie  opinion  of  llie  conuinllee,  sullieient  for  them  lo  reeomnund  thi-  Lii'antiiiL;' of  the 
prayer  of  the  [letitioners.  The  connnittee  ihertd'ore  report  a  hill,  to  he  entilhMl  "  An  act  for  the  ri-li(d'of 
Jolni  T.  Harlan." 


22d  Congrkss.  1  No.    1024.  r  1st  Session. 


UN    CLAIM    FOR    LAYING    OCT   A    PULLIC    ROAD    IN    MICIIICAN    TlIROFCll    TIIK    ITHLIC 

LANDS. 

CO.MMrMC.VTF.Ii  TO  TnK  HOLSF.  OF   KFl'ltKSEXT.VTlVlCS    FKURU.VUV   24,    1832. 

Mr  ri.i'.M.\iEi!,  iV<iiii  the  (.'oninnltee  on  rnhlic  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  and  accompanying" 
docninents  of  Orin  Wliite,  Seeley  Neale,  and  d.  F.  .Strattoii,  reported: 

Tlic  petitioners  reiu'cscnt  that  they  were  a]ipointed  coniniissioncrs  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  provi- 
sions of  an  act  of  the  legislative  couni'il  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  approved  November  4,  1S2'J,  to  lay 
out  and  establish  a  road  through  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  known  as  and  called  St.  Joseph's  road,  com- 
mencing on  the  Chicago  road,  at  or  near  the  inn  of  Timothy  S.  Sheldon,  in  the  township  of  Plj-mouth,  in 
the  county  of  Wayne;  thence  west,  on  the  most  diri'ct  anil  eligible  route,  &c.,  to  the  mouth  of  St.  Joseph's 
river,  on  lake  Michigan.  The  connnissioners  have  <liscliarged  the  duty  rcrjuired  of  them  by  the  act  above 
named,  and  marked  and  laid  out  the  road  from  the  waters  of  lake  Erie  on  the  eastern  tn  the  waters  of 
lake  Michigan,  ou  the  western  boundary  of  tlie  peninsula,  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles, 
through  the  most  fertile  and  desirable  part  of  the  Territory,  facilitating  the  means  of  transportation  between 
Detroit  and  tlie  most  important  point  on  the  eastern  bank  of  lake  Michigan,  and  continuing  the  national 
thoroug'hfare  by  way  of  the  grand  canal  and  lake  Erie,  connecting'  the  Atlantic  and  the  great  commercial 
emporium  of  tlie  Union  with  the  western  section  of  the  country.  The  r(_iad  runs  through  the  counties  of 
AVayne,  AVaslitenaw,  Jackson,  Calhoun,  Kalamazoo,  Van  Buren,  and  Berrien,  through  some  of  wdiicli  a 
public  road  was  never  before  constructed,  and  over  a  tract  of  coiuitiy  where  nature  has  thrown  fewer 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  constructing  a  road  than  can  be  found  within  the  same  distance  in  almost  any 
other  section  of  the  Union.  The  opening  of  the  road  in  the  heart  of  a  fine  rich  country  has  been  the  means 
of  bringing  into  n(.)ticc  the  most  desirable  portion  of  the  lands  of  the  government,  exhibiting  to  public 
view  the  tertilit^y,  beauty,  and  worth  of  the  soil,  developing  its  resources,  inviting  emigrants,  and  thereby 
enhancing  the  value  of  the  public  domain.  The  commissioners  were  engaged  in  surveying  the  road,  and 
making  out  a  plat  of  the  same,  a  copy  of  which  accompanies  the  petition,  about  seventy  days  each.  The 
act  authorizing  the  laying  out  of  the  road  did  not  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  expense  of  surveying 
and  opening  the  same,  but  expressly  stipulated  "that  the  expenses  or  damages  of  laying  out  and  estab- 
lishing said  road  shall  not  be  charged  upon  or  paid  out  of  the  territorial  treasury;''  the  commissioners 
were  therefore  compelled  to  resort  to  individual  contributions  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expense  of 
making  the  survey.  The  road  has  been  partially  opened  by  the  enterprising  citizens,  and  was  passable 
during  the  last  season  for  stages  and  wagons.  The  petitioners  have  received  nothing  for  their  services. 
They,  therefore,  in  consideration  of  the  services  by  tliom  rendered  the  government  and  the  community,  in 
laying  out  and  opening  this  great  national  road,  ask  permission  of  Congress  to  locate  one  section  of  the 
unappropriated  lands  belonging  to  the  general  government,  to  be  located  in  separate  parcels,  divided 
among  them  in  proportion  to  the  services  by  them  respectively  rendered. 

A  majority  of  the  committee  are  opposed  to  the  granting  of  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  because  it 
is  establislring  a  dangerous  pirecedent,  and  one  that  is  not  warranted  by  the  former  customs  and  usages 
of  our  government.  In  the  opinion  of  a  minority  of  the  committee,  who  beg  leave  to  make  a  few  sug- 
gestions, the  facts  of  tlie  case  arc  in  themselves  strong  arguments  in  favor  of  the  granting  of  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners.  Reason  and  justice  seem  to  be  on  their  side.  The  road  was  opened  through  the  land 
of  the  government,  therefore  unknown  to  the  community  only  from  a  geographical  knowledge  of  the  country. 
It  cannot  be  denied  but  the  services  of  these  enterprising  individuals  have,  by  surveying  and  partially 
opening  this  road,  and  the  description  they  have  given  of  the  S(jil  and  natural  growth  of  the  land  through 
which  the  road  passes,  enhanced  the  value  of  the  public  domain  to  ten  times  the  amount  of  compensation 
they  ask.  In  short,  the  infjrmation  given  of  the  country  in  the  copy  of  the  field-notes  of  the  surveyor, 
among  the  papers  referred  to  the  committee,  is  a  valuable  document,  and  ou.ght  to  be  higlilj-  prized,  and 
considered  of  more  value  to  the  government,  by  bringing"  the  land  into  notice,  and  on  account  of  the 
information  which  it  contains,  than  a  whi.de  township  of  laud.  It  is  not,  in  the  opinion  of  a  minority  of 
the  committee,  a  sufficient  argument  against  granting  to  the  petitioners  the  quantity  of  land  praj-ed  for 
that  they  rendered  the  services  and  performed  the  labor  voluntarily,  without  any  hope  or  iiromisc  of 
reward  from  the  United  States;  but  it  is  a  strong  argument  in  their  favor,  and  Congress  ought  to  be  the 
more  ready  to  reward  them  for  their  disinterested  and  i>atriotic  services.  They  did  not  act  as  govern- 
ment leeches,  gorging  themselves  on  treasury  pap,  under  the  pay  of  the  United  States;  but  they  devoted 
their  time,  expended  their  uKjney,  and  sacrificed  their  private  interests  for  the  good  of  the  community. 

VOL,  VI      -     50  E 
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Our  gnveiTiinent,  by  tlie  high  duties  on  imports,  encourages  the  manufacturer;  thousands  of  dollars  have 
been  paid  out  of  the  |)uliiic  cofl'ers  for  the  construction  of  roads  and  llie  improvement  of  the  country 
within  tiie  limits  of  individual  States;  donations  of  hind  have  been  made  in  almost  every  State  in  the 
Union  for  charitable  purposes;  tlie  mechanic  arts  have  been  encouraged  by  extending  to  artisans  exclu- 
sive privileges;  meritorious  and  enterprising  individuals  have  received  large  donations  of  land,  as  rewards 
for  their  merit  and  enterprise;  and  there  is  no  good  reason  why  the  same  liberality  should  not  be  extended 
to  the  citizens  of  a  Territory,  wlw  are  under  the  especial  care  and  guardianship  of  the  general  government, 
wliich  has  been  extended  to  the  citizens  of  a  sovereign  State;  nor  is  there  any  good  reason  why  the 
unassuming  backwoodsman  should  not  be  rewarded  for  services  actually  rendered  the  country  by  making 
surveys  as  well  as  the  literary  and  scientific  engineer.  Important  information  obtained  in  relation  to 
our  country  is  as  valuable  to  the  government  coming  from  an  honest  farmer  of  Michigan  as  from  a 
graduate  of  West  Point.  A  national  road,  constructed  by  practical  men,  who  have  no  interests  separate 
and  distinct  from  the  good  of  their  country,  is  of  as  much  importance  as  one  constructed  by  the  aid  of  the 
scholastic  tiieories  of  salaried  or  per  diem  officers.  There  is  scarcely  a  page  on  our  statute  book  which 
does  not  present  a  precedent  more  dangerous  tlian  the  granting  of  the  humble  request  of  the  petitioners. 
Can  it  be  said  that  it  is  a  dangerous  precedent  to  grant  to  these  individuals  six  hundred  and  fortj'  acres 
of  land,  worth,  by  estimate,  $800,  for  services  actually  rendered  by  them  of  much  greater  value  ?  It  will 
be  recollected  that  our  government  has  millions  of  acres  of  land  which  has  heretofore  been  considered  as 
pledged  for  the  payment  of  tlie  ruitional  debt.  That  debt  is  considered  as  discharged;  and  the  public 
domain  ought,  in  the  opinion  of  a  minority  of  the  committee,  no  longer  to  be  considered  as  a  source  of 
revenue,  to  the  injury  of  those  hardy  emigrants  who  iiave  been  the  pioneers  of  the  wilderness.  Other 
govermnents  have  rewarded  the  enterprise  and  public  services  of  their  citizens,  and  encouraged  the 
settlement  and  improvement  of  the  frontier  borders  of  their  countrj^,  by  making  liberal  donations  of  land. 
If  there  has  been  any  good  reason  heretofore  for  the  pernicious  policy  jnirsued  by  our  government  in 
relation  to  the  public  lands,  that  reason  has  ceased  with  the  extinguishment  of  tlie  jiublic  debt.  But 
these  arguments  may  be  considered  as  irrelevant,  inasmuch  as  the  claim  of  the  petitioners  is  founded  on 
services  by  them  rendered  for  the  benefit  of  the  general  government.  A  miimrity  of  the  committee,  there- 
fore, with  due  deference  to  the  opinion  of  the  majority,  respectfully  recommend  the  granting  of  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners. 


22d  Con-grf.ss.]  No.    1025.  [1st  Session. 

OxN    AMOUNT    OF    DISCOUNTS    ALLOWED    ON    BALANCES   DUE    FROM    THE    PURCHASERS 

OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

COM.MUNn;ATED    TO    THE    SENATE    KEBRUARV    27,    1832. 

Treasl-ry  Department,  Februarxj  23,  1832. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  (jf  the  Senate  of  the  9th  instant,  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  "to  communicate  to  the  Senate  the  amount  of  discounts  heretofore  allowed  on  balances  due  by 
purchasers  of  public  lands  at  the  rate  of  thirty-seven  and  one-half  per  cent.,  under  acts  of  Congress 
heretofore  passed  designating  the  amount  of  reductions  made  in  each  State,"  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose 
a  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  containing  the  information  required. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LOUIS  McLANE,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
The  Hon.  President  of  the  Senate. 


General  Land  Office,  February  20,  1832. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  passed  on  the  9th  instant,  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  tlie  amount 
of  discounts  heretofore  allowed  on  balances  due  by  purchasers  of  public  lands  at  the  rate  of  thirtj'-scven 
and  a  half  per  cent.,  under  acts  of  Congress  heretofore  passed  designating  the  amount  of  reduction  made 
in  each  State,"  and  which  has  been  referred  to  this  office,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows: 

Discount  of  37^  per  cent,  allowed  at  the  land  offices  in  Ohio $407,  282  4fi 

Indiana 205,  390  34 

Illinois 35,  954  32 

Missouri 98,  366  04 

Mississippi 94,  311  96 

Alabama .....  351,172  71 

Louisiana 12,  573  88 

Aggregate 1,205,  051   71 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir.  your  obedient  servant, 

ELIJAH  HAYWARD,  Cmnmissioner. 
Hon.  Lons  McLane,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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22d  Coxgress.]  No.   1026.  [1st  SEsain.v. 

APl'LIOATIOX    OF    IXIUAXA    THAT    TllK    PFBLIC    LAXDS    MAY    I'.E  SOLD  1\   FORIY  ACHK 

LOTS. 

COMMrXICATEII    TO    THE    .'^ENATK    KEIilirAUY   27,    LS.'l'i. 
A  .lOIXT  RESOLUTION  relative  to  tlie  public  lands. 

Whereas,  in  the  ii]iiniiin  of  this  rreneral  assciiiMy,  it  is  tlic  interest  nf  tlio  general  g-overiunent,  as  well 
as  of  tlii.s  State,  tljat  the  public  hinds  within  her  limits  should  be  disposed  of  as  so(in  as  |u-aetieable,  as 
tending-  to  prodncc  the  speedy  settlement  of  the  same,  and  to  multiply  the  resources  of  the  ciuintry;  and 
whereas  a  large  number  of  the  emigrants  to  the  western  States  and  Territories,  as  well  as  the  citizens 
thereof,  are,  from  their  poverty,  unable  to  inireliase  the  smallest  tracts  ut'  land  ikjw  authorized  to  be  sold 
at  the  land  offices,  but  who  would  be  able,  by  the  purchase  (jf  smaller  tracts,  to  secure  to  themselves  the 
blessings  of  domestic  comfort  and  independence,  and  thereby  create  that  additional  incentive  to,  and  claim 
upon,  their  gratitiule  and  attachment  towards  their  behived  country  and  its  free  institutions  which  an 
interest  in  its  soil  can  alone  produce;  therefore — 

E('t<oli-ed  hij  the  gcnmd  a.-<xcmlily  of  the  Slate  of  Indiana,' Thut  our  senators  in  Congress  be  instructed, 
and  our  re]n'eseiitatives  rcipiested,  to  use  their  best  exertions  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing 
the  sale  of  tracts  nf  the  public  lands  of  forty  acres  each,  by  a  line  running  east  and  west,  eqmdly  dividing 
the  half  quarter  sections,  and  also  by  a  similar  division  of  fractions  of  greater  amount  than  eighty  acres, 
where  practicable. 

Jiet:olved,  That  his  excellency  the  govertior  be  reipiested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  flnegoing  preamble 
and  joint  resolution  to  each  ui'  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress. 

II.  II.  MO(M\E,  Spealcer  ot'  the  Hoii.te  of  Representatives. 
D.VVIl)  WALLACE,  President  vf  the' Senate. 


Approved  January  2(5,  1S32. 


N.  NOBLE. 


22d  Congress.]  No.    1027.  [1st  Session. 


APPLICATION  OF  IXDIAXA  FOR  A  CESSION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS  WITHIN  THAT  STATE 
FOR  PURPOSES  OF  INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT  AND  EDUCATION. 

COMMUNIC.\TEn    TO    THE    SEN.WE    FEBRU.iRV  27,    1832. 

A  JOINT  KESOLCTION  of  the  general  assembly  concerniug  the  public  lands. 

Hesoh-ed  by  the  general  assembly  cf  the  Stale  of  Indiana,  That  our  senators  in  Congress  be  instructed, 
and  our  representatives  requested,  to  use  their  best  exertions  to  obtain  by  an  act  of  that  body  a  cession 
from  the  United  States  of  all  the  right,  title,  and  interest  of  the  general  government  to  the  unappropriated 
and  unsold  puljlic  lands  within  our  boundaries,  upon  the  most  favorable  terms  to  the  State  that  can  be 
obtained,  subject  to  the  ratification  or  rejection  of  the  general  assembly  of  this  State,  with  provision  that 
the  proceeds  of  such  remaining  public  lands,  to  be  sold  under  the  authority  of  this  State,  shall  be  exclu- 
sively devoted  to  the  objects  of  internal  improvementg  and  education  by  the  general  assembly  of  this  State; 
reserving  to  this  State  a  right  to  donate  to  poor  persons  such  portions  of  the  land  as  may  remain  undis- 
posed of  after  being  in  the  market,  under  our  direction,  for  the  period  of  ten  years. 

Eesolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  requested  to  transmit  copies  of  this  resolution  to  each 
of  our  members  in  Congress. 

H.  P.  THORNTON,  Speaker  pro  teni.  of  the  House  of  Kepi-esentatives. 
DAVID  WALLACE,  President  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  February  3,  1S32. 

N.  NOBLE. 


22d  Co.vgress.]  No.    1028.  [1st  Session. 

APPLICATION  OF  INDIANA   FOR  A  DONATION  OF  LAND  FOR  A  CANAL  TO  CONNECT  THE 

WABASH  WITH  THE  WHITE  RIVER. 

COMMCNICATEU^l  TO  THE  SENATE  FEnRUARV   27,   1832. 

A  MEMORIAL  AND  JOINT  RESOLUTION  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana  to  procure  means  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  canal  to  connect  White  river  with  the  Wabash,  at  the  town  of  Vincennes. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Ptejyresenlatiees  of  the  United  States  in  Congre.-<s  assembled  : 

Your  memorialists,  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  respectfully  represent  that  a  coir 
nexion  of  White  river  with  the  Wabash  at  Vincennes  would  be  of  great  public  utility,  and  would  open  a 
most  desirable  facility  to  trade,  for  which  a  deep  solicitude  is  manifested.     The  connexion  can   be  formed 
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below  the  junction  (if  the  two  forks  of  Wliitc  river,  at  a  much  less  expense  tlian  would  be  required  to 
clean  the  channel  ot  the  Wabash  to  the  confluence  of  White  river,  and  it  is  thought  the  length  of  the  con- 
necting- canal  will  not  exceed  fifteen  miles.  It  is  also  believed  that  the  aid  of  the  national  g'overnment 
could  be  afforded  to  no  similar  work  of  the  like  extent  from  which  more  benefit  would  Ite  derived,  not  only 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  contemplated  connexion,  but  throughout  the  upper  Wabash  country, 
including  all  interested  in  the  commerce  of  the  \\'abasli  valley.  In  Knox  county,  through  which  tliis  canal 
would  pass,  there  is  a  considerable  quantity  of  unapprojiriated  waste  lands,  which  have  been  about  thirty 
years  in  market,  and  which  can  only,  in  the  event  of  an  improvement  of  this  kind,  bo  useful  :   Therefore — 

Itetiolred,  That  onr  senators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  our  representatives  requested,  to  use  their 
best  exertions  to  procure  a  grant  of  land  sufficient  to  accomplish  the  object  proposed,  from  the  unappro- 
priated land  in  Knox  county,  a  large  proportion  of  which,  now  unfit  for  agricultural  purposes,  will  be 
redeemed  and  rendered  Iieneficial  by  the  construction  of  said  canal. 

Eesohvd,  That  the  governor  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  memorial  and  joint  resolution  to  each  of 
our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress. 

H.  11.  MOOIJE,  Speaker  of  the  Houtie  of  Eqwesentalivea. 
DAVID  WALLACE,  President  of  the  Senate. 


Approved  February  2,  1832. 


N.  NOBLE. 


22d  Congress.]  Ko.  1029.  [1st  Session. 


APPLICATION  OF  INDIANA  FOR  A  DONATION  OF  LAND  FOR  A  ROAD  FROM   THE  SOUTH 
BEND  OF  THE  ST.  JOSEPH'S  RIVER  TO  LIBERTY,  IN  UNION  COUNTY. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  SENATE  FEBRUARY  27,  1832. 

To  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Re2}resentaiives  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  : 

Your  memorialists,  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  respectfully  represent  that  between 
the  southern  bend  of  the  St.  Joseph's  river  and  the  State  line  of  Indiana,  in  the  direction  of  Hamilton,  situate 
on  the  Miami  canal,  in  Ohio,  there  is  a  vast  tract  of  territory  uninhabited,  intersected  by  no  navig-able 
streams,  and  without  roads  or  other  facilities  of  communication;  that  the  territory  belongs  chiefly  to  the 
general  government,  and  unless  the  means  of  intercourse  are  furnished  must  remain  the  i^operty  of  the 
United  States  for  many  years  to  come,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  State  of  Indiana;  for  your  memorialists 
are  impressed  with  the  belief  that  Indiana  is  no  less  interested  in  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  lying  witln'n 
her  limits  than  is  the  general  government,  because  while  the  treasury  of  the  one  is  increased  the  wealth 
of  the  other  is  equally  advanced;  our  population  will  be  swelled  in  numbers,  and  the  burden  of  taxation 
diminished.  Your  memorialists  would  advert  to  another  fact  which  all  experience  verifies,  that  property 
in  the  vicinity  of  roads  or  navigable  streams  is  much  uKire  valuable  and  commands  a  greater  number  of 
purchasers  than  property  more  remote;  that  for  this  reason  it  would  be  an  act  not  only  of  profit  but  expe- 
diency on  the  part  of  the  general  government  to  give  a  part  of  the  public  lands  to  enable  this  State  to 
constitute  such  roads  through  them  as  would  create  a  market  for  the  remainder.  Your  memorialists  are 
also  of  opinion  that  a  road  from  the  southern  bend  of  the  St.  Joseph's  river  to  New  Castle,  in  Henry  county, 
thence  to  Milton,  in  Wayne  county,  and  from  thence  through  Waterloo,  in  Fayette  county,  Brownsville 
and  Liberty,  in  Union  count}',  to  intersect  the  Hamilton  and  Oxford  turnpike  road  (now  in  progress)  at 
the  State  line  between  Ohio  and  Indiana,  at  or  near  the  northwest  corner  of  Oxford  College  township, 
would  be  eminently  calculated  to  produce  the  favorable  results  we  have  been  pointing  out.  It  would 
enable  emigrants  to  find  their  way  through  the  wilderness,  and  be  the  means  of  procuring  a  sale  of  thou- 
sands of  acres  of  land  which  otherwise  may  remain  without  a  purchaser  for  half  a  centurj'.  In  addition, 
also,  your  memorialists  would  state  that  this  road  would  become  a  great  mail  route  between  the  northern 
and  eastern  parts  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  for  which  reasons  your  memorialists  would  respectfully  ask  that 
a  quantity  of  the  public  lands  might  be  donated  to  the  State  of  Indiana,  equal  to  each  alternate  section, 
two  miles  in  depth  on  each  side  of  said  road  where  it  may  run  through  lands  belonging  to  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  to  aid  in  constructing  said  road. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  memorial  to  each  of  our 
senators  and  representatives  in  Congress,  with  a  special  request  that  they  use  their  best  exertions  in  pro- 
curing the  donation  contemplated  in  the  preceding  memorial. 

H.  P.  THORNTON,  Speaker  ])ro  tern,  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
DAVID  WALLACE,  PreMdent  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  February  3,  1832. 

N.  NOBLE. 


1832. 
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22d  CoxciKEss.]  No.  1030.  [1st  Session-. 

OX  COXFIRMIXO   A  SALK  MADE  OP  AX   TXDIAX  IJKJ^KRV ATIOX   TX   ALAT.AMA. 

CllMMlNICATEIl    Til    THE    llol-SE    OF    liEl'UESENTATIVES    FEI'.IU  AI!V    2S.    lS:i2. 

Mr.  Makdis,  i'niin   the  ('oiiiiuitli'e   on    Pi'iwito    IjhikI   (,'laiiiis,  to  wliom  was   rcforrcil   tl]o  iiclilioii  of  ■Fames 

Caullieltl,  rciioitcd: 

Tliat  on  the  2(Mli  of  .April,  1S18,  an  act  oF  the  Con;;'ress  of  the  United  States  was  a|i|ii'ove(l  \<y  the 
President,  g'ranting  to  Peg't^'v  Bailey,  sister  of  Dixon  liailoj',  a  ('reek  Indian  of  the  half  lilood,  who  was 
slain  in  the  service  of  the  I'nited  States  at  the  captnre  of  Fort  .Minis,  the  ri.n'ht  to  enter  with  the  reg-ister 
of  the  land  oflicc,  without  ]iaynient,  three  hundreil  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  so  as  to  include  the  settle- 
ment and  improvement  of  the  said  Di.xon  Bailey  in  the  Alahania  ti'rritory.  That  Pc,L;;:;'y  Badey  conlinned 
in  the  actual  or  constructive  possession  of  s;iid  tract  of  land  until  the  'i^id  of  Se|itenilier,  1828,  when  the 
said  Peg'g'y  Bailey,  having'  detenniiied  to  ungrate  to  the  country  west  of  thi'  Mississippi,  did,  in  cun junc- 
tion with  one  Richard  Kobisou,  who  married  tlie  said  I'eggy  Bailey,  the  only  other  [jcrsou  interested  in 
said  tract  of  land,  through  their  attorney  in  fact,  l?enjainiu  Hawkins,  duly  authorized,  for  and  in  considera- 
tion of  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  sell  and  convej'  to  the  petitioner  the  said  three  hundi-ed  acres  ni' 
land.  By  the  laws  regulating  Indian  reservations  the  t)etitiouer  was  informed  at  the  in-oper  land  <illic(! 
that  said  land  was  forfeited  to  the  United  States  so  siion  as  the  said  Peggy  Bailey  aliamloneil  the  [losses- 
sion,  of  which  law  the  petitioner  swears  he  was  ignorant  at  the  time  of  the  imrchase,  and  the  cominitte(» 
believe  such  to  be  the  fact  from  the  adequate  consideration  given  by  the  petitioner  for  said  land.  At  the 
ensuing  session  of  Congress  a  law  was  passed  authorizing  friendly  Indians  hohling  resu'vations  to  sidl 
the  same  in  fee  sim]ile  upon  condition  of  their  removal  west  of  the  Mississippi.  Peggy  Bailey  having 
removed  west  of  the  Mississippi,  ami  the  petitioner  having  paid  her,  in  the  estimation  of  the  committee, 
an  adequate  price  for  said  land,  it  is  believed  by  said  committee  that  the  petitioner  comes  under  the  equity 
of  the  law  now  in  force  as  regards  all  other  Indian  reservations,  and  have  tlierefore  reported  a  bill 
authorizing'  the  petitioner  to  iMiter  said  land  at  govenuiient  p-'  — 


price 
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DOCUMENTS    ItELATIXG    TO    SCRIP    ISSUED   TO    SATISFY    VIRGIXIA    MILITARY   BOUNTY 

LAND  WARRANTS. 

COMMUXICATEn    TO    THE    SENATE     FEBEl'ARY    28,     1832. 

CiEN'ERAL  Laxd  Office,  January  14,  18.32. 
Sir;  T  transmit  herewith  a  statement,  marked  A,  containing  in  part  claims  for  lost  entries  on  Virginia 
continental  warrants,  and  which  have  been   satisfied  by  scrip,  with  explanatory  remarks.     Many  other 
claims  which  are  not  embraced  in  the  statement  are  similar  in  character. 

In  addition  to  the  same,  I  also  transmit  copies  of  letters  from  my  predecessor,  marked  B  and  C,  to 
the  surveyor  of  the  Virginia  military  reservation  in  Ohio,  a  copy  of  the  act  of  Congress  apjiroved  May  20, 
1826,  marked  D,  which  has  an  important  bearing  on  the  whole,  and  several  copies  of  certificates  from  the 
surveyor  accompanying  those  claims,  which  are  underlined  in  red  in  the  statement,  the  ^\dlole  of  which,  I 
trust,  will  answer  your  purpose. 

AVitli  great  respect,  sir,  j'oiir  obedient  servant, 

ELIJAH   UAYWARD. 
Hon.  Charles  A.  Wickliffe,  House  of  Eppresenlatifes. 
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Statement  shoidny  several  cases  luhere  sa-ip  has  been  issued  on  lost  patents  or  entries  on  Virginia  continental 
warrants,  the  number  of  the  warrant,  the  quantity,  to  whom  issued,  the  amount  for  u-hich  scrip  has  been 
issued,  to  whom  issued,  and  the  date  of  the  last  assignment. 


6160 
5963 
6545 
5606 
.W73 


6I5U 
6683 


6660 
6661 


6666 


2896 
3890 
3891 
3892 


6440 
2085 
6480 


64011 
6405 

6407  I 

6408  ! 
6409 
6410 
6413 
6414 


1,000 

6665 

5,333 

1,333J 

300 


200 
2,000 

4,666| 


2,000 


Name  of  tbe  person  to 
whom  the  warrant  has 
been  issued. 


J.  &  M.  Ilobson,  assignee 

do 

John  Moss 

Wm.  Aylett 

Callobill  Minnis 


William  Collins.. 
D.  Kjrk Patrick. .. 

William  Johnson. 


2,000      C.  Harrison. 


.do. 


2,666»   John  Evans. 


200 
100 
100 
lOO 


1,266! 


3,5Ki 
100 
200 


2,000 


2,000 


James  Barbour. 
Robt.  Rankin  .. 

Uobt.  Dallis 

N.  Preston 


Mary  Stephenson. 

Henry  Small 

M.  Cummings 


A.  Alexander. 


G.  Hite 


Allen  McLane. 


a 


WiUiani  Woolfolk 1,233} 


95 
100 

200 


8,000 


125 
118 
50 
338  j 
111  J 


200 
,500 


\ame  of  the  person  to  ,  Date  of  the 


whom  scrip  has  been 
issued. 


last  assign- 
ment. 


500 

500 

1,737 


Uelen  Massey,  devisee, 


William  Collins 
Thomas  Green. 


Remarks. 


Allen  Latham. 


a  Wallace. 


C.  Wallace. 


C.    Wallace,    last   as- 
signee. 


Amos  Kendal!  &  others, 
executors  of  the  will 
of  Wm.  Woolfolk. 


Feh.,1831 


Allen  Latham. 


Allen  Latham. 


Heirs  of  Benj.  Stephen- 


Louis  McLane,  devisee. 


Mar.,  1830 


The  quantity  of  743  acres,  for  which  scrip  has  been  issued  to 
the  devisee,  was  surveyed  and  patented  to  Henry  Massy  in 
1S26 ;  the  survey,  however,  interfered  with  a  previous  entry 
made  in  1787.  A  certificate  of  tlie  fact,  as  required  by  in- 
structions, (marked  B  and  C,)  was  furni^^hed  by  the  sur- 
veyor ;  and  the  authority  on  which  that  officer  acted  in  this 
case  is  the  proviso  in  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  May  30, 
1826.  (See  act  herewith.)  The  certificate  is  in  all  respects 
in  conformity  to  tlie  instructions. 
This  is  a  similar  case  to  the  one  preceding,  and  the  scrip  was 

issued  to  the  original  warrantee. 
This  warrant  was  assigned  to  Nath.  Sawyer,  who  assigned 
1,000  acres  to  Thos.  Green,  llie  whole  of  which  was  en- 
tered; but  500  acres  were  lost  by  prior  entries,  and  declared 
null  and  void  by  the  act  of  30th  May,  1826. 
The  whole  of  tliis  warrant  was  satislied.    A  patent  for  1,000 
acres  was  lost,  the  whole  of  which  was  re-entered  and  again 
lost.     (See  act  of  20th  May,  1836.) 
This  quantity  was  entered  on  lands  west  of  Lxidtow'a  line,  on 
lands  surveyed  by  the  United  Slates,  and  also  declared  void 
by  tlie  act  of  May,  1836. 
Of  tlie  quantity  for  which  scrip  has  issued,  l,i:S  acres  were 
entered  on  lands  west  of  Ludlow's  line,  and  interfering  with 
United  States  surveys;  the  balance  of  605  acres  were  pat- 
ented to  M.  Bonner,  and  lost  to  him  by  a  decision  of  ihe 
court  of  common  pleas  for  Madison  county,  Ohio.    In  this 
case  Uic  lessee  of  M.  Bonner  was  plaintiff,  and  Peter  Buf- 
fenberg,  defendant,  (in  April,  lb30.) 
Tlie  whole  quantity  was  patented  to  S.  Gibson ;  the  patent  was 
declared  void,  and  tlie  grantee  evicted  by  a  decision  of  the 
supreme  court  of  Highland  county,  Ohio,  at  the  suit  of  the 
lessee  of  Mcissy's  heirs  against  the  patentee;  was  tlien  re- 
entered, and  again  lost  by  prior  entries,  and  declared  void 
by  the  act  of  1826. 
Declared  void  under  the  act  of  May,  1826. 


The  quantity  for  which  scrip  was  issued,  was  heretofore  pat- 
ented to  L.  Anderson,  and  lost  by  a  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  in  a  writ  of  error:  Jackson,  ex 
dem.  of  Anderson,  plaintiff,  t'J.  Clark  fit  Ellison,  defendanta 
in  error,  fitc. 

Lost  by  a  prior  survey  patented;  declared  void  by  the  act  of 
May,  1836;  and  the  sur\'eyor,  in  his  certificate,  says  that  the 
principle  is  so  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  itie  United 
Stales  in  the  preceding  case. 

This  claim  was  admitted,  the  claimants  having  been  evicted  by 
virtue  of  a  prior  grant.  (See  act  of  Congress,  approved 
May  7,  1832. 


The  warrants  (each  of  which  is  for  250  acres)  were  entered 
on  lands  already  9ur\'eyed  ;  llien  withdrawn  and  satisfied  by 
the  issuing  of  scrip. 


Genera!,  Land  Offite,  January  19,  1R32. 


B. 


Gener.\l  L.i.N'D  Office,  July  2,  1830. 

Sir:  Approheiuling-  that  man_y  applications  will  be  made  tu  withdraw  all  entries  that  have  been  made 

on  Virginia  military  warrants  (on  which  patents  have  not  been  issued)  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  scrip, 

I  request  that  you  will  not  permit  the  withdrawal  of  any  entries  that  may  have  been  made,  except  in 

cases  where  entries  may  be  found  to  interfere  with  lands  previously  entered.     I  also  request  from  you 
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immediate  advice  whether  or  not  your  offiep  is  in  possession  of  the  records  of  the  surveys  made  in  Ken- 
tnck^'  for  the  continental  line,  and  wliether  copies  of  them  have  been  deposited  with  the  register  of  the 
land  olhco  at  Frankfort,  Kentucky. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obrdicnt  .servant, 

(iEOKOE  (iKAHAM. 
Allen  L.vrii.vM,  Ksq.,  Sitrai/or,  Chilicothr,  Oliio. 


U. 

(Jexer.u,  L.wii  Ofiick,  Juhj  10,  ls:i(). 

Sir:  Enclosed  you  have  a  copy  of  the  act  of  (.'on;>'ress  ajiprovcd  mi  the  liOth  of  ^^ay  last  respecting;- 
Virg'inia  military  claims. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  liavint;;  decided  that  it  is  indispensably  necessar^v  that  the  certilicates 
required  by  the  third  section  of  that  act  shall  be  ])roduced  by  the  applicants  previously  to  the  issuing'  of 
the  scrip,  and  the  ]H-ovisions  (if  the  s(n-enth  sectiim  of  the  act  making  it  necessary  that  you  should  give  a 
certificate  in  rehttion  to  tlie  warrants  issued  to  the  ofHcers  and  S(.ildiers  of  the  continent.'il  line  similar  to 
that  required  of  the  surveyor  of  the  Virginia  State  line;  I  have,  therefore,  to  recjuest  that  that  certili<"ite 
mav  be  made  out  in  the  following  manner,  to  wit: 

"  I  hereby  certify  that  warrant  No.  ,  granted  to as  a in  thi'  cnntinental 

line,   has   been   satislied   in   whole   or   in   part   by   the   f  illowiiig-  entries:    Entry  No.  for acres. 

Entry  No.  ■ for acres,  ot'  which  acres  have  been  surveyed,  and  that  there  yet  r-.'uiains  

acres  thereof  to  lie  located."' 

This  certificate  is  required  by  the  law  to  lie  under  the  seal  of  your  office;  and  it  noist  extern!  as  well 
to  the  warrants  entered  in  Kentucky,  if  you  have  the  reciuds  of  timse  entries  and  surveys,  as  to  those 
eutered  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

In  all  cases  where  tliere  may  be  an  application  to  withdraw  an  entry  in  consequence  of  the  lo.ss  by  a 
prior  or  better  claim,  you  will,  of  course,  make  a  very  thorough  investigation  before  you  grant  a  certifiivite 
of  the  loss  of  the  land,  and  will  grant  no  certificate  in  any  doubtful  case  exce))t  on  actual  eviction,  and 
you  will  particularly  state  in  that  certificate  the  No.  of  the  warrant,  and  the  date  of  the  better  and  prior 
entrj-,  and  the  date  also  of  the  junior  entry. 

As  there  are  some  cases  where  through  mistake  warrants  granted  for  services  performed  in  the  State 
line  have  been  entered  wholly  or  in  part  in  Ohio,  I  have  to  request  that  j'ou  will  make  out  a  particular 
list,  so  far  as  you  possibly  can,  of  all  such  cases,  and  forward  it  to  this  office  with  as  little  delay  a.s 
possible. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 

Allen*  L.a.th.\m,  Esq.,  Surveyor  af  Chilicoihc,  Ohio. 


D. 

An  ad  lo  e.rtcnd  thr  time  for  locatiiuj  ]lrr/ima  militari/  land  2carra)t/n,  and  ninrniji^/  ^urvo/^  thereon  to  the 

General  Land  Office. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentatires  of  the  United  Stateti  cif  America  in 
Congress  assembled,  That  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  on  the  continental  establishment, 
their  heirs  or  assigns,  entitled  to  bounty  lands  within  the  tract  of  country  reserved  by  the  State  of 
Virginia,  between  the  Little  iL'ami  and  Sciota  rivers,  shall  be  allowed  until  the  first  day  of  June,  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty-nine,  to  obtain  warrants,  and  until  the  first  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
two,  to  complete  their  locations,  and  until  the  first  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-three,  to 
return  their  surveys  and  warrants,  or  certified  copies  thereof,  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  and  to  obtain  patents:  Provided,  That  no  location  shall  be  made  by  virtue  of  anj^  warrant  obtained 
after  the  first  da_y  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  twent_y-nine,  and  no  patent  shall  issue  in  coiLsecpienco  of 
any  location  made  after  the  first  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two:  And  jjrovided  also,  That 
no  patent  shall  be  obtained  on  any  such  warrant  unless  there  be  produced  to  tlie  Secretary  of  AVar  satis- 
factory evidence  that  such  warrant  was  granted  fir  services  which,  by  the  laws  of  Virginia,  passed  prior 
to  the  cessiiin  of  the  nrjrth western  Territmy,  would  have  entitled  such  officer  or  soldier,  liis  heirs  or 
assigns,  to  bounty  lands;  and  also  a  certificate  of  the  register  of  the  land  office  of  Virginia,  that  no  warrant 
has  issued  from  the  said  land  office  for  the  same  services. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  patent  shall  be  issued,  by  virtue  of  the  preceding  section, 
for  a  greater  rjuantity  of  land  than  the  rank  or  term  of  service  of  the  officer  or  soldier  to  whom  or  to 
whose  heirs  or  assigns  such  warrant  has  been  granted  would  have  entitled  him  to  under  the  aforesaid 
laws  of  Virginia;  and  whenever  it  appears  to  the  Secretary  of  AVar  that  the  survey  made  bj'  virtue  of  any 
of  the  aforesaid  warrants  is  for  a  greater  quantity  of  land  than  the  officer  or  soldier  is  entitled  to  for  his 
services,  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  certify,  on  each  survey,  the  amount  of  such  surplus  quantity,  and 
the  officer  or  soldier,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  survey  from  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  and  resnrvey  his  location,  excluding  such  surplus  quantity  in  one  body  from  any  part 
of  his  resurve}',  and  a  patent  shall  issue  upon  such  resnrvey  as  in  other  cases. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  holder  of  any  warrant  which  lias  been  or  may  be  located 
shall  be  permitted  to  withdraw  or  remove  the  same  and  locate  it  on  any  other  land  except  in  cases  of 
eviction,  in  consequence  of  a  legal  judgment  first  obtained,  from  the  whole  or  a  part  of  the  located  land, 
or  unless  it  be  found  to  interfere  witli  a  prior  location  or  survey;  nor  shall  any  lands  heretofore  sold  liy 
the  United  States  within  the  boundaries  of  said  reservation  be  subject  to  location  by  the  holder  of  any 
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such  unliicated  warrant:    Provided,   That  no  location  nhall,  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  be  made  on  lands  for 
lohicl I  patent,';  liad  prceioudy  issued,  or  v:hich  had  been  previously  surveyed,  nor  shall  any  location  be  made  on 
lands  lying  2vest  of  Ludlow's  line,  and  any  patent  which,  nevertheless,  may  be  obtained  contrary  to  the  prouisioji.s 
(if  tills  section  shall  lie  null  and  void. 
Approved  May  20,  1826. 


Notice  to  applicants  for  patents  under  the  above  act. 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  (h'cideJ  that  there  shall  he  furnished,  frinri  the  records  of  the  State  of 
Virginia,  sucii  information  as  will  enable  him  to  certify,  in  the  words  of  the  act,  that  there  has  been  pro- 
duced "'satisfactory  evidence  that  such  warrant  was  granted  for  services,  which,  by  the  laws  of  Virg'inia, 
passed  prior  to  the  cession  of  the  riorthwestern  Territory,  would  have  entitled  sucii  oflicer  or  soldier,  his 
licirs  or  assigns,  to  bounty  lands." 

Tiie  infirmation  should  be  regularly  certified  by  the  Governor  of  Virginia. 

The  law  also  requires  that  before  a  patent  can  be  issued  there  must  be  produced  "a  certificate  of  the 
register  of  the  land  office  of  Virginia  that  no  [other]  warrant  has  issued  from  the  said  land  office  for  tlic 
same  service." 

Treasirv  Dki'.\rtmknt,  General  Land  Office. 


To  llic  honorahle  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States: 

I,  Alien  Latham,  surveyor  of  the  land  set  apart  for  the  ofHccrs  and  soldiers  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Virginia,  on  continental  establishment,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  within  patent  is  wholly  lost  by  inter- 
ference with  William  Washington's  survey  of  2,000  acres.  No.  1388,  made  on  warrant  No.  22G3,  on  an 
entry  bearing  date  August  17,  1787,  and  being,  by  act  of  Congress  of  Jlay  20,  1821),  and  prior  laws, 
declared  void,  has  been  withdrawn.  There  jx't  remains  to  be  hjcated  742  acres  of  said  warrants,  in  the 
following  proportions: 

On  Captain  Thomas  llay's  warrant.  No.  0160 125  acres. 

On  Lieutenant  Barbs.  Arthur's  warrant,  No.  5963 IIS     " 

On  Maj(jr  John  Moss's  warrant.  No.  5545 50     " 

On  Coioncl  Wm.  Aylett's  warrant,  No.  5C06 338     " 

On  Captain  C.  Minnis's  warrant.  No.  5743 Ill     " 

742 


Given  under  my  hand   anil  seal  of  office  at  Chilicothe,  August  20,  lS3tl,  and   (ifty-fifth  year  of  the 
independence  of  tlie  United  States. 

ALLEN  LATHAM,   [i,.  s.] 


No.  6660. 

To  the  honorable  Secretary  rf  the  Treasury: 

I,  Allen  Latham,  surveyor  of  the  land  set  apart  for  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Virginia  on  continental  establishment,  do  certify  (fnjm  a  strict  and  careful  examination  of  the  original 
documents  and  records  of  the  surveyor's  office  for  said  continental  line)  that  on  the  22d  of  Decendier, 
1824,  a  warrant.  No.  6660,  issued  by  the  register  of  the  land  office  of  Virginia  to  Cuthljcrt  Harrison,  his 
heirs  or  assigns,  for  2,000  acres  of  land,  due  unto  the  said  warrantee  in  part  consideration  of  his  services 
for  the  war  as  a  captain  in  the  Virginia  continental  line,  dated  December  3,  1824,  was  filed  in  this  office, 
and  tliat  there  yet  remains  500  acres  thereof  of  said  warrant  to  be  located;  said  warrant  has  been  satisfied 
in  part  by  tlio  following  entries,  viz:  No.  13067,  for  300  acres;  No.  13068,  for  200  acres;  No.  13088,  for 
750  acres;  No.  12562,  for  150  acres;  No.  12564,  for  100  acres;  all  which  have  been  surveyed. 

I  do  further  certify  that  an  cntrj'.  No.  13172,  for  500  acres,  was  made  in  tiiis  office  on  said  warrant 
on  the  7th  day  of  June,  1830,  which  said  entry  is  lost  by  interference  with  the  surveys  of  the  United 
States  west  of  Ludlow's  line,  and  Ijeing,  by  act  of  Congress  of  May  20,  1826,  declared  void,  has  been 
withdrawn,  and  that  500  acres  of  said  warrant.  No.  6660,  remains  umippropriated. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  18th  August,  1830,  and  fifty-fiftli  year  of  the  independence  of  the 
United  States. 

ALLEN  LATHAM,   [l.  s.] 


No.  6661. 


To  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States: 

1,  Allen  Latham,  surveyor  of  the  lands  set  apart  for  tlie  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Coramonw'ealth 
of  Virginia,  on  continental  establishment,  do  certify  (from  a  strict  and  careful  examination  of  the  original 
documents  and  records  of  tlie  surveyor's  (jffico  for  said  continental  line)  that  on  the  22d  day  of  Deceniber, 
A.  T>.  1824,  a  warrant.  No.  6661,  issued  by  the  register  of  the  land  office  of  Virginia,  to  Cutlibert  Harrison, 
his  heirs  or  assigns,  for  2,000  acres  of  land  due  unto  the  said  warrantee,  in  full,  in  consideration  of  his 
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services  fur  tlie  war  as  a  ciqitaiii  in  the  Virp;iiiia  eoiitiiieiifal  line,  (lat<'d  tliinl  ilay  cif  Deccnilier,  one 
thousand  eigiit  hundrecl  anil  twt'nty-f'our,  \va«  filed  in  this  olliee,  and  lliat  tlicre  yrl  ronain  .SOO  acres 
thereof  of  said  warrant  to  be  located.  Said  warrant  lias  been  satisfied,  in  i)art,  by  the  lollDwiii};-  entries, 
to  wit:  No.  131158,  fur  400  acres;  No.  1300(5,  for  100  acres;  No.  ISfifiO.  (or  200  acVes;  No.  12:>57,  for  SOO 
acres;  all  of  tlieni  surveyed. 

I  di>  fiaihrr  certify  that  .">00  acres  of  said  warrant  were  ciitcrt'd  in  this  ullicc  on  the  7th  diino,  ISMO, 
in  entry  No.  1317:i,  which  said  entry  is  lost  by  inlerfereiice  with  the  surveys  of  liie  Iniled  Stales  west 
of  Ludlow's  line,  and  beinj;',  by  act  of  ( 'oin;'ress  of  May  '20,  IS'Jii,  declaied  \oiil,  has  been  withdrawn; 
said  TiOO  acres  remain  una|ipro|)riated. 

(liven  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  ollice,  at  Chilicothe,  this  Istli  day  ol  .\uL;aist,  1^30,  and  fiftj-difth 
year  of  the  inileiieiideiici'  of  the  I'nited  Slates. 

AI.LKN  L.VTIIAM.  1 1,.  s.] 


No.  (ililili 

To  the  konorohle  Sccninri/  (i/'llir  Tira^uri/  of  the.  United  States: 

I,  Allen  Latham,  surveyor  of  the  land  set  apart  for  the  oiric(>rs  and  soldiers  of  ihe  Coninionweallh  of 
Yirg'inia,  on  continental  establishment,  do  certify  (from  a  strict  and  careful  e.xainination  of  the  oriji;inal 
documents  and  records  of  llie  surveyor's  office  for  said  continental  line)  that  on  the  31st  day  (if  December, 
A.  1).  1824,  a  warrant,  Xo.  (5(500,  issued  by  the  re<;-ister  of  the  land  office  of  Virg-inia  to  John  Evans, 
assignee  of  James  Carson,  lieir-al-law  of  James  Carson,  deceased,  for  2,6(>6]]  acres  of  land,  due  unto  the 
said  warrantee  in  consideration  of  said  James  Carson's  services  fur  the  war  as  a  lioTitenant  in  the?  Virginia 
continental  line,  dated  ninth  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ami  twenty-four,  was  filed  in 
this  office,  and  that  tlicre  yet  remain  1,T37§  acres  thereof  of  said  warrant  to  be  located.  Said  warrant 
has  been  satisfied,  in  part,  by  the  f  illowing  entries,  to  wit  :  No.  128.52,  for  33g  acres;  No.  12796,  for 
30  acres;  Nos.  12799,  12S27,  "and  12853,  for  100  acres;  No.  12795,  for  175  acres;  No.  12797,  for  85  acres; 
No.  12798,  for  25  acres;  No.  12846,  for  40  acres;  No.  12768,  for  115  acres;  No.  12767,  for  60  acres;  No. 
12766,  for  80  acres — all  of  which  have  been  survej-ed;  and  N'o.  12849,  for  77  acres;  No.  12854,  for  36 
acres,  and  No.  12855,  fir  73  acres — the  last  three  not  surveyed. 

I  Jo  further  certify  that,  on  the  7th  day  of  July,  1829,  an  entry  of  605  acres  was  made  on  said 
warrant  No.  12850,  which  was  surveyed  and  patented  to  Matthew  15onner  on  the  24th  of  July,  1829, 
which  entry  and  patent  has  been  lost  by  interference  with  David  Stephenson's  survey.  No.  5593,  for  360 
acres,  founded  on  an  entry  dated  March  14,  1808,  and  on  warrant  No.  347,  as  determined  by  the  court  of 
common  pleas  of  Madison  cuuntj-,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  at  the  April  term  of  said  court,  in  the  case 
wherein  the  les.sec  of  said  Bonner  was  plaintitf  and  Peter  Butfenburg-  was  defendant.  The  said  lessee 
claiming  title  under  patent,  and  the  said  entry  and  patent,  being  determined  void,  has  been  withdrawn. 
I  do  furtlier  certify  that,  on  the  7tli  June,  1830,  1,132.^  acres  of  said  warrant  were  entered  in  No.  13172, 
which  entrj-  is  lost  bj' interference  with  the  surveys  of  the  United  States  west  of  Ludlow's  Hue,  and  being, 
by  act  of  Congress  of  May  20,  1826,  declared  void,  has  been  withdrawn,  which  leaves  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  thirty-seven  and  one-third  acres  of  said  warrant  No.  6666  unappropriated. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  Chilicothe,  this  18th  day  of  August,  1830,  and  iifty-liftli 
year  of  the  independence  of  tlie  United  States. 

ALLEN  LATHAM,   [l.  s.J 


No.  6440. 

To  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasirry  : 

I,  Allen  Latham,  surveyor  of  the  land  set  apart  for  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Virginia,  or  continental -establishment,  do  certify  (from  a  strict  and  careful  examination  of  the  original 
documents  and  records  of  the  surveyor's  office  for  said  continental  line)  that  on  the  31st  day  of  -May, 
1821,  a  warrant.  No.  6440,  issued  by  the  register  of  the  land  office  of  Virginia  to  Mary  Stephenson, 
widow  and  devisee  of  John  Stephenson,  her  heirs  and  assigns,  for  3,555^  acres  of  land,  due  unto  the  said 
warrantee  in  consideration  of  said  John  Stephenson's  services  for  the  war  as  a  major  in  the  Virginia 
continental  line,  dated  April  20,  1821,  was  filed  in  this  office,  and  that  there  yet  remain  95  acres  thereof 
of  said  warrant  to  be  located.  Said  warrant  has  been  satisfied,  in  part,  by  the  following  entries,  viz:  No. 
10884,  for  217  acres;  No.  10701,  for  150  acres;  No.  11089,  for  72  acres;  Nos.  107O,"l2134-'5-'0-'7-'8, 
for  400  acres;  No.  12124,  for  728  acres;  No.  10698,  for  450  acres;  Nos.  12144  and  12145,  for  1,005 
acres;  and  No.  10861,  for  438  acres;  in  all,  3,460  acres,  which  said  entries  have  been  surveyed. 

I  do  further  certify  that  95  acres  of  said  warrant  were  entered  in  this  office  in  an  entry  of  395  acres. 
No.  12468,  on  the  lOtli  of  June,  1824.  surveyed  and  patented  to  Larcy  Anderson  on  the  9tli  November, 
1824,  and  lost  by  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  liy  a  survey  of  553  acres  in  the 
name  of  Natli.  Massie,  made  on  two  warrants  that  had  been  previously  satisfied,  N'os.  3398  and  1950, 
admitted  to  record  by  mistake;  said  survej'  is  founded  on  an  entrj'.  No.  2744,  made  July  19,  1796.  Said 
ninety-five  acres  so  lost  have  been  withdrawn  and  remain  unappropriated. 

Given  under  my  liand  and  seal  of  office,  &c.,  August  17,  1830. 

ALLEN  LATHAM,  [i..  s.] 

VOL.    VI 51    E 
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22d  Congress.]  JNo.  10d2.'  [1st  Session. 

0  N    C  L  iV  I  U    T  U    LAND    1  N    LOUISIANA. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  I{E]'RE.SENTATIVES  FEBRUARY  29,    1832. 

Mr.  (Iaub,  fVoiii  the  Committee  on  Private  Lund  Ciaiin.s,  to  w!i(.)m  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Bills, 

reported : 

Tliat  John  Bills,  of  the  parish  of  East  Baton  Pioiis-e,  in  the  State  of  Ijouisiana,  sets  forth  in  his  petition 
that  ho  settled  uiion  a  tract  of  laud  in  said  parish  in  the  year  1813  containing-  two  hundred  and  lifty-seveii 
acres;  that  so  soon  as  the  land  office  was  estalilislied  at  St.  Helena,  and  commissioners  appointed  to  grant 
certificates  to  actual  settlers,  he  made  application,  and  adduced  evidence  to  said  commissioners  of  his 
settlement  on  said  land,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining'  a  dunation  for  the  quantity  of  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  or  a  less  quantity  in  the  event  that  there  did  not  exist  at  that  time  vacant  land  sufficient  to  complete 
said  donation;  that  his  title  and  evidence  of  settlement  were  left  with  said  commissioners  by  him,  and 
were  by  said  commissioners  lost  or  destroyed,  thereby  preventing-  him  from  applying  to  the  successors  of 
said  commissioners  for  a  certificate.  Petitioner  further  states  that  he  after%vards  applied  for  and  obtained 
a  pre-emption  right  for  one  hundred  an:l  sixty  acres  oulj';  that  upon  actual  survey  of  said  pre-emption,  the 
lines  divide  his  improvement,  and  cutoff  his  gin  house  and  other  buildings.  Said  petitioner  prays  that  the 
lines  may  be  so  run  as  to  secure  to  him  his  improvements,  or  so  as  to  include  the  balance  of  the  tract  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty-seven  acres,  for  which  he  is  willing  to  pay  the  minimum  price.  It  was  proven  by 
General  Thomas,  of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  that  the  facts  set  forth  in  said  petition,  as  relates  to  the 
settlement  and  survey,  are  correct;  and,  further,  that  said  petitioner  has  deiiosited  in  the  proper  office  the 
sum  re(piired  by  law  to  purchase  the  said  ime  hundred  and  sixty  acres  ol  land.  The  ciimniittee  therefore 
report  a  bill  for  his  relief. 


22d  Coxgress.]  No.    1033.  [1. ST  Session. 

ON   THE   EXPEDIENCY  OF  DIVIDING  THE   DISTRICT   OF   THE   SURVEYOR    GENERAL   FOR 

MISSOURI,  ILLINOIS,  AND  ARKANSAS. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  SENATE  MARCH    2,    1  832. 

To  the  SenaU',: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  February  9,  1832,  I  have  received  the  accompanying 
report  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  "  on  the  extent  and  amount  of  business  of  the 
surveyor  general's  district  for  Missouri,  Illinois,  and  Arkansas,  and  the  expediency  <jf  dividing  the  said 
district,"  which  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  Senate. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Washington,  March  2,  1832. 


General  Land  Office,  Fehruary  29,  1832. 

Sir:  In  conq:)liance  witii  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  requesting  the  President  of  the  United  States  "to 
cause  a  report  to  Ite  made  to  the  Senate  ou  the  extent  and  amount  of  business  of  the  surveyor  general's 
district  for  Missouri,  Illinois,  and  Arkansas,  and  the  expediency  of  dividing  said  district,"  which  you  have 
been  pleased  to  refer  to  this  office  to  report  thereon,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  duties  of  that  sur- 
veying district  have  relation  to  about  thirty-seven  millions  of  acres  of  unsurveyed  lands,  now  the  property 
of  the  United  States,  to  wit:  sixteen  millions  in  Missouri,  four  millions  in  Illinois,  and  seventeen  millions 
in  Arkansas. 

Since  the  year  1826  there  have  been  survej'cd  in  that  district,  of  -which  this  office  has  been  advised, 
two  million  six  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  acres,  exclusive  of  private  claims  not  connected  with 
the  public  lands.  Of  these  surveys  no  township  plats  have  been  returned  to  tliis  office  for  one  mi/lion  one 
hundred  and  seventij-Jive  thousand  acres,  in  consequence  of  the  insufficient  aid  furnished  by  the  government. 
There  also  remains  a  large  amount  of  unfinished  business  in  that  office,  which  accrued  prior  to  the  period 
when  the  present  incumbent  entered  upon  its  duties,  and  which  has  retarded  the  progress  and  delayed  the 
returns  of  the  })ublic  surveys.  The  character  and  amount  of  arrears  prior  to  the  year  1820  are  stated  in  a 
letter  I'rom  Colonel  McRec  to  my  predecessor,  dated  May  2,  1820,  an  extract  of  which  is  hereunto  annexed, 
marked  A. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1827  the  present  surveyor  general  reported  to  tliis  office  in  detail  the 
amount  of  labor  which  would  devolve  on  him  during-  that  year,  exclusive  of  the  unfinished  business  which 
had  accrued  prior  to  the  year  1825,  with  copious  remarks  and  cxidanations  showing  tlu;  difiiculties  he  then 
had  to  encounter  and  the  impossibility  oi'  discharging  all  the  duties  re(|uired  of  him  with  the  means  pro- 
vided for  his  assistance,  as  will  appear  from  the  documents  marked  B,  C,  and  D,  herewith  transmitted. 

This  office  is  not  in  possession  of  such  authentic  or  official  information  as  to  enable  me  at  tliis  time  to 
estimate  with  probable  accuracy  the  amount  and  extent  of  business  in  that  surveying  department — the 
surveyor  general,  after  repeated  requests  for  that  purpose  within  the  last  three  years,  having  entirely 
ueglected  to  furnish  it — but  sufficient,  however,  is  known  on  the  subject  to  induce  the  belief  that  there  is 
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;       now  lis  n'reut  a.  quantity  rcquii'in.n'  iiiiiiiiMliate  attt'iitiou  as  at  any  furnior  jicridd  sinci'  tlir  year  IS'iO,  ami 
I       that  the  anuiuiit  dl'  arrears  and  niillMislicil  lMisin<'SS  (if  the  i)llirc  ai-c  at  tlir  prcscnl    lime   as   L;-i'eat    anil   as 
!       embarrassing'  as  tiiey  iiave  e\cr  been. 
'  Frcim  the  quantity  nrjuililie  lands  remainin;;-  niisnr\-eyi'd,  mid  Ihe  minieieiis  |iii\,i|e  elainis  wliieli  are 

required  to  bo  surveyed  in  ennnexion  with  the  surxi'vs  ol'  the  |inblie  hinds  in  Missmni  I  Arkansas,  and 

the  increasing"  annuint  nt'  untinished  business  n['  the  nlliee,  1  enterlain  no  drndil  nl'  tlie  expedienev  nf 
dividing  that  dislriet,  as  a  measure  ealled  loi-  by  the  iiitei'ests  of  tlie  governnient  and  the  necessities  nl' 
the  jieople. 

It'  sueii  slienld  be  the  (ipinion  nl'  Congress.  1  would  lespeeirnlly  suggest   (he  pnipriely  of  m:iking    tin; 
Territory  of  Aikansas  a  surveying  disliiet,  and  of  anni'xing  Illinois  to  the  disi  liet  ne.w  eomjiosed  of  ( lliio, 
Indiana,  and  l^[iehig•an,  which  would  limit  the  picsent  distriet  to  the  ,<lale  nt  Missouri. 
I  ha\e  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respeet,  \n\\v  obeilienl  sir\'ant. 

i:iJdA!l    li  \V\\Al;l» 
The  ri!Ksinr:xT  of /Jif  L'/iilal  ,Slalr:<. 


A. 

E.iiract  from  a  h-ttrr  from  Cohim-I  JlrBcr  lo  Gt'on/r  GraJinm,  csiy,,  ilali'd  SI.  L"iit.<,  Jfrn/  l',  IS^i',. 

"I  lind  it  neeessary  to  state,  tor  the  int'nrniatioii  of  tlie  department  at  Washinglon,  that  this  ol'lii-e,  as 
now  organized,  is  wholly  inadequate  to  tin'  eorreet  lierrnrmanee  of  a  fourth  part  of  the  duties  that  have 
devolved  upon  it  and  are  required  of  it  by  the  express  terms  of  the  law,  independent  of  those  wliieh  aie 
incidental,  including  a  large  portion  of  the  reipiisitions  of  the  (Jeneial  Land  (Jllice. 

"Your  letter  of  the  '2d  of  dune  last,  directing  the  worn  out  plats  of  the  ditVereid  laud  olliees  to  be 
renewed  with  all  imssible  desjiateli,  has  not  been  ennqdied  with,  excejit  in  one  instance.  I  found  it 
impossible  to  execute  tlioso  instructions,  and,  after  the  first  effort,  gave  up  the  attempt  as  lioi)eless.  Most, 
if  not  all,  the  plats  sent  to  the  several  land  oflices  will  require  to  be  renewed  within  a  very  few  years;  a 
great  number  of  them  require  to  lie  renewed  now.  The  register  of  the  land  office  at  Kaskaskia  rejiorted 
that  all  the  plats  in  his  office  canu'  within  the  descrii)tion  given  in  ynur  circular  of  May  31,  1825,  and 
demanded  the  renewal  of  the  whole  numlj^'r.  Thi.'re  are  near  four  thousand  wanting  in  this  office  under 
an  express  injunctiiui  i.if  tin'  law — that  is  to  say,  several  Iniudied  which,  from  various  causes,  oug'ht  to  be 
renewed,  and  an  entire  new  set  (to  be  of  record,  besides  those  which  are  now  kept,  in  compliance  with 
another  enactment.)  for  the  use  and  inspection  of  the  public  And  your  letter  of  the  14th  of  October  last 
coidemplatcs  a  future  deiuand  of  some  three  thousand  three  hundri'd,  for  the  use  of  the  General  Land  Office 
at  Washington.  I'lUt  these  are  mere  items;  there  is  near  ten  years' ari'earage  of  other  work  on  hand,  which 
must  be  performed  liehjre  either  accuracy  or  promptness  can  characterize  the  operations  of  this  office. 
Until  tlien,  I  am  working  in  the  dark,  and  the  correctness  of  my  intentions  affords  no  guarantee  to  the 
governnient  for  that  of  my  perfiirmance. 

"The  current  duties  of  conducting  the  annual  suiveys  of  the  [uildic  lands,  &c.,  and  keeiiing  a  record 
of  them,  are  fully  equal  to  the  constant  enqiloyment  of  all  the  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  surveym-.  It 
is  apparent,  therefore,  that  the  labor  bestowed  on  work  of  a  former  period  is  so  much  taken  from  that  of 
the  time  being,  which  must  be  postponed  and  neglected  in  consequence. 

"I  might  also  mention  anotlier  chiss  of  duties  wdncli  demands  some  labor,  and  obstructs  a  gieat  di'al 
more.  I  mean  the  surveys,  ifcc.,  of  private  claims,  and  from  which  there  is  no  escape.  In  relation  to  all 
these  duties,  anil  to  others  not  ennuierati.'d,  the  law  is  positive  in  its  injunctions,  while  it  withholds  the 
means  of  executing  tlieni,  and  is  at  once  inqierative  and  inqiossible  to  obey."' 


B. 

Scrvevok's  Office,  <S'/.  Louis,  Jaiuwrij  25,  1821. 
Sn;:   1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  an  estimate  of  the  several  descriptions  and  quantity  of  wi.irk 
(so  far  as  it  can  lie  stated  with  exactness)  wdiich  ought  to  be  performi'd  in  this  oftice  during  tin.'  present 
year,  exclusive  of  the  unfinished  office  business  prior  to  the  year  1825. 

The  work  specified  in  the  estimate  will  require  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy-one  days' 
labor  (of  one  person)  to  perform  it  in;  and  much  the  larger  portion  of  it  cannot  be  postponed  without  great 
detriment  to  the  public  interest  and  to  that  of  the  community  here.  Many  items  are  omitted,  (which  will 
comiuand  the  attention  of  the  office,  to  the  exclusion  of  some  that  are  embraced  in  the  estimate,)  Ijccause 
it  was  impossifile  to  anticipate  or  make  any  reasonalile  calculation  of  their  extent  and  the  labor  they  will 
occasion.  I  am  obliged  to  suspend  ftir  the  present  making  several  explanatory  remarks  which  ought  to 
accoiniiany  the  estimate,  in  order  to  forward  it  lij'  to-day's  mail,  which  leaves  this  within  the  hour. 
1  am,  verv  ix'spect fully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  McKEE. 
Gf.orge  Gr.a-H.vm,  Esi].,  Commisdoner  of  the  Genrral  Land  Office,  WoxJvncilon. 
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0. 

Estimate  of  the  quanlity  of  work  to  lie  performed  in  the  surveyor's  office  in  St.  Louis  dining  the  year  1827,  and 
cf  the  probaljle  time  that  wUl  be  occupied  in  performing  each  description  qjecifed. 


Days. 


Fjbst. — To  examining  surveys,  rcsiirveys,  and  corrections,  to  complete  the  plats  and  descrip- 
tions, and  to  finish  the  examination  of  the  same,  of  townships  and  fractional  town- 
ships surveyed  under  contract  of  1825  and  one  of  1823,  and  to  make  out  additional 
plats  and  descriptions  that  will  be  required  for  a  part  of  said  townships  and  fractional 
townships: 

1st.  To  com|)lete  the  calculation  of  the  areas  and  to  iinish  the  plats  of  34  townships  and 
fractional  townships,  the  surveys  of  which  are  complete  and  no  part  suspended,  will 
require , 

2d.  To  complete  the  examination  of  the  same  will  occupy  two  persons  three  days,  equal 
to  one  person 

3d.  To  make  triplicate  plats  of  two  of  ditto,  one  plain  and  one  river  township,  and  to 
compare,  correct,  and  certify  same,  will  occupy 

4th.  To  complete  the  description  of  said  34  townships  and  fractional  townships,  and 
to  finish  examination  of  the  same,  will  re(]uirc 

5th.  To  complete  the  calculations  of  the  areas  of  the  fractional  sections,  and  to  finish 
the  plats  of  21  townships  and  fractional  townships  heretofore  returned  and  suspended, 
will  require 

6th.  To  complete  the  examination  of  the  plats  of  ditto  will  occupy  two  jiersons  six  days, 
one  person , 

1th.  To  complete  the  descriptions  of  ditto,  and  finish  tiie  examination  of  the  same,  will 
occupy  two  persons  15  days,  one  person 

8th.  To  complete  the  calculation  of  the  areas  of  the  fractional  sections,  and  to  finish 
the  plats  of  39  townships  and  fractional  townships,  the  surveys  of  which  are  sus- 
pended in  part,  will  occupj' 

9th.  To  complete  the  examination  of  the  plats  of  ditto  will  occupy  two  persons  six  days, 
one  person •. 

lOtli.  To  complete  the  descriptions  of  ditto,  and  finish  the  examination  <if  the  same,  will 
occupy  two  persons  20  days,  one  person 

11th.  To  examine  the  resurveys  and  corrections  of  ditto  will  occupy , 

12th.  To  make  out  and  examine  one  additional  plat  of  each  of  ditto  will  occupy 

loth.  To  make  out  and  examine  one  additional  description  of  each  of  ditt(.)  will  occupy 
nearly •. 


complete  the  reception  of  surveys,  &c.,  under 


land  that  will  be 
out  and  examining 


Total  number  of  days'  work  t 

contracts  of  1825  and  1823 

Second. — Examining  surveys  (exclusive  of  resurveys,  &c.,)  of  pubii 
returned  during-  the  present  j'car  under  contract  of  1826;  making 
the  necessary  plats  and  descriptions  thereof,  viz: 
44  plain  townships,  (see  statement  A,  herewith.) 

1st.  Collating  the  copies  with  the  original  field-notes,  and  correcting  the  copies,  at 
the  rate  of  six  townships  per  diem,  by  two  persons,  is  seven  days — equal  t(j 

2d.  Making  out  four  plats  of  each  township  will  occupy  one  person  three  daj's  nearly; 
(see  statement  B,  herewith,)  44  townships,  at  three  days  each,  is  or  nearly 

3d.  Making  out  three  descriptions  of  each  township  will  occupy  one  person  (state- 
ment B) 

4th.  Examining,  correcting,  and  certifying  the  plats:  170  plats  will  occupy  two  per- 
sons, at  the  rate  of  ten  per  diem,  1 7  J  days — e(|ual  to 

5th.  Examining  and  correcting  the  descriptions:  132  descriptions  will  occupy  two 

persons,  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  diem,  13  days — equal  to 

13  river  townships,  containing  an  average  of  ten  miles  of  meanders  in  each: 

1st.  Collating  the  copies  with  the  original  field-notes,  and  correcting-  the  copies,  at 
the  rate  of  4|-  townships  i)er  diem,  by  two  persons,  is  three  days  nearly — equal  to . 

2d.  Making  out  four  plats  of  each  township,  52  plats,  will  occupy  one  person  83  days, 
including  the  calculating  and  protracting  of  ten  miles,  or  85  courses  of  meanders 
in  each  township,  (see  statement  A) 

3d.  Making  three  descriptions  of  each  township,  in  all,  39  descriptions,  will  occupy 
one  person  (statement  A) 

4th.  Examining,  correcting,  and  certifying  the  plats:  52  plats  will  occupy  two  per- 
sons, at  the  rate  of  eight  per  diem,  o|-  days — equal  to 

5th.  Examining  and  correcting  the  descriptions:  39  descriptions  will  occupy  two  per- 
sons, at  the  rate  of  nine  per  diem,  about  four  days — equal  to 

48  fractional  river  townships,  averaging  in  size  about  the  half  of  a  whole  township,  and 
containing  an  average  of  5^  miles,  or  47  courses  of  meanders  in  each: 

1st.  Collating  the  copies  with  the  original  field-notes,  and  correcting  the  copies,  will 
occupy  two  persons,  at  the  rate  of  about  nine  townships  per  diem,  five  days — equal 
to , 


2d.  Making  out  four  plats  of  each  fractional  township,  including  the  calculations  and 
protracting  of  5;^  miles  of  meanders,  or  47  courses  in  each.  192  of  those  plats  will 
occupy  (ine  person  (statement  B) 


29 

34 
12 
30 

50 

12 

40 
26 
39 

35 


14 
132 
102 

35 

26 


83 
32 
13 

8 

10 
162 


-Vmount  carried  forward . 


623 


1832.] 
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ESTLMATE— Contiimeil. 


Days. 


Total. 


AniDiint  lirouj^'lit  I'Drward 

oil.  Makiiii;'  out    lliR-t'  (Icscriiitions  of  said  tdwnshiii.s  will  i>ccn|i_\-  mic  pcrsnn  (stat<'- 

IIR'llt   I!) - 

4tli.   E.xauiiiiinj;-,  L■on■l■^■till.^■,  and   cn-tilViii;.;-  tlir  plats:    19:2  |ilat,s  will  (irrii|iy  two  |ici-- 

•soiis,  at  the  rate  of  about  l.">  jier  diem,  lo  davi^  nearly — e(|ual  to 

5tli.   Examining   and  correetiny   tlie   dcseriplions:    144   de.-ieri|)tions   will  orcniiy  two 

per.sons,  at  the  rate  of  Id  per  diem,  nine  day.< — ei|ual  to 

2,54(1  miles  of  townships,  exterior  boundaries: 

1st.  Comparing-  the  copies  with  the  original  field-notes,  and  eorrecling  the  I'opics,  \\ill 

oeen]iy  two  persons  seven  days  nearly — eipial  to 

2d.  Making-  out  duplicate  general  plats  of  seven  tlistriets,  coniprising  i,'.VM  miles  of 

said   exterior  boundai'ies,  14  general  ]ilats  of  exteriors  \\m1I  oec-ii|iy  one  [lerson.  .    .  . 
oil.   Comparing  and  correcting'  the  14  plats  will  occupy  two  puisons  llueo  days — equal 

to r '". ' ! 


02:! 
I'll; 
■ill 

IS 


329 


Total   number  of  days'  work   on  the  siu-vey  of  lO.'i  townships,  and  2,ri4li  miles 

of  exterior  boundaries 

TniKD. — Examiuiug    resurveys   and   surveys,  to  complete    those   of    townships    hoietofore 
surveyed  in  part  (and  which  will  be  returned  during  the   jiresi  iit   year)  under  con- 
tract, and  instructions  of  1S2(J;  making  out  and  examining  the  necessarj'  plats  and 
deRcri])tions  thereof,  viz: 
1  river  townships,  containing  an  average  of  12  miles  of  meanders  in  each,  viz: 

1st.  Collating  the  copies  -with  the  original  field-notes  of  the  resurveys,  estimated  at.  . 

2d.  Making  out  four  new  plats  of  each  township,  including  the  calculation  and  pro- 
tracting of  12  miles,  or  102  courses  of  meanders  in  each;  28  ]ilats  will  occujiy  one 
person  41  days,  including-  the  calculation  and  protracting-  of  102  courses  of  meanders 
in  each  townshiji,  (see  statement  15) 

3d.  Making  out  three  new  descriptions  of  each  township  will  occupy  one  person, 
(statement  B) 

4th.  Examining,  correcting,  and  cortilying  the  plats:  2s  plats  will  occuiiy  two  pi'rsons, 
at  the  rate  of  eight  plats  per  diem,  3^  days — equal  to 

5th.  Examining-  and   correcting   the   descriptions:   21    descriptions   will    occupy    two 

persons,  at  the  rate  of  nine  per  diem,  2i  days — eijual  to 

Resurveys  and  partial  surveys  in  7(3  fractional  river  townships,  averaging  in  size  one-half 
of  a  whole  township,  and  containing  an  average  of  about  eight  miles,  or  sixty-eight 
courses  of  meanders  in  each,  viz: 

1st.  Collating  the  copies  with  the  original  field-notes  of  the  resurveys,  &c.,  in  the  70 
townships,  estimated  to  occupy  two  persons  four  da_ys — equal  to 

2d.  Making  out  four  new  jdats  of  each  of  said  townships,  including  the  calculations 
and  protracting  of  eight  miles  meanders  each:  280  plats  will  occujiy  one  person, 
(see  statement  15) 

3d.  JIaking  out  three  new  descriptions  of  each  township:  210  descriptions  will  oceniiy 
one  person 

4th.  Examining,  correcting,  and  certifying  the  plats:  280  plats  will  occupy  two  persons, 
at  the  rate  of  15  per  diem,  about  18J  daj-s — equal  to 

otii.  Examining  and  correcting  the  descriptions:  210  descriptiims  will  occupy  two 
persons,  at  the  rate  of  about  10  per  diem,  11  days — equal  to 


7i8 


Total  number  of  days'  work  occasioned  by  resurveys,  &c.,  in   77  j-iver  and 

fractional  townships 

Fourth. — Collating  and  correcting  plats  and  descrijUions  of  20  townships  and  fi-actional 
townships  which  have  been  advertised  for  sale,  the  plats  and  descriptions  whereof 

have  been  made,  but  not  heretofore  been  sent  to  the  land  office,  will  occupy 

Firrn. — Making-  out  instructions  for  connecting  the  section  lines  with  the  east  boundary 
of  Illinois,  (north  of  Wabash,)  and  making  out  new  plats  and  descriptions  of  the 
townships  through  which  said  line  runs: 
1st.  Preparing  and  copying  letters  of  instructions  and  making,  for  the  use  of  the 
surveyor,  a  plat  and  descriptions  of  each  of  the  townships,  10  to  27  north,  range 
10  west  of  second  principal  meridian,  through  which  said  line  runs  (12  townships) 

will  occupy ' 

2d.  To  make  four  new  plats   and   three  new  descriptions  of  each  of  said  townships, 

after  the  section  lines  are  connecting  with  the  State  boundaries,  will  occupy 

3d.  To  examine  the  notes  of  said  connexions,  and  the  new  jdats  and  descriptions,  will 

occupy  two  persons  six  days — equal  to  one  person 

4th.  To  calculate  the  areas  of  the  sections  nuide  fractional  by  said  line  will  occupy..  . 

Total  number  of  days'  work  to  make  out  instructions  for  connecting  the  section 

lines  with  the  east  body  of  Illinois,  and  making  new  plats,  &c 

Sixth. — To  make  out  contracts  and  instructions  ti)r  surveying  and  resurveying  out  boun- 
daries of  the  counuons,  common  fields,  and  towns  or  villages,  and  for  surveying  the 
town  or  village  lots,  out  lots,  and  connnon  field  lots,  in,  adjoining,  or  belonging-  to 
the  several  towns  or  villages  of  Portage  des  ."-^ioux,  St.  Charles,  St.  Ferdinand,  Vil- 


47 

17 
7 


200 
00 
37 

9-> 


13 
42 

12 


507 


15 


70 


Amount  carried  forward. 


1,090 
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ESTIMATE— C'outiiuied. 


Days. 


AuKiuiit  lir(jiiL;'lit  fijrwurd 

]«g-c-a-Robcrt,  Carundelet,  St.  Genevieve,  Kew  Madrid,  New  Bourbdii,  Little  Prairie, 
Arkansas,  and  Potosi,  or  Mine-an-Bretou,  (see  estimate  — ,  of  30tii  of  Oetol)cr  last,  for 
1827;)   also,  to  e.xaniiue  and  record  the  surveys  of  said  lots  and  b(.]nndaries,  viz  : 

Ist.  To  transcribe  the  descriptions  of  (say)  one  thousand  lots,  &c.,  from  the  lists  fur- 
nished by  the  recorder,  will  occupy  one  person 

2d.  To  examine  and  correct  transcript  will  occupy  two  persons  one  aiid  a  half  day — 
equal  to  one  person 

3d.  Preparing-  (say)  four  contracts  and  letters  of  instructions  for  survcyinj^  said 
claims,  including'  the  examination  of  the  adjoining  surveys,  and  obtaining-  the 
information  that  may  be  wanting  from  the  recorder's  ofifice,  will  occupy 

4th.  T(i  make  plats  and  descriptions  of  tlio  adjoining  surveys  for  the  deputy  survey- 
ors  will  occupy 

Sth.  To  examine  the  surveys  will  occujjy  two  persuns,  at  the  rate  of  20  per  diem — 
ecjual  to,  for  one  person 

6th.  To  record  the  surveys,  at  eight  per  day,  will  require 

7th.  To_  examine  and  correct  the  record  will  rccjuire  two  [lersons,  at  the  rate  of  100 
per  diem — equal  to,  for  one  person 


Tiital  nnnilicr  of  days'  wmdc  to  make  out  contracts  and  instructions  for  survey- 
ing and  resurveying-  about  1,000  town   lots,  &c.,  and  to  examine  and  record 

survej's  of  same 

Skvexth. — To  make  out  special  instructions  for  the  surveying  of  forty  private  conlirmed 
claims  which  were  included  in  tiie  estimate  (No.  — )  of  30th  of  October  last,  for  1^.27 ; 
2.5  I  if  which  are  to  be  surveyed  at  expense  of  claimants,  and  of  (say)  10  New 
Madrid  claims — in  all,  75;  and  likewise  to  examine  and  record  the  surveys  of  said 
claims,  viz  : 

1st.  Transcribing-  tlie  descriptions  of  the  <)5  private  C(iniirnied  claims  from  the  lists 
furnished  by  the  recorder,  and  making  jdats  and  descriptions  (jf  the  adjoining 
public  and  private  surveys  for  the  deputy  surveyor,  will  occupy 

2d.  Copying-  orig-inal  Spanish  surveys  of  (say)  20  of  said  claims  will  occupy 

3d.  Preparing  and  copying-  letters  of  instructi(jns  for  surveying  the  65  private  con- 
firmed claims  will  occupy 

4th.  Examining-  the  surveys,  including-  the  calculatidii  of  their  areas,  will  occupy  two 
persons  six  days — equal  to  one  person 

5th.  Recording  surveys  will  occupy 

6th.  Examining-  and  correcting  record  will  occupy  two  ]iersons  one  day — ecpnd  to  one 
person 

7th.  Copying  the  locations  of  100  New  Madrid  claims  will  occuiiy 

8th.  ]\raking-  plats  and  descriptions  of  tljc  adjoining  surveys  for  the  deputy  surveyor, 
and  preparing-  and  copying  letters  of  instructii  ns,  will  occupy 

nth.  Examining-  and  recording  surveys  and  examining-  record    


Total  number  of  days'  work  to  make  out  instructions  for  surveying-  of  75  pri- 
vate and  New  Madrid  claims,  and  to  examine  and  record  surveys  of  same.  . 
Eighth. — Making-  out  special  instructions  for  resurveying  (say)  20  private  conlirmed  claims, 
examining  and  recording-  the  surveys,  viz: 

1st.  Copying-  conlirmations,  and  examining  recorder's  office,  -will  require 

2d.  Making  plats  and  descriptions  for  the  deputy  surveyor  of  tlie  adjoining  surveys 

will  require 

3d.  Copying-  original  S])anisli  surveys  will  require 

4th.  Preparing  and  copying  letters  of  instructions  will  reipiire 

5tli.  Examining  surveys,  including  calculations  of  areas,  will  occupy  two  persons  two 

day.s — equal  to  one  pers(on , 

Gtli.  liec(jrding,  examining,  and  correcting-  records  will  re(piire 


Total  number  of  days'  work  to  make  out  special  instructions  for  resurveying- 

20  private  claims,  and  to  examine  and  record  surveys  of  same 

Ninth. — Making-  out  from  the  field-notes,  stating,  and  examining-  by  tlie  minutes  of  the 
surveys,  the  accounts  of  the  deputy  surveyors,  for  executing  the  following-  described 
surveying-,  viz: 

1st.  Eight  accounts  for  survej'ing  the  out  boundaries  of  the  commons,  common  field, 
and  towns  or  villages,  and  for  surveying  the  town  or  village  lots,  out  lots,  and 
common  field  lots,  will  require  for  each  account  two  daj-s 

2d.  Six  accounts  for  surveying,  and  connecting-  with  the  public  surveys,  40  private 
confirmed  claims;  for  connecting  with  the  public  surveys  the  survey  of  25  private 
confirmed  claims,  ■which  are  to  be  surveyed  at  the  expense  of  the  claimant,  and  the 
surveys  of  ten  New  Madrid  claims,  will  require  one  day  for  each  account — equal  to 

3d.  Two  accounts  for  resurveying,  and  connecting-  with  the  public  surveys,  20  private 
confirmed  claims,  one  clay  for  each  account 

4tli.  Thirteen  accounts  for  surveys,  resurveys,  and  corrections  of  townships  and  frac- 
tional  townships,  surveyed   under  contract  of  1825,  and   one  of  1823,   and   which 

.Vnii>iiiit   cairird  Ibi  ward 


10 
3 

24 


100 
125 

20 


12 

8 

2 

2 

4 
4 


16 

6 

2 


24   2,057 
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ESTIMATE— Cdiitinncl. 


Aiiiount  liniii;^'lit  I'orwnril 

liavi-  l>rru  tiuspriidril  in  tlic  w  Ih^h'  .ir  in  jiai  I  ;    si\  i-ii  nl'  \\  liicli  will  (urniiy  1  wo  ilavs 

ciu'li,  and  six  i>t'  tlicm  will  dccujiy  i>nc  and  a  hall' day  cacli      niakinu-  in   all 

5tli.   One  account  for  connecting- ca.st  lioundary  of  Illinois  willi  sceiion  lines  will  oeeu|py 

Gtli.  Twenty  accounts  for  surveying-,  contiaetc(l  l\,\\  or  given  out,  under  inslruetions 

in  18:20,  to  be  returned  bel'orc  tlie  cl(iS(.'  of  tlie  year  1^-2",  two  days  ea<-li 


Day^.      'I'ctal 


Total  nund.ier  of  day>,'  woik   to   make  oul    accounts  for  siir\i'ys  and  ri'surveys, 
contract   of  1825  and    182.'>.  and  of  surveys  wliieli  will    lie    r<turneil  during' 

tlic  present  year,  under  contract   of  IS-J(i 

Texth. — To  making  out  contracts   and   instruetiinis  lor  surveying  seven  tliousaml  miles  of 
pul'lic  lands,  viz: 
1st.   Fifteen   contracts,  (in    triplicate,)  including-   tin-   time  ociMipied  in  examining  the 
ukl  adjoining' surveys,  at  two  ihiys  for  each  contract,  comparing  ami  correi.-ting  the 

san)C 

2d.  Making'  out  12  sketches  of  exterior  houndaries,  with  the  descrii  it  ions  of  tin'  corners 
thereof,  for  dejiuty  surveyors,  who   contract   to   sulidivide    townships,  estimated  at 

two  days  each — equal  to 

3d.  Making'  out  (in  duplicate")  eight  sets  of  special  instructions  to  ileputy  surveyors, 
estimated  at  one  and  a  half  dav  each,  will  oceupv 


Total   number  of  days'  work   to   make  out  contracts,  instructions,  <tc.,  for   the 
surveying'  (jf  7,000  miles  of  puhlir-  lands 


Eleventh. — Making  ixit  three  general  eoniu'cted  jilats  of  land  districts,  for  nse  of  land 
offices,  and  to  eouiiileti/  another  that  has  not  heretofore  been  funiisheil  to  the 
registers,  viz: 

St.  L(uu's  land  district 132  toAvnships,  and  7."i  fractional  townshi|)s. 

Salt  Iviver  land  district 139.  .  .  .do 33 do. 

Western  land  district ',10  ....  do 30 do. 

To  complete  nntinished  jilat  of  the 

Sang-araon  land  district 312.  .  .  .do 104 dei. 


In  all 

Estimated  to  oceujiy  one  person 


.hu 


.24: 


ilaking  an  aggregate  of. 


24       2,0.^)7 

2:'. 
1 

40 


30 

24 
12 


S8 


W, 


160 


2,371 


SiT^vEYoii's  Office,  St.  Z>o(n'.s,  Januanj  2.5,  1S27. 


W.  Mc1;EE. 


[Extract  J 

"SruvEYOR's  Office,  Si.  Louis,  Jiiiuionj  30,  1S27. 

".Sir:  I  had  the  lienor  of  transmittin.g'  to  you  on  the  25tli  instant  an  estinuite  of  so  much  of  the  current 
business  of  this  ol'tice  (exclusive  of  the  old  nntinished  work)  as  could  be  ascertained  and  stated  with  preci- 
sion. I  was  i-iblig'ed,  however,  to  defer  making'  si.ime  explanations  which  ought  to  have  accompanied  it, 
and  wdiich  I  mjw  beg'  leave  to  ofl'er. 

"The  first  circumstance  that  will  probaidy  (.'xcite  ynir  attention,  on  lookin.g  over  the  estimate,  is  the 
great  amount  of  labor  that  is  required,  compared  with  the  amount  of  surveys  to  he  executed  and  returned, 
the  former  being'  stated  at  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy-iuie  days'  work,  which  (allowing'  three 
hundred  and  twelve  working  days  to  the  year)  would,  therefore,  occupy  eight  persons  almost  a  whole  yeav, 
and  for  the  most  part  in  performin.g'  the  duties  incident  to  directing,  and  to  the  reception  of  a  less  amount 
of  surveys  than  has  frequently  been  received  in  the  office  iu  one  year,  with  the  assistance  of  only  three 
clerks.  It  is,  uotw-ithstandin.g,  evident  that  there  is  no  description  of  W(_irk  introduced  into  the  estimate 
except  such  as  the  law  directs  shall  be  performed  in  this  office;  that  the  greater  part  is  of  ur.gent  necessity, 
and  that  none  of  it  can  be  postponed  without  inconvenience  to  the  service.  And  (although  from  the  nature 
of  the  work  it  is  impossible  that  the  labor  necessary  to  accomplish  it  can  be  determined  with  much  accu- 
racy) it  might  perhaps  be  sufficient  to  add  that  the  rate  of  performance  has  not  been  gratuitously  assumed, 
but  re.g'ulated  and  scaled  with  care  by  actual  and  recent  experience;  but  a  more  direct  and  satisfact(U'y 
explanation  may  be  .given.  The  estimate  includes  the  making  out  of  ei.ght  hundred  and  lune  township 
plats  and  six  hundred  and  twenty-one  descriptions,  in  coiiserpienco  of  surveys  and  resurveys  that  will  be 
executed  under  previous  contracts,  and  returned  in  the  course  of  the  present  year;  and  heretofore  the  plats 
and  descriptions  of  all  ori,ginal  survey's  have  been  made  or  furnished  by  the  de]inty  survej'ors.  This  pro- 
cedure, however,  was  not  the  result  of  choice,  but  .grew  out  of  the  excessive  disproportion  between  the 
duties  required  of  the  office  and  the  comparatively  tritiing  means  that  v\'ere  assigned  to  it  fir  their  per- 
formance.    It  was  physically  impossible  tor  the  principal  surveyor  of  this  district  to  comply  with  all  the 
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rc'ciuisitidiis  of  the  law,  and,  indeed,  there  was  no  alternative  left  to  him  but  to  suspend  the  public  surveys 
or  to  exact  the  necessary  plats  and  descriptions  of  the  contracting-  deputies.  The  latter  was  adopted,  and 
I  need  not  point  out  the  consequences  that  ensued,  or  remind  you  of  its  having-  been  disapproved  of  and 
pronounced  to  be  irregular,  if  not  illeg-al.  I  have,  therefore,  not  required  either  plats  or  descriptions  of 
any  deputy  surveyor  in  the  contracts  of  last  year,  and  the  labor  of  making-  out  those  documents  exceeds, 
as'you  will  perceive,  that  of  all  the  other  items  enumerated  in  the  estimate. 

"  The  estimate  also  includes  /b(n-  plats  of  each  township  in  lieu  of  three  that  were  heretofore  furnished 
by  the  deputy  surveyors:  two  of  the  former  are  intended  for  tiie  use  of  this  office — one  of  them  to  be  placed 
on  record,  and  the  other  to  be  kei)t  for  the  inspection  of  the  public,  agreeably  to  an  act  of  Congress.  Daily 
experience  shows  the  advantages  that  would  be  derived  from  this  measure,  independent  of  the  propriety 
of  conqjlving-  with  a  provision  of  the  act  referred  to.  The  township  plats  that  are  used  in  common  by  the 
public  and  by  the  office  fnially  became  so  worn  or  mutilated  as  to  be  unfit  to  copy  from;  and  to  reconstruct 
a  plat  from  the  field-notes  will  frequently  occupy  more  than  twice  the  time  tliat  is  required  to  make  out  a 
mere  copy.  Besides,  a  correct  set  of  plats  placed  on  record  and  properly  preserved  would,  in  a  great 
measure,  prevent  the  mutilation  and  loss  of  portions  of  the  field-notes  to  which  they  are  now  exposed,  in 
consequence  of  being  obliged  to  use  them  on  every  occasion  requiring  a  new  plat,  where  the  one  on  file 
happens  to  be  either  inaccurate  or  much  injured.  The  fourth  township  plat  is,  notwithstanding,  among  the 
least  essential  of  the  several  objects  comprised  in  the  estimate,  and,  together  witli  the  da])licates  of  the 
general  plats  of  township  exteriors  and  the  four  connected  plats  of  land  districts,  (amounting'  in  all  to 
about  three  hundred  days'  work,)  may  be  dispensed  with  or  postponed  with  less  inconvenience  than  any 
other.  I  have  already  intimated  that  in  some  respects  the  estimate  is  necessarily  inaccurate.  The  follow- 
ing- considerations  will  make  it  apparent  that  its  errors  (in  rating-  the  labor)  are  not  those  of  excess:  The 
time  that  may  be  occupied  in  the  reception,  &c.,  of  any  given  amount  of  surveys  depends  essentially  on 
the  character  of  the  work.  The  number,  nature,  and  extent  of  the  errors  that  may  have  been  committed 
on  the  ground  or  in  the  returns  of  the  deputy  surveyor,  influence,  on  every  step  in  the  progress  of  the 
examination,  making-  out  the  plats  and  descriptions,  memoranda  of  the  parts  that  are  erroneous,  instruc- 
tions for  their  resurvey  or  correction,  &c.;  the  siui|)lest  operations  may  be  rendered  laborious  by  the  repe- 
titions and  various  delays  that  are  unavoidable  wiiere  the  work  to  be  received  is  badly  executed  and  the 
returns  carelessly  made.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  nearly  impossible  to  make  any  reasonable  calculation 
whatever  concerning  these  contingencies.  It  may  be  objected,  perhaps,  that  the  public  surveys  ought  not 
to  be  of  the  description  that  here  is  alluded  to,  and  that  it  would  be  improper  for  the  United  States  to 
provide  beforehand  for  expenses  which  can  only  be  incurred  through  the  negligence  or  disobedience  of  its 
agents.  The  estimate  is  made  in  confornuty  with  these  views;  it  is  throughout  supposed  that  none  of  the 
surveys  will  be  seriously  objectionable,  and  hence  a  very  probable  cause  of  its  inaccuracy  and  of  its  cal- 
culations falling  below  the  truth,  notwithstanding-  the  precautions  that  have  been  taken  to  insure  a  faithful 
and  correct  execution  of  the  surveys  under  last  year's  contracts. 

"  I  will  now  proceed  to  give  some  account  of  those  portions  of  work  ->vhieli  were  omitteil  in  the  esti- 
mate, in  Consequence  either  of  the  difficulty  of  ascertaining-  their  amount  or  (jf  their  being-  looked  upon  as 
less  urgent  than  the  rest. 

"  First.  Kecording-  the  field-notes  of  the  surveys  of  public  lands  that  will  be  returned  under  contracts 
<:if  the  last  year.  The  labor  of  recording  these  notes  might  have  been  stated  with  as  much  accuracy  as 
that  of  any  item  in  the  estimate;  but,  however  useful  and  re(|uisite  the  performance  of  tin's  work  may  be 
in  other  respects,  it  was  not  considered  necessary  at  this  time  to  the  despatch  of  the  ordinary  and  more 
pressing  liusiness  of  the  office.  It  is  propcrlj'  a  part  of  much  greater  undertaking,  and  may  be  delayed 
until  the  wIkjIc  body  of  the  field-notes  shall  be  recorded. 

"Second.  Examining  and  making  out  plats  and  descriptions  of  surveys  of  public  land  that  may  be 
executed  and  returned  under  contracts  of  tlie  present  year. 

"  Third.  Repairing-  or  making  out  plats  and  descriptions  (not  heretofore  furnished  to  the  Land  Office) 
of  townships  that  have  been  surveyed,  and  Avhicli  may  be  advertised  for  sale  during  the  present  year. 
Tiiere  are  about  six  hundred  and  fifty-one  townships  that  have  been  surveyed,  but  not  advertised  for  sale, 
exclusive  of  those  survej'cd  under  contracts  of  IS'25  and  1826,  and  exclusive  of  those  embraced  in  Mr. 
Messinger's  contract  in  the  Illinois  militar3'  bounty  tract;  of  the  above  six  hundred  and  fifty-one  townships, 
tiiere  are  six  hundred  and  nineteen  of  which  duplicate  plats  are  on  file  in  this  office,  but  the  plats  of  only 
seventy-seven  are  authenticated;  and  there  are  thirty-two  townships  of  which  only  one  plat  of  each  is  on 
file,  and  of  these  only  eight  that  are  authenticated,  so  that  there  are  thirty-two  townships  of  which  new 
plats  must  be  made,  twenty-four  of  them  perhaps  in  duplicate,  and  five  iiundred  and  forty-two  townships, 
the  duplicate  plats  of  which  must  be  examined  and  corrected  or  made  out  anew  from  the  field-notes,  as 
may  be  found  necessary,  whenever  they  shall  be  called  for 

"Fourth.  Eesurveys  of  private  claims,  in  addition  to  those  referred  to  in  the  estimate,  and  correcting 
and  making  out  new  township  plats  and  descriptions  that  may  be  required  in  consequence  of  such  addi- 
tional resurveys.  The  decision  of  the  Attorney  General  in  the  case  of  Musich  and  in  that  of  Henington 
opens  a  wide  field  for  similar  demands  on  the  part  of  other  land  claimants.  In  surveying-  private  claims, 
this  office  had  heretofore  been  governed  by  the  terms  of  the  confirmations  that  were  turnished  to  it  by  the 
several  boards  of  connnissioners  and  the  recorder  of  land  titles;  and  eouscipientl.y,  when  a  claim  was  con- 
firmed for  a  specific  quantity,  the  survey  was  made  to  include  that  ([uantity,  and  no  more — the  excess  of 
the  old  Spanish  survey  being  thrown  olf  from  any  one  of  its  sides,  at  the  option  of  the  claimants,  or  the 
deficiency,  if  any,  made  good  in  the  same  manner.  But  according-  to  the  decision. of  the  Attorney  General, 
it  appears  that  in  certain  cases  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  hold  agreeably  to  the  original  Spanish  survey, 
without  reference  to  the  quantity  specified  in  the  confirmation.  Tiie  survej-s  formerly  made  by  this  office 
are  therefore  void  in  all  such  cases,  and  require  to  be  coirected;  and  to  resurvey  them  at  this  time  must  be 
necessarily  attended  with  great  difficulty.  The  side  of  a  former  survey,  on  which  an  excess  had  been  cut 
oif,  may  have  subsequently  become  the  boundary  to  the  survey  of  another  claim;  and  in  every  instance 
of  the  resurvey  of  a  claim  so  circumstanced,  it  is  evident  that  the  re-establishment  of  the  old  Spanish 
boundary  line  must  push  the  resurvey  on  the  adjoining  claim,  and  the  latter  may,  in  turn,  be  made  to 
encroach  on  (Hie  or  more  of  those  which  may  happen  to  bind  on  it.  The  errors  in  the  several  lists  of  con- 
firmations furnished  to  this  office,  and  the  very  inadequate  descriptions  given  to  the  claims,  have  occa- 
sioned erroneous  surveys  to  be  made,  which  it  will  also  be  necessary  to  correct,  or  resurvey  on  application 
of  ihe  claimants;  and  in  proof  ol'  this,  I  might  cite  several  cases  that  have  already  occurred  within  your 
own  knowledge,  and  others  that  have  not  yet  been  brought  before  you  by  the  parties  c^mcerned. 

"  /'"////(,   Making  out  tuwnsiiip  plats  for  the  land  offices,  to  n-plaee  those  that  are  woin  out  and  useless. 


J832.J  I.  AMI    CLAIM     IN    MISSdl    IM.  409 

ag'i-ecabl)' ti)  the  iiistnictiims  rri'civeil  fnnii  tlic  Gencrul  1-1111(1  Office  ofJiiiic  2,  1825.  Scvcnil  ntlicr  i-cfj-is- 
tiTs  liavc  already  applieil  I'nr  new  ]ilat.s.  The  re.t^'ister  at  Kaskaskia  re|Mirt.s  tlie  wliole  (if  tliose  in  liis  olfice 
til  be  unlit  for  use,  A  ediiwii.leiable  nuiiiber  inii;-|it,  tlieret'urt",  liave  been  iiicliuled  in  the  estimate;  Inil  it 
was  believed  to  be  less  important  tn  renew  the  |)lat.s  (if  tnwiisliips  that  had  lieen  inaiiy  years  in  market, 
and  pnibalily  contained  but  very  little  land  unsold  I'or  which  tliere  existed  any  present  demand,  than  t'l 
complete  those  of  tdwiiships  that  were  about  beiiij;-  oll'ered  for  sale,  or  which  mii^-jit  lie  brouj;-ht  into  market 
before  the  clos(>  of  the  y(>ar. 

"  Si.rDi.  Miscellaneous  worl<  of  varicius  descriptions,  inclndiim;  such  as  may  be  occasioned  liy  uiil'nre- 
seen  reipiisitions  of  the  (Jeueral  iiaud  OHice;  furiiishin.n'  informatiun  and  cupies  nf  survevs,  A:c.,  In  private 
individuals,  and  the  correspondence  (if  the  ollice.  There  is  a  yreat  deal  of  time  that  is  either  occupied  or 
lost  by  attendinj;'  to  business  whicli  may  prnperly  be  considered  as  iniscellaneims.  The  law  makes  the 
certificate  of  the  jirincipal  surveyor,  in  relation  to  all  surveys  executed  by  the  ofiice,  receivable  as  evidence 
ill  the  courts,  and  it  als(.>  directs  a  set  of  plats  of  the  public  surveys  to  be  kept  open  for  tiio  inspecti(jii  of 
the  public;  of  both  these  provisions  the  coiniuunity  avails  itself  without  stint,  to  tin,'  interruption  and  f;-reat 
delay  of  other  work.  Almost  eveiy  man  that  lias,  or  thinks  lie  lias,  any  business  with  the  office  commands 
its  attention,  tells  his  own  story  in  his  own  way,  but  fno  fre(iuently  inakini;-  it  necessary  to  cross-(piestion 
him  before  the  state  of  his  case  can  lie  learned,  and  pnssibly,  after  all,  it  may  result  that  his  affairs  liave 
no  concern  with  the  surveyor's  office. 

"  I'lider  tlie  six  forcj;-oing-  heads  is  comprised  a  body  of  work  that  cannot  be  brdu.uiit  within  the  limits 
of  any  probable  calculation;  but  however  uncertain  the  amount,  a  part  of  it  will  lie  indispensable  to  [ler- 
form  in  preference  to  much  that  is  included  in  the  estimate.  Before  closing-  these  remarks  I  would  observe, 
that  such  is  the  character  of  the  business  of  the  ofticc  and  of  its  present  situation,  that  whatever  may  be 
the  description  or  (piantity  of  current  work  to  be  d(Uie  in  it  in  any  (.me  year,  the  means  allowed  for  its 
lierformauce  should  always  exceed  the  estimated  labor;  there  would  be  no  more  dan.t^'er  then  than  now  of 
losing-  any  time;  for  if  the  ordinary  business  should  Ik^  accomplished  with  more  ease  than  had  been  anti- 
cipated, the  reciirding-  of  the  field-notes  and  rnakin.g  out  jilats  of  about  three  thousand  townships  of  the 
old  surveys  would  alone  furnish  objects  onoug-h  to  occupy  every  individual  in  the  (jffico,  and  its  operations 
might  be  conducted  with  some  regularity.  The  distribution  of  labor  might  bo  so  arrang-ed  as  to  secure 
greater  despatch  and  much  more  accuracy  than  can  be  hoped  for  at  present.  Many  errors  that  are  now 
overlooked,  many  that  are  committed,  would  be  detected  or  ay(jided.  In  short,  all  the  consequences  of 
being-  contiiunilly  in  arrears  in  the  performance  of  ordinary  duties,  and  of  having-  a  mass  of  constantly 
accumulating  untiijislie(l  business  on  hand,  wmild  necessarily  cease."' 


22d   Congress.]  No.    1034.  flsT  Session. 


ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IX    MISSOURI. 

COMMCMCATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENT.\TIVES  >I.\nCH   (5,    1832. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson',  from  the  Committee  on   Private  Land  (_'lainis,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petiti(iii  of 
James  W.  Braiian,  Cliarlcs  Hughes,  and  Nathaniel  Ford,  re[)orted: 

That  they  have  carefully  examined  the  report  heretofore  made  by  the  Committee  on  Private  Laud 
Claims  to  the  House,  and  the  House  to  the  same,  (for  a  statement  of  the  facts  of  the  cases  submitted  to 
them,  see  No.  8.t3,  page  184,)  with  this  additional  statement,  that  it  appears  from  the  answer  of  Branan, 
filed  in  the  district  court  of  Missouri,  and  which  constitutes  a  part  of  the  record  submitted  to  them  by  the 
applicant,  that  shortly  after  the  sale  to  Branan,  in  1821,  by  Trammel,  the  said  Branan  learned  that  doubts 
were  entertained  as  to  the  validity  of  TrammeJ's  title,  and  that  the  same  had  been  fraudulently  obtained 
from  the  United  States,  and  that  in  1825  he  executed  to  said  Trammel  a  relimiuishment  of  all  claims  upon 
his  Covenant  of  warranty  upon  Trammel's  agreeing  to  surrender  one-third  of  the  consideration  money 
originally  agreed  to  be  given  for  the  land;  and  it  further  appears  that  said  Hughes  and  Ford  both  received 
conveyances  from  said  Trammel  without  any  covenant  of  warranty  as  to  title,  and  that  they  botli  knew 
that  a  suit  had  been  instituted  in  the  State  courts  of  Missouri  by  a  man  named  Taylor  Bery,  probably 
claiming  title  under  Collins,  the  real  owner  of  the  New  Madrid  certificate,  though  there  is  no  proof  as  to 
the  title  he  claimed;  from  these  facts,  the  committee  are  not  inclined  to  believt*  that  the  said  purchasers 
from  Trammel  are  brought  to  be  regarded  as  innocent  purchasers  for  a  valuable  consideration  witliout 
notice,  although  there  is  much  other  testimony  (if  a  negative  character  binding-  to  show  they  were 
innocent  purchasers. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  suit  instituted  in  Missouri  in  tlie  name  of  the  L'nited  States  was 
properly  commenced,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  prosecuted,  and  that  the  patent,  if  t'raudulentlj-  (_ibtained  from 
the  United  States  by  Trammel,  ought  to  be  rescinded  or  repealed;  and  that  the  cjuestions  arising  in  behalf 
of  the  purchasers  from  Trammel  have  been  made  by  them  before  the  court,  tlie  proper  tribunal  for  their 
determination,  wliere  they  can  and  will  be  better  investigated  and  more  justice  done  than  it  would  be 
possible  for  a  committee  of  Congress,  upon  the  er-paiie  statements  and  evidences  submitted  to  them. 

The  C(jmraittee  therefore  recommenii- a  rejection  of  the  claim  of  the  petitioners. 
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22d  Congress.]  No.   1035.  (1st  Session-. 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES  AT  THE  SEVERAL  LAND  OFFICES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1831. 

COMMl'NIC.\TED    TO    THR    HOUSE    OF    KEPRESENT.\TIVES    >fARCn    10,    1832. 

Tre.\sury  Departme.vt,  Marvh  9,  1832. 

Sib:  In  coinpliuucc  witli  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  23d  ultimo,  "instructing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report  to  the  House  the  amount  of  money  paid  to  eacli  register  and 
receiver  of  the  land  offices  for  the  last  twelve  months,  including  their  salary,  distiugnishing  for  what 
paid,  also  the  amount  of  public  moneys  received  at  each  land  office  during  the  same  time,"  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  a  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  which  contains  the  infor- 
mation required. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LOUIS  McLANE,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  Spe.^ker  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives. 


Geneb.\i,  L.\nd  Office,  March  8,  1832. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  23d  ultimo,  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit:  "  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  instructed  to  report  to  this  House  the 
amount  of  money  paid  to  each  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  offices  for  the  last  twelve  months,  including 
their  salary,  distinguishing  for  what  paid,  also  the  amount  of  public  moneys  received  at  each  land  office 
during  the  same  time,"  and  which  you  have  referred  to  this  office,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the 
accompanying  statement,  furnishing  the  information  desired. 

The  period  embraced  by  the  statement  is  the  year  ending  the  31st  December  last,  as  the  accounts  are 
rendered  for  the  quarter  year  ending  on  that  day,  the  returns  for  the  month  of  January  not  having  been 
all  received. 

The  act  of  April  20,  1818,  entitled  "An  act  for  changing  the  compensation  of  receivers  and  registers 
of  the  land  offices,"  allows  to  each  officer  an  annual  salary  of  $500,  and  a  commisidon  of  one  per  cent,  on 
moneys  received  to  a  maximum  of  $2,500,  in  any  one  year,  for  commissions.  The  register  receives  his 
commission  on  the  moneys  entered  in  his  office  during  the  quarter.  The  receiver  receives  credit  for  the 
amount  of  his  commission,  as  he  accounts  to  the  treasury  for  the  money  from  quarter  to  quarter.  Hence 
the  amount  of  the  register's  and  receiver's  commission,  for  any  given  period,  will  not  correspond,  except 
in  cases  where  the  receiver  accounts  within  such  period  for  the  precise  amount  of  monej's  received  during 
the  same,  and  for  no  previous  balance. 

The  allowance  for  transporting  public  money  is  made  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  that  effect, 
of  May  22,  1826. 

The  allowance  for  superintending  public  sales  is  made  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  April  24, 
1820,  entitled  "An  act  making  further  provision  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands." 

As  the  quarterly  accounts  of  the  receivers  of  public  money  are  not  yet  adjusted  for  the  whole  period 
embraced  by  the  accompanying  statement,  I  deem  it  necessary  to  remark  that,  in  such  cases,  the  state- 
ment exhibits  the  allowances  which,  after  a  short  examination,  it  is  believed  will  be  admitted  on  the 
official  adjustment.  This  explanation  is  considered  proper,  in  case  there  should  be  any  variance  discovered 
between  this  statement  and  the  allowances  made  after  the  official  adjustment  of  the  accounts  at  this 
office,  and  the  subsequent  revision  tliereof  by  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELIJAH  HAYWARD. 

Hon.  Louis  McLane,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


1832.] 
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Slatewcut  of  ilif'  amount  of  mnnr}/  paid  to  rat-h  vr/islfr  and  rrrrirrr  (>f  fhi- />iii>t  »;///' vs  /or  tJa'  y<ir  fiKtuxj 
December  31,  1S31,  incttnliaff  their  ,^atar>j,  (U.'^timjuishimj  for  what  paid  ;  also  the  a^noioit  of  piit)li<'  niom-t/s 
received  at  each  land  office  diwinf/  the  ,<ame  time,  rendered  in  ]t}ir.<aance  of  a  roiobdion  if  the  Hou^e  of 
Eejyresentalives  of  February  23,  1832. 


IjHiiiI  oftice. 


^tatenrTer 
ritory. 


'a\  iiifiit-s  m;itlr  to  dull  ollicor  iii  tlie  year  \^'M. 


Stcubcnville. 
Cliilitollie  ... 


ManelW C)l>"o Kegisier,. 

Receiver.. 

Zant'sville do Register  .. 

[  Receiver.. 

'....do I  Register  ., 

!  Receiver,. 

do Register  . . 

Receiver.. 

Cincinnati d<t ■  Recister  .. 

\  Receiver.. 

Woo^ter ' do '  Register  ..J 

I  !  Receiver. .. 

Piqua do Register  ...' 

i  Receiver. ..I 

Tiffin do Register  ... 

!  Receiver...: 

Jeftersonville Indiana  .  ..'  Register  ...' 

Receiver...! 

Vinccnnpfi do Register  . .. 

j  Receiver... 

Indianapolisi do Register  ... 

Receiver. . .{ 

Crawfordsville .do Register  .... 

;  ;  Receiver... 

Fort  Wayne I ...  .do Register  . . 

I  Receiver. ., 

Shawneetnwn [  Illinois  ....    Register  . . . 

j  Receiver. .. 

Kaskaskia ....  do j  Register  . . . 

I  Receiver. ., 

Edwardsville do j  Register  . .. 

I  I  Receiver. ., 

Vandalia do Register  . . . 

1  Receiver. . , 

Palestine do Register  . . . 

i  j  Receiver. .. 

Springfield  ....do j  Register  .., 

i  Receiver.., 

Danvillof do 


Uuincyt do 

Si.  Louis i  Missouri. .. 

Franklin  do 

i 
Palmyra 

Jackson  

Lexington 

I 

St.  Stephen's '  .\labam 


I 


Register  . . , 
Receiver. . , 
Register  ... 
Receiver. . . 
Register  . . , 
Receiver. .. 
Register  . . . 
Receiver. .. 

.(In I  Register  , ,. 

I  Receiver. . 

.do Register  ... 

Receiver. .. 

.do ]  Register  . .. 

Receiver. .. 
Register  . . . 
I  Receiver... 

CaJiaba '....do !  Register  ... 

Receiver. ., 

HuntsxiJIe do I  Register  ... 

Receiver. ,, 

.do !  Register  . . . 

Receiver. .. 

.do !  Register  . .. 

j  Receiver. .. 


Tuscaloosa . 
Sparta 


$500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
438  38 
600  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
375  00 
375  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
313  35 
313  35 


500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 


■r    6C  .*J 


I    H 


§900  14 
186  54 
910  17 
903  76 
300  og 
387  I'J 
411  04 
413  50 

1,510  22 

1,510  aa 

382  23 

371  58 

92  04 

68  25 

563  12 

559  79 

698  65 

723  42 

1,015  21 

872  17 

1,963  20 

2,131  49 

2,500  00 

2,500  00 

669  31 

529  28 

302  29 

279  01 

145  54 

126  53 

1,263  80 

1,296  56 

539  68 

673  19 
685  90 

674  87 
1,357  69 
1,380  68 

130  59 
111  42 


.§66  31 


79  72 
43  06 
i        76  50 


85  00 
5  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
5  00 
5  00 
15  00 
15  00 


47  01  !. 


10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
15  00 
15  00 


265  05 


240  95  I 


202  65 


303  08 
193  73 


40  00 
40  00 
60  00 
60  00 
5  00 
5  00 
30  00 
30  00 
10  00 
10  00 
30  00 
30  00 
15  00 
15  00 
35  00 
35  00 


653 

645 

885 

838 

1,519 

1,537 

138 

156 

596 

470 

1,056 

1,032 

2,500 

2,500 

2,196 

2,241 

299 

466 

211 

200 


257  13 
399  03 
68  86 
254  18 


44 
09 
12 

38 
96 
96 
12 
82 
84 
26 
57 
69  I       126  90 

00  ! 

00  ;  1,677  32 

75  i 

28  I       449  52 

15  j 

41  j      214  67 

18  t 

61  i        77  49 


60  00 
60  00 
25  00 
25  00 
35  00 
35  00 


10  00 
20  00 
60  00 
60  00 
120  00 
120  00 
15  00 
15  00 
15  00 
15  00 


§705  14 

757  85 

1,420  17 

1,492  4« 

860  28 

940  18 

916  04 

995  00 

2,025  22 

2,025  22 

882  32 

1,019  66  ! 

592  04  i 

573  64 

1,073  12 

1,326  88 

1,208  65  i 

1,244  16 

1,530  21 

1,635  85 

2,463  20 

2,896  53 

3,040  00 

3,805  73 

1,104  31 

1,305  23 

807  29 

909  92 

675  54 

694  80 

1,773  80 

1,843  45 

1,069  68 

1,318  03 

1,200  90 

1,392  52 

1,792  69 

2,218  76 

433  94 

618  50 


1.213  44 

1,205  09 

1,410  12 

1,610  41 

2,054  96 

2,471  99 

638  12 

725  68 

1,100  84 

1,244  44 

1,616  57 

1,719  59 

3, 120  00 

4,797  32 

2,711  75 

3,205  80 

814  15 

1,196  08 

711  18 

778  10  i 


Money  rcceiM'd  at  the  land  oOii-es 
the  year  1831. 


.»i;i,2ji  31 

25,  1 14  l.'> 
28,378  .56 
30,204  92 

13'),  S;)!  79 
35,  1.54  46 
8,112  09 
50,940  93 
5;i,982  60 
97,365  93 

136.605  77 

245,974  40 
66,931  01 
24,526  26 
13,199  74 

111, ,556  86 
43,  .590  20 
67,325  13 

109,288  78 

12,059  89 

200  00 

64,531  13 

8.5,046  54 

151,804  11 
13,814  04 
59,667  96 
98,730  43 

589,905  73 

213,318  74 
29,819  28 
21,120  31 


§■790  34 

65,873  41 

6,750  03 

10,899  06 

15,630  46 

3,067  61 

1,061  94 

5,373  81 

15,883  47 

4, 151  60 

59,717  34 

32,-90  35 


5,703  37 
1,355  00 
14.824  53 
10,377  68 
1,266  03 
16,461  69 


813  35 
666  79 
193  73 


16  00 
6,918  60 
5,663  16 
7,357  43 

96  10 


.$20,014  65 

91,017  86 

35,028  09 

41,103  98 

151,033  25 

3»,222  07 

9,204  03 

56,314  73 

69,865  07 

101,530  53 

196.323  II 

278,764  75 

66,931  01 

30,329  63 

14,504  74 

126,381  39 

53,967  88 

68,091  16 

135,770  47 

12,009  89 

200  OO 

60.344  48 

88,713  33 

151,997  83 

13,814  04 

59,683  96 

105,655  03 

.095,568  88 

219,676  16 

29,915  38 

21.120  31 


*  No  re  eiver  in  office,  in  the  tburtli  quarter  of  1831,  to  pay  salar>'  and  commission. 

t  Commissioned  in  March,  1831.    Operations  commenced  in  third  quarter  same  year. 

I  Commenced  operations  in  December,  1831.    No  changes  yet  made  for  salary  and  commission. 
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[No.  1036. 


Slalemenl  of  the  amount  of  nwnny  paid  to  each  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  offices,  d-c. — Continued. 


VVa5<hingloii 

Augusta 

Mount  Salus 

New  Orleans 

Opelousas 

Ouachita 

Si.  Hilena 

Detroit 

Monroe  &  Wllite  Pigeon  prairie 

Batcsville 

Little  Rock 

Tallahassee 

St.  Augustine 


State  or  Ter- 
ritory. 


Mississippi 

...do 

....do 

JjOuisiana  , 

....do 

....do 

....do 

Michigan . 
....do 

Arkansas  . 
....do 

Florida 

....do 


Register  . 
Receiver., 
Register  . 
Receiver. 
Register  . 
Receiver. 
Register  . 
Receiver. 
Register  . 
Receiver. 
Register  . 
Receiver. 
Register  . 
Receiver. 
Register  . 
Receiver. 
Register  . 
Receiver. 
Register  . 
Receiver. 
Register  . 
Receiver. 
Register  . 
Receiver. 
Register  . 
Receiver. 


Payments  made  to  each  officer  in  tlie  vear  1831. 


§500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
383  14 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
.TOO  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
459  94 
459  94 

.500  00 
500  00 

500  on 

500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 


$465  65 

473  61 

9  50 

14  31 

1,698  77 

1,41-2  rs 

139  09 

209  83 

191  11 

235  63 

505  91 

363  54 

33  71 

29  48 

2,500  00 

2,500  00 

1,281  22 

1,295  05 

78  93 

61  90 

84  17 

11  89 

346  89 

432  07 

5  48 

5  48 


$60  00 
60  00 
40  00 
40  00 
60  00 
60  00 


I        60  00 

117  95  i        60  00 
'        60  00 


265  25 

60  00 

3  56  ' 

i 

1,196  30  ' 

60  00 

60  00 
60  00 
60  00 


60  00 
60  00 


5   = 


Money  received  at  the  land  otfices  in 
the  year  1831. 


SI, 025  65 

1,059  00 

549  50 

5.')4  31 

2,141  91 

2,208  63 

639  09 

709  83 

751  11 

913  58 

1,065  91 

1,188  79 

532  71 

533  04 
3,000  00 
4,196  30 
1,801  16 
2,303  89 

638  93 
691  88 
584  17 
511  89 
906  89 
1,254  44 
505  48 
505  48 


42,118  10     65,820  64     9,455  29     2,220  00      119,614  03     3,389,549  50     297,874  91     3,687,424  41 


§4 1,123  64       $5,442  01 

950  63 

165,394  25  |      4,483  63 

13,910  00  I 


18,074  59  i       1,037  50 

i 
50,591  04  1 

3,271  67    

! 

271,909  04  j      2,986  91 

128,122  00  I 

7,893  88 


8,417  46 

34,489  86 

54d  30 


$46,565  65 

950  63 

169,877  68 

13,910  00 

19,112  09 

50,591  04 

3,271  67 

274,895  95 

128, 122  81 

7,893  88 

8,417  46 

34,089  86 

548  30 


General  Land  Office,  March  8,  1832. 


ELIJAH  HAYWARD,  Commissioner. 


22n  Congress.] 


No.   1036. 


[1st  Session. 


0  N    (!  L  \  I  M    T  0    LAND    I  N    M  I  C  HI  G  A  N  . 


COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REI'RESENT.VTIVES    MARCH    1'2,    1832. 

Mr.  Hunt,  from  the  Cominittoe  on  FuWic  Lands,  to  wlmni  were  referred  the  petitions  of  James  Porlier, 
Alexander  Gardipier,  John  15.  A'iiie,  and  Joseph  Jourdain,  reported: 

By  an  act  of  Congress  approved  the  21st  of  Febrnary,  1823,  it  was  dechired  "  that  cverj'  person  who, 
on  the  1st  day  of  July,  one  tiiousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  was  a  resident  of  Green  Bay,  Prairie  du 
Chien,  or  within  the  county  of  Michilimackinac,  and  who  on  said  daj'  occupied  and  cultivated,  or  occu- 
pied a  tract  of  land  which  had  previously  been  cultivated  by  said  occupant,  lying'  within  either  of  said 
settlements,  and  who  has  continued  to  submit  to  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  or  to  the  leg'al 
representatives  of  every  such  person,  shall  be  confirmed  in  the  tract  so  occupied  and  cultivated;  pro- 
vided, liowever,  that  no  person  shall  be  confirmed  in  a  greater  quantity  than  six  hundred  and  fortj'  acres." 
Commissioners  were  authorized  to  adjudicate  on  claims  arising  under  the  act,  and  the  time  limited  for 
the  exercise  of  their  powers  was  the  first  of  November  then  next  ensuing. 

James  Porlier  alleges  that  in  1811  he  purchased  of  Nicholas  Vieux  a  lot  of  land  for  a  valuable  con- 
sideration, situate  on  the  east  side  of  Fox  river,  designated  as  lot  number  eighteen  on  the  plat;  and  that 
from  1810  to  the  present  time  he  has  continued  in  the  possession  of  and  cultivated  the  same;  and  that 
late  in  the  fall  of  1823  he  forwarded  to  the  commissioners  at  Detroit,  appointed  under  the  act  of  Congress 
of  1823,  a  notice  of  his  claim,  together  with  the  necessary  and  proper  testimonj'to  support  it,  which  testi- 
monj'  he  believes  was  lost  or  mislaid,  in  consequence  of  which  the  said  commissioner  did  not  confirm  the 
said  tract  of  land. 

To  support  his  claim  the  said  James  Porlier  produces  the  testimony  of  Brisque  Iloytt  and  Joseph 
Ducharme,  who  say  that  he  did  purcliase  said  lot  of  land  of  said  Nicholas  Vieux;  that  on  tlic  said  first  of 
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Jiilv,  1812,  lie  dill  in'cupy,  iinpvovc,  aixl  cnltivati"  llic  siiiiic,  ami  tiiat  sitiro  that  tiiiir  lir  has  suliriiittc(l 
himself  to  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 

The  other  petitioners  represent  that  they  have  individually  ocenpied,  inipniviMJ.  and  rultiv.ilnl  each 
a  tract  of  land  at  said  CJrecn  Bay  since  tlii^  year  ISO'.l  till  the  ]irescnt  tiun'.  'I'h.it  hy  reason  of  their 
absence,  and  that  of  their  witnesses,  they  were  uiialdc  tn  picpaii'  and  forward  lu  the  eiminiissioners  at 
Detroit,  in  season,  the  necessary  proof  nf  their  title;  and  that  late  in  the  fall  there  was  tio  enninmniral  ion 
open  between  (irecn  15ay  and  Detroit,  and  piay  that  their  respective  claims  may  now  he  ennlirmed. 

Alexander  Gardipier  supports  his  claim  by  the  testimony  of  I'erish  (irinnn,  who  declares  that  said 
Gardipier  from  the  year  1808  to  the  present  time  occupied,  im|iro\(il.  and  hail  the  poss(>ssion  of  his  ecrlaiii 
tract  of  land,  jiarticularly  (k-scrilied  inhis  claim,  at  (Jreen  Bay,  and  that  he  has  submitted  to  the  authority 
of  the  United  States. 

Joseph  Jonrdain  produces  the  testimony  of  .MexandiM'  (lardi[iier  and  I'erisli  (i|-inon,  which  shows  that, 
the  said  Jourdain  from  the  year  ISOl)  to  the  present  time  has  occupieil,  iiiiprov cd.  and  had  the  possession 
(if  a  certain  tract  of  land  at  Cireen  Bay,  particularly  described  in  his  chiiui,  and  that  he  has  submitted  to 
the  authority  of  the  United  States,  and  is  a  citizen  thereof. 

.lohn  B.  Vine  sn]iports  his  claim  by  the  testimony  of  Joseph  Jourdain  and  Ale.\ander  (iardipier,  who 
say  that  in  the  year  1810,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present,  said  Vine  has  imjiroved,  occupied,  and  liad 
the  possession  of  a  certain  tract  of  land,  particularly  described  in  his  claim,  in  the  township  of  Green 
Bay,  and  that  he  has  submitted  to  the  autlmrity  of  the  United  States. 

These  claims  were  rejected  by  the  last  ('on,!i-ress  upon  the  above  nientiiuied  evidence.  The  testimony 
to  show  that  the  petitioiu'rs  coiitinueil  to  snlmiit  to  the  authority  of  the  United  States  was  deemed 
anibisjuiuis  and  defective. 

By  the  subjoined  letter  and  memorandum  of  the  ('ommissiiiiier  of  the  (ieneral  J, and  Ollice  it  a|ipcars 
that  tlie  petitioners,  excepting  John  B.  Vine,  have,  either  from  a  want  of  kiiowled,u,'e  or  design,  misstated 
certain  material  facts,  or  have  not  sufficiently  explained  them,  in  relation  to  the  exhibition  and  proof  of 
their  claims  before  the  commissioners,  under  the  act  of  1823.  As  said  Vine  lias  joined  with  Alexander 
Gardipier  and  Joseph  Jourdain  in  making  the  representations  above  mentioned,  and  referred  to  in  said 
letter  and  memorandum,  the  committee  do  not  consider  it  expedient  to  separate  his  claim,  and  report 
against  the  prayer  of  all  the  petitioners. 


22d  Co.vgress.1  No.    1037.  [1st   Session'. 

ON    Cr.AIM    TO    LAND    IX    M  I  ( '  II  1  G  A  X  . 

CO.MMUMC.MED  TO  THE  Hili;.5E   OK  REfRESENT.VTIVE.S  .M.inCH    12,    1832. 

Mr.  Hr.vT,  from   the  Committee  on   Tublii;   Lands,  to  whom   was   ri'ferred  tlie  petition  of  Paul   Ihicharme, 

reported: 

In  the  year  1703  Doininique  Ducharmc  took  possession  of  certain  lands  upon  the  Fox  river,  in  the 
township  of  Green  Bay,  which  ho  describes  as  follows,  to  wit:  Lot  number  69,  on  the  west  side  of  Fox 
river,  described  on  the  plat  transmitted  to  Congress  by  the  claimants  to  land  in  said  township,  bounded 
in  front  on  said  river,  and  on  the  south  by  a  tract  now  occupied  by  Augustin  Grinon,  bcin,g  twenty-seven 
chains  and  fortj'-scven  links  in  width,  more  or  less,  and  eighty  arjients  in  depth,  situate  at  the  foot  of  the 
Grand  Kakalin.  Lot  number  70,  on  the  west  side  of  said  Fox  river,  bounded  in  front  by  the  said  Grand 
Kakalin,  and  on  tlie  north  or  lower  side  by  the  lot  owned  or  occupied  Iiy  the  said  Augustin  Grinon,  being 
eighty  chains  in  width  and  eighty  in  depth  on  the  shortest  line,  containing,  by  estimation,  (540  acres. 
Also  lot  number  8T,  situate  directly  ojiposite  to  the  portage  around  the  Grand  Kakalin,  on  the  east  side 
of  said  Fox  river,  bounded  in  front  on  said  river,  and  being  thirty  chains  in  width,  more  or  less,  and  eighty 
arpents  in  depth. 

The  evidence  adduced  by  the  petitioner  shows  that,  upon  the  above  described  lands,  without  desig- 
nating the  lots,  the  said  Dominique  Ducharmc  erected  a  dwelling  house,  a  store,  and  out  buildings,  and 
occupied  and  cultivated  the  lots  until  the  year  1800.     After  he  had  taken  possession  of  the  lands,  certain 

Indian  chiefs,  then  residing  there,  ceded  to  him  the  above  premises,  by  their  deed  bearing  date  the 

day  of ,  1793,  and  which  were  afterwards  confirmed  by  other  Indians  in  the  j"ears  1790,  1797,  1798, 

an'd  1799. 

On  the  8th  of  July,  1800,  the  said  Dominique  sold  and  delivered  the  above  mentioned  land.s  to  the 
petitioner,  Paul  Ducharme,  who  had  then  resided  there  with  his  brother  Dominique  Ducharine  several 
years  previously  to  the  sale;  and  upon  the  purchase  took  the  possession  of  the  same  lands,  and  cultivated 
them  to  some  extent,  though  not  deiinitely  described,  till  the  year  1813,  being  the  second  j'ear  of  the  war, 
when  he  was  driven  off  by  the  Indians  hostile  to  the  I'nited  States,  who  burnt  his  buildings,  destroyed 
his  property,  and  compelled  him  to  tlee  to  Green  Bay,  eighteen  miles  distant,  for  protection.  Under 
the  act  approved  the  11th  of  May,  1820,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  rights,  and  confirming  the 
titles  of  certain  settlers  at  Green  Bay  and  Prairie  du  Chien,  the  petitioner  gave  notice  of  his  claim, 
and  exhibited  to  the  agent  of  the  commissioners  the  evidence  of  his  title;  but  he  represents  that  the  com- 
missioners then  considered  the  settlements  of  Green  Bay  did  not  extend  to  the  land  upon  the  Grand 
Kakalin,  and  therefore  his  title  was  not  examined  for  confirmation.  When  the  act  of  the  21st  of  Febru- 
ary, 1823,  was  in  operation  for  reviving  the  powers  of  the  commissioners,  the  petitioner  was  out  of  the 
United  States,  and,  as  he  states,  had  no  notice  of  the  act,  or  opportunity  of  presenting  his  claim.  On  the 
8th  of  July,  1824,  he  returned  and  resumed  his  residence  at  Green  Bay,  where  he  still  continues.  He  is 
now  67  years  of  ago,  is  infirm,  dependent  entirely  upon  his  own  lalior  for  subsistence,  and  the  committee 
are  informed  has  ever  been  friendly  to  the  United  States. 
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In  addition  to  the  above  facts  the  committee  would  advert  to  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  con- 
cluded with  Great  Britain  in  IT 94, -which  declares  that '"  all  se«/er.9  and  irarfens  within  the  precincts  or 
jurisdiction  of  said  po.sts  [relinquished  to  the  United  States,]  shall  continue  to  enjoy  unmolested  all  their 
propcrt}'  of  everj'  kind,  and  shall  be  protected  therein.  Thoy  shall  be  at  full  liberty  to  remain  there,  or 
to  remove,  with  all  or  any  part  of  their  efl'ects;  and  it  shall  also  be  free  to  them  to  sell  their  lands,  houses, 
or  effects,  or  to  retain  them  at  their  discretion."  As  the  aforesaid  Dominique  Ducharme  was  a  settler,  in 
the  possession  of  the  above  described  lands  and  buildings  at  the  time  of  the  treaty,  it  would  seem  that 
his  claim,  as  well  as  the  title  which  the  petitioner  derived  from  him,  should  be  protected  by  the  express 
direction  of  the  above  article. 

By  an  examination  of  the  records  of  the  General  Land  OfBce,  and  the  letter  of  the  Commissioner, 
which  is  here  subjoined,  it  appears  that  the  petitioner  was  under  a  mistake  in  representing  that  the  com- 
missioners under  the  act  of  1820,  as  above  referred  to,  did  not  consider  and  examine  his  claims;  for  it  is 
there  sliown  that  two  lots  of  land  at  the  Grand  Kakalin,  on  Fox  river,  jiresumed  to  be  the  two  lots  first 
above  described,  and  containing  040  acres  each,  were  confirmed  to  the  petitioner;  and  that  another  claim 
made  by  him,  presumed  to  be  for  the  tiiird  lot,  as  above  described,  was  rejected  by  the  commissioners.  It 
therefore  appears  that  the  claims  of  the  petitioner  have  once  been  investigated  by  a  competent  board;  and 
as  the  committee  are  induced  to  believe  that  justice  has  already  been  done  to  him,  they  submit  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  not  granted. 


General  L.\nd  Office,  February  21,  1832. 

Sir:  I  return  the  iietition  and  papers  of  Paul  Ducharme,  enclosed  in  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant. 

Under  tiie  provisions  of  the  act  of  11th  May,  1820,  (Land  Laws,  p.  170,)  Paul  Ducharme  claimed  three 
tracts  of  land  at  the  Kakalin,  or  great  rapids  of  Fox  river;  and  two  of  those  tracts,  situated  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river,  v/ere  recommended  by  the  commissioners,  and  conhrmed  to  him  by  the  third  section  of 
the  act  of  the  21st  February,  1823,  (Land  Laws,  p.  831).  At  the  same  time  his  claim  to  the  tract  east  of 
the  river  was  rejected  by  the  commissioners.  Under  the  same  law  Augustus  Grignon  claimed,  as  the 
assignee  of  Ducharme,  a  tract  situated  between  the  tracts  claimed  by  and  confirmed  to  Ducharme,  which 
the  commissioners  recommended  for  confirmation,  and  which  was  therefore  confirmed  by  the  act  of  1823. 
Grignon  also  claimed  the  lots  which  were  confirmed  to  Ducharme,  but  his  claims  to  these  tracts  were 
rejected.  A  copy  of  so  much  of  the  report  of  the  commissioners,  and  of  the  accompanying  map,  as  relates 
to  the  claims  of  Ducharme,  is  enclosed;  and  by  comparing'  the  testimony  adduced  in  support  thereof,  with 
the  provisions  of  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  3d  j\Iarch,  1807,  (Land  Laws,  p.  540,)  you  will  be  enabled 
to  form  an  opinion  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  decisions  of  the  commissioners. 

I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  a  correspondence  in  1825  between  the  office  of  Indian  Affairs  and  this  office, 
respecting  the  claim  of  Ducharme  on  the  east  side  of  Fox  river,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  New 
York  Indians  also  claim  the  land  in  question. 

By  reference  to  pages  43,  4f>,  and  47  of  the  document  ]irintcd  as  report  No.  42,  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, 1st  session  20th  Congress,  it  will  be  seen  that  three  tracts  at  the  Kakalin,  there  called  the  portage 
of  the  Big  Cockalin,  were  claimed  by  Nancy  Macrey  and  Augustine  Grignon,  whose  claims  being  recom- 
mended, but  "  not  to  interfere  with  any  confirmations  heretofore  made,"  were  confirmed  by  the  act  of  April, 
1828.  How  far  these  claims  may  interfere  with  the  previously  confirmed  claims  of  Ducharme,  if  at  aJl,  I 
have  not  the  means  of  ascertaining. 

I  am,  verj'  respectfullj',  sir,  your  irbedient  servant, 

ELIJAH  HAYWARD. 

Hon.  Jonathan  Hunt,  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  House  of  Representatives. 


22n  Congress.  1  No.   1038.  [1st  Session. 

ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COMMfNICATEn  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REl'RESEXT.VTIVES  MARCH   It),   1832. 

Mr.  Marshall,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Isaac 

Thomas  and  William  M.  Wilson,  reported: 

That  the  petitioners  pray  a  confirmation  of  their  title  to  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  in  the 
parish  of  Rapides,  on  Red  river,  at  the  moutli  of  Bayou  Darro,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  which  land  they 

claim  by  virtue  of  the  settlement  and  occupancy  of  the  same  by Palmer  and Ratliff,  with 

the  permission  of  the  Spanish  authorities,  prior  to  the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  the  United  States.  The 
petitioners  claim  as  assignees  of  Palmer  and  Ratliff  through  various  mesne  transfers.  It  appears  satis- 
factorily, from  the  evidence  filed  with  the  petition,  that  Palmer  and  Ratliff  settled  and  occupied  the  land 
prior  to  the  cession,  and  that  James  and  Edward  McGlaughlin,  to  whom  they  transferred  it,  also  occupied 
it  before  and  for  several  years  after  the  cession,  and  that  it  has  since  been  occupied  by  their  assignees. 
The  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  title  of  the  present  assignees  should  be  confirmed,  and  for 
that  juirpose  report  a  bill.  ,/ 
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22d  Congress.]  No.    1039.  [1st  Session'. 

ON   CLAIMS   OP   CERTAIN  SETTLERS  IN  LOUISIANA  FOR  INDEMNITY  FOR  THE  LOSS  OF 
RKIIITS  OBTAINED  FRO>r  THE  SPANISH  (.'(^'ERNMENI'. 

COMMrN'ir.\TKl>  Til  TllK  KOfSK  OF  IJF.IT.KSENTATIVKS  MAUlU    1(1,    \ii'^-2. 

Mr.  Bl'M.Aun,   frmn   tlu>  ('(Hiiijiittro  mi  rrivute   LaiiJ  Cluiiii.s,  tn  wlioui    was   ri'l'criM'il   the   |ictitinn  u\'  I'Jov 

Scfi'ura  and  <jthor.s,  ri'port(_Ml: 

Tliat  tlio  petitioners  are  tin;  snrvivinp;  ilescemlants  (.iT  a  colony  i<i'  Spaniards  wlio,  at  a  very  early  period, 
were  invited  f'runi  Spain,  and  settled  in  Louisiana.  They  were  ])laeed  on  small  traets  of  land,  wliieli  weri' 
assigned  tliem  by  the  King  of  Spain,  at  a  place  called  New  Iberia,  and  their  lands  fronted  on  Lake  Feigniers, 
since  called  the  Spanish  lake.  The  King  of  Spain  furnished  them  some  aid  in  leaving  Malaga,  their  native 
country,  and  seemed  solicitous  to  jdace  them  at  ease  in  their  new  aliode.  It  is  a  matter  not  oidy  of 
historical  notiirietj'  but  of  legal  proof  before  the  committee  that  allotments  uf  land  wi're  made  to  the 
emigrants,  and  that  they  were  put  in  possession  l\y  the  King's  surveyor  where  the  petitioners  3'et  live. 
But  as  the  lands  assigned  them  were  entirely  destitute  of  tindier,  being  an  open  prairie,  and  they  could 
not  build  houses  nor  cultivate  their  lands  witiiout  wood,  the  Spanish  government  gave  them,  collectively, 
the  usufruct,  or  the  privilege  of  cutting  timber  and  lirewood  in  a  cypress  swamp,  and  on  a  tract  of  wo(jd- 
land  in  the  neighborliood,  called  the   Troif:  iWo-. 

The  little  colony  continued  in  the  undisturbed  enjoyment  of  that  privilege,  to  them  indispensable,  until 
long  since  the  change  of  government  by  the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  the  United  States.  This  privilege 
of  the  Spanish  emigrants  not  being  of  such  a  nature  as  would  authorize  the  commissionei's  for  the  adjusi- 
mcnt  of  land  titles  in  that  district  to  recognize  it  as  a  title  to  land,  no  steps  were  taken  to  obtain  the 
continuance  of  it  from  the  American  government.  Still  it  might  be  considered  as  a  lipecies  of  properdj, 
which  seems  to  have  been  guarantied  by  the  treaty  of  cession  to  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  the  ceded 
countrj'.  Ultimately,  about  the  year  1821,  the  wood  lands  within  which  that  [jrivilege  had  so  long  been 
exercised  were  sold  by  the  L'nited  States,  and  the  Spanish  families  left  entirelj'  destitute  of  timber.  Not 
supposing  it  possible  that  their  right  could  be  fjuestioned,  they  attempted  to  continue  the  practice  of 
supplying  themselves  from  the  same  source,  were  prosecuted  at  law  for  a  trespass  on  the  purchasers  from 
the  United  States,  and  condemned  to  pay  heavy  damages. 

These  facts  exhibit  certainly  a  hard  case,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  entitle  the  petitioners 
to  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress.  The  committee  therefore  report  a  bill,  giving  to  eacli  of  the 
petitioners  a  quarter  section  of  land  out  of  the  public  domain. 


22d  Congress.]  No.    1040.  [1st  Session. 

ON    C  L  A  I  iM    TO    LAND    IN    L  0  U  I  S  I  A  N  A  . 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE   HOUSE  OF   REPRESENTATIVES   MARCH    Id,    1832. 

Mr.  BuLLARn,  fnim  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Josiah 

Barker,  reported: 

That  the  petitioner  has  exhibited  two  patents  or  complete  titles  emanating  from  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment for  lands  situated  on  the  Mississippi,  near  Manchae.  One  of  them  was  granted  originally  to 
Zachariah  Norton,  on  February  14,  178(3,  for  three  hundred  and  twenty-one  arpents  and  three  hundred 
toises,  having  a  front  of  four  arpents  and  six  toises  on  the  river.  The  other  was  granted  originally  to 
John  Fitzpatrick,  on  the  same  day,  for  six  hundred  and  eighty  arpents,  superficial,  adjoining  the  first 
named,  and  having  a  front  of  nine  arpents  on  the  river.  Both  these  grants  are  perfect  in  form,  and 
conferred  title  of  the  highest  dignity  known  to  the  Spanish  law.  The  petitioner  is  the  undoubted  owner, 
and  the  lands  have  alwaj^s  been  occupied  and  cultivated  conformably  to  the  title. 

The  committee  therefore  report  a  bill  confirming  the  title. 


22d   Congress.]  *  No.  1041.  [1st  Session. 

0  N    C  L  A  I  M    T  0    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

communicated  to  the  house  of  representatives  march  10,   1832. 

Mr.  BuLLARD,  from  the  Committee  on   Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  J.  C. 

Boudrean,  reported: 

That  as  early  as  1T83  Louis  Delahoussaye,  having  a  title  to  a  tract  of  land  on  the  Vermilion,  in 
Louisiana,  of  one  hundred  arpents  front,  sold  the  same  to  Pierre  Rousseau,  who  afterwards  conveyed 
forty-four  arpents  of  the  same  to  Rent;  Leblanc,  fifty  arpents  to  one  Dupare,  and  six  arpents  front  were 
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exchanged  with  Josejih  Frahaii,  wlio  sold  thi:  siune  to  tho  father  of  the  petitioner.  All  except  these  six 
arpents  front  appear  to  have  been  eoniirnied  by  tho  coniniissioners  for  adjusting-  land  titles  in  that  district. 
The  petitioner,  and  those  under  whom  he  claims,  have  been  in  possession  since  long-  before  the  chan«-e  of 
government,  have  regularlj'  paid  the  taxes,  and  cultivated  the  land.  If  this  proof  had  been  laid  before 
the  commissioners  by  the  claimant  the  title  would  undcjubtedly  have  been  confirmed  The  committee 
therefore  think  it  ought  now  to  be  confirmed,  and  report  a  bill  to  that  cfl'ect. 


22d   CoxGREsa.]  No.    1042.  [1st  Session. 

ON  CLAB[  OF  INDEMNITY  FOR  A  DEFECT  IN  THE   TITLE  TO   LAND  DERIVED  FROM  THE 

UNITED  STATES. 

COMML'.VIfATED  To  THE   HOl'SE  OK  REPRESENTATIVES  MARCH   17,    1832. 

Mr.  Pllumer,  from  the  (.'omniittee   on   Public  Lands,  to  whom  was   referred   the   petition   of  Hartwell  W. 

Vick,  reported: 

That  Hartwell  W.  Vick,  a  citizen  of  Warren  county,  Mississippi,  on  the  23d  day  of  Jlay,  1818,  pur- 
chased of  the  United  States,  at  the  land  office  at  Washington,  Mississippi,  in  the  land  district  west  of 
Pearl  river,  fractional  section  No.  20,  in  township  No.  IS,  of  range  4  east,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the 
provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  on  the  3d  of  !March,  1803,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  grants 
of  lands,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee." 
The  fractional  section  contained  225.10  acres,  which,  at  the  price  of  $2  per  acre,  amounted  to  the  sum  of 
$451  40.  One  fourth  part  of  the  purchase  money,  amounting  to  §112  85,  was  advanced  for  the  land, 
and,  according  to  the  stipulations  of  the  act  above  referred  to,  anotiier  fourth  part  was  to  have  been  paid 
within  two  years,  another  fourth  part  within  three  years,  and  the  remaining  fourth  part  within  four  years 
from  the  day  of  sale.  Interest  at  the  rate  of  si-^c  per  cent,  per  annum  was  chargeable  on  the  three  last 
payments  from  the  day  of  sale.  The  land,  if  not  completely  paid  for  within  one  year  after  the  last  pay- 
ment became  due,  was  to  be  offered  for  sale  again  to  the  highest  bidder;  and  if  it  did  not  sell  for  the 
amount  due  thereon,  and  interest,  the  same  was  to  revert  to  the  United  States. 

On  April  18,  1823,  Mr.  Vick  availed  himself  of  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  March  2, 
1821,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  prior  to  July  1,  1820,"  and  took  a 
certificate  of  further  credit,  jiayable  in  eight  equal  annual  instalments,  the  first  instalment  due  on  March 
31,  1822,  and  the  last  on  March  31,  1829.  The  entry  by  Vick  was  made  according  to  the  plat  of  the 
United  States  surveyor,  received  and  approved  hy  the  surveyor  general,  and  deposited  in  the  office.  lu 
1828  (and  bciVire  the  last  payment  became  due)  a  rosurvey  of  the  private  claims  in  that  township  was 
had,  under  the  authority  of  the  government,  by  which  it  was  ascertained  that  the  tract  of  land  purchased 
by  Mr.  Vick  was  covered  by  the  private  claim  of  Elihu  H.  Bay,  previously  located,  and  that  the  sale  to 
Vick  was  consequently  void. 

The  tract  of  land  which  the  ]ietitioner  entered,  as  before  described,  is  situated  within  about  half  a 
mile  of  the  town  of  Vicksburg,  on  the  Mississippi  river,  a  place,  in  point  of  commercial  importance,  second 
to  none  on  the  river  above  Natchez  and  below  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio;  which,  taken  in  connexion  with  the 
known  fertility  of  the  soil  in  tliat  section  of  the  State,  makes  the  land  of  great  value.  The  petitioner 
represents  the  land  to  be  wortli  .$10  per  acre;  present  value  of  land  $2,257,  which  Avould  enable  him  to 
purchase  1,800  acres  of  the  richest  and  most  fertile  of  the  uncultivated  lands  at  the  minimum  govern- 
ment price. 

One  of  the  committee  is  acquainted  with  the  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  Vicksburg,  and  from  his 
knowledge  of  their  value  does  not  think  the  before  described  tract  of  land  overrated  by  the  petitioner. 
The  petitioner  also  represents,  that  in  consequence  of  the  inability  of  the  general  government  to  comply 
with  her  part  of  the  contract  by  perfecting  his  titles,  he  has  been  deprived  of  a  home  for  his  family,  and 
the  means  of  supporting  a  wife  and  children  who  are  dependent  on  his  exertions  alone  for  the  means  of  a 
sustenance  and  education.  He  therefore  prays  Congress  to  grant  unto  him,  as  an  indemnity  for  the 
injury  he  has  sustained  in  consequence  of  the  inability  of  the  United  States  to  comply  with  her  part  of 
the  contract,  made  by  the  petitioner  with  the  United  States  on  the  faith  and  credit  of  her  public  records 
and  officers,  two  sections  of  land,  to  1)0  located  on  any  of  the  unappropriated  lands  l)elonging  to  the 
L'nited  States  within  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

The  bill  before  the  committee,  which  has  lu'en  referred  to  them,  authorizes  the  government  to  refund 
to  the  petitioner  the  amount  of  uKjuey  by  him  advanced  on  said  tract  of  land,  and  interest  on  the  same  at 
the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum.  If  that  is  all  the  relief  to  which  the  petitioner  is  entitled,  after  the 
government  has  had  the  use  of  his  money  fourteen  years,  and  in  effect  turned  him  and  his  family  out  of 
house  and  home  by  the  misfeasance  of  one  of  her  officers,  there  is  no  necessity  for  any  legislation  on  the 
subject.  The  purchase  money  can  be  refunded  to  him  under  the  existing  laws.  If  the  petitioner  is  to  be 
deprived  of  property  to  the  amount  of  $2,200  by  the  act  of  his  government,  making  no  other  compensation 
than  the  little  pittance  of  §112,  and  interest  thereon,  he  might  with  propriety  doubt  the  truth  of  the 
assertion  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  is  administered  "upon  principles  of  equity  and 
justice."  The  committee  deem  it  inexpedient  to  grant  to  the  petitioner  a  donation  of  land  as  a  compensa- 
tion for  the  loss  he  has  sustained,  but  think  it  no  more  than  reasonable  that  the  monej'  he  has  paid, 
together  with  interest  at  the  same  rate  as  that  exacted  from  him  on  the  last  payments  by  the  government, 
should  be  refunded  in  scrip  or  land  stock,  and  that  he  should  have  the  pre-emption  right  of  entering  one 
section  of  any  of  the  unappropriated  lands  of  the  L'nited  States  within  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

The  committee,  therefore,  report  the  bill,  with  an  amendment  to  th^t  effect. 
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22d  Coxcrkss.] 


No.   lOl^i.  11  SI- 


OX  A  rT;ni'o>ri'i()X  to  e.-;'I'ahlisii  a  i.axd  offick  at  coi.rMr.is.  mi.<sis.<ii'I'I. 

(  iiM\irNiiAii:ii  I'll  TiiK   iini  sK  OF  r.F.ruKsr.NT  Aiivi;.-;  makiu   17,  ls:;-J. 

Mr.  I'mmmki;.  IViiin  tlic  ('.niiiiiittcc  mi  I'liMir  I, amis,  win  were  insliiicti'il   tn  iiH|iiin'  into  llir  cxiiccliniry  ul' 
I'slaMisliiii;;-  a  laiul  ullici'  at  ('nliiiiiluis.  in  llic  ."^latc  nl'  Mississi|i|ii,  i('|M.rlcil : 

Fi-.mi  till'  liiiii\vii'il_L;-e  tlii'  ciiniiiiittre  lia\('  nf  llie  g'eo!'Ta])lii('al  situation  of  tin'  country,  it  is,  in  tlii'ir 
opinion,  liij;-iily  iniiioitant  to  the  interests  of  the  people  resiiliii,t;-  in  the  nurtlieru  section  ol'  tlic  Slate  of 
Jlississippi,  that  a  land  office  should  bo  established  in  tiiat  part  of  the  State.  A  ])i)rtion  of  the  citizen-; 
are  now  coiiipelled  to  travel  from  one  hundred  anil  lifty  to  two  hundred  miles  to  a  land  office.  This  is  a 
i>-rievance  to  all  classes  of  society,  and  an  evil  which  oii;.;ht  to  be  remedied.  It  operates  peculiarly  hard 
on  a  poor  man  and  laborer,  whose  peciiniarv  idreunistaiices  will  not  admit  of  liis  purchasing;'  nmre  than 
one-eighth  of  laud,  to  be  ciiin|ielled  to  leave  his  business  for  si.\  or  ei,L;'ht  days,  and  expend  one-eij;'htli  of 
the  price  of  tiie  laud,  to  deposit  his  money  in  the  office.  The  citizens  of  the  counties  of  Lowndes  and 
Monroe,  situated  in  that  isolated  portion  of  Mississippi  between  the  Tondii<>'bee  river  and  the  State  of 
Alabama,  have  heretofore  labored  under  many  inconveniences  for  the  want  of  a  land  otlice  in  that  part  of 
the  country,  which  they  were  compelled  to  foreji'o  in  conseijuence  of  there  not  bein,t;'  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  laud  in  market  to  justify  the  expense  of  a  separate  land  district  for  these  two  counties. 

The  extin,y,'uishment  of  the  Indian  title  to  the  adjacent  lands  aeiiuired  from  the  Choctaws  by  tin'  treaty 
of  Dancing-  Itabbit  creek  will,  in  the  opinicju  of  the  committee,  as  soon  as  they  are  ready  for  market, 
justify  the  expense  of  a  land  office  in  that  section  of  the  State. 

Columbus  being  situated  on  the  border  of  the  Choctaw  lands,  on  the  great  highway  leading  I'roin 
Tennessee  and  Alabama  to  the  interior  of  the  newly  acquired  territory,  and  a  point  -which  a  great  portion 
of  the  "land  hunters"  and  emigrants  -^-ill  be  compelled  to  pass  in  search  of  land  and  homes  for  their 
families,  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committi'e,  the  most  eligible  situation  to  locate  the  office  for  that  district 
of  the  new  purchase,  to  which  the  counties  of  Lowndes  and  Monroe,  from  their  situation,  must  necessarily 
be  attached.  The  committee  have  liefore  them  the  following  communication  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  on  the  subject,  addressed  to  one  of  their  numlx-r.  which  they  beg  leave  to  submit  as 
a  part  tif  their  report: 

"  Gexerai,  L.iXD  Office,  March  3,  1832. 

"Sir;  In  reply  to  your  note  of  the  1st  instant,  reifuesting  me  to  give  to  you,  in  writing,  my  oi)inion, 
as  expressed  a  few  days  since,  as  to  the  expediency  of  establishing  any  land  offices  in  that  section  of 
country  recently  acquired  from  the  Choctaws,  I  have  to  state  that  at  the  time  of  our  conversation  it  -n'as 
my  belief,  as  it  is  now,  that  it  -vvas  not  expedient  to  estaldish  land  districts  for  these  lands  until  a  good 
portion  of  them  should  be  surveyed,  and  the  plats  examined  and  certified  by  the  surveyor  .general,  and 
duplicates  of  the  plats  prepared  for  this  and  the  land  offices  proposed  to  be  created;  and  that  these  surveys 
could  not  be  made  and  returned  in  time  to  make  it  advisable  to  create  any  such  landotlices  at  this  session 
of  Congress. 

"  With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

"ELIJAH  IIAYWAED. 

"  Hon.  F.  E.  FuMMER,  Huu.<e  of  Ilrpre^t'iitalicrs." 

The  connnittee  agree  with  the  commissioner  in  opinion  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  estaldish  by  law  a 
land  office  at  Columbus  during  this  scs.sion  of  Congress,  and  therefore  offer  for  adoption  the  follow-ing 
resolution: 

Jiesoh-cd,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  be  postiioned  to  the  next  session  of  Congress. 


22d    CoycREss.]  No.    1044.  [1st  SESsiorJ. 

ON  REMISSION  OF  FORFEITURES  FOR  NON-PAYMENT  P,Y  PURCHASERS  OF  PUBLIC 

LANDS   IX   MISSISSIPPI. 

COMMrXIC.WED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRE3EN'T.\TIVES    M.\RCII    17,     1832. 

Mr.   Pi.i-5iMER,   from   the   Committee  on    Public   Lands,  to  -^vliom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Sinclair   D. 

Gervais,  reported: 

That  Edward  Cook,  of  Warren  county,  Mississippi,  on  December  2",  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1817, 
became  the  purchaser  of  fractional  section  twenty-five,  in  township  fifteen,  of  range  four  east,  in  the  land 
district  west  of  Pearl  river,  containing,  by  estimate,  four  hundred  and  sixty-two  acres  and  eighty-seven 
liundredths  of  an  acre,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  per  acre — whole  amount  of  purchase  money  nine  hundred 
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and  tweiity-fivo  dollars  and  seventy-four  cents.  He  paid  one-fourth  part  of  the  purchase  nifuiey  or  first 
instalment,  amounting'  to  two  hundred  and  thirty-one  dollars  and  fortj'-three  cents,  at  the  time  of  the 
purchase,  and  took  a  credit  on  the  residue  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  statute  in  such  case  made 
and  jirovidod.  On  September  19,  1821,  GcMU-ge  Arnold,  assignee  of  the  said  Edward  Cook,  signed  and 
filed  in  the  register's  otiice  of  the  district  of  lands  offered  for  sale  at  Washington,  Mississippi,  his  decla- 
ration, in  writing,  and  obtained  a  certilicatc  of  further  credit  on  the  balance  due,  under  and  by  virtue  of 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  March  2,  1821,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  purchasers 
of  public  lands  prior  to  July  1,  1820."'  On  July  3,  1829,  the  said  tract  of  land  became  forfeited,  and 
reverted  to  the  United  States  for  non-payment  of  the  balance  of  the  purchase  money,  under  and  by  virtue 
of  the  provisions  of  the  act  aforesaid.  Tlio  petitioner  represents  that  the  said  George  Arnold  assigned 
the  certificate  of  further  credit  to  Setli  A.  Griflith,  under  whom  the  said  Sinclair  1).  Gervais  claimed  title 
to  said  tract  of  land,  liy  a  purchase  made  at  an  advanced  price,  ])rcvious  to  the  reversion  of  the  land  to 
the  United  States,  as  aforesaid.  The  petitioner  also  represents  that  by  a  resurvey  of  the  lands  in  town- 
ship No.  lu,  in  which  the  fractional  section  before  described  is  situated,  by  order  of  the  surveyor  general, 
and  subsequent  to  the  time  of  the  purchase  made  by  him  from  Griflith,  he  found,  by  the  running  of  the 
lines,  the  land  not  to  be  so  valuable  as  he  had  anticipated. 

The  ))etitioner  therefore  prays  Congress  to  pass  a  special  law  authorizing  the  register  of  the  land 
office  at  Washington,  where  the  purchase  was  made,  to  issue  to  him  a  certificate  for  the  sum  of  $231  74, 
it  being  the  amount  of  money  advanced  for  said  tract  of  land  by  the  original  purchaser;  and  that  the  said 
certificate,  when  so  issued  as  aforesaid,  may  be  received  and  credited  as  cash  in  paj'ment  of  any  public 
lands  which  have  heretofore  or  may  hereafter  be  sold  by  the  United  States.  All  of  the  allegations  herein 
stated  and  set  forth  are,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  supported  by  com]3etcnt  and  satisfactory 
evidence,  excepting  the  statement  of  the  transfer  of  the  certificate  of  further  credit  by  Arnold  to  Griffith, 
and  tlie  purchase  of  the  petitioner  from  the  said  GrilBlh.  ]5y  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress,  passed 
May  23,  1828,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  purcliasers  of  the  pulilic  lands  that  have  reverted  for 
non-payment  of  the  purchase  money,"  the  relief  prayed  for  by  the  petitioner  in  this  case  was  granted  to 
all  purchasers  of  public  lands  on  which  a  further  credit  had  not  been  taken,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  March  2,  1821,  Ijcfore  referred  to.  And  the  committee  know  of  no  good  reason  why  the  same  relief 
granteil  to  that  class  of  purchasers,  by  the  act  of  1828,  should  not  be  extended  to  those  purchasers  who 
availed  themselves  of  the  further  credit  granted  by  the  act  of  1821. 

The  Conmiittco  on  Tublic  Lands  have  reported  a  general  bill  granting  relief  to  all  persons  simi- 
larly situated  with  the  petiti(.uu'r,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  connaittee,  renders  it  inexpedient  to  report 
a  special  bill  in  this  case. 


22d  Coxgress.]  No.  1045.  '  [1st  Session. 

OX  GL.MM  OF  INDEMNITY  FOR  A  DEFECT  IN  THE  TITLE  TO  LAND  DERIVED   FROM  THE 

UNITED  STATES. 

COlIMlTNlCATEn    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REri'.E.^KXTATIVES    JIAIiCH    17,    1832. 

Mr.  Plummer,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Jesse  Bell, 

of  Jlississippi,  reported: 

The  memorialist  represents  that  on  the  seventh  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  his  father,  William  Bell,  purchased  of  the  United  States,  at  the  land  ofiice  at 
AVashington,  Mississippi,  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  county  of  Wilkinson  and  State  aforesaid,  known 
and  designated  on  the  map  as  surveyed  and  returned  to  the  register's  office  of  that  land  district  by  the 
surveyor  in  the  employ  of  the  government  as  fractional  section  number  fifteen,  in  township  number  two, 
of  range  number  four  west,  in  the  land  district  west  of  Pearl  river,  containing,  by  estimate,  five  hundred 
and  fifty-five  acres,  and  paid  therefor  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six  dollars  and  eightj'-four 
cents,  the  full  amount  of  the  purchase  money  for  said  tract  of  land,  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  exclusive  of 
the  discount  allowed  by  law.  The  last  payment  was  made  on  the  12th  of  January,  1829,  and  the  register 
of  the  land  office  at  Washington  issued  a  final  certificate  for  said  tract  of  land,  and  transmitted  the  same 
to  the  General  Land  Office  on  tlie  22d  of  April  following.  William  Bell,  since  deceased,  by  his  last  will 
and  testament  devised  said  tract  of  land  to  the  memorialist,  Jesse  Bell,  and  his  brother,  Thomas  Bell.  On 
the  24th  day  of  January,  1832,  tlie  said  Thomas  Bell,  one  of  the  devisees,  assigned  and  transferred,  by  a 
deed  of  conveyance  of  that  date,  all  of  his  right,  title,  and  interest  in  and  to  said  tract  of  land  to  the 
memorialist,  who,  by  the  will  and  transfer  as  aforesaid,  has  become,  and  is,  entitled  to  all  the  legal  and 
eijuitable  interest  in  and  to  said  tract  of  land  which  was  vested  in  said  William  Bell  during  his  lifetime. 
Bj'  a  resurvey  of  the  lands  in  that  township,  made  by  authority  of  the  surveyor  general  of  the  "public 
lands  south  of  Tennessee,"  in  February,  1831,  it  was  found  that  the  tract  of  land  purchased  by  the  said 
AVilliam  Bell,  and  now  claimed  by  the  memorialist,  was  covered  by  the  confirmed  claims  of  Jiihn  Collins, 
Charles  Percy,  and  Thomas  Wilkins,  who  held  under  and  by  virtue  of  previously  located  Spanish  grants. 
There  is  before  the  committee,  duly  certified,  record  evidence  sufficient  to  convince  them  of  the  trutii  of 
the  statements.  The  memorialist  also  states  (and  has  adduced  in  support  of  his  statement  the  affidavit 
of  Peter  Smith,  a  respectable  citizen  of  Wilkinson  county,  Mississippi,  taken  before  a  notary  iiublic)  that 
he  has  made  valuable  improvements  on  the  land,  and  that  the  said  tract  of  land,  in  its  improved  condition, 
is  worth  at  this  time  the  sum  of  two  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty  dollars.  The  memorialist  therefore 
prays  Congress  to  pass  a  special  law  authorizing  him  to  surrender  his  certificate  to  said  tract  of  land,  so 
purchased  by  his  father  in  his  lifetime  and  claimed   by  other  persons  a:-' 'aforesaid,  and  to  locate  in  lieu 
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thereof  (1110  soi'finii  of  ;m v  nf  tlio  unappropriateil  lamls  licli)n,:;'iiii;'  to  the  rnitcil  Slates  williiii  the  Stato  o|' 
Mi.ssissi[i]ii.  The  eoimiiittee  ileeiii  il  iimieei^ssiirv  to  enter  into  any  a  i\L;aiiiirii(  in  suiipoil  .if  the  eipiilalih' 
and  leii'al  rij;'lit  which  the  nieiuorialisl  has  to  el  aim,  at  the  hands  i  if  1 1 U'  ;_;i'neral  ,i;-o\einnM'iiL  a  naiiiiiHa  :il  inn 

for  the  injury  which  he  has  sustained  l>y  the  sale  of  a  tract  of  land  to  his  testator,  made  hy  tl Iliccis  uf 

"■overnuient,  to  which  the  I'liited  Stales  had.  al  the  lime,  no  Ic-al  oi'  e'lnilal'le  title,  'fhe  facts  s|ieak  for 
tlieinselves.  The  inisla.ke  was  not  occasicncd  hy  the  erinr  or  ncL;li'j,ence  nf  t  he  memnrialisi  nr  his  testator, 
lull  hv  the  erroneous  surxcy  and  plat  of  llie  Inw  nship  rcluiiicd  to  llic  ..llici'  Ly  the  sni-\cy,rr  in  the  employ 
cif  the  I'nited  Stales.  Tiie  pnn-hase  was  made  on  Ihe  I'ailh  nf  tin-  piiMic  maps,  recnrds,  ami  nlliceis,  wilh 
full  confidence  in  the  afilily  nf  iIk'  ,i;'overninent  In  pcifccl  thclilhs;  and  tlm  L:'n\crnmonl  is  hound,  Ly 
every  priiici|ile  of  law  and  justice,  to  maUe  salisfactinu  to  the  L^ranlce  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manmi-  as 
thou.n'li  he  had  been  a  private  individual,  and  had  1  lansfcrii'd  the  laud  fy  a  deed  (if  cnn\ cyance.  warranl- 
ins;'  the  title.  The  section  of  land  which  the  mcmoiialisl  asks  as  an  iiidcnmily  Wiv  the  inca|iacily  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  In  perl'cci  tlm  titles,  is  wnrtli,  at  the  miuinium  price,  SStlll.  'flie  ,amnuiil  nf 
inoliev  ]iai(l  for  the  land,  as  Lelnre  stated.  SS:;(i  -Jl,  e\clnsi\-e  nf  inleicsl  and  the  discnnul  allnwed  by  law. 
v.'hich,  taken  in  cnnnc.xinn  with  the  enhanced  valm-  nf  llie  laud  hy  reasnii  nf  Ihe  inipro\ cua-iits  made 
thereon,  renders,  in  the  n|iiuion  nf  the  conunittee.  the   i^-raiitinu'  of  the  prayer  nf  Ihe  lueumrialisl  mi  nmre 

than  an  act  of  justice  ('U  the  [kuI  nf  the  .■;-eneral   e'nvcianiienl.       Therefnre  iIk uimilt( c   icpnrl  a  hill  fnr 

the  relief  <>{'  Jesse  Bell. 
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coMMr.\ic.\Ti':n  to  the  ikiu.?!-:  of  i;Kri;i:scxT.vrivKs  sura.ii  20.    I:^::;^. 

Mr.  I'.WK  JdUXSiiN,   frniu   the   Cniiuniftee  nu    Private    Laud   Claims,   to  whom  was   referre(l   the   petitinu  nf 

^Villianl  C)viu,L;'tnu  ami  ntlu'Ts,  repnrted: 

The  petitioner,  AMUiain  Oviu-tnli.  re]iresents  that  soUK.'tiine  in  the  year  1817  Joseph  F.  L'allenliui-y, 
then  a  resident  of  East  Fhudda,  obtained  IVnm  the  Spanish  authorities  a  grant  or  cession  of  50.000  acres 
(if  land,  on  C(.indition  that  the  same  or  a  portion  of  it  should  be  s(.'ttled  and  eidtivatcd  within  two  years; 
and  that  g'rauts  in  the  usual  form  were  e.KCcute(l  nu  February  2(),  1818;  and  that  the  delay  in  the  execu- 
tion uf  the  grant  occurred  in  conseipienco  of  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  governor  of  East  Florida  to  have 
his  authority  to  make  such  a  large  .grant  examined  into  and  contirnicd  by  the  King  of  Spain;  that  innne- 
diately  after,  Eattcnbury  left  Florida  tor  the  purjiose  of  complying  with  the  conditions  of  the  grant;  that 
upon  his  arrival  in  Philadelphia  a  bargain  was  made,  October  IG,  1818,  between  said  Ratteidmry  ami 
James  Alexander,  by  which  one  moiety  of  the  grant  was  c(.inveyed  to  Alexander,  he  a.greeing'  to  coin[ily 
with  the  conditions  of  the  grant;  and  that  in  the  I'all  of  1818  said  Alexander  ]iroceeded  from  New  York 
to  East  Florida,  taking  with  him  men.  live  stock,  and  such  necessary  supplies  as  were  required  to  insure 
success  to  the  settlement;  that  iqxjii  his  arrival  at  St.  Augustine  he  procured  orders  lA'  survey  from  the 
proper  authorities  and  land  surveys  (if  diilereut  tracts  of  land  to  be  made  in  East  Florida  to  thc'  aiiK'Uut 
of  tifty  thousand  acres,  which  were  duly  re,gistered  in  the  jiroper  ofijces  in  East  Fh.irida;  and  that  ^Ir. 
Alexander  inunediately  took  possession  and  commenced  im[)ruvenients,  and  obtained  fr(jm  the  Spanish 
authorities  official  documents  recognizing  the  performance  of  the  conditions  of  the  .grant;  and  that  Alex- 
ander died  in  Florida  in  1820;  and  that  since  that  time  the  agents  of  the  said  Alexancler  and  the  petitioners 
have  continued  in  the  possession  of  the  lands,  altlaiu.gh  the  imiirovements  on  the  land  have  made  but  litth" 
progress,  from  an  apprehension  that  their  title  might  not  be  continued  under  the  treaty  with  Spain  in  1818. 

The  petitioner  urges  upon  tlie  statement  of  facts,  that  the  8th  article  of  the  treaty  of  1818,  which 
declares  all  grants  void  made  after  the  24th  January-,  1818,  did  not  intend  to  embrace  such  a  case  as  that 
of  the  petitioner,  whose  grant  was  made  in  .good  faith,  and  the  conditions  of  it  eomi)li(.Ml  with,  without  any 
knowledge  of  the  existence;  and  that  the  8th  article  of  the  treaty  Avas  intended  to  ajiply  to  the  .n'rants 
issued  by  Spain  to  the  Duke  of  Alegon,  to  Count  Pnnver  Kosteo,  and  to  Pe  Vargas;  and  refers  to  the 
correspondence  between  Mr.  Adams  and  Drm  Onis,  and  the  Count  De  Neuville,  and  also  to  the  correspniid- 
ence  between  Mr.  Forsyth  and  the  Spanish  government,  and  also  to  the  President's  message  lA'  the  7th 
December,  1819.  The  claim  was  also  tiled  witli  the  board  of  commissioners,  who  declined  acting,  as  their 
powers  were  limited  to  the  confirmation  of  .sjrants  made  before  the  treaty.  Petitioner  also  alleges  that 
Alexander  expended  six  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty  dollars,  and  that  fniu-  thnusaud  niie  hundred 
and  sixty'  dollars  was  advanced  to  him  by  the  petitioner. 

Petitioner  also  alleges  that  said  Alexander  died,  leaving  a  last  will  and  testament,  devising  his  real 
and  personal  estate  to  the  wife  of  the  petitioner,  his  sister;  that  she  has  since  died,  leaving  four  cliildren, 
Henry  A.  Ovington,  James  A.  Ovin.u'ton,  Susan  Benedict,  wife  of  Samuel  AV.  Benedict,  and  Anna  J. 
Taylor,  wife  of  John  X.  Taylor;  and  that  the  petitioner  is  the  only  surviving  executor  of  Alexander,  and 
asks  a  continuation  of  the  title  to  one-half  of  the  lands  surveyed  to  his  children,  the  heirs  as  well  as 
devisees  (jf  Alexander. 

The  petitioner  exhibits  to  the  committee  a  paper,  in  the  S[iaiiisli  lan.gua.ge,  purporting  to  be  a  copy  of 

the  grant  for  the  land,  and  certified  to  be  a  copy  by ,  Avho  purports  to  have  had  the  cniitml  nf 

the  Spanish  records  before  the  transfer  of  Florida  to  the  I'nited  States.  The  paper  produced  is,  in  the 
first  place,  a  memorial  of  Rattenbury  to  the  Spanish  governor,  bearing  date  Feliruary  18,  1818,  settin.g 
forth  that  it  was  his  object  "to  introduce  into  the  province  of  East  Florida,  agreeably  to  the  ordiminces 
and  regulations  of  his  Catholic  ilajest.y,  for  the  purpose  of  au.gmenting  the  population,  a  ninnber  of 
settlers,  with  their  families,  from  Great  15ritain,  Ireland,  and  elsewhere,  and  also  negroes  from  Africa,  for 
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the  piirposp  of  rultivatiiif;;  the  iaiid  ami  other  objects."  lie  tlierefore  asks  a  grant  of  one  hundred  thousand 
acres,  and  three  years  time  to  fnltil  the  conditions.  And  on  the  2Gtli  of  February,  1S18,  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernor decreed,  after  reciting-  iiis  powers  and  the  object  of  the  Spanish  government,  "  I  grant  unto  liim 
fifty  thousand  acres  of  land,  half  of  the  one  hundred  tiiousajid  which  he  solicits,  in  the  situation  he  points 
out,  wiliiout  prejudice  to  third  per.soi;s,  but  upon  the  express  condition  that  he  shall  etl'ect  the  intidduction 
which  he  olfers  in  the  space  of  two  years  from  this  date;  but  if  at  the  expiration  of  two  years  he  has  not 
complied  with  his  ofl'er,  in  whole  or  in  part,  this  concession  shall  be  lield  of  no  value  or  effect.  At  the 
same  time  it  is  provided  that  lie  shall  not  sell  or  cede  to  any  one  tiie  land  whicii  is  granted  unto  him, 
unless  preceded  by  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  tiiis  government,  who  will  confirm  the  concession  as 
often  as  it  shall  be  necessary  for  the  proposed  objects;  and  for  his  confirmation  and  security,  and  for  the 
promotion  of  the  same,  the  secretary  shall  give  him  such  certified  copies  as  may  be  necessary  of  this 
memorial  and  decree. 

"COITINGER." 

The  petitioner  presents  anotlier  document,  in  the  Spanish  language,  purporting'  to  be  a  certified  copy 
from  the  records  of  St.  Augustine,  of  a  power  of  attorney  froui  Rattenbury  to  Alexander,  authorizing  him 
to  manage  his  afl'airs  in  Florida,  and  also  a  transfer  of  one-half  of  the  int('r<'st  in  the  fifty  thousand  acres, 
both  bearing  date  the  16th  of  October,  1818. 

The  petitioner  also  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  agreement  between  Alexander  and 
four  men,  to  wit:  ^Villiam  Hacy,  Thomas  Byrne,  Bernard  Lawless,  and  Daniel  Maines,  by  wliich  it  is  agreed 
that  Alexander  was  to  paj'  their  |)assage  from  New  York  to  East  Florida,  and  pay  them  twelve  dollars  a  month 
and  their  board  and  lodging;  tliey  agree  on  tiieir  part  "to  obey  the  orders  and  be  subject  to  any  employ- 
ment towards  the  promotion  of  .said  settlement,  or  otherwise,  which  the  said  James  Alexander  may  direct. 
We  also  hereby  agree  to  continue  with  and  under  the  employ,  orders,  and  directions  of  said  James  Alex- 
ander for  the  period  of  six  months  from  the  date  hereof;"  and  a  power  is  reserved  to  said  Alexander  to 
dismiss  all  or  any  of  them  within  the  six  months,  upon  his  providing  a  passage  back  to  New  York,  if  any 
of  them  desired  to  go,  and  paying  all  wages  due  to  them,  and  an  addition  of  six  dolhirs,  one  half  month's 
paj',  for  their  passage  back.  And  on  the  said  paper  purports  to  be  the  receipt  of  Daniel  JIaines,  Thomas 
Byrne,  and  Bernard"  Lawless,  dated  the  4th  December,  (I  presume  1818,)  in  full  satisfaction  of  all  their 
services,  and  also  the  receipt  of  William  Hacy,  dated  tlie  20th  November,  1819,  for  his  pay.  There  is  no 
evidence  presented  to  the  conmiittee  of  the  execution  of  the  contract,  or  the  receipts  on  the  back  of  it. 

There  is   also  a  paper  in  the  Spanish  language  presented,  purporting  to  be  a  copy  of  the  rec(jrds  of 

St.  Augustine,  showing  that  Mr.  .\lexandcr  became  a  Spanish  suliject,  according  to  their  law,  on  the 

day  of ,1818. 

There  is  also  a  document  presented  in  the  Spanish  language,  purporting  to  be  a  copy  from  the  records 
at  St.  Augustine,  of  the  application  by  .Mr.  Alexander  to  have  the  lands  granted  to  Rattenbury  surveyed. 
The  memorial  presented  by  him  as  the  attorney,  in  fact,  of  Rattenbury,  asks  for  the  survey  of  10,000  acres 
of  said  land,  upon  which  he  proposed  commencing  his  operations,  bearing  date  December  15,  1818,  and  on 
the  same  day,  the  governor  directs  that  it  be  done  as  demanded,  "  agreeably  to  the  terms  expressed  in  the 
decree  of  the  26th  of  February  last,  for  which  the  lands  mentioned  were  granted,  and  coidormable  with 
the  formalities  of  the  same,  and  the  citation  of  the  colonial  authorities." 

A  second  memorial,  dated  iMarch  lo,  1819,  is  jn-esented  to  the  governor,  asking  a  survey  of  the 
balance  of  the  land,  alleging  that  it  is  "  expedient  to  hold  the  surveys  of  all  the  land,  and  to  form  the  cor- 
responding plans  projected  liy  his  principal,  and  to  carry  into  effect  his  project  of  uniting  the  families  he 
proposes;  and  in  such  case  it  will  be  necessary  to  know  the  precise  boundaries  of  thi'  land  which  he  ought 
to  settle,  tiiat  he  may  avoid  all  tlisputes,"  &c.  And  on  March  17,  1819,  the  governor  directs  its  reference 
to  some  inferior  oihcer  to  report  to  him;  and  on  the  20th  (jf  Maridi  a  favorable  report  is  made  on  the 
application;  and  on  the  same  day  the  governor  granted  the  request,  "  subject  to  the  conditions  in  the  grant 
which  this  government  made  to  Joseph  Freeman  Rattenbury,  of  the  .50,000  acres  of  land."  And  the  said 
ten  thousand  acres  of  land  was  surveyed  August  T,  1819,  and  tlie  plat  accom|)anies  the  documerit. 

Another  memorial  is  presented  by  Alexander,  dated  the  20th  of  February,  1820,  accompanied  by  the 
survey  of  the  10,000  acres,  in  wiiich  he  sets  out  that  many  difficulties  had  occurred  to  prevent  the  execu- 
tion of  the  conditions  of  the  grant,  and  which  produced  great  expense,  and  had  determined  him  to  take 
possession  of  the  10,000  acres,  surveyed  as  aforesaid,  upon  which  he  had  settled  more  than  fiftj'  negroes 
under  the  direction  and  care  of  white  men,  and  had  constructed  habitations  for  them,  and  had  prepared 
for  a  permanent  .settlement  before  tlie  expiration  of  the  two  years,  and  asks  to  have  the  proofs  of  the  past 
performance  of  the  condition  recorded  ;  and  on  the  3J  of  March,  1820,  the  governor  grants  the  demand, 
and  "under  the  precise  obligation  of  presenting  the  documents  which  prove  the  possession  of  the  negroes 
referred  to  and  introduction  of  the  same  into  the  province  ;"  and  on  the  8tli  of  ilarch,  1820,  depositions 
of  three  witnesses  are  taken,  which  prove  that  Alexander  had  settled  about  fifty  negroes  on  the  10,000 
acres  as  early  as  June  or  July,  1819,  and  made  considerable  improvements,  and  had  various  species  of 
stock,  evidencing  a  permanent  settlement. 

On  the  20th  January,  1821,  Henry  Alexander  Ovington  presented  a  memorial  to  the  Spanish  governor, 
on  behalf  of  the  heirs  of  James  Alexander,  deceased,  in  which  he  says  "that  whereas  it  is  expedient  that 
the  annexed  desiiatch  should  justify  the  ]iossession,  which  was  taken  by  the  deceased,  of  ten  thousand 
acres  of  land  to  the  west  (jf  the  river  St.  John's,  and  be  enrolled  in  the  office  of  the  present  notary  ;  and 
that  it  be  decreed  from  the  evidences  produceil,  being  ready  to  pay  the  whole  duty  ;"  upon  whicli  the 
governor  decrees  on  the  same  day,  "  tliat  it  may  not  subject  the  same  to  secjuestration  for  not  having 
concluded  the  process,  nor  impeach  the  justification  which  was  directed  by  the  decree  of  the  3d  of  March, 
1820,  enrolled  the  title  to  the  extent  wdiich  has  taken  jilacc,  and  give  to  the  party  the  proof  which  ho 
dcujands." 

10,000  acres  surveyed  as  above,  on  liie  Gtli  August,  1819. 

11,500 lo..  ." d.) 8tli  August,  1819. 

11,520 do do. 

2,500 do do 10th  Februarv,  1820. 

2,500 do do 10th  February,  1820. 

4,000 do do 31st  December,  1818. 

500 do do 10th  February,  1820. 

2,600 do do 12th  July,  1819. 

2,000 do do 18th  March,  1819.  ,'' 

4,000 do do 31st  December,  1818. 
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'J'ho  potitiniier  also  presents  tlie  afliilavit  of  Iluratin  T>c-:i!i'i-,  sworn  |o  lief'ore  tlic  nutai-y  |inlilic  o|'  tin. 
citv  ol'  New  York  ;  lie  s\ve;u's  that  he  aizTced  to  nin'tr  with  Alcxamln  in  clleetini;'  the  conililious  of  ihr 
grant,  by  niakinj;'  settlements,  enltivation,  I've.;  ami  lie  aeeorilin^ly  eonnueneeil  with  Alexander  a  sellle- 
incnt  upon  a  tract  at  Volusia  of  4,(100  aeres,  anil  another  tract  .at  Ale.xamler  .'^prin.ii's  of  1  l.fi.'i.S  acii's.  And 
oil  the  first  tract  ho  cleared  l.')7  acres,  which  was  principally  planteil  in  sn.n-ar-calie  ;  that  lie  caiisicl  -111 
building's  to  be  put  up  for  the  slaves,  and  other  Iniilding's  for  niannfactiirinj;'  sng'ar  ;  and  that  he  caiis.d 
tircharils  of  various  tropical  iVuits  to  \if  planted,  and  \  iiiey.anls,  all  of  which  was  done  shoitly  afli  r  his 
arrival  in  December,  ]S10  ;  and  that  70  hands  had  been  eiiiphiyed  at  one  time  on  tin-  tract.  'J'liat  on  IIm' 
Vibilia  tract  he  caused  about  '-'7  acacs  to  be  cleared,  which  w  is  pl.iiited  in  cinu,  rice,  ami  potatoes,  and 
three  dwelling'dioiises  built,  'fhat  lands  had  been  opened  I'ni  an  oiaiin<'  ^love.  and  a  inirseiv  planted 
thri'C  years  a.u'o.  lb'  also  states  that  he  caused  three  frame  biiili|iiiL;s  to  lie  put  up  on  the  .\|r\aiidi  r  .^pi  in.i;' 
tract,  which  are  oi-cupied  by  the  keepias  of  his  stock.  That  no  ni'iri'  lam  Is  lia\i'  been  nponed  than  euou.nh 
to  provision  the  hands  and  stock,  ami  lor  a  younn'  oran,^-e  i;-rove.  That  he  has  continued  tlie  possession 
ever  since,  under  the  a,i;'reeineiit,  actim;'  as  the  anint  of  Alexander.  'J'hal  .Mexamhr  died  in  tin'  summer 
of  1820.  That  sniidiy  other  tiacts  were  snr\-eve(l  under  the  uiant  to  b'at  teiibury,  and  tiial  Ik.'  liad  a 
general  snperintendeiK'e  and  care  over  them,  fur  the  preser\atioii  nf  the  l.iud  and  timber  ,L;'iowiii'_;- t  lieieon ; 
exercised  acts  of  ownership,  as  the  .iniiit  of  .\lrxamler  and  his  ii'present;i  I  i\-es.  'I'lie  pet  it  loner  also 
iille,U'es  that  Alexander  had  expeiideil  between  six  and  seven  tlioiisand  dollars  in  the  iiiaiia;j-euient  of  said 
land,  and  of  that  sum  lie  advanceil  about  bnir  thousand  dollars. 

The  various  docuinents  presented  to  the  committee  in  the  ."Spanish  l.innuane,  ami  which  lia\-e  been 
above  referred  to  and  used  as  correct  copies  of  the  ori,i;'inals,  have  not  been  autlioni  icated  in  anv  mod.' 
which  Would  justify  their  being'  used  as  evidence  :  and  no  reasons  have  been  assigned  to  the  committee 
for  the  absence  of  the  origdnal  grants  and  concessions  undi'i'  which  the  petitioners  claim  ;  and  to  most  of 
the  Spanish  docuineuts  an  Engdish  translation  is  appended,  without  any  inlormation  to  the  committuc  as 
to  the  individual  who  made  it,  and  without  any  verilication.  Notwithstanding  these  exceptions  might 
properly  be  taken  to  the  species  of  evidence  presented  to  the  (■(■mniittee.  they  liavi.'  examined  the  caiso 
upon  its  merits,  as  tlie  same  is  detailed  to  them  ill  the  ilocunieiits  ri'lV'ired  to  by  them.  The  committee 
cmild  not  but  be  struck  with  the  looseness  of  the  pliraseolo,My  used  in  the  meinoiials  to  the  .govenim-  (jf 
East  Florida,  and  in  the  decrees  made  by  him  in  relation  to  the  hind  claimed  by  the  pri'seiit  applicant. 

In  the  first  memorial  presented  by  Kattenbury  he  sets  forth  his  object  to  introduce,  "I'or  tlie  [iiirpose 
of  auganeiitin.g'  the  iiopulation,  a  luimlier  of  settlers,  with  their  iamilic's,  from  (in.'at  I'rit.iin,  Ireland,  and 
elsewhere,  and  also  iieg-roes  from  Africa,  for  the  purpose  of  c-ultivatin,g  the  land  and  other  objects,"  without 
any  specification  as  to  the  number  of  indi\iduals  or  families  which  he  intended  to  introduce,  or  anyc>rtain 
quantity  of  the  land  to  be  put  in  cultivation  ;  and  the  decree  of  tiie  governor  fouiideii  thereon  is  ei|uallv 
indefinite  and  more  uncertain,  by  the  introduction  of  the  sentence  in  the  condition,  "  if  the  same  is  ii.'t 
complied  with,  Ni  !(7(o/t' or  »! /OTr/,"  within  two  ycar.s,  the  same  to  be  voiil.  And  this  uncertainly  as  to 
what  was  to  be  done  i.s  kept  u]>  in  tin.'  various  memorials  and  decrees  in  relation  to  tin.'  sub,ject,  and 
induced  the  connnittec  to  examine  as  far  as  the}'  could  into  the  nuHle  and  manner  of  transacting  such 
business  by  the  Spanish  g-overnors,  under  the  hope  of  finding  some  satisfactory  explanation  for  the  use  of 
such  a'ciieral  and  ambiguous  phrases  in  the  acts  of  the  Spanish  officers. 

In  the  various  ordinances  and  regulations  of  tlie  Spanish  government  and  oflicers  for  .granting'  land 
in  East  Florida,  as  puldislied  in  the  appendix  to  the  volume  containin.g  the  land  laws,  in  the  oiiinion  of  the 
committee,  may  be  fouml  a  satisfactoiy  explanation  of  the  difiiculties  arising  from  the  phraseology 
in  the  memorials  and  grants.  It  was  well  understood  from  the  ordinances  of  the  King  and  the  various 
regulations  of  the  Spanish  governors,  the  precise  ipiantit,v  of  land  that  each  head  of  a  family,  and  eacli 
individual  in  the  family,  both  white  and  black,  were  entitled  to  when  they  became  settlers  in  East  Florida. 

And  the  committee  suppose  that  the  conditional  concession  i>t'  oO,000  acres  was  made,  in  the  first  place, 
with  a  view  to  the  introduction  of  such  ;i  number  of  actual  si^ttlers  as  would  bear  some  proportion  between 
the  nuinfu'r  ot  settlers  and  quantity  of  land  granted,  as  was  customary  in  the  Spanish  provinces,  leservin.g 
to  the  .governor  the  right  to  determine  when  the  terms  and  siiirit  of  the  contract  had  been  complied  with. 
The  subseipient  acts  of  the  memorialists,  as  widl  as  the  .Spanish  governor,  in  orderin.g' surveys  of  the  land, 
the  recordin.g'  of  evidence,  and  granting  copies,  seems  rather  desi.gned  by  the  jiartics  as  facilities  aftVirded 
to  the  claimant  whereby  lie  might  the  more  readily  induce  emigrants  to  settle  in  that  jiart  of  the  country 
and  enable  him  to  comply  with  the  conditions  in  the  grant,  than  any  confirmation  of  title  or  acknowlcd.g- 
inent  of  the  performance  of  the  conditions  of  the  grant,  so  far  as  they  even  ajiply  ti.i  the  ten  thi.iusand 
acres  upon  which  the  plantation  is  situated. 

The  committee  cannot  believe  that  the  removal  to  that  section  of  tin.'  country  of  Mr.  Alexander,  with 
fifty  or  sixty  negroes  and  a  few  overseers,  and  locating  himself  in  one  or  more  of  the  tracts  of  land  sur- 
veyed, was  a  I'ompliance  in  whole  or  in  part  with  the  terms,  or  spirit,  or  meaning' of  the  original  contract, 
but  seems  rather  an  eflbrt  to  evade  the  spirit  and  raeanin.g  of  the  contract  and  bring  himself  within  the 
terms  of  the  condition  contained  in  the  first  concession  of  (jovernor  Cop|iiiig-er,  in  which  he  states,  if  the 
condition  is  not  complied  with,  "  in  ichoJr  or  in  part,'''  within  two  years,  th(.>  same  to  be  void.  And  it  is 
evident  from  the  last  decree  of  the  governor  upon  this  subject,  made  in  1821,  tqion  the  applic:ition  of 
Henry  A.  Ovington,  that  neither  party  considered  the  condition  of  the  original  .grant  as  having  been 
comiilied  with. 

Tlie  committee  arc,  therefore,  decidedly  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Kattenbury,  or  any  persons  claiming 
under  him,  under  the  grant  of  (jovernor  Coppin.ger,  have  no  claim  for  a  confirmation  of  said  title,  either 
in  law  or  equity.  They  have  no  evidence  before  them  of  the  assent  of  the  Spanish  g'overnment  to  the  sale 
or  transfer  made  by  liattenbury  to  Alexander,  wdiich  was  necessary,  by  the  conditions  in  the  .grant,  as  well 
as  the  regulations  of  the  Spanish  officers  in  East  Florida.  But  if  the  committee  should  err  in  this  view 
of  the  case,  the  8tli  article  ot  the  treaty  with  Spain,  making  viiid  all  grants  made  subsequent  to  the  24th 
of  January,  1818,  is  too  clear  to  admit  of  a  doubt.  It  is  not  believed  that  any  law,  general  in  its  pro- 
visions, plain  and  clear,  and  indisputable  in  its  pliraseolo.gy,  has  ever  yet  been  limited  in  its  construction 
to  two  or  three  individual  cases,  which  probably  caused  the  introduction  of  such  general  provision. 

In  the  view  of  the  coimiiittee,  the  petitioners  are  recommended  to  the  consideration  of  Con.gress  alone 
as  settlers  upon  the  puldic  domain,  and  as  such  provision  would  have  been  made  for  them,  similar  to  the 
provision  nnult  in  all  other  cases,  and  perhaps  with  more  liberality,  in  consequence  of  the  expenditures 
made  by  them,  if  they  had  testimony  before  them  which  would  enable  them  to  act.  Mr.  Dexter,  whose 
affidavit  is  presented,  and  gives  detailed  information  upon  tlie  subject,  appears  to  the  committee  rather  in 
the  character  of  a  partner  tlian  a  disinterested  witness.     The  said  Dexter  says,  in  his  deposition,  "that 
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sometime  in  liic  nmiitli  of  Dcccmln'r,  1819,  this  dcpcment  entered  into  an  ananR-onient  with  Mr.  James 
Alexander,"  "by  wliicli  tlii.s  de|)onent  aij^reed  with  said  James  Alexander  to  unite  with  him  in  effectino- 
the  conditions  of  the  said  grant  liy  making  settlements  in  the  lands  embraced  in  said  grant,  and  previously 
surveyed,  by  putting  them  in  a  state  of  cultivation  and  im|)rovement;"  from  which  the  committee  are 
induced  to  believe  that  he  is  to(j  much  interested  in  whatever  may  be  done  to  be  an  admissible  witness. 
The  eoiiimittee,  therefon^  recommend  a  rejection  of  the  application  of  the  petitioner. 


22d    Congress.]  No.    1047.  [1st  Session. 

.\ri'I,l('.\Tl(>\  OF  MISSISSIPPI  AM)  OF  THE    TRUSTEES    OF   JEFFERSON  COLLEGE  FOR  A 

DONATION'  OF  F.VND  TO  TIL\T  COLLEGE. 

COMMUXICATEl)    TO    THE    SEX.VTE    M.iRCH    20,     1  S32. 

7o  the  liiiDoralilf  Ihr  Srnnlc  anil  Iluuse  nf  Rcprcsentalivm  af  the  United  State.-t  in  Congress  assi'mbted  : 

The  memorial  of  the  trustees  of  Jefferson  College,  in  the  State  of  ^Mississippi,  respectfully  represents: 
That  the  institution  under  their  charge  was  incorporated  in  the  year  1802,  and  endowed  l\y  Cong-res.s  with 
a  to\vnshi[i  of  land,  which  was  located  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  5th  of  October,  1812,  on 
the  TonJjigbee  river,  in  a  position  nearly  central  to  the  then  limits  of  the  Mississippi  Territory;  that  the 
division  of  the  Territory  and  tlie  formation  of  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi  has  thrown  this 
land  into  the  State  of  Alabama,  whilst  the  site  of  the  college  is  on  the  western  margin  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi.     This  land,  therefore,  is  remote,  inconvenient,  and  of  little  value  to  the  institution. 

The  nieniorialists  state  that  thej'  feel  assured  that  Congress,  in  its  munificence,  designed  this  as  well 
as  all  similar  grants  to  other  literarj"  institutions  as  a  means  of  active  and  efficient  support  in  its  wise 
and  cherished  policy  ot  diffusing'  information  and  learning,  and  maintaining  that  intellig'ence  in  the 
community  in  which  the  free  and  happy  institutions  of  our  government  had  their  origin  and  must  ever 
sulisist.  It  is  <loubtless  the  desire  of  C'ongress  that  the  grant  of  land  to  Jefferson  College  should  be  a 
source  of  immediate  reveinie  and  be  usefully  and  elHciently  appliefl  to  the  laudable  purp(.ise  for  which  it 
was  designed. 

Impressed  with  this  belief,  the  board  of  trustees  deem  it  their  duty  to  apprise  you  that  the  land  in 
((uestion,  independent  of  its  unfavorable  position,  is  composed  chiefly  of  sterile  pine  barrens,  and  of  land 
subject  to  inundation,  and  that  they  find  il  impracticable  to  make  any  disposition  of  it  for  the  advantage 
of  the  institution  under  their  charge. 

The  memorialists  therefore  pray  that  they  may  bo  permitted  to  relinquish  the  land  granted  for  the 
use  of  Jefferson  College,  being  part  of  township  No.  10,  of  ranges  Nos.  1  and  2  west,  in  the  district  of 
lands  ofl'ercd  for  sale  at  St.  Stephen's,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  found  advisable,  and  to  locate  in  lieu 
thereof  a  quantity  of  land  equal  to  that  which  they  may  relinquish,  to  be  selected  under  the  direction  of 
the  trustees,  out  of  any  unappropriated  land  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  or  within  the  limits  of  the  country 
lately  ceded  by  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  Indians  to  the  United  States,  to  be  taken  either  before  or 
after  such  lands  may  liave  been  offered  at  jjublic  sale,  being  governed  in  such  locations  b_y  the  legal 
subdivisions  of  such  lands  in  the  survej's  made  or  to  bo  made  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 
And  also  that  they  may  be  permitted  and  authorized  to  sell  the  land  which  may  be  so  located  or 
entered,  and  to  convey  a  fee-simple  title  thereto,  otherwise  it  might  and  probably  would  remain  unproduc- 
tive and  valueless  to  the  college  for  half  a  centurj-.  In  the  meantime  the  institution  would  languish  and 
decline  for  want  of  aid. 

The  memorialists  beg  leave  to  remind  your  honorable  body  that  so  soon  as  the  late  treaties  with  the 
(_!houtaw  and  Chickasaw  Indians  take  effect,  th(M-e  will  be  in  tlie  State  of  Mississippi  alone  more  tha'n 
twenty  million  of  acres  of  land  which  will  be  obtainable  from  the  United  States  at  the  low  rate  of  one 
dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre;  and  when  persons  can  become  purchasers  on  such  favorable  terms,  it  is 
obvious  that  leases  will  be  imiiracticable,  or  that  few  if  any  will  be  found  willing  under  existing  circiun- 
.>s'/«)?C('s  to  improve  land  held  by  such  a  tenure;  and  it  may  be  remarked  that  although  leases  of  those 
lands  may  be  impracticable,  yet  the  sum  which  they  would  yield,  if  sold,  might  be  readilj'  and  securely 
invested  at  an  annual  interest  of  from  six  to  ten  per  cent.,  thus  furnishing  a  convenient  and  certain 
revenue;  sufficient,  in  the  opinion  of  the  memorialists,  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  institution. 

In  conclusion,  the  memorialists  are  persuaded  that  if  the  privileges  prayed  for  are  extended  to  them, 
they  will  bo  enabled  to  realize  a  fund  which,  being  judiciously  invested,  will  yield  a  permanent  income 
and  enable  the  trustees  to  keep  the  institution  in  useful  operation.  In  support  of  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners they  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  subjoined  memorial  of  the  general  assembly  of  Mississippi.  And 
the  memorialists  will,  as  in  duty  bound,  ever  pray,  &c. 

(JERAR'D  C.  BRAND0N,''Pn«irf6>;i;  of  the  Board  of  Trnstees,  Jefferson  Oolh'cje. 
I  sE.M,.]  LEVIN  WAILES,  Stxretary. 

December  23,   1831. 


A  MEMORIAL 

To  the  honoral)te  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled': 

The  memorial  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  respectfully  represents:  That  on 
till'  third  .March,  eighteen  liundred  and  three,  an  act  of  Congress  granted  for  the  use  of  Jefferson  College, 
an  infant  institution  in  the  then  Mississippi  Territory,  a  fownshi]i  of  land,  to  be  located  by  the  Secretary 
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of  the  Troasiirv.  A  locatidii  was  arciu-diiiii-ly  iiiado,  in  llic  year  <'iL;liti'cn  IiiukIi'ciI  ami  finfcn,  df  liiirly-six 
sections  of  land,  in  a  |i(isiti<in  nearly  eenti'al  with  ri\L;ai  d  In  llir  Ihrn  cxistin.ij;  teirilurial  limits,  all  of  \\  liirh 
are  coniprised  in  townslii])  No.  1(1,  uf  ran.i;'es  Nns.  1  ami  J  wrsl.  in  tlic  dislriel  of  lanils  oH'crod  lor  sale  al 
St.  Stejilien's,  Alaliaina.  The  sulise(|nent  division  of  llie  Tiarilory  und  the  fornialion  of  iho  .Siairs  of 
Alabama  and  Mississippi  has  thrown  111  is  local  ion  cnl  ircly  willioiil  I  ho  lino  Is  of  |  lie  filler  Si  ale  and  upon 
the  frontiers  of  the  former,  in  a  silualion  liy  no  means  elinihle  ami  loo  reinole  from  tli<:  college  to 
subserve  any  valuable  puriuise. 

Yotir  memorialists  would  further  represeni  to  your  honorable  body  thai  llie  loealion  ilsell'  was 
oriu-imilly  injudicious,  haviiej;  been  maile  on  sterile,  nnprodnel  i\c  pine  iiarrens.  subjeei  to  ihi'  peiioilieal 
inundations  of  the  Tonibi.i;'bee  river. 

Your  memorialists  would  represent  to  your  honorable  bi.dy  llial  llie  inslilulion  (if  leaniiii'.;-.  to  wliieli 
this  donation  was  made,  after  liaviiin'  siruu-L;'led  loni;'  A\ith  its  endiarrassinenls.  and  alter  having- 
repeatedly  luaile  miavailini;'  elforts  to  dispose  of  its  lands,  is  just  emei'.i;'ilii;'  into  nsefniiiess.  and  pronnses 
to  be  highly  ad\'aiila.i;'eous  to  this  and  the  adjaeeiil  Stales,  but  il  is  still  iiiipressed  with  eneinnbranei's 
from  which  il  cannot  be  extricated  withonl  an  act  of  natiiHial  lilierality  on  the  part  of  your  lionoiable 
body. 

The  palroiniL;'!'  of  letters  is  so  essentially  a  ]l|■ero^■ati\"l■  of  yonr  honorable  body,  and  llie  disseiiiina- 
tiou  of  knowleilee  is  So  intimately  conDecled  with  human  liberty  and  liinnan  happiness,  that  your  honor- 
able body  will  not  re(|uire  a  stroin;-er  consideration  lo  induce  an  acipiiesceiu'i'  in  llie  prayer  of  yonr 
memorialists.  Your  memorialisls  thercd'ore  unite  willi  the  Irustees  of  .li'Iferson  Collee'e  in  prayin.s;'  your 
honorable  body  that  an  act  may  pass  aulhoriziiiii'  the  aforesaid  trustees  to  surrender  the  township  of  land 
in  Alabama,  (.or  so  mncli  of  il  as  may  be  condin-ive  to  the  inlei-csls  of  Jelferson  t'olleu'e.)  and  enter  an 
ecjual  (pianlity  within  this  .Stale,  to  be  selected  out  of  any  iinapiiropriateil  laml  of  tin'  I'niled  ."-^lates 
jirevions  to  its  beiiiLi'  exposed  to  pulilic  sale. 

.M.    F.    UK    (i\l\yyKy[lV.UK  SjiraLrrn/-  tlir  ![,,,,:<,■,,/•  l!.j,,y'srnlalirrs. 
A.   -M.   .^<_'()Td\  Liriitiiiiiiil  (rorminr  (iiiil  Prr.-iiilriil  a/'  Ihc  Scnalr. 

Approved  Dec'cmber  10,  ls:;u, 

(iKi;.\i;i)  ('.  r,i;.\M<ox 


Secrk.t.\f,v  of  Sutio's  Office,  Jacl:-<on,  3Ii.-tsi.^sijijji,  DeccniluT  17,  LSoI. 

I  hereb\-  eertifv  that    the  foreti'otng  is  a  correct    transcri|it   of  ih<>   ori.^'inal    nill    on   lile    in    mv  ollice. 

JOHN    .\.   (}\\\s\\i\\A,.  Srrrrtani  ut'  Slldr. 


Exi':cfTivE  Cii.\MiiER,  Jacl.«in,  Dccciubrr   1  i,    LSiJl. 

I  hereby  certify  that  John  A.  Grimliall  is  on  this  day  an  acting'  secretary  of  state  in  and  for  the 
State  aforesaid,  and  that  duo  faith  and  credit  should  be  g-ivon  to  all  his  acts  as  such. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  great  seal  of  the  State,  at  the  town  of  Jackson,  this  seventeenth  day  of 
December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirt.v-one,  and  independence 
[sE.ii..]      of  the  United  States  the  liftv-sixtli. 

gei;aki»  r.  bkaxdox. 


22d  CoxGREss."!  No.    104S.  flsT  Session. 


OX  THE  ADJUSTMEXT  OF  THE  rT_.AlMS  OF  THE  HEIRS  OF  ELISHA  ^VIXTER  AND  SOXS 

TO  LAXD  IX  FLORIDA. 

COMMfXIC.VTED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REFRESEXT.VTIVES    MARCH    22,    1832. 

Mr.  Pi.uMMER,  from  the  Committee  on   Public  Lands,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  and   accompany- 
ing documents  of  the  heirs  of  Elislia  Winter  and  sons,  reported: 

The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  rights  of  the  i-laimants  to  the  land  in  ipii'stion  depend  entiiely 
on  cjuestions  of  law,  constructions  of  treaties,  the  customs  and  usa.u'es  of  the  Spanisli  ginernmeiit,  and 
the  testimony  of  witnesses  ;  that  an  examination  by  Congress  woulil  l)e  attended  with  difficulties  and 
delay,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  referred  to  a  judicial  tribunal  for  investi.gation.  A  majorit.y  of  the  com- 
mittee cannot  assent  to  all  of  the  positions  assumed,  and  iid'erences  drawn  from  those  iiositions,  which  are 
held  by  some  members  of  the  committee,  and  which  are  embodied  in  the  form  of  a.  report  in  this  case,  and 
which  accompanies  this  report  ;  but,  to  prevent  further  delay,  and  with  a  view  of  adjusting  the  claim  on 
fair  and  equitable  iirinciides,  the  committee  unanimously  report  a  bill  fir  that  puriiose. 
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Tlie  Coniuiittof  (in  PiiMic  Lrinils,  to  whom  were  referred  tlic  petition  and  accompanying  documents  of  the 

licirs  of  Elisliu  Winter  and  sons,  liaving-,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  directed  a  bill  to  be  reported  to  provide 

for  a  legal  adjudication  of  the  claim  mentioned  in  the  petition,  Mr.  Plummer,  on  behalf  (.if  the  minority 

of  that  C(.immittee,  mentioned  in  the  foreg-(jing'  rejiurt,  submitted  the  following-  as  their  views  of  the 

claims  of  the  petitioners  : 

On  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven,  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  knight  of  the  religious  order  of  St.  John,  field  martial  of  the  royal  armies, 
governor  general,  and  vice  patron  of  the  provinces  of  Louisiana  and  West  Florida,  inspector  of  the  troops 
of  the  same,  &c.,  granted,  by  a  deed  of  concession  (.if  that  date,  unto  Elisha  Winter,  one  thousand  arpents 
square  of  land,  and  to  AVilliam  Winter  and  Gabriel  Winter,  sons  of  Elisha,  each  five  hundred  arpents  square 
of  land,  situate  in  the  territory  or  district  of  Arkansas,  in  consideration,  as  expressed  in  the  deed  of  con- 
cession, "of  the  g(jod  information  given  of  their  excellent  conduct,  and  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the 
agriculture  and  increasing  the  population  of  his  ALijesty's  dominions  ;  and  also  fiir  the  purpose  of  forminn- 
a  settlement  in  the  wilderness  on  the  frontiers  of  tlie  iirovince  of  Louisiana  for  the  cultivation  of  flax 
wheat,  and  hemp,  upon  no  other  condition  than  that  the  grantees  sliould  occupy  the  lands  within  one  year 
from  the  date  of  the  concession." 

There  was  no  other  condition  precedent  to  be  performed  on  the  part  of  the  Messrs.  Winter  to  vest  in 
them,  and  each  of  them,  fee-simple  titles  to  the  said  lands,  and  to  entitle  them,  and  each  one  of  them,  in 
the  languag(.'  of  the  deed  of  concession,  to  "  his  title  deed  in  fi.irm."  The  commandant  of  the  district  was 
charged  with  the  execution  of  the  necessary  survej-s,  tlie  giving  of  possession  to  the  claimants,  and,  in 
all  respects,  with  the  executii.iu  of  the  designs  of  the  Spanish  government  in  relation  to  the  land  granted 
to  them. 

The  claimants  were  legally,  and  according  td  the  accustomed  forms  of  the  Spanish  government,  put 
into  possession  of  their  respective  tracts  of  land  by  Don  Carlos  do  Villemont,  commandant  of  the  district, 
within  the  time  stipulated  in  the  deed  of  concession,  to  wit :  William  Winter  was  put  into  possession  of 
his  tract  immediately  after  the  date  of  the  concession,  and  Elisha  Winter  and  Gabriel  Winter  were  put 
into  possession  of  their  respective  tracts  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1798.  The  several  tracts  of  land  were 
surveyed  or  designated  in  the  presence  and  by  the  direction  of  the  said  Don  Carlos  de  Villemont,  captain 
commandant,  &.C.,  of  tlie  district  of  Arkansas,  in  the  following  manner,  to  wit:  Elisha  Winter,  the  father, 
designated  the  tract  of  land  allotted  to  him  by  planting  a  large  stone  which  he  took  with  him  from 
Kentucky  for  that  purpose;  the  sons,  William  Winter  and  Gabriel  Winter,  designated  their  respective 
tracts  by  marking  each  a  tree,  (there  being  no  pidjlic  survej'or  in  the  district  at  that  time,)  and  a  plat 
thereof  was  deposited  among  the  records  in  the  archives  of  the  govermnont,  as  appears  from  a  certificate 
of  Charles  Trudeau,  recorder  of  the  city  of  Orleans. 

There  is  evidence  before  the  committee  sufiicient  to  satisfj-  them  beyond  doubt  that  the  condition 
required  liy  the  deed  of  concession  to  be  performed  on  the  part  of  the  claimants,  in  order  to  perfect  their 
title  to  said  tracts  of  lands,  was  not  only  performed  by  them  in  good  faith  to  the  government  within  the 
time  stipulated,  but  the  evidence  is  sufficient  to  satisfy  them  that  the  object  and  expectations  which  the 
goyernnient  had  in  view  in  making  the  grants  were  realized  to  the  fullest  extent. 

In  consideration  of  the  good  information  given  to  the  Spanish  governor  of  the  excellent  deportment 
and  good  principles  of  the  claimants,  who  were  well  known  to  the  Spanish  authorities,  the  15aron  de 
Carondelet  was  induced,  according  to  the  statements  contained  in  the  deed  of  concession,  for  the  objects 
and  purposes  therein  mentioned,  to  make  the  grant  to  the  claimants.  Another  and  primary  object  of  the 
government  in  making  the  grant,  as  expressed  in  the  deed  of  concession,  was  to  promote  the  population  of 
the  country,  and  form  a  settlement  at  the  post  of  Arkansas  for  the  purposes  of  agriculture  and  the 
improvement  of  the  countrj'.  There  is  before  the  committee  evidence  taken  before  the  board  of  commis- 
sioners for  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  proving  to  them  satisfactorily  that  Elisha  W^inter  settled  on  the 
tract  of  land  granted  t(j  him  in  March,  1798,  and  cultivated  during  that  year  several  acres  of  the  land 
granted  to  him;  that  W^illiain  "Winter  settled  on  the  tract  of  land  granted  to  him  in  June  or  July,  1797, 
and  cultivated  a  part  thereof  during  the  following  year;  that  the  said  Elisha  and  William  took  with  them 
slaves,  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  provisions,  farming  utensils,  household  and  kitchen  furniture,  and  a  variety 
of  other  articles  necessary  for  making  a  large  farming  establishment;  that  the  said  Elisha  and  William 
made  improvements  to  a  considerable  extent,  built  dwellings  and  outhouses.  William  W^inter  continued 
to  reside  with  his  iamily  on  and  cultivate  his  tract  of  land,  from  the  time  of  settlement  to  the  year  1806, 
about  which  time  lie  left  that  part  of  the  country,  but  left  a  tenant,  his  brother-in-law,  on  the  premises. 

Elisha  Winter,  it  seems,  built  a  dwelling-honse,  and  resided  with  his  family  on  the  tract  of  land  granted 
to  William  until  the  year  1806;  but  lie  had  a  farmer,  by  the  name  of  Joseph  ilason,  on  the  tract  of  land 
granted  to  him  from  the  spring  of  the  year  1798 — the  time  when  the  possession,  as  before  mentioned,  was 
delivered — who,  by  the  express  permission  of  Don  Carlos  de  Villemont,  commandant  of  the  district,  continued 
to  reside  on  and  cultivate  the  same  until  the  year  1808,  as  such  farmer,  for  the  said  Elisha,  and  under  his 
control. 

Gabriel  Winter,  it  seems,  was  at  the  time  a  minor,  under  the  guardianship  and  protection  of  his  father, 
Elisha,  with  whom  he  resided,  and  consequently  there  is  no  evidence  of  his  having  occupied  the  tract 
granted  to  him. 

It  seems  that  Elisha  Winter,  about  the  year  1791  or  179-2,  at  the  solicitation  and  by  the  permission  of 
the  Spanish  authorities,  erected  an  expensive  rope-walk  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  on  a  lot  of  ground 
granted  to  hinr  by  the  Spanish  government.  The  rope-walk  which  Winter  established  was  subsecpiently 
destroyed  liy  fire. 

Although  it  is  not  stated  in  the  grant,  it  is  in  the  evidence  before  the  committee,  that  an  additional 
object  which  the  government  had  in  making  so  larg-e  grants  was,  in  some  degree,  to  indemnif}'  him  for 
the  loss  he  had  sustained  in  the  destruction  of  his  rope-walk.  It  is  also  in  evidence  that  Mr.  AVinter  was 
a  great  favorite  with  the  Spainsh  officers,  and  occupied  a  high  station  in  the  confidence  of  the  g-overnment. 
From  a  thorough  examination  of  all  the  facts  which  have  presented  themselves  to  the  committee  in  the 
investigation  of  this  case,  as  well  as  au  attentive  examination  of  the  legal  cjuestions  which  necessarily 
arise  as  to  the  right  of  the  claimants  to  the  lands  g-ranted  to  them  by  the  government  of  Spain,  they  are 
conqielled  to  admit,  that  if  the  governor  general  was  clothed  with  power  and  authority  to  make  the 
grants,  the  act  of  signing,  scaling,  and  delivering  of  the  deed  of  concession  to  the  claimants  by  the  Baron 
de  Carondelet;  the  act  of  formally  putting  the  claimants  in  possession  of  their  respective  tracts  by  Don 
Carlos  de  Villemont,  commandant  of  the  district;  the  execution  of  the  survey's,  and  the  return  thereof  to 
the  proper  officer  by  the  commandant  aforesaid,  who  was  specially  charged  with  the   execution  of  all  the 
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iirci'ssary  rocinisitinns  uiul  fDnimlities  roquiroil  in  surli  cmscs  liy  lln'  laws,  iisa^'cs,  ami  cnsldiiis  nf  tlu' 
Spanish  li'ovcrnnii'nt ;  tlic  ininiciliatc  report  of  his  pnnrcilinns  [<i  th<"  ;j,nv<'rri(ir  gTncral,  ami  I  he  men  pa  I  inn. 
st'ttk'rni'nt,  ami  cnltivalion  nt'  the  {;Tants  by  Ihc  claiinanls  wilhin  Ihc  tinii'  slipuiali'il  in  Ihi'  dccil  nl' 
I'dMCOSsicm,  vcstfil  in  Elisha  Winter  ami  William  Winter  a  /khhi  lid,'  iit;li(  ami  fee  simple  lilies  Id  the 
resp<'eti\"e  tracts  ol'  land  ,^'ranteil  to  tliem  as  aliii-esaiij,  and  miw  elaiim'd  liy  \-irlne  of  sneh  ,^ranl.  The 
only  (piestion  that  arises  in  the  easc^  whieh,  in  the  npinion  u['  the  edmmitlee,  admits  el' e\-en  an  arj;'nnienl 
is,  whether  the  f;'(ivernor  general  was  authnri/.i-d  to  make  the  ji'rants.  On  this  sniijeel  tiie  eonnnilli'e  are 
unalile  to  lind  any  express  laws  ol'  tlu'  Spanish  ^'ovei'nment,  royal  oideis,  decrees,  or  otliei-  wiillen  rcL^n- 
lations,  by  which  the  authority  and  powei's  of  the  ^overmjr  i;<'neial  of  Louisiana  and  West  Florida  are 
delined  or  restricted  in  relation  to  the  uaaiilinL;'  of  lands  in  that  pari  ol'  the  province  wilhin  the  district 
of  Arkansas.  They  are  therei'oi-e  (•(impelled  to  lely  lor  iid'ormation  on  the  well  known  and  eslahlished 
customs  and  usajjes  of  the  Spanish  :.;'overnUK'nt —  the  source  I'luni  whence  the  several  hoards  of  counnission- 
ers  cstalilished  by  acts  of  Conj^-res.s  for  ascertain  ini;-  claims  and  lilies  to  lands  lia\-e  been  compelled  to  derive 
their  informatimi.  There  is  before  the  connnillee  the  e\'iilenci'  of  persons  who  had  been  for  many  years 
otlicers  under  the  Spanish  ^'overnment  in  the  province  of  ijouisiami,  and  who  wcie  necessarily  well 
acquainted  with  the  rules,  re;_^-ulal  ions,  customs,  and  usa.!j,'es  of  that  ,L;'overnmenl ,  and  the  powers  vested 
in  the  tvoveruors  of  the  provinces  of  his  t'hrisiian  Jhijesty  on  the  coutinenl  of  .\nieiica  for  making'  };'rants 
of  uncultivated  lands  in  the  respective  |Uo\iuces  under  theii'  connuaml.  from  the  testimony  adduced, 
thci'c  is  not,  in  t  hi'  opinion  of  the  committee,  any  .^'riuiml  on  which  to  rest  a  doubt  nl'  the  power  and  authority 
vesteil  in  the  L;'overnor  .n'eneral  of  Ijouisiana  to  make  to  (uie  individual  a  g-rant  of  la  ml  of  1,01)0  arpents  S(piare. 
It  is  true  that  it  was  unusual  for  the  .n'overuor  i;'eiieral  to  make  so  larj^'c  ij,'rants  as  the  concessions  to  the 
Jlessrs.  U'inter,  but  it  was  at  that  tinie  the  policy  of  the  Spanish  g-overnmenl  to  encourag'c  emi.n'ration  to 
the  frontiers;  and,  in  the  lanyaiag-e  of  one  of  the  witnes.scs,  "its  generosity  and  benevolence  surpassed  the 
usual  method  established  in  othi'r  possessions  of  the  Spanish  government.''  It  will  also  be  recollecled  that 
the  land  in  the  district  of  Arkansas  at  that  time,  bein.g-  situated  in  a  remote  and  wilderness  part  of  tho 
country  cui  the  frontiers  of  the  |irovince,  was  estimated  at  little  value.  "  In  fact,"  says  one  of  the  wit- 
nesses, "'lands  were  held  at  so  little  value,  that  they  were  scarcely  thought  W(nili  accepting- of  on  paying- 
the  fees  of  the  commandant  f(U'  vvritin.g  the  concession  or  rcipiit."  As  to  the  customs  and  usag-es  of  the 
S|ianish  government  (ui  this  subject,  the  committee  beg  leav(?  to  refer  to  the  rejiort  (Clark's  Land  Laws, 
1039;  1  kob.  Am.,  124:  i  Itob.  Am,  13(j,  139,  140)  of  the  register  and  recidver  of  the  laud  district  south 
of  Red  river,  in  L()uisiana,  m.d  in  the  same  province,  l.)ut  the  powers  vested  in  the  governor  to  make  graut.s 
of  land  are  presumed  to  be  the  same. 

From  the  earliest  period  of  the  history  of  Spanish  jurisprudence  with  respect  to  the  possessions  of 
Spain  on  the  western  Continent,  it  is  a  well  kuowni  and  established  fact  that  the  absolute  title  to  all  of  the 
iiewly-disco\-ered  regions  of  country  by  that  g'overnment  vested  in  the  crowni.  The  title  to  that  extensive 
tract  of  country  which  composed  the  viceroyaltics  of  New  Spain,  Peru,  and  Santa  Fe  dc  Bogota,  was  main- 
tained by  the  crown  of  Spain,  under  the  authority  of  the  bull  of  Pope  Alexander  the  Sixth.  Tho  viceroy.s 
were  clothed  with  supreme  power  and  authority-,  and  exercised  all  tho  royal  prerogatives  of  their  King. 
They  had  the  appointment  of  all  of  the  sub-governors  and  audiencies,  wdio  wore  subject  to  their  unlimited 
Control.  Ill  1511  the  royal  council  of  the  Indies  was  established  by  a  decree  of  Ferdinand,  and  in  1524 
made  more  perfect  and  continued  by  Charles  the  Fifth.  The  council  was  vested  with  alisolute  power  in 
relation  to  the  local  laws,  ordinances,  and  government  of  the  colonies.  Up  to  this  period  of  the  history 
of  Spanish  America,  and  for  many  years  thereafter,  lands  were  considered  of  no  intrinsic  value,  and  the 
title  to  the  same  was  not  an  object  of  any  considerable  importance  with  the  government.  The  policy 
of  the  government  seemed  to  bo  to  acquire  population  and  encourage  the  settlement  of  the  country. 
The  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  Spanish  government  prior  to  the  year  1735,  as  relates  to  the  organization 
of  the  tribunals,  the  powers  of  the  different  officers  of  g'overnniont,  and  the  grants  of  public  lands,  are 
to  be  found  in  the  "  Kocopilacion  de  las  leyes  de  las  reynos  de  las  Indies,"  from  which  the  committee  beg 
leave   to  make  some  extracts. 

Lib.  iv,  tit.  2,  law  1,  vol  2,  pi.  39. — "In  onler  to  jn'omote  the  zeal  of  our  subjects  in  the  discovery 
and  settlement  of  the  Indies,  and  tliat  they  may  livi3  in  tho  ease  and  comfort  which  we  desire  them  to 
enjoy,  it  is  our  ^vill  that  there  be  distributed  among  them  lands  which  shall  be  designated  to  them  by  the 
g'overnor." 

Lib.  iii,  tit.  3,  law  2,  vol.  1,  p.  543 — After  enumerating  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  viceroys  of  Peru 
and  New  Spain,  and  conferring  on  them  unlimited  authority,  provides  that  "  In  all  cases,  things,  and 
aft'airs  that  shall  come  before  them,  they  shall  do  all  that  to  them  may  appear  fit  and  necessary,  and  pro- 
vide and  order  all  that  wo  could  do  and  provide,  of  wdiatever  sort  or  nature  it  may  be,  within  the  provinces 
under  their  charge,  if  such  provinces  were  governed  by  ourselves  in  person,  in  all  matters  that  are  not 
expressly  prohibited  by  law."  Again,  in  the  same  book  and  title,  law  5th:  "  It  is  our  will,  and  we  com- 
mand, that  the  viceroys  of  Peru  and  New  Spain  be  governors  of  the  provinces  under  their  authoritj',  and 
that  they  rule  and  govern  the  same  in  our  name;  that  they  g-rant  such  rewards,  favors,  and  compensation 
as  to  them  may  seem  tit;  and  that  they  fill  the  offices  of  government  and  justice  established  by  custom, 
and  not  prohibited  by  our  laws  and  orders;  and  all  our  subordinate  audiencies,  judges,  and  justices,  and 
all  our  subjects  and  vassals,  shall  consider  and  obey  them  as  governors,  and  shall  allow  them  freely  to  enjoy 
and  exercise  such  offices,  giving  and  granting  them  all  the  aid  and  assistance  wliich  they  may  ask  and  want." 
On  tile  24th  November,  1735,  the  King  of  Spain  issued  a  royal  decree  revoking  the  powers  vested  in  the  vice- 
roy's, and  reserving  to  his  roj'al  person  the  rightof  com])letiiig  and  confirming  the  titles  to  lands  granted  and 
g'iven  by  the  provincial  officers  in  his  transatlantic  dominions.  In  1754  Ferdinand  VI,  by  a  royal  ordinance 
given  at  San  Lorozo  el  Real,  i<\x  the  purpose  of  relieving  his  subjects  from  the  trouble,  expense,  and 
necessity  of  making  application  to  his  court  for  the  confirmation  of  their  titles;  for  the  purpose  of  promot- 
ing commerce,  agriculture,  and  the  raising  of  cattle,  by  furnishing  greater  facilities  in  the  acquisition  of 
the  titles  to  land;  and,  among  other  things,  for  the  purpose  of  augmenting  the  royal  treasury  by  the  sales 
of  lands,  granted  to  the  viceroys  and  presidents  of  the  royal  audiencies  the  exclusive  right  and  privilege 
of  makin.g  grants  to  lands;  which  power  had  been,  by  the  decree  of  1735,  taken  from  them  and  vested 
alone  in  the  King-.  This  ordinance,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commissioners  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles 
to  lands  within  the  district  of  West  Florida,  as  contained  in  their  report  of  November  12,  1824,  (Clark's 
Land  Laws,  page  1046,)  seems  to  form  the  basis  of  all  regulations  on  the  subject  of  lands  belonging  to 
the  crown  of  Spain  on  the  continent  of  America.  There  is  nothing  in  this  ordinance  restricting'  the  vice- 
roys or  governors  iu  makin.g  grants  of  land  to  specific  quantities,  but  all  of  the  power  and  authority  which 
was  vested  in  the  crown  of  Spain  was,  by  this  decree,  given  to  the  g'overuor.s.     After  the  Spanish  go vern- 
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mciit  took  possession  of  Loiiisiuna,  about  tlic  year  1169,  in  confortnity  with  the  stipnhitions  of  the  secret 
treaty  of  1703,  liy  which  all  of  the  possessions  of  France  in  Nortli  America  were  ceded  to  Spain,  the  first 
rules  (!Stablislied  by  the  f!;ovenitnent  for  the  g-ranting  of  lands  in  the  province  of  Louisiana,  previous  to 
the  date  of  the  deed  of  concession  t(j  the  Messrs.  Winter,  were  the  regulations  of  Don  Alexandro  O'Reilly, 
g-overnor  and  captain  general  of  Louisiana,  made  at  New  Orleans  on  the  18th  of  Februarj',  1770,  and 
approved  by  an  oflicial  despatch  of  the  King  given  at  Ildefonso  on  the  24th  of  August  iu  the  same  year. 
On  a  reference  to  the  royal  despatch,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  governor  and  his  successors  "  luive  the  sole 
power  of  distributing  the  royal  lands,"  and  "  that  henceforth  the  governor  alone  be  authcjrized  bj' his 
Majesty  to  make  such  grants."  It  is  true  that  the  regulations  of  O'Reilly  restricted  the  grants  to  each 
Bewly-arrived  family,  who  chose  to  settle  on  the  borders  of  the  Mississippi  river,  "  to  si.\  or  eight  arpents 
in  front  by  forty  arpents  in  deptli;"  but  these  regulations  had  reference  to  lands  on  the  Mississippi  river, 
within  the  districts  of  O|iclousas,  Attakapas,  and  Natchittiches,  where  there  was  a  dense  population,  whose 
safety,  tranquillitj',  and  happiness,  in  the  opinion  of  the  government,  required  new  regulations  in  relation 
to  the  extent  of  the  grants  of  lands  tliereafter  to  be  made,  us  well  as  in  relation  to  the  local  laws  for  the 
government  of  the  iiiliabitauts,  and  did  not  refer  to  the  frontiers  of  the  province  at  the  post  of  Arkansas, 
where  there  were  no  settlements.  The  reasons  which  induced  the  government  to  adopt  the  twelve  articles 
contained  in  the  regulations  of  O'Reilly  for  tlie  government  of  those  three  districts  did  not  exist  in  the 
district  of  Arkansas.  But  the  committee  deem  it  unnecessary  to  enter  into  an  argument  to  establish  the 
position  assumed,  that  these  regulations  were  confined  to  the  districts  where  the  lands  were  valuable  and 
the  country  numerously  inhabited,  and  did  not  apply  to  an  unsettled  part  of  the  province,  where  the  lands 
were  considered  of  little  or  no  value;  but  for  the  truth  of  the  position,  refer  to  the  strict  letter  and 
language  of  the  regulations  themselves.  By  the-  8th  article  it  is  stipulated  that  "no  grant  in  the 
Opelousas,  Attakapas,  and  Natchitoches  shall  exceed  one  league  in  front  by  one  league  iu  depth,"  thereby 
aujiiitting  that  grants  in  Arkansas  may  exceed  that  quantity.  By  the  9th  article  certain  requisitions 
were  necessary  to  obtain  grants  of  a  particular  extent  in  the  Opelousas,  Attaka|jas,  and  Natchitoches,  in 
consequence  of  the  great  demand  for  the  land  and  its  value  in  those  districts,  wliicli  evidently  were  not 
necessary  to  obtain  grants  in  a  section  of  thi^  province  where  there  were  no  settlements  and  no  demand 
for  the  land.  On  reference  to  the  regulations  and  despatch,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  committee  have  taken 
a  correct  view  of  the  subject.  The  next  rules  and  regulations,  establislied  by  the  government  for  the 
allotment  of  lands  in  Louisiana,  are  the  instructions  of  Governor  Don  (iayoso  de  Lenios,  given  at  New 
Orleans  on  tlie  9th  of  September,  1797,  subsequent  to  the  date  of  the  deed  of  concession  made  to 
the  claimants,  and  consequently  cannot  affect  this  claim.  The  connnittee  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  general 
regulations  and  instructions  of  Don  John  Bonaventure  Morales,  intendant,  &c.,  for  conceding  lands,  dated 
at  New  Orleans,  July  17,  1799,  made  in  conformity  with  the  royal  order  addressed  to  him,  and  given  at 
San  Lorenzo  on  the  22d  of  October,  1798,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  contain  some  provis- 
ions having  an  important  bearing  on  th(i  case  now  under  investigation,  although  it  bears  date  near  two 
years  posterior  to  the  concession  to  the  Messrs.  Winter.  In  the  preamble  to  the  thirty-eight  articles 
contained  in  these  regulations,  the  previous  regulations  are  referred  to,  the  evils  existing  under  them 
are  pointed  out,  and  the  remedy  is  provided  for  in  the  subsei[uent  articles.  One  of  the  objects,  as  stated 
in  the  preamble,  is,  "  that  those  who  are  in  possession,  without  the  necessary  titles,  may  know  the  steps 
they  ought  to  take  to  come  to  an  adjustment.'' 

Article  nine  renounces  the  right  of  the  King  to  all  lands  previously  conceded.  In  the  19th  article  it  is 
stipulated  that  "  all  those  who  possess  lands,  in  virtue  of  fornuil  titles  given  by  their  excellencies  the 
governors  of  this  province  since  the  epoch  when  it  became  under  the  power  of  the  Spanish,  and  those  who 
possessed  them  in  the  time  when  it  belonged  to  France,  so  far  from  being  interrupted,  shall,  on  the  con- 
trary, be  prote<;ted  and  maintained  in  their  possessions."  Tiiis  article  is,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a 
confirmation  of  Winter's  clainj;  the  deed  of  concession  is  evidentl}'  a  formal  title.  There  was  no  condition 
precedent  to  be  performed  on  the  part  of  the  claimants;  tlie  moment  they  received  the  deed  of  concession 
and  were  put  into  possession,  they  ac(iuired  a  title  to  the  land.  TIjo  government  stipulated  a  condition 
to  be  performed,  whicli  was  to  deliver  a  more  formal  deed,  or,  in  the  language  of  the  c(nicession,  "there 
shall  be  delivered  to  each  one  his  title  deed,  in  form,  as  soon  as  they  shall  have  settled  themselves  on  their 
respective  surveys."  Each  claimant,  as  soon  as  he  settled  himself  on  his  respective  survey,  had  a  right  to 
demand  and  receive  a  separate  title  deed  for  the  particular  tract  of  land  conceded  to  him.  The  grant  could 
not  be  considered,  under  any  circumstances,  as  void,  ab  initio,  but  only  voidable,  by  way  of  proviso,  in 
case  the  lands  were  not  occupied  within  one  year.  It  did  not  require  a  separate  title  deed,  in  form,  to 
vest  in  the  Messrs.  Winter  fee  simple  titles  to  the  lands.  By  the  20th  article,  "  all  those  who,  without 
title  or  possession  mentioned  in  the  preceding  article,  are  found  occupying  lands,  shall  be  driven  there- 
from, as  from  property  belonging  to  the  crown."  It  may  be  asked  why  the  Messrs.  Winters  were  not 
driven  from  the  laud,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this  article  ?  The  answer  is  obvious  :  because 
they  were  not  occupying  the  lands,  without  either  "  title  or  possession,"  but  had  both  formal  titles  and 
possession;  had  possessed  the  lands  for  more  than  one  year  anterior,  and  continued  to  possess  and  occupy 
them  until  the  cession  of  the  country  to  the  United  States,  and  for  many  years  thereafter.  The  foregoing- 
extracts  show  clearly  that  the  policy  of  Spain,  from  its  early  history,  was  to  make  grants  of  land  to 
meritorious  and  worthy  persons,  at  the  discretion  of  the  governors  of  provinces,  and  that  the  powers  of 
the  governors  were  not  limited  in  the  extent  of  the  grants,  but  that  they  were  authorized  to  make  grants 
and  concessions  to  any  extent,  and  to  do  all  other  matters  and  things  that  were  "  not  expressly  prohibited 
hy  law."  In  the  absence,  then,  of  any  express  provisions,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  grant  of  one 
thousand  arpents  square  was  within  the  pale  of  their  authority.  It  is  also  clearly  establislied  beyond 
contradiction  that  the  concession  was  made  in  conformity  with  the  settled  and  estaldished  customs  and 
usages  of  the  Spanish  nation.  The  institutes  of  the  civil  laws  of  Spain  (Lib.  4,  tit.  2,  part  1,  and  lib.  5, 
tit.  2,  part  1,)  established  this  principle,  that  "custom  is  the  law  or  rule  whicli  is  not  written;  that  it 
receives  its  authority  from  the  express  or  tacit  consent  of  the  King;  that  once  introduced,  it  has  the  force 
of  a  law."  It  was  decided  in  the  case  of  Fernando  M.  Arredondo,  before  cited,  that  a  court  of  justice  has 
no  judicial  right  to  disregard  the  settled  usages  of  a  nation,  or  to  overturn  a  fundamental  principle  ou 
which  the  property  of  its  citizens  rests. — (8  Wheat.,  591.)  The  same  principle  is  applicable  to  the  legis- 
lative department  of  the  government,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  rights  of  ]M-ivate  individuals  wIkj  hold  under 
these  usages.  It  would  seem  that  the  committee  might  with  propriety  rest  the  case  of  the  petitioners 
here,  under  the  confident  expectation  that  they  would  have  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  that  speedy  relief 
which  the  justice  of  their  case  demands;  but,  in  consequence  of  the  denial  of  the  power  of  the  Spanish 
governors  to  make  grants  of  the  extent  of  those  made  to  the  Messrs.  Wititer,  and  other  technical  objec- 
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tioris  raised  l)y  sonio  ot"  tlic  niriiilxM's  df  tin'  rMminitti'i',  (liis  |-c]iiii't  lias  Ikm'ii  i'xIcihI'mI  tn  :i  niiicli  ijaciilcr 
IciiiTlh  than  was  (>rij;-iiiall_v  iiitciidcil.  :iii(l  the  cuDiiniltcc  Ii-l;-  lca\i'  U<  \:\kr  aiiithri-  \  irw  .il'  tlii'  snl.jrcl. 
wliicli  iiiiist  satisfy  cvcrv  iiiiiircjiiiliccil  iniiid  llial    llic  |ii;iyci-  nl'  llii>  |.i|  iii..|icis  cuijlil  In  he  uiniid'^l. 

By  a  I'ef'ereiu'c  1u  tin-  rnval  cirdcr  (if  ll.iii  ('ail'is,  uixi'ii  al  liainli  ina  lUi  the  l.'iili  nf  (IrinlMT.  made  in 
I'liid'nriiiit  V  witli  the  treaty  "I  San  lldrfoiisii,  ;ind  tin-  |M-.irliiiii  il  i.oi  lA'  I'mi  Maiiih'l  S  ilcnlo  and  l>iai 
Sebastian  Cahii,  rcmnnissioiicrs  nf  his  Catlidlic  Majesty  Inr  llic  di'li\cry  nf  I  .i  inisi:iiia  to  tlu^  I'rciicli  rc- 
pnblic,  dated  IStli  ol'  May.  I8(K>,  it  will  be  seen  thai  his  ('atli.'lie.  .Majesty,  ain.mi;-  nlhrr  thin.ns,  sti|inlalcd 
"  that  the  inhabitants  shall  lie  inaintainrd  and  iirnteelrd  in  the  iieaeelnl  iMisses>;..n  nl'  their  |irii|ieity ;  that 
all  S'rants  and  iUM]ierty.  of  whatever  deseription.  derived  iVom  the  l:o\(  inois  (.f  these  |iid\  iiiees,  shall  be 
eonlirnie<l  to  theni,  althoUL;h  not  eoiilirnii'd  by  bis  Maiesty."  If.  thee,  it  is  |iro\cii  sat  istaelorily.  as  the 
c'diiinnttee  eonfend  it  is,  that  the  Li'overiior  of  l.oiiisiaiia  and  West  I'lorida  did.  in  the  ye.ir  17'.i7,  iiiani  to 
Elislia  Winter  and  William  Winter  the  traets  of  land  elainieil  by  them,  by  a  i\i-ri\  ol  eoiieession  e.xernli'd 
with  all  (if  the  forinalities  and  solemnities  rei|niied  by  ihe  Spanish  u'ovei  niiieiit,  and  thai  the  said  I'disha 
and  William  iierfornled  all  of  the  eonditions  reipiired  of  them  by  the  deed  to  be  perfoinied.  it  follows,  as 
a  necessary  consei|uenee,  areordin^'  to  the  stipnlalions  eontained  in  the  treaty  of  San  Ihlefonso  between 
France  and  S]iain,  tlu'  royal  order  of  lion  Carlos,  and  the  proelamal  ion  of  the  eonimissioneis,  that  they 
were  entitled  to  a  eontirniation  of  their  ^-ranls,  "allhone-h  not  eoiilii med  by  his  .Ma  ji'sty"  picvions  to  the 
treaty  and  il<di\ery  of  the  eoimtry  to  Franee. 

It  may  here  be  impiired.  wliat  iiidiieed  the  .Spanish  Li'overnmenl  to  provide,  in  the  treaty  of  ."^aii  Ihle- 
fonso, for  the  eontirniation  of  all  g'rants,  althonyh  not  eonlirnied  by  his  Majesty  '  Was  it  to  eonlii  in  grants 
already  perfeeted.  or  those  only  that  were  ineboate ':* 

There  was  no  necessit,v  for  a  eonlirmation  of  the  I'ormer.  d'hi'  Fi-eiieh  repnlilie  was  bound  to  pro- 
tect the  inhabitants  in  the  peacel'iil  jiossessioii  i^i'  their  property,  to  which  they  had  already  obtained  a 
leg\d  title,  without  any  confirmation.  That  clause  of  the  treaty  mnst  have  meant,  ami,  if  it  is  con- 
strned  accordiii.i;'  to  the  letter,  docs  mean,  g-rants  of  land,  of  "  vJuttfver  description,  derived  from  the 
governors."  No  one,  however  pre,judiced  In.'  may  be  a,a-air,st  the  claim,  can  have  the  hardihood  to  say 
that  the  concession  to  the  claimants  was  not  a  .n'rant  derived  from  the  governor  of  the  province.  If, 
then,  the  aLi'cnts  or  ministers  of  the  u'overnments  of  the  two  contracting-  parties  were  empowered  to 
make  tlic  treaty,  and  that  treaty  was  afterwards  ratified,  the  grant  to  the  Messrs.  Winti'r  was,  liy 
the  ratification  of  the  same,  confirmed  to  them,  although  not  previously  confirmed  by  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment. The  govta-nmi'iit  of  the  I'nited  States,  when  she  acquired  iiosscssion,  was  bound,  not  only 
by  every  tie  of  honor  and  moral  obligation,  by  the  laws  of  (Tod  and  of  nations,  to  respect  the  rights  of 
private  individuals,  but  .slie  was  bound  by  compact,  by  a  solemn  treaty  made  and  entered  into  lietween 
the  ministers  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  and  tlie  French  republic,  at  Paris,  on  the  oOtli  of  April, 
1803,  to  res[iect  the  rights  of  individuals,  and  protect  the  citizens  (if  the  ceded  territory  in  the  free  enjoy- 
ment of  their  liberty  and  property. 

Tne  tliird  article  of  the  treaty  stipulates  that  "  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  incor- 
porated in  tlie  union  of  the  United  States,  and  admitted  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of 
the  federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  ri.glits,  advantages,  and  immunities  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  and,  in  the  meantime,  they  shall  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoj'inent  of 
their  liberty,  property,  and  the  reli,gion  which  they  profess." 

Laying  the  treaty  aside,  and  admitting-  that  no  clause  IkkI  been  inserted  in  the  same  guaranteeing 
and  securing  to  the  inhaliitants  of  the  ceded  territoiy  the  rights  cif  private  propertj',  they  would  have 
been  secured  by  the  laws  of  nations.  It  is  univer.sally  admitted  that,  by  the  settled  and  well  understood 
principles  of  international  law,  the  lands  of  individuals  are  secured  to  them  when  a  change  i.if  govern- 
ment in  a  particular  section  of  country  takes  place  by  conquest,  during  the  existence  of  a  war  between 
two  nations. — (Vattel,  452.)  It  is  difticult,  then,  to  understand  by  what  principle  au  amicable  cession  or 
transfer  can  destroy  private  rights.  The  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  respect  and  pro- 
tect the  rights  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  their  property,  inde- 
pendent of  the  treaty,  cannot  be  denied.  An  examination  into  the  laws  of  nations,  as  relates  to  the 
rights  of  the  proprietors  of  lands  in  Louisiana,  is  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  called  for  in  this 
particular  case,  where  there  is  an  express  treaty  stipulation  protecting  the  inhabitants  in  the  enjoyment 
of  their  property.  The  government  of  the  L'nited  States  had  other  and  more  laudable  objects  in  view  in 
acquiring  that  countiy  than  the  sordid  desire  of  becoming  the  landlord  of  the  soil,  at  the  expense  of 
disturbing  the  citizens  in  the  peaceful  and  quiet  possession  of  their  homes.  In  conformity  with  the  3d 
article  of  the  treaty.  Congress,  by  an  act  passed  March  2,  1805,  (Land  Laws,  518,)  provided  that  "any 
person  or  persons,  and  the  legal  representatives  of  any  person  or  persons,  who,  on  the  1st  of  October,  in 
the  year  1800,  were  resident  within  the  territories  ceded  by  the  French  republic  to  the  United  States,  by 
the  treaty  of  30th  of  April,  1803,  and  who  had,  prior  to  the  said  1st  day  of  October,  1800,  obtained  from 
the  French  or  Spanish  governments,  respectively,  during'  the  time  either  of  said  governments  liad  the 
actual  possession  of  said  territories,  any  duly  registered  warrant,  or  order  of  survey,  for  lands  lying 
■within  the  said  territories,  to  which  the  Indian  title  had  been  extinguished,  and  which  were,  on  that  day, 
actuallj-  inhabited  and  cultivated  bv-  such  person  or  persons,  or  for  his  or  their  use,  shall  be  confirmed  in 
their  claims  to  such  lands,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  their  titles  had  been  completed  :  Provided,  hoivever, 
That  no  such  incomplete  title  shall  be  confirmed,  unless  the  person  in  whose  name  such  warrant  or  order 
of  survey  had  been  granted,  was,  at  the  time  of  its  date,  either  the  head  of  a  family,  or  above  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  (Land  Laws,  548,)  nor  unless  the  conditions  and  terms,  on  which  the  completion  (jf  the 
g-rant  depends,  shall  have  been  fulfilled." 

The  claimants,  as  has  already  been  proven,  both  resided  on  the  lands  granted  to  them  on  the  1st  of 
October,  1800,  within  the  ceded  territory;  tin.'  deed  of  concession,  which  contained  in  itself  an  order  of 
survej',  was  obtained  fmni  the  governor  general,  while  Spain  had  actual  possession,  and  was  duly  re.gis- 
tered  ;  the  Indian  title  had  been  extinguished  ;  the  coiiditii.m  and  terms  of  the  grant  had  lieen  fulfilled. 
Here  is  another  pledge,  on  the  part  of  the  government,  to  confirm  their  titles.  By  the  same  act  it  is 
further  provided,  "  that  to  every  person,  or  to  the  legal  representative  or  representatives  of  every  person, 
who,  being  either  the  head  of  a  family,  or  twentj'-one  years  of  age,  had,  prior  to  the  20tli  day  of  December, 
1803,  with  the  permission  of  the  pmiier  Spanish  oiiicer,  and  in  conformity  with  the  laws,  usages,  and 
customs  of  the  Spanish  government,  made  an  actual  settlement  on  a  tract  of  land  within  the  said  terri- 
tories, not  claimed  by  virtue  of  the  precedin.g  section,  (jr  of  any  Spanish  or  French  grant  made  and 
completed  before  the  1st  day  of  October,  1800,  and  during  the  time  the  government  wdiich  made  such 
grant  had  the  actual  possession  (if  the  said  territories,  and  who  did,  on  the  said  20th  day  of  December, 
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1803,  actually  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  .said  tract  of  land,  the  tract  of  hiijd  thu.s  inhabited  and  cultivated 
shall  be  g-ianted." 

The  claimants  come  within  the  provisions  of  lioth  of  tliese  clauses,  Tiie  lioard  of  cnmmissioners  was 
vested  with  ample  power  to  ascertain  the  rights  (jf  ijersons  claiming  under  any  French  or  iSpanisii  grant, 
and  to  hear  and  decide,  in  a  summary  way  all  matters  respecting  the  claims  of  the  citizens  to  hinds  in 
the  ceded  territory;  or,  in  other  words,  it  was  vested  with  ample  power  and  authority  to  redeem  the 
pledge  which  the  government  had  made  by  the  treaty  with  the  French  republic  in  relation  to  the  rights 
of  tile  citizens;  but  it  was  furtiier  enacted,  by  way  of  proviso,  "that  not  more  than  one  tract  shall  be 
tlnis  granted  to  any  one  person,  and  the  same  sliall  not  contain  more  than  one  mile  sijuare,  togetlier  with 
such  other  and  further  ijuantity  as  heretofore  has  been  allowed  for  the  wife  and  familj'  of  such  actual 
settler,  agreeably  to  the  laws,  usages,  and  custcmis  of  the  Sfianish  govenmif  nt:  Vroi'idid,  also,  That  this 
donation  shall  not  be  made  to  any  person  who  claijiis  any  other  tract  of  land  in  the  said  territory  by  virtue 
of  any  French  or  Spanish  grant." 

In  consequence  of  the  commissioners  being  confined  in  their  jurisdiction  to  one  mile  square,  they 
could  not  take  cognizance  of  the  claim  of  the  Messrs.  Winter.  By  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  April 
21,  1806,  (Land  Laws,  532,)  supplementary  to  the  act  of  1805,  "  every  person  who,  claiming'  a  tract  of 
land  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  1805,  and  who  had  commenced  an  actual  settlement  on  such  tract  prior  to 
the  1st  day  of  October,  ISOO,  and  had  continued  actually  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same  during  the 
term  of  three  years  from  the  time  when  such  actual  settlement  had  .commenced  and  prior  to  the  20th  of 
December,  1803,  shall  lie  considered  as  having-  made  such  settlement  with  the  permission  of  the  proper 
Spanish  officer,  although  it  may  not  be  in  the  power  of  such  person  to  produce  sufficient  evidence  of  such 
permission."  The  only  reason  why  the  claiinants  could  not  avail  themselves  of  the  provisions  of  the 
acts  of  Congress  here  granted  and  referred  to,  is,  as  before  stated,  because  their  claim  exceeded  one 
leagnie  square  the  limits  prescribed  by  Cong-ress  in  the  conlirniation  of  claims.  If  the  claimants  had 
relinquished  a  part  of  their  legal  rights,  and  brcuight  themselves  within  the  arbitrary  rules  prescribed  by 
Congress,  they  would  have  had  no  greater  difticnlty  in  obtaining  a  confirmation  of  one  league  s(piare  than 
other  individuals  claiming  by  virtue  of  grants  from  the  same  source.  It  is  generally  admitted,  and  sanc- 
tioned b_y  numerous  acts  of  Congress,  tluit  the  g-overnors  of  the  Spanish  provinces  had  power  and  authority 
to  make  grants  of  the  extent  before  mentioned,  and  to  that  extent  numerous  confirmations  have  been  made 
by  law.  In  addition  to  what  has  already  been  said  on  the  subject,  there  are  reports  of  Congress  affirming- 
the  existence  of  good  and  valid  grants  over  a  league  square.  What  rig-ht  has  the  United  States  to  re- 
strict the  claimants  to  land,  under  and  by  virtue  of  grants  from  the  Spanish  government,  to  one  league 
s([uare,  and  from  whence  is  tly?  power  derived  ?  It  is  not  in  the  treaty  of  Paris,  by  which  the  United 
States  acquired  the  territory.  It  is  not  in  the  treaty  of  San  Ildefonso,  by  which  France  acquired  the  right 
to  cede  the  same  to  our  government.  It  is  not  to  be  found  in  any  of  the  laws,  ordinances,  or  decrees  of 
tlie  crown  of  Spain  for  the  government  of  the  Indies,  or  any  of  her  transatlantic  provinces.  In  none  of 
those  laws,  ordinances,  or  decrees,  is  there  to  be  found  any  authority  to  the  governors  to  grant  a  league 
square,  and  a  prohibition  against  exceeding-  that  quantity.  The  committee  are,  therefore,  led  to  conclude 
that  the  right  does  not  exist ;  that  the  United  States  have  not  the  right,  under  our  Constitution  and  repub- 
lican form  of  government,  to  do  that  which  the  monarchical  government  (jf  Spain,  in  the  plenitude  of  her 
unrestrained  power,  could  not  have  done — deprive  her  citizens  of  their  rights ;  but  that  she  is  bound  to 
redeem  the  pledge  made  to  the  French  republic  by  protecting-  the  claimants  in  "  the  free  enjoyment  of 
tlieir  property." 

In  the  year  1816  Gabriel  Winter,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  the  heirs  of  Elisha  and  William  Winter, 
petitioned  Congress  for  a  confirmation  of  their  claims.  On  the  30th  of  Septendier,  1817,  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  the  subject  had  been  previously  referred,  reported,  unanimouslj',  a  bill 
in  favor  of  the  confirmation  of  the  claim,  and  used,  as  a  reason  for  making  a  favorable  report,  the 
emphatic  language,  "that  the  heirs  of  Elisha  Winter  and  William  Winter  cannot  be  deprived  of  those 
lands,  belonging  to  their  ancestors,  without  a  violation  of  tiiat  treaty  which  is  declared  bj'  the  Constitution 
to  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land." — (See  No.  201,  page  256.)  At  the  first  session  of  the  16th  Congress 
the  claimants  petitioned  Congress  again  for  a  confirmation  of  their  titles.  The  subject  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  in  the  Senate,  who  reported  favorably  on  the  14th  of  March,  1820. — (See 
No.  315,  page  378.)  The  committee  in  their  report  truly  remarked  that  "the  testimony  is  derived  from 
the  most  respectable  sources;  from  foreign  surveyors;  from  surveyors  general  of  the  United  States,  and 
other  public  officers."  "  Indeed,"  say  the  committee,  "  the  documents  and  testimony  presented,  whether 
in  relation  to  the  authenticitj'  of  the  grant,  their  compliance  by  actual  settlement  with  its  conditions,  or 
in  support  of  their  interpretation  of  the  words  expressive  of  the  quantity  of  land,  have  been  collected 
with  uncommon  diligence  and  care,  assume  a  persuasive  appearance  of  candor  and  good  faith,  are  entitled 
to  the  most  candid  consideration,  and  authorize  a  strong  presumption  in  favor  of  the  claim." 

The  memorialists  represent  tiiat  a  portion  of  the  lands  have  been  surveyed  and  disposed  of  to  other 
individuals  by  the  government,  notwithstanding-  the  claimants  entered  and  filed  their  protest  against  it  in 
the  General  Land  Office.  The  memorialists  ask  Congress  either  to  confirm  their  titles  to  the  lands  con- 
ceded to  their  ancestors,  or  to  pass  a  special  law  authorizing-  them  to  investigate  their  claim  before  a 
judicial  tribunal.  If  Congress  should  decline  deciding-  on  the  merits  of  the  claim,  and  refer  the  adjudica- 
tion thereof  to  a  court  of  justice,  they  represent  that  in  consequence  of  the  lapse  of  time,  the  long  delay 
of  the  government  in  passing-  on  their  claim,  and  the  death  of  many  of  the  witnesses,  they  will  be  unable 
at  this  time  to  adduce  competent  testimony  in  support  of  their  rights.  They,  therefore,  pray  Congress  to 
pass  a  special  act  autliorizing  them  to  give  in  evidence  such  testimony  as  has  been  taken  before  officers 
legally  authorized  to  administer  oaths,  where  the  witnesses  are  dead  or  beyond  the  court's  process. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  nf  Bejjrcsentatives  of  the  United  Slates  of  America  in  Congress  assembled: 

Your  memorialists  represent  to  3'our  honorable  body  that  on  the  29th  of  June,  1797,  the  governor 
general  of  the  jirovinces  of  Louisiana  and  East  Florida,  (then  in  possession  of  the  government  of  Spain,) 
conceded  to  Elisha  Winter  one  thousand  arpents  of  land  si]uarc  ;  to  AVilliam  Winter  and  Gabriel  Winter, 
sons  of  f^lisha  'Winter,  each  five  hundred  arpents  square,  in  the  district  of  Arkansas,  as  by  a  deed  of 
concession  of  that  date  ;  that  Elisha  Winter  resided  in  New  Orleans,  and,  previous  to  that  time,  at  the 
solicitation  of  the  Spanish  government,  had  erected  in  New  Orleans  a.jertain  rope-walk;  that  Elisha 
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AVinlor  ami  sidiis  vcovc  i-oi|iiii-pd,  by  the  terms  of  tlio  eniu'essimi,  as  :i  coiirlition  preei^lent  ti>  I  lie  coinplction 
of  tlii'ir  title  to  llir  laiiil.-i  llius  coneeded,  to  make  settleiiieiit-  upon  their  respect  i\o  tracts  witliiii  ih''  pcrind 
it'  one  year  iVom  the  (hite  of  tiieir  concessions;  that  the  said  Elislia,  Winlci-  and  sons  were  pnt  into  tiie 
lossession  of  their  respective  tracts,  ;i  short  time  al'tci'  tlic  concession  \vas  niailc,  by  the  eonimandanl  of 
he  district  of  Arkansas,  wlio  was  charj;-cd  by  the  L;'o\'ciiinr  j;'eneral  with  Iho  cxi'cnlion  of  the  designs  of 
he  Soanish  irovernmcnt  in  this  respect. 


the  Spanish  g-overnmcnt  in  this  respect. 

Your  memorialists  allcfve  that  tiic  conditions  of  setthanent  ha\i'  1 n  eonipiieil  witii  Ijy  Elislia  Winter 

and  William  Winter,  who  made  an  actual  settli'inent  on  their  rcspcctixc  tracts,  a';'rceably  to  the  tiains  of 
the  concession,  and  continued  to  occupy  and  cultivate  the  lanil  thus  settled,  from  the  tim(,'  of  the  set- 
tlement, anil   lonj;'  time  after  the  country  was  ceded  and   taken  possession  of  by  the  I'niteil  States. 

Your  memorialists  finther  show  that  the  ]U'ovisious  of  the  law  respectinj;'  land  titles  in  that  section 
of  country  have  been  couiplicd  with  liy  Elislia  \\'inter  and  sons,  and  their  title  jiapers  and  other  evidenci'S 
lia\(-  been  taken,  tiled,  and  nn'orded  in  the  Droiier  nllice. 
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lia\(-  been  taken,  tiled,  and  nn'orded  in  the  ])roper  nllice. 
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Iia\(-  been  taken,  Ided,  and  nn'orded  m  the  ])roper  nliicc. 

Your  memorialists  further  represent  that  I  hi'  cnn  cession  to  Klislia  W  inter  and  sons  ( they  be  in;;'  fa\or- 
ites  of  the  ."Spanish  li'i  i\"eninient  i  wei'e.  in  some  me;isure,  t'>  ciimpens;ite  l^lisha,  the  father,  bir  losses  of 
liis  rope-walk,  which  was  destioMil  by  lire:  and  tliey  further  allege  that,  had  the  .^painsh  govermncTit 
retained  the  possession  of  the  country,  the  titles  of  the  .Messrs.  Winter  would  have  been  eoiisunnnated 
by  a  complete  grant. 

And  your  memorialists  insist  that  the  titles  of  Elislia  Winter  .and  William  Winter  are  seiaired  and 
g-uaranteed  under  the  third  article  nf  the  treaty  i>f  l';uis  of  .Vpril  :!ll,  ISli:;.  which  secnres  lo  the  iuhaljit- 
ants  of  Louisiana  the  "free  enioymeut  of  their  liberty. /jcyier/v.  iind  the  leliijion  they  lu'ufess;"  and  we 
appeal  to  your  honorable  body  at  once  to  redeem  the  nation's  pledge. 

Near  a  quarter  of  a  century  has  elapsed  since  the  cession;  petitions  were  laid  before  (/ongress  in  the 
years  1S16,  LSIT,  and  1820.  The  House  of  Representatives  reported  on  the  iietitiim  of  181(>-'1T,  and  the 
Senate  on  that  of  1820:  all  which  reports,  and  the  evidence  laid  before  Congress,  your  memorialists  lieg 
leave  to  refer  to,  and  make  them  a  part  of  this  their  nn'uiorial. 

That  should  your  lu.morable  body  decline  deciding  mi  the  claim  of  your  memorialists,  and  refer  it  to 
a  judicial  determination,  it  cannot  but  be  apparent  that  the  la]ise  of  time,  the  long  delays  of  f'ongrc'ss  in 
respect  to  this  claim,  although  so  often  pressed  on  their  consideration  liy  the  claimants,  that  death  hatli 
taken  many  of  the  witnesses  who  have  testitied;  and  that  the  testininny  taken  cannot  be  read  without  a 
special  act  of  Congress,  making  the  testimony  taken  com]ictent;  ami  if  a  reference  is  made,  justice  re- 
ijiiires  this  to  be  done;  otherwise,  dtdays  of  Congi'ess  have  put  in  jeniianly  rights  which  the  nation  is 
iilede'ed  bv  treaty  to  nrotect. 


pledged  by  treaty  to  pn.itect. 

Your  memorialists  further  state  that  it  is  with  surprise  and  regret  that  they  leain  that  the  I'nilei 
States  has  survej'cd  and  disposed  of  a  jiart  of  the  lands  granted  to  Elislia  \\'inter  and  sons,  in  [layuient  ti 
the  soldiers  of  the  late  war;  and  is  proceeding  to  lay  ofl'and  dispose  of  the  balance  at  public  sales,  not 
withstanding  a  protest  was  entered  and  filed  against  it  in  the  (ieneral  Land  CIHce;  thereby  embarrass 
ing  your  memorialists,  by  nuiltiplj-ing  law-suits,  and  violating  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  I'aris  niaih. 
for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ijouisiana. 

And  your  memorialists  humbly  submit   to  the  consirleration   of  your  honorable   body  the  justice  of 
their  claim,  and  the  reasonableness  of  their  demand  for  rights  too  long  withheld. 

Your  memorialists  annex  hereto  the  list  of  claimants  who  hold  title  under  Elislia  Winter  and  sons. 

Your  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  e\er  pray. 


Note — For  other  papers  see  No.  '201,  page  250,  vol.  3. 


SAMUEL  DAVIS. 
JAMES  PILMORE, 

For  the  heirs  of  ll.  1).  Elliott. 
IRA  R.  LE\V]S, 

For  the  heirs  of  Jeremiah  Hunt. 
CILVS.  B.  (iREEN. 
JOSEPH    SESSIONS. 
J.G.CLARK. 
MICAJAH  TENDE. 
SAM.  CALVIT. 
ISRAEL  LORING. 


22d  CoN-nREss.]  No.    1049,  [1st  Session. 

ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    MISSOURI. 

COMMU.VICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENT.ITIVES    .\rRIL    5,    1832. 

Mr.  C.xRK,  from  the  Committee  on  Private   Land  Claims,  to   whom   was   referred  the  petition  of  George 

Gordon,    reported: 

That  the  petitioner  sets  forth  that  during  the  Spanish  government  in  Louisiana  one  Matthew  Ramey 
came  from  the  United  States  and  settled  in  that  eoimtry,  and  obtained  from  the  Spanish  authorities  at 
St.  Louis  a  grant  for  a  tract  of  land  of  1,056  arpents,  or  thereabouts,  situated  on  a  branch  of  the  river 
Despereif,  ten  or  twelve  miles  west  of  St.  Louis;  and  that  he,  the  said  Ramev',  settled  and  cultivated  the 
same  as  early  as  the  year  1803.  A  copy  of  the  plat  of  said  tract  of  land  is  exhibited,  and  certified  by 
James  Mclvey,  deputy  surveyor,  who  states  that  he  surveyed  said  tract  of  land  for  said  Matthew  Ramey, 
at  his  request.  Petitioner  states  that  Ramey  presented  hi.s  claim  to  the  commissioners  appointed  to  adjust 
land  claims  at  St.  Louis  for  a  settlement  right,  having  lost  or  mislaid  his  coircession  or  grant  for  said 
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land,  but  that  llie  claim  was  nut  confirmed — iint  on  account,  as  petitionor  believes,  of  any  defect  in  the 
right,  but  on  account  of  the  claimant  being  ignorant  of  the  proper  means  of  securing  liis  claim.  Peti- 
tioner further  states  that  said  Piamey  remained  in  possession  of  said  land  until  his  death,  in  1808,  and 
held  the  same  by  regular  survey.  An  instrument  of  writing,  purporting  to  be  a  deed,  is  exhibited,  signed 
by  sundry  persons  who  acknowledge  themselves  to  be  heirs  of  said  Matthew  Kamey,  transferring  their 
right  to  said  land  to  Nathan  Raniey,  an  heir,  being  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  their  father,  Matthew 
Raraey,  before  his  death.  Petitioner  further  states  that  said  Nathan  Raniey  resided  on  said  land  until 
1829,  when  he  purchased  it  from  him,  by  deed  bearing  date  March  17,  1829.  Petitioner  states  that  he 
was  ignorant  of  the  laws  and  land  titles  of  the  country  but  knowing  the  length  of  time  the  said  Nathan 
Ramey  and  his  father  had  been  in  possession  of  the  land,  he  had  supposed  their  title  to  be  good;  that 
immediately  after  ]jurchasing  said  land  he  opened  a  large  farm  on  -said  land,  and  all  needful  buildings 
necessary  for  such  estalilishment;  he  also  erected  on  said  tract  of  land  a  steam  mill  for  the  manufacture 
of  meal  and  tlonr.  One  witness  swears  that  said  Matthew  Ramey  took  possession  of  said  land  in  1802, 
by  planting  out  some  peach  trees;  that  he  raised  a  crop  thereon  in  the  year  1803,  and  went  to  reside 
thereon  in  the  year  1804.  Several  other  witnesses  swear  that  the  said  Ramey  took  ))ossession  of  said 
land  as  early  as  1803.  Petitioner  has  produced  no  grant  from  the  Spanish  authorities  for  said  land  to 
said  Ramey,  yet,  from  the  evidence  adduced,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  heirs  and  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  said  Matthew  Ramey,  deceased,  ought  to  be  confirmed  in  their  claim  to  640  acres  of  land, 
this  being  the  quantity  of  land  granted  to  actual  settlers  as  a  settlement  right;  for  which  the  committee 
report  a  bill. 


22n  Congress.]  ^O.    1050.  [1st  Session, 


UN    LAND    CLAIMS    IN    ALABAMA. 

COMSIUNIC.iTED    TO    THE    SEX.iTE    AI'KIL    6,     1832. 

Treasury  Departme.vt,  April  6,  1832. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office 
for  the  district  of  St.  Stephen's,  prepared  in  obedience  to  the   3d  section  of  an  act  of  Congress  approved 
March  2,  1829.     Also  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  those  officers, 
dated  .lanuary  10,  1832,  together  with  a  copy  of  their  reply,  dated  the  Ith  instant. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

LOUIS  McLANE,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
The  Hon.  President  of  the  Senate. 


General  Land  Office,  January  10,  1832. 

Gentlemen  :  Upon  examining  your  report,  under  the  3d  section  of  the  act  of  March  2,  1829,  I  find 
you  do  not,  in  either  case,  state  the  nature  of  the  claim,  from  what  authority  it  was  derived,  or  the  ground 
of  j'our  decision;  and,  as  it  is  all  important  that  these  particulars  should  be  known,  I  have  to  request 
that  you  furnisli  me,  as  soon  as  practicable,  with  an  abstract  of  the  title  papers  filed  in  each  case,  as  the 
report  cannot  be  submitted  to  Congress  until  this  information  is  afforded. 
I  am,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELIJAH  HAYWARD. 
The  Register  and  Receiver  of  the  Land  Office,  St.  Ste2jhen\'<,  Alabama. 


Land  Office,  St.  Slephen''s,  Alabama,  March  1,  1832. 
Sir:  We  have  received  j'our  letter  of  the  10th  January,  upon  the  subject  of  our  report  upon  claims, 
presented  to  us  under  the  3d"  section  of  the  act  of  March  2,  1829. 

We  forward  with  this  a  report  upon  the  same  claims,  which  we  desire  you  will  receive  in  lieu  of  the 
one  heretofore  made. 

We  are,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

JOHN  B.  HAZARD,  Register. 
J.  H.  OWEN,  Bcceiver. 
Hon.  Ei.i.TAH  Haywarh,  Commis.fioner  of  the  General  Land  ([ffi.ce. 


Land  Office,  St.  Stiq?hen'.s,  Alabama,  February  26,  1831. 
Sir:  We  have  forwarded  with  this   a  report  of  claims  to   land  which  have  been  presented  to  us  for 
confirmation  under  the  3d  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  2d  March,  1829. 
We  are,  very  respectfuUv,  j-iiur  obedient  servants, 

JOHN  B.  HAZARD,  Register. 
J.  H.  OWEN,  Receiver. 
Hon.  Elijah  Havwarii,   Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  WasKington. 
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N...    1. 

Ahrilracl  o/'  claims  to  hind  ailualcd  inv/  <  if  I  In'  I'crdidn,  rust  o/'  J'raii  rii'rr,  <nul  liclmr  Ihr  'Md  dearie  <il'  ixnih 
httiludr,  jjn'.-n'iilcd  hi  tin'  rfi/isler  aiul  rrceirer  tif  (Iw  land  oj/ici'  at  St.  Stcjjhcii's,  Alahaind,  uctiiuj  as  coiii- 
inissiuiwrs  under  the  aidhorili/  of  the  third  sectiofi  of  the  art  of  Congress  (if  llie  2d  of  March,  I  >i-2\),  en- 
titled "  An  act  conjirrniiu/  the  rejmrt  of  the  register  and  rei'eiver  of  the  land  ojlii-e  for  the  ilistrict'of  St. 
Stephen's,  in  the  State  (if  Alabama,  and /or  other  pttrposes." 


ro^h^essitin. 

% 

Bv  u  hnni  okiimetl. 

Clriginal  claimants. 

Nalnrc  ni"  claini. 

Trart  c 
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Quant')'  atliiwed- 

-. — 

f>~,m  acres 

From 

To 

1 
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French  concfssion,  d;ited  July, 

West  snle 

of  Mohile 
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1799 

1H19 

1760.     Part  of  this  f-rant,  to- 

river. 

gether  with  the  .'^ignaturrs  of 

the  Flench  oliicers.ilfsiioyeii. 

o 

Heirs    of    Cornelius 
McCurtiii. 

Cornelius  Mi-Curtin.. 

Spanish  permit,  ilateil   Di'eeni- 
ber  20,  17«3. 

West  side 
Imy. 

Id  Mohile 

Sjiy.-i  arpenls  .  . 

17110 

1830 

REMAliKS. 

Claim  No.  I. — Tins  giant  appears  lu  liavi-  been  iftiularly  tian^lVrrcd  froin  llie  original  grantre  to  llir  pri-sriit  rlaiiiiam. 

Tlif  urigiual  granties,  or  tlit-ir  li'gal  represeiilativrs,  apprar  lo  liavL*  luxn  roidunts  of  that  pan  of  Liiuisiaiia  smjatril  east  of  Pearl  river,  and  west  ul 
the  Perdul'i,  and  beluw  the  'AV  ol"  north  latitude,  on  April  15,  1813,  and  on  that  da\',  and  lor  t.;n  conseentive  years  previuu..  In  tli.il  dai-,  to  li.ive  been  in 
possession  ol"  the  traets  claimed.  The  pre>eiit  elainis  are  tlieretbre  reconinieiided  for  eoiifirniation  ;  hut  if  either  of  the  loregr.ing  elaiiiianls  had  a  elaiiii  to 
any  part  of  the  above-deserihed  lands  contirmed  to  liiiii,  the  quantit}'  heretofore  eoiilUiiied  to  he  included  in  and  make  a  part  ol  the  i|u.uitity  now  reeoiii- 
mended  tor  confirniation.    .\ll  of  which  is  respeclfullv  subinnted. 

JOHN  n.  HAZ.VKD,  Regider. 
3.   II.  OWEN,  Kccelrer. 
Land  Office,  St.  Stephen^.  Jilabama.  March  7,  1S3'3. 
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No.  1051. 
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OX  THE    AITLICATION  OF    MISSIS.'^IPPI    AND    THE    TKU.STEES    OF    .JEFFEliSON    0OLLE(;E 
FOR  A  DONATION  OF  LAND  FOR  SAID  COLLEOE. 

C0.M5IUNR\VTEll    To    THE    Hol'SE    OK    REPRESENTATIVES    APRII.    6,    1832. 


Tlie  Coiniiiiftci.'  oil  I'ulilii_'  Laiuls,  to  whom  was  ivt'oiT'cil  it  liiU  from  tho  Senate  for  the  relief  of  .lellVrsou 
(JoUeo-e,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  accompanied  by  two  memorials,  one  from  the  board  of  trustees 
of  said  colleg-e,  and  the  other  from  the  legislature  of  ilississippi,  reported: 

Tliat  the  trustees  of  Jefl'ersou  College  were  incorporated  in  the  year  1802  by  an  act  of  the  Irgislative 
council  of  the  Mississippi  Territory.  The  college  was  located  in  a  healthy  and  pleasant  situation  at  the 
town  of  Washington,  in  the  county  of  Adams,  with  no  other  endowment  than  sncli  as  made  by  individual 
enterprise.  By  the  12tli  section  of  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  3d  of  .March,  1803,  entitled  "An 
act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  I'nited  States  south  of 
the  Stiite  of  Tennessee,"  thirty-six  sections  of  land  in  the  then  Mississippi  Territory  were  reserved  for 
the  use  of  said  college;  and  on  the  5th  of  October,  1812,  the  land  so  reserved  was  located  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  said  act,  on  the  Tombigbeo  river,  in  a 
position  nearly  central  to  the  then  limits  of  the  Mississippi  Territory;  that  the  division  of  the  Territory, 
and  the  formation  of  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Mississijipi,  has  thrown  tliis  hind  into  the  .State  of 
Alabama,  whilst  the  site  of  the  colleg'e  is  on  the  western  margin  of  tlie  State  of  ^lississippi.  Tlie  memo- 
rialists state  tliat  they  feel  assured  that  Congress,  in  its  munihcenee,  designed  this,  as  well  as  all  .similar 
grants  to  other  literary  institutions,  as  a  means  of  active  and  efficient  support  in  its  wise  and  cherished 
policy  of  ditt'using  information  and  learning,  and  maintaining  that  intelligence  in  the  community  in  which 
the  free  and  happy  institutions  of  our  government  had  their  origin  and  must  ever  subsist.  It  is  doubtless 
the  desire  of  Congress  that  the  grant  of  land  to  Jefferson  College  should  be  a  source  of  immediate  revenue, 
and  be  usefully  and  efficiently  applied  to  tlie  laudable  purpose  lor  which  it  was  desigTied.  The  memorial- 
ists represent  that  the  land  in  question,  independent  of  its  unfavorable  )iositii.iii,  is  composed  chieliy  (jf 
sterile  pine  barren,  and  of  land  subject  lo  inundation,  and  that  they  find  it  impracticable  to  make  any 
disposition  of  it  for  the  advantage  of  the  institution  under  their  charge;  that  it  will  remain,  probably, 
unproductive  and  valueless  to  the  colleg'e  for  half  a  century;  in  the  meantime  the  institution  would 
languish  and  decline  for  want  of  pecuniary  aid.  The  memorialists  further  represent  that,  so  soon  as  the 
late  treaties  with  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  Indians  take  efl'ect,  there  will  be  in  the  .State  of  Mississip])i 
alone  more  than  twenty  millions  of  acres  of  land,  which  will  be  obtainable  from  the  United  States  at  the 
rate  of  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre;  and  when  persons  can  become  purchasers  on  such  favorable 
terms,  it  is  obvious  that  leases  will  be  impracticable,  or  that  few,  if  aii3^,  will  be  found  willing  to  improve 
lands  held  by  such  a  tenure;  and  it  may  be  remarked  that  although  leases  of  those  lauds  may  be  imprac- 
ticable, yet  the  sum  which  they  would  yield,  if  s.ild,  might  be  readily  and  securely  invested  at  an  annual 
interest  of  from  six  to  ten  per  cent.  This  would  furnish  a  convenient  and  certain  revenue,  sufficient,  in 
the  opinion  of  your  memorialists,  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  institution;  and  that  if  they  can  have  the 
privilege  of  reiiiuiuishing  said  lands,  and  of  locating  the  same  quantity  on  an}'  of  the  unappropriated 
lands  of  the  United  States  within  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and  authorized  to  sell  and  dispose  of  the  same, 
the  proceeds  arising  from  such   sale  will  enable  the  trustees  to  realize  a  fund  which,  being  judiciously 
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invested,  would  yield  a  permanent  inc/jtne  sufficient  to  keep  the  institution  in  useful  operation.  The 
building's  erected  by  t)je  trustees  with  the  limited  means  under  their  c^jntrol,  though  large  and  commo- 
dious, and  hitherto  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  institution,  are  not  extensive  enough  to  carry  into 
complete  operation  the  original  designs  of  its  founders.  The  want  of  patronage  on  the  part  of  the 
citizens,  who  until  recently  were  in  the  habit  of  sending  their  sons  to  the  northern  colleges  to  complete 
their  educations,  and  the  want  of  suitable  and  capable  instructors,  has  kept  the  institution  far  behind 
those  of  the  older  States,  and  prevented  the  college  from  ajmmanding  that  respect  due  to  the  State 
and  to  the  illustrious  individual  whose  name  it  b<ar.<.  In  the  year  1829  it  went  into  operation  on 
the  military  plan,  under  its  present  able  and  talented  faculty.  At  the  last-mentioned  period  the 
institution  opened  with  twent^'-eight  students,  since  which  time  the  number  lias  increa.sed  to  one 
hundred  and  thirty.  The  memorialists  therefore  pray  that  they  may  be  permitted  to  relinquish  the 
land  granted  for  the  use  of  Jefferson  College,  being  jjart  of  townships  No.  ten,  of  ranges  Nos.  one  and  two 
west,  in  the  district  of  lands  offered  for  sale  at  St.  Stephen's,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  found  ad^-isable, 
and  to  locate  in  lieu  thereof  a  quantity  of  land  equal  to  that  which  thej-  may  relinquish,  to  be  selected 
under  the  direction  of  the  trustees  out  of  any  unappropriated  land  in  the  .State  of  Mi/ssissippi,  or  within 
the  limits  of  the  country  lately  c«ded  by  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  Indians  to  the  United  States,  to  be 
taken  either  before  or  ai'U.-r  such  lands  may  have  been  offered  at  public  sale,  being  governed  in  such 
locations  by  the  legal  subdivisions  of  such  lands  in  the  surveys  made  or  i/>  be  made  under  the  authority 
of  the  I'nited  Staffs,  and  also  that  they  maj'  be  permitted  and  autliorized  to  sell  the  land  whicli  may  os 
so  located  or  entered,  and  to  convey  a  fee  simple  title  tliereto.  The  committ'.-e  deem  it  unnecessary  to 
enter  into  any  elaborate  argument  of  the  advantages  of  education,  the  benefits  resulting  to  the  community 
at  large  from  the  establishment  <jf  seminaries  of  learning  in  every  part  of  tliC  Union,  and  of  the  propriety 
of  the  general  government's  making  liberal  donations  of  lands  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  education, 
BO  vitally  important  to  the  safety,  prot^.-ction,  and  welfare  of  our  government.  It  is  sufficient  for  the 
present  inquiry  to  remark  that  the  memorialists  only  ask  for  the  change  of  location  of  land  already 
donatx?d  to  the  institution  by  tlie  general  government,  and  that  the  fee  simple  title  to  the  same  may  be 
vested  in  the  trustees. 

No  one  wljo  will  make  himself  acquainted  with  the  facts  can  oj>pose  the  change  of  location.  As  an 
argument  in  favor  of  authorizing  the  trustees  to  sell  and  convey  lee  simple  titles  to  the  same  so  far  as 
precedent  is  entitled  to  weight,  the  committee  beg  leave  to  refer  to  an  act  of  Congress  passed  in  1826 
authorizing  Ohio  to  sell  and  convey  in  fee  simple  all  lauds  reserved  by  Congress  for  the  use  of  schools  in 
said  .State;  to  an  act  of  Congress  passed  in  1827,  granting  the  same  favor  to  Alabama;  to  an  act  of 
Congress  passed  in  1828,  granting  a  similar  favor  to  Indiana;  to  an  act  of  Congress  passed  in  1828, 
authorizing  the  State  of  Alabama  to  make  a  change  of  location  in  a  similar  case;  and  to  an  act  of  18.31, 
authorizing  Missouri  to  sell  and  convej'  in  fee  simple  all  lands  reserved  and  appropriated  for  the  use  of  a 
seminarv'  of  learning  in  that  State.  For  the  plan  and  mode  in  which  Jefferson  College  is  conducted,  the 
course  of  studies  pursued,  the  discipline  of  the  students,  and  the  present  condition  of  the  institdtion,  the 
comnjittee  beg  leave  to  refer  to  tlie  report  of  the  board  of  visitors  at  the  annual  examination  in  ifay,  1831, 
and  a  letter  Irom  President  U'illiston  to  tlie  governor  of  Mississippi,  accompanying  this  report. 

The  committee  are  <A'  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the  njemorialists  is  a  reasonable  one  and  <jught  to  be 
granted;  and  therefore  report  the  bill  from  the  .Senate,  with  sundry  amendments,  embracing  the  object  of 
the  memorialists. 

(NoiE. — For  the  application  of  MiissiBgippi  and  tlie  trustees  of  Jefferson  College,  sec  antecedent  So.  1047. j 
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ON  THE  Sl'F.JKCT  OV  TilK  TTl  LK  OF  THE  INiTEl)  .STATES  '\i)  Till;  Jrl.AND  IN  THE  i)ELA- 

\vai;e  liiVEi;,  o.n  which  fout  I)EL,\w.\i:e  has  been  erected. 

i;ommi;mi;ati;i)  to  tiik  hk.vate  ai-hii,  12,   1832. 

Mr.  Makcv,  from  the  Coniniittee  on  thi;  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  130j  to  authoiizo  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  enter  into  a  compromise  to  secure  to  the  United  .States  a  title  in  (ee  to  an  island 
in  the  Dijlaware,  ujioii  which  Fort  D<!laware  has  been  erected,  reported  : 

That,  before  oi-  during  the  late  war,  the  State  of  Di-laware  I'laiming  title  to  an  island  in  the  Delaware 
river  called  the  J'na  J'alch,  made  a  cession  of  it  to  the  United  States,  who  desired  it  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  fortifications  thereon.  It  is  re[iresentetl  to  the  committee  that  when  the  1,'nited  States  took 
possessi'<n  of  this  island  they  dispiissessed  Joseph  tiale,  who  claimi'd,  aii<l  still  claims,  to  \n:  the  owner  of 
it,  by  virtue  of  a  title  ilerived  from  the  Slate  of  New  Jersey.  One  or  more  suits  have  been  instituted 
against  the  agent  of  the  Ciiited  States  to  recover  the  j^ossession  of  this  island;  and  the  validity  of  the 
title  under  which  the  United  .Stales  hold  it  has  been  called  into  serious  quc'stion,  hut  no  decision  lias  Ijeeii 
made  against  it.  The  jiublic  works  on  IIk;  iHl.'tnd  have  been  recently  ih.'stniyed  in  part  by  a  lin.',  and  the 
gov(;rnnient  is  desirous  that  tlx,'  title  should  be  selth;il  before  larg-i-  expi.'nditun-s  aic  madi;  in  rebuilding 
them.  The  position  of  the  island  is  advantageous  for  di.d'i.-nsive  wurks,  ami  it  is  dcinii-(l  iiii|iiiilaiil  that 
the  L'nited  States  should  occupy  it  for  that  piir|jose. 

The  committee  have  not  considered  it  their  duly  to  lome  to  any  dennitivc  opinion  as  to  the  title  to 
the  island,  iK-cause  the  bill  does  not  jiropose  to  conci'de  that  llie  United  States  have  not  a  just  and  valid 
claim  to  it.  Tlii-y  are,  however,  satis(i(;d  that  considerable  d<iubl  hangs  over  the  titht,  and  think  il  wduld 
be  unwise  U)  nlmild  thi;  fort  without  having  the  controversy  in  relation  to  it  adjusted.  It  will  be  perceived 
by  the  documents  herewith  submitted  that  persons  who  hav('  been  employeij  to  di,di;nd  the  rights  of  the 
I'nited  ,'-1;il,ert  Jiiive  eiileji uim-d  some  doubts  of  uitiju.'ite  success;   anil  'Onlb  the  Seri-etary  ol    War  .'ind  the 
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Hiilicllni'  of  Ilic  IrcjiHiivy  i'X|ii'<'NM  iiiiiiiiiiiiM  in  fiivni- of  :i,  i'ipiii|piiiiMiMiv  'I'li^'  hill  iiI'iim-iI  Iu  IIh' loiiiiriil  jii- 
[irii|Hi.si'M  IIj^iI  ii,  Miirii,  iiul  rrmrc  lliuii  IjilT.IMM),  hIi:iII  Iw  ;.';i\'cii  In  iNc  clii  iiii;ii>l  iiwl'  i  (lie  \i\v  .liincy  I'l.iiil, 
|i]'i>V'iiIr(|  llii'  Allonii'y  d'cMcrMJ  nl'  llii'  I'ljlii'ij  Sliili'M,  mi  ('.v:iiiiiii:il  inn,  i<li;ill  lie  m;i  I  iiilinl  ||i;i|.  riJ<  li  i  l:iini;iiil. 
Ii:t.s  .'i  vmIIiI  lillf  1(1  (111'  |ilciiiiMi-H,  i/ri  liin  cxcciil  iri;j;  :i  ri-li':iMc  o/'  liin  ii;;iil-,  l<i  IIk'  |i|i'ipiiiii'M  :iM'l  Jill  ■  hiiiiii 
ii;^'aiiiHl   III!'  Inili''!  SIiiIch  Inr  iiMc  iiikI  (iriMi|i:il  inn. 

ir  IIm'  lilli'  nl  llii'  <'l:iiln:inl,  .slinnM  l>i'  I'niifirnicil  liy  ;i  jii'lir'i;il  clci-i^mn,  il  i.-:  nnl  |,i  nliiilrlf  lli:il  il  r.,iil<l 
III'  iiriiiiirri!  Iiy  llir  >;'nvi'riiMii'nl,  I'nr  llir  hihii  nn-nl  inni-il  in  llii-  I'lll  II  is  |irnli:ilil(' m,  nmrli  I;ii';.'it  nni'  ivniild 
III'  ill' n  I.I  mil '1 1,  ;ini|  lln'  y'nvi'i  iinii'nl  vvniiM  nil  iiniUi-iy  lii'  inilin  .  .1  In  •■;ivi.  il.  'I'iii.i  iniiiHiiiii  :il  inn  i:i  tnniyfuicd 
MS  llir  niaiti  ;.;-rnnnil  nC  iIh-  cninpniiiiisi'.  TliiTi'  i.s  iilsn  :iiinl  lii-r  nil  il  Inl  In  iniiKiilii  :il  inn,  whii  li  im  I|i;i( 
tlicrr  hIiiiiiIiI  III'  iin  licliiy  in  |iiilliii;^  (In'  wnrUw  nii  llir  isliiinl  in  :i  |irn|ii'r  sl:il('  nl'  ili'l'i'ini'. 

'I'lir   I'nnilllil  ll-n    Ii:MI'    llli'll-rnri'    nnllTrrj    llir    jilM    In    Im-    n-|inrhi|,    willl    ■•r.llir    :i  nil  ■  II  •  1 1  in  •  II  I  •; , 


l.rlhi'il    I.    Cii.n,  Sr>rrl,ir,i  ■■/     llVn 

|li;rii;nii,'.'r   ni     W'.m;,  .l/iin/,    li'.l,  IH:',2, 

Sill :  In  Jiisui-r  In  yniir  jil  lii  nl  I  In-  1  .'il  li  in  ,l.inl,  i-nin  rrniii"  I  In-  I  il  li-  In  I  In'  I'im  I'lilrli  i  il;uiil  in  lint 
Ili'lu\V;ir<;  ;iliil  llii'  \:iliii'  nl'  lln-  |irn|)i'rly,  I  li.ur  llii'  Imnni  In  nliii-ivr  lli;il  llir  :ii'r.nni|i;iiivin;/  |i:i|ii'rn, 
(n;;clill'l"  willl  llinli'  in  |ln:isl'S;,inn  nl'  lili'  |i;irly  rhiiniiii";  lilli-  iiinlnr  llm  .^l:ili-  nl  NiU  .Il  r:,l  V,  ;imI  wliiili 
will,    I    |ll'('Mllnii',    III'  cvliillilnl    In   llir    rnlii  mi  I  I  rr.    rnlll:iin    .ill    llir    illlnl  lip:i  I  inn    lijinll    lllr;-:r   Hlllijrrl  i    ulliiji    |;;i,l 

liecii  I.'iiil  liL'Toi'i:  lliin  i|r],,irl  nirnl . 

'I'lir     mnHHllf^l'    111'    llir     I'lrsiilrnl      In    llir    llnlisrni'     I  ,'r  1 1  Ir- r  n  I  ;t  I  1  V  r  (   n  I      I'llnUlliy    I  H,    1  HI!  1  ,    |  llrHI'll  1 1  ■.  I    ||,r 

vinws  lit'  my  |M'ri|i'i'i'Ssnr;  :iiii|,  umlrr  :ill  llir  riiriiniHl:inri-s  nl'  llir  r;isr,  I  i-nririir  in  llir  i'.V|ii'il  irnry  nl  llir 
.■in':iMj;'<tini'nl  |iri)|insi'il  by  liim.  !(,  will  In-  pri crivi-il  liy  llir  |i;i|ii'r,s  lli;il,  liil'lrrrnl,  n|iiiiii)nH  uri- i:nli'rl:i  innl 
liy  (111-  hiw  iiHii'iTH  nf  Ihr  viiliilily  lA'  lln-  lillr  nf  Ihr  I'liilnl  Sl;ilr.s  In  lliis  i.-l:iiiil.  VVillinid,  iiinlrrliiliin;;; 
(n  j'l|il;.(i;  lii'lwri-ii  (lirni,  wliirli  I  iln  nnl  I'rrl  rnm|H|riit  In  iln,  il  Hi'riiis  In  nir  llnil  |irili|riirr  i  ri(iiiii'H  Iji.-il  :i 
<'iilll|)riimim'  HJlnlllil    lir    rirrrlril,    if    il.  I'lUI   In:  ilnlir   ll|inll    rrusnllll  lllr   Irrmii. 

'I'lir    viiiili'    of   (111-    iMhiml,   ilii|r|ii;ni|i'lilly    nl'   llir  nlijcriK  I'nr  wliirli   il    is   \'.':inlri|   liy   llir   (    nilnl   Si  :^|l•:^_   I 
mil    llllilllll'    l-VI'll   (.11  cnnirrl  llir.        Itiil.  il.H   |)iir<HrSMii)n   in  I'.s.irnI  i;i  I    In  llir  .srrinily   nl'    (III;    l)rl:i,  wurr  liver,    Itllll 
liirj^i'  i'.X|ii'iiililiirrs    Inivr    lirrn  nnuli-  il|inli  it.      It,  ii]i|in:i.rr;  In  mr,  I  lirrrl'ni  r,  llml   :i,iillinrily  hIiiiIiIiI   Id:  ;^ivrli 
(n  r:iiry  IIh'  nri;.:-iii;il  iirraiiir-i-nii'iil,  nv  snmr  nlln-r,  inin  cllrrl. 
Willi  mnrli  ri'M|iit(:(,  I  .■iiii,  nir,  vmn'  nlicilieiil  ni'rv';inl, 

I.I'IU'IS  (;,\ss. 
Ilun,  N.  I-.  M.iu.  V, 

<  'luiiniKlii  i>l    llli'  Cnjil  iiiilli'r  1)11   Ihr  ,1  ml  uiili- ij ,    I  .    S    S'-iiiilr 


Slillfiiirnl   III   rrliiliiiii    hi  llir    I'rit,   I'lllrh. 


MoKsrK.  I'mlni'V  innl  iti'iid  Ktair,  in  ihr  r;isr  l.lii'y  liavi- hiilmiil  Inl,  llnil,  llir  I'nilcil  Sl.a.l''H  |iro<'iir<'il  tlic 
{jriuit,  nl'  till.'  I'i;a  I'alrli  I'rniii  tin;  ,'^lalr  nl'  l»rlauari',  a.iiii  i'X|ii'ni|r(|  nn  tin:  I'l/rl  ilii-.-itiniiK  llii'io  jarj^r  Hiims 
of  iiioni'V,  "vvilliniit  till'  HJif^'lili'.st,  niitiri'  nl'  an  ail V'i'r8a,|-y  claim." 

Wi-  are  |iri'|iari:il  In  |irnvi'  liy  a.niila.vil.  Iliat.  tin:  a;fi:n(.s  nl'  ;^nvririniriil  i/lfi-rril  Dr.  (Jrilr^  wlin  waM  llirii 
ill  jioHsi'Hsinii  III'  till!  islainl  ainl  i-ii;j^a^''i:il  in  ini|iriivin;^"  it,  a.  larj;'':  Kiini  Inr  Irn  acri-s;  llial,  lln-  iMl:iiiii  wan 
forcihh)  ta.l<('ii  [inssi'ssinn  nf  liy  tlir  IJnili'd  .Statrn,  ami  |irn|ii'rly  In  lln-  ainniint  nf  $:<,r)OI)  ili'Hl.rnyi'il  liy 
llii-m. 

'I'liey  i|iinlir  llir  ilrcil  nf  (jliarjcs  II  In  llir  Duke  of  V^irk,  liy  wliieli  wr  Imlil  llie  vveHlerii  hniiiiilaries 
tliii.s  lieHeribeiJ:  "  To  (.In,'  west,  side  of  Delaware  hnij,  to^^etlier  wil.li  all  lln-  rivrr;;,  liarljorH,  &(;,,  l,n  tin;  saiil 
|iri'niis(.'S  bi.'lniii^iii;^'',  or  in  anywise  a|i|)i;rtainin;(."  This  islaml  is  nnl.  in  llir  //r/i/,  Iml,  in  (lir  rivrr  Drhi.ware; 
ami  if  this  is  iint  a  river  a|ifii'rt.ainiii;^,  what,  is  '(  All  tin,'  islamls  in  (he  river  Driav.'arr,  nn  ihr  .lrr;,ry  niilr, 
liavo  been  siirveye'l  ami  lii-lil  iimler  prniirielnr.s'  ri;^lits,  Hnine  nf  tlieni  I'rniii  lime  inimenmrial.  The  i|iiefi 
(iim  as  1,11  those  lyinj^  bi.'twi.'en  .lersi.'y  ami  I'ennsylvaiiia  has  never  been  raiseil,  but  lln-  Sl:ile  ;  Inue  liehl 
(iieiii  a.eeoriiin;.^  to  their  |iro|irii;ty,  ami  Delaware'  never  elainieil  I  he  rir'lil  In  any  ishinil  bnl  ihi-,,  nnr  In 
this  until  tin;  1,'niti'il  .S(,a(.i;s  had  a[i|ilic;il  for  i(,  I'nr  a  |)iir|inse  benelieial  (o  her. 

Hut  we  are  not,  oblif^ed  t,ii  rely  upon  this,  i:vi;n  if  the  river  eould  be  [iroved  In  be  the  bay,  and  this 
island  W(;n;  [last  the  cast,  side  of  Delaware  bay;  for  his  Maje'sly  j^ra.nts  In  the  Diike  nf  V'nrk,  ex|iressly, 
all  rnyaltii-.s  a|(|ier(aiiiin;^  (o  said  l,ra.et.  of  eoiiiilry.  .Vow,  the  ri;^lil:  In  tin-  soil  under  tide  water  is,  and 
always  h.as  been,  held  t.o  be  expressly  a  royally;  and  thi'  jj;ran(.  of  a  lar;;;e  eomilry  like  this,  wilh  all 
ruijallii-M  appurtenant,  niiiHt,  necessarily  carry  the  usual  ri;;;lils  to  the  w.iters  by  which  il  is  bounded  and 
(he  IslandH  udjacenl.  All  islands  appilrt:eiianf,  are  also  expressly  ;/ranled;  and  if  (his  island  is  not  appur- 
tenant to  Jersey,  what  is  ajipiirt.ejiaiit  to  it '^  .N'ew  .lersey  is,  in  I'ari,  alnioHl  joined  In  i(  by  inarslicH  and 
Hats;  while  the  ship  channel,  wide  ainJ  deep,  is  between  it  and  Dehtware.  'i'he  ri^'ht  of  lisliin;/;,  the 
ri;^'ht  of  water,  and  the  ri;^lit  of  harboi',  all  of  which  are  expressly  j^raiited  us,  woidd,  eilher  of  them, 
accordinj^  to  the  conHtructinn  and  deliiiition  of  tliose  teriris  by  the  Kn^^liKli  courts,  ;^ive  us  a  title  to  the 
preniises  iti  questioti;  but  (he  words,  all  royalties,  and  all  the  I'iK'ld,  title,  and  inl-erest  wliicli  his  .Majesty 
had  in  the  premises,  which  are  also  used,  are  conclusive.  'I'he  Kin;^  holds  a  lari^e  tr.act  of  country 
bounded  by  a  navij^able  stream  on  one  side— -what  are  his  rig'hts  in  that  water  ''.  If  he  has  .uiy,  they  are 
expressl}'  f^rant<;d   to  those  under  whom  we  hold. 

That  our  ;jrant  was  ho  extensive  in  its  powers  .Messrs.  Rodney  and  Read  admit,  when  (hey  slate  that 
(^iieen  Anne  acce|)ti;d  the  relini)uislimi:jit  of  the  ri;.^lit  of  ;^ovi;rnnieiit  from  the  prnprietnrs  in  I7')2,  thus 
recn;.^ni-/.in;^  the  jiiy,  rty/iiini,  or  rij^lit  nf  royally,  as  liavin;^  passed  by  the  ;^raiit  under  which  Ibey  held. 
This  reliiiipiishnienl  is  conlined  to  the  ri^lit  of  ^^overiiment,  tirirj  ('..j:j)rr,i'.<lij  rc.iarrjM  all  nlkr.r  ri^/kU. 

Thus  much   in  re^^ard  to  the  stren;^tli  of  our  title;   but  .Messrs.  Rodney  and  Ri;(;d  claim  protection  fir 
the  weakness  of  their  title  under  the  rule  in  ejectment,  that  the  [lossessor  cannot  be  ousted  by  the  weak- 
n<;s8  of  his  title,  but  by  the  stren;^th  of  tlie  opfiosinjj  one.     Hut  will  this  avail  them  '{     Tli<;  reverse,  upon 
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examination,  ^^•ill  be  louiid  tu  Ijc  the  case  We  prove  actual  possession  for  more  than  thirty  years  in  our- 
selves, which  is  2}i'ima facie  evidence  of  title  in  ns;  they  have  held  possession  but  seventeen  years,  which 
is  not  evidence  of  title;  and  if  it  were,  their  taking;  can  be  proved  tortious,  so  that  we  are  now,  con- 
structively, still  in  possession.  Under  these  circumstances,  is  there  a  court  of  justice  in  this  country 
who  would  refuse  to  try  tJieir  title  ? 

But  here  the  case  is  at  an  end;  for  it  is  admitted  by  all  the  attornej-s  for  the  United  States  that  there 
is  no  grant  on  record  from  Charles  II  to  the  Duke  of  York,  under  whom  the  State  of  Delaware  holds  the 
premises  in  question;  and  the  Duke,  being  a  subject,  had  no  more  right  to  grant  than  a  scavenger.  The 
confirmation  of  this  grant  was  also  refused  when  he  afterwards  became  King. 

But  an  opinion  is  advanced  that  Delaware  river  and  bay  were  never  granted  bj-  the  King  to  anyone, 
and  conseq>iently  both  grants  must  fail.  Be  it  so:  the  bay  and  river,  then,  will  be  divided,  according  to 
the  law  of  nations,  between  Jersey  and  Delaware,  as  sovereign  States.  By  actual  survey,  this  island  can 
be  shown  to  lie  almost,  if  not  qnite,  wholly  on  the  Jersey  side  of  a  central  line,  and  it  is,  and  always  has 
been,  on  the  Jersey  side  of  the  channel  of  the  river.  By  immemorial  usage  Jersey  has  acknowledged 
the  rights  of  the  proprietors  to  these  islands,  for  we  can  show  the  record  of  the  survey  under  proprietors' 
warrant  of  every  island  of  importance  on  the  Jersey  side  of  the  Delavifare.  But  in  our  case  we  have  a 
deed  from  the  State  of  Jersey  granting  expressly  all  their  rights.  This  was  granted  on  the  ground  that 
our  rights  were  indisputable,  and  a  similar  grant  was  refused  to  the  United  States  on  the  same  ground. 

We  do  not  wish  any  part  of  nur  statements  tu  be  taken  fir  granted,  but  stand  ready  to  prove  every- 
thing by  legal  evidence. 

Dedi'r/ioii  (//'  lil/r. 

The  claimant  deduces  his  title  regularly  I'rom  the  prupiietors  of  ^Vest  Jersey,  whose  rights  are 
derived  from  a  conveyance  to  them  made  by  the  Duke  of  Ynrk,  bearing  date  A.  D.  ITiSO,  he  holding  under 
grant  from  King  Charles  II,  dated  March  12,  16ti4. 

1743.  The  council  of  proprietors,  by  warrant  bearing  date  Xovenjber  4,  1743,  directed  the  surveyor 
general  to  survey  to  Sam.  Atkinson  and  wii'e  (JOO  acres  of  una]i]iropriated  land  anywhere  in  the  west 
division  of  New  Jersey,  below  the  falls  at  Trenton. 

1744.  Atkinson  and  wife  conveyed  the  whole  uf  said  waiiant,  by  deril  bearing  ilate  April  G,  1744,  to 
Jolin  Robbins. 

1782.  The  eoinicil  of  proprietors,  by  warrant  liearing  date  August  7.  1782,  directed  the  surveyor 
general  to  survey  to  Daniel  Ellis  5,000  acres  of  unappro|U'iated  land  anywhere  in  the  said  west  division 
of  New  Jersey. 

1783.  Daniel  Ellis,  by  deed  bearing  date  August  8,  1783,  conveyed  to  John  Lawrence  000  acres  of 
said  warrant. 

1784.  John  Lawrence,  by  deed  bearing  date  September  1,  1784,  conveyed  to  Clement  Hall  and  Edward 
Hall  126  acres  of  said  warrant;  and  Elias  Robbins,  eldest  son  and  heir-at-law  of  John  Robbins  aforesaid, 
by  deed  bearing  date  October  fi,  1784,  conveyed  to  Edward  Hall  52i  acres  and  half  a  tenth  of  said  war- 
rant. By  virtue  of  these  warrants  and  the  above  mesne  conveyances  the  surveyor  general,  by  his 
deputy,  surveyed  and  appropriated  to  Edward  Hall  and  Clement  Ilall  178  acres  of  unappropriated  land, 
being  an  island  in  the  Delaware  river,  described  as  follows:  "An  island  in  the  Delaware  called  the  Pea 
Patch,  situate  in  the  county  of  Salem,  township  of  Penn's  Neck,"  &c. 

1813.  The  administrators  of  Clement  Hall,  by  deed  bearing  date  February  27,  1813,  conveyed  to 
Henry  Gale  one-half  of  the  island  called  the  Pea  Patch.  Edward  Hall,  and  Ann  his  wife,  by  deed  of  the 
same  date,  conveyed  to  Henry  Gale  the  other  half  of  said  islaml. 

1831.  The  State  of  New  Jerse_y,  by  legislative  act,  granted  to  Henry  Gale  all  its  right  and  title  to 
said  premises. — (Act  passed  24th  November,  1831.) 

This  last  act  Avas  obtained  by  the  claimant  on  account  of  a  dictum  of  the  late  Judge  Washington, 
who  expressed  an  opinion  that  the  islands  on  the  Jersey  side  ol  the  Delaware  belonged  to  the  State,  and 
not  to  the  proprietors. 

The  claimant  has  evidence  to  prove  undisturbed  possession  in  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  held 
for  more  than  tliirty  years,  and  if  the  taking  of  the  United  States  be  adjudged  tortious,  his  possession 
extends  to  near  fifty  years. 


Opmion  of  ilic  United  Stales  district  attorney  for  Delairare  iipon  the  United  States  claim  to  the  Pea  Patch  island. 

Caj.itain  Babcock,  of  the  Hinted  States  engineers,  has  submitted  to  my  consideration  a  communication 
addressed  to  him  from  the  engineer  department,  instructing  him  to  institute  an  inquiry  as  to  the  title  to 
the  island  in  the  river  Delaware,  commonlj-  called  the  Pea  Patcli,  and  has  reijuested  me  to  give  him  my 
views  in  relation  to  the  matter. 

My  opinion  is,  tliat  any  claim  of  title  not  derived  from  the  State  of  Delaware  is  entirely  groundless. 
By  the  deed  of  feoffment  of  the  Duke  of  York  to  William  Penn,  anno  Domini  sixteen  hundred  and  eiglitj'-two, 
"  of  New  Castle  and  the  twelve  miles  circle,"  there  is  granted  "  all  that  the  town  of  New  Castle,  otherwise 
called  Delaware,  and  all  that  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  compass  or  circle  of  twelve  miles  about  the 
same,  situate,  lying,  and  being  upon  the  river  Delaware,  in  America,  and  all  islands  in  the  said  river 
Delaware,  and  the  said  river  and  soil  thereof,  lying  north  of  the  southernmost  ])art  of  the  said  circle  of 
twelve  miles  about  the  said  town."  By  this  deed  are  defined  the  lioinidaries  by  which  are  limited  the 
sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  of  the  State  of  Delaware;  and  according  to  such  limits  the  State  has  uniformly 
asserted  and  exercised  jurisdiction  over  the  river  to  the  low-water  mark  of  tiie  State  of  Jersey.  In  con- 
formity to  this  established  right  the  State  of  Delaware,  by  an  act  of  assembly  passed  May  27,  1813,  ceded 
to  the  United  States  the  jurisdiction  and  soil  of  the  island  called  the  Pea  Patch,  which  is  about  six  miles 
below  New  Castle,  and  nearly  equidistant  from  the  shores  of  Delaware  and  Jersey.  No  title  other  than 
that  of  the  United  States  is  known  of,  derived  from  the  State  of  Delaware.  A  warrant,  it  is  said,  was 
taken  out  of  the  land  office  of  the  last-mentioned  State  to  survey  the  island  in  question,  about  twenty-five 
years  since,  but  no  return  was  ever  made,  or  any  location  efl'ected,  that  is  believed,  and  the  land  office 
was  soon  after  closed,  and  has  ever  since  so  remained.     It  inav  be  rcmirked  that  no  cession  was  asked 
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for  except  tVoin  tlie  Slate  nl'  Oelaware  jirevieiisly  tii  the  propused  eveeli"ii  of  I'oiiilieatioiis  Uy  the  jvin'ial 
i;-iivennueiit,  uUhoie^-li  the  eniiimaiiiliii^'  ,i;-enel-al  of  tlie  military  distriel  uf  wliirli  Dilaware  I'miiieii  a  pail 
was  a  i.listiii,i;'iiislie(l  eiti/.eii  nf  NCw  .lcrsc\-,  ami  iVnin  llir  plarr  In'  n,-i'ii|iici|  in  licr  euiiiieils  an<l  al  licr  liar 
must  have  been  well  aware  cif  all  hi-i-  rights. 

It  i.s  not  intc'iuliMl  In  <lisruss  clalmrately  the  valiilily  nt'  a  lillr  lln-  ^rumul-;  uf  wliirli  are  mil  slalnl, 
luit  as  it  is  prrsumi'd  tn  hi'  ih'rive<l  \lii(h'r  ami  I'rotu  a  Nrw  .lersry  palriil,  il  may  iiul  In-  diil  ul'  plai-c  1o 
take  a  hriel  \iew  nl'  tlir  i^'iaiits,  i\:e.,  iimltr  whirl],  if  al  all,  New  .Icrsiy  rmilil  ,i;"i\T  a  lilh'  In  lla^  islaml  in 
(piestiiiii. 

Ill  1 1)114  K  in;;'  rliarlcs  11  luailc  a  u'rant  l.i  I  he  Ihiki'  nf  Vnrk  nf  a  hir^i'  lirritiu  \  ,  which  inclmliil  New 
Jersey,  the  w<'steni  iMHimlaiy  !•!'  whieh  is  inailr  ihr  ri\Tr  Oelaware.  ''all  the  lamis  I'mm,  ,Ve.,  to  llir  cast 
side  cit'  the  Delaware  hay.  "  In  tin'  same  year  the  Ihike  i;ranleil  in  ISerkely  ami  Carteret  the  part  el'  the 
said  territory  )iiiw  called  New  .lersey,  .-iiul  Ihus  desciihes  its  western  heniidary:  "and  hath  iipnn  thi'  west 
Delaware  bay  nr  rixei." 

In  1702  a  surrender  was  made  of  their  rij;'hts  ef  n-evernment  hy  the  then  prepiieters  el'  Kast  and  West 
Jersey  to  Queen  Anne.  This  instrument  recites  the  Iwe  last-menthmed  L;rants,  and  surrenders  llie  terri- 
torial g-oyernnient  according'  to  the  bonndavics  therein  mentioned,  thus  acknowled.gin.i;'  thosi-  limits  tn  the 
jurisdiction  of  Jersey  as  having  been  heretofore  accejitc'd;  and  this  acknowleil.ginent  made  loo  at  a  perieil 
subsequent  to  tliat  which  ti.xed  timse  ef  the  neig-hboriii,g'  g-overiimeni ;  and  what  is  ri'ina  i  ka  bli',  ton,  ihe 
above  mentioned  ,g"rant  of  (_')iarles,  recited  in  the  surrender,  g'lanls  the  river  llmlsen  by  name,  "  together, 
also,  with  the  saiil  river  called  the  Hudson  river,"  whih  it  merely  meiitiens  ihe  ( 'enneel  i.'iil  in  marking 
the  eastern,  and  the  Delawan^  in  delining  the  western  boundary. 

There  was  then  nothing-  to  prevent  the  Duke  of  York  g'ranting  the  river  and  soil  thereol'  i.p  W'dliani 
I'enn,  and  such  a  .grant  entitled  the  State  of  Delaware  to  that  crunplete  title  which,  by  cession,  is  ni'w  in 
(he  United  States  of  America. 

<;E(J.  I;EE1»,  Jk.,  Allunni/  Uiii/cd  Slalrs,  Dcluwarr  didrirl. 

New  CisTi.E,  Sepii'iidtT  1 ,  I  sis. 


William    Wirf,  Uiiiiol  iVu/cs  At/ur/icij  (Jciicral,  to  Ihr  S'cniuri/  of  W'lir.     ///.v  opini'm  on  the   Unilal  States 

claim  t"  Ihc  I'ea  Fetch  i.^land. 

Offick  of  tue  Attorney  General,  JaHUorij  8,  1820 

Sii;:  It  is  only  within  a  few  days  back  that  1  have  been  put  in  possession  of  copies  of  all  the  docu- 
ments that  can  be  found  relative  to  the  title  to  the  i.sland  in  Delaware  river  called  the  Pea  Patch.  Even 
yet,  the  grant  from  the  l_'rown,  on  which  the  title  of  the  State  of  Delaware  to  that  island  is  founded,  has 
not  been  procured  and  forwarded.  If  such  a  gnant  ever  existed,  (which  the  district  attorney  for  Delaware 
doubts,)  and  its  production  should  hereafter  become  necessary,  it  may  be,  I  presume,  obtained  through 
our  minister  at. Loudon;  but  I  apprehend  it  will  not  be  necessary  on  the  trial  of  the  suit  which  Dr.  (ude 
has  instituted  against  the  oflieers  of  the  United  States,  becau.se  the  plaintill"  must  show  a  title  in  himself 
before  the  defendant  in  possession  can  be  required  to  produce  any  proof  of  title,  and  Dr.  (jale,  according 
to  the  evidence  before  nie,  can  show  no  title  in  himself;  and  because  if  he  could  exhibit  proof  which  W(uihl 
call  upon  us  to  show  our  title  we  can  rest,  I  think,  securel_y  on  our  lengtli  of  possession  under  the  title 
derived  from  the  Duke  of  York,  afterwards  King  of  England. 

The  territi.irial  title  of  the  State  of  Jersey,  under  which  Dr.  Cale  claims,  takes  for  its  western  lioundary, 
in  tlie  most  express  terms,  the  east  side  of  the  Delaware  bay  and  river.  Such  is  the  language  of  the  grant 
to  the  Duke  of  York,  and  such  the  languag'o  of  that  Duk<''s  deed  to  John  Lord  Berkely  and  Sir  (Jeor.ge 
Carteret.  Dr.  Gale,  by  stopping-  at  the  east  side  of  the  Delaware,  will  never  get  to  the  I'ea  Patch,  and 
consequently  cannot  show  such  a  title  in  himself  as  to  authorize  a  judgment  in  his  favor. 

The  State  of  Delaware  (wdiosc  title  we  liold)  claims  under  a  deed  from  the  Duke  of  York  to  'William 
Penn,  couve3'ing'  to  him  the  town  of  New  Castle,  and  all  that  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  compass  or 
circle  of  twelve  miles  about  tin'  same,  situate,  \"C.,  upon  the  river  Delaware,  and  all  the  islands  in  the  said 
river,  and  the  said  river  and  soil  thereof,  ///('/(;/  north  of  the.  southernmost  part  of  the  mid  circle  of  twelce, 
miles  about  the  said  tovn.  If  any  ([uestion  eiuild  exist  whether  the  tirelce  miles  about  the  toten  here  men- 
tioned indicated  a  circle,  whose  radius  (and  not  whose  diameter)  was  twelve  miles,  it  would  be  removed 
by  reference  to  the  next  or  supplemental  deed  from  the  Duke  of  York  to  William  Penn,  which,  designing- 
to  convey  th<;  residue  of  the  jiresent  State  of  Delaw-are,  takes  for  its  beginning  a  point  on  the  Delaware 
river  twelve  miles  south  of  the  touii  of  New  Casth';  clearly  manifesting-  that  the  I'ormer  d<'ed  was  considered 
as  covering-  the  title  to  that  point.  All  that  part  of  the  river,  with  all  the  islands  in  it,  wdiich  lies  to  the 
north  of  this  point  having  then  been  conveyed  to  AVilliam  Penn,  and  the  Pea  Patcli  being-  an  island  in  the 
river  to  the  north  of  that  point,  it  seems  clear  to  me  that  it  is  included  in  this  deed,  and  conseipicntly  that 
the  United  States,  who  claim  under  it,  have  the  best,  and  indeed  the  only  valid  title. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  veiy  respectfully,  yrmr  <d.>edient  servant. 


\VILLIA.M  WIUT. 


Hell   .luHN  C.  Camioln,  Department  of  M'ur. 


C.  A.  Bodnei/  and  Oeorr/e  l-trad ,  jr.,  to  the  Secretanj  of  War  in  relation  to  the  Pea  l^aJch  islam!. 

"Wilmington,  Juh/  2,  1820. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions  received  frorn  the'  De|iartini^nt  of  War  and  from  ]\Iajor  Pabceick, 
of  the  corps  of  engineers,  chai-ged  with  the  i-rection  of  works  on  the  islanil  in  the  Delaware  called  the 
Pea  Patch,  we  attended  the  late  term,  in  April,  of  the  circuit  court  rif  the  United  States  for  the  district  of 
New  Jersey,  at  Trenton,  to  contribute  our  aid  in  the  defence  of  an  ejectment  brought  to  recover  possession 
of  that  island. 

On  our  arrival  we  found  there  were  several  suits  on  the  list  of  trials  priru-  tei  that  in  which  the  United 
States  were  concerned,  which  would  occupy  tin'  court  iluring  the  whole  term.     Tiie  case  of  the  Pea  Patch 
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was,  of  course,  cimtimied  until  the  ensuing  term  in  October  next.  This,  however,  enabled  us  to  obtain 
a  rule  for  the  trial  of  the  cause  by  special  jury,  and  it  afi'ords  us  an  opportunity  of  collecting  more 
tcstimonj-. 

After  our  return  it  occurred  to  us  that  it  might  not  be  unacceptable  to  yoiu'self  or  the  attorney 
general,  who  has  been  consulted,  if  we  were  to  prepare  a  report  on  the  subject  of  the  case  so  interesting 
and  important  to  the  United  States.  This  we  concluded  to  do  as  soon  as  all  our  courts  were  over,  and 
they  terminated  but  a  few  days  since. 

We  have  the  honor  t"  present  you  with  a  paper  lui  the  subject,  drawn  u[i  with  some  attention,  though 
not  with  all  the  care  and  deliberation  perhaps  which  the  magnitude  of  the  case  renuired. 

We  regret  that,  separated  as  we  are  from  the  able  and  eminent  counsel  concerned  for  the  United 
States  in  New  Jersey,  we  could  not  have  the  benefit  of  their  aid  in  the  execution  of  this  task.  But  we 
acknowledge  ourselves  indebted  to  them  for  important  information  commnnicated  when  wc  were  at 
Trenton. 

We  have  the  h<inor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  y(jur  olicdient  servants, 

C.  A.  UODNEY. 
GEORGE  BEAU,  .Tk. 


C'u.sc  of  the  Pra  Pulrh. 


The  island  called  the  Pea  Patch  is  situated  in  the  river  Delaware  about  six  miles  below  Now  O'astle, 
and  lies  nearly  equidistant  from  both  shores.     Its  origin  is  difticnlt  to  trace  with  certainty  at  this  date. 

Colonel  JIcLane  says  he  has  known  the  place  ever  since  the  year  1756,  when  it  was  a  shoal  only 
visible  at  low  water.  According  to  tradition,  it  arose  from  the  accidental  sinking  of  a  shallop  loaded 
with  stones,  and  some  peas,  perhaps,  in  this  spot,  and  thus  forming  the  nucleus  of  a  bar  or  bank,  which 
has  since  reared  its  head  above  the  tides  and  increased  to  a  consideralde  island. 

Its  situation  and  extent  rendering  it  a  most  important  position  for  the  defence  of  the  Delaware,  the 
attention  of  a  provident  government  was  drawn  to  this  eligible  spot.  A  title  was  ]jrocured  for  the  United 
States  from  the  State  of  Delaware,  within  whose  known  and  acknowledged  limits  it  was  supposed  to  lie. 
Efficient  and  permanent  works  arc  erecting-  for  defence  in  time  of  war.  Large  sums  of  public  money  have 
been  judiciously  expended  without  the  sligditest  notice  of  an  adversary  claim. 

The  island  has  been  completely  secured  by  embankments  from  the  highest  tides,  and  the  f(jundations 
laid  of  permanent  fortilications,  on  a  scale  commensurate  with  the  g-rcat  object  of  repelling  an  invading 
foe,  however  formidable  in  numbers  or  force. 

The  island  having  been  thus  rendered  very  valuable  to  the  public  has  excited  tlie  attention  of  private 
individuals,  and  is  now  claimed  by  Dr.  Gale,  who  sets  up  a  title  to  it  by  virtue  of  an  alleged  purchase 
from  the  heirs  or  rejiresentatives  of  Edward  Hall  and  Clement  Hall,  who  derived  their  right  from  the 
board  or  council  of  proprietors  in  New  Jersey,  and  not  from  the  State  itself 

It  may  be  necessary,  in  illustration  of  the  subject,  to  take  a  brief  retrospect  of  the  settlements, 
conquests,  and  grants,  or  charters  of  New  York,  New  Jersej',  and  Delaware. 

Passing  rapidly  by  the  discovery  of  Hudson,  the  early  emigrations  of  the  Dutch  or  Swedes  to  the 
North  river  and  the  Delaware,  with  their  lodgment  in  New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  Delaware,  and  the 
disputes  that  arose  between  them  in  the  latter  quarters,  where  the  Dutch  finally  prevailed,  we  will  proceed 
to  the  original  charter  of  Charles  II  to  his  brother  the  Duke  of  York,  afterwards  James  II,  and  the 
conquest  of  all  these  countries  under  his  auspices  by  the  royal  orders. 

This  grant  bears  date  March  20,  A.  D.  1664,  and  is  in  the  lollowing  terms:  "Unto  James,  Duke  of 
York,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all  that  part  of  the  main  land  of  New  England  begiiuiing  at  a  certain  place 
called  or  known  by  the  name  of  St.  Croix,  near  adjoining  to  New  Scotland,  in  America;  from  thence 
extending  along  the  sea  coast  unto  a  certain  place  called  Pemaquire,  or  Pemaquia,  and  so  up  the  river 
thereof  to  the  farthest  head  of  the  same  as  it  tendeth  northward;  and  extending  from  thence  to  the  river 
Kimbequin,  and  so  upAvards,  by  the  shortest  course,  to  the  river  Canada,  nortliwards;  and  also  all  that 
island  or  islands,  commonly  called  by  the  several  name  or  names  of  Motowacks  or  Long  Island,  situate 
and  being  towards  the  west  of  Cape  (Jod,  and  the  narrow  Kig'anzetts,  abutting  on  the  land  between  the 
two  rivers,  there  called  or  known  by  the  several  names  of  Connecticut  and  Hudson's  river;  logelhrr,  also, 
with  the  said  i-iivr  called  Hudson's  river,  and  all  the  land  from  the  west  side  of  Connecticut  river  to  the  east 
.'iV/e  of  Delaware  ba_y;  together  with  the  rivers,  harbors,  mines,  minerals,  quarries,  woods,  marshes,  waters, 
lakes,  fishings,  hawking,  hunting  and  fowling,  and  all  other  royalties,  profits,  commodities,  and 
hereditaments,  to  the  said  several  islands,  lands,  and  premises,  belonging'  or  appertaining-." 

It  was  made  in  consequence  of  a  determination  by  the  British  government  to  expel  the  Dutch  from 
this  part  of  North  America,  of  which  they  had  taken  possession. 

England  was  aware  of  the  consequences  of  permitting  a  Dutch  colony  to  remain  in  the  undisturbed 
occupation  of  territories  so  important  to  her,  when  considered  in  connexion  with  her  other  possessions  in 
this  quarter  of  the  continent.  She  also  claimed  the  right  to  them,  because  Hudson,  who  discovered  them, 
was  an  English  subject. 

AVith  this  pretext  and  these  views  of  interest  and  policy,  a  fleet  and  army  were  despatched,  in  the 
same  year  the  patent  was  granted,  to  put  the  Duke  of  York  in  possession  of  the  country,  (under  Sir  Robert 
Cane  and  Colonel  Richard  Nichols,)  before  any  formal  declaration  of  war  was  made.  They  arrived  in  the 
North  river  the  latter  end  of  the  year,  and  taking  the  Dutch  by  surprise  New  Yotk  fell  an  easy  prey. 
The  ditferent  posts  and  settlements  on  the  North  river  and  the  Delaware  were  soon  conquered.  New 
Castle,  with  its  territories,  it  must  be  particularly  noticed,  surrendered  on  the  1st  of  October,  1664,  to 
the  British  forces  embarked  on  board  a  squadron  detached  from  the  fleet  at  New  York;  and  thus  complete 
possession  was  acquired  of  the  country  granted  to  the  Duke  of  York,  with  its  appurtenances  or  depend- 
encies. All  these  conquests  were  formally  ceded  to  England  by  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded  with 
Holland,  at  Breda,  on  the  10th  of  July,  1667. 

The  Duke  of  York  had,  however,"on  the  23d  and  24th  days  of  June,  1664,  by  his  deeds  of  lease  and 
release,  previously  granted  to  Lord  Berkely  and  Sir  George  Carteret,  and  their  heirs  and  assigns.  New 
Jersey,  which   was  described  in  the  said  instruments  in  the  following  t^rnis:  "All   that  tract  of  land 
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iidjaccnt  to  New  England,  ami  lying  ami  being  to  the  westward  of  I-nng  Island  and  .Manhattan's  island, 
and  bonnded  on  the  east  [lart  by  tlie  nuiin  sea  ami  part  I'y  Undson's  river,  and  hath  n|iMn  the  ('■c.v/  DcJwrarr 
bail  or  rircr,  and  extendeth  southward  to  the  main  m-ean  as  far  as  ("aix^  May,  at  the  month  uf  l)elaware 
bav,  and  to  the  northwaril  as  lar  as  the  northernmost  braneh  ui  the  saiil  bay  uv  river  Dt-laware,  whieh  is 
inVortv-one  degrees  ami  forty  miinitcs  of  latituile.  and  ercsselli  over  them-e  in  a  straight  line  to  linds.in's 
river,  in  forty-one  degrees  of  latitude;  whii'h  s.iid  tract  "f  land  is  hereafter  to  be  called  Xuva  Cesarea  or 
New  Jersey." 

War  breaking  out  again  between  England  and  IbiHanil,  al'lei'  nnmerniis  emigrants  liail  si'tlled  in 
New  Jersey  under  the  I)nke  of  York's  title,  all  the  eunntry  granteil  tn  him  was  (inre  mure  subjected  ti> 
Holland,  and  retroeeded  to  I'higland  by  the  tii'aty  nt'  [leace  between  the  t\v./  nations,  signed  at  W'est- 
ndnister  on  the  9th  lA'  Febrnary,  1()"4. 

To  prevent  all  disputes  abmit  the  title  of  the  lirst  purchasers,  in  C(iiise(|iience  nf  the  ri-coiKiuesI  of 
the  Dutch,  Charles  II,  on  the  "iOth  of  June,  1()74,  liy  h'tters  patent,  regrante.l  to  tli;'  l>nke  of  Voi  k  all  ihi' 
countries  included  in  his  lirst  jiatent;  and  the  l)iike  of  York,  the  same  .year,  recoiiveyt'd  New  Jersey,  then 
divided  into  east  and  west  New  Jersey,  to  the  respective  proprietors  claiming  under  his  former  deeds. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  detail  the  various  subordinate  divisions  that  subsei|uently  occurred  of  the 
territory  contained  within  the  limits  of  New  Jersey;  but  it  is  important  to  add  that,  in  the  year  1702, 
in  conseqvience  of  frc(juent  disputes  between  the  Crown  and  the  ])roiirietors.  the  latter  executed  a  deed 
of  surrender  of  all  the  jiowers  of  governnieiit  to  the  former,  which   was  accepted   liy  (^ueen  Anne. 

In  this  deed  the  boundaries  of  New  Jersey  are  recited  according  to  the  original  grant,  and  cunlined 
to  the  '' cagt  .N-iV/c  of  Delaware  bay." 

AVliatever  jiortion  of  govenniu'iital  authority  or  royal  prerogative  had  lieen  claimed  by  the  proprie- 
taries was,  by  this  instrument,  rcdimpiished  and  restored  to  the  Crown,  and  became  thenceforth  an 
mulisputcd  jiart  of  the  Jug  rcgium  in  these  dominions,  equally  with  any  other  portion  of  the  British  realms. 
We  make  these  remarks  now  to  impress  them  on   your  mind,  because  of  their   application  in   the  seipiel. 

The  title  of  the  lessor  of  the  plaintifl"  is  founded  on  an  alleged  survey  made  under  the  authority  id' 
the  board  of  proprietors,  and  not  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  as  we  have  before  stated.  AVhether  all  the 
necessary  requisites  and  usual  forms  for  incepting  and  completing  a  title  to  lands  belonging  ti.i  them  have 
been  complied  with,  we  cannot  say:  or  whether  any  possession  was  overtaken  of  the  premises  claimed,  we 
cannot,  upon  the  facts  behire  us,  undertake  to  determine;  nm-  do  we  know  whether,  if  possession  were  at 
any  time  had,  the  grantors  were  in  the  actual  possession  of  the  island  when  they  made  the  conveyance  to 
the  present  clainmnt.  These  matters  may  present  important  topics  of  discussion  on  the  trial.  But  it 
appears  to  us  that,  on  his  own  showing,  the  claimant  can  have  no  title  tii  the  ]iremises,  and  that  this  may 
be  made  the  founcUition  of  a  motion  llir  a  non-suit  after  he  hat;  gone  through  his  evidence  and  closed  his 
testimony. 

Every  ]ilaintifl"  in  ejectment  must  exhibit  a  good  and  snliicient  title,  as  he  must  recover  by  the 
strength  of  his  own  title,  and  not  by  the  weakness  of  his  adversary's,  who,  being  in  [lossession,  has  a 
title  against  all  the  world  but  the  rightt'ul  owner.  When  a  plaintift"  fails  in  this  respect,  it  furnishes  a 
legal  reason  in  a  court  of  justice  for  a  nonsuit;  so  when  the  defendant  shows  the  title  to  be  in  a  third 
person,  the  plaintilY  will  be  nonsuited.  A  motion  for  this  purpose,  we  o]iprehend,  may  be  sustained  on 
the  following  grounds,  upon  eacli  of  which  the  opi  ion  (jf  the  coint  may  be  distinctly  t;djen  in  this  mode: 

1.  That  the  proprietors  of  New  Jersey  under  whom  the  )ilaintift'  claims  are,  by  the  exjiress  and 
positive  terms  of  the  grants  to  them  by  the  Duke  of  York,  limited  and  conlined  to  the  ra^l  .iirle  of  the 
Delaware  bay  or  river,  which  they  cannot  exceed;  and  it  is  the  peculiar  province  of  the  court  to  construe 
written  instruments.  The  proprietors  possess  none  Imt  private  rights;  tlie  ."^tate  of  New  Jersey  has 
succeeded  to  the  sovereign  rights  surrendered  to  the  Crown. 

•2.  Admitting,  at  this  stage,  that  the  right  to  "  all  isJawly:  ia  tlv  rior  Dchvi-arr.  and  the  saiil  rircr  and 
sod  (hereof"  did  not  pass  to  William  Penn  by  tlie  deeds  of  feoti'ment  of  the  Duke  of  York  to  him  of  the 
three  lower  counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent,  and  Sussex,  yet,  the  title  to  this  island,  after  the  revolution, 
by  the  treaty  of  peace  with  England,  became  vested,  according  to  principle  and  authority,  either  in  the 
I'nited  States  or  the  individual  States  of  Delaware  or  New  Jersey  as  the  riparious  piissessors.  New 
Jersey  claiming  as  successor  of  the  rights  surrendered  by  the  proprietors  to  the  Crown,  the  Delawan,' 
being  a  navigable  water,  all  the  islands  formed  in  it  belonged,  previously-  to  the  revolution,  to  the  Crown 
of  England,  unless  it  had  granted  away  the  bed  of  the  river.  This  is  the  rule  <A'  the  coumion  law,  which 
says  the  right  to  the  soil  of  all  navigable  rivers  is  in  the  King. 

AVc  have,  fortunately,  the  opinions  iif  the  attorney  general.  Robert  Raymond,  afterwards  Lord 
Raymond,  and  of  the  solicitor  general.  Sir  Philip  York,  afterwards  Lord  Ilardwicke,  on  this  very  jioint, 
with  respect  to  this  same  grant  of  New  Jersey,  and  this  identical  river.  In  their  opiiuon.  they  declare, 
upon  consideration  of  the  charter  of  New  Jersey,  that  "no  part  of  Delaware  river,  or  the  islands  lying 
therein,  are  comprised  irilJiin  the  [/ranting  icord^  of  the  said  letters  jiatent."  "  But  they  conceived  the 
rigdit  to  the  same  still  remained  in  the  Crown."  This  opinion  was  given  to  the  lords  commissioners  of 
trade  and  plantations  in  1721,  and  is  to  be  found  in  Chalmer's  Collection,  voliiiue  1,  .')9. 

Agreeably  to  this  sound  doctrine  either  the  United  States  or  the  State  of  Delaware  or  New  Jersey, 
on  the  recognition  of  their  independence,  succeeded  to  the  rights  of  the  former  sovereig-n,  and  the  title  of 
the  King  to  this  island  vested  in  one  of  them.  It  is  no  matter  which  of  theni.  for  it  would  eqimlly  destroy 
the  plaintitf's  claim,  and  defeat  his  suit. 

But  if  the  cause  should  be  permitted  to  proceed,  ami  tin-  Cnited  ."^tates  be  required  to  show  their 
right,  we  consider  they  can  produce  a  perfectly  valid  title  when  called  oii  to  disclose  their  testimony. 

With  such  strong  grounds  of  defence  as  we  possess  we  will  not  stop  to  discuss,  in  this  paper,  the 
question  whether  this  ejectment  be  not  a  suit  against  the  I'nited  States  as  much  as  if  it  were  brought  to 
recover  possession  of  the  Capitol  in  which  Congress  sit,  or  the  house  in  which  the  President  resides,  at 
Washington;  nor  whether  this  suit,  invfilving  a  question  of  boundary  between  independent  States, 
materially  affecting  not  oidy  their  territorial  but  political  rights,  be  proper  for  the  determination  of  a 
court  of  justice.  We  merely  glance  at  them  now  because  the  points  may  be  found  to  present  serious 
objections  to  the  exercise  of  the  jurisdiction  claitned;  and  the  question  of  jurisdiction  is  always  open  at 
every  stage  of  a  cause.  They  may,  theref  u-e,  with  some  other,  lie  ftiturely  dilated  on.  should  the  occasion 
require  it.     At  present,  we  hasten  to  the  princi[:ial  ground  of  defence. 

At  this  period  of  time,  after  the  lapse  of  more  than  a  cnntury  since  the  deeds  of  feoffment  to  William 
Penn  of  the  three  lower  counties  of  New  Castle.  Kent,  and  Sussex,  the  right  of  the  Duke  of  York  to  make 
such  grants  would  seem  to  us  not  to  admit  of  ilispute.     Within  the  fair  construction  of  the  terms  of  the 
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extensive  charter  of  Chniles  II  to  liiiii.  cnnveying-  not  only  all  tlie  lands  lying  within  the  limits  described, 
but  "  all  (lie  roi/allies  and  hereditament.-^  to  the  Kaid  landa  and  jjremines  belonging  or  appertaining."  the  possessions 
of  the  Briti.sh  in  this  quarter  simultaneously  acquired  by  conquest  may  be  included.  That  they  were,  in 
fact,  embraced,  is  well  attested  liy  all  the  acts  and  conduct  of  the  Crown  and  its  officers,  as  well  as  of  the 
officers  of  the  Duke  of  York;  by  the  conquest  and  surrender  of  the  territory;  bj-  the  regulations  for  the 
government  of  it;  and  by  the  numerous  grants  of  land  within  it;  for  these  were  obtained  from  the 
governors  of  the  Duke  of  York,  at  the  capital.  New  York,  until  the  deeds  of  feotfment  and  delivery  of 
possession  to  William  Penn.  All  these  things  are  now  matters  of  record  or  of  history;  and  they  abundantly 
prove  that  the  Duke  of  York  had  the  same  title  to  the  three  lower  counties  as  he  had  to  his  other 
I^ossessions;  that  they  formed  one  government.  To  use  the  language  of  the  civilians,  Unum  constitiiant 
civitatem. 

This  State,  it  may  here  be  remarked,  incidentally,  has  always  exercised  jurisdiction  over  tlie  river 
Delaware  as  the  proprietary  g'overnment  had  als(j  d(jne  previously  to  the  revolution. 

\Yhether  any  other  charter  was  granted  by  Charles  II  to  the  Duke  of  York  fir  the  three  lower  counties, 
eo  nomine^  is  perhaps  scarcely  worthy  of  minute  investigation.  The  late  Chief  Justice  McKean,  who  was 
familiar  with  such  atfairs,  in  his  "Calm  Ajipeal"  to  the  people  of  Delaware,  written  in  1191,  on  tlie  subject 
of  the  proprietary  claims,  asserts  that  there  vi^as  a  patent  issued  specifically  for  the  three  lower  counties. 

In  an  o]union  given  in  1717,  upon  an  application  bj'  the  Earl  of  Sutherland  for  a  charter  for  the  three 
lower  counties,  it  appears  that  a  patent  did  pass  the  privy  seal,  but  did  not  receive  the  great  seal,  in 
consequence  of  tlie  Duke  of  York  having  succeeded  to  the  throne  by  the  death  of  his  brother,  Charles  II. 
This  opinion  concludes  that  a  charter  for  the  territory  could  not  legally  be  granted  by  the  crown,  unless 
the  King's  title  was  previously  established,  in  a  formal  manner,  in  the  court  of  chancery,  Ijy  due  course 
of  equity,  which  was  never  attempted.  The  report,  of  course,  was  unfavorable  to  the  prayers  of  the  Earl 
of  Sutherland  on  this  point  ;  and  it  was  drawn  up  by  the  attorney  general,  Edward  Northey,  and  the 
solicitor  general,  Mr.  Thompson.     This  document  is  to  be  also  found  in  Chalmer's  Opinions,  volume  1,  39. 

That  part  of  their  report  which  says  that  they  see  no  objection  to  the  crown's  granting  to  the  Duke 
of  Sutherland  its  share  of  the  rents  which  AVilliam  Penn  was  to  pay,  according'  to  the  conditions  of  one  of 
the  deeds  of  feotfment  to  liim  by  the  Duke  of  York,  is  equally  confirmatory  of  his  title  under  them  to  the 
three  lower  connties. 

But  it  ought  to  be  remarked  that  any  further  |:iatent  for  this  territory  could  only  have  been  intended 
en  ahundanti  cotddie,  and  by  no  means  as  necessary  to  complete  the  original  transfer,  or  to  give  validity 
to  the  deeds  of  feotfment. 

Tlie  great  principle  upon  which  Lord  Ilardwicke  decided  that  the  title  of  "William  Penn  to  Delaware 
was  sufficient,  under  the  deeds  of  feofi'incnt,  by  the  Duke  of  York,  appears  to  us  to  be  conclusive  of  all 
dispute  on  this  subject.  This  principle  was  determined  and  settled  in  the  year  1750,  in  the  celebrated  case 
which  arose  between  Penn  and  Baltimore,  relative  to  the  specific  execution  of  certain  articles  of  agreement 
for  establishing  a  boundary  or  division  line  between  Delaware  and  Maryland. 

Lord  Hardwicke,  on  that  occasion,  considered  that  whether  another  patent  had  or  had  not  issued  from 
Charles  II  to  the  Duke  of  York  for  the  three  lower  counties  was  immaterial,  because,  as  the  Duke  of  York 
had  actually  conveyed  the  same  to  ^\'illianl  Penn  by  his  deeds  of  feoffment,  and  had  afterwards  ascended 
the  throne,  when  he  became  unquestionably  entitled  to  the  legal  estate  in  them,  he  was  to  be  deemed,  when 
King,  a  royal  trustee  for  \Villiam  Penn,  to  whom  he  had  previously  granted  the  premises. 

It  is  remarkable  that  when  this  was  first  come  before  the  court  it  was  directed  to  stand  over,  in 
order  that  the  attorney  general  might  be  made  a  party  to  tlic  bill,  to  defend  the  rights  and  interests  of 
the  Crown.  This  was  accordingly  done,  and  at  the  hearing  he  interposed  no  difficulty  on  the  part  of  the 
King.     A  specific  execution  was  decreed  by  the  court,  and  a  permanent  boundary  established 

A  report  of  this  important  case,  on  its  first  appearance,  niaj'  be  f(nind  in  Hord  ca.,  (by  Kidgeway,) 
o32,  V.  9.;   and,  on  its  final  hearing,  in  1  Yes.  Rep.  444  s«y.,  Ikdl's  Sup.  to  Vesey's  Rep.  194. 

On  either  of  these  grounds  it  may  be  safely  assumed  at  this  day  that  the  deeds  of  feofl'inent  to 
AVilliam  Penn  conveyed  a  \alid  title  to  everything  contained  within  their  limits,  according  to  their  plain 
and  express  terms. 

If  this  position  be  correct,  it  is  onlj'  necessary  to  recur  for  a,  moment,  in  n'ference  to  the  ground  in 
dispute,  to  the  Duke  of  York's  deed  of  feoffment  in  1682  to  \Villiam  Penn,  .  f  New  Castle,  and  a  twelve 
miles  circle,  which  expressly  includes  this  island  in  direct  and  explicit  terms. 

The  language  is:  "All  that  town  of  New  Castle,  otherwise  called  Delaware,  and  all  that  tract  of 
land  lying  within  the  compass  or  circle  of  twelve  miles  about  the  same,  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the 
river  Delaware,  in  America,  and  all  islands  in  the  said  river  Delaware,  and  the  naid  rirer  and  i<oil  thereof 
lying  north  of  the  southernmost  part  of  the  said  circle  lA'  twelve  miles  about  the  said  town.'' 

No  comment  can  be  necessary  on  this  text. 

The  title  of  AViiliam  Penn,  as  royal  proprietary,  tn  all  land  within  the  limits  of  Delaware  not  gTanted 
to  individuals,  nor  appropriated  to  the  private  use  of  the  projirietary,  liecamo  vested  in  this  State  hj  the 
revolution  and  acknowledgment  of  our  independence. 

This  island  was  neitiier  g'rantod  nor  appropriated  liy  the  proprietary;  and  though  a  warrant  was 
taken  out,  as  it  is  understood,  by  a  respectable  individual,  under  the  State,  yet  that  warrant  was  never 
executed.  Tlie  'and  office  has  ever  since  been  closed,  and  the  door  shut.  The  title,  then,  to  this  island, 
in  the  year  1813,  remained  in  the  State,  and  the  legislature,  by  an  act  of  assembly  passed  in  that  year, 
vested  it  in  the  United  States.  They  have  been  ever  since  in  the  actual  possession  of  the  island,  ami  thus 
have  acquired  the  "Juris  el  seioind  conjvnctio,"  the  union  of  which  constitutes  a  complete  and  perfect  title 
at  law  and  in  equity. 

It  becomes  unnecessary  to  speak  more  iiarticularly  of  the  other  deed  <if  feolfment  from  the  Duke  of 
York  to  AVilliam  Penn  for  the  territory  lying  south  of  that  conveyed  by  the  deed  we  have  recited. 

\Ve  had  thought  of  considering  whether  any  and  what  papers  ought  to  be  procured  from  England,  to 
be  produced  or  given  in  evidence  on  the  trial  of  the  cause.  But  this  subject  wc  agreed,  on  further  refiec- 
tion,  it  would  be  more  safe  and  more  delicate  to  leave  in  the  able  hands  of  our  learned  colleag'ucs  in  New 
Jersey,  who  are  conversant  with  the  principles  and  rules  of  testimony  in  their  own  courts.  In  Delaware 
the  public  documents  we  jiossess  would  be  admitted  in  evidence  by  our  courts. 

C.  A.  RODNEY. 
GEO.  READ,  Jk. 
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./.  Mcltraiiw,  i/i.-</rirl  iilturnrtj  j\,r  Xciv  Jii:<tij,  In  thf  Sirrclm-ij  nf  War. 

I'.iiii.iNcniN,  X,,r  Ji-r.o-ij,  A/jfi/  ;i(),  1S-J2. 

Sip.  :  I  luivi'  llic  lidiHii-  t'j  iiilnnn  yi.ii  (liat,  al  lli<>  lasl  scssi.'ii  cif  the  riiruil  cMint  uf  tlic  I'liitcil  Slati'S 
llfld  in  New  Jriscv,  the  actimi  (if  cjcctiin'iil  |iiusi(utiil  \>y  |lr.  llcniy  (Ifilc  aL;'aiiisl  Major  Halicnck,  nT  Ihc 
engineer  cmvjis,  to  ulilain  ]iiissessiuii  of  an  island  in  llic  Dilawaic  ii\cr.  (■(iinmiaily  callnl  the  Tea  I'aldi, 
was  disccmtinnril  I'V  the  plailitilT.  It  \\"uld  s(  cni  that  his  cnnnsi'l  lia\c  al  last  lirci  mie  rcnvinrrd  cillaa- 
tliat  Ijc  has  nu  iirrti'iicc  of  litlr,  m-  that,  siirh  as  it  is,  il  ran  uiily  he  nniintaiiird  hy  the  wci-hl  I'l'  the 
State.  Some  weeks  aL;'o  a  nolii'e  was  served  on  me  slatinj;'  tiiat  a  motion  \\<jnhl  lie  made  in  the  eireuit 
court  to  inelnde  the  State  of  New  Jersey  in  the  eoTitro\-ers\'  by  makiiij;'  it  one  ol'  tiic  lessors  of  the  plaintiH', 
Tile  motion,  I'onnded  on  an  a<-t  yonr  leftishitiire  passed  some  months  a^d,  appropi-iatim;-  y-J.UUU  to  di'I'end 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  State,  and,  on  the  assent  of  tiie  ^'overnor,  to  niaki'  the  Stale  a  ]iart_y  to  the  suit, 
was  made  accordingly;  Imt  the  judyes  lieini;'  of  o]iinion  that  the  act  was  not  intended  to  einhraco  tlie  case 
presented  to  them,  and  if  it  was,  that  it  would  be  improper  to  let  the  State  into  the  dispute  in  the  manner 
proposed,  refused  the  application.  The  jdaintilV  immediately  iliscontinued  his  action,  declarin,^;'  his  inten- 
tion to  bring'  another  in  the  supreme  court  of  the  State,  in  which  the  State  would  be  made  a  p.irty. 
]5elievin,!jf  that  such  an  action  Mill  be  instituted,  Mr.  Sto(  kton  unites  \\ith  nie  in  icenminendin.g  an  ap()li- 
catioli  by  the  g-overinnent  (if  the  Unitecl -States  to  the  legislature  of  New  Jersey  to  pass  an  act  corres- 
ponding'with  that  (lassed  by  Ihe  State  of  Delaware,  'fhere  can  be  no  doubt,  considering  llii'  beiielits 
which  New  Jersey  may.  at  some  future  period,  ilerive  from  the  forlilications  eri'cting  on  the  Tea  Tatcli, 
that  the  legislature  would  receive  and  act  on  the  application  in  the  most  IVicndly  manni'i',  not,  liow<'V(.'r, 
impairing'  the  ri.ghts  of  individuals,  but  leaving  them  to  stainl  as  they  now  do.  l-\,\-  your  information,  and 
to  prevent  too  much  confidence  in  the  title  derived  li-iun  the  State  nf  helaware,  and  to  satisfy  you  that 
the  application  to  the  le.u'islature  (jf  New  Jersey  abo\-e  reconnnended  would  at  least  be  a  prudent  ini'asuri', 
I  take  tliis  occasion  to  mention,  \\ithin  a  very  nairow  cuinpass,  the  title  of  ( I  ale  of  Ne\v  Jersey,  and  o|'  the 
State  of  Delaware,  to  the  Tea  I'atcli. 

1st.   Gale's  title. 

In  166i  Charles  the  Second  granted  to  James,  Duke  ol  York,  "all  the  land  from  the  uv^t  side  of  Con- 
necticut to  the  (•ii.'<t  side  of  Delaware  bay;"  and,  in  the  same  year,  the  Duke  of  York  conveyed  to  Lord 
Berkely  and  Sir  Geor.ge  Carti'iet  all  (the  now)  State  of  New  Jersey,  "  /»  a^  /'all  and  ample  a  manner  a^ 
the  mine  wa.-^  gninled  lo  Jiim."  l''roin  these  persons  Cale  derives  his  title.  Now,  as  the  island  in  question 
lies  ice^t  of  the  eaxt  side  of  Delaware  bay,  it  is  manifest  that  it  was  not  included  in  the  grant  from  the  King 
to  the  Duke  of  York,  and  that  the  Duke,  and  those  claiming  tinder  him,  never  had  any  title  to  it. 

2d.  The  title  of  New  Jersey.     The  advocates  of  the  title  of  New  Jersey  insist — 

1.  That  the  island  has  been  formed  within  sixt_y  years,  and,  being  nearer  iu  New  Jersey  than  to  the 
State  of  Delaware,  belongs  to  New  Jersey. 

2.  That  whether  of  ancient  or  modern  formation,  the  title  remained  in  Charles  the  Secimd  and  liis 
successors  until  New  Jersey  became  a  sovereign  and  indeiK'iident  State,  when  it  vested  and  still  is  in  the 
State. 

3.  The  title  of  the  State  of  Delaware  is  one  of  tliose  claimin,g  under  William  Penii. 

1.  It  is  said  that  Charles  the  Second  granted  to  James,  Duke  of  York,  all  the  land  that  forms  the 
jiresent  State  of  Delaware,  with  all  the  river,  and  all  the  islands  in  the  river  opposite  to  the  shores  of  that 
State. 

2.  That  in  10S2  the  Duke  of  Y(irk  made  a  grant  to  A\'illiain  i'eiin,  tln'  terms  of  which  are  extensive 
enou,gh  to  include  the  Pea  Patch,  and  that  Delaware  derives  title  from  Peun. 

It  is  true  that  the  grant  to  ^Villiam  Penn  extends  to  the  east  side  of  Delaware  bay,  and  includes  the 
river  and  all  the  islands;  but  on  the  part  of  New  Jersey,  it  is  objected  that  tlie  Duke  was  not  authorized 
to  make  such  a  grant,  never  havin,g  received  one  himself  from  the  King.  I  have  examined  all  the  books 
and  records  that  can  be  found  relating  to  this  subject,  and  am  satisfied  that  a  grant  fri;im  Charles  to  the 
Duke  of  York,  for  the  property  conveyed  by  the  Dnke  to  A\'illiaiii  Perm,  cannot  be  fonnd,  and  in  all  prfiba- 
bilitj'  was  never  made.  There  is  some  g'round  h.ir  helicving  that  in  l(is:j  (One  year  afti'r  the  .grant  from 
the  Duke  to  William  Penn)  the  Duke  obtained  from  his  brother  a  warrant  for  ^jn.^--,--'//!;/  a  patent,  but  there 
is  no  evidence  that  it  was  ever  done,  or  even  of  the  eirntenU  of  that  warrant.  On  the  wlnde,  it  will  be 
found  that  the  islands  in  the  Delaware  have  never  been  .granted  by  the  soverei,gn;  that  in  re,gard  to  the 
Pea  Patch,  Delaware,  to  say  the  least,  has  no  better  title  to  it  than  New  Jersey,  and  that  it  is  a  fair 
subject  of  negotiation  and  settlement  between  the  two  States.  "With  respect  to  the  islands  lying  between 
New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania,  it  has  always  been  conccdi'd  that  they  belonged  to  the  two  States  as 
soyereigns,  and  were  not  transferred  by  any  of  the  grants  of  ('harles  the  Second. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Stockton  I  enclose  the  account  for  his  seryiccs  in  the  controvin'sy  with  (iale. 
He  will  be  obliged  to  you  to  remit  the  amount  as  early  as  convi'uient.  Considering  that  he  has  been 
principal]}' relied  on;  that  he  has  attended  at  two  or  three  terms,  wdieii  the  cause  has  been  noticed  for 
trial;  and  that  he  argued  in  opposition  to  the  motion  before  mentioned,  his  charge  apipears  to  me  reason- 
able. As  the  title  of  the  State  of  Delaware  was  not  likely  to  come  in  ciuestion,  I  did  not  think  it  necessary 
on  that  occasion  to  request  the  assistance  of  Messrs.  Rodney  and  Read. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  oliedient  servant, 

"j.   'SUUXA'[}\E,  Aftornei/  fnr  Xea-  Jersei/  nistrirl. 

Ifoii.  Jons  C.  Cauiou.v,  Serretarij  of  War. 


From  llic  snail'  tn  the  same. 

I'riii.ixcTox,  N.  J.,  Xoreadier  2G,  1822. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  the  report  ol'  the  committee  appriinted  by  the 
house  of  assembly  of  this  State,  on  the  apiilication  of  the  United  States,  for  a  cession  of  the  Pea  Patch, 
from  which  you  will  learn  the  reasons  -which  have  prevented  a  cession  at  this  time.  The  legislature  met 
on  the  22d  of  October.     From  the  tenor  of  fxoveriKjr  Williamson's  letter  to  you   I  presumed  that,  witlmnt 
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further  sulirituliou,  he  woiikl,  at  ;in  early  period,  ])reseiit  the  suhj'eet  to  tlio  legislature  for  consideration; 
and,  under  this  impression,  I  waited  until  the  first  of  this  month,  when  I  thong'ht  it  best,  as  nothing 
appeared  to  liavc  been  done,  to  call  on  his  excellency,  and  re(iuest  that  the  business  might  be  placed  in  a 
course  tor  decision.  He  assured  mc  that  it  should  be  done  immediately,  and  that  he  had  only  delaj'ed  it 
that  he  might  have  some  previous  conversation  with  mo  relative  to  objections  to  a  cession  at  the  present 
time,  and,  under  existing  circumstances,  which,  on  a  deliberate  consideration  of  the  subject,  had  arisen 
in  his  mind,  (the  same  stated  in  the  report,)  and  which  he  wished  to  have  removed  if  possible.  Tliis  I 
was  unable  to  d(j  satisfactorily  to  his  mind,  and  I  left  him,  after  receiving  an  assurance  tliat  a  communi- 
cation should  be  made  to  the  liouse  of  assembly  the  ensuing  week.  On  the  12th  November  I  again  went 
to  Tienton  to  remind  him  of  his  ]5romise.  He  mcnti<iiied  that  he  had  Ijcen  continually  engaged  since  our 
last  interview,  but  that  on  the  following  day  he  would  send  a  message,  with  all  the  papers  relating  to 
the  subject,  whicii  he  did  accordingly.  In  this  message  ho  reconunonded  a  cession,  provided  it  could  be 
done  without  prejudicing  New  Jersey  in  her  controver.sy  with  Delaware.  A  committee  was  appointed  to 
investigate  the  subject,  before  whom  I  was  heard  at  full  length  in  support  of  the  application,  and  from 
whom  I  received  an  assurance  that,  as  they  could  jjerceive  no  reasonable  objection,  tiiey  would  make  a 
favorable  report.  I  remained  at  Trenton  until  the  18th,  (.'Xpecting  their  report  and  for  the  purpose  of 
furnishing  such  further  expkmations  as  miglit  be  required.  On  that  day  the  dangerous  illness  of  one  of 
my  family  obliged  me  to  go  home.  On  the  22d  I  returned  to  Trenton,  and  was  surprised  to  iind  that  the 
C(jmmittee,  instead  of  reporting  as  I  expected,  had  reported  against  a  cession  ibr  the  ])resent.  Upon 
impiiry  it  ai)peared  possible  to  have  the  report  rejected,  and  to  procure  the  jiassagcof  a  bill  granting  the 
island  to  the  United  States  in  the  lower  house;  but  at  the  same  time  I  was  convinced  that  it  would  be 
negatived  in  council,  where  the  governor,  who  is  opposed  to  any  such  measure  at  present,  jiresides,  and 
whose  tipinion  upon  tlie  important  questions  involved  in  the  dispute  with  Delaware  would  be  received, 
and  justly,  too,  with  great  respect  and  confidence.  Under  this  conviction  I  declined  troubling'  the  legis- 
lature further.  Neitlu'r  <in  the  part  of  the  legislature  nor  of  the  governor  could  I  discover  the  least 
hostility  to  the  measure,  except  as  above  stated;  and  whenever  the  obstacles  stated  in  the  report  shall 
have  been  removed,  the  cession  can  be  obtained  witiiout  the  smallest  difBculty. 

In  m_y  last  communication  to  j-ou  respecting-  the  Pea  I'atch,  I  mentioned  tliat  in  consequence  of  a 
refusal  by  the  United  States  circuit  court  to  suffer  the  Slate  of  New  Jersey  to  become  a  party  to  the  first 
action  of  ejectment  which  Gale  commenced  against  Major  Babcock,  Gale  discontinued  it,  and  commenced 
another  in  the  supreme  court  of  this  State,  in  which  New  Jersey  is  made  one  of  the  lessors  of  the  plaintifl'. 
With  a  view  to  a  more  impartial  decision  I  took  njeasures  for  carrying  this  action  into  the  circuit  court 
of  the  United  States,  and,  after  much  opposition  on  the  ground  that  that  court  has  not  jurisdiction  of 
such  a  case,  succeeded  in  getting  the  action  regularly  removed.  I  am,  however,  informed  that  the  judges, 
after  a  more  deliberate  view  of  the  subject,  have  changed  their  opinions,  and  will,  at  the  next  April  term, 
remand  the  cause  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  State.  In  this  event  it  will  be  tried  either  at  the  bar  of 
the  court,  before  all  the  judges,  at  Trenton,  in  May,  or  before  a  single  judge  at  nisi  piiiis,  in  June  next,  in 
the  count_v  of  Salem.     I  shall  prefer  the  fV)rmer. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully',  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.   McILYAlNE. 

Hon.  J.  C.  (!aih(H.v,  Hcfrotarij  of  War. 


The  committee  to  irliom  vm  referred  the  communication  from  his  excellency  the  governor,  covering  a  corres- 
pondence with  the  Secretar;/  of  War  respecting  an  island  in  the.  Delau-are  bay  coiled  the  Pea  Patch, 
7'especlt'tdl y  rejxni : 

That  it  appears  by  the  documents  submitted  to  them,  and  from  other  information  upon  which  j'our 
committee  rely,  that  in  the  year  1813  the  United  States  iiaving  determined  to  erect  fortifications  for  the 
defence  of  the  Delaware  bay  and  river,  selected  the  Pea  Patch  as  a  position  suitable  for  that  purpose. 
This  island  lies  within  the  jurisdictional  limits  of  New  Jersey,  and  was  at  that  time  in  the  peaceable 
occupation  of  one  of  our  citizens,  claiming  under  a  grant  of  tlie  West  Jersej'  proprietors,  made  in  1784. 
No  application  was,  however,  made  to  the  authorities  of  this  State  on  the  subject;  but  military  possession 
was  taken  by  the  United  States  officers,  and  the  occupant  dispossessed.  The  district  attorney  of  the 
State  of  Delaware,  and  other  legal  characters  in  tliat  State  and  Pennsylvania,  it  seems,  were  consulted, 
who  were  of  opinion  that  the  title  to  the  soil  and  territory  was  in  tlie  State  of  Delaware. 

The  legislature  of  Delaware  made  a  cession,  and  under  that  title  the  United  States  took  possession 
and  commenced  constructing  a  fort.  The  individual  dis]3osscssed  instituted  a  suit  against  the  engineer, 
which  is  now  pending  before  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States.  A  difference  unhappily  subsists 
between  New  Jersey  and  Delaware  relative  to  their  boundary,  and  their  respective  rights  in  the  river 
and  bay  of  Delaware,  and  this  difference  is  not  limited  to  the  Pea  Patch,  but  embraces  other  subjects  of 
dispute.  In  18-20,  the  legislature  of  this  State,  having  been  made  acquainted  with  the  facts  above  stated 
and  with  the  circumstance  that  a  suit  was  pending,  actuated  by  a  desire  to  a  speedy  and  amicable  settle- 
ment of  the  controversy,  as  well  in  relation  to  this  ]iarticular  subject  as  to  all  other  questions  growing- 
out  of  the  disputed  boundarj',  passed  an  act  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners,  to  meet  commissioners 
to  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  Delaware,  with  full  power  to  make  and  conclude  an  agreement  between 
the  two  States,  defining  their  respective  boundaries,  jurisdictions,  rights  to  land,  &c.,  in  the  river  and 
baj'  of  Delaware.  To  this  overture  the  State  of  Delaware  did  not  think  proper  to  concede,  nor  was  any 
answer  ever  returned  to  the  proposal. 

In  the  year  1821  tlie  leg-islature  (if  this  State  passed  an  act  (among  other  things)  to  autliorize  and 
empower  the  govermir  to  apin-opriate  a  sum  of  money,  at  his  discretion,  to  prosecute  or  defend  to  final 
issue  or  j'udg'ment  any  suit  or  suits  which  he  might  deem  necessary  for  trying-  and  finally  determining 
tlie  jurisdictional  line  between  the  two  States.  The  attempt  to  eft'ect  an  amicable  settlement  having 
failed,  it  was  believed  that  the  pending  suit  afforded  a  favorable  opportunity  of  obtaining-  the  decision 
of  an  impartial  and  enlightened  judicial  tribunal.  The  United  States  claiming  under  Delaware,  and  the 
fVirmer  occupant  under  this  State,  the  jurisdictional  line  will  fairly  come  in  qucsticjn.  This  must  inevitably 
happen,  unless  the  plaintiff  should  fail  on  account  of  some  technical  defect  in  his  title.  It  would  there- 
fore  be  manifestly   niisafc   to   call    the  question  of  jurisdiction  to  be  tried  and  determined  by  ah  action 
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broiig-lit  solely  In^  an  imlividiuil  free  from  all  control  and  interference  ol'  tlic  State.  Tlion,!j:li  tlie  State 
could  not  be  conMider<>d  bound  by  such  a  trial  and  deci.sion,  yel  it.s  rig'lits  nii<;'ht  be  j;-rea11y  injured  liy  the 
action  being'  lirong'ht  to  trial  without  the  advantag'es  that  niig'ht  arise  from  a  direct  intiu'ferencc,  liy 
em|)loying  counsel,  and  taking'  the  management  and  contnd  of  the  suit.  Thi'  Si-cretary  of  War,  under 
the  direction  of  the  ['resident,  now  asks  for  a  cession  from  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  further  st.reng'thening- 
the  title  of  the  United  States,  and  of  enabling-  them  the  better  to  resist  the  claim  of  our  citizen.  Yuur 
connnittec  are  decidedly'  of  opinion  that,  were  the  .subject  freed  from  dang-i'r  of  atl'ecting-,  as  well  the 
rig'hts  of  our  citizen,  who  has  been  deprived  in  the  manner  stated  of  his  possession,  as  tlie  i[uestion  of 
boundary  between  this  State  and  Delaware,  the  required  cession  ougdit  to  be  unhesitatingly  made.  'I'hc 
position  is  deemed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  a  very  valuable  one,  not  only  as  it  regards  the  defence'  of 
the  State  of  New  Jersey,  but  the  country  bordering-  on  the  Delaware.  Whatever  opinion  we  might  be 
disposed  to  entertain  on  this  point  as  individuals,  it  would  certainly  be  yielded  to  the  decision  of  the 
distinguished  olKcers  composing-  the  board  of  engineers,  ap[)rov(,'d,  as  that  has  been,  by  the  able  and 
enlightened  officer  at  the  head  of  the  War  Department. 

New  Jersey'  has  at  all  times  evinced  a  sincere  desire  to  alford  every  I'acilily  to  the  measures  of  the 
general  g-ovcrnment,  and  your  committee  are  well  aware  that  the  present  is  a  time  when  we  are  [larticularly 
called  on  to  encourage,  by  all  proper  means,  the  laudable  efl'ort  to  arrange  and  complete  a  wcdl  digested 
sj'stem  of  defence.  Your  committee,  however,  are  of  opinion  that,  taking  into  view  all  the  circumstances, 
it  will  be  most  prudent  and  consist  better  with  the  dignity  and  interest  of  the  State  to  delay  a  cession 
of  the  island  in  question.  No  injury  can  result  from  such  a  course.  The  worlcs  commenced  will  not  be 
interrupted  in  their  progress,  and,  in  the  meantime,  the  controver.sy  existing  between  this  State  and 
Delaware  may  be  settled  by  a  judicial  decision,  and  the  claim  of  our  citizen  decided  in  the  same  manner. 
The  general  government  will  duly  appn^ciate  the  motives  by  which  ^ve  have  lieen  governed,  and  cannot 
impute  to  this  State  any  desire  to  obstruct  or  delay  the  completion  of  the  fortilications  now  erecting.  In 
the  event  of  a  determination  adverse  to  our  claim,  no  cession  will  be  necessary;  and  should  the  contrary, 
as  all  conlidently  believe,  be  the  result,  we  can  then,  with  more  propriety,  transfer  ourrightin  the  manner 
requested,  and  at  the  same  time  protect  the  interests  ot  the  individual  claimant.  Your  committee, 
therefore,  respectfully  propose  that  the  documents  referred  to  tliem  be  recommended  to  the  consideration 
of  the  next  legislature. 

By  order  of  the  committee. 

LUCIUS  U.  V.  ELMEK,  Chairman. 


Office  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  TuE.isniY,  Dcccmhcr  2'J,  183t). 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclosi_^  for  your  pierusal  a  letter  just  received  from  the  district  attorney  of 
New  Jersey,  from  which  it  appears  that  your  impression  that  judgment  had  been  rendered  against  the 
United  States  in  tlie  case  of  Gale  «.  Babcock,  is  incorrect.  I  am  led  to  believe,  however,  from  information 
received  in  this  office,  that  the  title  of  the  United  States  is  not  good;  and  if  there  be  any  power  in  the 
AVar  Department  competent  to  purchase  for  the  government  the  title  of  the  plaintitis,  if  on  examination 
it  be  found  to  be  valid,  it  would  be  the  best  mode  of  settling  the  controversy. 
Have  the  goodness  to  return  the  enclosed  letter  to  this  office. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

V.  ilAXCY,  Solicilor  of  the  Trcatiury. 

Ch,\rles  Gk.\tiot,  Brigadier  General  and  Chief  Engineer,  United  Slates  Arnnj. 
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ON  DISTRIBUTING    THE    PROCEEDS    OF    THE  SALES  OF  THE  PUBLK]  LANDS  AMONG  THE 

SEVERAL  STATES. 

co.mmuxicated  to  the  sex.vte  afrii,  1G,  1832. 

Jlr.  Clay,  from  the  Cinnmittee  on  Manufactures,  reported: 

The  Committee  on  Manufactures  have  been  instructed  by  the  Senate  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  reducing  the  price  of  public  lauds,  and  of  ceding  them  to  the  several  States  within  which  they  are 
situated,  on  reasonable  terms.  Far  from  desiring  to  assume  the  duty  involved  in  this  important  inquiry, 
it  is  known  to  the  Senate  that  a  majority  of  the  committee  was  desirous  that  the  subject  should  have  been 
referred  to  some  other  committee;  but  as  the  Senate  took  a  different  view  of  the  matter,  the  Committee 
on  Manufactures  have  felt  bound  to  acquiesce  in  its  decision;  and  having  bestowed  on  the  whole  subject 
the  best  consideration  in  their  power,  now  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  Senate  the  result  of  their  inquiries 
and  reflections. 

The  public  lands  belonging  to  the  general  government  are  situated:  1st.  Within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States,  as  defined  bj-  the  treaty  of  peace  which  terminated  the  revolutionary  war;  and,  2dly.  AV^ithinthe 
boundaries  of  Louisiana  and  Florida,  as  ceded  bj'  France  and  Spain,  respectively,  to  the  United  States. 

1st.  At  the  commencement  of  the  revolutionary  war  there  were,  in  some  of  the  States,  large  bodies  of 
waste  and  unappropriated  lands,  principally  west  of  the  Alleghany  mountains,  and  in  the  southern  or 
southwestern  quarters  of  the  Union,  whilst  in  others,  of  more  circumscribed  or  better  defined   limits,  no 
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sucii  ro.smircc  c.xisti'il.  Durin;^-  the  iirogress  of  that  war  the  (incstiuii  was  agitated  wliat  should  he  done 
with  these  hinds  ill  tiie  event  of  its  successful  termination.  Tliat  question  was  likely  to  lead  to  paralyzing 
divisions  and  jealousies.  The  States  not  containing  any  considerable  quantity  of  waste  lands  contended 
that,  as  the  war  was  waged  with  united  means,  with  equal  sacriiices,  and  at  the  common  expense,  the 
waste  lands  ought  to  be  considered  as  a  common  property,  and  not  be  exclusively  appropriated  to  the 
benefit  of  the  particular  States  within  which  they  happened  to  be  situated.  Tliese,  however,  resisted  the 
claim,  upon  the  ground  that  each  State  was  entitled  to  the  whole  of  the  territory,  whether  waste  or  culti- 
vated, ineluiled  within  its  chartered  limits.  '[\>  elieck  the  progress  of  discontent,  and  arrest  the  serious 
consequences  to  which  the  agitation  of  this  (piestion  might  lead.  Congress  recommended  to  the  States  to 
make  liberal  cessions  of  the  waste  and  unseated  lands  to  the  United  States;  and,  on  the  10th  day  of 
Uct<iber,  1780,  '^Resolved,  That  the  unapjinipriated  lands  that  may  be  ceded  or  relinquished  to  the  United 
States  by  any  particular  State,  pursuant  to  the  reconjinendation  of  Congress  of  the  (Jth  day  of  September 
last,  shall  be  disposed  <A'  for  the  common  bcncjll  of  the  United  States,"  &c. 

In  conformity  to  the  reconuncndation  of  Congress,  the  several  States  containing  waste  and  unculti- 
vated lands  made  cessions  of  them  to  the  United  States.  The  declared  object  liaving  been  substantially 
the  same  in  all  of  these  cessions,  it  is  onlj^  necessary  to  advert  to  the  terms  of  some  of  them.  The  first, 
in  order  of  time,  was  that  of  New  York,  made  on  the  first  day  of  March,  1781,  by  its  delegation  in  Con- 
gress, in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  the  State;  and  the  terms  of  the  deed  of  cession 
expressly  pi-ovide,  that  the  ceded  lands  and  territories  were  to  be  held  "  to  and  for  the  oti??/ ?/.<c  a«<i 
hencjit  of  such  of  the  States  as  are  or  shall  become  parties  to  the  articles  of  confederation."  That  of 
Virginia  was  the  next  in  date,  but  by  far  the  most  important  of  all  the  cessions  made  by  the  different 
States,  both  as  respects  the  extent  and  value  of  the  country  ceded.  It  comprehended  the  right  of  that 
Cunnnonwealth  to  the  vast  territory  northwest  of  the  river  Oliio,  embracing  but  not  confined  to  the  limits 
of  the  present  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois.  The  deed  of  cession  was  executed  by  the  delegation 
of  Virginia  in  Congress  in  1784,  agreeably  to  an  act  of  the  legislature  passed  in  1783;  and,  among  other 
conditions,  the  deed  expressly  declares  "that  all  the  lands  within  the  territory  so  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  and  not  reserved  for  or  appropriated  to  any  of  the  before-mentioned  purposes,  or  disposed  of  in 
bounties  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  tlie  American  army,  sluiU  be  considered  a  common  fund  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  Slates  as  have  liecome  or  shall  become  members  of  the  confederation  or  federal 
alliance  of  the  said  States,  Yirrjinia  inclusive,  according-  to  their  usual  respective  proportions  in  the  general 
charge  and  expenditure,  and  sliall  b(!  faithfulbj  and  bona  fide  disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other 
use  or  purpose  whatsoever."  Passing  by  the  cessions  which  other  States,  prompted  by  a  magnanimous 
spirit  of  union  and  patriotism,  successively  nuide,  we  come  to  the  last  in  tlie  series,  that  of  the  State  of 
Georgia  in  1802.  Tlie  articles  of  agreement  and  cession  entered  into  between  that  State  and  the  United 
States,  among  various  other  conditions,  contain  the  unequivocal  declaration,  "that  all  the  lands  ceded  by 
this  agreement  to  the  United  States  shall,  after  satisfying  the  above-mentioned  payment  of  one  million 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  the  State  of  Georgia  and  the  grants  recognized  by  the  preceding 
conditions,  be  considered  as  a  common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  United  Slates,  Georgia  included, 
and  shall  be  faithfully  disjiosed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatever." 

Thus,  by  the  clear  and  positive  terms  of  tliese  acts  of  cession,  was  a  great  public  national  trust  created 
and  assumed  by  the  general  government.  It  became  solemnly  bound  to  hold  and  administer  the  lands 
ceded,  as  a  common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  all  the  States,  and  for  no  other  \\s,c  or  purpose  whatever. 
To  waste  or  misapply  this  fund,  or  to  divert  it  from  the  common  benefit  for  which  it  was  conveyed,  would 
be  a  violation  of  the  trust.  The  general  government  lias  no  more  power,  rightfully,  to  cede  the  lands  thus 
acquired  to  one  of  the  now  States,  without  a  fair  equivalent,  than  it  could  retrocede  them  to  the  State  or 
States  from  which  thej'  were  originally  obtained.  There  would,  indeed,  be  much  more  equity  in  the  latter 
than  in  the  former  case.  Nor  is  tlie  moral  responsiliility  of  the  general  government  at  all  weakened  by 
the  consideration  that,  if  it  were  so  unmindful  of  its  duty  as  to  disregard  the  saereil  cliaracter  of  the 
trust,  there  might  be  no  coinjietent  power,  peacefully  applieil,  which  could  coerce  its  faitlifnl  execution. 

2d.  The  other  sources  whence  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States  have  been  acquired,  are:  1st.  The 
treaty  of  Louisiana,  concludeil  in  1803;  and,  2(lly.  The  treaty  of  Florida,  signed  in  1819.  By  the  first, 
ail  till!  country  west  of  the  Mississippi,  ami  extending  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  known  as  Louisiana,  which 
had  successively  belonged  to  France,  Spain,  and  France  again,  including  the  island  of  New  Orleans,  and 
stretching  east  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  Perdido,  was  transferred  to  the  United  States,  in  consideration 
of  the  sum  of  fifteen  million  of  dollars,  which  they  stipulated  to  pay,  and  have  since  punctually  paid,  to 
France,  besides  other  conditions  deemed  favorable  and  important  to  her  interests.  By  the  treaty  of 
Florida,  both  the  provinces  of  East  and  West  Florida,  whether  any  portion  of  them  was  or  was  not 
actually  comprehended  within  the  true  limits  of  Louisiana,  -vverc  ceded  to  the  United  States  in  considera- 
tion, besides  other  things,  of  the  payment  of  five  million  of  dollars,  which  they  agreed  to  pay,  and  have 
since  accordingly  paid. 

The  large  pecuniary  considerations  tlius  paid  to  these  two  foreign  powers  were  drawn  from  the 
treasury  of  the  people  of  the  United  States;  and,  consequently,  the  countries  for  which  they  lormed  the 
equivalents  ought  ti>  be  held  and  deemed  for  the  common  benefit  of  all  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
To  divert  the  lands  from  that  general  oliject,  to  misapply  or  sacrifice  them,  to  squander  or  improvidently 
cast  them  away,  would  tie  alike  subversive  to  the  interests  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  and 
contrary  to  the  plain  dictates  of  the  duty  by  which  the  general  government  stands  bound  to  the  States 
and  to  the  whole  people. 

Prior  to  tlie  treaties  of  Louisiana  and  Florida.,  Congress  had  adopted  a  system  for  surveying  and 
selling  the  public  lands,  devised  with  much  care  and  great  deliberation,  the  advantages  of  which  having 
been  fully  tested  by  experience,  it  was  subsequently  ap|ilied  to  the  countries  acquired  by  those  treaties. 
According  to  that  system  all  public  lands  olfered  IVir  sale  are  previously  accurately  surveyed  by  skilful 
surveyors,  in  ranges  of  townships  of  six  miles  square  each,  wliicli  townships  are  subdivided  into  thirty-six 
eipial  divisions  in"  square  miles,  called  sections,  by  lines  crossing  each  other  at  right  angles,  and  generally 
containing  640  acres.  These  sections  are  again  divided  into  quarters,  and  prior  to  the  year  1820  no 
person  could  purchase  a  less  quantity  than  a  ([uarter.  In  that  year  provision  was  made  for  the  further  division 
of  the  sections  into  eig'hths,  thereby  allowing-  a  purchaser  to  buy  only  eighty  acres,  if  he  wished  to  pur- 
chase no  more.  During  the  present  session  of  Congress,  further  to  extend  accommodation  to  the  purchasers 
of  the  public  lands,  and  especially  to  the  poorer  classes,  the  sections  have  been  again  divided  into  sixteenths, 
admitting  a  purchase  of  only  forty  acres. 

This  uniform  system  of  surveying  and  dividing  the  public  lands  applies  to  all  the  States  and  Terri- 
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toric's  ■\vitliiii  wliicli  <lic_v  arc  siliiiilccl.  Its  great  aclvaiilati'c.s  arc  iiiaiiifcst.  ll  iii.siirc.s  |iciTccl  .sccurily  of 
title  and  certainly  of  iMiiiinlarv,  ami  (■(insei|ueiilfN'  avoids  tlmsc  pei-plcvirii;'  land  dis|inlcs,  llie  w.jrsi  n\  ;il| 
species  of  litig'ation,  the  distressing'  ell'eets  ol'  which  lia\  c  Immii  latally  ex|ierieiici-(l  in  smuh'  df  the  \vesleih 
States.  I'nt  these  aic  mil  the  mdy  advantages,  great  as  they  nm|Uestinnaldy  aic.  The  system  l.iys  the 
Coundatitin  ef  iiscfid  ei\  il  instil  ulii'ns.  the  lienelil  >  I'  wiiieli  is  n..|  eonlined  In  Ihi'  present  gema  at  icui,  hnt 
■will  lie  transmitted  to  posterity. 

Under  the  (iperatimi  uf  the  sy.slem  thns  la  ielly  sketched,  the  prngress  nf  ihi'  sii  I  Icna  nl  and  pi  ipiHii  inn 
111'  the  pnblic  domain  of  the  United  States  has  I.een  altegether  niie.\ampled.  \'ie\vs  which  tlif  ci  imiiilt  lee 
will  hereafter  Jireseiit,  CLinclusiv(dy  demnnslrale  thai,  whilst  the  spirit  nf  IVee  euiigralinn  sluadd  n^l  he 
checked  or  counteracted,  it  stands  in  no  need  of  any  IVi'sh  stinmlns. 

Before  proceeding  to  ]ierf  am  tli<'  specitic  duty  assigned  to  the  committee  hy  the  Senate,  Ihey  had 
thought  it  advisahle  to  exhihit  siane  g(aaM'al  views  of  this  great  national  resonree.  for  that  [lurpose  a 
call,  through  tl]e  Senate,  f>r  infornialion  has  heeii  made  upon  the  exeiaitixi;  luam'li  of  the  g-overinnent. 
A  report  has- not  yet  feen  made;  lail  as  the  conmiittee  .ire  di'sirous  of  avoiiling'  any  delay  not  altogellior 
ilidispen.sable,  they  ha\e  a\ailed  themseUcs  of  a  ri'port  tVom  the  Secretary  of  tlii'  'I'reasniy  to  the  Ifaise 
of  Heprosentatives,  undi'r  dale  of  .\pril  li,  ls:!2,  hereto  annexed,  niarke(l  A,  and  of  such  ipther  information 
as  was  accessilile  to  Ihi'iu. 

From  that  report  it  apjiears  that  the  aggregate  "i'  all  sinus  of  money  wliieli  have  heen  expemleil  hy 
the  United  States  in  the  acquisition  of  the  puhlic  laiuls,  includin.g  inti'rest  on  ace.iunt  of  Ijn-  purchases  of 
Louisiana  and  F'lorida,  up  to  the  oOtli  of  September,  \X'M.  aTid  ilicludin,g  also  expenses  in  their  s.ih'  .and 
management,  is  $48,077,531  40;  and  that  the  amount  of  niouey  received  at  IIh'  ticasiny  for  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  to  Sejiti'iuber  30,  ISoI.is  $37,272,71o  31.  The  govennneiil,  therefore,  has 
not  been  reimbursed  by  $10,H04,S3S  09.  According  to  the  same  re[)ort  it  appears  tli.it  the  estimated 
amount  of  unsold  lands,  on  which  the  foreig-n  and  Indian  titles  have  been  exting-uished,  is  •227,'2'.)>3,8>i4 
within  th(>  limits  of  the  new  States  and  Territories;  and  that  the  Indian  title  remains  on  ll.'5,ri77,s(iij 
acres  within  the  same  limits.  That  there  have  been  granted  to  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Alabama,  for 
internal  improvements,  2,lS7,6t'i.')  acres;  for  colleges,  academies,  and  universities  in  the  new  Stales  and 
Territories,  the  quantity  of  508,009  acres;  for  education,  being  the  thirty-si.xth  part  of  the  puiblic  lands 
appropriated  fir  common  scliools,  the  amount  of  7.952,538  acres;  and  for  seats  of  goveinuient  in  some  of 
the  new  States  and  'ferritories,  21,589  acres.  By  a  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  (ouaual  Land 
Office,  communicated  to  ('ongress  with  the  annual  message  of  the  President  of  the  L'nited  States,  in 
December,  1827,  the  total  quantity  of  the  public  lands  beyond  the  Imundaries  of  the  new  States  and  Ter- 
ritories was  estimated  to  be  750,000,000.  The  aggregate,  therefore,  of  all  the  nnsold  and  nnappropriated 
public  lands  of  the  United  States,  surveyed  and  unsurveyed,  on  which  the  Indian  title  remains  or  has 
been  extinguished,  lying  within  and  without  the  boundaries  of  the  new  States  and  Territorii's,  agreeably- 
to  the  two  reimrts  now  referred  to,  is  1,090,871,753  acres.  There  liad  been  138,988,224  acres  surveyed, 
and  the  quantity  only  of  19,239,412  acres  sold  up  to  January  1,  l82li.  ^^'llen  the  intVu'niation  called  for 
shall  be  received,  the  subsequent  surveys  and  sales,  u]i  to  the  present  ]ieriod,  will  be  ascertained. 

The  connnittee  are  instructed  by  the  Senate  to  inr[uire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the  price  of 
the  public  lands,  and  also  of  cedin.g  them  to  the  si'veral  States  in  which  they  are  situated  on  reasonalile 
terms.  The  committee  will  proceed  to  examine  these  two  subjects  ot  inquiry  distiiii'tly,  beginning  first 
with  that  which  relates  to  a  reduction  of  price. 

I.  According'  to  the  existin,g  mode  of  selling  the  juiljlic  lands,  they  are  first  otfered  at  jiuldic  auction 
for  what  they  will  bring  in  a  free  and  fair  competition  among'  the  purchasers.  When  the  public  sales 
cease,  the  lands  remaining'  unsold  niay  be  bought  from  time  to  time  at  the  established  rate  of  one  dollar 
and  a  quarter  per  acre.  The  price  was  reduced  to  tliat  sum  in  1820,  from  two  dollars  per  acre,  at  which 
it  had  previously  stood  from  the  first  establishment  of  the  present  system  of  selling  the  puldic  lamls.  A 
leading'  consideration  with  Congress  in  the  reduction  of  the  jjrice  was  that  of  substituting  cash  sales  fiir 
the  credits  which  had  been  before  allowed,  and  which,  on  inanj-  accounts,  it  was  deemed  expedient  to 
abolish.  A  further  reduction  of  the  price,  if  called  for  by  the  public  interests,  must  be  required,  either, 
first,  because  the  government  now  demands  more  than  a  fair  price  f  u-  the  public  lands,  or,  second,  because 
the  existing' price  retards  injuriously  the  settlement  and  population  of  the  new  Stati's  and  Territories. 
Tliese  su.ggestions  deserve  separate  and  serious  consideration. 

1.  The  committee  possess  no  means  of  determining  the  exact  value  of  all  the  public  lands  now  in 
market,  nor  is  it  material  at  the  present  time  that  the  precise  worth  of  each  township  or  section  should  be 
accurately  known.  It  is  jiresumable  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  immense  quantity  oflered  to  sale 
or  held  by  the  United  States  would  not  now  command,  and  may  not  be  intrinsically  worth,  the  niininiuin 
price  fixed  by  law;  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  certain  that  a  large  part  is  worth  more.  If  there  could  be  ii 
discrimination  made,  and  the  government  had  any  motive  to  hasten  the  sales  bej-ond  the  regular  demands 
of  the  population,  it  might  lie  proper  to  establish  different  rates,  according  to  the  classes  of  land;  but  the 
government  having'  no  inducement  to  such  acceleration,  has  hitherto  proceeded  on  the  liberal  policy  of 
establishing  a  moderate  price,  and  by  subdivisions  of  the  sections  so  far  to  accommodate  the  poorer 
citizens,  has  placed  the  acquisition  of  a  lionie  within  the  reach  of  every  industrious  man.  For  $100  aiiy 
one  may  now  purchase  eighty  acres,  or  for  $50  fortj-  acres,  of  first  rate  land,  yielding,  w-ith  a  ]iroper  culti- 
vation, from  fifty  to  eighty  bushels  of  Indian  corn  per  acre,  or  other  equivalent  crops. 

There  is  no  more  satisfactory  criterion  of  the  fairness  of  the  price  of  an  article  than  that  arisin.g  from 
the  briskness  of  sales  when  it  is  oflered  in  the  market.  On  ap])lying'  this  rule,  the  conclusion  would 
seem  to  be  irresistible  that  the  established  price  is  not  too  hi.gh.  The  amount  of  the  sales  in  tin'  year 
1828  was  $1,018,308  75;  in  1829,  $1,517,175  13;  in  1830,  $2,329,356  14;  and  during  the  year  1831, 
$3,000,000.  And  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  observes,  in  his  annual  report  at  the  commencement  of 
this  session,  that  "the  receipts  from  the  public  lands  during  the  ]iresent  year,  it  will  bo  perceived,  have 
likewise  exceeded  the  estimates,  and  indeed  /i«w  gone  heijond  all  former  exampit'.  It  is  believed  that, 
notwithstanding  the  large  amount  of  scrip  and  forfeited  land  stock  that  may  still  be  alisorbed  in  payment 
for  lands,  yet,  if  the  surveys  now  projected  he  completed,  the  receijits  from  this  source  of  revenue  will 
not  fall  greatly  below  those  of  the  present  year."  And  he  estimates  the  receipts  during  the  current  year, 
from  this  source,  at  three  million  of  dollars.  It  is  incredible  to  suppose  that  the  amount  of  sales  would 
have  risen  to  so  large  a  sum  if  the  price  had  been  unreasonably  hi,gh.  The  connnittee  are  aware  that  the 
annual  receipts  may  be  expected  to  fluctuate  as  fresh  lands,  in  favorite  districts,  are  brou,g'ht  into  market, 
and  according  to  the  activity  or  slug'gishness  of  eniigratio;i  in  different  years. 

Ag'ainst  any  considerable  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  unless  it  be  necessary  to  a  more 
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rapid  pijinilatiiui  of  tlie  uvw  Stute,^,  •svhirli  will  bo  hereafter  examined,  there   are   weighty,  if  not  decisive 
consideration.s. 

1.  The  g'overnineiit  i.s  the  jiroprietor  of  niiich  the  l.arg'est  quantity  of  the  unseated  lands  of  the  United 
Slates.  What  it  has  in  market  bears  a  large  proiKjrtion  to  the  whole  of  the  occupied  lands  within  their 
limits.  If  a  considerable  quantity  of  any  article,  land  or  any  cummuditj'  whatever,  is  in  market,  the  price 
at  which  it  is  sold  will  aifect  in  some  degree  the  value  of  the  whole  of  that  article,  whether  exposed  to 
sale  or  not.  The  influence  of  a  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands  would  prcjbalilj-  be  felt  throughout 
the  Union,  certainly  in  all  the  western  States,  and  most  in  those  which  contain  or  are  nearest  to  the  public 
lands.  There  ought  to  be  the  most  cog'ont  and  conclusive  reasons  for  adopting  a  measure  which  might 
seriously  impair  the  value  of  the  property  of  the  yeomanrj' of  the  country.  Whilst  they  are  decidedly  the 
most  important  class  in  tlie  community,  most  patient,  patriotic,  and  acquiescent  in  whatever  public  policy 
is  pursued,  they  are  unable  or  unwilling  to  resort  to  those  means  of  union  and  concert  which  other  interests 
employ  to  make  themselves  heard  and  respected.  Government  should,  therefore,  feel  itself  constantly 
bound  to  g-uard  with  sedulous  care  the  rights  and  welfare  of  the  great  body  of  our  yeomanry.  Would  it 
be  just  towards  those  who  have  heretofore  purchased  public  lands  at  higher  prices,  to  say  nothing  as  to 
the  residue  of  the  agricultural  interest  of  tlie  United  States,  to  make  such  a  reduction,  and  thereby  impair 
the  value  of  their  jjroperty?  Ought  not  any  such  ]dan  of  reduction,  if  adopted,  to  be  accompanied  with 
compensation  for  the  injury  wliicli  they  would  inevitably  sustain  ? 

2.  A  material  reduction  of  price  would  excite  and  stimulate  the  spirit  of  speculation,  now  dormant, 
and  probably  lead  to  a  transfer  of  vast  quantities  of  the  public  domain  from  the  ci.mtrol  of  government 
to  the  hands  of  the  speculator.  At  the  existing  price,  and  with  such  extensive  districts  as  the  puldic 
con.stantly  ofler.s  in  the  market,  there  is  no  great  temptation  to  speculation.  The  demand  is  regular, 
keeping  pace  with  the  progress  of  emigration,  and  is  supplied  on  known  and  moderate  terms.  If  the 
price  wer(5  much  reduced,  the  strongest  incentives  to  engrossment  of  the  better  lands  would  be  presented 
to  large  ca})italists,  and  the  emigrant,  instead  of  being-  able  to  purchase  from  his  own  government  upon 
uniform  and  established  conditions,  might  be  conqielled  to  give  much  liigher  and  more  fluctuating  prices 
to  the  speculator.  An  illustration  of  this  eflect  is  afforded  by  the  military  bounty  lands  granted  during 
the  last  war.  Thrown  into  the  market  at  prices  behjw  the  government  rate,  they  not(jriously  became  an 
object  of  speculation,  and  have  jirincipally  fallen  into  the  hands  (if  speculators,  retarding  the  settlement 
of  the  districts  which  include  them. 

3.  The  greatest  emigration  that  is  believed  now  to  take  place  frcjm  any  of  the  States  is  from  Ohio, 
Kentucky,  and  Tennessee.  The  eficcts  of  a  material  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  public  lands  would  be: 
1st,  to  lessen  the  value  of  real  estate  in  those  three  States;  2d,  to  diminish  their  interest  in  the  public 
domain  as  a  common  fnnd  for  the  beneflt  of  all  the  States;  and,  3d,  to  offer  what  would  operate  as  a 
bounty  to  further  emigration  from  those  States,  occasioning  more  and  more  lands  situated  within  them  to 
be  thrown  into  the  market,  thereby  not  only  lessening  the  value  of  their  lands,  but  draining  them  both  of 
their  population  and  currency. 

And,  lastly,  Congress  has,  within  a  few  years,  made  large  and  liberal  grants  of  the  public  lands  to 
several  States.  To  Ohio,  922,931  acres;  to  Indiana,  384,728  acres;  to  Illinois,  480,000  acres;  and  to 
Alabama,  400,000  acres;  amounting  together  to  2,187,6(55  acres.  Considerable  portions  of  these  lands 
yet  remain  unsold.  The  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands  generallj',  would  impair  the  value  of 
those  grants,  as  well  as  injuriously  affect  that  of  the  lands  which  have  been  sold  in  virtue  of  them. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  inferred  and  contended,  from  the  large  amount  of  public  land  remaining 
unsold  after  having  been  so  long  exposed  to  sale,  that  the  price  at  which  it  is  held  is  too  high.  But  this 
apparent  tardiness  is  satisfactorily  explained  by  the  immense  quantity  of  public  lands  which  have  been 
put  into  the  market  by  government.  It  is  well  known  that  the  new  States  have  constantly  and  urgently 
pressed  the  extinction  of  the  Indian  title  upon  lands  within  their  respective  limits;  and,  after  its  extinc- 
tion, that  they  should  be  brought  into  market  as  rapidly  as  practicable.  The  liberal  policy  of  the  general 
government,  coinciding  with  the  wishes  of  the  new  States,  has  prompted  it  to  satisfy  the  wants  of 
emigrants  from  every  part  of  the  Union,  by  exhibiting  vast  districts  of  land  for  sale  in  all  the  new 
States  and  Territories,  thus  offering  every  variety  of  climate  and  situation  to  the  free  choice  of  settlers. 
From  these  causes  it  has  resulted  that  the  power  of  emigration  has  been  totally  incompetent  to  absorb 
the  immense  bodies  of  waste  lands  offered  in  the  market.  For  the  capacity  to  purchase  is,  after  all, 
limited  by  the  emigration  and  the  progressive  increase  of  population.  If  the  quantit}'  thrown  into  the 
market  had  been  quadrupled,  the  probability  is,  that  there  would  not  have  been  much  more  annually  sold 
than  actually  has  been.  With  such  extensive  flelds  for  selection  before  them,  purchasers,  embarrassed 
as  to  the  clioice  which  tiiey  should  make,  are  sometimes  probably  influenced  by  caprice  or  accidental 
causes.  Whilst  the  better  lands  remain,  those  of  secondary  value  will  not  be  purchased.  A  judicious 
farmer  or  planter  would  sooner  give  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre  for  first-rate  land  than  receive  as  a 
donation  land  of  inferior  quality  if  he  were  compelled  to  settle  upon  it. 

It  is  also  contended  that  the  price  of  the  public  land  is  a  tax;  and  that  at  a  period  when,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  payment  of  the  public  debt  and  the  financial  prosperity  of  the  United  States,  the  government 
is  enabled  to  disiiense  with  revemie,  that  tax  ought  to  be  reduced,  and  the  revenue  arising  from  the  sales 
be  thereby  diminished.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  if,  as  lias  been  before  stated,  the 
reduction  of  the  jirice  of  the  public  lands  should  stimulate  speculation,  tlie  consequence  would  probably 
be,  at  least  for  some  years,  an  augmentation  of  the  revenue  from  that  source.  Should  it  have  the  effect 
of  speculation  supposed,  it  would  probably  also  retard  the  settlement  of  the  new  States  by  placiug  the 
lands  engrossed  by  speculators,  in  anticipation  of  increased  value,  beyond  the  reach  of  emigrants.  If  it 
were  true  that  the  price  demanded  by  government  operated  as  a  tax,  the  question  would  still  remain 
whether  that  price  exceeded  the  fair  value  of  the  land  which  emigrants  are  in  the  habit  of  purchasing; 
and,  if  it  did  not,  there  would  be  no  just  ground  for  its  reduction.  And,  assuming  it  to  be  a  tax,  it  might 
be  proper  to  inquire  who  pays  the  tax  ?  the  new  or  the  old  States;  the  States  that  send  (jut  or  the  States 
that  receive  the  emigrants  ?  In  the  nest  place,  regarded  as  a  tax,  those  who  have  heretofore  made  pur- 
chases at  the  higher  rate,  have  already  paid  the  tax,  and  are  as  much  deserving  the  equitable  considera- 
tion of  government  as  those  who  might  hereafter  be  disposed  to  purchase  at  the  reduced  rate.  It  is 
proper  to  add  that  by  the  repeal  and  reduction  contemplated  of  duties  upon  articles  of  foreign  import, 
sulisequent  purchasers  of  the  public  lands,  as  far  as  they  are  consumers  of  those  articles,  will  share  in 
the  general  relief,  and  will  consequently  be  enabled  to  apply  more  of  their  means  to  the  purchase  of 
land. 

But  in  no  reasonable  sense  can  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  be  considjred  as  the  imposition  of  a  tax. 
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The  o-ovtM'liineiit,  in  tlicir  dispii.s;il,  acts  as  a  tnistco  for  the  wliule  jicoplc  of  the  rnitcil  States,  ain!,  in 
tliat  character,  hoKls  ami  oilers  tlicni  in  the  market.  Those  who  want  them  luiy  them,  heeansi'  it  is  their 
inclination  to  buy  tliem.  There  is  no  eoiii|iiilsioii  in  the  ease.  Thi'  |i\ireliase  is  peifeetlv-  voluiilaiv.  Iil<e 
that  of  any  other  artieh'  wliieh  is  oHeicd  in  the  maiUit.  In  making-  it  tlie  |mrehaser  hiolis  e.\elusi\cly  to 
his  own  interest.  Thi'  motiv<'  of  aiigmentin.ii,'  tlie  jiulilie  revenni',  nv  any  otiier  iiie|i\c  than  tlial  ol  his 
own  advantatje,  never  entt  rs  into  his  consideration,  'fhe  ^dvernmi-nl,  therefc.n-,  stand,-,  to  the  |iurcliaser 
in  the  rehition  merely  of  the  vendor  of  a  sidijeet  whieli  tiu'  |i\irehasei's  own  welfare  |iiom|its  him  to 
acquire;  aiul,  in  this  respect,  does  not  %arv  fnun  the  relation  which  exists  hetween  any  private  vendor  of 
waste  lands  and  the  purchaser  from  him.  Nor  does  the  ii.<r  to  which  the  l;i '\  <  i  nmenl  may  ihiid-;  propir  to 
apply  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  imMic  lanils  ixivr  the  smallest  strength  to  the  idea  that  the  pnn-hase 
of  them  is  tantamount  to  the  payment  of  a  ta.x.  'I'he  ,L;iivernment  may  emph^y  tlio.se  proceeds  as  a  part 
of  its  ordinary  revenue,  or  it  may  apply  thian  in  any  other  manner,  consistent  with  the  Constitution, 
which  it  deems  proper.  Revenue  and  ttixation  tire  not  always  relative  terms.  There  may  he  revenui' 
without  taxation.  There  may  bo  taxation  without  revenue.  There  may  be  s(uirces  of  established  ii'venue 
wiiich  not  oidy  do  imt  imidy,  luit  which  sii|>ersede,  taxation.  Is  the  consideration  jiaiil  for  land  to  a 
r)rivate  individual  to  be  deemed  a  tax  liecaiise  that  individual  may  ha|)pen  to  use  it  as  a  part  of  his 
income  ? 

2.  Is  the  reduction  t>\'  the  price  of  the  ]uiblic  lands  la'cessary  to  accelerate  the  setth'iiient  and  ])opn- 
latiou  of  the  States  within  which  they  are  situated  ?  Those  States  are  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri, 
Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Louisiana.  If  tlu'ir  u'rowlh  has  been  unreasoualily  slow  and  tardy,  we  may 
conclude  that  some  iVesh  impulse,  such  as  that  tiiidi/r  ciiiisidi'i  ation,  is  neednl.  Trior  to  Ihi'  treaty  of 
Greenville,  concluded  in  170."),  there  were  but  lew  settlements  within  the  limits  of  the  present  State  of 
Ohio.  Principally  since  that  |ieriod,  that  is,  within  a  term  I'f  ab(jut  forty  years,  that  .'~ta1e,  from  a  wihler- 
ness,  the  haunt  of  savages  and  wild  beasts,  has  risi/n  into  a  powerful  conunouwealth,  containing;  at  this 
time  a  jiopmlation  of  a  million  of  souls,  and  holdin.i;'  th<'  tli.rd  or  fourth  rank  amonj;'  the  largest  States  in 
the  Union.  During-  the  greater  part  of  that  term  th(>  iniidmum  [irice  of  the  luiblic  lands  was  two  dollars 
per  acre;  and  of  the  large  quantity  with  wdiich  the  settlement  of  that  State  commenced,  there  only 
remain  to  be  sold  5,580,834  acres. 

The  aggregate  population  of  the  United  States,  exclusive  of  the  I'erritories,  increased  from  the  year 
1820  to  1830  from  0,579,873  to  12,71t),607.  The  rate  of  the  increase  durin.g  the  whole  term  of  ten  years, 
inclnilin.g  a  fraction,  may  be  stated  at  thirty-three  per  cent.  The  principle  of  popiuhitioii  is  presumed  to 
have  full  scope  generally  in  all  jiarts  of  the  United  States.  Any  State,  tlierefiire,  which  has  exceeded  or 
fallen  short  of  that  rate  may  be  fairly  assumed  to  Inive  g'ained  or  lost,  by  emigration,  nearly  to  the  extent 
of  the  excess  (U-  deficiency.  From  a  tabh'  accompanying  this  report,  (marked  P>, )  the  Senate  will  see 
presented  various  interesting  views  of  the  progress  of  population  in  the  severtd  States.  In  that  table  it 
will  be  seen  that  each  of  eleven  States  exceeded,  and  each  rif  thirteen  fell  short  of,  an  im-rease  at  the 
average  rate  of  thirty-three  per  cent.  The  greatest  increase  during  the  term  was  in  the  State  of  Illinois, 
where  it  was  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  per  cent.,  or  at  the  rate  of  18|  per  cent,  per  annum;  and  the 
least  was  in  Delaware,  where  it  was  less  than  six  per  cent.  The  seven  States  embracing  the  public  lands 
had  a  population,  in  1820,  of  1,207,165,  and  in  1830,  of  2,238,802,  exliibiting  an  average  increase  of  85  per 
cent.  The  seventei-n  States  containin.!.;'  no  part  of  the  public  laitds  had  a  population,  in  1820,  of  8,372,707, 
and  in  1830,  of  10,477,805,  presenting  an  average  increase  of  only  25  per  cent.  The  thirteen  States 
whose  increase  according  to  the  table  was  below  33  pier  cent.,  contained,  in  1820,  a  population  of 
5,939,750,  and,  in  1830,  of  6,906,(500,  exhibiting  an  average  increase  <if  only  17  per  cent.  The  increase  of 
the  seven  new  States  upon  a  capital  which,  at  the  commencement  of  the  term,  was  1,207,165,  has  been 
greater  than  that  of  the  thirteen,  whose  capital  then  was  5,939,759.  In  three  of  the  eleven  States,  (Ten- 
nessee, Georgia,  and  Maine,)  whose  jiopnlation  exceeded  the  average  increase  of  33  per  cent.,  there  wer(! 
public  lands  bidonging  to  those  States;  and  in  the  fourth  (New  York)  the  excess  is  proliably  attributable 
to  the  rapid  growth  of  the  city  of  New  York,  to  waste  lauds  in  thi!  western  part  of  that  State,  and  to  tlii' 
great  development  of  its  vast  resources  by  means  of  extensive  internal  iiiiprtivenients. 

These  anthentic  views  u\'  the  progress  of  jiopulatii.m  in  the  seven  new  States,  demiriistrate  that  it  is 
most  rapid  and  gratifying;  that  it  needs  no  such  additional  stiuudus  as  a  further  reduction  in  the  price  of 
the  public  lauds;  and  that,  by  preservin,g'  and  persevering  in  the  established  system  for  selling  them,  the 
day  is  near  at  hand  when  those  States,  now  respectable,  may  becoiue  great  and  powerful  members  of  the 
confederacy. 

Complaints  exist  in  the  uew  States  that  larg(^  bodies  of  lands  in  their  respective  territ<u-ies,  being- 
owned  by  the  g-eneral  government,  are  exempt  from  taxation  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  State 
govenunents  and  other  local  charges;  thai  tliis  exemptiini  continues  for  five  years  after  the  sale  of  any 
particular  tract;  and  that  land  being-  the  principal  source  of  the  revenue  of  those  States,  an  undue  share 
of  the  burden  of  sustaining  the  expenses  of  the  State  gi.>vermucnts  falls  u])on  the  resident  po])ulation. 
To  all  these  complaints  it  may  be  answered,  that  by  voluntary  compacts  between  the  new  States,  respect- 
ively, and  the  general  .government,  five  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  of  all  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
included  within  tlieir  limits,  are  appropriated  for  internal  improvements  leading  to  or  within  those  .States; 
that  a  section  of  land  in  each  township,  or  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  the  whole  of  the  public  lands  embraced 
within  their  respective  boinularies,  has  been  reserved  for  purposes  of  educatiim;  and  that  the  jiolicy  of 
the  general  government  has  been  uniformly  marked  by  great  liberality  towards  the  new  States,  in  making- 
various  and  some  very  extensive  grants  of  the  public  lands  for  local  purposes.  But,  in  accordance  with 
the  same  spirit  of  liberality,  the  committee  would  recommend  an  appropriation  to  each  of  the  seven  States 
referred  to,  of  a  furthur  sum  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  that  part  of  the  public 
land  which  lies  within  it,  for  the  objects  of  internal  improvement  in  their  respective  limits.  The  tendency 
of  such  an  appropriation  will  be  not  onlj-  to  fieiiefit  those  Sttites,  but  to  eidtancc  tlie  value  of  the  public 
lands  remaiiung  to  be  sold. 

II.  The  committee  have  now  to  piroceed  to  the  other  branch  of  the  inquiry  which  they  were  required 
to  make,  that  of  the  expediency  of  ceding  the  ]iablic  lands  te)  the  several  States  in  which  they  are  situated, 
on  reasonable  terms.  The  inquiry  comprehends,  in  its  consequences,  a  cession  of  the  whole  putdic  domain 
of  the  United  States,  whether  lying  within  or  lieyond  the  limits  of  the  present  States  and  Territories. 
For  although  in  the  terms  of  the  inquiry  it  is  limited  to  the  new  States,  cessions  to  them  would  certainly 
be  followed  by  similar  cessions  to  other  new  States  as  they  may,  from  titne  to  time,  be  admitted  into  the 
Union.  Three  of  the  present  Territories  have  nearly  attained  the  requisite  population  entitling  tliein  to 
be  received  as  members  of  the  confederacy,  and  they  shortly  will  be  admitted.     Congress  could   not  con- 
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si.stentlj'  avoid  ceiling'  to  tliem  tlie  iniblic  lands  witliin  their  limits  after  having  made  such  cession  to  the 
other  States.  The  compact  with  the  .-^tate  (if  Oiiio  lunncd  llic  nmdel  iil'  compacts  with  all  the  other  new 
States  as  the.v  were  successively  admitted. 

Whetljer  the  question  of  a  transfer  of  the  i)ublic  lands  be  considered  in  the  limited  or  more  extcMisive 
view  of  it  whicli  has  been  stated,  it  is  one  of  tlie  highest  importance,  and  demanding  the  most  deliberate 
consideration.  From  the  statements  founded  on  official  reports  made  in  the  preceding  part  of  this  report, 
it  has  been  seen  that  the  quantity  of  unsold  and  unappropriated  lands  lying  within  the  limits  of  the  new 
States  and  Territories  is  340,871,75.3  acres,  and  the  quantity  beyond  those  limits  is  750,000,000,  presenting 
an  a.ggregate  of  1,090,871,753  acres.  It  is  difiScult  to  conceive  a  question  of  greater  magnitude  than  that 
of  relinquishing  this  immense  amount  of  national  jjroperly.  Estimating  its  value  according  to  the  mini- 
mum price,  it  presents  the  enormous  sum  of  81,363,589,001.  If  it  be  said  that  a  large  portion  of  it  will 
never  command  that  ])rice,  it  is  to  be  observed,  on  the  other  hand,  that  as  fresh  lands  are  brought  into 
market  and  exposed  to  sale  at  public  auction,  man_y  of  them  sell  at  prices  exceeding  one  dollar  and  a 
quarter  per  acre.  Supposing  the  public  lands  to  be  worth,  on  an  average,  one-half  of  the  minimum  price, 
tliey  would  still  present  the  immense  sum  of  $081,794,845.  The  least  favorable  view  which  can  be  taken 
of  them  is,  tliat  of  considering  them  a  capital  yielding  at  present  an  income  of  §3,000,000  annually. 
Assuming  the  ordinary  rate  of  six  ]jer  cent,  interest  per  annum  as  the  standard  to  ascertain  the  amount 
of  that  capital,  it  would  be  $50,000,000.  But  this  income  has  been  progressively  increasing.  The  average 
increase  during"  the  six  last  years  has  been  at  the  rate  of  twenty-three  per  cent,  per  annum.  Supposing 
it  to  continue  in  the  same  ratio,  at  tlie  end  of  a  little  more  than  four  years  the  income  would  be  doubled, 
and  make  the  capital  $100,000,000.  Whilst  the  population  of  the  United  States  increases  only  three  per 
cent,  per  annum,  the  increase  of  the  demand  for  the  jiublic  lands  is  at  the  rate  of  twenty-three  per  cent., 
furnishing  another  evidence  that  the  progress  of  eniigratinn  and  the  activity  of  sales  have  not  been 
checked  by  the  price  demanded  by  government. 

In  whatever  light,  therefore,  this  great  subject  is  viewed,  the  transfer  nf  tin-  |iublic  lands  from  the 
whole  people  of  the  United  States,  for  whose  benefit  they  are  now  held,  to  the  people  inhabiting  the  new 
States,  must  be  regarded  as  the  most  momentous  measure  ever  presented  to  the  consideration  ot  Congress. 
If  such  a  measure  could  find  any  justification,  it  must  arise  out  of  some  radical  and  incurable  defect  in 
the  ciHistruction  of  the  general  government  projjerly  to  administer  the  public  domain.  But  the  existence 
of  any  such  defect  is  contradicted  by  the  most  successful  experience.  No  branch  of  the  public  service 
has  evinced  more  sj'stem,  uniformity,  and  wisdom,  or  given  more  general  satisfaction,  than  that  of  the 
administration  of  the  public  lands. 

If  the  proposed  cession  to  the  new  States  were  to  be  made  at  a  fair  price,  such  as  tie  general  gov- 
ernment could  obtain  from  individual  purchasers  under  the  present  system,  there  would  be  no  UKjtive  for 
it,  unless  the  new  States  are  more  competent  to  dispose  of  the  public  lands  than  the  connnon  government. 
Tiiej-  are  now  sold  under  one  uniform  plan,  regidated  and  controlled  by  a  single  legislative  authority,  and 
the  practical  operation  is  perfectly  understood.  If  they  were  transferred  to  the  new  States,  the  subse- 
quent disposition  would  be  according  to  laws  enianating  from  various  legislative  sources.  Competition 
would  proljably  arise  between  the  new  States  in  the  terms  which  they  would  ofl'er  to  purchasers.  Each 
State  would  be  desirous  of  inviting  the  greatest  number  of  emigrants,  not  only  for  the  laudable  purpose 
of  populating  rapidly  its  own  territories,  but  with  the  view  to  the  acquisition  of  funds  to  enable  it  to 
fulfil  its  engagements  to  the  general  government.  Collisions  between  the  States  would  probably  arise, 
and  their  injurious  consequences  may  be  imagined.  A  spirit  of  hazardous  speculation  would  be  eng-en- 
dered.  Various  sclieincs  in  the  new  States  would  be  put  afloat  to  sell  or  divide  the  public  lands.  Com- 
panies and  combinations  would  be  formed  in  this  country,  if  not  in  foreign  countries,  presenting  gigantic 
and  tempting,  but  delusive  projects;  and  the  history  of  legislation,  in  some  of  the  States  in  the  Union, 
admonislies  us  that  a  to(j  ready  ear  is  sometimes  given  by  a  majority  in  a  legislative  ass(mibly  to  such 
projects. 

A  decisive  objection  to  such  a  transfer  for  a  fair  equivalent  is,  that  it  would  establish  a  new  and 
dangerous  relation  between  the  general  governmi'nt  and  the  new  States.  In  abolishing  the  credit  which 
had  been  allowed  to  jiurchasers  of  the  public  lands  prior  to  the  year  1820,  Congress  was  principally 
governed  by  the  consideration  of  the  inexpediency  and  hazard  of  accumulating'  a  large  amount  of  debt  in 
the  new  States,  all  bordering  on  each  other.  Such  an  accumulation  was  deemed  unwise  and  unsafe.  It 
presented  a  new  bond  of  interest,  of  sympathy,  and  of  union,  partially  operating  to  th(^  pijssible  prejudice 
of  the  common  bond  of  the  whole  Union.  l'>ut  that  debt  was  a  debt  due  from  individuals,  and  it  was 
attended  with  this  encouraging  security,  that  purchasers,  as  they  successivolj'  conqileted  the  jiayments 
for  their  lands,  would  natTU'ally  be  disposed  to  aid  the  government  in  enforcing'  payment  from  delinquents. 
The  project  which  the  committee  are  now  considering  is,  to  sell  to  the  States  in  their  sovereign  character, 
and,  consequently,  to  render  them  public  debtors  to  the  general  government  to  an  immense  amount.  This 
would  inevitablj'  create  between  the  debtor  States  a  common  feeling  and  a  common  interest,  distinct  from 
the  rest  of  the  Union.  These  States  are  all  in  tlie  western  and  southwestern  quarter  of  the  Union,  remotest 
from  the  centre  of  federal  power.  The  debt  would  be  felt  as  a  load  from  which  they  would  constantly  be 
desirous  to  relieve  themselves;  and  it  would  operate  as  a  strong  temptation,  weakening,  if  not  dangerous, 
to  the  existing  confederacy.  The  committee  have  the  most  animating  hopes  and  the  greatest  confidence 
in  the  strength  and  power  and  durability  of  our  happy  Union;  and  the  attachment  and  warm  afl'ection  of 
every  member  of  the  confederacy  cannot  be  doulited;  but  we  have  authority,  higher  than  human,  for  the 
instruction,  that  it  is  wise  to  avoid  all  temptation. 

In  the  State  of  Illinois,  with  a  population  at  the  late  census  of  157,445,  there  are  31,395,969  acres  of 
public  land,  including  that  part  on  which  the  Indian  title  remains  to  be  extinguished.  If  we  suppose  it 
to  be  worth  only  half  the  minimum  price,  it  would  amount  to  $19,032,480.  How  would  that  State  be  able 
to  pay  such  an  enormous  debt?     How  could  it  pay  even  the  annual  interent  upon  it? 

Supiiosing  the  debtor  States  to  fail  to  comply  with  their  engagements,  in  what  mode  could  they  be 
enforced  by  the  general  government?  In  treaties  between  independent  nations,  the  ultimate  remedy  is 
well  known.  Tiie  apprehension  of  an  appeal  to  that  remedy,  seconding  the  sense  of  justice  and  the  regard 
for  character  which  prevails  among  Christian  and  civilized  nations,  constitutes,  generally,  adequate 
security  for  the  performance  of  national  compacts  ;  but  this  last  remedy  would  be  totallj'  inadmissible  in 
case  (_)f  delinquency  on  the  part  of  the  debtor  States.  The  relations  between  tlie  general  government  and 
the  members  of  the  confederacy  are  happily  those  of  peace,  friendship,  and  fraternity,  and  exclude  all  idea 
of  force  and  war.  Could  the  judiciary  coerce  the  debtor  States  ?  On  wliat  could  their  process  operate  ? 
Could  the  property  of  innocent  citizens,  residing  within  the  limits  of  those  States,  be  justly  seized  by  the 
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general  g-nverniueiit  and  hclil  r('s|Minsilili'  I'm-  ilclits  ciiiitracinl  liy  tlie  Slates  (licnisi'lvcs  in  llirii  suvcrcij^-n 
cliaraeter  ?  Il'  a  iiinrtj^'age  mioii  the  lamls  it.Ii.I  xmtc  rctaincil,  thai  nmrt.u'a.^'i'  wnulil  pii'vcnt  nr  iclaid 
silbsei[Uelit  sales  l>_v  tlie  States  ;  ami  il'  iiuli\  i'liials  lMiiiL;lit,  siilijeel  |.i  the  enriiiiilnaiiee,  a  |iaii'iilal  govern- 
nient  emilil  iievei'  resurl  to  tin;  |iaiiit'iil  iiieasiire  iit'  ilistiirbiiij;'  them  in  their  |io,^sessi(ins. 

T)elini|Uenev  <in  the  |iart  el' llie  (lehtor  Slates  wenlil    lie    inevitaMe,  ami    then'    wnuhl    he    i Ileetual 

R'nieilv  ler  till' ilelini|ni'ney.  'rhev  wuiiM  ennie  aL;ain  ami  a,i;'ain  te  Congress  selieilini;'  lime  ami  imlnl- 
U'cnee,  nntil,  limlinL;'  the  wi'i^hl  of  the  ih'bt  inlnleiaMe,  Cenyress,  wearied  liy  n'ilerateil  a|i|ilii  at  inns  for 
ri'lief,  Wiaihl  linallv  icsnh  c  in  s|iiin,i;'e  ihe  debt  ;  ur,  if  ( 'en.L;a'ess  all  em  pled  to  enlbree  its  pay  mi  ail,  a  nut  he  i- 
and  worst'  alleiiiative  wnnlil  lie  endiraeed. 

If  tlie  pi'eposed  cession  be  made  for  a  piiee  mei'el\'  iiomina].  il  woidd  be  eoiiti-ary  to  the  express  eoii- 
ditions  of  the  original  eessions  from  piinulive  Slates  to  t'ongii'ss.  and  eonliaiy  1o  tin'  oliligalions  wliieh 
llie  g'eiiei'al  g'ovennnent  stands  nnder  to  the  whole  people  of  the  Iniled  Stales,  arising  out  of  the 
fact  llnit  the  acquisitions  of  Louisiana  and  Florida,  and  fnini  (ieorgia,  were  obtained  at  a  great  e.\|)ense, 
borne  IVom  the  connnon  treasure  and  incurred  for  the  connnon  benelit.  Such  a  gratuitous  cession  could 
not  be  made  without  a  positive  violation  of  a  solenui  trust,  and  without  manifest  injusliee  to  the  old 
States.  And  its  ineipudity  among  the  new  Stales  would  be  as  m.irked  as  ils  injustice  to  Ihe  old  would 
be  indefensible.  Thus,  Missouri,  with  a  populalinn  of  LKl.t.'i.'i,  would  acipiir(,'  oS,^!)!,  152  acres;  ami  the 
State  of  Ohio,  with  a  population  of '.i:)."i,SS4,  would  oblaiii  only  .'i,.'iS(i,s:;4  acres.  Supposing  a  division  of 
the  laud  among  the  citizens  of  those  two  .'states,  respectively,  the  eili/.eii  of  Oliio  wouhl  obtain  less  than 
six  acres  for  his  share,  and  theciti/.en  ol'  Missouri  upwards  of  two  hundred  and  se\enty-t\vo  acies  as  his 
proportion. 

Upon  full  and  tliorongh  consideration,  the  connnittee  have  come  to  the  eonelusiou  that  il  is  inexpedient 
either  to  reduce  the  price  of  the  jmblic  lands  or  to  cede  them  to  the  new  States.  They  believe,  on  Ihe 
contrary,  that  sound  jioliey  coincides  with  the  duty  which  has  devolved  on  the  general  government  to  the 
whole  of  the  States,  ami  the  whok'  of  the  people  of  the  I'liinn,  and  enjoins  the  preservation  of  the  ex- 
isting' system  as  having  been  tried  and  approved  after  long  and  triumphant  experience.  But,  in 
consequence  of  the  extraordinary  linancial  prosperity  which  the  Fnited  States  enjoy,  the  question  merits 
exauniiation,  whether,  whilst  the  g'cncral  government  steadily  ri'tains  the  control  of  this  great  national 
resource  in  its  own  hands,  after  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  the  pro(.'e(.'ds  of  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands,  no  longer  needed  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  government,  may  not  be  beneficially  ap- 
propriated to  some  other  objects  for  a  limited  time. 

Governments,  no  more  than  individuals,  should  be  seduced  or  intoxicated  by  pros):icrity,  however  tlat- 
terin,g  or  great  it  may  be.  Tlie  country  now  happily  enjoys  it  iii  a  most  unexampled  degree.  We  have 
abundant  reason  to  be  grateful  for  the  blessings  of  peace  and  plenty  and  freedom  fr(jm  debt  ;  but  we  must 
be  forgetful  of  all  history  and  experience,  if  we  indubge  the  delusive  hope  that  wo  shall  always  be  exempt 
from  calamity  and  reverses.  Seasons  of  national  advcrsitj",  of  suffering,  and  of  war,  will  assuredly  come. 
A  wise  goveriuncnt  should  expect  aiul  provide  for  them.  Instead  of  wasting  or  squandering  its  resources 
in  a  period  of  general  prosperitj^  it  should  husband  and  cherish  tlieni  for  those  times  of  trial  and  diiSculty 
which,  in  the  dispensations  of  Providence,  may  be  certainly  anticipated.  Entertaining  these  views,  and 
as  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lauds  are  not  wanted  for  onliiuiry  revenue,  which  will  be 
abundantlj-  supplied  from  the  imposts,  the  committee  respectfully  recommend  tliat  an  appropriation  of 
tlieni  be  made  to  some  other  purpose  for  a  limited  time,  sul.iject  to  be  resumed  in  the  contingency  of  war. 
Should  such  an  event  unfortunately  occur,  the  fund  may  bo  withdrawn  from  its  peaceful  destination  and 
applied  in  aid  of  other  means — to  the  vigorous  jirosecution  of  the  war,  and  afterwards  to  the  payment  of 
any  debt  which  may  be  contracted  in  consequence  of  its  existence  ;  and  when  peace  shall  be  ag'ain 
restored,  and  the  debt  of  the  new  war  shall  have  been  extinguished,  the  fund  may  be  ag-ain  appropriated 
to  some  lit  object  other  than  that  of  the  ordinary  expenses  of  government.  Thus  may  this  great  resource 
be  preserved  and  rendered  subservient,  in  peace  and  in  war,  to  the  common  benefit  of  all  the  States  com- 
posing the  Unioi:. 

The  inquiry  remains,  what  ought  to  be  the  specific  apiilication  of  the  fund  nnder  the  restriction  stated  ? 
After  deducting  the  ten  jier  cent,  proposed  to  be  set  apart  for  the  new  States,  a  portion  of  the  committee 
would  have  preferred  that  the  residue  sliould  be  apiplied  to  the  objects  of  internal  improvement,  and  colo- 
nization of  the  free  blacks,  under  the  direction  of  the  general  government  ;  but  amajority  of  the  committee 
believe  it  better,  as  an  alternative  for  the  scheme  of  cession  to  the  new  States,  and,  as  being  most  likely 
to  give  general  satisfaction,  that  the  residue  be  divided  among  the  twentj'-four  States  according  to  their 
federal  representative  population,  to  be  applied  to  education,  internal  improvement,  or  colonization,  or  to 
the  redenq)tion  of  any  existing  debt  contracted  for  internal  improvement,  as  each  State,  judging  for  itself, 
shall  deem  most  conformable  with  its  own  interests  and  policy.  Assuming'  the  annual  product  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  to  be  three  million  of  dollars,  the  table  hereto  annexed,  marked  C,  shows  what 
each  State  would  be  entitled  to  receive  according  to  the  principle  of  division  which  has  been  stated.  In 
order  that  the  projiriety  of  the  proposed  appropriation  should  again,  at  a  day  not  very  distant,  be  brought 
under  the  review  i.if  Congress,  the  committee  would  recommend  that  it  be  limited  to  a  period  of  five  years, 
subject  to  the  condition  of  war  not  breaking  out  in  the  mean  time.  By  an  appropriation  so  restricted  as 
to  time,  each  State  will  be  enabled  to  estimate  the  probable  extent  of  its  proportion,  and  to  adapt  its 
measures  of  education,  improvement,  or  colonization,  or  extinction  of  existing  debt,  accordingly. 

In  conf.irmitj'  with  the  views  and  principles  whicli  the  committee  have  now  submitted,  they  beg  leave 
to  report  the  accompanying  bill,  entitled  "An.  act  to  appri.njriate,  for  a  limited  time,  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States." 
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A. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitiing  reports  as  to  the  quantity  of  public  lands  unsold;  the 
quantity  granted  for  internal  improvements,  educaiion,  and  charitable  institutions;  the  amount  paid  for 
title  to  p)ublic  lands;  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  sale  ojf  the  public  lands,  and  in  settling  titles  of  claimants, 
and  tJie  amount  received  for  land  sold. 

Treasury  Department,  April  ti,  1832. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  two  resob'.tions  of  the  ILui.se  of  Representatives,  passed  on  the  25th  of 
January  hist,  in  the  following-  terms: 

"  hesolved.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  requested  to  furnish  this  House  with  a  statement 
showing-  the  quantity,  in  acres,  of  public  land  unsold  at  the  time  of  the  last  quarterly  return  of  sales,  and 
within  the  limits  of  the  several  States  and  organized  Territories,  distinguishing-  that  part  to  which  the 
Indian  title  had  been  extinguished;  also,  tlte  number  of  acres  which  have  been  appropriated  for  internal 
im|)rovements,  education,  or  charitable  institutions,  showing,  under  separate  heads,  the  quantity  of  land 
unsold  in  each  State  and  Territorj',  and  to  what  States  and  Territories,  or  bodies  politic,  grants  of  land 
liave  been  made,  and  the  quantity  to  each. 

"  i?tf.so/ufrf,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  inform  this  House  what  amount  of  money  has  been 
paid  by  the  United  States  for  the  title  to  the  public  lands,  including  the  payments  made  under  the 
Louisiana  and  Florida  treaties  ;  the  compact  with  Georgia  ;  the  settlement  with  the  Yazoo  claimants  ;  the 
contracts  with  the  several  Indian  tribes  ;  and  the  expenditures  for  compensation  to  commissioners,  clerks, 
surveyors,  and  other  ofHcers  employed  by  the  United  States  for  the  management  and  sale  of  the  western 
domain  ;  also  the  gross  amount  of  money  received  at  the  public  treasury  as  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  public 
lands,  and  the  sum  still  due  from  supjjosed  solvent  purchasers,"  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  statement 
from  the  Commissioner  of  tiie  General  Land  Office,  (marked  A,)  containing  the  information  required  by 
the  first  resolution,  and  a  statement  from  the  Register,  (marked  B,)  containing  that  required  by  the  second 
resolution. 

In  answer  to  the  inquiry  res|:iecting  "  the  sum  still  due  from  supposed  solvent  purchasers,"  I  have  to 
remark  that,  agreeably  to  law,  all  lauds  which  had  been  further  credited  under  the  relief  laws  passed  in 
the  years  1821,  1822,  and  1823,  which  were  not  paid  for  on  the  4th  of  July,  1829,  have  reverted  to  the 
United  States,  and  the  moneys  paid  thereon  are  declared  to  be  forfeited.  There  is  tliereforc,  at  the  present 
time,  no  debt  due  from  purchasers  of  public  lands. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  j'our  obedient  servant, 

LOUIS  McLANE,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Hon.  Speaker  cf  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States. 


A. 

Statement  rendered  in  jnirsuance  cf  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  January  25,  1832. 


Estimated  amount  of  acres  un- 
sold  of  lands  to  which  the 
Indian    and    foreign     titles 
have  been  extinguished. 

Estimated  amount  of  acres  to 
which    the  Indian  title  has 
not  been  extinguished. 

Appropriated   for  internal  improvements, 
education,  or  charitable  institutions. 

% 

.2  a 

|s, 

•a 

CO 

§ 

'■4-3 

> 

CD 

a 
"3 

c  o 
2  •- 

State  or  Territory. 

Number  of  acres  for 
internal    improve- 
ments. 

Number  of  acres  for 
colleges,  academies, 
and  universities. 

The  one  thirty-sixth 
part  of  public  lands 
appropriated       for 
common  schools. 

■§2 

1.1 

to  <a 

.1  S 

1* 

Ohio 

5,242,221 
12,699,096 
28,237,859 
34,547,152 
21,211,465 
20,167,725 
25.198,234 
17,883,681 
31,912,381 
30,194,070 

344,613 
3,681,040 
3,158,110 
3,744,000 
6,529,280 
7,760,890 

922,937 
384,  728 
480,000 

•"'92,800 
46,080 
46,080 
46,080 
46,080 
46,560 
46,080 
46,080 
46,  080 
46,080 

678,576 
{556,184 
977,457 
1,086,639 
685,884 
722,190 
873,973 
543,893 
950,258 
877,484 

t43,525 
§23,040 

1,737,838 

2,560 
2,560 
2,449 
1,280 
1,620 

23,040 

206,128 

46,080 

1,012,592 
1,712,225 
1. 181.248 

Missouri 

Mississippi 

733,244 

400,000 

23,040 

1,216,450 
920  053 

Louisiana 

Michigan 

82,905,536 

288,000 

5,166,500 

10,000 

599,973 

Ark.ansas 

996,338 

Florida 

1123,040 

1,120 

947,724 

Aggregate*}... 

227,293,884 

113,577,869 

2,187,665 

508,000 

7,952,538 

89,605 

21,589 

298,288 

11,057,685 

"  Including  salt  spring  reservations  which  are  authorized  to  be  sold  by  the  State,   and   the  proceeds  applied   to   literary 
purposes 

t  Section  No.  29,  appopriated  for  religious  purposes,  in  the  purchases  made  by  John  C.  Symmes  and  the   Ohio  Company. 
j  Including  lands  appropriated  for  schools  in  Clark's  grant. 
§  For  the  benefit  of  the  Connecticut  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum. 
II  For  the  benefit  of  the  Kentucky  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum. 
^The  aggregate  of  unsold  lands  is  to  the  31st  December,  1831. 

ELIJAH  HATWAED. 
Gexebal  Land  Office,  Ajiril  2,  1832. 
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B. 

Statement  of  the  amount  uf  moneij  ivhirh  has  Ix'en  paid  by  the  United  Stales  for  the  title  to  the  public  lands, 
including  the  imyments  made  under  the  Louisiana  and  Florida  treaties)  the  compact  with  Georgia;  the 
i^etllement  wdh  the  Yazoo  claimants;  the  contracts  icith  the  several  Indian  tribes;  and  the  expenditures  for 
compensation  to  commissioners,  clerks,  surveyors,  and  other  officers  employedby  the  United  States  for  the 
management  and  sale  of  the  ivestern  domain;  also  the  gross  amount  of  money  received  at  the  public  treasury 
as  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  public  lands,  stated  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  rf  Pajjresenta- 
tives  of  the  ibth  of  January,  1832. 

Payment  on  account  uf  tlic  purchase  of  I^ouisiana: 

Principal $14,984,872  28 

Interest  un  §11,250.000   8,529,3.53  43 

§23,514,225  71 

Payment  on  account  of  th(.'  purchase  of  Florida: 

Principal 4,085,599  82 

Interest  to  SOth  .'September.  1831 l,265,41Ci   07 

0,251,010  49 

Payment  of  compact  witli  Geor;;'ia 1,065,484  06 

Payment  of  the  .settlement  with  the  Yazoo  claimants 1,830,808  04 

Payment  of  contracts  with  several  Indian  tribes,  (all  expenses  on  account  of  Indians,)  11,852,182  56 

Payment  of  commissioners,  clerks,  and  other  officers  employed   liy  the  United  States 

for  the  management  and  sale  of  the  western  <lomain 3,563,834  54 

48,077,551  40 

Amount  of  moncv  received  at  tlie  treasury  as  the  proceeds  of  public  lands,  to  the  oOth 

September,  1831 ' 37,272,713  31 

Treasury  Departme.m,  Register's  Office,  Fehrvarif  1,  1832. 

T.  L.  SMITH,  Register. 


B. 

A  statement  e.rhihiting  various  comjjarative  vieivs  of  the  progress  of  the  population  of  the  United  States,  and  in 
diffei-ent  States,  derived  from  the  census  of  1820  and  the  census  of  1830. 


t£.S 

'5  3 


24 

19 

18 

23 

21 

9 

5 

11 

17 

1 

12 

3 

6 

16 

20 

7 

8 

13 

4 

2 

15 
10 
14 


55, 
127, 
147, 
66, 
75, 
420, 
581, 
340, 
153, 


1,  Oi 

298, 

1,  049, 

564, 

235, 

83, 

523, 

502, 

277, 

638, 

1,  065, 

244, 

407, 

275, 


211 
901 
178 
586 
448 
813 
434 
989 
407 
812 
335 
313 
317 
764 
059 
287 
741 
575 
829 
366 
161 
350 
248 
749 


9,579,873 


157,445 
309,  527 
343,  031 
140,  455 
136,  621 
681,  904 
935,  884 
516,  823 
215,739 

1,913,  131 
399,  437 

1,348,233 
687,917 
280,  657 
97,  194 
610,  408 
581,  185 
320,  823 
737,987 

1,211,405 

269,  328 

447,  040 

297,  075 

76,  748 


12,716,597 


20 
15 
13 
21 
22 

7 

4 

10 
19 

1 
12 

2 

6 

17 

23 

8 

9 

14 

5 

3 

18 

11 

16 

24 


States  according  to  the  ratio  of 
increase. 


Illinois 

Alabama 

Indiana 

Missouri 

Mississippi 

Tennessee 

Ohio 

Georgia 

Louisiana 

New  York 

Maine 

Pennsylvania  .  .  . 

Kentucky 

Vermont 

Rhode  Island .  .  .  . 
Massachusetts .  . . 
South  Carolina... 

New  Jersey 

North  Carolina  . . 

Virginia 

New  Hampshire  . 

Marjdand 

Connecticut 

Delaware 


185. 
142. 
133. 
110. 

81. 
62, 
60. 
51. 
40. 
39. 
33. 
28. 
21, 
19, 
17, 
16 
15, 
15 
15 
13 
10 
09 
OS 
05 


16 
00 
07 
93 
07 
04 
96 
56 
63 
36 
88 
48 
90 
04 
01 
64 
60 
58 
52 
70 
30 
74 
14 
49 


32.74 


rt2 


rt  CO 

0   i-H 


102,  234 

181,  626 

195,  853 

73,  869 

61,  173 
261,  091 
354,  450 
175,  834 

62,  332 
540,  319 
101,  102 
298,  920 
123,  600 

44,  893 
14,  135 
87,  121 
78,444 
43,  248 
99,  158 


146, 

25, 


039 

167 

39,  090 

22,  427 

3,  999 


3,  13t;,  724 
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Population  of  thu  t\veiity-f..ur  States  in  1820 9,519,813 

Do do in  1830 12,116,591 

Actual  increase 3,136,124 

Kate  of  increase 32.14 


Of  the  eleven  States  whose  ratio  of  increase  is  greater  in  the  annexed  table  than  32.14,  the 
asrcrrcsratc  population  was — 

°"  IiT  1820 3,640,114 

In  1830 5,149,991 

Actual  increase ^,109,883 


Ratio  of  increase 51.96 


Of  these  eleven  States,  the  seven  containing-  the  public  domain  had  a  population  of — 

In  1820 : 1,201,165 

In  1830 2,238,102 


Actual  increase 1,031,531 


Ratio  of  increase 85.45 


The  remaining  four  of  the  eleven,  viz,  Tennessee,  Georgia,  New  York,  and  Maine,  had  a 
population  of — 

In  1820 2,432,949 

In  1830 3,511,295 


Actual  increase 1,018,346 


Rate  of  increase 44.32 


The  seventeen  States  having  none  of  the  public  lands  had  a  population  of — 

In  1820 8,312,101 

In  1830 10,411,895 


Actual  increase 2,105,188 


Rate  of  increase 25.14 


The  thirteen  States  whose  increase,  according  to  the  annexed  table,  is  below  32.14,  had  a 
population  of — 

In  1820 5,939,159 

In  1830 6,966,600 


Actual  increase 1,026,841 


Rate  of  increase 11.28 


In  1820  the  population  of  the  seven  States  containing  the  public  lands,  viz,  Illinois,  Alabama,  Indiana, 
Missouri,  Mississippi,  Ohio,  and  Louisiana,  bore  to  the  whole  population  of  the  tfnited  States  the  proportion 
of  1  to  1.05,  or  about  Jth.     In  1830  it  was  as  1  to  5.23,  a  little  less  than  l-5th. 

In  1820  the  population  of  the  same  seven  States  was  to  the  population  of  the  remaining  seventeen 
States  as  1  to  0.94,  or  about  l-1th.     In  1830  it  was  as  1  to  4.68 — more  than  l-5th,  and  nearly  3-lOths. 

In  1820  the  population  of  the  same  seven  States  was  to  that  of  the  remaining  four  of  the  eleven  whose 
increase  is  above  the  common  ratio,  viz,  (Tennessee,  Georgia,  New  York,  and  Maine,)  as  1  to  2.015,  or 
something  less  tlian  i.     In  1830  it  was  as  1  to  1.55,  or  about  jds. 

In  1820  the  population  of  the  same  seven  States  was  to  that  of  the  thirteen  States  whose  increase  is 
below  the  common  ratio  as  1  to  4.92,  or  about  l-5th.     In  1830  it  was  1  to  3.11,  or  about  |d. 

In  1820  the  population  of  the  seven  land  States  was  about  Jth  of  the  population  of  all  the  States.  Their 
increase  in  ten  years  is  to  the  whole  increase  as  1  to  3.04,  or  about  ^d. 

In  1820  the  population  of  these  seven  States  was  equal  to  about  l-1th  of  that  of  the  other  seventeen 
States.     The  increase  of  the  former  in  ten  years  is  to  that  of  the  latter  as  1  to  2.04,  about  |. 

In  1820  the  population  of  these  seven  States  equalled  about  jds  of  that  of  the  four  other  States  whose 
increase  is  above  the  common  ratio,  viz,  Tennessee,  Georgia,  New  York,  and  Maine.  The  increase  of  the 
former  in  ten  years  is  to  that  of  the  latter  as  1  to  1.04,  or  very  nearly  equal. 

In  1820  the  population  of  these  seven  States  was  about  l-5tli  of  that  of  the  thirteen  States  whose 
increase  is  below  the  common  ratio.  The  increase  of  these  former  in  ten  years  is  to  that  of  the  latter  as 
1  to  0.995,  a  little  more  than  equal. 
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Statement  shoiring  the  dividend  of  each  Slate  (according  to  -it.-t  federal  population)  in  the  jinn'ccd.-f  uf  lh<'  jhiIiHc 
landu,  after  deducting  therefrom  jiftrcn  per  cent,  as  an  additional  dividend  for  /he  S/ates  in  u-hirh  l/ie  jndilij; 
land  is  situated. 


States. 

Fecifial  popula- 
tion  1830. 

yliares  in  procueils 
of  public  llaiKls. 

^[aine  

399,  437 
2G9,  326 
610,  408 
280,  057 
97,  194 
297,  065 

1,  918,  553 
319,  922 

1,  348,072 

75,  432 

405.  843 

1,  023,  503 
639,  747 
455,  025 
429,  811 
202,  508 
110,358 
171,  694 
625,  203 
621,  832 
935,  884 
343,  031 
157,  147 
130,  419 

$85,  387   48 
57  573  71 

New  Hampshire 

Mussaclnisutts 

130  487  59 

Vermont 

59   995   93 

Rhode  Island 

20  770  12 

Connecticut 

63  631   72 

New  York 

410   128  29 

New  .Jersey 

68  389  59 

Penns3-lvania 

Delaware 

28S,  176  64 
15   ''02   93 

Maryland 

SC)   756  89 

Vir'>"inia 

218,  793  82 

136.  758  45 

97,  270  51 

91   880  52 

North  Oarolina 

Sleuth  Carolina 

(iciirgia 

Alabama 

56  110  22 

Mississippi 

Louisiana 

23,591   19 
36  702  95 

Tennessee 

133'  662  21 

Kentucky 

132  928  77 

Ohi.i 

900  063  54 

Indiana 

73,  329  59 
33  593  25 

Illinois 

Missouri     

27  879  68 

11,  928,  731 

Estimated  proceeds  of  lands,  $3,000,000;  deduct  15  per  cent.,  $450,000,  and  $2,550,000  remaiuii  to  bo 
divided  among-  all  the  States  according  to  their  population. 


22n   CONGRKSS.] 


No.  1054. 


[1st  Session. 


ON  THE  PROPOSITION  TO  SELL  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS  TO  THE  STATES  IN  WHICH  THEY  LIE. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOCSE  OF  RErREr^EXTATIVES    APRIL   17,    1832. 

Mr.  WicKLiFFE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  annual  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  relates  to  the  public  lands,  reported: 

The  subject  has  received  by  the  committee  that  consideration  which  its  importance  deserves. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  upon  the  subject  of  the  public  lands  is,  that 
Congress  now  "  decide  upon  the  propriety  of  dispi.ising  of  all  the  pulilic  lands,  in  the  ag-gregate,  to  those 
States  within  whose  territorial  limits  they  lie,  at  a  fair  price,  to  be  settled  in  such  manner  as  niig-ht  be 
satisfactory  to  all.  The  aggregate  price  of  the  whole  may  then  be  apportioned  among  the  several  States 
of  the  L^nion,  according  to  such  equitable  ratio  as  may  be  crmsistent  with  the  objects  of  the  original 
cession,  and  the  proportion  of  each  may  be  paid  or  secured  directl3'  to  the  others  by  the  respective  States 
purchasing  the  land." 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  any  such  disposition  at  this  time  of  the  ]iublic  land,  and  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  proceeds,  as  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  would  be  inexpedient;  that 
it  would  paralyze  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  younger  States  if  they  could  be  seduced  into  the 
purchase  at  any  price  which  the  older  States  would  deem  reasonable. 

The  reasons  urged  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  favor  of  this  disposition  of  the  public  domain 
are  understood  to  be,  1st.  That  the  amount  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  is  no  longer  required 
in  aid  of  the  revenue  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt  and  the  support  of  govennnent. 

2d.  That  such  a  disposition  (if  the  public  lands  is  well  calculated  to  remove  all  cause  of  difficulty  with 
the  general  government  and  the  States  upon  the  subject  of  these  lands. 

The  committee  are  aware  tliat  the  period  has  arrived  when  the  public  debt  may  be  considered  as  paid; 
when  the  government  will  no  longer  need  an  annual  revenue,  derived  from  taxation  and  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands,  equal  to  the  average  annual  amount  collected  under  the  present  revenue  system. 

It  becomes  the  duty  of  Congress  to  reduce  the  receipts  into  the  treasury  from  all  sources  to  the 
reasonable  demands  of  the  public  service,  after  the  payment  of  the  national  debt.  It  is  a  duty  which 
ought  to  be  performed  at  the  present  session  of  Congress,  and  its  prompt  discharge  is  demanded  by  the 
highest  consideration  of  patriotism.  ]t  ought  not,  it  cannot  be  longer  deferred,  with  justice  to  the  country 
or  safety  to  the  government. 
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In  this  reduction  of  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  government  it  is  i-ecommended  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  that  the  duties  upon  imports  should  be  so  regulated,  for  the  present,  at  least,  as  to  continue 
adequate  protection  to  the  home  industry  of  the  country.  In  his  opinion,  after  the  discharge  of  the 
national  debt,  the  expenditures  of  the  government,  as  now  authorized  by  law,  will  not  exceed  $13,000,000. 
To  give  the  protection  necessary  to  our  domestic  manufactures,  a  revenue  of  $15,000,000  is  proposed  by 
the  Secretary  to  be  retained,  derivable  from  sources  other  than  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  he 
recommends  an  augmentation  of  the  expenses  of  the  government  to  that  sum  annually;  that  the  whole  of 
this  sum  shall  be  collected  by  impost  duty,  the  sale  of  the  bank  stock  and  of  the  public  lands  is  recom- 
mended. 

The  committee,  in  the  discharge  of  the  duty  assigned  them  under  the  resolve  of  the  House,  arc  not 
called  upon  to  ])resent  their  reasons  for  witiiholding  their  assent  to  so  much  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
(if  the  Treasury  as  proposes  to  augment  the  ordinary  and  annual  expenditures  of  the  government  beyond 
the  $13,000,000. 

The  Sources  from  which  the  revenue  of  the  government  has  been  derived  are,  1st,  imports;  2d,  public 
lands;  3d,  bank  stock. 

It  is  proposed  by  the  Secretary  to  withdraw  the  public  land.s  from  the  sources  of  revenue,  to  sell  the 
bank  stock,  and  to  leave  the  $15,000,000  to  be  collected  upon  the  imports  of  the  countrj',  and  in  this  mode 
to  atford  temporary  and  permanent  protection  to  the  manufacturing  interests  of  the  country. 

Whilst  the  immediate  benefits  resulting  from  this  protection  are  almost  exclusively  confined  to  the 
northern  and  eastern  sections  of  the  Union,  already  in  the  enjoyment  of  more  than  a  due  proportion  of  the 
advantages  resulting  from  the  expenditures  of  the  public  money,  it  is  proposed  that  the  new  States  shall 
further  contribute  to  their  prospcritj'  and  capital  by  the  purchase  of  the  public  lands,  and  by  becoming 
bound  to  the  States,  directly  and  individually,  for  the  payment. 

The  committee  do  not  assent  to  such  a  modification  of  the  revenue  of  the  country,  or  to  such  a  dispo- 
sition of  its  present  sources. 

The  public  lands  should  not  be,  they  have  not  beer.,  regarded  as  a  profitable  source  of  revenue  to  the 
federal  government;  nor  should  they  be  converted  into  the  means  of  wealth  to  the  several  States.  They 
should  be  fostered  and  disi)osed  of  by  the  national  government  in  such  manner  and  upon  such  terms  as 
will  V)e  subservient  to  the  building  up  of  great  and  flourishing  communities,  whose  members,  when  inter- 
ested in  and  attached  to  the  soil,  will  give  jihysical  strength  and  moral  force  to  the  nation. 

It  is  true  that  our  government  has  attained  that  condition,  unexampled  in  the  history  of  nations,  when 
it  has  become  the  dutj'  of  the  taxing'  power  to  lessen  and  not  to  increase  public  exaction.s  upou  the  labor 
of  the  citizen.  The  diminution  to  be  made  should  be  extended  with  imiiartial  justice  to  all  the  sources 
from  which  revenue  is  derived,  when  that  can  lie  done  without  jeoparding  any  of  the  great  interests  of  the 
country.  We  should  exact  from  each  source  in  proportioii  to  its  ability  to  paj',  and  take  from  none  more 
than  the  (lemand.s  of  the  g'overnment  require. 

If,  then,  t!ie  amount  fif  tax  imposed  uprm  imports,  and  the  revenue  derived  from  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands,  are  greater  than  the  just  and  ordinary  expenses  of  the  government  demand — and  all  admit  that  they 
are — that  amount  siiould  be  reduced,  and  reduced  by  lessening  the  exactions  made  from  each  in  a  fair  and 
just  proportion.  Tiie  reduction  upon  the  revenue  derived  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  to  be  effectual 
and  beneficial,  must  be  made  in  the  price  at  which  they  are  to  be  sold. 

If  the  amount  now  received  into  the  treasury  be  not  required  for  the  purposes  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment, (and  such  seems  to  he  a  conceded  fact,)  the  committee  are  of  opinion  it  would  be  a  better  mode  to 
rid  the  national  treasury  of  this  unnecessary  and  dangerous  influx  of  public  money,  to  reduce  the  price 
of  the  public  domain,  (and  thereby  render  the  acquisition  of  a  home  easy  to  all  in  every  condition  of  life,) 
than  to  sell  the  lands  to  the  younger  States,  if  the_y  were  willing  to  buy  and  able  to  pay.  A  sale  to  them 
upon  any  terms  the  most  reasonable,  in  the  opinion  of  the  older  States,  must  render  them  tributary  to, 
and  dependent  upon,  their  more  prosperous  and  opulent  sisters  of  the  confederacy.  Their  present  popu- 
lation would  be  encumbered  v/ith  a  debt,  to  be  transmitted  as  a  cur.se  to  tlieir  posterity,  the  interest  of 
which  they  would  be  unable  to  pay  by  the  sales  of  the  lands  which  they  could  etfect. 

The  whole  amount  of  public  lands  in  the  States  and  Territories  remaining  unsold  at  this  time  may 
be  estimated  at  340, 818, 113  acres.  The  lowest  sum  per  acre  at  which  the  United  States  would  he  justified 
in  selling,  according  to  the  opinions  of  many  who  have  spoken  upon  this  subject,  has  been  thirty  cents 
per  acre;  others  have  fixed  fifty  cents.  A  sale  at  thirty  cents  per  acre  would  produce  a  debt  upon  the 
new  States  alone  of  $54, 751, 705  50,  the  annual  interest'of  which,  at  six  per  cent.,  would  be  $3,285,402  33 — 
a  sum  greater  tlian  the  past  or  future  annual  average  receipts  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  under 
the  present  land  sj'stem  of  the  United  States. 

If  such  a  disposition  of  the  public  lauds  could  lie  maintained  upon  principles  of  sound  policy  as  to 
the  United  States,  can  it  be  seriously  contended  by  any  one  that  the  States  in  which  these  lands  are 
situate  could  be  induced  to  make  the  purchase,  and  place  themselves  under  mortgage  to  the  other  States 
for  the  payment  of  the  principal,  wlien  the  estate  purchased  would  not  yield  annually  a  sum  equal  to  the 
interest?  The  committee  do  not  believe  that  any  State  in  this  Union  would  pursue  a  policy  so  suicidal, 
and  therefore  deem  it  wholly  useless  to  propose  to  the  States  any  terms  upon  which  they  may  become 
the  purchasers  of  the  public  lands  within  their  respective  limits. 

The  second  consideration  presented  by  the  report,  as  an  argument  in  favor  of  a  sale  of  the  public 
lands  to  the  new  States  is,  that  it  would  be  well  calculated  to  remove  all  cause  of  difficulty  with  the 
general  government  and  the  States  upon  the  subject  of  the  public  lands.  What  is  cause  of  di'fficulty,  to 
be  removed  by  adopting  the  course  recommended,  is  not  indicated  by  the  report. 

If  it  be  that  exhausting  operation  and  consequent  embarrassment  produced  by  the  constant  drain  of 
the  circulating  medium  from  the  west,  the  result  of  the  action  of  the  federal  government  upon  the  subject 
of  the  public  lands,  to  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  alludes,  the  remedy  proposed  will  not  cure  the 
evil  unless  it  can  be  demonstrated  that  the  States,  separately,  will  exact  less  and  disburse  more  money 
in  the  purchasing  States  than  the  States  united. 

Whilst  the  eeneral  government  shall  continue  to  derive  a  revenue  from  the  sales  of  public  lands  it 
may  be  expected,  at  least  it  should  be  hoped  for,  that  in  some  mode  a  sum  of  money  equal  to  the  exactions 
for  the  public  lands  will  be  thrown  back  by  public  disbursements  in  those  States  so  much  affected  by  this 
constant  drain  of  their  circulating  medium. 

Can  it  be  believed  that  when  the  proceeds  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  luiblic  lands  shall  become 
the  separate  property  of  the  States,  according  to  any  ratio  of  division  which  will  be  agreed  upon,  the 
amount  derived  annually  from  the  debtor  by  the  creditor  States,  either  for  interest  or  principal,  will  be 
returned  into  circulation  among  those  States  thus  made  tributary? 
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This  (lifliculty  and  complaint  of  the  new  States  witli  and  against  tlie  general  govcrment  will  only 
be  transl'erred  to  the  several  States  who  become  the  receivers,  and  instead  of  peace,  concord,  and 
harmony  among  the  States  we  may  expect  to  witness  discontent  and  discord,  bitter  and  nnceasing. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasurj-  may  probably  iiave  reference  to  a  pretension  advanced  by  some  politi- 
cians by  which  the  right  and  title  of  the  United  States  tn  the  lands  within  the  several  States  have  been 
denied;  if  so,  this  is  a  question  which  the  committee  will  not  discuss.  If  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
right  of  the  ITnited  States  to  these  lands  by  the  organic  laws  of  the  States  in  which  they  are  situate  does 
not  protect  them  from  the  claims  set  up  for  some  of  the  States  by  a  few  politicians  who  labor  to  give  to 
the  terms  "  free  and  sovereign  State"  some  magical  influence,  and  thence  draw  strange  conclusions, 
nothing  which  the  con.nnittee  can  say  by  way  of  argument  can  save  the  public  domain  from  this  newly 
discovered  right  in  the  States.  It  will  be  time  emiugh  to  argue  this  question  whenever  the  States  shall 
attempt  to  ajipropriate  the  jniblic  lands.  The  comndttee  are  uf  npinion  that  ''no  cause  of  difiicidty  with 
the  general  government  and  the  States''  ever  can  arise  upon  this  question;  at  all  events,  tiiat  it  is  not 
expedient  to  avoid  it  by  disposing  of  the  public  lands  as  recommende<l. 

In  connexion  with  this  subject  the  committee  have  been  called  upim  to  considt-r  tlie  pnlicy  (so  often 
the  subject  of  debate  in  the  House  of  Representatives)  of  dividing  the  proceeds  of  tlie  public  lands 
among'  the  several  States.  This  is  a  question  surrounded  by  more  dithculty  and  embarrassment,  and  one 
upon  which  the  committee  were  unable  to  unite  in  opinif)n.  A  majority  of  the  committee,  however,  believe 
that  any  pledge  or  disjiosition  of  the  proceeds  of  tlie  public  lands  among  the  States  for  State  purposes, 
before  the  money  shuuld  have  reached  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  would  be  vinwise,  and  productive 
of  incalculable  injury*  to  the  States  whose  growth  and  prosperity  so  much  de[)end  upon  the  amelioration 
of  the  present  system  of  disposing  of  the  public  lands  by  Congress.  Pledge  the  proceeds  to  the  States 
for  State  purposes,  and  all  hope  of  further  relief  will  be  cut  off.  The  new  States  may  then  calculate  to 
"pay  the  penalt}'  of  the  bond;  j'ea,  even  the  pound  of  flesh." 

The  power  of  the  general  government  to  make  this  distribution  may  be  well  questioned.  Those 
who  contend  for  such  distribution  of  the  proceeds  derive  the  power  from  the  grants  of  the  several  States 
to  the  United  States,  and  from  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  A  recurrence  to  these  grants,  and  an  examination  into  the  terms  employed  and  the  objects 
intended  bj-  them,  maj-not  be  unprofitable  in  conducting  the  mind  to  a  correct  judgment  upon  this  subject. 

The  committee  do  not  propose  to  inquire  into  the  right  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  have 
demanded,  or  the  obligations  imposed  upon  the  States  to  make  a  cession  of  their  public  domain.  The 
necessities  of  the  confederation  seemed  to  require  it,  and  the  enlightened  patriotism  of  the  States  yielded 
to  that  necessity,  and  surrendered  them  "  for  the  common  good." 

The  terms  employed  in  the  grants  by  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  Cieorgia  will  nnly  be  adverted  to. 
Virginia,  in  the  deed  (jf  cession  of  that  vast  domain  which  now  encompasses  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Illinois,  after  stipulating  I'or  the  political  existence  of  its  future  iidiabitants,  for  the  partiti(jn  of  the 
territory  into  States,  and  their  admission  into  the  L'nion,  declared  "  that  all  tlie  lands  within  the  territory 
so  ceded  to  the  United  States,  and  not  reserved  for  or  appropriated  to  any  of  the  before-mentioned 
purposes,  or  disposed  of  in  bounties  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  American  army,  shall  be  considered 
a  common  fuTid  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  States  as  have  become  or  shall  become 
members  of  the  confederation  or  federal  alliance  of  the  said  States,  Virginia  inclusive,  according  to  their 
usual  respective  proportions  in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure,  and  shall  be  faithfull>'  and  bona  fide 
disposed  of  for  that  purpose  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever." 

In  the  act  of  cession  by  North  Carolina  the  precise  language  as  above  is  also  employed,  so  far  as 
relates  to  the  purposes  to  which  the  domain  shall  be  devoted. 

The  same  language  is  found  in  the  deed  of  cession  by  Georgia  and  the  other  States  who  made  deeds 
purporting  to  cede  lands  to  the  United  States. 

That  clause  of  the  Constitution  which  relates  to  the  subject  of  the  public  lands  is  in  these  words: 
"  The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulatimis  respecting  the 
territory  or  other  ])roperty  belonging  to  the  United  States,''  &c. 

Is  this  disposition  of  the  territory  to  be  made  for  the  purposes  and  nhjectf  of  the  federal  government 
or  for  the  purposes  and  varied  objects  of  the  several  State  governments  ?  Congress  has  power  "  to  lay  and 
collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises;"  but  for  what  purposes  and  for  what  objects?  The  answer  is, 
the  legitimate  objects  of  expenditure  by  the  federal  government,  surely  not  for  distribution  among  the 
several  States.  Congress  may  dispose  of  the  territory'  belonging  to  the  United  States  for  objects  and 
purposes  legitimately  falling  within  the  scope  of  the  powers  and  authoritj"  of  the  federal  government; 
but  the  committee  doubt  the  existence  of  a  power  to  dispose  of  them  for  the  exclusive  benefit  and  the 
separate  interests  of  the  several  States. 

If  the  terms  of  the  grants  be  resorted  ti.i  in  aid  of  the  clause  of  tlie  Constitution  and  taken  in 
connexion  therewith,  still  it  is  believed  the  power  to  make  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands  may  be  fairly  questioned. 

By  the  deeds  of  cession  "the  lands  are  to  be  considered  as  a  common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
the  United  States." 

The  money  collected  by  taxation  is  regarded  as  a  common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  United 
States;  the  money,  whether  collected  by  the  sale  of  land  or  by  a  tax  upon  land,  is  the  revenue  of  the 
government,  and  can  only  be  disposed  of  under  the  powers  with  which  that  government  has  been  vested 
by  the  Constitution. 

It  would  be  ditfieult  for  tho.se  who  deny  the  power  to  Congress  to  levy  imposts  and  excise  for  the 
purposes  of  collecting  money  to  be  distributed  among-  the  State  governments,  to  be  expended  for  State 
purposes  under  State  authority,  to  establish  the  power  to  dispose  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  for 
similar  purposes. 

If  the  committee  .should  be  mistaken  as  to  the  question  of  constitutional  power,  (which  has  been 
suggested  more  with  a  view  to  invite  investigation  upon  the  subject  than  from  a  conviction  of  its  correct- 
ness,) upon  the  inexpediency  of  such  a  dis|.)osition  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  they  cannot  doubt. 

Although  these  lauds  have  been  regarded  as  a  source  of  revenue,  the  committee  are  aware  that  here- 
fore  they  have  not  proved  to  be  a  profitable  one.  Nor  do  the  committee  now  wish  them  to  be  made 
the  means  of  raising  revenue  i])  time  of  peace,  but  tli(^  instrument  in  the  hands  of  a  liberal  and  munifi- 
cent government,  by  which  large  communities  maj'  be  built  up,  our  population  increased,  and  our  resources 
in  time  of  war  multiplied. 

The  general  government  should  dispose  of  them  upon  terms  acconunodated  to  the  wants  of  the  com- 
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nnmity;  and  when  the  unsold  lands  in  the  respective  States  shall  become  refuse,  and  no  longer  worth  the 
expense  of  federal  superintendence  and  care,  a  relinquishment  of  them  to  the  State  in  which  they  lie,  or 
to  individuals,  would  be  the  better  policy. 

It  is  not  probable  that  the  government  will  again  be  placed  in  a  condition  when  it  will  become 
necessary  to  resort  to  her  public  domain,  either  as  the  means  of  raising-  an  army  or  of  borrowing  money. 
The  committee  have  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  period  is  approaching,  if  it  has  not  already 
arrived,  when  it  would  be  sound  policy  to  reduce  the  price  of  the  public  lands.  Arguments  other  than 
the  necessitj'  of  ridding  the  treasury  of  the  revenue  derived  from  sales  at  the  present  price  in  favor  of  a 
reducti(m  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands  could  be  advanced  if  that  were  the  question  now  under  the 
consideration  of  the  committee.  The  price  was  reduced  in  1821  from  two  dollars  to  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  lieal  estate,  in  corjimon  with  every  other  species  of  property,  has  decreased  in 
value  since  that  time.  The  price  of  labor  has  lessened.  The  appreciation  in  the  value  of  the  circulating 
medium  since  1821  has  been  very  considerable,  and  still  the  price  of  public  land  is  the  same  now  as  then. 
It  should  not  be  forgotten  either  that  in  most  of  the  new  States  the  best  and  choice  lands  have  been  sold. 
Should  the  revenue  arising  from  the  sales  of  jiublic  lands  be  no  longer  needed  for  national  purposes, 
and  the  reduction  of  the  price  will  not  have  the  ellect  of  preventing  a  too  rapid  accumulation  of  national 
treasure,  would  it  not  be  better  policy  to  give  to  every  one  of  full  age  or  who  is  the  head  of  a  family, 
who  would  occiqiy,  cultivate,  and  improve  the  same,  a  tract  of  land  that  he  may  call  his  own  than  to  sell 
these  lands  to  the  States  or  to  divide  tiio  proceeds  among  them  ? 

So  long  as  Congress  shall  retain  the  right  and  power  of  legislating  over  this  subject,  and  the 
proceeds  arising  from  the  public  lands  shall  be  regarded  as  national  treasure  or  revenue  and  not  the 
individual  property  of  the  separate  States,  it  may  be  hoped  that  an  enlightened  and  a  liberal  policy  will 
be  pursued;  when  the  States  shall  each  have  a  vested  interest,  separate  and  distinct,  that  policy  which 
will  be  calculated  to  convert  these  lands  into  the  most  money,  to  increase  the  annual  dividend  of  the 
several  States,  will  be  pursued,  regardless  of  the  wants  or  condition  of  the  States  in  which  they  lie.  The 
representatives  in  Congress  from  the  old  States,  constituting  a  majority,  influenced  by  a  desire  to  make 
this  fund  lasting  and  ]u-ofitable  for  State  purposes,  to  enlarge  the  dividend  of  their  respective  States,  to 
exhibit,  in  bold  relief,  on  their  annual  or  biennial  return  to  their  constituents,  the  countless  thousands 
wrung  from  the  new  States  for  the  purpose  of  lessening  the  burdens  in  the  old,  will  stay  the  progress  of 
surveying  the  public  lands.  All  that  are  surveyed  must  be  sold,  must  be  forced  upon  the  emigrant. 
Public  lauds  will  bo  sold,  but  they  will  be  of  inferior  quality.  The  tide  of  emigration  and  the  spirit  of 
enterprise  will  be  checked.  Donations  to  the  meritorious  settlers,  to  the  new  States  for  public  improve- 
ment, will  no  longer  be  made.  Pre-emptions  in  favor  of  the  honest  and  industrious  pioneers  of  the  west 
will  be  denied.  A  cold,  calculating,  sordid,  and  selfish  policy  must  and  will  influence  the  members  of 
Congress  in  all  future  legislation  u|ion  this  subject. 

At  a  very  early  period  the  minimum  price  of  the  putlic  lands  was  fixed  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  and 
tlie  sales  were  upon  a  credit,  and,  in  many  instances,  the  price  at  public  auction  greatly  exceeded  two 
dollars  per  acre.  The  consequence  was  an  accumulation  of  debt  due  from  the  purchasers  of  the  public 
lands  in  the  west,  which  they  were  wholly  unable  to  pay.  Relief  was  asked  at  the  hands  of  the  general 
government,  and  although  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  were  pledged  for  the  redemption  of  the  national 
debt.  Congress  released  the  community  from  a  mass  of  debt  of  many  millions,  and  reduced  the  price  of 
land  from  two  dollars  to  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre. 

Would  this  liave  been  done  if  the  proceeds  of  those  lands  had  been  devoted,  by  previous  legislation, 
to  distribution  among  the  several  States  for  State  purposes?  With  the  local  feelings  and  interests  which 
would  inevitably  have  lieen  excited  bj'  such  a  disposition  of  the  proceeds,  can  it  be  believed  that  the 
representatives  from  the  several  States  would  have  dared  to  surrender  the  interest  of  their  constituents 
or  States  by  releasing  this  debt,  which  threatened  ruin  and  destruction  to  the  new  States? 

A  further  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  public  lands  ought  to  be  made.  The  people  in  the  new  States 
look  for  it  and  desire  it.  A  reduction  of  the  revenue  of  the  general  government  must  take  place;  they 
regard  the  price  which  the  government  exacts  from  them  for  the  pulilic  lands  as  a  tax,  and  a  heavy  tax. 
They  have  submitted  to  it  cheerfully,  because  it  was  needed  to  discharge  the  obligations  of  their  govern- 
ment. When  the  whole  amount  now  derived  from  the  sales  of  public  land,  united  with  the  other  revenues 
of  the  government  which  will  be  collected  under  any  possible  modification  of  the  tarill',  will  not  be  required 
for  the  wants  and  purposes  of  the  federal  government,  can  it  be  just  that  the  same  shall  be  exacted 
from  the  west  by  the  action  of  the  I'ederal  government,  to  be  given  to  the  older  and  more  opulent  States, 
to  be  expended  in  those  States  for  education,  internal  improveuKMit,  or  general  emancipation?  Such  a 
policy  would  be  unjust  and  intolerable. 

If,  however,  it  shall  not  be  the  pleasure  of  Congress  to  lessen  the  amount  of  revenue  to  be  derived 
from  the  sales  of  public  land  by  reducing  the  price,  the  committee  are  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the 
present  .system  should  not  be  disturbed.  And  if  there  shall  be  an  accumulation  of  money  in  the  treasury 
over  and  above  the  wants  of  the  government  in  each  year,  let  that  surplus  be  disposed  of  by  Congress, 
after  it  reaches  the  public  coffers,  in  such  mode  as  shall  be  consistent  with  the  principles  of  justice,  and 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution ;  but  they  are  opposed  to  pledging  the  ju-oceeds  for 
State  purposes,  and  thereby  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  Congress  so  to  legislate  upon  the  subject  of  the 
public  lands  as  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  community  and  the  condition  of  the  country. 

Resolved,  therefore.   That  it  is  inexpedient  to  make  sale  of  the  public  lands  to  the  States  in  wliich  they 
respectively  are  situate. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  divide  the  proceeds  of  tiie  public  lands  among  the 
several  States,  to  be  expended  in  said  States  for  State  purposes. 

The  committee,  however,  with  a  view  of  eliciting  information  u[)on  the  subject,  submit  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  House  a  joint  resolution,  without  wishing  to  be  understood  as  giving  their  assent  in  favor 
of  the  sale  to  the  States  at  this  time. 

Rcsdlivd  by  the  Senate  and  House  uf  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
bled. That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  snbuiit  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several 
States  in  which  any  portion  of  the  public  lands  maj'  be  situated,  through  their  respective  chief  magis- 
trates, propositions  for  the  sale  of  such  portions  of  tiie  public  domain  within  the  limits  of  each  as  may 
remaiTi  unsold,  and  report  their  several  replies  to  Congress  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Skc.  2.  And  be  it  further  resolved.  That  it  sh*!4  be  the  duty  of  said  Secretary  in  the  meantime  to 
olitain  the  best  possible  information  from  the  several  land  offices,  survej'ors  general,  and  sncli  other 
sources  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  relative  to  the  (juantity,  quality,  ano  value  of  the  public  lands  which 
remain  unsold  in  each  State,  and  report  such  information  in  like  manner. 
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22n  CoxnuF.ss.]  No.   lOfif).  [I.st  Srssion'. 

OX  THE  PKOCEEDIXGS  OF  TITE  COJ[J[ISSIONER  OF  THE  GENERAL  LAND  OFFICE  IN  RE[..\- 
TION  TO  THE  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  A  CERTAIN  NEW  LAND  DISTRICT  TN  MICHIGAN. 

(■(iMMrXIiWrKIi  Til  TIIK  IIor.SK    OK   REri!ESF.N'T.\TIVE.S  AVKU.   20,    1832. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  Conunittee  oii  the  Jmliciaiy,  to  wlioin  was  rclerrc'd  a  resolution,  upon  tlie  uKitinu 
of  the  honorable  Mr.  AVieklill'e,  on  the  Hth  of  March  last,  in  the  words  fnllowin^': 

Eenolrcil,  That  tiie  Coinniittec  on  the  Judiciary  lie  iuslructi'd  tn  iuijuire  and  rcpnrt  to  this  House  whether 
the  Coniiuissioner  of  the  General  Land  Oilice  was  ofticially  called  upon,  on  or  about  the  29th  of  DeciMuber, 
1831,  to  designate  the  l)oundaries  of  a  new  land  district  proposed  to  be  established  in  Michigan  bj'  a  bill 
re]>orted  from  the  Cnniniittee  on  Public  Lands,  which  was  printed  by  order  of  this  House,  leaving-  the 
boundaries  of  said  district  blank,  he  being  funnshed  with  a  copy  of  said  bill;  what  wei'C  the  reasons 
assigned  tor  his  refusal  to  obey  the  call  thus  officially  made  u[)on  him,  as  assigned  in  two  written  communi- 
cations in  answer  to  said  call;  wdiether  the  said  Cmmnissioner  did  not  assign  as  a  reason  for  not  couipl^'ing 
with  tiie  said  official  request  "that  he  had  no  inliirniatinn  in  his  office  to  give,  and  that,  in  his  opinion,  the 
public  interest  did  not  require  an  additional  land  district  in  Michigan,"  and  whether  at  the  sani(.'  time  lie 
had  or  Lad  not  advised  the  delegate  from  ilichigan  that  two  additional  land  offices  were  required  in  said 
Territory;  what  information  was  it  which  was  "  lately  received  "  which,  mi  the  9tli  of  February,  1S32, 
enabled  the  said  Commissioner  to  comply  witli  the  official  request  inade  upnn  hiiu  in  December,  1831,  by 
giving  the  boundaries  of  said  district,  and  which  he  had  declined,  because,  in  his  opinion,  (as  expressed  in 
two  communications  in  writing  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,)  the  establishment  of  a  new  land  office 
and  district  in  Michigan  was  inexpedient;  whether  the  first  two  communications  in  writing,  in  answer  to 
the  request  aforesaid  to  give  the  boundaries  of  said  district,  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  signed  "Elijah  Ha3'ward,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,"  "formed  a  part  of  the  infunual 
correspondence  between  the  Secretary  and  the  said  Commissioner  on  the  subject  nf  an  ailditional  land 
district  in  Michigan;"  whether  these  letters  "were  unofficial;"  whether  they  have  or  have  not  been 
recorded,  and  whether  copies  of  tiie  said  letters  have  or  have  not  been  denied  to  a  person  having  a  right 
to  demand  them  of  the  Commissioner  upon  the  allegation  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioner  "  that  they 
formed  a  part  of  the  informal  correspondence"  between  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Commis- 
sioner, alleging  that  the  ciriginals  were  destroyed.  If  said  letters  were  official,  and  have  not  been  recorded 
or  preserved  in  the  office  nf  the  Commissioner  of  the  (reneral  Land  Office,  that  the  said  committee  also 
inquire  into  the  espediencj'  of  providing  by  law  that  all  iifficial  connnunications  in  writing  signed  by  the 
Coaimissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  shall  be  preserved,  by  requiring  the  same  to  be  recorded  in  a 
book  to  be  ke)it  for  that  purpose;  and  that  the  said  cnmmittee  have  leave  to  send  for  persons  and  papers — 
reported: 

That,  before  proceeding  lo  an  examination  of  the  matters  contained  in  said  resolution,  the  committee 
forwarded  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  a  copy  of  the  resolution,  and  gave  to  him  and 
the  honorable  Mr.  Wickliife  notice  of  the  time  when  the  committee  would  proceed  with  the  examination. 
The  committee  received  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  a  communication  directed  to 
them,  bearing  date  April  2,  1832,  which  accompanies  this  report. 

The  committee  have  endeavored  carefully  and  impartially  to  discharge  the  duty  imposed  upon  them. 
They  have  examined  all  such  witnesses  as  were  named  either  by  the  Commissioner  or  Mr.  AVicklitle,  and 
have  obtained  such  other  testimony  as  the  committee  deemed  important  to  the  case;  all  which  is  in 
writing,  and  accompanies  this  report. 

The  committee  find  tliat  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  was  officially  called  upon,  on  or 
about  the  29th  of  December,  1831,  to  designate  the  boundaries  of  a  new  land  district  in  Michigan,  proiiosed 
to  be  established  by  a  bill  before  that  time,  reported  to  the  House  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
which  bill  had  been  printed,  leaving  the  boundaries  blank,  and  was  then  forwarded  to  the  Commissioner  to 
bo  filled  up,  as  appears  by  the  letter  of  Mr.  Wicklifte  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  29th 
December,  1831,  and  the  two  indorsements  entered  on  the  same  by  the  chief  clerk  of  the  Treasury 
Department;  that  tlie  Commissioner  declined  ti:i  fill  up  the  said  blank  in  the  manner  and  for  tlie  reasons 
assigned  by  him  in  his  two  letters,  inserted  in  his  answers,  dated  the  5th  and  10th  of  January,  particularly 
stating  therein  that  a  new  land  district  in  Michigan  was  "  nnnecessaiy,  inexpedient,  and  injudicious." 

The  committee  refer  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Wickliffe,  and  tlie  indorsements  thereupon,  to  show  the  form 
of  the  call  upon  the  Commissioner  and  the  manner  and  reasons  of  his  refusal. 

The  Commissioner,  as  appears  from  the  testimonj'  of  the  honorable  Mr.  Wing,  delegate  from  tlie  Terri- 
tory of  Miciiigan,  was  called  upon  by  the  latter  gentleman  in  relation  to  the  making  of  a  new  southeast 
land  district  in  said  Territory,  for  which  said  bill  was  designed,  and  for  which  purpose  said  bill  had  been 
reported  in  blank,  to  be  filled  up  by  tlie  Commissioner.  The  committee  find  that  the  Commissioner  did 
not  suggest  any  objection  to  the  contemplated  land  district  to  Mr.  Wing,  or  that  there  would  be  any  diffi- 
culty in  making  the  said  district,  or  that  it  would  be  inexpedient,  but  rather  assented  to  the  expediency  of 
the  measure,  and  further  remarked  that  if  Congress  were  about  to  make  one  new  district,  it  would  be  well 
at  the  same  time  to  make  another  in  the  northwest  part  of  the  Territory,  to  be  organized  thereafter,  when 
the  President  of  the  United  States  should  think  it  best.  The  committee  do  not  find  that  at  said  interview 
with  Mr.  Wing,  or  at  any  time,  the  Commissii.iner  advised  Mr.  Wing  that  two  additional  laud  districts  were 
then  required  in  said  Tt'rritory. 

Tiie  committee  find  that,  after  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  had  written  his  two  letter.s 
of  the  5th  and  10th  of  January,  1832,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  contained  in  the  accompanying 
answer  of  the  Commissioner,  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  object  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  invited  an  interview  with  Mr.  Wicklifte,  in  which  interview  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  proposed  that  the  committee  should  receive  from  him  a  delineation  of  the  boundaries  of  the 
contemplated  land  district ;  to  this  proposal  Mr.  Wicklifl'e  acceded.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
accordingly  procured  from  Mr.  Wing  satisfactory  information  as  to  the  boundaries  to  be  prescribed,  and, 
in  a  seciuid    interview  with  Mr.   Wickliffi-,   proposed    that   he  slmnld   receive  fnun  the  (."ominissioner  a 
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coniniiiiiicatidii  uddjitinj;'  tliese  lioundarios  as  an  ofllcial  reply  of  the  Secretary  to  Mr.  Wicklifl'e's  letter  of 
the  2'.ltli  of  Decciiiber.  To  this  propo.sitiou  Mr.  Wickliff'e  also  as.sentcd,  and  the  Commissioner,  on  being 
informed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea.siiry  what  had  taken  place  between  him  and  Mr.  Wicklifle,  did 
consent  to  adoiit  tiic  boundaries  sn,u-s-csted  by  Air.  ^Ving,  and  accordingly  recommended  them  in  an  official 
comninnicaliiin,  which  was  transmitted  to  Mr.  AVickliffe,  as  cliairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Tiiis  is  all  the  iidorniation  which  the  committee  find  was  obtained  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Oilier  after  the  date  of  his  said  two  letters  of  the  5th  and  10th  of  January,  which  enabled  the 
Commissioner  to  comply  with  the  reijucst  of  Mr.  Wicklifle  in  his  letter  of  the  29th  of  December. 

The  committee  furtlu.'r  find  that  the  two  letters  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  5th  and  10th  f)f  January 
did  not  form  a  part  of  an  informal  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Ollice  ;  but  that,  at  the  time  they  were  written  and  sent  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury',  they  were  official,  and,  as  such,  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  ;  but  that  the 
same  wore,  at  a,  subsequent  period,  ag-reed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  Mr.  VVicklitfe  to  be 
considered  as  unofficial,  and  the  originals,  being  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary,  were  destroyed.  The 
committee  find  tiiat,  on  the  7th  day  of  March,  1832,  Mr.  "Wicklifle,  by  letter  of  that  date,  requested  of  the 
Commissioner  copies  of  tiie  said  two  letters,  (a  copy  of  wdiich  letter  of  request  will  be  found  in  the  answer 
of  the  Commissioner  accompanying  this  report  ;)  and,  without  expressing  any  opinion  upon  the  strict 
right  to  demand  the  copies,  the  committee  agree  that,  according  to  the  practice  and  custom  of  the  office, 
Mr.  AVickliffe  was  fully  warranted  in  his  request  to  be  furnished  with  said  copies  as  asked  for,  and  that 
the  same  were  refused  to  him  upon  the  alleged  ground,  as  appears  from  the  letter  from  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office  to  Mr.  Wicklifle,  dated  March  12,  1832,  (a  copy  of  which  is  to  be  found  in  the 
said  answer  of  the  Connnissioner,)  that  the  same  formed  a  part  of  the  informal  correspondence  between 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Commissioner,  and  because  the  originals  were  destroyed. 


Ansiver  of  the  Comviitsdoner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

Washington  City,  Ajml  2,  1832. 

Gentlkmex:  The  undersigned.  Commissioner  of  the  Cxcneral  Land  Office,  respectfully  submits  the 
following  reply,  documents,  and  explanations,  as  an  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, adopted  on  the  17th  ultimo,  and  to  the  several  inquiries  and  parts  tliereof,  wliicli  was  referred  to 
your  consideration: 

Fird.  "  Whether  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  was  officially  called  upon,  on  or  about 
the  29th  of  December,  1831,  to  designate  the  boundaries  of  a  new  land  district  proposed  to  be  established 
in  Michigan  by  a  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  which  was  printed  by  order  of  this 
House,  leaving  the  boundaries  of  said  district  blank,  he  being  furnished  with  a  copy  of  said  bill  ?  AVhat 
were  the  reasons  assigned  for  his  refusal  to  obey  the  call  thus  officially  made  upon  him,  as  assigned  in 
two  written  communications  in  answer  to  said  call?  Whether  the  said  Commissioner  did  not  assign  as 
a  reason  for  not  complying  with  the  said  official  request  that  ho  had  no  information  in  his  office  to  give  ; 
and  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  public  interest  did  not  require  an  additional  land  district  in  Michigan?  and 
whether,  at  the  same  time,  he  had  or  had  not  advised  the  delegate  from  Michigan  that  two  additional  land 
offices  were  required  in  said  Territory  ?" 

Aninver.  The  undersigned  was  not  officially  called  upon  on  the  day  named,  uor  at  any  other  time,  to 
designate  the  boundaries  of  a  new  land  district  in  Michigan,  although,  subsequently  to  the  day  named,  he 
was  informalhj  called  upon  in  relation  thereto. 

On  the  2d  day  of  January  last,  when  confined  to  a  sick  chamber  with  the  prevailing  influenza,  he 
received  from  the  Treasury  Department  tlie  original  letter,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  covering  the 
printed  bill  alluded  to  in  the  resolution: 

"  Eei'resextatives'  Hall,  December  29. 

"  Sir:  Enclosed  is  a  bill  to  establish  a  land  office  in  Michigan.  You  will  please  to  have  the  bound- 
aries so  adjusted  between  this  new  district,  which  is  intended  to  include  Monroe,  so  as  to  give  the  greatest 
facility  to  emigrants. 

"  Respectfully,  C.  A.  WICKLIFFE. 

"Hon.  Louis  McLaxe." 

On  which  was  indorsed,  in  the  handwriting  of  the  chief  clerk  of  the  Treasury  Department,  but  with- 
out any  signature,  the  following  words  and  figures,  to  wit:  "  Beferred  to  the  Commitisioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  icho  will  iilease  report  his  views  on  the  subject."  This  informal  mode,  however,  of  referring 
papers  and  documents,  which  is  adopted  for  convenience,  is  as  much  respected  and  as  implicitly  observed 
as  the  most  formal  and  official  requisition  under  the  signature  of  the  Secretary. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  remark,  that  Mr.  Wickliflij's  letter  is  not,  in  its  terms  and  character,  official. 
It  is  not  pretended  that  it  was  written  by  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  nor  by  virtue  of 
his  office  as  chairman  of  the  same,  nor  even  for  the  information  of  that  committee.  Prima  facia,  it  is  a 
private  communication  from  Mr.  Wicklifle  to  the  Hon.  Louis  McLane,  it  not  being  addressed  to  Mr.  McLane 
as  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  But  the  undersigned  would  not  avail  himself  of  any  advantage  derived  from 
technicalities,  nor  consent  to  receive  any  immunitj'  therefrom.  For  every  purpose  connected  with  his 
reputation  as  a  public  officer,  or  his  official  conduct,  he  is  willing  the  letter  of  Mr.  Wicklifle  should  be 
considered  as  official,  and  of  as  grave  and  high  character  as  if  it  purported  to  have  been  written  by  the 
express  order  of  the  committee  of  which  he  is  chairman.  It  is,  however,  vague  and  uncertain  in  its  terms. 
It  directs  the  Hon.  Louis  McLane  to  adjust  the  boundaries  beticeen  this  new  district,  without  naming  or 
alluding  to  the  opposite  object.  A  person  disposed  to  criticise,  would  be  curious  enough  to  inquire  to 
u-hal  the  term  boundaries  applied.  But  the  undersigned  has  not  been,  nor  is  he  now,  disposed  to  avail  himself 
of  anj'  defects  in  the  letter,  which  was  probably  written  in  haste  and  amid  a  pressure  of  business.  It  has 
been  considered  as  simply  requesting  the  designation  of  boundaries  of  an  additional  land  district  in 
Michigan,  to  include  the  town  of  Monroe,  so  as  to  accommodkite  purchoiiers  of  the  public  lands  therein, 
rather  than  "  to  give  the  greatest  facility  to  emigrants." 

On  the  5th  of  January,  1832,  the  undersigned  returned  the  letter  of  Mr.  Wickliffe,  and  its  enclosure, 
to  the  Secretary  <A'  the  Treasury,  with  the  following  reply:  '' 
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"'V       •3.^..l.....    V    ,       .-         -..._,„.   ^.,     -,, 

"The  iiit'nnviatinii  iiarticiilarly  desired  is  as  tii  the  prnper  Ixiuiu/arii'.-^  of  thi;  prdposcd  di.striet,  and  the 
Commissioner  will  be  j)leased  to  deseribe  those  whieh  he  wnuld  reeiannieiid  ennl'iuiiiably  tu  Mr.  Wie! 


'' ( liA'KKAi,  L.wii  Ovimi:,  Jiiiiiiiiri/  ^1,  ls:!-2. 

'■Sir:  The  enelosed  letter  of  Mi-.  WieklilVe,  and  the  bill  Inr  cstablishinu'  anaddiliniial  land  (.lli.-c  in 
the  Territory  of  Miehifi'an,  have  been  eoiisidereil.  There  is  mi  inlbrmatinii  in  this  ..fllee  which  shows  thai. 
any  sueh  measure  is  now  necessary  or  re(|nire(l  cm  any  ]iidilie  (•■insidcration. 

"Attempts  to  establish  new  land  olliees  merely  fur  the  jMirposc  ui'  private  speeulation,  or  tn  ,Li,-i\'e  a 
temporary  advantag'e  t(i  tine  town  or  villag'e  over  anether  or  olhns,  cannot  lie  ollicially  reeonuucniled 
without  a  dereliction  of  public  duly. 

"It  is  probable  that,  in  two  or  three  years,  two  new  land  olliees  will  be  recpiired  in  the  peninsula  of 
Michigan,  and  the  i)res(>nt  districts  were  divided  at  the  last  session  of  (Min,i;-ress  with  a  view  to  such  a 
subsequent  subdivision;  the  principal  meridian  fixed  as  the  dividim;-  line,  and  the  books  of  this  ofliee,  and 
of  the  two  land  offices,  have  been  arrangi'd  and  prejjareil  accordinj;'ly. 

"Believini^' that  a  new  land  ortiee  in   that   peninsula  at   the   present   l\]uc  iti  unnccc.'^sarij,  iii<:rjiriliriil, 
AndinjudicioU!^,  I  cannot  recommend  it  to  your  favorable  consideration,  or  that  of  Congress. 
"I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  verv  rcspectfuUv,  vour  obe(licnt  servant, 

"ELIJAH  H.VYWAKD." 

These  papers  were  all  returned  to  tin'  nndersigneil  the  next  day,  with  an  additional  indorsement  on 
Mr.  Wicklifte's  letter,  also  in  the  handwriting  of  the  chief  clerk  of  the  Treasury  Itepailment,  and  without 
any  sig'uatnre,  in  the  words  and  figures  following',  to  wit: 

'arii'.-^  of  tin;  proposed  di.striet,  and  

oninu'nd  conformably  to  Mr.  Wickliffe's 
design. 

'"jAxr.iRY  6,  1832." 

The  General  Land  Ofliee  possessing  no  information  at  that  time  which  would  enable  the  Comnussioner 
to  designate  any  boundaries  of  the  proposed  new  district,  including  the  town  of  Monroe,  which  would 
accommodate  the  purchasers  of  public  lauds,  or  prove  beneficial  to  the  government,  and  not  having  seen 
or  heard  of  any  re(]ucst  or  petition  from  the  people  of  that  Territorj%  or  the  land  offices  therein,  on  the 
subject,  transmitted  the  following  reply  to  the  second  reference  of  the  papers: 

"  Genek,\i,  L.\.vd  Office,  Januanj  10,  1S32. 

"Sir:  On  the  2d  instant  1  received  your  enclosure  of  Mr.  Wicklifie's  letter,  and  a  printed  bill  to 
establish  an  additional  land  office  in  the  Territory  of  ilichigan,  with  a  reference  indorsed  thereon  tliat  I 
should  report  my  viciiv  on  the.  t:uhjvet.  On  the  5th  instant,  after  giving'  to  it  all  the  consideration  in  my 
power,  I  communicated  to  you  my  views  of  the  measure,  with  objeetions  to  the  same,  as  unnecessary, 
inexpedient,  and  injudicious  at  the  present  time.  On  the  tith  instant  the  papers  were  returned  to  mo 
with  an  indorsement  tliereon,  that  I  would  describe  such  boundaries  of  the  contemplated  new  land  district 
as  I  would  recommend  conformabli/  to  3Ir.  WickliJfVs  design. 

"No  design  is  expressed  in  Mr.  Wicklifie's  letter,  other  than  that  the  now  district  should  include  the 
town  of  Monroe,  so  as  to  give  the  greatest  facility  to  emigrants,  and  nti  particular  plan  or  design  can  be 
inferred  from  the  printed  bill  enclosed.  The  town  of  Monroe  is  only  thirty-six  miles  from  Detroit,  wdiere 
the  land  office  is  located  for  the  district  east  of  the  principal  meridian  line.  It  is  on  the  great  mail  road 
leading  from  Cleveland  and  Sandusky,  in  Ohio,  to  the  capital  of  Michigan,  on  which,  by  a  contract  with 
the  Post  Office  Department,  commencing  on  the  1st  instant,  four-horse  mail  coaches  pass  and  repass  daily. 

"From  a  careful  review  and  reconsideration  of  the  subject,  I  do  not  perceive  any  public  motive  for 
creating  a  new  land  district  in  that  Territ(iry,  to  include  the  town  of  Monroe;  but,  on  the  contrary,  I  am 
of  opinion  that  such  a  measure  would  tend  to  embarrass  the  operations  of  this  office,  delay  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands  subject  to  private  entry  in  the  contemplated  new  land  district,  without  any  perceptible 
convenience  or  advantage  to  emigrants. 

"  I  am,  therefore,  compelleil  to  state,  as  an  imperative  duly,  that  I  cannot  recommend  anj'  particular 
boundaries  of  a  new  land  district  in  that  Territory  to  be  formed  east  of  the  meridian  line,  and  of  whieh 
the  town  of  Monroe  is  to  form  a  part. 

"I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  ELIJAH  HAYWARD. 

"  P.  S. — I  cannot  presume  that  it  is  contemplated  to  annex  any  portion  of  the  public  lands  wed  of  the 
principal  meridian  to  the  new  district,  as  that  would  immediately  create  embarrassments  in  this  office, 
and  the  present  land  oflices  in  that  Territoiy,  from  which  emigrants  would  inevitably  suffi-'r  the  inconve- 
nience and  expense  of  delay,  without  any  benefit  to  the  government. 

"E.  H. 

"  Hon.  Loris  McLaxe,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury." 

The  undersigned  admits  that  about  a  week  or  ten  days  previous  to  Mr.  Wicklifte's  letter  being  first 
referred  to  him,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wing,  delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  visited  him  at  his  house,  and 
questioned  him  as  to  the  propriety  and  exjiediency  of  creating  an  additional  land  oflicc  in  that  Territory 
at  the  present  session  of  Congress.  The  nndersig'ued  replied  that  no  necessity  was  perceived  for  such  a 
measure  at  the  present  time,  but  that  at  a  future  period  (perhaps  two  or  three  j-ears)  it  would  probably 
be  necessarj'  and  proper  to  establish  two,  one  east  and  the  other  uvst  of  the  principal  meridian,  the  dividing- 
line  of  the  present  offices,  which  was  established  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  with  a  view  to  such  sub- 
sequent sul)division.  It  is  recollected  that  Mr.  AVing  expressed  an  opinion  that  a  new  office  might  be 
advantageously  created  ea-d  of  the  meridian  at  the  present  time,  and  that  he  could  designate  sueh  bound- 
aries on  the  map  as  would  accommodate  purchasers;  and  as  the  undersigned  was  then  too  ill  to  go  out, 
Mr.  Wing  was  requested  to  call  at  the  land  office  and  confer  with  the  cliief  clerk,  who  would  exhibit  to 
him  the  map,  and  again  to  see  the  undersigned  on  the  subject.  But  it  is  not  reci.illected  that  at  that  inter- 
view any  design  was  expressed  by  Mr.  Wing  to  include  the  town  of  Monroe  in  the  proposed  new  district, 
nor  was  it  intimated  that  the  measure  was  then  before  Congress  or  any  committee  of  that  body.  Mr.  Wing- 
did  not  again  confer  or  communicate  with  the  undersigned  on  the  subject  until  after  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution  now  under  consideration. 

Second.  "What  iiiformati(.in  was  it  which  was  'lately  received,'  which,  on  the  0th  of  February,  1S32, 
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enabled  the  said  Commissioner  to  comjily  with  the  official  request  made  upon  him  in  December,  1831,  by 
giving'  the  boundaries  of  said  district,  and  which  he  had  declined,  because,  in  his  opinion,  (as  expressed 
in  two  communications  in  writing  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurj', )  the  establishment  of  a  new  land  office 
and  district  in  Michigan  was  inexpedient?" 

Ant<v.vr.  Aftc'r  tlie  undersigned  had  recovered  from  his  illness,  some  time  between  the  15th  and  25th  of 
January  last,  (the  jiarticular  daj-  is  not  recollected,)  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury'  informed  him  that  he 
had  read  or  shown  to  Mr.  AVicklitle  tlic^  two  letters  referred  tc;,  who  expressed  a  wish  or  manifested  a  soli- 
citude that  they  should  be  transmitted  to  him,  with  the  reply  of  the  Secretary  to  his  (Mr.  Wickliffe's)  letter 
of  the  29th  of  "December,  but  that  he  (the  Secretary)  would  not  do  so  if  the  undersigned  had  any  objec- 
tions to  the  same;  who  answered  that  liP  had  no  ohjrciionx,  but  requested  the  Secretary,  in  his  reply  to  Mr. 
Wicklitl'e,  to  qu(jte  the  langinige  of  the  two  several  rrferenccs  of  that  letter  to  him. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th  of  Fel'ruary  last  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  informed  the  undersigned 
that  he  had  not  replied  to  Mr.  Wicklitre's  letter  of  the  29th  of  Decerrdjer;  that  he  had  received  a  communi- 
cation from  tlie  Hon.  Mr.  "Wing,  the  delegate  from  Michigan,  on  the  subject  of  the  boundaries  of  the  con- 
temidated  new  land  district  in  that  Territory,  and  verbally  informed  the  undersigned  that  if  he  would 
adopt  the  boundaries  recommended  by  Mr.  Wing,  Mr.  WicklifVe  would  accept  his  answer  to  tliat  effect 
as  the  official  and  satisfactory  reply  to  his  letter  of  the  29th  of  December,  and  that  the  two  previous  com- 
munications on  that  subject  would  be  considered  as  informal,  and  retained  or  destroj-ed.  Tlic  following 
communication  from  Mr.  Wing  was  then  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  undersigned  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  the  subjoined  reply  was  made  on  the  same  day: 

"House  of  Representatives,  January  Ifi,  1832. 

"SiH  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  for  your  consideration  a  boundary  for  the  land  district  in 
Michigan  contemplated  by  a  bill  now  before  the  House  of  IJepresentatives.  It  varies  from  that  which  the 
petitioners  ask  for;  but,  from  njy  knowledge  of  the  country,  I  believe  the  one  which  is  here  given,  though 
smaller  than  the  one  contemplated  by  the  petition,  will  best  subserve  the  interests  of  the  country  and  the 
convenience  of  purchasers. 

"Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"A.  E.  WlXfJ. 
"Hon.  Louis  McLaxe." 

"The  most  satisfactory  boundary  will  probably  be  the  one  contemplated  by  the  amendatory  act  of 
May  16,  1826,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  lines  between  the  land  districts  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
and  extend  the  district  of  the  meridiau  line,  as  to  the  boundary  line  running  north  and  south  between 
ranges  six  and  seven." 


"General  Land  Office,  February  9,  1832. 

"  Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  on  a  reference  of  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  C.  A.  Wicklifi'e  of 
tlie  29th  of  December  last,  requesting  informati<jn  as  to  the  proper  boundaries  of  a  new  land  district  in  the 
Territory  of  Michigan  so  as  to  include  the  town  of  Monroe,  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  without  expressing 
any  opinion  of  the  necessity  or  expediency  of  the  measure,  that  from  information  lately  received,  the 
following  boundaries  for  a  land  district  to  include  that  town  would  accommodate  purchasers  and  emigrants 
better  than  any  other  which  I  can  recommend,  to  wit: 

"All  that  part  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan  lying  between  the  third  and  fourth  ranges  of  townships 
south  of  the  base  line  and  east  of  the  principal  meridian,  except  so  much  thereof  as  lies  north  of  the  river 
Huron  of  Lake  Erie,  and  also  the  first,  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  ranges  of  townships  south  of 
said  base  line  and  west  of  said  principal  meridian. 

"This  answer  would  have  been  furnished  before  had  the  requisite  information  been  previousl}' received. 
"  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"ELIJAH  HAYWARD. 

"Hon.  Louis  McLane,  Secretary  of  the  Trea-mryy 

The  undersigned,  in  further  answering,  states  that  the  information  "lately  received,"  as  inquired  for 
in  said  resolution,  was  the  communication  from  Mr.  Wing  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy,  above  recited, 
and  none  other,  and  which  first  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  undersigned  on  the  day  when  his  letter  of 
the  9th  of  February  was  written. 

lliird.  "Whether  the  first  two  communications  in  writing,  in  answer  to  the  request  aforesaid  to  give 
the  boundaries  of  said  district,  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  signed  'Elijah  Hay  ward, 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,'  formed  a  part  of  the  informal  correspondence  between  the 
Secretary  and  the  said  Commissioner  on  the  subject  of  an  additional  land  district  in  Michigan;  whether 
these  letters  were  unofficial  ?" 

Amni-er.  The  first  two  communications  above  I'cferred  to,  and  which  have  already  been  recited,  formed 
a  part  of  the  informal  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  and  the  undersigned,  on  the  subject  of  an 
additional  land  office  in  .Michigan,  and  were  not  official.  To  have  rendered  them  official  documents,  under 
the  circumstances,  the  Secretary  must  have  adopted  them  as  a  constituent  part  of  his  reply  to  Mr.  Wicklitie's 
letter.     This  was  not  done,  and  their  original  character,  therefore,  remains  unchanged. 

In  the  multiplicity  of  business  which  is  transacted  in  the  executive  offices  of  the  government,  personal 
conferences,  verbal  explanations,  and  informal  written  communications,  between  the  head  of  a  department 
and  its  subordinate  officers,  are  almost  of  daily  occurrence,  as  a  means  of  facilitating  the  discharge  of 
official  duty.  They  are  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  information,  advice,  and  instruction  ;  and  are  never 
considered  official,  unless  made  so  by  the  action  of  the  Secretary  under  whose  direction  this  intercourse 
is  ordered  and  conducted.  It  is  an  expedient  for  convenience,  without  which  it  would  not  be  possible  for 
the  numerous  bureaus  of  the  Treasury  Department  to  discharge  their  several  duties  with  that  promptness 
which  the  public  interest  requires. 

Fourth.  "Whether  they  (the  two  first  communications  before  referred  to,  from  the  undersigned  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury)  have  or  have  not  been  recorded  ;  and  whethe*-  copies  of  the  said  letters  have  or 
have  not  been  denied  to  a  person  having  a  rigid  to  demand  them  of  the  Commissioner,  upon  the  allegation, 
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oil  tlic  jiart  of  the  Comniissiinirr,  tli;it  tlii'V  funned  a  |iart  of  the  infiiniial  corrcsiifJiKleucc  lict\v<'cn  llic  Sccrc- 
larv  of  tliL'  Treasury  and  the  (."(miniissionor,  alleg'inf;-  Uiat  t!ie  orig-inals  were  ih'stniycil  '/" 

Anawer.  The  two  communications  alluded  to  in  this  inquiry  wrrr  rcrurdcd  at  or  alidut  the  time  they 
severally  purport  to  have  been  written  ;  as  are  all  olhers,  whetlier  ollieial  or  iiiforinal,  having'  any  eouni'xion 
with,  relation  to,  or  in  anywi^^e  [lertaiiiiug'  to  the  public  service,  and  which  liave  received  the  sig'nature  nf 
the  Commissioner. 

As  to  the  I'eniaining  in([uiry,  tlii^  undcrsig'ucd  states  that  he  has  not  denieil  eopii's  of  tlu'  t\V(i  com- 
munications aforesaid  to  any  person  who  had  a  ri'glit  ti>  demand  tliem. 

On  the  8th  of  March  last  he  received  the  tVillowing  note  IVoin  Mr.  AN'iel'iliire  : 

"  IvF.rUESEXT.M'IVF.S    li.M.L,   Jflirvk   1 ,    l^o'l. 

"Sir  :  I  am  desirous  of  lieing-  jiossessed  of  copies  of  the  lirst   two  letters,  by  way  of  report,  written 

by  you  to  the  Secretary  of  the  'I'reasury,  of- day  of ,  in  answi-r  to  his  re(|uest  to  furnish  the 

lioundaries  of  a  new  land  dislricl  in  Michigan,  in  nbedieiiee  tu  the  wishes  of  the  Cninniitlee  on  I'ublic  Lands. 
"  I  am,  ifcc, 

"0.  A.  WK.'KLIFFE. 
"Elij.wi  ILiYW.Mai,  Es([.,  C(iiiiini.-<sioner  of  Gi  ncral  Land  Ojfire.''' 

From  the  peculiar  lang'uagc  of  this  note,  in  the  individual  character  of  the  writer  only,  and  as  it  con- 
tained no  requcd  to  be  furnished  with  ctipies  of  said  letters,  the  undersig'iied  was  not  certain  whether  it 
was  the  wish  of  Mr.  Wicklifle  to  procure  such  copies  from  the  records  of  the  Land  OfKce,  or  to  receive 
the  assent  of  the  undersigned  to  obtain  them  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Li  tliis  donlit  he  cim- 
sulted  tlie  Secretary  as  to  the  proper  rcjdy,  ami  transmitted  the  follijwing': 

"  Washisgtox  City,  March  12,  1832. 
"Siu:  I   have   received  your   letter  of  the-7tli   instant,  in   which  you  say   'lam   desirous  of  being' 
possessed  of  copies  of  the  first  two   letters,  by  way  of  report,  written  by  ynu   tn  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  of day  of ,  in  answer  to  liis  request  to  furnish  the  boundaries  (if  a  new  laml  district 

in  Michig'an,  in  obedience  to  the  wishes  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.' 

"I  do  not  know  to  what  letters  you  allude,  unless  it  be  those  wliich  formed  a  (lart  of  tlie  iiifoi-mal 
correspondence  between  the  Secretary  and  myself  on  the  subject  of  an  additional  land  district  in  Michigan. 
If  it  is  copies  of  such  letters  you  are  desirous  of  being'  possessed  of,  I  have  to  advise  you  that  they  were 
unoificial,  and  I  presume  the  orig'inals  have  been  destroyed  by  the  Secretary,  as  is  the  custom  in  such 
cases. 

"  Kcspectfully,  your  (jbedient  servant, 

"ELIJAH  HAYAVAIH). 
"Hon.  C.  A.  WicKi.iFFE,  Houae  of  Representatives" 

The  undersigned  would  respectfully  add  that,  had  Mr.  ^VieklitVe  demanded  or  rc([uested  of  him  in 
express  terms  copies  of  these  letters,  it  would  then  have  been  his  duty  to  have  refused  the  application, 
under  the  rule  of  the  department  dated  October  20,  1830,  which  directs  "that  copies  of  accounts  or  other 
papers  on  file  or  of  record  in  the  department  are  to  be  furnished  only  to  such  individuals  as  may  have  a 
]iersonal  interest  in  them,  or  at  their  request." — (See  document  liereunto  aiiiiexed,  marked  B.)  Mr.  Wick- 
liti'e's  rig'ht,  therefore,  to  copies  of  these  letters  is  no  g'reater  than  that  of  each  and  every  member  of 
Congress,  and  each  and  every  other  citizen  having  no  personal  interest  tlierein. 

The  undersigned  considers  it  his  duty  further  to  state,  in  support  of  his  views  on  the  question  of 
establishing  an  additional  land  office  in  Michigan  at  the  present  time,  so  as  to  include  the  town  of  Monroe, 
that  since  the  9tli  of  February,  and  before  the  10th  of  March  last,  he  received  a  coinmunication  on  that 
subject  from  the  land  officers  at  Wiiite  Pigeon  Prairie,  dated  February  11,  1832,  a  copy  of  whicli  is  here- 
with transmitted,  and  marked  A. 

A  copy  of  the  printed  bill  alluded  to  in  the  resolution  is  also  annexed,  marked  V. 

All  which  the  undersigned  respectfullj^  submits  to  your  candid  examination  and  impartial  considera- 
tion; and  lias  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  resiiect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELIJAH  HAYWAIH). 

Hon.  Messrs.  Davis,  Ellsworth,  AVhite,  Gordon,  Daniel,  Fcster,  and  BE.\Rnsi.Ey, 

Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 


Land  Office,  W.  D.,  White  Pigeon  Prairie,  Felrruanj  11,  1832. 

Sir:  Since  the  present  arrangement  of  the  land  offices  within  this  Territory,  and  more  particularl}'  as 
respects  the  office  under  our  immediate  charge,  we  have  not  heard  a  solitary  complaint  from  th(.ise  doing- 
business  with  the  office,  eitlier  as  respects  its  locatiiui  or  from  the  distance  of  attending  it. 

The  present  location  of  the  office  is  the  best  that  could  have  been  selected  by  the  President.  It  is  situated 
on  the  great  western  road  leading  to  Chicago,  called  the  Chicago  road,  and  is  about  midway  of  the  present 
population  west  of  the  principal  meridian.  The  counties  ot  Berrian,  Cass,  St.  Joseph,  and  Kalamazoo,  con- 
tain nineteen-twentieths  of  t\n'  population  west  of  the  meridian.  The  settlements  in  Jackson  county  are  the 
UKist  remote,  and  sutler  the  greatest  inconvenience;  yet  some  of  her  inhafiitants  during  the  last  season 
visited  this  place  for  [u-ovisions,  rather  than  go  east  for  them,  where  they  were  equally  cheap  and  plenty. 
AVe  mention  these  facts  to  show  that  there  is  no  difficulty  in  the  intercourse  with  those  settlements  most 
remote  from  the  office.  If  the  President  should  think  proper,  at  any  future  day,  to  remove  the  office  into 
one  of  the  northern  counties,  and  to  a  place  more  central  in  the  district,  it  would  be,  in  all  reasonable 
probabilitj',  to  either  the  county  of  Kalamazoo  or  Calhoun;  and,  in  that  event,  the  inhabitants  residing  in 
the  counties  situated  immediately  west  of  the  meridian  would  be  as  conveniently  situated,  as  respects 
intercourse  with  the  office,  as  those  counties  in  the  western  and  southcn'u  part  of  the  district. 

This  corainunication  is  called  from  us,  having  understood  that  a  bill  is  now  before  Congress  for 
reviving  the  land  office  at  Monroe,  and  that  one  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill  proposes  to  make  the  town- 
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ship  line  between  ranp,-es  six  and  seven  west  of  the  meridian  the  western  boundary  of  that  contemplated 
land  district.  If  wc  are  correctly  informed,  we  respectfully  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  subject, 
as  we  are  satisfied  that  a  reference  to  Farmer's  map  will  at  once  convince  you  that  it  would  be  an 
improper  and  unnatural  division,  and  would  in  part  revive  the  old  complaints  that  the  people  of  St. 
Joseph's  so  long  complained  of,  that  of  travelling  over  bad  roads  to  the  office  at  Monroe  to  purchase  land. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 


A.  EDWARDS. 
THOMAS  C.  SHELDON. 


Hon.  EuJAH  Hayward,  Commissioner  General  Land  Office,  Washing/on. 


B. 

Treasury  DEPARurENT,  October  20,  1830. 

Sir:  Numerous  applications  being  made  by  individuals  for  copies  of  accounts,  and  other  papers  on 
file  or  of  record  in  this  department,  which  it  is  frequently  inconvenient  and  may  sometimes  be  inexpedient 
to  grant,  it  is  deemed  proper  to  embody  in  a  regulation  the  general  usage  of  the  department  in  regard  to 
such  applications.  The  rule  therefore  is,  that  copies  of  accounts,  or  other  papers  on  file  or  of  record  in 
the  department,  are  to  be  furnished  only  to  such  individuals  as  may  have  a  personal  interest  in  them,  or 
at  their  recpiest;  that  if  they  relate  to  suits  in  which  the  United  States  are  interested,  such  copies  be 
transmitted  to  the  district  attorneys  having  charge  of  such  suits,  subject  to  the  inspection  of  the  parties 
applying  for  them;  and  that,  when  transmitted  to  district  attorneys,  they  be  sent  through  the  Solicitor  of 
tiie  Treasury,  that  he  may  be  duly  apprised  of  all  facts  communicated  to  the  opposite  party. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.      S.  D.  INGHAM,  Secretary  </  the  Treasury. 


Mr.  Wn-Ki.iFFE,  from  the  C'nmmittce  on  the  Public  Lands,  reported  the  following  bill  to  establish  a  land 

office  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepivsenlatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Conrjress 
assembled,  That  all  that  part  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan  which  is  comprehended  within  the  following- 
boundaries  shall,  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  constitute  one  land  district  for  the  sale  and 
entry  of  the  public  lands,  \\z: 

and  there  is  hereby  estaljlished  a  land  office  within  the  same,  to  be  located  at  such  place  as  the  President, 
in  his  discretion,  shall  think  proper  to  designate. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  under  the  existing  laws,  a  register  and  receiver  in  and  for  said  district, 
whose  compensation  shall  be  the  same  as  provided  for  otlicr  registers  and  receivers. 

December  23,  1831 


Testimony  of  the  Hon.  Louis  McLane. 

Question  }sf,  tnj  3Ir.  Wick-life.  Was  the  letter  of  C.  A.  WickliOe,  of  the  29th  of  December,  enclosing  a 
private  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  a  land  office  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,"  requesting  to  trace 
the  boundaries  said  district  adjusted  and  designated,  directed  to  you  in  your  official  character,  read  by  you 
as  such,  and  cnnsidered  by  you  as  an  official  application  emanating  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  through  their  organ  ? 

Answer.  Yes;  I  so  considered  it. 

Question  2d,  by  Mr.  Wirllifr.  As  an  official  act  did  you,  in  the  usual  mode,  refer  it  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  l^and  Office,  with  a  request  that  he  would  perform  the  duty  and  furnish  the 
information  required  ? 

Answer.  When  the  letter  was  received  by  me  I  directed  it  to  be  referred  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  which  was  done  by  an  indorsement  in  the  handwriting  of  the  chief  clerk,  that  being 
one  mode  in  which  such  references  are  usually  made. 

Question  M.,  bi/  Mr.  Wickliffe.  Was  the  letter  of  Mr.  Hayward,  dated  the  5th  of  January,  1832,  directed 
to  you  in  your  official  character,  in  answer  to  your  request,  received  by  you  as  an  official  paper? 

Ansicer.  Yes. 

Question  ith,  by  Mr.  Wickiiffe.  What  was  the  objection  on  your  part  to  the  said  letter;  please  to  state 
it,  and  point  it  out  in  your  answer;  and  state  also  why  it  was  you  sent  a  second  request  to  the  Commis- 
sioner to  describe  such  boundaries  of  the  contemplated  new  district  as  he  would  recommend  conformably 
to  the  request  contained  in  the  letter  of  the  cliairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands? 

Answer.  I  considered  the  communication  from  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  as 
informing  the  deji.artment  that  the  committee  had  decided  upon  the  expediency  of  that  land  office,  and 
reijuiring  of  the  department  only  the  delineation  of  such  boundaries  as  would  be  most  convenient  for  the 
public  service.  Mr.  Hayward,  in  the  particular  terms  of  his  letter,  declining  to  recommend  any  bounda- 
ries, and  expressing  his  opinion  in  opposition  to  the  establisliment  of  the  land  office,  the  subject  was  again 
referred  to  him,  with  a  more  particular  explanation  of  tiie  object  (if  the  committee. 

Question  bih,  by  Mr.  Wickliff'e.  Was  this  an  official  act  on  your  part,  and  was  the  answer  returned  by 
the  Commissioner  official,  or  was  it  a  part  of  an  informal  and  unofficifll  correspondence  between  you  upon 
this  subject?  '' 
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Atif^icer.  I  coiisiilered  both  official  at  the  time  tli(>  cuiniimnicatinn  was  iiiailc  iVoiu  llir  ("iiiiiinissinucr  (if 
llic  General  Land  Ullk'c. 

(^Iiiestion  6lh,  hi/  Ulr.  Wickiilf'i-.  \\'liat  was  tliu  (ibjectidn  on  yonr  i)art.  tn  this  seriiiul  h'ttcr,  and  wiiat 
steps  did  yon  take  to  enalde  you  to  furnish  the  boundaries  of  the  new  hind  district  to  inchule  tlie  town  of 
Monroe  ? 

Ansicer.  My  olijeetion  to  tlie  second  letter  was  similar  to  thai  made  tn  the  hrst,  that  if  declined 
o-iving"  the  boundaries.  Desirous  of  nieetinn'  wliat  1  considered  to  \h-  tli<'  views  n!'  tlie  t 'iminiitlee  im 
Public  Lands,  I  invited  an  interview  with  Mr.  Wicklill'e.  Li  that  interview  1  showed  him  the  two  letters 
I  had  received  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Gtlice,  and  explained  to  him  my  difficulties 
upon  the  subject.  I  asked  if  it  would  be  agTCcable  to  him  and  to  the  conmiittee  to  r(>ceive  IVnm  me  the 
delineation  of  boundaries  founded  upon  the  best  information  I  could  obtain'/  lie  said  that  it  wuuld,  Iml 
requested  that  the  letters  from  the  Oomnnssioner  of  the  (Jencral  Land  Ullice  to  me  should  be  transmitted 
to  the  connnittee  at  the  same  time.  1  then  determined  to  take  that  course,  and  having-  obtained  fmm  Mr. 
Wing,  the  delegate  from  Michigan,  information  as  to  the  boundaries,  which  were  satisfactory  to  nic,  I 
prepared  a  letter  to  Mr.  Wicklitle,  recommending'  those  as  the  proper  boundaries.  Hefore  sending  that 
letter,  I  sent  for  the  Coumnssioner  of  the  Land  (Mtice,  and  informed  him  that  Mr.  WicklilVc  desired  that  his 
letters  should  be  sent  to  the  committee,  and  the  course  I  intended  to  iiursue.  Al  the  same  time  1  lead  him 
the  draught  of  my  letter  to  Mr.  \Vicklille;  he  assented  without  any  hesitation  to  the  traiisnussi<in  of  the 
letters,  but  desired  that  I  would  describe  in  my  letter  tlie  indorsements  in  answer  in  which  his  letters 
were  written.  I  directed  tin-  alteration  to  be  made  accordingly.  It  occurred  to  me  subsequently  that  it 
would  be  better  for  the  Counnissiouer  of  the  Land  Olliee  and  myself  that  there  should  be  no  a[iparent 
dillerence  in  our  views.  I  therefore  invited  another  interview  with  Mr.  Wicklill'e.  In  this  interview  I 
iniormed  him  that  it  would  be  personally  gratifying  to  me  if  he  would  withdraw  his  request  to  have  the 
answers  scut  to  the  comnuttee;  that  tlie  communications  which  had  passed  between  me  and  the  (Jdiiimis- 
sioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  might  be  treated  as  informal  and  unofficial;  and  that  he  would  agree 
to  receive  from  me  a  communication  from  the  Commissioner,  adopting-  the  boundaries  recommended 
by  Jlr.  Wing  as  the  official  reply  from  me  t(.)  his  letter  of  the  '29th  of  December.  I  understood  Mr.  Wick- 
liffe  to  assent  to  that  arrangement,  and  I  then  sent  for  the  CommissioTier  of  the  (ieneral  Land  Office,  and 
explained  to  him  what  had  taken  place  between  Mr.  Wicklifl'e  and  myself.  He  consented  to  adopt  the 
boundaries  recommended  by  Mr.  ^\"ing■,  and  to  make  his  reply  accordingly.  P''rom  this  time  I  considered 
the  communications  made  to  me  liy  the  Commissions-  of  the  General  Land  Office  informal,  and  destroyed 
the  letters. 

QiH'f^lion  "illi,  hy  Mr.  Wicllijfe.  Did  you  between  the  loth  and  25th  of  January  last,  or  at  any  other 
time,  "inform"  the  Conuuissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  that  the  two  letters  of  the  Commissioner, 
dated  the  5th  and  lOtli  of  January,  1832,  to  you  iqion  this  subject  would  not  be  sent  to  C.  A.  AVieklifl'e  in 
answer  to  his  request  of  the  29th  of  December,  if  the  said  Commissioner  had  any  objections  to  your 
doing  so  ? 

An><u'er.  I  inquired  of  tlie  C-ommissioner  if  he  had  any  objections,  and  he  said  he  had  none;  but  I 
have  no  recollection  of  having  informed  the  Commissioner  at  any  time  that  his  two  letters  of  the  5th  and 
10th  of  January,  1832,  would  not  be  sent  to  Mr.  Wicklifl'e  if  the  said  Commissioner  had  any  objections  to 
my  doing  so.  After  exhibiting-  the  letters  to  Mr.  W^icklifle,  I  should  not  have  I'elt  myself  at  liberty  to 
decline  sending  them  had  he  insisted  upon  their  transmission. 

Question  Sth,  by  Mr.  WklUffe.  Are  such  letters  referred  to  required  to  be  recorded  before  sent  to  yon, 
and  is  that  the  practice  in  the  Land  Office  ? 

Ansirer.  I  cannot  answer  as  to  the  practice  of  the  Land  Office. 

Quedion  9lh,  by  Mr.  WickUffe.  Has  it  been  the  practice  in  the  department,  under  the  rule  dated  the 
20th  of  October,  ls30,  marked  A,  and  annexed  to  the  answer  of  the  Commissioner,  to  furnish  members  of 
Congress  upon  their  request  with  copies  of  official  letters  of  record  touching  and  concerning  business 
pending-  before  either  house  of  Congress  ?  And  did  ilr.  Wicklifl'e  inform  you  of  his  intention  to  call  for 
copies  of  said  letters  before  he  made  the  request  of  the  Commissioner  ? 

Anmcer.  It  is  the  practice  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  ordinary  cases  to  furnish 
members  of  Congress  upon  their  request  with  copies  of  official  lett(M-s  of  record  toucliing  and  concerning 
business  before  either  house  of  Congress.  Mr.  AV icklifl'e  did  infiirnr  me  of  his  intention  to  a|>ply  for  those 
papers. 

Question  lOlh,  by  2Ir.  Wicf.lilfe.  Did  the  Commissioner  cijnsult  with  you  after  he  had  received  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Wicklifl'e  of  the  7th  of  March  requesting  copies  of  said  letters,  in  order  to  ascertain  from  j-ou 
whether  it  was  his  (Mr.  Wicklifl'e's)  "wish  to  procure  copies  from  the  records  of  the  Land  Office,  and  to 
assent  to  the  assent  of  the  Commissioner  to  obtain  them  I'mm  the  Secretarj-  of  the  Treasury?"  and  did 
you  advise  him  to  give  the  answer  to  that  request  contained  in  the  letter  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  12th 
of  March,  1832? 

Answer.  The  Commissioner  did  consult  with  mo  after  he  had  received  Mr.  Wickliffc's  letter  of  the  7th 
of  March  requesting  copies  of  said  letters,  and  it  is  probable,  though  I  cannot  distinctly  state,  for  the 
purposes  mentioned  in  his  answer.  On  that  occasion  I  informed  the  Commissioner  that  after  Mr.  Wick- 
lifl'e's agreement  to  receive  his  communication  as  the  official  reply  in  answer  to  Jlr.  Wicklifl'e's  first  letter, 
I  then  considered  the  previous  letters  as  informal,  and  forming-  no  piart  of  the  records  of  my  oflice,  and 
had  destroj-ed  them.  The  Commissioner  did  not  on  that  or  upon  any  other  occasion  show  me  any  letter 
or  draught  of  a  letter  wliich  was  afterwards  sent,  nor  did  I  advise  that  or  any  other  form  of  answer. 

Question  11th,  by  Mr.  Hayicard.  Did  you  not  say  to  me,  at  the  interview  in  which  I  assented   to  the 
transmission  of  my  two  letters  to  Mr.  AV'icklift'e,  that  there  were  two  modes  of  yonr  rejilying  to  Mr. 
Wicklifl'e's  letter:  (jue  was  to  transmit  my  two  letters  as  a  part  of  your  oflicial  report;  and  the  other  to 
make  a  separate  reply  without  those  letters;  and  that  I  might  have  my  choice  of  these  two  modes? 
Answer.  I  have  no  recollection  of  saying  so. 

LOUIS  McLANE. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  April  14,  1832,  before 

R.  S.  BRISCOE,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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Testimony  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wing. 

I  was  cbarg-ed  with  tlie  presentation  to  Cong-ress  of  several  petitions  for  the  establishment  of  an 
additional  land  district  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  Territory  of  Michi^'an.  On  presenting  tliem  they 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  who  ag-reed  to  report  a  bill  in  favor  of  the  object.  When 
the  bill  was  printed  I  perceived  that  the  boundary  was  left  blank,  and,  on  inquiring  of  the  chairman  why 
the  boundary  was  not  given  in  the  bill,  was  informed  that  application  was  first  to  be  made  to  the  Treasury 
Department,  or  to  the  General  Land  OfKcc,  (I  am  not  certain  which,)  to  obtain  the  proper  boundary. 
After  waiting  some  days,  and  inquiring  again  of  the  chairman  whether  an  answer  had  been  received,  he 
informed  me  it  had  not  been;  and  perceiving  that  the  bill  stood  nearly  at  the  head  of  the  calendar  of 
business,  and  apprehending  that  if  called  up  before  the  answer  should  be  received  the  bill  would  lose 
its  place  on  the  calendar,  I  called  myself  upon  the  Conmiissioner  of  the  General  Land  Oflice,  at  his  own 
house,  and  had  a  conversation  with  him  upon  the  subject.  On  naming  the  subject  to  him,  he  told  me  that 
when  the  land  districts  in  tliat  Territory  were  last  arranged,  the  Territory  had  been  divided  into  two 
districts  by  a  line  north  and  south,  with  a  view  to  its  ultimate  subdivision  into  four  districts  by  a  line 
running  cast  and  west;  and  tiiought  it  would  be  better,  whilst  Congress  was  legislating  on  the  subject, 
at  once  to  create  the  fourth  district.  On  stating  to  the  Commissioner  that  I  had  not  been  reijuested  to 
ask  for  the  establishment  of  a  district  in  the  northwestern  section  of  the  peninsula,  I  intimated  to  him 
that  I  siiould  nevertheless  think  it  proper,  inasmuch  as  that  part  of  the  country  was  rapidly  settling.  Ho 
observed  that  it  might  be  done,  leaving  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  President  to  organize  it  whenever 
circumstances  would  justil'y  it;  and  requested  me  to  call  at  the  office,  (he  being  unable  to  go  to  the  office,) 
and  request  Mr.  Moore  to  examine  the  plats  and  maps  with  a  view  to  the  proper  divisions.  I  called 
accordingly  upon  Mr.  Moore  at  the  oflice,  and  w-ith  him  looked  at  the  plats,  &c.,  and  had  with  him  a 
desultory  conversation  on  the  subject,  but  arrived  at  no  particular  result  in  relation  to  the  matter.  Soon 
after  I  stated  to  Mr.  W'icklill'e,  tlie  chairman,  the  result  of  my  interview  with  the  Commissioner. 

Fird  qiu'dion,  bij  Mi'.  Daniel.  Did  you  inform  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  that  the 
committee  had  reported  a  bill  to  establish  a  land  office  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan;  and  did  j^ou  show  him 
the  bill? 

Answer.  I  do  nut  recolk'ct  that  I  stated  in  terms  to  the  Commissioner  that  a  bill  had  been  reported. 
I  did  not  present  him  the  bill. 

Second  question  of  Mr.  Daniel.  What  did  he  say  in  approval  or  disapproval  of  an  additional  land  office, 
or  upon  the  subject  of  its  being  necessary  to  be  established  ?  And  did  he  or  did  he  not  urge  the  proprietj' 
of  so  amending  the  bill  as  to  establish  two  instead  of  one  ?  Did  he  say  anything  upon  the  subject  of  the 
President  being  authorized  to  put  one  in  operation  at  some  future  day,  when  the  surveys  and  settlements 
should  be  sufficiently  advanced  to  justify  it? 

Ansicer.  I  cannot  state  the  precise  words  made  use  of  by  the  Commissioner  in  relation  to  the  necessity 
of  the  laud  office  in  the  southeastern  section  (jf  the  Territory.  He  suggested  the  expediency  of  a  fourth 
district  in  the  nc.irtheast  part  of  the  Territory,  to  be  organized  at  the  discretion  of  the  President. 

Third  question,  by  Mr.  Beardsley.  Did  he  say  anything  upon  the  necessity  of  the  land  office  in  the 
southeast  section;  if  so,  what? 

Ansiver.  That  being  the  sole  object  of  my  call  upon  the  Commissioner,  it  was  the  first  subject  of 
conversation;  but  his  words  I  do  not  recollect.  I  understood  the  Commissioner  to  assent  to  the  expediency 
of  establishing  a  kind  district  in  the  southeastern  section  of  the  Territory,  though  I  do  not  recollect  that 
be  so  stated  in  express  terms. 

Fourth  question,  by  Mr.  Foster  Was  your  conclusion  that  the  Commissioner  assented  to  the  establish- 
ment of  an  office  in  the  southeast  part  of  the  Territory  drawn  from  anjr  particular  expressions  of  the 
Commissioner,  or  from  his  making  no  objections  to  it  ? 

Answer.  I  left  the  Connnissioner's  house  without  a  doubt  upon  my  mind  that  he  considered  the 
establishment  of  the  district  at  this  time  expedient,  both  from  what  I  understood  him  to  say  of  that  part 
of  the  country'  generally  and  from  his  intimating  no  objections. 

Fifth  question,  by  Mr.  Daniel.  From  the  maps  and  surveys  of  the  public  lands  then  in  the  General 
Land  Office,  could  or  could  not  you  have  described  the  boundaries  of  the  new  district,  including  Monroe  ? 

Answer  I  have  never  examined  the  maps  and  survoj-s  in  the  General  Land  Office  relating  to  the 
Territory  but  once  that  I  can  recollect.  They  appeared  to  be  correct;  but  were  I  to  be  governed  in 
deciding  upon  a  boundai-y  solely  upon  an  examination  of  the  majis  and  surveys,  without  any  personal 
knowledge  of  the  country,  I  might  or  might  not  give  such  a  one  as  would  best  accommodate  the  country. 

SLrlh  quei<lion,  by  Mr.  Beardsley.  Did  you  inform  the  Commissioner  what  tract  of  country  was  designed 
or  intended  to  be  embraced  in  the  contemplated  district;  and  if  so,  what  information  did  you  give  him 
upon  it? 

Anawer.  I  did  generally;  but  not  recollecting  distinctly  the  boundaries  asked  for  in  the  petitions,  I 
think  I  did  not  define  any  precise  boundary,  except  that  the  district  was  to  be  composed  principally  of 
the  eastern  part  of  the  former  southern  land  district  of  Michigan. 

Seventh  question,  by  3Ir.  Daniel.  Had  a  previous  land  district  been  established  to  include  Monroe,  and 
had  said  district  been  discontinued;  and  did  you  or  did  you  not  inform  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  that  it  was  intended  to  establish  the  boundaries  of  the  district  which  had  been  discontinued? 

Answer.  A  previous  land  district  had  been  established,  including  Monroe,  which  had  been  discontinued 
or  altered  by  act  of  Congress,  and  I  communicated  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  that 
it  was  contemplated  to  re-establish  so  much  of  the  eastern  part  of  the  former  district  into  a  separate 
district  as  the  circumstances  of  the  country  might  require. 

Question  hth,  by  Mr.  Daniel.  State  at  whose  instance  you  prepared  aud  furnished  the  boundaries 
which  you  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the  land  district  in  your  letter  of  the  16th  January 
last. 

Answer.  At  the  instance  of  the  Secretary'  of  the  Treasury. 

Question  Qtli,  by  Mr.  Beardsley.  Was  the  Commissioner  well  or  ill  when  you  called  upon  him  as  stated 
by  you  ? 

Answer.  He  stated  that  he  was  ill,  and  appeared  to  be  so. 

Question  lO^/i,  by  Mr.  Foster.  After  your  first  visit  to  Mr.  Hay  ward,  did  you  state  to  Mr.  Wickliffe  that 
the  Commissioner  had   assented  to  the  propriety  of  establishing  a  land  office  in  the  soutlieast  section  of 
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the  Territory,  and  liis  sugg-cstioiis  autlioriziiij^  the  President  to  establish  a  I'mirtii  one  at  sunie  I'uture  time, 
and  at  what  time  did  you  make  tiiis  commuiiieation  to  Mr.  Wicklifl'e  / 

.•J«siOT.  I  stated  to  Mr.  ^Vieklit]e  the  result  of  my  interview  witii  the  Commissioner  soon  after  tlio 
interview  took  place.     The  precise  time  I  cannot  recollect;  I  should  think  it  within  two  or  three  daj-s. 

(Juestion  llfA,  by  Mr.  M'tctlijl'i-.  In  tlic  conversation  with  the  Commissioner  npon  the  subject  of  estab- 
lishing" the  land  office,  to  v.-liich  you  have  alluded,  did  the  Commissioner  reply  or  say  to  you  "that  nd 
necessity  was  perceived  fur  such  a  measure  at  tiie  present  time?" 

AiLswcr.  I  recollect  no  such  n-mai'k,  but  sujiposed  him  entirely  to  aciiuiesci_^  in  the  e.vpedienc}'  of  the 
measure. 

(Jut'dioit  I21I1,  hij  Mr.  Wu-liiffc.  In  making;  out  the  boundaries  for  the  land  districts  did  you  or  did 
you  not  consult  and  refer  to  copies  of  the  maps  and  survey's,  the  orig'inals  of  which  were  in  the  General 
Laud  Office,  and  accessible  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office? 

Answer.  In  making-  out  the  boundaries  furnished  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  I  referred  to 
Farmer's  map  of  .Michigan,  which  purimrts  to  be  based  in  part  upon  the  surveys  returned  to  the  General 
Lantl  Office,  but  was  governed  principally  by  my  own  personal  knowledge  of  the  country.  I  presume 
tlie  Coiimiissioner  has  access  to  the  original  survey's  in  his  <iffice. 

Que^lion  Vitk,  b;/  3Ir.  Brcrrd.^Iei/.  In  your  conversation  with  tlie  Commissioner  did  he  say  anything  to 
you  whether  it  might  or  nn'glit  not  become  necessary  at  some  future  time  ti.i  establish  two  new  laud  dis- 
tricts; and  if  so,  what  did  he  say  thereupon? 

AiiMce)-.  I  did  not  understand  the  Coniniissioner  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  establishing,  at  some 
fulure  lime,  two  new  land  districts,  but  of  one  in  tiie  northwestern  part  of  the  territory,  to  be  hereafter 
organized  by  the  President  when  the  circumstances  cif  the  country  would  require  it. 

Question  lith,  by  Judge  Hayward.  Have  j-ou  a  distinct  recollection  of  the  conversation  between  us  at 
the  interview  you  alluded  to  at  my  house  ? 

Answer.  The  precise  words  used  I  do  not  recollect,  but  have  a  distinct  impression  as  to  the  substance. 

Question  loth,  l)y  Judye  Hayward.  When  you  lirst  named  to  me  the  projjositiou  of  a  new  land  district 
in  the  Territory-  of  ^licliigan,  did  I  not  reply  to  you  that  I  knew  of  no  necessity  for  such  a  measure  at  the 
present  time  ? 

An.'fU'er.  I  do  not  recollect  such  a  reply,  and  did  not  g'ct  that  impression. 

Question  16th,  by  Judye  Hayward.  Did  you  not,  during  that  conversation,  express  to  me  the  opinion  that 
if  3'ou  had  the  map  before  you  you  would  designate  the  boundaries  of  a  new  district,  in  the  southeastern 
part  of  the  Territory,  that  wouhl  now  be  benelicial  to  the  country  and  accommodate  purchasers;  and  was 
it  not  after  you  had  expressed  such  an  opinion  that  I  requested  you  to  call  at  the  Land  Oflice  and  confer 
with  the  chief  clerk,  who  would  exhibit  to  you  the  map;  and  did  1  not  request  you,  after  you  should  have 
had  such  conference  with  the  chief  clerk  and  examined  the  map,  to  see  me  again  on  the  subject  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  I  did  state  that  if  I  had  the  map  I  could  designate  a  boundary  which  would 
accommodate  purchasers  in  tlie  southeastern  part  of  the  Territory;  and  although  I  do  not  recollect  the 
precise  order  of  the  conversation,  yet  it  is  not  improbable  that  it  was  subsequent  to  the  above  conversa- 
tion that  the  Commissioner  requested  me  to  call  at  the  Land  Oifice  and  confer  with  the  chief  clerk.  I  had 
no  distinct  understanding  that  the  Commissioner  expected  me  to  return  to  see  him,  but  it  is  quite  probable 
ho  did,  since  my  personal  knowledge  of  the  country  would  have  enabled  me  to  give  information  which 
the  maps  alone  would  not  aflbrd 

Question  11th,  by  Judye  Hayward.  At  the  conversation  alluded  to  did  I  make  use  of  any  language  or 
expression,  or  state  any  facts  or  reasons  in  favor  of  a  new  land  district  in  the  southeastern  section  of 
Michigan  at  the  present  time;  and  if  so,  what  was  that  language  or  expression,  or  facts  stated,  01  reasons 
oflered  ? 

Answer.  The  reasons  stated  by  Judge  Hayward  in  favor  of  any  change  at  all  were  directed  principally 
to  the  propriety  of  including  in  the  same  bill  a  provision  for  a  fourth  district  in  the  northwestern  part  of 
the  Territory;  very  little  was  said  in  relation  to  the  southeastern  district  then  contemplated.  As  I  under- 
stood the  Commissioner  to  say  that  when  the  districts  were  last  arranged  it  was  under  an  expectation  that 
a  subdivision  east  and  west  would  soon  be  required,  and  no  doubt  was  raised,  that  I  recollect,  as  to  the 
expediency  and  necessit_y  of  creating  the  one  now  asked  fir. 

Question  l&th,  tnj  Judge  Hayward.  When  I  remarked  to  you  that  the  two  land  districts  of  ilichigan 
were  so  arranged  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  as  to  admit  of  a  future  subdivision  into  four  districts, 
did  I  not  express  to  you  my  opinion  in  the  following  language:  "If  a  new  land  district  is  to  be  estab- 
lished in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  Territory  at  the  present  session,  it  would  be  better  at  the  same  time 
to  divide  the  western  district,  giving  to  the  President  the  power  to  organize  the  district  in  the  north- 
western part  of  the  peninsula  wiienever  he  should  deem  it  proper,  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  future 
legislation  on  the  suVject  ?" 

Answer.  I  think  such  was  the  tenor  i.pf  the  remarks  made  b^-  the  Commissioner. 

QueMion  I9th,  l>y  Judge  Hayward.  During  the  conversation  between  us  to  which  you  have  alluded,  do 
you  or  do  you  not  now  recollect  that  I  expressed  to  you  the  following  opiruon  in  the  following  language: 
"  I  do  not  perceive  any  necessity  for  an  additicjnal  land  district  in  Michigan  at  the  pre.-^ent  time,  but  at  a 
future  period  (perhaps  two  or  three  j'ears)  it  would  be  necessary  and  proper  to  establish  two,  one  east 
and  the  other  west  of  the  principal  meridian  ?" 

Answer.  If  Judge  Hayward  expressed  such  an  opinion,  I  did  not  understand  him.  I  certainlj-  left 
his  house  with  tlie  impression  that  he  assented  to  the  propriety  of  establishing  one  or  more  additional 
land  offices  at  the  present  time. 

Question  20lh,  by  Judge  Hayward.  Did  j'ou  call  upon  me  at  the  Land  Office  on  the  Monday  morning 
immediately  following  the  day  when  the  resolution  now  under  consideration  was  adopted;  and  what  did 
you  state  to  me  was  the  object  and  purpose  of  your  visit  ? 

Answer.  I  did  call  at  the  Commissiimer's  office  a  day  or  two  after  Mr.  Wicklifle's  resolution  was 
oflered,  in  relation,  I  think,  to  a  land  warrant  or  some  Indian  reservations,  and  observed  to  the  Commis- 
sioner whilst  there,  that,  from  the  wording  of  that  resolution,  it  might  be  inferred  that  I  had  some  agency 
in  causing  the  resolution  to  be  introduced;  but  would  take  occasion  to  say  that  I  had  had  no  agency  in 
it,  nor  had  I  any  feeling  on  the  subject  or  to  that  eflect. 

Question  21st,  Inj  Judge  Hayicard.  Did  you  not  at  that  time  state  to  me  that  our  previous  conversation 
on  the  subject  (jf  a  new  land  district  in  Michigan  did  not  amount  to  much,  at  any  rate;  that  I  did  not 
appear  to  think  the  measure  necessary  at  the  present  time,  but  that  two  would  be  necessary  at  a  future 
period  ? 
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Answer.  I  may  liavc  said  tliat  \vc  liad  not  mucli  conversation  on  the  subject  of  the  land  district  now 
asked  for,  and  may  have  stated  that  I  liad,  since  our  first  conversation,  understood  that  he  deemed  tlio 
measure  inexpedient  at  tlie  present  time;  but  could  not  have  said  that  I  orig'inally  understood  him  so. 
The  lirst  conversation  which  I  had  with  Judge  Ilayward  after  the  introduction  of  Mr.  Wicklifle's 
resohition,  was  not  very  specific  as  to  our  original  conversation  at  his  house;  and  apprehensive  that  he 
might,  from  what  passed,  misapprehend  my  understanding  of  the  case,  I  returned  to  Judge  Hayward'.s 
office  and  stated  to  him  distinctly  my  understanding  of  the  original  conversation,  which  is  expressed  in 
substance  in  the  preceding  answer  to  the  11th  interrogatory, 

(Juestion  22d,  hi/  Mr.  Daniel.  Could  the  boundaries  furnished  by  the  Commissioner,  with  which  the 
blank  in  the  bill  was  filled,  have  been  designated  on  the  map  in  the  Land  Office? 

Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  boundary  furnished  by  me  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
wliicli  Judge  Ilayward  afterwards  told  me  was  the  one  furnished  in  answer  to  Mr.  AVickliffe's  call,  can  be 
distinctly  traced  upcm  the  maps  in  the  office. 

(Question  23(f,  bij  Judge  Hayward.  Could  not  a  variety  of  other  boundaries  of  a  new  southeastern 
district  in  Michigan  bo  distinctly  traced  on  the  map  of  that  Territory  ? 

Answer.  No  doubt  of  it. 

Question  2ith,  by  Mr.  Beardsley.  Can  you  state  the  language  or  substance  of  any  remark  made  by  the 
Commissioner  upon  the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of  establishing  a  new  land  district  in  the  southeastern 
part  of  the  Territory?  If  so,  state  the  same  as  accurately  as  possilde. 

Answer.  The  words,  as  I  have  before  said,  I  do  not  recollect,  but  the  substance  of  his  remarks  as  I 
understood,  was  an  assent  to  the  expediency  of  establishing-,  at  the  present  time,  a  new  land  district  in 
the  southeastern  part  of  the  Tcrritorv. 

A.  E.  WING. 

Sworn  liefore  the  committee. 

Testimony  of  Henry  Jachson,  esq. 

Question  by  Elijah  Hayward,  esq.  Were  you  present  at  a  conversation  between  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wing-,  oi 
Michigan,  and  myself,  at  the  General  Laud  Office,  on  the  Monday  morning-  inunediately  following-  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution  now  under  consideration? 

Ansicer.  I  was. 

Question  by  Elijah  Hayward,  esq.  Did  you  or  did  you  not  hear  Mr.  Wing  state  to  me  that  he  had 
called  to  assure  me  th.at  he  had  no  agency,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  in  getting'  up  the  said  resolution, 
as  he  thought,  from  a  part  of  it,  I  might  suppose  that  he  had  some  concern  in  bringing-  it  forward  ? 

Ansiver.  I  understood  Mr.  Wing  distinctly  to  disavow  any  agency  in  it  whatever;  remarking,  at  the 
same  time,  that  from  the  manner  in  which  the  resolution  read  in  Gales  &  Seaton's  paper,  that  the  reverse 
was  the  fact. 

Question  by  Elijah  Hayward,  esq.  Did  you  or  did  you  not,  at  the  same  time,  hear  Mr.  Wing-  state  to 
me  that  the  previous  conversation  he  and  myself  bad  had  on  the  suliject  of  a  new  land  district  in 
Michigan  did  not  amount  ti)  much;  that  I  did  jiot  appear  to  think  the  measure  necessary  at  the  present 
time;  but  that  I  thought  two  would  be  necessary  at  a  future  period? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  distinctly  recollect  that  Mr.  Wing-  stated  that  j'our  previous  conversation  did  not 
amount  to  much;  but  I  think  he  admitted  in  his  examination  before  the  committee  that  he  may  have  said 
so;  but  I  perfectly  recollect  that,  when  the  subject  of  the  establishment  of  a  new  land  district  was 
discussed,  your  remark  was,  that  at  this  time  you  considered  it  inexpedient,  but  that  at  a  future  day  two 
might  be  necessary,  and  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  coincided  with  you  in  opini(jn,  but  I  have 
no  recollection  that  Mr.  Wing  admitted  it. 

Question  by  Elijah  Hayvmrd,  esq.  Did  Mr.  Wing  express  any  dissent  to  what  I  stated  on  that 
occasion? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  recollect  that  he  did. 


Sworn  before  the  committee. 


HENRY  JACKSON. 


22d  Congress.]  No.    1056.  |"1st  Session. 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  QUANTITY  AND  COST  OP  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES,  THE  RECEIPTS  FROM  THE  SALES  THEREOF,  AND  THE  OBJECTS  TO  WHICH 
THEY  HAVE  BEEN  APPROPRIATED. 

COMMDNIC.iTED    TO    THE    SENATE    APRII,    23,    1832. 

To  the  Senate: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  containing-  the  information  called  for 
by  the  resolution  of  the  20th  of  March  last,  in  which  the  President  is  requested  to  communicate  to  the 
Senate — 

"  1st.  The  total  amount  of  public  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States  which  remain  unsold,  wliether 
the  Indian  title  thereon  has  been  extinguished  or  not,  as  far  as  that  amount  can  be  ascertained  from 
surveys  actually  made  or  by  estimates,  and  distinguishing  the  States  and  Territories,  respectively,  in 
which  it  is  situated,  and  the  quantity  in  each. 

"  2d.  The  amount  on  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished,  and  the  sums  paid  for  the  extinc- 
tion thereof;  and  the  amount  on  which  the  Indian  title  remains  to  be  extinguished. 

"3d.  The  amount  which  has  been  granted  by  Congress,  from  time  to  time,  in  the  several  States  and 
Territories,  distinguishing-  between  them,  and  stating  the  purposes  for  which  the  grants  were  respectively 
made,  and  the  amount  of  lands  granted  or  money  paid  in  satisfaction  of  Virginia  land  claims. 

"4th.  The  amount  which  has  been  heretofore  sold  by  the  United  States,  distinguishing  between  the 
States  and  Territories  in  which  it  is  situated. 

"5th.  The  amount  which  has  been  paid  to  France,  Spain,  and  Georgia,  for  the  public  lands  acquired 
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from  tlu'lii  n'spectively,  iiiclmlin,;;'  tlii'  uiiinuiit  wliicli  lias  liccii  |i;iiil  to  |iiircli:iscL's  IVoiii  ( icoi-^'ia  to  f|iii('t,  or 
in  satisl'aetion  of  their  cluiiiis.  ami  tlio  ainouiil  paid  to  tin'  Jinliaiis  to  rcliiii]iiish  llioii-  t  illc  williiii  1  lie 
limits  of  (ieorgia. 

"  Gth.  The  total  expense  of  administi'rin.n'  the  piiMic  domain  since  the  declaration  of  independence, 
including-  all  charp,-e.s  for  surveyin;;',  for  land  ofHces  and  other  disluirsements,  and  e.\hil)itin<;-  the  net 
amount  which  has  heen  realized  in  the  treasury  from   that  source." 

AXDKEW  JAtJKSUX. 

\\'.\siii.\uTOX,  April  io,  1832. 


The  President  having"  referrt'd  to  the  Secretary  (.)f  the  Treasury  a  resohilion  of  the  Senate  of  the  Sfith 
of  March  last,  in  the  following  terms: 

" lii-'^olivd.  That  the  President  of  tlie  United  States  he  rei]uesteil  to  cause  the  f  illowing  infoimation 
to  he  communicated  to  the  Senate: 

"1st.  The  total  amount  of  public  lands  helong-ing  to  the  United  States  which  remain  uns(.>ld,  whether 
the  Indian  title  thereon  has  been  e.'itingiushed  or  not,  as  far  as  that  amount  can  lie  ascertained  from 
surveys  actually  made  or  by  estimates,  and  distinguishing  the  States  and  Territories,  respectively,  in 
which  it  is  situated,  and  the  quantity  in  each. 

"2d.  The  amount  on  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished,  and  the  sums  paid  for  the  extinc- 
tion thereof;  and  the  amount  on  which  the  Indian  title  remains  to  be  cxting'uished. 

"3d.  The  amount  which  has  been  granted  by  Congress  from  time  to  time  to  the  several  States  and 
Territories,  distinguishing  between  them,  and  stating  the  purposes  for  which  the  g-rants  were  respectively 
made,  and  the  amount  of  lands  granted  or  money  paid  in  satisfaction  of  Virginia  land  claims. 

"4th.  The  amount  which  has  been  heretofore  sold  by  the  United  States,  distinguishing  bet"\veen  the 
States  and  Territories  in  wliich  it  is  situated. 

"5th.  The  amount  which  has  been  paid  to  France,  Spain,  and  Georgia,  for  the  public  lands  acquired 
from  them  respectively,  including  the  amount  which  has  been  paid  to  purchasers  from  Georgia  to  quiet,  or 
in  satisfaction  of  their  claims,  and  the  amount  paid  to  the  Indians  to  relimiuish  their  title  within  the 
limits  of  Georgia. 

"Gth.  The  total  expense  of  administering  the  public  domain  since  the  declaration  of  independence, 
including  all  charges  for  surveying,  for  land  offices  and  other  disbursements,  and  exhibiting  the  net 
amount  which  has  been  realized  in  the  treasury  from  that  source." 

The  Secretary  has  the  honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  statements  from  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury  and  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  (marked  A  and  15,)  containing  tiie  informa- 
tion required. 

LOUIS  McLANP],  Secretary  of  the  Treamrij. 

The  President  of  the  United  States. 


Statement  of  2Xiyments  by  the  United  States  to  France,  Sjjain,  and  the  Slate  of  Georgia,  for  the  public  lands, 
also  to  the  several  Indian  tribes,  including  the  amount  paid  for  e.rtinguishing  the  Indian,  titles  to  lands 
within  the  limits  of  Georgia;   the  total  expense  of  administering  the  piublic  domain  since  the  declaration 
of  independence,  and  showing  the  net  amount  realized  in  the  treasury  from  that  source.     Stated  in  pur^w.* 
ance  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  March  26,  1832. 

Payment  to  France  on  account  of  the  purchase  of  Louisiana — 

Principal §14,  984,  812  28 

Interest 8,  529,  3o3  43 

$23,514,225  11 

Payment  to  Spain  on  account  of  Florida — 

Principal 4,  985,  599  82 

Interest 1,  265,  416  67 

6,  251,  016  49 

Payment  to  Georgia — 

To  the  State  treasury 1,  065,  484  06 

To  the  holders  of  Yazoo  scrip 1,  830,  808  04 

2,  896,  292  10 

Payment  to  Indian  tribes, (on  all  accounts  and  including  *$702,8"4  54 
paid  for  extinguishing  tlie  Indian  title  to  lands  within  the  limits 
of  Georgia,  with  the  exception  of  a  portion  of  the  sum  stated 
below,)  viz: 

Payments  prior  to  March  4,  1189 113,  966  31 

Payments  under  the  present  government 11,  852,  182  56 

. 11,966,148  81 

Payment  to  survej'ors,  commissioners,  and  other  officers  employed  in 
the  management  and  sale  of  the  public  domain,  viz: 

Prior  to  the  present  government IS,  111  90 

Under  the  present  government 3,  563,  834  54 

3,  581,  952  44 

48,  209,  635  61 

Net  amount  of  money  received  at  the  treasury,  from  the  sale  of  pulilic  lands,  to  Seii- 

tcmber  30,  183l't 31,  213,  113  31 

T.  L.  SMITH,  Register. 
Treasury  Dep.\rtment,  Register's  Office,  April  13,  1832. 

°  Of  this  svim,  S249,850  48  were  paid  to  the  Creek  nation,  under  the  treaty  of  February  12,  1825,  for  lands  in  Georgia 
and  Alaliama. 

f  There  was  also  paid  in  public  securities,  under  the  confeOerative  government,  $7,38,965  82. 
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B. 

Statement  cf  the  amutint  ijf  landft  (jrantcd  or  moyiojs  jMid  in  .^alisfacikin  of  Virginia  land  claims 


Acres. 

Value  of  ihe  scnp  ai 
the  minimum  pnce 
of  §1  -25  per  acre. 

Lands  between  the  Little  Miami  and  Sciota  rivers  in  Oliio,  set  apart  to 
satisfy  Virginia  military  land  warrants  of  the  continental  line,  esti- 
mated at      

*3,  709, 

50, 

260, 

484 

000 
000 

Amount  of  land  warrants  converted  into  scrip  under  tlic  provisions  of 
the  act  of  Congress,  approved  May  30,  1><30,  viz  : 

$62,  500 
322,  500 

Aggregate 

4.  nut, 

4*4 

oS5.  000 

=■  Of  this  quantity  there  have  been  patcnteii,  to  the  Ist  of  April,  1S32,  3.213,486  acres. 

ELIJAH  HAYWARD. 


GEN-ER.U.  Land  Office,  April  20,  1832. 


C. 

A  statement  exhihitiuf/  i'pix-ial  t<ales  of  public  laiuh  prior  to  the  orrjanizaiion  ot' Ihe  Land  Office. 


Where  and  to  vrhom  sold. 

Sales  of  public  lands. 

Depcsits  for- 
feited. 

Tc  'tal  proceeils. 

Tear. 

Quantity  in 
acres 

EHirchase  money. 

Itemarks. 

1787.. 

72.974 
202,187 

272,540 

892.900 

43.446 

887,325  59 
1.^1,640  25 

189,693  00 

642.856  66 

99,901  59 

$29,782   65        ^117. 108  2+ 

1792.. 

Pennsylvania 

John  Cleves  Sy mmes 

Ohio  Company 

Pittiburg.  . . .' 

151. 640  25 

1792.. 
1792-. 
1796.. 

525  94 

debt. 
189.693  00   '  Paid  in  army  land  warrants. 
642,  856  66  :  Paid  in  ccrtiticates  of  public 

rants. 

1.484,047 

1.171,417  09 

30,308  59 

1,201,725  68 

Teeastkt  Department,  Regiilcr's  Oijice,  April  20, 1832. 


T.  L.  SMITH,  R'giitir. 


22d  COS-GRESS.I 


No.  1057. 


^IsT  .Session-. 


APPLICATION    OF  INDIANA   IN    RELATION   TO    SECURING   THE    RIGHTS    OF  THAT  STATE 
IN  THE  SALINE  RESERVE  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  DEARBORN. 

COMSirXIC.tTED    TO    THE    SENATE    APRIL    27,     1832. 

JOINT  RESOLUTION?  relati%-e  to  the  saline  reserve  in  the  coanty  of  Dearborn. 

Whereas  it  appears  that  the  northeast,  northwest,  and  southwest  quarters  of  section  twenty-five, 
in  township  six,  of  range  one  west,  of  the  principal  meridian  line  drawn  from  the  mouth  of  the  Great 
Miami  river,  lying  in  the  county  of  Dearborn,  was,  by  and  under  the  authority  of  the  United  .States, 
reserved  for  the  use  of  a  salt  spring,  situate  upon  said  section,  and  in  accordance  with  the  second  propo- 
sition of  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  "  to  enable  the  people  of  Indiana  Territory  to  form  a 
constitution  and  State  government  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
■with  the  original  States,"  approved  April  19,  1816,  was  granted  to  this  State  for  the  use  of  the  people  of 
the  same,  to  be  used  under  such  terms,  conditions,  and  regulations  as  the  legislature  of  said  State  shall 
direct,  in  conformity  to  which  reservation  and  grant  the  said  State  of  Indiana  has  uniformly,  since  tke 
adoption  of  her  constitution  and  form  of  State  government,  continued  to  exercise  control  over  the  said 
three  quarter  sections  of  land  by  leasing  the  same,  as  provided  for  in  the  second  proposition  of  the  com 
pact  aforesaid,   and  in  particular  that  on  January  4,  1830,  the  Hon.  Miles  C.  Eggleston,  the  president 
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judge  of  the  tliird  judicial  circuit,  in  which  said  saline  reserve  is  situate,  did,  by  indenture  in  writinjj, 
lease  the  same  to  David  Guard  for  a  term  of  three  j'ears  from  and  after  tiie  date  thereof,  who  took  pos- 
session and  placed  certain  persous  as  tenants  tliereon,  to  wit :  Mary  Muir,  John  Davis,  and  Thomas 
Branan;  and  whereas  it  also  appears  that  the  above-named  tenants,  being  advised  that  they  were  entitled 
to  a  rit'-ht  of  entry  of  said  land,  as  occupants  thereof,  at  the  minimum  price  of  United  States  lands  under 
the  pre-emption  law,  did  proceed,  some  time  within  the  year  last  past,  through  the  agency  of  an  attorney 
ill  fact,  to  cause  an  entry  to  be  made  of  said  land,  and  have  procured  patents  in  their  own  names  to  be 
issued  from  the  General  Land  Office  therefor,  and  have  since  sold  and  conveyed  the  same  to  third 
persons,  who  arc  now  claiming  to  hold  the  same  in  virtue  of  such  sale  and  conveyance;  and  whereas  it 
also  appears  that  the  above-named  agent  and  attorney  in  fact  of  those  persons,  acting  or  pretending  to 
act  under  the  power  conferred  upon  him  by  them,  did  also  proceed  to  sell  and  convey  the  said  land  to 
one  Levi  Millar,  who  is  also  now  claiming  the  same  in  virtue  thereof,  but  that  previous  to  such  sale 
being  made  by  said  agent  the  power  of  attorney  made  to  him  as  aforesaid  had  been  publicly  revoked 
throiigh  the  medium  of  the  newspapers;  and  that  those  lands  are  of  great  value,  and  would  command,  in 
cash,  the  sum  of  eight  thousand  dollars,  and  if  sold  on  a  short  credit  would  bring  ten  thousand  dollars; 
and  that,  being  justly  and  legally  the  property  of  the  State  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  compact  afore- 
said between  the  United  State  and  the  State  of  Indiana,  the  necessary  steps  should  be  taken  by  the 
State  autlinrities  to  secure  and  retain  the  possession  and  use  of  the  same  to  the  State  for  the  purposes 
for  which  the  same  was  granted:   Therefore — 

Jie.-iol fed ,  That  the  governor  be  authorized  to  open  a  correspjndence  with  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  either  directly  or  thrcjugh  the  medium  of  our  representation  in  Congress,  relative  to 
the  existing  difficulties  concerning  the  above-described  reserve,  with  a  view  either  to  regain  the  same  or 
to  obtain  a  grant  of  other  lands  of  equivalent  value  in  lieu  thereof;  and  that  he  submit  to  the  next 
general  assembly  the  result  of  such  correspondence,  with  such  other  information  as  may  be  in  his  power 
to  obtain;  and  that  he  transmit  a  copy  of  this  resolution  to  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in 
Congress,  accomiianied  with  a  recjuest  that  they  will  use  their  co-operation  in  effecting  the  object  above 
contemplated. 

H.  P.  THORNTON,  Speal-er  pro  tern,  of  the  House  of  Representatwes. 

DAVID  ^VALLACE,  President  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  February  3,  1882. 

N.  NOBLE. 
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ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    MISSISSIPPI    AND    ALABAMA. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    KEPEESENTATIVES    MAY    1,    1832. 

Mr.  BuLLARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  who  have  been  instructed  by  a  resolution  of  the 
House  to  inquire  into  the  claims  of  Don  Francisco  Hemeterio  de  Hevia  to  four  certain  tracts  of  land 
on  Pearl  and  Pascagoula  rivers,  and  lots  in  Mobile,  reported: 

That  the  petitioner  asks  to  be  confirmed  in  his  title  to  four  several  tracts  of  laud,  some  of  them  of 
great  extent,  and  all  of  them  situated  west  of  the  Perdido,  and  within  that  section  of  country  which  was 
ceded  to  the  United  States  as  a  part  of  Louisiana. 

It  appears  that  two  months  after  the  treaty  of  February  22,  1819,  by  which  East  Florida  was  ceded 
to  the  United  States,  the  claimant  presented  a  petition  at  Havana  to  the  intendant  of  the  army,  and 
superintendent  of  the  royal  hacienda,  in  which,  after  reciting  that  in  the  years  1793,  1794,  and  1799,  he 
had  obtained  grants  for  those  four  tracts  of  land,  the  three  first  from  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  and  the 
last  from  Don  Manuel  de  Lauzos,  commandant  of  Mobile,  he  prays  that  the  surveyor  general  of  East 
J'lorida,  Don  Manuel  Sebastian  Pintado,  may  be  ordered  to  give  him  authentic  copies  of  his  grants,  and 
other  documents  connected  therewith.  In  the  same  petition  he  prays  that  the  auditor  of  the  royal  treasury 
at  Pensacola  may  be  directed  to  certify  whether  the  originals  of  the  three  first  grants  and  an  authentic 
copy  of  the  last,  were  not,  together  with  all  other  papers  in  the  office,  consumed  by  fire  on  the  24th  of 
October,  1811.  This  petition  is  referred  to  the  survej^or  general,  Pintado,  and  to  the  contador,  Don  Juan 
Miguel  Losada.  He  states  as  a  motive  for  making  this  application  to  the  intendant  of  Cuba,  that  although 
those  titles  would  always  have  been  considered  as  valid  under  the  government  of  Spain,  j-et  the  United 
States  having  taken  possession  of  the  country,  appeared  disposed  to  declare  them  null  and  void. 

The  copies  procured  from  Don  Vincente  Sebastian  Pintado,  on  this  formal  application,  certified  at  the 
Havana,  on  the  10th  of  May,  1819,  furnish  the  principal  if  not  the  only  evidence  of  title  He  gives  copies  of 
four  documents,  which  he  says  are  contained  in  a  bundle  of  various  grants  in  his  office.  It  is  not  pretended 
that  there  are  any  of  the  original  grants  in  Pintado's  office.  Indeed,  a  certificate  given  by  Pintado  in  1813, 
is  co))ied  into  this  new  record,  and  its  substance  is  the  following:  "That  there  are  in  his  office  four  docu- 
ments, of  which  Hevia,  it  seems,  had  previously  obtained  copies,  to  wit :  1st.  A  copy  certified  by  Don 
Manuel  de  Lauzos,  former  commandant  at  Mobile,  dated  March  9,  1793,  of  a  petition  of  Hevia,  with  a 
decree  of  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  granting  him  land  on  Pearl  river,  including  an  island.  2d.  A  copy 
certified  also  by  Don  Manuel  de  Lauzos,  of  another  petition  of  Hevia,  and  decree  of  the  Baron,  dated 
November  3,  1793,  granting  him  an  island  in  Mobile  river,  with  other  lands  on  the  opposite  bank.  3d. 
Also  a  copy,  certified  by  the  same  person,  of  a  concession  made  by  the  Baron  de  Carondelet  to  the  same 
Hevia,  of  the  13th  October,  1793,  of  an  extent  of  land  on  the  river  Pascagoula,  including  also  an  island. 
4th.  The  fcjurth  document  is  a  grant  made  by  Lauzos  himself,  to  Hevia,  in  1799,  of  certain  lots  in  the 
town  of  Mobile.     Of  all  these  documents  copies  are  given,  and  certified  by  Pintado. 
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The  evidence,  therefore,  before  the  committee  consists  of  copifn  of  cojnrs  heretofore  made  by  Don 
JIaiuiel  de  Lauzos.  llow  have  tlie  original  title  papers  or  grants  signed  by  the  I5aron  de  Carondelet 
been  accounted  for  ?  Don  i[aiuud  de  Lauzos  certities  tliat  the  originals  were  remitted  to  tlie  Baron  de 
Carondelet.  llevia  pretends,  and  endeavors  to  prove  by  the  certihcatc  ol'  Don  Juan  Miguel  Losada,  tliat 
these  originals  and  a  copy  of  one  of  those  docuuients  were  burned  in  J'ensacalo,  in  October,  181L  In 
1813  he  speaks  of  these  originals  as  iiaving  been  mislaid  and  not  to  be  IVmud  in  the  aern'taria,  and  in 
his  petition  to  the  authorities  of  (.'nba,  he  intimates  that  lliey  liad  ln^en  dcpnsitcd  in  the  i:(in/u(lii)ia,  \\i 
Pensacola,  and  burned.* 

It  appears  that  the  claimant  mariied.  in  the  year  INOO.  tlie  daughter  nf  Ddu  Manuel  Lanzns,  tiy  wIkiui 
all  these  pajiers  are  certified. 

In  looking  critically  into  these  copies,  such  as  they  are,  to  see  whether  the  usual  firms  were  pursued, 
which  might  furnish  intrinsic  evidence  of  tlieir  lieing  geuuiue  or  si)urious,  the  couuuittee  could  not 
forbear  noticing  the  following-  particulars,  which,  to  say  the  least  of  them,  taken  in  connexion  with  the 
relations  existing  between  the  claimant  and  Don  Manuel  Lauzos,  through  whose  agency  these  grants 
were  obtained,  and  the  youth  of  Hevia,  at  their  pretended  date,  throw  a  shade  of  suspicion  over  the 
whole  transaction.  First,  that  the  governor  general  signed  simply  "  Carondelet,"  which  is  without  pre- 
cedent so  far  as  any  member  of  the  ccunmittee  is  acijuaintcd  witli  his  practice,  which  was  invariably  to 
sign  "  El  Baron  de  Carondehi"  in  full.  Secondly,  that  his  onhu'  or  decree  does  not  express  tlu!  conditions 
required  by  the  ordinance  of  O'Reilly,  which  is  believed  to  have  been  his  invariable  pi'actice  in  these 
inchoate  grants.  That  ho  directs  Lauzos  to  put  the  claimant  in  p(Jssession  instead  of  addressing  the 
order  to  the  surveyor  general;  and  that  he  directs  the  original  to  be  returned  to  him  for  the  information 
of  the  survej^or,  to  be  deposited  in  the  secretary's  office. 

To  suppose  that  these  are  genuine  grants  would  be  to  declare  that  the  Baron  de  Carondelet  had 
granted  lands  contrary  to  the  express  terms  of  the  ordinance  of  1770,  which  was  then  in  force.  In  these 
cases  not  only  no  survey  was  ordered,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  any  was  ever  made,  or  that  Hevia  was 
ever  in  possession. 

Tlie  claims  ought,  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  to  be  rejected. 
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OX  CLAIM  TO  RIGHT  OF  DOWER  IX  LOTS  OF  LAND  BELOXGIXO  TO  THE  UXITED  STATES 

IX  WASHIXGTOX  CITY. 

COMMUXIC.WED    TO    THE    SEN'.VTE    MAY    4,     1S32. 

Mr.  Frelixghuysen,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  iietitiou  of  Rebecca 

Blodget,  reported: 

The  petitioner  claims  a  further  sum  from  the  United  States  for  her  right  of  dower  in  certain  hjts  of 
land  situated  in  the  city  of  Washington,  on  a  part  of  which  the  general  and  city  post  oflices  are  located. 

In  18'28  a  bill  was  passed  in  her  favor,  which  ascertained  the  yearly  value  of  her  dower  to  be  the 
sum  of  $333  83,  and  allowed  her  that  sum  from  the  year  182G,  when  she  presented  her  petition  to  Congress 
for  the  first  time. 

The  committee  who  reported  that  bill  w'ere  satisfied  that  her  claim  for  dower  arose  on  the  death  of 
her  husband  in  1814;  but,  from  analogy  to  the  strict  rule  in  private  cases,  conlined  her  allowance  to  the 
time  of  demand. 

The  present  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  reasons  for  this  limitation  on  the  right  of  dower,  do 
not  exist  in  this  case.  The  United  States  have  enjoyed  the  property  during  all  the  time  since  the  death 
of  the  husband  of  the  petitioner.  They  have  been  sulijected  to  no  damage  or  inconvenience  by  reason  of 
her  non-claim,  and  were  not  liable  to  be  legally  questioned  for  withholding  her  dower.  Under  tliese 
circumstances  the  committee  think  that  it  would  not  become  the  government  to  avail  itself  of  a  limitation 
that  would  be,  however  useful  as  a  general  regulation  among  individuals,  unjust  and  oppressive  here. 

Furthermore  the  committee  have  ascertained  that,  soon  after  tlie  decease  of  her  husband,  the  petitii.mer 
(who  then  and  since  has  resided  in  Philadelphia)  adopted  measures  for  the  purpose  of  seeking  out  and 
establishing  her  dower  rights.  She  employed,  at  different  periods,  several  respectable  professionable 
gentlemen  to  look  into  her  liusband's  property  and  titles;  and  if  her  claims  were  not  formally  presented 
at  an  earlier  period,  it  did  not  arise  from  the  want  of  vigilance  on  her  part,  but  from  tlie  nature  and 
intricacy  of  her  case,  where  strangers  to  her  husband  could  only  learn  the  extent  and  condition  of  his 
property  from  the  public  records. 

The  committee  therefore  report  a  bill,  allowing  the  petitioner  her  arrears  of  dower  from  1814  to  182G, 
at  the  rate  of  the  former  adjustment,  making,  in  the  whole,  the  sum  of  $3,999  96. 

*If  tbe  originals  liad  been  sent  back  to  tlie  Baron,  tbey  would  have  been  found  in  New  Orleans,  of  which  there  is  no 
evidence. 
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Ls  HorsE  OF  Represext-wives,  February  22,  1828. 

Mr.  LiviscsTox,  frmn  the  Cunimittee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  tlie  petition  of  Rebecca  Blodget, 

reported: 

Rebecca  BlodgeCs  petition. 

She  claims  lier  right  of  diwor  in  twci  hjts  of  land,  and  the  buildings  erected  thereon,  nnder  the  fol- 
Idvving  circumstances: 

On  the  18tii  Marcii,  1793,  David  I?urns  conveyed  to  Samuel  Blodget,  the  husband  of  the  petitioner, 
lot  \o.  1,  in  stjuare  No.  430. 

On  the  same  day  by  ant)ther  deed,  Burns  conveys  to  Blodget  lot  No.  4,  in  the  same  square. 

Both  these  deeds  were  acknowledged  the  day  of  their  date,  but  were  not  recorded  until  the  29th 
August,  1794. 

On  the  8th  January-,  1794,  Blodgx't  conveyed  this,  together  with  other  property,  to  Thomas  Peter,  in 
trust  to  secure  the  payment  of  the  prizes  in  the  hotel  lottery,  and  to  indemnify  the  managers  of  the  said 
lottery. 

The  hotel,  built  partly  on  No.  4,  and  having  No.  1  annexed  to  it  as  an  appurtenance,  formed  the 
highest  prize  in  the  lottery;  it  was  drawn  by  Robert  S.  Beckle}',  who  filed  a  bill  in  chancery  for  the  con- 
vej'ance  of  it,  against  Blodget  and  Peter,  his  trustee:  this  was  decreed  accordingly;  and, 

On  the  2d  Jamiary,  1805,  Peter  and  Blodget  conveyed  the  premises  to  Beckley,  to  whom  also  Munroe, 
the  superintendant  of  the  city,  conveyed  that  part  of  the  land  on  vi'hicli  the  hotel  stood  that  belonged  to 
the  city. 

On  the  21st  May,  1810,  Beckley,  in  consideration  of  $10,000,  conveys  the  whole  premises  to 
the  United  States,  exce|)ting  from  his  general  warranty  any  defect  of  title  that  may  arise  from  the 
delay  in  recording  the  deed  from  Burns  to  Blodget,  and  expressly  declaring  that  he  held  under  those 
deeds 

The  marriage  of  the  petitioner  with  Blodget  in  the  year  1790,  and  his  death  in  1814,  appear  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  committee.  But  the  circumstance  that  the  deeds  to  Blodget  from  Burns  had  not  been 
recorded  in  the  time  required  by  the  act  of  tiie  State  of  Maryland,  (six  months,)  created  a  doubt  with  the 
Attorney  General,  (to  whom  tliis  case  has  heretofore  been  referred,)  whether  there  was  such  a  seizen  in 
Blodget  as  would  entitle  his  widow  to  claim  her  dower. 

It  is  understood  that  at  the  time  of  the  purchase  by  Blodget  an  equitable  estate  alone  in  the  husband 
would  not  entitle  the  widow  to  dower,  but  that,  by  a  law  passed  since  that  period,  the  law  in  this  respect 
is  changed;  and  that,  as  the  the  law  of  Maryland  now  stands,  such  equitable  estate  in  tlie  husband  would 
entitle  the  widow  to  her  dower.  Some  (jf  the  committee  think  that  this  alone  would  entitle  the  petitioner 
to  relief,  and  that  whenever  there  is  a  clear  claim,  binding  according  to  good  conscience,  the  public 
ought  to  act  as  a  conscientious  individual  would  do  under  similar  circumstances;  and  that  therefore,  if 
Blodget's  legal  estate,  by  his  neglect  to  register  his  deecl,  had  been  reduced  to  a  mere  equitable  right,  the 
United  States,  who  have  enjoyed  the  benelit  of  that  equity,  which,  joined  to  a  possession  of  more  than 
twenty  years,  gives  them  an  indefeasible  title,  cannot  with  propriety  defeat  the  claim  of  the  widow  by 
taking  advantage  of  any  legal  bar. 

It  is  also  believed  that  as  Blodget  was,  duriijg  the  first  six  months  after  the  date  of  Burns's  deed  to 
him,  undoubtedly  seized  of  a  fee  in  the  property,  liable  to  be  defeated  by  not  registering  his  deed  within 
that  time,  therefore  such  seizure,  although  temporary,  was  sufficient  to  endow  the  wife.  If  Blodget,  the 
day  after  receiving  the  deed,  and  without  recording  it,  had  conveyed  to  another,  with  a  covenant  that  he 
was  lawfully  seized,  and  the  purchaser  should  have  afterwards  lost  the  land  by  neglecting  to  register  the 
title,  it  appears  to  the  committee  that  no  recovery  could  be  had  against  Blodget  on  the  covenant.  If  so, 
then  Blodget  was  lawfully  seized;  and  if  he  was  so  seized  for  a  day  only  the  widow  is  entitled  to  her 
dower. 

There  is  another  ground  on  which  some  of  the  conunittee  think  that  the  petitioner  is  entitled.  It 
is  this:  that  the  United  States  hold  under  Blodget's  title;  and  that,  therefore,  they  are  not  permitted  to 
get  rid  of  the  claim  of  his  widow  by  denying  his  title.  If  she  has  no  title  they  have  none:  but  they 
assert  a  title  and  enjoy  the  benefits  of  it  by  possession;  and  there  would  be  absurdity  as  well  as  injustice 
in  saying,  at  the  same  time,  Blodget  had  a  title  and  he  had  none;  he  had  a  title  for  our  benefit — he  had 
none  for  that  of  his  wife.     That  they  hold  under  Blodget  appears  clearly  from  the  deduction  of  title. 

The  Attorney  General,  by  his  report,  seemed  to  think  negative  proof  that  the  petitioner  had  not 
released  her  dower  ought  to  be  furnished;  this  has  been  done  as  far  as  was  possible,  by  the  oath  of  a 
person  who  examined  the  records  and  found  none. 

Coming  to  the  conclusion  that  the  petitioner  was  entitled  to  her  dower,  the  committee  found  some 
difficulty  in  determining  in  what  mode  it  should  be  assigned.  The  building  occupied  as  the  General  Post 
Office  covers  two  lots  of  fifty  feet  front  each;  the  most  valuable  of  which,  being  the  corner  lot,  is  No.  4, 
held  under  Blodget,  and  it  is  proved  that  he  expended  $27,949  in  the  building.  As  it  is  incapable  of 
division  with  any  convenience,  the  only  resource  was  an  apportionment  of  the  rent;  but  the  size  and 
construction  of  the  building  being  such  as  to  make  it  not  well  fitted  for  a  dwelling-house,  it  was  difficult 
to  fix  upon  a  sum  as  the  exact  yearly  value.  Some  of  the  witnesses  fix  on  ten  per  cent,  of  the  cost  in 
building  as  the  usual  rate;  this  would  give  $2,794,  taking  the  suni  expended  by  Blodget  as  the  rule. 
Another  witness  estimates  the  yearly  value  as  it  now  stands  at  two  thousand  dollars.  This  does  not 
include  No.  1,  also  a  corner  lot  on  which  there  is  no  improvement.  Supposing,  therefore,  the  rent  to  be 
$2,000,  and  placing  the  lot  No.  1,  and  the  superior  value  of  lot  No.  4,  as  an  oflset  against  the  sums  laid 
out  by  the  United  States,  a  majority  of  the  committee  have  fixed  upon  that  as  the  basis  of  the  allowance, 
and  made  their  calculations  as  follows: 

Whole  yearly  rent $2,000 

Deduct  one  lialf  for  the  part  not  owned  by  Blodget 1,000 


1,000 
and  have  allowed  one-third  of  this  sum  to  the  petitioner  during  her  natural  life,  commencing  from  February 
20,  1826,  wlien   she  presented  her  petition  — the  committee  considering  that  as   analogous  to  the  com- 
mencement in  tiie  ordinary  case  of  a  suit  at  law;  for  which  purpose  they  present  a  bill. 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  AMOl'NT  OF  MILITARY  AND  FORFEITED  LAND  SCRIP  RECEIVED  AT 
THE  SEVERAL  LAND  OFFICES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  IN  18:28,  IS2'.),  ls;50,  AND  1831. 

COMMlWICATEn    TO    THE    IIOU.SK    OF    KEl'RKSKXTATIVES    M.IV    ".),    1832. 

Treasi'ry  Dei'artmevt,  Maij  4,  1S32. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  datt'd  the  20th  March  last, 
directing  tiie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  "  to  communicate  a  statement  sliowing  what  amount  of  the  sales 
of  public  land  has  been  paid  in  the  notes  and  bills  of  the  United  States  Bank,  in  each  of  the  States  and 
Territories,  resiiectively,  where  puljlic  land  has  been  sold,  in  each  year,  between  the  1st  of  January,  1828, 
till  the  1st  of  January,  1832;  and  also  what  amonut  of  sucli  sales  has  been  paid  in  the  notes  of  other 
banks,  in  scrip,  by  law  made  receivable  for  public  land,  or  in  specie,  within  the  same  time,  in  such  States 
and  Teritories,"  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  repcn-t  from  the  C(iramissioner  of  the  CJeneral  Laud  Office, 
accompanied  by  an  exhibit  of  the  amount  of  scrip  received  at  tlie  land  offices  in  the  dillerent  States  during- 
the  ]ieriod  embraced  by  the  resolution,  and  stating-  the  reasons  why  the  otlier  inforniation  asked  in  the 
resolution  cannot  be  furuisheii. 

I  have  tlie  honor  tn  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

LOUIS  McLANE,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
The  Hon.  Speaker  of  the  Hou^e  of  Repregenlatieeit. 


General  Laxd  Office,  May  2,  1832. 

Sir  :  In  reference  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  passed  mi  the  20th  ultimo,  in  the 
words  following-,  to  wit  :  , 

"Benolvecl,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  communicate  to  this  House  a  statement 
showing  what  amount  of  the  sales  of  public  lands  has  been  paid  in  the  notes  and  bills  of  the  Ignited  States 
Bank,  in  each  of  the  States  and  Territories,  resjjectively,  where  public  land  has  been  sold,  in  each  year, 
between  the  1st  of  January,  1828,  till  the  1st  of  January,  1832;  and  also  what  amount  of  such  sales  has 
been  paid  in  the  notes  of  other  banks,  in  scrip,  by  law  made  receiveable  for  public  land,  or  in  specie, 
within  the  same  time,  in  such  States  and  Territories,"  and  which  you  have  referred  to  this  office,  I  have 
the  honor  to  report  tliat  the  receivers  are  reiiuired  bj^  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  make  an  indorse- 
ment on  each  recei])t,  showing  the  various  denominations  of  bank  notes,  or  g'old  and  silver  coins,  of  which 
each  payment  is  composed.  From  causes,  however,  some  of  which  can  easily  be  conjectured,  growing' 
out  of  the  hurry  of  business  at  the  public  sales,  there  are  so  many  interruptions  of  these  indorsements  on 
the  receipts,  that  they  do  not  aftord  a  continuous  view  of  the  various  denominations  of  money  received 
in  any  one  of  the  land  districts,  so  as  to  admit  of  furnishing  the  information  required.  In  case  the  receivers 
Lad  invariabh-  made  their  indorsements,  as  contemplated  by  the  department,  on  each  receipt,  it  is  to  be 
remarked  that  the  constant  giving  of  change,  both  in  notes  and  in  coins,  would  so  materially  vary  both 
the  denomination  and  kinds  of  notes  and  coins  on  hand,  which  they  would  actually  deposit  into  bank, 
that  there  would  be  little  identity  with  the  denomination  and  kind  of  notes  and  coins  indicated  by  these 
indorsements,  although  the  value  would,  of  course,  remain  the  same. 

It  has  been  ascertained  that  during  the  period  mentioned  in  the  resolution  there  were  81,985  receipts 
issued  at  the  several  land  offices,  and  from  the  foregoing  causes  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  means  do 
not  exist  in  this  office  of  affording  the  information  required  as  to  the  various  kinds  of  notes,  bills,  and 
specie,  for  which  those  receipts  were  given. 

In  compliance  with  that  portion  of  the  resolution  which  requires  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  scrip 
received  in  payment  at  the  land  offices  during  the  period  mentioned,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  enclosed 
statement,  marked  A. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELIJAH  HAYWARD. 

Hon.  Levis  McLaxe,  S<:cretary  of  tlie  Treasury. 
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Slafcmcnt  fhowiiif/  the  amoiinl  of  militanj  scrip,  and  forfeited  land  scrij^,  received  at  the  land  offices  in  the 
■  different  States  and  Territories,  for  'the  years  1828,  1829,  1830,  and  1831. 


State  or  Territory. 

1828. 

1829. 

1S30. 

1831. 

Total. 

Oliio        

$42,064 
5,580 
3,742 
4  222 
li588 
21,467 

44 
94 
86 
53 
90 
60 

$121,182 

24,907 

9,333 

9,711 

23,275 

35,009 

644 

615 

72 
58 
41 
86 
61 
40 
50 
20 

$46,216 

13,161 

7,227 

3,945 

8,092 

37,289 

402 

5,333 

11,000 

61 
50 
40 
05 
94 
29 
16 
62 
00 

$117,635  36 

112,544  78 

50,048  33 

1,437  58 

15,642  61 

20,035  27 

1,037  50 

2,986  91 

200  00 

$327,099  13 

Indiana 

llliiioi.^         

156,194  SO 
70,312  00 

19,317  02 

Alissisrtinni       

48,600  06 

113,801  56 

Tj(")iiisianfi              

2,084   16 

]V[iclii'^''an    

233 

77 

9.169  50 

Kloridii                          

11,200  00 

Total 

78,901 

04 

224,080 

28 

132,668 

57 

321,528  34 

757,778  23 

ELIJAH  IIAYWARD. 


General  L.\xd  Office,  May  2,  1832. 
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ON    CLAIM   TO    LAND    IN    MISSISSIPPI. 

communicated  to  the  house  of  REPRESENT.A.TIVES  MAY  9,  1832. 

Mr,  C.A.VE  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  from  the 
Senate  (No.  59)  making  provision  for  Thomas  B.  Magruder  and  wife,  reported  : 

The  petitioners  alleg-e  that  Ann  Brashears,  the  mother  of  Elizabeth  Magruder,  petitioned  Congress, 
showing  that  laud  had  been  granted  to  her  by  the  Spanish  government,  and  that  the  same  had  been  con- 
firmed to  her  by  an  act  of  Congress  of  1830,  being  the  residue  of  a  tract  of  800  arpents  surveyed  for  her 
by  the  Spanish  authorities,  the  other  320  acres  having  been  granted  to  Foy,  and  conveyed  to  Richard 
Sparks;  that  said  Ann  had  conveyed  the  same,  since  the  confirmation,  to  the  petitioners;  that  the  act  of 
1830,  confirming  said  claim,  makes  provision  that  any  claim  which  others  may  have  under  the  United 
States  is  to  be  excepted  therefrom;  and  also  state  that,  prior  to  the  confirmation,  and  during  the  pendency 
of  the  same,  the  government  sold  the  land,  and  in  consequence  thereof  the  petitioners  derive  no  advantage 
therefrom,  and  now  ask  to  be  permitted  to  locate  the  same  quantity  of  land  elsewhere. 

The  petitioners  produce  the  deed  of  conve_yance,  as  alleged;  thej'  also  present  a  plat  of  the  land,  certified 
by  the  register  of  the  land  office,  exhibiting  the  claim  of  said  Ann  and  the  interfering  Spanish  grant  of  Foy; 
and  also  a  statement  of  the  sales  of  said  tract  of  land,  as  made  by  the  United  States;  from  which  it  appears 
that  the  land  claimed  lies  in  fractional  section  No.  54,  township  12,  range  No.  3  cast  of  the  principal  meridian, 
and  lying  west  of  the  grant  to  Foy;  and  also  a  part  of  the  land  claimed  lying  in  fractional  section  No.  20, 
lying  east  of  the  claim  of  Foy ;  and  tliat  the  whole  of  the  land  in  said  sections  fiftj'-four  and  twenty  was 
entered  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  on  July  18,  1816,  by  William  Carson;  and  also  that  portion  of 
the  laud  claimed  lying  in  section  twenty,  being  139.98  acres,  and  lots  one,  two,  three,  and  four  of  section 
fifty-four,  containing  324  acres  and  11  poles,  were  relinrpiished  to  the  United  States  by  those  claiming 
under  said  Carson,  they  not  having  made  payment  therefor,  and  retainiug  lot  No.  5  of  section  fiftj'-four. 
And  it  also  appears  that  said  lots  one,  two,  three,  and  four,  of  section  fifty-four,  were  sold  by  the  United  States 
to  Mary  Bullock,  at  public  sale,  on  the  23d  of  November,  1827 ;  and  that  the  land  Ij'ing  around  the  northern 
end  of  the  grant  of  Foy  was  sold  to  Elias  Bridges  by  the  United  States  in  October,  1817,  and  a  small  part 
of  it  relinquished  and  resold  the  30th  of  January,  1830,  to  J.  Burnet. 

The  plat  does  not  show  what  disposition  has  been  made  of  the  20th  section,  lying  east  of  Foy's  grant, 
and  which  was  relinquished  by  Car.son;  so  that,  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act  of  Congress  in 
1830,  the  whole  of  the  land  had  been  sold  by  the  United  States,  except  section  twenty,  and  it  does  not 
appear  whether  that  has  been  sold  or  not.  The  act  of  Congress  of  1830,  confirming  the  claim  of  Ann 
Brashears,  is  a  mere  relinquishment  of  the  claim  of  the  United  States,  and  expressly  excepting  from  said 
confirmation  any  portion  of  the  same  which  may  have  been  sold  by  the  United  States;  and  the  eonuuittee 
which  reported  the  bill  on  the  12th  February,  1828,  expressly'  negative  the  idea  of  any  just  claim  from 
the  Spanish  government,  and  recommend  its  confirmation  as  a  donation,  because  the  petitioner  had  long 
occupied  the  same,  and  there  was  no  person  claiming  the  residue  of  the  eight  hundred  arpents.  The 
committee  are  not  of  opinion  tliat  the  act  of  1830  creates  any  obligation,  either  in  law  or  equity,  on  the 
government  of  the  United  States  to  pay  the  money  arising  from  said  sales  to  said  petitioner,  or  give 
other  land  in  lieu  thereof,  unless  there  was  a  good  and  valid  claim  for  said  land  to  said  Ann  from  the 
Spanish  government,  and  such  as  the  government  of  the  United  States  %yas  bound  to  recognize  under  the 
treaty  with  Spain. 

The  committee,  in  consequence  of  this  view  of  the  case,  examined  all  the  papers  submitted  to  them 
accompanying  the  Senate  bill ;  and  they  find  among  the  papers  now  referred  to  them  the  original  papers 
submitted  to  Congress  in  1811,  accompanied  with  a  copy  of  the  adjudication  of  the  board  of  commissioners 
rejecting  said  claim  in  1807,  and  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee   on   Pulilic   Lands   in   1811.     The 
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only  title  then  sot  up  and  proven  was  that  slio  claimed  tiio  land  liy  virtiie  of  a  survey  uiade  of  it  for  her 
Viy'the  Spanish  autlmrities  in  1788,  by  virtue,  as  they  alle,t;-e,  nf  a  warrant  from  the  Spanish  f;-<)veriiiiicul, 
wiiieh  is  allej;"cd  to  be  lost.  A  copy  of  the  warrant,  or  proof  tif  its  contents  is  not  nunle;  and  it  is  pre- 
sumed by  the  eon\inittee  that  it  was  nothint;-  more  than  tlie  ordinary  eoneessiims  issued  by  (he  Spanish 
g'overument  to  individuals  desirous  of  settling  the  pnlilie  lands,  and  fu  lie  void  on  eoiiiiilion  that  no 
settlement  was  made  in  a  certain  limited  time. 

From  an  examination  of  tlie  records  stdnnitted  to  them  it  appears  tliat  on  the  29th  (jf  U<'tober,  LS04, 
the  said  Ann  IJrashears  tiled  a  claim  for  300  arpents  of  land  before  the  conunissioner  of  the  United  States, 
and  which  claim  was  numbered  958,  and  which  was  founded  on  a  eiMtilicate  of  survey  fmm  the  >panish 
g-ovcrnment,  and  plat,  dated  November  11,  1788.  And  in  her  behalf  a  witness,  Wni.  Thomas,  was  sworn 
who  deposed  that  Ann  Brashears  obtained  a  warrant  from  the  Spanish  g-overnment  for  800  arpents  of 
land,  and  that  he  was  deputy  surveyor  under  Vousdan  and  surveyed  the  800  arjients,  which  included  the 
place  of  I'^oy  and  where  he  then  resided,  and  that  the  survey  made  by  him  included  the  300  arpents  now 
claimed.  And  another  witness,  John  Gerault,  deposed  that  William  Dunbar  succeeded  Vousdan  as  tiie 
surveyor,  and  that  he,  as  deputy  surveyor,  surveyed  the  320  arpents  for  Ben.  Foy;  that  Foy  was  entitled 
to  500  arpents,  but  agreed  to  take  320  and  leave  the  balance  of  the  800  arpents  for  Mrs.  Brashears. 

The  plat  tiled  with  the  conunissioner  at  the  same  time  is  a  survey  for  300  acres  for  Ann  Brashears, 
dated  the  11th  of  November,  1788,  and  signed  by  Vousdan,  the  stu'veyor,  who  likewise  certifies  that  the 
same  was  unoccupied  and  not  claimed  bj'  any  other,  A  statement  <if  her  claim,  accompanied  by  tlie  in-e- 
ceding  papers,  is  tiled  with  the  register.  She  sets  np  claim  to  300  arpents  bj-  virtue  of  said  survey,  and 
b}'  virtue  of  her  being  at  that  time  the  head  of  a  family,  and  above  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  inhabited 
and  cultivated  the  same  on  the  27th  of  Octidier,  1795,  which  application  is  signed  by  Stejihen  B.  ilinor,  in 
her  behalf,  and  dated  the  22d  of  March,  1804.  This  paper  is  also  accompanied  bj'  a  certilicato  of  said 
Minor,  bearing  date  the  27th  day  of  Octolier,  1798,  in  which  he  certifies  that  said  Ann  did  petiti(.in  for  800 
acres  of  land,  and  that  she  obtained  a  grant  or  order  of  survey  for  500  acres,  which  he  placed  in  the  hands 
of  Vousdan  for  her,  and  paid  his  fees,  and  also  paid  him  eight  d(dlars  to  get  the  grant. 

On  the  12th  of  May,  1807,  upon  the  preceding  statement  of  facts,  the  claim  was  rejected  "IVir  want 
of  proof." 

The  said  Ann  Brashears  presented  her  p<dition  to  Congress  on  the  30tli  of  January,  1811,  alleging 
that  she  had  a  Spanish  warrant  and  grant,  and  immediately  settled  on  and  cultivated  the  same,  and  con- 
tinued then  to  do  so;  and  that  Foy  settled  on  her  land  and  obtained  a  grant  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  Spanish  officers;  that  it  was  a  part  of  her  claim,  and  that  she  agreed  to  surrender,  at  the  instance  of 
the  Spanish  governor,  320  arpents  to  said  Foy,  upon  a  promise  that  she  should  have  the  same  quantity 
of  laud  elsewhere;  that  the  surveyor  certified  tiie  300  acres  by  mistake,  but  how,  she  did  not  know.  She 
intrusted  the  management  of  it  to  her  father,  and  that,  after  his  death,  her  warrant  was  missing,  and 
nothing  to  be  found  but  the  certificate  of  survey,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands; 
and  the  same  paper  was  frequently  presented  afterwards  to  Congress,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  and  rejected.  On  the  2d  January,  1827,  a  new  petition  is  presented  by  Thomas  B. 
Magruder,  who  married  the  daughter  of  said  Ann,  in  which  he  alleges  that  in  1788  a  "patent  and  grant" 
issued  to  said  Ann  for  800  arpents;  that  she  was  then,  and  ever  has  been  since,  "a  resident  in  that  part 
of  the  countrj-;"  that  the  same  was  surve.yed;  that  she  entered  on  and  cultivated  the  same  "by  raising- 
several  crops  of  corn,"  &c.,  and  that  she  resided  on  and  cultivated  the  same  on  the  25th  of  October,  1795;  that 
she  intrusted  the  patent  and  order  of  survey  to  one  Wm.  Tliomas,  who  lost  the  same;  that  he  had  pro- 
cured evidence  of  their  loss,  to  accompany  a  former  petition,  which  was  handed  to  the  lion.  George 
Poindexter,  the  representative  of  Mississippi,  and  which  was  never  presented  by  him,  and  never  returned 
to  her.  He  then  alleges  the  issuance  of  the  grant  and  order  of  survey,  in  1788,  for  800  arpents,  which 
were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  surveyor,  who  only  surveyed  300  acres  by  mistake,  and  returned  a  plat 
for  the  same.  He  then  states  the  grant  and  survey  to  Foy,  in  1791,  and  then  compromises  as  above 
stated;  he  then  states  the  application  to  the  commissioners  by  Minor,  in  1804;  that,  by  mistake,  he  only 
claimed  300  arpents,  supposing  the  balance  to  have  been  granted  to  Foy;  that  he  neglected  to  inform  said 
Ann  what  further  evidence  was  wanted,  and  the  claim  for  300  arpents  was  rejected  by  the  board  for  the 
want  of  proof  of  tlie  Spanish  patent;  that  no  other  person  has,  or  sets  up,  claim  to  the  same;  tliat  she  paid 
taxes,  &c.;  that  the  same  is  unoccupied  by  anj-  other,  except  the  said  Ann  and  said  Sparks,  claiming 
under  Foy.  Said  petition  was  accompanied  by  no  new  evidence,  except  the  affidavit  of  a  man  named 
Gipson  Clark,  wlio  swears  he  was  present  when  the  land  was  surveyed,  and  that  it  was  made  for  said 
Ann,  who  was  then  an  inhabitant  of  tlie  government,  and  still  is  an  inliabitant  of  said  county;  said  wit- 
ness was  a  resident  of  the  neighborhood  at  the  time  of  said  survey,  and  continued  so  when  his  affidavit 
was  taken,  in  1816;  that  said  Ann  always  claimed  the  land,  "and,  has  reason  to  believe,  always  paid 
taxes  on  the  same." 

Upon  the  facts  thus  stated,  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  made  a  favorable  report,  allowing 
the  same  as  a  donation,  and  also  in  1830,  and  the  bill  passed,  as  stated  in  the  preceding  part  of  this 
report. 

The  committee  are  satisfied,  from  the  preceding  statement  of  facts,  that  no  Spanish  patent  or  grant, 
vesting  the  absolute  estate  in  said  Ann,  ever  was  issued  by  the  Spanish  government. 

Under  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  March,  1803,  when  land  was  claimed  by  an  incomplete  Spanish 
title,  by  warrant  or  order  of  survey,  actual  possession,  "inhabitation  and  cultivation,"  on  the  part  of  the 
claimant,  is  required  on  the  27th  of  October,  1795,  and  the  claimant  must  have  been  the  head  of  a  family, 
or  twenty-one  years  of  age;  and,  by  the  same  law,  any  individual  residing  on  and  cultivating  a  tract  of 
land  at  the  time  aforesaid,  withtuit  title,  was  entitled  to  040  acres  as  a  donation 

The  committee  cannot  believe  there  could  have  been  any  difficulty  in  1804,  when  the  claim  was  first 
filed,  in  proving  the  "habitation  and  cultivation"  on  the  27tii  of  (Jctober,  1795,  which  was  alleged  to  be 
true,  if  the  fact  had  been  so,  and  by  which  the  said  chiimant  would  have  been  more  benefitti'd  by  the 
donation  from  the  United  States  than  by  the  setting  up  of  a  complete  or  incomplete  Spanish  title  for  the 
balance  of  the  800  arpents,  after  deducting  the  grant  of  Foy.  From  the  want  of  proof  on  tliat  point,  the 
committee  are  constrained  to  believe  that  tiie  fact  was  not  so,  although  so  alleged  in  the  various  petitions. 
The  Committee  are  confirmed  in  this  opinion  from  the  testimony  of  G.  Clark,  taken  in  1816,  and  who 
resided  in  the  neighborhood  from  1788  to  1810.  He  says  he  was  present  at  the  survey  in  1788;  that  Mrs. 
Ann  Brashears  "was  then  an  inhabitant  of  said  government,  and  still  is  an  inhabitant  of  the  county 
aforesaid,  and  has  alwaj's  continued  to  be  from  that  time."  And  again,  he  says:  "Said  Ann  has  always 
claimed  the  land,  and,  has  reason  to  believe,  she  has  always  paid  the  taxes  thereon."     And  the  committee 
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caniidt  diiiilit.  if  it  hail  liccii  true  tliat  saii.!  Aim  iiiliabitcd  and  cultivated  the  same,  that  said  witness  would 
have  so  stated  the  i'act. 

Said  Ma<;Tuder  states  in  his  petition  "that  the  SOO  arponts,  so  originally  granted  to  Mrs.  Ann  B.,  is 
now  and  hUhrrto  lias  been,  unoccupied  by  any  person  other  than  the  said  Mrs.  Ann  B,"  And  again,  tliat 
"no  person  hath  any  claim  to  aiij^  part  of  the  residue  of  said  tract  of  800  arpcnts,"  unless  some  late  entry 
lias  been  made  as  land  of  the  United  States.  And  in  a  letter,  bearing  date  the  6tli  December,  182(),  from 
P(jrt  Gibson,  addressed  to  William  Ilaile,  esq.,  and  filed  with  tlie  papers  in  this  case,  the  said  Magruder 
saj's,  in  conclusion:  "I  am  sorry  to  trouble  you,  but  as  the  property  is  of  great  value,  and  is  now  occupied 
by  those  from  whom  I  receive  no  thanks,  I  hope  you  will  use  your  exertions  to  have  the  claim  settled." 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  claimant  never  liad  a  conifilele  Spanish  title;  never  had  an 
inchoate  title,  accompanii'il  by  possession,  as  reijuired  by  the  act  of  the  od  March,  1803,  and  that  she  did 
not  have  jtossession  on  the  29tii  of  October,  1795,  and  not,  therefore,  entitled  to  a  donation,  under  said  act, 
from  the  United  States;  and,  conseipiently,  that  she  had  no  claim,  either  legal  or  equitalile,  to  authorize 
the  passage  of  the  act  of  1830,  and  tliat  the  said  Ann  has  now  no  claim,  in  consequence  of  the  passage  of 
tiie  act  of  1830,  against  tlie  United  States  for  other  land  in  the  place  of  that  claimed  by  her,  or  to  the 
money  for  whicli  the  same  has  been  sold;  they  therefore  recommend  the  rejection  of  the  bill. 


22d  Congress.  |  No.  1062.  [Ist  Sessiopt. 

ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IX    FLORIDA. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    KEPRESENTATIVES    MAV    10,    1832. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  jietition  of  (iad 

Humphreys,  reported: 

That  said  petitioner  alleges  that,  in  the  spring  of  1825,  he  purchased  one  moiety  of  a  tract  of  land 
lying  in  East  Florida,  of  titteeii  hundred  acres,  it  being  a  Spanish  grant  and  confirmed  by  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  United  States  grant,  and  that  he,  being  the  agent  of  the  Seminole  Indians,  settled  and  com- 
menced improving  the  same,  and  in  "progress  of  time  laid  out  in  buildings  of  various  kinds  large  sums 
of  money."  lie  also  alleges  that  at  the  time  he  settled  on  it  the  land  lay  north  of  the  boundary  assigned 
the  Seminole  Indians  by  the  United  States,  "perhaps  twenty  miles,"  and  that  afterwards  the  boundary  of 
said  Indians  was  extended  so  far  north  as  to  include  his  plantation,  and  bring  it  within  the  Indian 
boundary.  He  states  "  that  he  was  afterwards  removed  from  the  office  of  agency,  and  was  compelled  to 
remove  out  of  the  limits  of  the  said  Territory,  and  consequently  all  his  expenditures  in  the  settlement  and 
improvements  aforesaid,  together  with  the  premises,  have  become  a  total  loss,  for  which  he  prays 
remuneration." 

A  Spanish  grant  to  one  Alvarez  is  produced  for  1,500  acres,  and  a  conveyance  to  Humphreys  for 
one-half  in  1825;  he  produces  also  the  affidavit  of  Francis  Richards,  jr.,  who  swears  that  he  acted  as 
overseer  for  him  in  1825,  "at  the  place  where  the  Seminole  agency  is  now  established,"  that  he  cleared 
from  forty  to  sixty  acres,  and  that  the  clearing  of  the  land  was  worth  "twelve  dollars  per  acre  at  least;" 
he  also  produces  the  affidavit  of  J.  M.  Hanson,  who  swears  that  he  knows  the  land  claimed  by  Humphreys, 
"where  the  territorial  Indian  agency  is  at  present,  and  that  the  cutting  and  clearing  is  worth  ten  dollars 
per  acre."  Said  Humphreys  also  produces  what  purports  to  have  been  a  valuation  of  the  improvements 
and  the  land  by  Gabriel  Prush,  Simon  Bukham,  Thomas  Sedwith,  and  Stephen  W.  Walton;  in  which  they 
state  that  the  land  is  worth  five  dollars  per  acre,  "  and  that  the  improvements  for  clearing  240  acres  of 
said  land  are  worth  four  dollars  per  acre,"  and  that  the  improvements  in  building  arc  worth  twelve  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars,  and  that  the  loss  of  said  property  to  the  owner  would  be  worth  five  hundred  dollars 
per  annum,  which  purports  to  have  been  sworn  to  by  three  of  them;  he  also  proves,  by  John  A.  Coffee, 
that  he  survej'cd  the  1,500  acres  for  Humphrej's,  upon  which  the  Indian  agency  is  now  situated,  and  that 
it  is  within  the  Indian  boundary,  which  was  also  run  by  him;  he  also  proves  the  same  fact  by  one  or  two 
other  witnesses,  and  by  Alvarez,  that  he  sold  him  one-half  the  land,  and  the  deed  shows  for  the  sum  of 
sixtj'-six  cents  per  acre. 

This  is  all  the  testimony  submitted  to  the  committee.  Upon  examination  of  the  testimony  submitted 
to  them,  the  committee  were  surprised  at  the  government  of  the  United  States  establishing  an  agency  on 
lands  owned  by  individuals,  and  also  with  the  difference  as  to  the  valuation  of  the  clearing  of  the  land; 
one  swearing  it  worth  twelve  dollars,  and  another  that  it  was  worth  ten,  and  three  others  that  it  was 
worth  only  four  dollars  per  acre.  One  of  the  members  of  the  committee  accidentally  became  acquainted 
with  the  agent  who  succeeded  Colonel  Gad  Ilumplweys,  and  made  inquiry  of  him  as  to  the  valuation  of 
the  land  and  the  improvements,  when,  to  his  surprise,  he  learnt  that  the  buildings  on  the  tract  of  land 
used  for  residence  and  council-house  were  built  by  the  United  States,  as  he  had  alwaj's  understood,  and 
were  so  occupied  and  used  by  him  as  the  property  of  the  government.  This  information  caused  an  inquiry 
to  be  made  at  the  War  Department,  and  the  information  in  reply  accompanies  this  report;  from  which  it 
appears — 

First.  That  Colonel  Gad  Humphreys  was  tlie  agent  of  the  Seminoles  in  1823,  when  the  treaty  was 
made,  and  reservation  was  made  to  him  of  one  mile  square,  which  was  rejected  by  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States. 

Secondly.  That  on  September  20,  1825,  he  forwarded  to  the  War  Department  a  description  of  the 
site  selected  for  the  agency,  a  plan  of  buildings,  and  estimated  their  cost  at  five  thousand  dollars,  and 
"that  the  site  was  within  and  bordering  on  the  original  boundary  line." 

Thirdly.  That  on  Noveniljcr  12,  1825,  he  was  informed  that  the  site  was  approved,  but  that  the  cost 
of  buildings  must  not  exceed  $2,000. 
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Finii'tlily.  That  lie  concealed  at  all  times  IVnin  llie  ilc|iartinent  that  the  puMic  Imildinps  had  heen 
erected  en   his  iiwn  tract  iif  land. 

Fifthly.  That  on  April  13,  1S2S,  he  presented  his  acccmnt  liu-  tlie  Iniihling's  and  vuiicliers,  anionnting- 
to  §1,418  85,  which  was  ]iaid  out  of  the  contingent  I'und  ol'  the  \\'ar  Department. 

Sixthly.  That  said  llnniphrej's  was  removed  as  ag'ent  on  JIarch  18,  1830. 

Upon  the  statement  of  facts  above  made,  it  is  ajiparent  that  the  case  lias  iKit  been  so  prepared  and 
presented  by  the  petitioner  as  to  enable  the  committee  to  aft'ord  any  relief  to  the  petitioner  withont  the 
hazard  of  doin.c;'  very  great  injustice  to  the  government;  they  incline  to  the  opinion  tliat  the  order  nf  tlic 
Secretary  of  War  extending  the  Indian  boundary  under  the  treaty  of  1823,  so  as  to  include  tlie  land  ol' 
the  petitioner,  which  wa.s  not  of  itself  an  act  of  the  government  divesting  the  petitioner  of  his  real 
estate,  so  as  to  make  the  government  liable  to  the  same,  or  to  justify  the  officers  of  the  government  in 
turning  him  out  of  possession. 

The  conduct  of  the  petitioner,  as  above  stated,  in  locating  the  agency  on  his  own  land,  without  1h<' 
consent  or  knowledge  of  the  government,  and  expending  the  public  money  in  making  public  buildings  on 
the  same,  whilst  acting  as  an  officer  of  the  government,  does  not  entitle  the  ap]ilicant  to  favorable 
consideration,  and,  the  committee  think,  will  justify  the  government  in  retaining  the  possession  until  they 
are  amply  indemnified  for  such  iminoper  location  of  the  Indian  agency,  and  such  a  misapiilication  of  the 
public  (uiids  by  the  petitioner. 


22ll    CoXCRESS.] 


No.  1063. 


1st  Session. 


STATEMENT  OF  DONATIONS  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS  TO  THE  SEVERAL  ST.VTES  AND  TEHKI- 
TOKIES,  TO  CORPORATE  BODIES,  AND  TO  INDIVIDUALS,  FOR  PUBLIC  PURPOSES,  OR 
OTHER  CAUSES. 

COMMeXKWTKP    To    THE    .SEX.VTE    M.\Y    10,     1832. 

Gkxerai.  L.wii  Office,  Jilny  9,  1832. 
Sir:  In  oliedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  passed  on  the  20th  ultimo,  in 
the  words  fiiUowing,  to  wit:  "  Be^oh-fd,  That  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Officii  be  directed  to 
report  to  the  Senate  a  detailed  statement  of  the  donations  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  made 
to  the  several  States  of  the  Union  and  territorial  governments,  to  bodies  corporate  created  within  the 
States,  and  to  individuals,  for  public  services  or  other  causes,  cither  by  special  or  general  laws,  specifying 
the  objects  fur  which  such  donations  have  been  granted  to  the  States  and  territorial  governments,''  I  have 
the  honor,  herewith,  to  sulimit  the  enclosed  statement,  fuinishing  the  inlVu-matinn  renuired. 
\Vith  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELIJAH  II.VYWARD. 
The  President  of  tlie  Senatf. 


Sfdement  rendered  in  inn-!<uanee  of  a  retiolufuin  of  the  Senate  of  Ajiril  20,  1832. 


Appropriated    for    internal    improvements,  education,  or 
charitable  institutions. 
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*  Including  salt  spring  rfser\-atinns,  which  are  authorized  to  be  sold  by  the  State,  and  the  proceeds  applied  to  literary  purposes, 
t  Section  No.  29,  appropriated  for  religious  purposes  in  the  purchases  made  by  John  C.  Symmes  and  the  Ohio  Company. 
X  Including  donation  of  lUO.UOO  acres  to  the  Ohio  Company. 
^S  Including  lands  appropnated  for  schools  in  '*  Clark's  grant.''     ■ 
II  For  the  benetit  of  tlie  Connecticut  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum. 
If  For  the  benetit  of  the  Kentucky  Ueaf  and  l>umb  Asylum. 

Note.— No  nuasures  having  been  yet  taken  by  the  government   for  the  surveying  and  disposing  of  the  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  i.o 
attention  has  been  given  to  ihe  appropriation  made  of  anv  pari  of  that  domain  for  the  purposes  of  education,  or  oUier  objects. 

ELIJAH   IIAVWARD. 
General  Land  OrncE,  Way  9,  183-J. 
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22d   noN'GKESs.]  No.  1064.  [1st  Session. 

ON  TUE  DLSTRIBUTION  OF  THE  PROCEEDS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS  AMONG  THE  SEVERAL 

STATES. 

CnMMl'XICATED    TO    THE    SEX.\TE    MAY    18,    1832. 

Mr.  Ki.Nii,  fruMi  the  Cominittco  on  Piililic  Liuid.s,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  reported  b^''  the  Committee 
on  Manul'actures,  entitled  "A  bill  to  appropriate  tor  a  limited  time  the  pioceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
pnblic  lands  of  the  United  States,  re}>orted: 

That,  after  a  careful  and  attentive  consideration,  they  are  decidedly  of  opinion  that  it  is  fuunded  in 
error,  both  in  its  principles  and  details. 

The  principle  of  the  bill  rests  upon  the  propositifm  that  no  reduction  oug'ht  to  be  made  in  the  price 
of  the  fiublic  lands,  and  that  the  moneys  hereafter  to  be  received  from  them  should  be  distributed  among 
the  States  Ibr  purposes  of  education,  internal  improvement,  payment  of  State  debts  incurred  for 
internal  iniiirovenient,  and  the  colonization  of  free  negroes  upon  the  western  coast  of  Africa.  The  details 
of  the  bill,  after  assigning  ten  per  centum  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie, 
propose  to  distribute  the  remainder  to  all  the  States  in  the  ratio  of  tlieir  federal  representative  popula- 
tion, to  be  applied  by  each  State  to  the  objects  above  mentioned. 

Tiic  committee  believe  the  principle  of  tliis  bill  to  be  erroneous;  first,  because  it  refuses  to  admit  the 
public  lands,  which  are  one  of  the  subjects  of  revenue,  into  the  list  of  articles  on  which  the  reduction  of 
the  revenue,  conserpient  upon  the  extinction  of  the  public  debt,  is  about  to  be  made;  and,  secondli/,  because 
it  changes  the  character  of  the  relationship  (and  that  most  injuriously  to  the  new  States)  between  those 
States  and  the  federal  government;  substituting  an  individual  pecuniary  State  interest  in  the  soil,  instead 
of  a  general  congressional  superintendence  over  its  disposition,  and  leaving  the  power  of  legislation  over 
this  soil  in  the  hands  of  those  who  arc  to  divide  the  money  which  they  can  make  out  of  it. 

The  details  of  the  bill  are  obviously  erroneous,  because  they  make  no  distinction  in  the  rate  of  distri- 
bution between  the  States  which  did  or  did  not  cede  vacant  lands  to  the  federal  government;  between 
those  which  have  or  have  not  received  grants  of  land  or  appropriation.s  f)f  money  for  objects  of  internal 
improvement;  and  between  those  which  have  or  have  not  a  black  population  to  be  colonized  in  Africa. 

The  decisive  condemnation  whicli  this  committee  have  pronounced  upon  the  bill  from  the  Committee 
on  Manufactures,  imposes  on  them  the  task  of  presenting  their  own  views  on  the  subject  of  the  public 
lands,  and  of  examining  the  views  which  have  been  presented  bj'  the  Committee  on  Manufactures;  and 
this  task  will  not  be  performed. 

The  public  lands  of  the  United  States  are  derived  partly  from  the  muniticent  benefactions  of  patriotic 
States  and  partly  from  purchases  from  foreign  powers;  but  in  any  view  which  this  committee  deem  it 
proper  to  take  of  the  subject,  they  hold  it  unnecessary  to  make  any  distinction  between  the  lands  which 
were  the  subject  of  purchase  and  thii.se  which  were  acquired  by  gratuitous  grant.  They  are  all  equally 
the  pro[)erty  of  the  United  States;  equally  subject  to  the  disposition  of  Congress;  and  equally  deserving 
the  same  disposition,  whatsoever  that  may  be.  The  fact  of  the  purchase  of  any  part  of  the  federal  domain 
would  not  have  been  adverted  to  by  this  committee,  except  for  the  argument  which  has  been  founded 
■upon  it  in  favor  of  keeping  up  the  price  of  the  public  lauds.  It  is  said  that  the  lands  cost  money,  and 
that  the  federal  government  must  be  reimbursed  that  money,  with  the  interest  which  has  accrued  upon 
it,  and  all  the  costs  which  have  attended  the  administration  of  the  lands.  Under  this  idea  of  an  account 
between  the  federal  lands  on  one  side  and  the  federal  government  on  the  other  the  sum  of  $48, Oil, 551  40 
is  charged  upon  the  lands,  the  sum  of  $31,272,713  31  are  credited  to  them,  and  the  sum  of  $10,804,838 
and  9-lOths  of  a  cent  is  struck  as  a  balance  due  from  the  lands  to  the  government. 

Admitting  the  correctness  of  this  account,  both  in  theorj'  and  in  detail,  for  argument's  sake,  and  still 
it  would  only  imply  a  necessity  for  such  further  sales  as  would  cover  the  balance  struck;  and  by  no 
means  would  justify  a  lev3'  to  the  auKjunt  of  one  billion  three  hundred  and  sixty-three  millions  five  hun- 
dred and  eightj--nine  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-one  dollars,  which  tlie  Committee  on  Manufactures 
seem  to  think  is  the  pecuniary  value  of  the  federal  domain. 

But  this  committee  cannot  agree  to  the  correctness  of  this  account,  either  as  stated  or  as  conceived; 
and  they  will  rapidly  point  out  its  leading  errors  in  both  particulars. 

Id.  The  account  as  stated. 

1.  An  error  of  near  three-quarters  of  a  million  occurs  in  the  credit  allowed  to  the  lands  for  money 
paid  into  the  treasury.  The  exact  amount  to  the  31st  of  December  last  is  $38,003,869  89,  instead  of 
$31,212,713  31,  as  stated. 

2.  Another  error,  exceeding  a  million  of  dollars,  is  conmiitted  in  failing  to  credit  the  lands  with  the 
amount  of  certificates  of  public  debt  received  in  payment  from  1785  to  1196,  amounting  to  $1,201,725  68. 

3.  A  third  error  lies  in  the  omission  to  credit  the  lands  with  interest  on  the  moneys  received  for  them, 
while  charging  interest  on  tlie  moneys  paid  for  them.  This  error  makes  a  diflerence  of  nearly  fifteen 
millions  to  the  prejudice  of  the  lands. 

4.  Anotlier  error  of  ten  millions  results  from  a  failure  to  credit  the  lands  with  eight  millions  of  acres 
of  militarj'  bounties  bestowed  upon  the  soldiers  of  the  late  war,  and  which,  at  the  price  assumed  by  the 
account  as  the  value  of  the  lands,  would  amount  to  ten  millions. 

5.  A  fifth  error,  and  the  largest  of  the  whole,  consists  in  charging  the  whole  sum  of  $29,765,241  20, 
being  the  purcliase  money  and  inten^st  paid  for  Louisiana  and  Florida,  upon  the  vacant  lands  which  these 
provinces  contained,  when  the  fact  is  incontestible  that  these  provinces  were  purchased,  not  for  their  wild 
lands  but  for  their  sovereignty  !  That  the  acijuisition  of  jurisdiction  over  contiguous  territory;  the 
acquisition  of  ports  and  harbors  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico;  the  acquisition  Jf  the  mouths  of  rivers  which 
flowed  from  our  dominions;  and  the  removal  of  foreign  powers  from  our  immediate  borders  were  the  real 
objects  of  the  purchase,  and  would  have  been  considered  as  cheaply  acquired  although  not  an  acre 
of  vacant  land  had  been  obtained.     These  errors,  without  pursuing  the  investigation  further,  are  entirely 
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siitlioiciit  to  relieve  the  laiuls  fn)in  the  bfilanee  which  has  been  struek  ag-aiust  them,  and  are  eertaiiily  of 
is\ilhcieiit  inaguitude  to  merit  correction  in  an  account  wiiich  implies  minute  accuracy  down  to  tlie  ninth 
part  of  a  cent. 

2(7///.    Arf  lo  llir  Ihtnri;  nf  IJii^  wi'ount. 

This  committee  deny  its  correctness.  They  condemn  the  whole  plan,  idea,  and  conception  of  keeping- 
accounts,  and  striking  balances  between  the  federal  government  and  the  federal  domain.  They  cannot 
consent  to  bring  down  tiiis  government  from  its  lofty  station  of  parental  guardianship  over  the  peuple  to 
the  low  level  of  a  land  speculator.  The  people  are  the  children  of  the  country.  They  love,  and  they 
defend  it.  When  that  country  is  in  danger — when  the  public  fo(!  treads  or  menaces  its  soil — they  rush  to 
its  succiir;  thej-  pour  out  their  blood  like  water;  they  open  their  purses  with  both  liands;  they  give  life 
and  property  for  the  safety  of  their  country;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  this  government  to  credit  them  with  the 
full  value  of  this  generous  devotion,  and  so  to  execute  its  guardianship  as  to  increase  the  number  of  its 
people,  to  amplify  their  means,  and  to  excite  their  love  of  country.  The  lands  ought  to  lie  credited  with 
the  inhabitants  which  it  maintains;  witii  the  products  of  their  industry;  with  the  taxes  which  tlu'y  have 
paid,  and  can  and  will  (lay.  In  this  point  of  view  the  idea  of  an  account  between  the  federal  government 
and  the  federal  lands  disappears  from  the  scene,  and  the  people,  their  property,  tiicir  jjatriotism,  their 
moral  and  intellectual  worth,  stand  forward  as  the  true  price  which  the  government  has  received  in 
exchange  for  the  barren  title  which  it  held  over  its  lands;  and  the  thirtj'-eigiit  millions  which  have  been 
paid,  in  comparison  to  .s(((7(  ap?'(ct;,  sink  below  the  power  of  words  to  express,  or  figiu'es  to  ascertain. 
What  language  can  paint  tlie  insignificance  ?  ^Vhat  imagination  can  conceive  the  notiiingness  of  the 
money  which  has  been  paid  for  the  lands,  (and  so  much  of  it  instantly  sijuandered,)  compared  to  the 
number  of  the  people  now  living  upon  these  lands,  their  value  in  the  social  and  iiolitical  system,  their 
capacit_y  to  bear  arms,  and  to  pay  taxes  for  their  country,  and  tlie  innumerable  pusterity  which  is  to  How 
from  them  ? 

The  committee  venture  to  suggest  tliat  the  view  which  the  Committee  on  ilanufactures  have  taken 
of  the  federal  domain  is  fundamentally  erroneous;  that  they  have  misconceived  the  true  principles  of 
national  polic.y  with  respect  to  wild  lands;  and  from  this  fundamental  mistake  and  radical  nusconception 
have  resulted  the  great  errors  which  pervade  the  whole  structure  of  their  report  and  bill. 

The  Committee  on  Manufactures  seem  to  contemplate  the  federal  domain  merely  as  an  object  of 
revenue,  and  to  look  for  that  rcveime  solely  from  the  receivers  of  the  land  offices;  when  the  science  of 
political  economy  has  ascertained  such  a  fund  to  be  chieflj%  if  not  exclusively,  valuable  under  the  aspect 
of  poi>ulation  and  cultivation,  and  the  eventual  extraction  of  revenue  from  the  people  in  its  customary 
modes  of  taxes  and  iniiit.ists. 

The  celebrated  Edmund  Hnrke  is  supposed  to  have  expressed  the  sum  total  nf  political  wisdom  on 
this  subject  in  his  well-known  propositions  to  convert  the  forest  lands  of  the  British  Crown  into  private 
property;  and  this  committee,  to  spare  themselves  further  argument,  and  to  extinguish  at  once  a  political 
fallacy  which  ought  not  to  have  been  broached  in  the  nineteenth  century,  will  make  a  brief  qu'itatiini 
from  the  speech  of  that  eminent  man: 

"A  lauded  estate  is  certainly  the  very  worst  which  tlic  Crown  can  possess.  *  *  *  Lands  are 
of  a  nature  more  proper  for  private  management  than  for  public  administration.  They  are  fitter 
for  the  care  of  a  frugal  land  steward  than  of  an  otfice  in  the  State.  *  *  *  jf  jj  ^e  objected 
that  these  lands  at  present  will  sell  at  a  low  market,  this  is  answered  by  showing  that  money  is 
at  a  high  price.  The  one  balances  the  other.  Lands  sell  at  the  current  rate,  and  nothing  can 
sell  for  more.  But  bo  the  price  what  it  may,  a  great  object  is  alwaj-s  answered  whenever  any 
property  is  transferred  from  hands  which  are  Tiot  fit  for  that  property  to  hands  that  are.  The 
buyer  and  the  seller  must  mutually  profit  by  such  a  bargain,  and,  what  rarely  happens  in  nuitters 
of  revenue,  the  relief  of  the  subject  will  go  hand  in  hand  with  the  profit  of  the  exchequer.  *  *  * 
The  revenue  to  be  derived  from  the  sale  of  the  forest  lands  -will  mat  be  so  considerable  as  many  have 
imagined;  and  I  conceive  it  would  be  unwise  to  screw  it  uj)  to  the  utmost,  or  even  to  sufler  bidders  to 
enhance,  according  to  their  eagerness,  the  purchase  of  objects  wherein  the  expense  of  that  purchase  may 
weaken  the  capital  to  be  employed  in  their  cultivation.  *  *  *  'fhe  jirincijial  revenue  which  I  propose 
to  draw  from  these  uncultivated  wastes  is  to  spring  from  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  the  kingdom, 
events  infinitely  more  advantageous  to  the  revenues  of  the  Crown  than  the  rents  of  the  best  landed  estates 
which  it  can  hold.  *  *  *  Jt  is  thus  that  I  would  dispose  of  th(>'  unprolitable  landed  estates  of  the 
Crown — throw  them  into  the  mass  of  private  prtiperty,  by  which  they  will  come,  through  the  course  of 
circulation  and  tlu'ough  the  pnlitical  secretions  of  the  State,  into  well  regulated  revenue.  *•■*=*  Thus 
would  fall  an  expensive  agency,  with  all  the  infiuence  which  attends  it." 

This  committee  take  leave  to  say  that  the  sentiments  here  expressed  by  Mr.  Burke  are  the  inspira- 
tions of  political  wisdom;  that  their  truth  and  justice  have  been  tested  in  all  ages  and  all  countries, 
and  particularly  in  our  own  age  and  in  our  own  ctmntrj-.  The  history  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States  furnish  the  most  instructive  lessons  of  the  inutility  of  sales,  the  value  of  cultivation,  and  the  fallacj^ 
of  large  calculations.  These  lands  were  expected,  at  the  time  they  were  acquired  by  the  United  States, 
to  pay  ofl'  the  public  debt  immediately,  to  support  the  government,  and  to  furnish  large  surpluses  for  dis- 
tribution. Calculations  for  a  thousand  millions  were  made  upon  them,  and  a  charge  of  treachery  was 
raised  against  Cjeneral  Hamilton,  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  his  report  in  the  jear  1791,  in  which 
the  fallacy  of  all  the.se  visionary  calculations  was  exposed,  and  the  real  value  of  the  lands  soberly  set 
down  at  an  average  of  twenty  cents  per  acre.  Yet,  after  an  ex]u'rimont  of  near  fifty  years,  it  is  found 
that  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  so  far  from  paying  the  public  debt,  Iiave  barely  defrayed  the  expenses 
of  managing  the  lands,  while  the  revenue  derived  from  cultivation  has  paid  both  principal  and  interest  of 
the  debts  of  two  wars,  and  supported  the  federal  government  in  a  style  of  expenditure  infinitely  be^'ond 
the  conceptions  of  those  who  established  it.  The  gross  proceeds  of  the  sales  are  but  thirty-eight  millions 
of  dollars,  from  which  the  large  expenses  of  the  system  are  to  be  deducted,  while  the  clear  receipts  from 
the  customs,  after  paying  all  expenses  of  collection,  amount  to  §5.5t),4-13,S30.  This  immense  amount  of 
revenue  springs  from  the  use  of  soil  reduced  to  private  property.  For  the  duties  are  derived  from  imported 
goods,  the  goods  are  received  in  exchange  for  exports,  and  the  exports,  with  a  small  deduction  for  the 
products  of  the  sea.  are  the  produce  of  the  farm  and  the  forest.  This  is  a  striking  view,  but  it  is  only  one- 
half  the  picture.  I'he  other  half  must  be  shown,  and  will  display  lIic  cultivation  of  the  soil,  in  its  immense 
exports,  as  giving  birth  to  conunerce  and  navigation,  and  supplying  employment  to  all  the  trades  and  pro- 
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fessions  connected  with  these  two  grand  branches  of  national  indnstrj',  while  the  business  of  selling  the 
land  is  a  meagre  and  barren  operation,  auxiliary  to  no  useful  occupation,  injurious  to  the  young  States,  by 
exhausting  thoni  of  their  currency,  and  extending  the  patronage  of  the  federal  government  in  the  compli- 
cated machinery  of  the  Land  Office  Department.  Such  has  been  the  diflerence  between  the  revenue  re- 
ceived from  the  mles  and  from  the  cultivation  of  the  land;  but  no  powers  of  calculation  can  carry  out  the 
diflerence  and  sliow  what  it  will  be,  for  while  the  sale  of  the  land  is  a  single  operation  and  can  be 
performed  but  once,  the  extraction  of  revenue  from  its  cultivation  is  an  annual  and  perpetual  process, 
increasing  in  productiveness  through  all  time,  with  the  increase  of  population,  the  amelioration  of  soils, 
and  scientific  improvements  in  the  arts  of  agrictdture. 

This  ciMiimittee,  thus  differing'  fundamentally  from  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  on  the  primary 
question  of  policy  witii  respect  to  the  disposition  of  the  federal  domain,  have  naturally  arrived  at  conclu- 
sions wholly  opposite  to  those  of  that  committee.  Instead  of  valuing  these  lands  for  themselves  as  an 
article  of  merchandise,  they  value  ihem  for  their  uses  as  a  means  of  giving  wealth  and  strength  to  the 
country.  Instead  of  holding  them  up  as  a  prize  which  cannot  be  sold  high  enough,  they  deem  them  of 
very  little  value  for  all  the  not  revenue  which  their  sales  will  (.'ver  bring  into  the  federal  coffers.  Instead 
of  hugging  them  to  the  federal  bosom  as  a  treasure  which  cannot  bo  drawn  close  enough,  they  consider 
them  rather  as  an  inconvenient  burden,  which  ought  to  be  got  rid  of  without  delay.  Instead  of  looking 
upon  the  alienations  of  the  soil  as  so  many  diminutions  of  tlie  federal  wealth,  they-consider  the  profit  of 
the  exchequer  as  only  beginning  after  such  transfers.  Instead  of  viewing  the  lands  as  "squandered," 
which  are  gratuitously  bestowed  or  liberally  sold  to  settlers  and  cultivators,  they  deem  such  lands  as  sold 
for  a  price  above  all  value — a  price  which  Congress  itself  cannot  "squander-" — a  price  which  will  consist 
of  the  heroic  and  patriotic  population  which  the  lands  will  sustain,  and  which  will  be  ready  to  contribute 
in  men  and  money  whenever  the  voice  of  their  country  shall  call  for  aid. 

This  committee  will  now  condense  and  briefly  exhibit  the  leading  reasons  why  the  price  of  the  public 
lands  should  lie  reduced,  the  sales  of  tliem  accelerated,  and  tiie  federal  title  speedily  extinguished  in  the 
new  States: 

1st.  Because  the  new  States  have  a  clear  right  to  participate  in  the  benefits  of  a  reduction  of  the 
revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  government,  by  getting  the  redaction  extended  to  the  article  of  revenue 
chiefiy  used  by  them. 

2d.  Because  the  public  debt  being  now  paid,  the  public  lands  are  entirely  released  from  the  pledge 
they  were  under  to  that  object,  and  are  free  to  receive  a  new  and  liberal  destination  for  the  relief  of  tlie 
States  in  which  they  lie. 

3d.  Because  nearly  one  hundred  millions  of  acres  of  the  land  now  in  market  are  the  refuse  of  sales 
and  donations  through  a  long  series  of  years,  and  are  of  very  little  actual  value,  and  only  fit  to  be  given 
to  settlers  or  abandoned  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie. 

4th.  Because  the  speedy  extinction  of  the  federal  title  within  their  limits  is  necessary  to  the  inde- 
jK'ndence  of  the  new  States;  to  their  equality  with  the  elder  States;  to  the  development  of  their  resources; 
to  the  subjection  of  their  soil  to  taxation,  cultivation,  and  settlement;  and  to  the  proper  enjoyment  of 
their  jurisdiction  and  sovereignty. 

5th.  Because  the  ramified  machinery  of  the  Land  OflSce  Department,  and  the  ownership  of  so  much 
soil,  extends  the  patronage  and  authority  of  the  federal  government  into  the  heart  and  corners  of  the 
new  States,  and  subjects  their  policy  to  the  danger  of  a  foreign  and  powerful  influence. 

6th.  Because  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  twentj^-five  millions  of  dollars,  proposed  to  be  drawn  from 
the  new  States  and  Territories  by  the  sale  of  their  soil,  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  is 
unconscionable  and  impracticable — such  as  never  can  be  paid — and  the  bare  attempt  to  raise  which  must 
drain,  exhaust,  and  impoverish  these  States,  and  give  birth  to  the  feelings  which  a  sense  of  injustice  and 
oppression  never  fails  to  excite,  and  the  excitement  of  which  should  be  so  carefully  avoided  in  a  con- 
federacy of  free  States. 

These  reasons,  thus  summarily  stated,  and  given  to  the  Senate  without  comment,  because  their 
obvious  truth  and  justice  supersede  the  necessity  of  illustration  or  commentary,  are  sufficient  to  show  that 
the  RIGHTS  and  interests  of  the  new  States  require  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  public  lands.  But  reasons 
which  require  this  reduction  and  the  adoption  of  other  measures  for  the  speedy  extinction  of  the  federal 
title  to  the  territory  within  these  States  are  not  confined  to  them,  but  extend  to  the  federal  government 
itself,  and  are  weig'hty  and  cogent  in  favor  of  putting  an  end  to  the  anomalous  relation  which  the  present 
condition  of  the  public  lands  e'stablishes  between  the  federal  and  the  State  governments. 

The  heads  of  some  of  these  reasons  are: 

1st.  The  nature  of  the  duties  which  attach  to  the  primary  disposition  of  the  soil  is  essentially  local, 
and  unfit  for  the  exercise  of  the  federal  legislature.  Congress  cannot  continue  to  charge  itself  with  the 
local  concerns  of  all  the  new  States  in  the  priuuiry  disposition  of  their  soil  without  neglecting  the  general 
concerns  of  the  Union,'  or  neglecting  the  interests  of  the  new  States,  or  acting  upon  systems  and  ideas 
brought  from  old  States,  and  inapplicable  or  injurious  to  the  new  ones. 

2d.  The  danger  of  a  multitude  of  project.s — now  that  the  lands  are  released  from  their  pledge  to  the 
public  debt— for  the  application  of  their  proceeds  to  different  objects,  or  their  distribution  among  the 
States  or  the  people;  projects  in  which  the  Constitution  of  the  Union  may  be  disregarded,  the  rights  of 
the  new  States  sacrificed,  the  dignity  and  purity  of  the  legislation  endangered,  and  the  lands  set  up  as  a 
prize  to  be  scrambled  or  bargained  for,  as  interest  or  ambition  may  suggest  and  uncontrollable  majorities 
decide. 

3d.  The  danger  of  collisions  with  the  new  States.  It  is  well  known  that  strong  views  of  present 
sovereignty  over  these  lands  are  now  entertained  in  some  of  these  States,  and  that  a  reduction  of  price 
and  speedy  extinction  of  the  federal  title  are  demanded  in  the  whole  of  them.  By  releasing  itself  from 
the  management  of  these  lands  Congress  may  avoid  all  the  collisions  which  may  grow  out  of  these  views 
of  present  sovereignty,  or  demands  for  diminished  prices  and  accelerated  sales. 

4th.  The  administration  of  the  public  lands  is  an  inconvenient  agencj^,  an  expensive  branch,  and  an 
unprofitable  source  of  revenue;  and  a  cessation  of  the  agency,  and  a  release  from  the  expense  would 
form  a  respectable  item   in   that  plan  of  retrenchment  which  all  the  friends  of  economy  so  much  desire. 

5th.  The  federal  government  has  no  need  for  the  revenue  now  derivable  from  the  sales  of  these  lands,  but 
it  may  have  need  for  more  revenue  in  time  to  come.  Give  them,  then,  the  destination  which  will  produce 
UKjst  revenue  when  really  wanted.  Pass  them  from  hands  that  cannot  use  them  int(j  hands  that  can;  and, 
in  tiiiu'.s  (jf  peril  and  danger,  when  tlie  country  calls  upon  her  children,  a  patriotic  population,  an  indepen- 
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dent  yeoiuaiiry,  ami  a  vast  cultivation,  will   iiinii.sli  tlic  mou  and  llie  nionc}'  which  the  c.xiig-cncics  dl'  tlic 
State  may  require. 

For  "these  reasons  this  committee  deem  it  equally  desirable  and  advantageous  to  both  parties — the 
federal  g-overnment  and  the  new  States — to  put  an  end,  with  all  convenient  despatch,  to  the  anomalous 
relation  "which  the  present  condition  of  the  public  lanils  establishes  between  them — a  relation  of  unprofit- 
able authoritj'on  one  side,  and  of  injurious  dependence  on  the  other.  The  self-evident  propriety  of  such  a 
consummation  would  vindicate  itself,  and  leave  this  committee  nothing  further  to  say,  had  it  not  been  for 
an  array  of  objections  to  any  measures  which  will  promote  this  event — to  any  legislation  which  will  either 
reduce  "the  price  of  the  lands  or  transfer  them  to  the  States,  which  have  recently  emanated  from  one  of  the 
Senate's  committees.  These  objections  have  been  brought  forward  with  an  emphasis,  displayed  with  a 
confidence,  and  ditfused  with  a  liberality  which  must  fix  the  attention  of  Congress  and  the  people;  and 
this  committee  camiot  overlook  an  array  of  argument  so  adverse  to  their  own  conclusions,  without  seem- 
ing to  admit  an  inability  which  they  do  not  feel,  or  to  aifect  a  delicacy  which  the  occasion  forbids,  or  to 
grant  an  impunity  to  error  which  it  is  their  duty  to  detect. 

These  objections,  if  this  committee  may  l>e  permitted  to  collect  tiieir  substance  into  a  f-w  heads,  will 
be  found  to  reduce  themselves  to  the  f  )llowing  topics: 

1st.  Tliat  the  present  system  of  the  United  States  is  a  wise  one,  and  ought  not  to  be  impaired 
2d.  That  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  [lulilic  lands  will  lessen  the  value  of  all  other  lands. 
3d.  That  such  reduction  will  be  injurious  to  former  inirchasers. 

4th.  That  it  will  lessen  the  value  of  donations  made  to  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and 
Alabama,  for  the  purposes  of  internal  improvement. 

5th.  That  it  will  excite  speculation  and  retard  the  settlement  of  new  States. 

tith.  That  it  will  operate  as  a  bounty  to  emigration,  and  diminish  the  populatiiai  in  the  elder  States. 
Ith.  That  the  new  States  are  growing  faster  than  the  old  States,  and  need  no  incentive  to  settlers. 
8th.  Tliat  the  present  price  is  fair  and  equitable. 

9th.  That  the  federal  government  will  be  able  to  draw  an  innaense  revenue  from  the  sale  of  public 
lands,  and  ought  not  to  s(|tiander  them  away. 

10th.  That  this  revenue  will  be  paid  by  tlie  old  States,  and  not  by  the  new  ones. 

Brief  and  precise  answers  will  now  be  suLmiitted  liy  tins  committee  to  each  ot  these  objections;  and, 
1st.  As  to  the  destruction  of  the  present  land  system. 

This  committee  will  neitlier  repeat  nor  deny  an  encomium,  of  forty  years'  standing,  upon  the  excellence 
of  this  system,  but  they  will  take  issue  upon  the  fact  of  its  supposed  destruction.  They  have  always 
understood  the  excellence  of  this  system  to  lie,  not  in  the  prwe  of  the  public  land,  which  is  variable,  and  has 
varied  at  dift'erent  times,  but  in  the  scientific  and  immutable  order  of  the  surveys,  and  the  clear  derivation  of 
title  from  the  government  itself  The  price  of  the  land  may  be  reduced  without  altering  these  surveys  or 
aftecting  the  derivation  of  title,  and,  consequently,  without  impairing  the  excellence  of  the  system.  It  has 
been  reduced  without  impairing  it.  The  reductions  of  1819-20,  from  two  dollars  to  one  dollar  and_  twenty- 
five  cents  per  acre,  was  considered  by  none  as  impairing  the  excellence  of  the  land  system.  By  an  inmiense 
majority  of  Congress  and  the  i)eople  it  was  considered  as  improving  it;  and,  doubtless,  a  similar  reductipn 
at  this  time  would  be  found  equally  innocent  in  its  operation  on  the  system,  and  equally  beneficial  in  its 
influence  upon  the  people. 

2d.  As  to  the  diminution  in  value  of  other  lands. 

This  committee  will  not  suppose  that  this  objection  will  apply  to  the  productive  capacity  or  prolific 
principle  of  the  soil.  It  can  only  apply  to  its  market  value;  and,  supposing  the  objection  to  have  any 
foundation  in  that  sense,  it  can  only  come  from  sellers  and  speculators.  Buyers  and  cultivators  repel  the 
objection;  and  these  arc  the  classes  which  it  has  been  the  policy  of  all  legislation  to  favor.  But  inferior 
lands  are  no  cheaper  at  a  low  price  than  superior  soils  are  at  a  high  price.  In  every  State  of  the  Union 
there  are  now  innumerable  tracts  of  land,  many  of  them  with  improvements  upon  them,  selling  for  less 
than  the  present  minimum  price  of  the  federal  lands,  while  others  command  ten  or  twenty  times  as  much. 
Land,  like  everything  else  oflered  for  sale,  finds  its  value  in  a  free  market.  The  good  is  higher,  the  bad 
is  lower.  Ten  dollars  the  acre  will  be  given  for  one  tract,  and  another  will  not  command  ten  cents.  It 
is,  therefore,  absurd  and  contradictory  to  consider  land  as  a  single  article,  like  the  stock  of  the  United 
States  Bank,  to  fall  or  rise  iu  the  same  degree,  at  the  same  time,  and  in  all  places,  from  the  operation  of 
a  single  cause.  It  is  by  no  means  certain  that  the  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands  will  operate 
upon'the  price  of  all  other  lands;  and  if  it  did,  the  operation  would  be  beneficial  to  the  most  numerous 
and  the  most  meritorious  classes — the  buyers  and  cultivators.  The  same  objection  was  made  in  1819, 
but  did  not  prevent  Congress  from  making  the  reduction,  nor  bring  upon  the  country  the  evils  which  were 
predicted. 

3d.  The  supposed  injurj'  to  former  purchasers. 

This  objection,  like  the  preceding  one,  can  only  apply  to  sellers  and  speculators,  not  to  buyers  and 
cultivators.  Former  purchasers,  who'belong  to  tlie  latter  classes,  can  receive  no  injury,  and  may  derive 
a  great  advantage  from  the  reduction.  They  will  have  an  equal  privilege  with  others  to  make  purchases 
at  the  reduced  rates,  and  may  add  to  the  size  of  their  farms,  and  procure  settlements  for  their  children, 
by  availing  themselves  of  the  advantage. 

4th.  The  supposed  deterioration  of  certain  donations  made  to  States  for  internal  improvement. 
This  eficct,  if  certain,  should  have  no  influence  upon  the  legislation  of  Congress  in  the  general  admm- 
istratiou  of  the  puVdic  lands.  There  is  no  principle  which  binds  the  donor  to  keep  up  forever  the  value  of 
his  gift,  especially  when  the  attempt  to  keep  it  up  may  prevent  him  from  doing  justice  to  others.  The 
gifts  in  question  were  made  years  ago.  They  have  generally  been  applied  to  their  object;  but,  whether 
applied  or  not,  they  were  selected  from  the  best  lands  the"n  liable  to  entry,  and  will  sell  accordmg 
to  their  quality  when  brought  into  market.  Besides,  three  out  of  four  of  the  States  which  received  these 
donations  are  now  in  favor  of  reduction;  and  the  throe  others  which  received  no  donation  are  now  apply- 
ing for  it,  without  any  intention  of  relinquishing  the  application  through  fear  of  a  reduction.  In  a  word, 
this  objection  lies  wholly  in  the  breasts  of  the  new  States,  and  if  they  waive  it,  no  others  have  a  right  to 
reproduce  it. 

5th.  The  supposed  excitement  to  speculation  and  consequent  retardation  of  settlement. 
This  committee  can  see  no  such  evils  resulting  from  the  reductions  which  they  will  recommend.     One 
dollar  per  acre  for  fresh  lands  and  fifty  cents  per  acre  for  those  wdiich  liave  been  picked  and  culled,  and 
many  times  gleaned  over  for  a  series  of  years,  with  a  right  of  preference  to  settlers  and  occupants,  will  pre- 
sent no  field  to  the  cupidity  of  speculators.     Speculation  in  wild  lands  has  long  proved  to  be  an  unprofitable 
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business,  Tlio  man  tliat  indulged  in  a  dream  of  principalities  lias  i'rcquently  waked  up  to  find  himself 
without  a  home;  the  expenses  of  management,  the  infidelity  of  ugents,  the  consuming  moth  of  taxation 
having  first  devoured  his  available  means,  and  afterwards  delivered  his  domain  to  the  sheriff  or  the 
marshal.  Instead  of  being  retarded,  the  settlement  of  the  new  States  and  Territories  has  been  greatly 
accelerated  liy  attempts  at  speculation.  Nearly  eight  millions  of  acres  of  military  bounty  lauds  in  Mis- 
souri, Illini.iis,  Arkansas,  and  Michigan,  have  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  people  at  a  few  cents  per  acre, 
while  the  federal  government  has  sold  but  live  millions  of  acres  in  those  four  States  and  Territories. 
Sixty  dollars  per  quarter  section,  being  thirty-seven  and  a  half  cents  per  acre,  is  stated  by  the  most 
extensive  land  agent  in  this  city  as  the  average  price  at  which  these  bounty  lands  have  been  sold 
to  the  people  for  t-eltlemeiif,  and  the  personal  knowledge  of  several  members  of  this  committee  would 
even  make  it  less.  The  opinion  of  the  new  States  themselves  ought  to  stand  for  something  in  this 
point:  and  it  is  evident  that  they  have  no  fear  of  speculation  and  n(,)n-settlement  from  a  reduction  in  the 
price  of  the  public  lands,  since  six  out  of  seven  of  tliose  States,  namely,  Indiana,  Illinois.  Missouri,  Alabama, 
Mississippi,  and  Louisiana,  through  their  respective  legislatures,  have  memorialized  Congress  in  favor  of 
the  reduction.  If  the  opinion  of  these  six  States  should  weigh  something,  the  example  of  Massachusetts 
anil  Maine  ought  t(j  lie  conclusive;  for  these  two  States  have  been  in  the  actual  sale  of  their  public  lauds 
for  many  years,  at  all  jirices,  from  three  and  a  half  cents  per  acre  to  si.xty  cents,  and  that  for  new  lands 
never  before  in  market,  and  under  laws  expressly  enacted  to  promote  the  Hetllement  of  the  country.  Nci. 
The  phantom  of  speculation  is  paraded  in  vain  before  the  eyes  of  the  people.  They  are  not  afraid  of  it. 
They  see  too  much  laud,  public  and  private,  in  market  to  fear  speculators.  Monopoly  is  impossible. 
From  the  southern  gulf  to  the  northern  lakes — from  the  peninsula  of  Florida  to  the  peninsula  of 
Michigan — all  around,  within  a  circumference  of  thousauds  of  miles,  and  over  an  area  of  liundreds  of 
millions  of  acres,  they  see  land  for  sale.  The  United  States  alone,  within  the  limits  of  the  States  and 
Territories,  possess  340,000,000  of  acres.  Individuals  in  diflerent  parts  of  the  Union  would  sell  100,000,000 
more.  If  the  whole  capital  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  laid  out  in  public  land,  at  fifty  cents  per 
acre,  it  would  purchase  but  70,000,000  of  acres,  leaving  270,000,000  for  individual  purchasers,  besides 
the  immense  amount  in  the  hands  of  jirivate  sellers. 

Otli.  The  supposed  bounty  to  emigration. 

This  objection  was  first  presented  to  Congress  in  a  report  from  a  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  (Mr. 
Eush,)  who  considereil  this  emigration  as  an  injurj'  to  the  manufacturers,  in  depriving  them  of  working 
people,  and  proposed  some  plans  of  federal  legislation  for  preventing  the  injury  by  checking  the  tendency 
to  emigrate,  and  rendering  the  population  of  the  old  States  more  fixed  and  stationary.  The  same  objection 
was  presented  to  Congress  at  the  present  session,  in  the  memorial  of  the  manufacturers  who  assembled  in 
convention  at  New  York,  in  which  memorial  this  evil  of  emigration  is  largely  insisted  upon,  and  tlie 
advantage  of  inducing-  the  people  to  remain  and  work  in  the  factories,  instead  of  g'oing  oft'  to  clear  wild 
land  in  the  west,  is  openly  maintained.  The  adoption  of  the  objection  in  the  report  made  by  the  Senate's 
Committee  on  Alannfactures  may  refer  itself  to  the  same  motive;  and  the  readiest  mode  of  checking  the 
supposed  evil  of  emigration  is  to  remove  tiie  inducement  by  holding  up  the  lands,  and  especially  the  infe- 
rior qualities,  at  a  price  beyond  their  value. 

This  committee  will  not  argue  the  question  how  far  it  is  right  and  proper  for  Congress  to  legislate 
with  a  view  to  prevent  emigration  from  the  old  States  to  the  new  ones.  They  have  witnessed  with  pain 
the  obtrusion  of  the  topic  on  the  federal  legislature.  They  have  perused  with  deep  regret  the  elaborate 
tables  which  have  been  constructed  to  show  that  the  seven  new  States  populate  faster  than  the  seventeen 
old  ones.  Such  tables  can  have  no  other  eftect  than  to  inflame  the  jealousy  of  the  old  States,  and  to  rouse 
within  their  bosoms  the  most  invidious  feelings  against  their  younger  sisters.  They  evidently  turn  upon 
the  idea  that  these  young  States  are  foreign  dominions;  and  thus,  while  the  public  lauds  within  them  are 
treated  as  the  property  of  the  Union,  the  States  themselves  are  rather  looked  at  as  out  of  the  Union,  and 
drawing  off  the  population  of  the  Union.  Surely  the  well-being  of  this  confederacy  requires  the  federal 
legislature  to  shut  its  eyes  upon  such  topics  and  tables.  If  the  new  States  populate  more  rapidly  than 
the  older  ones,  it  is  one  of  the  few  advantages  of  their  position,  and  they  ought  not  to  be  deprived  of  it. 
If  people  choose  to  go  to  the  west,  it  is  a  right  they  inherit  under  our  free  form  of  government,  and  for 
the  exercise  of  which  they  are  not  amenable  to  federal  legislation.  This  committee  will  not  argue  these 
questions.  They  take  their  position  upon  the  clear  and  broad  admission,  that  a  refusal  to  reduce  the  price 
of  public  land  for  fear  it  may  injure  the  manufacturers  by  inducing  emigration  to  the  west,  is  an  authentic 
declaration  that  the  price  must  bo  kept  up  to  ju'event  such  emigration  1  And  they  venture  to  say  that 
such  refusal  can  only  be  viewed  as  an  act  of  the  severest  injustice  to  the  now  States.  This  committee 
dismiss  the  whole  objection,  to  them  a  painful  one,  with  the  remark  that  it  stands  in  direct  contradiction 
to  the  one  last  answered.  Thai  objection  turned  upon  the  supposition  that  reduced  prices  of  the  public 
lands  would  excite  speculation  and  retard  the  settlement  of  the  new  States.  This  upon  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  same  reduction  will  excite  emigration  and  too  rapidly  populate  the  new  States  at  the  expense 
OF  the  elder  ones. 

7th.  The  rapid  population  of  the  new  States  under  the  present  laud  system,  and  the  inference  that  no 
alteration  is  necessary. 

This  objection  has  been  brought  forward  with  a  confidence  and  a  plausibility  which  evinces  the  great 
reliance  which  is  placed  upon  it;  but  a  few  authentic  facts  will  dispel  the  illusion  and  show  that  the 
new  States  have  grown  up,  not  so  much  by  the  aid  of  the  present  sj'stem  as  in  spite  of  it;  that  they  owe 
their  population  not  so  much  to  the  sales  of  the  federal  government  as  to  the  bounties  of  former  sovereigns, 
the  liberalities  of  some  of  the  old  States,  and  the  easy  sales  of  individuals.  A  rapid  review  of  the  mies 
of  the  public  lands  and  the  settlement  of  the  States  will  confirm  this  statement  and  put  an  end  to  the 
objection  so  imposingly  brought  forward.  These  are  the  facts:  The  State  of  Oldo  contains  20,000,000 
of  acres;  of  this  quantity  the  United  States  has  sold  but  7,504,540  acres  under  the  present  land  sj'stem, 
which  is  but  little  more  than  one-quarter  part  of  the  State.  Her  population  and  improvements,  if  only 
counted  to  the  extent  of  these  sales,  would  make  but  an  indifterent  figure  among  the  great  States  of  the 
Union.  The  truth  is,  Ohio  owes  at  least  two-thirds  of  her  present  greatness  to  settlements  on  Virginia 
military  bounties,  on  land  sold  before  the  adoption  of  the  present  system  at  the  easy  rate  of  sixty-six  and 
two-thirds  cents  per  acre,  payable  in  revolutionary  certificates;  on  the -western  reserve,  sold  by  Con- 
necticut to  individuals  at  a  few  cents  per  acre;  on  donations  to  settlers,  to  Nova  Scotia  and  Canadian 
refugees,  and  for  schnols  and  other  purposes;  and  on  the  public  lands  where  a  multitude  of  poor  people 
are  seated  without  titles. 

Deduct  these  settlements,  and  this  flourishing  State,  instead  of  ranking  third  or  fourth,  would  be 
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classed  with  tlif  iiiulh  m-  (ciitli  Slates  df  lliis  rinmi.  Tlic  siimr  irsull  is  still  hmuv  ao'-Tavatcil  in  (he 
other  States.  Indiana  has  a  siiiievlicii.'.s  (it  22,000,000  arros,  ol'  which  tlic  tcil<'ral  o-uvi'niiiiL'Ht  has  sol<l 
5  817,038  acres;  /////(ofs,  39,000,000,  and  S.llS.Ol'i  acres  sold;  JI//.s.vo»r?',  31),000,000,  and  1,055,572  acr<'s 
>^o\A;' Alabama,  32,000,000,  and  4,335,471  acres  sold;  MUxi^^^ippi,  30,000,000,  and  1,500,288  acres  s.ild; 
Louisiana,  30,000,000,  and  nn  more  than  344,753  acres  sold.  In  all  these  Slates  Ihe  mass  of  their  |io|inla- 
tion  are  living  <'ithcr  upon  tiie  lands  which  were  the  honnlies  of  loreign  sovereigns,  or  luninties  to  soldiers 
of  the  late  or  revolutionary  war,  or  upon  Ihe  iiresent  pulilic  lamls.  The  nundu'r  of  this  latter  class  is 
inconceivably  great.  An  oilicial  return  of  tlie  y<'ar  1S2S  placed  the  n.on-freeliolders  of  Ihe  new  Stales  aiid 
Territories  at  "140,000  men;  that  is  to  say,  iii  O'nio,  37, 280;  in  Indiana,  13,485;  in  Illinois,  0,220;  ni 
Missouri,  10,118;  in  Alabama,  39, 00:^;  in  'Mississijipi,  5,505;  in  Louisiana.  :\.-U'<i\;  in  I'larida.  1,900;  in 
Michigan,  985.  The  entire  population  of  these  States  and  Territories  at  that  lime  was  alioul  2,100.01111; 
and  as  the  adult  male  populalii.m,  in  civilized  and  fertile  countries,  is  in  the  rali<i  of  one  to  six  in  the  whole 
population,  (which  would  give  360,000  men  in  2,100,000  souls,)  it  is  thereby  demonstrated  that  upwards  of 
one-third  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  new  States  are  not  freeholders  !— that  more  than  one-third  of  a  jjopuhi- 
tiou,  in  communities  almost  exclusively  agricultural,  and  where  freehold  estates  are  the  tirst()bjccls  (it 
every  man's  ambition,  are  either  tenants  to  landlords  or  trespassers  on  tlie  public  domain! — facts  which 
show  the  impolicy  of  the  present  land  system,  the  fallacy  of  attributing  the  growth  of  the  new  States  to 
it,  the  necessity  of  abandoning  the  idea  of  revenue  from  land,  and  sulistituting  a  system  of  (lunations  tit 
settlers  and  easy  sales  to  general  purchasers. 
Sth.  As  to  the  equity  of  the  present  case. 

This  price  is  manifestly  unjust,  because  it  is  the  same  for  all  ipialities — the  same  fir  the  retuse  as  lor 
the  first  choices.  The  slightest  knowledge  of  the  subject  will  suggest  the  necessity  of  graduated  prices 
adapted -to  the  diflerent  vaTieties  of  soil.  Admitting  that  the  present  price  might  not  be  excessive  lor  tirst- 
rate  land  and  for  first  choices,  yet  it  is  surely  too  much  for  the  second  and  third  rate,  and  for  the  refuse  ol 
sales  and  donations  going  on  for  a  long  scries  of  years.  But  on  this  point  the  Senate  is  not  left  to  conjco 
ture  or  to  the  information  of  members  from  the  new  States;  they  have  official  inforniatii.n,  as  dctaileil  :(s  it 
is  authentic,  and  obtained  under  the  sanctions  of  the  Iiigliest  responsibilities.  They  have  the  returns  of  the 
register  and  receivers  of  the  land  ofBces  drawn  up  district  by  district  under  a  resolve  of  the  Senate,  and 
executed  under  the  dirceti(.in  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office.  These  returns  descrili(;_ 
the  (Quality  of  the  unsold  lands  in  eacii  district,  slate  their  average  value  and  quantity,  and  the  length  ot 
time  they'have  been  in  market  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  or  were  subjected  to  be  given  away 
by  foreign  sovereigns  before  they  came  under  the  dominion  of  the  United  States.  The  information 
extends  to  near  100,000,000  of  acres,  which  is  much  the  largest  portion  (if  the  lands  now  in  market,  and 
is  the  part  to  which  the  lowest  price  recommended  by  this  committee  will  apply. 

In  Ohio  not  more  than  half  a  million  of  acres  was  returned  as  first-rate  land,  which  has  probably 
since  been  sold  or  taken  under  the  donations  to  the  State.  The  mass  consisted  of  second  and  third  rat(^ 
soils,  with  a  considerable  (jnantity  unfit  for  cultivation;  the  whole  had  been  in  market  from  five  to  thnty 
years,  and  the  values  variable  from  fifty  cents  to  a  dollar.  In  Lidiana  one  and  a  half  million  were 
returned  as  first  rale,  which  must  have  been  disposed  of  before  this  time;  from  forty  cents  to  a  dollar 
were  the  average  (irices,  and  the  length  of  time  it  had  been  exposed  to  sale  from  two  to  twenty  years. 
In  Illinois  one  "district  was  averaged  at  fifty  cents,  another  at  forty-eight,  another  at  thirty,  a  fourth  at 
twelve  and  a  half,  a  fifth  at  one  hundred  cents.  In  Missouri,  the  St.  Louis  district,  which  had  been  well 
picked  by  donations  troni  the  French  and  Spanisli  crowns  before  it  came  under  the  dominion  oi  the  I  iiited 
States,  and  since  gleaiu'd  over  by  sales  and  settlements  rights,  the  average  price  was  placed  at  tilteeu 
cents.  In  the  Cape  Girardeau  district,  in  which  the  best  lands  had  also  been  given  away  under  the 
French  and  Spanish  governments,  the  price  is  twelve  and  a  half  cents;  the  highest  average  in  the  Slate 
was  sixtv-two  and  a  half  cents.  In  Alabama,  in  some  parts  of  which  State  the  Sjianish  crown  liarl  been 
giving  laiuls  to  whoever  would  take  them  for  fiflv  or  one  hundred  years  before  they  were  exhilnbxl  to 
sales  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  the  refu'se  of  one  district  was  set  down  at  five  cents,  others  as 
containing  little  or  no  first-rate  land,  and  millions  unfit  for  cultivation.  The  same  remarks  apply  to  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  where  the  prices  varied  from  five  to  forty  cents.  In  Louisiana  the  valuable  lands 
had  been  given  away  under  the  French  and  Spanish  crowns.  The  unsold  parcels  were  principally  pine 
barrens,  or  prairies, "or  swamps.  In  the  Orlrnns  district  "  ne.vri.v  am,"  is  returned  as  unfit  for  cultivation; 
the  same  return  is  made  of  the  Sf.  ILIrnn  district;  two  other  districts  of  0((f;c/,i7a  and  Oprlimsas  ytYC 
returned,  respectively,  at  the  average  values  of  twenty-six  and  fifty  cents.  The  'fcrritories  of  Ar/Musas, 
Florida,  and  Michi'/a'n,  come  too  nearly  under  the  same  general  remarks  which  ajiply  to  the  neighboring 
States  to  require  particular  references  to  the  returns  from  them.  This  committee  think  it  right  to  endeavor 
to  fix  the  atlenti(.in  of  Coiin'ress  upiou  these  masses  of  unsold  and  un.salalde  lands,  which  have  been  so 
thoroughly  picked  and  culled,  and  gleaned  over,  which  are  really  worth  so  little,  and  which,  nevertheless, 
are  held  u'p  at  the  price  of  first  choices  in  new  and  i'resh  lands.  No  arts  of  spei/ch  or  (lOwcr  ot  argument 
can  make  the  people  believe  that  this  is  just;  nor  can  it  be  advantageous  lo  the  treasury  in  a  revcmue 
point  of  view,  the  sales  being  excecdingl'v  slow-  among  the  refuse  lands,  and  the  money  received  princi- 
pally derived  from  townships  latelv  brought  inb)  market.  The  interest  of  every  party  requires  a.  distinc- 
tion to  be  made  between  the  old  and  the  new  lands,  and  this  committee  will  keep  that  distincti.in  m  view- 
in  the  scale  (if  ]irices  which  they  will  recommend.  -  i  i  i 
9th.  As  to  the  immense  revenue  which  the  federal  government  can  extract  from  the  sales  ot  the  lands 
This  ideal  revenue  is  estimated  at  §425,000,000  for  the  lands  now  within  the  limits  (jf  the  Stales  and 
Territ(jries,  and  at  $1,303,589,691  for  the  whole  federal  domain.  Such  chimerical  calculations  prechide  tlie 
propriety  of  argumentative  answers.  Thev  are  best  exposed  in  recurring  to  that  amount  against  the 
lands  in  which  thev  were  supposed  not  to"  have  jiaid  the  expenses  of  their  administration,  and  in_  con- 
trasting similar  splendid  calculations,  made  forty  years  ago,  with  the  actual  amounts  of  revenue  derived. 
In  the  year  1791,  when  General  Hamilton,  theii  'Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  proposed  to  sell  the  public 
lands  at  twenty  cents  an  acre,  he  was  accused  vi'  treachery  and  corruption;  and  calculatnins  were  made 
to  show  that,  by  fixing  a  minimum  jirice  of  two  dollars,  and  screwing  the  price  up  lo  the  highest^pomt  at 
public  auctions,  money  enough  might  be  deriveil  tVoni  their  sales,  not  only  to  pay  the  public  debt  and 
support  the  feih'ral  i;-iivernm'ent,  but  to  leave  large  suriiluses  for  distribution  among  the  States  or  the 
people.  Statesmen  'of  the  pre.sent  day,  who  have  lived  to  see  the  delusions  of  the  calculations  made  m 
General  Hamilton's  time,  should  bo  on  their  i;'uard  against  similar  fallacies,  and  should  turn  their  eyes 
from  the  sab'  of  the  lands  to  their  seltlemenf  and  rulliralinn.  In  the  hands  of  the  people  they  cannot  be 
squandered:  in   the   hands  of  Congress    they  may  be.     This   committee  will    not    repeat  what  they  have 
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previously  urg-cd  in  I'avny  of  settlement  and  cultivation  as  the  great,  inexhaustible  fountains  of  strength 
and  wealth.  They  will  only  present,  for  the  sake  of  illustration,  an  existing  case  in  our  own  country  to 
confirm  their  policy;  it  is  the  case  of  Alabama.  This  il(jurishing  young  State,  though  composed  almost 
entirely  of  puljlic  lanils,  and  selling  them  for  the  highest  prices,  has  contributed  infinitely  more  through 
the  custom-houses  than  through  the  land  offices  to  the  supply  of  the  federal  exchequer.  The  sales  last 
year  amount  to  $894,205,  her  exports  to  three  millions  and  a  quarter,  which  would  not  have  brought  back 
imports  paying  less  than  §1,400,000. 

This  committee  turn  with  confidence  from  the  land  offices  to  the  custom-houses  and  say,  here  are  the 
true  >mtrces  of  federal  revenue.  Give  lands  to  the  cultivator,  and  tell  him  to  keep  his  money  and  lay  it  out 
in  their  cultivation. 

10th.  As  to  the  payment  of  the  land  revenue  by  the  old  States. 

This  objection  assumes  that  the  two  millions  and  a  half  of  people  now  in  the  new  States  and  Terri- 
tories will  not  become  purchasers  of  public  land;  that  the  140,000  non-freeholders,  returned  by  the 
marshals  in  1828,  will  not  wish  to  become  freeholders.  This  committee  object  to  tlie  validity  of  that 
assumption.  They  maintain  that  the  present  population,  whether  freeholders  or  not,  will  wish  to  purchase, 
and  will  be  the  largest  purchasers.  Those  who  have  freeholds  will  wish  to  add  to  their  farms,  or  procure 
farms  for  their  cliildren;  those  who  are  tenants  or  occupants  without  title  will  wish  to  reach  the  security 
and  independence  of  an  indefeasible  estate  in  the  soil.  Emigrants  will  undoubtedly  purchase,  but  the 
amount  will  be  in  the  ratio  of  their  numbers  to  the  existing  population;  that  is  to  say,  infinitely  less.  And 
besides,  after  a  few  years'  residence,  these  emigrants  become  identified  with  the  old  settlers,  and  begin  to 
make  money  within  the  State,  and  to  apply  it  to  new  purchases  of  land,  so  that  the  amount  claimed  to  be 
paid  by  the  old  States  reduces  itself  to  the  first  purchases  of  the  annual  emigration.  The  revenue,  then, 
will  be  paid  bj'  the  new  States,  and  will  continue  to  exhaust  them  of  their  current  monej'  as' long  as  the 
sales  continue.  Other  States  are  now  struggling  for  a  reduction  of  the  revenue  on  the  articles  which  they 
chiefly  use.  The  new  States  would  be  unfaithful  to  themselves  if  they  did  not  struggle  equally  hard  to 
extend  the  reduction  to  the  great  article  of  revenue  chiefly  used  by  their  citizens. 

These  brief  answers  to  the  objections  to  a  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands  appear  to  this 
committee  to  be  conclusive;  they  will,  tlierefore,  pass  from  that  division  of  the  subject,  and  bestow  a  few 
considerations  ujion  the  pijlicy  of  transferring  them  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie. 

This  policy  is  recommended  by  all  the  topics  which  have  been  urged  in  favor  of  perfecting  the  sover- 
eignty of  the  new  States  over  the  soil  within  their  limits,  and  releasing  the  federal  government  from  the 
administration  t>f  the  public  lands.  It  is  opposed  upon  the  grounds — 1st.  That  they  are  the  common 
property  of  all  the  States,  and  ought  not  to  be  ceded  gratuitously  to  a  few  of  them.  2d.  That  a  sale  for 
an  adequate  consideration  would  establish  the  unwise  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  between  the  pur- 
chasing States  and  the  federal  government.  3d.  That  the  new  States  may  be  incompetent  to  the  faithful 
administration  of  so  largi;  a  fund. 

The  answers  which  suggest  themselves  to  this  committee,  in  reply  to  these  objections,  are: 

1.  That  admitting  the  general  community  of  ownership,  it  is  impossible  to  admit  that  the  inhabitants 
of  distant  States  have  the  same  moral  claims  upon  these  lands  with  those  who  reside  upon  or  among  them, 
whose  ancestors  have  perished  in  their  defence,  whose  labor  has  given  them  value,  and  who  have  under- 
gone all  the  privations  and  hardships  incident  to  the  settlement  of  new  countries.  These  circumstances 
give  ecjuitable  claims  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  new  States  whicli  political  science  and  public  justice  can- 
not disregard.  Nor  can  a  gratuitous  cession  be  considered  as  an  injury  to  a  part  of  the  States  if  the  whole 
are  considered  as  identified  in  interest,  for  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  new  States  will  be  the  growth 
and  prosperity  of  the  Union,  and  their  wealth  and  population  will  be  available  in  all  times  of  need  for  the 
defence  and  support  of  the  whole. 

2.  The  impolicy  of  establishing  the  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  between  the  new  States  and  the 
federal  governn.cnt  is  freely  admitted.  Both  parties  should  endeavor  to  avoid  to  any  large  extent  the 
creation  of  that  unwise  relation.  A  largo  debt  would  be  an  oppressive  burden  on  the  new  States,  and  an 
annual  interest  would  be  a  devouring  moth  upon  their  resources.  Eventual  collisions  and  mutual  animosity 
might  be  the  result.  The  federal  government  should  not  wish  to  load  the  j-ounger  members  of  the 
confederacy  with  the  oppressive  burden  of  a  heavy  debt,  nor  to  consume  their  resources  with  the  annual 
exactions  of  interest.  Easy  sales,  liberal  donations  to  settlers,  and  a  cession  of  the  inferior  lands  to  the 
States  for  beneficial  and  meritorious  objects,  might  accomplish  the  transfer  in  a  reasonable  time  without 
the  creation  of  an  embarrassing  debt. 

3.  That  the  new  States  might  be  incompetent  to  the  faithful  administration  of  such  a  fund  is  a 
proposition  to  whicli  this  committee  cannot  assent,  without  admitting  the  incapacity  of  these  States  for 
self-government,  and  contradicting  the  evidence  of  actual  experience.  To  argue  the  capacity  of  the  new 
States  to  manage  their  own  aft'airs  might  seem  to  be  indelicate  in  a  committee  chiefly  coming  from  such 
States;  but  to  refer  to  the  example  of  a  new  State  not  subject  to  the  imputation,  and  now  successfully 
discharging  that  duty,  to  which  other  new  States,  it  is  supposed,  might  prove  unequal,  must  be  as 
unexceptionable  as  api>ropriato.  The  State  of  Maine  is  that  State.  She  manages  wisely  the  public  lands 
which  she  received  in  division  from  t!ie  State  of  Mat^sachusetts.  Sixty  cents  per  acre  was  the  highest 
minimum  for  fresh  lands.  Actual  settlers  had  an  hundred  acres  each  for  thirty  dollars,  one-half  payable 
in  work  in  opening  roads  in  their  own  township.  Timbered  lands,  unlit  for  cultivation,  were  placed  at 
lower  minimums,  according  to  their  value,  and  usually  less  than  twenty-five  cents  per  acre.  Bog  and 
waste  lands  were  sold  for  what  they  would  bring,  in  some  instances  as  low  as  three  and  a  half  cents  per 
acre.  These  are  wise  provisions;  thej'  correspond  with  the  approved  maxims  of  political  economy.  They 
are  worthy  the  imitation  of  tiie  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  no  doubt  would  be  faithfully  copied  by 
other  new  States  if,  like  Maine,  they  had  the  right  of  the  primary  disposition  of  the  soil  in  their  own 
liands. 

This  committee  have  said  that  the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  to  divide  the  ])ro- 
ceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pulilic  lands  among  the  several  States  for  a  limited  time,  is  a  bill  wholly  inad- 
missible in  principle,  and  essentially  erroneous  in  its  details. 

They  object  to  iho  j^rinciple  of  the  bill,  because  it  proposes  tn  change,  and  that  most  injuriously  and 
fatally  for  the  new  States,  the  character  of  their  relation  to  the  federal  gi>vernment  on  the  subject  of  the 
public  lands.  That  relation,  at  present,  imposes  on  the  federal  government  the  character  of  a  truatee,  with 
the  power  and  the  duty  of  disposing  of  the  public  lands  in  a  liberal  and  equitable  manner.  The  princiide 
of  the  bill  proposes  to  substitute  an  individual  State  interest  in  tlie  lands,  and  would  be  perfectly 
equivalent  to  a  division  of  the  lands  among  the  States;  for  the  power  of  legislation  being  left  in  their 
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hands,  with  a  direct  interest  in  their  sales,  the  <ild  and  ])(i|iulinis  States  woiihl  necessarily  cnnsiih-r  tlie 
lands  as  their  own,  and  ^•overn  their  legislation  accordingly.  Sales  wonid  be  lorhid  or  allowed;  surxcys 
stopi>ed  or  advanced;  prices  raised  or  lowered;  donations  gi\en  uv  driiied;  (jld  ImchcIi  ami  Spanish 
claims  confirmed  or  rejected;  settlers  ousted;  emigration  stopiied,  precisely  as  it  sniteil  the  interest  nf  tin- 
old  States;  and  this  interest,  in  every  instance,  would  hr  precisely  opimsite  to  the  interest  ol'  the  new 
States.  In  vain  would  some  just  men  wish  to  act  eipiitably  by  these  new  States;  their  generous  elliirts 
would  expose  them  to  attacks  at  liome.  A  new  head  of  electioneering  would  be  opened;  candidates  I'or 
Congress  wo>ild  rack  their  imaginations  and  exhaust  their  arithmetic  in  the  invention  and  dis[ilay  (if  rival 
])rojects  for  the  extraction  of  gold  from  the  new  States;  and  he  that  would  promise  best  for  promoting 
the  emigration  of  dollars  /Vohi  the  new  States,  and  preventing  the  (■migration  of  people  to  them,  would  be 
considered  the  best  qualilied  I'or  federal  legislation.  If  this  plan  of  distribution  had  been  in  force  hereto- 
fore, the  price  of  the  public  lands  would  not  have  been  reduced  in  181i>-'2U,  nor  the  relief  laws  passed, 
which  exonerated  the  new  States  from  a  debt  of  near  twenty  millions  of  doUar.s.  If  adopted  now,  these 
States  may  bid  adiett  to  their  sovt'reignty  and  independence  !  They  will  become  the  feudatory  vassals  of 
the  paramount  States  !  Their  subjection  and  deiH'ndenci>  will  be  without  limit  or  remedy.  The  five  years 
mentioned  in  the  bill  had  as  well  be  lifty  or  live  hundred.  The  State  that  would  surrender  its  sovereignty 
for  ten  ^X'c  ceiiliim  of  its  own  money  would  ecli]iso  the  folly  of  E.tau,  an<l  become  a  proverb  in  the  annals 
of  foll_y  with  those  who  have  sold  their  birthright  for  "a  'me--<.'i  of  pnlUvji^c." 
Tlie  details  of  the  bill  are  pregnant  with  injustice  and  unsound  policy. 

1.  The  rule  of  distribution  among  tlio  States  makes  no  distinction  between  those  States  which  did  or 
did  not  make  cessions  of  their  vacant  land  to  the  federal  government.  ^Massachusetts  and  Maine,  which 
arc  now  selling  and  enjoying  their  vacant  lands  in  their  own  right,  and  Cuniieeticut,  which  received  a 
deed  for  two  millions  of  acres  from  the  federal  government,  and  sold  tliem  for  her  own  benefit,  are  ptit 
upon  an  equal  footing  with  Virginia,  which  ceded  the  innnensc  domain  which  lies  in  the  forks  of  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi,  and  Georgia,  which  ceded  territory  for  two  States.     This  is  manifestly  unjust. 

2.  The  bill  proposes  benefits  to  some  of  the  States,  which  they  cannot  receive  without  dishonor  nor 
refuse  without  pecuniary  prejudice.  Several  States  deny  the  power  of  the  federal  government  to  ajipro- 
priate  the  public  moneys  to  objects  of  internal  improvement  or  to  colonization.  A  refusal  to  accept  tlieir 
dividends  would  subject  such  States  to  loss;  to  receive  them  would  imply  a  sale  of  their  constitutional 
principles  for  so  much  money.  Considerations  connected  with  the  harmony  and  perpetuity  of  our 
confederacy  shoidd  forbid  any  State  to  be  compelled  to  choose  between  such  alternatives. 

3.  The  public  lands  in  great  part  were  granted  to  the  federal  govennnent  to  pay  the  debt  of  the  rev- 
olutionary war;  it  is  notorious  that  other  objects  of  revenue,  to  wit,  duties  on  imported  goods,  have  chiefly 
paid  tliat  debt.  It  would  seem  then  to  be  just  to  the  donors  of  the  land,  after  having  taxed  them  in  other 
ways  to  pay  the  delit,  that  tlie  land  should  go  in  relief  of  tlieir  present  tax<.'S;  and  that  so  long  as  any 
revenue  may  be  derived  from  them  it  should  go  into  the  common  treasury,  and  diminish,  by  so  mucli,  the 
amount  of  their  annual  contributions. 

4.  The  colonization  of  free  peo]iIe  of  color  on  the  western  coast  of  Africa  is  a  delicate  question  for 
Congress  to  touch.  It  connects  itself  indissolubly  with  the  slave  question,  and  cannot  be  agitated  by  the 
federal  legislature  without  rousing  and  alarming  the  apprehensions  of  all  the  slaveholding  States,  and 
lighting  up  the  fires  i.if  the  extinguished  conflagration  which  lately  blazed  in  the  Missouri  question. 
The  harmony  of  the  States  and  the  durability  of  this  coid'ederacy  interdict  the  legislation  of  the  federal 
legislature  upon  this  subject.  The  existence  of  slavery  iu  the  United  States  is  local  and  sectional.  It  is 
confined  to  the  southern  and  middle  States.  If  it  is  an  evil,  it  is  an  evil  to  them,  and  it  is  their  business 
to  say  so.  If  it  is  to  be  removed,  it  is  their  business  to  remove  it.  Other  States  put  an  end  to  slavery 
at  their  own  time,  and  in  their  own  way,  and  without  interference  from  federal  or  State  legislation,  or 
organized  societies.  The  rights  of  equalit,y  demand  for  the  remaining  States  the  same  freed(jm  of  thought 
and  iuiinuinty  of  action.  Instead  of  assuming  the  business  of  colonization,  leave  it  to  the  slaveholding 
States  to  do  as  the^v  please,  and  leave  them  tlieir  resources  to  carry  into  effect  their  resolves.  Raise  no 
more  money  from  tliem  than  the  exigencies  of  the  government  reijuire,  and  then  they  will  have  the  means, 
if  they  feel  the  inclination,  to  rid  themselves  of  a  burden  which  is  theirs  to  bear  and  theirs  to  remi.ive. 

5.  The  sum  proposed  for  distribution,  though  nominally  to  consist  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands,  is,  in  reality,  to  consist  of  their  gross  ])rocecds.  The  term  net,  as  applied  to  revenue 
from  land  offices  or  custom-houses,  is  quite  different.  In  the  latter,  its  signification  corresponds  with  the 
fact,  and  implies  a  deduction  of  all  the  expenses  of  collection;  in  the  former  it  has  no  such  implicati(jn, 
fertile  expenses  of  the  land  system  are  defrayed  by  appropriations  out  of  the  treasury.  To  make  tlio 
whole  sum  received  from  the  land  offices  a  fund  for  distribution,  would  lie  to  devolve  the  heavy  expenses 
of  the  land  system  upon  the  custom-house  revenue;  in  other  words,  to  take  so  much  from  the  custom- 
house revenue  to  lie  divided  among  the  States.  Tliis  would  be  no  small  item.  .Vccording  to  the  jirinci- 
ples  of  the  account  drawn  up  against  the  lands,  it  would  embrace — 

1.  Expenses  of  the  General  Land  OEBce. 

2.  Appropriations  for  surveying. 

3.  Expenses  for  six  surveyors  general's  offices. 

4.  Expenses  of  forty-four  land  offices. 

5.  Salaries  of  eighty-eight  registers  and  receivers. 
(5.  Commissions  on  sales  to  registers  and  receivers. 
T.  Allowance  to  receivers  for  depositing  money. 

8.  Interest  on  money  paid  fjr  extinguishing  Indian  titles. 

9.  Annuities  to  Indians. 

10.  Future  Indian  treaties  for  extinguisliing  title. 

11.  Expenses  of  annual  removal  of  Indians. 

These  items  exceed  a  million  of  dollars.  They  are  on  the  increase,  and  will  continue  to  grow  at  least 
until  the  one  hundred  and  thirteen  million  Ww  hundreil  and  seventy-seven  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-nine  acres  of  land  within  the  limits  of  the  States  and  Territories  now  covered  by  Indian  title  shall 
be  released  from  such  title.  The  reduction  of  these  items,  present  and  to  <'oiiie,  from  the  pniposed  fund 
for  distribution,  must  certainly  be  made  to  avoid  a  contradiction  lietween  the  profession  and  tin'  practice 
of  the  bill;  and  this  reduction  might  leave  little  or  nothing  for  division  among  the  distributees.  The 
gross  proceeds  of  the  land  sales  for  the  last  year  were  large,  they  exceeded  three  million  of  dollars;  liut 
they  were  equally  large  twelve  years  ago,  and  gave  liirtli  to  some  extravagant  calculations  then,  wliirh 
vanished  with  a  sudden  decline  of  the  land  revenue  to  less  than  one  milliijn.     The  prcjcecds  of  1S19  were 
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$3,214,422;  those  of  1823  weie  $916,523.  The  excessive  sales  twelve  years  ago  resulted  from  the  excessive 
issue  of  hank  paper,  while  those  of  1831  were  produced  hy  the  several  relief  laws  passed  by  Congress. 
A  detacliod  year  is  no  evidence  of  the  product  of  the  sales;  an  average  of  a  scries  of  years  presents  the 
only  approximation  to  correctness;  and  this  average  of  the  last  ten  years  would  be  about  one  million  and 
three-quartcr.s.  Sn  that,  after  all  expenses  are  deducted,  with  the  five  per  centum  now  payable  to  the  new 
States,  and  ten  per  centum  proposed  by  the  bill,  there  may  be  nothing  worth  dividing  among  the  States; 
certainly  nothing  wortli  the  alarm  and  agitation  which  tlie  assumi)tion  of  the  colonization  question  must 
excite  among  the  slavehohling  States;  nothing  wortli  the  danger  of  compelling  the  old  States,  which 
deny  the  power  of  federal  internal  improvement,  to  cho(.ise  between  alternatives  which  involve  a  sale  of 
their  principles  on  one  side,  or  a  loss  of  their  dividends  on  the  otlier;  certain!}'  nothing  worth  the  injury 
to  the  new  States  which  must  result  from  the  conversion  of  their  territory  into  the  private  property  of 
those  who  are  to  have  the  power  of  legislation  over  it,  and  a  direct  interest  in  using  that  power  to  degrade 
and  impoverish  them. 

In  one  particular  the  l)ill  possesses  a  feature  which,  detached  from  the  rest,  might  indemnify,  in  a 
slight  degree,  the  new  States  for  tlio  loss  they  have  incurred  in  giving  up  the  right  of  taxing  the  lederal 
lands  for  the  inadeipiatc;  consideration  of  5  per  cent,  upon  the  jiroceeds  of  the  sales.  Every  new  State  is 
long  since  satislied  that,  in  agreeing  to  this  article  in  the  compact,  it  has  sustained  an  immense  loss;  the 
increase  of  this  per  centum  is  then  a  debt  of  justice  to  the  new  States;  and  instead  of  10,  as  proposed 
in  the  bill  from  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  it  ought  to  be  15,  so  as  to  make  the  whole  per  centum  20. 

The  committee,  considering  that  the  public  lands  are  one  of  the  subjects  of  revenue,  and  that  the 
Senate,  by  its  vote  of  March  22,  referred  the  question  of  reducing  the  revenue  from  this  source  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures,  which  was  then  occupied  with  preparing  a  bill  for  the  modification  of  the 
tariff,  and  the  general  adjustment  of  the  revenue  system,  do  recommend,  first,  that  an  amendment  be 
offered  to  the  bill  reported  by  that  committee,  entitled  "A  bill  further  to  amend  the  several  acts  impos- 
ing duties  or  imposts,"  to  reduce  the  price  of  fresh  lands  to  a  minimum  of  one  dollar  per  acre,  and  to 
fifty  cents  per  acre  for  lands  which  shall  have  been  five  years  or  upwards  in  market;  and  secondly,  that 
the  bill  which  has  been  referred  to  their  considerati(jn  be  amended  so  as  to  strike  out  tiie  whole,  except 
so  much  as  proposes  to  allow  ten  per  centum  to  the  new  States,  and  to  increase  that  allowance  to  15 
per  cent. 


APPENDIX. 

No.  1. 
Extraii  from  the  report  nf  IlLr.  Rush,  Se<retari/ of  the   Treasury,  December,  1827. 

"  The  manner  in  whirli  the  remote  lands  of  the  United  States  are  selling  and  settling,  whilst  it  may 
possibly  tend  to  increase  more  quickly  the  aggregate  poijulation  of  the  country,  and  the  mere  means  of 
subsistence,  does  not  increase  capital  in  the  saoie  proportion.  It  is  a  proposition  too  plain  to  require  elu- 
cidation, that  the  creation  of  capital  is  retarded  rather  than  accelerated  by  the  diflusion  of  a  thin  popula- 
tion over  a  great  surface  of  soil.  Anything  that  may  serve  to  hold  back  this  tendency  to  difi'usion  iVom 
running  too  far  and  too  long  into  an  extreme  can  scarcely  prove  otherwise  than  salutarj-. 

"It  cannot  be  overlooked  that  the  prices  at  which  fertile  bodies  of  land  may  bo  bought  of  the 
government  under  this  system  operate  as  a  perpetual  allurement  to  their  purchase. 

"It  has  served,  and  still  serves,  to  draw  in  an  annual  stream  the  inhabitants  of  the  majority  of  the 
States,  including  among  them  a  portion,  not  small,  of  the  western  States  into  the  settlement  of  fresh 
lands  lying  still  further  and  fin-ther  off.  If  the  populatirm  of  these,  not  yd  redundant  in  fact,  though 
appearing  to  be  so  under  this  legislative  incitement  to  emigrate,  renuiined  fixed  in  more  instances,  as  it 
probabl}'  would  be  by  extending  the  motives  to  manufacturing  lalior,  it  is  believed  that  the  nation  would 
gain  in  two  ways:  first,  by  the  more  rapid  accumulation  of  capital;  and  next,  l)y  the  gradual  reduction  of 
the  excess  of  its  agricultural  population  over  that  engaged  in  other  vocations.  It  is  not  imagined  that  it 
would  ever  be  practicalile,  even  if  it  were  desirable,  to  turn  this  stream  of  emigration  aside;  but  resources 
opened  through  the  inlluence  of  the  laws,  in  new  fields  of  industry,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  States  already 
sufficiently  peopled  to  enter  upon  them,  might  operate  to  lessen  in  some  degree,  and  usefully  lessen,  its 
absorbing  force.  Agriculture  itself  would  be  essentially  benefited;  the  price  of  lands  in  all  the  existing 
States  would  soon  become  enlianced,  as  well  as  the  produce  from  them,  by  a  policy  that  would  in  anywise 
tend  to  render  portions  of  their  popiUation  more  stationary  by  sui)plying  new  and  adequate  motives  to 
their  becoming:  so." 


No.  2. 
Extract  from  tlie  memorkit  (f  the  tarijf  convention,  presented  to  Congress  March  26,  1832. 

"The  last  advantage  which  your  memorialists  propose  to  mention,  as  resulting  i'roni  the  establishment 
of  domestic  manufactures,  is  their  effect  in  restrainin.g  emigration  fruni  the  settle<l  to  the  unsettled  parts 
of  the  country.  It  is  true,  as  a  general  principle,  that  manufactures  add  to  the  wealth  and  population  of 
a  country  the  whole  amotuit  of  the  capital  and  labor  to  which  they  give  employment;  luit,  in  the  particular 
case  of  the  United  States,  where  large  tracts  of  good  unoccuiiied  land  are  continually  i'or  sale  at  low 
prices,  it  is  probable,  as  your  niemorialists  have  already  remarked,  that  some  of  the  persons  who,  under 
the  intinence  of  the  protecting  iiolicv,  invest  tlieir  capital  and  hLlmr  in  ni~nuiactnres,  would,  if  this  field 
of  employment  had  not  been  opened  to  them  at  home,  have  emigrated  to  some  of  the  unsettled  parts 
(if  the  country,  and  been  occupied  in  clearing  land.  But  when  an  individual  can  obtain  a  profitable  market 
ior  his  labor  at  his  own  door,  in  the  midst  of  his  friends  and  kindred,  and  of  objects  that  are  connected 
with  the  agreeable  associations  of  his  early  years,  he  will  hardly  be  tempted  to  go  in  search  of  it  to  a 
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distant,  uiiex|)lorril  wildorncss.  'I'lic  im-ivase  of  po)iuhitiiiii  whirli  thus  takrs  |ilacc  in  the  iiianiil'arl  uiin;4' 
States,  liy  (.•rcatiiiy;  an  iiKTcaseil  demand  tVn-  provisions  and  materials,  renders  it  in  turn  mnre  ad\  anta^euus 
for  the  agricultural  States  to  extend  their  industry  at  home  than  to  send  oil" continually  ne\\-  colonics.  In 
this  way  the  tide  ol' emigration,  without  being  wholly  dannned  up,  is  considerably  checked  throughout  all 
the  settled  parts  of  the  Uni.in,  and  the  population  of  all  begins  to  put  on  a  more  consolidated  shape. 

"An  inhabitant  of  one  of  our  Atlantic  States,  who,  before  the  aihjption  of  the  jn-otecting  policy,  was 
prevented,  by  the  fear  of  foreign  competition,  from  investing  his  capital  in  niannfactures,  may  have  em- 
ployed it  in  carrying  coffee  from  Hatavia  to  Antwerp,  or  in  clearing  wild  lands  on  the  banks  of  the  Mis- 
souri; and  in  so  doing  may  have  given  it  the  direction  which  was  at  that  time,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, the  most  judicious.  But  it  does  not  thence  I'ollow  that  it  was  the  best  wliii-h  he  could  possibly 
have  given  it  had  he  been  at  liberty  to  choose,  or  that  it  is  not  his  |iolicy  and  duly,  as  a  iih  inbci-  of  the 
community,  to  concur  in  so  regulating  the  circumstances  undei-  which  he  acts,  as  that  ln'  shall  bi;  able  to 
employ'  his  capital  at  the  jdace  of  his  residence,  rather  than  in   the  opp.isite  side  of  the  globe." 


Xo.    3. 
E.rt  rati. •<  f rum  t](i^  !aii:<  of  llio  Slali'  nf'  Jfaine  f'nr  l]ie  salf  and  sfillmin'ii/  nflur  piililii'  IciidIs. 

"  That  such  to-wiiships  fi'  land  belonging  to  the  State  as  may  be  suitable  lor  settlement  and  eulli\a- 
tion  sliall  be  surveyed  and  divided  into  lots  of  ItMl  acres  each,  as  nearly  as  may  be;  ami  tln'  land  so  sur- 
veyed and  allotted  shall  lie  sold  to  such  persons  only  as  may  wish  to  become  actual  settlers  in  any  town- 
ship, shall  have  each  a  lot  of  100  acres,  wherever  he  may  wish  to  make  a  selection  of  land  not  con- 
tracted for,  at  30  cents  per  acre,  one  half  to  be  paid  in  money  at  the  time  of  Coulractin.L;-,  anil  the  other 
half  to  be  paid  in  labor  in  making  I'oads  in  said  township  under  the  direction  ot'  the  agent." — (Act  of  1824, 
sec.  1.) 

"That  whenever,  in  any  township,  contracts  shall  have  been  made  for  40  settlers,  tlio  residue  of  such 
township  sliall  be  sold  at  60  cents  per  acre,  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  le.gislattire." — (.Same  act,  sec,  3.) 

"That  such  lands  as  may  lie  uidit  for  settlement  and  cultivation,  and  properly  falling  under  the  de- 
nomination of  timber  land,  shall  be  laid  out  in  lots  and  sold  for  its  just  value,  not  exceeding  500  acres  to 
any  one  person." — (Same  act,  sec.  4.) 

"  That  in  every  case  where  any  person  has  commenced  a  settlement  on  any  of  the  lands  belon.ging  to 
this  State,  prior  to  the  passagx*  of  this  act,  such  pierson  shall  be  entitled  to  a  prior  right  of  purchase." — 
(Same  act,  sec.  8.) 

"  That  the  same  agent  be,  and  ho  hereby  is,  authorized  to  sell,  in  lots  of  one  mile  snuare,  any  meadow, 
bog,  or  waste  land,  which  does  not  fall  under  the  denomination  of  settling,  or  timber  land,  either  at 
auction  or  private  sale,  as,  in  his  opinion,  shall  best  promote  the  interest  of  the  State." — (Act  of  1825,  sec.  2.) 

"  That  the  said  agent  is  hereby  authorized  to  sell  timber  on  the  public  lands,  where  the  same  is  decay- 
ing, and,  in  his  opinion,  it  is  for  the  public  interest  to  do  so." — (Same  act,  sec.  3.) 

"  That  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  sell  at  piublic  auction,  or  private  sale,  all  grass  growing  on  the  public 
land  from  year  to  j'ear;  to  take  suitable  measures  for  the  preservation  of  timber  and  grass  standing  and 
growing  thereon;  and  to  prosecute,  in  behalf  of  the  State,  for  all  trespasses  which  have  been  or  may  be 
committed  on  the  same,  and  seize  and  to  sell  at  pulilic  auction  all  kinds  of  lumber  and  grass  cat  by 
trespassers,"  kc. — (Act  of  1828,  sec.  1.) 


22d  CoyGRES.s.j  No.    1065.  [1st Session-. 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  QUANTITY  OF  PUBLIC  LAND  SOLD  AND  THE  RECEIPTS  TIIEKEFP.OM 

TO  THE  CLOSE  OF  THE  YEAR  1831. 

COMSIUXIC.WED  TO  THE  SEX.VTE  M.VY  21,    1832. 

Tke.isury  Dei>.\rtmext,  3lai/  19,  1832. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  subnut  a  report  prepared  bj'  the  Conunissioner  of  the  Cteneral  Land  Oftice, 
whicli,  with  the  accompanying  statements,  contains  the  information  reiiuested  by  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  dated  the  20th  ultimo. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfull_y,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


The  lion.  Presidext  of  Ihc  Senate. 


LOUIS  McLANE,  Secnianj  of  the  Treasuri/. 


General  L.vxn  Office,  May  17,  1832. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  a  resoluti(jn  of  the  Senate  of  the  L'nited  States,  passed  on  the  20th  ultimo,  in  the 
words  following  to  wit:  "  Eesolced,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  cause  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  to  lay  before  the  Senate  the  whole  amount  of  money  arising'  from  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  in  each  State  or  Territory  in  which  the  public  lands  lie;  exhibiting  separately  the  amount 
in  each  State  or  Territory,  from  the  commencement  of  the  sale  of  public  lands  by  the  United   States,  and 
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exhibitiii"-  the  iiiiautity  of  laud  sold  in  oacli  State  or  Territory,"  and  which  has  been  referred  to  this  office, 
1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  enclosed  general  statement  furnishing-  the  information  desired,  accom- 
panied by  the  several  minor  tables,  marked  A,  B,  C,  and  D. 

I  am   with  K'l'eat  resiiect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  ELIJAH  HAYWARD 

Hon.  Louis  McL.\nk,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Staicment  j'repared  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  April  20,  1832. 


.state  or  Territory 


Sales  in  New  York  in  1,781 

Sales  at  Pittsburg  iu  1190 

Sales  to  the  Ohio  Oiimiiany 

Sales  to  J.  C.  Symmes  and  associates. 
Sales  at  the  land  offices  in  tlie  State.  . 


Total  for  the  State  of  Ohio 

Indiana  .  .  . 
Illinois  .  .  .  . 
Missouri .  .  . 
Mississippi 
Alabama  .  . 
Luuisiana.  . 
Michigan  .  . 
Arkansas  .  . 
Florida.  .  .  . 


Acres. 


Aggregate . 


26,524,450.00 


Net  amount  of  salis 
and  moneys  paid  by 
purchasers  to  De- 
cember 31,  1831. 


72,  974.00 

$117,  108  24 

43,446.61 

100,  427  53 

892,  900.00 

642,  856  66 

272,540.00 

189,  693  00 

7,564,549.00 

*16,  163,  783  38 

8,  846,409.00 

17,213,  868  81 

5,  817,038.00 

7,  597,  791  21 

2,  178,  012.00 

2,  758,463  46 

1,955,572.00 

2,  917,319  45 

1,596,288.00 

2,545,810  03 

4,335,471.00 

8,  949,  995  96 

344,  753.00 

629,  638  49 

948,289.00 

1,239,424  12 

78,000.00 

97,  644  27 

424,618.00 

571,  868  39 

t44,  521,  824  19 


-"  Tliis  item  includes  all  the  moneys  received  for  land  sold  in  that  portion  of  the  district  of  Cincinnati  lying  in  the  State 
of  Indiana. 

t  This  sum  includes  the  following  items: 

Certificates  of  public  debt,  and  army  land  warrants,  per  statement  marked  A S984, 189  91 

Forfeited  land  stock  and  military  land  scrip,  per  statement  B 757,778  23 

Mississippi  stock,  per  statement  C - - 2,448,789  44 

United  States  stock,  per  statement  D 257,  660  73 

4,448,418  31 


ELIJAH  HAYWARD. 


Gf,ner.\i.  L.wd  Office,  Blay  17,  1832. 


Statement  exhibiting  special  sales  of  puhlic  lands  prior  to  the  organization  of  the  land  offices. 


Where  and  to  whom  sold. 

Sales  of  public  lands. 

Deposits  for- 
feited. 

Total  proceeds. 

Year. 

Quantity  of 
acres 

Purchase  money. 

Remarks. 

1787.. 

72.974 
202, 187 

272,540 
892,900 

43,446 

$87,325  59        S29. 782  65 

$117,108  24 
151,640  25 

189,693  00 
642,856  66 

100.427  53 

1792 

151,640  25 
189   693  00 

Paid  in  certificates  of  public 

1792 

John  Cleves  Symmes 

debt. 
Paid  in  army  land  warrants. 

1792.. 

642,856  66 
99,901  59 

Paid  in  certificates  of  public 

1796.. 

Pittsburg 

525  94 

debt  and  army  land  war- 
rants. 

1,484,047 

1,171,417  09  ,       30,308  59 

1,201,725  68 

Treasuhy  Dei'.vrt.men't,  Register's  Office,  May  19,  1832. 


T.  L.  SMITH,  Register. 
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QUANTITY    OF    PUBLIC    LAND    SOLD,    V.'l'C. 


48'J 


B. 

Statement  shoiviiig  the  amount  if  forfeited  land  dovk  and   militanj  land  nerip  received   in  pnijmenl  for  tlie 

public  land.i  in  each  of  the  Slates  and  Territories  to  the  31n<  of  December,  1831,  viz  : 

Ohio $327,  099   13 

Indiana 1 56,  1 94  SO 

Illinois 70,  312  00 

Missouri 19,  317  02 

Mississippi 48,  600  06 

Alabama 113,  801  56 

Louisiana 2,084   16 

Michigan 9,  1(59  50 

Florida 1 1,  200  00 


757,  778  23 


Gexerai.  Laxii  Office,  ]lfai/  17,  1832. 


ELIJAH  IIAYWARD. 


C. 

Statement  ej-hibiling  the  amount  of  Srississippi  dock  surrendered  in  the  land  offices  in  the  States  ef  Alabama 
and  3Tississippi,  issued  under  an  act  of  Congress  of  3Iarch  31,  1814,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  tite 
indemnification  of  certain  claimants  cf  public  lands  in  the  3Iississippi  Territory. 


Year 

ending — 

Huntsville. 

West  of  Pearl 
river. 

St.  Stephen's. 

Cababa. 

Tuscaloosa. 

Total. 

Dec.  31 

1816.... 
1817..  .. 
1818. ..  . 
1819.... 
1820. .. . 
1821.... 
1822      . . 

$525   00 

1,450  00 

1,  165,977  59 

29,  807   14 

4,  375  00 

75  00 

$65,  225  00 

89,  657  07 

102,  947  30 

102,  361   63 

450  00 

$57,331  83 

105,  687  23 

49,501  45 

75,  207  23 

9,  600  00 

600  00 

$123,081  83 
374  637  33 

$177,  843  03 

158,  647  99 

213,  189  04 

22,  749  91 

1,  152  08 

2,825  00 

1   477,  074  33 

420,  565  04 

37,  174  91 

$1,  625   00 
1,350  00 

3,  452  08 

7,  128  92 

11  303  92 

1823 

1824 

1,350  00 

1,  350  00 

1825 

150  00 

150  00 

1,202,  209  73 

367,  769  92 

297,  927  54 

577,  757  05 

3,  125  00 

2,  448,  789  44 

Tre.\sury  DEr.\RTMEN'T,  Begister's  Office,  May  16,  1832. 


T.  L.  SMITH,  Register. 


D. 

Statement  exhibiting  the  amount  of  stock  of  the  United  States  received  in  jjciyment  for  jniblic  lands  under  the 
authority  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1797,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public 
debt  in  jjayment  for  the  lands  of  the  United  States." 

Received  iu  Steubenville $135,  479  04 

Marietta 4,  289  54 

Zanesville 160  53 

Chilicotlie 81,  014  11 

Cincinnati 36,  716  91 

257,  660  73 

TvoTE.— The  act  of  March  3,  1797,  was  repealed  by  that  of  April  18,  1806. 

T.  L.  SMITH,  Register. 
Tre.\sury  Dep.\rtment,  Register's  Office,  May  17,  1832. 
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22d  Congress.] 


No.  1066. 


[1st  Session. 


ON    CLAIMS    TO    LAND    IN    ALABAMA. 

COMMl'NIC.WED  TO  THE  SENATE  M.\Y  20,   1832. 

Treasury  Department,  Maij  25,  1832. 

Sir:  I  liavc  tlic  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  report  numbered  2,  of  the  register  and  receiver  of  the 
land  otSce  for  the  district  of  St.  Stephen's,  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  March  2,  1829. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  j-our  obedient  servant, 

LOUIS  McLANE,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
The  Ilon.  President  of  the  Senate. 


Land  Office,  St.  Stejilien's,  Alabama,  liFay  3,  1832. 
Sir:  We  have  forwarded  with  this  report.  No.  2,  upon  chiinis  presented  to  us  under  the  third  section 
of  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  2,  1829. 

We  are,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

JOHN  B.  HAZARD,  Register. 
J.  11.  OWEN,  Receiver. 
Hon.  Elijah  Hayward,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 


No.  2. 

Abstract  of  claims  to  lands  situated  ivest  of  the  Perdido,  east  of  Pearl  river,  and  below  the  Zlsl  degree  of  north 
latitude,  presented  to  the  register  and  receiver  of  ihe  land  office  at  St.  Stephen^s,  Alabama,  acting  as  com- 
missioners under  the  authority  of  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  2,  1829,  entitled  "An 
act  confirming  the  repjort  of  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  for  the  district  of  St.  StejAen's,  in 
the  State  of  Alabama,  and  for  other  p)ur poses." 


By  whom  claimed. 

Original  claimants. 

Nature  of  claim. 

Tract  claimed. 

Quantity 
claimed. 

auantily 
allowed. 

Possession. 

From— 

To- 

1 

Legal  representatives  of 
John  Forbes  &  Co. 

Legal  representatives  of 
Wm.  E.  Kennedy. 

Heirs  of  Miguel  Eslava... 

Margaret  tie  Lusser. 
John  Ward 

Miguel  Eslava 

Spanish  sun*ey 

Grand  Tcrre,  east  side 
of  the  Tensaw  river. 

Bounded  on  tlie  south 
and  west  by  Bon  Se- 
cours  and  Mobile  bay. 

Bayou  Decraw,  west 
side  of  Mobile  bay. 

5,040 
6,400 

5,800 

Arpents. 
5,040 

6,400 
5,800 

April  15, 

1803. 
1800 

April    15, 
1813. 
....do.... 

2 

Spanish  concession 

Spanish  pennit,  dated  Mar. 
26, 1803,  for  800  arpents  ; 
and  Spanish  pennit,  dated 
Feb.  25, 1803,  for  5,000  ar- 

3 

1802 

Present 
time. 

pents  for  adjoining  tracts. 

EEMAEKS. 

Claims  No.  1  and  9  appear  to  have  been  regularly  transferred  from  the  original  i:rantees  to  the  present  claimants. 

The  original  grantees,  or  their  legal  representatives,  appear  to  have  been  residents  of  that  part  of  Louisiana  situated  east  of  Pearl  river,  west  of  the 
Perdido,  and  below  the  3Ist  degree  of  north  latitude,  on  the  loth  day  of  April,  1813,  and  on  that  day,  and  for  ten  consecutive  years  previous  to  tliat  day, 
to  have  been  in  possession  of  Uie  tracts  claimed.  The  present  claims  are  therefore  recommended  for  contirmation  :  but  if  either  of  the  foregoing  claim- 
ants had  a  claim  to  any  p.art  of  the  above-described  lands  heretofore  confirmed  to  him,  the  quantity  heretofore  confirmed  to  be  included  in  and  make  a 
part  of  the  quantity  now  recommended  for  confirmation.    All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  B.  HAZARD,  Rc^Utcr. 
i.  H.  OWE\,  Receiver. 
Laxd  Office,  St.  Slejihen's,  Mabama,  May  3,  1532. 
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22d  Congress.]  No.  10C7.  [1st  Session. 

0  X    C  L  A  I  M    T  0    L  A  N  D    I  N    L  0  U  I  .-^  I  A  N  .V  . 

COMMl'XICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    MAY  oO,    lSo2. 

Mr.  Kane,  from  the  Coinniittee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  wlnim  was  rfl'm-cil  the  potitimi  nf  Sarah  Mil- 
ligaii,  widow  of  Lawrence  Milligan,  deceased,  and  of  Mary  Liddle  and  Catharine  Hien,  danghters  (jf 
L.  Milligaii,  reported: 

That  a  tract  of  land  was  granted  by  the  Spanish  government,  in  1802,  to  Lawrence  Milligan,  having 
a  front  of  twenty  arpcnts,  by  the  depth  of  forty,  containing  800  arpents  snperficial  measure,  on  the  Bayou 
Bceuf,  in  the  western  district  of  Louisiana,  wiiicli  was  surveyed  and  located  under  that  government,  and 
the  title  acknowledged  by  the  United  States,  and  continued  liy  the  board  of  commissioners,  and  was, 
therefore,  a  complete  title  to  the  land  under  a  certiticate  marked  B,  No.  90T.  That  the  said  title  was 
duly  located  pursuant  to  the  certificate  in  1824,  as  will  appear  b_y  the  copy  of  the  said  survey.  That  the 
land  was  then  occupied  by  William  Hargrove,  who  held  by  purchase  from  the  United  States,  under  the 
act  of  April  12,  1814.  The  petitioner.s  then  instituted  a  suit  against  the  said  Hargrove,  in  1825,  for  the 
recovery  of  the  land;  the  said  Hargrove  set  up  a  title  under  tlie  United  States,  and  pleaded  a  prescrip- 
tion often  years.  The  court  held  the  pcrssession  under  the  title  of  the  United  States  good  under  the  laws 
of  Louisiana.  The  petitioners  pray  that,  as  they  had  a  title  under  the  former  government,  duly  acknowl- 
edged by  the  American  government;  that  as  thej-  have  lost  their  land  by  the  illegal  act  of  the  government 
in  disposing  of  the  property  of  individuals,  they  may  be  permitted  to  locate  the  same  quantity  on  any 
public  land  in  the  said  land  district. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  is  reasonable  and  ought  to  be  allowed, 
and  report  a  bill  accordingly. 


22d   Congress.]  No.    1068.  [1st  Session. 

UN    THE    CLAIM    OF    INDIANA    TO    CERTAIN    LANDS    IN    THAT    STATE. 

t*OMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    JUNE    7,     1832. 

Mr.  TiPTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  were  referred  a  joint  resolution  of  the  general 
assembly  of  the  Slate  of  Indiana  of  tlie  3d  tA'  February  last,  and  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  May 
3,  1832,  with  instructions  to  inquire  into  and  report  all  the  facts  and  proceedings  in  relaticm  to  a 
reservation  and  sale  of  the  northeast,  northwest,  and  southwest  quarters  of  section  2.5,  township  6, 
of  range  1  west  of  the  meridian,  drawn  from  the  mouth  of  the  (ireat  Miami  river,  reported: 

That  from  an  examination  of  the  resolution  presented  to  the  Senate  by  the  general  assembly  of  Indiana 
it  appears  that  that  State  claims  the  three  quarter  sections  of  land  above  referred  to  by  virtue  of  the  6th 
section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  April  19,  1816,  which  grants  to  that  State  all  salt  springs  within  its  limits, 
and  the  land  reserved  for  the  same,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  the  quantity  contained  in  thirty-six  entire 
sections,  and  alleges  that  ever  since  the  adoption  of  her  constitution  she  has  had  undisputed  possession  of 
these  lands;  has,  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  said  grant,  leased  and  exercised  other  acts  of  owner- 
ship over  them;  and  tliat,  particularly,  on  the  4th  day  of  January,  1830,  these  three  quarter  sections  of  land 
were  leased  by  the  Hon.  M.  C.  Eggleston,  president  judge  of  the  third  judicial  circuit,  on  behalf  of  the 
State,  to  one  David  Guard,  for  a  term  of  three  years,  who  took  possession,  and  placed  Mary  Muir,  John 
Davis,  and  Thomas  Braiian  thereon  as  tenants;  and  they  complain  that  these  tenants,  through  the  agency 
of  an  attorney,  have  been  permitted  to  purchase  these  lands  from  tlio  United  States,  as  occupants  thereof, 
under  the  pre-emption  law  of  May,  1830,  at  the  minimum  price  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-live  cents  per 
acre,  when,  in  fact,  they  were  the  rightful  property  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  and  are  wm-th  in  cash  eight 
thousand  dollars. 

It  is  further  stated  in  the  resolution  that  patents  have  been  issued  from  the  General  Land  OlBce  for 
this  property;  and  that  the  holders  under  the  patents  have  conveyed  the  same  to  third  persons,  who  are 
now  claiming  to  hold  the  same  in  virtue  of  such  sale  and  conveyance,  thereby  defrauding  the  State  of 
Indiana  of  her  vested  rights  therein. 

In  the  investigation  of  this  matter,  it  would  seem  to  be  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  present  to  the 
Senate — 1st.  All  the  facts  going  to  establish  the  claim  of  the  State  of  Indiana  to  the  land  in  question,  by 
showing  that  there  is  or  is  not  a  salt  spring  on  section  25,  to  bring  it  within  the  provisions  of  the  acts 
of  Congress  of  1796  and  of  1816,  under  wiiich  the  reservation  and  grant  is  claimed  by  that  State;  and 
2dly.  To  present  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  sale  by  the  officers  of  the  government  and  the  attorney  in 
fact  who  transacted  the  business  on  tlie  part  of  the  claimants  under  the  pre-einptii;>n  law. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that,  to  etfect  this  object,  it  will  be  most  plain  and  intelligible  to  refer  to 
the  general  laws,  to  incorporate  all  special  acts  in  relation  to  the  section  of  land  in  question,  and  all  the  cor- 
respondence between  tlie  late  and  present  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  and  the  land  officers 
at  Cincinnati,  and  with  the  committee  and  members  of  Congress. 

These  will  consist  of  a  reference  to  the  general  act  of  1796,  (page  421  of  the  Land  Laws,"  the  4th 
section  of  the  act  of  1800,  (page  457,)  the  12th  section  of  the  act  of  1804,  (page  501.)  the  4tli  section  of 
the  act  of  1806,  (page  538,)  the  act  of  April  24,  1820,  (page  770,)  tlie  act  of^May  29,   1830,  and  of  the 
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incorporation  of  thespecial  acts  of  February  24,  1815,  the  act  of  April  19,  1816,  under  which  the  State 
claims,  and  of  the  act  of  February  12,  1831,  directing  these  three  quarter  sections  of  land  to  be  sold 
as  other  public  lands  are  sold. 

The  correspondence  is  numbered  from  1  to  9,  including  the  pet'tion  of  David  Guard,  which  is  also 
submitted. 


No.  1. 

General  Land  Office,  May  12,  1832. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  in  compliance  with  your 
letter  of  the  7th  instant,  copies  of  all  the  correspondence  of  this  office  which  contain  all  "  the  facts  and 
proceedings  in  relation  to  the  reservation  and  sale  of  the  northeast,  northwest,  and  southwest  quarters  of 
section  2.5,  of  township  6,  of  range  1  west  meridian,"  as  known  to  this  office,  required  by  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate  of  the  3d  instant,  which  is  herewith  returned. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELIJAH  HAYWAKD. 
Hon.  William  R.  King,  Senaie  United  States. 


No.  2. 

[E.^tract.] 

Land  Office,  Cincinnati,  February  8,  1826. 

In  regard  to  the  saline  reservation,  (section  25,  township  6,  1  west,)  about  which  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Noble  has  made  inquirj',  I  have  to  state  that  Daniel  Ferine  entered  the  southeast  quarter  on  the  25th  of 
Alay,  1815,  under  an  act  of  the  24th  February  preceding,  (Land  Laws,  page  135,)  the  same  having  been 
duly  examined  at  the  instance  of  the  register  and  receiver,  and  found  to  contain  no  "salt  spring,  or 
springs  valuable  for  the  purpose  of  making  salt."  No  law  having  since  been  passed  in  relation  to  the 
remaining  three  quarters,  (unless,  indeed,  the  act  of  April  24,  1820,  may  be  so  construed,)  they  have  not 
hitherto  been  offered  at  jiublic  sale,  and  are  not,  therefore,  considered  now  open  for  entry. 

The  authority  nnder  which  this  tract  was  originally  reserved  will  be  found  in  the  3d  section  of  the 
act  of  May  18,  1796,  by  turning  to  page  113  of  the  last  edition  of  the  "Land  Laws  " 

PEYTON  S.  SYMMES,  Begister. 

The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 


No.  3. 

General  Land  Office,  March  18,  1826. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  8th  ultimo,  explanatory  of  the  entry  by  Daniel  Ferine  of  the  southeast  quarter 
of  section  25,  township  6,  range   1   west,  has  been  received.     The  provisicms  of  existing  laws  will   be 
sufficient  authority  for  the  ofl'ering  of  the  three  remaining'  quarters  of  that  section  at  the  next  public  sale 
of  relinquished  lands. 
I  am,  &€., 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 
P.  S.  Symmes,  Es(i.,  Beginter,  rf:c.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


No.  4. 

General  Land  Office,  March  18,  1826. 
Sir:  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  register  of  the  land  office  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  relation 
to  what  was  supposed  to  be  a  saline  reservation,  in  section  No  25,  township  6,  range  1  west  of  meridian 
line.  The  entry  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  that  section  appears  to  have  been  made  under  the  authority 
of  a  special  act  to  that  eflFect,  {vide  Land  Laws,  page  135.)  The  three  remaining  quarters,  not  having 
yet  been  exposed  to  public  sale,  will  be  ofl'ered  for  sale,  with  the  relinquished  lands  under  the  existing 
laws. 

I  am,  &c., 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 
Hon.  James  Noble,  Senaie  United  States. 


No.  5. 

General  Land  Office,  December  14,  1829. 
Sir:  The  Hon.  W.  Findlay  having  inquired,  in  your  behalf,  to  ascertain  the  time  when  section  25,  town- 
ship 6,  1  west,  in   the  Cincinnati  district,  would  be  offered  for  sale,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  it  will  be 
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included  in  tlic  nc.\t  proclamation  diroctin<;-  sales  at  the  land  office  at  Cincinnati,  and  I  Ikivc  to  roriucst 
that  you  will  in  the  meantime  [irevent,  as  far  as  in  your  power,  any  person  from  injuring-  that  tract  by 
takiny  from  it  either  stone  or  timber. 
Ver\'  Sic, 

G.  (JRAHAM. 
ilr.  D.Win  Gl'.uui,  Lawrtncvbunj,  Indiana. 


No.  fi. 

To  Ihe  Senate  and  Jluuse  of  liejiresenlaliee^  af  lite  Uniled  Slale.-t  eif  America  in  Congre.^s  as!<emhled: 

Your  petitioner,  David  Guard,  of  the  county  of  Dearliorii  and  State  of  Indiana,  showeth  unto  ymir 
honorable  bodies  that  section  25,  townshii)  0,  rang'c  1  west  of  the  principal  meridian  of  the  lands  directed 
to  be  siild  at  Cincinnati,  was  reserved  from  public  sale,  under  the  iiiipressi<ui  that  said  section  contained 
a  valuable  salt  spring;  that  many  years  a,i;-o,  when  salt  was  obtained  with  g-reat  dilliculty  in  the  western 
country-,  some  fruitless  attempts  were  made  to  procure  salt  therefrom,  but,  after  much  labor  and  jjains,  it 
was  found  totally  impracticable  to  do  so  at  any  reasonable  expense,  and  the  spring  was  accordingly 
abandoned  as  useless  and  worthless;  that  in  the  year  1815  a  law  was  passed  by  Congress  authorizing  the 
register  and  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  the  land  ofBce  at  Cincinnati  to  permit  one  Daniel  Ferine,  of 
Indiana,  to  enter  and  become  the  purchaser  at  private  sale,  on  the  usual  terms  of  sale,  of  the  southeast 
quarter  of  the  said  section,  if  the  said  register  and  receiver  should  be  satisfied  that  it  contained  no  salt 
spring  valuable  for  the  purpose  of  making  salt;  that,  after  duo  examination  by  the  said  register  and 
receiver,  they  became  satisfied  there  was  no  spring  upon  it  valuable  for  the  purpose  of  making  salt,  and 
permitted  the  said  Daniel  Ferine  to  enter  the  said  quarter,  and  purchase  the  same  on  the  usual  terms  of 
sale.  Your  petitioner  would  further  beg  leave  to  represent  that  the  said  remaining  three  (juarters  of  said 
section  is  extremely-  rough  and  broken,  so  much  so  that  it  is  not  susceptible  of  ordinary  tUlage,  and  can 
be  useful  for  pasture  only  and  the  small  portion  of  timber  upon  it,  and  even  the  latter  has  been  so  long  a 
subject  of  dcjiredatious  by  the  surrounding  inhabitants  as  to  become  almost  worthless,  and,  if  remaining 
much  longer  unoccupied,  it  will  be  valueless  to  the  government  and  useless  to  individuals.  This  land 
joins  the  lands  of  3'our  petitioner,  in  consequence  of  which  he  feels  desirous  to  attach  it  to  his  farm, 
believing-  it  will  be  more  advantageous  to  him  than  to  any  other  person,  and  perhaps  will  indenuiify  him 
for  the  purchase  money;  wherefore  he  prays  ynur  honorable  bodies  to  permit  him  to  enter  the  remaining 
three  quarters  of  the  said  section,  and  become  the  purchaser  of  the  same  at  private  sale,  in  the  same 
manner  and  for  the  usual  ]irice  of  public  lands.     And  he,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c. 


Respectfully,  yemrs. 


DAVID  GUARD. 


No, 


L.vNii  Uffick,  Cinrinnaii,  June  3,  1831. 


Sin:  Among  the  tr;icts  recently  claimed  by  pre-emption  rights  ai(_'  the  three  remaining  quarters  of 
the  section  near  Lawrenceburg,  commonly  known  and  designated  as  the  "lick  section,"  or  "saline  7rt<erve," 
(NE.,  N\V.,  and  SW.,  25,  6,  1  W.)  But  as  some  doubts  arose,  on  the  part  of  the  receiver  and  mj'self, 
whether  this  section  had  not  been  " reserved  from  sale^'  in  such  a  manner  as  to  shield  it  from  the  operation 
of  the  act  of  May  29,  1830,  and  more  especially  as  it  was  expressly  ordered  to  be  oflered  at  next  August 
sales  by  authority  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  after  the  date  of  the  pre-emption  lair,  with  the  advice  of 
Judge  McLean,  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  bo  most  decorous  to  avoid  looking  behind  the 
peremptory  congressional  order  to  sell  for  the  grounds  of  a  decision,  and  the  applications  filed  by  Mr.  Lane 
were,  accordingly,  received  as  conditional  only,  and  subject  to  the  revision  and  direction  of  your  depart- 
ment. 

As  Mr.  L.  was  anxious  that  the  papers  should  be  forwarded  in  time  to  meet   him   on    his   arrival   at 
Washington,  I  enclose  them  herewith,  and  will  forward  in  a  few  days,  with  our  returns,  such   additional 
facts  on  the  subject  as  the  records  of  the  office  and  further  inquiries  may  develop. 
I  am,  lie, 

FEYTUN  S.  SYMMES. 

Hon.  Eli.i.vh  II.ww.vrp,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 


No.  8. 

Gen'er.vl  L.wd  Office,  June  10,  1831. 

Sik:  Your  letter  of  the  3d  instant  has  been  received.  No  evidence  can  be  found  in  this  office  going 
to  show  that  section  25,  township  ti,  range  1  west,  or  any  part  thereof,  was  directed  to  be  reserved  from 
sale  by  reason  of  its  including  a  salt  spring,  or  from  any  other  cause. 

The  act  of  24th  February,  1815,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Ferine,''  autliorized  the  entry 
by  said  Ferine  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  that  section,  but  does  not  intimate  tliat  the  tract  was  reserved 
from  sale  by  authority. 

Your  letter  of  the  8th  February,  1826,  represents  that  the  three  remaining  quarters  of  that  section 
had  not  been  oflered  at  public  sale,  but  does  not  state  that  they  were  reserved  from  sale  by  authority.  If 
your  office  exhibits  no  authority  for  making  the  reservation,  those  tracts  cannot  be  regarded  as  subject  to 
the  restriction  imposed  by  tiie  4th  section  of  the  pre-emption  law  of  29th  May,  1830,  which  is,  that  the 
right  of  pre-emption  contemplated  by  that  act  "shall  not  extend  to  anj'  land  wliich  is  reserved  from  sale 
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hy  act  of  Congress,  or  by  order  of  the  President,  or  which  may  have  been  appropriated  for  any  purpose 
whatsoever." 

If,  therefore,  pre-emption  claims  are  established  to  those  three  quarter  sections  under  the  act  of  29th 
May,  1830,  they  are  valid  in  law,  and  the  subsequent  act,  directing  them  to  be  exposed  to  public  sale, 
cannot  take  efl'ect,  inasmuch  as  in  so  doing  it  would  interfere  with  rights  vested  by  a  previous  act.     The 
papers  are  returned  herewith. 
I  am,  &c., 

E.  HAYWARD. 
Peyton  S.  Symmes,  Esi[.,  Bcgisler,  dc,  Cineinnali,  Ohio. 

P.  S. — In  case  you  should  discover  any  evidence  in  your  office  which  justified  you  in  reserving  those 
lands  from  sale,  you  will  lie  pleased  to  suspend  pr(jccedings  and  report  thereon. 


No.  9 —A. 
Diagram  of  scclion  25,  ioumship  0,  range  1  ivcd  of  meridian  line. 
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s             o 

OU 
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Copy  of  Jiiid-notes. 

Exterior  lines. —  "Generally  of  the  best  quality."  "Timber:  sugar  tree,  walnut,  mulberry,  and 
hickory." 

Interior  lines. — "Moderate  ridges;  second-rate  land."     "Timber:  a.sh,  oak,  elm,  and  sugar  tree." 

By  a  special  act  of  Congress  of  February  24,  1815,  the  sale  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  this  same 
section  is  authorized,  as  will  appear  from  the  following: 

"Be  it  enacted,  <t-e.,  That  the  register  and  receiver  of  public  moneys  for  tlie  district  of  Cincinnati 
shall  permit  Daniel  Perine,  of  Indiana  Territory,  to  enter  and  become  the  purchaser,  at  private  sale,  of  the 
southeast  quarter  of  section  numbered  twenty-five,  of  township  numbered  six,  in  range  numbered  one 
west,  in  the  Cincinnati  district,  if  on  duo  inquiry  the  said  register  and  receiver  shall  be  satisfied  that  the 
said  quarter  section  does  not  contain  any  salt  spring  or  springs  valuable  for  the  purpose  of  making  salt. 
And  tlie  said  Daniel  Perine  shall  be  entitled  to  a  grant  of  the  aforesaid  quarter  section  on  completing  the 
|)aymcnts  therefor  on  the  terms  and  conditions  provided  for  the  sale  of  public  lands  sold  at  private  sale." 

That  part  of  the  act  of  April  19,  1816,  under  which  the  State  of  Indiana  claims,  is  the  second  propo- 
sition of  the  (Uh  section,  and  is  as  follows: 

"That  all  salt  springs  within  said  Territorj-,  and  the  land  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  same,  together 
with  such  other  lands  as  maj'  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  deemed  necessary  and  proper  for 
working  the  said  salt  springs,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  the  quantity  contained  in  thirty-six  entire 
sections,  shall  be  granted  to  the  said  State,  for  the  use  of  the  people  of  the  said  State,  tlie  same  to  be  used 
under  such  terms,  conditions,  and  regulations  as  the  legislature  of  the  said  State  shall  direct:  Provided, 
The  said  legislature  shall  never  sell  nor  lease  the  same  for  a  longer  period  than  ten  years  at  any  one 
time." 

On  the  ItJtli  day  of  December,  1831,  a  bill  was  introduced  on  leave  into  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  granting  to  David  Guard,  of  Indiana,  the  right  to  purchase  at  private  sale  the  southwest,  north- 
west, and  northeast  quarters  of  section  25,  township  6,  of  range  1  west.  This  bill  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  who  reported  it  as  amended,  and.  it  passed  in  the  following  words: 

"Be  it  enaeted,  &c.,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  offer  at  public 
sale,  as  soon  as  may  be,  the  southwest,  northwest,  and  northeast  quarters  of  section  numbered  twenty- 
five,  of  township  number  six,  in  range  number  one  west,  in  tlie  Cincinnati  district,  under  the  same  rules 
and  regulations  that  govern  the  sale  of  other  public  lands  of  the  United  States." 

By  the  act  of  1196  aforesaid  the  surveyor  was  required  to  note  in  his  field  book  all  mines,  salt  licks, 
salt  springs,  and  mill  seats.  The  same  act  reserves  from  sale  all  salt  springs  with  one  mile  square,  and 
such  otlier  sections  as  the  President  shall  designate.  From  this  act  to  the  act  of  1816,  under  which  the 
State  claims,  all  the  acts  of  Congress  reserve  from  sale,  by  express  words,  all  salt  springs  and  such 
sections  as  had  been  reserved  for  their  use  by  order  of  the  President. 

There  being  no  evidence  in  the  field-notes  or  in  any  book,  map,  or  plat  in  any  of  the  offices,  that 
section  25  ever  had  upon  it  a  salt  spring,  or  was  ever  reserved  as  such,  or  for  the  use  of  a  salt  spring,  or 
for  any  other  purpose,  the  committee  cannot  see  by  what  authority  the  State  claims  this  section  as  being 
embraced  in  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1796  or  of  1816. 

In  1815  Congress  passed  a  special  act  authorizing  Daniel  Perine,  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  to  enter, 
at  private  sali\  the  southeast  quarter  of  tiiis  section;  and  in  1831  an  act  passed  directing  the  President 
to  cause  the  three  remaining  quarters  to  be  sold  at  imblie  sale.  At  the  time  of  passing  the  last-mentioned 
act  tiie  dolegation  in  Cdiigrcss  from  tlie  State  of  Indiana,  part  iif  wlmm  were  members  of  the  convention 
that  formed  her  constitution,  alive  to  her  interest,  and  well  acquainted  with  her  rights,  would  surely  have 
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claimed  this  land  if  tlicy  had  cMiisidcrcd  it  a  reservation  lieli)nj;'ing  tn  that  State.  It  a|)|iears  [n  the  enm- 
'niittoe,  from  the  above  documents  and  i>roceedin,i;'s,  that  tlie  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Ollice  an<l 
the  register  at  Cincinnati  acted  with  jj,'reat  caution  in  the  sale  of  the  tlirec  quarter  sections  of  land  men- 
tioned in  the  resolution;  and  if  there  has  been  fraud  ]iracticed  by  the  attorney  in  fact  for  the  purchasers, 
or  bj'  any  other  person,  the  committee  have  not  been  able  to  detect  it.  Tliey  therefore^  oiler  tiie  foliowini;' 
resolution: 

Itct'olvcd,  That  the  committee  be  dischar,n'e(l   from   ihe   further  consideration  of  tlie   memorial  of  the 
Icii'islature  of  Indiana  and  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  tlie  od  of  May,  1832. 


22d  Congress.]  No.    1069.  [1st  Session. 

RELATIVE    TO    ^MAKING    niOVISIOX    FOR  ADJUSTING   CERTAIN    RIUVATE    LAND  CLAIMS 
DERIVED  FROM  THE  SPANISH  GOVERNMENT. 

COM.MUXIC.VTF.n    TO    THE    HOUSE    OK    RErRESEXT.VTIVES    .ll'XE    14,    1832. 

Dep.\utmext  of  St.\te,   ]\'asJii/iijl(in,  June  12,  1832. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  -whom,  ou  the  22d  instant,  was  referred  the  resolution  of  tlie  House  of 
Representatives  of  February  7,  1832,  on  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  linal  adjustment  of 
all  the  claims  to  land  derived  from  the  former  government  of  Spain  and  its  local  authorities  in  that  part 
of  West  Florida  between  the  Mississippi  and  Perdido  rivers,  from  the  date  of  the  Louisiana  treaty  of 
1803  to  tiie  proclamation  of  President  Madison,  in  1810,  either  by  a  confirmation  of  the  titles  or  a  refer- 
ence of  them  to  the  judiciary,  with  directions  to  report  to  the  House  of  Representatives  the  recent 
correspondence  between  the  Spanish  minister  and  the  Secretarj'  of  State,  with  the  opinii.)n  of  the  latter 
upon  the  justice  and  validity  of  these  claims,  has  the  honor  to  report: 

That  the  government  of  the  United  States  having  by  several  acts  asserted  tlieir  right  to  all  the  terri- 
tory between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Perdido,  under  the  treaty  of  1803,  it  would  be  improper  to  contradict 
that  asserted  right,  and  unnecessary  to  support  it.  Assuming,  therefore,  as  the  groundwork  of  this  report, 
that  the  construction  wdiich  the  United  States  have  put  on  the  treaty  of  cession  is  in  this  respect  the  true 
construction,  and  that  by  it  they  acquired  a  right  to  all  tlie  land  referred  to  in  the  resolution  of  the  House, 
it  is  equally  true  that  the  Spanish  government,  from  the  time  the  transfer  of  Louisiana  took  place,  put  a 
difierent  construction  upon  it,  maintained  that  it  did  not  include  any  part  of  the  Floridas,  refused  to 
deliver  the  possession  of  this  territory  wlien  the  rest  of  the  ceded  country  was  transferred  to  the  French, 
held  it  when  we  received  the  country  from  France,  and  kept  the  whole  until  the  year  1810,  when  a  jiart 
of  it  was  wrested  from  them  by  an  insurrection,  and  the  residue  until  1813,  when  it  was  forcibly  taken 
by  the  troops  of  the  United  States;  and  that  during  all  this  period  they  exercised  an  undisturbed  juris- 
diction over  this  territory,  and  disposed  by  sale  of  sundry  tracts  of  land,  as  well  U>  citizens  of  the  United 
States  as  to  Spanish  subjects.  For  these  sales  the  ]iroi>er  olficer  of  the  crown  received  a  consideration 
in  money,  caused  the  lands  to  be  siu'veyed,  and  g-ave  to  the  purchasers  titles  in  form. 

After  West  Florida  became  incorporated  into  the  Union,  either  as  part  of  the  State  <if  Louisiana  or 
of  the  then  Territory  of  Mississippi,  a  board  of  conimissitiners  was  constituted  to  receive  the  evidence  of 
title  from  the  claimants  to  the  lands  between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Perdido  and  to  report  the  same  to 
the  General  Land  Office,  declaring  that  those  who  neglected  to  record  their  titles  should  never  after 
receive  a  confirmation  thereof,  and  that  no  title  not  recorded  should  be  received  in  evidence. 

But  by  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  "An  act  for  erecting  Louisiana  into  two  Territories,  and  providing 
for  the  temporary  government  thereof,"  it  was  enacted  that  all  grants  for  lands  ceded  by  the  French 
republic  to  the  United  States  by  the  treaty  of  April  30,  1803,  the  title  to  which  was  in  the  government  of 
Spain  at  the  date  of  the  treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso,  and  every  proceeding  towards  obtaining  any  claim  to 
such  lands  made  subsequent  thereto,  should  be  null  and  void,  with  an  exception  in  favor  of  actual  settlers 
prior  to  December  20,  1803,  who  had  obtained  a  right  under  the  laws  and  usages  of  Spain;  but  these 
were  to  be  entitled  to  not  more  than  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land. 

This  law  precluded  the  commissioners  from  allowing  any  claim  under  the  Spanish  g-rants  made  in 
virtue  of  the  sales  above  mentioned,  as  they  were,  all  of  them,  after  the  date  of  the  treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso, 
which  was  made  in  the  year  1801. 

Many  of  the  purchasers  under  the  Spanish  government  filed  their  claims;  others,  deterred  by  the 
provisions  of  the  law  of  1804,  made  after  most  of  the  purchases  had  been  completed,  neglected  to  do  so, 
knowing  that  their  claims  would  be  rejected,  and  evinced  a  disposition  to  demand  from  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment the  reimbursement  of  the  purchase  money  they  had  paid. 

Things  remained  in  this  situation  until  negotiations  were  opened,  in  the  j-ear  1818,  for  the  cession  of 
the  Floridas  to  the  United  States.  Tlie  first  formal  and  written  proposition  came  from  Spain,  through 
their  minister,  in  a  note  enclosed  in  his  letter  of  the  14th  of  October  of  that  j'ear,  preceded,  no  doubt, 
by  verbal  communications.  The  part  of  the  note  immediately  bearing  on  this  subject  is  in  tiie  following- 
words:  "His  Catholic  Majesty,  to  give  an  eminent  proof  of  his  generosity,  and  of  the  desire  which 
animates  him  to  strengthen  the  ties  of  friendship  and  good  understanding  with  the  United  States,  and  to 
put  an  end  to  the  differences  which  now  exist  between  the  two  governments,  cedes  to  them  in  full  property 
and  sovereignty  the  provinces  of  East  and  ^Vest  Florida,  with  all  their  towns  and  forts,  such  as  they 
were  ceded  by  Britain  in  1783,  and  with  the  limits  which  designated  them  in  the  treaty  of  limits  and 
navigation  concluded  between  Spain  and  the  United  States  on  the  27th  of  October,  1795.  The  donation^! 
or  sales  of  land  made  by  the  government  of  his  Majesty,  or  by  legal  authority,  unlil  this  time  are,  nevertheless, 
to  be  recognized  as  valid.'' 

To  this  part  of  the  proposition  Mr.  Adams  answers,  in  his   letter  of  October  31,  1S18:  "  Neither  can 
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the  United  States  recuj^iiize  as  valii.l  ali,  tlie  grants  of  land  uxtii,  this  time,  and  at  the  same  time  renounce 
all  their  claims,  and  those  of  their  citizens,  &c.  *  *  ***** 

It  is  well  known  to  j-on,  sir,  that  notice  has  been  given  by  our  minister  in  Spain  to  your  government  that 
all  the  grants  of  land  lately  alleged  to  have  been  made  [alleged  to  have  been  lately  made]  by  your  gov- 
ernment u-ilhin  those  territories  must  be  cancelled,  unless  your  government  should  provide  some  other 
adequate  fund  from  which  the  claims  above  referred  to  may  be  satisiied.  From  the  answers  of  Don  J. 
Pizarro  to  this  notice,  we  have  reason  to  e.xpect  that  3'ou  will  be  sensible  of  this  necessity,  and  that  fome 
time  mud  he  agreed  vpon,  subsequent  to  wliich  no  grant  of  land,  withl\  the  territories  in  question,  shall  be 
considered  as  valid." 

In  the  reply  of  the  Spanish  minister  he  adverts  to  tlic  sale  of  the  lands  "  in  the  tico  Floridas,  ceded 
liy  his  Catholic  JIaJesti/,''  as  the  means  by  which  the  United  States  would  be  enabled  to  pay  the  sums  due 
to  their  citizens. 

When  the  treaty  was  nearly  concluded,  the  Chevalier  de  On;s  was  prevented  by  indisposition  from 
meeting  Mr.  Adams;  and  Mr.  Hyde  de  Ncuville,  then  minister  of  France,  seems  to  have  been  admitted, 
informall}',  as  a  mediator  between  the  negotiators.  In  one  of  his  notes  on  the  subject  of  the  confirmation 
he  uses  the  following  observation,  which  seems  to  be  addressed  to  the  Chevalier  de  Onis,  in  order  to 
explain  to  him  the  views  of  Mr.  Adams:  "The  Secretary  of  State  observed  to  me,  that  certainly  it  could 
never  be  the  intent  of  the  federal  government  to  disturb  the  individuals  in  the  enjoyment  of  property 
acquired  legally'  or  bona  fide;  but  that  a  treaty  ought  not  to  be  made  to  cover  frauds,  and  that 
nothing  more  could  be  demanded  of  the  United  States  than  the  King  could  ofler;  that  they  put  themselves 
precisely  in  his  place,  and  that  they  would  fulfil  all  his  engagements,  but  most  certainly  it  could  never  be 
understood  that  they  should  do  more.  The  Secretary  of  State  proposes  even,  if  Mr.  Onis  desire  it,  that 
the  article  shall  be  inserted  in  the  treaty  such  as  Mr.  Onis  has  proposed,  011  condition  that  the  explana- 
tion above  stated"  [that  all  grants  not  annulled  by  thi.s  convention  are  valid  to  the  extent  that  they  are 
binding  on  his  Catholic  Jfajcsty]  "  shall  be  given  in  a  note."  The  article  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Onis,  to 
which  Mr.  Adams  is  said  by  Mr.  Neuville  to  have  consented  with  the  above  modification,  is  in  these  terms: 
"All  the  grants  of  land  made  by  his  Catholic  Majesty,  or  by  his  authorities,  in  the  aforesaid  territories  cf  the 
two  Floridas,  and  others  which  his  Majesty  cedes  to  the  United  States,  shall  1)0  confirmed  and  acknowledged 
as  valid,  excei)ting'  these  grants  which  may  have  been  made  after  the  24th  daj'  of  January  last  year,  the 
date  of  the  first  proposals  which  were  made  for  the  cession  of  those  provinces,  which  shall  be  held  null, 
in  consideration  of  the  grantees  not  having  complied  with  the  conditions  of  the  cession." 

In  all  this  negotiation  not  an  objection  seems  to  have  been  raised  to  the  confirmation  of  all  the 
Spanish  bona  fide  grants,  excepting  only  certain  extravagant  ccjncessions,  covering  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  ceded  country,  made  subsequent  to  the  first  ofler  of  the  cession  of  the  country.  The  idea  of  disturb- 
ing any  such  titles  is  expressly  disavowed  by  Mr.  Adams,  and  the  treaty  was  finally  concluded  on  the  22d 
February,  1819,  in  the  same  spirit  that  prevailed  during  the  negotiation,  the  8th  article  stipulating  in 
these  terms: 

"All  the  grants  of  land  made  before  the  24th  of  January,  1818,  by  his  Catholic  Majesty,  or  by  his 
lawful  authorities,  in  the  said  territories  ceded  by  his  Majesty  to  the  United  States,  shall  be  ratified  and 
confirmed  to  the  persons  in  possession  of  the  lands  to  the  same  extent  that  the  same  grants  would  be 
valid  if  the  territiu'ies  had  remained  under  the  dominion  of  his  Catholic  Majesty.  But  the  owners  in 
possession  of  such  lands  who,  by  reason  of  the  recent  circumstances  of  the  Spanish  nation  and  the  revo- 
lutions in  Europe,  have  been  prevented  from  fulfilling  all  the  conditions  of  their  grants,  shall  complete 
them  within  the  terms  limited  in  the  same,  respectively,  from  the  date  of  this  treaty;  in  default  of  which, 
the  said  grants  shall  be  null  and  void.  All  grants  made  since  the  said  24th  of  January,  1818,  when  the 
first  proposal,  on  the  part  of  his  Cathfilic  Majesty,  for  the  cession  of  the  Floridas,  was  made,  are  hereby 
declared,  and  agreed  to  be,  null  and  void." 

Subsequent,  however,  to  the  signature  of  the  tieaty,  doubts  arose  whether  the  large  grants  intended 
to  be  cancelled  had  really  been  executed  before  or  after  the  jdate  fixed  by  the  treaty  (January  24,  1818.) 
This  led  to  a  warm  correspondence  between  the  agents  of  the  two  governments,  during  the  whole  of 
which  not  a  doubt  respecting  the  operation  of  the  treaty,  as  confirming  all  the  grants  prior  to  1818,  is 
raised.  And,  finally,  the  treaty  is  ratified  with  an  explanatory  article,  by  which  the  date  in  the  8th  article 
is  stated  to  be  one  fixed  "for  the  confirmation  if  the  grants  of  lands  made  by  the  King  in  the  Floridas," 
excepting  specially  the  large  grants. 

From  these  statements  th(!  House  of  Kepresentatives  will  be  the  better  able  to  decide  on  the  true 
,  intent  of  tlie  8th  article,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  concessions  or  grants  of  land  mentioned  and  described 
in  their  resolution.  These  were  all  long  anterior  to  the  date  fixed  by  the  article,  (January  24,  1818,) 
they  were  completed  in  their  form,  made  by  the  proper  officer,  and  for  a  valuable  consideration.  The 
lands  lie  in  that  territory  which,  when  in  the  possession  of  Spain,  was  by  them  called  West  Florida,  and 
are  situated  to  the  east  of  the  river  Mississippi.  They  came,  therefore,  in  every  point,  within  the  stipu- 
lations of  the  8th  article,  that  they  "  shall  be  ratified  and  confirmed  to  the  same  extent  that  the  said 
grants  would  be  valid  if  the  territories  had  remained  under  the  dominion  of  his  Catholic  Majesty." 

Two  objections  seem  to  have  been  raised  against  this  construction  by  the  Supremo  Court,  in  a  cause 
in  which  the  validity  of  one  of  these  conc'essions  was  brought  in  question.  In  that  case  the  principal 
ground  of  decision  against  the  confirmation  was  drawn  from  the  language  of  the  article,  which  declares 
tliat  the  concessions  shall  he  ratified  and  confirmed;  which  the  court  say  is  an  act  not  done  by  the  treaty 
itself,  but  made  obligattn'y  upon  another  branch  of  the  g'overnment  to  do,  which  branch  is  the  legislature, 
not  the  judiciary;  that  the  legislature  had  not  yet  performed  this  obligation,  created  by  the  treaty;  and 
that  until  it  should  be  done,  the  court  could  not  declare  the  treaty  to  be  valid,  inasmuch  as  the  sales 
were  made  subsequent  to  the  date  of  tlie  treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso,  and  therefore  void,  unless  they  were 
confirmeil  by  tlie  treaty  of  1819.  But  they  add,  if  the  language  of  tlie  article  had  been  ditierent,  if  the 
treaty  had  declared  by  words,  in  presenle,  that  the  grants  are  confirmed,  then  the  treaty  would  have  been 
a  law  obligatory  on  the  court,  and,  by  its  paramount  force,  would  have  operated  a  repeal  of  the  14th 
section  of  the  act  "f  1804,  above  quoted  and  referred  to,  and  have  induced  a  difl'erent  decision. 

If  this  part  of  the  decision  shall  be  found  to  be  based  on  just  principles,  then  there  is  a  clear  obliga- 
tion upon  the  legislature  to  pass  a  law  confirming  those  grants  and  repeal  the  law  of  1804,  which  pre- 
vented their  confirmation  by  the  commissioners  before  the  treaty. 

In  a  late  case  decided  in  the  Supreme  Court  reference  is  made  to  the  language  used  in  the  Spanish 
version  of  the  8tli  article,  to  which  their  attention  was  not  drawn  in  the  case  of  Foster  and  Elam  vs. 
Nelson.     They  there,  with  great  strength  of  reasoning,  demonstrate  that  the  language  of  the  8th  article 
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in  tilt'  SlKiiiisli  ori.u:iiKil  is  that  wliicli  is  used  liy  tlic  iiarly  who  i;T;uits,  and  ciinluiiis,  in  liis  own  wnnls. 
the  condition  on  whioli  ho  codes;  that  thoi-ot'oie  this  hin.n-iiaji:o  must  ^-ovoi'n;  and,  as  words  ox|irossing  a 
present  conlirniation  i>l'  the  g'rants  are  used,  md  a  fnlnro  ol)li,n-alinn  on  the  uther  party  to  conlirm  tlieni, 
that  the  concessions  made  before  the  21th  .Tarmarv.  181S,  in  the  hini;-uai;-i'  nf  the  artieh',  "qnedan,"  rnnained 
confirmed  and  ratijU'd,  and  tiiat  thcrid'ore  no  act  id'  le-i^ishition  was  n ssary,  Imt  that  the  prior  con- 
cessions were,  tp!<o  fax-to,  eonhrmcd.  'J'his  part  of  tiio  ilrcisinn  is  iniporlaiil.  and  it  is  tlicnd'ore  ^iveii  in 
the  words  of  the  court: 

"It  became,  tlien,  all  iin[)ortant  to  ascertain  what  was  ji;ranted  by  what  was  excepted.  The  Kiu."'  (jf 
Spain  was  the  grantor;  the  treaty  was  his  deed;  'tlie  exception  was  made  by  him;  and  its  nature  and  effect 
depended  on  his  intention,  expressed  by  his  words  in  reference  to  the  tinny;  jj^ranted  and  the  tliinf;'  refused, 
and  excepted  in  and  by  the  g'rant.  The  Sjianish  version  was  in  his  words,  and  expressed  his  intention;  and 
thoug-h  tiie  American  version  showed  the  intention  of  this  government  to  be  dilferent,  we  cannot  adopt  it  as 
the  rule  by  which  to  decide  what  was  granted,  what  exce[ited,  and  what  reserved:  the  rules  of  law  arc  too 
clear  to  be  mistaken,  and  too  imperative  to  be  disregarded  by  this  court.  AVe  must  be  governed  by  the  clearly 
expressed  and  manifest  intention  of  the  f/rantor,  and  not  the  grantee  in  jirirate,  a  fortiori,  in  public  grant.t. 
That  we  might  not  lie  mistaken  in  the  intt'ution  or  in  the  true  meaning  of  Spanish  words,  two  dictionaries 
were  consulted,  one  of  them  printed  in  Madrid;  and  two  translations  were  made  of  tlie  8tli  article,  each 
by  competent  judges  of  Spanish,  and  both  agreeing  with  each  other,  and  the  translation  of  each  agreeing 
w'ith  the  definition  of  the  dictionaries.  '  Quedaran,'  in  Spanish,  correctly  translated,  means  '  shall 
remain;'  the  verb  ' quedar,' m  French,  'refler;'  Latin,  '  manere,^  'remanere;'  and  English,  '  j-eHiai/i,' in  the 
present  tense.  In  the  English  original,  the  words  are  'shall  be,'  words  in  the  future.  The  difference  is 
all  importa-nt  as  to  all  Spanish  grunts.  If  the  words  of  the  treaty  were  that  all  the  grants  of  land  'shall 
remain  confirmed,'  then  the  United  States,  by  accepting  the  cession,  could  assert  no  claim  to  these  lands 
thus  expressly  excei>ted.  The  proprietors  could  bring  suits  to  recover  them  without  any  action  of  Con- 
gress, and  any  question  arising  would  be  purely  a  judicial  one.  '  Shall  be  ratified,'  makes  it  necessary 
that  there  should  be  a  law  ratifying  them,  or  authorizing  a  suit  to  be  brought,  otherwise  the  question 
would  be  a  political  one,  not  cogin'zable  by  this  court,  as  was  decided  in  Foster  and  Elam  r.s-.  Nelson. 

"  But,  aside  fn.im  this  consideratiim,  we  find  the  words  used  in  the  Si)anish  sense  as  to  the  grants 
made  after  January  24,  1818,  which  are,  by  tlio  same  article,  in  English,  'herehy  deelared,  and  agreed  to  be, 
null  and  mid.'  The  ratification  is  in  Spanish  and  English.  The  Spanish  words  in  the  Spanish  version 
are,  'quedado'  and  'quedan'  in  reference  to  the  annulled  grants;  the  English  are,  '  hare,  remained,'  'do 
remain.'  The  principles  of  justice,  and  the  rules  of  both  law  and  equity,  are  too  obvious  not  to  require 
that,  in  deciding  on  the  effect  and  legal  operation  of  this  article  of  the  treaty  l)y  the  declared  and  manifested 
intention  of  the  King,  the  meaning  of  Spanish  words  should  be  the  same  in  confirming  as  in  annulling 
grants.  A  regard  to  the  honor  and  justice  of  a  great  republic  alike  forbids  the  imputation  of  a  desire 
that  its  legislation  should  be  so  construed,  and  its  law  so  administered,  that  the  same  word  should  refer 
to  the  future  as  to  confirming,  and  to  the  present  in  annulling  grants  in  the  same  article  of  the  same 
treaty. 

"For  these  reasons,  and  in  this  connexion,  we  consider  that  the  grants  were  confirmed  and  annulled, 
respectively,  simultaneously  with  the  ratification  and  confiriuation  of  tlie  treaty;  and  that  when  the 
territory  was  ceded  the  United  States  had  no  right  in  any  of  the  lands  embraced  in  the  confirmed  grants." 

Had  the  decision  stopped  here,  the  undersigned  would  have  been  of  opinion  that  the  case  was  open 
for  relief  to  the  persons  claiming  under  the  grants  described  in  the  resolution  which  has  been  referred  to 
him.  But  after  this  explicit  declaration  that  the  Spanish  version  is  to  govern;  that  under  it  the  early 
grants  are,  ipso  facto,  by  the  treaty  confirmed;  and  that  no  further  legislation  is  required,  the  court,  "to 
avoid  (as  it  says)  all  possible  misapprehension,"  declare  that  they  give  validity  to  the  grant  which  they 
were  then  considering  by  virtue  of  laws  which  empowered  tliem  'to  decide  according  to  the  dipulatlon  of 
any  treaty,"  but  that  slionld  they  be  called  on  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  a  title  acquired  by  any  Spanish 
grant  not  embraced  by  these  laws  they  would  feel  bound  to  follow  the  course  pursued  in  Foster  and 
Elam  vs.  Nelson,  in  relation  the  stipulation  in  the  8th  article  of  the  Florida,  treaty,  ''that  the  legislature 
must  execute  the  contract  before  it  can  become  a  rule  for  this  court.'' 

This  conclusi(jn,  so  contrary  to  that  which  the  undersigned  would  have  drawn  from  the  premises,  lias 
continued  the  difficulty  which  he  had  hitherto  found  to  answer  what  he  considers  the  just  complaint  of 
the  Spanish  govcrnniont  in  the  letters  which,  by  the  resolution  of  the  House,  ho  has  been  directed  to 
report.  Convinced  in  his  own  mind  that  the  claims  which  were  urged  by  the  minister  of  Spain  were  well 
founded,  he  was  in  hopes,  first,  that  the  legislature,  by  passing  a  law  to  do  that  which  the  court  had 
declared,  in  the  case  of  Foster  and  Elam  vs.  Nelson,  to  be  an  obligation  created  by  the  treaty  upon  the 
legislative,  not  the  judiciary,  branch  of  the  government,  would  have  enabled  him  to  answer  the  Spanish 
minister  that  justice  had  been  done  to  the  claimants;  and  when,  by  the  failure  of  their  petition  pre- 
sented to  Congress  for  that  purpose,  he  lost  that  hope,  he  encouraged  the  one  that  has  now  equally 
proved  vain,  that  the  discovery  which  he  made  and  pointed  out  of  a  diflerence  between  the  Spanish  and 
English  version  of  the  treaty,  would  have  induced  the  court  to  decide  that  their  opinion  in  the  case  of 
Foster  and  Elam  I's.  Nelson  was  erroneous,  as  being  based  only  on  the  English  version.  They  did,  as  has 
been  shown,  most  explicitly  decide  that  that  version  should  govern;  that  it  imports  a  present  confirmation, 
not  a  promise  to  confirm  in  future.  But  yet,  as  they  give  formal  notice  that  they  will  persevere  in  a 
decision  given  expressly  on  the  assumption  that  the  English  version  is  to  govern,  the  undersigned  is  bound 
to  believe  that  they  have  been  governed  by  some  good  reasons  which  have  not  occurred  to  him  from  the 
view,  probably  an  erroneous  one,  he  has  taken  of  the  case.  However  this  may  be,  the  declaration  is 
explicit,  and  imposes  on  the  undersigned  the  necessity  of  a  strong  appeal  to  the  legislature  to  relieve 
him,  should  they  deem  liis  reasoning  correct,  from  the  embarrassments  he  is  under  in  making  a  proper 
reply  to  the  clai'm  of  the  minister  of  Spain  in  behalf  of  his  government.  While  the  suits  of  the  grantees 
were  pending  his  answer  was  easy:  "  The  judiciary  will  decide,  and  their  decision  will  be  satisfactory, 
because  it  will  be  just.  If  they  decide  against  the  claim  you  must  submit,  because  they  are  the  proper 
judges  of  the  legal  right.  If  they  allow  the  claim,  it  is  all  you  ask."  But  they  have  decided,  not  against 
the  claim,  nor  yet  have  they  allowed  it;  but,  while  they  acknowledge  that  the  treaty  intended  to  protect 
the  right  of  the  claimants,  they  say  it  created  an  obligation  on  the  legislature  to  do  a  preliminarj'  act, 
which  act  they  have  not  done.  Following  this  out,  it  will  at  once  be  seen  that  the  hard  task  would  be 
imposed  on  the  Secretary  of  State  of  saying  to  a  foreign  minister,  my  government  has,  by  treaty,  engaged 
•to  do  an  act  of  justice  to  the  grantees  of  your  sovereign,  wdiich  they  liave  hitherto  refused  to  perforin, 
although  a  co-(irdinate  branch  has  acknowlcilged  the  oldigation  by  a  solenin  decision.     It  can  scarcely  be 
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alleged,  as  a  sufficient  answer  to  tliis,  that  the  legislature  substantially  fulfilled  this  obligation  by  the 
appointment  of  a  board  of  comniis.sion(!r.s  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  the  Spanish  grants,  and  to  report 
for  confiniiation  such  as  they  deemed  valid:  first,  because  the  commissioners  could  confirm  no  grant 
exceeding  040  acres;  but,  conclusively,  because  thej-  were  expressly  bound  by  law  not  to  confirm  any  of 
them,  the  law  of  1804  expressly  inhibiting  the  confirmation  of  anj'  grant  made  subsequent  to  the  treaty 
of  St.  Ildefonso.  But  these  grants  were  all  made  two  and  three  years  subsequent  to  that  treaty,  and 
were  rejected  on  that  ground,  as  appears  by  the  certificates  of  the  conmiissioners  of  the  land  offices, 
hereunto  annexed. 

It  has  also  sometimes,  and  by  some  of  the  judges,  in  their  opinions,  been  argued  that  the  lands  west 
of  the  Perdido  having  been  decided  by  the  government  of  the  t'nited  States  to  be  included  in  the  pur- 
chase of  Louisiaiia,  the  stijiulations  of  the  treaty  of  1819  could  not  apply  to  them,  and  that  the  grants 
agreed  to  be  confirmed  by  the  8th  article  of  that  treaty  were  such  only  as  were  made  in  East  Florida  and 
that  i)art  of  West  Florida  which  lies  east  of  the  Perdido,  and  they  reason  thus:  "  The  8th  article  confirms 
the  grants  of  land  in  the  '  territories  ceded  by  his  Majesty  to  the  United  States.'  What  lands  were  ceded  ? 
For  this  we  must  look  to  the  '2d  article,  where  we  find  that  7hs  Majesty  cedes  to  (he  Uniled  Slates,  in 
full  property  and  sovereignty,  all  the  territories  ichich  belong  to  him  situated  to  the  eastward  cf  the  Mississippi, 
known  by  the  name  of  East  and  West  Florida.  Now,  the  territories  to  the  west  of  the  Perdido  did  not 
belong  to  him;  they  had  been  incorporated  into  the  Union  under  the  Louisiana  treaty.  Therefore  the 
grants  made  in  that  region  cannot  come  within  the  purview  of  the  8th  article,  which  contemplates  only 
the  territories  belonging  to  the  King  of  Spain." 

The  error  of  this  reasoning  consists  in  discarding  that  rule  of  construing  an  agreement  which  directs 
that  the  intent  of  the  parties  is  to  govern,  and  that  this  intent  is  to  be  sought  as  well  in  the  avowed 
object  of  the  agreement  as  in  the  language  used  to  carry  it  into  effect,  and  that  for  this  purpose  such 
construction  of  doubtful  words  should  be  adopted  as  will  reconcile  them  where  they  apparently  difl'er 
from  each  other. 

Tlie  object  of  this  treaty  was,  as  is  expressed  in  the  preamble,  "  to  consolidate  on  a  permanent  basis 
the  friendship  and  good  correspondence  which  happily  prevails  between  the  two  parties,  and  to  settle 
and  terminate  all  their  differences  and  pretensions  by  a  treaty,"  &c. 

Now,  what  were  those  differences  ?  Spain,  when  she  executed  the  treaty  for  ceding  Louisiana, 
insisted  that,  except  the  island  of  New  Orleans,  no  part  of  it  lay  to  the  east  of  the  Mississippi  ;  that  all 
the  rest  of  her  dominions  in  that  quarter  were  included  in  the  provinces  of  East  and  West  Florida.  She 
kept  possession  of  tliem  feu-  some  years  after  the  country  was  ceded  to  the  United  States,  when  they  were 
wrested  from  her  by  force.  During  the  early  part  of  that  period,  she  made  the  sales  and  concessions  now 
in  question,  and  ever  since  protested  against  the  occupation  by  the  United  States.  One  of  the  differences 
to  be  settled  was,  then,  this  ver_y  one  of  the  right  to  that  part  of  West  Florida  which  lies  west  of  the 
Perdido.  How  was  this  to  be  eflccted  ?  Precisely  in  the  way  that  was  devised  by  our  able  negotiator, 
Mr.  Adams,  hy  using  sucli  language  as  would  end  the  dispute  without  the  mortifying  acknowledgment  liy 
either  partly  that  it  had  been  wrong.  We  claimed  that  Louisiana  extended  eastward  to  the  Perdido  ;  the 
Spaniards  that,  with  the  exception  of  New  Orleans,  it  was  bounded  by  the  Mississippi.  To  the  country 
east  of  the  Perdido  we  had  no  claim  ;  but  Spain,  for  a  proper  consideration,  agrees  to  cede  it  to  us.  Now, 
if  the  second  and  eighth  articles  relate  solely  to  the  territories  purchased  by  tliat  treaty,  what  would  have 
been  the  description  ?  Certainly  different  from  that  actually  used.  The  Perdido,  and  not  the  Mississippi, 
would  have  been  assumed  as  the  western  boundary.  But,  although  this  would  have  designated  the  terri- 
tory which,  according  to  the  argument,  was  all  that  is  intended  by  the  two  articles,  it  would  have  left 
undetermined  one  (jf  the  principal  causes  of  dispute.  How  was  this  to  be  avoided  ?  By  taking  the  Mis- 
sissippi as  the  western  boundary,  and  thus  including  in  the  cession  all  the  disputed  territory.  It  cannot 
be  doubted  that  this  was  one  of  the  great  objects  of  the  treaty  ;  but,  whatever  may  bo  our  opinions  on 
this  point,  it  will  be  conceded  that,  to  give  effect  to  this  intent,  the  written  langnage  of  the  treaty  must 
be  such  as  will  justify  it. 

Let  us  examine  it  with  that  view  : 

"His  Catholic  Majesty  cedes  to  the  United  States  all  the  territories  which  belong  to  him,  situated  to 
the  eastward  of  the  Mississippi,  known  by  the  name  of  East  and  West  Florida."  Here  are  two  designa- 
tions of  the  territory  ceded  :  all  the  territoyies  east  of  the  3Iississippi  tchich  belong  to  him,  and  those  territories 
are  further  described  as  those  known  by  the  name  of  East  and  West  Florida.  Now,  it  never  was  doulited 
that  the  designation  of  West  Florida,  while  that  country  was  possessed  by  Great  Britain,  and  after  it  was 
ceded  to  Sjiain,  was  applied  to  the  territory  bounded  by  the  Mississippi.  The  whole  of  the  description, 
then,  will  apply  to  the  lands  in  question  as  it  was  understood  by  one  of  the  parties;  and  as  this  descrip- 
tion was  given  in  the  very  act  by  which  the  whole  of  the  Spanish  claim  was  relinquished  to  the  United 
States,  it  was  a  matter  of  little  moment  to  this  latter  power  what  words  were  used  by  Spain  to  avoid  a 
confession  which,  in  a  compromise,  they  never  could  be  called  on  to  make;  that  their  previous  iiretensions 
were  unjust,  provided  the  same  precautionary  langnage  were  observed  with  respect  to  tlie  United  States. 
The  treaty  was  a  compromise.  Spain  undoubtedl_y  had  a  claim,  founded  on  at  least  a  color  of  right,  to 
the  territor}'  between  the  Perdido  and  the  Mississippi,  a  claim  thej-  had  always  asserted.  In  delivering 
possession  of  Louisiana,  to  which  we  contended  this  was  an  appendage,  they  refused  to  deliver  this 
territory.  Our  commissioners  did  not  demand  it,  nor  did  those  of  France  when  the  province  was  trans- 
ferred. The  Crown  of  Spain  remained  in  peaceable  possession  until  an  insurrection  deprived  tliem  of  the 
possession  of  a  part,  and  an  invasion  by  our  troops  some  time  after,  of  the  rest.  Spain  had  made  these 
sales  and  grants  to  bona  fide  purchasers  for  a  valuable  consideration,  while  they  were  in  this  peaceable 
possession.  How,  therefore,  could  Spain  be  supposed  to  consent  to  any  arrangement  that  should  formally 
acknowledge  that  she  had  unjustly  refused  to  deliver  possession  of  what  she  had  ceded,  and  had  sold  lands 
to  which  she  had  no  title  ;  nor  could  the  United  States,  with  propriety,  acknowledge  that  they  had  unjustly 
taken  and  retained  the  possession.  The  cession  of  the  territories  east  of  the  Perdido  afl'orded  an  oppor- 
tunity of  using  language  that  would  effect  the  purpose  of  both  powers  without  conunitting  the  dignity  of 
either.  By  describing  the  country  ceded  as  lying  to  the  east  of  the  Mississippi,  and  known  by  the  name 
of  East  and  West  Florida,  it  included  as  well  "that  part  of  West  Florida  formerly  in  dispute  as  tiie  territory 
then  first  ceded  by  that  treaty  ;  and  by  agreeing  that  the  bona  fide  concessions  in  the  territory  ceded 
should  be  confirmed  to  the  possessors,  the  United  States  did  an  act  of  justice  which  equity  would  seem 
to  have  demanded,^  even  had  there  been  no  stipulations.  For  let  it  always  be  remembered  that  Spain  was 
the  sovereign  de  fado  of  the  disputed  territory  at  the  time  the  grants  in  question  were  made,  and  continued . 
in  the  undisturbed  possession  of  it  for  many  years  after. 
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It  sopiiis  also  worthy  of  remark,  fliat  these  i;-raiits  liaviii.L;-  lucii  iiiaih'  fur  a  iieiainiary  e..iisiihaat  ii  mi 
jiaiil  into  thi'  tn<asurv  of  Spain;  imt  (Hily  iusliee  tn  her  uiaiit'  es,  Imt  a  slnaiL;-  aeliial  inlcri'sl,  must  ha\-e 
induced  her,  in  any  treaty,  |o  have  sli|iulated  fnr  a  eenlii  iiial  inn  nf  these  giants,  llii'  annullin;^-  nf  whii'li 
■\vouhl  have  created  a   jnst  claim  fir  a  hiri;'e  amonnt  u|Hpn  llic  treasury  I'f  that  eunntry. 

It  must  he  clear,  therefore,  frmn  the  lang'na,i;i'  df  tlu'  neu,ntiatnrs,  Imth  lief  ire  and  al'tcr  thi'  si^iiatni-e 
of  tlie  treaty,  which  has  been  iiuiite(l  in  the  Iii'ii-innim;-  of  this  repnit,  eonidnuated  hy  wind  was  ealled  fur 
both  l-W  the  interest  and  liunnr  of  Spain,  that  the  cinfirmatinu  ,,['  th^sc  uiants  was  an  ubicet  nf  in;;li 
importance  to  that  pewcM-,  and  that  she  thnn^ht  this  dbjeet  was  attained  by  the  treaty.  If,  tlierel'nre,  the 
languag'o  is  at  all  doubtful,  aeenrdiui;-  tn  the  just  reasoning' of  the  Su|irenie  Coiiit,  liereinbcfori'  ipi.iled, 
the  words  of  the  condition  on  which  tlu'  cession  was  made  must  be  cnnstrni'd  in  the  sen.se  in  which  it  is 
imderstood  by  Spain,  and  honor  and  jn,stice  require  that  the  conditinii  slnndd  be  fnililled. 

If  the  opinion  of  the  undersig-ned  had  been  called  for  before  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  C'ourt.  in  the 
case  of  Foster  and  Elam  r.<.  Nelson,  he  would  have  said  that  the  w(.irds,  "  shall  be  ratilicd  and  conllrnnil," 
even  taking-  the  Engdish  version  for  the  text,  as  used  in  the  treaty,  import  an  actual,  not  a  future  t'onlirma- 
tion  ;  because,  when  such  words  are  used  by  the  body  haviTig  the  [lower  to  do  the  act,  anil  tln^  words  are 
not  coupled  with  any  C(.indition  (U- limitation  as  to  time,  they  then  ojierate  in  prcsfnii,  aui\  take  cflect  at 
once.  Ilere  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  President  and  Senate  had  a  right  by  treaty  to  confirm  the  grants  ; 
the  Supreme  Court  have  said  so,  when  they  diMdare,  that  if  the  words  hail  bei'u  are  confirmed,  that  they 
would  have  repealed  tlio  law  of  1804,  which  annulled  those  grants  ;  but,  since  that  decision,  and  the  other 
in  the  case  of  Arredoudo,  the  undersig-ned  is  bound  to  consider  the  eig'hth  article  in  the  treaty  as  an  obli- 
gation upon  the  faith  of  th  •  country,  which  can  only  be  fultilled  by  an  act  confirming  the  bona  fide  grants 
in  question. 

It  may  not  bo  improper  to  add,  as  coining  within  the  spirit  (if  the  resolution,  that,  on  many  of  the 
tracts  in  question,  settlements  were  made  subsequent  to  the  dates  of  the  grants,  and  that  the  settlers  have 
received  donations  of  their  lands  from  the  United  States.  The  confirmation  of  the  grants,  therefore,  to  the' 
original  grantees  would  create  great  distress  and  confusion  by  disturbing  the  possessions  of  the  settlers; 
to  avoid  which  the  grantees,  it  is  understood,  would  willingly  agree  to  relinquish  their  claim  to  all  such 
settlements  as  may  have  been  made  on  their  tracts,  i-espectively,  on  receiving  a  confirmation  of  their  title 
to  the  residue,  and  an  eijuivalent  in  lands  of  the  United  States,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  for  the  lands  of 
which  they  may  have  been  deprived  by  the  confirnration  of  settlement  rights. 

The  letter  of  Mr.  Tacon,  the  minister  of  Spain,  dated  the  24th  of  October,  1829.  annexed  to  this  report, 
will  show  to  the  House  of  Representatives  the  light  in  -which  the  question  of  these  grants  is  viewed  by 
the  Spanish  government.  The  list  to  which  that  letter  refers  was,  before  the  undersigned  came  into 
the  department,  transmitted  to  an  agent  who  was  tlien  despatched  to  Cuba  to  obtain  the  originals,  and 
cannot  now  be  furnished  ;  but  the  annexed  list  of  the  claims  filed  before  the  commissioners  for  the  laml 
office  west  of  Pearl  river,  it  is  supposed,  will  give  an  idea  of  the  qnantit}-  of  land  that  may  be  claimed 
under  these  grants.  There  were  also  several  Spanish  grants  and  confirmations  made  after  1803,  east  of 
Pearl  river  and  west  of  the  Pcrdido,  the  number  of  which  cannot  be  ascertained,  but  they  are  not  supposed 
to  be  considerable.  No  formal  answer  having  been  given  by  the  late  Secretary  of  State  to  this  letter  of 
the  Spanish  minister,  application  has  frequently  been  renewed  to  the  undersigned  who,  in  an  informal 
manner,  has  urged  the  necessity  of  delay  until  the  legislature  should  definitely  have  acted  on  the  case. 
For  this  delay  the  pendency  of  the  suits  above  mentioned,  and  of  the  application  of  the  claimants  to 
Congress,  afforded  a  motive  that  seems  to  have  been  deemed  satisfactory;  but  now  the  undersigned  cannot 
much  longer  avoid  giving  an  official  answer,  the  character  whereof  must  depend  on  the  proceedings  of 
Congress,  which  he  has  no  doubt  will  be  consistent  with  justice  and  a  faithful  regard  to  national  engage- 
ments. 

The  undersigned.  Secretary  of  State,  most  respectfully  offers  to  the  consideration  of  the  House  the 
draught  of  a  bill  which  would  effect  the  purpose  of  satisfying-  the  claimants  under  the  Spanish  grants, 
and  quieting  the  possessions  of  those  who  may  hold  under  donations,  confirmations,  or  sales,  made  by  the 
United  States,  of  lands  comprehended  in  the  said  Spanish  grants. 

All  which  is  resijectfully  submitted,  with  the  expression  of  a  decided  opinion  that  theeig-hth  article  of  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  if  it  did  not  confirm  the  grants  and  sales  in  question,  at  least 
created  an  express  obligation  upon  the  former  power  to  confirm  them  ;  that  this  obligation  has  not  been  ful- 
filled, and  that  its  performance  ought  no  longer  to  be  delayed.  The  scrupulous  regard  we  have  hitherto  paid 
to  our  engagements  with  foreign  powers  has  not  only  established  our  character  for  fidelity  and  honor,  but 
is  indispensable  when  we  wish  to  enforce  our  claims  upon  other  nations.  To  suffer  it  to  be  sullied  by  a 
reasonable  doubt  would  be  a  serious  injury  at  all  times,  and  in  the  present  instance  would  operate 
injuriously  on  the  negotiations  in  which  the  Executive  is  now  engaged  to  procure  indemnity  for  injuries 
that  have  been  inflicted  on  our  commerce. 

EDWAKD  LIVINGSTON. 

Lid  of  accompanyinfj  papers. 

A,  B,  C.  Certificates  of  the  commissioners  of  the  land  offices  for  the  Pearl  river  districts. 

D.  Letter  of  Mr.  Tacon  to  Mr.  Van  Burcn,  (with  enclosure,)  dated  October  24,  1829.     Translation. 

E.  Draught  of  bill. 
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PUBLIC    LANDS. 


[No.  1069. 


A. 

E.rlracla  from  Rcjiort,  Ku.  .5,  nr  "vpgister  of  claimt^  lo  land  in  tlie  di.-<lrici  rad  of  Pearl  river,  in  Louisiana, 
founded  on  r/ranla  t<aid  to  be  dericed  from  either  the  French,  British,  or  Spanish  governments,  icliieh,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  under.-<igned  commigdoner,  are  not  valid  agreeably  to  the  laws,  usages,  or  customs  of  such 
government." 


Present  claimant. 

Origiaal  claimant. 

Nature  of  claim,    and 
from  what  authority 
derived 

Date  of  claim. 

Qu.antity 
claimed. 

1 

Harry  Touliiiiii  and  Edinund  P. 
(.Tallies          

J<ihii   Troiiilk't.  .  .  . 
John  Forbes  &  Co . 

Spanish  government 
do 

August  U,  1807 
March      7,  ISO 7 

June       18,  1805 

Arpents. 
800 

o 

5  040 

3 

Claire  R.  Carman 

Margaret  Collon .  .  . 

do 

Acres. 
1,000 

"  All  these  grants  have  been  made  by  tlje  Spanish  govennnent  since  the  right  of  Sjiain  to  Louisiana 
has  ceased  to  exist,  and  are  therefore  void.  Nor  are  they  entitled  to  tlie  benefit  of  the  proviso  contained 
in  the  14th  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  tlie  26th  of  March,  1804,  in  favor  of  settlers,  because 
tlic  grantee  was  not  a  settler  at  the  date  of  the  grant,  nor  lias  been  since,  except  in  No.  2,  which  cannot 
be  confirmed,  because  the  quantity  exceeds  that  allowed  by  law,  and  the  claimant  has  other  claims  coming 
within  the  proviso  of  the  law.  Some  of  these  grants  refer  to  ancient  grants  or  concessions,  and  purport 
to  be  made  in  consideration  thereof.  No.  1  refers  to  a  grant  said  to  have  been  made  by  the  French 
govermnent,  and  destroyed  at  the  time  of  the  conquest  of  the  Floridas  by  the  Spaniards.  These  claims 
cairnot  derive  any  validity  from  the  grants  or  concessions  said  to  have  been  anciently  made,  because  tliey 
doliot  appear  ;  nor  from  the  subsequent  confirmation,  because  at  the  time  of  confirmation  Spain  had  no 
right  to  Louisiana  ;  nor  can  tlie  subsequent  grant  be  any  evidence  of  a  former  grant  or  concession,  because 
tiie  evidence  adduced,  if  any,  to  i)rove  that  there  was  a  former  grant,  was  before  a  tribunal  which  had  no 
cognizance  of  the  case. 

"  It  is  certainly  remarkable  tliat  Spain  should  not  have  confirmed,  until  the  j-ear  1807,  a  grant  said  to 
have  been  destroyed  at  the  conquest  of  the  Floridas,  after  a  rightful  possession  of  tlie  country  for  twenty 
years.  If  any  reference  in  a  grant,  void  in  itself,  were  sufficient  to  render  it  valid,  the  whole  of  Louisiana 
might  have  been  granted  by  Spain  after  she  had  transferred  her  right  oven  without  the  control  of  tlie  true 
proprietor. 

'•AVILLIAM  CEAWFOPtD,   Commissioner.'' 


B. 

Extract  from  the  Report,  No.  8,  of  the  Register  and  Receiver  at  Jackson  Court-House,  being  a  "  register  of 
claims  to  land  in  the  district  east  of  Pearl  river,  in  Louisiana,  founded  on  complete  grants  and  ordei-s  of 
survey,  ichich,  from  their  nature,  require  a  special  report." 


Present  claimant. 


Representatives     of    William 
Donaldson 


Original  claimant. 


William  Donaldson 


Nature  of  claim. 

Date  of  claim. 

Quantity. 

Spanish  grant 

June    20,    1804 

Arpents. 
20,000 

"No.  1.  A  grant  from  the  Spanish  government,  issued  the  20th  of  June,  1804,  by  John  V.  Morales. 
This  grant  is  void  under  the  fourteenth  section  of  the  act  of  March  26,  1804,  which  enacts  that  all  grants  for 
lands  within  the  territories  ceded  by  the  French  republic  to  the  United  States  by  the  treaty  of  April  30, 
1803,  the  title  whereof  was,  at  the  date  of  the  treaty  of  St.  Ildcfonso,  in  the  Crown,  government,  or  nation 
of  Spain,  and  every  act  and  proceeding  subsequent  thereto,  of  whatsoever  nature,  towards  the  obtaining 
any  grant,  title,  or  claim  to  such  lauds,  and  under  whatsoever  authority  transacted  or  pretended,  '  should 
be,  and  the  same  were  thereby  declared  to  be,  and  to  have  been  from  the  beginning,  null,  void,  and  of  no 
efi'ect  in  law  or  equity.'  Nor  can  it  derive  any  relief  from  the  equity  of  the  provisoes  contained  in  the 
said  section  which  require,  first,  that  the  grantee  should  be  an  actual  settler  upon  the  lands  so  granted  ; 
second,  that  such  grant  should  not  secure  to  the  grantee  more  than  one  mile  square  of  land,  together  with 
such  other  and  further  (}uantity  as  heretofore  had  been  allowed  for  the  wife  and  family'  of  such  actual 
settler  agreeably  to  the  laws,  usages,  and  customs  of  the  Sjianish  government.  It  is  further  to  be 
remarked  in  relation  to  the  merits  of  this  claim — first,  that,  from  the  date  of  the  apjilication  for  the  purchase, 
the  Spanish  authorities,  in  Louisiana,  must  have  been  apprised  of  the  cession  of  the  province  by  France 
to  the  L'nitcd  States,  and  could  not  in  gimd  faith  make  grants  of  lands,  and  especially  such  excessive 
sales,  after  sucli  knowledge  ;  secondly,  the  title  in  form  was  not  issued  until  the  20tli  of  June,  1804 — more 
than  fourteen  months  after  the  cession  of  the  province,  and  six  months  after  its  actual  delivery  to  the 
United  States."  _ 


1832. 
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c. 


Extract  frum  register  C  "  uf  claiing  to  land  In  llic  dislrld  invt  af  Pearl  river,  iti  Louisiana, /minded  on  grants 
mid  to  1)6  derived  from  either  the  French,  Jiritiah,  or  i^j)anish  governments,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
undersigned  commissioner  {James  O.  C'oslnj)  arc  not  valid,  agreeable  to  tin',  laics,  usages,  or  cnstoms  of  such 
government." 


Present  claimant. 

Original  claimant. 

Nature  of  claim 

Date  of  claim. 

Quantity 
claimed. 

"William  rimikctt  et  al 

Mar.y-arctta  I'hiiikctt.  . 
William  ( Viriiei' 

Slianish  patent .  . 
do    

Dec.      5,  1803 
Dec.    12,  1803 
May    n,  1804 
Dec.    24,  1803 
June  25,  1804 
Sejit.     1,  ISOfi 
June  25,  1804 
May    22,  1810 

Arpents. 
550 

A\'illi;ini  (\)l*lioi'        

400 

Tiioinas  liiUis 

Christopher  Miller.  .  .  . 

d,,    

GOO 

Caleb  Weeks     

Caleb  \\'i'eks 

do 

313 

James  McLeroy 

do 

800 

AfniitH'l  (xiiri'iiL                       

Manuel  Garcia    

do 

do 

15,000 
200 

Jolin  lihea        

A\'illiam  (lardner 

William  Vardeman. .  . . 

ilo    

1  200 

Jaiues  Foster 

do 

July     4,  1804 
Oct.      8,  180(i 
July     9,  1804 
July      3,  1S04 
July   21,  1804 
June     4,  1804 
Feb.    211,  1804 
March  5,  1804 
Jan.    17,  1805 
Nov.  29,  1803 
July   12,  180(j 
.May    n,  1804 
Oct.      3,  ISOG 
Jan.-    5,  1805- 
Jan.    n,  1805 
Noy.  18,  1803 
Dec.    10,  1803 
Noy.  23,  1804 
July     3,1804 
May    n,  1804 
July   2C,  1804 
May    23,  1804 
Jan.    20,  1804 
April  26,  1804 
Jan.    20,  1804 
Oct.    20,  18015 
June  11,  1805 
Mar.   15,  1805 
Feb.    23,  1804 
May   22,  1810 
May    20,  1810 
May    22   1810 

1  200 

Dayid  Lejeune 

do 

do 

do 

142 

1  000 

Do                                

'7H4\ 

Do 

James  ( Mark 

do 

'^OO" 

Do 

John  lli'"^*'"ins 

d.i 

400 

Chow  &  Reli;  executors  of  D.  Clark . 
Hoirs  of  Janie.s  Juranerlv 

...    do    .      ... 

30  000 

Charles  Raymos      .... 

,1,,    

20  000 

Thomas  Power                            

Bernard  Villars 

.      .     do 

40  000 

Cliew  &  Keif,  executors  of  D.  Clark . 
John  Lyud  

Thomas  Uripiahart. .  .  . 
John  L3*ni.l 

do 

do 

10,203 
32  025 

A  Va.  de  la  Gord 

A.  Va.  de  la  (i-rd 

Francis  Ilerault 

do 

do 

1  000 

Francis  Hcrault 

2,000 

Chew  &  Rclf,  executors  of  D.  Clark . 

Cxcori'-e  Pollock 

do 

40,000 

Do 

Philip  E.  Dao-ues 

Charles  Proilit 

Isaac  Johnson 

do 

do 

do 

40,000 

Charles  Proffit 

1,000 

Executor  of  Isaac  Johnson 

143i 

Lilly  &  Co    

Cornelius  Seelv 

do 

1  --  ^ 

1.00 

Do 

Thomas  Anderson 

Pedro  DeliMjuy 

do 

do 

400 

Robert  Youn"' 

800 

John  Murdock 

AVidow  Couia 

do 

320 

Do 

Pedro  R.  Dekxjuy 

do 

427 

John  B.  Labetut 

A   Duplantier    

do 

do. . . 

16,000 

10,000 

3,000 

A  Duplantier 

A.  (irass 

do 

do 

do 

Do   

80 

John  Martin 

James  Jackson 

do 

256 

James  Martin 

Jiilm  McGowan 

do 

400 

V  S   Pintada           

V   S   Pintada 

.   do 

1  250 

Do 

....   do 

do 

do 

283 

Do 

do 

200 

Do 

do 

do 

108 

do 

do 

May    22,  1810 
Aug-.  14,  1806 
Oct.    23,  1806 
April    1,  1807 
Jan.      2,  1804 
Feb.      7,  1804 
April  12,  1804 
Sept      1    1804 

279 

F.  Guedray 

F.  Guedray 

C.  &  M.  de  Armas 

do 

do 

do   

4a  6;  of 

C.  &  M  de  Armas 

20,000 

14a  18/  r)f 

40,000 

1,000 

400 

do 

Alexander  Bookter   

Alexander  P.onkter. .  .  . 
Dayid  Jones 

do 

do 

...   do . . 

Eliza  Bookta 

62 

Brown  &  McDonoua;h 

G.  Laehiapella 

do     

do 

do 

Mar.   28,  1804 
June  28,  1804 
Jan.      2,  1804 
July     3,  1804 
Jan.      2,  1804 
Aug.  13,  1806 
Oct      5,  1803 

120,000 

Bernard  Mariguy                

35,000 

Bernard  Jfarii^nj-  et  al 

Willianr  Kirkland 

James  Ji.iida 

Isabel  Waltmau 

do 

do 

40,000 
500 

James  Johnson  et  al 

Manuel  Laii'^'os   

...  do 

35  000 

A.  Dupuie 

A   Dupuie .        

do 

175 

Miss  De  Grandpreo 

Miss  De  Graiidpee.  .  .  . 

do 

1,500 

"Register  C. — The  claims  embraced  in  register  C  are  such  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Cummissioner, 
ought  not  to  be  confirmed  by  the  goyernment  of  the  United  States.  This  opinion  is  founded  njion  the 
following  considerations:  1st.  The  goyernment  of  the  United  States  claim  an  absolute  projierty  in  all 
that  country  comprehended  within  the  boundaries  of  Louisiana  in  yirtue  of  her  treaty  with  France.  2d. 
It  is  believed  that  the  Spanish  government  herself  considered  that  treaty  as  divesting  her  of  all  riglit, 
title,  and  interest  in  the  soil.  That  such  was  the  understanding'  of  that  government  is  inferred  from  the 
following  fact:  The  course  whicli  she  pursued  in  the  distribution  of  her  unappropriated  territory  poste- 
rior to  her  treaty  with  France  was  materially  and  essentially  different  from  what  it  had  been  prior  to  that 
time.     In  all  her  grants  made  anterior  to  that  epoch  the  number  of  arpents  given  was  apportioned  to 
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the  situation  and  cii-ciimstances  of  the  applicant.  Patents  for  large  extent  of  country  had  been  issued; 
but  they  were  g-ranted  for  specific  purposes,  and  were  defeasible  upon  a  non-compliance  with  certain 
prescribed  conditions.  So  far  as  comes  within  the  knowledge  of  the  Commissioner,  sales  of  land  were 
never  made  in  the  above-mentioned  country  by  that  government  until  after  she  had  ceased  to  be  the  legal 
owner  of  the  soil.  This  departure  from  her  known  laws,  usages,  and  customs  previously  adopted  and 
invariably  observed  warrants  the  inference  that  that  government  was  sensible  of  the  illegality  of  her 
claim,  and  had  a  view  only  to  her  own  emolument.  The  fact,  also,  that  the  King  of  Spain,  by  a  special 
royal  order  in  180.5,  ratified  and  confirmed  the  sales  made  by  Morales,  enjoining  him  to  make  that  branch 
,  of  his  business  as  profitable  as  possible  to  the  cofl'ers  of  the  royal  treasury,  is  an  additional  evidence  in 
support  of  this  inference.  By  a  reference  to  the  register  it  will  be  discovered  that  the  patents  for  lands 
purchased  from  the  royal  treasurj',  at  a  price  of  estimation,  generally  refer  to  orders  of  survey  given  in 
the  latter  part  of  1803,  and  specify  the  valuation  per  arpent.  The  payment  of  the  whole  amount  is 
uniformly  acknowledged  in  the  patents.  Admitting  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  country  above 
mentioned  to  be  unquestionable,  (and  I  see  no  reason  to  doubt  it,)  the  question  then  arises,  how  far  the 
pos.«ession  of  that  country  by  the  Spanish  government,  after  the  right  of  the  United  States  accrued,  ought 
to  aflect  those  claims  which  were  granted  by  the  former  government  during  the  time  which  intervened 
between  the  purchase  and  the  time  when  possession  was  taken  by  the  United  States.  If  the  United  States 
had  taken  possession  of  West  Florida  at  the  same  time  that  they  did  of  Louisiana  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
many  serious  injuries  to  individuals  might  have  been  prevented.  As  this  was  not  the  case,  it  becomes  an 
inquiry  of  interest  and  importance  whetiier  the  government  is  not  morally  bound,  both  by  considerations 
of  equity  and  policy,  to  make  them  a  compensation  commensurate  to  the  injuries  they  may  have  sustained. 
This  could  be  done  b_v  making  them  donations  of  any  quantity  of  land  which  the  government  may  deem 
just;  particularly  that  class  of  claimants  who  have  improved  and  cultivated  their  lands.  Tiiej'  are  not 
numerous,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  their  claims  are  moderate.  It  may  not  be  impertinent  also  to  remark 
that,  generally  speaking,  they  were  such  persons  as  were  most  liable  to  be  deceived  by  the  Spanish  officers. 
"In  relation  to  that  class  of  claimants  who  have  not  inhabited  or  cultivated  their  lands,  which  is 
generally  the  case  with  those  who  hold  large  claims,  it  appears  to  the  commissioner  that  the  government 
of  the  United  States  is  not  legallj' bound  to  confirm  them.  Nevertheless,  from  a  variet_y  of  considerations 
which  will  doubtless  enter  into  the  decision  of  this  question,  the  government  may  deem  it  politic  either  to 
confirm  their  claims  to  a  certain  extent  or  in  some  other  way  to  elfect  a  compromise  with  them.  Their 
unlimited  confirmation  would,  in  the  opinion  of  your  commissioner,  seriously  injure  many  individuals,  some 
of  whom  probably  resided  on  the  lands  before  they  were  surveyed  for  the  patentees." 


D. 

[Ti'aQslation.] 
Mr.  Tacon  to  Mr.  Van  Buren. 


Piiii.ADELPHi.A.,  October  24,  1829. 

Sir:  The  colonel  of  infantry  in  the  armies  of  my  august  sovereign,  Don  Manuel  Garcia  Muiiiz,  now  a 
resident  of  New  Orleans,  has  inforaied  me,  under  date  of  the  14th  of  Septeml)er  last,  that,  by  decrees  of 
the  President  of  this  Union  of  June  13  and  July  16,  of  the  present  year,  orders  had  been  issued  to  ofler 
for  sale,  at  public  vendue,  certain  lands  in  Florida  as  property  of  the  United  States,  which  comprehended 
a  tract  of  fifteen  thousand  acres  belonging  to  the  colonel  ab(.)ve  named,  and  situated  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  St.  Helena,  New  Feliciana,  witliin  the  district  of  Baton  Rouge;  and  that  he  had  been  obliged  to 
enter  the  protest  contained  in  tlie  document  hereunto  annexed. 

This  important  innovation,  which  would  seem  to  atiect  many  other  individuals  in  the  same  situation 
with  the  claimant,  places  me  under  the  necessity  of  calling  the  attention  of  the  President  to  the  serious 
injury  which  will  accrue  from  the  above-mentioned  decrees  to  the  vassals  of  the  King,  my  master,  and 
other  proprietors  of  land  granted  by  the  legitimate  authorities  of  his  Majesty,  as  set  forth  in  detail  in  the 
statement  which  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  to  you  on  April  11,  of  this  year,  in  order  that  his  excel- 
lency may  have  the  goodness  to  take  into  his  consideration  a  subject  of  so  much  importance,  and  to  take 
such  measures  as  he  may  think  proper  to  cause  such  grants  to  be  respected,  according  to  the  stipulations 
of  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  February  22,  1819. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  offer  you  the  assurance  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

FRANCISCO  TACON. 


C'opi)  of  the  ■prote.'il. 


In  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  State  of  Louisiana,  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  Sejitember,  in  the  j'ear  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  and  the  fifty-fourth  of  the  independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  before  me,  Felix  do  Armas,  notary  pulilic,  duly  commissioned  and  sworn,  in 
and  for  the  city  and  parish  of  New  Orleans,  residing  therein,  and  in  presence  of  the  undersigned  wit- 
nesses, personally  came  and  appeared  Colonel  Manuel  tJarcia  Muniz,  at  the  service  of  his  Catholic  Majesty, 
the  King  of  Sjiain,  knight  of  the  royal  and  military  order  of  St.  Ilcrmenigilda,  now  in  this  city,  for  the 
service  of  the  King. 

Which  appearer  declared  that,  whereas  he  has  seen  in  the  paper  called  the  "Louisiana  Advertiser"  a 
certain  advertisement  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

"Bij  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

"In  pursuance  of  law,  I,  .\ndrew  Jackson,  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  do  hereby  declare 
and  make  known  that  a  public  sale  will  be  held  at  the  land  ottice  at  St.  Helena  court-house,  in  the  State  of 
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Louisiana,  on  the  secoml  !^^llllclay  in  November  nrxt,  Inr  tiu'  (lis|i(isal  nf  tin'  iinapprdpriatcil  imMic'  lamls 
■within  tlie  limits  ol'thc  undermentioned  townships,  situate  in  the  land  district  west  of  i'earl  ri\er,  and  cast 
of  the  island  of  New  Orleans,  to  wit: 

"Township  two,  of  rang'e  one. 

"Township  one,  two,  three,  iiv(\  and  six,  nl'  raiiL;'e  two. 

"Townships  one,  two,  three,  lour,  and  six,  of  rani::!'  three. 

"  Townships  one,  two,  three,  I'our,  live,  six,  and  se\-eri,  and  iVarlional  townships  ei.nht  and  nine,  of 
range  four. 

"Townships  one,  two,  three,  Inur,  live,  six,  and  seven,  and  fraetinnal  tnwnship  ei.ndit,  of  ran.n-e  live. 

"Townships  one,  two,  three,  four,  live,  six,  and  seven,  and  fractional  township  ei^-ht,  of  range  six. 

"Townships  one,  two,  three,  four,  five,  six,  and  seven,  and  fractional  township  eight,  of  range  seven. 

"Townships  one,  two,  three,  four,  five,  six,  and  seven,  and  fractional  township  eight,  of  rang<'   eight. 

"Townships  one,  two,  three,  fiiur,  five,  six,  and  seven,  of  range  nine. 

"Tlie  above  townships  are  all  situate  south  of  the  thirty-lirst  degree  of  latitude  and  east  nf  the  meri- 
dian, and  embrace  nearly  all  the  land  lying  on  Amite,  Ticksaw,  and  Tangapaha  riv(M-s. 

"The  townships  will  be  offered  in  the  order  above  designateil,  beginning  with  tin-  lowest  iiniuber  of 
section  in  each. 

"The  lands  reserved  by  law  for  the  use  oi'  schonls,  or  \\<r  dtlier  imrposes,  will  be  excbnled  IVum  the 
sale. 

"Given  under  inv  hand,  at  the  eitv  of  Washington,  this  thirteenth  day  of  June,  A.  P.  ISi'l. 

"ANDREW  JA(!KSUX. 

"  By  the  Presiilent : 

"  GEORGE  GRAII.V>r, 
"  C'iiiiuniKt<ioiier  of'  the  General  Land  Office. 

"August  11." 

And  whereas  the  said  appcarer  of  said  lands  is  the  owner  of  fifteen  thousand  arponts  of  land,  situate 
in  West  Florida,  by  him  purchased  from  and  paid  to  the  governor  of  his  Catholic  Majesty;  and  has,  ever 
since  said  purchase,  constantly  fulfilled  the  requisites  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  for  the  recording 
of  lands,  and  paid  all  the  taxes  and  other  charges  imposed  by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  as 
will  appear  by  receipts  held  by  him  from  competent  officers:  N'ow,  therefore,  the  said  appearer  doth,  by 
these  presents,  solemnly  and  publicly  protest  as  well  against  the  sale  aforesaid  (as  regards  the  lands 
belonging  to  him)  as  against  all  other  persons  whom  it  may  or  doth  concern  for  all  damages,  costs, 
charges,  and  interests  to  be  suffered  by  the  sale  aforesaid. 

The  said  appearer  reserving  to  avail  himself  of  his  rights  in  time  and  place. 

Thus  done  and  protested  at  New  Orleans  aforesaid,  in  jiresence  of  Messrs.  Felix  Percy  and  Jules 
Mossy,  witnesses  hereto  required,  and  residing  in  this  city,  wIkj  signed  these  presents,  together  with  the 
said  appearer  and  me.  the  notary. 

Two  words  erased — null;  two  wonis  interlined — apiiroved.* 

MANUEL  GARGLV. 

FELLX;  PERCY. 

J.  MOSSY. 

FELIX  Df,  ARMAS,  Kul.  I'ub. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  thi^  original.  In  faith  whereof,  I  grant  these  presents 
under  my  signature  and  seal  of  office,  at  the  citv  of  New  Orleans,  this  sixteenth  day  of  September,  1829. 

FELIX  De  ARMAS,  Not.  Pub.,  [l.  s.] 

United  St.\tes  iif  America,  State  of  Louisiana. 

These  are  to  certify  that  Felix  de  Armas,  whose  name  is  subscribed  to  the  instrument  of  writing 
herein  annexed,  was,  at  the  time  of  signing  the  same,  ami  still  is,  a  notary  puldic  for  the  city  and  parish 
of  New  Orleans,  duly  qualified  and  commissioned, 

CJiven  at  New  Orleans,  under  my  hand  and  seal  tjf  the  State,  this  seventeenth  day  of  September,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine  and  (jf  the  independence  of  the  United  States  the  lifty-fourth. 

P.  DERBIGNY.  "  [i..  s.] 


E. 

AN  ACT  for  giving  effect  to  the  8tli  artielc  of  tlie  treaty  witli  Spain. 

Be  it  enacted  hi/  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentativci  (if  tlie  United  Stales  of  America  in  Conr/re.'ts 
assembled,  That  all  the  sales,  grants,  and  confirmations  of  land  made  b^' the  Spanish  government  bonajide 

prior  to  the day  of  ,  in  the  year  1810,  for  lands  lying  west  of  the  river  Perdido,  east  of  the 

Mississippi  and  south  of  the  31st  degree  of  latitude,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  ratified  and  confirmed: 
Provided,  That  such  sales,  grants,  or  confirmations  would  have  been  valid  against  the  King  of  Spain,  if 
be  had  remained  sovereign  of  the  said  countr_y:  And  prodded,  also.  That  if  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the 
lands  contained  in  such  sale,  grant,  or  confirmation  shall  have  been  given  by  the  United  States  as  a 
donation  or  settlement  right,  or  sold  as  public  land  to  any  otlier  person,  the  sale,  grant,  or  confirmation 
by  the  United  States  shall  be  valid,  and  the  claimant  under  the  Spanish  sale  or  concession  shall  receive 
as  a  compensation  an  equal  quantitj'  of  land,  to  be  located  in  any  of  the  tracts  of  the  public  land  surveyed 
for  sale  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  claimant  shall  receive  the  benefit  of  this  act  but  those 
whose  title  was  perfected  during  the  time  that  Spain  was  in  possession  of  the  territory  in  which  the 
lands  lie  according  to  the  usual  forms  for  making  such  titles. 

™  These  interlineations  have  not  been  noticed  in  making  tlie  copy. 
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Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fnrlher  enacted.  That  if  tlic  whole  or  any  part  of  the  hiiid.s  contained  in  any  Spanish 
grant  herein  confirmed  shall  have  been  sold,  n'ranted,  or  in  any  other  manner  alienated  hy  the  United 
States  before  the  iia.ssa<,^e  of  this  act,  the  claimant  under  such  Spanish  grant  may  applj'  to  the  surveyor 
general  of  the  district  in  which  the  lands  are  situated,  and,  on  obtaining  a  certificate  from  him  of  the 
quantity  of  land  Ij'ing  within  such  claimant's  Spanish  grant  that  has  been  so  sold,  granted,  or  alienated 
by  the  United  States,  countersigned  by  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  for  such  district,  he 
shall  be  entitled  to  locate  an  equal  quantity  on  any  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana  which  shall  then  have  been  surveyed  for  sale,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  a  patent  in  the  usual 
form  for  the  lands  so  located. 


22d   Congress.]  No.   1070.  [1st  Session. 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  NUMBER  AND  COST  OF  PATENTS  PPEPAIIED  AT  THE  GENERAL  LAND 
OFFICE  WHICH  HAVE  NOT  BEEN  SIGNED  BY  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SEN.VTE    ,1UNE    21,     1832. 

Gj'.n'er.vl  Land  Office,  June  19,  1832. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  11th  instant  in  the  following  words:  "Be.-iohvd, 
That  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  inform  the  Senate 
what  number  of  jiatents  for  the  public  lands  are  now  in  his  office  which  have  not  received  the  signature 
of  the  President,  and  what  is  the  cost  of  each  patent  prepared  for  such  signature,"  I  have  the  honor  to 
state  that  there  are  now  ia  this  office  ten  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety  patents,  which  have  been 
written  and  recorded,  and  which  have  not  j'et  received  the  signature  of  the  President;  and  that  the  cost 
of  each  patent  prejjared  in  this  office  for  such  signature  is  tifty-three  cents.  Those  prepared  by  persons 
emphjyed  out  of  the  office  cost  each  thirty-nine  cents.  The  parchment,  printing-  the  same,  and  record  for 
each,  cost  twenty-one  cents;  the  cost  of  writing  and  recording-  each  patent  in  the  office  is  twenty-nine 
cents;  the  cost  of  examining  the  title  papers,  with  the  patent  and  the  record,  is  three  cents;  making  fifty- 
three  cents  for  each  patent  prepared  in  the  oflice. 

The  cost  of  writing,  recording,  and  examining  each  patent  in  the  office,  is  calculated  upon  the  allow- 
ance of  81,000  per  annum  to  each  person  engaged  in  that  business. 

It  has  been  the  practice  to  allow  to  those  employed  out  of  the  office  fifteen  cents  for  writing  and 
recording  each  patent;  that  sum,  added  to  the  cost  of  skin,  &c.,  &c.,  as  above  stated,  makes  the  whole 
cost  tliirty-nine  cents  for  each  patent  written  by  those  employed  out  of  the  office. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELIJAH  HAY  WARD. 

Hon.  John  C.  Calhoun,  President  of  the  Senate. 


In  Sen.\te  of  the  United  St.\tes,  January  9,  1832. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Ellis: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  instrnctod  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
revising  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  25th  of  April,  1812,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  establi-shinent  of  a  general 
land  office  in  the  department  of  the  Treasury,"  so  as  to  provide  for  the  more  speedy  issuing  of  patents 
after  the  sales  of  the  public  lands. 

Attest:  WALTER  hOWElE,  Secretary. 


Washington,  December  23,  1831. 

Sir:  I  introduced  a  resolution  the  other  day  instructing  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  modifying  the  law  relating  to  the  issuing  of  patents  from  the  General  Land 
Office  as  not  to  require  the  signature  of  the  President  to  said  patents.  I  should  be  pleased  to  know 
whether,  in  your  opinion,  there  would  be  any  serious  objection  to  dispense  with  the  signature  of  the 
I'resideiit,  and  if  you  should  think  he  might  be  relieved  from  this  onerous  duty  with  safety  to  the  public 
as  well  as  private  rights;  whether  any  other  mode  or  form  of  execution  would  be  necessary  than  the 
signature  of  the  Commissioner  and  the  seal  of  the  General  Land  Office.  Would  it  be  advisable  to  have 
the  patents  bear  the  teste  of  the  President  ? 

I  should  like  to  be  informed  whether  patents  have  often  been  forged,  and  whether,  under  the  present 
system  of  registering,  there  is  much  danger  of  forgery,  and  whether  the  omission  of  the  President's  sig- 
nature would  alVord  much  or  any  greater  inducement  to  commit  this  oflence  ? 

I  would  also  beg  the  favor  to  be  inlormed  of  the  number  of  patents  that  arc  issued  yearly  from  the 
ollice  requiring  the  President's  signature,  and  whether  he  is  able  to  sign  the  patents  as  fast  as  they  are 
rinpiired,  and  if  not,  what  are  the  inconveniences  tliat  are  experience<l  ? 
1  am,  sir,  &c.,  &c., 

JONATHAN  HUNT. 

Hon.  Elijah  Havward,  Coinmisifioner  of  General  Land  Office. 

P   S. — If  agreeable,  I  should  like  to  have  you  draw  tlie  forjn  of  a  bill  to  accomplish  my  object   if  you 
think  favoral'iv  of  it.  _ 

J.  HUNT. 


1832.1  LAND    Cl.AIM.-^    IN    .M  I  .>  S  (  M    I;  1  505 


Genkhal  Land  Offici:,  December  27,  l.s:_>l. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  tin:  2oJ  instant  lias  lioeii  reeeiveil,  ami  I  re|)ly  to  it,  as  soon  as  feeble  health  and 
an  umisnal  press  uf  liusiiiess  would  ]ic'riiiit.  The  siilijeet  is  one  on  which  I  had  previously  bestowed  mueli 
retleetiou  and  consideration,  as  it  is  important  both  in  niay;nitude  and  character.  The  necessity  of  some 
legislative  action  upon  it  arises  from  the  great  increase  of  sales  of  the  iniblic  lands,  and  the  phj'sical 
impossibility  of  the  President  sig-ning-  all  the  patents  which  the  public  service  demands,  if  he  devotes  due 
attention  to  the  other  important  duties  of  his  olHce.  The  number  of  patents  which  will  lie  required  to  be 
issued  in  the  year  1832  for  lands  sold,  will  exceed  lorty  thousand;  and  if  no  material  (dninge  in  the  dis- 
position of  the  national  domain  should  be  made  by  (Jongress,  the  annual  demand  therefor,  after  the  ne.\t 
year,  will  be  about  thirty  thousand,  covering  the  sales  of  two  million  foiu-  hundred  thousand  acres.  It  is 
probable  the  sales  will  e.\ceed  this  estimate,  as  experience  has  pro\ed  (hat  they  iiici'ease  with  the  popula- 
tion of  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi. 

I  have  not  been  aide  to  perceive  any  serimis  objections  to  dispensing  with  the  signature  of  the 
President  to  patents  for  lands,  nor  anj-  inconvenience  to  the  pulilic  or  to  individuals  by  i-elieving  him 
from  that  laborious  duty.  This  olliee  has  not  been  advised  of  any  forgeries  of  patents  since  the  com- 
mencement uf  the  gi.ivernnient,  although  a  few  have  been  detected  in  the  title  papers  on  ^vhich  patents 
are  founded.  The  present  system  of  recording  or  registering  patents  may  be  considered  a  perfect  check 
to  any  such  forgeries  and  furnishing  the  most  ample  means  of  detection. 

The  subject  of  your  letter  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  this  otlice  b_y  a  rc.'sohition  iif  the  Senate  at 
the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress.  No  time  was  then  atfordeil  for  consideration  previous  to  the 
adjournment  of  that  body  s(»e  die.  But  the  subject  was  afterwards  presented  to  the  late  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  with  the  proposition  to  supersede  the  signature  of  the  President  with  that  of  that  officer. 
Tliis  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Ingham  on  the  ground  that  the  duties  of  his  otHce  were  then  as  laborious  as 
sound  health  and  persevering  industry  would  accomplish.  Soon  after  the  present  Secretary  of  the 
Treasurj'  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  department  I  firought  the  subject  to  his  consideration,  when  he 
suggested  the  expedient  of  requiring  of  the  Secretary  of  State  the  duty  of  signing  patents  instead  of 
the  President.  On  making  known  this  view  of  the  suliject,  and  the  proposition  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasurj',  to  the  Sccretar_y  of  State,  I  received  for  answer  that  he  would  perform  any  duty  which  might  be 
imposed  upon  him,  but  that  the  labors  which  were  then  required  of  him  personally  were  sufficient  to 
occupy  all  his  time  and  attention,  and  that  he  could  not  perform  such  additional  service  without  neglecting 
some  of  his  appn.ipriate  and  important  duties.  On  presenting  the  subject  to  the  President  he  declined 
expressing  any  wish  or  opinion  thereon,  but  declared  his  intention  of  performing  all  the  duties  which 
mig'ht  be  required  of  him  under  the  Constitution  or  by  the  laws  of  Congress. 

The  [ilan  proposed  in  the  enclosed  bill,  which  has  been  drawn  at  your  request,  presents  to  my  mind 
the  simplest  and  most  effectnal  mode  of  patenting  the  public  lands,  by  which  the  President  will  be 
relieved  from  tlie  arduous  duty  of  affixing  his  signature,  and,  at  the  same  time,  guarding  the  rights  of  the 
public  as  cflectually  and  securing  those  of  individuals  as  perfectly  as  tlie  practice  heretofore  adopted. 
The  additional  expense  to  the  government  will  be  only  three  hundred  and  lifty  dollars  per  annum,  as  the 
recorder  (as  is  now  the  practice  of  the  Commissioner)  will  affix  his  signature  to  nearly  all  the  patents 
before  and  after  office  hours,  devoting  the  time  allotted  to  public  business  to  other  duties.  This  arrange- 
ment will  secure  to  the  parties  interested  the  possession  of  their  patents  with  the  least  possible  delay, 
and  to  the  public  a  more  prompt  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  land  office. 
I  am,  &.C., 

ELIJ.MI  ILVYW^YRD. 

Hon.  Jox.ATn.iN'  IfFxr,  Ilnii-^e  of  Ilppre:n^nloHce.<. 
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ON   CLAIMS   OF    S  E  T  T  Ti  E  E  S   AT   THE    OLD   .MINES   IN    M  I  S  S  0  T  R  1 . 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    KErRESEXT.iTIVES    JULY    2,     1832. 

GEXER.iL  Land  Office,  February  27,  1832 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  return  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  thirty-one  inhabitants  of  the  Old  Mines, 
enclosed  in  your  letter  of  the  23d  instant,  together  with  an  extract  from  the  reports  of  the  board  of 
commissioners  upon  their  claims,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that  there  is  a  considerable  discrepancy 
between  the  names  of  the  claimants  as  given  in  the  bill  from  those  mentioned  by  the  commissioners. 

As  the  land  is  claimed  under  but  one  concession  and  survey  of  the  whole  tract,  I  would  think  it 
advisable  in  making  the  survey  and  issuing  the  patent,  to  recognize  it  as  but  one  claim,  leaving  it  to  the 
parties  interested  to  make  the'subdivision  of  it  according  to  their  several  interests,  and  thus  relieve  this 
office  from  the  responsibility  of  investigating  and  deciding  upon  the  separate  interests  of  the  grantees, 
their  representatives,  and  assignees,  those  being  points  which  ought  always  to  be  left  to  the  judicial 
tribunals  of  the  country  for  settlement.  I  therefore  enclose  the  draught  of  a  bill  which  will,  I  think,  meet 
the  views  of  the  committee  and  of  the  claimants,  as  well  as  those  of  this  office. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELIJAH  HAYWARD. 

Hon.  C.  JoHxsox,  Chairman  of  Commilfee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  House  cf  Eepresentalives. 
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Exlracl  from  the  reports  of  the  Board  of  Comrnisiimnerx  for  adjusting  titles  and  claims  lo  lands  in  the  present 

State  of  Missouri. 

"Bazil  Valic  claiming;  400  arpents  of  land  situate  in  Old  Mines,  district  of  St.  Genevieve,  produces  a 
concession  from  Charles  D.  Delassns,  lieutenant  e,'ovcrnor,  to  thirty-one  inhabitants  of  the  Old  Mines,  dated 
June  4,  1803.  xV  connected  jdat  of  survey  on  which  Hazil  Vaile  is  No.  1,  dated  February  3,  1804,  certified 
February  25,  1806. — (See  document  E.") 

Uecemlier  21,  1811.,    Present  a  full  board. 

"It  is  the  opinion  of  a  niajority  of  the  bnavd  that  tin's  claim  oug'ht  not  to  be  confirmed.  Frederick 
Rates,  commis.sioncr,  forbears  y'ivinij,'  an  oidnion.'' 

(  uder  the  same  concession  and  plat  of  survey — 

P.  ('.  n.  F.  Aug-ustus  Valle  claimed  lot    No.   -2  ul'  40O  ar|ienls. 

Manuel  Rlanco d( > '■> do. 

John  Portell do 4 do. 

Pierre  Martin do o di  ■. 

Jacob  Boissc do ti dn. 

Joseph  Pratte do '.t do. 

Francis  Manichc do 10 ilo. 

Amable  Partinais do 11 do. 

Joseph  Blay do 12 do. 

Francis  Robert do 13 do. 

Baptiste.Placit do 15 do. 

Yeuve  Colman do 16 do. 

Charles  Boycr do 18 do. 

Antoine  Govreau <lo 19 do. 

Nicholas  Boilviii do 20 do. 

T.Rose do 21 do. 

L.  Lacroix do 22 do. 

F.  B.  Valle d... 23 do. 

F.  Millhomuie do 24 do. 

Jacqne  Guibord do 25 do. 

F.  Thibean do 26 do. 

A.  Partinais do 27 do. 

J.  Beequctte do 28 do. 

B.  Colman do 29 do. 

Hypolite  Robert do 30 do. 

Pierre  Boyer do 31 do. 

In  each  of  the  above  cases  the  commissioners  made  the  same  decision  as  in  the  case  of  Bazil  Valle. 

Under  the  same  concession  and  plat  of  survej',  John  Smith  T  claimed  lot  No.  S,  containing:  420 
arpents,  as  the  assignee  of  Charles  Robar;  lot  No.  7,  containing-  420  arpents,  as  the  assig-nce  of  Alexander 
Duclos;  lot  No.  14,  containing  840  acres,  aa  assignee  of  Louis  Boyer;  and  lot  No.  IT,  containing  1,190 
acres,  as  assignee  of  Joseph  Boyer.     Which  claims  were  also  rejected. 


22d    Congress.  I  No.    1072.  I  1st  Session. 


ON  CLAIMS  TO  LAND  BETWEEN  THE  MISSISSIPPI  AND  PERDIDO  RIVERS,  DERIVED  FROM 

THE  SPANISH  GOVERNMENT. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    RETRESENT.WIVES    JULY   11,    1832. 

Mr.  WicKLiFFE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  12th  of  June,  (see  No.  1071,  page  505,)  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  this  House  of 
February  7,  1832,  upon  the  subject  of  the  final  adjustment  of  all  claims  to  land  derived  from  the 
former  government  of  Spain  and  its  local  authorities  in  that  part  of  West  Florida  between  the 
Mississippi  and  Pcrdido  rivers,  from  the  date  of  the  Louisiana  treaty  of  1803  to  the  proclamation  of 
President  Madison  in  1810,  &c.,  reported: 

That  no  sufficient  reason  is  perceived  why  the  resolution  itself  was  referred  to  the  State  Depart- 
ment, or  why  that  department,  for  the  first  time  within  the  recollection  of  the  committee,  was  called  upon 
to  give  its  rqjinion  upon  the  subject  of  the  public  lands,  over  which  it  has  no  control  and  which,  by  the 
laws  of  the  land,  are  submitted  to  the  care  and  superintendence  of  the  Treasury  Department. 

The  language  of  the  resolution  is  in  itself  somewhat  peculiar;  it  calls  upon  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  his  opinion  of  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  final  adjustment  of  all  claims  to  land  derived 
from  the  former  government  of  Spain  and  its  local  authorities  in  that  part  of  West  Florida  between  the 
Mississippi  and  Perdido  rivers,  from  the  date  of  the  Louisiana  treaty  of  1803. 

Tlie  resolution  assumes  that  to  be  a  geographical  fact  which  is  not  true.  The  government  of  the 
United  States  has  always,  from  the  date  of  the  treaty  with  France  in  1803,  by  which  Louisiana  as  then 
claimed  and  held  by  France  was  transferred  to  the  United  States,  contended"  that   the  country  between 
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the  Slisriissipi'i  aiu!   tlii>   Pcrdidn   foniM'il  u  jiart  nl'  l.ouisiaiia,  am)  as   suclt  was    ;)C((iiiiTil    l.y   sa,iil    Ircatv 
with  Fiatifc. 

Can  it  b<'  lln'  ililt'lvst  <»!'  tin'  riiitci!  Sluh's,  al  ihis  day,  1)\  hiT  h\ii,aslali\c  resolves  iiiiJ  riiartiin'iils, 
to  sanction  tlio  ab.sunl  prottiisiuiis  of  S|)aiii.  liy  v.hii-h  she  srts  i!|i  idaini  In  tins  (crritiTv  in  viwlaliun  nf 
her  treaty  1)1"  retroei'ssiun  to  France  id'  Louisi;u)a''  l.s  it  imw  riiutcni|da|c'd  Ky  any  unc  tlial  we  shall 
retrace  oiii-  steps  and  ackno\vl(,'dL:-e  that  by  the  trraly  with  I'raiKv  in  IsiC!  the  I'nitrd  States  did  not 
acquire  the  tei'ritory  between  tliesi'  rivet's,  and  that  all  the  ai-|s  el'  the  L;'ii\"ernnienl  ol'  the  I'ljileil  States 
in  eX|>(dling-  the  Spanish  power  from  it  were  acts  of  lawless  nsnrpatiim  n|iiii:  the  ri^■hts  of  Spain  ''. 

Tlie  Secretary  of  State,  in  liU  report,  admits  "that  the  p,-overninent  (if  the  I'nited  States  having-,  by 
several  acts,  asserted  their  rii;-ht  to  all  the  territory  between  the  Mississip[ii  tiiid  I'erdido  rivers,  from  the 
date  of  the  treaty  (if  1803,  it  would  be  iin[iroper  to  enntradiei  the  asserted  r\\i\ii,  and  iiniiecd-.-iary  to 
support  it." 

The  committee  concur  with  thr."  Seei'elary  of  State  in  the  (Irst  member  of  tin-  sentence  but  disseiit 
from  the  last.  Tliey  admit  "  that  it  Wduld  be  improper  to  contrailict  that  iis.serted  riudit,"  but  that  it  is 
iiigdily  necessaiy,  to  preserve  the  honor  of  the  ,2,-overinnent  of  the  United  States  ani_l  to  ])rotect  its  public 
domain  against  unjust  and  fraudtdent  speculation,  tluit  this  asserted  right  .shonld  be  maintained;  for  il'  it 
cannot  be  maintained,  then,  indeed,  has  tliis  government  been  guilty  of  a  nn^st  watitoii  outrage  upon  the 
rights  of  Spain,  and  grossly  violated  the  public  faith. 

The  committee  have  not  tinje  now  to  go  into  the  arguments  by  which  te  prii\-e  that  all  the  territery 
between  the  Jlississippi  and  I'erdido  rivers  formed  a  part  of  Louisiana,  and  as  such  was  traiisfenc(l  er 
retroceded  by  Spain  to  France  by  the  treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso,  and  by  France  ceded  to  the  United  States  in 
1803.  This  question  has  been  discussed  by  abler  pens,  and  the  action  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  has  been  predicated  np(ju  its  truth  and  correctness  ever  since  the  date  of  the  treaty  with  France. 

Assuming  the  above  to  be  true,  the  Secretary  of  State  proceeds  to  say  :  "It  is  equally  true  that  the 
Spanish  government,  from  the  time  the  transfer  of  Louisiana  took  place,  put  a  different  construction  upon 
it;  maintained  that  it  did  not  include  any  piart  of  the  Floridas;  refused  to  deliver  the  possession  of  this 
territory  when  the  rest  of  the  ceded  country  was  transferred  to  the  French;  held  it  when  we  received  the 
country  from  France,  and  kept  the  whole  until  ISIO,  when  a  part  of  it  was  wrested  from  them  by  an 
insurrection,  and  the  residue  until  1813,  when  it  was  forcibl_y  taken  by  the  troo|is  of  the  United  States; 
ai\fl  that,  during  all  that  peri(jd,  she  exercised  an  undisturbed  jurisdiction  over  this  territory,  and  disposed, 
by  sale,  of  sundry  tracts  !>[  land,  as  well  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  as  to  Spainsh  subjects.  F(_>r 
these  sales  the  proper  officer  of  the  crown  received  a  cou.sideratioii  in  •money,  caused  the  lands  to  be 
surveyed,  and  gave  to  the  purchasers  titles  in  form  " 

These  facts,  as  here  st&.ted,  and  upon  full  investigation  they  will  be  found  to  lie  true,  establish  upon 
the  Spanish  government  bad  faith  in  withholding  and  attempting  wrongfully  to  dispose  of  a  part  of  the 
territory  wdiich,  by  the  treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso,  had  been  by  her  ceded  to  France.  Upon  this  wrongful  act 
of  Spain  are  based  the  grants  of  land  to  individuals,  •which  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  this,  his  report,  calls 
upon  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  confirm,  upon  the  ground  that  the  8th  article  of  the  treaty 
between  the  United  State's  and  Spain,  of  1819,  by  which  the  United  States  acquired  East  and  West 
Florida,  "  if  it  did  not  confirm  the  grants  and  sales  in  question,  at  least  created  an  express  obligati(.m 
upon  the  former  power  to  confirm  them;"  that  this  obligation  has  not  been  fulfilled,  and  thatits  performance 
ought  no  longer  to  be  delayed.  The  scrupulous  regard  we  have  hitherto  paid  te  our  en.gag-ements  with 
foreign  powers  has  iKjt  only  t'stablished  our  character  for  fidelity  and  honor,  lait  is  indispensable  wdn.'u 
we  wish  to  enforce  our  claims  upon  other  nations.  To  sutler  it  to  be  stdlied  by  a  reasonable  doubt  would 
be  a  serious  injury  at  all  times,  and  in  the  present  instance  would  o|)erate  injuriously  on  the  negotiations 
in  which  the  Executive  is  now  engaged,  to  procure  indemnity  f.'r  injuries  that  have  been  iidlicted  upon 
our  commerce. 

Is  this  charge  of  bad  faith,  of  a  failure  ti.i  fulfil  our  obligations  with  Spain  in  reference  to  these  land 
claims,  true  ?  The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  believe  it  is  not  well  founded,  and  it  was  a  desire  that 
the  legislature  of  the  nation  might  have  an  (opportunity  of  expressing  its  opinion  and  of  relieving  itself 
from  this  charge  of  want  of  fidelity  to  Spain  in  this  particular,  that  the  Committee  "jii  J'ulilic  Lands 
desired  that  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  might  be  referred. 

What  is  this  question  when  stripped  of  its  diplomacy;'  The  government  (jf  the  United  States  has 
always  contended  that  Spain  violated  the  treaty  and  wrongfully  withheld  this  territory,  rightfully  the 
property  of  the  United  States.  This  is  a  jiositiou  conceded  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  \^'hile  Spain  was 
thus  in  the  wrongful  possession,  in  bad  faith,  she  sold  the  lands  of  the  United  Stati.'s  to  whomsoever 
would  purchase  and  at  any  price  she  could  obtain.  And,  forsooth,  because  the  Uniti'd  States  have  not 
confirmed  these  claims,  fraudulently  obtained  against  treaty  stipulations,  she  is  eliarg(.'(l  by  her  (iwn 
minister  with  having  failed  to  fulfil"  her  obligations  to  Spain,  entered  into  by  the  treaty  of  I8l'.i,  which 
treatj-,  with  all  due  respect  to  the  (.)pini(jn  ol'  the  honoralde  Secretary  of  Stati.-,  the  (.'oininittee  on 
Public  Lands  undertake  to  say  has  no  relation  or  coiniexion  with  these  claims,  does  not.  by  its  terms, 
confirm  them  or  inqiose  an  obligation  of  ciuillrmation;  nor  was  it  within  the  intenti(jn  of  the  lii.gh  cm- 
tracting  parties  to  that  treaty  tliat  they  should  bo  confirmed. 

Are  we  to  be  told,  at  this  time  of  day,  that  our  title  to  the  territory  between  the  Mississippi  and 
Perdido  was  not  valid  until  the  treaty  of  181S1?  And  that  by  that  treaty  wo  purchased  that  part  of 
Louisiana  bj-  tlie  name  of  "  all  tlie  tiu'ritories  which  liehmg  to  him  (his  Catholic  Majesty)  situated  to  the 
eastward  of  the  Mississippi,  known  by  the  name  of  East  and  West  FloridaT' 

What  was  "East  and  West  Florida"  in  ISHt'r'  Did  it  include  any  part  of  the  tenitiiry  between  the 
Mississippi  and  the  Perdido?  Had  not  the  United  States,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  treaty  between 
France  and  Spain,  and  between  the  United  States  and  France,  long  prior  bj  ISl'J,  taken  possession  of  tlie 
same  bj' expelling  the  Spanish  power  tlierefr(.iin?  And  wdio  doubted,  in  1819,  her  right  both  of  jurisdiction 
and  soil?  And  who,  till  now,  ever  supposed  that  the  United  States,  by  treaty  of  1819,  imposed  upon  herself 
the  obligation  to  confirm  these  grants  made  by  Spain  in  violation  of  her  solemn  treaty  stipulations? 

To  show^  the  sense  of  the  American  government  upon  this  subject,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  reler  to  the 
14th  section  of  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  '■  An  act  for  erecting  Louisiana  inti)  tw(.i  territories,  and 
providing  for  the  temporary  government  thereof."  approved. — (See  Land  f^aws,  page  otto.)  By  this  act 
it  is  declared  "that  all  grants  of  lands  within  the  teriitories  ceded  by  the  French  reiiublic  t(.i  the  United 
States  by  the  treaty  of  April  30,  1803,  the  title  whereot  was,  at  the  date  of  the  treaty  of  St.  Ildetbnso, 
(October  1,  1800,)  in  the  crown,  government,  or  nation  of  Spain.  And  every  act  and  proceeding  subse- 
quent thereto,  of  wdiatsoever  nature,  towards  the   obtaining  any  grant,  title,  or  claim  to  such  lands,  and 
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under  whatsoever  authority  transacted  or  pretended,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  declared  null  and  void 
and  of  no  eircct  in  law  or  equity;  Frofided,  neverthdess,  Tliat  anything  in  tiiis  section  shall  not  be 
construed  to  make  null  and  void  any  bona  fide  grant  made,  agreeably  to  the  laws,  usages,  and  customs  of 
the  Spanish  government,  to  an  actual  settler  on  the  lands  so  granted  forliimself,  his  wife  and  family,  or  to 
make  null  and  void  any  act  or  proceeding  done  by  an  actual  settler,  agreeably  to  the  laws,  usages,  or  the 
customs  of  the  Spanish  government,  to  obtain  a  grant  for  lands  actually  settled  on  by  the  person  or  yjersons 
claiminf  title  thereto,  if  such  settlement  in  either  case  was  actually  made  prior  to  December  20,  1803: 
And  provided  furfhrr,  That  such  grant  shall  not  secure  to  such  grantee  or  his  assigns  more  than  one 
mile  square  of  land,  together  with  such  other  and  further  quantity  as  heretofore  hath  been  allowed  to  the 
wife  and  family  of  such  actual  settler,  agreeably  to  the  laws,  usages,  and  customs  of  the  Spanish 
government,"  &c. 

lu  the  face  of  this  law,  and  in  violation  of  its  provisions,  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  others 
continued  to  make  purchases  of  the  local  authorities  of  West  Florida  of  tracts  of  land  between  the  river 
Perdido  and  the  river  Mississippi,  up  to  the  j'oar  1810.  The  size  of  the  claims  vary  from  60  arpents  to 
120,000  arpents,  (or  acres,)  a  list  of  which  is  appended  to  the  report  of  tlie  Secretary  of  State,  and 
amount  to  near  600,000  arpents. 

It  is  because  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  not  recognized  the  validity  of  these  claims, 
granted  without  authority  and  purchased  against  law,  that  we  are  now  informed  by  the  officer  having 
charge  of  the  iVireign  afl'airs  of  this  government,  that  the  United  States  have  not  fulfilled  her  treaty 
stipulations  with  Spain,  and  a  longer  delay  to  confirm  tlieir  void  claims  will  operate  injuriously  on  the 
negotiations,  in  which  the  E.xecutive  is  now  engaged,  to  procure  indemnity  for  injuries  that  have  been 
inflicted  upon  our  commerce. 

The  committee  would  regret  that  any  circumstance  should  operate  injuriously  upon  any  pending 
negotiations  with  Spain;  nevertheless,  they  can  but  believe  that  it  would  be  more  injurious  both  to  the 
honor  and  the  interest  of  the  United  States  to  acknowledge  the  validity  of  their  claims  under  the  pretence 
that  such  an  obligation  is  imposed  by  tlie  treaty  of  1819,  and  tliereby  admit  that,  by  the  treaty  of  1803, 
we  did  not  acquire  this  territory,  and  that  all  the  subsequent  acts  of  the  United  States  were  violations 
of  the  rights  of  Spain,  than  to  fail  in  any  negotiation  f(.ir  indemnity  for  commercial  spoliations,  for  the 
reasons  apprehended  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

If  we  shall  fail  to  obtain  the  indemnity  sought,  tVir  the  reasons  alleged,  it  will  only  be  a  refusal  on 
the  part  of  Spain  to  do  justice  upon  a  false  pretence;  while  to  confirm  these  grants  for  the  reasons 
alleged,  would  be  an  admission  on  the  part  of  the  goverimient  of  the  United  States  of  an  outrage  com- 
mitted upon  the  government  and  rights  of  Spain  for  which  no  indemnity  had  ever  been  rendered  and  for 
which  no  just  apology  can  be  made. 

The  committee  cannot,  upon  any  principle,  reconnnend  a  confirmation  of  these  grants.  No  obligation 
to  do  so  is  imposed  by  the  treaty  of  1803  or  1819,  by  the  laws  of  nations,  or  by  any  legislation  of 
Congress. 

Can  it  be  [iretended  that  these  claims  are  better  understood  at  this  day  than  in  1804?  Have  the 
public  functionaries  at  this  time  more  accurate  information  upon  the  questions  invulved  than  had  those 
who  were  engaged  in  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  in  1803  ?  Or  will  it  be  contended  that  the  lapse  of  time 
has  stripped  these  claims  of  their  illegality,  and  purified  the  fraud  with  which  they  were  originally 
tainted  ? 

The  reasoning  (if  the  Secretary  of  State,  drawn  from  the  correspondence  between  the  minister  of  the 
Spanish  government  and  the  then  Secretary  of  State,  and  from  the  peculiar  language  employed  in  the 
Spanish  version  of  the  treaty,  may  ov  may  not  be  sound  when  applied  to  the  case  of  a  Spanish  grant  tor 
land  lying  and  being  within  the  limits  of  the  territory  acquired  by  the  treaty  of  1819.  No  doubt  is 
entertained  by  the  committee  but  that  an  obligation  is  imposed  bj'  that  treaty  ujion  the  United  States  to 
confirm  "all  the  grants  of  land  made  before  January  24,  1818,  by  his  Catholic  Majesty,  or  hy  his  lauf id 
authorities,  in  said  territories  ceded  by  his  Majesty  to  the  United  States,"  "to  the  persons  in  possession  of 
the  lands,  to  the  same  extent  that  the  same  grants  would  be  valid  if  the  territories  had  remained  under 
the  dominion  of  his  Catholic  Majesty."  What  territories  ?  East  and  West  Florida.  Not  the  territory 
ceded  by  Spain  to  France,  and  by  France  to  the  United  States  in  1803,  and  of  which  the  United  States 
were  then,  (viz.,  1819,)  and  had  for  years  prior  been,  in  possession,  exercising  all  the  attributes  of  undis- 
puted sovereignty. 

The  Secretary  of  State  is  of  o]>inion  that,  inasmuch  as  these  grants  between  the  Perdido  and  the 
Mississippi  were  all  dated  anterior  to  the  24th  January,  1818,  were  completed  in  their  form,  made  by  the 
proper  officer,  and  for  a  valuable  consideration,  and  lie  in  that  territory  which,  when  in  the  possession  of 
Spain,  was  by  them  called  West  Florida,  and  arc  situated  to  the  east  of  the  Mississippi,  they  come, 
therefore,  in  every  point,  within  tlie  stipulations  of  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  1819.  The  com- 
mittee do  not  concur  with  the  Secretary  in  this  opinion,  because  it  involves  an  abandonment  of  the  rights 
of  the  United  States  to  the  territory  between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Perdido,  as  acquired  by  the  treaty 
of  1803  with  France,  and  admits  that  one  of  the  objects  of  the  treaty  of  1819  between  Spain  and  the 
United  States  was  to  obtain  fnnn  Sjiain  a  cession  of  territory  to  which  she  had  then  no  right,  and  a  part 
of  which,  at  that  day,  constituted  a  portion  of  one  of  the  sovereign  States  of  this  Union.  This  conclusion 
is  at  war  with  the  assumption  with  which  the  Secretary  of  State  set  out  in  the  first  part  of  his  report, 
viz:  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  having,  by  several  acts,  asserted  tlieir  right  to  all  tiie 
territory  between  the  Mississip|)i  and  the  Perdido,  under  the  treaty  of  1803,  it  would  be  improper  to 
contradict  that  asserted  rigiit. 

The  committee  do  not  feel  themselves  called  upon  to  discuss  tlie  question  whether  the  United  States 
is  the  more  or  less  bound  by  the  English  or  the  Spanish  version  of  the  treaty  of  1819,  inasmuch  as  they 
are  of  opinion  that  that  treat}',  by  its  objects,  purposes,  or  its  words,  does  not  embrace  the  country 
between  the  Perdido  and  the  Mississippi.  Had  the  distinguished  statesman  who  negotiated  that  treaty 
nil  the  part  of  the  United  States  been  told  that  he  was  engaged  in  a  negotiation  with  the  government  of 
Spain  for  a  part  of  the  then  State  of  Lousiana,  it  is  not  difficult  to  conjecture  what  would  have  been  his 
answer. 

The  committee  will  not  do  the  then  administration  so  much  injustice  3s  to  suppose  tlicj'  would  nego- 
tiate a  treaty  with  Spain  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  the  acquisition  of  East  and  West  Florida,  in  terms 
designed  to  ccuiceal  the  important  fact  from  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  that  by  said  treaty  they 
were  bound  to  confirm  claims  to  near  600,000  acres  of  land  which  had,  by  an  act  of  solemn  legislation. 
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been  declared  null  and  void,  ami  wliicli  (irii;'iiiali'd  in  a  xinluiinn  nt'  tin'  tiraty  ol'St.  lldrl'onsu,  and  ul'lliat 
witli  Franee  in  1&03. 

Tlie  Committee  (in  I'ulilio  Lands,  inasnnirli  as  the  Secri'tary  of  State  lias  ijilimatcd  tliat  llic  natnro 
uftlie  answer  wliieli  lie  is  to  L;'ive  to  ilio  ollirial  note  of  tlir  S[]anisli  niinisirr  of  i'clpinary  'l-,  ls2'.t.  eom- 
plaining  uf  a  proclamation  issued  by  tlu,'  I'resident  of  tlu.'  I'liilod  States  ordorin;^'  into  niarkcl,  by  pidijie, 
sale,  certain  lands  in  Florida  as  ''an  important  innovation."  will  depend  iqion  the  procerdin^'s  ol' (.'onj;-rrss, 
have  deemed  it  their  duty  to  reassert  the  claim  of  the  United  .states  so  lon.u;  aeipiieseed  in,  viz:  that  no 
part  of  the  territory  between  the  Mississi[ipi  and  the  Perdido  lies  within  Florida,  and  that  the  '  iniporlimt 
innovation''  complained  of  by  the  Spanish  nnnister  does  n(jt  in  fact  exist.  They  therefore  reeoniniend  the 
adoption  of  the  tbllowin.n'  resolutions: 

Besolivd,  That  the  United  States  are  not  bound  by  thi'  (icaly  to  conlirni  the  titles  to  any  lamls  between 
the  Perdido  and  the  Mississippi  rivers  other  than  such  claims  as  are  or  may  be  e.Kce[ited  IVoin  the  opera- 
tion of  the  14th  section  of  the  act  of  Oono-ress  entitled  "  An  act  erecting'  Louisiana  into  two  Territories, 
and  providing-  lor  the  temporary  government  thereof.'' 

Ttcso/crt/,  That  the  8th  article  of  the  treaty  with  Spain  of  1810  lia.s  no  reference  or  binding  effect  njion 
grants  of  land  made  by  the  Spanish  authorities  after  December  20,  1803,  lying  between  the  Mississippi 
and  the  Perdido  rivers,  and  that  these  claims  must  de]iend  upon  the  jirovisions  of  the  treaty  of  IISO:] 
between  the  United  States  and  Franct',  and  tin:  legislation  of  ('ungrt'ss  for  their  continuation  or  rejection. 


t 
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OX  THE  MANNER  OF  CALCULATlNi;  THE  NET  PROCEEDS  OF  THE  S.\LES  OF  THE  PUBLIC 

LANDS. 

COMMrXIC.\TKD   TO    THE    SENATE    .lUI.Y    12,    1832. 

Tr.E.vsuRY  Dei'artmext,  JiiJi/  10,  1832. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  report  from  the  Comjitroller  of  the  Treasury,  dated  the  Dth  instant, 
containing   the   information    required  by  a   resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  Gth  instant,   relative    to   the 
deduction  of  certain  expenditures  in  calculating  tlie  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands. 
I  fiave  the  honor  to  be,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LOUIS  McLANE,  Hrvrrlanj  of  tlu'  Tmnvrij. 
The  Hon.  Presihent  if  tin:  Senate  if  tlie  United  ,S?a/c,s. 


Treasury  Detartment,  Comptroller  s  Offiee^  Jidij  ',•,  1832. 

Sir:  I  liavc  received  the  resolution  of  tlie  Senate  referred  by  you  to  this  office,  in  which  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  directed  to  inform  that  body  '•  whether,  in  calculating-  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
public  lands,  the  annual  expenditures  for  the  following-  objects,  or  either  of  them,  will  l>e  deducted  from 
the  gross  amount  of  sales: 

"  1st.  For  surveying-  the  public  lands. 

"  2d.  For  the  .salaries  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Otlice,  his  clerks,  messenger,  and 
all  the  expenses  accruing  at  his  office. 

"  3d.  Salaries  of  survej-ors  general  and  tlieir  clerks. 

"4th.  Salaries,  commissions,  and  per  diem  allowance  to  registers  and  receivers. 

"5th.  For  examining  land  offices. 

"fith.  For  agents,  managers,  &c.,  of  live-oak  ]>lantations. 

"  7th.  For  courts  and  commissions  adjudicating-  land  titles. 

"8th.  For  recorders  of  land  titles. 

"9th.  For  Indian  annuities,  schools,  &c.,  in  cmisidcration  of  lands  [inrchaseil  from  Imlians. 

"  10th.  For  holding  treaties  witli  Indians  to  extinguish  their  title. 

"  11th.  For  removing-  Indians  from  the  lands  sold  to  the  United  States." 

As  regards  these  inquiries,  I  have  the  h(jnor  to  state  that  the  act  of  May  3,  1822,  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  paying'  to  the  State  fif  Missouri  three  jier  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of 
the  public  lands  within  the  same,"  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury-,  from  time  to  time,  and  whenever 
the  quarterly  accounts  of  public  monej's  of  the  several  land  offices  in  said  State  be  settled,  "  t(j  pay  three 
per  cent,  of  tlie  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  lands  of  the  I'nited  States  lying  within  the  State  of  Missouri, 
which,  since  the  first  day  of  January,  1821,  have  been,  or  hereafter  may  be,  sold  by  the  I'nited  States, 
after  deducting  all  rxpen>fes  incidental  lo  the  same''  &c. 

This  law  contains  the  purport  of  the  several  laws  authorizing  the  |iayment  of  the  three  and  five  per 
cent,  funds  for  roads,  canals,  levees,  &c. 

In  ascertaining  the  net  proceeds  of  lands  sold,  noni'  of  the  expenses  embraced  in  the  specifications 
above  noted  have  been  considered  as  incident  tu  their  sale,  and  of  course  have  not  been  deducted  from  the 
aggregate  amount  of  sales,  except  those  stated  in  the  4th  and  5th  specifications,  viz:  "salaries,  commis- 
sions, and  per  diem  allowance  to  registers  and  receivers,  and  payments  for  examining-  land  offices." 

It  may,  however,  be  proper  to  state,  that  in  addition  to  these  expenses  there  have  been  deducted 
from  the  gross  amount  of  sales,   payments  made   for  stationery,   printing,   l)Ook-cases,  transportation  of 
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moneys,  crierg  and  clerk.-t  at  the  public  sales,  &c.;  in   short,  all  expenses  necessarily  incident  to  the  sale  of 
the  lands,  "receiving,  i-ufe-kcpping,  and  tranamitling  the  money  to  the  treasury  of  the  Ignited  States." 

The  expense  of  examining  land  offices,  mentioned  in   the  lifth  specification,  has  for  some  time  been 
discontinued. 

The  resululiiin  is  hc-re\vitii  returned. 

1  liavc  the  honiir  to  be,  sir,  wry  respectfully,  your  UKjst  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  ANDEKSON,  Conqjtroller. 
Hon.  Lons  McL.v.nk,  Sccretarij  af  the  Troasunj. 


22d  Congress.]  No.    1074.  [-in  Session. 

CLAIMS  FOR  BOUNTY  LAND  DEPOSITED  AND  NUMBER  OF  WARRANTS  ISSUED  IN  1832. 

CO-MllUXIOATED    TO    CONGRESS    BY    THE    PRESIDENT    IIECE.MBER    4,    1832. 

REl'ORT  FROM  THE  BOUNTY  LAND  OFFICE. 

lieturn  of  claiiiin  ichich  have  been  deposited  in  the  bounty  land  office  in  the  year  ending  September  30,  1S32, 

for  services  rendered  in  the  revolutionary  ivar.  * 

Claims  received  from  October  1,  1831,  to  Beptember  30,  1832,  inclusive 016 

Claims  for  which  land  warrants  have  issued 105 

Claims  previously  satisfied lOti 

Claims  not  entitled  to  land Ill 

Claims  in  which  the  names  of  the  applicants  are  not  returned  on  the  records  in  this  office. .        181 

Claims  on  which  further  evidence  was  required 68 

Claims  for  whicii  rei^'uhitions  were  sent  to  the  applicants 45 

616 

Abstract  (f  the  numlier  of  irarrants  issued  in   tlie  year  ending  Septemlier  30,  1832. 

1  colonel 500 

2  lieutenant  colonels,  450  acres  each 900 

5  majors,  400  acres  each 2,000 

1  surgeon 400 

19  captains,  300  acres  each  . .  . .  ^ 5,100 

14  lieutenants,  200  acres  each 2,800 

3  ensigns,  150  acres  each " 450 

51  rank  and  lile,  100  acres  each 5,100 

1  additional  land  allowed  a  surgeon 100 

2  pursuant  to  the  act  of  Congress  passed  July  9,  1832 160 

105  warrants.  Total  acres 18,110 

Warrants  signed  by  Generals  Knox  and  Dearborn,  on  file  and  unclaimed 49 

Number  of  claims  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  15,  1828,  presented  by  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment for  examination 31 


Return  o/'  claims  ndiicli  have  been  deposited  in  the  bounty  land  office  for  tlic  year  ending  Septemljer  30,  1832, 

for  services  rendered  during  the  tale  war. 

Claims  suspended  per  last  annual  report 313 

Claims  received  since 354 

661 

Claims  for  which  warrants  have  issued '.  . . .  90 

Claims  previously  satislied 61 

Claims  not  entitled  to  land 45 

Claims  returned  for  further  evidence 49 

Claims  for  whicli  regulations  w'ere  sent 101 

Claims  on  tile  suspended 309 

661 


Ali^tract  ()/'  the  ninnber  if  warrants  issued  for  tJie  year  ending  Septeml>er  30,  1832. 

1st.  Autliorized  by  the  acts  of  December  24,  1811,  and  January  11,  1,S12 84 

2d.     Aufhoriwd  by  the  act  of  December  10,  1814 ." 6 

Total 90 
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WlRTOnf  (if  till'  1st  ilrsciiptiiai.  Ml  ,L;-[-aiit(_Ml  nl'   ICill  arrcs  cucli l:;,T(;o 

V\  iiereof  of  the  2il  di'sfriiition,  4  ,L;'rantcil  nt'  :>:iO  acres  each 1  -280 

Total  acres : ir),040 


Dri-Ai-.TMKNr  i.F  Wak,  Jliiiiiili/  Laml  OtJii-'\  Xni-rmlirr  :20,  \sZi. 
The  aliove  and   alurei;'iiiiig-  is  resiicetl'ully  n^iinrted  tn  the  Uini    Seeretai y  nf  War,  as  the  jimeeedings 
of  this  iillice  iVir  the  year  cndinr;-  Seiiteiiiher  :Jl),  l!>;i2. 

\\M.  (;()i;i»()N,  Fird  CIn-L: 
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OTERATIOXS  OF  THE  I,  AND  S  ^' >  T  E  M  I»1'];1X(;  THE  EAST  V  E  A  U  . 

COMMUXIC.WED  TO  CJXGRESS,  WITH  IIIE  REPeRT  VV  THE  SEiT.ETARY  OE  THE  TKEASIKY  (IX  THE  EI.\AXeES,  DECEMBER  0,  1S32. 

REPORT  FRO.\I  THE  GEXEKAL  LAND  OFITCE. 

(iF.xERAi.  Land  Office,  Drmnher  3,  183-2. 

Sir:  In  jiresenting'  tor  your  examination  and  tla-  consiileration  (..f  the  n'dveriinient  a  review  of  the 
operations  of  this  olTice  for  the  hist  year,  I  liave  tn  state  that  the  sales  uf  the  imljlic  lands  have  not  been 
equal  to  those  of  the  preceding-  annual  period.  This  deficiency  was  not  anticipated,  and  has  resultoJ 
from  canses  over  which  the  officers  charged  with  this  hranch  of  the  public  service,  with  the  most  active 
vigilance  and  industry,  could  have  no  control.  The  inadequacy  of  the  means  allorded  to  the  surveyors 
general  to  supply  the  returns  of  surveys  and  the  township  plats  in  every  surveying-  district  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  exception  of  that  of  Alabama,  together  with  the  Indian  war  on  the  northern  frontier  of 
Illinois  and  the  western  jiart  of  the  Territory  of  ilichigan,  and  the  general  iirevalence  of  the  Asiatic 
cholera  in  those  places  ,to  which  emigration  tended,  and  from  which  it  usually  emanates,  has  not  only 
interrupted  the  land  sales  entirely  in  some  districts  for  a  portion  of  the  year,  but  has  materially  retarded 
those  in  others.  These  unexpected  impediments  could  not  have  been  foreseen  at  the  date  of  my  last 
report,  uor  prevented  by  any  efforts  within  tlie  competency  of  any  oi'ficers  charged  with  the  superintendence 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  domain. 

The  annexed  statement,  marked  A.  exhibits  the  periods  to  which  the  nainthly  acciaints  i.f  the  registers 
and  receivers  have  been  rendered,  Avith  the  admitted  balances  (jf  cash  iu  the  hands  of  the  several  receivers 
at  the  date  of  their  last  monthly  accounts,  and  tlie  periods  to  whicli  their  last  (piarterly  accounts  have 
been  rendered. 

The  accompanying-  statement,  marked  B,  shows  the  qnautity  of  lands  sold,  tlie  amount  of  -purchase 
money,  designating  sueli  portion  as  has  been  received  for  sales  made  prior  to  July  1,  1820,  the  amount 
received  iu  casli,  in  forfeited  Laid  stock,  in  military  land  scrip,  the  aggregate  amount  i.if  receipts,  and  the 
amount  paid  into  the  United  States  treasury  in  each  State  and  Territory  during  the  year  1831,  and  the 
half  year  and  third  quarter  of  1832. 

The  embarrassments  and  impediments  which  have  prevented  the  several  surveying  departments 
from  performing-  all  the  duties  required  by  law,  and  whicli  were  stated  in  my  last  annual  communication, 
still  continue,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  public  service  and  to  many  individuals  interested  in  the  prompt 
discharge  of  official  duty.  Until  some  further  provision  shall  be  made  liy  law  to  enable  the  survej'ors 
general  to  prepare  and  make  returns  of  the  surveys  in  their  respective  districts,  and  the  township  plats 
to  the  proper  registers  of  land  offices,  and  to  this  office,  these  evils  will  accumulate  with  increased  injury 
to  all  concerned.  Surveys  of  nearly  four  hundred  townships  have  been  made,  the  township  plats  of  which 
have  not  been  returned  to  this  office,  and  a  greater  number  not  furnished  the  land  offices.  I  would  there- 
fore again  recommend  that  such  additional  provisions  be  made  by  Congress  for  the  surveyors'  offices  as 
may  be  sufficient  to  admit  a  prompt  discharge  of  public  duty.  It  should  also  be  remarked  tliat  by  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  the  5th  of  April  last,  permitting-  entries,  in  certain  cases,  of  (piartei-  sections,  the 
ofBce  duty  of  the  respective  surveyors  has  lieen  greatly  increaseil.  'fhe  continued  illness  of  the  surveyor  . 
general  of  Florida,  and  the  sickness  (if  the  clerks  in  his  office,  have  prevented  rduiost  entir(_'ly  any  surveys 
in  that  Territory  during-  the  past  year. 

In  connexion  with  the  subject  of  the  public  surveys  I  would  rccounnend  that  some  provision  be  made 
for  the  survey  of  the  public  domain,  and  the  resurvey  thereof  where  gross  errors  have  been  committed; 
for  the  survey  of  the  principal  meridian  and  base  lines,  and  for  private  land  claims  in  all  cases  where  the 
compensation  allowed  by  law  therefor  is  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  same.  This  office  has 
already  been  advised  that  many  such  cases  now  exist,  and,  iu  consequence  thereof,  the  surveys  of  the 
same  have  been  suspended.  It  is  also  respectfullj'  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  to  require  tlie 
several  surveyor's  offices,  and  the  records  and  documents  belonging  thereto,  to  be  kept  in  lire-proof  liuildiugs. 
Of  the  necessity  of  which,  and  of  the  importance  of  carefully  preserving-  the  records  of  the  public  surveys, 
and  the  papers  and  documents  connected  therewith,  no  reasonable  doubt  can  exist.  They  tVirm  the  basis 
of  all  the  subsequent  operations  of  this  ofiice,  and  of  the  res[iective  lainl  offices,  not  only  as  to  the  sales 
and  disposition  of  the  public  lands,  but  also  (jf  private  land  claims. 

In  September  last  a  circular  letter  was  addressed  to  the  sever[d  surveyors  generrd,  re(]uest'ng  them 
to  report  to  this  office  the  amount  of  arrears  in  their  respective  offices,  and  an  estiniat(,'  of  the  amount  of 
labor  and  expense,  to  bring  the  same  up  to  the  period  of  current  duties;  a  r(.'ply  to  which  has  not  been 
transmitted  by  all,  but  so  soon  a.s  received  will  lie  made  tlie  subject  of  a  future  report. 

The  act  of  the  last  session  of  Con.gress  jiroviding-  for  tlie  issuing  of  scrip  to  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  Virn-inia   continental   and   State  lines  and  navy  oi'  the  revolutionary  war,  to  tlie  amount  of  three 
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huudred  tliousand  acres,  has  been  executed  as  promptly  as  the  means  of  this  office  would  admit,  and  to 
tlie  neo-lect  of  other  duties.  Warrants  covering-  about  forty  thousand  acres  only  remain  to  be  satisfied, 
and  these  await  the  production  of  the  necessary  title  jjapers,  proofs  of  heirship,  and  other  documentary 
evidence  from  the  parties  interested.  In  the  two  preceding-  reports  which  I  have  had  the  honor  of  pre- 
senting to  the  Treasury  Department,  I  have  faithfully  stated  the  arrears  of  this  office,  and  the  physical 
impossibility  of  discharging  all  the  duties  required  of  it  by  law  without  additional  assistance  provided 
for  by  the  legislative  power.  Tiie  appropriations  of  the  last  session  of  Congress  for  extra  clerk  hire  have 
been  of  great  service  and  benefit,  but  have  only  enabled  me  to  perform  the  current  duties.  The  arrears 
yet  remain,  and  have  increased  with  the  increased  labor  thrown  upon  the  office  by  the  numerous  acts  of 
the  last  session.  To  what  crisis  it  may  approach  without  the  necessary  aid  for  the  discharge  of  public 
duty  it  is  not  difficult  to  conjuncture.  More  than  three  million  of  people  are  interested  in  the  most  prompt 
attention,  the  vigilant  action,  and  the  accurate  operations  of  this  office.  It  is  in  the  will  of  Congress 
whether  so  large  a  portion  of  the  United  States  shall  be  deprived  of  that  justice  which  by  law  they  are 
entitled  ti.>. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ELIJAH   HAYWARD. 

Hon.  Lons  McLane,  Secrelanj  of  Ihc  Trcasurij. 


A. 

Exhibit  of  the  ;jC)-/ofZs  to  which  the  monthly  accounts  of  the  regiders  and  7vceicers  of  the  public  land  offices 
have  been  rendered,  shoiving  the  balance  of  cash  in  the  receivers'  hands  at  the  date  of  their  last  monthly 
account  current,  and  the  periods  to  which  the  receivers',  quarterly  accounts  have  been  rendered. 


LaaJ  ofliceB. 


Marietta,  Ohio 

Zanesvillc,  Ohio 

Steubenville,  Ohio 

Chilicothc,  Ohio 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Wooster,  Ohio 

Piqua,   Ohio 

Tiffin,  Ohio 

Jefl'ersonville,  Indiana  .  . 

Vincennos,  Indiana 

Indianapolis,  Indiana  .  .  . 
Crawfordsville,  Indiana . 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana.  .  . 
Shawneetown,  Illinois  .  . 

Kaskaskia,  Illinois 

EdwardsviUe,  Illinois  .  . 

Vandalia,  Illinois 

Palestine,   Illinois 

Springfield,  Illinois 

Danville,  Illinois 

Quincy,  Illinois 

St.  Louis,  Missouri 

Franklin,  Missouri 

Palmyra,  Missouri 

Jackson,  Missouri 

Lexington,  Missouri .  .  .  . 
St.  Stephen's,  Alabama.  . 


llonthly  ii'tunis 


Oct. 


Cahaba,  Alabama 

Huntsville,  Alabama 

Tuscaloosa,  Alabama 

Sparta,  Alabama 

Washington,  Mississippi 

Augusta,  ilississippi 

Mount  Salus,  Mississippi 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

Opelousas,  Louisiana 

Ouachita,  Louisiana '  Sept. 

St.  Helena,  Louisiana I , 

Detroit,  Michigan :  Oct. 

White  Pigeon  i'rairie,  Michigan 

Batesville,  Arkansas June 


Period  to  which 
rendsred  by  re- 
gisters. 


Oct. 


31,  1832 

,do 

.do 

.do 


.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 


Sept, 
Oct.' 


.do 

.do 

.do 

30,  183-2 
.do 


Sept. 

Oct. 

Sept. 


Oct. 


Sept. 
Oct. 


Sept. 
Oct. 


Sept. 


31,  1832 
do 

30,  1832 

31,  1832 

30,  1832 

31,  1832 
do 

30,  1832 

31,  1832 
do 

30,  1832 

31,  1832 

do 

30,  1832 


Sept. 
Oct. 
Sept. 
Oct. 


Little  R(jck,  Arkansas  . 
Tallahassee,  Florida.  .  . 
St.  Augustine,  Florida. 


Sept. 
July 
Nov. 


Ud 

31,  1832 

do 

do 

30,  1832 

31,  1832 

30,  1832 

31,  1832 
do 

30,  1832 
do 

31,  1832 

do 

30,  1832 

30.  1832 

31,  1832 
30,  1831 


Period  to  which 
rendered  by  re- 
ceivers. 


Oct. 


31,  1832 

do 

do 

do 


Sept, 
Oct. 


Sept, 
Oct.' 


.do 

30,  1832 

31,  1832 

.do 

.do 

.do 

.do 

30,  1832 
,do 


Sept. 
Oct. 
Sept. 
Oct. 


31, 1832 
do 

30,  1832 

31,  1832 
30,  1832 
31,1832 
do 


Sept. 
Oct. 


30,  1832 

31,  1832 
do 


Sept. 
Oct. 


Sept. 


30,  1832 

31,  1832 
do 

30,  1832 


Oct. 


do. 

31, 

do. 

do. 

Sept.  30, 
Oct.  31, 
Sept.  30, 
Aug.  31, 
Sept.  30, 

do. 

do. 


1832 


1832 
1832 
1832 
1832 
1832 


Oct. 


31, 

do 

July  31, 

do. 

Aug.  31, 
Nov.  30, 


1832 
1832 


1832 
1831 


"S  -  "2  if  >■ 

-  °  5  .^^  2 

i  "  ''  -^^ 

S  Ji  S  S  ° 


%\,  (392  67i 
3,027  or 
1,  971 
7,  927 
3,  23.5 
981 
9,  174 

10,  250 
137 
581 
726 
967 
769 
384 

4,315 
1G7 

3,  691 
1,  937 
9,  175 
7,  229 

258 
None. 

11,  730  68 
6,  678 

4,  502 
13,  559 


28 
18 
24 
19 

8, 


13 

72 
01 
91 
25 
74 

23 
23 
40 
95 
10 
09 
23 
84 
00 
44 
06 


56 
84 
94 


Due  receiver, 
86 
57,  840 
10,  833 

2,  665 
778 
290 
834 
376 

91 

254 

7.54 

387 

None. 

13,  953 

715 

-1,  184 

3,  614 


4, 
5, 
1, 

5, 

12, 
13, 


45 
07 
73 
26 
30 
43 
80 
22 
05 
58 
53 
34 

86 

81 
75 


.S    =    m    C 


3d  quarter  1832. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


...do. 

..do. 

..do. 
,..do. 

..do. 

..do. 

..do., 

..do.. 


.do. 
.do. 
.da. 


do 

do 

do 

2d  quaterl832. 

do 

do 


Tr.E.isrRv  Df.p.aktmf.nt,  General  Land   Office,  Xorenilier  ZO,  1832. 


ELIJAH  HAYWARD. 


1882. 


0  r  E  i;  A  'I'  1 0  \  s  0  f  t  ii  k  l  a  \  d  s  y  s  t  e  m  ,  ]•;  to 
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B. 


E.rhiliil  of  the  ojiiTafidus  ul'  tlie  land  uffirr.-i  of'  Ihc  L'liilcil  Sliilfs  in  /In-  sfT/'/v//  Slii/r^  anil  Tfrriliirii',<  flurim/  Ihc 
t/iw  ending  December  31,  1831,  Ike  half  year  cndiiig  June  30.  ls;!-2,  ami  /he  qiiaiirr  inding  Seplember  30, 
1832,  and  of  the  pa>jmentt<  made  into  the  treaKury  on  acconnl  (fjuihlic  hind.i  dnring  llnjse  several  j^ei-ioda. 


Sl:\te^  ami  Tfrritorifs 


Ollio I'(ir  the  yi'ar  I  Hal... 

Indiana do do 

lllinoi.'^ do do 

]>Iissouri dti do 

Alabama <lo I 

Mississippi do do 

Louisiana do do 

Michigan  Territory  . .  do do 

Arliansas  Tt'rrilory  ..do do 

Florida  Territory do do 


'lotal  for  1831 a, 777,856. 88 


:ia">.39a.64 

554,436.78 
339,411.44 
296,467.94 
661,633.08 
160,798.14 
67,384.23 
330,476.90 
13,377.33 
28,279.35 


Ollio 

Indiana do., 

Illinois do.. 

Missouri do . . 

Alabama do . . 

Mississippi io.. 

Louisiana do.. 

Michigan  Territory  . .  do . . 
Arkansas  Territory'  ..do.. 
Florida  Territon' ....  do. . 


.1st  and  3d  qrs.  l.-%i3. 
.do.... 
.do.... 
.do.... 
.do.... 
.do.... 
.do.... 
.do.... 
.do.... 
.do.... 


Total  1st  and  2d  quarters  1832 

Ohio 3d  fjuarter  1833... 

Indiana do do  ... 

Illinois do do 

Missouri do do 

Alabama do do 

Mississippi do do 

Louisiana do do ... . 

Michigan  Territory  ..do do 

Arkansas  Territory  ..do do 

Florida  Territory do do 

Total  3d  quarter  1833 

Aggregate  1st,  2d,  and  3d  qrs.  1833.. 


1.80,134.09 
191,309  39 
86,495.09 
104,137.89 
167,.i80.52 
73,506.63 
21,334.28 
139,464.84 
5,101.34 
4,859.10 


963,913.17 


84,460.78 
143,469.28 
41,038.03 
56,177.12 
82,518.99 
53,403.66 
16,655.22 
65,106.32 
1,004.59 
2,065.57 


§424, 989  40 
694,863  31 
434,846  36 
374,086  09 
893.995  54 
204,675  68 
85,865  58 
401,343  67 
16,721  77 
35,637  36 


3,557,033  76 


2-3o,193  16 

239, 150  07 

108,118  85 

130,202  95 

209,256  18 

91,909  75 

32,905  36 

161,831  13 

6,376  67 

6,073  87 


1,311,017  99 


10.5,576  02 
179,336  57 
51,311  02 
70,236  45 
109,086  98 
66,853  45 
20,819  03 
86,403  31 
1,255  74 
2.581  96 


545,888.56 


1,509,801.73 


693,449  53 


1,904,467  53 


.$16,337  U9 
16,690  44 
5,669  83 
4,361  03 
74,800  64 
11,432  02 
920  62 
1,803  67 


Amount  received  in  scrip. 


295  44 


§323,748  83 
599.008  98 
379,980  87 
376,908  04 
948,711  84 
199,216  69 
86,250  45 
400,1,59  43 
16,721  77 
35,437  36 


Forfeited 
land  scrip. 


S'31,001  01 

9,038  98 

10,749  49 

1,639  08 

20,084  34 

16.881  01 

535  75 

3.986  91 


Military 
land  scrip. 


.$86,506  65 
103,  .505  79 
39, 785  83 


3,360.144  26 


167,973 

174,118 

93,236 

129,982 

206,882 

89,878 

33,  ISO 

161,614 

6,376 

6. 073 


93,076  57     339,798  27 


6,418  39 

50,801  63 

410  25 

64,621  45 

410  27 

14,471  94 

o-^O  73 

2  406  04 

2,031  64 

724  62 

216  14 

1,068,317  53 


88,626  87 
155,950  55 
43,062  86 
70,236  45 
108,539  73 
66,298  07 
20,739  03 
86,403  31 
1,255  74 
2,581  96 


643,674  57 


391  37   1,711,993  10 


13,838  07 


139,895  02 


2,585  30 

14,659  29 

664  35 

23,731  67 

14  00 

8,234  16 

620  55 

554  38 
80  00 


.?441,3I6  49 
711,553  75 
430,516  19 
378,447  12 
968,796  18 
216.097  70 
M,786  SO 

403,140  :m 

16,731  77 
35.637  36 


3,689,019  10 


335, 193 

239,150 

108,118 

130,202 

209,288 

91,909 

32,905 

161,831 

6,376 

6.073 


S'301,3-<6  22 
572,054  12 
375.260  27 
341,994  05 
925,038  26 
173,780  93 

83,870  93 

388,848  07 

3.995  50 

40,997  13 

3,310,815  48 


147,683  95 

171,070  09 

100,996  89 

108,097  15 

204,102  10 

84,840  85 

49,200  00 

157,093  70 

11,388  05 

400  00 


1,211,050  6J   1,094,870  78 


105,.871  46 
179.336  57 
51,311  02 
70,236  45 
109,050  62 
66,852  45 
20, 819  03 
86,403  31 
1,353  74 
2,581  96 


67,415  98 
131,727  04 
33,603  57 
66, 167  33 
48,869  21 
79,763  54 

6,400  00 

75,520  10 

950  00 

4,842  73 


4,518  58  !  45,615  13 


17,3.-.6  65  1  175,510  14 


693,808  27  '    515,259  40 


1,904,858  89   1,610,130  18 


Treastry  DepaRt.ment,  General  Land  Office,  Xoicmlier  30,  1832. 


ELIJAH  H.'VYVVARD. 


22d  Congress.] 


No.  1076. 


[2d  Session. 


IN  RELiTION  TO  THE  REMOVAL  OF  THE  OFFICE  OF  THE  SURVEYOR 

PUBLIC  LANDS  SOUTH  OF  TENNESSEE. 


GENERAL  OF 


CUMMUNIC.VTED    TO    THE    SENATE    DECEMBER    20,     1832. 

Surveyor's  Office,  Washington,  3Iismssip]ii,  November  13,  1832. 

Sir:  It  is  proper,  I  think,  that  I  should  meuliou  tliat  I  have  understood  that  a  few  daj's  before  the 
time  expired  for  the  kite  principal  deiiuty  surveyors  of  Louisiana  to  act  as  such,  (April  30,  1831,)  some 
of  them  extended  the  time  to  one  or  two  years  long-er,  for  the  deputies  to  complete  their  contracts  which 
had  expired,  or  had  been  delayed  from  various  causes.  Other  deputies  had  entirely  failed  to  comply  with 
their  contracts,  and  others  have  returns  at  this  dttico,  whieli  have  been  examined  and  found  too  defective 
to  bo  approved. 
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Several  have  imt  yet  prcseiiled  tlieir  returns,  Lut  say  tliej'  have  accounts  to  be  settled.  Some  of  the 
survej's  were  made  as  far  back  as  1823,  1826,  and  so  on.  The  settled  accounts  have  been  transferred  to 
the  surveyor's  ofBce  of  Louisiana,  with  all  the  sketches  and  connected  plans,  and,  indeed,  all  the  means 
necessary  to  a  proper  investig-ation  of  these  surveys.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  appears  to  me  that 
there  is  no  obligation  on  this  oflice  to  continue  these  examinations.  It  maj'  continue  for  years  in  this 
way;  and  while  1  am  examining  and  jiaying  them  here,  the  survej'or  general  of  Louisiana  may  be  at  the 
same  thing,  or  ordering  the  saujc  townships  to  be  surveyed.  The  returns  in  manj'  cases  have  not  been 
presented  to  either  office,  or  if  to  one,  it  cannot  be  known  at  the  other,  because  there  are  but  few  regular 
written  contracts  iiled  in  either  office.  There  may  be  written  contracts  in  some  instances,  but  the  time 
for  completing  the  work  has  long  ago  expired. 

I  therefore  respectfully  suggest  the  question  of  propriety  of  passing  an  act  immediately  requiring 
that  all  accounts  ibr  surveys  in  Louisiana,  which  have  not  been  approved  at  this  office  by  the  1st  of 
January  next,  sliall  be  presented  with  the  held-notes  and  plats  to  tiie  (jffice  of  the  surveyor  general  of 
Louisiana  for  settlement. 

This  arrangement  would  be  most  convenient  for  the  parties  concerned,  and  is  necessary  for  the  safety 
of  the  goverinnent. 

With  great  respect, 

GIDEON  FITZ,  Surveyor  if  FKhlic  Laml-<  foulh  of  Tanjessee. 

Hon.  Judge  Black,  Senalor  in  C'oDgress,  Waahinglon  City. 


[The  followilig  communiratinn  was  sulisequently  (■(immunicated  to  flic  Senate  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 1 

General  Land  Office,  January  9,  1833. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  tlie  Ith  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  present 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  in  the  Senate  my  views  respecting  the  enclosed  "bill  to  remove  the 
office  of  the  surveyor  general  of  public  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  directing  the  returns  of  surveys 
of  land  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  to  be  made  to  the  oflice  of  the  surveyor  general  of  public  lands  for  that 
State." 

The  removal  of  the  surveyor's  office  is  very  inexpedient  at  this  time,  for  the  following  reasons: 

The  only  difficulties  now  existing  in  respect  to  the  surveys  in  Mississippi  arise  frfim  the  erroneous 
surveys  in  the  AVashington  district.  This  district  comprises  the  great  mass  of  the  old  foreign  claims 
and  donations  recognized  by  the  United  States.  In  their  survey  numerous  errors  have  been  committed; 
indeed,  so  little  dependence  can  be  placed  upon  the  existing  plats,  that  the  office  has  been  compelled  for 
many  years  to  suspend  almost  entirely  the  issuing  of  patents  for  the  purchased  tracts  interspersed  among 
the  confirmed  claims:  and  before  these  claims  can  be  recognized  as  accurate,  it  is  necessary  that  the 
surveyor  general  should  make  a  critical  comparison  of  those  plats  witli  the  field-notes  in  his  office,  and 
with  the  original  papers  and  records  of  the  board  of  commissioners  who  adjudicated  tiiesc  ju'ivafe  claims; 
these  records  and  papers  are  by  law  placed  in  the  custody  of  the  register  of  the  land  office  for  the  dis- 
trict whose  office  is  kept  witliin  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the  surveyor's  office,  and  the  survej-or 
general  can  at  any  moment  examine  any  of  the  pajiers.  The  old  Spanish  archives  of  that  section  of  the 
country,  to  which  also  it  is  very  probable  that  freciuent  reference  will  have  to  be  made,  are  kept  in  the 
city  of  Natchez,  only  six  miles  from  the  surveyor's  office.  In  making  this  examination  of  the  township 
plats,  it  is  also  necessary  that  the  surveyor  general  should  at  any  moment  have  the  means  of  ascertaining 
the  particular  tracts  of  public  lands  which  have  been  sold  by  the  United  States;  and  unless  the  surveyor 
general  have  the  power  of  making  these  comparisons  with  the  documents  in  the  register's  office,  it  will 
be  utterly  impracticable  for  him  either  to  know  how  far  the  existing  work  is  incorrect,  or  the  nature  of 
the  corrections  required,  or  to  ascertain  the  accuracy  of  any  resurveys  wdiich  he  may  order.  Should  the 
surveyor's  office  be  removed  from  Washington  before  this  work  of  examination  and  correction  is  completed, 
it  will  occasion  great  delay  in  its  execution,  and  in  a  great  measure  deprive  the  surveyor  general  of  the 
use  of  those  papers  which  it  is  all  important  should  be  referred  to  during  its  progress.  The  necessity  of 
the  removal  of  the  surveyor's  office  at  this  time  is  not  apparent;  the  work  to  be  performed  in  the  new 
cession  is  simple  in  its  character,  there  not  being  a  single  private  claim  in  that  section  of  country,  and 
the  necessary  instructions  can  be  as  easily  given  from  Washington  as  from  Jackson.  The  place  where 
the  deputies  receive  their  payments  for  the  checks  of  the  surveyor  general  is  now  only  six  miles  from 
his  office,  and  it  is  at  this  place  (Natchez)  that  the  surveyors  will  most  generally  make  their  equipments 
for  the  field.  And  as  there  is  nothing  in  the  law  establishing  the  surveyor's  office  for  ilississippi  wiiich 
requires  it  to  be  kept  at  Washington,  it  is  in  the  jiower  of  the  President,  whenever  he  thinks  the  public 
interests  require  its  removal,  to  direct  it  to  be  ke]it  at  such  other  place  as  he  ma^'  direct. 

An  additional  reason  for  continuing  the  surveyor's  office  in  its  ])resent  location  is  found  in  the  fact 
that  the  register  of  the  land  office  at  Wasiiington  has  been  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
make  a  revision  and  comparison  of  his  books  with  the  township  plats,  in  order  to  the  jireparation  of  an 
entire  new  set  of  plats,  which  are  indispensable  to  the  public  service,  and  this  duty  requires  the  most 
frequent  intercourse  between  his  office  and  that  of  tlie  surveyor. 

In  reference  to  the  2d  section  of  tlie  bill,  I  have  to  remark  that,  on  the  creation  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana  into  a  separate  surveying  district,  by  the  act  of  March  3,  1831,  the  department  made  it  the  duty 
of  file  surveyor  of  Mississippi  to  continue  to  attend  to  the  settlement  of  all  accounts  for  public  surveys 
in  Louisiana,  contracted  for,  either  by  him  or  his  [jrcdccessors,  and  remaining  to  be  paid  for — a  course 
which  was  suggested  by  every  consideration  of  expediency  and  propriety.  The  great  mass  of  the  accounts 
have  been  so  settled.  Accounts  amounting  to  about  ^10,000  remain  to  be  produced  and  settled.  Tlie 
surveyor  intimates,  in  the  accompanying  letter  to  Judge  Black,  that  '.re  has  transferred  all  the  means 
necessary  to  the  settlement  of  the  outstanding  accounts  to  the  surveyor  of  Louisiana.  This  should  not 
have  been  done,  as  it  was  not  contemplated  by  the  instructions  from  the  department,  which  required  that 
the  surveyor  should  transfer  only  such  evidences  as  were  connected  with  the  stp.Uled  accounts.  . 
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Under  all  the  circumstances,  I  am  of  ciiiinion  that  it  will  not  now  be  expedient  to  make  it  the  duty 
of  the  s>u-veyiir  iif  Louisiana  to  settle  the  outstanding;'  accnunts,  as  contemplated  by  the  second  section  of 
tlie  bill.     And  I  would  bep;  leave  to  sugg-est  to  the  committee  that,  whenever  the  deiiartment  shall  deem 
it  cxjiedient  to  cause  the  transfer  to  be  made,  it  can  be  efl'ected  without  any  further  le,t;-islativo  act. 
The  bill  and  accompanying-  papers  are  herewith  returned. 
With  groat  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

KLLLVII  IIAVWAKD. 
lion.  Iv  K.   Kane,  Chairman  nf  Ike  Commillcr  on  Pidilic  LajuU,  Hcnalc 


22d    Coni;ress.1  No.    1077.  \i^^   Se,ssion-. 


ON    ('  L  A  I  M    T  O    L  A  N  D    IN    L  0  U  I  S  1  A  N  .V  . 

COMMU.NICATEIl    TO    THE    UOL'SE    OF    REl'KESEXTATIVES    DECEMBER    ii,     1S,",2. 

Mr.  Ashley,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  t(.i  whom  was  referred  the  petitiim  of  Jean 

Francois  Hertzog,  reported: 

That,  according-  to  the  statements  of  the  petitioner,  corroborated  by  tlie  affidavits  nf  two  respectable 
witnesses,  he,  prioi'to  the  20th  December,  1803,  settled  upon  and  cultivated  a  certain  tract  of  unappro- 
priated land,  situate  in  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  Louisiana,  on  the  left  bank  of  Little  river;  that  he  has 
uninterruptedly  continued  to  occupy  and  cultivate  the  same  up  to  the  date  of  his  petition;  that,  in  the 
year  1812  or  1813  he,  the  petitioner,' filed  with  the  register  of  the  public  lands  and  the  receiver  of  public 
moncj's,  acting  as  a  board  of  commissioners  at  Opelousas,  a  notice  of  his  claim,  but  not  having  been  well 
informed  in  the  routine  of  land  business,  he  omitted  to  furnish  all  the  }u-oof  necessary  to  obtain  from  the 
commissioners  a  favorable  report  in  his  case. 

The  foregoing  facts  being  established  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  C'immitt<'e,  a  bill  is  herewith  reported 
for  the  relief  of  the  claimant. 


22d   Congress.  I  No.    1078. 


RELATIVE  TO  THE  CREATION  OF  .\nDITIO\AL  LAND  OFFICES  IN  .MISSISSIPPI. 
coMMiNii;.\Ti;ii  T(i  the  sen',\ti:  December  2.5,   1832. 

CiENERAL  Land  OrFirE,  Dcccmhcr  25,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  tlie  13th  instant,  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  was  duly 
received,  -with  a  copj'  of  a  bill,  reported  to  the  Senate  on  the  10th  instant,  for  the  creation  of  new  land 
offices  in  the  late  Choctaw  purchase,  and  for  the  more  conveinent  organization  of  the  land  districts  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi. 

In  consequence  of  the  illness  of  the  Commissioner,  the  duty  of  replying  to  your  communication  has 
devolved  on  m3'self. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remark  that,  since  the  introduction  of  the  bill  into  the  Senate,  it  has  been  under- 
stood at  this  office  that  the  provisions  of  the  late  treaty  with  the  Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indians  in  Jlissis- 
sippi  stipulate  that  the  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  lands  are  to  be  paid  over  to  that  nation  of 
Indians.  This  provision  of  that  treatv  lias  suggested  to  the  department  the  propriety  and  expediency  of 
preserving  the  entireness  of  that  cession,  with  a  view  to  simplifying  the  operations  of  the  government 
under  the  treaty,  and  to  make  them  more  intelligible  to  the  parties  interested  in  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales. 

"With  these  views,  it  is  respectfully  proposed  that  the  boundaries  of  the  "Northwestern  district" 
proposed  in  the  bill  be  modified  as  follows,  viz:  tn  include  such  portion  of  the  land  ceded  to  the  United 
States  by  the  treaties  made  and  concluded  with  the  Choctaw  tribe  of  Indians,  near  Doak's  Stand,  on  the 
18th  day  of  October,  1820,  and  at  Dancing  Rabbit  creek,  ou  the  27th  day  of  September,  1830,  as  is  sit- 
uated north  of  the  line  dividing  townships  nineteen  and  twenty,  and  west  of  the  line  dividing  ranges  ten 
and  eleven  cast. 

In  a  report  from  the  department  respecting  the  boundaries  of  the  proposed  districts,  made  at  the 
late  session  of  Congress,  it  was  proposed  to  square  ofl'  the  zig-zag-  boundary  of  the  old  Choctaw  district, 
by  making  it  include  on  the  north  all  the  land  up  to  the  dividing  line  between  townships  nineteen  and 
twenty,  and  making  the  line  between  ranges  six  and  seven  east  its  eastern  boundary.  These  views  were 
approved  by  the  Senate's  bill.  Since  then,  the  surveys  of  the  new  cession  have  been  made,  and  it  has 
been  reported  by  the  surveyor  general  that  the  new  surveys  do  not  close,  as  it  was  expected  they  would, 
on  the  old  lines,  and  that  there  are  fractional  sections  bearing  the  same  numbers  in  the  same  fractional 
township  on  either  side  of  the  old  line;  hence,  if  the  lands  ou  bcith  sides  of  the  line  are  made  salalile  at 
one   and  the  same  office,  there  will  hv  a  C(mslaiit  lialiility  to  commit  errors  in  tin.'  designating  uf  trai.-ts. 
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From  tlieso  coiisiderutions,  it  is  now  respectfully  rocommcnded  tliut  the  eastern  line  of  the  Choctaw 
cession  at  Doak's  Stand,  remain  the  lionndary  of  the  old  Choctaw  district,  cast  of  the  basis  meridian,  and 
that  west  of  tlie  liasis  meridian  its  northern  boundary  be  squared  oil"  by  the  boundary  line  between  town- 
sln'ps  nineteen  and  twenty. 

Herewith  is  furnished  a  sketch  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  showing-  the  boundaries  of  the  land  dis- 
tricts, as  proposed  by  the  bill  No.  03.5  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  reported  by  Mr.  Wicklifl'e  on  the 
21st  instant.  On  this  .sketch  are  delineated  the  boundaries  of  the  "Northwestern"  and  "Choctaw"  dis- 
tricts as  desi"-nated  in  that  bill,  and  which  has  been  respectfully  recommended  to  your  favorable  con- 
sideration in  the  foregoing  part  of  this  communication.  This  sketch  also  indicates  the  boundaries  of  the 
"Northeastern"  and  "Augusta"  districts,  as  indicated  by  the  bill  of  Mr.  Wickliflc,  the  dividing  line 
between  which  is  designated  as  the  boundary  between  the  townships  ten  and  eleven. 

Tiie  sales  hitherto  in  the  Augusta  district  have  been  so  small  tliat,  during  many  years,  they  have 
not  paid  expenses.  It  is  indispensably  neceSsarj',  however,  that  the  land  office  should  be  kept  in  existence; 
and  it  is  desirable  that,  if  possible,  the  district  might  (as  far  as  legislation  can  make  it)  be  made  more 
])roductive.  But  it  is  respectfully  urged  that  the  boundary  between  tlie  "Northeastern"  and  the  "Augusta" 
districts,  as  proposed  by  the  bill  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  which  adds  upwards  of  one  hundred 
townships  to  the  Augusta  district,  will  make  it  too  large  and  disproportionate  in  size  to  the  other  districts 
in  the  State.  It  is,  therefore,  suggested  that  the  boundary  be  the  township  line  between  townships  five 
and  six. 

It  is  also  proposed  that  a  section  be  incorporated  into  the  bill,  making  an  appropriation  of  fifteen 
hundred  dollars,  (to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  unappropriated  in  the  treasury,)  for  procuring  books  and 
blanks  necessary  to  put  into  operation  the  proposed  new  offices  in  Mississippi,  and  also  tho.se  created  in 
Arkansas  and  Alabama  during  the  last  session,  being  in  all  six  offices,  which  sum  would  allow  for  the 
office  of  each  of  the  registers  and  receivers,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars. 

Enclosed  herewith  is  a  copy  of  the  bill  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  also  a  communication 
from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Plummer,  exhibiting  his  views  in  relation  to  the  subject,  all  of  which  are  conceived  to 
be  just  and  correct,  with  the  exception  of  the  boundary  between  the  Northeastern  and  Augusta  districts, 
to  which  the  foregoing  objections  have  been  stated. 

I  have  the  houor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  MOORE,  Acting  Commissioner. 

Hon.  E.  K.  Kank,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Pidjlic  Lands,  Senate. 


22n     Cox(:;rk,=;s.|  JVo.    107't.  [2d  Session. 


RELATIVE  TO  AMENDMENT  01'  THE  ACT  OF  JULY  9,   1832,  FOR  THE  FINAL  ADJUSTMENT 

OF  LAND  CLAIMS  IN  MISSOURI. 

COMMrXICATED    TO    TflE    SENATE    DECEMBER    28,    1832. 

Recordeii's  Office,  St.  Louis,  JtlLisouri,  Movcmt)er  19,  1832. 

Sir:  In  the  course  of  the  examination  which  the  undersigned  have  already  made  into  the  subject, 
upon  which  it  will  be  their  duty  to  report  to  you  under  the  act  jjassed  at  the  last  sessi<iii  of  Congress  for 
tlie  final  adjustmiMit  of  land  claims  in  Missouri,  they  have  been  duly  impressed  with  the  belief  that,  to 
give  that  act  a  full  and  satisfactory  effect,  it  ought  to  be  amended. 

Tiie  ainendment,  we  beg  leave  to  submit,  should,  in  our  opinion,  consist,  first,  of  an  extension  of  the 
power  or  jurisdiction  of  the  recorder  and  commissioners  to  the  cases  of  claims  founded  on  written  grants, 
concessions,  warrants,  or  orders  of  survey,  that  have  not  heretofore  been  filed  in  the  office  of  the  recorder, 
according  to  law,  but  which  might,  notwithstanding,  have  been  submitted  to  tlie  district  court  of  the 
United  States  for  Missouri,  under  tlie  act  of  Congress  of  the  26th  May,  1821,  and  the.  act  supplementary 
thereto.  Secondly,  of  an  extension  of  tlie  powers  of  the  recorder  and  commissioners  to  the  cases  of  claims 
based  upon  mere  settlement  and  cultivation,  with  the  permission,  verbal  or  implied,  of  the  Spanish  or 
French  authorities,  and  which  claims  have  already  been  submitted  to  the  commissioners  or  recorder  under 
former  acts  of  Congress,  and  decided  upon  unfavorably  to  the  claimants. 

As  to  the  first  class  of  claims,  to  wit,  those  liased  on  written  incomplete  titles,  which  have  not  been 
filed  heretofore,  they  are,  we  believe,  few  in  number;  and  we  feel  justiliod  in  stating  that  some  of  them 
are  eijual,  if  not  su|)erior,  in  merit,  not  only  to  those  which  have  been  heretofore  filed,  but  to  some  of  those 
which  have  been  confirmed.  It  seems  to  us  that  it  must  have  been  in  contemplation  of  the  merits  of  this 
class  of  claims  that  the  act  of  1824  was  made  to  embrace  them.  We  do  not  believe  that  the  act  of  the 
last  session  was  intended  to  be  less  liberal,  just,  and  satisfactory,  than  the  act  of  1821,  to  those  who 
invoke  the  treaty  of  cession.  We  are  further  of  opinion  that,  in  order  to  render  the  late  act  a  means  of 
"final  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Missouri,"  it  should  bo  made  to  embrace  the  second  class 
of  claims  to  which  we  have  referred.  By  including  in  its  purview  the  claims  we  have  indicated,  the 
report  of  the  recorder  and  commissioners  wijuld  perhaps  enable  Congress  to  make  a  final  disposition  of  all 
the  claims  that  possibly  could  be  brought  IVirward  under  French  or  Spanish  titles,  written  or  unwritten, 
in  Missouri.  By  way  of  exemplification  of  the  proi)riety  and  Justice  of  including  settlement  rights  here- 
tofore submitted,  and  not  favoral)ly  dct-ided  upon,  we  would  refer,  amongst  others,  to  the  claims  oi  Rctcr 
Boyer,  Peter  Abar,  and  Abraham  Brinker;  each  of  those  claims  have  bee:;' rejected  by  the  former  board 
of  conmiissiouers,  and  afterwards  by  the  recorder.  By  the  former  no  reason  is  assigned  for  the  rejection, 
nor  can  we  discover  any  cause  for  rejection  on  their  minutes  or  records.  By  the  latter,  the  decision,  in 
each  case  is  made  in  the  following  words:  "This  tract  probably  contains  lead,  otherwise  it  ought  to  be 
confirmed."     On  reference  to  the  minutes,  we  have  not  been  able  to  discover  any  proof  of  the  fact  that 
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tliusc  tracts  coiituined  loail  (ire.  Wc  nw  imliu-cil  to  believo  that  tlio  ;)r()/«(Wi' cxistcnrt^  of  lead  im  those 
tracts  was  iiif'n-ird  from  their  vicinity  to  tlie  known  lead  mines;  be  tiiat  fact,  however,  as  it  may,  it  would 
seem  that,  at  this  daij,  it  alone  should  not  constitute  a  fatal  objection.  On  those  tracts  valuable  improve- 
ments have  been  made,  and  possession  continueil  uninterruiitcdly  for  more  than  thirty  years  since  the  first 
settlement  made  on  them.  As  the  law  now  stands,  tlie  occupiers  or  owners  of  those  tracts  are  exposed 
to  the  jiossible  loss  of  their  lands  and  improvements  as  soon  as  they  shall  lie  olTered  for  sale  by  the 
United  States,  which,  according;  to  the  ten(u-  of  the  present  act,  may  take  place  as  soon  as  the  present 
board  have  finally  reported.  This  class  of  claims,  therefore,  it  wcuild  seem,  slnuild  be  entitled  at  least  to 
be  taken  into  consideration  by  this  board,  and  ultimately  passed  upon  liy  Congress. 

We  have  tliought  it  our  <luty  to  submit  the  above  views,  in  order  that  thej'  may  be  connnunicated  to 
tlic  Executive,  if,  under  all  the  circumstances,  it  shall  seem  expedient  to  you  to  make  such  communication. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfullv,  sir,  vour  obedient  servants, 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  K.  CONWAY. 

Uon.  CoMMissioxER  of  Ihc  General  Land  Office. 


22n   CoN-oRESs.]  No.   10.^0  [2d  Sessiox. 

UN  APPLICATION  TO  II.VVE  THE  PUP.CIIASE  MONEY  FOP.  A  TPACT  OF  LAND  PEFUNDED. 

COMJirXICATEP    TO    THE    Iliir.-iE    OF    REFItESEXT.iTIVES    PECEIIDER    29,    1832. 

Mr.  C.WE  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on  Private   Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the   petition  of 
Joseph  Guedry,  Edward  Lambert,  Michael  Lebunif,  and  Jnhn  Vavasseur,  reiiorted: 

The  petitioners  were  severally  proprietors  of  a  small  tract  of  land  fronting  on  the  Jlississippi,  and 
situate  in  the  old  settled  part  <if  Louisiana.  Their  respective  tracts  not  having  l>een  confirmed  by  the 
United  States,  they,  fearful  lest  they  might  be  exposed  to  public  sale  by  government,  availed  themselves 
of  the  pre-emption  law  of  1830,  and  entered  their  own  lands.  They  now  pray  to  have  the  price  which  they 
paid  refunded. 

The  evidence  shows  an  uninterrupted  possession  of  more  than  forty  years — such  a  possession  as,  by  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  creates  a  presumption  of  title  under  the  former  government  of  that  country. 

The  committee  think  the  purchase  money  ought  to  be  refunded.  It  is  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  approved  July  4,  1833,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  final  adjustment 
of  the  claims  to  lands  in  the  southeastern  district  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,"  with  this  difference  only,  that 
the  said  fourth  section  refers  to  persons  similarly  situated  who  had  bought  thi'ir  nwn  lands  at  public  sale. 
The  committee  find  tlie  eijuity  to  be  the  sami>  in  the  iiresent   instance,  and  they  accordingly  report  a  bill. 


22n   CoxcRKss.]  No.    1081.  [2n  Session. 

0  N    C  L  A  I  M    T  0    LAND    IN    L  0  U  I  S  I  A  N  A . 

communicated    to    the    house    of    RETRESENT.VTIVES    DECEMBER    29,    1832. 

Mr.  Bui.E.vRD,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Sarah 
Walthers,  claiming  confirmation  of  her  claim  to  a  tract  of  land  as  a  settlement  right,  reported: 

That  the  evidence  furnislied  by  the  petitioner  consists  of  the  deposition  of  a  single  witness.  He  swears 
that  he  knew  Sarah  Walthers,  and  believes,  from  every  circumstance,  that  she  did  make  an  improvement 
on  a  piece  of  land  in  the  parish  of  Natchitoches  about  the  year  1803,  or  previous  to  that  time;  that  he  saw 
the  improvements  between  the  years  ISOC.  and  1810,  and  that  then  she  and  lier  brother  were  in  possession, 
and  claimed  the  improvement.  This  evidence  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  too  vague.  The  witness 
does  not  swear  to  his  knowledge  of  any  cultivati(.in  before  December  20,  1803,  but  only  to  his  belief,  from 
circumstances  which  subsequently  came  to  his  knowledge,  that  the  petitioner  or  her  brother  had  made  an 
improvement  and  settlement  about  that  year  or  before.  The  committee,  therefore,  recommend  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  rejected. 
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22n  CoNGRESs.l  ISFo.    1082.  [2d  Session. 

ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COMMUXICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESEXTATIVES  DECEMBER  29,  1832. 

Mr.  BiLLARD,  from  the  Conimittee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  wliom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Robert 

Cochran,  reported: 

That  the  petitioner  praj's  confirmation  of  a  title  to  a  tract  of  laud,  containing  one  thousand  arponts, 
in  the  parish  of  East  Feliciana.  The  evidence  of  title  exhibited  by  the  petitioner  is  a  grant  by  the  intend- 
ant.  Morales,  dated  June  9,  1804,  in  favor  of  Santiago  Brannon.  This  grant  purports  on  the  face  of  it  to 
be  in  the  nature  of  a  sale,  at  the  rate  of  one  real  and  a  half  per  arpent,  executed  at  New  Orleans  at  the 
above-mentioned  date,  about  six  months  after  the  actual  surrender  of  that  city  to  the  United  States.  The 
date  of  the  grant  being  subsequent  to  that  of  the  treaty  of  cession  under  which  the  American  government 
has  always  claimed  and  possessed  that  part  of  the  present  State  of  Louisiana,  the  committee  cannot  regard 
it  as  conveying  in  itself  any  title  independently  of  possession  and  cultivation  during  the  period  tliat  the 
Spanish  authorities  retained  possession  and  exercised  authority  de  facto  in  tiiat  part  of  West  Florida. 
There  is  no  evidence  before  the  committee  of  any  occupation  or  cultivation  at  any  time. 

They  therefore  are  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


22d    Con-gress.]  ISTo.    1083.  [2d  Session. 

RELATIVE    TO    THE    SALE    OF    THE    RANGE    OF   LANDS    THROUGH    WHICH    THE    LINE 
DIVIDING  THE  STATES  OF  INDIANA  AND  ILLINOIS  RUNS. 

COMMUXICATED  TO  THE  SEXATE  JAXUARY  2,    1833. 

Mr.  TiPTOx,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  instruc- 
ting them  to  inquire  whether  further  legislation  was  necessary  to  enable  the  President  of  the  L'nited 
States  to  cause  the  public  lands  in  range  ten  west  of  the  second  meridian,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  to 
be  brought  into  market,  reported: 

That  the  line  dividing  the  States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  as  designated  and  established  under  the 
joint  sanction  of  these  States,  from  a  point  on  the  AVabash,  tlue  north,  to  Lake  Michigan,  passes  through 
range  ten  west;  that,  in  establishing  the  State  lino,  no  notice  was  taken  of  the  surveys  of  the  public  lands 
nor  was  the  intersection  of  those  public  surveys  with  the  State  line  noted,  so  as  to  show  the  correct 
fractions  and  subdivisions  of  the  public  lands  on  each  side  of  the  State  line.  It  also  appears,  by  a  corre- 
spondence between  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  and  the  surveyors  general  of  Cincinnati 
and  St.  Louis,  which  has  been  examined  by  your  committee,  that  in  November,  1827,  instructions  were 
issued  to  the  surveyor  general  in  Ohio,  directing  him  to  connect  the  surveys  of  the  sections  caused  to  be 
made  fractional,  on  each  side  of  the  State  line,  with  the  line  itself.  This  order  not  having  been  complied 
with,  similar  instructions  were  issued  in  December,  1828,  to  the  survej'or  general  dt  St.  Louis,  who  replied, 
in  1829,  that  he  had  made  application  to  several  surveyors  to  do  this  work,  and  that  no  one  could  be  found 
for  the  price  allowed  by  law,  of  three  dollars  per  mile  to  retrace  the  old  line  and  to  connect  the  public 
surveys  with  the  State  line.  Consequently  these  lands  could  not  be  oftcred  for  sale;  and  the  committee 
report  a  bill. 


22d  Coxgress.]  No.   1084.  l2d  Session. 

ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COMMUXICATED  TO  THE  SEXATE  JANUARY  4,    1833. 

Mr.  PoixDE.XTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Calvin 
Smith,  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  praying  to  be  confirmed  in  his  title  to  a  tract  of  land, 
containing  the  quantity  of  thirteen  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  lying'  and  being'  in  the  district 
of  Baton  Rouge  and  State  of  Louisiana,  or  to  be  allowed  to  locate  a  like  quantity  of  land  on  any  public 
land  subject  to  entry  at  private  sale,  reported: 
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and  inafk  tbo  bcmiularies  of  said  tract  nf  land,  in  tlic  name  and  U<y  flir  hmi'lil  nf  said  f'alvin  Sndtli,  llic 
petitiuner;  that  tlio  snrvov  was  accordinj^dy  made  ami  rciiiliid  un  tiic  I'llili  dax  o|'  Orli.licr,  Isdii,  anil  ihc 
land  actually  occupied  and  cultivated  by  llic  |H'tilinn<'r  and  liis  tenants  fiinn  tiic  ilalc  dl'  said  snr\ry  until 
the  year  1813;  that  the  claim  was  reixuhiriy  liled  w  itii  the  ic^istci-  ul  tla-  land  nllici.'  at  St.  Helena,  in  said 
district,  and  proof  of  settlement  and  occuiiancy  ol'  the  tract  made  1ml  not  coiilirmed  by  tlie  register  and 
receiver,  acting  as  land  commissioners,  liccause  the  petitioner  had  received  a  grant  from  the  Spanish 
government  for  a  small  tract  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  in  said  district.  In  all  uther  respects 
the  commissioners  admit  the  claim  to  have  been  iiroven  according  to  law.  Your  conniiittee  arc  of  opinion 
that,  inasmuch  as  the  warrant  or  order  of  survey  for  the  tract  id'  tliiileen  hundred  and  twenty  arpents  was 
founded  on  a  purchase  made  by  the  petitioner  of  a  settlement  right  recogui/.ed  by  the  Spanish  government, 
he  ought  not,  in  equity  and  justice,  to  be  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  his  contract,  which  was  held  to  be 
valid  by  the  Spanish  authorities,  and  which  was  carried  into  etfect  by  the  order  of  survey  of  Governor  De 
Grand  I're,  on  the  ground  of  the  inconsiderable  grant  made  to  him  prior  to  that  time,  on  bis  own  right. 
The  claim  appears  to  your  committee  to  be  in  all  respects  fair  and  e([uitable,  and  they  therefore  report  a 
bill  in  conformity  with  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner. 


22d   Coxgress.)  No.    1085.  [2n  Ses.sion. 

CORRESPONDENCE  AND  INSTRUCTIONS  RELATIVE  TO  SURVEYS  OF  PRIVATE  CONFIRMED 

LAND  CLAIMS  IN  FLORIDA. 

COM-MUXICiTED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    EEPRESEXT.U'IVES    JANU.VRY    4,    1833. 

Letter  from  the  Sccretanj  of  the  Treasury  upon  the  Mitijed  of  private  confirmed  land  clainiif  in  Florida,  rendered, 
in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Hou.<€  of  Representatives  of  the  llth  ultimo. 

Tre.vsury  Dei'-\rtme.\t,  January  4,  1833. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  prepared 
in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  dated  the  llth  ultimo,  accompanied  by  copies 
of  the  correspondence  on  the  subjects  embraced  in  the  resolution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  j-our  obedient  servant, 

LOUIS  McLANE,  Secretary  nf  tJie  Treasury. 
lion.  Spe.iicer  cf  tlw  House  of  Rrpresentalives. 


Gen'er.vl  L.vxd  Office,  January  2,  1833. 

Tiie  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Ollice,  to  whom  has  been  referred  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  (d'  tlie  lltli  ultimo,  which  requires  the  Secretary  of  tlio  Treasury  to  inform  that  House  "what 
causes  have  prevented  the  survey  of  the  private  confirmed  land  claims  in  Florida;  and  whether  any  errors 
were  made  in  the  surveys  in  West  Florida  which  caused  their  return  to  the  surveyor  geueriil;  and  whether 
any  instructions  were  given  for  the  resurvey,  or  proceedings  instituted  against  the  deputies;  and  whether 
the  United  States  have  Iieen.  or  are  to  be,  charged  with  the  resurvey  out  of  the  public  treasury;  and  that 
he  communicate  the  instructions  given  to  the  surveyor  general  on  the  subject  of  the  survey  of  the  private 
claims,"  has  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  copies  of  all  the  correspondence  between  the  General  Land 
Office  and  the  surveyor  of  the  public  lands  in  Florida  in  relation  to  the  survey  of  the  private  claims  in 
that  Territory,  and  the  correction  of  certain  errors  in  the  surveys  bordering  on  the  river  Escambia. 

From  this  correspondence  it  will  be  seen  that  the  early  attention  of  this  office  was  drawn  to  the 
surveys  of  the  private  claims  in  Florida,  and  that  every  endeavor  has  been  made  by  it  to  insure  the 
progress  of  that  branch  of  the  work  with  all  the  rapidity  and  accuracy  possible.  It  is  apparent,  from  an 
inspection  of  the  township  plats,  that  under  these  instructions  a  great  many  of  the  claims  have  been 
surveyed;  but  that  there  may  be  some  claims  in  those  townships  which  have  not  been  surveyed  is  also 
probable,  as,  notwithstanding  every  exertion  has  been  made  by  the  department  to  induce  the  claimants 
to  aflbrd  that  information  to  the  deputy  respecting  the  localities  and  boundaries  of  their  claims,  which 
could  be  furnished  by  themselves  alone,  it  is  apparent,  from  the  reiiresentations  of  the  surveyor  general 
and  his  deputies,  that  in  many  cases  the  claimants  would  not  aflbrd  tliat  information  by  which  the  surveyor 
Would  liave  to  be  guided  in  tiie  performance  of  his  duty,  and  that  he  has  been  left  entirely"  unassisted  by 
tl;e  parties  individually  interested  in  his  endeavors  to  survey  their  lands  correctly;  and  it  is  very  probable 
that  some  of  the  claims  may  not  have  been  surveyed,  in  consequence  of  the  compensation  allowed  by  law 
being  totally  inadecjuate  to  the  services  required.  This  is  the  case  in  relation  to  Key  West,  and  to  many 
claims  in  Louisiana. 

Part  of  the  country  between  the  Suwannee  river  and  the  Atlantic  ocean,  in  which  there  are  private 
claims,  is  believed  not  to  have  yet  been  surveyed;  and  as  tiie  private  claims  have  to  be  surveyed  and 
numbered  in  connexion  with  the  public  lands,  there  doubtless  are  claims  there  which  have  not  been 
reported  as  surveyed,  and  plats  of  which  cannot  be  returned  to  the  proper  land  oftice  until  the  survey  of 
the  township  in  which  they  arc  included  shall  have  been  examined  and  approved  by  the  surveyor  general. 

That  the  delay  in  issuing  patents  for  the  private  claims  in  F^iorida  is,  in  a  great  measure,  to  be 
attributed  to  causes  over  wdiich  the  surveyor  general  has  not  a  control,  is  apparent  from  his  letter  of 
January  14,  1831,  in  which  he  says:  "In  the  report  you  were  kind  enough  to  send,  I  find  a  remark,  under 
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the  licail  (if  Fldriila,  tliat.  many  iirivatc  claims  liavc  lircn  surveyed,  but  no  certificates  have  been  forwarded, 
which  (lu.n'ht  to  have  lieeji  received  Ion;;'  since.  1  hope  tiie  delincjuency  was  not  intondeJ  to  bo  applied 
to  this  ofiice,  as  I  claim  to  have  complied  with  the  act  of  Congress  on  that  subject,  and  under  which  the 
register  is  recjuiredto  i'orii-ard  certificates  for  data  to  govern  the  issuing  of  the  patents,"  and  from  the  fact 
of  the  register  of  the  land  office  at  Tallahassee  having  forwarded  to  this  office  about  one  hundred  certifi- 
cates for  those  claims,  but  which,  in  consequence  (jf  the  defects  therein,  I  had  to  return  to  him  during  the 
last  winter  for  correction.     They  have  not  been  reforwarded  to  this  office. 

Some  of  the  surve^'ing  of  the  swamps  on  the  Escambia  river  proving  erroneous,  the  plats  were 
returned  to  tlie  surveyor  general  for  correction;  but  in  consequence  of  the  nature  of  the  ground,  of  high 
waters,  and  of  the  sickness  of  the  deputies  employed  in  that  work,  it  was  not  until  April  11,  1832,  that 
the  surveyor  general  was  enabled  to  report  the  work  as  having  been  performed,  although  the  plats  have 
not  yet  reached  this  ofiice.  All  the  correspondence  on  this  subject  will  be  found  among  the  papers  here- 
with transmitted. 

In  cases  of  errors  in  surveying,  the  deputies  who  executed  the  work,  where  it  is  not  fully  and  satis- 
factorily proved  that  those  errors  liave  arisen  from  causes  which  they  could  not  contrcjl,  are  required  to 
make  the  requisite  corrections  without  any  compensation  therefor;  and  as,  by  the  letter  of  October  20, 
1825,  from  the  surveyor  general,  it  appears  that  in  all  cases  he  has  taken  bonds  from  his  deputies,  with 
good  and  sufficient  security  in  the  sum  of  $10,000  for  the  correct  and  faithful  execution  of  their  contracts, 
any  expense  which  may  be  incurred  in  correcting  their  work  will  be  reimbursed  by  legal  proceedings 
under  those  bonds.  From  an  examination  of  the  accounts  of  the  surveyor  general,  which  have  been 
rendered  to  the  30th  of  September  last,  it  does  not  appear  that  any  charge  is  made  therein  for  resurveys 
or  corrections. 

Part  of  the  delay  which  occurred  in  reporting  the  surveys  to  this  office  has  doubtless  been  occasioned 
by  the  long-continued  illness  of  the  surveyor  general  and  of  the  clerks  employed  in  liis  office;  and,  at 
the  date  of  the  last  letter  from  the  surveyor  general,  he  was  so  sick  as  to  prevent  his  attention  to  business. 

All  which  is  respectful}'  submitted. 

ELIJAH  IIAYWARD,  Cummi^sioner. 

Hon.  Louis  McLane,  Secretary  (if  the  Treasun/. 


Lid  of  letters  to  Robert  Butler,  surveyor,  dc,  at  Tallahattaee,  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Laud  Office, 
transmitted  with  the  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated  January  2,  1833. 


Extract  of  letter  dated    August 

Do do September 

Do do October 

Copy do March 

Extract do April 

Copy do Tune 

Do do October 

Do do February 

Do do March 

Extract do March 

Do do April 

Copy do April 

Do do April 

Do do May 

Do do June 

Do do July 

Do do August 

Do d(_i February 


Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Extract 


.do. 

.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.  March 
.April 
.June 
.  *June 
.  *  July 


.do August 

.do August 

Copy do September 

Do do September 

Do do October 

Do do January 


20, 
15, 

^, 
2 

1, 
It!, 

26, 

8, 
31, 
19, 
26, 
26, 
T, 
1, 
20, 
18, 
22, 
27, 

^i. 
6, 

n, 

25, 

1, 
29, 
13, 
23, 
31, 
20, 


1825 
1825. 
1825. 
1826. 
1826. 
1826. 
1826. 
1827. 
1827. 
1827. 
1827. 
1827. 
1827. 
1827. 
1827. 
1827. 
1827. 
1828. 
1828. 
1828. 
1828. 
1828. 
1828. 
1828. 
1828. 
1828. 
1828. 
1828. 
1829. 


Extract  of 

letter  dated 

February 

10, 

1829 

Copy 

....do 

.May 

5, 

1829 

Do 

....do 

.May 

26, 

1829 

Do 

....do 

.August 

28, 

1829 

Do 

....do 

.  Septenibei 

9, 

1829 

Do 

....do 

.November 

26, 

1829 

Do 

....do 

.  December 

11, 

1829 

Do 

....do 

.  December 

11, 

1829 

Do 

....do 

.February 

3, 

1830 

Do 

....do 

.February 

18, 

1830 

Do 

....do 

.July 

10, 

1830 

Do 

....do 

.  October 

26, 

1830 

Do 

....do 

.October 

26, 

1830 

Do 

....do 

.December 

16, 

1830 

Extract 

....do 

.February 

8, 

1831 

Co  ly 

do 

.August 

23, 

1831 

Do 

....do 

.  August 

29, 

1831 

Do 

....do 

.  October 

n. 

1831 

Do 

....do 

.January 

30, 

1832 

Do 

....do 

.March 

13, 

1832 

Do 

....do 

.May 

4, 

1832 

Do 

....do 

.May 

29, 

1832 

Do 

....do 

.July 

5, 

1832 

Do 

....do 

.August 

23, 

1832 

Do 

....do 

.  Scptenibci 

27, 

1832 

Do 

....do 

.  November 

19, 

1832 

Do 

....do 

.  November 

28, 

1832 

Do 

....do 

.  December 

n, 

1832 

°  And  enclosures. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  Robert  Butler,  esq.,  surveyor  general, 

dated  August  20,  1825. 

By  surveying  and  sectioning  large  ([uantities  of  land  in  Louisiana  and  Mississippi  before  the  private 
claims  were  finally  acted  upon,  and  including  much  barren  piney  land,  the  government  and  individuals 
have  been  put  to  great  inconvenience,  and  much  money  has  been  unnecessarily  expended.  Your  instruc- 
tions were  given  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  the  same  errors.  The  object  of  the  government 
is,  for  the  present,  to  bring  into  market  the  lands  in  Florida  which  are  entirely  exempt  from  private 
claims,  and  which  may  be  most  in  demand  for  the  accommodation  of  actual  settlers.  You  will  therefore 
take  care  to  have  no  township  sectioned  in  which  there  are  private  claims. 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commiiixioner  of  the  Grwraf  Land   O/Jire  to  Rutirrt  Butler,  eaq.,  dated   Scjiteml/er 

15,  1S25. 

It  is  desirable  that  all  the  township  lines  in  \\'(^st  Florida  should  be  (•(jnipleted,  so  tliat  thi'  luivate 
claims  may  bo  laid  oil'  whenever  thej-  shall  be  eonlirnied  by  (Jonj^'vess;  Init  it  will  not  be  ncc-cssaiy  to 
section  off  more  lands  than  will  be  e(|nul  to  fifty  complete  townships  annually,  hereafter,  in  West  Floi'ida. 
It  is  desirable  that  the  lands  in  East  Florida,  between  the  Suwannee  and  the  Atlantic  and  adjacent  lo  the 
Georg-ia  line,  should  be  surveyed  into  townships,  and  that  twenty  townships  nl'  the  best  of  these  lands 
whicli  may  be  clear  of  private  claims  and  the  most  demanded  by  purchasers  should  be  prepared  for  sale 
previous  to  December,  1S2G.  As  it  is  probable  that  the  surveying-  of  the  private  claims  in  \\'<'st  Florida 
may  be  commenced  as  soon  in  the  autumn  of  1826  as  the  survej'ors  can  venture  to  survey,  it  will  be 
proper  for  you  to  make  some  estimate  of  the  expenses  for  surveying-  on  that  account.  You  will,  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible,  forward  the  township  plats  of  the  surveying-  executed  and  charged  in  your  accounts, 
as  those  accounts  cannot  lie  settled  until  they  are  forwarded. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the    Commissioner  of  the  General  Land   Office  to  Rohert   liutler,  esq.,  dated  Octoher 

1,  1825. 

I  wish  you,  as  soon  as  possible  after  your  return  to  Tallahassee,  to  fnrnish  me  with  an  estimate 
founded  on  the  amount  of  surveying-  required  by  my  letter  of  the  15tii  Seiiti'mbj_'r  last,  to  wit:  All  the 
township  lines  yet  bi  be  run  in  ^^'"est  Florida,  and  the  sectioning  of  a  portion  thereof  equal  to  fifty  town- 
ships, and  the  tmvnship  lines  in  East  Florida,  between  the  Suwannee  and  the  Atlantic,  and  the  sectioning 
of  twenty  townships  tliereof.  The  township  lines  to  bo  estimated  for  in  East  Florida  may  be  extended 
south  to  the  north  boundary  lino  of  the  tract  reserved  for  the  Indians,  and  to  such  points  on  the  St.  John's 
and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  as  you  may  deem  expedient,  and  also  for  the  probable  expense  of  surveying  the 
private  claims  within  such  townships. 

The  object  in  wishing-  to  have  the  township  lines  run  is  to  obtain  a  general  knowledge  of  the  country, 
and,  when  Congress  shall  have  acted  finally  on  the  private  claims,  then  to  direct  the  whole  force  of  your 
department  to  the  surveying  of  the  confirmed  claims,  connecting  them  with  the  township  lines,  giving- 
them  their  proper  numbers,  so  tliat  they  may  be  patented,  and  preparing-  for  sale  the  residue  of  the  public 
land  in  each  township  containing-  private  claims  that  may  be  required  for  sale. 

lu  all  cases  where  the  lines  to  be  run  cannot  be  specially  described  in  the  contract,  the  deputy  should 
state  in  his  field-notes  the  particular  contract  under  which  he  acted,  and  the  date  of  the  contract  should 
be  inserted  in  the  township  plats.  Without  this  precaution  you  would  find  it  difficult  hereafter  to  compel 
the  contractor,  under  the  form  of  contract  adopted  by  you,  to  pay  for  the  correction  of  incorrect  sur- 
veying. 

The  repetition  of  my  instructions  relative  to  townships  containing-  private  claims,  in  my  letter  of  the 
20th  of  August  last,  was  not  intended  to  convey  the  idea  that  there  had  been  any  deviation  from  my 
previous  instructions,  as  I  had  no  information  or  suspicion  of  any  such  deviation. 


Gexerai,  Laxd  Offick,  March  2,  1S2C. 

Sir:  I  have  to  state  that  it  is  discovered  your  deputy  surveyors  have  charged  f"or  surveying  the  line 
run  by  General  L'(jflee  as  the  south  boundary  of  Alabama,  in  some  instances  where  said  line  forms  the 
north  boundary  of  the  adjacent  townships  in  Florida.  The  same  is  tlie  case  -with  those  surveys  east  of 
the  Chattahootchin,  bounded  by  the  line  run  by  you  Iietween  Georgia  and  Florida.  As  it  is  to  be  sup- 
posed that  the  Alabama  and  Georgia  lines  were  marked  with  sufficient  distinctness,  I  can  see  no  necessity 
for  any  resurvey  of  such  portions  of  them  as  form  the  north  boundary  of  the  townshiiis  adjacent.  There 
may,  however,  for  ought  I  know,  be  special  instances  where  a  resurvey  of  some  portions  of  these  lines 
might  be  aetuallj^  necessary.  If  such  instances  were  found  to  be,  the  deputy  survej'or  will  have  to 
advise  you  of  the  particular  facts  in  order  that  you  may  certify  them  oftieiall}-.  Meantime  I  have  to 
advise  you  that  none  of  the  charges  can  be  admitted  until  the  First  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  can  be 
certified  that  the  rcsurveys  were  actually  necessary.  Your  explanation  should  therefore  be  made  as  soon 
as  practicable. 

I  am,  &c., 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 

Robert  Buti.er,  Esc].,  Surveyor,  i{-c.,  Tallahassee,  Florida. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Covimissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  lo  Robert  Butler,  esq.,  dated  pie  iith  of 

Aqwil,  1820. 

A  bill  is  preparing,  and  which,  if  passed  before  Congress  rises,  will  enable  you  to  commence  the 
surveying  of  the  private  claims  in  Florida  as  early  in  tlie  autumn  as  the  climate  will  admit,  and  under 
the  provisions  of  which  I  have  no  doubt  that  you  will  execute  the  whole  of  the  public  and  private  surveys 
in  Florida  at  a  much  earlier  period  than  those  in  Louisiana  will  be  closed,  although  they  have  been  nearly 
twenty  years  in  progress. 


General  Land  Office,  t7"i(ii(?  1,  1820. 

Sir:  An  act  to  provide  for  the  surve3-ing  of  private  claims  in  Florida  was  passed  by  the   House  of 

Representatives,  but  I  very  much  regret  that  it  was  laid  over  in  the  Senate  for  want  of  time  to  act  upon  it. 

As  it  is  probable  that  this  bill  will  be  acted  upon,  and  become  a  law,  at  a  very  early  period  of  the 
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next  session  of  Congress,  and  as  little  or  no  progress  can  be  made  in  surveying-  the  private  claims  unnl 
November  next,  and  it  being  somewhat  doubtful  huw  far  the  jiruvisions  of  the  loth  section  of  the  act  of 
1823  repeals  those  of  the  6th  section  of  the  act  of  the  Sth  May,  1822,  it  may  be  advisable  to  suspend  all 
contracts  for  the  survey  of  private  claims  for  the  present.  If,  however,  individuals  insist  upon  having 
their  claims  surveyed  and  connected  with  the  township  lines  at  their  own  expense,  you  may  cause  such 
surveys  to  be  made,  provided  they  be  within  the  township  lines  that  have  been  run. 

I  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  the  bill  above  referred  to  as  it  was  amended  and  passed  the 
House  of  Kepresentatives.     Under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  I  have  no  doubt  that  you  would,  in  a  very 
short  period,  be  enabled  to  complete  the  whole  of  the  surveys  of  the  private  claims  in  Florida. 
With  great  respect,  &c., 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 

As  no  advances  can  be  made  on  account  of  the  surveying  of  private  claims,  I  presume  the  amount 
forwarded  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  demands  on  you  for  surveying  actually  executed  for  1826. 


General  Land  Office,  October  16,  1826, 

Sir:  I  some  time  since  forwarded  to  you  a  copy  of  a  bill  reported  at  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
relative  to  the  surveying  of  private  claims.  The  principle  of  the  bill  was  that  all  conlirmed  claims  which 
had  heretofore  been  actually  surveyed  under  the  Spanish  government  should  be  resurveyed  at  the  puldic 
expense.  You  will  much  oblige  me  by  furnishing  an  estimate  of  the  expense  which  the  public  would 
incur  in  making  such  resurveys  in  Florida,  and  what  portion  of  it  would  be  required  for  the  year  1821. 
This  bill  not  having  been  acted  upon,  your  surveying  for  the  winter  of  182T  will  necessarily  be  very  much 
curtailed.  You  have  already  more  township  lines  surveyed  than  will  be  required,  or  which  can  be  sec- 
tioned oti'  for  two  years.  You  will  find  much  embarrassment  arising  from  surveying  so  many  township 
lines  run  previous  to  sectioning  of  them  off,  particularly  if  the  sectioning  of  them  is  delayed  for  any 
length  of  time.  My  instructions  to  run  off  the  township  lines  were  given  in  consequence  of  the  peculiar 
situation  and  extent  of  the  jirivate  claims,  and  from  a  firm  belief  that  an  act  relative  to  the  sur%^eyiug 
the  private  claims  would  have  been  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress.  That  act  having  been  deferred 
from  the  want  of  time  to  act  upon  it,  it  becomes  necessary  and  proper  to  curtail  our  surveying  operations 
until  next  fall,  when  I  hope  much  may  and  will  be  done.  The  lands  which  I  think  it  now  most  desirable 
to  have  surveyed  are  those  lying  south  of  the  St.  John's  river,  and  between  that  river  and  the  Atlantic, 
as  far  south  as  Smyrna;  and  as  this  section  of  the  country  is  principally  covered  by  private  claims,  many 
of  which  have  not  yet  been  confirmed,  I  should  think  it  better  to  suspend  the  contracts  until  the  claims 
are  finally  acted  upon,  when  the  contracts  can  be  made  for  the  complete  surveying  of  the  townships.  The 
only  surveying,  therefore,  which  I  think  you  would  be  authorized  to  contract  for,  at  present,  for  the  year 
1827,  would  be  for  the  sectioning  of  such  townships  the  lines  of  which  had  been  run,  which  are  of  good 
quality,  and  which  were  certainly  known  to  contain  no  private  claim.  If  there  be  any  of  this  description 
between  the  Suwannee  and  the  Atlantic,  they  should  be  surveyed  this  winter,  so  as  to  bring  them  into 
market  as  soon  as  possible.  If  an  act  pass  at  the  ensuing  session  of  Congress  authorizing  the  survey  of 
the  private  claims  at  the  public  expense,  it  will  embrace  an  appropriation  for  that  purpose;  and  the  sur- 
veying of  the  private  claims  at  the  public  expense  may  commence  as  soon  as  practicable  next  autumn. 
It  would,  however,  be  prudent  to  make  contracts  in  anticipation. 
AVith  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 

Col.  Robert  Butler,   Tallahassee,  Floiida. 


General  Land  Office,  February  26,  1827. 

Sir:  I  have  now  the  satisfaction  to  transmit  a  paper  containing  a  copy  of  the  act  to  provide  for  the 
confirmation  and  settlement  of  private  land  claims  in  East  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes.  You  will 
perceive  that  the  seventh  and  subsequent  sections  of  this  bill  provides  for  the  surveying  andconnecting 
with  the  township  lines  the  private  confirmed  claims,  and  for  designating  on  the  township  plats  the 
unconfirmed  claims,  over  3,500  acres,  which  have  been  filed  with  the  commissioners.  The  seventh  section 
of  this  act  has  invested  you  with  extensive  powers  and  very  responsible  duties,  both  executive  and  judicial, 
and  for  the  due  execution  of  which  it  will  bo  indispensably  necessary  that  you  commit  the  surveying  and 
laying  down  of  the  private  claims  only  to  your  most  experienced  and  judicious  deputies,  in  the  fidelity 
and  judgment  of  whom  you  have  the  most  implicit  confidence. 

My  letter  addressed  to  j'ou  on  the  9th  of  July,  1824.  with  the  diagrams  accompanying  it,  will  have 
anticipated  the  necessity  ot'^  any  further  instructions  a.s  it  respects  the  mode  of  connecting  the  private 
surveys  with  the  township  lines,  and  giving  to  them  and  the  public  lands  in  each  township  the_  proper 
sectional  number.  The  commission  for  deciding  on  the  private  claims  in  East  Florida  being  still  open, 
it  will  be\iunecessary  to  take  any  immediate  measures  for  surveying  the  claims  in  that  district  which 
have  heretofore  been  confirmed.  Your  labors  at  present  will  therefore  be  exclusively  directed  to  the 
survey  of  the  private  confirmed  claims  in  West  Florida;  and  as  these  are  not  very  numerous,  and  I  believe 
generally  well  defined  and  well  known,  I  trust  that  you  will  be  able  to  have  them  completed  in  a  reason- 
able time  and  without  much  difficulty.  For  this  purpose  I  would  recommend  that  you  divide  West  Florida 
into  such  number  of  districts  as  you  may  deem  expedient  by  natural  boundaries;  that  you  assign  a  par- 
ticular deputy  to  each  of  those  districts,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  survey  the  private  claims,  and  connect 
them  with  the  township  lines;  that  you  give  public  notice  of  the  name,  residence,  and  time  that  such 
deputy  will  attend  in  each  particular  section  of  the  country  for  the  purpose  of  surveying  the  private 
claims;  which  notice  should  include  a  copy  of  the  seventh  and  twelfth  sections  of  the  act  now  for- 
warded. 

The  eighth  section  provides  for  the  return  of  the  surveys  to  the  register  and  receiver.  This  of  course 
cannot  be  done  until  the  township  plats  be  completed.  The  public  lands,  therefore,  in  each  township 
•should  be  surveyed  at  the  same  time  that  the  private  claims  within  the  same  are  surveyed,  if  the  laud  be 


1833.]  CONFIRMED    L  A  NM)    CLAIMS    IN    FLORIDA.  523 

of  that  quality  which  it  i.-^  doeineJ  e.\|irilii'iit  to  section  nil';  ami  nn  this  sulijcct  ymir  dcinitics  iiiusi  lie 
in.striicted  by  j-ou.  The  ninth  section  renuircs  those  claims  whiih  you  nia_y  think  improperly  locateil,  or 
invalid  from  any  cause  arising  out  <if  fraud  or  otherwise,  to  he  (lesi{;'nateil  on  your  plat  in  the  same 
manner  and  bearing  the  same  sectional  numbers  as  if  tliey  had  been  a[)pr(i\ed. 

The  tenth  section  provides  that  the  expense  of  surveying  shall  be  paid  hy  the  public.  There  will  he 
an  appropriation  of  ten  thousand  dollars  applicable  to  this  jiarticular  object,  and  which  I  presume  will 
be  sufficient  to  meet  all  demands  for  the  present  year.  But  should  your  expenditure  necessarily  exceed 
that  amount,  you  will  stipulate  for  the  excess  to  be  paid  from  the  ajipropriation  for  LS28.  The  lines 
actually  run  between  one  private  claim  and  auotlier,  or  between  a  private  claim  and  the  public  lands, 
should  be  but  once  charged,  unless  it  be  indispensabh'  necessary  to  remeasure  (he  same  line  twice.  Your 
account  for  survcj'ing  private  claims  will  be  kept  separate  and  distinct  from  that  for  surveying  the  public 
lands,  and  where  a  line  is  common  to  both  one  half  of  the  expense  must  be  charged  to  each. 

The  11th  section  provides  that  no  patents  shall  issue  for  interfering  claims,  until  there  shall  have 
been  a  legal  decision.  In  all  cases  therefore  of  interference  between  private  claims,  where  there  may  be 
any  doubt  as  to  the  priority  of  title,  it  will  be  prudent  to  run  out  all  the  lines  of  each,  but  in  cases  where 
there  is  no  doubt,  or  where  the  parties  agree,  it  may  lie  proper  to  designate  the  interference  of  the 
weaker  claim  only  by  dotted  lines  on  the  (ilat.  Under  the  [irovisions  of  the  12th  section  you  will  take 
care  to  designate  in  the  township  iilats  the  claims  referred  ti.i,  so  far  as  ycui  are  funushed  with,  or  can 
procure  the  means  of  doing'  so. 

A  remittance  of  five  thousand  dollars  will  be  made  you  immediately  after  tin;  appropriation  is  (lassed, 
for  surveying  the  pirivato  clainis  as  referred  to  above. 

I  would  recommend  that  you  proceed  immediately  to  the  survey  of  the  private  claims  in  the  town, 
neighborhood  of  Pensacola,  the  Barancas,  and  those  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  bay;  and  complete  also 
the  townships  and  fractional  townships  to  which  they  may  extend,  that  the  public  land  within  them  may 
be  brought  into  market,  and  the  private  confirmed  claims  patented. 
I  am,  &c., 

(iEORGE  GRAHAM. 

Col.  Robert  Brn.ER,  Survei/or  Gcnrral,  2aUaha><sec. 


Gen'ee.vl  L.vnd  Offile,  March  8,  1821. 

Sir:  Under  a  belief  that  you  will  be  enabled  immediately  to  proceed  in  the  survey  of  the  private 
claims  on  and  adjacent  to  the  Bay  of  Fensacola,  I  have  requested  that  a  remittance  of  $5,000  on  account 
of  surveying  the  private  claims  should  bo  made  to  you,  and  also  a  remittance  of  the  same  amount  on 
account  of  surveying  the  public  lauds;  this  is  done  to  enable  you  to  have  surveyed  the  residue  of  the 
lands  in  those  townships  particularly  covered  by  private  claims,  where  such  lauds  are  fit  fijr  cultivation. 
Additional  funds  will  be  forwarded  as  you  may  require  them. 
I  am,  &c., 


GEORGE  GRAHAM. 


Robert  Bltlek,  Esq.,  Survojor,  etc.,  Tallahassee. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  if  the  General   Land  OJfiee,  dated  March  31,  1827,  to  Robert 

Butler,  esij. 

As  the  private  CLmlirined  clainis  in  AVest  Florida  are  not  vcrv  numerous,  and  lying  principally  around 
the  bay  of  Pensacola,  I  tlatter  myself  that  you  will  be  able  to  have  them  completed  and  returned  early  in 
the  ensuing  winter. 

It  will  not  be  advisable  to  enter  upon  the  surveying  of  the  private  claims  in  East  Florida  until  the 
final  report  is  made  by  the  commissioners,  which  will  not  be  until  next  winter. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Officeto  Bohert  Butler, esq.,  dated  April  !'..»,  1827. 

Yours  of  the  21st  of  March  is  received,  and  I  enclose  a  copy  of  mine  of  the  8th  of  March  last,  lest  the 
original  may  have  miscarried.  My  wish  is  to  get  all  the  private  claims  in  ^Vest  Florida  surveyed  and 
returned  in  "the  course  of  this  year  and  the  ensuing  winter.  It  wouhl  not,  I  think,  be  expedient  to  com- 
mence the  surveying  of  these  private  claims,  or  to  extend  the  surveying  of  the  public  lands  in  East  Florida, 
until  the  final  confirmation  by  Congress  of  the  reports  of  the  commissioners,  which  will,  I  presume,  be 
had  at  the  next  session. 

Should  the  surveying  of  the  private  claims  in  West  Florida  exceed  $10,000,  the  excess  must  be  paid 
from  the  appropriation  of  1828. 


Gexee.u,  L.v.nd  Office,  Ajjril  26,  1827. 

Sm  :  Yours  of  the  10th  instaut  has  been  received.  Presuming  that  you  either  have  or  can  olitain  a 
correct  plan  of  the  town  of  Pensacola,  as  enlarged  and  extended  under  the  Spanish  authorities,  I  should 
think  that  it  would  be  unnecessarj'  to  resurvey  the  same.  The  confirmation  by  the  commissioners  having 
designated  the  number  of  the  lot  and  its  dimensions,  it  will  be  only  necessary  to  furnish  to  this  oflice  and 
to  the  register  of  the  land  oflice  a  certified  copy  of  the  plan  of  the  town,  exhibiting,  in  diflereut  colors, 
the  lots  confirmed  to  individuals,  the  public  squares  and  proiierty  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  town,  and 
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the  lots,  if  any,  which  are  now  subject  to  be  sold  by  the  United  States.  Such  a  plan  will  be  suflScient  to 
enable  the  register  to  issue  his  certificate,  and  tliis  oiBce  to  make  out  the  patent.  We  have  a  copy  of  the 
English  plan  of  the  town  of  Pensacola,  which,  as  it  niaj'  possibly  be  of  some  use  to  you,  shall  be  forwarded. 
I  forward  \)y  this  mail  a  printed  copj'  of  tlie  report  of  the  commissioners,  which  should  have  been  forwarded 
at  an  earlier  period,  but  from  the  belief  that  you  were  in  possession  of  a  copj'.  You  will  be  particular  in 
laying  down  the  public  lands  reserved  for  the  ports  and  navy  yard.  The  lots  in  the  village  of  St.  Charles 
de  Barancas  I  do  not  consider  as  confirmed;  the  occupants  must  remain  at  the  will  of  tlie  government. 
I  am,  &c., 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 
Robert  Butler,  Esq.,  Surveyor  General,  Tallaha>isee. 


General  Land  Office,  April  28,  1827. 

Sie:  I  have  sent  you  by  this  day's  mail  a  plan  of  the  town  of  Pensacola. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 
Robert  Butler,  Esq.,  Surveyor  General,  TaUahagaee. 


General  Land  Office,  May  7,  1827. 

Sir:  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretarj'  of  the  Navy,  accompanied  by  a  plat  of  the  lands 
reserved  for  the  Pensacola  navy  yard,  and  have  to  request  that  you  will  designate  the  lands  thus 
reserved  on  your  township  plats,  and  that  you  take  care  that  the  survej's  of  confirmed  claiuis  do  not  inter- 
fere with  them. 

The  engineer  department  lias  not  been  able  to  designate  the  lands  reserved  for  military  purposes; 
your  deputies  should  be  requested  to  call  upon  the  oflicers  at  the  Barancas,  and  on  the  engineers  now  in 
Florida,  to  make  designations.  *" 

I  am,  &c., 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 

Robert  Butler,  Esq.,  Surveyor  General,  Tallahafi!;re. 


General  Land  Office,  June  1,  1827. 

Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  15th  of  May  has  been  received.  Charles  Downing,  esq.,  is  the  register  of  the 
land  oflBce  at  St.  Augustine.  I  am  pleased  to  hear  that  you  will  be  enabled  immediately  to  commence  the 
surveying  of  the  private  claims  in  West  Florida,  and  hope  that  j'ou  will  bo  enabled  to  make  complete 
returns  of  all  of  tliern  in  the  course  of  this  winter.  So  soon  as  you  can  make  out  a  plat  of  a  township 
containing  private  claims  you  will  forward  it  to  this  office,  to  enable  us  to  give  such  additional  instruc- 
tions as  may  be  necessary. 

Tlie  tables  of  contents  will  exhibit  the  private  claims  and  the  public  lands  separately,  that  for  the 
public  lands  will,  in  all  cases,  be  added  up  and  exhibit  the  total  i|uaiitity. 

As  the  private  claims  will  sometimes  cross  the  township  lines,  the  totals  in  that  table  cannot  be 
always  accurately  stated.  The  subdivisions  of  the  sections  made  fractional  by  the  private  claims  should 
be  exhibited  on  the  township  plats  in  the  same  manner  as  those  made  fractional  by  other  causes. 

It  is  altogether  at  the  request  of  the  War  Department  that  the  Indian  claims  are  reserved  from  sale. 

I  will  thank  you  to  state,  as  nearly  as  practicable,  what  amount  of  money  will  be  required  by  you  to 
pay  for  surveying  to  be  executed  in  1827.  I  should  think  that  you  have  township  lines  enough  already 
run  out.  It  may  necessarily  be  late  in  the  spring  of  1828  before  you  can  commence  the  surveys  of  the 
private  claims  in  East  Florida;  but  when  you  do  commence  you  should  be  prepared  to  proceed  rapidly 
with  them.  In  the  meantime  such  townships  in  West  Florida  as  contain  private  claims,  and  those  not 
heretofore  sectioned,  so  far  as  they  embrace  lands  of  good  qualitj'  and  desirable  to  be  brought  into 
market,  ought  to  be  progressing. 
I  am,  &c., 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 

Col.  Robert  Butler,  Tdlahasi^ee,  Florida. 


General  Land  Office,  July  20,  1827. 

Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  3d  instant  has  been  received,  and  the  amdunt  of  funds  stated  will  be  remitted 
as  required. 

I  do  not  perceive  the  necessity  of  running  the  township  lines  through  Forbes's  claim  at  present;  that 
claim  has  not  been  confirmed,  and  Vvill,  of  course,  be  subject  to  much  litigation;  and  it  will  be  advisable 
to  postpone  these  survc.ys  until  they  become  absolutely  ni?cessary. 

I  am  much  surprised  that  no  regular  plat  of  the  city  of  Pensacola  is  to  be  had,  as  the  commissioners 
in  making  their  confirmations  refer  to  the  number  of  each  lot.  I  am  pleased,  however,  to  find  that  your 
deputy  will  bo  able  to  make  out  a  correct  plan  of  the  town. 

The  call  of  about  such   a  distance,  or  about  such  a  course  will  generally  be  controlled  and  explained 
by  some  other  call  or  circumstance  more  specific,  but  where  a  location  is  entirely  dependent  on  the  call  of 
about  north-northeast  or  northeast,  the  courts   have  decided  that  the  line  be  run  north-northeast  or  north- 
east, or  the  particular  course  called  for,  without  reference  to  the  word  about. 
I  am,  (fcc, 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 

Col.  Robert  Butler,  Surveyor  General,  Tallahassee. 
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(iKN'KUAI.  Lanh   Oitiit.,  Aiujud  18,  L^2T. 

Sir:  Your  favor  uf  the  24tli  ultiiim.  cuvcrinn'  ;i  Irftcr  IVcim  ycnir  ilc]iu(v,  Mr.  Exuni,  CDiiipIainiii;;'  dl' tlie 
diflicultj-  of  siirveyiiiL;-  jii-ivate  claims  in  coiLSfiiuonrr  nf  the  rcliisal  of  tln>  clainiants  to  .show,  or  aiil  in 
showiiij;-  their  boundaries,  lias  been  received.  Tln'  act  ]iass<'d  at  the  last  session  nf  Congress  relative  to 
the  surveying-  of  private  claims  varies  materially  fr.ini  that  originallj' drafteil,  and  is  defective  in  several 
respects;  yet  no  provision  was  made  in  the  act  as  draited  ag-ainst  the  particular  difficulty  your  dejiutj' 
complains  of,  to  wit:  that  the  claimauts  will  not  slmw  their  boundaries.  It  is  difficult,  if  not  impracti- 
cable, to  make  any  legal  provisions  to  which  the  owner  of  a  claim  confirmed  on  a  .surveyor  grant 
could  be  compelled  to  show  their  boundaries.  Tlic  advantages,  however,  of  obtaining  a  resurvey  and 
procuring  a  title  immediately  from  the  United  States  are  such  as,  it  was  presumed,  would  have  made 
every  claimant  anxious  to  obtain  such  resurvey  and  title.  Tlie  <ibject  of  a  resurvey  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  is  to  ascertain  the  vacant  and  public  lauds.  The  claimant  has  obtained,  it  is  true,  a  legal 
right  under  the  confirmation,  but  in  cases  of  controversy  as  to  title,  he  must  be  able  to  show  in  a  court  of 
justice  that  his  siiriri/  icaslegaUi/  made  iindrr  the  Spanish  gorcrnmcnt,  and  must  prove  his  boundaries  :  whereas 
by  a  resurvey  and  title  derived  from  tlio  United  States  he  is  relieved  from  all  difficulty.  These  advantages 
ought  to  induce  all  honest  bona  Jide  claimants  to  give  every  possible  facility  and  information  by  which 
their  claims  cmdd  be  rcsurveyed,  and  a  diflercnt  course  can  be  accounted  for  only  from  ig-norance  or 
fraudulent  intentions;  when  the  refusal  arises  from  the  first  cause,  every  possible  precaution  should  be 
taken  to  satisfy  the  party  of  its  evil  consequences,  and  every  exertion  should  be  made  to  survey  his 
claim  correctly,  but  the  attempts  of  the  latter  should  not  be  permitted  to  arrest  the  progress  of  public 
survej'ing. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  of  the  last  session,  your  surveyors  should  be 
furnished  with  as  accurate  a  description  of  each  claim  confirmed  as  the  records  will  afford;  with  this 
description,  which  is  all  important,  and  such  documents  and  information  as  he  can  procure  from  the 
claimant,  he  is  to  make  the  survey;  but  if  he  cannot  ascertain  the  location  from  the  description  thus 
obtained,  and  the  claimant  refuses  or  declines  to  furnish  the  necessary  information,  then  the  law  cannot 
be  carried  into  effect  in  relation  to  such  claim,  and  the  survey"or  will  proceed  to  survey  the  residuary  lands 
in  the  township  as  public  lands,  leaving  the  claimant  to  establish  his  claim  in  a  court  of  justice,  in  case 
of  controversy  with  otlier  confirmed  claims  or  with  purchasers  mider  direct  title  from  the  United  States. 

Every  precaution  sluiuld  be  taken  to  give  notice  to  claimants  of  the  time  when  the  district  of 
counti^  in  which  their  claims  are  situated  will  be  surveyed;  and  in  the  public  notice  which  you  were, 
in  my  letter  of  the last,  requested  to  give,  you  should  state  distinctly  the  course  that  will  bo  pur- 
sued when  the  boundaries  of  a  claim  cannot  bo  ascertained  from  the  documents  furnished  by  the  keeper 
of  the  archives,  or  those  in  the  possession  of  the  claimant. 

It  is  proper  to  observe  that  the  law  presumes  that  the  information  to  be  derived  from  the  records  will 
enable  the  deputy  to  locate  and  resurvey  the  claim;  but  if  this  inf  irmation  does  not  enable  him  to  make 
the  survey,  and  he  is  obliged  to  depend  upon  the  information  of  the  claimant,  he  should  make  to  you  a 
particular  statement  of  the  facts  to  enable  you  to  exercise  the  powri-  with  whiclj  you  are  invested  bj'  the 
last  clause  of  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  of  February  last.  If  marked  trees  are  shown  by  the 
claimant,  the  deputy  will  generally  be  able,  with  tolerable  accuracy,  to  ascertain  whether  the  age  of  the 
marks  correspond  with  the  date  of  the  survey. 

The  act  of  the  last  session  (1826)  is  altogether  silent  as  to  the  mode  of  surveying  the  few  claims  in 
West  Florida,  which  were  confirmed  on  account  of  occupation  or  cultivation  jirevious  to  1819.  If,  there- 
fore, the  commissioner's  certificate  of  confirmation  does  not  designate  the  manner  in  which  they  are 
to  be  surveyed,  these  lands  must  be  surveyed  as  other  public  lands,  designating  the  section  iu  which  each 
claim,  respectively,  may  lie,  and  particularly  noting  wliether  the  improvements  extend  to  more  than  one 
section,  and  whether  there  be  two  diflercnt  improvements  in  the  same  section.  With  this  information 
the  claims  may  be  located  in  entire  sections,  or  bj'  eighths  of  sections,  in  as  compact  a  form  as  possible, 
so  that  the  actual  improvements  do  not  interfere. 

As  the  survey  of  the  private  claims  will  be  attended  with  some  difficulty,  your  deputies  may  be 
unwilling  to  enter  into  contracts  to  survey  them,  (jr  may  fail  to  execute  those  which  they  have  under- 
taken, you  should,  therefore,  let  them  distinctly  understand  that  no  other  surveying  will  be  contracted  for 
until  the  private  claims  are  surveyed,  and  that  such  deputies  who  contract  and  execute  their  contracts  for 
private  claims  will  have  the  preference  in  obtaining  contracts  for  the  surveying;  and  in  all  cases  where 
a  deputy  fails  to  execute  a  contract  for  surveying  ju-ivate  claims  no  other  should  be  granted  to  him. 

Being  thus  possessed  of  the  views  of  this  office,  and  having  before  you  the  laws  and  the  reports  of  the 
commissioners,  it  is  hoped  and  believed  that  y^iu  will  be  able,  by  a  careful  investigation  of  the  subject,  to 
give  such  particular  instructions  to  your  deputies  as  will  insure  the  survey  of  private  claims  in  West 
Florida.  The  survey  of  them  in  East  Florida  will,  probably,  be  attended  with  more  difficulty  and  embar- 
rassment. It  is  desirable,  therefore,  that  you  should  suggest  such  amendments  of  the  act  of  the  last 
session  as  experience  may  point  out  as  necessary,  and  I  will  submit  them  to  the  Land  Committee 
I  am,  &c., 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 

Col.  Robert  Butler,  Tallahassee. 


General  Land  Office,  February  22,  1828. 

Sir:  Your  account  for  the  fourth  quarter  of  1821,  for  surveying'  private  claims,  and  your  salary  account 
for  the  same  quarter,  have  been  received. 

I  had  hoped  that  greater  jn-ogress  would  have  been  made  in  the  surveying  of  the  private  claims. 

You  will  please  furnish  an  estimate  of  the  sums  that  you  will  probably  reiiuirc  quarterly  for  the  sur- 
veying of  the  public  lands  and  the  private  claims  in  Florida. 

I  am  very  anxious  that  all  the  private  claims  in  West  Fh.irida  should  be  immediately  surveyed,  and 
such  of  the  public  lands  sectioned  off  as  may  be  fit  for  cultivation.  A  bill  now  pending  in  Congress 
(which  I  have  no  doubt  will  pass)  for  extending  the  time  for  deciding  on  private  claims  filed  with  the 
register  and  receiver  of  East  Florida,  will  probably  make  it  inexpedient  to  survey  ;my  private  claims  in 
East  Florida  during  the  present  j'ear. 
With,  &c.,  &c., 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 

Col.  Robert  Bitler,  S.  G.,  TallaJiassee. 
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General  Land  Office,  llarch  2T,  1828. 

Sir:  Your  letters  of  tlie  lltli  instant  have  been  received,  and  I  am  gratified  that  your  deputies  have 
made  returns,  generally,  of  the  surveys  of  private  claims  in  West  Florida. 

I  have  requested  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  transmit  you  $6,000  on  account  of  the  survey  of  the 
public  lands.  The  townships  made  fractional  by  the  Escambia  river  must  be  designated  as  fractional 
townships  No.  — ,  east  or  west  of  the  Escambia.  The  corner  post  having  been  marked,  the  numbers  of 
sections  cannot  now  be  altered. 

I  perceive  no  objection  to  your  issuing  certificates  in  the  case  of  interfering  claims,  provided  you 
endorse  thereon  the  fact  and  the  extent  of  the  interference. 

Claims  founded  and  confirmed  by  the  commissioners  on  grants  and  surveys  should,  as  a  general  rule, 
be  surveyed  in  conformity  to  their  calls,  notwithstanding  the  (piantities  may  vary.     There  may  be  cases 
where  the  excess  is  very  great,  or  where  tlicrc  has  been  evident  error  in  recapitulating  distances,  that 
may  require  correction. 
1  am,  &c.,  &c., 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 

Col.  Robert  Butler,  S.  G.,  Tallahassee. 


General  Land  Office,  A'piHl  14,  1828. 

Sir:  The  townshiii  ])lats  and  field-notes  which  were  received  with  your  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo  arc 
hereby  returned,  in  coiise(]uencc  of  errors  and  imperfections,  some  of  which  are  herein  pointed  out. 

The  north  boundary  of  township  1,  south  of  range  28  west,  having  been  surveyed,  should  be  platted 
a  black  line.     (See  my  letter  of  May  4,  1827.) 

The  surveys  of  private  claims  should  exhibit  on  the  plats  all  the  courses  and  distances,  together  with 
their  connecting  distances  with  the  public  land  surveys,  some  of  which  have  been  omitted. 

Townships  made  fractional  into  one  or  more  fractions,  cast  or  west,  north  or  south,  of  large  rivers  or 

bays,  should  be  titled  "  the  fractional  part  of  township ,  of  range ,  west  of  bay;"  and,  pr^pided 

there  are  no  private  claims  in  such  township  made  fractional,  it  shoidd  maintain  its  regular  sectional 
numbers  without  regard  to  the  numbering  of  other  fractions  of  the  same  township.  (See  the  pencilling 
of  the  fractional  part  of  township  1,  south  of  range  28  west,  cast  of  the  bay  of  St.  Mary's,  herewith 
returned.) 

In  township  3,  south  of  range  .31  west,  section  16  appears  as  containing  1,192  acres,  and  does  not 
aopear  to  have  been  surveyed  in  the  usual  order.  The  meridian  line  of  section  1  should  have  been  con- 
tinued to  the  private  claim  No.  IT;  this  can  now  be  done,  leaving  section  16  with  one  additional  section. 
The  protracting  oi'  the  same  township  in  connexion  with  2  south,  of  range  31  west,  is  discovered  upon  a 
glance  of  the  eye  to  be  erroneously  platted.  On  placing  the  scale  cif  40  to  the  inch  on  lines,  it  is  perceived 
that  there  are  numerous  errors  in  the  distances.  (See  pencilling  on  townships  2  and  3,  range  31  and  1, 
range  28  south  and  west,  for  some  of  them.) 

When  the  private  claims  are  exhibited  on  the  township  plats,  all  the  section  lines  must  he  perfecthj 
protracted.     (Sec  my  letter  (jf  instructions  of  9th  July,  1824.) 

Township  plats  returned  incomplete  by  reason  of  the  land  not  being  fit  for  cultivation,  being  inundated, 
low,  marsh,  or  other  cause,  should  be  accompanied  by  explanations,  cither  by  letter  or  marginal  notes  on 
the  township  plats,  for  the  information  of  this  ofBce. 

The  lield-notos,  herel)y  returned,  do  not  appear  to  have  been  made  out  agreeable  to  my  letter  of 
instructions  of  July  9,  1824;  these  are,  however,  returned  for  your  certificate  of  examination. 
I  am,  &c.,  &c., 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 

Col.  Robert  Butler,  Siirvct/or  General,  Tallahassee. 


General  Land  Office,  June  6,  1828. 

Sir:  I  enclose  the  copj'  of  an  act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  providing  for  the  settlement  and 
confirmation  of  private  land  claims  in  Florida,  and  also  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  register  and  receiver 
of  the  land  office  at  St.  Augustine,  acting-  as  commissioners,  and  referred  to  in  the  2d  section  of  the  act. 

You  will  perceive  that  the  first  section  of  the  act  confiruLs  specifically  three  claims  in  West  Florida, 
and  such  claims  in  East  Florida  as  have  been  recommended  for  confirmalion  by  the  commissioners,  or  by  the 
register  and  receiver  acting  as  commissioners,  on  the  conditions  and  to  the  extent  particularly  stated  in 
the  act. 

These  claims  correspond  verj' nearly,  if  not  precisely,  with  those  referred  to  in  the  12th  section  of  the 
act  approved  the  8th  of  February,  1827,  and  it  is  therefore  necessary  that,  under  the  provisions  of  that 
section,  they  be  accurately  laid  down  on  the  township  plats  returned  to  the  land  offices  and  to  this  office. 

If  the  three  claims  in  'West  Florida,  confirmed  bj^  this  act,  have  not  been  laid  down  on  your  plats, 
j'ou  will  cause  them  to  be  so  laid  down  as  siion  as  practicable.  I  understand  that  the  claimant  of  No.  10 
is  disposed  to  avail  liimself  of  the  conditions  of  the  act. 

The  4th  section  of  the  act  having  prolonged  the  time  for  the  adjudicating  on  the  private  land  claims  in 
East  Florida,  I  am  appreh(.'nsive  tliat  a  further  delay  of  the  public  surveys  will  be  unavoidable  ;  if,  how- 
ever, on  advising  with,  and  obtaining  the  necessary  information  from  the  register  and  receiver  at  St. 
Augustine,  you  may  be  of  opinion  that  j'ou  can,  with  propriety,  extend  your  surveys  in  East  Florida,  you 
■will  proceed  to  do  so  as  early  as  practicable  in  the  ensuing  autumn. 

The  6th  section  of  the  act  provides  for  a  judicial  decision  of  all  the  claims  under  the  treaty  with  Spain 
not  settled  by  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  which  have  not  been  reported  as  antedated  or  otherwise 
fraudulent,  and  whicli  contain  a  greater  quantity  of  land  than  the  commissioners  were  authorized  to  decide, 
as  it  would  be  unavailable  for  tlie  goverimient  to  proceed  to  the  sale  of  the  land  that  may  be  thus  claimed. 


1833.J  (JON  Fl  i;.\l  Ell    LANK    C  h  A  J  M  S    IN    KI.OKIDA  527 


It  will  bo  necessary  for  yuu  to  lay  down  on  the  township  plats  the  claims  of  this  <lcscri|)tion,  so  far  as  it 
can  be  done  from  the  information  lilcd  witii  the  coniniissinncrs,  or  lliat  olitained   from  otlicr  som'ces,  with 
the  view  of  withholding  the  lands  from  sale  until  there  be  a   judicial  decision,  or  IIk'  idainnints  shall  liavc 
failed  to  avail  thems(dves  of  the  provisions  of  this  act. 
I  am,  &c.,  &c.. 


Col.  RouERT  Butler,  Skvitiji})'  (itncral,  7\illiiliiissiv. 


cKonnE  <;i;aiia.m. 


Gexf.r.\l  L.\n"d  Office,  June  17,  1828. 

Sir:  I  enclose,  for  your  information,  an  extract  of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  on  the  15th  instant,  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Wliitc,  in  relation  to  the  surveying'  of  some  conlirmed  claims  in  Fhn-ida.  The  3d  section  of  the 
act  of  the  2'2d  of  April,  182(5,  havinn-  conlirmed  the  Sjiani^ii  rlaim:^  cimtained  in  the  special  reports,  num- 
bered 1  to  30,  alluded  to  by  Mr.  White,  it  is  |)n'sumeil  that  ynu  have,  prior  In  this,  directed  them  to  be 
surveyed.  I  am,  &e.,  &c., 

(1EU1!(;K  Cli.MIAM. 

Ool.  Robert  Butler,  if-c.,  (f-c,  Tallahat'siv. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  honorable  Joseph  M.  White  tn  llie  Cununigsioner  of  the  General  Land  Ojjiee^  dated 

June  15,  1828. 

"  I  will  also  respectfully  suggrcst  that  in  the  commissioner's  reports  of  West  Florida,  numbered  from 
one  to  thirty,  the  act  of  Cong-ress  for  conlirming-  that  report  confirmeil  all  the  Spanish  conllicting-  claims, 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  British,  and  among-  them  was  one  of  Francisco  Bonal,  fox  an  island  in  the  Escambia 
river,  of  T,000  arpents,  that,  I  learn,  has  not  been  surveyed,  although  conlirmed  in  the  iirst  act;  and  it 
may  be  that  the  thirty  are  in  the  same  condition.  Some  instructions  may  be  necessary  on  that  point.  I 
would  also  take  it  as  a  favor  if  orders  were  given  to  the  surveyor  general  to  have  all  the  claims  confirmed 
surveyed,  as  directed  by  the  act  of  Congress.  I  understand  that  the  deputy  informed  Colonel  Searcy,  the 
draughtsman,  that  an  island  owned  by  me  had  increased  lately,  and  the  same  deputy  wrote  to  my  agent 
that  he  did  not  survey  it  because  ho  had  no  one  to  show  it  "to  him.  It  seems  that  he  could  not  find  it, 
and  yet  knew  it  had  increased  in  size.  This  island  was  granted  as  an  island,  "  poco  mas  o  7nenos,"  more  or 
less,  and  has  not  increased.  It  never  was  surveyed,  but  a  plat  was  made,  which  has  been  furnished,  and 
was  granted  to  a  Spanish  officer,  for  his  public  services,  as  containing  800  arpents,  inore  or  less.  It 
probably  contains  double  the  quantity,  and  did  when  it  was  granted.  It  is  diili(.-ult  to  bo  surveyed,  but 
that  is  no  reason  for  its  postponement.  "When  the  law  directs  a  public  officer  to  do  an  act,  and  he  is  also 
instructed  to  by  the  head  of  hi.s  department,  and  fails,  I  know  the  legal  remedy;  but  I  have  no  desire  to 
resort  to  it,  if  the  surveyor  or  his  deputies  do  not  neglect  it  intentionally.  I  have,  as  yet,  no  other  reason 
than  the  fact  above  to  suppose  that  the  excuse  of  the  deputy  was  a  good  one,  and  request  that  he  be 
again  instructed  to  make  the  survey;  and  if  I  am  informed  when  they  are  there,  or  my  agent,  we  will 
send  to  show  him  that  island,  the  enlargement  of  which  only  he  has  discovered.'' 


General  L.\Nn  Office,  July  25,  1828. 

Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  1st  July  has  been  received,  and  I  regret  to  find  that  the  surveying  of  the 
private  claims  has  progressed  so  tardily. 

I  enclose,  for  your  information,  copies  of  letters  from  Mr.  Ward,  ^Mr.  Mas(jn,  and  Mr.  Washington. 

It  is  desirable  that  the  township  lines  (jf  all  the  lands  in  AVest  Florida  should  be  run,  and  such  of 

them  subdivided  as  contain  saleable  lands.     As  little  or  no  surveying  can  be  done  in  East  Florida  until 

the  next  year,  the  surveys,  both  private  and  jiublic,  in  West  Florida  ought  to  be  entirely  completed   by 

July  next. 

I  am,  itc,  &c., 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 

Col.  R.  Butler,  Sureeyor  General,  Tallahassee. 


Tallah.\ssee,  June  9,  1828. 

Dear  Sir:  The  lauds  lying  south  and  east,  which  have  been  .surveyed  and  offered  at  the  sales  in  May, 
1825,  and  May,  1827,  are  now  settled  for  forty  or  fifty  miles  eastward  from  Tallahassee,  and  some  of  our 
most  promising  settlements  are  in  that  direction,  and"a  knowledge  of  the  sea-shore  country  opposite  is  to 
them  a  matter" of  high  interest.  They  are  remote  from  St.  Mark's,  which  is  the  only  well-known  inlet. 
The  Oscilla,  the  Estahatchce,  and  sonic  smaller  rivers,  empty  into  the  Gulf  between  the  St.  Mark's  and  the 
Suwannee,  and  there  are  so  many  large  old  roads  leading-  from  the  Tallahassee  section  of  the  country  in 
a  direction  toward  the  mouths  of  these  rivers,  that  it  leads  to  an  opinion  that  there  has  formerly  been  a 
seaport  somewhere  there.  These  roads  are  lost  in  the  flat  pine  woods  and  swamps,  and,  as  yet,  (with  tlie 
exception  of  a  very  few  spots,)  this  sea-shore  tract  of  country  is  unexplored,  and  will  most  likely  remain 
so,  and  certaiidy  will  remain  unsettled  until  these  ranges  are  all  completed  and  olfered.  All  of  range 
five,  in  which  there  is  known  to  be  good  land,  is  unsurveyed.  You  will  readily  conceive  the  advantages, 
in  many  respects,  of  having  this  sea-shore  country  settled  as  speedily  as  possible.  Emigrants  confine 
their  examinations  to  lands  that  are  subject  to  entry.     The  earlier  settlers  have  procured  lands,  and  are 
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busily  enp;'agod  (in  tlierii,  anil  the  field  lias  become  too  sterile  for  speculators,  anil  I  have  known  of  no 
instance  of  squatters  since  the  pre-emption  law;  so  that,  until  this  coast  is  survej'cd  and  offered,  it  must 
remain  in  its  unexiilored  wilderness  condition.  There  are  several  beautiful  little  islands  lying-  near  shore 
on  this  part  of  the  coast,  which  will  readily  sell,  and  should  also  be  surveyed. 

I  was  urged  by  several  g-entlemcn  from  these  eastern  settlements  to  make  a  representation  of  these 
facts  to  you,  which  I  did  some  mouths  past,  and  the  surveyor  general  received  your  instructions.  The 
two  surve.yors  cmi)loyed  went  out  not  long  since  to  the  unfinished  surveys  south  and  east,  but  returned 
immediately,  I  suppose  finding'  it  either  impracticable  or  unprofitable,  and  are  now  savveying  on  Black- 
water  river,  in  West  Florida.  Since  these  gentlemen  (Mr.  Clements  and  Mr.  Exum)  returned  from  south 
and  east,  and  all  prospect  of  getting  those  lands  surveyed  immediately  had  ceased,  I  have  been  again 
urg'(;d  to  represent  to  you  the  necessity  for  it.  There  are  several  of  the  former  deputy  surveyors  here, 
and  unemployed  in  that  way,  one  of  whom  said  to  me  (very  lately)  that  he  would  be  very  glad  to  get  the 
work,  and  that  he  would  do  it  in  October  and  November.  This  was  Mr.  Thomas,  who  surveyed  some  of 
these  ranges,  a.s  far  as  was  tlien  practicable,  and  is  acquainted  with  the  country.  Besides  him,  there  is 
Mr.  Washington,  Colonel  Allen,  Mr.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  Downey,  all  good  surveyors;  so  that  the  surveyor 
general  will  bo  at  no  loss  to  get  this  work  done  in  October  and  November  next.  There  is  said  to  be  a 
fine  body  of  good  land  lying  on  the  Suwannee  river,  at  the  Suwannee  old  towns — Colonel  Gadsden  thinks 
five  or  six  thousand  acres.  This,  I  believe,  is  surveyed;  and  if  it  is  as  has  been  represented,  would  sell 
very  well  for  sugar  plantations,  and  be  settled  immediately;  also  some  islands  there.  I  believe  it  would 
be  beneficial  to  Florida  if  the  whole  of  the  government  lands  were  ofl'ered  and  subject  to  entry;  but  I 
would  consider  it  of  great  consequence  to  this  portion  of  the  country,  whether  in  peace  or  war,  to  remove 
all  obstacles,  and  let  tliis  seacoast  (S  and  E.)  be  settled;  and  this  would  be  eftectcd  verj'  speedily  if  the 
surveys  were  completed  and  the  lands  ofl'ered.  I  have  made  these  suggestions  at  the  rer|uest  of  others; 
but  they  are  in  full  accordance  with  my  own  observations  and  opinions,  and  are  respectfully  submitted. 
Yours,  &c , 

G.  W.  WARD. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Gaines  called  my  attention  to  the  want  of  a  connected  map  of  the  surveys  in  my  oflice.  I 
have  never  been  furnished  mth  one  yet,  and  Colonel  Searcy  (the  draughtsman  in  the  surveyor  general's 
office)  is  not  of  opinion  that  nij^  office  is  to  be  furnished  with  one.  My  instructions  direct  me  to  mark  the 
lands  sold  on  the  connected  plat  as  well  as  the  plats  of  township,  from  wliich  it  is  inferable  that  I  should 
be  furnished  with  one. 
Respectfully, 

G.  W.  WARD. 
Georije  Graham,  Esq.,  Commitmioner  General  Land  Office. 


Tallahassee,  Florida,  June  16,  1828. 

Sir:  Understanding  that  the  surveying  of  range  five  south  and  east,  as  well  as  some  other  work 
on  the  coast  south  and  cast,  remains  to  be  finished,  I  take  the  liberty  of  offering  my  services  to  the 
government  for  the  completion  of  the  same  without  delay.  The  country  in  general  would  be  much 
benefitted  by  an  immediate  survey  of  these  townships,  as  there  are  many  persons  anxious  to  purchase 
lands  in  that  quarter,  it  being  held  in  high  estimation.  The  advantages  to  the  country  by  an  immediate 
survey  and  sale  of  these  lands  would  be  obvious. 

I  have  been  very  unprofitably  employed  in  the  surveying  department  hitherto,  having  had  the  worst 
part  of  Florida  to  survey,  in  a  country  reported  impracticable  by  other  surveyors.  Although  the  country 
which  I  now  propose  to  surve_y  is  in  many  parts  very  swampy,  yet  I  am  willing  to  embark  in  it,  believing 
that  with  perseverance  and  rigid  economy  I  can,  in  some  degree,  indemnify  myself  for  the  great  sacrifices 
which  I  have  made  in  the  surveying  department  of  Florida.  As  I  am  accustomed  to  surveying,  and, 
withal,  fond  of  the  life,  when  things  are  fairly  conducted,  I  would  most  willingly  undertake  a  large 
contract,  if  in  a  good  country,  at  a  lower  rate  than  that  fixed  by  law,  and  for  the  faithful  performance 
thereof  will  enter  into  ample  security  with  the  government. 
I  am,  &c.,  &c., 

HENRY  WASHINGTON. 

Hon.  George  Gk.a.ham. 


Tallahassee,  June  16,  1828. 

Dear  Sir:  My  friend,  Mr.  Henry  Washington,  is  desirous  to  embark  in  surveying  the  lands  south  and 
east  on  the  waters  of  the  Oscilla  and  the  coast  of  the  Gulf,  which  is  deemed  of  considerable  importance 
to  the  adjacent  country.  Having  located  myself  in  that  section  of  the  Territory  I  feel  a  deep  interest  in 
the  completion  of  the  work,  and  have  taken  the  liberty  of  writing  to  j'ou  on  the  subject,  and  should  feel 
highly  gratified  if  Mr.  Washington  could  succeed  in  obtaining  the  appointment,  as  he  informs  me  he  has 
been  very  unprofitablj'  employed  on  former  occasions,  and  this  would  contribute  to  reimburse  his  previous 
losses  and  privations  which  he  has  had  to  encounter.  Your  aid  in  promoting  his  views  will  be  gratifying 
to  his  friends  here,  and  will,  I  assure  you,  confer  an  obligation  on  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMPSON  MASON. 

George  Graham,  Esq.,  Commissioner,  tCc,  dt-c. 


General  Land  Office,  August  1,  1828. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  15th  ultimo,  covering  one  to  Mr.  White,  has  been  received.     I  am  not  certain 
as  to  Mr.  White's  present  direction;  I  have,  however,  sent  the  letter  under  cover  to  the  postmaster  at 
New  York,  with  directions  that  if  he  does  not  call  for  it  in  all  this  month  that  it  be  returned  to  this  office. 
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1  very  liiiuli  l'(.i;-rct  IIk'  delays  wliicli  liii\r  .mtiuiiiI  in  l.iyiiiL;'  down  tlic  |i|i\:ilc  cl:iiiiis  in  Wcsl 
Fliirida,  which  vuu  state  tu  haw  arisen  IVnia  llie  ileleets  in  descrilnni;-  tlie  rhiinis,  so  that  the  sur\i'V(.is 
are  unable  1(1  hicate  and  survey  them  IV'im  the  intninialiMn  ileii\'ed  linin  llie  ahsti'aets  of  diTisiiin.-,  and 
IVeni  the  neg'lcct  <>!'  the  el  aim  ants  tu  eoine  t'oiward  and  uInc  tin-  necessary  iidnrmation  \>y  wlnrh  ihe\-  nni  v 
bo  ascertained  and  surveyed. 

Before  the  lands  ar(^  subdivideil   lor   sale,  1  wish    another  ell'. irl  to   be  le  this  aiiinnin  (o  snr\c'\'  all 

the  private  claims  eonfirined;  and  it  would  be  ad\  isable  to  ,L;-ive  early  and  due  nnliie  in  l  ne  |.a|ier  |ndil:'shed 
in  Pensacola  of  th(3  tinui  that  your  deputies  \\ill  allend  there  for  the  pnrpose.  This  notice  slioniil  be 
accompanied  with  a  list  of  all  the  claims  the  di'seripiinn  of  \\  hicli  is  so  detecti\e  tlial  ihi'y  canu"!  be 
located  and  surveyed  from  the  inf jrmatioii  derived  from  the  ]>ublic  archives,  and  thi'  <lainiaiits  inlurined 
tiiat  if  they  do  not  attend  or  furnish  the  necessary  information  the  lands  will  be  sni\cyed  as  ]niblic 
land,  without  respect  to  such  claims;  and  the  lands  should  be  so  subdivided  wIhtc  thi\-  are  salalde.  and 
your  township  plats  closed  and  returned. 

I  regret  that  the  surveyor  did  not   himself  examine  the   island  or  islands  idainu'd  by  Mr.  \\'hiti\  so  as 
to  make  a  more  special  report  as  to  the  causes  which  prevented  the  survey  (jf  either  oi'  all  ef  tliim 
1  am.  »i:c.,  \'C., 


Colonel  luiDERT  BuTi.Ki!,  Siirrri/nr  Giuii'ruL  Tiil/alia.-<.^<'(\ 


(iKoKcf:  (;i;ai].\m. 


Ejiract  of  a  hilt'r  JVon)   the  Commls.-iionef  of  tJie   General  Land  OlTici-  io  ('nh.ivrl  Hahrrl  lUithr,  surm/ov 

(jencral,  TaHalia»&:e,  datixl  AikjuM  2'.>,  18'2S. 

"Your  letter  of  the  I'ith  instant  is  received,  accompanied  by  two  packets  containing  townshi]!  maps 
and  descriptions,  agreeably  to  the  statement  therein. 

"It  is  desirable  that,  in  your  future  returns  of  maps,  the  table  of  contents  of  the  private  claims  should 
exhibit  the  numljcr  of  sections,  and  have  the  same  reference  to  the  confirmation  as  is  e.\hibiteil  on  the 
survey  as  laid  down." 


rJENKR.M.  L.vxn  Offick,  Sri,lrml.rr  13,  IS2.=i. 
Sir:  The  enclosed  township  plats,  Ci  north,  of  ranges  i\)  and  30  west,  are  retnrne.l  in  cunsiNpience  of 
the  want  of  coincidence  in  the  sur\ey. 

In  your  former  return  of  the  fraction  of  toviiiship  0  north,  range  30  w<'st,  you  e.\liibit  the  I]scambia 
river  as  runnin.g  through  section  33.  In  these  returns  you  will  peiceive  that  the  Escambia,  in  range  30, 
and  the  Conecuh,  in  range  29  west,  come  into  such  intc-rference  as  to  iire\e}it  the  possibility  of  connecting- 
them  upon  the  map. 

The  Alabama  survey  represents  the  Escambia  as  entering  Fhiriila  about  hve  nnles  west  of  the  Conecuh, 
which  is  about  the  position  represented  in  your  first  return,  through  section  33,  township  (i,  range  30. 

I  have  to  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  have  these  corrected  or  ex[]lained,  and  retiu'ii  them  to  this 
office. 

I  am,  itc,  &.C., 

CEOKOE  CKAll.VM. 
Colonel  IfoBERT  Blti.f.r,  Sarvojor  Grncrai,  7a//a/((/^•.^■r('. 


Ge.xf.ral  L.vxn  Office,  Sijilcinhrr  23,  1828. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  I  have  to  state  that  I  <lo  not  perceive  any  necessity 
for  extauding  for  the  present  the  township  line  through  the  tracts  claimed  by  Forbes  &  Co. 

I  am  well  aware  of  the  embarrassments  experienced  l.\y  the  deputy  surveyors  arisin.^-  out  of  the 
negligence  of  the  claimants  to  come  forward  and  desi.gnate  such  claims  as  are  not  so  distinctly  described 
in  the  records  on  which  they  were  confirmed  as  to  enable  the  deputy  to  find  and  survey  them  without  the 
aid  of  the  claimant,  and  I  very  much  regret  that  there  has  been  an  omission  in  all  the  laws  confirming 
private  claims  to  make  provisions  for  compelling  the  claimants  to  have  their  lands  surveyed  within  a 
given  period.  There  is  a  necessity  on  the  part  of  the  government  f:>r  surveying  those  claims,  in  order 
to  ascertain  the  public  lands  subject  to  sale.  The  7th  section  of  the  act  passed  the  Stli  of  Februaiy,  1 821, 
directs  the  manner  in  wdiich  this  shall  be  done,  and  all  that  can  be  expected  of  the  executive  officers  is, 
that  they  procure  all  the  information  which  the  public  archives  contain  of  the  locality  and  description  of 
each  claim,  and  use  due  diligence  and  precaution  in  carrying  into  effect  the  instructions  .given  under  the 
provisions  of  that  section.  When  these  means  will  not  enable  .vou  to  lay  down  a  private  claim,  the  lands 
must  be  surveyed  as  public  lands,  and  the  parties  left  to  establish  the  locality  of  their  claim  in  a  court  of 
justice.  But  as  this  latter  course  will  necessarily  produce  embarrassment  to  the  government  as  well  as 
to  the  claimant,  you  will  perceive  the  expediency  and  necessity  of  using  such  ]irecautions  in  havin,g  the 
claims  surveyed  as  will  take  from  the  claimant  any  just  cause  of  complaint,  and  that  will  exempt  your 
department  from  censure. 

The  papers  enclosed   in  my  letter  fif  tin'  25th  duly  were  submitted   as   the  opinions  of  respectable 
gentlemen,  and  that,  upon  reincptirj*,  you  might  take  such  measures  for  the  survey  and  subdivision  of  any 
of  these  lands  that  you  might  deem  necessarj-;  and  I  place  entire  confidence  in  your  judgment  and  discre- 
tion as  to  the  practicability  of  running  the  township  lines,  and  subdividing  such  of  them  as  are  salable. 
I  am,  &c.,  &c., 

(JEOKCE  GIJAIIAM. 

Colonel  Robert  Butler,  Surveyor  General,  Tallahassee. 

VOL,    VI fil  F. 
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Generai,  Land  Office,  October  o\,  1828. 
Sir:  Your  letter  cif  tlic;  14tli  instant  is  received,  accompanied  by  townships  of  fractional  township  6 
north,  of  ranj^vs  2'J  and  30  west,  which  were  transmitted  you  for  examination  and  correction  on  the  13th  of 
September  last.  I  herewith  return  you  the  above  maps,  and  have  to  request  you  will  bo  pleased  to  connect 
the  section  31,  of  township  6  north,  of  range  29  west,  (which  is  now  platted  upon  the  map  of  fractional 
township  ()  north,  of  range  30  west,)  with  the  fraction  now  exhibited  on  the  above  township  6  mjrth,  of 
range  29  west. 

I  am,  &c.,  &c., 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 
Colonel  Riiiir.i;!'  BiTr.Ki;,  Survri/or  General,  Tallahassee. 


(fEN'ERAi,  Lan'I)  Office,  Jainiarij  20,  1829. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  1st  ultimo,  in  answer  to  nn'ne  of  the  31st  Octoln/r,  with  its  accompanying 
jiapers,  is  received. 

I  lierewith  enclose  you  a  connexion  of  tlie  right  and  left  bank  of  the  Conecuh  river,  -which  is  agreeable 
to  your  returns  of  fractional  townships  5  and  G  north,  of  ranges  29  and  30  west.  I  have  also  directed  to 
be  laid  down  the  private  claim  of  pAlgely  and  Taunecs,  agreeal>ly  to  the  courses  and  distances  designated 
on  the  lines  of  the  claim,  which  I  submit  for  your  investigation. 

Y^ou  will  perceive  hy  the  diagram,  if  you  maintain  your  courses  and  distances  in  protracting  the 
private  claim,  that  the  sectional  connecting  distances  are  erroneous. 

From  these  apparent  discrepancies,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  the   surveys  have  been  erroneously 
made,  both  as  regards  the  meanders  of  the  Conecuh  river  and  survey  of  the  private  claim.     If  so,  a  cor- 
rection or  examination  of  the  survej'  ought  to  be  made  at  the  expense  of  the  contractor. 
I  am,  &c.,  &c., 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 

Colonel  Robert  Butler,  Surveyor  General,  Tallahassee. 


Kriract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  Colonel  Robert  Butler,  surveyor 

general,  Tallahassee,  dated  February  10,  1829. 

"  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  my  letters  of  14th  April  and  20th  January  last,  and  would  suggest  the 
necessity  of  a  critical  examination  of  the  surveys  returned  to  your  office,  in  comparison  with  the  field- 
notes,  before  payments  are  made  fur  such  surveys." 


General  Land  Office,  3Iay  5,  1829. 
Sir:  I  herewith  return  you  the  township  maps  2  n(irth,  of  range  27  west,  and  1  and  2  north,  of  range 
28  west,  with  the  rccpiest  that  you  will  connect  Blackwater  river  on  the  township  boundaries,  and  trans- 
mit them  again  f(jr  this  office. 
I  am,  &c.,  etc., 

GEORGE  GRAHAIiL 
Colonel  Robert  Butler,  Surveyor  General,  Tallahassee. 


General  Land  Office,  May  26,  1829. 

Sir:  I  have  received  3'our  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  and  submitted  it  to  the  President,  wTio  very 
much  regrets  the  indisposition  of  Mr.  Searcy,  but  d(jes  not  feel  himself  authorized  to  grant  a  compensa- 
tion to  any  person  who  may  bo  employed  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Searcy  during  his  absence,  which  may 
add  to  the  sum  appropriated  liy  law  for  clerk  hire  for  your  office.  Of  that  sum  you  will  make  such  ap- 
plication as  circumstances  and  the  exigencies  of  the  office  may  require. 
I  am,  &c.,  &c., 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 
Colonel  Robert  Butler,  Surveyor  General,  Tallahassee. 


General  Land  Office,  August  28, 1829. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  and  accompanying  papers, 
and  am  pleased  to  find  that  Mr.  White  is  satisfied  with  the  survey  of  his  claim  under  Noreaga. 

On  referring  to  No.  9,  in  abstract  C,  of  the  reports  made  by  Messrs.  Overton,  White,  and  Luckctt,  in 
1824,  you  will  Jind  that  Thomas  English,  under  Millan  de  la  Carrera,  was  confirmed  to  800  arpents  on  the 
I'erdido  river;  but  as  you  only  give  the  claimant's  name,  it  is  impossible  to  say  whether  this  is  the  claim 
to  which  you  allude.  On  an  examination  of  the  reports,  I  do  not  find  any  confirmation  in  the  name  of 
Andrew  Mitchell. 

I  am,  &c.,  &c., 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 

Colonel  Robert  Butler,  Surveyor  General,  Tallahassee. 
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Sir:  Herewith  is  enclosed  u  iri;iL;i;iiii  oT  tlic  Im\\  iislil|i  ii..i  ih  ol'  ihc  liasc  line  in  rini,i;cs  oil  ami  :il  west. 
By  it  you  will  prcceive  an  evident  disere|)iuie_v  in  llir  ennjinirlidn  nf  tin'  siu'vi'vs  cast  and  west  nt'  tin-  Es- 
cambia river,  and  that  either  tlie  survcyins;' or  plattin^^'  must  he  cnnncnns. 

I  have  to  request  yuur  immediate  examination  of  the  surveys,  as  Ihc  \nuchcrs  eharfjinp;  them  will 
be  suspended  in  j'our  accounts  until  corrections  shall  be  made,  or  such  ex[ilaiiation  as  may  prove  the  sur- 
veys to  have  been  correctly  executed. 

The  connected  sections,  -which  I  Torwanlcd  to  you  on  the  20th  January  last,  continue  this  diai;-ram  to 
the  southern  boundry  of  the  surveys  of  (ieneral  Cotl'ee,  in  Ahihama. 

I  would  sug-g-est  that  the  crossing-  of  the  Escambia  bay  of  tljc  base  parallel  may  have  been  erro- 
neous; in  which  case  a  correct  coiiin'xion  of  the  surveys  east  and  west  of  the  ri\i'r  would  In'  impossilde,. 
without  some  other  crossing-  at  a  iioint  north,  say  at  the  northwest  corner  of  townships  i'.'i  ami  24  north,  in 
range  30  west,  to  connect  with. 

I  also  return  you  the  map  of  th(>  fraction  vi'  township  2  south,  of  range  25  west,  it  being  of   no  use 
in  this  otHce  without  a  table  of  contents.     By  jdatting  the   meanders  of  St.  I!<isa  bay  lietween  tiie  sec- 
tion lines,  the  quantity  may  be  estimated  with  sullicieiit  accuracy,  provided  the  survey  should  be  correct. 
1  am,  &c.,  cVc. 

GEuitcE  i:i;auam. 

Colonel  Robert  Bl'tlkk,  t^urcvi/or  ilfneral,  Tallaha'^scc. 


GK.vER.ii,  L.ixn  Office,  X(jrri/i!ier  20,  1S2".>. 
Sir:  I  have  to  urge   your  jiarticular  attention  to  my  communication  of  the  nth  <if  Septendier  last, 
requiring  some  explanations  of  surveys  on  the  waters  of    the   Escambia    river.     The    charges   for   these 
surveys  "being  made  in  the  tirst  quarter  of  182s,  ynnr  subsequent  accounts  cannot  be  sent  to  the  auditor 
for  settlement  until  that  account  is  eertitied  and  transmitted. 
I  am.  Sec,  kc. 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 

Colonel  Rc.iBERT  Butler,  iSurceijor  General,  Tallohagsee. 


Gexer.a^l  L.iND  Office,  December  11,  1829. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo,  together  with  maps  of  fractions  of  townshiji  1  north,  of  ranges  29 
and  30  west,  is  received. 

The  fraction  of  township  1  north,  of  range  30,  does  not  connect  in  a  satisfactory  manner  with  tlio 
fraction  of  the  same  township  lying  west  of  the  Escambia  river,  which  is  on  filo  in  this  office  I  have, 
therefore,  to  request  that  you  will  in  future  return  all  surveys  of  townships  made  fractional  by  rivers, 
bays,  or  other  causes,  entire,  on  one  sheet,  so  far  as  the  surveys  may  have  been  made. 

Whenever  circumstances  intervene  to  juTvent  a  completion  of  the  survey  of  a  township,  such  as 
swamps,  inundations,  poor  land,  kc,  they  should  be  represented  and  explained  upon  the  maii. 

You  will  please  return  the  fractional  townships  in  ranges  29,  30,  and  31  west,  lying  north  of  the 
base  line,  agreeable  to  the  foregoing  directions,  with  the  least  possilde  delay,  as  your  accounts  must  re- 
main unadjusted  until  this  oftice  is  in  receipt  of  them,  exhibiting  correct  connexions  on  the  Escambia  and 
Conecuh  rivers. 

I  am,  lie,  &c. 

GEORGE  cr.AHAM. 

Colonel  Robert  Butler,  b'urrcijnr  General,  Tall  aha  a^rr. 


Gexer.\i,  L.\nd  Office,  Deceinlirr  11,  1829. 
Sir:  It  appearing  from  a  letter  received  from  honorable  Mr.  White  that  some  of  the  claims  confirmed, 
in  part,  by  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  1828,  have  not  been  laid  down  on  the  township  plats,  I  have  this 
day  advised  him  of  the  necessity  of  the  claimants  having  such  original  grants  immediately  surveyed  at 
their  own  expense,  under  the  twidfth  section  of  the  act  of  182T,  and  of  furnishing  you  with  such  evidence 
of  the  surveys  as  will  enable  you  to  have  them  laid  down  on  the  plats  in  the  register's  ofHco  previous  to 
the  coming  sales  in  February  next;  and  I  have  to  request  that  you  will,  upon  receiving  such  evidence, 
have  the  original  boundaries  of  the  grants  exhibited  on  the  plats  in  tiie  land  office  at  Tallahassee,  and 
furnish  such  a  sketch  as  will  enable  us  to  lay  them  down  upon  our  plats. 

I  am,  &c.,  &c., 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 

Colonel  Robert  Butler,  de.,  dw,  'Jallahafxee. 


Gexer.vl  L.vxn  Office,  Feliraanj  3,  1830. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  oth  ultimo  is  received,  by  which  (together  with  yours  of  the  20th  December 
last)  I  perceive  that  you  admit  the  correctness  of  the  suggestions  in  my  letter  of  September  9,  1829.  The 
proper  course  to  bo  pursued,  therefore,  I  conceive  to  be  fully  expressed  in  that  letter,  to  which  I  beg  leave 
to  refer  you,  and  also  to  that  of  the  1 1th  of  December  last.  When  the  connexions  required  of  you  by  those 
letters  are  received,  I  shall  be  enabled  to  judge  of  the  correctness  of  the  survey. 

I  am,  ice,  &c., 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 

Colonel  Robert  Butler,  Surveijor  General,  Tallalia-'isee. 
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Gkxekal  Land  Office,  February  18,  1830. 

Sir:  Your  scvi-ial  ci.iniiiiuiiicatiiuis  uii  llii'  siiljjrct  of  tlic  surveys  liiiidiiig  on  the  Escambia  river  (particu- 
larly tliat  (if  Ihr  ^Citli  iiltiimi,  with  c.xiilanatioiis)  Icavr  ino  Cdiiclusively  to  believe  that  great  error  has 
lieeii  iiiaile  in  these  surveys,  or  that  they  have  not  been  [ilatted  correctly  from  the  field-notes;  I  have 
therefore  to  observe  that  the  incongruities  in  relation  to  them  must  be  in  some  manner  reconciled.  The 
fractional  townshijis  on  each,  side  of  the  Escambia  must  be  laid  down,  in  connexion  with  that  river,  in 
conformity  to  the  present  marks  and  bounds,  whatever  maj'  be  their  relative  position  on  each  side  of  the 
river.  Although  always  desirable,  yet  it  is  not  indispensably  necessary  that  the  township  corners  and 
lines  on  the  east  of  the  river  should  correspond  with  tiiose  on  the  west,  but  it  is  essentially  necessary  that 
the  surveys  should  he  exhibited  on  the  plats  precisely  as  they  have  been  executed  on  the  ground,  exhibiting 
all  their  discrepancies,  if  there  be  anj'.  If  the  lines  liave  been  actually  and  accurately  run,  and  the  town- 
shi])s  platted  from  the  field-notes,  tiiere  can  be  no  diflicultj'  in  doing  this,  and  making  a  proper  connexion 
of  the  surveys  witli  the  river  and  with  each  other;  but  if  the  work  upon  the  ground  has  been  improperly 
executed,  or  if  the  jilatting  has  not  been  accurately  made  from  correct  field-notes,  then  the  necessity  of 
correcting  the  error,  wherever  it  may  be,  is  evident. 

]f  there  should  bo  more  land  to  be  sectioned  between  the  two  opposite  surveys,  tliey  should  bear  a 
following-  number  to  the  highest  in  the  township  to  wiiich  they  may  be  attached;  and  should  errors  be 
discovered  in  the  surveys  already  existing,  they  should  be  corrected  without  altering  the  sectional  num- 
bers as  originally  marked  and  called  for  on  the  ground. 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  my  several  letters  on  the  subject  of  these  survej's. 

I  shall  transmit  your  accounts  to  the  First  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  Department  for  settlement;  those 
vouchers  charging  doubtful  surveys  will  be  suspended,  agreeably  to  my  communication  of  the  9th  of 
September  last. 

I  am,  &c.,  etc  , 


Colonel  ItoBLRT  BuTLEK,  Siirveijor  General,  Tallahassee. 


GEORGE  GRAHAM. 


General  Land  Office,  Jiily  10,  18c!0. 

Sir:  I  enclose  you  a  printed  cojiy  of  an  act  to  ])i'ovide  for  the  final  settlement  of  the  land  claims  in 
Florida,  together  witii  a  printed  copy  (jf  the  report  of  the  register  and  receiver. 

Although  further  time  has  been  given  by  the  act  for  deciding  upon  a  jKjrtion  of  these  claims,  yet  I 
do  not  think  that  this  ought  to  prevent  our  commencing  the  surveys  in  East  Florida  in  the  month  of 
November  next. 

Your  surveys  should  commence  by  subdividing  those  townships  which  have  been  already  run  <iut 
south  of  the  St.  Mary's  and  east  of  the  Suwannee,  and  including  Amelia  and  the  other  islands  along  the 
coast.  The  instructions  heretofore  given  to  you  respecting  the  surveying  of  the  public  lands  and  private 
claims  are  so  particular  that  nothing  further  suggests  itself  to  me  on  those  points  at  present,  except  to 
call  your  attejition  to  the  animadversi(.(ns  of  tlje  register  and  receiver  in  their  report  on  the  surveys  made 
by  Mr.  Clarke,  which  correspond  with  the  views  of  this  office  as  heretof(.»re  communicated  to  you;  and 
the  surveys  of  Mr.  Clarke  cannot  be  considered  as  valid,  except  where  they  may  be  established  by  their 
intrinsic  calls,  or  where  they  may  stand  the  test  of  blocking  out,  as  heretofore  suggested  to  you.  I  would 
also  suggest  the  necessity  of  your  requiring  tiie  deputies  to  be  particularly  accurate  in  connecting  their 
surveys  on  the  large  water-courses,  so  that  those  water-courses  may  be  correctly  exhibited  on  our  maps. 
I  am  aware  that  the  St.  John's  river  will  present  much  difliculty  in  this  respect,  but  it  is  indispensably 
necessary  that  we  should  be  enalded  to  lay  it  down  accurately  from  tlie  returns  of  the  surveyors. 

With  i'es|]ect  to  the  claims  for  which  roj'al  titles  were  obtained  subsequent  to  February  24,  1818, 
and  which  have  to  be  reported  by  the  register  and  receiver  to  the  next  session  of  Congress,  I  tliink  it 
advisable,  as  some  of  these  claims  may  be  confirmed  hereafter,  that,  although  the  lines  of  the  public 
surveys  will  have  to  run  through  them,  yet  that  the  lines  of  the  claims  themselves  should  also  be  run  out, 
and  so  connected  with  the  public  lines  as  to  enable  j'ou,  in  the  event  of  tlie  confirmation  of  any  one  of 
them,  to  have  it  accurately  laid  down  on  the  plat,  and  the  contents  of  the  adjacent  fractions  correctly 
known,  without  being  at  the  trouble  and  expense  of  sending  a  deputj'  to  make  a  survey  of  that  particular 
claim. 

The  extent  of  the  private  claims,  and  the  inherent  diificnlties  incident  to  the  survej'ing  of  them,  and 
the  extent  of  the  discretionary  powers  necessarily  vested  in  the  deimties,  imposes  upon  you  the  respon- 
sibility of  eni]iloying  only  such  deputies  as  possess  a  thorough  knowledge  of  their  business,  and  whose 
integrity  and  honesty  are  unquestionalile.  It  is,  however,  desirable  that  as  many  deputies  of  this  descrip- 
tion as  can  be  jirocured  should  be  employed,  and  the  surveying  not  confined  to  a  very  few  individuals. 

You  ,will  observe  that  the  7th  and  8th  sections  have  changed  the  law  relative  to  the  location  and 
selection  of  some  of  the  private  claims  heretofore  surve.yed,  and  to  which  sections  I  beg  leave  to  call  your 
attention.  Altliougli  I  regret  this  change  in  the  law,  it  will  in  some  measure  facilitate  the  surveys  and 
selections  to  be  made,  and  will  enable  you  to  survey  the  islands  covered  by  private  claims  without 
difficulty. 

The  claimant  of  the  island  (jf  Key  ^Yest  has  been  exceedingly  anxious  to  have  that  island  surveyed, 
and  as  the  present  law  removes  all  difiiculty  on  the  subject,  1  have  to  request  that  you  will  have  it  sur- 
veyed as  soon  as  ]n-actical>le.  With  respect  to  the  islands  on  the  eastern  coast  of  Florida,  I  presume 
that  there  will  be  little  difficulty  in  connecting  them  with  the  township,  and  in  giving  the  surveys  their 
sectional  numbers;  but  it  is  apprehendeil  that  this  will  not  be  the  case  in  relation  to  Key  West  and  those 
islands  and  keys  which  extend  southwest  from  the  point  of  Florida.  In  ndation  to  them,  your  surveyors 
must  exercise  a  sound  discretion;  they  should,  however,  be  so  particularized  and  designated  on  a  con- 
nected plat  as  to  eiuible  us  to  patent  them  with  facility  and  certainty;  thg  bearings  and  distances  of  one 
island  from  the  others  should  be  particularly  stated. 
I  am,  &c.,  cVc, 

GEORGE  GRAIL\M 

Colonel  ItoiiERT  Butler,  Siirvei/or  General,  Tallahassee. 
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(1kn'ki!ai.  Lami  Okfii'k,  Ocldlirr  2t'i,  ls:',o, 

Sir:  Tlir  instructii>iis  licrctiif'nvi'  --iven  in  ichition  t^'  tlir  survey  uf  the  island  ni'  \\^■\  Wrsl  mavlH- 
oxccutod  as  soon  as  cirL'UMistaiires  will  adiiiil. 

There  is  imthino-  in  tlie  law  wliieli  need  delay  ..r  lu-event  the  exeeni  i.Hi  eflhal  siirNcy:  ami  as  millier 
tlie  interest  of  individuals  ner  that  (if  the  t;-uvernnie]it  i-an  lie  all'eiied  injininusly  liy  the  fact  ol'  the 
survey  being-  made,  I  would  eall  ynur  early  attention  to  ilie  stdijeet. 

The  island  is  merely  to  Ik-  hn-anderrd  alon,-'  its  coast,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  its  true  eontiMits. 
Tlie  discrimination  between  the  poition  thereof  that  will  remain  to  the  pulilic,  and  the  |iorlion  that  will 
accrue  to  the  claimant  under  the  hnv,  will  not  be  ascertaine.l  until  (he  |iiovisions  of  the  law  requiring  a 
relini|uishment  of  title  to  the  United  States  of  all  the  ([iiaul  ity  claim. 'i|  over  one  league  sijuan/ shall 
have  lieen  duly  c>implied  with. 

If  tile  island  should  have  a  lilulf  coast,  the  survey  will  be  siiii|ile  and  easy.  If  [larts  of  i(,  however, 
should  more  or  less  be  allected  by  the  tides,  ihe  sinvey  is  to  be  ordered  as  to  exhibit  the  area  at  ordinary 
low  tides;  and  it  is  further  desired  that  you  will  report,  as  nearly  as  can  be  estimated,  the  ditfereiie'e 
between  the  area  of  the  island  at  ordinary  low  and  ordinary  high  tide,  and  indicate  the  same  bv  some 
particular  color  on  the  plat  of  survey. 

You  will  be  ailvised  in  a  ['vw  days  respct'ting  other  subjects  connected  with  your  letter  of  the  21st 
ultimo. 

I  am,  iVc,  iVlc, 

ELIJAH  IIAYWAKD. 

Colonel  HoBKi'.T  Biti.i;k,  Surveyor  Genera!.  Tolfahcu^see. 


(iKXEi'.Ai.  Laxd  Office,  Oetober  20,  1830. 

Sir:  In  reidy  to  your  letter  of  the  21st  ultimo,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  there  are  $8,000  remaining 
of  the  appropriation  for  the  survey  of  private  land  claims,  of  which  such  portion  may  bo  applied  to  the 
survey  of  those  claims  as  will  fall  within  tlie  limits  of  the  townships  to  be  surveyed  this  winter  and  the 
ensuing  spring'. 

As  to  the  funds  that  can  be  appropriated  for  the  surveying-  of  the  public  lands  in  Florida  during-  the 
present  year,  I  do  not  believe  that,  of  the  remaining-  balance  of  the  general  fund,  (there  having  been  no 
appropriation  for  surveys  made  by  Congress  at  the  last  session.)  more  than  $10,000  can  be  spared  for 
your  department.  This  fact,  however,  need  not  interfere  with  your  surveying-  operations,  inasmuch  as 
the  appropriation  for  the  year  1831  will  have  been  made  before  the  surveys  will  be  returned  to  your 
office. 

You  will,  therefore,  proceed  to  act  agreeably  to  the  instructions  <if  liiy  predecessor  in  his  letter, 
bearing  date  July  10,  1830. 

I  would  call  your  special  attention  to  the  imjierious  necessity  of  urging  on  your  deputies  the  obser- 
vance of  every  possible  accuracy  and  care  in  every  branch  of  their  duty.  The  dilliculties  and  embarrass- 
ments resulting-  from  the  want  of  skill,  vr  inattention,  in  the  making  of  a  survey,  cause  endless  trouble  to 
your  office  and  to  the  department. 

I  would  therefore  take  occasion  to  refer  yon  to  the  letter  of  my  predecessor  of  10th  July  last,  and  to 
state,  in  addition  thereto,  that  your  dejiHty  surveyors  should  be  made  expressly  to  understand  that  when- 
ever the  private  claims  cannot  be  made  to  jirotract  from  the  courses  and  distances  exhibited  in  the  field- 
notes,  and  whenever  they  are  found  not  to  connect  with  the  public  land  in  the  same  or  the  adjoining- 
township,  it  is  prima/acic  evidence  that  error  exists  in  the  tield,  which  error  must  necessaril}' be  corrected 
at  the  expense  of  the  deputj-  surveyor. 

As  a  further  means  of  obviating  errcu-s,  I  would  suggest  the  reeurn.'nce  to  tlie  standard  cliaiii,  and 
comparison  therewith  of  the  chains  used  by  the  deputies  as  often  as  practicable,  and  always  before 
entering  on  the  survey  under  a  new  contract. 

It  is  expected  at  this  office  that  the  township  plats  will  indicate,  botli  by  letters  and  by  distinctive 
colors,  all  swamps  and  ponds,  and  the  extent  of  them;  and  also  indicate  the  existence  of  every  natural 
object  which  may  either  tend  to  gratify  the  curiosity  of  the  public  or  to  affijrd  useful  cifficial  information 
as  to  the  topography  of  the  country.  With  these  views,  I  would  request  that  your  instructions  to  your 
deputies  may  be  drawn  up  with  special  minuteness. 

In  cases  where  the  surveyors  meet  with  townships  which,  by  reason  of  stcrilitj',  are  not  worth  sub- 
dividing, the  exterior  township  lines  only  are  to  be  run,  with  the  view  to  maintain  the  connexion  of  the 
public  surveys;  and  in  all  cases  where  a  part  only  of  a  township  can  be  surveyed,  the  cause  or  causes 
which  rendered  it  inexpedient  or  impracticable  to  survey  the  residue  are  to  be  particularly  indicated  on 
the  township  plat;  and  any  deputy  surveyor  who  shall  lie  found  to  omit  completing-  the  survey  of  a  town- 
ship from  no  other  cause  than  that  it  did  not  meet  his  convenience  so  to  do,  should  not  hereafter  be 
employed. 

You  state  the  necessity  of  your  being  furnished  with  ten  or  twelve  copies  of  tlie  reports  on  Florida 
land  claims  for  the  use  of  your  deputies;  a  co)iv'  of  each  report  has  heretofore  been  transmitted  to  your 
office,  and  there  remain  no  copies  at  the  disjiosal  of  this  office. 

As  the  claims  are  to  bo  surveyed  by  law  on  the  evidence  to  be  furnished  by  the  keeper  of  the  archives, 
it  is  not  believed  that  the  reports,  if  in  their  possession,  would  furnish  any  facilities  to  the  deputies  in 
the  execution  of  tlieir  duties. 
1  am,  &c.,  &c., 

E.  II.VYWARD. 

Colonel  KoBF.KT  Bftlkr. 


(iEXERAi.  IjAxn  Office,  Deeemher  16,  1830. 

Sir:  The  enclosed  [lapers  respecting-  the  land  conlirmed  to  Alexander  Love  by  the   act   for  his   relief 
passed  on  the  2ytli  May  last  have  been  presented  to  this  office  b}-  the  honorable  Mr.  White,  witii  a  request 
that  they  be  forwarded  to  you. 
I  am,  &c.  &c. 

E.  IIAYWARD 
Colonel  lioHEKT  BuTLF.K,  iSurceijiir  General,  Tallalia.-ysee. 
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Extract  of  a  letter  /'mm  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to   Colonel  Robert  Butler,  surveyor 

general,  at  Tallahassee,  dated  February  8,  1831. 

"  Yiiur  letters  of  the  31st,  December  last  ami  January  1st,  aecoiniianying-  your  disbursement  accounts 
of  the  fourth  quarter  of  1830,  and  maps  of  surveys  in  township  1  north,  of  range  5  east,  and  township  2 
north,  ranges  5  and  6  east,  are  received. 

"  AVere  not  some  of  the  lines,  or  ]>arts  of  them,  whicii  are  charged  in  the  above  account,  voucher  No.  1, 
by  Paul  McCormick,  paid  to  McNeil  and  Boyd,  or  one  of  them,  in  the  first  quarter  of  1825  ?  If  so,  that 
portion  will  be  disallowed  or  .suspended  in  your  account.  If  the  former  or  first  survey  was  informal, 
erroneous,  or  defective,  the  parties  who  received  payment  for  such  .surveys  should  be  recjuired  to  refund 
the  amount,  whicii,  when  collected,  should  lie  ajiplied  to  the  iiayment  of  those  lines  disallowed,  which 
appear  to  be  a  resurvey.  * 

"  In  future  charges  cannot  be  allowed  for  such  surveys  as  do  not  form  a  connexion,  or  close  in  such 
manner  as  to  enable  you  to  cast  the  contents  of  a  section  or  fractional  section,  and  to  enable  this  depart- 
ment, IVom  the  return  of  tli(?  survey,  to  make  a  proper  examination.  Whenever  meanders  are  charged 
you  will  be  pleased  to  tran.smit  a  copy  of  the  field-notes,  together  with  the  maps  and  descriptions." 


Genki!.\l  Land  Office,  August  23,  1881. 

Sir:  I  have  requested  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  to  be  remitted   to   you   eight  thousand 
dollars,  as  requested  by  you  on  29th  June  last. 

I  shall  send  yciu  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  board  of  commissioners  ibr  the  year  182G  so  soon  as  it 
can  be  procured.     Had  it  been  recjuired  at  the  time,  it  could  hav<^  lieen  readily  supplied. 
I  shall  make  the  island  of  Key  West  the  subject  of  a  future  letter. 
I  am,  &c.,  &c., 

E.  HAYWAKD. 
Colonel  PoBERT  Biteek,  Surveyor  General,  Tallahassee. 


Gexek.u,  Land  Office,  August  29,  1831. 

Sir;  Having  succeeded  in  obtaining  from  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  a  copy  of  the 
report  on  land  claims  in  East  Florida,  communicated  to  Congress  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
21st  February,  1826,  I  transmit  the  same  tu  you,  document  No.  115,  1st  session  19th  Congress,  H.  R. 
I  am,  &c.,  &c., 

E.  II  AY  WARD. 
Colonel  Robert  Buti.er,  Surveyor  General,  Tallahassee. 


General  Land  Office,  October  11,  1831. 

Sir:  Mr.  Searcy's  letter  of  the  8th  ultimo,  communicating  the  fact  of  j^our  indisposition,  and  trans- 
mitting, agreeably  to  your  request,  a  copy  of  your  letter  of  lltli  March  last,  has  been  received.  Mr. 
Searcy  stiites  that  you  had  not  received  the  funds  required  by  that  letter.  I  apprehend  that  he  has  mis- 
understood your  meaning,  as,  on  iiicpiiry  at  the  office  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  I  learn  that 
two  remittances  have  been  made  since  March  last,  one  for  $10,000,  which  was  paid  on  28th  May  last,  and 
the  other  for  $8,000,  paid  on  the  1st  instant. 
I  am,  &c.,  itc, 

E.  HAYWARD. 
Colonel  Robert  Butler,  Surveyor  General,  lallahassee,  Florida. 


General  Land  Office,  January  30,  1832. 

Sir:  I  enclose  a  copj'  of  a  letter,  dated  25th  instant,  from  the  Hon.  Joseph  M.  White,  respecting  the 
survey  of  the  conllrmed  claim  of  Joseph  Noreaga  to  an  island  in  the  Escambia  river,  (township  — ,  No. 
ranges  29  and  30  west,)  with  a  copy  of  the  map  therein  enclosed. 

By  the  township  nuqis  examined  by  yuu  in  May,  1829,  Noreaga's  claim  is  represented  as  covering 
the  part  now  claimed  ]>y  Mr.  White,  and  marked  by  him  with  the  letters  A  A;  but,  by  the  plat  of  town- 
shin  1,  range  30,  examined  in  Avremlier,  1829,  the  claim  is  represented  as  bounded  by  the  creek  through 
which  I  have  run  the  red  line  marked  B  B;  and  the  part  southeast  of  that  creek  is  represented  as  public 

lands.     I  will,  therefore,  thank  you  tii  examine  the  • -,  and  inform  me  if  the  creek  B  B  is  a  permanent 

water-course  through  whicii  the  water  of  the  river  has  a  passage  at  all  times,  or  -^vhether  the  water 
which  divides  at  the  head  of  the  island  unite  by  the  channel  marked  C  C  with  those  whicii  descend  by  the 
branch  of  the  river  whicii  forms  the  northern  boundary  of  the  island.  Any  other  information  in  your 
possession,  which  goes  to  show  the  land  contemplated  to  be  given  to  Noreaga  by  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, should  also  be  forwarded. 
I  am,  &c.,  &c. 

E.  HAYWARD. 

Colonel   KuiiERT  Butler,  Surveyor  General. 


1S3:J.|  t'O  N  K  1  i;_M  i;  l»    LA  Nil    CLAIMS    l\     l'L(»i;M»A 


(.'knkkai.  Land  Oi n.  k,  Jlnnh  L'i,  18:!-J. 

Su::  I  liave  to  tiri^'c  tlir  Iraiisiiii.ssinii  (u  this  nllicr,  as  sunn  ;is  |i.issililr,  ,,['  all  llic  ri'liinis  nl'  surveys 
dne  fi'oin  your  ollicc,  with  a  statcijiriit  slmwiiiLi,'  cat  li  to\viislii|]  sinvcycd,  llic  phil  ul'  wliicli  lias  not  Ikcii 
I'll  nil  shed. 

It'  (he  iiifonuatioli  as  to  the  townsliip  siirveyeil  ran  as  readily  Le  luniisiied  Ly  a  iliin/riiiii,  that  iiLoile 
would  be  pret'erred. 

You  ai'o  also  requested  to  desigiiati'  tlie  townsliiiis  uiidn-  eonlrarl,  il'  any  there  he,  the  retains  ol' 
which  aro  not  yet  made  to  your  ofliee. 

You  are  also  requested  to  explain  the  eaiise  of  the  delay  in  the  tiansniissi f  said  relni  ns. 

I  am,  &e.,  &e.. 


Colonel   ItoBKUT  BfTLF.R,  Siinri/(ir  (I'nii ml.  Tulhilwu^.'^iv. 


Iv   11AV\VA1;1». 


Cen-kkal   Land   Omki',   JA;// 4,  1S32. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  8tli  ultiniLi,  ri'qu<'stin,i;'  liiiids  to  the  amount  of  :^-i,."i(l(l  to  pay  loi-  eertaiii  surveys 
on  the  Escamliia  river,  has  been  received. 

(Ml  the  23d  ultimo  the  Secretary  of  the  Tieasury  was  requested  to  remit  to  you  that  amount. 
I   have   also   to   acknowledge   the  receipt  of  your   two   letters  of  the  11th  ultimo;  one  ol'  which  is  in 
reply  to  Patton  Anderson,  the  other  transmitting   a  diagram   showing  the  state  ol'  the  returns  due  from 
your  office. 

I  am,  &c.,  ttc, 

E.  IIAYWAKD. 
Colonel  Robert  Butler,  Suriryor  General,  Tallalias.-<ec. 


Gexer.\i,  Las-d  Office,  jVaij  29,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  Isth  ultinici,  covering  several  papers  in  relation  to  the  survey  of  the  island  in 

the  Escambia,  confirmed  to  ,T<iseph  Noreaga  ami  now  claiineil  by  Colonel  AVhite,  has  1 u  received. 

I  am,  &c.,  &c., 

E    IIAYWARD. 
Colonel  Robert  Cutler,  Sirnri/or  General,  Tallahagsee. 


C4exer.\l  L.and  Office,  Jalij  5,  1832. 
Sir:  Enclosed  you  have  a  duly  certilied  copy  of  the  decree  and  order  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  made  at  the  last  term  of  said  co«rt,  by  which  the  Arrcdondo  claim  to  280,645  5-7  acres  is 
confirmed,  and  the  manner  of  making  the  surveys  prescribed.  You  will,  therefore,  take  the  necessary 
steps  to  have  this  claim  surveyed,  in  strict  conformity  to  the  order  of  the  court,  and  return  a  copy  of  the 
plat  and  field-notes  to  this  office.  The  lines  of  this  claim  should  Ijo  accurately  connected  with  the  lines 
of  public  surveys  so  far  as  thej'  may  have  lieeu  run. 
I  am,  &c.,  &c., 

E.  IIAYWARD. 
Colijuel  Robert  Butler,  Sarvei/or  General,  TallaJiasi^ep. 


(iEN-ER.vi,  Lan-u  Office,  Aarjud  23,  1832. 

Sir:  Enclosed  you  have   an   extract  of  a  letter  dated    loth  instant,  from  the  Hon.  Jos(qili  M.  White, 
respecting  certain  claims  in  Florida,  and  I  will  thank  you  to  inform  me  whether  they  have  been  surveyed, 
and  if  not,  of  the  causes  which  have  prevented  the  execution  of  that  work. 
I  am,  &c.,  &c., 

E.  ILUAVARD. 
Colo.'iel  Robert  Butler,  Surveyor  General,  Tallahassee. 


(Jexer.il  Laxd  Office,  September  27,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  several  letters  of  the  24th  ultimo,  and  of  the  15th  and  lijth  instant,  liavc  been  received.  I 
very  much  regret  your  indisposition,  and  that  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  duties  of  j-our  office, 
which  have  grown  out  of  congressional  legislation,  should  be  found  among  the  reasons  wliich  have  induced 
Mr.  Searcy  to  tender  his  resignation  as  chief  clerk  in  your  office. 

5Ir.  Searcy  states,  in  his  letter,  that  after  the  returns  due  to  this  office  had  been  conqdeted,  the  late 
law  of  Congress  will  cause  them  to  be  of  no  use.  He  must  allude  to  the  act  of  5th  April  last,  and  the 
necessity  of  minute  subdivisions  of /rac<('onn/  sections.  The  necessity^  for  throwing  aside  those  returns 
and  making  out  new  plats  is  not  apparent  without  further  explanations.  Why  may  not  the  necessary 
subdivisions  be  shown  on  those  plats 'r*  With  regard  to  the  subdivisions  of  fractional  sections  in  former 
surveys  the  case  is  different;  subdivisional  pilats  will  be  necessary  under  those  circumstances,  and  the  labor 
of  preparing  them  will  be  great. 

On  the  13th  instant  you  were  written  to  respecting  the  arrears  of  j'our  office,  and  were  requested  to 
make  a  report  of  the  different  duties  to  be  performed,  with  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  clerks,  &c.,  Avhich 
would  be  required  to  bring  up  the  work  in  a  given  time. 

I  would  now  suggest  that  the  circumstances  set  forth  in  your  communication  of  the  24th  August  last 
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Ill"  inailc  1(1  ci'iistitutc  a  |iart  cif  ymir  ic'iH.rt,  which  will  be  subinittnl  to  Cung-ross  at  an  early  periiid  of  the 
a|)proachiii>;-  session,  when  I  indnlge  a  cmitident  hope  that  the  embarrassments  existing-  in  the  several 
surveying-  districts,  and  the  injury  which  results  to  the  public  service  for  want  of  adequate  means  to 
execute  Uie  rc(iuirenients  of  law,  will  bo  fully  and  fairly  investigated,  and  an  adequate  relief  provided. 
Meanwhile  I  trust  that  .Mr.  Searcy  may  lie  induced  to  continue  to  perforin  the  duties  of  the  ofKce  as  usual, 
and  as  far  ax  Ids  iim/Zh.  irill  jwrtni't,  until  the  result  of  the  intended  apidication  to  Congress  for  relief  shall 
have  been  aseertaini'd. 
I  am,  &c.,  &c., 

E.  ir.VYWARD. 

1>_  j^ 1)1  the  niiilst  of  the  constant  jircssure  of  details  of  business,  the  omission  to  acknowledge  the 

receipt  of  your  letter  of  iZA  .May  last,  and  the  acciDiqianying  pa[iers,  was  not  noticed  until  your  letter  of 
24th  ultimo  mentioned  the  circumstance. 

E.  H. 


Gexer.m,  L.wn  Office,  November  19,  1S32. 

Sir:  I  will  thank  you  for  information  whether  you  liave  among  the  records  of  your  office  a  plan  of  the 
city  of  St.  Augustine,  showing-  the  public  and  private  lots  and  commons  within  the  corporate  limits' of  the 
city,  and  on  which  are  designated  those  wliich  have  been  reserved  or  granted  for  corporate  purposes  bj- 
the  laws  of  Spain  or  Congress,  and  those  which  have  been  confirmed  to  individuals.  If  you  have  such 
plan,  I  will  thank  you  to  furnish  a  copy  as  soon  as  practicable. 

I  will  also  thank  you  to  furnish  a  copy  of  your  letter  of  11th  .Vugust,  1829,  which  accompanied  a  plan 
of  the  cityof  Pensacola,  the  original  having-  been  mislaid. 
I  am    &c.,  ifcc, 

E.  IIAYWAIID. 

Colonel  I'lOBEP.T  PiUTLER,  Hitrvei/or  General,  Tallahassee. 


Gener.vi,  T>.\\ri  Office,  A^ovember  28,  1832. 

Sir:  Tlic  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  a  view  of  carrying  into  efiect  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  28th  of  June  last,  respecting-  lots  in  the  cities  of  St.  Augustine  and  Pensacola,  having 
called  upim  this  office  for  the  surveys  of  those  cities,  was  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  small  map  of 
Pensacola,  received  with  your  letter  of  August  11,  1829,  and  informed  that  this  office  was  not  in  possession 
of  any  resurvcy  of  St.  Augustine;  and,  on  the  24th  instant,  tlie  map  of  Pensacola  was  returned  in  a  letter, 
of  which  I  now  enclose  you  a  copy. 

I  have  therefore  to  request  tliat  yon  w-ill,  as  soon  as  practicable,  furnish  me  with  another  plan  of 
Pensacola,  exhibiting,  by  different  colors  and  suitable  references,  such  lots  therein  as  have  been  granted 
for  coi'poratc  purposes  by  the  laws  of  Spain  and  of  the  Un^ed  States,  respectively;  those  which  have  been 
set  apart  for  churches  or  burying  grounds  by  the  laws  aforesaid,  or  by  anj^  ordinance  of  the  corporate 
authorities  of  the  city,  and  the  dates,  when  so  set  apart,  as  far  as  practicable;  those  which  have  been 
confirmed  to  individuals,  and  those  now  the  propcrt3' of  the  United  States,  with  such  other  information  as 
will  enable  the  Executive  to  carry  the  before-mentioned  law  into  full  effect. 

A  similar  plan  of  St.  Augustine  is  required  before  the  Executive  can  execute  the  law  so  far  as  it 
respects  the  lots  in  tliat  city. 
I  am,  itc,  &c., 

E.  IIAYWARD. 

Colonel  liOBERT  Buti.er,  Surveyor  Gcneril,  TaJlahassce. 


General  L.\nd  Office,  December  It,  1832. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  delegate  from  Florida,  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasurj-,  with  a  copy  of  the  letter  therein  referred  to,  from  Peter  Mitchell,  in  relation  to  the  survey  of  the 
Arredondo  claim. 

Your  special  and  immediate  attention  is  requested  to  the  subject-matter  of  Mr.  Mitchell's  communication, 
and  it  is  expected  and  required  that  you  will  report  to  the  department  thereon  as  soon  as  practicable. 
I  am,  &c.,  itc, 

B.  HAYVVARD. 
Colonel  Robert  Butler,  Surveijor  General,  Tallahassee. 


List  fif  letlers  from  Robert  Butler,  surveyor,  <t-c.,  at  Tallahassee,  to  the  Commissioner  (if  the  General  Land  Office, 
transmitted  with  the  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated  January  i,  1833. 

Extract  of  a  letter  dated  September  15,  1825. 
Extract  of  a  letter  dated  October  26,  1825. 
Extract  of  a  letter  dated  July  10,  1826. 
E.xtract  of  a  letter  dated  November  17,  1826. 
Extract  of  a  letter  dated  March  26,  1827. 
Copy  of  a  letter  dated  April  10,  1827. 
Extract  of  a  letter  dated  May  15,  1827. 
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Copy  of  a  letter  dated  May  22,  1S27. 
Extract  of  a  letter  dated  Jniie  (i,  1S2T. 
Extract  of  a  letter  dated  July  3,  LS27. 
Copy  of  a  letter  dated  July  24,  1827,  and  tlie  enclosed. 
,  C(>]\y  of  a  letter  dated  September  15,  1M2T. 
Extract  of  a  letter  dated  October  3,  1827. 
Extract  of  a  letter  dated  October  15,  1827. 
Extract  of  a  letter  dated  Dt'cemlier  (>,  1827. 
Copy  of  a  letter  dated  March  11,  1828. 
Extract  of  a  letter  dated  'Siavch  11,  1828. 
Extract  of  a  letter  dated  April  15,  1828. 
Extract  of  a  letter  dated  .May  13,  1828. 
,    Extract  of  a  letter  dated  July  1,  1828. 

Cop3'  of  a  letter  dated  July  15,  1828,  aud  the  enclosed. 

Copy  of  a  letter  dated  Aug-ust  12,  1828. 

Extract  of  a  letter  dated  September  1,  1828. 

Extract  of  a  letter  dated  October  14,  1828,  aud  the  enclosed. 

Copy  of  a  letter  dated  December  1,  1828. 

Copy  of  a  letter  dated  December  15,  1829. 

Copy  of  a  letter,  dated  December  20,  1820. 

Extract  of  a  letter  dated  February  17,  1820. 

Copy  of  a  letter  dated  March  1(>,  1820. 

Extract  of  a  letter  dated  Jlay  5,  1820. 

Copy  of  a  letter  dated  July  28,  1820. 

Copy  of  a  letter  dated  January  5,  1830. 

Copy  of  a  letter  dated  January  5,  1830. 

Copy  of  a  letter  dated  January  2i),  1830. 

Copy  of  a  letter  dated  March  IC,  1830. 

Copy  of  a  letter  dated  July  12,  1830. 

Copy  of  a  letter  dated  Au<?ust  1,  1830. 

Extract  of  a  letter  dated  October  8,  1830. 

Extract  of  a  letter  dated  January  14,  1831. 

Extract  of  a  letter  dated  February  3,  1831. 

Extract  of  a  letter  dated  March  3^  1831. 

Extract  of  a  letter  dated  March  17,  1831. 

Copy  of  a  letter  dated  June  29,  1831. 

Extract  of  a  letter  dated  June  29,  1831. 

Extract  of  a  letter  dated  September  21,  1831. 

Copy  of  a  letter  dated  October  12,  1831. 

Copy  of  a  letter  dated  December  1,  1831. 

Cop3'  of  a  letter  dated  April  11,  1832,  and  the  enclosed." 

Copy  of  a  letter  dated  April  18,  1832,  and  the  enclosed. 

Copy  of  a  letter  dated  Augu.st  13,  18i52. 

Extract  of  a  letter  dated  August  24,  1832. 

Copy  of  a  letter  dated  September  15,  1832. 

Copy  of  a  letter  dated  September  1(5,  1832. 


Near  N.\snYiLLE,  Scplcinbcr  15,  1825. 

"Sir:  You  will  discover  from  my  general  instructiiin.s,  (a  copy  of  -which  is  herewith  accompanied,) 
that  I  have  unifurmlj'  directed  that  no  township  shall  be  sectioned  in  which  private  claims  may  be;  and  I 
regret  that  your  letter  of  August  20  should  presuppose  tliat  I  had  deviated  from  your  instructions.  Your 
expression  of  the  object  of  the  government  in  tiie  last  clause  of  that  letter  shall  be  made  a  part  of  my 
instructions  to  the  deputies. 

"  Unless  Congress  shall  act  upon  the  private  claims  at  the  ensuing   session,  I  shall  not  feel  myself 
authorized  to  have  any  work  done  in  1827,  unless  specially  required  by  you." 
I  have,  &c., 


ROBERT  15UTLEK. 


George  Gr.\u.\m,  Esq.,  Gomiimdoner  of  General  Land  Office. 


Extrart  of  a  letter  from  Robert  Butler,  esq.,  to  George  Graham,  esq.,  Commisdoner  of  tlie  General  Land  Office, 

dated  Octoirr  2(5,  1825. 

"The  difficulties  suggested  in  your  last  letter  with  regard  to  compelling  tiie  deputies,  under  the  form 
of  contract  adopted,  to  pay  for  inco'rrect  surveying,  permit  me  to  say,  does  not  exist;  for  the  return  of 
surveyors  explicitly  states  the  period  in  which'it  may  be  executed,  and  my  individual  instructions  to  each 
deputy  (copies  of  vihich  are  on  file)  point  out,  as  near  as  may  be,  the  ground  they  are  to  occupy;  and  the 
contract  itself  requires  the  work  to  be  executed  within  a  given  period;  and  added  to  all  which,  I  have 
taken  an  individual  bond  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  with  good  security,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  all 
surveying  assigned  to  each  deputy,  imder  all  which  there  can  be  no  possibility  of  esGape._  The  latter 
precaution  I  have  adopted,  growing  out  of  a  circumstance  that  transpired  (as  I  have  been  informed)  in 
Freeman's  oillce,  where  returns  under  contract  were  regularly  made  into  the  office,  well  executed  on 
paper,  without  a  chain  ever  having  been  stretched  in  the  district  assigned." 
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Tallahassee,  July  10,  1826. 

"Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonrs,  1st  ultimo,  covering  a  bill  providing  for 
the  survey  of  the  private  claims  in  Florida,  but  which,  for  want  of  time,  was  laid  over  by  the  Senate. 
"  I  have,  &c.,  . 

"K.  BUTLER. 
"  George  Graham,  Esq.,  €ummisdo7ier  General  Land  Office." 


Surveyor's  Office,  Tallahassee,  November  lY,  1826. 

Sir:  I  liavc  received  your  letter  of  date  18tli  ultimo,  in  which  you  request  me  to  give  you  an  estimate 
of  the  amount  that  will  bo  necessary  to  rcsurvey  the  confirmed  claims,  which  had  hitherto  been  surveyed 
under  the  Spanisli  government,  and  what  portion  of  it  would  be  required  for  the  year  1821.  In  answer, 
I  have  to  remark  tliat  1  have  no  data  in  my  possession  whatever  to  found  an  estimate  upon.  The  sus- 
pension of  the  surveys  for  the  ensuing  season  I  consider  a  very  prudent  measure,  and  from  the  best 
information  I  can  obtain  at  present,  I  am  decidedly  of  the  opinion  tliat  there  is  no  land  townshipped  east 
of  the  Suwannee  river  free  from  private  claims,  that  is  of  the  character  which  you  have  authorized  the 
survey  of  I  therefore  shall  decline  making  any  contracts  until  an  appropriation  is  made  for  laying  down 
the  private  claims. 

With  great  respect,  &c., 

ROBERT  BUTLER. 
George  Graham,  Esq.,  Uomnmsioncr  General  Land  Office. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Robert  Butler,  esq.,  to  Georr/e  Graham,  esq..  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

dated  ilarch  26,  1827. 

"  I  was  placed  in  possession  of  your  letter  of  instructions  of  February  26,  by  the  last  mail.  I  have 
given  to  tlicm  and  to  the  law  much  attention,  and  at  present  see  no  difficulties  in  the  way  of  their  prompt 
execution,  provided  I  am  placed  in  possession  of  the  requisite  documents  by  tlie  keeper  of  tlie  archives 
at  Pensacola  in  a  reasonable  time  to  enable  me  to  commence  operations.  I  shall,  in  strict  accordance  with 
your  instructions,  confide  this  work  to  those  of  my  deputies  in  whom  I  have  every  confidence." 


Surveyor  General's  Office,  Tallahassee,  April  10,  1821. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  8th  ultimo,  by  the  last  mail. 
The  information  therein  afforded  supersedes  the  necessity  of  a  reply  to  my  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo. 

If  I  can  immediately  obtain  some  information  to  enable  me  to  district  the  country,  I  shall  commence 
the  execution  of  your  instructions  witliout  delay.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  placed  at  my  disposal 
the  funds  enumerated  in  your  letter  above  acknowledged.  In  the  last  clause  of  your  letter  of  instructions, 
bearing  date  February  26,  j'ou  mention  the  survey  of  the  private  claims  in  the  town  and  neighborhood  of 
Pensacola.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  inform  me  if  it  is  meant  that  a  survey  of  the  town  is  to  be 
made  entire,  or  have  you  instructions  bearing  only  on  such  claims  as  may  be  presented  to  the  deputy 
for  designation  ? 

I  hope  to  effect  the  execution  of  your  instructions  at  an  early  period,  to  enable  you  to  bring  into 
market  tlie  public  lands,  and  have  the  private  claims  patented,  which  have  been  confirmed,  without 
unnecessary  delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT   BUTLER. 

George  Graham,  Esq.,  Commissioner  General  Land  Office. 


Extract  <f  a  letter  from  Eobeii  Butler,  esq.,  to  Georqe  Graham,  esq..  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

dated  May  15,  1827. 

"  I  have  received,  on  the  7th  instant,  the  acts  passed  at  the  second  session  of  the  nineteenth  Congress, 
and  by  last  mail  a  book  of  State  papers  relating  to  the  private  land  claims  in  Florida,  which  will  enable 
me  to  commence  at  an  early  day  the  contemplated  surveys;  and  I  trust  I  shall  be  enabled  to  report  them 
in  sufiScient  time  to  meet  your  wishes." 


Tallahassee,  3Iay  23,  1827. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  by  yesterday's  mail  of  your  several  letters,  (3,) 
bearing  date  26th,  (1,)  28th,  (1,)  May  1st  instant,  together  with  the  plan  of  Pensacola;  also  extracts 
from  tlie  instructions  of  Colonel  McRee  and  the  location  of  the  lands  given  to  Doyle  and  Uambley,  all  of 
which  shall  have  due  attention  The  deputy  surveyor,  who  has  made  the  above  location,  is  at  present 
absent,  and  on  his  return,  which  will  not  be  for  some  weeks,  you  shall  hear  from  me  touching  that  matter. 
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I  shall  endeavor  to  olitaiu  ;ui  oiliciiil  [ilaiL  (as  cxIcikUmI  by  the  Spanisli  j;'iiv('riiiii('nt )  (if  IIk^  city  of 
Ponsacola,  agreeably  to  your  suggestions;  and  1  agree  with  you  entirely  in  the  beliet  that  there  is  no 
necessity  for  a  survey  of  the  city,  unless  it  is  the  exterior  lines,  to  enable  this  office  to  form  a  correct 
connexion  of  the  adjacent  lands. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

IIOHEUT  15UTLER. 
Geor(;e  Gkaham,  Es<i. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Rolvrl  Butler,  eiftj.,  to  George  Graham,  esq.,  Commii^fiVDU'r  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

dated  June  <!,  ISil. 

"  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  Tth  ultimo,  accompanied  with  a  plan  of  the  navy  yard  near  Pensa- 
cola.  I  am  about  to  despatch  one  deputy  surveyor  to  Fensacola  with  a  view  to  commence  the  work,  and 
shall  have  two  more  in  the  early  jiart  of  August.  The  season  will  be  a  dangerous  one,  and  niy  deinitics 
act  with  much  reluctance,  believing  tlieir  lives  jeopardized  by  the  attempt.  Colonel  Exum,  who  will 
sm'vey  immediately  in  the  vicinity  of  I'ensacula  and  Barrancas,  will  do  am|)le  justice  to  ihe  service." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Robert  Butler,  esq.,  to  George  Graham,  esq  ,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

dated  July  3,  1821. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  several  letters  bearing  date  the  1st  and  2d  of 
June.  I  shall  comply  with  your  wishes,  as  early  as  practicable,  in  forwarding  a  township  ]ilat  containing 
private  claims  for  your  approval.  I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  my  deputy.  Colonel  J.  W.  Exum,  at 
Pensacola;  the  fjllowing  is  extracted  for  your  information: 

"  '  On  my  arrival,  I  made  application  to  the  mayor,  his  clerk,  and  several  of  the  aldermen  of  the  city, 
as  also  the  keeper  of  the  archives  and  city  surveyor,  for  the  plan  of  the  city.  I  was  unable  to  obtain  one; 
therefore,  by  the  assistance  of  the  city  surveyor  and  keeper  of  the  archives,  I  have  been  employed  ever 
since  I  reached  this  place  in  measuring,  and  I  believe  I  have,  or  will  have  in  a  few  days,  a  correct  plan. 
I  did  at  first  find  some  difficulty  in  measuring  after  leaving  the  English  plan — the  measurement  being  in 
perches  or  arpents  of  Paris  measure  ;  that  difficulty  is  surmounted,  but  that  is  not  the  worst  I  fear.  I 
"find  some  claims  commence  at  picket  ^,  5,  10,  15,  and  as  far  as  25  miles  from  a  defined  point.  The  word 
about  appears  to  be  a  common  commencement,  and  running  about  N.NE.  (or  some  other  mariner's  point) 
to  a  picket,  so  many  Parisian  perches,  &c.,  but  never  closes.' 

"  The  foregoing  will  give  you  some  idea  of  the  manner  in  which  the  surveys  of  private  claims  have 
been  executed,  and  prepares  my  mind  at  once  for  a  continued  scene  of  vague  and  clashing  interests.  The 
surveyors,  however,  who  have  been  selected  for  this  important  duty,  I  have  the  most  implicit  confidence 
will  perform  it  in  a  masterly  manner  ;  and,  when  the  surveys  shall  have  passed  the  ordeal  of  this  office,  I 
trust  will  be  found  to  meet  with  your  entire  approbation." 


T.iLL.uiASSEE,  July  24,  1827. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  Colonel  Exum's  letter,  which  is  submitted  with  a  hope 
that  you  will  suggest  some  course  whereby  the  survej'ors  can  proceed  in  the  execution  of  their  duties  and 
the  provisions  of  law  complied  with. 

Unless  the  claimants  designate  their  land,  the  grand  object  of  a  check  in  the  surveyor  general's  certifi- 
cate is  totally  lost. 

I  hope  to  hear  from  you  upon  this  subject  as  early  as  your  convenience  will   permit,  as  two  other 
surveyors  will  be  engaged  in  ten  daj's  more. 
I  have,  &c., 

ROBERT  BUTLER. 

George  Graham,  Esq. 


Pexsacola,  Julij  10,  1827. 
Dear  Colonel  :  I  have  just  received  your  favor  of  the  3d  instant ;  observe  the  remarks,  &c.  ;  must 
further  state  to  you  that  you  have  no  idea  of  the  difficulty  I  have  to  encounter  with.  I  continued  in 
Pensacola  until  the  5th  of  July.  I  received  one  plat  of  survey,  as  also  one  plat  and  certificate  of  title  ; 
the  plat  alone  was  encompassed  by  the  navy  yard  ;  the  plat  and  certificate  was  one  sold  by  the  marshal 
sometime  since,  and  the  purchaser  knows  not  where  it  is.  All  those  who  have  claims  say  they  shall  not 
trouble  tliemselves  to  go  to  the  sun  to  show  the  corner  ;  if  the  general  government  wants  to  connect  the 
surveys,  they  may  send  and  get  copies  of  their  claims  from  the  keeper  of  the  archives,  and  pay  for  it,  for 
they  will  not  ;  and  they  will  not  deliver  their  original  to  any  person  even  by  order  of  the  general  govern- 
ment ;  and  they  will  not  copy  them  themselves.  In  consequence  of  which,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
keeper  of  the  archives,  I  obtained  a  sketch  of  the  location  of  claims,  &c.,  in  my  district,  and  have  closed 
some  surveys  ;  and  shall  commence  to-morrow  in  township  No.  1,  range  29  south  and  west,  in  which  there 
are  several  claims,  but  no  person  living  on  it  can  give  or  will  give  any  information  whatever.  There  are 
corners  marked  all  through  the  country,  many  of  which  are  not  sanctioned  ;  therefore,  when  I  find  a 
corner  appearing  to  answer  a  grant,  I  then  make  a  trial  ;  if  it  fits  the  call,  I  consider  it  right,  otherwise 
I  search  again.     There  being  no  lines  marked,  I  have  simply  to  search  for  corners  alone. 

JAMES  W.  EXUM. 
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SunvEYOR  General's  Office,  TaUahansee,  September  15,  1827. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  ackiiowledg'e  the  receipt  of  your  very  interesting  letter  of  instructions  of 
the  18th  ultimo,  and  tender  you  niy  tlianks  for  the  particular  manner  in  which  you  have  complied  with 
my  request  of  the  24rth  of  July. 

The  instructions  given  to  my  deputies,  together  with  their  patient  forbearance  and  solicitation,  have 
overcome  the  difdculties  pretty  generally,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  they  will  happily 
succeed  in  the  execution  of  their  contracts. 

Enclosed  you  will  receive  a  diagram  exhibiting  the  in;miier  in  which  the  private  claims  are  laid 
down  and  the  residuary  lands  connected.  The  corners,  under  my  instructions,  are  marked  witli  the 
claimant's  name,  and  U.  S.  i'rontiiig  the  public  lands,  independent  of  the  usual  marks.  To  enable  me  to 
render  perfect  my  return,  I  request  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  direct  this  office  to  be  furnished  with  a 
copy  of  the  field-notes  of  a  township  having  private  claims  therein  which  are  approved,  and  suggest  any 
alterations  you  may  deem  necessary  in  the  draught  now  forwarded. 

I  shall  take  occasion  to  examine  the  subject  of  improvement  on  the  present  law  relating  to  private 
claims,  and  will  furnish  such  suggestions,  in  time  for  the  meeting  of  Congress,  as  my  reflections  produce. 

If  you  should  determine  on  having  any  surveying  done  this  winter,  other  than  what  is  in  progress,  I 
would  suggest  that  the  season  most  appropriate  is  near  at  hand. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  BUTLER. 


Tallahassee,  October  3,  182T. 

The  surveying  of  private  land  claims  in  West  Florida  has  been  suspended  for  the  present,  owing  to 
misfortunes  that  could  not  be  obviated,  and  circumstances  not  at  first  anticipated.  Pensacola  has  unhap- 
pily been  visited  this  season  with  the  yellow  fever,  which  has  extended  its  ravages  into  the  country,  and 
my  surveyors  in  that  neighborhood  have  sufl'ered  severely.  Several  of  their  men  having  died,  and  others 
being  sick,  it  has  been  impossible  for  thein  to  progress  in  liusiness. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  BUTLER. 
George  Graham,  Esq.,  Commisiioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 


Tallahassee,  October  15,  182T. 
I  informed  you  that  the  surveying  in  the  neighborhood  of  Pensacola  was  necessarily  suspended, 
owing  to  the  prevalence  of  the  yellow  fever,  which  seems  was  not  confined  to  the  city.  Some  of  the 
hands  employed  by  my  deputies  fell  victims  to  this  disease.  Colonel  Exum  has  arrived  and  is  making 
returns  to  this  office  of  the  work  completed,  and  we  will  commence  the  duties  growing  out  of  his  return 
immediately. 

I  have,  &c., 

ROBERT  BUTLER. 
George  Graham,  Esq. 


Extract  of  a  letter  frorn  Robert  Butler,  esq.,  to  George  Graham,  esq..  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

dated  December  G,  1827. 

"  Advices  from  the  deputies  engaged  in  laying  down  the  private  claims  in  the  west,  induce  a  belief 
that  they  will  soon  complete  their  labors  ;  and  I  regret  to  say  that  they  will  not  even  save  themselves 
under  their  contract. 

"  I  have  informed  them  that  I  am  authorized  to  extend  their  contracts,  as  some  remuneration  for  the 
difficulties  encountered,  and  shall,  in  pursuance  of  your  instructions,  proceed  to  have  executed  the  sur- 
veys intimated  in  a  former  communication  The  receipt  of  your  last  instructions  will  enable  ine  to  make 
my  returns  to  your  office  in  a  manner  I  hope  entirely  satisfactory. 

"  From  a  careful  examination  of  the  law  of  the  last  session  of  Congress  relating  to  private  claims,  I 
am  not  able  to  recommend  any  additional  provisions  that  would  have  a  salutary  effect,  unless  it  can  be 
amended  so  as  to  give  an  additional  compensation  to  the  surveyor,  which,  from  experience,  proves  inade- 
quate to  the  duties. 

"  The  additional  labors  imposed  upon  my  office,  without  anj'  compensation  attached  thereto,  must  be 
submitted  to  under  a  hope  that  time  will  be  allotted  for  their  execution  corresponding  with  the  duties  to 
be  performed.  To  induce  private  claimants  to  give  the  necessary  information  to  the  surveyors,  it  will 
only  be  necessary,  I  apprehend,  to  give  timely  notice  informing  them  that,  when  they  fail  to  attend  or 
furnish  the  necessary  evidence,  the  lands  will  be  connected  and  surveyed  as  public  lands  for  sale." 


Surveyor's  Office,  Tallahassee,  March  11,  1828. 
.       I*  appears  from  your  letter  that  you  anticipated  greater  progress  in  the  survey  of  the  private  claims 
in  West  Florida.     Colonel  Exum  andMajor  Clements  have  recently  completed  their  returns  to  this  office, 
and  Mr.  Donelson  is  here  making  out  his  returns.     The  sickness  that  prevailed  last  fall,  and  the  delay 
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occasioned  by  the  claimants  not  showing;-  tiicir  lands,  the  dillicultics  in  otiicr  n'spccls,  tlio  badiioss  of 
tiie  conntry  and  impassable  swamps,  must  lie  the  apoliip,-y  lor  delay.  1  hail  aiilicipati'd  forwarding  some 
part  of  this  work  by  tliis  mail,  but  lind  it  impossible,  owinp,-  to  the  juivate  ehiims  runnin.i;-  into  ditrerent 
townships,  M-hich  renders  the  comparison  of  them  necessary  before  they  are  forwardeil.  As  soon  as  I 
can  complete  some  that  are  disconnected  with  others,  you  shall  have  them. 

jSlauy  diiliculties  arise  in  these  surveys,  such  as  the  impracticability  of  closing-  many  private  claims, 
from  marshes  and  cpiag-mires  impassable.  Numbers  have  never  been' surveyed,' oilier  than  beginnings 
established,  or  calls  depending  upon  each.  The  amount  of  land  seldom  corresponds  with  the  grants  when 
run  to  the  calls  thereof;  and  nuuiy  claims  interfere  with  each  other.  Snme  of  the  claims  have  so  indeli- 
nitc  beginning,  that  to  identify  them  wouhl  be  impossilile  ;  others  can  never  be  surveyed,  iiwing  to  the 
location  being  impracticable. 

At  the  close  of  the  quarter  ending  the  olst  instant,  there  will  ap[iear  a  delieit,  on  account  of  jiublic 
lauds  surveyed,  of  about  $1,300  ;  and  a  sum  sullicient  on  hand  for  the  completion,  as  I  believe,  of  all   the 
private  claims  in  ^^'est  Florida  that  can  lie  surveyed  or   f.iuud,  and   t<i    which    objiM-t    the   attention   of  a 
surveyor  will  be  directed  next  montli. 
I  have,  &c., 

KOBERT  RUTLER. 

OEORciE    tJR.MUM,   Esi]. 


Si-RVEYon's  Office,  Tallalw:<^fi\  Ufarrli  11,  18'2S. 
Sir  :  In  designating  the  districts  for  the  surveyors  west,  the  Escandiia  river  was  made  the  boundary 
between  two  of  them.  It  has  resulted  in  causing  returns  by  those  surveyors  of  parts  of  townships  which 
embraced  that  river,  each  giving  sectional  numbers,  beginning  with  No.  i;  and  their  certificates  of  private 
claims  may  have  the  same  number,  or,  at  any  event,  there  are  two  numbers  the  same  in  a  greater  part  of 
the  township. 

Will  a  return  of  these  townships  made  separate,  designating  one  cast  the  other  west  of  the  river, 
answer;  or  must  the  returns  be  connected  and  the  sectional  numbers  altered  throughout  from  what  the 
deputies  have  given,  and  the  certificates  from  this  office  be  made  to  correspond  therewith? 

The  deputies  not  having  made  their  returns  at  the  same  time,  the  difficulty  was  not  perceived  in  them 
to  remedy  it. 

I  would  also  inquire  whether  I  am  to  grant  certificates  for  those  claims  that  interfere  with  each  other 
before  a  legal  decision  is  had  between  the  parties  ;  and  whether  a  tract  of  land,  when  surveyed  agreeably 
to  the  calls  of  grant  or  survey,  shall  exceed  or  fall  sliort  of  the  amount  expressed  by  the  commissioners, 
in  their  confirmations,  to  an  amount  considerable  in  itself,  yet  evidently  the  land  intended  ought  to  receive 
my  sanction  ?  My  wish  to  perform  the  duties  assigned  me  in  a  manner  unexceptionalde,  gives  rise  to  my 
troubling  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.. 


George  Grah.ui,  Esq.,  WaAingtun,  D.  C. 


ROBERT  BUTLER. 


Si-rvevor's  Office,  TaUahassec.  April  15,  1828. 
In  the  progress  of  my  examination  of  the  private  claims  which  have  been  surveyed,  I  find  the  absence 
of  the  report  of  the  register  and  receiver  of  claims   which  appears   to  have   received   the  sanction  of 
Congress  in  the  fifth  section  of  an  act  approved  April  22,  1S26. 

I  have  written   to  Mr.  Cairo  for  a  copj',  but,  fearful   that  he   may  not  bo  in  possession  of  it,  will  be 
obliged  to  you  to  direct  a  copy  to  be  sent  to  this  office.     Several   township  plats,  otherwise  ready  to  be 
forwarded  to  your  office,  must  be  witliheld  on  that  account. 
I  have,  &c., 

ROBERT   BUTLER. 
George  Graham,  Esq.,  Commissioner  of  the.  General  Land  Offiee. 


Tallahassee,  Maij  13,  1828. 
I  have  despatched,  a  few  weeks  since,  my  surveyors  south  and  east  for  the  completion  of  the  work 
contemplated  in  my  estimate,  but  they  returned  immediately,  owing  to  a  fall  of  rain  having  inundated 
the  country  so  as  to  render  it  impassable.  I  have  therefore  despatched  them,  with  instructions  to  complete 
the  remaining  private  claims  that  can  lie  fouml,  and  all  and  every  unfinished  work  that  may  be  practi- 
cable and  which  ought  to  be  surveyed. 
I  have,  Sec, 


George  Graham,  Esq.,  Commissioner  General  Land  Office. 


ROBERT  BUTLER. 


Surveyor's  Office,  Tallahassee,  Juhj  I,  1828. 

Your  letters  of  the  6th  and  12tli  ultimo,  together  with  tlie  enclosures  referred  to,  have  been  duly 
received  and  will  meet  my  early  attention. 

Congress  having  extended  the  period  for  adjudicating  private  claims  east,  1  am  persuaded  that 
endless  difficulties  will  accrue  in  prosecuting  the  survey's  in  that  quarter  at  the  present  time.  I  will, 
however,  communicate  with  the  register  and  receiver  at  your  request,  and  apprise  you  of  what  I  may 
ultimately  determine  upon. 
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My  deputy  survH^yurs  have  just  an-ivod  from  the  west— have  been  driven  out  of  the  country  by  the 
extreme  heat  of  the  weather.  The  claimants  liave  not  in  one  single  instance  availed  themselves  of  this 
opportunity  to  have  their  claims  run  out,  although  notitied  through  the  paper  at  Pensacola,  and  the 
deputies  remaining  at  that  city  for  four  days  under  very  heavy  expenses.  I  am  appehensive  that  large 
portions  of  those  claims  are  so  poor  as  to  induce  the  owners  to  permit  then-  survey  and  sale,  with  a 
hope  of  future  indemnity  by  the  United  States.  This  opinion,  however,  is  wholly  my  own,  without  any 
information  on  the  sulijoct  from  others. 

^  '"''''''  '^''•'  ROBERT  BUTLER. 

Geokge  Graham,  Esq.,  Cmiwiisnoiier  General  Land  Office,  Washington. 


Surveyor's  Office,  Tallahassee,  July  15,  1828. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  lltli  ultimo,  with  the  enclosed 
extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  White,  on  the  subject  of  the  duties  appertaining  to  this  office.  I 
have  also  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  White  on  the  subject  of  some  private  claims  in  West  Florida. 

The  accompanying  documents,  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  will  apprise  you  of  the  steps  taken  to  have  the 
private  claims  surveyed;  and  under  your  letter  of  instructions  of  date  the  18th  August,  1827,  I  feel 
justified  in  saying  that  all  has  been  done  by  this  department  that  can  be  required  of  it.  If  the  surveys 
which  have  been  executed  are  to  remain  open  for  additional  surveys,  they  cannot  be  completed  until  the 
ensuing  year,  and  will  tend  to  accumulate  difSculty  on  difficulty  in  this  office.  On  this  subject  I  must 
await  your  instructions.  Enclosed  you  will  find  my  answer  to  Mr.  White,  subject  to  your  perusal,  and  I 
must  a"sk  the  favor  to  have  it  sealed  and  forwartled  to  his  address.  I  would  barely  remark  that  the 
deputy  surveyor  alluded  to  by  Colonel  White  was  in  his  company  at  Pensacola  on  several  occasions 
during  his  stay  there  under  my  instructions,  and  that  Colonel  White  gave  him  as  a  reason  for  not  going 
with  him  to  show  him  his  lands  the  delicate  health  of  his  lady;  yet  why  did  not  the  colonel  send  some 
person,  or  why  did  his  agent  subsc(iuently  fail  to  attend  to  Colonel  White's  business? 

I  trust,  sir,  that  you  will  have  no  other  than  a  just  regard  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  laws  in  this 
matter,  and  that  my  deputy  surveyor  and  myself  will  not  bo  held  subject  to  tiie  will  of  any  person  who 
may  choose  to  call  "for  surveys  when  their  leisure  and  inclination  prompts  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  BUTLER. 

George  Graham,  Esq.,  Commissioner  General  Land  Office. 


No.  1. 

Surveyor's  Office,   Tallahassee,  April  25,  1828. 

Owing  to  the  country  south  and  cast  being  so  much  inundated  with  the  late  rains  as  to  render 
surveying  impracticable  iii  that  quarter  at  this  time,  you  will  proceed  next  and  take  up  all  unfinished 
work  above  the  parallel,  except  where  it  may  interfere  with  Forbes'  and  Innerarity's  large  claims,  com- 
pleting the  same  as  far  as  practicable  under  your  general  instructions. 

You  will  be  furnished  with  a  list  of  private  claims  which  have  been  sanctioned  and  yet  remain  to  be 
surveyed.     Your  attention  is  particularly  called  to  the  completion  thereof,  so  far  as  you  can  identify  them. 

Should  there  not  be  found  a  sufJBeient  quantity  of  surveying  to  complete  your  contracts,  or  the  season 
too  far  advanced  before  you  complete,  you  are  authorized  to  desist  work,  provided  you  deem  it  hazardous 
to  continue  the  same  ;  in  the  former  event  you  will  have  assigned  you  sufficient  work  to  complete  your 
contract,  so  soon  as  the  fall  season  sets  in,  to  enable  you  again  to  take  the  field;  you  will  also  take  up 
any  unfinished  work  south  of  the  parallel  and  west  of  Choctawhatchee. 

It  is  extremely  desirable  that  your  visit  to  the  west  may  supersede  in  future  the  necessity  of  again 
sending  any  surveyors  in  that  quarter. 
Respectfully, 

ROBERT  BUTLER. 

Messrs.  Clements  and  Exum,  DepiiUi  Surveyors. 


No.  2. 

Tallahassee,  July  10,  1828. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  bearing  date  June,  1827,  directing  me  to  the  west 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  \\\i  the  surveys  of  the  private  claims  east  of  the  Escambia  river  and  north  of 
the  basis  parallel,  together  with  the  jniblic  lands,  &c. 

You  also  instructed  me  to  be,  and  atteml,  in  the  town  of  Pensacola,  from  the  5th  until  the  10th  of 
August,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  from  the  different  claimants  such  information  as  might  be  necessary 
to  enable  me  to  find  the  different  tracts  of  land,  &c.  Sir,  in  compliance  of  which  I  arrived  at  the  town 
of  Pensacola,  either  on  the  3d  or  4tli  of  August,  and  remained  there  until  the  12th  or  13th  of  said  month, 
without  being  able  to  obtain  but  little  information  of  advantage  to  me  from  the  claimants,  some  of  them 
api)cared  to  be  willing  to  aflbrd  any  information,  others  were  indifferent,  ind  some  were  not  to  be  seen. 

I  i)roceeded  to  the  woods  on  the  east  side  of  Escambia  bay,  near  the  head  of  the  same,  above  the 
basis  jiarallel,  and  commenced  work  about  the  27th  or  28th  of  August;  mj'  young  men  with  me  were 
taken  sick,  in  consecpience  of  which,  together  with  the  death  of  my  son,  and  one  other  young  man  in  my 
employ,  I  was  under  the  necessity  of  leaving  the  country  for  a  few  weeks  for  safety.     I  returned  again 
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early  in  November,  and  took  up  my  work.  I  went  af;-ain  to  Pensacola,  about  tlio  22cl  Novenilicr,  fur  the 
purpose  of  seeing-  aome  of  the  clainiaiils  to  indiieu  them  to  send  some  person,  or  come  theniselve.s,  and 
show  me  their  lands.  Some  did  so,  and  had  their  lands  survej'ed,  others  would  not  come;  all  of  which  I 
surveyed  that  I  could  by  any  means  iind,  and  some  with  the  utmost  diUicrdty.  In  relation  to  the  island 
in  the  Escambia  river,  I  was  at  no  time  able  to  procure  any  person  to  show  me  th(.'  land.  Colonel  White 
told  me  that  a  Mr.  Williams  would  be  with  mo  for  the  purpose  of  showiup,-  nie  somethint;-  about  it,  but  he 
failed  to  do  so;  and,  as  I  was  informed,  there  are  many  sloughs  that  run  tia'ough  the  islands,  which  make 
it  dilHcult  for  a  stranger  to  make  any  particular  designation.  There  was  a  package  of  jKipers  sent  to  me, 
being  directed  to  James  R.  Donelson  or  myself,  said  to  belong  to  Colonel  AVhite,  with  a  letter  of  instruc- 
tions, but  of  no  service  to  me  without  a  pilot.  The  lett(.'r,  I  believe,  I  left  with  A.  (Jordoii,  esq.,  of  Pen- 
sacola, and  the  other  papers  sent  back  to  the  post  oflice,  I  believe,  from  which  they  came.  With  much 
difficulty,  I  assure  you,  it  was  that  I  got  to  survey  as  many  [irivate  claims  as  I  did.  I  believed  it  to  be 
my  dut.v  to  survey  all  I  could  Ond,  and  was  at  the  trouble  and  expense  of  obtaining  from  the  keeper  of 
the  public  archives  a  list  of  all  the  claims  that  he  knew  anj'thing  about  in  the  section  of  country  I  was 
directed  to  work  in,  but,  for  the  want  of  the  neccssarj'  information,  I  have  no  doubt  there  are  a  few  j'et 
unsurvej'cd;  but  if  the  necessary  information  can  be  obtained,  I  am  ready  at  any  cimvenient  period  to 
complete  the  surveys  agreeablj'  to  your  instructions,  kc. 
Very  respectfully,  yriur  obedient  servant, 


Colonel  BiTLER. 


BENJ'N  CLEMENTS,  D.juili/  Sim-njor. 


No.  3. 

T.VLL.UI.VSSEE,  Julj  10,  1828. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  bearing  date  April  25,  1828,  directing-  us  to  the 
west  to  take  up  all  the  unfinished  work  west  of  the  Choctawhatchee  river  authorized  t(.i  be  done,  together 
with  all  private  claims,  if  anj',  which  have  not  been  survej-ed. 

Sir,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  information  relative  to  the  private  claims  authorized  to  be  surveyed, 
we  went  to  the  town  of  Pensacola  May  20,  1828,  and  remained  there  until  the  23d,  at  great  expense; 
saw  some  of  the  claimants,  but  were  not  able  to  procure  any  information  whatever.  We  also  got  the  favor  of 
the  editor  of  the  Pensacola  GJazette  to  notice  in  liis  paper  that  we  were  there  in  the  country,  ready  to 
attend  at  any  time  to  the  survey  of  any  private  claims,  with  the  necessary  information  thereto,  and  none 
being  furnished  us  we  were  not  able  to  make  any  survey  of  the  same.  The  season  being  so  far  advanced 
and  the  weather  being  so  very  hot,  and  recollecting  what  we  underwent  the  last  season,  we  thought  it 
advisable  to  desist  from  the  work  for  the  present,  being  authorized  from  your  instructions  to  do  so  if  we 
believed  it  hazardous.  As  .such  we  have  not  been  able  to  complete  all  the  surveys  of  public  lands;  but, 
sir,  we  hold  ourselves  in  readiness  at  all  convenient  periods  to  complete  the  same,  in  compliance  with 
any  instructions  you  may  think  proper  to  give. 
We  are,  very  respectfully, 

BENJ'N  CLEMENTS, 
JAMES  W.  EXUM, 

Deputy  Surveyors. 
Colonel  BrTi.ER. 


Surveyor's  Office,  Tallahaswc,  Awjud  12,  1828. 

Sir:  I  have  this  day  enclosed  to  your  address  two  packets  containing  the  townshiii  jilats  enumerated 
in  the  enclosed  memorandum,  accompanied  with  their  respective  field-notes. 

I  hope  they  will  be  found  entirely  unexceptionable.  The  donation  of  A.  Pringle,  in  section  No.  19, 
township  5,  range  30  north  and  west,  could  not  be  surveyed,  owing  to  the  claim  of  Charles  Baron 
interfering. 

The  manner  of  giving  sectional  numbers  in  many  cases  to  these  private  claims  has  been  made  neces- 
sary from  the  circumstance  of  the  land  having  been  previously  run  out,  and  owing  to  the  inattention  of 
the  claimants  in  not  furnishing-  the  surveyors  in  proper  time  with  a  knowledge  of  their  claims;  but  the 
identity  aflbrded  these  claims,  as  well  from  the  T  plats  as  the  certificates,  will,  I  apprehend,  come  entirely 
within  the  meaning-  of  the  law. 

The  keeper  of  the  archives  of  West  Florida  reported  a  donation  in  favor  of  Thomas  English,  which 
has  been  surveyed;  but  no  other  evidence  exists  in  this  office  that  he  is  entitled  thereto.  Andrew  Mitchell 
has  a  tract  surveyed,  which  interferes  with  Turner  Stark;  also  claims  a  donation,  but  no  evidence  what- 
ever exists  in  the  reports  of  the  commissioners  and  keepers  of  the  archives  that  he  is  entitled  to  either.  I 
therefore  presume  that  there  may  yet  be  a  report  of  the  commission,  which  has  not  been  furnished  this 
office,  or  the  surveyor  has  been  imposed  on. 
I  have,  &c., 

ROBERT  BUTLER. 

George  Graham,  Commissioner  of  the.  General  Land  Office. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Boberi  Butler,  survei/or  rjeneral,  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 

Office,  dated  Septemtjer  1,  1828. 

"The  instructions  contained  in  your  letter  of  tlie  1st  August,  1828,  received  by  the  last  mail,  and 
which  relate  to  surveying-  of  private  claims  in  West  Florida  shall  be  immediately  attended  to.  The 
duties  incident  to  laying  down  those  claims  when  the  lands  have  been  run  out,  will  be  particularly  dis- 


544  -  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  1085. 

tressing  and  ruinous  to  the  deputies  employed,  as  I  liave  no  doubt  a  large  portion  of  the  claimants  will 
pay  no  attention  to  their  interest;  and  the  claims  are  so  imperfect  in  their  locations  and  landmarks  that 
it  "is  impossible  for  the  surveyors  to  proceed  without  the  claimants  identifying  them  in  person. 

"  These  continued  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  government  to  induce  claimants  to  have  their  rights  secured, 
is  certainly  praiseworthy;  but  on  the  other  hand,  how  distressing  to  the  persons  employed  in  the  execution 
of  these  duties,  and  withal,  what  an  extension  of  duties,  and  rendered  more  difficult,  involve  upon  this 
ofBce.  I  hope  and  trust  tiiat  when  the  surveys  to  the  east  are  to  be  executed,  that  I  shall  be  authorized  to 
give  timely  notice  and  to  finally  close  the  surveys  (as  the  deputies  progress)  under  the  provisions  of  the  laws." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Robert  Butler,  surveyor  general,  to  the  Commissmier  of  the  Genei-al  Land 

Office,  dated  October  14,  1828. 

"I  have  the  honor  to  return  the  township  plats  enclosed  with  your  letter  of  the  13th  ultimo,  and  to 
remark  in  explanation,  that  the  Escambia  river  was  not  laid  down,  owing  to  an  oversight  of  the  draughts- 
man, and  escaped  an  observation  in  the  general  examination. 

"  You  will  observe  a  diflcrence  in  the  appearance  of  the  Conecuh  river  on  the  township  plats,  arising 
from  the  fact  of  having  a  meridian  run  on  the  west,  which  differs  in  a  small  degree  from  the  parallels  of 
the  survey  east,  they  having  been  extended  under  many  difficulties  of  swamps,  water-courses,  and  bad 
ground.  The  necessity  for  this  course  was  made  manifest  by  the  representations  of  the  deputy  surveyor, 
that  in  many  places  the  connexion  could  not  be  made  across  that  river,  and  therefore  the  survey  was 
connected  with  its  margin,  giving  rise  to  the  small  diiference  observable. 

•'  I  have  just  had  tiic  pleasure  to  receive  your  letter  of  23d  ultimo,  and  herewith  enclose  you  the  publi- 
cation which  I  have  deemed  proper  to  make  on  the  subject  of  the  private  claims,  and  shall,  in  furtherance 
of  your  views  on  that  subject,  give  the  deputy  surveyors  such  instructions  as  will  secure  my  department 
from  censure." 


NOTICE. 

Surveyor  General's  Office,   Tallahassee,  September  15,  1828. 

Those  persons  having  claims  to  land  in  West  Florida,  as  represented  in  the  annexed  schedule,  are 
hereby  notified  that  deini'ty  surveyors  will  attend  in  Pensacola,  from  the  10th  to  the  13th  of  November 
next,  for  the  third  and  last  time,  to  complete  the  survey  of  those  claims,  when  it  is  expected  that  claim- 
ants'will  attend  and  make  the  necessary  arrangements  with  the  deputies  to  identify  their  beginning 
corners,  which  are  too  indefinite  to  be  found;  and  on  failure  to  do  so,  they  are  informed  that  instructions 
have  been  received  to  survey  the  residuary  lands  as  public  domain,  and  the  surveys  to  be  finally  closed 
and  reported  to  the  General  Land  Office.  It  is  earnestly  desired  on  my  part  that  every  facility  be  afforded 
to  the  claimants  to  have  their  lands  run  out  and  patented,  and  that  tlie  present  opportunity  will  not  be 
lost  on  their  part  to  effect  that  object. 

Those  claimants  to  three  large  tracts  of  land  in  West  Florida,  contained  in  the  reports  of  the  com- 
missioners, and  numbered  "four,"  "eight,"  and  "ten,"  if  disposed  to  avail  themselves  of  the  provisions  of 
the  first  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  the  23d  May,  1828,  are  requested  to  comply  with  the 
provisions  of  the  twelfth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  the  8th  February,  1821,  without  delay, 
so  that  their  claims  may  be  laid  down  on  the  township  plats  accurately,  to  enable  them  subsequently  to 
locate  the  sections  with'in  tlie  same,  as  authorized  by  the  act  of  May,  1828. 

ROBERT  BUTLER. 
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[No.  lOSo. 


Donallons. 


s  1 

11 

3 

~  1 
12 

To  whom. 

>> 

Wliero  situatpil. 

o  a 
•^  o 

2.2 
11 

Remarks. 

(y 

8- 

o 

O 

VinceiitG  Battletongue 

tuo 

Northeast  of  Pasa  del  Yndio . 

1817 

1820 

Beiijaiuiu  Iladlcy 

(UO 

Rich  Land  Ponds 

1811 

1819 

Confirmed  so  as  not  to  inter- 

fere witii  Mia-uel 

Quig-les. 

Joel  A.  MeDavids 

040 

On  Chiiliorae  road 

1811 

1824 

Do. 

do. 

Druiv  Miuiiiiiift- 

040 

West  of  Escambia  river  .... 

1819 

1821 

Do. 

do. 

Necdhani  Parker 

040 

East  side  of  Escambia  river . 

1818 

1819 

Do. 

do. 

Elijah  11.  Holmes 

040 

Northeast  of  Edo-elev's  creek 

1818 

1819 

Do. 

do. 

Henry  O'Neal 

040 

West  of  Escambia  river. .  .  . 

1819 

1824 

Do. 

do. 

Abraliam  Single 

040 

North  of  Escambia  river.  . . . 

1819 

1824 

Do. 

do. 

Joseph  Nelson 

040 

East  side  of  Escambia  river. 

1818 

1819 

Jonathan  Baniker  .... 

040 

East  side  of  Chactawhatcliec. 

1817 

1820 

Nathanicd  Hawthorn.  . 

640 

Pine  Level,  Edgeley's  creek. 

1818 

1819 

James  Braster 

040 

East  side  of  Escambia  river . 

1819 

1821 

Tiujmas  Thrift 

040 

West  of  Escambia  river. . . . 

1819 

C'oi iflidw  rj  claims. 

No.  1. — To  a  tract  of  land  containing  seven  thonsand  arpents,  situated  on  the  eastern  side  of  Escambia 
river,  sometimes  called  an  island,  about  twenty-six  miles  fr(.im  Pensacola,  in  the  district  of  West  Florida, 
claimed  in  part  by  titles  emanating  from  the  British  government,  and  in  toto  by  a  claim  emanating  from 
the  Spanish  government,  viz: 

The  claim  of  Theodore  Galliard,  Cornelia  his  wife,  formerly  Cornelia  Marshall,  and  Jane  Marshall, 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  two  hundred  acres  of  land  derived  from  the  British  government. 

Also  the  claim  of  Theodore  Galliard,  Cornelia  his  wife,  formerly  Cornelia  Marsliall,  and  Jane  Marshall, 
citizens  of  the  fnited  States,  to  two  tracts  of  land  of  five  hundred  acres  each. 

Also  the  claim  of  Theodore  Galliard,  Cornelia  his  wife,  formerly  Cornelia  Marsliall,  and  Jane  Marshall, 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land. 

The  claim  of  Francisco  Bonal,  derived  from  the  Spanish  government,  to  an  island  circumscribed  by 
the  river  Escambia,  fronting  the  bluff  called  "  Durand's  Bluft',"  containing  seven  thousand  arpents,  situated 
about  fifteen  miles  from  the  mouth  of  said  river. 

No.  2. — Of  claims  to  a  tract  of  land  containing  eight  hundred  arpents,  situated  forty-seven  jierches 
to  the  south  of  the  suburb  of  Pensacola,  bounded  with  Galvez  spring,  in  the  district  of  West  Florida, 
claimed,  in  part,  by  titles  emanating  from  the  British  government,  and  in  tulo  by  a  claim  emanating  from 
the  Spanish  government,  viz: 

Tlie  claim  of  Theodore  Galliard,  Cornelia  his  wife,  formerly  Cornelia  Marshall,  and  Jane  Marshall, 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  two  hnndred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  derived  from  the  British  government. 


Survevok's  Office,  Tallahassee,  December  1,  1828. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  31st  of  October,  transmitting  township  plats  six  north,  ranges  twentj'-nine  and 
thirty,  has  been  received.  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  those  township  plats,  together  with  a 
fractional  township  six,  north  of  range  twentj'-nine,  north  and  west,  and  west  of  the  Conecuh  river,  which 
is  the  main  branch  of  the  Escambia;  and  this  fractional  township  is  thus  made  by,  and  in  conforniitj'  with, 
your  letter  of  instructions  of  March  27,  1828. 

Referring  you  to  tiio  explanations  in  my  letter  of  the  14th  October  last,  with  the  accompanying  maps, 
I  hope  they  will  be  found  entirely  satisfactory. 

I  have  taken  the  precaution  to  send  the  plan  of  Pensacola  to  the  corporate  body  of  that  city,  request- 
ing their  examination  and  approval  thereof,  with  a  view  of  having  it  rendered  perfect,  should  any  errors 
exist,  and  the  deputy  who  made  the  plan  will  be  ready  to  make  all  the  corrections  necessary  on  the  spot. 
I  am,  &c.,  &c., 

ROBERT  BUTLER. 

George  Gk.^iiam,  Esq.,  General  Land  Office. 


Tall.\h.\ssee,  December  15,  1829. 

Sir:  I  have  been  expecting  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Exum  for  some  time,  to  give  you  a  draft  of  the  range 
which  includes  the  Escandda  river,  to  which  the  necessary  explanations  will  be  attached,  to  account  for 
the  seeming  irregularity  of  th(>  surveys  east  and  west  of  that  river.  The  colonel  has  been  prevented  by 
sickness  and  business,  but  will  probably  be  here  about  the  first  of  the  coming  year:  and  possibly  Mr. 
Searcy  may  reach  me  by  that  time,  as  the  latest  advice  from  him  informs  me  that  he  was  recovering 
strength,  and  would  set  out  as  soon  as  he  could  bear  the  journey.     The  deputy  surveyor  who  done  the 
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work  cast  lit'  tliaf  river  will  alsi  i  lie  licrc  alidiil   llic  sainc  linn',  :iii(l  I   in  list  tlicTrlnri-  claiiii  yi  iiir  iiniiilnTiH'i; 
until   I  fan  art  sal  islacturil  y  nii  this  siil'Jicl. 

1  hi>|ji'  til  i'nrwanl.  alMHil   llir  last  of  this  iii'inlh,  a  |ilaii  nl'a  Inwn   in  Ihr  \ifinily  iil'  l''iirt  St.  Mark's,  In 
he  laiil  lu'ldri'  ('(ingress  tor  their  <-iinsi(leratii  in. 

1  have  the  Imnur  to  he,  \ery  i-esiieeHnlly,  ynnr  ulieilient  siavant, 


(iEiii;(iK  lir.AHAM,  Esij.,  t'oiit)}iissi(iiH)'('f/lii'  (I't'inrdl  Land  (i[Jici\ 


i;()|;i:i;t  iiiTiJih'. 


Si  r.\KY(.i;'s  OFFler,   Tallahii^^rr,  l)n;iin  rr  i{\,  1S:2',). 

Sir:  I  lia\"e  the  liiiner  tn  aekiHiwleijo-e  the  reei'Ipt  ef  ynur  k'tter  of  the  2(ilh  nltinui,  |iiist-iiiarki'i|  listh, 
and  root'iveil  hyhist  mail.  'I'he  riaisejislia'  imt  riirnishiiiL;' yon  \\  ith  llie  inferinat  inn  rei|nire'l  ky  ymir  let  li'r 
(if  tliO  Otii  III'  Seliteinker.  withniit  any  ijelay.  ymi  will  liml  Li'iveii  in  my  last,  nl'  the  l.^lh  instant.  I  regret 
fxtreinoly  tli.at  there  sluniM  even  ke  sii|i|HistMl  an  inlraetinii  nf  the  aet  el'  .kinuaiy  .'jl,  \'>i'.\,  mi  my  part; 
and  I  feci  at  a  hjss  to  know  in  Avliat  manner  it  applies  to  me,  as  ]  have  I'egailarly  1 1  aiismitted  my  aeroiinis; 
and  the  surveys  upon  wliicli  tlicy  are  based  liavc  been  also  returned  as  soon  as  it  was  praetieaiile,  under 
the  order  from  ymir  department  to  aiutiniie  the  surveys  of  the  jirivate  elaiins  from  year  to  year.  1  was 
led  to  believe  from  your  letter  that  the  surveys  in  question  woidd  lie  sus|.iended,  and  my  aeenunls  proceed 
in  their  rei;'nlar  train  of  settlement;  and  beiii.u;  anxious  to  place  full  and  accurate  infnrmalioii  kefore  you, 
I  have  been  waitini;'  the  arrival  of  two  de]iuty'  snrveyors,  who  are  interested  in  these  surveys,  when  my 
report  would  have  been  made  for  your  decision. 

By  reference  to  the  surveys  on  the  Escambia,  it  will  ke  found  that  \he  parallel  of  the  townships  on  the 
east  arc  south  of  those  on  the  west,  and  the  raiig'c  itself  soiiiewliat  narrowed  on  the  ninth,  which  arises 
from  the  following-  causes,  vi/.:  In  running  tin'  parallel  in  lS-24-'-25,  the  waters  were  extremely  high  and 
the  season  ineleiiient;  the  distance  across  lUack  AVater  and  Escamkia  kays  akout  si.x  and  a  half  mill's  mi 
the  parallel  and  nothin.g  tint  marsh,  in  which  the  surveyeus  and  hands  were  frciiiK'iitly  okliged  to  help  I'aeh 
other  out  of  the  mud;  the  observations  taken  across  these  bays  by  nieaiis  of  Hags,  in  all  proliakility,  were 
imperfect,  and  a  variation  north  from  the  true  line  might  lia\e  \'vvn  the  consenuence. 

When  tlic  snr\-cys  were  ordered  to  ke  executed  in  that  qnarti;r  the  swamps  of  the  Escamkia  were 
impracticakle,  owing  to  high  waters,  in  consequence  of  which,  I  directed  a  merirlian  to  ke  run  from  th<: 
first  township  cmni'r  west  ot'  said  river,  and  the  surveys  to  proceed  west.  \\'lien  the  range  in  qnestimi 
come  to  be  run  out  subsequently,  the  facts  akove  stated  developed  themselves,  yet  1  am  persuaded  that 
the  surveys  on  the  river  are  coirectly  made.  That  this  range  should  have  narrowed  on  the  north  will 
readily  occur  to  you  as  a  matter  not  to  lie  controlled;  from  the  circumstance  of  several  surveyors  keing 
engaged  in  runnin.g  the  ranges  from  Tallahassee  to  the  point  on  the  cast,  and  a  new  meridian  extended  on 
the  west  of  said  river,  it  would  have  ke'en  a  miracle  to  have  fitted  them  exactly. 

With  these  explanations,  and  a  reference  to  the  returns  forwarded  you,  I  am  in  hopes  they  w  ill  pn.ive 
satisfactory. 

I  have  the  honor  to  ke,  verv  res)iectfnllv,  voiir  okedient  servant, 

KOISEKT  Bl'TLER. 

George  Graham,  Esq.,  (Jommissioncr  iif  the  Genvral  Land  Office,  ]\'a.-<hinglun. 


Extract  cf  a  letter  from  Eubcrt  Batter,  Cfuj.,  to  Geonje  Graham,  c.s'/.,  Commii^sioner  <if  the  Generat  Land  Office, 

dated  Feljraanj  IT,  ls-29. 

"Your  letter  of  the  20th  ultimo,  covering  a  diagram  on  the  Escamkia  and  Geinecuh,  has  keen  received. 
I  am  looking  hourly  ftir  the  surveyor  who  made  this  survey,  and  on  his  arrival  .shall  take  the  necessary 
steps  to  have  the  same  corrected." 


SiRVEViiu's  Oi-Fiei-:,  Tallalia^^er,  J/uerli  1(1,  l.s2it. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tin/  receijit  of  your  letter  of  the  Idlli  ultimo  ky  last  mail,  and 
m  connexion  therewith  Ikinc  received  the  Treasurer's  draft  for  the  amount  spi.'cilied. 

You  infirm  me  tliat  my  accounts  still  remain  in  your  office,  waiting-  the  transmission  of  the  work 
upon  Tvhich  the  payments  have  keen  made.  I  am  aware  of  this  circumstance,  and  regret  most  sincerely 
that  the  reiterated  orders  from  the  department  for  the  surveys  i.if  the  })rivate  claims  west  have  rendered 
this  delay  indispensakly  necessary,  of  wdiich  I  informed  you  when  1  received  your  last  letter  of  instruc- 
tions on  that  sukject.  To  have  made  out  and  transmitted  the  work  before  the  surveys  were  closed  would 
have  subjected  this  office  the  second  time  to  the  formation  of  a  large  portion  of  it,  which  I  never  fir  a 
moment  apprehended  was  the  wish  of  the  department,  more  particularly  as  I  informed  you  that  the  third 
survey  would  prevent  me  from  reporting  the  previous  work  until  a  final  return  should  ke  received  in  the 
office;  this  is  akout  to  be  efl'ected  in  a  few  days,  and  you  shall  be  put  in  possession  of  the  entire  work  as 
soon  as  practicable. 

On  the  subject  of  exaininatimis  of  surveys,  in  comparison  with  the  field-notes,  beloiv  iiaynii'iits  are 
made,  such  has  been  the  uiiifmin  iiraetice  of  this  office  heretof  ire,  and  they  shall  meet  with  a  most  critical 
examination  hereafter. 

The  surveyor  wlio  executed  the  work  referreil  to  in  the  diagram  enclosed  in  yours  eif  the  20th  January 
ultimo  is  now  here,  and  will  be  desiiatched  for  the  correction  of  said  work  as  soon  as  he  coiiqiletes  the 
return  of  his  late  surveys. 

I  have  the  lioneir  to  fie,  very  respeetfullv,  vour  most  okedient  servant. 

KOllERT   r-FTLEl!. 

Geokcr  (_;k.\ii.\m,  Esip,  ('(imiiiissiiiiier  e/'  the  Genera/  Land  Office. 
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E.rtrwt  (if  a  Icllcr  I'mm  linherl  Jltdlcr,  csij.,  la  Ofoir/e  Grahrnii,  <•»].,  Coiinni^.'sioiier  vf  Ihe  Griicral  Land  Office, 

datnl  Mai/  .i,  1S29. 

I  shall  ciiiiiMK'iice  iic.\(  wci'k  tii  I'mwaril  tlie  wmk  IVoni  my  offico,  and  coiitiiiiu'  IVuni  time  tn  time  until 
it  shall  be  entirely  comijlcteil.  1  relict  that  the  aiduiius  duties  (jf  Mr.  Searey  in  his  deiiartment  of  my 
<iftico  has  impaired  his  iu'alth  in  so  t;-reat  a  ile.i;ice  that  I  ejitcrtuin  tears  of  liis  inability  to  complete  the 
work,  and  iiis  physician  recommends  absence  IVoiii  this  climate  and  rela.xation  from  business  for  a  time 
as  necessary  to  his  restoration.  May  I  t'lrnsider  myself  authorized,  under  such  a  coiiting'cncy,  to  employ 
aiiothei-  clerk  <liirin<4  liis  iiectssaiv  alisenei'? 


-IK 


Slrvkyor  (ienekal's  Ofkice,  J»/y  2S,  18211. 

1  lia\  !■  this  day  forwarded  to  your  addres.s  the  township  plats  and  field-notes  eiiuii]erate(l  in  the 
enclosed  scliednle,  and  by  the  succeeding'  mail  .shall  forward  the  residue  of  the  Wijrk  which  has  been 
executed  liy  this  department  up  to  the  preseiit  date.  Indisposition  has  prevented  their  completion  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Williams  fur  a  few  days  past,  added  to  the  necessary  absence  of  nij'  other  clerk. 

I  most  sincerely  ho])e  some  congressional  provisions  will  be  had  before  entering-  on  tiie  stu'veys  east 
that  will  compel  the  claimants  to  show  tlieir  lands  and  enable  the  surveyors  to  progress  regularly  with 
their  work,  and  not  produce  such  a  scene  of  difticulty  and  almost  ruin  win'cli  the  surveys  we.st  have 
im])osed  ujion  tliein  and  accumulated  labor  to  this  office.  I  am  persuaded  tliat  time  will  ultimately  be 
gained  by  the  delay  whicli  may  arise  in  waiting'  the  decision  of  Congress  on  the  private  claims,  and  the 
passing  a  declaratory  act  compelling  the  claimants  to  show  their  lands,  after  due  notice  from  this  office, 
or  otherwise  the  land  to  be  surveyed  as  public  domain.  Under  such  a  course  a  system  of  instructions  can 
be  made  for  the  government  of  the  deputies  as  will  enable  them  to  peri'orm  tlieir  duties  correctly  and 
speedily,  without  vexatious  delays,  and  to  the  entire  fultilhnent  of  the  laws  and  instructions  from  your 
department.  Those  surveys,  which  have  been  executed  under  all  the  difficulties  which  have  been  presented 
will,  I  trust,  meet  your  entire  approbation,  but  I  regret  to  say  have  yielded  nothing  but  labor  to  the 
dejiuties  who  executed  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectful!}',  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBEIIT  BUTLER. 

Geo.  (Ji;ah.\m,  Esq.,  ('omviigfiioncr  of  the  General  Land  Office. 


Scrveyiir's  Office,  TaUahas.-<ee,  Januanj  b,  1830. 

Sir:  I  have  before  me  j'our  letter  of  the  11th  December,  relating  to  the  fractional  townships  north, 
in  ranges  29,  30,  and  31  west,  on  the  subject  of  whicli  1  addressed  you  on  the  15tli  and  20tli  ultimo.  I 
have  tins  day  addressed  a  letter  to  the  deimty  surveyor  reijuiring'  of  him  such  information  as  he  maj'  be 
in  possession  of. 

I  shall  endeavor  to  forward  by  next  mail  a  diagram  of  the  surveys,  provided  tlie  information  be  such 
as  by  doing  so  any  additional  light  can  be  thrown  upon  the  subject.  A  thorough  examination  of  the 
traverse  on  the  east  of  the  Conecuh  river  having  lieen  made,  a  small  error  has  been  discovered,  but  trifling 
in  its  nature. 

It  will  readily  appear  to  j'our  mind  that  under  existing  circumstances  no  connected  maps  of  those 
survej's  can  be  made,  as  the  surveys  never  were  connected,  from  the  reasons  given  in  mine  of  the  20th 
ultimo;  and  should  the  information  I  may  be  furnished  with  give  no  new  light  on  the  subject,  and  be  still 
unsatisfactory  to  you,  the  only  course  to  be  adopted  will  be  that  of  a  resurvey.  If  there  is  any  town 
plats  ill  your  ofiSce  that  have  not  marginal  notes  accounting'  for  their  non-completion,  I  ^^^\\\  thank  j'ou 
to  have  their  numbers  given  me,  that  the  deficiency  may  be  sujtplied,  as  on  this  subject  I  have  been  very 
particular. 

I  have  the  lionor  to  lie,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


Geo.  Gi!.\h.\m,  Esq.,  Conimissiuner  af  /lie  General  Land  Office. 


ROBERT  BUTLER. 


Surveyor's  Office,  TaUaliassee,  January  5,  1830. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  llth  ultimo,  on  the  subject  of  some  claims 
confirmed  by  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  1828,  and  to  which  your  attention  has  been  drawn  by  a  letter 
from  the  Hon.  Mr.  White.  The  claimants  have  been  notified  in  due  time,  and  called  upon  to  conform  to 
the  provisions  of  the  twelfth  section  of  the  act  of  1821,  but  have  not  conformed  by  furnishing  the  evidence 
re(prired,  of  which  Colonel  White  was  informed  a  short  time  previous  to  his  leaving  Tallahassee.  The 
colonel  was  of  opinion  that  it  became  my  duty  to  have  the  confirmed  claims  surveyed,  and  my  decision 
was  given  him  in  writing,  conforming  to  that  now  contained  in  your  letter. 

I  shall,  however,  on  the  evidence  being  furnished,  lay  down  the  claiJis  on  the  plats,  as  requested,  if 
presented  in  sufficient  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  Ije,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

■    ■  ROBERT  BUTLER. 

Geo.  (iRAHA.M.  E.sq.,  ('n)nnd^Moner  General  Land  Office. 
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Sri;\i'.V( Ill's  On-ici-,,   'J'iill(ihiis:i-r,  ./(iiiiiiiri/  -.'(i,  ls;;(l. 

Sir:  Yniir  li'llrr  di'  ihr  fitli  iTistant  I  li;i\-i'  ihc  h.iiiui-  to  arkiin\vlci|--c,  in  -wliicli  I  aiii  ri'lriTiil  In  \n;ir 
It'ltiT  ut'  Dccoinlirr  11,  ici|uiriiiL;-  a  cniiiicrti'il  scl  nl'  tnw  iisliip  maps  in  llir  liaclidns  (if  raiiL;i's  l".!,  ".(I.'aiid 
31  west,  and  Ivin^-  maili  ,,r  tlir  hasc  lini'.  On  the  ruli  instant  1  ad.lrcssi'ii  y.m  an  answer  lu  lliat  littrr, 
:ind  liavo  now  tin'  Ininnr  tn  (■m.-lnsc  a  (iia>;iinii,  acc(iin|ianir(l  w  illi  snrli  cNiiliLnatii  ais  as  tin'  suhjcd  all'i.nls, 
within  my  reach. 

ir  it  shall  be  fmiud  necessary,  under  all  the  circumstances,  to  resur\-ey  this  wmk,  it  must  lie  d.nie  as 
soon  as  the  waters  and  season  will  |iermif,  althonn-h  it  will  be  ruinous  to  tlie  depnties.  for  1  am  persnaded 
tliiit  never  was  a  worse  section  ot'  woik  to  be  executed  in  the  I'lnted  Slates.  1  stated  the  impracticabilit  v 
of  makiny  connected  plats  of  those  fractional  townships  in  my  letter  of  tlie  olli  instant,  because  the  sul■ve^'s 
never  were  connected,  as  hi'retofore  explained. 

1  was  in  hopes  to  ha\-e  forwarded  tlie  |daii  of  a  town  near  the  i'oitress  uf  Si.  M.-irk's  b\  this  d.iv's  mail, 
lint  the  examination  ot  the  surveys  above  alluded  to  has  prexented  its  complidioii.  lam  in  Impi's  to 
forward  it  by  the  succcedini;-  mail. 

1  am,  &.[-.,  &c., 

•  j;uj!Ki;t  la'ri.Ki;. 

(Iko,  ( in.vn.v.M,  Esip 


The  reason  why  tlie  surveys  east  and  west  of  the  Escambia  bay  and  ri\-<'r  do  not  connect  imiv  be.  and 
probably  is,''owin,!:;'  to  some  of  the  following-  causes: 

The  surveys  westwardly  from  the  first  meriiliaii  from  Tallahassee  were  eonliniieil  to  the  flscandiia 
river,  without  a  new  meridian,  am!  a  small  error  in  any  of  th(.'  township  lines,  which  eoiiM  net  be 
discovered,  would  necessarily  throw  the  line  nerth  or  sent  h  of  tin'  true  pi  an  I,  w  lie  re  the  saiiii.>  won  hi  strike 
on  the  oppiosite  side  from  the  meridian  <!,  and  tiie  parallels  runs  from  it  tn  the  rivi.T  east. 

In  takin.i;'  the  distaia'c,  or  exteiidinij;  the  iiarabel  acinss  the  bay,  iIk;  siirvevor  mav  have,  and  iie  dniibt 
has,  northed  or  southed  a  littli'  from  the  true  point,  which  would  reiidia'  the  connexion  impossible. 

In  running'  a  raiig-e  north,  a  small  variation  of  a  few  minutes,  or  sometimes  more,  would  necessarilv 
take  place  to  elTect  a  closr',  wiiieh  it  was  thuiiglit  unm.'cessary  to  put  down  on  the  tnwnship  plats,  from 
the  range  lines  next  the  rive;  and  bay.  l!  is  \ cry  pr.  ibable  the  lines  parallel,  or  east  and  west  lines,  were 
run  at  right  angles  with  the  true  meridian  at  'I'allahassee,  which  Wniild,  of  course,  produce  a  discrepancy. 

In  (.xtending'  the  meridian  mirth  frein  ('•,  the  I'lrdido  river  interfered;  another  small  ermr  may  have 
taken  place,  in  itself  of  no  importance,  but.  in  connexion  with  the  whoh.',  would  aid  in  preducing  the  result 
of  the  river  crossing  itself  on  the  plats. 

Small  errors,  of  but  little  importance  in  Itaclional  sections,  on  the  river  would  i-reate  the  .same 
difficulty,  when,  in  fact,  tlii're  would  be  but  a  small  excess  or  deliciency  in  the  an^a,  no!  wortliv  of  notice. 

The  very  bad  swamiis,  quagmires,  and  various  other  difficulties,  may,  and  no  doubt  have,  presented 
themselves — such  as  where  two  surveyors  surveyed  the  same  township  and  made  si.^parate  returns,  gave 
different  variations.  &c  ,  wouhl,  with  the  whole,  cieate  the  discrepancy. 

In  running  a  line  that  distance,  without  occasionally  taking  iibsi-r\a  lions  and  i-i  ■rrectin,g,  a  Considerable 
erriir  would  be,  and  no  doubt  was,  made  in  the  parallel.  This  was  not  the  ease  in  tin.' ranges  of  townships 
carried  on  wdiich  were  or  should  have  been  six  miles  square,  which  weuild  certainly  have  a  tendency  to 
create  its  share  in  tlie  result. 

In  runidng  the  meridian  north  from  (i,  no  ilonbt  the  surveyor  bore  a  litth.'  to  the  rivei-,  believing  it 
would  be  better  to  have  a  narrow  rang'e  than  to  have  a  slip  betweiui  two  ranges;  this  would  |iriiduce  a 
discrepancy,  jnovided  the  parallels  running  i'roin  it  were  run  at  right  angles  from  said  meridian. 

It  never  was  contemplated  to  connect  the  surveys  on  the  rivir  when  the  work  was  dene;  now  it  is 
impossible,  as  there  are  tlii'  same  niimlKa's  in  the  fractional  sections  on  each  side  of  the  river  in  tiie  same 
township — sometimes  pulilic,  and  others  private  land — for_ instance,  see  fractional  township  No.  ],  range 
No.  30,  north  and  west. 

It  appears  that,  in  crossing  tlie  Escambia  bay,  owing  to  the  g'reat  width  and  bad  ground,  there  was 
a  mistake  made  of  about  half  a  mile,  from  A  to  15,  making-  the  twenty-ninth  range  aliout  that  much  too 
narrow;  wlien  the  ran.ge  line  was  run  nm-tli  from  A  to  (J  six  mih.'s,  then  west  six  miles  to  D,  then  south  to 
the  bay  at  F,  that  point  was  about  half  a  mile  west  of  the  point  B. 


Sirvkyor's  Office,  To/laha^see,  Manh  ICi,  ISoO. 

Sni:  I  have  the  honor  t<i  acknowlcd.^e  the  receipt  of  your  letter  bearing  date  IStli  ultimo,  and  have  ri'ad 
it  with  much  interest  and  attention.  \Vith  a  view  to  comply  with  these  instructions,  I  have  directed  au 
examination  of  the  general  points  in  the  ranges  referred  to,  and,  as  soon  as  I  am  placed  in  possession  of 
the  facts,  I  shall  be  enabled  to  determine  accurately  wdietlier  a  resnrvey  will  be  necessary  or  not.  I  have 
only  to  claim  yonr  indul.gence  as  to  time,  promising  you  that  no  delay  shall  be  permitted,  but  by  uncon- 
trolable  circuinstances;  and  I  am  determined  that  the  subject  shall  have  a  tliorong'h  investi,gation  before 
I  leave  it.  If  it  shall  be  determineil  on  to  proceed  with  the  surveys  oast  of  the  Suwannee  this  fall,  you 
will  oblige  by  giving  me  early  information  on  the  subject,  as  I  wn'sli  to  prepare  a  new  set  of  instructions 
for  the  government  of  my  dejuity  surveyors,  with  a  view  to  insure  a  more  pierfect  execution  of  their  duties 
in  layin,g  down  the  private  claims  and  connecting  the  public  deiuain,  ,ind  also  to  give  tinudy  notice  to  the 
claimants,  leavin.g  them  without  causi'  of  complaint,  if  they  neglect  their  own  interest. 
I  am,  &c.,  etc., 

KUBEltT  iU'TLEK. 
Geor(;e  Gi!.\h.\m,  Esip,  Comuii^siumr  Uritcrul  Land  0[fii:c. 
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SL"nvEYor,'s  Office,  TallahaxsiPe,  July  12,  1S30. 

Sir:  Till-  (lr|intv  siirvcvnr  desputclicd  fur  the  cxaniiiiutidii  nf  llic  Wdik  done  in  I'aiigcs  30  and  31,  and 
ii  small  part  of  2'J,  eniliracing-  the  Escainbia  swamps,  has  recently  retnrned,  and  it  has  Ijeen  ascertained 
that  a  resurvey  ol'  that  work  is  absolutely  necessary;  T  shall  therefore  desjiatch  two  deputy  surveyors  for 
the  oxeciition  of  this  work  on  or  about  the  1st  of  September  next,  being-  the  earliest  period  deemed 
practicalile  and  safe  for  its  complete  execution.  If  you  have  any  surplus  copies  of  the  books  containing 
the  repoit  of  the  coinmissioners  west  it  would  g-rcatly  I'acilitate  the  faithful  execution  of  that  work,  by 
furnisiiing'  the  deputy  surveyors  with  copies,  even  should  you  require  their  return  after  the  surveys  shall 
have  been  executed.  The  surveys  required  to  be  executed  under  the  act  of  the  late  session  of  Cong'ress, 
together  with  a  few  private  claims  not  1  eretofore  found,  can  bo  executed  whilst  the  deputies  arc  west, 
and  perhaps  some  scrap  work  (jf  public  land  if  deemed  suHiciently  valuable. 

Accompanied  you  will  receive  my  accounts  for  tlie  quarter  ending  the  80th  ultimo,  corrected,  agreeably 
to  the  adjustment  of  the  Cumptroller,  up  to  March  31,  1830. 
I  am,  i.tc.,  A:c., 

ROBERT  BUTLER. 

Georue  (Jr.\ilvm,  Es((.,  (JommUxiuncr  (if  Ati  General  Land  Office. 


Lake  Jacksox,  Aurjud  1,  1830. 

Sir:  Owing  to  severe  indisposition  of  one  of  my  children  I  address  you  from  my  residence,  acknow- 
ledging the  receipt  by  last  mail  of  your  letter  of  instructions,  bearing  date  10th  ultimo,  and  accompanying 
documents,     I  shall  make  the  necessary  arrangements  without  delay  for  their  execution. 

AVill  you  have  the  goodness  to  apprise  me  of  the  amount  of  funds  set  a]iart  for  surveying  in  Florida, 
that  I  may  thereby  regulate  the  number  of  surveyors  to  be  em])loyed. 

The  transmission  of  ten  or  twelve  copies  of  the  document  containing  the  reported  land  claims  acted 
on  durin.g  the  last  session  would  greatly  facilitate  the  surveyors  in  the  execution  of  their  duties,  and  I 
solicit  the  favor  (jf  you  to  direct  them  to  be  sent  to  me.  I  shall  despatch  a  surveyor  to  run  out  Key  West 
and  those  islands  adjacent  as  soon  as  the  season  arrives  at  which  a  work  of  that  description  can  be 
executed  without  imminent  hazard  of  the  lives  of  all  employed. 

I  hope  your  health  is  re-established. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  BUTLER. 

George  Gkaiiam,  Esq.,  Commismjnev  of  the  General  Land  Office. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Ituherl  IJutler,  eaq.,  to  J.  Jif.  Jloore,  ov^.,  acting   C'ommi.'itiioner  of  the  General  Land 

Office,  dated  Oetrjher  8,  1830. 

Herewith  accompanied  you  have  my  accounts  for  the  third  quarter  of  tlic  present  year,  showing  a 
balance  against  me,  as  adjusted  by  the  C(.imptroller  oi'  the  Treasury,  of  $3,825  19,  of  which  amount  the  sum 
of  $2,83ti  49  is  for  suspended  items  lor  discrepancies  on  the  Escambia  river,  and  all  of  which  will  be 
accounted  for  when  the  resurvey  is  made,  whicli  will  commence  on  the  1st  of  November  next,  being  the 
earliest  period  deemed  safe  for  the  suiveyors  to  approach  those  swamps.  The  amount  actually  on  hand 
is  §988  TO. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Roljcrt  Butter,  e.'^q.,  to  Elijah  Hai/uvrd,  csi].,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

dated  January  14,  1S31. 

By  last  mail  your  letters  of  the  IGtli  and  17th  ultiuKj  were  received,  and  the  case  of  Alexander  Love 
put  in  train  for  survey.  The  contents  of  your  letter  of  the  11th  shall  be  fully  met  at  the  close  of  the 
present  iiKJuth,  at  which  period  I  expect  to  have  seven  or  eight  de])uties  in  the  east,  three  of  whom  arc 
now  engaged. 

In  tlie  report  you  were  kind  enough  to  send  me  I  find  a  remark,  under  the  head  of  "Florida,"  that 
many  private  claims  have  been  surveyed,  but  no  ccrtiticates  have  been  forwarded,  which  ought  to  have 
been  received  long  since.  I  hope  that  the  delinquency  was  not  intended  to  be  applied  to  this  office,  as  I 
claim  to  have  complied  with  the  act  of  Congress  on  that  subject,  and  under  which  the  register  is  required 
to  forward  certificates  for  data  to  govern  tlie  issuing  of  the  patents. 

I  anticipate  that  the  connexion  of  the  surveys  heretofore  made  on  the  Escambia  river  (and  which 
have  been  suspended)  will  be  completed  by  the  deputies  by  the  close  of  the  next  month,  including  scrap 
work,  and  a  few  private  claims  not  survoj'cd  previously. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


Ei.i.tah  IIavward,  Esq.,  Commissioner  ef  the  General  Land  Offi 


ROBERT  BUTLER. 


ce. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Rolxrt  Butler,  esq.,  to  Elijah  Hayirard,  e.^cj.,  Commis.''wner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

dated  Feliruary  3,  1831. 

It  is  with  extreme  regret  that  I  inform  you  of  advices  received  from  one  of  the  deputy  surveyors 
ordered  to  correct  the  meanders  of  the  river  Escambia  that  the  low  grounds  arc  entirely  inundated  by 
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rains,  so  as  to  render,  at  present,  all  attcn]]its  t,i  do  that  \v..rk  rntirLdy  useless.  I  made  an  attempt  during- 
the  Slimmer,  but  my  surveyor  was  taken  siek,  and  was  al'solutely  raified  out  of  the  swam)!  insensililo. 
I  shall  avail  myself  of  the  earliest  moment  prartieahle  to  have  that  w(irk  (■omiileteil,  as  1  feed  unpleasant 
under  a  suspension  of  such  a  heavy  item  in  my  aceounts,  when  the  work  to  be  eorreeted  is  i-..miiarativ(dy 
notiiing-.  The  surveys  of  the  private  claims,  and  conneeting-  therewith  the  ])ublic  lands  in  the  west,  havt' 
nearly  ruined  two  of  my  valuable  deputies. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  verv  rt'spectfullv,  vour  nio.^t  ol.iedient  servant, 

!;o!!i-;i;t  RriLKi;. 

Ei.i.i.\n  II-WWARD,  P^sij.,  Comnu^i'wnt'r  of  fill'  Oou-ral  Land  Ojfio'. 


Extract  of  a  hiter  from  Robert  Butler,  e^q.,  Id  Elijah  ITat/uvrd,  esq.,  Commi.-sioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

dnfrd  jrarrii  o,  1S31. 

In  answer  to  your  inquiry  whether  Paul  MeCormiek  has  not  been  jiaid  for  lines  run  by  Boyd  or 
McNeil  in  1S25,  I  have  made  the  necessary  examination,  and  assure  you  that  no  ]iayriii'nt  has  been  made 
of  the  kind  alluded  to.  When  the  accounts  of  Mr.  McCormick  were  presented  1  carefully  i-heeked  the  sanie, 
having  reference  to  the  former  surveys,  and  the  present  examination  results  in  proof  of  its  eorreetne^s.  I 
have  long  since  established  the  rule  of  withholding  payment  for  all  parts  of  lines  where  connexion  is  not 
formed  to  enable  this  office  to  east  the  contents,  and  the  iiroseut  case  was  <if  that  character,  having  small 
pieces  of  lines  unconnected,  and  which  havi^  been  run  entire  l>y  the  late  survey. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Rnhert  dlntler,  e^q.,  t'j  Elijah  Hayv-aid.  c,--'y..  dated  Mareh  17.  1S31. 

Since  writing  you  on  tlie  od  instant  I  have  lieen  unwell  with  the  influenza,  which  prevented  me  from 
sending  by  last  mail  tiie  enclosed  township  plat,  township  one.  range  five  north  ami  east,  corrected  as 
promised. 

The  Contracts  remaining  to  be  forwarded  for  all  the  work  under  contract  you  will  receive  herewith, 
which,  with  those  previously  sent,  amount  to  6,150  miles,  at  84  per  mile,  is  $24,600;  to  pay  which  I  have 
on  hand  the  sum  of  SS34  10,  and  the  Treasurer's  check  for  88,000,  alluded  to  in  my  letter  of  the  3d  instant, 
not  yet  taken  up  in  my  accounts,  the  residue  apparent  on  the  face  of  my  account  being  suspended  items 
for  work  on  the  Escambia  river,  which  I  have  made  three  attempts  to  hare  executed,  and  my  surveyors, 
in  every  instance,  have  been  driven  out  of  the  swamp  by  high  water.  Those  deputies  are  under  standing 
orders  to  avail  themselves  of  the  first  opportunity  of  low  water  to  complete  the  corrections  of  that  work. 


Surveyor's  Office,  Tallahassee,  June  29.  1831. 

Sir:  I  have  been  informed  that  a  petiti'Ui  was  about  being  sent  to  you  with  a  view  to  ha-\-(>  tlie  sale 
suspended  of  township  eight,  of  range  eighteen  south  and  east,  allegin.g  that  the  lines  have  not  lieen  run. 

I  deem  it  necessary  to  enclose  you   a   statement   of  Major  Joshua  A.  t'olVee,  showing  that  he  has 
examined  the  said  township,  and  find  it  correctly  run,  marked,  and  measured. 
I  am.  i.V:c.,  lic. 


E.  Hayw.^rd,  Esi[.,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 


ROBEKT  BUTI.ER. 


JcN-E  ill,  1S31. 

Sir:  I  am  informed  that  a  ]ietitiiui  has  been  i'orwarded  to  the  General  Land  OHii/e  at  ^Vashington  to 
suspend  the  land  sales  of  township  eight,  in  range  eighteen,  Alachua  county.  I  have  to  state  that  when 
in  that  quarter  I  tested  the  lines  of  that  township,  and  found  tliem  correct,  both  in  their  course  and 
measurement. 

I  am,  itc, 

J.  A.  COFFEE,  Dejndij  Surre;/or. 
Col.  EoEERT  Butler,  Surreyor  General,  Tallaha.-'see. 


Extract  of  a  letter  frryni    Colonel  RcAicrt  Butler,  survei/or  general,  dated   Tallaha.^^ee,  July  2y,  1831,  to  the 

Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

"I  have  again  to  report  the  entire  impraclicalAlity  of  havin.g  the  fractional  surveys  on  the  Escambia 
river  completed,  ouAng  to  high  icaters,  which  have  been  up  for  tu:elve  months  ijast.  I  again  repeat  that  there 
are  two  deputy  surveyors  under  standing  orders  to  complete  these  surveys,  w-ith  some  others  unfinished, 
whenever  the  waters  shall  recede  so  far  as  to  permit  their  execution. 

"From  a  minute  examination  it  appears  that  the  report  of  the  board  of  commissioners  for  East  Florida 
for  the  year  1826  have  never  been  furnished  this  office:  they  are  indispensable  to  the  execution  of  my 
duties,  and  hope  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  have  them  sent." 
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Extraci  of  a  Idli'r  from   Colonel  RiAuTt  Bidkr,  nurveyoi'  general,  to  the  Commlxxioni'r  of  the  General  Land 

Office,  dated  at  Lake  Jackson,  September  21,  1831. 

"  I  have  been  i-nnlineil  IVir  lictlcr  tliau  (wo  ini.ntlis  li_v  iiidispMsitinii,  and  am  iiuw  o-ettiiig-  sonic  strength, 
and  hM|if  a  frw  days  niiac  will  I'liaMr  uic  to  g-i't  aliunf." 


Lake  .Tacksox,  Odoher  12,  1831. 

Sir-:  Two  days  i'la|iscd  alter  my  hist  to  j'ou  when  I  was  ag'ain  taken  dcjwii,  and  lieeaine  so  hiw  as  to 
reqnire  lieli)  in  a'nil  ont  uf  my  hed.  1  am  once  more  (in  my  legs,  alile  to  ride  a  mile  or  two,  and  gaining 
strength  daily. 

I  am,  ite.,  &e., 

EGBERT  15UTLER. 
Ki.iJAii  UAYAVAr.i),  Commitisioiier  of  the  General  Land  Office. 


Surveyor's  Office,  TallaJunixec,  December  1,  1831. 

Sik;    Voiir  several  letters,  lieariiig  ilatc  Septcndier  23  and   October  17  and  31,  have  been  received  by 
the  surveyor  general,     lie  is  still   too  nnwell   either  to  read  or  to  write  an  answer  to  tliem,  owing  to  a 
nervous  attack  that  has  atiected  his  whole  system.     He  is  now  convalescent,  and  I  flatter  myself  that  he 
will  sdon  be  able  to  resnnie  the  duties  of  his  office. 
1  am,  &c.,  &c., 

ISIIAJ[  GREEN  SE.VRCY,  Clerk  in  the  ,Surre,jor\-<  office. 
Elijah  IIayward,  E.S(|.,  CommU.-<ioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 


Surveyor's  Office,  TallahasHce,  AprU  11,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  13th  ultimo  has  been  received  "urging  the  transmission  of  all  the  returns 
due  from  this  office;  also  a  diagram  of  such  surveys  as  have  been  made,  and  to  designate  tiie  townships 
under  contract  that  have  not  been  returned  to  this  office;  and  also  to  explain  the  cause  of  the  delay  in 
the  transmission  of  the  returns  duo  from  your  office." 

The  enclosed  diagram  exhibits  the  true  situation  of  the  state  of  the  returns  due  from  this  office. 
Nearly  one  hundred  townships  and  fractional  townships  are  now  ready  to  be  forwarded  to  the  General 
Land  Office  and  the  rcg'isters'  offices;  there  are  remaining  about  twelve  townshijis  yet  to  be  finished,  all 
under  the  last  contract.     Copies  of  all  the  last  contracts  have  been  furnished  your  office. 

Tlie  resurveys  on  the  Escambia  and  its  vicinity  have  not  yet  been  returned  to  this  office,  but  will  be 
in  a  short  time.  After  a  laborious  vcsurvey  of  near  five  months  by  three  experienced  and  persevering- 
surveyors  those  surveys  will  require  much  labor  and  time  to  prepare  them  for  the  General  Land  Office 
and  the  register's  office,  but  will  Vic  completed  and  forwarded  as  soon  as  practicable  for  it  to  be  done. 

There  have  been  no  new  contracts  entered  into  since  the  last  furnished  you,  as  the  surveyors  con- 
sidered it  a  ruinous  business  to  take  contracts  under  your  last  instructions,  bearing-  date  September  23, 
1831,  but  it  is  proliable  that  some  contracts  may  be  taken  under  yoiu-  modified  instructions  of  the  24th  of 
OctolHM-,  1831,  received  at  this  office  on  the  27th  of  February,  1832. 

The  cause  of  my  not  forwarding-  sooner  to  the  General  Land  Office  the  surveys  made  under  the  last 
contracts  furnished  you  was  owing  to  a  severe  and  protracting-  illness  that  had  confined  mo  to  my  room 
since  the  14th  day  of  .Inly  last,  together  with  the  occasional  indisposition  of  both  of  my  clerks.  Yester- 
day was  the  first  day  I  have  been  able  to  go  to  my  office  in  nearly  nine  months,  and  I  am  now  so  feeble  I 
am  unable  to  do  business,  and  both  the  clerks  in  my  office  are  sick  at  this  time.  Mr.  Williams  is  very 
much  indisposed  indeed.  Several  of  the  deputies  were  likewise  sick,  -udiieh  kept  the  returns  out  of  the 
office  nnich  longer  than  was  expecti'd.  Thus  you  will  sec  that  causes  heyfiud  m.y  control,  or  others,  have 
retarded  the  progress  of  business  in  every  branch  of  tliis  department. 

You  may  rest  assured  that  so  soon  as  circumstances  within  my  control  will  justify  the  c<impletion  of 
th(>  siu'veys  due  the  General  Lanil  OHici?  they  will  be  forwarded  wdtliout  d(day. 
I  am,  &e.,  &c., 

ROBERT  BUTLER. 

[Here  folhwa  a  jilat,  for  vhicli  see  orir/inal.] 

The  yellow  squares  represent  the  townships  and  fractional  townsliijis  that  have  been  completed  in 
the  surveyor  general's  office  and  are  ready  to  be  tbrwarded  to  the  General  Land  Office  and  to  the  registers' 
offices  in  the  eastern  and  western  district. 

Tlie  sipuires  with  yellow  liorders  alone  represent  the  township  surveyed  under  last  contract  and  not 
sectioned. 

The  lilue-  squares  east  of  the  meri<lian  re)ircsent  townships  that  have  been  sectioned  and  recently 
relurneil  to  the  otlice  which  have  not  been  made  out  for  the  General  Land  and  register's  olfices,  but  will 
be  conqih'ted  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Tlie  blue  squares  west  of  the  meridian  represent  townships  which  have  heretofore  been  surveyed  on  the 
Escand.iia  river  and  in  its  vicinity,  anil  have  been  forwarded  to  the  General  Land  and  register's  offices, 
but  owing  to  some  inaccuracies  in  the  deputies,  and  various  new  surveys  of  private  claims  in  those  town- 
shijis,  had  to  be  resurveycd,  and  will  be  again  vcturned  into  the  surveyor  general's  office  in  a  short  time, 
and  will  be  made  out  and  forwarded  to  the  General  -Land  and  register's  offices  as  soon  as  practicable. 
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ScRVKYdll's    OfKICK    AT    TaLLAIIASSKE,   ^Ipfil   IS,    1H32. 

Sir;  1  liavc  taken  the  first  ()]>|i(iiiuiiity  sinre  my  cuiivalescence  t(i  iiiv<'slin':ile  llie  suliji'ct  df  your 
letter  of  the  oOtli  Jamuiry  hist,  and  to  [ilaee  (he  matter  I'lilly  before  you,  have  sent  herewith  e(j]iies  iit'  all 
the  documents  in  my  possession  in  rehitiun  tn  tlie  ehiim  uf  Josepli  Norea.i^'a. 

You  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  dia,i;-rani,  which  is  a  copy  of  the  iiri;;-inal  plat  of  survey  made  by 
the  Spanish  g'overnmeut  and  forwarded  to  uiy  ollice  by  the  keeper  ol'  the  archives  at  Pensacola,  that  the 
fcirni  and  li.n'ure  correspeuds  with  the  survey  which  1  had  ordered  to  be  ma(h',  to  be  bounded  south  by  the 
channid  BH,  as  represented  in  the  diafj,-ram  enclosed  in  your  commuiiii-atidiis. 

The  pai)ers  Xos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  contain  the  correspondence  between  the  late  commissioner  and  myself, 
and  between  the  deputy  surveyor  and  myself 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  upon  exhibitinj;-  the  orijj,-inal  plat  of  survey  to  Colonel  White,  he  at 
once  admitted  tlie  correctness  of  my  dei.-ision  in  regard  to  the  survey,  and  disclaimed  any  rigdit  to  the 
island  below  the  channel  P)B. 

1  am  still  extremely  feelile  and  debilitateil. 

1  am,  etc.,        '  ROBERT  BUTLER. 

lion.  Elijah  Uaywarh,  t'iiiaiiu'f.'<Luncr  General  Land  Ollice,  Washtnij/an. 


Paper  Xo.  I. 


Exlratil  of  a  Idler  from  Ihe  siirceijor  general  of  Florida  (Colonel  B idler )  to  Ihe  (Jomnmaioner  of  the  General 

Land  0(fice,dahd  August  l\,W-29. 

"In  the  case  (if  Joseph  Noreaga  (claimed  by  Colonel  J.  M.White)  I  have  been  g-ovcvned  in  withholdiu,g 
mj'  certificate  from  the  fact  that  the  island  on  which  the  improvement  was  made  oug-lit  to  be  confirmed  to 
that  part  north  of  a  branch  of  the  Escambia  laid  down  by  actual  survey,  and  which  contains  about  the 
quantity  of  land  called  for,  and  also  conforms  in  shape  to  the  original  plat  of  survey  returned  by  Mr. 
Cairo,  keeper  of  public  archives,  to  this  office.  The  residue,  south  of  said  branch  of  the  river,  I  consider 
as  public  domain;  and  should  my  opinion  be  sustained,  the  deputj'  surveyor  can  be  required  to  return 
the  survey  as  public  land,  which  has  been  made  south  of  that  stream  in  which  the  sectional  lines  have 
been  run. 

"  Enclosed  yiiu  have  a  plat  of  the  whole,  as  claimed  by  Colonel  White,  with  the  stream  delineated, 
by  which  I  consider  the  island  bounded,  as  granted  to  Colonel  Xoreaga. 

"Colonel  White  has  just  stepped  in,  and  I  have  read  the  foregoing  to  him  and  explained  the  survey; 
and  I  am  authorized  by  him  to  say  that  he  is  satisfied  with  my  decision.  I  will,  therefore,  require  the  return 
of  the  deputy,  and  have  the  certificate  made  out  agreeably,  and  the  alteration  made  on  the  township 
plats." 

[Here  follow  tlie  plats;  for  whicli,  see  originals.] 


Papfr  No.  2. 
See  letter  from  General  Land  Onice,  dated  the  28th  August,  1829. 


Paper  No.  3. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Benjamin  Clements  and  James  W.  Erum,  deputy  surveyors,  to  Rolierl  Butler,  surveyor 

general,  (fv. 

Sir:  Youv  communication,  witli  that  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  yourself, 
with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Joseph  M.  White  to  the  Commissioner,  also  a  map  of  an  island  or 
islands  in  the  Escambia  river,  is  received. 

In  repl_v  to  your  inquiries  and  those  of  the  Ciimmissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  we  can  simply 
state  that  during  our  surveying  in  that  part  of  the  Territory  alluded  to,  we  were  unable  to  get  any  infor- 
mation respecting  the  island  granted  to  Joseiih  Noreaga,  except  from  a  copy  of  the  grant;  however,  we 
took  the  precaution  to  survey  all  the  islands  as  public  and  private  property,  as  it  might  be  determined  by 
the  surveyor  general.  On  our  arrival  at  Tallaliassee,  to  prepare  our  notes  and  township  plats  for  tlie 
surveyor's  office,  we  met  witli  Colonel  Josei)h  M.  ^VIlite,  who  informed  us  he  claimed  the  island,  and 
claimed  to  the  slough  marked  CC;  we  made  our  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  accordingly. 

As  respects  the  slough,  marked  BB,  being  a  permanent  water-course,  it  is  like  the  rest  of  those  sloughs, 
changing  their  position;  and  we  have  reason  to  believe  the  slough  originally  took  its  course  some  twenty  or 
thirty  chains  above,  near  the  place  marked  D,  but  owing  to  drift,  &c.,  that  point  has  become  impassable, 
and  "the  pass  BB  is  now  a  channel  through  wliich  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows.  AVe  would  further  state  that 
after  entering  either  of  the  sloughs  there  is  sufficient  depth  of  water  for  any  craft  that  can  enter  the  river 
at  any  point;  the  slough  CC  is  considerably  the  widest,  but  as  to  depth  they  are  nearly  the  same. 
Vol..  VI 70  E 
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Paper  No.  4. 
Copy  of  a  letter  from  Robert  Butler  to  Benjamin  Clements  and  James  W.  Exum,  dejmtij  surveyors. 

Surveyor's  Office,   Tallahassee,  February  27,  1833. 

Gextlemen:  I  herewith  submit,  for  j'our  inspection,  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  tlie  General 
Land  Otlice,  of  the  30tli  January,  tog-ether  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  J.  M.  White  to  the  Commissioner; 
also  a  plat  bubmitteil  by  the  Commissioner,  exhibiting-  an  island  in  the  Escambia  river,  surveyed  in  the 
name  of  Joseph  Noreaga,  being-  in  township  No.  1,  in  ranges  29  and  30  north  and  west. 

You  having-  surveyed  said  claim  and  all  the  land  adjoining-  thereto,  and  having-  a  perfect  knowledge 
of  the  stream  marked  BB  in  the  map,  will  you  please  to  give  me  your  opinion  whether  it  is  a  permanent 
water-course,  and  if  it  is  now  navigable;  and  if  not,  whether  from  appearances  it  was  or  was  not  a 
navigable  stream  at  the  time  the  grant  was  made  by  the  Spanish  government;  also,  please  to  state  what 
you  think  the  depth  of  water  is,  and  the  general  width  of  the  stream  at  this  time,  and  what  it  was  formerly; 
if  tlierc  has  been  a  chang-e  in  th(!  channel,  and  whether  or  not  the  channels  g-enerally,  at  the  termina- 
tion of  the  Escambia  river,  have  the  appearance  of  having  changed  their  direction  or  navigation  at  any 
time;  and  any  other  information  that  will  throw  light  on  the  subject  in  relation  to  the  inquiries  made  by 
the  Commissioner. 


Surveyor's  Office,   Tallahassee,  August  12,  1832. 
Sir:  Yours  of  the  5th  ultimo,   enclosing  the  decree  of   the  court  on  the  claim   of   Arredondo  for 
289,645|  acres,  has  been  received  . 

A  competent  and  intelligent  surveyor  will  be  despatched  early  in  September,  to  execute  the  survey 
of  this  claim  in  strict  conformity  to  the  decree  of  the  court. 

It  would  be  inexpedient  and  hazardous  to  the  health  of  the  surveyor  to  attempt  the  survey  of  this 
claim  earlier  than  the  middle  or  last  of  September. 
I  am,  &c.,  &c., 

ROBERT  BUTLER. 
Hon.  Elijah  IIayward,  Commissioner  General.  Land  Office. 


Extract  of  a  lelteri'  from  Robert  Butler,  esq.,  to  Elijah  Hayward,  esq.,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

doled  August  24,  1832. 

"Enclosed  you  liave  copies  of  I.  G.  Searcy's  resignation  and  my  answer.  You  will  please  submit  them 
to  the  President  for  his  decision.  On  the  additional  duties  i)nposed  on  my  office  by  the  late  act  of  Con- 
gress, and  the  decision  thereon  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  letter  of  my  clerk  is  suffi- 
ciently explicit,  without  any  additional  remarks  frcjin  me  in  my  feeble  state.  It  becomes  necessary, 
however,  to  inform  3'ou  that  his  place  has  not  j'ct  been  filled,  and  my  other  clerk  has  been  sick  for  many 
months,  occasionally  able  only  to  attend  to  current  business.  I  have  again  been  down  myself,  but  feel  at 
]iresent  nothing  but  feebleness.     I  hope  for  better  times  soon." 


Tallahassee,  July  1,  1832. 

Dear  Sir:  My  health  is  so  precarious  that  it  becomes  my  duty  to  resign  my  berth  in  your  office  If 
the  duties  were  like  those  in  most  of  the  offices  in  the  United  States,  my  health  would  justify  my  continu- 
ance; for  seven  years  they  have  been  very  laborious,  for  the  last  twelve  months  extremely  so.  Just  as  a 
finish  had  been  made  of  all  the  returns  due  from  j'our  office  the  late  law  of  Congress  passed,  which  will 
cause  them  to  be  of  no  use;  in  addition  thereto,  fjur-fifths  of  the  labor  performed  during-  the  last  seven  or 
eight  years  in  your  office  will  again  have  to  be  gone  tlircjugh,  which  would  require  the  constant  attention 
of  at  least  four  or  five  additional  clerks  one  year,  to  make  the  most  laborious  calculations  and  make  new 
plats. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  constitution  of  no  individual  can  long  survive  the  application  neces- 
sary to  the  completion  of  this  most  laborious  of  all  occupations  and  most  fatal  to  the  health. 

I  leave  your  office  with  regret;  but  in  doing  so,  I  have  one  great  consolation,  that  is,  that  I  have 
discharged  my  duty  to  the  best  of  my  abilities,  and  that  I  have  never  knowingly  given  you  cause  of 
complaint;  if  I  have,  I  have  never  heard  a  murmur  of  complaint,  nor  has  there  ever  existed  one  unkind 
word  or  feeling  between  us.  I  shall  ever  feel  grateful  for  the  many  favors  I  have  received  at  your  hands, 
and  hope  some  day  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  cancel  some  of  the  many  obligations  I  am  under  to  you. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISHAM  GREEN  SEARCY. 

Col.  Robert  Bitler,  Surveyor  General,  Territory  of  Florida. 


Lake  Jackson,  July  2,  1832. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  resignation  of  yesterday  was  duly  received,  and  the  fact  shall  be  reported 
immediately  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,     it  is  due  to  you  that  I  should  declare  that  the  first 
painful  feeling-  which  you  have  caused  me  in  better  than  eight  years'  service  was  produced  bj'  this  letter; 
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and  I  do  think  tluit  njy  i'eeble  state  dl'  licallh  ciu^'lit  tn  have  lieen  spared  so  se\'('rc  a  shuck  liy  a  previous 
consultation.  The  sliock  occasioned  by  tiie  separation  was  almost  overpii\verin<;-.  In  niakiiij;-  this  sever- 
ance, and  to  enable  your  successor  as  well  as  niyselC  to  distinctly  understand  the  true  situation  of  those 
duties  under  your  immediate  g-uardiaushi|i,  I  have  to  reijuest  that  yon  will  have  ti<'d  up  and  sealed  all 
township  plats  wln'cli  have  been  returned  to  the  oftico  by  the  department,  and  irhicli  liarr  iml  hreii  prepared 
by  you,  and^  also  fill  up  the  general  plan,  leaving  no  work  which  has  been  done  in  the  field  undelineated 
thereon.  This  little  arrangement  will  enable  me  to  keep  order  from  running  into  cAf/o.s-  as  soon  as  I  can 
resume  my  duties.  I  have  further  to  request,  that  you  will  occupy  my  property  for  your  own  convenience 
and  ila  preservation  as  long  as  your  avocations  will  [lei-mit. 

Wishing  you  speedy  and   general  restoration  to  your  shattered  and  enfeebleil   constitution,  (arising 
from  your  devotion  to  your  public  duties,)  I  remain  your  sincere  friend, 

ROBERT  BUTLER. 
General  Ish.vm  G.  Skarcy. 


Si-rvkvor's  Office,   Tallaha.<see,  ,Spp/emlier  15,  1832. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo,  covering  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  lion.  Joseph  M.  White,  (jf 
the  13th  ultimo,  has  been  received.     The   lands  of  Boual  Pintado  and  Carera  were  surveyed  during  the 
spring  past,  and  the  returns  made  into  my  office  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicalile. 

Owing  to  a  long  and  protracted  illness  1  am  so  debilitated  that  it  has  been  impossible  f  u-  me  to 
attend  to  their  adjudication;  they  will  be  attended  to  so  soon  as  my  health  will  permit. 

You  and  Colonel  White  have  both  been  informed,  from  time  to  time  heretofore,  of  the  causes  wlij'  those 
claims  were  not  surveyed  sooner.  That  y(jur  attention  may  be  drawn  to  the  facts,  those  claims  were 
situated  in  the  townships  that  were  suspended,  the  completion  of  which  was  ])revented  by  high  water, 
sickness,  and  information  necessary  for  identity. 

Yeiy  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant. 

ROBERT  BUTLER. 
Ei.iJ.-iH  II.wwARD,  Esq.,  Cummin^ivner  General  Land  ()ffice. 


At  Home,  September  16,  1832. 

Sir:  Since  1  wrote  .you  last  1  have  been  again  down,  and  have  now  entailed  upon  me  a  confirmed 
ague  and  fever.  When  I  shall  be  able  to  attend  to  business,  God  only  knows.  My  remaining  clerk  has 
been  a  long  time  sick,  and  some  doubts  have  been  lately-  entertained  of  his  recovery.  Almost  every 
person  has  been  sick  in  the  country.  My  bond  has  been  executed  some  days  and  certified,  and  only 
awaits  my  going  to  Tallahassee  to  be  qualified,  which  I  have  not  strength  at  present  to  attend  to.  Until 
you  have  better  news  from  me,  I  hope  you  will  not  make  any  more  requisitions  on  my  office,  as  I  am 
totally  unable  to  attend  to  them. 

Respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  BUTLER. 

Elijah  Hayward,  Escp,  Commissioner  General  Land  Office. 


22d  Congress.]  No.    1086.  [2d    Session 

ON  CLAIM  TO  LAND  ON  TIIE  ISLAND  OF  KEY  BISCAYNE,  OFF  CAPE  FLORIDA. 

COMJICXIC.WED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    RErRESEXT.VTIVES    JANUARY     7,    1833. 

Mr.  BuLLARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William 

G.  Davis  and  Mary  Ann,  his  wife,  reported: 

That  the  petitioners  state  that  they  became  the  purchasers  of  the  island  of  Key  Biscayne,  off"  Cape 
Florida,  from  Peter  Fornell;  that  the  claim  was  laid  before  the  land  commissioners  who  confirmed  their 
title  to  one  hundred  and  seventy -five  acres.  They  now  ask  for  the  balance  of  the  island,  which  they  rep- 
resent as  of  no  use  to  anybody  except  themselves,  and  to  them  only  as  a  means  of  keeping  off  intruders. 

The  grant  to  Fornell  is  not  shown,  nor  is  it  pretended  that  injustice  was  done  to  the  petitioners  by  the 
report  of  the  land  commissioners.  There  is  a  certificate  of  some  persons  in  that  vicinity,  that  there  is 
little  or  no  land  on  the  island  fit  for  cultivation  beyond  the  tract  confirmed  to  the  petitioners.  They  ask 
the  rest  of  the  laud  as  a  pure  gratuity.  Having  shown  no  right  nor  any  circumstances  which  entitle 
them  to  equitable  relief,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be 
granted. 
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22d  Coxcjress. 


No.    1  087.  2n  Session-. 


EXTUAOr.-i  FROM  SOLOU/AXO'.S  PULITK'A  IXDLVXA,  SHOWIXG  THE  POWERS  OF  TUE 
SPAXISH  VICEROYS  AXD  GOVERNORS  OF  THE  IXDIES  IX  REFEREXCE  TO  LAND 
CRAXTS. 

COMMUN'ICATED    TO    THE    HllL'SE    OF    REPKESENTATIVES    JAXUARY    8,    1833. 

Ejirads  fnmi  Solorzano\t  Fdlilv-a  Tnduina,  a  icork'  <f  approved  authorili/  in  all  Spanish  tribunals,  and  the  mod 
celehrak'd  of  the  Spanish  romnientatoiv  on  the  laws  of  the  Indies.  The  translations  compared  and  certified 
Inj  the  translator  of  foreign  languages  in  the  DejMrtment  of  Stale. 

[Translatioa.] 

Book  3,  chap)ter  5,  article  31. 

Because,  as  Carole  Pasealio  says,  and  Calisto  Ramirez,  subjects  have  no  oblig-ation  to  investigate  or 
know  tbu  orders  and  instructions  of  a  secret  nature  which  are  given  to  the  viceroys,  in  which  liounds  are 
))ut  to  their  power,  for  if  they  do  not  obey  tlieni,  they  are  suliject  to  rei)rehension  or  punishment;  but  what  tliey 
may  perform  must  be  sustained,  because  they  are  in  (luality  of  factors  or  substitutes  for  royalty,  for 
wliose  actions  he  who  named  tliem  is  accountable,  and  put  them  in  that  cliarge  whicli  is  indeed  con- 
formable to  rig'ht.* 

Book  3,  chapter  9,  article  14. 

But  altlioug-h  this,  as  I  said,  proceeds  with  reference  to  common  law,  and  it  is  lit  that  the  viceroys 
and  governors  of  the  Indies  never  cease  to  bear  it  in  mind,  still,  as  regards  the  municipal  duty  of  these, 
the  whole,  or  almost  the  whole,  is  left  to  their  discretion  and  prudence;  because,  in  the  conflict  or  concur- 
rence of  tliese  cedulas  (roj-al  provisions)  and  orders  de  providende,  they  have  not  to  attend  so  much  to  the 
dates  and  orders  of  these  as  to  that  which  may  appear  to  them  most  convenient  to  execute,  as  also  what 
the  merits  and  services  of  those  who  have  presented  them  ask  and  require,  and  the  state  of  things  in  their 
C(juntries  or  provinces,  the  government  of  which  is  committed  to  them.  It  is  thus  recommended  to  them 
in  the  royal  cedulas,  which  I  noticed  in  the  beginning  cf  this  chapter,  and  others  of  the  years  156T,  1605, 
1610,  directed  to  the  viceroys,  at  that  time,  of  Peru,  Toledo,  Monterey,  Montesclaros. 

Book  3,  chapter  10,  article  25. 

This  calls  us  to  another  question  not  less  frequent  and  difficult,  upon  which  I  have  seen  some  suits 
adjourned  from  a  discord  of  opinions;  I  mean,  who  is  to  have  the  preference  of  two,  of  whom  one  obtained 
by  favor  from  the  court  a  .special  encomienda  (Indian  tribute)  by  dispensation  made  to  him  by  his  Majesty, 
and  another  obtained  the  same  in  the  Indies  by  grant  of  the  viceroys  or  governors,  having  there  power  to 
do  it,  without  having  notice  of  the  other  from  his  Majesty. 

I  judge  we  can  examine  and  easily  solve  this  question  as  respects  the  right  onlj-  by  informing  our- 
selves', and  looking  attentively  as  to  the  fact  of  which  of  these  grants  of  the  same  object  preceded  the 
other;  for  if  we  suppose  the  vacancy  to  happen  in  the  Indies,  and  the  viceroy  or  governor,  who  there  is 
OS  the  King  himself,  made  the  appointment  lawfully  and  immediately,  and  in  exercise  and  use  of  his  facul- 
ties, gave  the  title  and  possession  thereof  to  some  well-deserving  person,  we  must  come  to  the  resolution 
that  tlie  grant  of  this  encomienda,  which  afterwards  may  be  found  to  be  made  by  the  King  in  his  court, 
is  in  itself  null  and  of  no  value  or  efl'ect,  because  there  is  no  vacancy  to  supply,  as  we  said  in  chapter  five, 
on  account  of  its  being  previously  occupied,  and  the  grant  made  in  proper  time;  and  the  concession  made 
in  the  name  of  the  King,  in  virtue  of  authority  sufficient  and  his  own  commission,  must  be  and  must 
remain  always  firm  and  valid  as  if  himself  had  made  it.  Of  this  Ave  have  an  express  text  in  speaking 
about  what  is  done  by  the  procurators  of  Ca-sar,  (1.  1.  de  ofl'.  Proc.  Cwsar,)  and  others  still  more  expres- 
sive, which  decide  upon  what  we  are  saying  upon  the  subject  of  gifts. "j" 

Book  5,  chapter  12,  article  1. 

-Vlthough  it  may  seem  that  enougli  was  provided  for  the  maintenance  of  peace  and  for  justice  in  the 
provinces  of  the  Indies  by  the  creation  of  audiences  and  magistrates,  of  which  mention  has  been  made  in 
the  jircceding  chapters,  still,  as  those  went  on  peopling  and  distinguishing  themselves  so  much,  it  became 
meet,  at  least  in  the  principal  parts,  such  as  Peru,  New  Spain,  &c.,  to  place  governors  of  greater  weight, 
with  the  title  of  viceroys,  who  should  also  act  as  presidents  of  the  audiences  there  residing,  and  who 
should  separately  have  in  charge  the  government  of  those  extensive  dominions,  and  of  all  the  military 
bodies  which  might  there  arrive,  as  their  captain  general;  and  should  act,  watch,  and  take  care  of  all 
which  royalty  in  person  would  act  and  take  care  of  if  there  present;  and  should  be  understood  to  be  suit- 
able for  the  conversion  and  protection  of  the  Indians,  and  spreading  of  the  Holy  Word,  the  political 
administration,  and  for  the  peace  and  tranquillity,  and  the  increase  of  things  spiritual  and  temporal. 

Article  3.  And  truly,  the  provinces  of  the  Indies  being,  as  tliej'  are,  so  distant  from  those  of  Spain, 
it  became  necessary  that  in  these,  more  than  an_y  other,  our  powerful  Kings  should  place  these  images  of 
their  own,  who  should  represent  them  to  the  life  and  efficaciously,  and  should  maintain  in  ])eace  and 
tranquillity  the  new  colonists  and  their  colonies,  and  should  keep  them  in  check  and  in  proper  bounds  by 
such  a  dignity  and  authority  as  the  Romans  did  when  thej'  spread  theirs  over  the  best  part  of  the  globe, 
dividing  the  most  remote  into  two  kinds,  which  they  called  considar  and  pretorean  ;  the  Emperors  them- 
selves taking  the  government  of  the  principal  of  these  in  their  own  hands,  and  charging  the  senate 
with  the  second;  and  giving  to  those  who  went  to  govern  the  first  the  name  of  proconsuls  and  to  the 
others  that  of  presidents,  about  which  we  have  entire  chapters  in  law,  where  the  commentators  speak  of 
this  more  extensively,  and  an  infinity  of  authors. 

Article  4.  Some  of  those  observe  (in  terms  of  which  we  speak)  Hiat  to  those  jn-oconsuls  or  presi- 
dents, may  be  likened  the  vicert)ys  of  the  present  day,  although  this  is  not  agreed  to  by  Pedro  Gregorio, 
who  says  that  the  authority  and  power  is  greater  of  the  viceroys,  and  that  in   France  verj'  rarely  was 

-  L.  3,  ft  lie  piiblicam,  §  I'm.  instit.  de  oblig.  quaj  es  quaBi  dcdic.     Cabedus  tt  alii  apud  Mc.  d.  c.  4  n    78. 
t  C,  Ki  is  qui,  12  de  proli.  lib.  ti,  vide  verba  apud  ilc.  d    c,  9  uum.  35. 
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such  a  ili,i;-iiity  ,u:riuitc(i,  cxropt  to  a  liintlicr  m-  cliiM  dl'  the  |)riiicr,  or  one  (lcsij;'iialc(l  as  sncccssoi-  t(i  tlic 
empire;  and  I  liud  Huhadilla  ul'  tlic  saini-  i>|iiiiiiin  -al'lirwaids  Alcialo  and  otlicrs  wlmni  lie  names. — ( ,Sc<! 
referencf'x.  i 

Anriei.E  G.  But  however  this  may  he,  (their  similitude  to  other  titles,)  it  is  of  litlh'  importaiiee.  What 
1  reckon  as  certain  is,  that  the  person  to  whom  there  is  the  greatest  likeni;ss,  is  to  the  kin>;'s  themselves 
wdio  appoint  them  and  send  them  out,  g-enerally  choosing  them  from  titled  gentry,  and  the  most  worthy  in 
Spain  of  his  chamber  counsel,  causing  them,  in  the  provinces  which  are  intrusted  to  them,  to  lie  looked 
uiion,  as  1  have  said,  as  their  own  person,  to  he  their  substitutes;  for  this  is  properly  signilied  in  the 
Lalin  word  lu-oreges  or  vice-reges,  which  in  the  common  language  we  call  viceroys;  and  in  Catalonia  and 
other  parts  they  are  called  alterego,  on  account  of  this  ubi.piity  of  likeness  or  re|)resentation,  which  is 
also  treated  of  in  some  clia[)ters  of  common  law,  and  tlic  laws  of  the  i'artidas,  and  which  are  descril.ied 
extensivelj'  by  Budeo,  Casaneo,  and  other  authors. — (Hee  referenws.) 

Article  7.  From  which  it  liap]jens  that  regularly  in  the  provinces  whicli  ar<'  iiilrusti'd  ti.i  them,  and 
in  every  case,  and  in  all  things  whicli  arc  not  especially  excepted,  they  possess  and  exercise  the  same 
power,  authority,  and  jurisdiction,  with  the  King  who  names  them;  and  this  not  so  nuich  as  a  delegation 
as  in  the  common  way,  as  is  proved  by  the  texts,  and  by  the  doctors  already  i|Uotrd,  and  a  number  of 
others  wdiich  arc  cited  liy  Avendano,  Humada,  C<irdan,  Tollada,  Bobadilla,  Calisto,  Kemirez,  Berarto,  and 
others  of  the  moderns,  and  in  particular  Juan  Francisco  de  Ponte  and  J.  M.  Novario,  who  have  written 
especial  and  copious  treatises  upon  the  office  and  power  of  the  viceroys,  and  who  reprove  Fontancla,  wdio, 
in  too  general  terms,  calls  it  delegated,  and  to  these  I  aild  the  latest,  Marco  Zuerio,  who,  in  one  of  his 
political  emblems,  expressed  w^ell  this  representation  with  the  painting  of  a  seal,  which  the  wax,  being 
warm,  receives,  in  which  it  is  stamped  or  printed,  with  the  addition  of  the  letters  for  motto,  cijler  ft  idem; 
and  he  applies  it  to  this  communication  and  representation  wdiich  the  JCings  make  of  their  Majesty  to  the 
viceroys  whom  tliey  send  to  govern  provinces  where  themselves  cannot  be  jiresent,  they  renuiining  with 
their  jiower  entire,  although  it  be  transmitted  uv  transferred  from  one  to  others. 

Articles.  And,  approaching  nearer  to  the  municipal  right  of  our  Indies,  almost  everything  which 
relates  to  this  great  pow<  r  and  dignity  of  viceroys  will  be  found  in  the  cedulas  which  1  have  already 
quoted,  and  in  particular  that  part  regarding  their  representation  in  one  issued  at  the  Escorial,  July  ly, 
16U,  from  wliich  is  inferred  "that  to  the  viceroys  theye  is,  and  must  be  oliserved,  the  same  obedience  and 
respect  as  to  the  Iviug,  without  putting  the  least  difficulty,  contradiction,  or  interpretation,  under  the 
penalty  of  those  who  should  contravene,  incurring  the  punislmients  ordained  by  law,  who  do  not  obey 
the  royal  orders,  and  the  others  which  are  tiiere  marked  and  related." — ( See  ri'fereneef!.  / 

a'rticle  9.  And  all  this  is  very  right,  for  wherever  the  representation  of  another  is  given,  there  is 
the  true  copy  of  that  other,  of  whicli  the  image  is  produced  or  represented  agreeably  h)  the  understanding 
of  a  text,  and  as  Tiraquelo  explains  at  great  length,  and  other  authors;  and,  in  general,  this  representa- 
tion is  more  resplendent  when  the  viceroys  and  magistralea  are  further  rem  ved  I'rom  the  masters  who 
influence  and  communicate  it  to  them,  as  Flutarch  finely  expresses  it  by  the  example  of  the  iikxhi,  which 
becomes  of  greater  size  and  splendor  in  pmiiortion  as  slie  removes  from  the  sun,  which  is  the  object 
which  gives  her  that  splendor. 

Article  10.  From  all  which  I  infer,  in  the  first  place,  that  tliis  viceroyal  jiower  and  dignity  being  of 
this  nature,  and  so  great  as  has  been  said,  and  that  it  has  to  be  exercised  in  so  many  and  such  arduous 
alfairs  and  cases  as  occur  generally  in  the  Indies,  the  prince  ouglit  to  look  well  to  the  persons  he  chooses 
and  sends  upon  these  employments,  since  even  in  those  of  oidors  and  other  ministers  of  less  note,  I  denwn- 
strated  the  necessity  of  the  same  caution  in  other  chapters,  and  as  to  governors  who  are  sent  to  new 
or  warlike  provinces,  this  is  adverted  to  in  elegant  expressions  by  Cassiodoro. — (See  rejerenvea. ) 

Article  11.  And  the  Padre  Josef  de  Acosta  is  not  less  elegant  in  treating  of  the  qualities  of  the 
viceroys,  when  he  says  that  if  the  Romans  took  so  much  pains  to  send  to  their  remote  provinces,  and  such 
as  were  lately  conquered,  men  of  the  first  choice,  perfect,  and  experienced,  whom  they  knew,  and  scarcely 
trusted  others  than  the  very  consuls  of  their  own  city;  much  greater  pains  are  required  with  viceroys 
for  the  New  World,  which  is  so  much  farther  distant  from  the  eyes  of  their  Kings,  and  is  composed  of  so 
many  diSerent  nations  and  mixtures  of  people,  and  conqu-ehends  so  many  new  provinces,  in  which  every  day 
there  occurs  .some  new  and  unthought  of  alfairs;  where  mutiny  and  sedition  are  contemplated;  where 
sudden  and  dangerous  changes  are  ex]ierienced;  where  municipal  laws  are  not  known,  or  not  louud 
sufficient  for  every  case;  and" if  we  wish  to  make  use  of  the  Roman  code,  or  the  Castiliaii,  these  do  not 
square  with  those  of  the  country,  and  the  very  state  of  the  republic  is  so  inconstant,  varied,  and  different 
in  itself  every  day,  tliat  things  which  yesterday  might  be  judged  and  considered  as  very  straight  and 
regulated,  to-day  would  become  unjust  and  pernicious. 

Bool  5,  chapter  13,  parje  376,  article  2. 

The  first  established  rule  and  sentence  is,  that  viceroys  can  act  and  despatch  in  the  provinces  of  their 
government,  in  cases  wdiich  have  not  been  especially  excepted,  all  that  the  prince  wdio  named  them  might 
or  could  do,  if  he  where  himself  present,  and  for  this  reason  and  cause  his  jurisdiction  and  power  must  be 
held  and  judged  more  as  a  thing  established  than  delegated. — (See  references.) 

Article  3.  All  which  is  indeed  conformable  to  the  purpose  for  which  these  honorable  and  pre-eminent 
employments  were  instituted,  wdiich  was,  as  it  appears,  that  subjects  who  live  and  reside  in  such  remote 
provinces  may  not  be  obliged  to  go  and  seek  the  King,  wdio  lives  so  far  ofi' ;  and  that  they  may  have 
near  to  them  a  substitute  of  his,  to  wdiom  they  can  apjily,  with  whom  and  of  wdiom  they  can  treat;  they 
can  ask  and  obtain  all  which  they  might  expect  from  the  King  himself,  or  obtain  from  him  even  in  tlio.sc 
things  requiring  power  or  especial  provision,  as,  after  Andres  of  Milan  and  Francisco  de  Poiite,  is 
explained  well  by  Capiblanco,  Mastrillo,  Gambacui  la,  and  others  who  treat  of  this.  And  speaking  of  this, 
the  lawyer,  Ulpiano,  dares  to  mxy,  in  an  absolute  style,  "that  there  is  no  case  in  the  provinces  which 
cannot  be  despatched  by  tlieni;"  and  the  same  doctrine,  with  many  examples  to  conliiin  it,  are  taught  to 
us  by  many  other  texts  of  law,  civil,  canonical,  and  royal. — ( See  references. J 

Article  4.  In  particular  passages  relating  to  viceroys  of  the  Indies,  we  have  an  infinite  number  ot 
cedulas  which  decide  this  and  as.sert  the  same,  which  can  be  seen  in  the  first  volume  of  those  m  print  trom 
page  237,  and,  besides  these,  another  still  of  a  fresher  date  given  at  St.  Lorenzo,  July  19,  ItiU,  which 
orders,  generally,  "  that  the  viccroj-s,  as  holding  the  place  of  the  King,  can  act  and  decree  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  royal  person,  and  must  be  obeyed  as  one  holding  his  authority,  without  replying,  without 
interpretation,  under  the  penalties  to  which"  are  snlijectcd    those   wdio  do  not  oliey  the  royal  commands. 
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and  such   laws    as   may  bo   imposed  by  tlicm;   and   that  which  they  ordain  and  command,  the  King  will 
hold  as  firm  and  valid." — (See  refereneea. ) 

Article  5.  All  which  is  certain,  and  in  such  manner  that  oven  when  they  exceed  their  powers  or  secret 
instructions,  they  must  be  obeyed  like  the  King  himsidf,  although  they  may  transgress  and  are  afterwards 
))unisliod  ibr  it,  as  I  have  already  said  in  other  chapters;  and  Mastrillo  expresses  it  at  some  length,  in 
speaking  of  the  ])racticc  of  tliese  secret  instructions,  and  the  form  which  must  be  observed  in  them.  And 
the  reason  of  this  is  because  we  must  almost  presume  in  favor  of  the  viceroys,  and  what  they  do  we 
must  consider  as  done  by  the  King  who  appointed  them,  as  is  said  in  many  texts  and  by  several  authors. — 
(See,  references.) 

Jiiinl  G,  chap/er  12,  par/e  482,  article  13. 

.\nd  by  anotlier  ci'dula  in  Madrid,  October  21,  153.5,  it  is  permitted  that  the  ancient  conquerors,  and 
other  tcell  deferring  persons  in  the  Indies,  be  remunerated  and  accommodated  with  lands  and  possession 
there,  and  that  amongst  these  the  most  worthy  should  be  jireferred;  which  cedula  is  very  just,  and  now 
can  be  enforced  by  the  viceroys  witliout  contravening  that  of  1591,  when  the  merits  were  icorthy  of  nalis- 
faclion,  because  the  interest  of  Kings  is  not  small  to  give  compliance  to  it,  nor  is  it  new  to  give  a  premium 
to  old  service,  as  I  have  said  in  other  places. 

I  certiiy  that  I  have  revised  the  above  translation,  and  compared  it  with  the  original,  to  wiiich  it 
corresponds  minutely. 

ROBERT  OREENHOW, 
Trandalor  of  foreign  languages  to  the  Department  of  Slate. 


22n  Congress.]  No.    1088.  [2d  Session. 

ON  CLAIM  TO  A  CHOCTAW  RESERVATION  IN  MISSISSIPPI  UNDER  THE  SECOND  ARTICLE 

OP  THE  TREATY  OF  SEPTEMBER  27,  1830. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    10,    1833. 

Mr.  Pi.uMMER,  from  the  Connnittee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Silas  D.  Fisher, 

reported: 

That  by  the  provisions  of  the  second  article  of  the  supplement  to  the  treaty  made  and  entered  into 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Choctaw  nation  of  Indians  at  Dancing  Rabbit  creek,  on  the  27th  day  of 
September,  A.  D.  1830,  a  reservation  of  one  section  of  land  was  granted  to  Silas  D.  Fisher,  alias  Silas  D. 
F'isher  the  petitioner,  to  be  located  so  as  to  include  his  residence  and  improvement  at  the  time  of  the 
treaty.  It  appears  from  the  statements  of  the  petitioners,  as  well  as  other  evidence,  that  the  said  Fisher 
had  no  permanent  residence  and  improvement  within  the  limits  of  the  Choctaw  nation  at  the  date  of  the 
treaty,  but  that  he  was  residing  temporarily  with  his  father-in-law  near  the  Choctaw  line,  without  the 
boundaries  of  the  natitm.  The  petitioner  is  therefore  not  oidy  unable  to  avail  himself  of  the  provisions 
of  the  treaty  in  his  favor,  but  in  consequence  of  his  peculiar  situation  is  deprived  of  the  provisions  of 
the  14th  article  of  the  said  treaty,  granting  to  each  head  of  a  family  a  section  of  land,  to  include  his 
improvement,  on  condition  of  his  residing  on  the  same  for  five  years;  and  also  of  the  provisions  of  the 
lOtli  article,  granting  to  each  head  of  a  family  a  tract  of  land  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  he  might  have 
had  in  cultivation  at  the  date  of  the  treaty. 

Other  persons  ]irovided  for  in  the  same  article  of  the  supplement  to  the  treaty,  who  were  simihiTly 
situated  with  Mr.  Fisher,  and  did  not  reside  in  the  nation,  were  by  a  provision  in  the  treaty  authorized  to 
locate  the  reservations  granted  to  them  on  any  of  the  unimproved  and  unoccupied  lands  within  that 
section  of  country  acquired  from  the  Clioctaws  by  the  aforesaid  treat}'.  The  petitioner  was  one  of  the 
mingoes  or  captains  who  signed  the  treaty.  It  is  therefore  evident  from  the  foregoing,  and  other  facts 
and  circumstances,  that  it  did  not  occur  to  the  commissioners  that  the  petitioner  had  no  residence  and 
improvement  in  the  nation  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  treaty,  or  lie  would  have  been  permitted  by 
a  clause  in  the  treaty  to  locate  tlie  reservation  granted  to  him  on  any  of  the  unaiipropriated  lands.  The 
petitioner  therefore  prays  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  him  to  locate  the  section  of  land  granted  to 
him  on  any  of  the  unappropriated  lands  within  the  limits  of  that  tract  of  country  ceded  to  the  United 
States  by  the  treaty  aforesaid.  In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  equity  and  justice  demand  the  relief 
prayed  for.  The  committee  will  not  go  into  an  argument  in  favor  of  the  petitioner,  but  refer  to  the  argu- 
ments so  forcibly  set  forth  in  the  petition^  and  the  facts  stated  in  the  accompanying  documents  made  a 
part  of  this  rc|)ort. 

The  committee  report  a  bill  for  his  relief. 


To  llv,  honiirahle  the  Senators  and  Ilejiregenlatin'!^  of  the  United  Slates  in  Congress  assembled : 

The  petition  of  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  captains  of  the  northwest  district  of  the  Ciioctaw  nation. 

tained  in  the  2d 
Jhoctaw  nation, 
llowed  a  reser- 


The  petition  of  the  undersigned,  one  of  the  captains  of  the  northwest  district  of  the  Cii' 
in  the  .Stat(!  of  Mississi[ipi,  respectfully  showetli:  That  the  name  of  j'our  petitioner  is  contai 
articles  of  tlic  siqjplement  to  the  late  treaty  between  the  United  States  government  and  the  Ch 
which  reads  as  follows,  viz:     "  Article  ?.  And  to  each  of  the  following  persons  there  is  alio 
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vrttion  of  a  section  ami  a  half  nf  land,  ti>  wit:  .Tamos  Tj.  MrPunalil,  Riilicrt  .lonos,  X.iali  Wall,  .lamo.s 
Campbell,  G.  Nelson,  VanL;-lian  Brasiicars,  R.  Harris,  Little  Leader,  S.  Foster,  .L  \'aiii;lian,  L.  Dtiran.s, 
Samuel  Long",  T.  Mag-aha,  Thomas  Evnidye,  (iiles  ThompsoTi,  Thomas  (farland,  .John  Pmnd,  William  Tjellore, 
and  Turner  Brashears.  The  Iwo  jird  named  pcrson.-<  may  locate  one  section  each,  and  one  section  jointly, 
on  any  unimproved  and  unoccupied  land,  thfsi'  not  rraiding  in  the  nation.  The  others  are  to  include  their 
present  residence  and  imju'ovemi-nt.  Also  one  secticni  is  allowed  ti>  the  followinj;'  pers<ins,  to  wit :  Mid- 
dletou  Mackey,  We.sley  Trahern.  Chodehmo,  Moses  Foster,  I).  W.  Wall,  Charles  Scott,  Molly  Nail,  Susan 
Colbert,  who  was  formerly  Susan  James,  Samuel  Garland,  Sila.-i  Fisher,  I).  McCurtain,  Oaklalmma,  and 
Polly  Fillicutchy,  to  be  located  in  entire  sections,  la  inrliide  their  present  re.-^idence  and  improei  nienf,  with 
the  exception  of  Molly  Nail  and  Susan  Colbert,  who  are  authorized  to  h.icate  theirs  on  any  unimproved 
and  unoccupied  laud." — (Reference  to  the  supplement  to  the  treaty.)  And  your  petitiimer  further  shuweth 
that  his  residence  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  treaty  iras,  and,  from  the  time  he  hft  his  futht.'r's 
house,  more  than  a  year  previous,  had  been  without  the  limits  of  the  Choctaw  country,  and  that  he  never 
had  a  separate  residence  or  any  improvement  in  the  said  Choctaw  country. — (Reference  to  the  annexed 
certificates,  and  to  the  retui'u  of  the  ag-ent  of  g'dvi'rnment  employed  to  take  an  account  nf  tlie  Choctaw 
improvements  and  residences.)  And  your  petitioner  further  showeth  that  the  18th  article  of  the  treaty 
contains  the  folkiwing- provision,  viz:  "And  further,  it  is  ag'reed  that  in  the  construction  of  this  treaty 
where  well-founded  doubt  shall  arise,  it  shall  be  cunstrued  most  favorably  towards  the  Choctaws." — 
(Reference  to  the  treaty.)  Your  petitioner  therefore  prays  that  his  case  may  receive  from  your  honorable 
bodies  a  favorable  construction,  and  that  in  the  decision  to  be  made  regard  may  be  had  to  the  following- 
considerations,  viz:  1st.  The  intention  of  g-overnment  to  grant  him  a  section  nf  land  as  expressed  in  the 
words  "  also  one  section  is  allowed  to  the  following  persons,  cV:c." 

2d.  The  fact  that  the  two  persons  lirst  named  in  the  second  article  of  the  supidement,  which  con- 
tains the  name  of  your  petitioner,  having  been  known  to  the  United  States  conunissioners  to  reside  with- 
out the  limits  of  the  Choctaw  country,  were  permitted  crpresghj  upon  that  ground  to  locate  their  reserva- 
tions upon  any  unimproved  and  unoccupied  land. 

od.  The  nature  of  the  case  presented  by  your  petitioner,  (there  being  a  grant  of  land  without  any 
residence  or  improvement  to  fix  its  location,)  as  one  involving-  a  well-fnuuded  doubt  to  be  construed 
agreeably  to  the  18th  article  of  the  treaty;  and 

4th.  The  fact  that  3'our  petitioner  will  remain  entirely  unprovided  I'or,  unless  tlie  grant  made  to  him 
by  government  shall  be  constituted  a  floating  reservation. 

In  view  of  these  considerations  your  petitioner  prays  that  he  rnay  be  permitted  and  authorized  to 
locate  the  section  of  land  granted  to  him  by  a  provision  in  the  2d  ai'ticle  of  the  supplement  to  the  treaty 
lately  concluded  between  the  United  States  government  and  the  Choctaw-  people,  upon  any  lands  in 
the  northwest  district  of  the  country  ceded  bj-  said  treaty,  (to  which  your  petitioner  was  attached,) 
unimproved  and  unoccupied  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  said  treaty.  And  your  petitioner,  as  in  duty 
hound,  will  ever  prav,  &c. 

S.  D.  FISHER. 

October  1.5,  1882. 


Ceitijicate  of  Colonel  G.  Leflore. 

I,  Greenwood  Leflore,  chief  of  the  northwest  district  of  the  Choctaw  nation,  in  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi, do  hereby  certify  that  Silas  D.  Fisher,  named  in  the  2d  article  of  the  supplement  to  the  late  treaty 
between  the  L"nited  States  government  and  the  Choctaw  people,  was,  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  said 
treaty,  one  of  the  captains  of  said  district,  and,  as  such,  used  his  influence  in  favor  of  the  measure  and 
signed  the  treaty;  that  in  consideration  of  his  merit  as  a  virtuous  man  and  an  active  officer,  he  was 
proposed  as  one  eminently  entitled  t'.>  the  gratuity  of  a  section  of  land,  and  Ins  name  was  accordingly 
inserted  in  the  2d  article  of  the  supplement  to  the  treaty;  that  the  fact  of  his  having  no  residence  or 
improvement  in  the  Choctaw  country  did  not  occur  at  the  time  his  name  was  introduced,  but  that  it  is 
well  known  to  me  that  the  said  Fisher  resided,  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  treaty,  w-ith  his  father- 
in-law,  a  white  man,  without  the  limits  of  the  Choctaw  country,  where  he  had  lived  from  the  date  of  his 
marriage,  a  considerable  time  previous,  and  that  he  never  had  a  separate  residence  or  any  improvement 
in  said  Choctaw  countrj-.  As,  therefore,  the  article  embracing  the  name  of  said  Fisher  is  so  worded  as, 
in  connexion  with  the  facts  above  stated,  may  prevent  a  location  of  the  land  granted  to  him  by  govern- 
ment, in  consequence  of  which,  if  a  rigid  construction  is  enforced,  a  poor  but  highly  meritorious  man 
maj'  be  deprived  of  the  bountj-  intended  to  be  bestowed,  I  would  earnestly  reconmiend  his  case  to 
government  as  one  involving  a  u-eU-founded  doubt  as  to  the  location  of  a  claim,  which,  I  hope,  may  be  so 
construed  as  to  admit  of  a  location  upon  anj-  lands  in  the  northwest  district  of  said  Choctaw-  country,  to 
which  said  Fisher  was  attached,  unimproved  and  unoccupied  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  said  treaty. 

Given  under  niv  hand  the  1,'itli  dav  of  October,  1*32. 

(;REENW00D  LEFLORE. 


Certificate  of  United  States  agents. 

We,  the  undersigned,  agents  of  government  for  the  Choctaw  people,  do  hereby  certify  our  belief  of 
the  facts  stated  in  the  foregoing  certificate  of  Chief  Greenwood  Leflore,  and  from  our  knowledge  of  the 
character  and  services  of  Captain  Silas  D.  Fisher  as  a  man  of  correct  moral  deportment  and  an  efficient 
assistant  of  the  agents  of  government  in  the  removal  of  his  people,  do  cheerfully  concur  in  the  recom- 
mendation of  his  case  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  government,  believing  that  his  interests  can 
onlj'  be  protected  by  a  grant  of  the  privilege  of  locating  his  claim  in  the  manner  stated  in  the  foregoing 
certificate. 

Given  under  our  hands  the  15th  dav  of  October,  1S32. 

S.  T.  CROSS,  Agent  Creek  Removal. 

AVM.  S.  COLQUHOUX,  Assistant  Agent. 
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N.  B. The  foregoing-  certificate  of  the  agents  for  the  Choctaws  would  have  been  signed  l.)y  Major  W. 

Armstron"-,  the  suporijjteuding  and  only  remaining  agent  of  the  Choctaw  removal,  and  also  bj'  Colonel 
F.  Armstrong,  the  agent  for  the  Choctaws  west  and  one  of  the  agents  for  e.xamining  the  Choctaw 
improvement's',  if  it  liad  been  possible  for  my  friend  who  assisted  rae  in  procuring  certificates  to  have 
seen  them.  When  I  last  saw  Colonel  Armstrong  he  informed  me  that  he  had  represented  my  case  to  the 
department  and  expressed  his  wish  and  his  confident  belief  that  my  claim  would  be  constituted  a  floating 

reservatiiiii. 

S.  D.  F. 


Washington,  January  T,  1833. 

In  answer  to  your  request  to  be  informed  what  I  know  of  tlie  facts  stated  by  Mr.  Silas  D.  Fisher  in 
his  petition  to  Congress  on  the  subject  of  his  claim  to  a  reservation  of  land  under  a  provision  of  the  late 
treaty  witii  the  Choctaw  tribe  of  Indians,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  am  personally  acquainted  with 
SilasD.  Fisher;  he  was  at  the  time  of  the  treaty  a  captain  in  Colonel  Greenwood  Leflore's  district;  he 
)iad  returned  from  school  from  Kentucky  and  married  a  short  time  before  the  treaty.  I  am  cnnfident  he 
had  no  improvement  in  the  nation.  lie  had  not  settled,  but  was  at  the  time  staying  with  his  father-in- 
law,  Mr.  Kell}'. 

Yours,  &c., 

JOHN  BL.\CK. 

lion.   F.   E.   PU'MMER. 


22d  CoNCREss.]  Wo.    1089.  [2d  Se.ssiox. 

ox    CLAIM   TO   A   RESERVATION    OF   LAND    UNDER   THE   TREATY  W^ITH   THE   CHOCTAW 

INDIANS  OP  SEPTEMBER  27,  1830. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  RErRESE\T.\TIVES  JANUARY   10,   1833. 

Mr.  Plummer,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Greenwofjd 
Leflore  and  others  on  behalf  of  Jacob  Thompson,  reported: 

The  petitioners  represent  that  Jacob  Thompson  is  a  native  and  quartroon  of  the  Choctaw  tribe  of 
Indians,  and  that  no  provisions  were  made  for  hiin  to  obtain  a  grant  of  land  by  the  treaty  of  Dancing 
Rabbit  creek,  made  on  the  27th  day  of  September,  1830,  between  the  United  States  and  the  mingoes, 
chiefs,  &c.,  of  the  Choctaw  nation.  They  therefore  pray  Congress  to  pass  a  law  extending  to  said 
Thompson  the  provisions  of  the  fourteenth  article  of  said  treaty. 

There  is  no  evidence  before  the  committee  other  than  the  statements  of  the  petitioners,  nor  is  any 
reason  assigned  by  the  petitioners  why  Thompson  does  not  come  within  the  purview  and  meaning  of  said 
article  of  the  treaty.  By  the  provisions  of  the  above-mentioned  article  of  the  treaty  aforesaid  "  each 
Choctaw  head  of  a  family,"  on  signifying  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and 
continuing  thereon  for  five  years,  is  entitled  to  a  reservation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  for 
himself,  to  three  hundred  and  twenty  for  each  child  over  ten  years  of  age,  and  to  one  hundred  and  sixty 
for  each  child  under  ten  years  of  age.  In  the  absence  of  any  testimony  on  the  subject  the  committee 
deem  it  inexpedient  to  grant  to  the  said  Jacob  Thompson  the  relief  prayed  tVir,  when  the  petitioners,  by 
their  application  to  Congress,  admit  tliat  he  cannot  legally  avail  himself  of  the  general  provisions 
contained  in  the  treaty.  The  committee  therefore  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  subject. 


22d  Congress.]  No.    1090.  [2d  Session. 

APPLICATION  OF  ILLINOIS  FOR  THE  RIGHT  OF  PRE-EMPTION  TO  ACTUAL  SETTLERS  ON 

THE  PUBLIC  LANDS  WITHIN  HER  LIMITS. 

C05IMUMC.A.TED    TO    THE    SE.VATE    JANUARY    11,    1833. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Hou><e  of  Representalwes  of  the  United  Slates  assembled,  d-c. : 

The  memorial  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois  would  respectfully  represent:  That  deeply 
sensible  of  the  importance  to  the  growth  and  real  prosperity  of  this  State,  (of  a  i)opulation  of  freeholders,) 
and  convinced  that  the  interest  of  the  Union  in  the  public  lands  so  far  from  being  disadvantageously 
affected  will  be  the  more  promoted  as  those  lands  are  in  the  greater  :;tiantity  sold,  your  memorialists 
propose  for  your  favorable  consideration  the  enactment  of  a  law  granting  pre-emption  rights  for  two 
years  after  its  passage,  to  actual  settlers  on  the  public  domain,  whereby  they  may  enjoy  the  same  privilege 
as  those  provided  by  the  act  supplementary  to  the  several  laws  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  "  approved 
tiie  5th  day  (jf  April',  1832." 
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Yoiu-  nieiiKirialists  respectfully  su.o,-,a:est  to  Yi>ur  luiiiuralilc  bodies  tliat  many  wnrthy  licads  (it  familirs 
are  settled  iiiimi  tiie  lands  of  tiie  United  Stateti,  whoso  niost  industrious  exiTtions  allurd  lln'ni  hut  little 
more  than  the  means  requisite  to  their  suiii)ort;  wliile  holding-  liy  a  i)reoarious  jiossession  the  improve- 
ments  which  they  have  made,  they  have  little  or  no  indueement  to  greater  exertions  than  that  derived 
from  a  iiope,  though  distant,  that  they  may,  by  untiring  industry  and  rigid  ectniomy,  aceuinulatc  tlie 
money  necessary  to  secure  tlioni  freeholds  at  the  minimum  price. 

This  class,  embracing,  as  your  memorialists  are  assured  it  does,  many  valuabh'  citizens,  is  composed 
of  those  whose  necessities  and  habits  compelled  them  to  cultivate  tlie  eartii  lor  sulisistence;  and  actin<'- 
under  the  expectations  entertained  by  them  ol'  the  liberality  of  Congress,  they  have  entered  upon  tlie 
public  lands  and  made  openings  in  the  forests,  thereby  attracting  others  of  more  capital  and  enterprise  to 
the  neighborhood,  and  by  reducing  the  public  laud  to  cultivation  have  furnished  inducement  to  others  to 
vest  capital  in  land,  which  but  for  the  hardy  enterprise  of  the  original  settler  on  the  neighiioring  tracts 
might  have  for  years  escaped  the  notice  of  purchasers,  and  thus  have  lain  protitless  to  the  government. 
These  considerations,  your  memorialists  conceive,  weigli  much  in  the  scale  of  policy.  But  your  memorial- 
ists would  ajipeal  to  j-our  justice  and  liberality  on  behalf  of  the  adventurous  pioneer  of  the  wilderness. 
He  has  lived  to  see  jn-ivileges  now  asked  for  conferred  upon  others  similarly  situated  with  himself,  while 
with  unceasing  toil  he  was  striving  to  aci[uire  the  means  of  availing  himself  of  th(Mn,  whenever,  in  realiza- 
tion of  hopes  created  by  an  established  policj-and  course  of  legislation,  an  oi)|iortunity  should  bo  presented 
under  a  new  enactment  of  Congress. 

He  knows  that  the  government  has  lieen  beneliti'd  by  his  irulustry  in  an  increased  sal(>  of  the 
surrounding  lands,  and  cannot  believe  that  he  is  to  be  thrown  upon  the  charity  (if  tlie  merciless  sjicculator 
in  the  labors  of  others — that  his  hard-wrought  improvement  is  to  go  to  the  enjoyment  of  a  stranger  without 
remuneration. 

ALEXANDER  M.  JEN' KINS,  Speal-er  of  the  IIoiisc  of  R.-presentalices. 
ZADOK  QX^VA',  !^pcah:r  of  the  St'nate. 
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ON  APPLICATION  FOE  FtETURN  OF  MONEY  PAID  FOR  LAND  SOLD  P.Y  THE  GOVERNMENT 

WITHOUT  TITLE. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESEXT.WIVES    J.WUARY    14,    1833. 

Mr.  Ashley,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  was  rriVrred  the  iietition   of  Baptiste  Jeansonne   and  Joseph 

Pierre   Petre,  reiiorted: 

That  Baptiste  Jeansonne  and  Joseph  Pierre  Petn>,  as  tlio  legal  representatives  of  Petre  Forest, 
Antoine  Dupre,  Scolaste  Roy,  claims  seventy-four  acres  of  land  which  was  originally  included  in  their 
surveys  of  three  several  tracts  of  land  granted  by  the  Spanish  government,  and  confirmed  by  the  United 
States.  From  the  evidence  before  the  committee,  it  seems  that  the  surveys  made  under  the  authority  of 
the  United  States,  by  their  deputy,  James  Hazzard,  were  erroneously  executed,  varying  from  the  original 
lines  so  as  to  leave  out  of  their  boundaries  the  said  sevent3'-four  acres  of  land,  and  including  the  same 
quantity  by  running  upon  a  confirmed  tract  belonging  to  another  individual;  thereby  tln'  said  seventy- 
four  acres  were  represented  as  public  land  and  sold  accordingly,  and  tlie  said  Jeansonne  and  Petre  became 
the  purchasers  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  jjer  acre,  amounting  to  ninety-two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents.     They  therefore  solicit  Congress  to  pass  an  act  authorizing  the  return  of  the  money  so  paid. 

The  committee,  considering  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  just  and  reasonable,  report  a  bill  for  their 
relief. 


22d  Congress.]  iVo.    1092.  [2n    Session. 

RELATIVE  TO  INCREASED  APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  THE  GENERAL  LAND  OFFICE,  AND  THE 
CORRECTION  OP  ABUSES  IN  TIIE  EXECUTION  OF  THE  SURVEYS  OF  TIIE  PUBLIC 
LANDS. 

COMMCNICVTEn    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REI-RESEXTATIVES    .UNUARY    17,     1833. 

Mr,  Wii.DE,  frijiii  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  .Means,  suluiiitted  the  following  resolutions  and  documents: 

Rexolivd,  That  the  estimates,  documents,  and  correspondence  transmitted  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Crcneral  Land  Office,  in  explanation  of  the  increased  appropriations 
asked  for  the  service  of  the  present  year  in  that  department,  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  with  instructions  to  inquire  and  report — 

1.  Whether  any,  and  which,  of  the  appropriations  now  asked,  and  not  heretofore  made  or  authorized, 
are  proper  to  be  hereafter  provided  for  by  law;  in  any  and  what  manner,  and  for  any  and  what  time,  and 
to  report  the  proper  bill  or  bills  for  that  purpose. 

VOL.  VI 71  E 
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:*.  \Vli:it  Iki\c  liiH'ii  llie  (.MUscs  nf  tlic  aiTcaraj^-cs  uf  luisiiicss  in  tli(^  (Tcneral  and  other  Land  Oflice  ■; 
and  wlictliei-  any  and  what  i>art  ofthcni  liave  arisrn,  or  aro  likely  to  increase  from  unnecessary  precipita- 
tion in  snrvcyin;^  and  liriiii^'int;'  into  inarlict  tlie  public  lauds;  excessive  appropriations  for  that  purpose; 
too  lary;c  alhnvances  to  surveyors  or  others  concerned  in  that  service;  too  niinutc  a  division  of  the  lands; 
th(!  injudicious  survey  and  subdivision  of  such  as  arc  not  worth  that  expense;  or  anj'  other  and  what 
causes;  and  what  arc  the  apiiropriate  remedies? 

3.  Whether  any  and  what  abuses  exist  in  the  survey,  sale,  or  entry  of  the  public  lands  throug'h 
defects  in  the  existing  laws  or  otherwise,  and  what  are  the  appropriate  remedies;  and  especially  whether 
any  and  what  further  provisions  are  necessary  to  insure  iidelity,  industry,  and  punctuality  in  discliarge  of 
the  duties  of  all  persons  employed  in  the  General  and  other  Land  Uliiccs,  their  clerks  and  deputies, 
includinp:  the  surveyors,  their  deputies,  and  the  other  persons  employed  by  them? 

4.  Whether  any  and  what  further  provisions  are  necessary  to  prevent  registers,  receivers,  and  their 
clerks  and  deputies,  surveyors,  and  their  deputies  and  clerks,  and  all  other  persons  employed  in  the 
(jcneral  or.  other  Land  Offices,  from  engaging,  or  being  directly  or  indirectly  interested  or  concerned  in 
the  purchase,  sale,  or  entry  of  lands,  or  any  interest  therein;  and  to  make  void  all  fraudulent  deeds  and 
devices  by  which  the  laws  in  that  respect  may  be  evaded;  and  that  the  cnunnitteo  have  power  to  send 
for  persons  aiid  piapers? 


Gexerai.  L.vxn  Office,  January  1,  1833. 

Sir:  To  explain  the  objects  of  the  fcillowing  appropriations  for  the  year  1833,  for  which  estimates 
have  been  submitted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  I  have  tlie  honor,  respectfully,  to  refer  the  committee 
to  the  following  accompanying  documents,  viz: 

Paper  marked  A  will  serve  to  show  the  items  com|)iising  the  aggregate  amount  of  $16,158  40,  as  contin- 
gencies for  the  year  1833,  and  to  cover  the  delicit  in  the  appropriation  of  the  last  year  to  meet  the  expenses 
of  that  year.  It  will  be  perceived  that  the  single  item  of  blank  patents,  including  the  printing,  covers 
$11,858  40,  leaving  only  $4,300  to  cover  all  other  expenses,  including  200  books. 

I  have  to  assure  the  conunittee  that  the  expense  of  the  land  office  increases  in  a  direct  ratio  with  the 
increase  of  sales  and  land  offices.  There  are  at  present  forty-eight  land  offices  in  operation;  two,  at  least, 
if  not  three,  will  be  created  during  the  present  session  out  of  the  late  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  cessions,  and 
others  are  contemplated.  The  expense  of  getting'  these  offices  into  operation  bears  heavily  upon  this  office. 
The  late  law  authorizing  the  subdivision  of  the  public  lands  into  quarter-quarter  sections  has  greatly 
increased  the  number  of  patents  (two  being  required  for  the  same  quantity  of  land  that  a  single  patent 
was  formerly  granted.)  Hence  the  demands  of  the  contingent  fund  must  necessarily  be  on  the  increase. 
It  ma}',  moreover,  be  satisfactory  to  the  committee  to  be  assured  that  this  office  obtains  all  articles  of 
contingencies  on  the  lowest  prices  that  the  market  affords.  The  parchment  contract  is  reduced  so  low  as 
til  have  rendered  it  difficult  for  a  long  time  to  find  merchants  willing  to  accede  to  the  terms  offered  by  the 
iilHce.  We  pay  nineteen  cents  for  parchment  and  printing:  fifteen  years  ago  they  cost  about  three  times 
that  amount.  Such  has  been  the  economy  exercised  in  this  office  that  it  is  impossiltle  to  effect  any  reduc- 
tion in  the  expenses. 

In  consequence  of  the  deficit  of  the  last  year's  appropriation,  the  office  has  been  compelled  to  obtain 
from  tne  Branch  Bank  of  the  United  States  an  advance  of  $2,290  on  the  faith  of  an  appropriation  to  cover 
such  deficit.  , 

In  reference  to  the  item  of  surveying  expenses,  I  beg  leave  t(.i  refer  the  committee  to  the  accompanying 
paper,  marked  B,  and  the  copy  (if  the  surveyor's  estimates  (so  far  as  received)  accompanying  the  same 
paper,  marked  C. 

To  explain  the  submissions  for  the  offices  of  the  surveyors  general,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  committee 
to  the  circular  letter  from  this  office  dated  13th  of  Sei>tcmbcr,  1832,  to  the  several  surveyors  general,  and 
to  their  reports  in  rejily  thereto,  all  under  the  same  cover,  marked  D. 

I  Hatter  myself  tliat  the  surveyors'  rejiorts  will  fully  explain  the  absolute  necessity  of  providing 
increased  means  for  the  surveyors'  offices.  It  has  for  years  past  been  matter  of  notoriety  in  the  several 
surveying  districts  (of  which  there  are  now  seven)  that  the  government  has  failed  to  accomplish  the  object 
of  the  laws  of  Congress  in  having  lands  brought  into  market  after  the  surveys  have  been  made,  for  want 
of  furco  in  the  surveyors'  offices,  by  reason  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  appropriation.  The  public  interest 
and  that  of  individuals  equally  demand  that  those  surveys  be  brouglit  into  market.  Depredations  are 
(■(instantly  being  committed  on  the  timber,  thereby  depreciating,  in  numerous  instances,  the  value  of  the 
land. 

Aft(.'r  the  surveys  arc  completed,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  surveyors'  offices  to  test  the  accuracy  thereof  by 
protractiisn.  Triplicate  plats  have  then  to  be  made  out — one  for  the  district  land  office,  one  for"the  General 
Land  Office,  and  a  third  for  the  record  in  the  survej-or's  office;  the  field-notes  have  afterwards  to  be 
recorded.  A  Iat('  law  of  Congress  authorizing  the  subdivision  of  land  into  quarter-quarter  sections  has 
greatly  added  to  the  labors  of  the  surveyors'  offices.  The  old  subdivisions  have  to  be  disturbed,  and  new 
subdivisions  have  to  be  made;  these  new  subdivisions  have  also  to  be  made  in  triplicate. 

The  timely  and  judicious  application  of  small  sums  miglit,  to  a  great  degree,  have  prevented  the 
existing  embarrassments  in  the  surveyors'  effuses.  There  are  about  four  hundred  townships  of  land 
surveyed,  which  cannot  be  brought  into  market  for  want  of  more  clerks  and  draughtsmen. 

New  laws  are  continually  imposing  new  duties  and  taking  off  the  attention  of  the  officers  from  the 
mass  of  arrears,  and  thereby  increasing  them. 

In  addition,  I  havcto  urge,  as  a  reason  for  the  necessity  of  increased  expenditure,  the  fact  that  the 
surveyors'  offices  contain  all  the  original  evidences  of  survey.  Their  offices  are  anything  but  fire-proof, 
and  it  burnt  down,  all  legal  evidences  of  surveys  are  lost  with  them.  This  was'  the  case  in  Alabama 
about  five  years  ago;  the  surveyor's  oflice  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  probably  one-half  the  evidences  of 
surveys  in  that  State  were  consumed.  To  prevent  a  similar  evil  the  department  is  grently  desirous  of 
haying  authenticated  transcripts  of  the  field-notes  filed  among  its  own  archives;  and  hence  the  two 
objects  ol  brniging  up  the  back  work  in  the  surveyors'  offices  and  the  commencing  a  svstem  of 
transcrilung  of  the  old  field  notes  are  blended  together  in  the  estimate;  and  the  reason  for  bleiKling  them 
was,  tliat  all  the  reports  from  the  surveyors,  under  the  circular  letter  of  the  13tli  September  last,  were  not 
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received  in  ilur  tinn',  aiiil  tlir  cstinKitc  wiis  necossarily  luailc  wilhoiii  ihcDi.  Now  iluit,  liny  arc  rccri\r.l, 
(in  part  only,  Imwi'ver, )  1  do  not  sec  any  good  reason  lor  niakiii--  any  alteration  in  what  lias  ln-cn 
estimated. 

In  reference  to  the  snliinissions  for  extra  clerk  hire  in  lliis  olliee,  1  ha\e  lo  remark  that  the  lahors  of 
this  oiiice  arc  continually  increasing-.  The  aid  which  those  estimates  call  for  will  not  keep  up  current 
business.  There  are  now  I'lirhi-Jir,'  llioiisaiid  /)aleitl.-i  In  he  issiird:  liel'ore  the  end  of  the  year  there  will  he 
fortij-Jivc  thou.<ai)il  vwrc,  iuid  there  are  already  t-/,/;  ncir  laiul  o///crx  which  the  ollicc  has  no  accountant  lo 
supervise. 

The  best  idea  that  can  he  i;-iven  of  the  wants  of  the  olliee  is  the  undeniable  fact  that  its  concerns 
with  each  land  and  surveying  district,  to  wit:  clii'ckiiig  the  sales  of  ])uldic  lands,  (that  is,  keeping  an 
account  with  each  purchaser  of  public  lands;)  auditing  the  accounts  of  the  receivers  of  public  moneys; 
writing  and  recording  all  the  various  descriiitions  of  patents  for  i)uljlic  land,  lu'ivale  claims,  and  military 
bounties;  issuing  military  land  scrip;  jireparing  connected  maps  of  the  public  surveys;  the  iunneiise 
amount  of  correspondence  with  laud  agents  and  individuals,  demand  at  least  one  clerk  to  sujiervise  the 
concerns  of  each  land  and  surveying  district  and  perform  the  various  duties  which  arc  briell_y  enumerated 
above.  There  are  at  this  time  lifty-live  land  and  surveying  districts,  whereas  there  are  oidy  seventeen 
regular  clerks  and  eleven  extras;  in  all,  twenty-eight. 

In  relation  to  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  arrears  of  this  office,  I  would  beg  leave  to  refer  the 
committee  to  my  reports  accompanying  the  last  three  annual  reports  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  Congress. 

Being  now  iully  of  the  opinion  that  the  estimates  for  extra  clerk  hire  are  far  short  of  the  exigency 
of  the  public  service,  and  as  there  are  now  six  land  districts  without  a  clerk  to  superintend  them,  and 
there  being  five  or  six  in  contemplation  this  session,  I  cannot  fail  to  urge  on  the  committee  the  necessity 
of  increasing  the  appropriation  of  $7,000  to  $9,000. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

ELIJAH  IIAYWAUl). 

Hon.  G.  0.  Vehi'laxck,  Chairman  Cummiilce  of  TIV/^/.s  and  J/ca//.?,  Hou.<c  nf  Urpre^cntatiw^. 


A. 

An  cxijlanatiun  of  the  cdimale  cf  the  erpeiuci  of  the  General  Land  Office  durimj  the  year  1S33,  tiuhmitled  hu 

the  Seerelary  of  iJie  Trea.iurt/. 

Item 81(>,  158  40 

Deficit  of  appropriation  for  1832: 

Bartow  &  Co.'s  bill,  rendered  for  4,080  parchments <io5  20 

Bartow  &  Co.'s  bill,  rendered  for  4,080  parchments 0.5f)  20 

William  J.  Stone's  Idll,  for  printing  11,000  patents  on  copperiilate,  at  5  cents 580  00 

Cost  of  printing  0,360  parchments,  delivered  bv  the  Ikirtows,  as  above 408  00 

Peter  Force's  lull,  for  fifty  tract  books .' 400  00 

Cost  of  fifty  additional  tract  books  which   should   have   been   procured   for   surveys   to   fie 

opened  in  1832 400  00 

3,  158  40 
Of  this  deficit  for  the  past  year  the  sum  of  $2,2',i0  40  have  been  advanced  by  the  Branch 

Bank  of  the  United  States. 
In  1833,  50,000  pieces  of  parchments   arc  to  be  paid  for  during  the  year.     There  are  now 

45,000  patents  to  be  issued.     Before  the  end  of  this  year  tliere  will  be  90,000 T,  000  00 

Printing  50,000  patents  on  copperplate,  at  5  cents 2,  500  00 

For  100  record  books  for  land  patents,  paper,  quills,  ink,  wafers,  blanks  for  forfeited  land 
scrip,  records  for  military  land  scrip,  binding  returns  from  land  oiliccs,  miscellaneous 
records,  bookcases,  desks,  carpets  for  brick  floors,  printing  accounts  for  advertising- 
land  proclamations,  printing  instructions  to  the  district  land  (_iffices,  and  supplying 
books  and  blanks  for  the  same,  cVc,  &c.,  &c •'5,  500  00 

Aggrcirate 10,  158  40 


'OD 


B. 

//(  ej-plamdion  of  the  estimate  if  the  e.rpenses  cf  siirrei/infi  the  putlie  lands  dnrin;/  the  year  1833,  sntmiitted  tjy 

tine  Secretary  if  the  Treasury. 

1st.  The  general  item  of  $75,000.     This   item   embraces   all   the   pulilic   surveys   for  which  specific 
objects  are  not  assigned,  to  wit: 

For  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Michigan  peninsula,  also  surveys  in  Michigan  west  of  the  lake $50,  000 

For  the  Territory  of  Arkansas -;!'  ': " 

For  the  Territory  of  Florida -- JIJ 

tor  Louisuina .' 

For  Illinois  and  Missouri -'^^  ^^^^ 
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For  Mississippi,*  liala)ico  dw  on  old  surveys    $10,  000 

For  Alabama* 5,  000 

A<;-o-ic.n-at(" 161,  000 

Deduct   uiie.xijeiidcd   li:dauco  of  Iniiiier  appropriations 86,  000 

Leaves 15,  000 


III  reference  to  tlie  items  for  surveyin.t;-  the  late  t'lioctaw  cession  in  Mississippi  and  Alabama.  .  75,  000 

For  surveying  the  late  Creek  cession  in  Alabama 20,  000 

For  surveying  the  late  Chickasaw  cession  in  Mississippi   and   Alabama,  in   case  the  treaty 

should  be  ratilied 80,  000 


The  committee  are  res[ieetfnlly  referred  ti>  the  accompanying  copies  of  the  surveyor's  estimates. 


C. 

Cap;/  of  surveyoi-'s  fMimates  for  1833. 

Surveyor's  Office,  Florence,  Alabama,  Novembei'  1,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  letter  calling  for  the  usual  estimates  for  surveying  the  public  lands  in  Alabama  for  the 
year  1833  has  been  received,  and,  in  answer  thereto,  I  make  the  following  estimates,  which  may  not  be 
precisely  correct,  but  are  as  nearly  so  as  may  be.  In  the  Choctaw  country  last  ceded,  and  within  the 
linnts  of  Alabama,  there  are  3,441  miles  of  tlie  lines  f)f  the  surveys.  This  work  has  all  been  done  in  this 
year;  but  on  account  of  some  errors  a  small  part  of  it  has  to  be  surveyed  over  again,  but  which  will 
not  produce  a  material  difleronce  in  the  extent  of  miles;  whole  amount,  at  four  dollars  a  mile,  is  $13,188. 

An  appropriation  was  last  year  made  of  $80,000,  to  be  applied  to  paying  for  the  surveying  of  this 
country.  Out  of  that  appnipriation  I  have  received  $8,000;  the  balance  of  $5,188  is  yet  due  to  the  sur- 
veyors for  that  work,  and  probably  may  be  paid  out  of  the  former  appropriation.  This  can  be  ascertained 
at  the  proper  department  of  the  treasury. 

The  survey  of  the  Creek  lands  is  now  in  progress,  and  will  be  completed,  in  all  probability,  in  the 
course  of  this  year.  The  precise  contents  are  not  yet  known,  but  it  may  be  estimated  that  the  survey 
■will  amount  to  $10,000. 

An  appropriation  was  made  last  jear  for  surveying  the  Creek  lands  of  $50,000,  which  will  leave  a 
balance  of  $20,000  to  be  raised  out  of  next  year's  appropriation. 

By  a  treaty  lately  signed  between  the  United  States  and  the  Chickasaws,  which  is  not  yet  ratified, 
but,  if  it  shall  be  ratified  by  the  President  and  Senate,  the  Chickasaw  nation  has  ceded  all  their  c<iuntry 
east  of  the  Mississippi  river,  estimated  to  contain  280  townships,  equal  to  0,451,200  acres,  or  20,160  miles 
of  surveying,  at  four  dollars  a  mile,  will  bo  $80,640. 

If  the  treaty  is  ratified  the  land  will  be  surveyed  in  the  year  1833;  and  although  the  surveys  are  to 
be  paid  for  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  same  lands,  yet  the  government  will  advance  it  before 
the  sale  can  take  place,  subject  to  be  refunded  out  of  the  sales  of  the  lands,  as  is  provided  for  in  the  treaty. 

Recapitulation. 

For  surveying  the  Choctaw  lands $5,  188 

For  surveving  the  Creek  lands 20,  000 


25,  188 


If  the  Chickasaw  treaty  is  ratified,  it  is  estimated  that  20  townships  of  that  country  will  be  in 
Alabama,  and  260  townships  in  Mississippi — in  all,  280,  equal  to  20,160  miles,  at  four  dollars  per  mile, 
$80,640. 

I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  COFFEE. 
T.  L.  Smith,  Esq.,  Ilegister  of  the  Treaxuri/. 


Surveyor  General's  Office,  Donaldsonville,  December,  1832. 
Estimate  of  the  amount  of  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  to  he  surveyed  in  (he  year  1833. 

In  the  southwestern  district,  1,500  miles  of  the  public  lands,  at  four  dollars  per  mile $6,  000 

In  the  district  north  of  Red  river,  4,000  miles  of  public  lands,  at  four  dollars  per  mile 16,  000 

In  the  southeastern  district,  1,500  miles  of  public  lands,  at  four  dollars  per  mile 6,  000 

For  surveying  private  confirmed  claims  in  said  district 2,  000 

30,  000 


II.  R.  TRIST,  Surveyor  General. 
°  Exclusive  of  the  late  Indian  cessions. 
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SlRVEYOu's  Ol.iri-K,    W'lishillij/oi),  JIi.<.-<i.<yi),j,i,    Orlnhrr  -20,    ISI'.J. 

Sir:  Iu  rejily  t..  yuiir  letter  .il'  the  lltli  ulliiii..,  n',|ur,stiii;;-  an  estimate  ..f  the  expemlitures  which  may 
be  ncct'ssary  I'm-  this  ulliee  h.r  the  year  183:5,  1  have  to  stale  that,  I'or  surveviii.;;-  in  the  late  ('heetau- 
cession,  there  was  last  sessiuu  o[  C'on.Lrress  aiipro|iiiate'l  s^(l,()(Hl  Of  this  sum  I  learn  IVcim  (General 
Coflee  that  $13,500  may  he  re(inired  for  that  part  ef  tiie  late  Clm, -taw  cessinn  within  Alahama,  leaving- 
for  Jlississippi  §(50,500. 

The  eoiitracts  for  snrveyino-  alreaily  amount  to  alioiit  $70,500;  wliieli  eonlraets  were  made  under 
the  belief  that  the  whole  $80,000  were  applicable  to  sin'veys  within  .Mississippi,  as  expressed  in  the  law. 

This  will  show  a  delleit  to  meet  the  contracts  of j^4   om) 

Balance  to  complete   the  surveys  of  the  late  Clmctaw  cession,  over  the  1*7(1, 5(lti  which  may  be 

required   in  the   ensuing'  year "    _  _  (;-,   r^^o 

To  coni])lete  a  few  unfinislu'd  townships  of  the  Choctaw  district,  anil  cone<-t  erroneous  sur\-evs 

anil  supply  defects  in  the  surveys  of  the  districts  west  of  Pearl  river :>  (iiiii 

To  settle  accounts  for  survej-ing-  in  Louisiana,  and  recording  done  by  one  of  the  late  primap;il 

deputies,  which  accounts  are  not  yet  adjusted,  saj- ' .' 1 ,-,  oiio 

For  salary  of  the  surveyor  south  of  Tennessee 'j'  (i(i(i 

For  salary  of  two  clerks  as  usual 1    7(10 

For  salary  of  three  extra  clerks  to  keep  up  the  recording  and  gradrndly  bring-  n|)  that  which 

is  several  years  in  arrears,  at  $800  each " ■_>  400 

For  record  books  and  other  necessarj'  contingent  expenses f,00 

1)0,  100 


If  the  Chickasaw  country  should  be  obtained,  and  the  government  desire  it,  there  may  be  one  hundred 
townships  snrvej-ed  of  that  country,  which,  at  four  dollars  per  mile,  and  allowing  for  traverse  of  water- 
courses, will  require  three   hundred  dollars  on  an  average  for  each  township, "making  $30,000,  which 
added  to  the  above  will  make  the  entire  sum  $12(),100. 
With  great  respect, 

GIDEON  FITZ,  Surveyor  of  rahlic  Lands  ^outh  of  Tennessee. 
T.  L.  Smith,  Esq.,  Hegisler  of  the  Treasur)j  <if  the  United  States. 


SrRVEViir."s  Okiice.  ,sy.  Louis,  Xoeenibcr,  1832. 
Sir:   Your  letter  of  the  lltli  of  Sei)tcmber  last  was  received  in  due  lime,  and,  in  compliance  theiewith, 
I  submit  the  following  estimate  of  the  expenses  of  tliis  iiftice  during  the  year  ISo.'i,  viz: 

Surveying  7,700  miles  of  imblic  lands,  at  $3  per  mile $23,  100 

Surveying-  the  common  field  lots  and  the  out-ljiiundaries  of  the  commons  of  the  several  towns 
and  villages  in  Missouri,  and  for  surveying  and  resurveying  conlirnied  jirivate  land  claims, 

say  500  miles,  at  S3  per  mile 1,  500 

Postage  on  letters  and  packa.ges  received  at  and  sent*  from  this  ofHce  on  public  business 300 

Stationery,  including  platting  instruments,  and  binding  books  of  plats,  c*cc (100 

Office  rent ! ISO 

Fuel 75 

Office  furniture lOO 

Salary  of  the  principal  surveyor 2,  000 

Salary  of  three  clerks '. 2,  000 

And  if  the  allowance  for  extra  clerks,  whicli  has  been  recommended  to  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  should  receive  the  sanction  of  Congress,  the  following  additional 
appropriation  will  be  required,  viz. 

Extra  clerks 3,  900 

Additional  office  rent 1-0 

Additional  (?ost  of  fuel 75 

Additional  stationery  and  platting  instruments 800 

Additional   tiffice  furniture 150 

Also,  if  this  office  is  authorized  to  employ  on  particular  occasions,  (as  has  been  reconunended,) 
a  deputy  surveyor  at  a  per  diem  allowance,  for  the  execution  of  such  portions  of  the  sur- 
veys as  cannot  be  done  for  the  present  compensation,  there  maj-  be  required  for  that 
purpose 1,  '^'00 

36,  400 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

E.  T.  LANGHAM. 
T.  L.  Smm,  Esq.,  Eegisler  of  the  United  States  Treasnr)/,  Washington  City. 


SrR\EYOR's  Office,  Little  Itoel-,  Aiivnsas  Territory,  Oeloher  20,  1832. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  11th  ultimo,  requesting  estimates  for  the  year  1833,  has  been  received,  and  I 
have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  said  estimates  under  the  heads  that  follow,  viz: 

For  survevina:  public  lands v-3,  OoO 

For  salary  of  surveyor  general -i.  ^""^ 

For  salary  of  draughtsman  and  clerks 1,  800 


5G6  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.   1092. 


For  furuitin-e  lV,r  surveyor's  oAkc,  vi/.:  writing-desks  and  tal.les,  bookcases,  cliairs,  &c $200 

For  blank  books  and  statiimery 

For  postage 

For  printing 

For  liouse  rent  and  furl • ■  ■  ■  • •  •_  •  • 

For  transporting  from  St.  Louis  to  Little  Kock  the  books,  papers,  documents,  &c.,  which 
relate  to  the  surveys  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas .  .  • ........._ 

For  surveyor  general's  services  or  mileage,  travelling  to  and  returnnig  Irom  bt.  Louis,  in  pro- 
curing and  having  trans]iorted  to  Little  Kock,  the  books,  papers,  documents,  &c.,  which 
relate' to  the  surveys  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas 


150 

50 
100 
200 

150 
128 


29,  2T8 


Making  an  aggregate  of  twenty-nine  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy-eight  dollars. 
I  Inn-c'  tlie  lionor  to  be.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  CONWAY. 
T.  L.  S.MiTn,  Esq.,  Hcgi^lcr  Unilfd  Staler  Treasury,  Washinglou  Citij. 


Surveyor  General's  Office,  GincinrMti,  November  1,  1832. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  1  llh  September  was  duly  received,  and,  in  compliance  with  your  request,   I 
herewith  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  estimates  for  this  surveying  department  for  the  year  1833: 
For  surveying  the  i)nblic  lands  in  the  Michigan  Territory  west  of  Lake  Michigan, 

for  contracts  now  existing $20,  000 

For  other  surveys  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  the  peninsula  of  Michigan 5,  000 

$25,000 

For  salary  of  surveyor  general 2,  000 

For  salary  of  three  clerks,  as  hcretoibrc 2,  100 

For  salary  of  additional  clerks  required  by  the  state  of  tlic  office 2,  000 

•^  G,  100 

For  stationery  and  postage 500 

31,  600 


Prospective  estimates  made  by  this  office  must  necessarily  be  uncertain,  as  it  cannot  be  known  what 
surveys  the  government  may  order  to  be  made  within  the  ne.xt  year.  If  further  surveys  be  ordered  to 
be  made  within  the  year  1833  in  the  Territory  west  of  Lake  Michigan,  which  is  probable,  an  additional 
sum,  to  cover  such  surveys,  will  be  required. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  T.  WILLIAMS. 
TiioM.vs  L.  Smith,  1\,hi{.,  Ttc(jinlcr  if  lite  Treasunj. ' 


D. 

Copies  of  reports  frora  Ike  siirrrtjors  general  in  nply  to  the  annexed  copy  of  a  circular  letter  bearing  date 
September  13,  1832,  irA/c/t  are  furnished  to  the  committee  icilh  a  vieiv  to  explain  the  submissions  for 
increased  clerk  hire  in  the  surveyors'  offices. 

CIRCULAR  TO  SURVEYORS  GENERAL. 

General  La\d  Office,  September  13,  1832. 

Sir:  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  furnish  to  this  office,  in  time  to  be  submitted  to  Congress  at  an 
eaily  period  of  the  ensuing  session,  a,  report  by  land  districts,  detailing  under  specitic  heads,  as  far  as 
practicable,  the  nature  and  amount  of  arrears  of  the  dillerent  work  of  your  office: 

1st.  The  number  of  t(.>wnships  surveyed  the  field-notes  of  which  remain  to  be  tested  by  actual  pro- 
traction, and  the  time  which  will  be  required  to  protract  the  same  with  your  present  force. 

2d.  The  arrears  in  furnishing  cojiies  of  township  plats  and  descriptive  notes,  both  to  this  office  and 
the  district  land  offices,  with  the  time  required  to  do  the  work  with  your  present  force. 

3d.  The  arrears  in  recording  plats,  with  the  time  required  to  perform  the  work  with  your  present  force. 

4th.  The  arrears  in  recording  field-notes,  with  the  time  required  to  perform  the  work  with  your 
present  force. 

5th.  The  number  of  clerks  which  would  be  requisite  to  bring  up  all  the  arrears  in  two  years,  were  it 
practicable  for  so  gn'at  a  number  to  be  emploj'ed  at  one  time. 

Otli.  The  number  of  clerks  that  could  be  most  usefully  emploj-ed  at  one  time,  with  their  respective 
compensations,  classed  according  to  the  duties  to  be  performed,  &c. 

7th.  The  amount  of  house  rent  and  fuel  which  would  be  required  (in  case  Congress  should  make  an 
appropriation  for  those  objects)  in  the  event  of  your  being  authorized  to  engage  as  many  clerks  as  you 
could  advantageously  employ  at  one  and  the  same  time. 

Intending  to  submit  to  Congress  the  propriety  of  so  altering  the  law  regulating  the  puolic  sur%'eys 
as  to  require  the  surveyors  to  furnish  with  thetow'nship  plats,  to  this  office  arid  to  the  district  land  offices, 
copies  of  ihefeld-nolcs  instead  of  the  descriptive  notes;  and  also  the  propriety  of  transcribing  all  the  field- 
notes  of  the  public  surveys  now  extant,  in  order  that  authenticated  copies  thereof  may  be  preserved  at 
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tllO  scat  of  ,^;-ovci-iiiiiciit,  1  will    Ihaiik    \.iu    I.,    rcinl.-r    :i    si'iiaralc    .■stinialc    ul'llir    am. .mil    ..f  lal.i.r  I  .  !..■ 

porfuniied  in  in\\vr  tu  cHLM-t  thai  i.l.j.'ci,  aii.l  ..I'tlu'  liun',  iiuiiiI.it  ..f  .-l.'rks,  an. I  als..  llii:  am. unit  ..!' .•■.[..•ii.li- 
tiire  that  wottld  have  to  bo  iucurroii  in  so  doini;-. 


I  am,  &e., 


Kl.l.lAll   II  WW  \i;i». 


Si  iivK Villi's  OiTicF,  ,S7,  Liiiii.<,  Xni-rii,}iir  12,  ls:',L>. 

Sir,:  In  answrv  f.i  the  lattor  |iai-t  of  your  Irllcr  nl'  Uic  l:;ili  of  Soiilrmhcr  lasl,  I  ha\.'  to  inlnrm  v.m 
that  it  is  estimated  to  transeribe  all  the  lield-notes  ol'  the  surveys  now  cxlanl  in  lllin.iis  and  Missmiri,  In 
bo  i'uniished  the  General  Land  Offiee,  wmih!  i-e(|uiro  about  S.fiOtl  days' lal..)r;  whirli,  all. .win--  :!l)0  workin.j,- 
days  to  the  year  and  an  annual  eoinpensation  of  §1100  to  the  elcrlvs  eiii|.liiyi'.l,  \v..ul.l  c.ist  Sl7, ()()(),  exelu- 
sivo  of  additional  oftieo  rent,  fuel,  and  stationery,  whirii  w.uil.l  ii.'iliaiis  I..'  ::^1,(IOO,  niakin.i^-  a  total  ni' 
4!l.S,000.  It  is,  however,  recommended  that  this  Inisiness  sli..ul.l  n.it  !..■  eniiimeiiccl  mil  il  ij'ic  lidd-n.iles 
are  recorded  in  this  otlice,  and  pro|n'rly  indexed. 

To  furnish  the?  (ieneral  Land  Ufliee  and  the  district  lanil  ojlii-es  with  copies  of  the  lield-nntcs  in  lieu 
of  descriptive  lists  of  the  townships  to  be  surveyed  in  future,  wi.iil.l  reipiiri'  an  additional  lal.i.r  prnpor- 
tioued  to  the  quantity  of  surveys  that  may  be  executed  in  any  unr  year;  and  as  there  are  but  few  surveys 
that  will  be  returned  to  this  ollice  before  the  latter  ptirt  of  next  year,  im  a|i|)ropriation  will  br  rei|iiired 
for  that  purpose  at  the  ensuing  session  of  Cong-ress;  but  if  it  is  inteiidril  to  I'ninish  the  notes  of  tlir  tuwii- 
ships — the  plats  of  which  have  not  yet  been  sent  to  the  district  land  ollices — three  additional  clerks,  at  a 
compensation  of  $600  each  per  annum,  will  bi'  reijuired. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  T.  LAN (i  11AM. 

Elijah  II.\YW,\p,n,  Esq.,  Commigaioner  of  Ihe  Grnrral  Lo.iuJ  ('J/ic^  Wagliiivjlmi  (Jih/. 


Slt.vf.yop,"s  Offick,  ,S?.  Loiii.<,  A\n-eiii!)rr  12,  1S32. 

Sir:  I  received  in  due  time  your  letter  of  the  13tli  of  Septeiiiber,  of  the  iireseiit  year,  and  hei-ewitii 
submit  the  following-  statements  in  answer  thoreto,  viz: 

1.  There  are  no  recent  surveys  in  this  office  the  tield-notes  of  wliicli  rer|iiire  to  be  tested  by  actual 
protraction  or  otherwise;  but  circumstances  wdiich  will  be  developed  in  an  alter  ].art  of  this  communica- 
tion show  that,  to  put  the  aifairs  of  the  office  in  proper  order,  this  will  bi;  nn  small  item  in  the  catalngue 
of  duties  to  be  performed. 

■2.  This  office  has  not  sufficient  data  to  answer  with  precision  what  are  tin'  arrrais  in  fiiinishing  the 
]ilats  and  descriptive  notes  to  the  General  Land  Oflice  and  to  the  registers  of  the  several  land  offices,  as 
the  record  evidences  thereof  commence  only  w'ith  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1824.  It  is  expected,  how- 
ever, that  of  the  surveys  in  Illinois  and  Jlissouri  the  plats  have  mostly  l.:een  furnished  to  the  General 
Land  Office,  and  that  the  arrears  to  the  registers  are  about  four  hundred  tmviiships  and  fractional  town- 
ships, the  ]dats  of  which  on  file  in  this  oflice  are  unauthenticated,  and  ought,  with  few  exceptions,  to  be 
constructed  (or  protracted)  anew  from  the  fudd-notes,  and  examined  thereby,  before  c .pies  are  prepared 
for  the  land  offices,  which  will  require  about  800  d,ays'  labor;  to  make  and  compare  a  coyiyof  each  fi.r  the 
registers  will  require,  say,  400  days'  labor;  and  to  complete  and  compare  the  descriptive  notes  will  mpiire 
about  400  days'  labor;  making  a  total  of  1,600  daj's'  labor  to  bring  np  the  arrears  of  this  branch  of  Inisiness. 

To  furnish  the  registers  with  copies  of  the  mutilated  plats  of  townships  heretofore  ofl'ered  for  sale 
will  require  about  1,000  days'  labor. 

o.  There  has  been  surveyed  in  Illinois  and  Missouri  townships  and  fractional  t..wnsliips  equal  to 
about  2,204  whole  townshi|is,  of  which  the  plats  of  only  ninety  townships  and  thirteen  fractional  t..wn- 
ships  have  been  recorded,  (and  which  record  is  not  authenticated,)  leaving  townships  and  frartimial 
townships  equal  to  about  2,108  wlnde  townshiiis  of  which  the  plats  have  not  been  recorded;  and,  as  but 
few  of  those  on  fde  are  authenticated,  it  is  thought  advisable  to  recommend  that  an  entire  new  set  be 
constructed,  on  suitable  paper,  I'rom  the  lield-notes,  and  examined  and  ]iropei'ly  authenticated  previi.us  to 
putting  them  on  record,  except  those  in  the  Kaskaskia  district,  and  some  of  the  old  surveys  in  the 
Howard  and  AVestern  districts,  of  which  there  arc  duplicates,  and  sixty  townships  in  the  Shawneetown 
districts,  of  each  of  which  there  is  one  copy  that  has  lately  been  constructed  but  not  examined  and 
authenticated,  and  excepting  also  a  few  others  which  have  of  late  years  bei;n  made,  in  contbrmity  with 
the  present  regulations  of  the  department  at  Washington  city.  To  construct  anew  from  the  field-notes 
such  of  the  plats  as  it  is  deemed  necessary  and  proper,  exclusive  of  those  townshiiis  not  yet  furnkshed  the 
registers  and  already  estimated  for,  and  also  those  which  have  lately  been  constructed,  as  before  stated, 
will  require  about  4,000  days'  labor.  To  examine  the  same,  and  those  which  have  already  been  constructed, 
and  make  the  required  correctiiins,  will  be  about  2,000  days'  labor.  To  record  the  whole  of  the  said 
plats  and  examine  the  record  will  be  about  4,000  days'  labur. 

4.  xV  small  portion  of  the  field-notes  in  the  Kaskaskia,  Shawnee,  and  Danville  districts,  but  mmcin 
any  of  the  other  land  districts,  has  been  recorded.  It  is  recommended  that  the  wlmle  be  recorded  with 
as'little  delay  as  practicable,  for  many  of  the  notes  of  the  old  surveys  are  in  a,  perishable  condition,  bring, 
in  numerous  instances,  nearly  illegible  on  account  of  the  indifl'erence  of  the  ink  and  ])aper,  which  are 
decaying  with  evident  rapidity,  and  if  much  longer  delaj-ed  will  be  a  serious  loss  to  the  jiublic.  To  record 
and  examine  the  whole  of  the  field-notes,  except  those  already  recorded,  to  examine  the  record,  and  to 
make  proper  indexes  thereto,  it  is  estimated  will  require  9,000  days'  lalmr. 

5.  According  to  the  foregoing  estimates,  it  will  require  thirty-six  clerks  to  bring  up  the  arrears  of 
the  office  and  place  the  documents  therein  in  iiroper  order  in  two  years,  allowing  .300  working  days  to  the 
year;  and  although  it  is  practicable,  yet  it  is  not  thought  advisable  to  employ  so  great  a  nuudier  at  one 
time. 

0.   In  addition  to  the  clerks   allowed   by  law  and  now  engaged  in  this  ullice,  six  others  might  b.e  use- 
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I'ully  employed  at  one  time,  viz:  three  .liaiig-litsmen,  at  $700  each  per  annum,  and  three  recording  clerks, 

at  $000  each.  i    i     i      ^i        «- 

7.  Should  C'ongres.s  make  an  appropriation  tor  these  objects,  and  allow  six  additional  clerks,  the  ollice 
rent  would  then  lio'^about  SoOO,  and  the  fuel  would  cost  about  $150  per  annum. 

The  latter  part  of  your  letter,  reiiuirino-  a  separate  c><limate  of  the  amount  of  labor  to  be  performed  in 
order  to  furnish  the  fk-neral  Land  Oflice  with  copies  of  all  the  field-notes  of  the  public  surveys  now  extant, 
and  to  furnish  the  district  land  offices  and  the  (General  Land  Office  with  copies  of  the  field-notes,  instead 
of  descriptive  lists,  will  be  the  subject  of  another  communication  by  this  day's  mail. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ei.i.i.\ii  II.vYW.vRi),  Esip,  Cominis.-<i(iner  of  the  General  Land  Offiee,  Washing'on  Cilij. 

p_  s_ The  press  of  business  in  conducting  the  ordinary  operations  of  this  office  has  presented  as  minute 

an  examination  of  the  papers  thereof  as  is  desirable,  and  as  would  have  been  made  under  diflerent  circum- 
stances, but  it  is  confidently  believed  that  the  most  scrutinizing  inspection  would  vary  the  general  result 
but  little.  And  it  may  be  proper  to  remark  that,  in  estimating  tlie  time  required  to  perform  the  different 
]iortions  of  labor,  a  liberal  course  was  pursued,  so  as  to  be  sure  of  not  making  an  under  calculation. 
Therefore,  whatever  errors  may  be  found  will,  it  is  expected,  invariablj' lessen  the  foregoing  estimate,  but 
not  to  any  consideraldy  extent. 


Surveyor's  Office,  Washington,  Mississippi,  October  24,  1832. 

Sir:  Li  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  13th  ultimo,  I  have  to  state  that  there  are  about  400  townships  in 
the  old  land  dis'tricts  of  this  State,  of  which  the  field-notes  are  not  recorded.  The  clerks  here  estimate 
the  recording  of  field-notes  of  three  per  week  for  one  clerk  as  being  sufficient,  which  would  require  the 
services  of  two  clerks  one  year  and  a  half  nearly. 

The  contracts  for  surveying  the  late  Choctaw  cession  amount  to  about  $70,000;  and  allowing  that 
each  township  on  an  average  may  require  $300,  the  number  of  townships  will  be,  say,  234,  which,  at  three 
per  week,  will  require  one  clerk  to  record  the  field-notes  one  year  and  a  half  These  two  objects  will 
occupy  three  extra  clerks  one  year  and  six  months 

The  two  clerks  pnn-id(,'d  for  by  law,  with  the  surveyor  general,  then  maybe  able  to  prepare  the  town- 
ship maps,  record  them,  and  furnish  copies  for  the  General  Land  Office  and  land  offices,  respectively. 

It  is  proper  to  remark  that  clerk.s  who  are  mere  copyists  would  be  of  but  little  use  in  copying  or  ■ 
recording  the  old  surveys.  The  papers  will  require  arranging,  and  notes  for  the  government  of  the 
copyist,  which  will  require  the  attention  of  the  surveyor  general  frequently,  or  a  practical  experienced 
.surveyor.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  am  induced  to  recommend  the  employment  of  only  tliree  extra 
clerks,  at  $800  each.  If  it  should  be  determined  to  have  all  the  field-notes  copied  out  of  the  record 
books,  as  well  as  those  which  have  not  been  recorded  for  the  General  Land  Office,  then  two  or  three 
more  clerks  could  be  employed,  as  they  could  copy  from  the  record  books  without  much  attention. 

The  correspondence  between  this  office  and  tlic  General  Land  Office  should  be  recorded;  as  j-et  there 
has  not  been  time  to  spare  fir  this  object.  The  accounts,  too,  should  be  recorded  in  full,  rather  than  put 
them  on  file;  papers  on  file  are  liable  to  be  misplaced  and  lost.  There  has  always  been  too  much  service 
required  from  this  office  by  the  government  to  he  properly  jjerformed  by  the  number  of  clerks  employed. 

My  estimate  furnishecl  to  the  llegister  of  the  Treasury  for  the  year  1833  will  show  you  what  survey- 
ing is  contemplated  for  the  ensuing  year  with  the  approbation  of  the  government,  and  the  expenditures 
to  accomplish  it.     A  copy  is  enclosed,  dated  tlie  20th  instant. 

As  to  office  rent,  it  may  be  reasonal)le  to  estimate  it  at  $180  per  annum,  or  more;  if  several  clerks 
should  be  employed  it  will  require  more  room  than  we  have  at  jiresent.  The  office  I  now  occupy  is  at  a 
lower  rate,  but  that  is  because  there  is  very  little  demand  for  house  room,  and  it  is  not  large  enough  for 
more  clerks  than  are  now  employed. 

As  to  fuel,  I  presume  that  eight  cords  of  wood  will  be  sufficient  fm-  one  fire-place,  and  four  fire-places 
would  not  be  too  much  fiir  the  number  of  persons  to  be  conveniently  situated,  which,  at  $3  per  cord, 
would  amount  to  $96  per  annum.  These  expenses  should,  in  justice,  be  defrayed  by  the  public,  and  not 
out  of  the  surveyor's  salary.  His  expenses  of  living  are  unavoidably  very  considerable  in  a  southern 
country;  his  services  are  very  laborious  and  responsible. 

The  copying  of  field-notes  require,  say,  at  least  double  the  time  that  copying  of  descriptive  notes  of  a 
township  would  require. 
With  respect, 

GIDEON  FITZ,  Surveyor  of  Public  Lands  south  of  Tennessee. 

Ei.Li.Mi  n.vYW.\Rn,  Esq.,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 


Surveyor's  Office,  Florence,  Alabama,  November  29,  1832. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  circular  letter  of  tlie  13th  of  September  last,  I  make  the  following  estimate 
and  report,  to  wit:  That  part  of  the  Choctaw  country  lately  ceded  to  the  United  States  which  lies  in  the 
State  of  Alabama  has  been  surveyed  and  returned  to  this  office.  It  contains  sixty-three  townships  and 
fractional  townships;  thirtj'-ninc  of  which  lie  in  the  St.  Stephen's  land  district,  and  twenty-four  in  the 
Tuscaloosa  land  district;  none  of  which  have  as  yet  been  protracted  or  copied  in  this  office. 

That  part  of  the  Creek  country  lately  ceded  to  the  United  States  within  the  limits  of  Alabama  has, 
much  of  it,  been  surveyed  and  returned  to  this  office,  and  the  whole  survey  will  be  completed  and  returns 
made  by  the  last  of  this  year.  It  is  estimated  to  contain  two  hundred  and  seventy-seven  to\viiships  and 
fractional  townships,  to  wit:  165  in  the  Tallapoosa  district,  and  112  in  the  Coosa  land  district,  making  in 
the  whole,  as  before  stated,  277  townships  and  fractional  townships;  none  of  which  have  been  protracted 
or  copied  in  this  office 
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llccajiiltiluliun. 

St.  Stciilicii's  laud  district '.]'.)  tnwiisliiiis  and  IVactiiHis 

Tuscaloosa dn '24  ...    do dn. 

Tallapoosa do lt;."i      .    i|,i d,). 

Coosa do 11-2 d.i ..lo! 


Total ;^)40  to\viislii|is  and  IVartidiiid  lii\viislii|is; 

all  of  which  have  to  lie  jn-otrac'ted,  and  two  cnpies  each  of  the  towiislii|)  plats  and  dcscriptiv'c  notes  to  \ir 
nuule  to  the  General  Land  Office  and  the  ref;'istei-s'  offices. 

Witli  the  i)resent  force  in  thi.s  office  it  will  require  four  and  a  half  years,  and  pcrha|is  tivc  years,  to 
perform  the  above  work,  including;'  the  various  incidental  duties  of  the  office. 

To  bring:  up  all  the  arrears  of  work  in  this  office,  includiuf^-  the  above  work,  within  two  years,  it  will 
require  the  aid  of  IViur  additional  clerks,  one  of  which  must  be  a  {j;'o(.)d  drau,i;litsnian,  to  work  under  the 
directions  of  the  jiresent  draug-htsman,  whose  qualifications  will  enable  him  to  direi-t  and  instruct  the 
young'  draug-htsman  and  perform  his  own  duties  also,  but  Avlio  ought  to  be  conqiensated  for  such  additional 
service  and  labor.  In  the  event  of  thus  pressing'  the  business  of  the  office,  the  labia-s  of  tlie  present 
draughtsman  and  clerk  will  become  laborious  and  increased,  and  therefore,  in  Justice,  their  salaries  slionlil 
be  i-aiseil  to  one  thousand  dollars  each      I  would  jiroptise  an  ap|iropriation  as  follows: 

For  salary  of  principal  clerk ijkl,  000 

For  salary  of  principal  draug-htsman I,  OoO 

For  salary  of  four  clerks,  each  $(i25 2,  OOO 

Additional  office  rent  per  year 100 

Fuel  per  year 40 


Total 4,  040 


To  make  a  complete  copy  of  all  the  field-notes  of  the  surveys  in  the  State,  and  furnish  one  copy  thereof 
to  the  General  Land  Office  and  to  the  register's  office,  it  is  presumed  would  require  the  labor  of  the 
foregoing  force  two  years  over  and  above  the  time  to  perform  all  the  duties  in  the  ordinary  way,  as  at 
present  practiced. 

I  have  no  correct  data  from  which  to  make  a  correct  estimate  of  the  time  to  perf  u-ni  the  service,  as 
required  in  your  letter  first  alluded  to,  but  presume  the  foregoing  is,  as  near  as  may  be,  a  reaisouablc 
allowance  for  the  labor  required. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  y(.iur  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  COFFEE. 

Hon.  Euj.m  IIayward,  Cummij<!<ioner  General  Land  Office. 


Si'RVEVoR  Gexeral's  Office,  Cinrumali,  Noeemher  13,  1832. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  requests  of  your  circular  letter  of  the  13th  September  last,  I  liave  the 
honor  of  submitting  the  following  statements.  The  nature  and  amount  of  the  different  arrears  of  work  in 
this  office,  separated  by  laud  districts,  being  fully  set  iVirth  in  my  communication  to  you  of  October  8,1831, 
up  to  that  date,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  that  conununication  for  an  answer  to  that  portion  of  your 
inquiries,  and  to  add  further: 

1.  The  field  notes  returned  to  this  office  are  regularly  tested  by  protraction  soon  after  their  reception. 
Under  this  head  there  are  no  arrears  of  work  in  this  office,  with  the  exceptitm  of  the  notes  of  a  few 
townshi])s  recently  received. 

2.  There  are  iio  arrears  in  furnishing  copies  of  knruMp  plats  either  to  the  (Jeneral  Land  Office  or  to 
the  district  land  offices.  There  are  due  to  the  General  Land  Office  copies  of  descripiiive  notes  of  eighteen 
townships,  (see  my  letter  of  the  3d  August  last;)  to  the  land  office  at  Detroit  fourteen  townships,  and  to 
that  at  White  Pigeon  sixty-four  townships.  These  items  of  arrears  have  accrued  by  reason  of  the 
subdivision  of  fractions  requ'ired  by  tlie  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  5th  April  last. 

3.  Referrino-  to  the  amount  of  arrears  up  to  the  iiresent  moment,  I  am  of  opinion  that_/n'C  additional 
clerks  for  two  years  would  be  required  to  bring  up  the  work  of  the  oflice;  but  this  is  too  great  a  number 
to  be  advantageously  emploved  at  the  same  time. 

4.  Tivo,  or  at  furthest  three,  additional  clerks  might  be  advantageously  employed  at  tlie  same  time. 
Their  salaries  should  be  about  $700  each  for  two  of  them,  and  §600  for  the  third. 

5.  For  office  rent  and  fuel  there  should  be  aliout  $150  appropriated  additional. 

6.  Upon  a  careful  examination  of  the  sulqect,  I  find  there  are,  in  Ohio,  of  surveyed  townships  and 
fractional  townships,  about ';■:*, 

In  Indiana l^'^ 

Michigan  Territorv "' 


Total  number  of  surveyed  townships. 


2,  ls3 


This  number  is  exclusive  of  the  field-notes  of  private  claims.  Estimating  that  to  copy  and  com  iiare 
the  field-notes  of  one  township,  including  the  notes  of  the  exterior  lines  and  the  meanders,  -jv-ill  require  the 
labor  of  a  clerk  one  and  a  half  days,  it  follows  that  it  will  require  ten  years,  Ui  of  a  year,  for  one  clerk  to 
make  copies  of  all  the  field-notes  in  this  office,  exclusive  ot  the  notes  of  the  private  claims. 

A  clerk  competent  to  make  fair  and  accurate  copies  of  field-notes  may  be  employed  lor  a  salary  of 
about  $000  per  annum. 

I  am,  verv  respectfully,  your  oliedient  servant,  t  t  .  ^rc. 

iM.    I  .    W  1 1  jIjI  ,\,\t.S. 

Ei.i.i.Mi  Haywarp,  Esq.,  Commis'^ioner  Genera!  Land  Oflire. 
vol..  VI 72  K 
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Lake  Jackson,  November  26,  1832. 

Sir-  In  reply  to  your  circular  of  the  13th  September  last,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that,  as  far  as  the  feeble 
state  of'uiy  health  has  i.crinittecl,  I  have  carefully  examined  the  same  ^   .  ,    ,,  .       ■   • 

For  the  ordinary  business  of  the  office  the  duties  .should  be  divided,  or  classed,  into  three  parts,  giving 
an  equal  porti.iii  to 'each,  as  near  as  may  be.  First,  a  person  to  make  calculations,  exclusively,  of  the 
contents  of  sections,  fractions,  and  private  claims,  and  to  examine  the  protractions,  &c.  Secondly,  a 
draughtsman  to  make  out  three  fair  copies  of  each  township  plat,  three  fair  copies  of  each  private  claim, 
&c  •  and  a  third  clerk  to  attend  to  making  out  three  fair  copies  of  the  field-notes,  making  out  accounts,  &c.; 
which  three  are  indispensable.     The  duties  of  the  draughtsman,  at  this  time,  far  exceed  the  other  duties. 

In  proportion  as  the  surveys  advance  to  the  cast,  so  in  proportion  will  difficulties  increase,  owing 
to  the  intervention  of  private  claims,  and  the  consequent  additional  labor  required  on  each  township  plat, 

more  than  formerly.  „  „,     . ,       v  •  ,      .i     i     ^        ^       j.  x       ^  i- 

In  relation  to  the  eastern  land  district  of  Florida,  there  remain,  under  the  last  contract,  two  townships 
to  be  linished,  and  it  will  take  about  six  days  to  complete  them.  In  the  western  land  district  there 
remain,  under  the  last  contract,  three  townships  to  be  completed,  and  it  will  take  about  six  days  to 
comph^te  them  also  ,  .        ,       , 

There  remain  under  old  contracts  in  said  districts  twenty-three  townships  that  have  been  suspended, 
which  will  take  about  three  months  to  be  completed. 

The  answers  to  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  queries  are  included  in  the  above. 

In  answer  to  the  fifth  query  it  will  require,  exclusive  of  the  three  above  named,  the  services  of  two 
first-rate  calculators  for  fractions,  sections,  private  claims,  and  to  subdivide  and  lay  down  the  lots_  in 
fractions.  Two  first-rate  draughtsmen  to  make  three  fair  copies  of  ea:ch  township  plat  and  private  claim; 
and  two  eligible  clerks  to  make  copies  of  all  the  field-notes  heretofore  surveyed,  to  be  filed  in  the  Cxeneral 
Land  Oflice^making,  in  all,  nine  clerks,  who  could  thus  be  advantageously  employed  at  one  and  the  same 

time.  , ,  , 

Answer  to  the  sixth  query.  The  clerks'  salaries,  agreeably  to  the  above  arrangement,  should  be  as 
much,  if  not  more,  than  any  in  the  surveying  department  in  the  United  States,  because  their  duties  are 
equal' to,  if  not  more  arduous,  than  those  of  any  other  officer  in  the  United  States;  but,  agrceeablc  to  the 
present  salaries,  the  seven  first  named  should  be  allowed  a  compensation  of  $1,000  each,  and  the  others 
$800  or  $1,000  each. 

Answer  to  the  seventh  query.  House  rent,  fuel,  tables,  instruments,  &c.,  and  stationery,  would 
require  from  $1,000  to  $1,200  for  the  two  years. 

Recapitulation. 

One  additional  clerk,  to  perform  the  ordinary  business  for  two  years,  from  January  1,  1833. .  $2,000 

Two  calculators,  to  bring  up  arrears  on  old  surveys 4,000 

Two  draughtsmen,  to  bring  up  arrears  on  old  surveys 3,200 

House-rent,  fuel,  desks,  copying,  glasses,  &c.,  &c 1,200 

Two  years'  salary  of  the  present  two  clerks 2,000 

Two  years'  salary  of  the  surveyor  general 4,000 

The  whole  expenditure  for  salaries,  exclusive  of  survej'ing 20,400 

Deduct  for  salary  of  the  surveyor  general  and  his  two  clerks,  as  now  allowed  by  law 6,000 

This  amount  required  to  bring  up  arrearages  in  said  time 14,400 

In  conclusion  I  would  beg  leave  further  to  state  that,  should  those  additional  duties  be  imposed  on 
the  office,  the  surveyor  general  ought,  consequently,  to  be  allowed  an  additional  salary  of  $500  during  the 
above  two  years  alluded  to. 

I  am,  sir,  veiT  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

EGBERT  BUTLER. 
Elijah  Hayward,  Esq.,  Commisidoner  General  Land  Office. 


General  Land  Office,  January  14,  1833. 

Sir:  Among  the  reasons  urged  in  my  communications  to  you  on  the  Itli  instant,  in  support  of  the 
estimates  of  the  department  for  increased  clerk'  hire  in  the  offices  of  the  surveyors  general,  I  omitted,  in 
the  hurry  to  bring  that  communication  in  due  time  before  the  committee,  to  mention  an  important  item  of 
the  duty  of  the  surveyors  general,  which  does  not  come  properly  under  the  denomination  of  arrears  of 
current  duties,  but  to  [lerfurm  which  will  necessarilj'  tend  greatly  to  divert  their  attention  from  those 
ai  rears.  It  is  the  constant  demands  on  their  time  and  attention  to  renew  the  township  plats  of  the  old 
districts. 

On  these  plats  are  marked  all  the  indications  of  sales,  forfeitures,  relinquishments,  und  resales  of 
each  particular  tract  of  land.  The  plats  are  made  out  on  paper,  and  not  on  parchment,  as  would  bo 
desirable.  The  plats  of  the  old  credit  system  districts  have  all  become  so  defaced  as  to  require  renewal; 
and  even  in  many  of  the  districts  which  have  been  put  in  operation  within  the  last  twelve  years,  a 
renewal  of  the  plats,  wholly  or  partially,  is  required.  The  plats  are  liable  by  law  to  be  inspected  by 
each  land  purchaser,  and  it  may  readily  be  conjectured  that  the  constant  handling  of  them  by  all  descrip- 
tions of  persons  must  necessarily  mutilate  them  in  a  few  years.  The  operation  of  the  late  pre-emption 
laws  has,  within  tlu-ee  years,  greatly  tended  to  the  injury  of  those  plats  by  the  wear  and  t«ar  produced 
by  the  incessant  references. 

It  is  a  fact  well  known  to  this  office  that  in  some  districts  the  land  officers  cannot  with  certainty  sell 

p'   i'  "^  consequence  of  the  great  difficulty  of  discriminating  between  the  vacant  and  sold  lands,  by  reason 

of  the  defacement  of  the  plats;  and  although  instructions  have  been  repeatedly  given  to  the  surveyors 


• 
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general  to  remove  the  difficulty  by  renewing-  the  plats,  yet  the  ilc|i;ir(iiiciit  ii.is  liecn  mialile  lo  accuiii|ilisli 
the  olijoet  for  want  of  means  in  the  .surveyors'  olliee.s. 

From  these  causes,  as  may  readily  he  imag-ined,  it  frequently  occurs  th:it  laii'U  arr  erroneously  si.ld; 
and  the  onhj  eftxiual  checks  to  prevent  the  erroneous  issuing-  of  patents  ar<'  I'nund  in  the  tract  hnij/,:<  <i/'  thi.-< 
office. 

The  detection  of  such  errors,  and  the  correspondence  necessary  to  their  correctidu,  imjiose  nnich 
labor  botli  on  this  office  and  that  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  is  autliorized  l)y  law  to  direct  tiie 
correction  of  errors  made  at  the  land  offices. 

With  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELIJAH  II.WW.ARD. 
Hon.  O.  C.  Verpi.an'ck, 

Chairman  of  tlic  Committer  of  Way^  and  BIcan.<,  TIouAe  of  Representative!^. 


22d  Coxgress.]  JSTo.  1093.  [2n  Session. 

ON    C  L  A I M    FOR    REVOLUTIONARY    BO  U  N  T  Y    L  A  N  D  . 

COiniUN'ICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REFRESEyT.iTIVES    J.WUARY    18,     1833. 

Mr.  Mason,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  who  were  instructed  by  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Reiiresentatives,  adopted  rm  the  3d  Januarj',  1833,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing-  to  Ber- 
nard Valentine  a  tract  of  land  for  his  militarj'  services  during  the  revolutionary  war,  reported: 

That  it  appears  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee,  l)y  the  affidavits  of  Robert  King  and  John 
Steele,  who  was  an  officer  in  the  revolutionary  army,  that  Bernard  Valentine  eidisted  in  the  lOlh  Penn- 
sylvania regiment  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1177,  to  serve  during  the  war;  that,  after  discharging  his  duties 
with  fidelity  in  that  regiment  for  some  time,  he  was  transferred  to  Lamb's  regiment  of  artillery.  Your 
committee  are  satisfied,  from  the  proofs  above  referred  to,  that  the  said  Valentine  actually  served  to  the 
end  of  the  war,  and  is  therefore  entitled  to  the  bounty  land  pnunised  to  soldiers  so  enlisting  and  serving, 
although  his  name  does  not  appear  on  the  rolls  of  the  army  returned  to  the  War  Office,  and  now  in  that 
department.     The}'  therefore  report  a  bill  for  his  relief. 


22d  Congress.]  No.    1094.  [2n  Session. 

APPLICATION    OF   ILLINOIS  FOR   RELIEF  TO  CERTAIN   SETTLERS  WHOSE   PRE-EMPTION 

RIGHTS  HAVE  BEEN  DECLARED   FORFEITED. 

COMMl-XIC.\TED    TO    TIIE    SENMTE    JA.VUARY    18,    1833. 

To  the  Senate  and  Bouse  rf  liepresentatives  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  a.<si 'milled: 

The  memorial  of  the  general  assembly  <]f  the  State  of  Illinois  ri'S|iectfully  represents:  That  the 
Quincy  land  district,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  is  bounded  on  the  cast  by  the  Illinois  river  and  the  third 
lirincijial  meridian;  mi  the  north  by  the  northern  boundary  of  the  said  State;  on  the  west  by  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  and  on  the  S(.nith  by  the  base  line  of  military  l.iounty  tract,  and  embraces  in  its  limits  niuch 
fertile  and  valuable  land,  abdUiiding  in  natural  advantages,  and  in  great  demand.  The  land  in  this  district 
was  surveyed  about  si.xteen  years  ago  from  the  base  line,  as  far  north  as  to  include  a  part  of  township  18 
north.  Three  years  ago  eleven  townships  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Rock  river  were  proclaimed  for  sale, 
but  not  more  than  twelve  or  fourteen  township  plats  have  ever  been  furnished  to  the  land  office,  exclusive 
of  the  townships  thus  offered  for  sale.  There  liave  been  upwards  of  live  hundred  pre-emption  rights  proven 
at  this  land  office,  under  the  law  of  the  5th  April  last,  that  the  land  offices  were  unable  to  sell  to  the  pre- 
cmptors  for  want  of  the  township  plats,  and  which  pre-emption  claims  are  now  construed  by  the  head  of 
the  land  office  department  to  be  forfeited,  which  f  u-feiture  has  accrued,  not  fr(un  any  act  or  neglect  of  the 
pre-eniptors,  but  solely  in  conse(iuenee  of  the  inability  of  the  land  officers  to  discharge  the  duties  imposed 
on  them  by  law,  from  the  want  of  the  necessary  plats  of  survey. 

Your  memorialists  therefore  pray  that  the  provisions  of  the  said  law  of  April  5  bo  extended  so  as  to 
embrace  the  cases  above  stated,  and  that  the  law  for  the  relief  of  those  claimants^  be  so  formed  as  to 
legalize  and  render  availalde  the  proofs  of  pre-emption  rights  already  made  at  the  office  aforesaid,_ under 
said  law,  together  with  all  proceedings  already  legally  had  in  relation  thereto,  so  that  the  said  claimants 
may  not  lie  put  to  the  great  trouble  and  expense  of"  i-eiterating  their  claims,  proofs,  and  other  jiroceedings. 
Your  memorial istsVould  fnither  respectfully  suggest,  in  relation  to  the  whole  of  the  said  land  district, 
that  there  has  probably  been  no  other  case  in"  which  lands  so  long  surveyed  have  been  withheld  for  so 
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j;io;it  ii  U'lintli  of  time  from  market.  The  emigration  to  tliis  portion  of  the  State  of  Illinois  is  now  con- 
sidcralile,  juid  is  annually  and  rapidly  increasing-,  and  in  no  portion  of  our  country  is  the  demand  for  land 
greater,  or  the  |iro.spcct  of  sale  more  promising. 

It  is  therefore  earnestly  requested  of  your  h(jnorable  body  that  such  legislative  action  be  had  as  may 
rrcpiire  frotu  the  proper  departments  the  speedy  completion  of  the  necessary  plats  and  surveys,  and  the 
|ilacing  the  whole  of  the  lands  in  said  district  in  a  situation  for  immediate  sale, 

.ALE.X.VNUEK  H    ,U']S  KIK  ^,  Sjteaker  if  the  House  of  Iie2:ircsnntatii:ft>. 
/ADUK  CASEY,  SpcaUr  of  (he  Senate. 


oo,,  (\ix(:ri.:ss.  I  No.  1095.  [2d  Skssion. 

ON  CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    MISSISSIPPI. 

COM.ML".N'ICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  JANUARY  19,    1833. 

Mr.  WicKi.iKFE,  from   the  Coinmittec  on  Pidjlic  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
(No.  19)  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Magruder,  of  Mississippi,  reported: 

The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  have  had  referred  to  them,  by  the  order  of  the  House,  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Magruder,  of  Mississippi,  and,  after  an  examination  of  the  evidence, 
a  majorit}'  of  the  committee  are  of  opinion  the  bill  ought  not  to  pass.  They  refer  to  the  report  made  by 
the  Committee  m\  Private  Land  Claims  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  as  embracing  the  substance  of  all 
the  evidence  now  submitted  to  this  committee,  and  make  the  same  a  part  hereof. 

The  committee  are  convinced  that  Ann  Brashear  was  not  entitled  to  a  confirmation  of  the  claim  now 
sought  to  be  satisfied,  and  that  the  claim  was  very  properly  rejected  b}'  the  board  of  commissioners. 
This  tract,  though  it  is  repi'esented  to  have  been  granted  by  a  Spanish  officer,  is  situated  north  of  the  31st 
degree  of  nortli  latitude,  and  wholly  without  the  jurisdiction  of  the  province  of  Spain. 

There  was  a  total  failure  to  prove,  before  the  commissioners,  the  facts  which  would  have  authorized 
its  conilrmation.  There  is  no  proof  of  the  fact  now  that  Ann  Brashear  ever  lived  upon  the  land  or  culti- 
vated the  same.  This  fact,  though  represented  in  the  petition  to  Congress  in  1830,  when  the  bill  passed 
for  her  relief,  to  which  reference  is  made,  was  not  proved  ;  and  the  conunittee  in  their  report  upon  the 
case,  in  pursuit  of  the  question  whether  a  grant  was  made  by  the  Spanish  governor  to  Ann  Brashear,  omit 
to  investigate  the  most  important  facta,  and  without  proof  of  which  this  claim  never  ought,  under  any 
circumstances,  to  have  been  confirmed,  to  wit:  the  fact  of  occupation  and  cultivation  l\y  the  said  Ann. 
Under  a  mistaken  view  of  the  facts,  in  the  absence  of  proof,  Congress,  in  1830,  passed  the  law  by  which 
Ann  Brashear  was  confirmed  in  her  right  to  480  acres  of  land,  and  the  interest  of  this  government  was 
thereby  released  to  her,  saving  the  rights  of  all  other  persons.  The  petitioner,  Thomas  B.  Magruder,  at 
that  time  represented  the  land  to  be  in  the  possession  of  the  said  Ann,  and  that  she  had  ever  theretofore 
occupied  it.  The  following-  strong  language  is  used  by  the  petitioner  :  "And  your  memorialist  begs  leave 
furtiier  to  state,  that  the  residue  of  the  said  tract  (i.  e.,  the  part  for  which  he  asked  confirjuation)  of  800 
arpients,  so  originally  granted  to  Mrs.  Ann  Brashear,  is  now,  and  hitherto  has  been,  unoccupied  bj''  any 
person  other  than  the  said  Mrs.  Ann  Brashear,  and  that  she  has  not,  for  some  years,  raised  a  crop  or  made 
anj-  impri.ivcment  upon  the  said  land,  solely  in  consequence  of  the  non-confirmation  of  said  claim,  and  that 
no  person  hath  any  claim  to  any  part  of  the  residue  of  800,  deducting  the  320  arpents  confirmed  to  Richard 
S[)arks,  unless  some  late  entry  of  a  part  thereof  n\ay  have  been  made  as  land  of  the  United  States.'' 

At  this  time  it  turns  out  to  have  been  the  fact  that  Ann  Brashear  was  not  in  the  possession  or 
cultivation  of  this  land.  It  does  not  appear,  nor  has  it  at  any  time  been  made  to  appear  by  proof,  either 
before  the  commissioners  or  to  Congress,  that  she  ever  occupied  or  cultivated  the  said  tract  at  any  time. 
At  the  date  of  the  petition,  the  land  had  been  sold  by  the  government  and  was  in  the  occupation  of  others, 
(if  which  facts  the  petitioner  must  have  been  fully  apprised  at  the  time  he  presented  the  petition  and 
olitained  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1830, 

Un<ler  these  circumstances  the  petitioner  now  asks  Congress  to  permit  him  to  enter  the  480  acres  in 
any  fiart  of  the  State  of  Mississii)[)i  subject  to  private  entry,  in  lieu  of  the  said  480  acres  which  he  now 
represents  as  having  been  previously  sold  by  the  government,  and  in  the  adverse  possession  of  others. 

A  question  of  some  difficulty  presents  itself  to  a  portion  of  the  conmiittee,  growing  out  of  the  facts 
in  this  case.  They  are  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  claim  of  Ann  Brashear  ought  never  to  have  been  con- 
iirmed  ;  but  Congress,  by  a  solemn  act  of  legislation,  superinduced  by  the  false  representations  made  to 
them,  or  wholly  mistaking  the  nature  of  the  claim  and  the  obligations  of  the  government  in  regard  to  the 
l>etitioner,  has  confirmed  it.  The  petitioner,  however,  finds  the  act  of  confirmation  unavailing  to  him;  the 
title  to  the  land  had,  by  the  government,  been  passed  to  others,  and  he  asks  Congress  to  permit  the  land 
to  be  entered  elsewhere.  Ought  this  Congress,  upon  this  state  of  fact,  to  look  behind  the  act  of  l^!30  and 
refuse  to  satisfy  by  other  means  a  demand  which,  by  that  act,  was  admitted  to  be  just,  and  which  demand 
orclaim  it  was  the  purpose  of  that  act  to  satisfy'?  A  majority  of  tiie  committee  were  of  opinion  that 
this  Congress  had  a  right  to  go  behind  the  act  of  1830,  and  inquire  into  the  eijuity  and  justice  of  the 
l)etitioner's  original  claim  ;  and  being  of  opinion  that  the  claiui  ought  never  to  have  been  confirmed 
by  Congress,  reconunend  that  the  bill  be  rejected.  Should,  however,  tliis  House  be  of  opinkin  that  any 
investigation  into  the  merits  of  this  claim  is  precluded  by  the  former  legislation  of  Congress,  then  it  will 
be  necessary  to  amend  the  bill  by  reducing  the  number  of  acres,  as  it  appears  that  there  are  139.98  acres 
of  land  the  which,  though  sold  by  the  government  prior  to  the  act  of  1830,  had  been  relin(piishcd  by  the 
purchaser,  and  by  the  provisions  of  said  act  are  vested  in  said  Auu  Brashear. 
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ON    CLAIMS    TO    LAND    IN    L  0  IJ I  S  I  .\  N  A  . 

CUMML'NICATED    TO    THE    HdlSE    OF    UEI'KESENT.U'IVES    .I.INUAKY    I'.l,     1S:J:5, 

Mr.  C.WE  JoiixsoN,  iViim  the  Gommitk'C  on  Privato  Luml  ('luiins,  (n  wlioiii  was  rcrcrrcil  Ihc  petitions  nf 
JeanBaptiste,  Louis  Metoycrs,  EtieiiiR'  Lacassos,  IJavtlioli'in^'  Uarlial,  Fraurois  Roubiou,  .luliau  Ilaclial, 
and  Pierre  S.  C'oinpcre,  reported: 

The  petitioners,  respectively,  claim  tracts  of  land  lyiny  in  the  parisli  nt'  Nalchituclies,  in  the  State  i.f 
Lonisiana,  on  the  river  Attache,  or  Little  river,  a  branch  of  the  Pefl  river,  by  rij;-ht  of  occupation  and 
cultivation,  by  virtue  of  the  several  acts  of  Conj,^ress  niaking-  provision  for  those  in  occupation  of  the  lands 
ceded  by  France  and  Spain  to  the  United  States.  The  said  petitioners,  respectively,  prove  that  they  \ver(' 
in  the  occupation  and  possession  of  the  several  tracts  of  land  claimed  by  them  ]irior  to  1803,  and  have  sini-e 
occupied  and  cultivated  the  same  and  still  are  in  possession  of  the  same.  The  proof  is  made  liefnre  a 
justice  of  the  peace  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  who  certifies  the  same.  There  is  no  evidence  of  his  ollii-ial 
character  accompanying  said  documents  ;  the  committees  are  satisfied  of  that  fact  from  the  infcjrniation 
given  them  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bullard,  who  represents  that  district,  and  is  acquainted  with  said  justice, 
and  also  his  handwriting,  and  the  witnesses  liy  whom  the  facts  are  proven,  and  of  their  credibility.  The 
coniuiittee  therefore  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  said  petitioners. 


22n  Congress.]  ■  No.    1097.  [2d  Ses&ion. 

ON    CLAIMS    TO    LAND    IN    WEST    FLORIDA,    UNDER    BRITISH    PATENTS    PRIOR   TO    THE 

TREATY  OF  1783. 

COMMl'N'IC.\TED    To    THE    HOUSE    OF    RETRESENT.iTIVES    .HXC-iRY    19,     1833. 

Jlr.  Bi'Li.ARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Elihu 

Hall  Bay,  reported: 

The  Connnittee  on  Private  Land  Claims  have  given  to  the  suliject  involved  in  the  memorials  of  Elihu 
Hall  P)ay,  of  the  heirs  of  Gaillard,  of  the  heirs  of  J.  and  E.  Jones  and  others,  heretofore  referred  to  them, 
that  degree  of  attention  and  deliberation  which  they  consider  due  at  the  same  time  to  the  claimants  and  to 
the  rights  of  this  government.  These  claims  grow  ont  of  certain  British  patents  for  lands  previously  to 
the  treaty  of  1783,  within  that  part  of  West  Florida  which,  at  that  period,  became  a  Spanish  province, 
and  which,  by  virtue  of  subsequent  treaties,  became  an  integral  part  of  the  United  States.  Tlio  lands  in 
question  are  situated  in  that  section  of  country  east  of  the  Mississippi,  south  of  the  3Ist  degree  of  north 
latitude,  and  west  of  the  Perdido.  In  order  to  a  full  understanding  of  the  case  and  of  the  views  of  the 
committee,  it  seems  proper  to  lo<_ik  liack  into  the  history  of  that  region  and  to  consider  the  different  treaties 
upon  which  its  political  condition  dejieuded  at  different  perioils. 

At  the  general  pacification  in  17ti3,  France  was  despoiled  of  all  her  possessions  in  North  America, 
stretching  through  the  interior  of  the  continent  from  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  and  Cape  Breton  fell  to  the  share  of  Great  Britain.  Tliat  part  of  Louisiana  situated 
to  the  westward  of  the  Mississippi  was  ceded  to  Spain,  including  the  island  of  Orleans.  That  part  of 
ancient  Louisiana  lying  to  the  east  of  the  same  river,  except  the  island  of  Orleans,  was  also  ceded  by 
France  to  Great  Britain;  Spain  at  the  same  time  ceded  to  Great  Britain  Spanish  Florida.  At  that  period, 
therefore,  and  up  to  tlio  commencement  of  the  xVmerican  revolution,  the  wli(de  territory  to  the  westward 
of  the  Mississippi,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  island  of  Orleans,  belonged  to  (ireat  Britain.  In  the 
hands  of  that  power,  all  the  territory  to  the  south  of  the  colony  of  Georgia  was  divided  int(j  two  govern- 
ments, called  East  and  West  Florida,  embracing  Spanish  Florida  and  that  part  of  ancient  Louisiana  east 
of  the  Mississippi,  and  of  the  island  of  Orleans. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  revolntionary  war,  Canada  and  the  Floridas  stood  aloof  from  the  contest, 
did  not  unite  in  the  declaration  of  independence,  and  must  bo  regarded,  during  that  war,  as  alien  enemies. 

During  the  period  between  17ti3  and  1783,  the  grants  in  question  were  made  by  the  English  governors 
of  West  Florida.  In  the  course  of  the  r(;volutionary  war  Spain  invaded  West  Florida  and  conquered  it 
from  Great  Britain.  At  the  close  of  the  American  war  Great  Britain,  by  the  treaty  of  1783  with  Spain, 
ceded  to  that  power  in  full  right  "East  Florida,  as  als(j  West  Florida."'  The  social  condition  of  the 
inhabitants  of  that  country,  their  right  to  hold  the  pro]ierly  then  possessed  by  them,  and  to  enjoy  other 
l^rivileges,  depend  on  the  stipulations  of  that  treaty.  The  wi.irds  used,  so  far  as  relates  to  this  matter,  arc 
tliesc:  "  His  Catliolic  majesty  agrees  that  the  British  inJialnlanl.^:  or  others  who  may  have  been  subjects  of 
tlic  King  of  Great  Britain  in  the  said  countries,  may  retire  in  full  security  and  liberty  where  they  shall 
think  proper,  and  may  sell  tiieir  estates  and  remove  their  elfects."  The  time  limited  for  this  emigration 
was  fixed  to  the  sjiace  of  eighteen  iiKjnths,  but  it  was  furtiier  stipulated  that,  "if,  Jrom  the  value  of  the 
jjonsesdons  of  the  Emjlish  pivprielors,  they  siiould  not  be  able  to  dispose  of  them  within  said  terms,  then  his 
Catholic  majesty  shall  grant  a  prolongation  proportionate  to  that  end." 

It  cani'iot  be  contended,  with  any  show  of  reason,  that  this  treaty  annulled  all  preceding  grants  of 
land  made  by  British  authority.  The  same  expressions  are  used  in  the  treaty  by  which  France  ceded 
Canada  to  Great  Britain,  \vith"  the  addition  that  the  French  inhabitants  should  enjoy  under  the  British 
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government  the  right  (if  worship  according  to  the  forms  of  the  Catholic  church.  So  far  from  annul! ing  the 
titles  to  lands,  the  treaty,  by  permitting  the  sale,  expressly  recfignizes  their  existence  and  validity,  so  far 
as  the  terms  of  the  treaty  extend.  It  never  was  pretended  that  the  French  inhabitants  of  Canada,  who  did 
not  choose  to  sell  their  possessions  and  to  emigrate,  forfeited  their  estates  to  the  British  Crown.  The 
permiKsiun  allowed  by  the  treaty  with  Spain  to  the  Briti.sh  inhabitants  and  subjects  to  dispose  of  their 
estates,  by  no  means  implies  that  those  who  choose  to  remain  would  be  obliged  to  submit  to  the  confisca- 
tion of' their  property,  and  would  not  be  permitted  to  become  sulijects  or  denizens  of  Spain.  That  might 
depend  on  the  policy  of  Spain  and  the  general  regulations  of  her  colonies. 

But  it  is  necessary  to  inquire  to  what  classes  of  persons  did  this  stipulation  in  the  treaty  of  1783,  as 
well  as  in  the  capitulation  of  Teiisacola  two  years  before,  apply.  The  expressions  are:  "The  British  in- 
habilants  or  others  who  may  have  been  subjects  of  Great  Britain  in  the  said  countries."  The  committee  is 
not  acquainted  with  any  rule  of  construction  by  which  these  expressions,  evidently  intended  as  stipula- 
tions in  favor  of  the  actual  inhabita^its  of  a  conquered  or  a  ceded  province,  can  be  extended  to  embrace  the 
claims  of  non-residents  not  in  possession  of  lands,  whether  founded  on  a  complete  or  an  inchoate  title.  If 
such  had  been  the  meaning  of  the  parties  they  would  have  entered  into  some  stipulation  to  that  effect. 
None  of  the  claimants  appear  ever  to  have  been  actual  inhabitants  and  possessed  of  these  lands  at  the 
date  of  the  treaty.  It  therefore  appears  to  the  committee  that  their  case  is  not  provided  for  by  the 
treaty.  Nor  is  it  shown  that  in  tlie  long  interval  of  time  between  the  date  of  that  treaty  and  the 
cession  of  the  country  to  the  United  States,  these  grants  were  ever  recognized  by  Spain.  That  Spain 
was  not  bound  to  recognize  them  by  the  treaty  is  abundantly  evident,  because  no  government  is  bound 
to  permit  aliens  to  hold  lands  within  its  dominion,  and  because  the  British  government  insisted  on  no 
stijiulation  to  that  effect.  The  British  government  never  made  any  complaint  against  Spain  on  that  score; 
and  although  the  committee  has  no  positive  evidence  on  the  subject,  it  is  generally  understood  that  that 
government  made  compensation  to  some,  at  least,  of  its  own  subjects  for  the  sacrifice  of  their  rights  in 
the  cession  of  Florida  to  Si)ain. 

Considering  this,  therefore,  as  a  question  between  the  claimants  and  the  government  of  Spain,  it 
scorns  to  the  committee  quite  clear  that  Spain  was  not  bound  either  by  the  treaty  of  1783  nor  by  the  law 
of  nations  to  recognize  these  claims  as  valid;  and  it  is  certain  they  never  were  so  recognized  during  the 
existence  of  the  Spanish  authorities  in  Florida.  The  United  States,  as  the  successors  of  Spain  in  the 
sovereignty  of  that  country,  are  not  bound  to  confirm  these  claims  unless  it  be  either,  first,  in  virtue  of 
subsequent  treaties;  or,  secondly,  by  the  acts  of  the  board  of  commissioners  and  the  legislation  of  Con- 
gress; or,  thirdly,  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  particularly,  as  is  contended  by  the  claimants,  by  the  jus 
post  liminii.     Let  us  examine  the  question  in  reference  to  these  three  grounds. 

1.  Treaties. — The  committee  know  of  only  two  treaties  between  the  United  States  and  foreign  govern- 
ments which  have  the  slightest  bearing  on  this  subject.  The  first  is  that  of  1803  with  France,  and  the 
second  the  treaty  of  1819  with  Spain.  The  treaty  with  France  contains  no  stipulation  on  the  subject  of 
grants  of  land  by  any  govenmient.  It  simply  stipulates  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  country  shall  be 
protected  in  their  property.  By  the  treaty  of  1819,  it  is  stipulated  in  the  eighth  article  tliat  "all'the 
grants  of  land  made  before  the  24tli  of  January,  1818,  by  his  Catholic  llqjesty,  or  by  his  laiifid  authorities, 
sliall'be  ratified  and  confirmed  to  the  persons  in  possession  of  the  lands,"  &c.  By  whichever_  of  these 
treaties  the  country  in  question  was  ceded  to  the  United  States,  it  is  clear  that  non-resident  claimants  to 
land  of  which  they  were  not  possessed  as  owners  at  the  date  of  the  treaties,  respectively,  cannot  claim 
the  benefit  of  the'stipulation;  and  in  the  case  of  the  last  named  treaty  the  grant  must  have  been  derived 
from  the  autliority  of  Spain. 

2.  Legislation  of  Congress. — In  April,  1812,  an  act  of  Congress  passed  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
the  titles  and  claims  to  land  in  that  tract  of  country  south  of  tlie  then  Territory  of  Mississippi,  and  east  of 
the  river  Mississippi  and  the  island  of  New  Orleans,  and  west  of  the  I'erdido.  Two  land  districts  were  laid 
otr,  the  one  west  and  the  other  east  of  Pearl  river.  For  each  of  these  districts  it  is  pfovidcd  that  a  com- 
missioner should  be  appointed:  his  duties  are  pointed  out  by  the  act.  It  was  made  his  duty  to  receive 
notices  and  evidences  of  claims  to  land  within  his  district.  By  the  fourth  section  of  that  act  it  is  provided, 
"  that  every  person  claiming  lands  in  the  tract  of  country  aforesaid  by  virtue  of  any  grant,  order  of  survey, 
or  other  evidence  of  claim"  whatsoever,  derived  from  the  French,  British,  or  Spanish  governments,  shall 
deliver  to  the  commissioners  for  land  claims  a  notice,  in  writing,  stating  the  nature  and  extent  of  his 
claims,  together  with  a  plat  (in  case  a  survey  shall  have  been  made)  of  the  tract  or  tracts  claimed.  The 
claimant  in  such  ca.ses  is  further  required  to  deliver,  for  the  purpose  of  being  recorded,  every  grant,  order 
of  survey,  deed,  conveyance,  or  other  written  evidence  of  claim.  It  is  provided,  however,  that  where  lands 
are  claimed  by  virtue  of  a  complete  French,  British,  or  Spanish  grant,  it  shall  only  be  necessary  to  record 
the  patent,  together  with  the  order  of  survey  and  the  plat,  with  an  abbreviated  statement  of  his  chain  of 
convej'ancos. 

It  is  made  the  duty  of  the  commissioners,  each  within  his  district,  to  inquire  into  the  justice  and 
validity  of  the  claims  filed  with  them;  to  ascertain  in  every  case  whether  the  lands  claimed  have  been 
iiilialiited  and  cultivated;  at  what  time  such  inhabitation  and  cultivation  connnenced.  They  are  further 
required  to  make  out  a  list  of  actual  settlers  who  have  no  written  evidence  of  title.  It  is  made  the  duty 
of  the  commissioners  to  make  abstracts  from  the  record  of  claims — to  arrange  them  into  classes  according 
to  their  respective  merits — which  abstracts  they  are  directed  to  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
to  l)e  by  him  laid  before  Congress  at  the  next  session  thereafter  "for  their  determination  thereon."  By 
another  act  approved  on  the  J4th  of  April,  1814,  the  time  for  making  a  report  was  further  extended,  and 
the  district  east  of  Pearl  river  extended  to  the  east  of  Tombigbee. 

Here  let  it  be  remarked,  in  passing,  that  the  commissioners  had  no  authority  to  decide  between  the 
government  and  the  claimants.  Their  duty  consisted  in  collecting  the  evidence  on  which  Congress  was 
to  act.  In  ]iursuance  of  this  authority,  the  commissioners  made  a  report  which  was  laid  before  Congress. 
On  the  3d  of  Marcli,  1819,  an  act  of  (iongress  was  approved  wliich  decided  on  all  the  cases  reported  upon 
by  the  conmiissioners.  By  that  act,  all  complete  Spanish  grants  contained  in  the  reports,  and  believed  to 
be  valid  according  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  S|)ain,  were  declared  and  recognized  as  valid  and  com])lete 
titles  against  any  cl»im  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  The  next  clause  in  the  act  relates  to  the  class 
of  claims  now  under  consideration;  "and  that  all  claims  founded  upon  British  grants,  contained  in  said 
reports,  which  have  been  sold  and  conveyed,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  peace  between 
(Ircat  Britain  and  Spain  of  Sei>tember  3,  1783,  by  whicli  that  part  of  Louisiana,  lying  east  of  the  island  of 
<  >iii  aus  was  ceded  to  Spain  uniliT  the  denomination  of  West  Florida,  or  which  were  settled  and  cultivated 
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by  the  person  having  tlie  legal  title  therein  at  the  date  of  the  treaty,  arc  reciignized  as  valid  and  CDMijilete 
titles  against  any  claim  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  or  rigiit  derived  troni  the  United  States." 

By  the  same  act  last  mentioned,  the  authority  of  the  coiuniissioners  was  superseded  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  register  and  a  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  St.  Helena  court-house  and  at  .Ta<'ks(in,  with  fmwer  to 
examine  the  elainifi  recognized,  confirmed,  or  j^rovided  to  he  [/ranted  Ijij  thai  act;  and  tn  niakc  i.ut  to  eacii 
claimant  entitled,  in  their  opinion,  thereto,  a  certificate  according  to  the  luiture  of  tiie  case,  under  sueli 
instructions  as  they  might  receive  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  (Jcueral  Land  Ollice.  On  presenting  such 
certiiicate  at  the  General  Land  Office,  it  is  declared  that  if  it  shall  ajipear  to  tlie  satisfaction  of  the  Cnin- 
missioner  that  the  certificate  has  hvvn  fair!  1/  olitained,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  tlie  act, 
then  and  in  that  case  a  patent  shall  issue. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  detail  the  reports  made  by  these  different  registers  and  receivers,  acting  as 
Vioards  for  the  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  that  section  of  countrj',  and  the  several  acts  of  Congress  to 
confirm  their  proceedings.  They  appear  to  iiave  no  relation  to  this  subject.  It  is  clear  that  Congress,  in 
the  act  of  March  3,  1819,  adopted,  in  relation  to  British  patents  of  a  date  prior  to  1783,  jtrecisely  the 
principles  which  the  committee  ainiounced  at  the  commencement  of  this  report,  and  confirmed  all  such  as 
ainieared  to  have  been  sold  and  conveyed  by  the  Britisli  grantees,  according  to  the  stipulations  (jf  the 
treaty  of  1"83  between  Spain  and  Cireat  15ritain,  and  also  all  such  as  were  settled  and  cultivated  by  the 
person  having  the  legal  title  therein  at  the  date  of  that  treat}/.  This  giivernment  has  already  done  all  that 
Spain  was  bound  to  di.i,  either  by  the  treaty  or  the  laws  of  nations.  So  far  from  regarding  the  permission 
to  sell  and  emigrate  allowed  by  the  treaty  as  aniudling  tlie  grants,  this  government  has  adopted  that  as 
full  evidence  of  recognition  of  title  on  the  part  of  Siniin;  and  all  grantees  who  did  sell  are  considered  as 
having  a  complete  and  valid  title.  Those  who  remain  in  possession  retained  all  their  rights,  and  their 
titles  derived  originally  from  Great  Britain  have  been  fully  confirmed.  Their  continuing  to  reside  in  the 
province  was  considered  as  proof  that  they  were  regarded  as  subjects  or  denizens  of  Spain. 

How  far  the  claimsof  the  different  memorialists  have  been  provided  for  may  readily  be  ascertained 
by  application  to  the  General  Land  Office.  There  is  no  evidence  before  the  committee  which  could 
induce  them  to  take  these  cases  out  of  the  general  rule,  and  to  provide  for  them  by  special  legislatii.m. 
They  appear  to  have  been  acted  on  by  the  commissioners,  and  subsequently  by  Congress. 

There  is  one  transaction,  however,  connected  with  these  claims,  whicli  the  committee  think  them- 
selves bound  to  notice.  The  register  of  the  land  office  and  receiver  of  public  moneys,  created  by  the 
act  of  1819,  was  authorized,  as  has  been  remarked  above,  to  examine  the  claims  recognized,  confirmed, 
or  provided  to  lie  granted  by  that  act,  and  to  make  out  certificates  to  be  presented  for  patents  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Oflice.  It  appears  that,  on  the  6th,  Ith,  and  8th  of  January,  1830,  the 
register  and  receiver,  at  St.  Helena,  did  issue  certificates  on  sereutj-'five  difi'erent  claims  in  favor  of 
various  persons,  and,  among  others,  of  the  heirs  of  T.  Gaillard  for  nine  claims,  and  of  E.  11.  Bay  for  five 
claims;  in  favor  of  tlie  heirs  of  E.  &  J.  Jones  nine  or  ten  claims,  and  of  numerous  other  claimants.  On 
the  2(ith  of  July,  1830,  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Laud  Oflice,  by  public  notice,  revoked  and  an- 
nulled these  certificates.     The  committee  subjoin  a  copy  of  the  notice: 

"Those  persons  who  obtained  on  the  Cth,  7th,  and  8th  of  January  last,  from  the  register  and  receiver 
of  the  land  office  at  St.  Helena,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  certificates  of  confirmation  of  certain  British  grants 
of  land  in  the  above  mentioned  district,  numbered  one  to  seventy-five,  inclusive,  and  which  are  particu- 
larly designated  in  the  abstract  hereto  subjoined,  are  hereby  notified  that  said  grants  are  not  recognized 
by  any  law  of  the  United  States,  and  that  said  certificates  of  confirmation  are  void  and  of  no  effect.  By 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury." 

It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  tlie"  claims  in  question  are  not  provided  ibr  by  the  act  of  Congress 
above  mentioned,  and  have  been  rejected. 

But  the  memorialists  press  their  claims  with  great  earnestness  on  tlie  principles  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions, and  particularly  that  principle  of  the  Roman  civil  law,  commonly  called  the  jus  postliminii.  The 
committee  are  willing  to  adopt  the  definition  of  that  rule  of  national  law  from  the  meinorialists.  They 
define  \ho  Jus  post  liminii  to  be  that  "  branch  of  national  law  by  which  States  or  sovereigns  are  bound  to 
restore  to  their  citizens  or  subjects  things  which  were  taken  possession  of  by  an  enemy  on  the  conquest 
of  a  country,  when  it  comes  under  the  power  or  jurisdiction  of  the  State  of  which  the  former  owners  or 
proprietors  are  citizens  or  subjects." 

The  application  of  this  rule,  thus  defined,  to  the  case  of  the  claimants  appears  to  the  committee  to 
involve  an  utter  confusion  of  ideas.  It  supposes  that  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  are  identical, 
and  that  the  claimants  are,  and  were,  at  one  and  the  same  time,  subjects  of  Great  Britain  and  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  If  Great  Britain  had  recognized  Florida,  her  subjects,  who  may  have  suffered  by  the 
conquest,  would  have  been  at  once  restored  to  the  full  integrity  of  their  rights— such  is  the  rule.  But  how, 
and  in  what  sense  of  the  word,  are  the  United  States  the  successor  of  Great  Britain  in  the  sovereignty  of 
Florida?  There  is  no  privity  between  the  two  governments.  We  derived  our  title  to  the  sovereignty 
of  Florida  from  Spain,  and  not  from  Great  Britain.  The  claimants  appear,  at  the  date  of  the  grants,  to 
have  been  British  subjects  in  a  colonv,  wliich,  during  the  revolutionary  war,  belonged  to  the  dominions  of 
our  enemy.  If  their  sovereign  sacrificed  their  rights  to  subserve  the  political  interests  of  his  Crown, 
at  what  period  did  the  dutv  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  originate  to  restore  them  to  rights 
which  they  claimed  originaUv  as  British  subjects,  and  not  as  American  citizens  ?  The  committee  do  not 
mean  to  insinuate  that  the  claimants  are  not  American  citizens;  they  only  mean  to  say  that,  in  relation 
to  these  grants,  they  appear  in  the  quality  of  British  subjects.  By  this  beautiful  fiction  of  the  Koman 
law  an  absent  and  captive  citizen,  however  protracted  his  captivity,  was,  on  his  return,  restored  at  once 
to  the  full  enjovment  of  his  suspended  rights,  and  considered  as  never  having  been  absent.  But  how  can  tlie 
claimants  bring  themselves  within  any  such  rule  in  relation  to  rights  in  Florida  derived  from  the  British 
Crown,  and  not  from  the  government  of  the  United  States  ?  Upon  the  whole,  in  whatever  view  the  com- 
mittee regard  these  claims,  they  cannot  resist  tlie  conclusion  that  the  g(jveriiment  of  the  L  nited  btates  is 
under  no  obligation  whatever  to  take  any  further  steps  in  relation  to  this  class  of  claims,  and  they  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution:  ... 

Besolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  legislate  any  further  in  relation  to  grants  to  lands  111  1- lorida, 
d(trivcd  from  the  Crown  of  Grc-at  Britain  prior  to  the  3d  of  September,  1783. 
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22d    Coxgress.1  ^O-    J 098.  [20  Session. 

ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    ALABAMA. 

COMML'NICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  RErRESENTATIVES  JAXUARY  22,    1833. 

Mr.  Mardis,  from  the  Committoe  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Christopher 
A.  Green   and  Robert  Lawson,  asking  the  confirmation  of  their  title  to  a  section  of  land  therein 
described,  to  wit:  section  No.  19,  township  No.  18,  and  range  No.  3  cast,  situated  in  St.  Clair  county, 
Alabama,  reported: 
The  committee  are,  after  a  thorough -investigation  of  the  subject,  satisfied  that  legislation  would  be 

useless,  as  the  title  exhibited  bj'  the  petitioners  is  as  full   and  complete  as  it  could  be  possibly  made 

bv  anv  act  of  Congress.     They  therefore  ask  to  bo   discharged   from   the  further  consideration  of  the 

subject,  and  that  the  report  be  printed. 


22d  Congress.]  No.    1099.  [2n  Session. 

ON  CLAIM  TO  CERTAIN  RESERVATIONS  IN  A  TOWNSHIP  OF  LAND  GRANTED  FOR  REVO- 
LUTIONARY SERVICES. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    23,    1833. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 

heirs  of  Arnold  Henry  Dohrman,  reported: 

That  by  an  ordinance  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  passed  October  1,  lISI,  there  was  granted 
to  said  Dohrman  "one  complete  and  entire  township,  subject  to  reservations  as  in  other  townships, 
agreeably  to  the  ordinance  of  May  20,  1T85,  out  of  the  three  last  ranges  surveyed  in  the  western  territory 
ot'  the  United  States."  It  also  appears  that  the  ordinance  of  May,  1785,  made  reservations  for  the  United 
States  in  all  townships  of  land  in  the  following  words:  "There  sliall  be  reserved  for  the  United  States, 
out  of  every  township,  the  four  lots  being  numbered  8,  11,  26,  29,  and  out  of  every  fractional  part  of  a 
township  so  many  lots  of  the  same  numbers  as  shall  be  found  thereon,  for  future  sale.  There  shall  be 
reserved  the  lot  No.  16  of  every  township  for  the  maintenance  of  public  schools  within  the  said  town- 
ships; also  one-third  part  of  all  gold  and  silver  mines,  lead  and  copper  mines,  to  be  sold  or  otherwise 
disposed  of  as  Congress  may  direct."  In  accordance  with  the  preceding  resolutions,  the  said  Dohrman 
selected  township  No.  13,  range  7,  of  the  Steubenville  district,  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  The  heirs  of  the 
said  Dohrman  now  insist  that  the  ordinance  granting  to  their  deceased  parent  the  entire  township,  with 
the  usual  reservations  made  under  the  ordinance  of  1185,  intended  only  to  reserve  section  No.  16  for 
school  purposes,  and  also  the  right  of  the  government  to  any  gold  or  silver,  lead  or  copper  mines  in  said 
district,  and  did  not  intend  to  reserve  sections  8,  11,  26,  and  29;  and  that  the  resolution  was  always  so 
understood  by  their  deceased  parent,  as  well  as  by  the  government;  and,  accordingly,  said  sections  Nos. 
8,  11,  26,  and  29  have  never  been  taken  possession  of  or  sold  by  the  government,  and  now  remain  either 
the  property  of  the  government  or  the  said  heirs  or  assignees  of  said  Dohrman.  The  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office  seems  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  the  construction  placed  upon  said  resolution 
and  ordinance  by  the  heirs  of  said  Dohrman  corresponds  with  the  intention  and  wishes  of  the  Congress 
that  passed  the  resolution,  and  therefore  recommends  its  adoption.  A  portion  of  the  committee  consider 
the  same  as  the  proper  construction  of  the  said  resolution  and  ordinance,  whilst  a  majority  of  the  committee 
consider  that  the  said  sections  Nos.  8,  11,  26,  and  29  of  said  township  was  reserved  to  the  government. 
But  all  the  committee  concur  in  the  opinion,  that  as  the  selection  of  said  township  by  said  Dohrm'an  was 
upon  land  of  inferior  quality,  and  by  no  means  corresponding  in  value  to  the  expectations  or  wishes  of 
the  Congress  which  passed  said  resolution,  and  by  no  means  an  adequate  compensation  for  the  generous, 
and  liberal,  and  patriotic  services  of  said  Dohrman  in  the  cause  of  the  American  revolution,  in  recom- 
mending to  the  House  the  passage  of  a  bill  allowing  to  the  heirs  of  said  Dohrman  said  sections  8,  11,  26, 
and  29  in  said  township. 


22n  Congress.]  No.  1100.  [2d  Session. 

REL.\T1VE    TO    THE    CLASS    OF    MILITARY    OFFICERS    ENTITLED    TO     REVOLUTIONARY 

BOUNTY  LAND. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,   WITH   A  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR,  JANUAnV  23,    1833. 

Department  of  War,  Bounlij  Land  Office,  January  21,  1833. 
Sir:  So  far  as  information  appears  to  be  required  from  this  office  by  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  the  10th  instant,  referred  to  this  office  on  the  19th  instant,  to 
report  thereon,  I  have  the  lionnr  to  state,  in  referonco  to  the  infpiirios  "whether  there  was  any  specific 


1«33.J  COltUECTl  M:    l)EFK(n>    IN    S  T  IJ  V  K  V  1  N  (; .  577 


promise  of  land  cilhor   t.>    Lee's   leL;-ioii,  ihe    corps   of  engineers,  or   ardliceis    e luiindcil    l.\    ('..|,,ih|   .1. 

Haldwin,"  that  the  two  lirst-named  being  mUilarii  cnvpx  on  the  eontinentaJ  eslahlishiNeiir,  (he  ollircis 
attaclied  thereto  were  embraced  in  tiie  several  resolves  of  Cun^-ress  providin--  Imnntv  lands  f(ir  sneh  u^ 
them  as  eontiiuied  in  service  to  the  close  of  the  war. 

Xo  retnrns  exist  in  this  office  of  the  names  (if  the  officers  of  the  corps  of  arlilicrrs  cnmmaiide(l  l,y 
Colonel  J.  ikxldwiu,  iiur  does  it  appear  that  land  warrants  have  issued  lo  any  of  (h<'  dllicers  of  that  coi-ps, 
except  to  Samuel  A.  McCoskej',  surgeon,  and  William  iEcCoskoy,  surgeon's  niate;  and  these  issues  appear 
to  have  been  made  in  virtue  of  the  resolution  of  L'i_)ngress  of'May's,  17x2,  as  IMhiws:  "Hr.-oilvrd,  That 
as  the  dispersed  situation  of  the  corps  of  artificers  commanded  by  Captain  Wyley  will  no  lonn'ci-  reipiire 
the  services  of  Dr.  A.  McCoskey  and  Dr.  William  J[cCoskey,  his  mate,  they  be  considered  as  rediic<'d  ami 
retiring  from  the  service  on  the  10th  instant,  and  the  surgeon  be  entitled  to  all  the  emoluments  heretofore 
allowed  to  reduced  regimental  surgeons;"  from  which  it  would  appi/ar  that  these  ofliccrs  had  been  i'et:iiiic(l 
in  service  until  ^lay  10,  1782,  being  a  period  of  more  than  thirteen  months  after  the  corps  of  artilicers 
connnanded  by  C(.ilonel  J.  IJaldwin  had  been  dissolved  under  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  March  2!), 
1781,  by  which  n-solution  it  is  explicitly  declared  that  "all  officers  of  the  regiment  of  artilicers  not 
retained  b3-  virtue  of  these  resolutions  be  no  longer  considered  in  the  service  of  the  Tnited  .States."  The 
officers  retained  by  the  resolution  just  referred  to  were,  it  is  lielieved,  inccu'porated  with  the  reduced 
corps  of  arliUrri/  artijim-K  and  continued  in  service;  the  names  of  sunie  eighteen  or  twenty  of  whom  are 
returned  ou  the  I'ecords  of  this  office  as  being  entitled  to,  and  as  having  received,  bounty  lands  frnm  the 
United  States. 

The  officers  of  the  regiment  of  aiiillenj  aiiijirrr.-^  being  attached  to  the  artillery  in  Ihr  fvld  were,  it  is 
believed,  considered  military  officers;  hence  those  of  tliem  who  served  to  the  end  of  the  war  were  embraced 
.in  the  resolves  of  Congress  providing  bounty  lands.  The  duties  of  the  officers  of  the  corps  of  arlijicrrg 
being  (as  it  is  believed)  confined  to  the  superintendence  of  workshops,  laboratories,  &c.,  and  to  the 
control  and  direction  of  the  artisans  attached  thereto,  and  not  being  required  to  act  in  the  field,  were  not, 
it  is  presumed,  considered  miiitary  officers.  Their  names  were  therefore  not  returned  on  the  list  of  officers 
on  file  in  this  department  among  those  entitled  to  land  bounties  from  the  United  States.  Had  they  been 
considered  military  officers,  it  is  presumed  that  Congress,  when,  by  their  resolution  of  ifarch,  1781,  they 
declared  the  corps  of  artificers  "  dissolved,  and  no  longer  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,"  would  at 
that  time  have  designated  them  as  reduced  and  supernumerary  officers,  and  as  such  entitled  to  all  the 
emoluments  in  land  and  half  pay.  That  Congress  did  not  so  consider  the  officers  of  that  corps  is  mani- 
fested by  the  discrimination  made  in  the  cases  of  the  two  Doctors  McCoskey,  before  referred  to.  If  the 
surgeon  of  that  name  (surgeons'  mates  not  being  entitled  to  half  pay)  had  been  considered  at  the  time 
of  the  dissolution  of  that  corps  (to  which  he  then  beloi]ged)  as  entitled  to  "all  the  emoluments  heretofore 
allowed  to  regimental  surgeons,"  further  legislation  in  behalf  of  that  officer  would  have  been  superlluous. 

The  records  of  the  War  Department,  from  the  earliest  period  succeeding  the  war  of  the  revolution, 
exhibit  no  grant  of  bounty  land  to  an  officer  or  ]n'ivate  of  the  corps  of  artificers,  except  in  the  two  cases 
referred  to  in  the  aforegoing.  This  fact  indicates  the  construction  applied  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress 
in  reference  to  that  corps  by  the  individual  who  first  presided  over  the  department,  who  was  himself  an 
officer  of  the  highest  grade  in  the  army. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  ri'spectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

AVM.  GORDON. 

The  lion.  Sf:cRETARY  of  AVau. 


22n   Congress.]  No.    1101.  [2n  Session-. 

RELATIVE  TO  PTJOVIDIXG  FOR  THE  MORE  PROMPT  DESPATCH  OF  BUSINESS  IN  TUE 
CxENERAL  LAND  OFFICE,  AND  CORRECTING  DEFECTS  IN  THE  SYSTEM  OF  SURVEYING 
TIIE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

C03im"NIC.iTED    TO    THE    SEX.VTE    JANUARY    24,    1833. 

General  Land  Office,  Januari/  21,  1833. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  and  statements  on  the  several  subjects  of  inquiry 
embraced  in  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  OUi  instant,  which  you  have  referred  to  this  office  for  that 
purpose,  to  wit: 

"  Re>:olved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  bo  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  nature  and  amount 
of  arrears  of  business  in  the  General  Land  Oifice,  and  what  additional  number  of  clerks  will  be  necessary 
to  bring  up  such  arrears  and  promptly  discharge  the  current  duties  imi)0sed  by  law;  and  also  into  the 
propriety  of  increasing  the  compensation  of  those  who  have  the  immediate  supervision  of  the  separate  and 
distinct  branches  of  business  therein.     Also,  . 

"Besolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  inoddymg 
the  existing  laws  in  relation  to  the  surveying  of  public  lands  as  to  provide  for  the  defects  of  the  sy.stem, 
in  all  cases" where  the  maximum  prices  authorized  by  law  have  been  found  so  inadequate  as  to  render  it 
impracticable  for  the  department  to  accomplish  surveys  alike  demanded  by  the  public  interest  and  that  of 
individuals.     Also, 

"  liesoli-fd,  That  the  said  committee  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  arrears 
of  work  in  the  offices  of  the  several  surveyors  general,  and  the  propriety  of  making  provisions  for  bringing 
up  the  same  as  soon  as  practicable;  also  into  the  propriety  of  causing  authenticated  transcripts  of  all  the 
field-notes,  of  the  public  surveys  now  lodged  in  the  offices  of  the  surveyors  general  to  be  made  and  de- 
posited auKJUg  the  archives  of  the  General  Laml  Office." 
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I.    THE    XATIRK,    AND    AMOUNT    OF    AIII'.KARS    OK    IllSIXESS. 

In  iirescntiiii;-  tlic  sliito  isntl  coiKlition  of  tliis  (iflico,  with  its  arrears  of  l)iisiiioss,  as  existing  on  the 
first  day  of '  the  present  year,  for  the  information  cf  tin'  e.>nin,itt^ee  of  the  Senate,  the  appropriate  classifi- 
cation thereof  will  be  fonnd  under  the  respective  heads  of— 

1.  Private  land  claims. 

i.  iMilitary  bounty  lands.  ,        ,.  .        ,  , 

S.   Posting-  the  entries  a)id  accounts  of  the  sales  of  public  lands,  and  auditing  the  quarterly  accounts 

4.  Indexes  fi>  the  records  of  |iateijts  fur  lands  sold,  and   hir  military  bi)uiily  lands  for  services  in  the 

5.  0|ieniii,g-  tract  liouks  for  the  entries  ef  lands  sold  in  the  several  land  districts. 
C.  Writin.g-,  recordin,t;',  exaniinin.L;',  and  comparing  patents  for  lands  sold. 

7.  E.\aminiug  and  comi)leting  the  title  papers  of  suspended  cases  of  lands  sold,  and  writing  and 
recording  the  patents  for  the  same. 

8.  Issuing  certificates  under  the  seal  of  the  office  fur  tracts  of  land  granted  to  States,  Territories,  and 
corporatidiis,  for  canal,  road,  and  other  pnri>oses. 

9.  Auditing  the  quarterly  accounts  of  the  surveyors  general  ibr  the  surveys  of  the  public  lands  and 
private  land  claims. 

10.  The  draughtsman's  de[)artment. 

1.  Private  land  daimit. 

About  six  hundred  private  land  claims  are  now  in  the  office,  th<'  title  papers  and  documents  of  which 
have  not  been  collected  and  prepared  ibr  decision  and  patents 

To  examine  these  documents,  and  attend  to  the  necessary  correspdiidenco  and  instructions  to  perfect 
the  titles,  with  that  fidelity  and  imjiartiality  which  the  peculiar  circumstances  and  merits  of  each  case  may 
require  to  secure  to  bonajkk  claimants  that  justice  to  which  they  are  respectively  entitled  by  law,  and  wri- 
ting and  recording  the  patents  ibr  the  same,  would  occupy  the  time  of  one  clerk,  aquainted  with  the  dutj', 
one  year  and  six  months.  The  number  of  cases  presented  for  patent  will  increase  with  the  progress  of 
the  public  surveys.  More  than  fifteen  thousand  of  these  claims,  already  confirmed,  have  not  yet  been 
presented  for  the  action  of  this  olfice;  and  of  this  number,  from  tliree  to  four  thousand  may  be  expected 
to  come  in  in  the  course  of  the  present  year,  if  Congress  should  provide  the  necessary  means  to  enable 
the  survej'ors  general  to  make  returns  of  the  surveys  thereof.  The  total  number  of  cases  reported  to  this 
oflice  exceeds  twentj'-eight  thousand. 

The  indexing  the  names  of  the  original  claimants  being  wholly  in  arrears,  together  with  the  names 
of  more  than  seven  thousand  present  claimants,  the  labor  of  performing  this  duty  would  occupy  the  time 
of  a  competent  person  about  two  years  and  six  mouths.  To  enable  the  olfice  to  give  the  information  often 
necessary  to  parties  interi'sted,  and  frequently  required,  it  is  of  great  and  increasing  importance  that 
these  claims  should  be  indexed  to  original  claimants,  as  also  to  the  ))resent  claimants,  as  soon  as  possible. 
It  is  also  equally  important  that,  where  claims  have  been  once  rejected,  and  subsequently  revived  and 
confirmed,  or  again  rejected,  references  to  all  such  and  other  proceedings,  affecting  the  validity  of  the 
claims,  should  be  made  on  the  reports.  The  labor  required  to  make  the  examinations  necessary  for  such 
references  would  be  very  considerable,  but  cannot,  at  this  time,  be  satisfactorily  estimated. 

Many  of  the  original  reports  of  the  commissioners  confirming  these  claims  are  much  worn  and 
injured  by  daily  reference  and  use,  and  it  is  now  necessary  they  should  be  correctly  transcribed  to  preserve 
the  original  document  of  sucli  importance  to  the  security  of  land  titles,  and  to  prevent  a  recourse  to  them 
on  ordinary  occasions.  One  person  acquainted  with  this  service  would  transcribe  these  reports  in  four 
years.  Of  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  having  this  duty  immediately  performed,  no  reasonable 
objections  are  perceived.  For  a  detailed  view  of  the  arrears  of  this  branch  of  business,  reference  is  made 
to  the  annexed  statements  marked  A,  B,  and  C. 

2.  MUilari)  Jiountij  landx. 

More  than  three  hundred  cases  of  surveys  under  Virginia  military  wai'rants  arc  now  on  file  in  the 
office  to  be  examined  and  patented  if  the  title  papers  should  be  found  perfect.  A  large  portion  of  these 
cases  were  suspended  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  May  20,  182(1,  but  will  probably  be  entitled  to 
patent  under  the  law  of  April  23,  1830.  In  addition  to  which,  it  is  understood  that  about  eight  hundred 
surveys  under  such  warrants  remain  of  record  in  the  surveyor's  olfice  at  Ohilicothe,  and  are  expected  to 
be  presented  in  the  course  of  a  year  or  eighteen  months.  The  labor  of  examination  and  of  writing  and 
recording  the  patents  in  such  cases  has  greatly  increased  within  a  few  years,  by  reason  of  the  fractions 
of  warrants  on  which  the  surveys  arc  founded,  the  numerous  calls,  courses,  and  distances  recited  in  the 
surveys,  and  the  consecpient  tedious  investigation  of  title.  Many  of  the  patents  occupy  a  close-written 
sheet  of  thirty  by  fifteen  inches,  and  some  of  them  both  sides  of  the  same.  The  time  required  to  bring 
up  these  arrears,  for  one  competent  clerk,  would  be  one  year  and  six  months. 

This  office  has  uo  alphabetical  index  of  the  names  of  persons  to  whom  warrants  have  issued  by 
the  United  States  for  revolutionary  services,  and  patents  granted  therefor.  A  suitable  book  was  provided 
for  that  purpose  many  years  ago,  but  the  work  has  not  been  executed  for  want  of  sulficient  aid,  and  in 
consequence  of  the  more  pressing  demand  for  current  duties.  The  information  which  such  an  index  would 
readily  aft'ord  is  now  obtained  by  a  laborious  examination,  and  not  imfrequently  of  three  or  four  huurs  in 
particular  cases.     Six  months'  time  for  one  person  would  be  reipiired  fi)r  tliis  service. 

The  old  War  Office  registry  of  warrants  and  surveys  patented,  a  book  which  was  transferred  to  this 
office  in  1812,  has  been  in  constant  use  between  thirty  and  forty  years,  and  is  now  so  much  worn  and 
defaced  as  to  render  a  renewal  of  it  necessary  as  soon  as  practicable;  wdiicli,  in  consequence  of  the 
examination  of  papers  on  file  in  connexion  with  the  subject,  would  occupy  one  clerk  acquainted  with  the 
business  about  two  years.— (See  statement  marked  D.) 
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3.    F'tsliii;/  Ihf  fiilrirs  uml  nrcuni/s  nf  l!„-  .<',/>:■;  ,,f  /nih/ir  /mii/s  iiinl  fiinli/ini/  llir  •jtliiiifrl  1/  iii;;,i(,ils  Ihrrmf. 

Thcrt^  wciv  iilii.\it  tuciity-toiii-  Umiisainl  i-.-i  1  ili. ■;.(('«  ..f  imrrliasc  (in  li;iiiil  and  iiiipn.stcd  nn  tin;  1st 
instant,  which,  im  an  avcra.n'c  d'  twenty-  per  day  Inr  one  pt  rs..ii,  in<'hidin.^-  the  incidental  CdiTcspiindcni'c 
Cdnuected  with  tiiis  duty,  would  iV()niri'  thi'  lal>or  uf  a  cunipctrnl  clerk  toiir  vcai's — an  cstiniat<'  dl'  lali.n- 
which  it  is  believed  can:iet  lie  pcrl'm  ined  din-iiij;-  the  reL;-alar  nllice  hmus.  To  post  these  entries  aeemateU-. 
the  acciiuutiuits  Ulc  rciiuired,  previous  to  makiiii;-  the  entries  in  the  (illiei'  Imeks,  p.  eeni-pare  the  certificates 
<jf  purchase  with  the  ieceiver's  receipt  I'er  the  saiui',  anil  these  \vilii  the  inenlhly  retiiins  lA'  sales  hv  the 
rcg-ister,  and  the  ni.inthly  abstract  of  reeei|ds  hy  the  receivei-,  and  all  IIicm'  docnnienls  with  laeh  (illier; 
and  then  ascertain  iVeni  the  li'act  Inink  that  the  pai'tieiilar  trael  hail  nut  In  (  n  pi-i'\-iiiiisl\-  snlil,  imr  resia\ed 
rrein  sale,  imr  the  suhject  of  a  cuidirni.Ml  pri\  ati'  claim,  and  that  it  xeas  sulijeii  In  pri\aie  entiy  by 
renuiiiiing-  unsold  after  an  oHer  at  public  sale,  or  that  it  was  purchasi'd  at  puiilie  sale.  In  the  pirfoinianc'e 
of  this  duty  the  strictest  accuracy  is  nei'essary  to  detect  tho  enurs  of  the  land  oilii'ors,  and  lo  prevent 
the  patents  being-  issued  erroneously,  either  as  to  the  names  of  the  patenb'cs  or  the  ti-ae|s  described. 

To  adjust  and  make  out  a  statement  of  liu'  ipiarierly  aecMimls  of  the  serial  )cci'i\-crs  of  public, 
moneys,  and  recording  ihe  sain<',  for  the  above  arrears  of  im^tiiig.  including  the  incidental  (■•irrespoiidencc 
Connected  therewith,  (amounting  to  one  hundred  and  eigliiy-four  iiuarlerly  accmnts,  e.\eiiisi\  e  nf  the 
seuii-annilal  statements  of  the  per  centum  allowed  (o  the  States  lb]-  road  purpo.^es,  )  would  la'ciipv  the 
time  of  one  clerk  at  least  one  year. —  i^See  statement  nnirked  E.) 

4.   Indcri-.-f  to  till-  rifirnl^  iif  pali'nlr:  f\)r  lfn>(.h  s-ilj   ami  fur  m'dilnnj  humiti/  htmh  /i/r  ,-.1  rr/Vc.-- //)  Ijir  lasl  var. 

The  inde.King  of  the  names  of  patentees  to  tin-  records  of  patents  for  lands  sold,  in  conseipn-nce  of  more 
pressing'  denninds  upon  the  time  of  the  ollice,  Jias  been  suspended  for  eh.'Veii  years,  with  the  excejilion  of 
a  .small  [lorlioii  uf  the  worlc  which  has  bi'cn  e.\ccute(l  within  the  last  six  montliw.  To  such  ;in  extent  have 
those  arrears  accumulated  as  to  (•reatc  great  endiarrassmciits  in  the  jironijit  discharge  of  dutv,  and  has 
beeji  the  cause  of  much  delay  and  consumiitiou  of  time  to  the  serii.'Us  injury  of  lln;  public  service.  The 
almost  daily  rei|uisitions  lor  exeniplilh;atiuns  of  the  recolds  <if  patents  to  supply  the  loss  ijf  the  originals, 
or  to  be  ii.sed  as  evidence  in  the  ailniinistration  of  justice,  render  it  necessary  that  these  indexes  should 
be  conij(let<'d  as  soon  as  possible.  Incluiling  the  records  of  patents  now  in  arrear,  separate  indexes  arc 
required  for  two  linndred.  and  forty-lour  volumes,  and  .geneial  indexes  for  three  hundreil  and  sixty-three 
volumes  of  the  cash  system;  separate  indexes  for  one  hundred  ,ind  hiurteen  volumes,  and  a  g'enei'al  index 
for  sixty-six  volumes  of  the  credit  system:  besides  a  general  index  for  tweh'e  volumes  of  the  rcorils  of 
militarj'  bounty  land  patents  for  servici's  in  the  last  war.  It  is  estimateil  that,  to  complete  these  index<'s, 
the  time  of  thirteen  active  clerks  would  be  em[)loyed  one  year. 

It  lias  also  becoine  01  great  aiiil  increasing'  importance  that  the  indexes  of  assignmculs  of  purchased 
lands,  which  have  be  11  neglected  since  flie  year  1824,  should  be  comiiletcd  as  soon  as  possible.  The 
numerous  applications  lor  transcripts  of  n  cords,  and  copies  of  title  ]ia]iers,  and  other  documents  in  these 
cases,  to  be  used  in  the  investi.gal  ion  of  hgal  titles  for  ju<lieial  decision,  and  in  the  settlement  of  intestate 

<?states,  and  the  necessity  of  a  prompt  t plianc'e  with  these  denmn<!s,  requires  that  every  facility  should 

be  provided  to  meet  evei'v  such  call  without  aii  injui'ious  inlerrupfiou  of  the  regular  routine  of  ollice  duty. 
To  conqilete  these  indi'Xes.  two  intelli.gent  and  industrious  clerks  would  be  prolitably  employed  at  least 
one  3'ear,  as  lhi_'  numerous  Hies  ot  ti'le  papers  surn'!i<li.'red  under  the  several  relief  laws  which  have  bei'U 
pas.sed  since  1S'2U  ^\■llnld  have  to  be  carefully  I'Xandiied.  For  aiiiore  [larlicular  view  of  this  branch  of 
arrears,  see  statemeni  marked  F. 

o      Uii'^hiinj  tcui-l  Im/ij/,:<  far  llo'  (•lllri(:<  nf  huid.-i  So/(/  //(  litf  .-tfCi'ml  loixl  tli.<tri!i.-:. 

There  a.e  requu'cd  to  be  o]ien(/d,  to  enable  the  accountants  t<i  conqilete  the  jiosling  of  sales  to  the 
close  of  the  year  ISol,  a  rpnintity  eipial  to  tlirce  hiuidred  and  forty-two  tract  books,  of  four  ijuires  each, 
ibr  lands  already  proclaimed  for  sale,  and  surveyed  and  prejiari'd  for  public  sah'.  The  act  of  the  5th 
April    last,  by  whieli    entries    are   periiiilted    in   ipi.arter-quart<'r   sections,  has   riaidered   double   the  usual 

nnnib<'r  of  tiaet    1 ks  necessary,  aial  increasetl  the  labors   of  ojicning  them  nearly  two-folil  for  the  same 

i]u.antiiy  of  ihe  public  domain.  It  will  occupy  the  tinii'  of  two  clerks  one  year  to  bi-ing  iqi  the  arrears  of 
this  branch  of  business.  In  tiuth,  1  do  not  believe  that  two  pi/rsons  can  perform  this  amount  of  labor, 
during  office  hours,  within  that  period. —  (See  annexed  statement,  nuirked  ('•.) 

i'<.    W'riliii'j,  rcrardinij,  c.nviiiiiiixj,  and  voiiqiariiir/ pa'rii/^  fur  lands  so/'7. 

On  the  lirst  day  of  the  present  year  there  were  more  than  forty-live  thousand  jialents  to  be  writti'U,^ 
recorded,  exandned',  and  compared  "for  lands  previously  sold  under  the  cash  system,  'fhis  arrear  of 
business  has  been  accumulating  for  many  years  f.r  want  of  sufficient  aid  in  the  office,  iintil  it  has  become^ 
a  S(un'ce  of  greiit  public  incoiivenienee'  and  the  cause  of  no  inconsiderable  jirivate  injury,  by  reason  of 
the  delay  in  furnishing  the  legal  title  to  purchas.rs.  At  least  fuuteen  clerks,  for  one  year,  would  be 
euqiloye'd  to  ]ierforni  this  duty,  'fiie  nmst  pressing  necessity  exists  to  have  this  work  done  with  all 
possible  despatch  consistent  with  that  careful  ai  leniion  \vliich  secures  accuracy.  After  the  patents  are 
written  and  recorded,  they  are  then  exandned  and  compared  by  three  jiersons  witii  the  recnrd  of  the  same 
and  the  title  papers  on  wldeh  tliev  aic  f  .undcd.  'f!ie  average  number  writti'ii  and  recorded  by  one  pr^rson 
during  offii'e  hours,  |ier  dav,  does  not  excee,!  twelve,  and  t!ie  number  examined  and  I'onqiared  by  three 
clerks,  jier  day.  is  about  three  hundred.  If  the  patents  couM  be  promptly  issued  on  receiving  tli<'  eertili- 
cates  of  pureiiasi'.  much  time  and  expense  wi.uld  be  saved  to  the  parties  in  interest,  and  t..  this  office,  hi 
those  cases  where  the  purchasers  die  bef.re  the  patents  are  issued,  in  proving  heirship,  furidshing  the 
probate  of  wills,  authentic  copies  of  lctt<'rs  of  admini-lration.  onhrs  .if  sale  by  the  local  tribunals  for  the 
]iaynient  of  debts,  and  the  subsequent  conv(  yaiices  to  pni-eliasers.  —  (See  stateaii'Ut  marked  II.) 

.  7.    E.ramiiiiiKj  ami  r<iiiij)I<iiii<j  Ihr  I Itl,-  jjaj „■,:-■  ,/  .<a>-/iradfd  <-asc.<  of  laiii/.-^  s^/d   u,id,r  llm  n-fd'd  xijstim.  and 

irriliai/  and  rann-dnaj  Ihr  jiatcnis  fa-  thf  saiiir. 

Till'  number  of  suspaided  ea-es  f..r  lands  ,-old,  in  which  the  title  p.qiers  are  m.l  complete,  amount  to 
two  thousand   two   hmidred   and   seventy-two,  nearly  all   of  which  are  under  the  credit  system,  and   have 
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been  suspended  fnnii  tljree  to  fifteen  years.  In  numerous  instances  the  right  to  patents  in  these  cases 
depends  on  legal  evidence  of  assignments,  proofs  of  heirship,  tlie  probate  of  wills,  the  regularity  and 
legality  of  sale's  by  executors  or  administrators,  or  on  executions  founded  on  final  judgments  of  competent 
trUmnals,  not  yet"  furnished  to  the  olBee  for  its  action  thereon.  The  labor  of  examining  these  papers, 
attending  to  the  necessary  correspondence  to  complete  the  titles,  and  writing  and  recording  the  patents 
for  the  same,  would  be  equal  to  the  services  of  two  clerks  one  year.— (Sec  statement  annexed,  marked  I.) 

8.  Isi.<iiiii<j  ccftijlcatcs,  under  tlie  ^ral  of  /he  office,  for  tracts  of  land  fjrardcd  to  Slates,  Territories,  and  corpj- 

rat ions  for  canal,  road,  and  other  jntrposes. 

This  branch  <if  office  duty  is  now  wholly  in  arrears.  The  number  of  tracts  granted  to  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  and  Alabama,  exceeds  twenty-nine  thousand  of  eighty  acres  each,  all  of  which  arc  to  be  entered 
on  the  tract  books  of  this  office,  and  colored  on  the  connected  and  township  maps;  transcripts  of  which 
entries,  to  the  respective  registers  of  the  proper  land  ofliccs,  and  certificates  of  the  lucation  thereof,  under 
the  several  acts  making  thedonations,  with  the  seal  of  the  office  affixed,  will  be  transmitted  to  the  several 
States  to  whom  these  grants  have  been  made.  This  amount  of  arrears  embraces  only  the  large  donations, 
and  is  exclusive  of  smaller  grants  to  political  and  other  C(.>rporations  in  these  and  other  States,  and  also 
exclusive  of  donations  to  the  Territories.  Time  does  not  admit  of  the  requisite  examination  to  ascertain 
the  amount  of  the  smaller  donations  and  grants  to  the  Territories. — (See  statement  marked  J.) 

9.  Aiidilinij  the  quarterh/  accounts  (f  the  surveyors  general  for  the  surveys  (f  the  public  lands  and  iJrivalc  land 

claims. 

In  consequence  of  the  want  of  sufficient  fi)rce  in  some  of  the  surveyurs  general's  offices,  and  the  embar- 
rassments therein  occasi(.)ned  by  numerous  private  land  claims,  many  returns  of  the  township  plats  have 
been  delayed,  without  which  the  accuracy  of  the  charges  for  surveying  cannot  be  tested,  nor  the  accounts 
therefor  adjusted.  Thirty-six  quarterly  accounts  of  the  surveyors  general,  up  to  the  close  of  the  third 
quarter  of  1832,  now  remain  to  be  adjusted  for  the  causes  above  stated.  To  make  out,  state,  and  record 
these  accounts,  and  attend  to  the  incidental  correspondence  connected  therewith,  will  require  the  time  of 
one  clerk,  acquainted  with  the  subject,  at  least  one  year.  For  a  more  particular  statement  of  these 
arrears,  see  document  hereunto  annexed,  marked  K. 

10.   Tlie  draughtsman's  department. 

Tiie  arrears  of  this  department  of  tlio  office,  with  o)ily  one  draughtsman  allowed  by  law,  have  been 
rapidly  increasing  for  many  years,  as  the  public  surveys  have  progressed  and  the  returns  thereof  made; 
and  in  consequence  of  the  almost  daily  interruption  of  the  regular  business  by  demands  for  copies  of 
plats  and  surveys  of  particular  tracts,  and  diagrams  of  disputed  boundaries  arising  from  errors  in  the 
early  surveys  south  of  Tennessee  and  in  Louisiana,  and  from  the  sin-veys  of  conflicting  private  land  claims, 
andfor  Indian  reservations  located  by  treaty.  There  arc  now  on  hand  six  hundred  township  plats  to  bo 
protracted  on  the  connected  district  maps;  to  do  which,  and  entering  the  subdivisions  in  the  bound 
volumes  of  plats,  made  necessary  by  the  act  of  the  5th  of  April  last  and  some  previous  laws  of  Congress, 
would  require  the  labor  of  a  competent  pci'son  one  year. 

On  the  28th  of  February,  1823,  a  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Senate  directing  to  be  prepared  and 
laid  bef  jrc  that  Ijody  at  its  next  session  maps  of  the  several  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri, 
Mississippi,  Alabama,  and  Louisiana,  and  the  Territories  of  Michigan,  xVrkansas,  and  Florida,  to  contain 
plats  of  the  public  lands  therein  which  had  been  surveyed  previous  to  the  first  day  of  that  year;  marking 
tliereon  those  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  had  not  been  extinguished,  and  distinguishing  by  colors  on 
the  plats  lands  granted  to  the  army,  lands  sold  by  the  United  States,  lands  granted  to  occupants  or  con- 
firmed to  persons  claiming  under  British,  French,  or  Spanish  titles,  and  also  such  surveyed  lands  as  remained 
unsiild;  tiie  number  of  acres  of  each  class,  and  the  quantity  surrendered  to  the  United  States  under  any 
law  fir  the  relief  of  purchasers,  together  with  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  debt  due  the  United  States 
from  purchasers  in  the  said  several  States  and  Territories.  No  means  were  provided  to  comply  with  this 
resolution  until  April,  1824,  when  threes  thousand  diillars  were  appropriated  for  that  purpose,  and  a 
draughtsman  to  make  the  maps,  and  two  persons  to  color  the  same,  were  appointed,  and  the  appropriation 
expended  in  the  payment  of  their  salaries.  But  a  small  portion  of  the  labor  required  was  performeil  by 
these  persons,  and  what  was  done,  either  from  incompetency  or  negligence,  was  found  to  be  so  very  inac- 
curate as  to  be  useless.  Since  that  period  a  part  of  this  service  has  been  performed  by  the  regular 
draughtsman  of  the  office,  and  by  an  assistant  occasionallj^  employed  and  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund 
of  tlie  department.  There  is  now  no  appropriation  for  such  object,  and  the  contingent  fund  of  this  office 
for  the  last  two  years  has  been  insufficient  to  meet  the  ordinary  charges  upon  it.  To  complete  this  work 
would  occupy  the  time  of  one  person,  acquainted  with  the  duty,  at  least  six  years. — (See  annexed  docu- 
ments L  and  M  and  statement  N.) 

Notwithstanding  the  magnitude  of  these  arrears,  being  equal  to  the  services  of  sixty-one  clerks  for 
one  year,  (see  annexed  summary  statement,  marked  0,)  I  am  convinced,  from  a  very  careful  and  particular 
examination,  that  the  estimate  is  rather  below  than  above  what  will  be  found  necessary  to  bring  up  the 
business  of  the  office  to  its  current  duties.  No  allowance  has  been  made  for  sickness  and  other  temporary 
or  unavoidable  absence  from  duty.  In  truth,  there  are  other  smaller  items  of  arrears  which  have  not  been 
enumerated  nor  included  in  the  estimate  herein  submitted.  That  they  are  all  of  a  character  greatly 
embarrassing  the  operations  of  the  office,  and  interposing  obstacles  to  the  daily  performance  of  its  ordinary 
duties,  must  be  manifest  to  every  person  acquained  with  the  routine  of  its  business. 

It  may  be  asked,  from  what  causes  have  these  arrears  accumulated?  I  answer,  from  the  physical  impos- 
sibility of  the  office  to  discharge  all  the  duties  required  of  it  by  law  with  the  force  provided  for  that  pur- 
pose; from  the  unfortunate  reduction  of  tiie  clerks,  in  1827,  fn.im  twenty-two,  exclusive  of  the  draughtsman, 
to  sixteen,  at  a  period  when  many  of  the  arrears  existed  which  have  been  herein  enumerated,  and  wiien  a 
considerable  porticin  oi'  the  business  under  the  relief  system  remained  either  entirely  unilis]):^ed  of  or  but 
partially  com|ileted;  fiuni  the  rapid  increase  of  the  sales  of  the  imlilic  lands,  and  the  adilitimial  duties 
iiupdsed  by  the  relief  laws  and  other  acts  of  Congress  passed  since  the  year  1826;  from  the  establishment 
ol  additional  land  olfiees  and  surveying  districts,  and  the  numerous  reservations  contained  in  Indian 
treaties,  with  the  consequent  labor  of  cxamimition  and  investigation  jirevious  to  the  sales  and  conveyances 
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(if  tlio  same  iiiuler  the  sniiclinu  i.C  tlii>  rrcsiilciil ;  rn.in  llic  m.niy  --laiits  of  piililir  lainls  fur  rajial,  im;i.1,  :,,ii1 
otlier  piirpuses;  and  IVdiii  a  .^;-rca,l  acrcssimi  ,<{'  iiiisccllancnus  Imsincss  williiii  the  last  llircc  .  a-  loiii'  vrars, 
nut  ]irc'viousl3' deniandeil  of  till' nllicc. 

Tlio  relief  laws  uf  .Maieli  2,  l^-l\,  Aiiril  '20,  lSii-_>,  March  :;,  1S2:!,  .May  IS,  1S21,  and  Mav  t,  ls2i!,  in 
till-  pruceSN  of  their  n]ierati<ai  linuidaled  a  hind  deht  .luc  In  the  ,!j,-..venunen'l  lif  ahuiit  lirnil ij-lini  iitilli,,ii.<  of 
(hillars,  and  required  the  postin.i;-  and  balanein.u;  at  least  ^irhj  /hdiiminl  individual  aeeonnts  of  |)incliasers. 
The  (irovisions  of  these  laws,  Avith  the  exception  of  those  of  182(1,  did  not  expire  nnlil  the  year  1.sl"J,  two 
years  after  the  force  of  the  uflice  had  been  rednced;  and  at  the  time  of  its  redaction  there  were  an  inniiense 
nnndier  of  suspended  cases  of  a  coniiilicated  character,  invnlving-,  in  the  conrse  an<l  [iro^-ress  of  their  examina- 
tion, a  voluminons  corresiiundence  with  the  snrveyois,  land  ollicers,  and  the  jiarties  inti'rested.  'i'he  aiicais 
of  the  bureaus  of  private  land  claims  and  military  honnty  lands  were  then  equal  or  LCreater  than  at  thi' 
]n-esent  period.  In  addition  to  the  rapid  increase  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  since  the  year  is^i'i.  with 
the  g-reat  arrear  of  patents  at  the  close  of  that  year  for  lands  sold  under  the  credit  systeiii,  it  should  bi' 
remarked  that  the  numlier  of  tracts  subsequently  sold  under  the  cash  system  exceed  by  nmre  than 
cif/htcf'n  thoii:^and  the  whole  number  of  patents  issued  of  every  class  and  descrii)tion  to  the  em'l  uf  the  year 
1830,  ten  weeks  after  the  administration  of  the  office  was  placed  in  my  hands. — (See  annexed  staleinen't  I'.j 

Besides  the  relief  laws  referred  to,  three  others  have  been  passed  since  the  rednctinn  of  the  force  of 
the  office,  to  wit,  the  acts  of  March  21,  182S,  March  31,  1830,  and  February  25,  Is:;!,  in  addition  to  the 
several  pre-emption  laws,  which  have  thrown  a  Considerable  increase  of  labor  on  the  oilice  and  greatlv 
interfered  with  its  more  regular  course  of  duties.  It  should  also  bo  observed  that  since  the  yi/ar  lS2(i  six 
additional  land  offices  and  two  surveying  districts  have  been  cstablishcil,  which  now  inen-ases  the  l)usiness 
of  the  office  equal  to  the  labor  of  two  clerks.  I  have  not  named  the  scrip  laws,  which  increased  the  aggre- 
gate <if  duties,  because  the  ajipropriation  of  fnur  extra  clerks  to  that  service  has  been  nearly  equal  to  the 
additional  labor  required  to  execute  them. 

The  above  may  be  considered  as  the  most  pronuncnt  causes  which  have  produced  the  present  comlitioii 
and  ag-gregate  of  arrears  of  this  oflice,  although  others  of  minor  importance  nnght  be  enumerated  which 
have  proportionably  contributed  thereto. 

II.    TOE  ADDITIOXAL  XIMBER  OF  CLERKS  XECESS.iUV,   .\M>    OF  INCREASIXG  THE  CoMrEXS.VrioX  <lF  THo~E  AT  THE  HEADS  OF 

r.lREACS. 

In  the  three  annual  reports  of  the  operations  of  this  office  which  it  has  bei.'U  luy  duty  to  make  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  I  have  faithfully  ex|)osed  some  of  the  arrears  of  business  which  I  found  on  first 
entering  uj>on  the  administration  of  its  concerns  and  the  constant  accumulation  of  new  and  other  duties 
required  by  the  numerous  acts  of  legislation  connected  with  the  dispositinn  of  the  pulilic  domain,  and  truly 
stated  the  necessity  of  additional  aid  to  liring  up  tin'  arrears  and  carry  i.ai  the  curi<ail  business  with  that 
facility  which  the  interest  of  the  government  and  that  nf  individuals  impcriiaisly  required.  Tn  remedy 
the  existing  evils,  and  secure  to  individuals  their  just  claims  to  a  prompt  discharge  of  public  duty,  I 
would  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety'  of  enq)loying  in  this  office,  from  and  after  the  oUth  of  June  next, 
one  clerk  at  a  compensation  of  $1,700  per  anninn,  one  at  $1,500,  five  at  $1,400,  ten  at  $1,150,  and  thirteen 
at  $1,000 — in  the  whole,  thirty  regular  clerks,  which  is  an  addition  of  fourteen  tn  iho  pri'sent  number;  also 
one  draug'htsnian  at  $1,500  and  two  assistant  draughtsmen  at  $1,150  each,  and  one  messenger  at  $700, 
and  two  assistant  messengers  at  $350  each. 

With  this  force  in  the  office,  the  person  receiving  a  compensation  of  $1,700  per  annum  will  be  tin' 
dnrf cirri-,  who,  in  addition  to  his  other  qualifications,  must  have  a  particular  knowledge  of  the  laws  and 
parts  of  laws  having  anj'  relation  to  or  connexion  with  the  laud  .system  of  the  United  States,  including 
private  land  claims,  military  bounty  lands,  all  reservations  contained  in  Indian  treaties,  and  donations  to 
States,  Territ(.iries,  corporations,  and  individuals,  and  of  the  manner  and  form  in  which  these  laws  arc 
executed.  lie  is  also  re(iuired  to  possess  a  knnwleilge  (jf  the  details  nf  office  duty,  through  ail  the  rann- 
ficatiniis  of  its  multiplied  ci.incerns:  and,  under  tli"  Cnniini-^sinner.  has  a  general  supi-rintendence  over 
tlic  other  clerks  (if  the  office,  and  the  bnnks,  rcc.irds,  and  lih-s  nf  pajicrs  which  cnnst  itutc  its  archives. 
In  addition  to  which,  among-  other  duties,  he  is  eli.ii'ged  with  tlie  imn:ense  niiscclhnicnu.s  cnrrespnndence 
of  the  office,  frequently  requiring  an  extensivi.'  ixaminatinu  ._>f  the  laws,  circulais  of  instructinn.  previnus 
decisions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasiny  nn  the  .same  subject,  and  ihe  ]irinciplcs  s<'ttled  by  the  Suprenn' 

Court  of  the  United  States.     To  accomjilish  this  ardunus  duty,  the  ti .allntted  fnr  Imsiness  is  iiisullicient. 

and  he  is  nften  compelled  to  devote  his  nmrnings  aial  evenings,  b(_lic.-r  imd  after  nllicc  Imnrs,  tn  the  public 
service,  without  any  additional  compensation  llierefnr. 

The  clerk  proposed  at  $1,500  ]ier  anniun  is  di/signcd  tn  ha\-c  charge  nf  all  the  fiscal  npci-atinns  of  tlie_ 
office  connected  with  the  sales  of  public  land,-':  tn  adjust,  make  nut.  and  rccnrd  the  (iii.iitcily  accimnts  of 
the  receivers  of  pidjlic  moneys;  to  conduct  all  the  cnncsimndence  witii  the  rcgistias  and  receivers  in 
relatinn  to  their  monthly  and  quarterly  returns;  and  tn  h.ave  a  general  sap(  rvisinn  over  the  otficial  con- 
duct of  the  posters  and  aecnuntants  (if  the  oifice.  As  ilie  ai-counts  of  all  the  land  olHcers,  a.s^also  those 
of  the  siu'veyors  general,  are  audited  by  the  Cnnnnissinner.  and  transmitted  directly  to  the  First  Comp- 
troller of  thii'  Treasurv,  witlmut  being  .subndtted  in  the  exaniinatinn  nf  any  ntlier  Imreau,  this  clerk  will 
be  required  tn  pnsse.ss  the  .lualilicatinns  nf  the  First  .\uditnr  .if  the  Treasury  Deliartment,  in  ailjusting 
accounts,  and  an  intimate  and  fimiliar  acquaintance  with  all  the  laws  for  the  sale  of  the  public  d(.imain, 
and  with  the  details  of  business  cniinected  therewith.  A  persnn  thus  cnmpetent,  I  dn  nnt  believe  can  be 
procured  for  a  compensatiim  h'ss  than  the  niie  suggested. 

I  have  proposed  five  clerks,  at  .si, 10(1  pia-  annum,  nne  nf  which  is  intended  tn  be  an  assistant  nf  the 
chief  clerk;  one  to  have  charge  nf  the  bureau  nf  private  land  claims;   nne,  of  the  buivan  nf  military  bnunty 

lands,  including  the  issue  of 'scrip:  ,  nf  ihe  bnivau  nf  patents,  having  iliarge  nf  the  recnrds  nl  iiatents, 

with  their  title' papers,  the  superinten.lence  nf  the  patent  writers,  and  the  exemplilicatinn  nf  the  recnrds 
nf  patents,  and  the  copies  of  all  title  papers  and  nther  dncuments  iurnished  undi'r  the  seal  nf  the  office; 
and  one  to' have  charge  of  tin-  bureau  nf  examiners,  wherein  are  cnnqian'd  the  patents  with  tiie  records 
thereof,  and  the  title  I'^ajMa-s  nn  which  they  are  fnnnded.  belnre  the  sign;iture  nf  the  President  is  re(picsted, 

nr  that  nf  the  Cnmmissinner.  nr  the  seal  \a'  II Ilice  is  pennitted  tn  be  affixed,      'fids  Imreau  assnrts  and 

tiles  the  cerlilicates  ^A'  purchase,  and.  wlien  nn|  engaged  in  its  ;q.[.rn|aiate  business,  is  eiuplnyed  in 
writing  and  recording  patents,  or  indexing  the  rectuds  oi   the  s.ime. 

Ti'U  clerks  are  proposed  at  $1,150  each;  eight  of  which  are  designed  fa-  pnsteis  and  accountants  of 
lands  sold;  one  to  be  em]ilnved  in  the  bureau  nf  private  land  claims;  and  mu'  in  tli<'  bureau  nf  patents. 
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Tlic  tliirteeu  clerks  rcciiniiiicndcd  at  $1,000  each  are  intended  to  be  employed  as  follows:  one  with 
the  chief  clerk,  to  record  letters  and  oflicial  statements  and  reports;  one  in  tlie  bureau  of  private  land 
claims;  one  in'the  bureau  of  military  bounty  lands;  two  in  the  bureau  of  examiners;  and  eig-ht  in  writing 
and  recording-  patents,  and  in  making-  copies  of  such  docuuicnts  as  may  be  re<|uireil  in  connexion  with 
the  sales  of  Tand  under  the  cash  system. 

A  draughtsman  is  proposed  at  a  salary  of  $1,500  per  annum,  and  t\\-o  assistant  draughtsmen  at  §1,150 
each,  llere^tofore  the  otlico  has  had  but  one  draughtsman  at  $1,150,  and  occasionally  an  assistant  at 
$1,000  per  annum,  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund.  The  arrears  of  this  branch  of  business  are  rajjidly 
increasing,  and  the  surveys  of  more  than  four  hundred  townships  have  already  been  made,  and  will  be 
returned  as  fast  as  the  very  limited  means  of  the  surveyors  general  will  admit.  The  auditing  of  all  the 
surveying  accounts  properly  belongs  to  this  department  of  the  oflice,  in  addition  to  an  intimate  acquaintance 
with  all  The  laws  in  relation  to  the  private  land  claims  and  the  surveys  of  the  public  lands,  besides  the 
peculiar  skill  of  a  draughtsman  and  the  science  of  surveying.  1  have  now  no  person  competent  to  super- 
intend the  discliarge  of  all  these  duties.  The  talents  and  acquirements  necessary  for  this  service  cannot 
be  procured  for  the  compensation  now  allowed  by  law.  I  have  tendered  the  situation  to  several  persons 
whom  I  believed  to  be  competent,  but  who  declined  the  offer  on  the  g-round  that  the  pay  was  inadequate. 
I  deem  it  indispensably  necessary  I'or  Congress  to  make  the  proposed  provision  for  tliis  service,  to  secure 
to  the  government  and  to  individuals  interested  their  respective  rights  and  the  benefits  resulting-  from  a 
correct  discharge  of  duty. 

The  messenger  and  two  assistants  herein  recommended  are  7io\v  euipl<iyed  in  the  olHce,  though  one  of 
tliem  is  paid  out  of  its  contingent  fund. 

Witli  this  additional  number  of  permanent  clerks,  if  the  ordinary  business  should  not  greatly  increase, 
and  with  a  special  appropriation  of  $5,000,  to  be  expended  in  writing  and  recording  patents  out  of  the 
office,  it  is  believed  the  arrears  would  be  brought  up  in  four  years,  and  the  current  business  performed  in 
the  meantime;  at  the  exjiiratiou  of  which  period  the  whole  force  would  be  required  to  discharge  its  ordi- 
nary duties;  but  it  is  impossible  accuratel}'  to  estimate  the  future  increase  of  business,  as  it  will  depend 
much  on  future  legislation.  Tiie  act  of  the  5th  of  April  last,  by  which  cjuartor-quarter  sections  are  per- 
mitted to  be  entered,  has  increased  tlie  labor  of  posting,  of  examining-  the  accounts  of  sales,  and  of 
writing,  recording,  and  comparing  the  patents  at  least  fifty  per  cent.  During-  the  last  year  tlie  demand 
for  copies  of  patents  was  equal  to  an  average  of  two  per  day,  and  for  copies  of  other  documents  and  title 
papers  greatly  exceeding  that  of  any  previous  year.  This  branch  of  duty  must  continue  to  increase  as 
the  sales  and  the  settlements  extend  in  the  vast  region  of  the  west.  And  it  should  be  remembered  that 
the  calls  made  by  Congress  and  its  committees  for  information,  statements,  and  reports,  employ  at  least 
four  clerks  six  weeks  during  the  short  and  two  months  during-  the  long-  session,  exclusive  of  the  time 
occupied  in  answering-  the  inquiries  of  members  on  subjects  not  of  legislative  action.  I  would  also 
remark  that  the  duties  of  the  clerks  of  this  office,  with  few  exceptions,  arc  of  a  peculiar  character, 
demanding  a  high  degree  of  talent,  and  a  greater  labor  of  investigation  than  is  necessary  for  some  of  the 
bureaus  of  the  government.  Comparatively,  there  is  very  little  that  is  merely  mechanical,  except  the 
writing-  and  recording-  patents  f(jr  lands  sold.  The  operations  of  forty-eight  land  officers  and  seven  sur- 
veying districts  are  all  examined,  and  the  accuracy  of  their  proceedings  tested  and  ascertained  by  this 
olfi'K'  before  the  government  can  definitely  act  thereon;  and  when  it  is  considered  that  the  land  titles  of 
7iearly  three  millions  of  [)eoi)lo  depend  upon  the  correctness  with  which  the  duties  of  this  office  are  per- 
formed, the  importance  of  the  subject  will  be  forcibly  presented  to  every  impartial  mind,  and  to  the 
justice  and  decision  of  Congress. 

HI.  ox  THE  SUR.IECT  OF  THE  EXPEDIEXCY  OF  SO  MODIFYIN'O  THF.  L.VWS  FOR  THE  SURVEYS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  L.».NDS 
AS  .\RE  REQUIRED  RY  TIIE  PUBLIC  IXTERE.ST  AXD  TH.\T  OF  IXDIVIDUALS,  AXP  AS  TO  TIIE  XATURE  AXD  AMOUXT 
OP  THE  ARREARS  OF  TIIE  SEVERAL  SURVEY'ORS  GEXERAL,  AXD  THE  I'ROPRIETY  OF  MAKING  PROVISION  FOR 
BRIXGIXf;  UP  THE  SAME  AS  SOOX  AS  PRACTICABLE,  AXD  AS  TO  TIIE  PROPRIETY  OF  REQUIRING  THE  FIELD-NOTES 
TO    BE    DEPOSITED    IX    THE    GEXERAL    LAXD    OFFICE. 

In  reference  to  the  second  resolution,  I  have  ti>  advise  the  committee  that  there  are  numernus  defects 
in  the  existing  laws  relative  to  sui'veying' the  pufilic  lands 

I.  As  the  survey  of  the  public  lands  must  exliibit  their  connexion  with  the  ailjacent  iirivate  claims, 
the  former  cannot  be  completed  until  the  lines  of  the  latter  are  known  to  the  surveyors.  The  surveyors 
cannot  compel  the  claimants  to  show  their  lines,  and  hence  the  public  surveys,  however  great  the  demand 
for  them,  cannot  proceed  in  consequence  of  the  embarrassments  of  the  private  claims. 

3.  Under  the  existing-  laws  there  is  no  authority  to  disregard  claims  even  when  there  is  every  reason 
to  believe  tliey  were  confirmed  either  by  forged  or  antedated  papers. 

3.  I.  nder  the  existing  laws  the  maximum  prices  are  such  as,  under  various  circumstances,  to  jirevent 
the  government  from  effecting  most  important  surveys.  The  running  of  meridian  and  liase  lines  cannot 
be  executed  in  that  peculiarly  accurate  manner  that  the  law  intends  for  anything-  like  tlie  maximum 
price  of  ordinary  surveying.  It  is  necessary  that  the  meridian  and  basis  parallel  lines  be  doubly 
chained.  The  survey  of  the  worst  kind  of  cane-brakes  is  also  a  duty  too  ardu<ius  to  f)c  cfFected  at  the 
ordinary  rates.  The  department  has  for  years  been  endeavoring  to  cause  a  eonnexiim  of  the  pnlilic 
surveys  with  the  line  of  demarcation  between  the  States  of  Illinois  and  Indiana,  (run  l>y  agreement 
between  and  by  the  direction  and  authority  of  those  two  States,)  but  nevei-  could,  accomplish  the  object 
by  reason  of  the  maximum  price  being-  utterly  inadequate  to  eflfect  the  desired  survey.  Important  objects 
of  survey,  both  to  the  government  and  to  individuals,  aie  not  necessarily  of  sullicient  consideration  and 
magnitude  for  surveyors  to  undertake  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  or  four  "dollars  per  mile.  The  instances 
are  too  numerous  to  undertake  to  designate  minutely. 

There  is  highly  valuable  property  owned  by  the  government  in  the  vicinity  of  Xew  Orleans,  which 
never  can  be  ascertained  at  the  present  prices.  The  surveyors  might  not  earn'  laborers'  wages  on  their 
mileage  in  ascertaining  the  boundaries  of  these  lands.  Every  consideration,  both  of  utility  and  propriety, 
therefore  suggests  that  a  discretionary  power  should  exist  somewhere  to  accomplish  the"p,.Tposes  of  the 
lav.-  when  the  jiresent  prices  arc  insufficient. 

■i.  'fhe  surveyors  general  are  required  by  the  regulation  of  the  department  to  take  bonds  from  tieir 
deputies.  They  should  bi'  rccpiired  by  positive  provision  of  law  to  do  so.  and  tile  law  should  provide 
that  all  delects  ol  siirviy  or  omission  to  fullil  the  condition  ol'  llicir  bond  sliould  be  recoverable  bv  legal 
proceedings. 
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5.  The  cxistili,!;-  in-.ivisidiis  nf  l;i\v  rci|niir  ilii'  siir\('y,irs  ^■(■ll^l•.■ll  In  riirnish  willi  llic  ln\\i]slii|i  |,lals, 
iiistcMil  (if  i-ii|,ii's  i>t'  tiir  liflil-iiiitcs  .if  Mir\-cv.  ;i  (Idriinicnl  wliicli  is  riillcil  :i  ilcsrri|)l  inn  of  lijc  |.i\vnslii|), 
wliirli  sliows  tlio  (juality  uT  llic  laiuls  nii  llic  scctiiinal  lines  and  ItI  wm^n  llm  coi-ni'i'  pnsls,  and  also  I'dris 
to  tile  riiaruLder  oi'tiic  cornrr  jiosls  oi-  l.carin.n'  I  ires.  'I'licso  drsri-i|)l  ions,  Ik  a\c\ci-,  answci-  not  tlm 
pnr|)OSO  of  tlio  Ik'ld-notcs,  and  no  in-otrart  ions  can  Ifc  made  IV.  mi  I  liom.  'rhc  ori'^dnal  !io|d-iio|i\s  arc  in 
the  offices  of  the  survey<irs  i;-i'neral.  No  copies  of  ihian  arc  cxianl  fy  law.  ami  if  llie  oiij^dnals  should 
b(>  lost  by  tlie  burning-  down  of  tlic  sui\cyois  olliccs,  or  otliciwisc,  ihere  is  no  record  of  the  survey 
ill  existence. 

In  the  year  182"  the  sni'\-eyoi-'s  (iflice  at  Fhn'cncc,  for  the  State  of  Alahania.  was  camsunied  by  lire, 
ami  all  the  original  reei.irds  were  destroyed.  It  so  haiipeiied,  liowcver,  that  the  sni\-eyor  ueniial  had 
rendered  to  the  General  Land  Olliee  copies  of  the  liehl-iiotes,  from  tiiui^  to  time,  instead  of  llie  dcs.aipl  i\  c 
notes  recjuireil  by  law.  Tiiis  olliee  \vas  therelor<'  enabled  to  snp)ily  the  loss  of  those  originals,  aial  did 
supply  copies  of  sucli  as  hail  bi'cn  furnished.  Ibit  as  the  predi  ci'ssor  i^f  liie  sni-\-eyor  had  fiirnishi'd 
descriptive  notes,  as  reiplired  by  la  w,  and  not  the  lield-liotes,  heiu'c  lli.ac  were  no  records  of  (hose  snrvevs 
in  this  oflicc.  The  loss  of  the  (iri.ginals  is  therefore  not  to  he  supplied.  Ileiice  the  r^'Cords  ol'  surveys 
are  lost  for  a  great  portion  of  the  State  of  Ahibama. 

In  order  to  remedy  ^\•llat  arc  ri'garded  as  defects  in  the  exisling  system,  i  heg  leave  to  propose  to 
the  consideration  of  the  comniiltc'c  the  accompanying  programme  of  a  bill  "  for  regulating  and  facilitat  ing 
the  making  of  public  surveys  of  the  lands  of  the  bnited  States,  and  rendering  reluins  thereof  to  the 
General  Land  Office." — (nocunicnt  marked  (^.) 

111  reference  to  the  third  resolution,  I  bi'g  leave  to  submit  *o  the  t mittec  a  ci.py  of  certain  docu- 
ments submitted  to  the  Coniiuittee  of  Ways  and  .Mi'ans  of  the  House  of  Keprcsentalix-es,  being  as  follows: 

A  letter  from  the  Commissioner  to  the  chairnian  of  said  committee,  dale. 1  .laimary  7,  1833,  witli 
accomiianying  documents  to  explain  the  various  objects  of  apiiropriation  for  public  lauds  and  the 
surveyors  offices,  submitted  toC(Uigress  in  the  treasury  estimates  h.ir  tlie  year  Is:;:;.  .V  co|)yof  a  circular 
letter  fnun  this  office  to  the  surveyors  g'ciieral  on  the  subject  of  the  arrears  of  their  ns^iective  offices, 
dated  September  13,  1832,  and  copies  of  such  replies  as  have  liecn  rccci\'.'(l  thereto. — (D.icument 
marked  H.) 

1  also  beg  leave  to  sn.l.mit  to  the  committi'e  a  synopsis  (.hicimieni  mark.'.l  S  )  of  the  iid'ormati(.n 
contained  in  the  re|ili(.'S  IV.iiu  tin'  sur\'cy.irs,  as  far  as  it  has  bei.ai  f  mud  practicabl,'  to  arrange  and  classify 
the  subjects  of  their  repilics.  1  have  to  remaik  that  there  have  not  yet  been  rci-eivc.l  replies  fr.iiu  the 
surveyiirs  general  of  Louisiana,  an.!  Arkansas.  N.'ither  i..f  thi.-sc  offices  can  be  saiil  yet  to  have  got  into 
operation.  The  latter  office,  from  recent  advices,  had  not  pr.icuri'd  fr.iiii  St.  L.mis  all  the  books,  papers, 
and  documents  ordered  to  be  transierred  t.i  his  surveying  deiiartmeiit  by  the  law  of  the  last  session  of 
Coiig'ress,  in  consequence  (if  the  great  amount  of  tianscribin.g  to  be  .lone  where  the  original  records  (jf 
surveys  in  Arkansas  could  not  be  separated  i'rom  those  iA'  Illinois  and  .Missouri. 

In  reference  to  these  iinpiortaiit  objects,  I  beg  leav(.'  to  present  to  the  view  of  the  committee  the 
accompanying  programme  of  "a  bill  in  relation  to  the  arrears  of  Inisincss  iu  the  ollici/s  of  the  surveyors 
general  of  the  L'nited  States,  and  for  otlier  purposes,"  (document  marked  T, )  aii.l  to  refr  to  the  treasury 
estimates  for  the  year  1833,  for  the  amounts  of  -which  the  department,  with  a  dui'  ri'fcrenee  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  ojects  set  forth,  deemed  it  expedient  to  propose  to  be  allotted  to  each  surveyor  general. 
With  great  respect,  vmir  olicdieut  servant, 

ELI.IAU  Il.VVWAKD. 

lion.  Loris  McL.ixe,  Secretory  i if  Ihc  Trra.-otri/. 


A. 

Slaleiuiiil  .-■■h'liriti,/  an  csfimate  af  the  private  rlaimx  coiifirined  luj  the  lau-g  <f  tlie  United  Slate.-:,  n-itli  a  nottce  of 

Indian  7r.'fervat i'ln.-i  mode  In/  treaty. 

Lorisi.\N.\ — Soiithea.<tern  di.^-lriii. 

There  have  been  coulirmed  in  this  district  about  2,040  claims,  and  the  laii.l  olliee,  under  an  act  of  the 
last  session,  is  now  open  for  the  examination  of  claims  not  lieretofore  coiilirmcd. 

No  patent  certificates  have  becu  rcccivc(l  at  this  oflicc,  and  consequently  u..iie  of  the  conlirmed  claims 
have  been  patented.  Some  . if  the  t.iwiiship  plalshave  been  received,  and  the  surveys  are  progressing. 
It  may  therefore  be  reasonably  expecti'd  that  many  jiateuts  will  be  demanded  befu'e  the  close  of  this  year. 

Lnrisi.\x.\ — Siiolhn-c.^lrrn  and  ixrrthern  (7(.</;'/c/s. 

In  these  districts  about   3,270  claims  have   Ihmii  c..nlirmed;  .me  hnu.lrcd   aial  tw-enty-oiie  cases  have 

been  patented,  and  about   500  certificates   arc  now  in   tl ffice  for  pati'Uting.     The  greater  portions  of 

the  districts  in  which  these  claims  are  situatcil  have  been  surveyed,  ami  the  patent   certificates  U<y  most 
of  them  must  be  expected  in  a  short  time. 

Liinsi.vx.v — .87.  Helena  di.-^trict. 

Alxuit  3,100  claims  liave  been  cnlirmed  iu  this  district,  and  nearly  th.'  wh.de  ..f  the  district  has  been 
surveyed  and  tlic  plats  returned  to  this  olliee.  AVith  due  diligence  on  the  part  of  the  land  officers  it  is 
reasonal)lo  to  suppose  that  upwards  of  2,0il0  certificates  may  be  forwarded  for  patent  in  less  than  one 
year.     None  of  the  claims  in  this  district  have  been  patented,  no  certificates  having  been  received. 

Mississirri —  JVadiinijton  (?/s/;-/c/-. 

The  claims  confirmed  in  this  district  am  , nut  to  1,100.  Of  this  nuiuber,  although  all  the  certificates 
have  been  issued  and  delivered  to  the  claimants,  but  about  sixty  have  been  patented.  The  whole  ot  the 
district  was  surveyed  many  years  ;igo,  but,  in  conseipience  of  errors   therein,  many  t.iwuship  i>lats  will 
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have  to  be  rc-cxaiiiincd   pn-parutory'to  making-  the  corrections  required.     Tlie  causes,  iiowover,  wliicli 
have  prevented  tiie  chiiiiiants  I'roni  presenting-  tlieir  certilicates  for  patents  are  not  known  to  this  office. 

MississiiTi  AND  Alah-vm.v — ,St.  Stpjylien's  and  AufjuMa  distrkin. 

Within  these  districts  about  700  claims  liave  been  confirmed.  Not  more  tlian  fifteen  or  twenty  cer- 
tificates have  been  presented  and  patented,  but,  as  a  great  part  of  the  surveys  Jiave  been  executed,  most 
of  the  certificates  may  be  issued  during-  the  next  year. 

Florida. 

In  this  territory  upwards  of  1,300  claims  have  been  confirmed.  About  100  certificates  were  received 
durin>'-  the  last  year,  but  which  had  to  be  returned  in  consequence  of  informalities.  These  certificates, 
with  others  for  the  claims  already  surveyed,  should  have  been  received  ore  this,  and  the  surveys  are  in 
progress.    Many  demands  for  jiatents  are  expected  during  the  present  year. 

Missouri  and  Arkansas. 

In  Missouri  and  Arkansas  upwards  of  3,500  claims  liave  been  confirmed,  and  a  board  of  commissioners 
is  iHjw  in  session  at  St.  Louis  deciding-  upon  other  claims. 

Rather  more  than  500  claims  have  been  patented,  and,  as  the  tracts  of  country  in  which  the  claims 
are  situated  are  almost  entirelj'  surveyed,  the  certificates  can  shortly  be  issued  for  the  whole  of  them.  It 
is  known  that  near  1,000  patent  certificates  have  been  issued  by  the  recorder  which  have  not  lieen  (ire- 
sented  for  patents  in  consequence  of  the  iiiattenti<in  of  the  parties  interested. 

Indiana —  Viiiccnnca  (lislrlvL 

There  have  been  confirmed  in  this  district  about  1)00  claims,  of  which  abi.iut  forty  have  been  patented, 
and,  as  they  arc  all  surveyed,  nothing  but  the  inattention  of  the  parties  prevents  the  issuing-  of  patent 
certificates  for  these  claims. 

Illinois  and  Michigan. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  ascertain  the  number  of  claims  in  Illinois  and  Michigan  which  have  been 
confirmed.  A  large  portion  of  them  have,  however,  been  patented,  but,  as  they  have  all  been  surveyed, 
patents  can  at  any  time  lie  demanded  for  fliose  remaining,  which  must  amount  to  several  hundred. 

Indian  claims. 

Some  of  these  claims  have  been  patented;  others  have  been  latelj'  located,  and  require  certificates  to 
bo  issued;  while  there  are  some  yet  unlocated.  The  exact  number  of  reservations  made  by  the  several 
treaties  has  not  been  ascertained,  but  they  exceed  five  hundred,  and,  especially  in  cases  of  transfer,  &c., 
involve  more  labor  than  the  ordinary  cases  of  private  claims.  In  addition  to  this  number,  it  appears  by 
the  published  abstract  of  the  Choctaw  treaty  of  1830  that  provision  is  made  for  granting-  about  1,700 
reserves,  exclusive  of  those  to  be  granted  to  such  Indians  as  may  cultivate  a  certain  number  of  acres  for 
a  few  years,  and  to  the  several  members  of  their  families.  By  the  treaty  of  March  last  with  the  Creek 
Indians  numerous  reservations  arc  also  granted,  but  this  office  has  not,  at  present,  the  means  of  ascer- 
taining- their  number. 


B. 

Slatcmcnl  in  relation  to  the  indexing  of  the  private  claimt!. 

Indexes  in  favor  of  the  "present  claimants"  have  been  made  out  in  the  following-  cases: 

Claims. 

St  Helena  distiict 3,  655 

Jackson  Court-llouse  district 1,  013 

Missouri  and  Arkansas , 6,  159 

In  the  Louisiana  districts 5,  028 

In  Florida 2,  116 

In   Michigan 1,  247 

In  Wasliington  distri(;t,  Mississippi 1,  863 


Total  lunnber  indexed  to  present  claimants 21,  681 


Claims!  not  indexed. 

Indiana 1,408 

Illin..is 3,  022 

Louisiana  districts 2,  379 

St.  Stephen's  district •;  363 


Total  number  to  lie  indexed  to  iiresent  claimants 7,  172 


Total  nnmbcr  to  be  indexed  in  th(^  names  of  the  original  claimants 28,  853 
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C. 

Slalemcnt  of  Ihe  arrears  in  Ihe  bureau  af  j^rirale  land  ilaim.'^,  vith  an  vMimalc  </  (lie  rcjuisilc  number  o/'  derl-)! 

to  bring  up  flie  basinef:,^  in  one  t/rar. 

Examining-  and  collating-  the  title  papers,  aiid  att(^ndiiig  to  tin'  necessary  cii-respondcncc  to  prrfcct 

till,'  titles  of  GOO  claims,  and  writing  and  i-ecor<ling  the  piitcnts  tor"  the  same [J. 

Indexing  the  names  of  the  original  and  present  claimants ^T 

Transcribing-  the  orig-inal  report  of  tla?  commissioners 4" 

Total :^ 

flaking  references  o]i  the  ropurts  not  estimated. 


D. 

A  stalemenl  e.rhibilinf!  the  items  of  arrear.-i  in  the  mililarijbounli/  land  In-oneh  of  the  General  Land  O/Jiee,  with 
an  estimate  of  the  number  of  cler/cs  required  to  briny  up  the  busini'ss  in  one  i/ear. 

Examining-  the  title  papers,  attending-  to  the  necessary  correspondence  and  instructions  to  perfect 

the  titles  of  three  hundred  surveys,  and  writing-  and  recording-  patents  for  the  same l^J- 

Indexing-  the  names  of  persons  to  whum  United  States  military  warrants  have  issued,  and  patents 

g-ranted  tlieretVir 1 

Transcribing-  the  war  ofHce  registry-  of  warrants  and  surveys  patented 2" 

Total 4 


E. 

A  statement  of  the  arrears  of  posting  the  entries  and  aceounts  of  land  sold,  and.  auditing  the  accounts  of  receivers 
of  public  moneys,  ivith  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  clerks  necessanj  to  bring  up  the  business  in  one  year. 

Posting  24,000  certificates  of  purchase,  with  the  necessary  examinations  thereof,  and  the  incidental 

correspondence  connected  therewith 4 

Adjusting-  and  making-  out  a  statement  of  tlie  quarterly  accounts,  and  reciirding  the  same,  incUuling- 

the  necessary  correspondence  connected  with  the  discharge  of  this  duty 1 

Total 5 


F. 

A  statement  exhibiting  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  clei-ks  necessary  to  complete  the  indexes  to  the  records  of 
land  sold,  and  of  mUito.ry  bounty  lands  of  the  last  ivar,  and  to  pajyers  of  assignments  of  purchased  lands 
in  one  year. 

Making  separate  indexes  to  358  volumes,  and  general  indexes  to  441  volumes  of  records  of  patents 

equal  to  719  volumes  in  the  whole,  computing  the  labor  at  five  days  per  volume 13 

Jlaking  indexes  to  the  assignments  of  purchased  lands ^ 

Total • 15 


G. 

A  statement  showing  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  clerks  necessary  to  bring  up  the  arrears  of  the  tract  hxils  in 

one  i/rar. 


Opening-  342  tract  books,  computing  the  labor  at  two  days  per  I'oo 
T,,tal 


14  K 
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H. 

A  s-fati'mrnt  e.rhihiling  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  clerks  necessary  to  bring  up  the  arrears  of  the  office,  in 
writinfj,  recording,  e-ramining,  and  con\paring  patents  under  the  cash  system  for  one  year. 

Writing-  and  recording  45,000  patents,  computing  at  tlie  rate  of  12  per  day  for  one  person , 12 

Examining  and  comparing  45,000  patents  with  tlic  records  and  title  papers  of  the  same,  and  filing 

away  the  certificates  of  pnrcliase 2 

Total U 


L 

A  statement  showing  the   number  of  cases  of  lands  sold  for  which  pafents  have  been  suspended,  with  an  esti- 
mate of  the  number  of  clerks  necessary  to  bring  up  litis  branch  of  arreai's  in  one  year. 

SUSPENDED    C-ISES. 

In  Ohio 216 

Indiana 54 

Illinois 128 

Missouri 221 

Alabama 210 

Mississippi 1,  371 

Louisiana 95 

Michigan 8 

Arkansas 113 

Florida 56 

Total 2,  472 


Estimate  of  clerk  hire  for  one  year. 

Examining  the  papers,   attending  to  the  necessary  correspondence  to  complete  the  titles,  and 
writing  and  recording  the  patents  for  the  same,  computing  at  the  rate  of  4  cases  per  day. . . . 


Total 


A  statement  of  the  quantity  of  lands  granted  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  AlaJMma,  for  canal  and  road  purjMses, 
tvith  an  estimate  of  the  iiumlier  of  clerks  required  for  one  year  to  make  the  necessary  entries,  abstracts, 
and  certificates  of  the  same. 

Ohio 922,  937  acres 11,  537—80  acre  lots 

Indiana 524, 800       "    6, 560  " 

Illinois 480,000       "     6,000 

Alabama 400,  000       "    5, 000  " 


Total 2,327,737     29,097 


Estimate  of  the  clerk  hire  for  one  year. 

Making  29,000  entries  on  the  tract  books,  and  coloring  the  same  on  the  township  plats 

Making  out  transcripts  of  the  several  tracts  to  the  registers  of  the  proper  land  offices,  and  certifi- 
cates of  locations  to  the  several  States  receiving  the  grants 

Total 


1S33. 
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K. 

A  dalcmciit  of'  the  ornar.-i  in   a'ljus/iti'/  llic  'ji'diiniij  acr(iHiil.<  <if  thr  surrci/dr^  <iriitral,  iri/Ii  an.  csliiniili'  <>/'  //d 

linn'  roiuircd  to  tirunj  the  ^anf  ii/i  in  (jnc  i/i'ur. 


Number  of  quar- 
terly accounts 
to  be  adjusted. 

Miles  of  suivi 

ying  charged  in  the  accounts. 

yurveyiu<,^  dLstricts. 

For  wliicli  plats 
are  reeeived. 

For  wliicli  plats 
are    not    re- 
ceived. 

Total  of  miles 
charged. 

2 

15 

3 

s 

i-losoil. 
4 
4 

2,  S73 

3,473 

233 

40 
3S!,  1S4 
14,  Oi7 
accouuts 

•'  s73 

Alissiiiiri    llliind'-;    ;iiiil    Vrk;i.ns;is    .       ...       

il,  055 
2,  4SS 
0,  4S2 
2,  005 

]•'    5-'S 

Alabunia 

2,  721 

2   CdS 

Mi8sissi]>j)i  ami   Lriuisiana 

40,  isil* 
14    077 

Louisiana 

not  n-tunied. 

Total                        

36 

68,  800 

20,  030 

78,  <JI() 

"These  accounts  liave   been  suspended  to  be  examined  on   the  return  of  the  plats  and  accounts  by  the  present  surveyor 
general  of  JlissLssippi. 

Estimate  of  clerk  hire  for  one  year. 

The   acljnstnicnt   of  these   accounts,   incluilin.n-   the   necessary  correspomlence,   computed   at   three 

townships  or  216  miles  per  day,  would  be  cnual  for  one  year  to 1 


Total 


L, 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  Febriiari/  28,  1823. 

RestoJeed,  That  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  cause  to  be  prepared 
and  laid  before  the  Senate  at  the  beginning  of  their  next  session  maps  of  the  severa,!  States  of  Oliio, 
Indiflna,  and  Illinois,  Missouri,  Mississippi,  Alabama,  and  Louisiana,  and  the  Territories  of  Micliigan, 
Arkansas,  and  Florida;  which  maps  shall  contain  plats  of  the  public  land  within  the  aforesaid  States  and 
Territories,  which,  before  the  first  day  of  the  year  1823,  had  been  survej-ed  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States;  marking  upon  the  maps  aforesaid  the  land  the  Indian  title  to  which,  at  the  date  aforesaid, 
was  not  extinguished,  and  distinguished  by  colors  upon  the  plats  aforesaid  the  land  granted  to  the  army, 
the  lands  sold  by  the  United  States,  the  land  granted  to  occupants,  or  confirmed  to  persons  claiming  under 
British,  French,  and  Spanish  titles,  and  also  the  land  surve.yed  as  aforesaid  which,  at  the  date  aforesaid, 
remained  to  be  sold;  stating,  likewise,  the  computed  number  of  acres  each  of  the  enumerated  classes  of 
land,  and  the  number  of  acres  which,  at  tlie  date  aforesaid,  had  been  surrendered  to  the  United  States 
under  any  law  passed  for  the  lelief  of  the  purcliasers  of  public  land,  togetlier  with  a  statement  of  the 
amount  of  debt  at  the  date  aforesaid  due  to  the  United  States  from  tlie  purchasers  of  public  land  within 
the  respective  States  and  Territories  aforesaid. 

Attest:  CHARLES  CUTTS,  Secretanj. 


M. 

Treastrv  Dei'artme.nt,  3Iareh  10,  1823. 
Sir:  Enclosed  y.m  will  receive  the  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  28tli  February  la.st, 
directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  maps  of  the  several  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana  1  inois, 
Missouri,  Mississippi,  Alabama,  and  Louisiana,  and  of  the  Territories  of  Michigan,  Arkansas,  and  Florida, 
to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  the  Senate  at  the  beginning  of  their  next  session.  I  request  that  they 
may  be  prepared  before  that  time,  in  order  that  they  may  be  laid  before  that  body  on  the  first  day  ot  tlie 
next  session  of  Congress. 

I  remain,  with  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 


\VM.  H.  CEAWFOKD. 


John  McLean,  Esq.  Commisdoner  General  Land  Offu-V. 


588 


PUBLIC    LANDS. 


[No.  1101. 


A  atakmcid  cxlnbltinfj  an  estimate  vf  the  vlcrk  litre  nrcesKari/  la  brinrj  up  the  arrears  of  the  draughtsman'^ 

bureau  i)i  one  year. 

Pnitriicting-  si.x  liundreJ  township  plats  upon  the  connected  district  maps  and  entei-inp:  the  subdi- 
visions in  tlie  bound  vohnnes  of  plats,  made  necessary  li_y  tlie  act  of  April  5,  1830,  and  some 
1  ire vious  laws  of  Congress 1 

Cnmpletins'  the  maps  and  coloring  tiie  samo  for  tlie  use  of  the  Senate,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution 

of  that  body  adopted  February  28,  1823 6 

Total 7 


0. 

^-1  siimman/  slatement  i if  the  numl)er  rif  clerks  necessary  to  bring  up  the  arrears  rif  business  in  the  General  Land 

Office  in  one  year. 

1st.   In  the  bureau  of  private  land  claims,  per  statement  C 8 

2d.    In  the  bureau  of  military  bounty  laiids,  per  statement  1) 4 

3d.    Posting  entries  of  sales  of  public  lands   and   adjusting  the  quarterlj-   accounts  theref  ir,  per 

statement  E 5 

4th.  Indexes  to  records  of  patents,  &c.,  per  statement  F 15 

5th.  Opening  tract  books,  per  statement  G 2 

6th.  Writing,  recording,  and  examining  patents  under  cash  system,  per  statement  II 14 

7th.  Susiiendcd  cases  of  lands  sold,  per  statement  I 2 

8tli.  Entries,  certificates,  and  transcripts  of  grants  to  States,  per  statement  J 3 

9tli.  Adjusting  quarterly  accounts  of  survej'ors  general,  per  statement  K 1 

lOtli.  Draughtsman's  liureau,  per  statement  N 7 

Total 61 


y|  statement  showing  the  quantity  of  lands  sold  under  the  cash  system,  the  number  of  tracts  of  eighty  acres  each, 
and  the  rrhole  number  of  patents  issued,  of  every  description,  in  the  sevei'al  years  of  1827,  1828,  1829, 
and  1830,  leith  the  excess  of'  tracts  sold  over  the  number  (f  patents  isfiued. 


Years. 

Acres  sold. 

No.  of  tracts. 

Patents  issued. 

E.xcess  of  tracts 
not  patented. 

1827 

926,  727 

965,  600 

1,  244,  860 

1,  929,  733 

11,571 
12,  070 
15,  561 
24,  121 

11,982 

7,  783 

10,  647 

14,  610 

1«28 

4  287 

1829 

1830 

4,  914 
9  511 

Total 

5,  066,  920 

63,  323 

45,  022 

18  712 

Erom  which  deduct  the  excess  of  patents  over  tracts  sold  iu  18 

27    

411 

Total  of  excess  of  tracts  sold  over  patei 

its  issued 

18  301 

Q. 

A  BILL  for  regulating  and  facilitating  the  making  of  public  surveys  of  the  land  of  the  United  States,  and  rendering  returns 

thereof  to  the  General  Land  Office. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Be})resentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled.  That  in  each  and  every  case  in  which  the  holder  of  any  claim  to  land,  under  a  title  recognized 
by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  after  having  received  due  notice,  either  personal  or  by  advertisement, 
in  some  public  newspaper  in  the  district  in  which  such  claim  may  be  situated,  that  a  deputy  survej'or  is 
about  to  survey  the  lands  including  such  claim,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  furnish  such  deputy  with  all 
the  information  in  the  power  of  such  claimant  to  afford,  respecting  the  true  situation  and  boundaries  of 
the  claim,  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  deputy  surveyor  to  survey  and  return  the  sanje  as  public 
land;  and  in  case  the  claimant  should  thereafter  establish  the  position  and  limits  of  the  claim,  the  same 
shall  be  located  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  by  taking  such  legal 
subdivisions  of  the  public  lands  as  will  give  to  that  tract  the  shape  and  contents  of  the  original  claim  as 
1. early  as  practicable. 
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Sec.  -2.   And  hr  if  furtJin-  ciuirtrd,   'I'lial    in    all   .-ascs  whnv   a   siirvrvor   -I'lLTal   sliall  !..■  .satisfh^d  tlia 

tlicro  is  ;>-(UhI  ,^T(lun(l  to  believe  that  any  claim  In  i.iiUlic  laii.U    has  I n  c.iilii-incd    in   ,-,,nsr,|ii.-ii.-..  ,,1'   il',, 

pniihictinn  uf  l'or,<;vil  or  aiitrchitcil  |)a|ici-s  or  il.iruinriils,  or  has  Ihtu  siii.|i,.i|(m|  I,v  |,ciiinv,  or  llial   a  chiin 

Ims    been    located   so   as    to  embrace  lands  not  coxcrcd  by  II -i-inal  ^ranl  or  si'll  Icmciil.  it  shall   be  his 

duty  to  re|iresent  the  claim  upon  his  rclurns  ol' sin  vey,  in  snch  manner  as  the  ( 'ominis.-ioner  of  I  ho  Cencral 
Land  Oflice  may  direct,  and  to  rnrnish  1o  the  said  f 'ommissi.aier  a  statement  of  the  lads  and  cir(annsl  ances 
of  tlie  ease;  and  if  from  such  slateinent  the  Secrelary  of  the  'freasnry  shall  be  ,if  ,.|,iinon  that  Irand  has 
been  praetieed,  either  in  pincitring-  the  eoidirination,  or  in  the  locaiion  of  lh|.  claim,  he  sindl  cause  the 
land  covered  by  such  frandnlent  claim  or  location  to  be  olfere<i  Ibr  sale  in  the  sanu'  manner  as  other  public 
lands  in  the  same  district;  and  npon  bein.t;-  advi.sed  thereof  it  shall  not  be  lawful  foi-  the  surveyiu' g-i'iu'ral, 
or  the  land  officers,  to  issnc  or  grant  any  survey,  certilicate  lu-  paper,  or  copy  of  any  docuiment  temliiii,^  to 
show  that  the  claimant  ha<l  any  title  to  such  alici^-ed  claim. 

Sec.  3.  Ai>d  hr  it  finilirr  rnadcd,  That  if,  in  the  execution  of  his  duties,  a  snr\evor  ,L;-eueral  shall 
have  ascertained  that,  in  consequence  of  the  small  amount  of  the  work  to  be  perfornu:d,  or  oi'  ihe  p,-,-idiar 
nature  thereof,  either  on  account  of  its  locality  or  other  causes,  that  it  is  impracticnbh'  to  procure  any 
accurate  survey  to  be  made  by  a  surveyor  competent  thereto,  at  the  present  rate  of  compensation,  it  shall 
be  his  duty  to  report  the  facts  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  (Tcncral  Lanil  Oflice,  who,  with  the  approbati(jii 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  shall  b<',  and  hereby  is,  anlhorized  to  make  for  such  w<irk  such  further 
and  other  allowance,  in  addition  to  the  price  now  allowed  by  law  for  snrveyin"-,  as  he  may  deem  justified 
by  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

Sec.  4  And  be  it  further  cnartrd,  That  it  shall  be.  and  lieicby  is,  made  the  duty  ol'  the  surveyors 
general  to  transmit  to  the  Coniinissioner  of  the  Ib-ncial  Land  ()lli\'(.>  cojiies  of  all  coidr.icts  enlered  iido 
for  surveying;  and,  at  the  time  of  making  such  contract.s,  to  reipiire  from  the  deputy  a  bond,  with  go.nl 
and  sufficient  security,  conditioned  for  the  c<u-rect  and  faithful  execution  <if  the  work  'c(Hdided  to  him,  and 
for  the  reimbursement  of  any  expenses  which  the  government  may  be  at  in  having  ,any  i.'rrors  or  omissions 
in  the  execution  of  the  work  ascertained  and  eorn.'Cted.  And,  in  all  cases  in  which  a  surveyor  general 
may  doubt  the  accuracy  of  any  work,  he  shall  take  such  measin-es  as  the  Commissioner  of  the  (ieneral 
Land  Otlice  may  prescribe  f  )r  the  purpose  of  examining  and  ascertaining  the  same;  and  in  case  it  shall 
be  found  that  the  work  is  erroneous  or  defective,  it  shall  be  the  duty  ot  such  surveyor  general  to  take 
the  necessary  measures  to  have  it  correcled  or  completed,  and  the  expenses  in  making  the  examination, 
correction,  or  comiiletiijii,  shall  be  recovered  from  the  diputy  stiiveyor  and  his  securities,  by  legal  pro- 
ceedin.gs  vu  his  bond. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  may 
deem  it  advisable  for  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  him  to  rerpiire  from  th(^ 
surveyor  general  the  transmission  to  Jiis  office  of  copies  of  X\w  field-notes  uf  the  public  surveys,  or  tli(^ 
originals  thereof,  iu  lieu  of  the  descriptive  notes  now  reipiired  by  law. 


E. 

Viqiij  iif  a  letter  adilre.<.<ed  hi/  the  Comiuissioner  af  the  (deneral  T^arid  Ofiire  lo  tlie  leinora/ile  G.  ('.  ]'erplaiiil, 
Cliairma)i  of  the  Committee  of  Wai/s  and  Mi'ans  if  the  Jlouse  if  Iii'pre.<eiilatire.-<,  and  doted  danuarij  7, 
1833;  also  crjjnes  of  the  accompanying  documents. 

OENEn.ii,   L.\xi)  Office,  Januari/  1,  1833. 

Sik:  To  ex[ilain  the  ol.ijects  of  the  flllo^\-illg  apiuopriations  f  ir  the  year  1833,  for  which  estimates 
have  been  submitted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  I  have  the  honor,  respectfully,  to  refer  the  com- 
mittee to  the  following  aecompan_ying  documents,  viz: 

Paper  marked  A  will  serve  to  show  the  items  composing  tlie  agg'regate  amount  of  §1G,158  40  as 
contingencies  for  the  year  1833,  and  to  cover  the  delii'it  in  the  appropriati(Ui  ot  the  last  year  to  meet  the 
expenses  of  tliat  year.  It  w-ill  be  perceiveil  that  Ihe  single  item  of  blank  patents,  including  the  printin.g, 
covers  §11,858  40,  leaving  only  $4,300  to  cover  all  other  expenses,  imduding  200  books. 

I  have  to  assure  the  committee  tliat  the  expenses  of  the  Laud  Oflice  increase  in  a  direct  ratio  with 
the  increase  of  sales  and  land  offic<'s.  There  are  at  present  48  land  otlices  in  operation.  Two,  at  least, 
if  not  three,  will  be  created  during  the  present  session  out  of  the  late  (jhoctaw  and  Chickasaw  cessions, 
and  others  are  contemplated.  The  expense  of  .gettin.g  these  offices  into  operation  bears  heavil_y  on  this 
office.  The  late  law,  authorizin.g  the  subdivisi(jn  of  the  public  lands  into  <piarter-fjuarter  sections  has 
greatly  increased  the  number  of  patents;  (two  being  rfMpiisite  for  the  same  rpuintity  of  land  that  a  single 
patent  was  formerly  granted.)  Hence  the  demands  on  the  contingent  fund  must  necessarily  be  on  the 
increase.  It  may  moreover  be  satisfactory  to  the  committee  to  be  assured  that  this  office  obtains  all 
articles  of  contin.gencies  on  the  lowest  ]irices  tliat  the  market  aflV.rds.  The  ]iarchment  contract  is  reduced 
so  low  as  to  have  rendered  it  difficult,  for  a  long  time,  to  lind  merchants  willing  to  accede  to  the  terms 
oflered  by  the  office.  AVe  |iay  19  cents  for  one  parchment  and  printing;  flfteen  years  ago  they  cost  about 
three  times  that  amount.  Such  has  been  the  economy  exercised  in  this  office,  that  it  is  impossible  to  effect 
any  reduction  in  the  expenses. 

In  consequence  of  the  deficit  of  last  year's  appropriation,  the  oflice  has  Ijcen  comiiellcd  to  obtain  from 
the  branch  bank  of  the  Uiuted  States  an'advance  of  §2, -200  on  the  faith  of  an  api>roi)riation  to  cover  such 
deficit. 

In  reference  to  the  item  of  surveying  expenses  I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  coinmittc'e  to  the  accomiianyiii.g 
paper,  marked  1?,  and  tlu'  copy  of  the  surveyiu-'s  estimates  (so  far  as  received)  accompanying  the  same 
paper,  marked  G. 

To  explain  the  submissions  for  the  offices  of  the  survey(n-s  general,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  committee 
to  the  circular  letter  from  this  office,  dated  September  13,  1832,  to  the  several  surveyors  general,  and  to 
their  rep. u'ts  in  reply  thereto;  all  under  the  same  cover,  paper  marked  D. 

I  flatter  myself  that  the  siu-veyors'  reports  will  fully  explain  the  absolute  necessity  of  providing 
increased  means  fir  the  surveyors' "offices.  It  has,  for  years  past,  been  matter  of  notorietij  in  the  several 
surveying  districts   (of  which  there  are  now  seven)    that  the  government  has  failed  to  accomplish  the 
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ol)jcct  of  the  liiws  of  Congress,  in  having  lands  brought  into  market  after  the  survey.?  have  been  made, 
for  want  of  force  in  the  surveyors'  offices,  by  reason  of  the  inadec|uacy  of  the  appropriation.  The  public 
interest  and  that  of  individual's  equally  demand  that  those  surreys  be  brought  into  market.  Depredations 
are  constantly  being  committed  on  the  timber,  thereby  depreciating,  in  numerous  instances,  the  value  of 

th(!  land. 

After  the  surveys  are  completed  it  is  tlie  duty  of  the  surveyors'  oflices  to  test  the  accuracy  thereof 
by  protraction.  Triplicate  plats  have  then  to  be  made  out,  one  for  the  district  land  office,  one  for  the 
(i'eneral  Land  Office,  and  a  third  for  the  record  in  the  surveyors'  offices.  The  field-notes  have  afterwards 
to  be  recorded.  A  late  law  of  Congress  authorizing  the  subdivision  of  land  into  cjuarter-quarter  sections 
has  greatly  added  to  the  labors  of  the  surveyors'  offices.  The  old  subdivisions  have  to  be  disturbed,  and 
ncw'^suhdivisions  have  to  be  made.     These  new  subdivisions  have  also  to  be  made  in  triplicate. 

The  timely  and  judicious  application  of  small  sums  might,  to  a  great  degree,  have  prevented  the 
existing  embarrassments  in  the  surveyors'  offices.  There  are  about  400  townships  of  land  surveyed, 
Mdiich  cannot  be  brought  into  market  for  want  of  more  clerks  and  draughtsmen.  New  laws  are  con- 
tinually imposing  new  duties,  and  taking  oft'  the  attention  of  the  officers  from  the  mass  of  arrears,  and 
thereby  increasing  them. 

In  addition,  1  have  to  urge,  as  a  reason  for  the  necessity  of  an  increased  appropriation,  the  fact  that 
surveyors'  offices  contain  all  the  original  evidences  of  survey.  Their  offices  are  anything  but  fire-proof, 
and  if  burnt  down  all  legal  evidences  of  survey  are  lost  with  them.  Tliis  was  the  case  in  Alabama  about 
five  years  ago.  The  surveyor's  office  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  probably  one-half  of  the  evidences  of 
survey  in  that  State  were  consumed.  To  prevent  a  similar  evil,  tlie  department  is  greatly  desirous  of 
haviii"-  authenticated  transcripts  of  tlie  field-notes  filed  among  its  own  archives;  and  hence  the  two  objects 
of  l)ringing  up  the  back  work  in  the  surveyors'  offices,  and  the  commencing  a  system  of  t'-anscribing  of  the 
field-notes,  are  blended  together  in  the  estimate;  and  the  reason  for  blending  them  was,  that  the  reports 
from  the  surveyors,  under  the  circular  of  13th  September  last,  were  not  received  in  time,  and  the  estimate 
was  necessaritV  made  without  them.  Now  that  they  are  received,  (in  part  only,  however,)  I  do  not  see 
any  good  reason  for  making  an  alteration  in  what  has  been  estimated. 

In  reference  to  the  suluiiissions  for  extra  clerk  hire  in  this  office,  I  have  to  remark  that  the  labors  of 
this  office  are  continuallj'  increasing.  The  aid  which  those  estimates  call  for  will  not  keep  up  current 
business.  There  are  now  45,000  patents  to  be  issued,  before  the  end  of  the  year  there  will  be  45,000  more, 
and  there  are  already  six  new  land  offices  which  the  office  has  no  accountant  to  supervise.  The  best  idea 
that  can  be  given  of  the  wants  of  the  office  is  the  undeniable  fact  that  its  concerns  with  each  land  and 
surveying  district,  to  wit:  checking  the  sales  of  public  lands,  (that  is,  keeping  an  account  with  each  pur- 
chaser of  public  lands,)  auditing  the  accounts  o{  the  receivers  of  public  moneys,  writing  and  recording- 
all  the  various  descriptions  of  patents  fir  public  lands,  private  claims,  and  militarj-  bounties,  issuing 
military  land  scrip,  preparing  connected  maps  of  the  public  surveys,  the  innnense  amount  of  correspond- 
ence with  laud  agents  and  individuals,  deuiand  at  least  one  clerk  to  supervise  the  concerns  of  each  land 
and  surveying  district,  and  perf  jrm  thc^  various  duties  which  are  briefly  enumerated  above.  There  are  at 
this  time  Jiff  i/-five  land  and  surveying  districts,  whereas  there  are  only  seventeen  regular  clerks  and  eleven 
extras,  in  all  twenty-eight. 

In  reference  to  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  arrears  of  this  office,  I  would  beg  leave  to  refer  the 
committee  to  my  reports  accompanying  the  three  last  annual  reports  niade  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  Congress. 

Being  now  fully  of  the  opinion  that  the  estimates  for  extra  clerk  hire  are  far  short  of  the  exigency  of 
the  public  service,  and  as  there  are  now  six  land  districts  without  a  clerk  to  superintend  them,  and  there 
being  five  or  six  more  in  contemplation  this  session,  I  cannot  fail  to  urge  on  the  committee  the  propriety 
of  increasing  the  appropriation  of  $7,000  to  $9,000. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

.E.  HAYWARD. 

Hon.  G.  C.  Veepl.\nck,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  if  Ways  and  Means,  House  of  Eepresentatives. 


A. 

In  explanation  of  the  estimate  of  the  expenses  of  tlie  General  Land  Office  during  the  year  1833,  submitted  by 

the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Deficit  of  apju-opriation  for  1832: 

Bartow  &  Co.'s  bill  rendered  for  4,680  parchments $655  20 

Bartow  &  Co.'s  bill  rendered  for  4,680  parchments 655  20 

William  J.  Stone's  bill  for  printing  11,600  patents  on  copper-plate,  at  5  cents 580  00 

Cost  of  printing  ',»,360  delivered  by  the  I5artows 468  00 

Peter  Force's  bill  for  50  tract-books 400  00 

Cost  of  50  additional  tract-books  which  should  have  been  procured  for  surveys  to  be  opened 

in  1832 ." 400  00 


3,158  40 
Of  this  deficit  for  the  past  year  the  sum  of  $2,290  40  has  been  advanced  by  the  branch  bank 
of  the  United  States: 

In  1833  50,000  pieces  of  parchments  are  to  be  paid  for  during  the  year     There  are  now  45,000 

patents  to-  be  issued.     Before  the  end  of  this  year  there  will  be"  90,000 1,000  00 

Printing  50,000  copies  on  copper-plate,  at  5  cents 2,500  00 

For  100  record  bo(jks  for  land  patents,  paper,  quills,  ink,  wafers,  blanks  for  forfeited  land 
scrip,  records  for  military  land  scrip,  binding  returns  from  land  offices,  miscellaneous 
records,  book-cases,  desks-  carpets  for  brick  iloor,  printers'  accounts  for  advertising  land 
proclamations,  printing  instructions  to  the  district  land  offices,  and  supplying  books  and 
blanks  for  the  same,  &c ." 3,500  00 

Aggregate 16,158  40 
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15. 

In  explanation  of  the  estimate  nf  the  expentiea  of  imrvri/iji,/  /he  pnlilie  luiiil^  iliirimj  the  ijear  1833,  avhinittrd  tnj 

tlie  Seeretarij  nj' the  Treasvni. 

1st.  The  general  item   of  $'7."),000.     This   id'iii   ciulnaccs   all   tin-   |Mililic   surveys   I'm-   wiiirli   s|iccilii: 
objects  are  not  assigned,  to  wit  : 

For  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Michigan  iicninsnhi,  also  surveys  in  Michigan  \v<'st  df  the  lake $."iO,  000 

For  the  Territory  of  Arkansas -20,  ODD 

For  the  Territory  of  Florida 'i.'i,  000 

For  Louisiana 2."),  ooo 

For  Illinois  and  Missouri 2(5,  000 

For  Mississippi,  balance  dui>  on  the  ehl  surveys,  (exclusive  ef  the  late   Indian  eessieiis)    10,  000 

For  Alabama ilo do    d,, ;',,  ooO 


Aggregate KU,  000 

Deduct  th<;  nnex|>eiided  balanee  nf  firmer  appro|u-iati(ins    8(1,  000 


Leaves ".5,  000 


In  reference  to  the  items  for  surveying  the  late  Clioetair  cession  in  Mississippi  and  Alabama.  .  .        7."),  000 

For  surveying  the  late  Creek'  cession  in  Alabama 20,  000 

For  surveying  tlie  late  Chietasaw  cession  in  Mississippi  and  Alabama.,  in  case  the  treaty  should 

be  ratified 80,  000 

The  conniiittee  are  respectfully  referred  to  the  accompanying  copies  of  the  .surveyor's  estinuites. 


Gexerai.  Land  Office,  January/  14,  1833. 

Sir:  Among  the  reasons  urged  in  my  cominunicatiou  to  you  on  the  Ttli  instant,  in  support  of  the 
estimates  of  the  department  for  increased  clerk  hire  in  the  olHces  of  the  surveyors  general,  I  omitted,  in 
the  hurry  to  bring  that  communication  in  due  time  before  the  committee,  to  mention  an  important  item  of 
the  duty  of  the  surveyors  general,  which  does  not  come  properly  under  the  denomination  of  arrears  of 
current  duties,  but  to  perform  which  will  necessarily  tend  greatly  to  divert  their  attention  from  those 
arrears — it  is  the  constant  demands  on  their  time  and  attention  to  renew  the  township  plats  of  the  old 
districts. 

On  these  plats  are  marked  all  the  indications  of  sales,  forfeitures,  relinquishments,  and  resales  of 
each  particular  tract  of  land.  'I'he  plats  are  n'lade  out  on  paper  ami  ii(.)t  on  parchment,  as  would  be 
desirable. 

The  plats  of  the  old  credit  fujHlem  diMricts  have  all  become  so  defaced  as  to  roijuire  renewal,  and  even  in 
many  of  the  districts  which  have  been  put  in  operation  within  the  last  twelve  years  a  renewal  of  the 
plats,  wholly  or  partially,  is  required.  The  plats  are  liable  by  law  to  be  inspected  by  each  laud  purchaser, 
and  it  may  readily  be  conjectured  that  the  constant  handling  of  them  by  all  descriiitions  of  persons  must 
necessarily  mutilate  them  in  a  few  years. 

The  operation  of  the  late  pre-emption  law  has,  within  three  years,  greatly  tended  to  the  injury  of 
these  plats  by  the  wear  and  tear  produced  by  the  incessant  references. 

It  is  a  fact  well  known  to  this  office  that,  in  some  districts,  the  laud  ofHcers  cannot  with  certainty  sell 
land  in  conse(Hience  of  the  great  difficulty  of  discriminating  between  the  vacant  and  sold  lands  by  reasou 
of  tlie  defacement  of  the  plats  ;  and  although  instructions  have  been  repeatedly  given  to  the  surveyors 
general  to  remove  the  difficulty  by  renewing  the  plats,  yet  the  department  has  been  unable  to  acciuuplish 
the  object  for  want  of  means  in  the  surveym's'  offices. 

From  these  causes,  as  may  readily  be  imagined,  it  frequently  occurs  that  lands  are  erroneously  sold,^ 
and  the  only  eflectual  checks  to  prevent  the  erroneous  issuing  of  patents  are  found  in  the  tract  books  of 
this  office. 

The  detection  of  such  errors,  and  the  correspondence  necessary  to  their  correction,  impose  much  labor 
both  on  this  office  and  that  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  is  authorized  by  law  to  direct  the  cor- 
rection of  errors  made  at  the  laud  iiffices. 

I  am,  &c.,  „„ 

ELIJAH  IIAYWARD. 

Hon.  G.  C.  Vekplaxck,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Wai/.^  and  3Iean.%  House  cf  Representatives. 


C. 

Surveyor  Gexeral's  Office,  Cineinnali,  Novemtjer  7,  1832. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  11th  September  was  duly  received,  and,  in  compliance  with  your  request,  I 
herewith  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  estimates,  for  this  surveying  department,  for  the  year 
1833: 
For  surveying  the  public  lauds  in   the   Michigan   Territory,   west  of  Lake   Michigan,      ^ 

for  contracts  now  existing •  •  • *■'"'  ^J|J| 

For  other  surveys  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  the  peninsula  of  Michigan 5,  000 

$25,  000 
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Brought  forward ^i-\  000 

For  salary  of  surveyor  general ''o'  ?*^'; 

For  salary  ol'  tiiree  clerks,  as  heretofure - 2,  100 

For  salary  of  additional  clerks,  recniircd  iiy  the  stat(^  of  the  office 2,  000 

6,  100 

Fur  statiiiiiei-y  and  pdstage 500 

31,  600 


Prospective  estimates  made  by  this  office  must  necessarily  be  uncertain,  as  it  cannot  be  known  what 
surveys  the  government  may  order  to  be  made  within  the  next  year.  If  further  surveys  be  ordered  to  be 
made  within'^the  year  1833,  in  the  territory  west  of  Lake  Michigan,  which  is  ]ir()l.ialjle,  an  additional  sum 
to  cover  such  surveys  will  be  required. 

I  have  the  lionor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


jM.  T.  WILLIAMS. 


Tno.\i.\s  L.  Smith,  Es(|.,  Ner/irtter  of  tin'.  Trea'^uri/. 


Surveyor's  Office,  St.  Louis:,  November,  1832. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  11th  September  last  was  received  in  due  time,  and  in  compliance  therewith  I 
submit  the  following  estimate  of  the  expenses  ef  this  office  during  the  year  1833,  viz: 

Surveying  7,100  miles  of  public  land,  at  §3  per  mile $23,  100 

Surveying  the  common  field  lots  and  the  out  boundaries  of  the  connnons  of  the  several  towns 
and  villages  in  Missouri,  and  for  surveying  and  resurveying  confirmed  private  laud  claims, 

say  500  miles,  at  $3  per  mile .' 1,  500 

Postage  on  letters  and  packages  received  at  and  sent  from  this  oflice  on  public  business 300 

Stationery,  including  platting  instruments  and  binding  books  of  plats,  &c 600 

Office  reiit ^ 180 

Fuel 75 

Office  furniture 100 

Salary  of  the  [.rincipal  surveyor 2,  000 

Salary  of  three  clerks 2,  000 

29,  855 
And  if  the  allowance  for  extra  clerks  which  has  been  recommended  by  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office  should  receive  the  sanction  of  Congress,  the  following  additional 
appropriation  will  be  required,  viz: 

E.xtra  clerks 3,  900 

Additional  office  rent 120 

Additiiiiial  costs  of  fuel 75 

Additional  stationery  and  platting  instruments 800 

Additional  office  furniture 150 

Also,  if  this  office  is  authorized  to  employ  on  particular  occasions  (as   has  been  recommended) 
a  deputy  surveyor,  at  a  per  diem  allowance  for  the  execution  of  such  portions  of  the  survey 

as  caiuiot  be  done  fm-  the  present  compensation,  there  may  be  required  for  tliat  purpose. .  1,  500 

Total 36,  400 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  T.  LANGIIAM. 
T    L.  Smith,  Esq.,  Rer/Utcr  of  the  Treasury,  Washington. 


Surveyor's  Office,  Washington,  lliss.,  October  20,  1832. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  11th  ultimo,  requesting  an  estimate  of  the  expenditures  which  may 
be  necessary  for  this  oflice  for  the  year  1833,  I  have  to  state  that  for  surveying  in  the  late  Choctaw  ces- 
sion there  was  in  the  last  session  of  Congress  appropriated  $80,000.  Of  this  sum,  I  learn  from  General 
(.'.ofl'ec,  that  $13,500  may  be  required  fVir  that  part  uf  the  late  Choctaw  cession  within  Alabama,  leaving 
for  Mississippi  $66,500." 

The  contracts  for  surveying  already  amount  to  aliout  $10,500,  which  contracts  were  made  under  the 
belief  that  the  whole  $80,000  were  applicable  to  surveys  within  Mississippi,  as  expressed  in  the  law. 

This  will  show  a  deficit  to  meet  contracts  of $-1.  000 

Balance  to  complete  the  surveys  of  the  late  Choctaw  cession  over  the  $70,500  which  may  be 

required  in  the  ensinng  year 65,  500 

To  complete  a  few  unfinished  townships  of  the  Choctaw  district,  and  correct  erroneous  surveys, 

and  supply  defects  in  the  surveys  west  of  Pearl  river 5,  000 

To  settle  accounts  for  surveying  in  Louisiana,  and  recording  done  by  one  of  the  late  principal 

deputies,  which  accounts  are  not  yet  adjusted,  say 15,  000 

For  salary  of  surveyor  south  of  Tennessee 2,  000 

For  salary  (if  two  clerks  as  usual 1,  700 

For  salary  uf  three  extra  clerks  tn  keep  up  the  recdnling,  and  gradually  bring  up  that  which 

is  s(n-eral  years  in  arrears,  at  $800  each " 2,  400 

For  record  bi)oks  and  other  necessary  contingent  expen.ses 500 

96,  100 


1833.]  V  0  i:  i;  E  C  T  1  N  ( ;    D  E  F  E  V  T  SINS  T  It  V  E  Y  1  X  G  . 


II   tlie  Clnekasiiw  c.uiifi y  sliouM  ]„-  ..btaincd,  ami  tlic   f;-,,v,.|, .,,(  ,l,,siiv   it    Hi,.,.'   nmv  1m •   limi- 

di-cd  foNviislnps  siuvryvd  ..ut  nf  thai   cniinti-y,  which  at  $4  ].ci-  ind,.,  ;,iid   all.iwin-  Im-    trav'cis..  nf  water- 
courses, will   i-0(iunc   nil    an    avnao,.   ihivc   hinida'd   dollais  Inr  ,-mU    Inw  aship, '.iiakiii'-  SodlMHl-    whirl, 
added  to  the  aliove,  will  make  the  fiitiic  siini  $1-2I), 100.  .^  >        • 

With  yacat  ic.*|irct, 

,,    ,      -,  „  ,  CIDEOX   FITZ,  ,S'///av'v.-/-,  </r. 

1.    L.  ."^Mirii,  l-.s(|.,  Jliyt.-lir  ii/  llir  Trenxiini. 


Sum  |-.voi;'s  Ofkum:,  Florrinr,  Alahfunci,  Km-cinhcr  "A.  ls:;2. 

Sir:  Yonr  letter  calling- fur  the  usual  ostiinate.s  I'di-  survi'ving  the  pnblie  laiiils  in  .Mahania.  Ww  the 
year  1833,  lias  been  received,  and  in  answer  thereto  I  make  the  I'nilowing  estinmtes,  whieh  may  iml  he 
precisely  correct,  but  are  as  nearly  so  as  may  be. 

In  the  Choctaw  country  last  ceded,  and  within  the  limits  df  .\labania,  (here  are  3,44T  miles  r,|'  |||i. 
lines  of  the  surveys.  This  wtirk  lias  all  been  il.uic  in  this  year;  but  nii  arci.iint  eC  sume  errnrs  a  small 
part  of  it  ha.s  to  be  surveyed  over  again,  but  \vliii-li  will  nut  proiluce  a  material  din'erenee  in  the  <'.\leiit, 
(if  miles.     Whiile  amount,  at  four  dollars  a  mile,  is  $i:i.78S. 

An  approiu'iation  was  last  year  made  I'f  $80,000,  to  be  applied  to  paying  fur  the  surveying  of  this 
ei.untry;  nut  nf  that  appropriation  I  liave  reeeiveil  $8,000;  the  balance  of  $5,788  is  yet  due  "to  "the  sur- 
veynrs  for  that  wnrk,  and  probably  may  b<'  |)aid  nut  nf  the  firmer  ajipropriation.  This  can  be  ascertained 
at  the  proper  department  of  the  treasury. 

The  survey  of  the  Creek  lands  is  imw  in  progress,  and  will  be  comiileted,  in  all  proliabilitv,  in  tin; 
course  of  this  year.  The  precise  contents  are  not  yet  known,  but  it  may  l>e  estimated  that  the  s\n"vey  will 
amount  to  $70,000.  An  ap]iropiriati<in  was  made  last  year,  for  surveying  the  Creek  lands,  uf  $,3(),(1()0, 
which  will  leave  a  balance  nf  $'20,000  to  be  raised  out  of  ne.\t  year's  appropriation. 

By  a  treaty  lately  signed  between  the  United  States  and  the  Cliickasaws,  which  is  not  yet  ratilieil, 
but  if  it  shall  be  ratiiied  by  the  President  and  Senate,  the  Chickasaw  nation  liiis  ceded  all  their  country 
cast  of  the  ilississippi  river,  estimated  to  contain  280  townships,  eipial  to  0,4."i  1,200  acres,  or  20,1 00  miles 
of  surveying,  at  $4  a  mile,  will  be  $80,040.  If  the  treaty  is  ratiiied,  the  lanil  will  be  surveyed  in  the  year 
1833;  and  althougli  the  surveys  arc  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  same  lands,  yet  the 
government  will  advance  it  before  the  sale  can  take  place,  .subject  to  be  refunded  out  of  the  sales  of  tlie 
lands,  as  is  provideil  Ibr  in  the  treat}'. 

Ii('<rij)iluliiliiiii. 

For  surveying-  the  Choctaw  lands >. $.">,  788 

For  .surveying  the  ( Jrcek  lands 20,  000 


If  the  Chickasaw  treaty  is  ratified,  it  is  estimated  that  20  townshi|)s  of  that  country  will  lie  in  Alabama, 
and  200  townshipis  in  Mississip]ii;   in  all  2sO,  e.piai  to  20,100  miles,  at  $4  pier  mile,  $80,040. 
I  have  till'  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  ser\aiit, 

JOHN  COFFEE. 
-     T.  L.  S.MiTii,  Esip,  Hiyisfrr  iif  the  Trro.-iiri/,   Wa^himjUm,  L>.  C. 


SlRVEVOR  (iF.NERAI.'s  Ol-'FICE,  I>l»Ul'.llK(lliri//f,  DciTmhi'r,    1832. 

Sn;:  I  have  delayed  until  this  period  to  transmit  the  estimates  called  for  in  your  communication  of  the 
11th  Septeniljcr,  mid"er  the  expectation  of  receiving  information  which  would  enable  nic  to  judge  what 
portion  of  the  public  unsurveyed  lands  in  this  State^  it  will  be  most  expedient,  with  a  view  to  th(>  interest 
of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  the  advantage  of  the  settlers,  to  cause  to  lie  surveyed  during  the  course  of 
iie.xt  year.  I  have  now  the  honor  to  forward  the  estimate  herewith  enclosed. 
1  am,  very  respectfullv,  sir.  yoiir  oliedient  ser\  ant. 

II.   I',.   Til  1ST,  Siircri/iif  (ri'iirral. 

T.  L.  Smith,  Esq.,  lli'ijiMir. 


SiT.VFVoR  CeN'ER.U.'s  OFFICE,    I )ii,ial(lsiilirllli\   DrrillJuV,    1832. 

Estimates  of  the  amount  of  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  to  Ik-  surveyed  in  the  year  1833: 

In  till-  southwestern  district  l.TillO  miles  of  public  lands,  at  $4  per  mile 80,  000 

In  the  district  north  of  lied  river  4,0(10  miles  of  public  lands,  at  $4  per  mile H',  000 

In  the  southeastern  district   I, .''00  miles  of  public  lands,  at  .84  per  mile '1,  000 

For  surveyin.g  private  conlirmi-d  claims  in  said  disti'icls 2,  000 

30,  000 
11.   11.  TUIST,  Siiri-ci/iir  GfupraJ. 

VIII, .     VI 7'!   E 


594  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  1101. 


Surveyor's  Office,  Lillle  Rock;  A.  T.,  October  20,  1832. 
PiR-  Your  l(>tter  of  the  lltli  ultimo,  requesting:  estimates  fur  tlie  year  1833,  has  been  received,  and  I 
have'the  lionnr,  herewith,  to  transmit  said  estimates  unch^r  the  lieads  that  follow,  viz: 

For  surveying  public  lands *25,  000 

Fur  salary  of  surveyor  o-cieral '<  ^J| 

For  dran^-htsman  and  clerks ■,•■.•••; ^'  ""^ 

For  furniture  for  survevor's  olHce,  viz:  writing-  desks  and  tables,  book-cases,  chau's,  &c 20U 

For  blank  books  and  stationery 1^0 

,.,  .  50 

I'"'  t"'"';^"'' 100 

I'or  printing- ^ 

For  hou.so  rent  and  luel ,'■",'","/ 

For  transporting-  from  St.  Louis  to  Little  Kock  the  books,  papers,  documents,  kc,  which  relate 

to  the  surveys  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas .  ■  •_ 150 

For  surveyor  general's  services,  or  mileage,  travelling  to  and  returning  from  St.  Louls;  m  pro- 
curin"-  and  having  transported  to  Little  Rock  the  books,  papers,  documents,  kc,  which 
relatt''to  the  surveys  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas 128 


Making  an  ag-gregate  of 29,  278 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  rcsiiectfully,  YOur  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  CONWAY. 
T.  L.  S.MITH,  Esq.,  Regidcr  United  States  Treasury,  Washington  City. 


D. 

Circular  to  surveyors  general. 

General  Land  Office,  September  13,  1832. 

Sir:  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  furnish  to  this  office,  in  time  to  be  submitted  to  Congress  at  an 
early  [leriod  of  the  ensuing  session,  a  report,  by  land  districts,  detailing  under  spociinc  heads,  as  far  as 
practicable,  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  different  arrears  of  the  wtirk  of  your  oiiice. 

1.  The  number  of  townships  surveyed,  the  field-ihttes  of  which  remain  to  be  tested  by  actual  protrac- 
tion, and  the  time  which  will  be  required  to  protract  the  same  with  your  present  force. 

2.  The  arrears  in  furnishing  copies  of  township  plats  and  descriptive  notes  both  to  this  ofiSce  and  the 
district  land  otlices,  with  the  time  roijuired  to  do  the  work  with  your  present  force. 

3.  The  arrears  in  recording  plats,  with  the  time  required  to  perform  the  woi'k  with  your  present  force. 

4.  The  arrears  in  recording  lield-notes,  with  the  time  required  to  perform  the  work  with  your  present 
force. 

5.  Tli(!  number  of  clerks  which  would  be  requisite  to  bring  up  all  the  arrears  in  two  j-ears,  were  it 
practicable  for  so  great  a  number  to  be  employed  at  one  time. 

6.  The  number  of  clerks  that  could  be  most  usefully  employed  at  one  time,  with  their  respective 
compensations,  classed  according  to  the  duties  to  be  performed,  &c. 

7.  The  amount  of  house  rent  and  fuel  which  would  be  required  (in  case  Congress  should  make  an 
api)ropriation  for  those  objects)  in  the  event  of  your  being  authorized  to  engage  as  many  clerks  as  you 
could  advantageouslj'  employ  at  one  and  the  same  time. 

Intending  to  submit  to  Congress  the  propriety  of  so  altering  the  law  regulating  the  public  surveys 
as  to  require  the  surveyors  to  furnish  with  the  township  plats  to  this  office  and  to  the  district  land  offices 
copies  of  tlie  field-notes  instead  of  descriptive  notes,  and  also  the  propriety  of  transcribing  all  the  field-notes 
of  the  public  surveys  now  e.Ktant,  in  order  that  authenticated  e(.)pies  thereof  may  be  preserved  at  the  seat 
of  government,  I  will  thank  you  to  render  a  separate  estimate  of  the  amount  of  labor  to  be  performed  in 
order  to  efiect  that  object,  and  of  the  time,  number  of  clerks,  and  also  the  amount  of  expenditure  that 
would  have  to  be  incurred  in  so  doing. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  HAYWARD. 


Surveyor  General's  Office,  Cincinnati,  Novembpi-  13,  1832. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  request  of  j-our  circular  letter  of  the  13th  September  last,  I  have  the 
honor  of  submitting  the  following  statements: 

The  nature  and  amount  of  tlie  diti'erent  arrears  of  work  in  this  office,  separated  by  land  districts, 
being  fully  set  forth  in  my  communication  to  you  of  October  8,  1831,  up  to  that  date,  I  beg  leave  to  refer 
you  to  that  communication  for  an  answer  to  that  portion  of  your  iixiuiries,  and  to  add  further — 

1.  Tiie  lield-notes  returned  to  this  office  are  regularly  tested  by  protraction  soon  after  their  reception. 
Under  this  lii^ad  there  are  no  arrears  of  work  in  this  tiffice,  with  the  exception  of  the  notes  of  a  few  town- 
ships recently  received. 

2.  There  are  no  arrears  in  furnishing  copies  of  township  2ilats  either  to  the  General  La:Td  Office  or  to 
district  land  offices.  Tliere  are  due  to  the  General  Land  Office  copies  of  descriptive  notes  of  eighteen  town- 
ships, (see  my  letter  of  the  3d  August  last,)  to  the  land  office  at  Detroit  fourteen  townsliips,  and  to  that 
at  White  Pigeon  si.xty-four  townships.  These  items  of  arrears  have  accrued  by  reason  of  the  subdivision 
of  fractions  required  by  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  5tli  April  last. 


1  s^33. J  c"  u  j;  i;  E  c  t  i  n  ( ;  j)  e  f  e  c  t  sins  v  u  v  e  y  i  x  g  .  5  95 

3.  Rrron-iii.u-  to  tin'  aniniint  (if  arrears  up  to  llir  luvsciil  moiiiciil,  1  am  of  opinion  ihal  /ifr  adilltional 
clerks  iov  two  yrar.s  wuni.l  ln'  ic(|uircd  to  l.iini;'  np  tln'  uork  of  llic  <,llici';  l.nl  Ihis  is  lo,,  .jVrat  a  nnniLcr 
to  be  advantageuusly  enijiloycd  at  the  same  time. 

4.  Th-o,  or  at  fiirtliest  ?/ircr,  ailditioiialelerks  mi-iit  lir   advanta-eousiy  cmployod  at    llio   s c   lin.e. 

Tlieir  salaries  should  be  about  S700  eaeli  for  two  of  thrm.  and  ^(iOO  ior  the'third. 

5.  P\ir  office  rent  and  fuel  there  should  bo  aliout  sl.M)  appiopriafrd  additional. 

(i.   Upou  a  careful  exaniinatiou  of  llie   subjod,  ]  lind   tlicic  aro  in  ()hii>  of  sur\r\cd  lown^hins 

and  fractional  townships  almnt "  l^jO 

In  Indiana *.;.-,;.; 

Jn  MiehiL;'an  Territory ."idU 

Total  number  of  surveyed  townships i.lXi', 

This  luunber  is  exclusive  of  the  lleld-notcs  of  pri\ate  claims.  Estimatin.^-  that  to  copv  and  compare 
the  iield-notcs  of  one  township,  includin.L;- the  notrs  of  the  cNtrrior  lines  .■iml  the  meanders,  will  rciiuire 
the  labor  of  a  clerk  one  and  a  half  days,  it  follows  ihat  it  -will  r<'iiniie  1(1  years  and  .';',■,!  of  a  vear  for  oni' 
clerk  to  make  copies  of  all  the  lield-notes  in  this  ollice.  exclusive  of  the  notes  of  the   private'claims. 

A  clerk  Competent  tr.i  make  fair  and  accmate  copies  (jf  tield-iioles  may  be  employi'd  for  a  salary  of 
about  six  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obediciit  servant. 

-M.  T.  \villi.v:ms. 

Eli.hh  II.ww.vrd,  Esq.,  Commisgioncr  of  General  Land  Office. 


*  SuHVKYijR  (iEXER.u.'s  (_)rFicn,  Cincinnati,  Orlntur '6,  1831. 

Sir:  As  an  act  of  justice  to  the  public  service,  as  W(dl  as  to  myself,  I  <leeni  it  a  duty  to  communicate 
to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  dejiartmcnt,  the  state  of  the  records  of  this  office  at  the  time  I  assumed 
its  responsibilities.  The  accompanying-  exhibit  thereof  is  now  submitted.  It  has  been  prepared  after  a 
careful  examination  of  the  records  and  tiles  of  each  district  of  the  public  lands  attached  to  this  surveying- 
depiartnient,  and  it  is  believed  to  present  the  actual  state  of  the  records  as  nearly  as  circumstances  will 
adnnt. 

The  period  when  the  surveys  in  each  district  were  made  will  indicate  the  commencement  and  the 
progress  of  the  arrears,  some  pjortion  of  which,  it  will  be  seen,  is  of  nearly  thirty  years'  standing. 

From  my  limited  experience  with  the  duties  of  the  office,  I  believe  it  to  be  im|)racticable,  with  the 
present  provision  for  clerks,  to  make  any  progress  in  bringing  U])  the  records.  Ti.i  perform  the  current 
duties,  and  to  make  full  and  complete  records  of  the  work  growing  out  of  the  surveys  as  they  progress, 
is  as  much  as  can  be  performed,  if  not  more,  with  only  three  clerks.  I  therefore  respectfully  suggest  the 
necessity  of  provision  for  at  least  two  additional  clerks.  It  will  jirobably  require  four  years,  with  this 
additional  assistance,  to  bring  up  the  records  and  place  the  office  in  a  proper  condition. 

For  the  causes  which  liave  operated  to  produce  the  present  state  of  the  records  of  the  office,  I  beg 
leave  to  refer  you  to  a  communication  made  on  the  27th  of  December  last,  by  the  late  surveyor  general; 
and  I  also  beg  leave  to  express  my  entire  concurrence  with  his  views  in  relation  to  the  just  claims  of  the 
chief  clerk  in  this  office  to  an  increase  of  compensation. 

An  additional  appropriation  of  fifteen   hundred  dollars  will  enable  me  to  employ  two  additional 
clerks,  and  to  make  some  addition  to  the  salary  of  the  chief  clerk. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedii-nt  servant, 

M.  T.  WILLIAMS. 

Elij.\h  Hayw.U!D,  Esq.,  Commisdvner  General  Land  Office,  Waidiingtun. 


Stale  of  the  records  e>f  the  putMc  survey.-;  in  the  surri'yor  (jeneral's  rffice  for  tlie  district  of  Ohio,  Lndiana,  and 
the  Territory  of  ilicldyan,  on   the  _first  day  rf  April,  183L 

IN  OHIO. 

I.    STEl'BEXVILI.E    MSTSnjT. 
Recorded.  A'o/  recorded. 

The  ;9fo^<:  and  de.scriptions.  The   wliole   of    the  field-notes  in    the   old   seven 

The   field-nrites   of    the  tivo   mile    hlocls,    in  the     ranges,  about  48  townships,  (surveyed  from  1800  to 
township  north  of  the  old  seven  ranges.  180fi.) 

The  field-notes  of  the  subdivisions  of  the  tico  mile 
blocks  north  of  the  seven  ranges,  about  38  town- 
ships, (surveyed  in  1805  and  1806.) 

2.    M.\nlETT-V    nii^TRieT.f 

The  plats  and  descriptions.  The  whole  of  the  field-notes,  27   townships,  (sur- 

veyed from  1800  to  1806.) 

o  Ttis  document  was  not  copied  for  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

t  The  field-notes  of  ihe  exterior  township  lines  of  the  old  seren  ranges,  situated  in  the  Stenbenville  and  Marietta  districts, 
being  about  75  townships,  are  not  recorded  in  this  otBce.  Copies  of  these  notes,  on  the  margin  of  the  plats  of  the  exterior 
lines,  are  in  thi.-i  office. 
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3.    WOUSTEU    DISTRICT. 


KeCdTcled. 


Koi  recorded. 


'I'lic  plalii  aiiil  fl<'!'cri]ilion.'^,  and  JieId-nole!< 


4.    Z.iXESVILI.E    DISTRICT. 


All  the  j>lal.f  aiul  th't^criptioiii  .soiitli  of  tlie  mili- 
tary tra<'t,  ami  of  the  tcjwiisliips  and  i)art.s  of  town- 
ships in  the  inilitaiy  tract  which  are  survej-cd  into 
Kcction.s;  also  the  plal!<  and  dcscrijAions  of  most  of 
tho  reserved  qnartcr  townships  surveyed  into  lots 
of  100  acres. 

The  field-notes  of  the  two  mile.  hlocH  south  of  the 
military  tract,  of  the  township  lines,  and  the  reserved 
(jiiarler  townshijis  in  the  militarj'  tract;  also,  of  the 
townships  south  of  the  military  tract,  surveyed  into 
half  secliontt,  being  every  alternate  townshii). 


The  jjlat.i  and  descriptions  of  four  reserved 
quarter  townships  surveyed  into  100  acre  lots,  (sur- 
veyed from  1807  to  1818.) 

The  field-notes  of  all  the  townships  and  parts  of 
tiiwnships,  subdivided  into  sections  of  640  acres,  in 
the  military  tract,  being  60  townships  of  five  miles 
square,  (surveyed  in  1803;)  also  the  field-notes  of 
the  subdivisions  of  the  two  mile  blocks  south  of  the 
military  tract,  equal  to  36  townships,  (surveyed  in 
1805  and  1806.) 


5.    CHII.ICOTHE  DISTRICT. 


All  the  plal'<  and  descriptions  south  of  the  mili- 
tary tract,  and  of  tlie  townships  and  parts  of  town- 
ships in  that  tract,  survej-ed  into  sections;  also  of 
part  of  tlie  reserved  quarter  totcnships. 

The  field-notes  of  the  7-eserved  quarter  tou-nships, 
and  the  township  lines  in  the  military  tract,  and  of 
the  two  mile  blocks  of  the  townships  south  of  that 
tract  ;  also  of  the  townships  surveyed  into  half 
sections,  being  every  alternate  township. 


The  plats  and  dei^cripjtions  of  13  of  the  reserved 
quarter  townships  surveved  into  100  acre  lots,  (sur- 
veyed from  1807  to  1818")  The  field-notes  of  all  the 
townships  and  parts  of  townships  in  the  military 
tract,  surveyed  into  sections  of  640  acres,  being  7| 
t(jwnships,  (survej'ed  in  1803.) 

The  field-notes  of  the  subdivisions  of  the  tuv  mUe 
blocks  south  of  the  military  tract,  being  65  town- 
ships, (surveyed  in  1805  and  1806.) 


All    the  2)lats   and  descrijJtion.-^ 
|)art  of  the  field-notes. 


6.    CINCINNATI  DISTRICT. 

ind  the  greater  Tho  field-notes  of  subdivisions  of  the  tuv  mile 
blocks  of  about  20  townships,  (surveyed  from  1805 
to  1812.) 

7.    TIFFIN  DISTRICT. 


The  plats  antl  descriptions  of  the  district,  except 
of  the  12-mile  reserve  at  the  rapids  of  the  Maurnee, 
and  of  the  town  plats  of  Perrj"sburg  and  Croghans- 
ville, 


The  2^^ots  and  descriptions  of  the  12-mile  reserve 
at  the  rapids  of  the  Maumee,  4  townships,  (surveyed 
in  1805,  and  laid  off  into  tracts  or  lots  on  the  river 
in  1816.) 

The  2jlats  of  the  towns  of  Perrysburg  and  Cro- 
ghausville,  (surveyed  in  1816.) 

All  the  field-notes  north  of  tho  base  line,  and  of 
half  the  townships  south  of  that  line. 

Tho  field-notes  of  the  12-mile  reserve  and  of  the 
towns  of  Perrysburg  and  Croghansville,  equal  in 
all  to  about  80  towu.ships,  (surveyed  from  1819  to 
1821.) 


8.    PIQUA  DISTRICT. 


All  the  plats  and  descriptions. 

The  field-notes  south  of  the  base  line. 


The  field-notes  north  of  the  base  line,  equal  to  60 
townships,  (surveyed  from  1819  to  1821.) 


IN  INDIANA. 

1.    JEFFERSO.NVILLE  DISTRICT. 

All  the  jilats  and  desci'ipitions,  and  the  field  notes. 


2.    VINCENNES  DISTRICT. 


All  the  plats  and  descriptions.  The  field-notes  south 
of  Harrison's  purchase,  except  the  townships  embra- 
cing the  private  claims. 


Tho  field-notes  of  all  the  townships  in  "Harrison's 
purchase,"  and  the  field-uotes  of  the  townships  south 
of  Harrison's  purchase,  in  which  private  claims  are 
situated,  equal  in  all  to  94  townships,  (surveyed 
from  1811  to  1819.) 

Private  claims. — The  plats  and  field-notes  of  all  the 
private  claims  in  this  district,  (surveyed  from  1807 
to  1820.) 


O.    INDIANAPOLIS    DISTRICT. 


All  the  2ilats  and  desc-ri'ijtion.'i. 

The  field-notes,  except  40  townships. 


The  field-notes  of  40  townships,   (surveved  from 
1819  to  1821.) 
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4.   ci:a\\  Fiir.Ksvii.i.K  lasnucT. 
litcurJid.  [\'ut  rcccriled 

TIic^jWs  aiul  f/(';so-();/iV)/(.s- smith  of  township  \(i.  23,  Thr  j)lalx  anil  >Jcf!cn'ii/i(iiis  iKirtli  :iiiil  northwcsl  nf 

iiR-hisive,  and  southeast  of  tlio  Walnisii  rivor.  townthip   No.  23,  and  the   Wahasli   rixcr,  hein^-  3(1 

T\\o  field-iiutcs  in  rang-e  No.  1  east  of  2d  lueiidian,     tnwnships. 
and  south  of  the  Wabash  river.  'The  jirhj-imlr^  west  nl'  the   2d   meridian,  ei(iial  tu 

13S  tnwnships,  (survi-yrd  IVnui  1S2()  In  1S3(I.J 

5.    FOirr  WAYNE  mSTUlCT. 

The  plal!<  and  (A'srn'/i//o»,s  south  and   east  of  the         Tho  plols  'm\i\  rlfsrrijillniis  mirth  ami   nnilliwcsl  nf 
Wabash,  Little,  and  Mauinee  rivers.  Wabash,    Little,   iiml    Mauniee   ri\crs,    einial   to   O'.t 

townships. 

Tlie  whole  of  {\i{'  jji'hl-iiiilr.<  in  ihr  district,  cipial 
to  14S  townships,  (sur\-eyed  fro]n  1S22  to  1S30.} 

IX   MICHICAN    TERIilTORY. 
1.  hetuoit  district. 

The  p/a?s  and  fZc.vCT'i/V/o/i.s'of  the  townsliijisinraug-es  The/i/n/sand  dc-iciipfiims  in  ranges  1,  2,  ami  3,  and 

4  to  17,  inclusive,  east  of  the  meridian,  excepting  a  of  a  few  townships  north  of  township  Xo.  (i  noiih, 

few  townships  north  of  the  tiiwnshi))  Xo.  0,  and  ad-  and  adjoining  Lake  Huron,  r(|iial  to  77  townsliips. 

joining  Lake  Huron.  The  Jteld-noti'ft  of  30  townsliips  s(j\itli  of  the  hase 

The,/?eWfto^-.sof  all  the  townships  south  of  the  liasi'  line,  and  of  all  the  townships  north  of  the  ba>.e  line 

line,  except  30,  and  of  all  the  townships  from  the  base  in  ranges   1   to  S,  inclusive  ;  also  a  few  townships 

line  to  township  No.   0  north,  inclusive,  in  ranges  adjoining' Lake  Huron  and  north  of  the  Oth  tow  n^liip 

No.  9  to  17  east.  on   Saginaw  river  and   its  branches,  eipud   to    144 

townships,  (surv<'yed  from  1^17  to  ls:!(). ) 

2,    WIUTE  riGEoN  msTKICT. 

All  the  2'l('il!<  and  detfrnjiliant:,  eipml  to  229  town- 
ships. 

All  the  _/fe/c/-/)o/e.-',  eipuil  to  229  towiiships,  ( sur- 
veyed from  1824  to  April  1,  1831.) 

PRIVATE  CLAIMS  IN    MICniGAN  TERRITORY. 
3.    I-V   riF.TKOIT    DISTRICT,   I'ROrER. 

All  the  plats  and  Jicld-)!oli:'<,  (surveyed  from  1S09 
to  1828.) 

AT  MACKINAW  AND   ADJACENT  SETTLEMENTS. 

All  the  plals  and  ritid-nolrs,  (surveyed  fiom  I81U 
to  1828.) 

.\T  GREEN    BAY  AND  TR.VIRIE  DU   CIIIEN. 

-Ul  the /(/(/As  and  jie[d-nulr.<,  (surveyed  in  1828.) 


3IisceUancoiis  rcrords  nut  made. 

1.  The  field-notes  of  the  State  lines  between   Ohio   and  Michigan  Territory,  Oliio  ;nid  Indiana,  and 
letweeu  Indiana  and  Michigan  Territory. 

2.  The  plats  and  field-notes  of  the  Indian  reservations  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Michigan  Territory. 

3.  The  field-notes  of  Indian  boundary  lines. 


Reeapitidation  of  records  ijet  to  be  made. 

Districts. 

Plats  and 
descriptions. 

Field-notes. 

Rteubcnville 

Tmi-nsliijjs. 

Tiiuii&tdps. 

67 

27 

7.S 

40 

10 

80 

00 

94 

40 
138 
14S 
144 
229 

Being  48  entire  and 

Do.    60         do. 
Do.    71         do. 
Do.                do. 

38  half  townsliips. 

Marietta 

Zancsville 

Cliilicothe 

i 

13 

36  half  townships, 
(i.j  half  townshiiis. 

Cincinnati 

20  half  townships. 

Tiflin,  equal  to 

10 

Piqua .  .        

Vincennes 

Indianapolis 

Crawfordsvillc 

30 
09 

229 

Fort  Wayne                     

Detroit 

White  Pigeon   

432 

1,15,5 
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To  this  result  is  to  be  added  the  rt'cordiiiu'  of  the  plai.-i  and  fidd-nok's  of  all  the  private  claims  in  the 
Yinceniies  district  and  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan;  also  the  several  items  oi  mit^cdlancous  records,  us 
shown  in  the  preceding  statement. 

MICAJAII  T.  WILLIAMS,  Surveyor  General. 

Surveyor  Gener.\i,'s  Office,  C'lnviniialL  Ootober  8,  1831. 


Surveyor's  Office,  Si.  Louis,  November  12,  1832. 
Sir:  I  received  in  due  time  your  letter  of  the  13th  of  September  of  the  present  year,  and  herewith 
submit  the  I'oUowiiig  statements  in  answer  thereto,  viz: 

1.  Tiiere  are  no  recent  surveys  in  this  office  the  field-notes  of  which  require  to  be  tested  by  actual 
protraction  or  otherwise;  but  circumstances,  which  will  be  developed  in  an  after  part  of  this  communica- 
tion, show  that  to  put  the  affairs  of  the  office  in  proper  order,  this  will  be  no  small  item  in  the  catalogue 
of  duties  to  be  performed. 

2.  This  office  has  not  sufficient  data  to  answer  with  precision  what  are  the  arrears  in  furnishing  the 
]jlats  and  descriptive  notes  to  the  General  Land  Office  and  to  the  registers  of  the  several  land  offices,  as 
tlie  record  evidences  thereof  commences  only  with  the  latter  part  of  the  j'ear  1824.  It  is  expected,  how- 
ever, that  of  the  surveys  in  Illinois  and  Missouri  the  plats  have  mostly  been  furnished  to  the  General 
Land  Office,  and  that  the  arrears  to  the  registers  are  about  400  townships  and  fractional  townships,  the 
l)lats  of  which  on  file  in  this  office  are  unauthenticatcd,  and  ought,  with  few  exceptions,  to  be  constructed 
(or  protracted)  anew  from  the  field-notes  and  examined  thereby  before  copies  are  prepared  for  the  laud 
offices,  which  will  require  about  800  days'  labor.  To  make  and  compare  a  copy  of  each  for  the  registers 
will  recpiire,  say  400  days'  labor,  and  to  com|)lete  and  compare  the  descriptive  notes  will  require  about 
400  days'  labor,  making  a  total  of  1,000  days'  labor  to  bring  up  the  arrears  of  this  branch  of  business. 

To  furnish  the  registers  with  copies  of  the  mutilated  plats  of  townships  heretofVire  offered  for  sale  will 
re(iuire  about  1,000  days'  labor. 

3.  There  has  Ijcen  surveyed  in  Illinois  and  Missouri  townships  and  fractional  townships  equal  to  about 
2,204  whole  townships,  of  which  the  jilats  of  only  90  townships  and  13  fractional  townships  have  been 
recorded,  (and  wliicli  record  is  not  authenticated,)  leaving  townships  and  fractional  townships  equal  to 
about  2,108  whole  townships  of  which  the  plats  have  not  been  recorded;  and  as  but  few  of  those  on  file 
are  authenticated,  it  is  thought  advisable  to  recommend  that  an  entire  new  set  be  constructed,  on  suitable 
paper,  from  the  field-notes,  and  examined  and  properly  authenticated  previous  to  putting  them  on  record, 
except  those  in  the  Kaskaskia  district  and  some  of  the  old  surveys  in  the  Howard  and  western  districts, 
of  which  there  are  duplicates,  and  60  townships  in  the  Shawnoetown  district,  of  each  of  which  there  is  one 
copy,  that  Aai'e  latelj"  been  constructed,  but  not  examined  and  authenticated;  and  excepting  also  a  few 
others  which  have  of  late  years  been  made  in  conformity  with  the  present  regulations  of  the  department 
at  Washington  city.  To  construct  anew  from  the  field-notes  such  of  tlie  plats  as  it  is  deemed  necessary 
and  proper,  exclusive  of  those  townships  not  j^et  furni^hed  the  registers,  and  already  estimated  for,  and 
also  those  which  have  lately  been  constructed,  as  before  stated,  will  require  about  4,000  days'  labor.  To 
examine  the  same  and  those  which  have  already  been  constructed,  and  make  the  required  corrections,  will 
be  about  2,000  days'  labor.  To  record  the  whole  of  the  said  plats  and  examine  the  record  will  be  about 
4,000  days'  labor. 

4.  A  small  portion  of  the  field-notes  in  the  Kaskaskia,  Shawnee,  and  Danville  districts,  but  none  in  any 
of  the  other  land  districts,  liave  been  recorded.  It  is  recommended  that  the  whole  be  recorded  with  as  little 
delay  as  practicable,  for  many  of  the  notes  of  the  old  surveys  are  in  a  perishable  condition,  being  in  numerous 
instances  nearly  illegible,  on  account  of  the  indifference  of  the  ink  and  paper,  which  arc  decaying  with  evident 
rapiditj',  and  if  much  longer  delayed  will  be  a  serious  loss  to  the  public.  To  record  and  examine  tiie  whole 
of  the  field-notes,  except  those  already  recorded,  to  examine  the  record,  and  to  make  proper  indexes  thereto, 
it  is  estimated  will  require  9,000  days'  labor. 

5.  According  to  the  foregoing  estimates  it  will  require  thirty-six  clerks  to  bring  up  the  arrears  of 
the  office  and  i)laco  the  documents  therein  in  prop(n'  order  in  two  years,  allowing  300  working  days  to 
the  year;  and  although  it  is  practicalde,  yet  it  is  not  thought  advisable  to  employ  so  great  a  number  at 
one  time. 

6.  In  addition  to  the  clerks  alloAved  by  law,  and  now  engaged  in  this  office,  six  others  might  bo  use- 
fnlly  enqiloyed  at  one  time,  viz  :  three  draughtsmen,  at  $100  each  per  annum,  and  three  recording  clerks, 
at  $000  each. 

7.  Should  Congress  make  an  ajiiiropriation  for  those  objects,  and  allow  six  additional  clerks,  the  office 
rent  would  then  be  about  $300  and  the  fuel  would  cost  about  $150  per  annum. 

The  latter  part  of  your  letter,  requiring  a  separate  estimate  of  the  amount  of  labor  to  be  performed  in 
order  to  furnish  the  General  Land  Office  with  copies  of  all  the  field-notes  of  the  public  surveys  now  extant, 
and  to  furnish  the  district  land  offices  and  the  General  Land  Office  with  copies  of  the  field-notes  instead  of 
descrijjtive  lists,  will  b<.^  the  subject  of  another  communication  by  tliis  day's  mail. 
I  am,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  T.  LANGHAM. 
Elijah  IIayward,  Es(1.,  Commissioner  of  General  Land  Office,  Wushiuijton  City. 

V.  S. — The  press  of  Imsiness  in  conducting  the  ordinary  operations  of  this  office  has  prevented  as 
minute  an  examination  of  the  pa])ers  tiiereof  as  is  desirable,  and  as  would  have  been  made  under  different 
circumstances.  But  it  is  confidently  believed  that  the  most  scrutinizing  inspection  would  vary  the  general 
result  but  little;  and  it  may  be  proper  to  remark  that,  in  estimating  the  time  required  to  perform  the 
different  portions  of  labor,  a  liberal  course  was  pursued,  so  as  to  be  sure  of  not  making  an  under  calcu- 
lation. Therefore,  whatever  errors  nuiy  be  found  will,  it  is  expected,  invariably  lessen  the  foregoing 
estimate,  but  not  to  any  considerable  extent. 
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Sir.VKVdii's   OiiicK,   >y.  Loiiit!,  Xorrnilitr  1-J,  ls:i2. 

Sir:  In  aiiswcf  to  the  latter  pail  d'  ycm-  letter  ..f  ihc  l:][\,  ,,['  Siplcinhcr  last,  I  li:ivc  tn  inlnnii  vi.ii 
that  it  is  estiiiuited  tn  transerihe  all  the  liclihiinlcs  u['  surveys  iiuw  cNtant  in  llliii.us  and  Missmiii,  ti'j  lie 
furnished  tlie  (leneral  Land  Office,  wouhl  require  alunit  s.fidd  iUins'  hilmr,  which,  allowing;' "stlO  worlvin"'- 
days  to  tlie  year,  and  an  annual  coiiipcnsatioii  of  §G0O  to  the  clerks  eni|.li>\-ed,  weuld  cost  fU.OOO.  exirlusivo 
of  additional  ofliee  rent,  fuel,  and  st;itionery.  whicli  would   perhaps  he  Si, Olio,  making-  a  total  (if  $1S  000. 

It  is,  however,  rccoranicnded  that  this  business  slumld  not  he  c eueed  until  the  lield-iioli's  aie  icco'rded 

in  this  office  and  properly  indexed. 

To  furnish  the  (General  Lanil  Office  and  the  district  laml  ullices  with  copies  ol'  the  lield-uoles' in  lieu 
of  descriptive  lists  (jf  the  townships  to  he  surveyed  in  future,  would  reipiii-e  an  additional  lahoj-  propor- 
tioned to  the  rjuantity  of  sur\-eys  that  may  he  executed  in  any  one  year.  .\nd  as  tlieie  are  luit  Ihw 
surveys  that  will  he  returned  to  this  office  hefore  the  latter  part  of  next  year,  no  apprii|uialii.n  will  he 
required  for  that  juirpose  at  the  eiisuiny  session  ot  Congress;  hut  if  it  is  intended  to  furnish  the  n(ites  of 
the  townships  the  plats  of  which  have  not  yet  heen  sent  to  the  district  land  offices,  three  iidditionai  clerks, 
at  a  compensation  of  §600  each  per  annum,  will  he  re(iuired. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Euj.\H  II.\Y\v..\f;ri,  Es(].,  Commis.sio/ier  (if  G'eneml  Land  OjI'icrj  ]]'u>liiii(j/<>n  Citij. 


E.  T.  LAMMI.V.M. 


.SuRVEYon's  Office,  IVa^liiiu/ton,  il//.s',s.,  Oifnlicr -li,  1832. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  13th  ultimo,  I  ha\-e  to  state  that  there  are  about  400  townships  in 
the  old  land  districts  of  tliis  State  of  which  tlic  field-notes  are  not  recorded. 

The  clerks  liere  estimate  the  recording'  of  field-notes  of  three  per  week,  fir  luie  clerk,  as  lieing  suffi- 
cient, which  would  require  the  services  of  two  clerks  one  year  and  a  half  noarlj'. 

The  contracts  for  surveying-  the  late  Choctaw  cession  amount  to  about  §70,000;  and  allowing  that 
eaSh  township,  on  an  average,  may  require  §300,  the  number  of  townships  will  be,  saj'  234,  whicli,  at 
three  per  week,  will  require  one  clerk,  to  record  the  field-notes,  one  year  and  a  half.  These  two  objects 
will  occupy  three  extra  clerks  one  year  and  six  months. 

Tlie  two  clerks  provided  for  by  law,  with  the  surveyor  general,  tlien  Uiay  be  able  to  prepare  the 
township  maps,  record  them,  and  furuish  copies  for  the  General  Land  Office  and  land  offices  respectively. 

It  is  proper  to  remark  that  clerks  who  are  mere  coiiyists  wiiuld  b<'  of  but  little  use  in  cojiying  or 
recording  the  old  surveys.  The  papers  will  require  arranging,  and  notes  for  the  government  of  the 
copyist,  whicli  will  require  the  attention  of  the  surveyiu-  general  frequently  or  a  practical  experienced 
survej-(jr.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  am  induced  to  recommend  the  employment  of  only  three  extra 
clerks,  at  §800  each.  If  it  should  be  deterruined  to  have  all  the  field-notes  copied  out  of  the  record  books, 
as  well  as  those  which  have  neit  been  recorded  for  the  Oeneral  Land  Office,  then  two  or  three  more  clerks 
could  be  employed,  as  they  could  copy  from  the  record  books  without  much  attention. 

The  correspondence  between  this  office  and  the  General  Land  Office  should  be  recorded.  As  yet 
there  has  not  been  time  to  spare  for  this  object.  The  accounts,  too,  shciuld  be  recorded  in  full,  rather 
than  put  them  on  file.  Papers  on  file  are  lialile  to  be  misplaced  and  lost.  Tliere  has  always  heeu  too 
much  service  required  from  this  (iffice  by  the  government  to  be  pro|ierly  performeil  Ijy  the  iiuiuber  of 
clerks  employed. 

My  estimate  furnished  to  the  liegistcr  of  the  Treasury  fir  the  year  1S33,  will  show  yon  wdiat  surveying- 
is  contemplated  fir  the  ensuing  year  with  the  apiprobation  of  the  government,  and  the  expenditures  to 
accomplish  it.     A  copy  is  enclosed,  dated  20tli  instant 

As  to  office  rent,  it  may  be  reasonaljle  to  estimate  it  at  §1^0  pier  annum,  or  inoi'e.  If  several  clerks 
should  be  employed  it  will  require  more  room  than  we  have  at  present.  Tlie  office  I  now  (iccupy  is  at  a 
lower  rate,  but  that  is  because  there  is  very  little  demand  fir  house  room,  and  it  is  not  large  enough  for 
more  clerks  than  are  now  employed. 

As  to  fuel,  I  presume  that  eigdit  cords  of  wood  will  he  sufficient  for  one  fire-place,  and  four  lire-places 
would  not  lie  too  much  for  the  number  of  ]iersons  to  be  conveniently  situated,  which,  at  ¥3  per  cord  f  ir 
wood,  would  amount  to  §06  per  annum.  These  expenses  should,  in  justice,  lie  delVaycd  by  the  public, 
and  not  out  of  the  surveyor's  salary.  Uis  expenses  of  living  an/  unavoidahly  \  cry  considerable  in  a 
southern  country,     llis  services  are  very  laliorious  and  responsible. 

Tlie  copying  of  field-notes  requires,  say,  at  least  double  the  time  that  copying  of  descriptive  notes  of 
a  township  w-ould  require. 

With  great  respect, 

(ilDEON  FITZ,  Siirori/or  of  Fiihlk-  Laiuh,  Stale  of  Tcnnrnsee 

Ei.i.i.\n  IL\Yw,\Rn,  Esip,  Commi.-idu/icr  <>f  llw  General  Land  Office. 


Surveyor's  C)ffice,  Fhnrnee^  Alalmma,  November  20,  1832. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  circular  letter  of  the  loth  Seiitember  last,  I  make  the  following  estimate^  and 
report,  to  wit:  That  part  of  the  Choctaw  country  lately  ceded  to  the  United  States,  which  lies  in  the  State 
of  Alaliama,  has  been  surveyed  and  returned  to  this  office.  It  contains  sixty-three  townships  and  frac- 
tional townships,  thirty-nine" of  which  lie  in  the  St.  Stephen's  land  district,  and  twenty-four  in  the  Tusca- 
loosa laud  district,  none  of  which  liave  as  yet  been  protracted  <ir  copied  in  this  office. 

That  part  of  the  Creek  country  lately  ceded  to  the  United  States,  within  the  limits  of  Alabama,  has 
much  of  it  been  surveyed  and  returned  to'tliis  ofliee,  and  the  whole  survey  will  be  completed  and  returns 
made  by  the  last  of  this  year.  It  is  estimated  to  contain  277  townshiiis  and  fractional  townships,  to  wit: 
165  in  Tallapoosa  district,  and  112  in  the  Coosa  land  district,  making  in  the  whole,  as  before  stated,  277 
townships  and  fractional  townships,  none  of  wdiich  have  l)een  protracted  or  copied  in  this  office. 
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St.  Steplieu'.s  land  district 39   townships  and  fractions. 

Tnscal.Kjsa  land  district 24    do 

Tallapoosa  land  district 1155    do 

Coosa  land  district 112    do 


Total 340  townships  and  fractional 

townsliips;  all  of  which  have  to  be  protracted,  and  two  copies  each  of  the  township  plats  and  descriptive 
notes  to  be  made  for  the  General  Land  OtKce  and  the  registers'  offices. 

With  the  present  force  in  this  office  it  will  recpiire  four  and  a  half  years,  and  perhaps  five  years,  to 
])erforni  the  above  work,  including  the  various  incidental  duties  of  the  office. 

To  bring  up  all  the  arrears  of  work  in  this  office,  including  the  above  work,  within  two  years,  it  will 
require  the  amount  of  fdur  adilitional  clerks,  one  of  which  must  be  a  good  draughtsman,  to  work  under 
tlio  directions  of  the  piesent  draughtsman,  whose  qualitications  will  enable  him  to  direct  and  instruct  the 
young  draughtsman  and  perform  his  own  duties  also,  l.iut  who  ought  to  be  compensated  for  such  addi- 
tional service  and  labor.  In  the  event  of  thus  pressing  the  business  of  this  office,  the  labors  of  the  present 
draug'htsman  and  clerks  will  liecome  laborious  and  increased,  and  therefore,  in  justice,  their  salaries 
should  be  raised  to  one  thousaml  dollars  each.     I  would  propose  an  appropriation,  as  follows: 

For  salarj'  of  principal  clerk $1,  000 

For  salary  of  principal  draughtsman 1,  000 

For  salary  of  four  clerks,  each  $625 2,  500 

Additional  office  rent  per  year 100 

Fuel  per  year 40 


4,640 


To  make  a  complete  copy  of  all  the  iield-notes  of  the  surveys  in  this  State,  and  furnish  one  copy  thereof 
to  the  General  Land  Office  and  to  the  registers'  offices,  it  is  presumed,  would  require  the  labor  of  the  fore- 
going force  two  years  over  and  above  the  time  to  perform  all  the  duties  in  the  ordinary  way  as  at  pi'lftent 
practiced. 

I  have  no  correct  data  from  which  to  make  a  correct  estimate  of  the  time  to  perform  the  service  as 
required  in  your  letter  first  alluded  to,  but  presume  the  foregoing  is,  as  near  as  may  be,  a  reasonable 
allowance  for  the  labor  required. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  COFFEE. 

Hon.  Elijah  Hayward,  Commissioner  of  Ihe  General  Land  Office. 


Lake  Jackson,  November  26,  1832. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  circular  of  the  13th  September  last,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  as  far  as  the  feeble 
state  of  my  health  has  permitted,  I  have  carefully  examined  the  same. 

For  the  ordinary  business  of  the  office  the  duties  should  be  divided  or  classed  into  three  parts,  giving 
an  equal  portion  to  each,  as  near  as  may  be:  First,  a  person  to  make  calculations  exclusively  of  the 
contents  of  sections,  fractions,  and  private  claims,  and  to  examine  the  protractions,  &c.  Secondly,  a 
draug'htsman  to  make  out  three  fair  plats  of  each  township  plat,  three  fair  copies  of  each  private  claim,  &c. ; 
and  a  third  clerk  to  attend  to  making  out  three  fair  copies  of  the  field-notes,  making  out  accounts,  &c., 
wliich  three  are  indispensable.     The  duties  of  tlie  draughtsman  at  this  time  far  exceeds  the  other  duties. 

In  proportion  as  the  surveys  advance  to  the  east,  so  in  proportion  will  <lifficulties  increase,  owing  to 
the  intervention  of  private  claims,  and  tlie  consequent  additional  labor  required  in  each  township  jilat 
more  than  formerly. 

In  relation  to  the  eastern  land  district  of  Fhjrida,  there  remain,  under  the  last  contract,  two  town- 
ships to  be  finished,  and  it  will  take  ab(jut  si.x  days  to  complete  them.  In  the  western  land  district  there 
remain,  under  the  last  contract,  three  townships  to  be  completed,  and  it  will  take  about  si.x  days  to  com- 
plete them  also. 

There  remain  under  old  contracts,  in  said  districts,  twenty-three  townships  that  have  been  suspended, 
which  will  take  about  three  months  to  be  completed. 

The  answers  to  the  2d,  3d,  and  4th  queries,  are  included  in  the  above. 

In  answer  to  the  5th  query,  it  will  require,  exclusive  of  the  three  above  named,  the  services  of  two 
first  rate  calculators  for  fractions,  sections,  private  claims,  and  to  subdivide  and  lay  down  the  lots  in 
fractions;  two  first  rate  draughtsmen  to  make  three  fair  copies  of  each  township  plat  and  private  claim  ; 
and  two  eligible  clerks  to  take  copies  of  all  the  field-notes  heretofore  surveyed,  to  be  filed  in  the  General 
Land  Office;  making,  in  all,  nine  clerks  who  could  thus  be  advantageously  employed  at  one  and  the  same 
time. 

Answer  to  the  6th  query  :  The  clerks'  salaries,  agreeably  to  the  above  arrangement,  should  be  as 
much  if  not  more  than  any  in  the  surveying  department  in  the  United  States,  because  their  duties  are 
equal  to,  if  not  more  arduous  than  those  of,  any  other  officer  in  the  United  States;  but,  agreeably  to  the 
present  salaries,  the  seven  first  named  should  be  allowed  a  compensation  of  $1,000  each,  and  the  others 
$800  or  $1,000  each. 

Answer  to  7th  query:  House  rent,  fuel,  tables,  instruments,  &c.,  and  stationery,  would  require  from 
$1,000  to  ,$1,200  for  the  two  years. 

liecapilulation. 

One  additional  clerk  to  perform  the  ordinary  business  for  two  years  from  January  1,  1833.  ."  $2,  000  00 

Two  calculators  to  bring  up  arrears  on  old  surveys ". 4,  000  00 

Two  draughtsmen ".  .  .  do .  . do 3,200  00 

House  rent,  fuel,  desks,  copying,  glasses,  &c 1,  200  00 

( 'arried  f  irward 10,  400  00 
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l?.-onsl,t  forward...         $10,  .(00  00 

1  wo  years  salary  ot  the  present  two  elerks ^   ,1,1^  (^^ 

I'o of  the  surveyor  i;-eiieral "  '  ^'  Q,^^.   .^.. 

The  whole  expenditure  for  salaries,  e.Kclusive  of  surveying- iV^tUO^OO 

Pediiet  for  salary  of  the  surveyor  g-eneral  and  his  two'elerks,  as  now  allowed  I'ly  law!  ..  .  6  000  00 

This  amount  required  to  lu-ing-  up  arreara.i^es  in  said  time    12  400  00 

In  eonclusion,  I  would  beg  leave  further  to  state  that,  sliouhl  those  additional  duties  be  imijo.sed  on 
the  office,  the  surveyor  general  ought  couseciuently  to  be  allowed  an  additional  salary  of  $500  durin--  the 
above  two  years  alluded  to.  "  ° 

I  am,  sir,  very  respert fully,  yours,  &.C., 

„         ^  "  KOBEltT  HFTLEK. 

Ki.i,i.\ii  li.\Y\v.\Rii,  hscp,  Cnmro/   General  Lund  Offire,WasJiingfoii,  D.  (J. 
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Synopsis  of  the  iiifonnafion  rereieed  from  the  aunvi/or.-;  general  in  a  repli/  to  a  eircular  letter  from  the  Gent 

Land  Office,  dated  September  13,  ls32. 


■al 


Objects  indicated  in  the 
circular. 

M.  T.  Williams,  surveyor 
general  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Michigan. 

A.  T.  Lanshnm,   sur- 
veyor gfiural  of  Illi- 
nois and  Missoiiri. 

Gideon  Fitz,  surveyor 
general    of    Missis- 
sippi. 

John  Coftee,  surveyor 
general  of  Alabama. 

Kobt    Butler,  surveyor 
general  of  Florida. 

d. 

c 
0 

■s 

c 

Days' laborneces- 
sary  lo  do  the 
work. 

c 
i 

0 

0 

d 

Days' labor  nccos 
sary  to  do  llii- 
work. 

0 
0 
c 

2 

S  S    . 

n. 

Z 
0 

6 
Z 

1  2  . 
-  ^^ 

i 

c 
0 
0 

d 

Days' labor  neces- 
sary to  do  the 
work. 

1.  The  number  of  townships 
surveyed,  the  field-notes  ot 
which  require  lo  be  tested 
by  protraction 

340 

3,000 



2.  Amount  of  arrears  in  fur- 
nishmg  copies  of  township 
plats  and  descriptive  notes, 
to  the  general  and  district 
laud  offices 

96descrip's 
433 
1,150 

400 
2,108 

9,600 
10,000 
9,000 

36  clerks. 

6  add'l  clerks. 
S-l.iCl 

8,500 

3,000 

3.  Arrears  in  recording  town- 

234 
634 

1 

1,350 

4.  Arrears  in  recording  field 
notes 

4  add'l  clerk.'!. 

5.  Number  of  clerks  neces- 
sary lo  bring  up  the  back 
work  within  two  years,. 

6.  The    number    of    clerks 
which  could  beadvantage- 
ouslj'  employed  at  one  time 

7.  House  rent,  fuel,  &c 

T  n,|,1M  plprk*! 

3  add'l  clerks. 

9  add'l  clerks. 

5150 

3,S74 

S976 

$140     ■ 

$550 

Transcribing  field   books  for 
the  purpose  of  having  the 
same  tiled  and  preserved 
among  the  archives  of  the 
General  Land  Office 

9,183 

3,600 

A  BILL  in  relation  to  the  .irreans  of  business  in  tlie  offices  of  tlie  surveyors  general  of  public  lands,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep)'e:?entatives  rjf  the  United  Stales  of  America  in  Crjngref:s 
assemliled,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  cause  the  various 
arrears  in  the  offices  of  the  surveyors  general  in  tiie  preparation  of  tiieir  returns  of  surveys  for  the 
General  Land  Office  and  district  land  offices,  and  also  the  arrears  iu  the  recording  of  the  township  plats, 
and  ihe  field  notes  thereof,  to  be  brought  up  and  completed  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Sec.  2.  Atul  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  made  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  require  the  several  surveyors  .general  to  prepare  accurate  transcripts  of  the  field-notes  of 
all  the  public  surveys  heretofor(>  made  "in  their  respective  districts;  which  transcripts  shall  be  duly 
certified  and  forwarded  to  the  General  Land  Office  to  be  filed  among  the  archives  of  said  office. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  order  to  eflect  the  objects  intended  by  this  act,  the  following 
sums  are  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  expended  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury: 

For  the  office  (if  the  surveyor  general  of  Oliio,  Indiana,  and  Territory  of  Michigan. 

For  the  office  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Illinois  and  Missouri. 

For  the  office  of  the  surveyor  g-eneral  of  the  State  of  ilississippi. 

For  the  office  of  the  surveyor  general  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  in  addition  to  the  unexpended 
balance  of  the  last  appropriation. 

For  the  office  of  the  surveyor  general  of  the  State  of  Alabama. 

For  the  office  of  the  surveyor  general  of  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

For  the  office  of  the  surveyor  general  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  wdienever  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  be  satisfied  that 
the  surveyors  general  hold  their  offices  in  buildings  that  are  fire-proof,  he  shall  be,  and  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  allow  to  each  a  sum  not  exceeding  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum  for  office  rent  and  fuel. 
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No.  1102. 


2n  Session. 


RELATIVE  TO  THE  SURVEY  AND  SALE  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

CUM-ML'XICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    BEl'RESENTATIVES    JAXUAKY  24,    1833. 

Treasury  Departsient,  January  22,  1833. 

Sir:  I  havo  tlie  liniior  tn  transmit  a  report  lr(im  the  Conunissiouer  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office, 
containiiij;-  tlie  inforrnatiou  reiniired  by  a  re.sohitiou  of  the  House  of  Peprescntativcs  of  the  3d  instant, 
rehitinn-  tn  tlio  survey  and  sale  of  the  public  lauds,  so  i'ar  as  it  can  be  furnished  by  the  means  at  present 
iu  that  olHco. 

I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LOUIS  JIcLANE,  Seirrlari/ oftlv  Treaswy. 
The  H(5n.  Speaker  o/'Z/tc  Ilmisc  of  RcpresenlaUws. 


General  Land  Office,  January,  1833. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  bearing- 
date  the  3d  instant,  in  the  words  following',  to  wit: 

"  Resulved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  report  to  this  House  a  statement  showing-  the  fol- 
lowing- facts: 

"  1st.  The  average  amount,  per  annum,  appropriated  and  expended  in  the  survey  of  the  public  lands, 
since  1st  January,  1823. 

"  2d.  The  average  amount,  per  annum,  of  public  lands  offered  at  public  sale  since  the  1st  of  Januarj', 
1823. 

"  3d.  The  quantity  of  public  lands  which  have  remained  subject  to  private  entry,  and  not  sold  for  a 
period  of  twenty  j'ears  and  more. 

"4th.  The  quantity  of  public  lands  which  have  been  subject  to  private  entry  for  fifteen  and  under 
twenty  }-ears. 

"  5th.  The  quantity  of  public  lands  which  have  been  in  market,  subject  to  private  sale,  for  ten  years 
and  under  fifteen  years,  designating-  the  State  and  Territory  in  which  the  lands  are  situated. 

"The  quantity  of  public  land  in  each  State  and  Territory,  the  amount  sold,  and  the  amount  received 
therefor,"  and  which  you  have  referred  to  this  office,  I  luxve  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  the  accom- 
panying statements  marked  A,  B,  0,  and  D. 

In  reference  \o  the  statement  marked  0,  I  have  to  observe  that  it  affords  the  information  sought  for 
by  the  3d,  4th,  and  5th  clauses  of  the  resolution  as  far  as  the  present  means  in  the  office  will  admit  of  so 
doing. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELIJAH  HAYAVARD. 

Hon.  Louis  McLane,  Secretary  cf  the  Treasury. 


A. 


Average  amount  per  annum  appropriated  and 

'.rpended  in  the  survey  of 

theimhlic  lands  si)iec  January  1,  1823. 

Years. 

Appropriated. 

■  Expended. 

1823 

$197,000   00 

75,  000  00 

114,982  60 

74,  131  00 

30,  000  00 

33,  000  00 

95,  000  00 

8,  000  00 

130,  000  00 

210,  000  00 

$135,996  98 

108,  891   00 

133,  928  83 

46   769   6S 

1824 

1825 

1826 

1827 

53,  718  15 
45,  852  97 
51,289  08 
73,894  69 
65,  269  03 
182,  860  22 

1828 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 

m 

967,  113  60 

898,470  60 

Average  for  ten  years 

96,  711  36 

89  847  06 

.  lucluded  in  the  above  is  $18,000  appropriated  and  $13,000  expended,  for  surveys  of  private  land 
claims  in  Florida.  J         t 


Treasury  Department,  Register's  Office,  January  10,  1833. 


MICHAEL  NOURSE,  Acting  Register. 
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StaiiMncnt  ishoirintj  tlic  ijuantihi  of  inihlic  luiul  n/I'mul/or  suli'  in  aicli  Slair  anil  Ttrrilnnj,  and  lln:  arrrar/e  quan- 
litij  per  annum  from  Jannari/  I,  1823,  to  JJcccuihcr  31,  1^31,  (  nnil,r  Ihr  second  clause  (f  llic  resolalioii.) 


State  or  Territory. 

No.  of  to\vnship.s. 

Remarks. 

Ohio      

25 
247 
310 
452 
3281 
501' 
28fiJ 
34(1.1 
300' 
200 

Illinois 

Afissouri 

Averao'c    qnanlity,   por  annnni,   fur   llio  nine  years  com- 
mencing:  January    1,    1823,    iiml    cinling   December  31, 
1831 — 344  townsliiiis  [icr  aniiuni. 

Louisiana 

Michigan 

Arkansas 

Do       

, 

Total 

3,  0931 

J.^xr.vRY  22,  1833. 


ELIJAH   IIAYWARD. 


C. 

Table  exhibiting  the  aggregale  quantity  ofptihlio  land  7vmaining  unsold  and  guhject  to  in'ivate  entry  in  the  several 
States  and  Territories,  Deecmher  31,  1831 ;  showing,  as  nearly  as  practicable,  the  quantity  remaining  unsold 
at  said  date  ichich  has  been  in  martet  since  th-  operation  of  the  cash  system,  and  also  the  quantity  remain- 
ing unsold  at  said  date  vMch  was  in  rnarlet  prior  to  the  operation  of  the  cash  system,  (intended  to  afford, 
the  information  sought  for  tnj  tlie  tltird,  fourlli,  and  fftli  clauses  of  tin;  resolution,  as  far  as  the  present 
means  in  the  office  wUl  admit  of  so  doing.) 


Is 

;S  ^  ^ 

.2|o 

— 'rr   .30 

.^  3  - 

State  or  Territory. 

;=  "^  3 

cm  i 

Remarks  respecting  the  lands  which  were  in  market 
prinr  to  the  operation  v(  the  cash  system. 

Quantity  in 
tlie   opei 
cash  sy.st 

1  sl 

Ohio 

5,  G31,  801 

3,  457,  323 

2,  174,478 

Nearly  all  in  market  for  twenty  years;  the 

greater  portion  from  twenty-five  to  thirty 

years. 

Indiana 

10,471,580 

5,  924,  780 

4,  540,  800 

Nearly  all  in  market  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
years. 

15,  302,  239 

11,  101,097 

4,  200,  542 

Nearly  all  in  market  for  filteen  years  and 

iqiwards. 

Jlissouri 

Ifi,  12C.,  731 

13,  14S,  122 

2,  978,  609 

The  earliest  sales  in  1-818;  heavy  sales 
occurred,  however,  subsequently,  under 
the  credit  .system;  average  period  about 
twelve  years. 

Missis.sippi 

Alabama 

0,  778,  362 

5,  242,  120 

4,  536,  230 

From  twelve  to  twenty  years. 

17,  992,  339 

11,  820,  530 

0,  171,  803 

From  twelve  to  twenty-two  years;  average 

period  may  lie  said  t(_i  lie  liiteen  years. 

Louisiana 

6,  107,  188 

4,  '.125,  757 

1,  181,  431 

About  thirteen  years. 

Michigan 

8,  059,  428 

7,  234,  703 

824,  005 

Do 

Arkansas 

9,875,041 
5,  0(53,  040 

'1  875  041 

5,  063,  040 

104,  407,  755 

77,  793,  185 

20,  014,  570 

ELIJAH  IIAYWARD. 


Janu.\ry  22,  1833. 
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D. 

Statement  shoidng  the  quantity  of  public  land,  in  each  State  and  nrritory,  Ihequantity  sold,  and  the  amount 
received  from  the  purchasers  therefor,  ( in  reply  to  the  last  clause  oj  the  resolution.) 


State  or  Territory. 


Ohio 

Indiana 

Illinois 

Missouri..  . . 
Mississippi  . 
Alabama  .  .  . 
Louisiana. . . 
Michigan  .. . 
Arkansas .  . . 
Florida  .... 

Total 


Quantity  of  land  to 
wliicli  tlie  Inlian 
and  foreign  title 
has  been  extin- 
guished. 


Acres 

24,  627,  142 

t23,  553,  920 

35,  188,  480 

39,  119,018 

J30,  157,  440 

§32,  477,  680 

31,463,040 

19,  580,  160 

34,  209,  280 

31,589,440 


301,965,600 


Quantity  of  land  sold 
by  the  United  States 
to  December  31, 
1831. 


Acres. 

8,  846,  409 

5,817,038 

2,  178,012 

1,955,572 

1,596,288 

4,335,471 

344,  753 

948,  289 

78,  000 

424,  618 


26,  524,  450 


Net  amount  of  sales 
and  moneys  paid  by 
purchasers  to  De- 
cember 31,  1831. 


^=$17,  213,868  81 
7,597,  791  21 
2,  758,463  46 
2,  917,319  45 
2,  545,  810  03 
8,  949,  995  96 
629,  638  49 
1,  239,  424 
97,  644 


12 

27 


571,  868  39 


1144,521,824  19 


o  This  sum  includes  all  the  moneys  received  for  land  sold  in  that  part  of  Cincinnati  district  lying  in  the  State  of  Indiana. 
fTliere  is  included  in  this  quantity  3,681,000  acres,  the  estimated  number  of  acres  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the 
Pottawatomie  treaty  not  yet  ratified  by  the  Senate. 

{Including  5,9il7,440  acres,   the  estimated  quantity  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  treaty  with  the  Chickasaws  not 
yet  ratiiied  by  the  Senate. 

§  Including  338,640  acres,  the  estimated  quantity  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  treaty  with  the  Chickasaws  not  yet 
ratified  by  the  Senate. 

II  This  sum  includes  the  following  items,  viz  : 

Certificates  of  public  land  debt  and  army  land  warrants S984, 189  91 

Forfeited  land  stock  and  military  land  scrip 757,778  23 

Mississippi  stock 2,448,789  44 

United  States  stock 257,660  73 

4,448,418  31 


ELIJAH  HAYWARD. 


Januaky  22,  1833. 


22d  Congress.] 


No.  1103. 


[2d  Session. 


APPLICATION  OF  VERMONT  FOR  A  DIVISION  OF  THE  PROCEEDS  OF  THE  SALES  OF  THE 
PUBLIC  LANDS  AMONG  THE  SEVERAL  STATES. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  SEN.WE  .TANUARY  25,   1833. 

STATE  OF  VERMONT. 

Resolved,  the  governor  and  council  concurring-  herein.  That  our  senators  in  Congress  be  instructed, 
and  our  representatives  requested,  to  sustain  by  all  proper  means  a  division  of  the  moneys  arising  from 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  in  accordance  with  the  principles  contained  in  the  report  made  by  Mr.  Clay 
to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  at  the  last  session  of  Congress. 


Read  and  passed. 


In  General  Assembly,  November  7,  1832. 

ROBERT  PIERPONT,  Clerk. 


Read,  and  resolved  to  concur. 


In  Council,  November  8,  1832. 


G.  B.  MANSER,  Secretary. 


1833.]  CLAIM    TO    I.AM)    IN    MISSUIUI.  G05 


22d  Coxgress.]  No    1104.  [2d  Session. 

0  N    C  L  A  I  M    T  0    L  A  N  I)    I  N    L  ()  U  I  S  I  A  \  .V  . 

C(>MMrXIC.\TED    T(1    THE    HOrsE    OK    KErRKSENTATIVES    .lANTAnV    2'.l,     1S33. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on   Private  Land  Claims,  to  wlinm   was  rel'crreil  tlie  petitinn  of 
Aslier  Moryan  and  the  heirs  of  I'liilip  Fitzgerald,  r(.'p(irti'il: 

That  Asher  Morgan  and  the  heirs  of  Philip  Fitzgerald  resided  on  and  eultivated  cpiarter  seetions 
numbers  tv;enty-three  and  twenty-tViur,  in  township  twent_y-one,  and  range  thirteen  east,  in  tiie  district  of 
lands  north  of  Red  river  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  near  Lake  Providence,  and  that  tliey  were  entitled  to 
the  right  of  pre-emption  under  the  act  of  Congress  passed  May  29,  1830;  that  they  applied  in  due  time  to 
purchase  said  tracts  under  the  provision  of  said  act  of  Congress,  but  were  refused  upon  the  ground  of 
the  said  quarter  sections  Ijaving  been  reserved  by  the  register  and  receiver  for  the  use  of  scIkjoIs.  The 
committee  is  of  opinion  that  the  said  applicants  are  entitled  to  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  said  quarter 
sections,  and  have  reported  a  bill  for  their  relief;  and,  also,  authorizing  the  selection  of  two  other  quarter 
sections,  for  the  use  of  schools  in  said  district,  by  the  register  and  receiver. 


22d    Congress.]  ^  No.    1105.  [2n   Session. 


0\    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    MISSOURI. 

COSnirXICATEIl  TO  THE  IIOL'SE  OF  REPRESENT.ATIVES  .lANUARV  29,    1833. 

Mr.  Carr,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Isidore 

Moore,  reported : 

That  on  the  first  day  of  June,  1797,  Don  Zenon  Trudeau,  then  lieutenant  governor  of  the  country 
now  formed  into  the  State  of  Missouri,  granted  Thf)mas  Fenwick,  an  American  emigrant,  a  tract  of  500 
arpents  of  land,  French  superficial  measure,  to  Lie  loc.ited  between  Apple  creek  and  Cinge  Homme's 
creek,  in  the  present  county  of  Perry,  in  said  State.  The  land  granted  lies  within  a  tract  of  country 
upon  which  the  Spanish  government  permitted  a  remnant  of  the  old  Shawnee  nation  of  Indians  to  settle 
after  their  defeat  and  dispersion  by  the  United  States.  On  the  22d  of  ^lay,  1813,  the  petitioner,  who 
appears  to  bo  a  farmer  by  occupation,  with  a  large  family,  purchased  the  claim  from  Fenwick,  and,  in  the 
following  .spring,  by  permission,  settled  upon  the  land  authorized  to  be  occupied  by  the  grant,  and  has 
resided  thereon  ever  since.  In  Novemiier,  1827,  the  petitioner  forwarded  a  former  petition  to  Congress, 
praying  a  confirmation  to  his  claim;  that  in  October,  1828,  the  land  upon  which  said  petitir)ner  lives  was 
brought  into  market  by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  that  he  availed  himself  of  the  right  of 
pre-emption,  and  purchased  240  acres  of  hind  named  in  the  petition,  and  including  his  improvements;  that, 
on  the  26th  day  of  May,  1830,  (after  the  sale  aforesaid,)  his  claim  was  confirmed  by  a  law  of  Congress,  and 
authorized  the  proper  surveyor  to  survey  said  claim  so  as  to  include  the  iniprovements  of  the  petitioner, 
as  nearly  in  the  centre  of  said  tract  as  the  situation  of  the  other  private  claims  would  permit;  and  upon 
presentation  of  an  authentic  copy  of  the  survey  to  the  General  Land  Office  a  patent  should  issue  to  the 
claimant  for  the  land  so  surveyed,  which  act  provides  that  it  shall  not  afl'ect  the  rights  of  any  other 
individual  to  the  same  grant  thereby  confirmed;  and  that  if  any  part  of  such  survey  should  fall  upon  the 
16th  section  reserved  for  township  schools,  the  county  court  of  Perry  countj-  might  select  any  other  sec- 
tion or  part  of  section  in  the  same  township,  the  sale  of  which  is  authorized  by  law,  and  enter  the  same 
with  the  register  of  the  proper  land  office,  to  be  reserved  for  the  use  of  schools  in  said  township  instead 
of  such  sixteenth  section.  The  petitiimer  further  states  that  the  land  is  so  entered  round  and  near  his 
purchase  that  to  survey  it  adjoining,  if  the  law  would  bear  that  construction,  he  could  not  get  more  than 
160  acres  of  land  that  would  be  "worth  having;  the  balance  is  so  stony  and  full  of  sinkholes,  and 
deprived  of  timber  by  intruders,  that  it  would  not  sell  for  2.5  cents  an  acre. 

The  petitioner  prays  that  a  supplement  may  be  added  to  the  law  enabling  him  to  locate  his  claim 
conformable  to  the  sectional  subdivisions,  either  by  quarter  sections,  half  quarter  or  quarter  sections,  so 
as  to  enable  him  to  enter  the  whole  of  the  claim  in  ]iarcels  with  the  register  of  the  land  office  at  Jackson, 
Missouri,  and  that  the  same  bo  certified  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  and  patents 
issue  as  in  other  cases. 

There  is  no  proof  before  the  committee  showing  that  the  lands  are  entered  round  and  near  the  pur- 
chase of  the  petitioner,  as  he  has  alleged.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  petitioner  is  entitled  to  the 
money  which  he  paid  for  the  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  named  in  his  petition,  which  was  brought 
into  market  by  the  government  previous  to  the  confirmation  of  his  claim  thereto,  and  for  that  purpose 
report  a  bill. 
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22d  Con-gress.]  No    hog.  [2d  Session. 

APPLICATION  OF  ILLLXOLS  FOIf  A  PEDUCTION    OF  THE  PRICE  OF  TUE  PUBLIC  LANDS 

TO  ACTUAL   SETTLEPtS. 

CO.MMLWIC.VTED  TO  THE  SEX.VTE  J.WUARY  31,   1833. 

Whereas  tlio  Presitlent  of  the  United  States,  in  liis  late  message  to  Congress,  lias  called  the  attention 
of  that  bodj-  to  the  subject  of  the  future  disposition  of  the  public  land.s,  a  subject  in  which  the  people  of 
Illinois  arc  vitally  interested:  therefore — 

Bcso!i:cd  hi/  the  general  asf<embly  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  That  the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  relative  to  the  future  disposition  of  the  public  lands  merit,  as  they  will  doubt- 
less receive,  the  decided  approbation  of  the  people  of  this  State. 

Ikaolved,  That  <jnr  senators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  our  representatives  requested,  to  use  their 
best  exertions  to  procure  such  a  reduction  of  the  price  of  puljlic  land  t(j  actual  settlers  as  will  meet  the 
liberal  and  patriotic  views  of  the  President 

Besohvd,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolutions  be  forwarded  to  our  senators  and 
representatives  in  Congress. 

ALEX.VNDEPt  M.  JENKINS,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
ZADOK  CASEY,  ,S)x'a/.-ec  of  the  Senate. 

Originated  in  the  senate. 

JESSE  B.  THOMAS,  Jr.,  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 


22d  Congress.]  JSTo.    1107.  [2d  Session. 

APPLICATION  OF  ILLINOIS  FOll  A  GRANT  OF  LAND  FOR  CONSTRUCTING  A  ROAD  FROM 

DETROIT  TO  CHICAGO. 

COILMUNICVTED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF   REIT.ESENTATIVES  FKBRU.VRY   1,   1833. 

liesolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  That  our  senators  and  representative  in  Con- 
gress be  requested  to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  have  the  road  located  and  improved  from  Detroit  to 
Chicago  by  the  general  government,  extended  and  continued  on  from  Chicago  to  Galena,  and  that  the 
.same  be  located  and  improved  so  soon  as  practicable;  and,  in  case  the  general  government  shall  decline 
the  work,  that  a  grant  of  land  be  made,  to  be  selected  in  some  land  district  in  that  section  of  country,  of 
one  hundred  sections,  to  enable  tlie  State  of  Illinois  to'construct  said  road;  also,  that  a  grant  of  land  of 
forty  sections  be  made  to  tiiis  State,  to  be  selected  in  the  Danville  district,  to  improve  the  present  State 
road  from  the  west  bank  of  the  AValiash  river,  opposite  Vincennes,  to  Chicago. 

ALEXANDER  M.  JENKINS,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  ReprcsentaUves. 

ZADOK  (2\^^Y,  Speahr  of  tlie  Senate. 


Originated  in  tiie  senate. 


JESSE  B.  THOMAS,  Jr.,  Secretary  rf  the  Senate. 


22d  Congress.]  No.   1108.  [2d  Session. 

APPLICATION  OF  INDIANA  IN  RELATION  TO  PRE-EMPTION  RIGHTS  AND  THE  DISPOSITION 
OF  THE  LANDS  ACQUIRED  FROM  THE  POTTA^VATOMIE  INDIANS. 

COMMUNIC.iTED    TO    THE    SEX.UE    FEBRU.VRY    2    .\ND    4,    1833. 
A  JOINT  KESOLUTION  of  the  general  assembly  of  Indiana,  relative  to  the  public  lands. 

Whereas  the  liberal  iiolicy  of  the  general  government,  granting  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  upon 
])ublic  lands,  has  met  witli  the  approbation  of  the  people  of  Indiana  and  awakened  tlie  warmest  feelings 
of  gratitude  in  the  mind  of  tlio  actual  settlor,  without  in  anj'  way,  as  is  believed,  occasioning  loss  to  the 
national  treasury;  and  believing  tliat  a  continuance  of  the  same  policy  is  alike  called  for  both  b}' justice 
and  liljcrality  towards  manj'  of  our  industrious  but  unfortunate  citizens:  therefore — 

Resolved  by  the  general  assembly  vf  the  State  of  Indiana,  That  our  senators  and  representatives  in 
Congress  be  requested  to  use  their  exertions  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  for  two  years  longer  the 
provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "An  act  to  grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  upon  public 
lands,"  approved  July,  1832. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  canse  a  copy  of  the  preceding  resolution  to  be  forwarded 
to  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress. 

JOHN  W.  DAVIS,  Spealcr  of  the  House  of  Rejiresentatives. 
DAVID  \\^\LLACE,  President  of  the  Senate. 

A|ipnivc(l  .Tanuavv  lo,  1833. 

0  N.  NOBLE. 
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K  xr  !■;  N  nil' L  itKs  on    acco  c  n  ■!■  oi-   rrnMr   lands. 
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A  JOINT  i;ESOLi;nuN  ..f  the  i;iiirml  as^Liubly  oC  tliu  Stitc  ,.f  ln,li:ni;i  t..  uii;.-  llic  ^|K•^,lv  survey  :umI  silr  i,f  1  ui.l.s 
recently  obtaiued  by  a  treaty  eoucluib'il  witli  tlie  L'ottaw.itinuie  lu.lians,  ami  the  (^stablishiueiit  uf  a  new  laii.l  ihsliiet. 
and  ot'rice  to  dispose  of  said  lands  nortli  of  tlio  Wabasli  river. 

The  g'Clieral  assembly  uf  the  State  nf  Iiiiliiina,  inihii  iiceil  liy  [.uMie  i.|iiiiion  and  the  aiixinus  (h'sire  nl' 
many  of  their  cuiistituents,  must  resin 'ct  fully  aiitieiiiatiiiy;  the  approxal  iif  a  ir.al  y  iceenlK-  e.Jiieln.liil  with 
tlie  Pottawatomie  ludians,  do  rci)reseiit  most  earnestly  tliat  great  gencial  inteirsts  w.add  he  malerially 
promoted  by  tlie  immediate  survey  and  sale  of  imblic  lands  within  this  Slate  |ir.iciire(l  by  said  liealv- 
that  many  consequent  advantag-es  would  aei-riie  from  the  i>(n-mutieiit  settleiiiciil  ul'  iniichasi-is  in  exiHii- 
ancy,  who  are  now  eagerly  pressing  io  the  iini-theni  section  of  mir  I'nintier;  and  that  i(  seems  lu  be 
evidently  proper  and  necessary,  to  faeilitati'  sales  and  In  aecdninnidate  cai-h  i|iiarl(ror  ihe  munliy  in  Ihc 
same  degree,  to  urge  the  establishment  of  a  mw  land  distriet,  with  a  land  nllii-e,  l..ratei|  at,  some  suilable 
point  north  of  the  Wabasli  river:  therefore — 

Itivohvd  hi/  the  general  a.<senihlij  of  lite  Stale  of  fndiana.  That  uiu-  senalms  in  ('(.ngress  be  inslnieted 
and  our  representatives  requested,  to  use  their  influence,  vi-ith  proper  endeavois  t^  ellect  a  spi'cdv  survey 
and  sale  of  all  the  public  lands  within  this  State  tn  which  the  Indian  claim  has  been  extinguished,  anil 
that  they  reiterate  the  desire  heretofore  expressed  witii  becoming  snlicitnde  to  pioenre  a  new  land 
district,  to  be  designated  north  of  the  Wabash  river,  and  the  establishment  of  a  land  olliee  at  some 
central  point  thereof  as  soon  as  may  be  practicable. 

Resnh-ed,  That  the  governor  be  requested  tn  transmit  a  copy  ,,r  ihc  foregoing  preamble  and  lesnlnliini 
to  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  ('Miigicss. 

.lt)IIX   W.  DAMS,  Sprnler  nf  /lir  /7o».-.v  of  Hrpresentalii-rs. 
DAVID  WALLACE,  Fre^ident  nf  (It,;  Srnule. 

Approved  January  15,  1833. 

X.  NOP.LE. 


22d  Coxgress,] 


No.  IIO'J. 


[2n  Sessio.v. 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  ANNUAL  AMOUNT  OF  EXPENDITURES  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  PUBLIC 
LANDS,  AND  THE  QUANTITY  SURVEYED  IN  THE  LAST  TIIPEE  YEARS. 

CUMMUXie.\TED    TO    THE    HOfSE    OF    REPRESEXTATIVES  FEBRU.VRY  .5,    1S33 

TRE.isruY  Dei'.vrt5[ext,  Felimari/  5,   ls33. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  2Sth  ultimo,  directing 
"the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  lay  before  the  House  a  statement  showing  the  annual  amount  of  expen- 
ditures on  account  of  the  public  lands,  cmln'acing  surveying,  selling-,  the  Ueneral  Land  Office,  and  all 
other  incidental  charges  during  the  last  tlircc  years,  and  the  quantity  of  lands  surveyed  during  the  same 
time,"  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  statement  from  the  Register  iif  the  Treasury,  (marked  A,)  and  two 
statements  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Cieneral  Land  Office,  (marked  B  and  C,)  which  contain  the 
information  required. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LOUIS  McLANE,  Seeretanj  if  the  Treasunj. 

The  Hon.  Sfe.vker  of  the  Ilovse  of  Hepregentatives. 


A. 

Statement  shoiring  the  aannrd  amount  of  expend iiure!<  on  an-onnt  of  the  pahlir  IrneU^  emhraeinq  -iiirvei/or.s' 
salaries  and  ejpen>>es  of  surveying,  and  salaries  and  eonlingent  e.rpenses  of  tlie    General  Land  O/fiee. 
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Total. 

For 

year  1830 

S19.G61 
19,030 
25,971 

G5 
00 
73 

873,801  G9 

C5,2fi9  03 

174,800  22 

$23,255 
23, 528 
23, 728 

16 
75 
00 

S2S0 

8,004 

n,93G 

74 
00 
00 

S7,  SSO 
9,000 
9,000 

97 
00  • 
00 

$124,973  21 

1831 

125,497   78 

1S32 

245,495  95 

C4,CC0 

38 

314,023   94 

70,511 

91 

20,880 

74 

25,880 

97 

495,966  94 

Tkeasuky  Dep.vetjient,  Register's  Office,  Junuary  30,   1833. 


T.   L.    SMITH,   Retjisier. 
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B. 

Statement  of  the  quantity  of  land  surveyed  in  the  years  1830,  1831,  and  1832. 


Year. 

i. 

c 
5 

o 

£ 

3 

z 

o 

75 
o 

z 

Mill's   surveyfd,  including 
exterior  township    lines, 
sectional    lines,  lines    of 
private  claims,  and  mcan- 
der.s  of  navigable  streams. 

o 

3 
cr 

S 

Number  of  town  or  city  lots. 

Remarks. 

1830 

142 
200 
312 

93 
33 
179 

17,968 
17,792 
39,057 

4,343,040 
4,988-160 
9,250,560 

126 

304 

30 

Ex^'lusive  of  such  surveys  as  may  have  been  made 
in  Indiana,  Michigan,  and  Florida  during  the 
fourth  quarter  of  1832,  tlie  returns  not  having 
been  received. 

1831 

1832 

654 

305 

74,817 

18,581,760 

460 

General  Land  Office,  February  4,  1833. 


ELIJAH  IL\Y\V.\RD. 


C. 

Statement  showing  the  incidental  exjienses  of  the  several  land  offices,  consisting  of  the  salaries  and  comviissions 
of  the  registers  and  receivers,  the  expenses  of  transporting  public  moneys  to  bank;  and  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  registers'  and  receivers'  offices. 

In  the  year  1830 §107,583  19 

1831 127,^51  91 

1832 *llt),219  62 

Aggregate 351,255  32 


Gexerai.  L.\.vd  Office,  February  i,  1833. 


ELIJAH  KAY^VARD. 


22d  Coxgress.] 


No.    1110. 


[2d  Session. 


APPLICATION  OF  ALABAMA  FOR  A  REDUCTION    OF    THE  PRICE  OF    THE    PUBLIC  LANDS 
AND  THE  EXTENSION  OF  THE  RIGHT  OF  PRE-EMPTION  TO  SETTLERS. 

COMMUXICiTED    TO    THE    SEX  ATE    FEHRrARV  9,    1833. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Jiepjresentalives  of  the  United  States  of  America  : 

Your  memorialists  would  respectfully  represent  to  your  honorable  bodies:  That  there  remain  portions 
of  public  domain  in  many  of  the  counties  of  this  State  heretofore  offered  for  sale,  and  which,  though  sub- 
ject to  cntiy  at  the  minimum  price  for  many  years  past,  are  yet  unsold;  such  has  been  the  situation  of 
some  of  these  lands  for  the  last  fourteen  years,  although  located  in  portions  of  tlie  State  little  inferior  in 
population  to  any  others.  Tliis  fact  alone,  it  appears  to  j'our  memorialists,  is  sufficient  to  establish  the 
proposition  that  the  price  now  demanded  for  these  lands  greatly  exceeds  their  intrinsic  value;  for  the 
demand  for  real  estate  produced  by  a  dense  population  continually  increasing  in  wealth  and  resources 
would  ncccssarilj-  occasion  the  entry  of  these  lauds  even  at  a  moderate  amount  beyond  their  real  value. 
In  such  a  situation  they  would  lie  taken  by  those  who  had  no  other  motive  than  that  of  extending  their 
present  possessions.  Independent  of  this,  much  of  this  land  is  tenanted  by  the  poorer,  but  not  less  meri- 
torious, class  of  our  citizens,  who,  after  having  encountered  the  difficulties  and  hardships  ever  attendant 
on  the  settlement  of  a  new  country,  found  themselves  incajiablc  of  contending  with  their  wealthier  neigh- 
bors, and  were,  in  consequence,  driven  from  their  orig-inal  homes  to  seek  subsistence  on  these  compara- 
tively sterile  tracts.  It  cannot  be  believed  that  men  thus  situated  would  not  readily  exchange  their 
present  charaeter  of  tenants  for  the  more  enviable  one  of  freeholder,  if  their  government  would  permit 
the  change  at  any  moderate  sacrifice.  In  behalf  of  this  class  of  our  citizens,  those  whose  only  prospects 
of  a  permanent  home  rest  on  a  change  of  the  policy  of  the  government  in  relation  to  the  public  lands,  we 
appeal  to  you  to  abandon  or  modify  the  present  S3'stem.  Other  considerations  may  be  urged  in  favor  of 
the  policy  we  recommend.  If  the  government  would  dispose  of  these  lands  at  a  fair  price,  it  would 
realize  a  considerable  amount  of  money  from  the  sale,  which  can  never  be  the  case  under  the  present 

°  The  returns  for  the  4th  qu.irter  of  the  year  1832  have  not  been  received  from  all  the  offices.     This  amount  is  therefore 
exclusive  of  the  commissions  and  contingent  eipenses  in  those  cases  where  the  returns  have  not  been  received. 
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sj-stcni,  and  our  State  and  cili/.t'iis  wnuM  rcrcivc  --real  Lciu'lil  l'ii,iii  ihr  cliaiiLic  |ir<<ducrd  in  tlif  cliaiactei's 
of  the  occupants  by  the  ac(|nisition  on  their  |iail  nl"  :i  jiei manciil  intiMrst  in  the  soil.  'I"he  Slate  .i;n\erii- 
inent,  too,  would  deri\  e  im  inconsiderable  beuelit  iVnm  llie  inert'ased  re\cnne  arisin,^-  IVom  the  la.\e.s  nn 
these  lands  wore  they  owned  by  our  citizens.  Vonr  iiH'nuaialisls  would  resiieellully 'in(|uire  whether  any 
future  increase  in  tiie  value  of  these  lands  c.Mild  . justify  Con.^ress  in  ilisre.^-ardinn-  ll\e  inipoi-taiit  consider- 
ations they  have  presenteil,  even  adnuttinfj,'  that  such  an  increase  cuuhl  be  reasonably  anticipati'd.  Ihit, 
no  such  future  accession  to  thi'ir  value  can  be  rationally  eNperled;  (m  ihe  eontrarv,  i"t  is  believed  that  a 
yearly  diminution  in  fhi.dr  value  occurs,  arisin.i;-  IVoin  causes  easily  explained.  It'  is  m  fiet  'if  whirh  ull 
may  be  satistied  on  the  sli.ii;htest  inquiry,  that  these  islands  weri>  chielly  valuable  for  the  tinilHT  thev 
allorded;  and  where  they  have  remained  without  an  occupant,  they  have  been  um-easin.i;-ly  pilla,i,^ed  of  ihiit 
p(jrtiou  of  the  timber  vahiable  for  arcliitectural  purposes.  Again,  where  they  have  had  an  oeeupant,  the 
mode  of  cultivation  has  been  destructive  to  the  productiveness.  The  interest  of  the  occupant  lias  been 
of  too  transitory  and  unstable  nature  to  induce  him  to  foster  their  resources,  and  tiie  soil  was  too  sterile 
orig-inally  to  admit  of  slovenly  cultivation  without  proiluein<;-,  in  a  few  years,  a  state  of  almost  utter 
exhaustion.  Every  consideration,  then,  of  policy  as  well  as  justice,  would  seem  to  demand  a  rediu-tioii 
in  their  price. 

Your  memorialists  have  not  lirought  to  their  aid  in  the  examination  (if  this  subjei-f  thi^  vario\is  ciiti- 
siderations  which  have  heretofore  been  urgeil  on  Cong-ress,  and  which  the\  think  should  have  been  deemed 
sufKcient  to  induce  the  government  totally  to  abandon  the  pi-eseut  system  nf  disposinL:'  of  tin'  public, 
domain.  The  present  period  (now  that  the  public  debt,  for  the  redemptiiui  of  which  it  was  originally 
ceded  bj'  the  States,  may  be  considered  as  discharged  )  is  so  propitious  that  we  can  entiatain  no  doubt  that 
speedilj'  this  system  must  at  least  be  greatly  moditied,  if  not  wholly  discarded.  (Jne  of  the  lirst  steps  in 
the  reformation  so  earnestly  desired,  and  which  seems  to  be  enjoined  by  every  eonsiileraticm  which  should 
influence  the  action  of  a  wise,  just,  and  benignant  goverinnent,  is,  in  the  opini.ui  of  ynur  memorialists, 
the  reduction  of  the  price  of  those  lands  which  have  been  oll'ered  for  sale  and  remain  unsoM. 

Thej'  therefore  pray  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  said  hunls  to  lilty  cents  ]iei'  acre,  ami  the  pinspci'tivi' 
annual  reduction  until  tin;  whole  shall  have  been  disposed  of,  allowing  to  the  occupant  a  pre-emption  right 
to  one-eighth  of  a  section. 

Hi'solved,  That  the  governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  f  irward  the  foregoing  memorial  to 
each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress,  with  a  request  to  lay  sai<l  memorial  liefore  their 
respective  houses. 

SAMUEL  W.   Ol.lVEK.  Speaker  of  thr  ILntse  of  RepremiUdims. 
LEVEN   rOWELE,  I're^ulent  nf  the  Scnale. 

Appiroved  January  11,  ISo'.i. 

JOIIX  GAYLE. 


2-2i)    Congress.]  No.   1111.  [2d  Session- 

APPLICATION    OF   ALA15AMA    FOll   AX    EXTENSION   OF  THE  PIOIIT  OF  PRE-EMPTION  TO 

SETTLERS  ON  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

COMMUNie.iTEn    to    the    senate    FEBUU.iRY    13,     1S33. 

The  memorial  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  State  of  Alabamarcspectfidly  reprc 
sents:  That,  in  addressing  your  honorable  body  on  the  subject  of  the  present  memorial,  they  are  aware 
of  urging  the  claims  of  a  class  of  citizens  wdio  have  on  more  than  one  occasion  received  the  benclieial 
aids  of  the  general  government.  The  agriculturists  of  our  country,  by  far  the  most  numerous  portion  of 
our  citizens,  had  for  many  years  labortxl  under  the  most  serious  disadvantages  of  a  new  country,  when 
the  politic  scheme  of  granting  pre-emptions  at  once  relieved  them.  This  class,  the  pioneers  of  all  tlie 
prosperity  and  civilization  of  the  west,  are,  in  the  settlement  of  new  countries,  subject  to  difficulties  which 
cannot  be  appreciated  by  those  who,  in  older  and  more  improved  societies,  enjoy  the  ease  and  luxury  cjf 
civilized  life.  A  hardy  race  who  plunge  into  the  forests  of  a  remote  country,  subject  to  the  dangers  ot 
savage  warfare,  and  deprived  of  all  tlie  intercourse  and  happiness  of  long-settled  communities,  should 
receive  all  the  benefits  and  protection  which  the  fostering  hand  of  government  can  bestow  especially 
when  these  form  so  large  a,  class,  and  when  their  exertions  and  their  hardships  all  contribute  to  the 
establishment  of  that  wealth  and  enterprise  which  have  created,  from  dense  uncultivated  forests,  the  pros- 
perous cities  of  the  west.  In  particular  reference  to  the  subject  of  this  memorial,  we_woiild  callyour 
attention  to  the  large  amount  of  Indian  territory,  the  title  to  which  soon  will  be  extinguished  within  tlie 
chartered  limits  of  "this  State.  This  territory,  which,  from  the  growing  population  of  our  btate,  is  lilbn.g 
up  rapidlv  with  the  best  citizens  the  cnintry  can  possess,  an  industrious  yeomanry,  will  soon  t)e  sufiject 
to  the  sanie  difficulties  which  in  everv  new  country  keep  down  its  best  |)opulation.  unless  the  government 
will  interpose  the  benefits  of  pre-emption  laws.  When  it  is  recollected  that  but  a  tew  years  past  a  swarm 
of  laud  speculators  overran  the  country,  blighting  the  best  prospects  of  the  honest  farmer,  and  tcaiiug 
up  the  humble  settlements  which  his  toil  and  industry  had  erected,  it  will  appear  just  and  necessary  tUat 
your  honorable  body  should  take  an  early  opportunity  of  preventing  a  like  distress  Une  of  t  le  best 
established  principles  of  natural  law  gives  a  species  of  prior  right  t.j  the  occupant  ot  waste  lands;  ana 
although  your  memorialists  are  sensible  that  this  cannot  apply  to  lands  owned  by  the  government,  yet 
we  would  submit  to  yinir  honorable  body  whether  it  does  not  furnish  some  reasons  m  favor  of  the  citizens 
who  are  settled  ,.n  "the  lands  of  the  United  States.  The  vast  amount  of  money  annually  paid  by  the 
western  people  f  .r  the  s.,il  they  cultivate;  the  few  benefits  they  derive  from  the  general  distribution  ot 
the  government  funds;  and  the  extraordinary  toil  and  labor  they  have  exercised  m  improving  and  tliereby 
enhancing  the  value  of  the  lands,  all  require  the  immediate  security  of  the  people  by  the  passage  oi  laws 
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granting  pre-emption  rights.  Your  memorialists  would  therefore  request  your  honorable  body  to  take 
into  immediate  consideration  the  just  claims  of  our  citizens  now  settled  or  who  may  hereafter  settle  on 
the  Indian  territory,  and  to  grant  them  pre-emption  right,  with  such  limitations  and  restrictions  as  to 
your  honorable  body  shall  seem  just  and  proper;  and  for  the  end  that  these  laws  may  afford  a  full  relief, 
your  memorialists  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  granting  time  for  the  advantages  of  these  pre-emptions 
up  to  the  day  of  sale.     Therefore — 

Tie  it  resolved  by  the  senate  and  houne  of  representatives  of  the  State  of  Ahibama  in  general  assemhhj  con- 
vened, That  our  senators  and  representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  urge 
upon  that  body  the  object  contemplated  by  this  memorial,  and  that  the  executive  of  this  State  be  requested 
to  forward  a  copy  of  the  same  to  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives. 

SAMUEL  W.  OLIVER,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
LEVEN  POWELL,  President  of  the  Senate. 
Approved  Januarj'  12,  1833. 

JOHN  GAYLE. 


22d  Congress.  I  ISTo.    1112.  f2D  Session. 

APPLICATION  OF  ILLINOIS  FOR  THE  SURVEY  AND  SALE  OF  CERTAIN  LANDS,  AND 
PERMISSION  TO  EXCHANGE  HER  SCHOOL  LANDS  UNFIT  FOR  CULTIVATION  FOR 
OTHER  LANDS. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  SENATE  FEBRUARY   18,   1833. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Stales  in  Congress  assembled: 

Your  memorialists,  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  respectfully  represent:  That  the 
northern  section  of  this  State,  including  a  portion  of  the  mineral  district  on  the  upper  Mississippi,  has 
been  settled  to  a  considerable  extent,  but  has  never  yet  been  surveyed  or  brought  into  market. 

That  interesting  district  of  country  was  little  known  until  the  year  1822,  and  therefore  not  appreciated; 
in  that  year  Colonel  James  Johnson,  an  enterprising  gentleman  of  Kentucky,  obtained  permission  from 
the  appropriate  officer  of  the  United  States  government  to  manufacture  lead  in  tliat  mineral  region,  and 
he  accordingly  repaired  to  the  place  where  Galena  now  stands,  with  the  requisite  number  of  workmen 
and  laborers  for  that  purpose,  and  prosecuted  his  design  with  various  success  during  that  and  the 
succeeding  year,  during  which  time  many  enterprising  adventurers  were  attracted  thither  in  the  hope  of 
realizing  a  fortune  in  a  country  which  presented  such  flattering  and  alluring  prospects  of  enabling  them 
to  succeed  in  so  desirable  an  object. 

The  general  government  having  thus  thrown  open  a  new  field  for  the  gratification  of  industry  and 
enterprise,  the  countrj'  soon  became  partially  settled  by  a  mining  population,  whose  labor  was  more  amply 
rewarded  up  to  the  year  1828  tlian  it  could  have  been  in  any  other  country;  but  lead,  the  staple  commodity 
of  that  region,  fell  during  the  latter  part  of  that  and  the  two  succeeding  years  to  so  low  a  price  that  its 
manufacture  could  not  be  continued  with  advantage,  from  which  cause,  during  those  years  of  adversity, 
many  of  the  miners  (having  contracted  a  partiality  for  that  pursuit)  were  constrained  to  relax  or  abandon 
their  mining  operations  and  betake  themselves  to  agriculture  for  a  livelihood  uutil  the  price  should  rise 
sufficiently  high  to  justify  the  resumption  of  their  favorite  pursuit.  In  the  meantime  many  hundreds 
moved  their  families  and  all  their  property  to  tlie  mining  district  for  the  tvv'o-fold  purpose  of  mining  and 
farming,  until  the  population  of  that  part  of  the  mining  district  within  this  State  amounts  to  the  number 
of  seven  thousand,  most  of  whom  have  built  houses  and  made  other  improvements,  which  have  cost  them 
considerable  labor  and  money,  and  which,  indeed,  constitutes  the  only  home  they  have  in  the  world. 

Your  memorialists  deem  it  an  act  of  duty  on  their  part  to  present  truly  and  fairly  the  condition  of 
that  jiortion  of  their  fellow-citizens,  as  well  as  others  living  on  unsurveyed  land,  to  the  peculiar  consideration 
of  Congress;  tliose  people  having  become  acquainted,  and  cherishing  strong  attachments  for  the  country 
from  other  considerations,  arc  desirous  to  obtain  the  fee  simple  title  to  their  homes,  which  they  have 
rescued  from  the  wilderness,  and  ibr  which  many  of  them  have  fought  and  bled,  so  that  their  condition 
may  be  elevated  from  lessees  to  freeholders. 

Y(nir  memorialists  invited  the  attention  of  Congress  to  this  subject  two  years  ago,  but  the  condition 
of  the  citizens  of  that  part  of  the  State  remains  unaltered;  it  is  hoped,  therefore,  that  Congress  will  not 
withhold  beyond  the  end  of  the  present  session  the  relief  so  much  desired  by  so  large  a  number  of 
meritorious  citizens. 

Your  memorialists  therefore  pray  Congress  that  an  appropriation  may  be  made  sufficient  to  defray  the 
expense  of  surveying  and  selling  the  lands  embraced  in  the  section  of  country  referred  to  herein. 

There  is  also  another  subject  of  vital  importance  to  which  your  memorialists  would  most  respectfully 
invite  j'our  attention.  It  is  the  subject  of  education,  than  which,  in  the  opinion  of  your  memorialists, 
nothing  cau  be  more  important  or  interesting.  The  perpetuity  of  republican  governments  and  free 
institutions  are  peculiarly  dependent  on  the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  tiiat  community  which  is  subject  to 
their  political  action  and  the  obligation  of  their  laws.  The  mind,  in  order  to  appreciate  the  good  and  evil 
effect  of  any  measure  of  policy,  must  be  sufficiently  enlightened  to  calculate  with  reasonable  certainty  the 
effects  it  will  produce  on  the  community  to  be  affected  by  its  operation;  without  which  intelligence,  man 
becomes  a  miserable  dependent  to  the  high  pretensions  of  aristocracy  or  the  degenerate  slave  of  ambitious 
aspirants. 

Thus  deeply  impressed  with  the  paramount  importance  of  this  subject,  your  memorialists  would 
earnestly  call  your  solemn  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  lands  granted  by  the  general  government  to 
this  State  for  tiie  nsc  of  coinuKjn  schools.  By  an  act  of  Congress,  on  the  18th  day  of  April,  1818,  for  the 
admission  of  the  Territory  of  Illinois  into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  it 
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was  proposed  by  Con,c,Toss,  tlio  ]K'.][ilr  ,<['  the  Ti'iriloiv  uf   Illiuois   in  convi'iitiiiii  assciiiMi'il   ( si'iitintj 

thereto,  tliat  sectinn  sixteen  in  every  tnwii.sliii)  h:li(inl<l  lie  yrauted  to  the  inhaliitant.s  of  sneh  Inwnshiii  fur 
the  use  of  schools. 

The  general  government  required  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  lllinuis,  in  eimsiileralioii  therent',  that 
every  tract  of  land  sold  by  the  United  States  after  the  1st  daj-  of  January,  181!),  should  remain  e.\eni|)t 
from  ta.xation  under  any  authority  of  the  State  for  five  years;  and  as  a 'further  (ronsideratioii,  that  the 
liiumty  lands  granted  for  militarj-  services,  while  held  by  the  patentees  or  their  heirs,  sliould  not  bo  ta.xcd 
for  three  years. 

These  stipulations  have  been  strictly  complied  with  im  the  part  uf  the  State  of  Illinois.  The  federal 
governuicnt  having  eryoycd  and  is  now  enjoying  all  the  contemplated  advantages  of  a  more  speedy  sale 
of  the  public  lands,  by  reason  of  this  exemption  from  taxation  operating  as  a  powerful  incentive  to  the 
purchaser;  while  on  the  part  of  the  national  government  the  consideration  intended  as  equivalent  to  that 
concession  by  the  State  has  failed  in  the  proportion  of  four-tit"tlis,  owing  to  the  barrenness  and  sterility  of 
parts,  in  many  instances  the  whole,  of  the  said  sixteenth  section. 

It  is  evident  Congress  intended  tin's  grant  of  section  sixteen  as  an  equivalent  for  the  surrender  (jf  the 
right  of  taxation,  one  of  the  most  essential  attributes  of  sovereignty  reservi'd  by  the  Slates,  and  that  it 
should  be  a  substantial  betiefit,  which,  it  was  anticipated,  would  be  realized  by  the  inhabitants  of  each 
township  as  a  means  of  educating  their  children.  Hut  the  consequence  of  the  contract  has  produced  a 
direct  loss  to  the  State,  without  imparting  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  townships  in  the  State  more  than  a 
ver_y  small  proportion  of  that  benefit  intended  to  be  conferred  and  expected  to  be  received,  whereby  the 
spirit,  meaning,  and  intent  of  the  contract  on  the  part  of  Congress  has  failed  to  go  into  operation,  as  was 
originally  intended,  without  its  knowledge  or  intention. 

Under  this  state  of  facts,  would  not  the  general  government  feel  herself  bound  in  good  faith  to  repair 
the  consideration  of  a  contract,  designed  by  the  contracting  parties  for  a  mutual  benefit  to  both,  when  it 
is  recollected  that  a  fair  and  valuable  right,  the  right  of  taxation,  was  conceded  on  our  part,  and  which  in 
fact  constitutes  such  ample  consideration  ? 

It  cannot  bo  supposed  for  a  moment  that  the  general  government  intended  to  give  lands  for  conceded 
right  of  so  valuable  a  character  that  are  totally  sterile,  unavailable,  and  wholly  unfit  for  cultivation,  or 
that  the  State  intended  to  receive  such.  The  lands  in  question  would  have  been  competent  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  complete  system  of  common  schools  had  all  these  sections  been  of  the  quality  anticipated; 
but  as  they  are,  they  will  not  yield  more  than  oiic-fiflh pari  of  the  sum  necessary  to  carry  into  eflect  that 
invaluable  scheme  as  originally  designed  by  the  parties. 

The  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  therefore,  in  behalf  of  their  constituents,  ask  Congress 
to  pass  a  law  giving  to  the  State  the  right  to  surrender  such  part  or  parts,  or  the  whole  of  the  said 
sixteenth  sections,  in  the  diflerent  townships,  as  are  unavailable,  with  leave  to  select  and  locate  an 
equivalent  number  of  unappropriated  sections  elsewhere  in  the  State,  to  be  applied  to  the  same  object. 

ALEX.  M.  JENKIXS,  Speaker  of  Ihe  House  of  Ri'prcsentntives. 
ZADOK  CASEY,  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 


22d  Congress.]  NO-    1113.  L2d  Sessiom. 

APPLICATION    OF   ILLINOIS   IN    RELATION   TO    AN    EXTENSION    OF   THE    UUINCY    LAND 

DISTRICT. 

COJfflU-VICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENT.VTIVES    FERRr.\r,Y    18,     1833. 

Resolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  Slate  of  Illinois,  That  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Con- 
gress be  requested  to  endeavor  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  attaching  all  the  military  district  oi  this 
State  south  of  the  base  line  to  the  Quincy  land  district. 

ALEX.  M.  JENKINS,  Sjx-aker  of  the  House  of  Bejyresenlaiii-es. 

ZADOK  CASEY,  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 


22d  Congress.]  No.  1114.  ^^"^^^^'°^- 

APPLICATION  OF  ILLINOIS  IN  RELATION  TO  THE  VANDALIA  LAND  DISTRICT. 

COIIMUXIC.WED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESEXT.VTIVE3  FEBRV.UtY   18,   1833. 

Besolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  That  our  senators  and  representatives  _!n  Con- 
gress be  requested  to  use  their  best  efforts  in  procuring  the  passage  of  a  law  having  ior  its  object  the 
addition  of  the  following  territory  to  the  Vandalia  land  district,  viz:  ranges  one  and  two  west  ot  the 
third  principal  meridian,  embracing  all  townships  from  the  base  line  to  the  southern  boundary  of  the 

Sangamon  land  district.  _,,      ,        „  ,,     rr  /■  7i  ,  ,• 

ALEX.  M.  JENKINS,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives. 

ZADOK  CASEY,  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 
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22n   Congress.]  JSO.    1115.  [2d  Session. 

APPLICATION   OF  MISSOURI  IN   REL.VTION  TO  THE  ADOPTION   OP  A   NEW  SYSTEM  FOR 
THE  PERMANENT  DISPOSITION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SEN.iTE    FEBRUARY    22,   1833. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepy-esetitatives  of  the  United  Stales  in  Congress  assembled: 

Your  memorialists,  tlie  g-eneral  assembly  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  would  respectfully  represent:  That 
in  [jrescnting  this  memorial  to  your  consideration  they  have  been  influenced  l.iy  no  other  than  a  solemn 
regard  they  owe  to  themselves,  and  the  lasting  prosperity  of  the  State  which  they  have  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent. The  subject  of  the  proper  disposal  of  the  public  lands  held  by  the  general  g-overnment  within  the 
limits  of  onr  territory  is,  and  will  continue  to  be,  one  of  absorbing  interest,  until  it  shall  lie  finally  disposed 
(if  upon  tho.sc  principles  of  justice  and  policy  which  are  the  ultimate  olijects  of  all  just  governments. 
Situated  as  we  are  in  relation  to  those  lands,  it  could  not  bo  expected  that  we  should  remain  silent  when 
the  question  is  stirred  as  to  their  proper  disposal,  nor  subdue  our  apprehensions  as  to  its  final  result.  To 
us  it  is  a  subject  of  vital  importance,  nor  do  we  magnify'  when  we  say  that  the  future  destinies,  the  future 
hopes  of  our  State,  depend  in  a  great  degree  upon  an  equitable  and  satisfactory  disposition  of  these  lands. 
As  an  integral  part  of  one  common  country,  we  have  no  interests  separate  from  those  of  our  fellow-citizens 
in  other  parts  of  the  government.  The  prosperous  and  healthful  condition  of  the  Union,  of  the  parts  with 
the  whole,  and  of  the  whole  with  the  parts,  is  as  intimately  connected  and  as  deliberately  interwoven  with 
one  another  as  the  various  dependent  connexions  of  the  human  organization  is  to  tlie  wholesome  action  of 
life.  With  a  common  government,  in  the  enjoyment  of  equal  laws  and  equal  liberty,  whatever  contributes 
to  the  prosperity  of  one  section  of  the  country  cannot  but  throw  its  benign  influence  upon  the  whole. 
Let  it  not  be  said,  then,  that  we  ask  that  which  is  partial  and  confined  in  effects.  The  tendency,  imme- 
diate and  remote,  of  the  measures  which  shall  be  adopted  in  relation  to  tlie  subject-matter  of  this  memorial 
will  contribute  not  (inly  to  quiet  the  public  mind  for  the  future,  but  will  enhance  the  greatness  and  glory 
of  our  nation.  The  assumption,  therefore,  is  erroneous,  and  every  deduction  from  it  incorrect,  which  con- 
siders a  measure  favorable  to  the  views  of  the  States  in  which  these  lands  lie  as  beneficial  only  to  them 
alone.  As  American  citizens  we  entertain  more  liberal  views  than  to  condemn  a  policy  as  partial  and 
unjust  because  it  is  more  immediately  connected  with  the  peculiar  interests  and  condition  of  a  portion  of 
our  fellow-citizens.  In  the  firm  and  fixed  attachment  which  we  cherish  for  the  Union,  we  would  scorn  to 
receive  a  boon  which  would  be  injurious  to  other  sections  of  our  country  or  detract  from  their  claims  of 
justice  and  right.  What  is  it  that  constitutes  the  greatness  and  glory  and  happiness  of  a  nation  ?  Is  it 
an  overflowing  treasury  ?  Is  it  a  people  indigent  and  dependent  for  the  comforts  of  life,  because  they 
want  homes  for  tliemselves  and  their  families  ?  Is  it  an  extensive  public  domain,  sparsely  populated,  and 
held  upon  such  terms  as,  in  a  great  measure,  to  prevent  its  cultivation,  and  the  future  rise  and  improve- 
ment of  the  country?  Such  an  idea  is  not  only  behind  the  dignified  march  of  the  enlightened  principles 
of  the  age,  but  is  against  the  prospective  development  of  those  wliicli  are  yet  in  store  for  the  efforts  of 
human  genius.  It  is  at  war  as  well  with  every  conception  of  liberal  policy  as  with  the  laws  of  nature 
herself.  We  can  readily  imagine  that  governments  of  a  despotic  character,  where  the  good  of  the  whole 
forms  no  part  of  their  system,  would  make  it  their  interest  to  adopt  such  a  polic_y;  but  that  a  dignified,  a 
great,  and  a  powerful  nation,  acting  upon  principles  new  in  their  practice,  whose  existence  and  welfare 
now  and  hereafter  depend  alone  upon  the  virtue  and  lufty  independence  of  the  people,  should  sell  at 
market  to  her  citizens  those  lands  whicli  have  been  purchased  by  the  common  sacrifice  of  both  blood  and 
money,  exhibits  a  strange  application  of  the  principles  of  the  g'overnment  to  their  practical  operations. 
It  seems  peculiarly  proper  in  our  government  that  ev<'ry  facility  should  be  afforded  which  is  calculated  to 
promote  the  comfort  and  prosperity  of  the  people.  Can  any  policy  contriliute  more  to  this  end  than  so  to 
adjust  the  system  of  our  juililic  lands  as  that  every  citizen  shall  be  a  freeman  indeed  by  the  possession  of 
that  species  of  property  which  makes  him  a  home,  and  from  which  spring  all  those  endearing  attachments 
both  to  country  and  society  ?  In  the  cultivation  of  the  soil;  in  the  opening  and  improving  of  the  wilder- 
ness; in  the  afibrding  of  homes  t(.i  our  people,  that  they  may  be  independent  and  grow  in  wealth;  that 
they  may  be  surrounded  with  the  means  of  raising  their  children  in  the  paths  of  virtue  and  knowledge, 
consists  the  true  policy  which  shall  elevate  us  to  the  proud  rank  we  aspire  to,  and  make  us  in  truth,  what 
we  claim  to  be,  the  freest  and  happiest  people  on  the  globe.  In  contemplating  the  policj'  of  those  nations 
whose  governments  were  conducted  upon  anything  like  liberal  principles,  it  is  with  no  feelings  of  pride 
that  we  draw  the  parallel  between  the  lofty  and  magnanimous  considerations  which  they  attached  to  the 
condition  of  their  citizens  by  making  to  them  voluntary  distributions  of  their  public  lands,  and  that  system 
of  ours,  whatever  may  have  been  the  cause  of  its  foundation,  that  seems  now  to  be  adhered  to  upon  the 
cold  calculation  of  dollars  and  cents,  and  to  set  a  higher  value  upon  a  full  treasury  than  upon  the  pros- 
perity and  comfort  of  the  people.  A  more  benevolent  nor  more  important  consideration  could  not  enter 
the  mind  nor  enlist  the  feelings  of  the  enlightened  statesman  than  of  providing  those  means  which 
shall  make  the  people  prosperous  and  independent.  Such  a  course  is  calculated  to  smooth  down  those 
inequalities  which  are  apt  to  grow  up  in  society,  and  which  are  so  baneful  to  the  principles  of  republican 
government.  That  the  price  of  the  public  lands  should  be  raised  is  an  argument  that  might  be  readily 
attributed  to  the  cold  dictates  of  avarice;  but  that  the  prices  should  be  so  regulated  as  to  restrain  emi- 
gration, in  order  that  the  poor,  but  not  less  worthy  class  of  society,  sliould  be  flu-own  into  manufactories, 
is  a  doctrine  that  indicates  a  strange  conception  (if  the  genius  and  principles  of  our  government,  and,  at 
this  enlightened  period  of  the  workl,  cannot  redound  much  to  the  credit  of  either  the  heart  that  cherished 
or  the  head  that  conceived  it.  Such  a  doctrine  is  not  only  calculated  to  impede  the  liberal  march  of  the 
age,  but  is  wholly  inconsistent  with  those  enlarged  views  of  the  political  economj'  which  at  present 
govern  the  conduct  of  liberal  and  highminded  statesmen.  LTpon  the  score  of  revenue  alone,  it  defeats 
the  prospective  increase  that  may  be  fairly  expected  to  ari.se  from  the  increase  of  populatio'n,  springing 
from  the  facilities  afforded  for  such  an  increase.  Revenue  arises  from  duties;  duties  are  paid  by  con- 
sumers; and  the  more  the  means  of  the  consumers,  the  greater  will  be  the  amount  of  duties.  But  can  it  be 
for  revemie  that  the  system  is  adhered  to?  The  revenue  of  the  government  greatly  exceeds  the  expendi- 
tures.    What  motive  of  patriotism,  what  claims  of  justice,  can  therefore  prompt  the  general  government 
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still  to  exart  the  same  prices,  and  to  held  tlic-ic  laii.ls  u|inn  1h,.  same  r.in.lilidii  at  tliis  time,  wlien  ihc 
causes  which  g-ave  birth  to  such  a  course  no  lonj^-er  exist '^  ila\-e  not  the  resources  of  ihi-  coinitrv  in- 
creased with  the  march  of  the  K"\'''"""i^lit  :uid  kept  in  advance  of  its  necessary  wauls  y  Is  more  "than 
this  necessary  for  the  general  welfare,  and  compatililo  witii  Ihi'  sound  maxims  ..f 'repnldieaii  instidilions  y 
Surely  not,  unless  wc  fall  back  into  the  error  of  past  a,i;-es,  that  the  people  aie  the  luoperlv  of  the  ,i;-overn- 
nieut,  and  bound  to  submit  to  every  exaction  that  may  lie  mudo,  ^\llelh(■r  ucluallv  necileii  or  not.  What 
inducetnent,  then,  of  either  national  Concern  or  patriotism,  i-an  h'ad  tothe  eonlinueil  adherence  to  a  svstem 
wdiich  has  lost  the  force  of  its  proprii^ty  by  an  enlire  i'han.L;-e  of  circumstances  that  led  to  its  ad.iption':' 
The  public  debt,  we  may  now  say,  is  cxtin,i;-uislied;  we  have  a  full  and  abouudin.n-  trcasiirv;  the  ri'sources 
of  the  g-overnment  multiplying-  and  daily  developing  our  strength  and  greatness;  tlie  pnlilic  mind  alreadv 
disturbed,  not  ;is  to  what  plans  shall  bo  adopteil  for  the  purpose  of  raising  revenue,  bm  what  coui-se  is 
best  to  be  adopted  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  revenue  which  is  more  than  necessary  foi-  tin'  expenses  (.f  the 
government;  and  yet  the  peoiili\  at  whose  so\t'i-eign  will  this  govenunent  sju-aiig  into  existence,  who 
nourish  and  sustain  it,  are  grievously  taxed  in  procuring  homes  for  themselves  and  families;  those  homes 
which  are  the  nurseries  of  that  virtue  and  patriotism  upon  which  depemls  the  vital  existence  of  our 
republic.  The  purposes  for  which  those  lands  were  held  by  the  g-eneral  govenunent  have  been  accom- 
plished; the  public  debt  is  now  extinguished;  brighter  prospects  await  us;  the  gloom  that  obscured  the 
prospective  of  our  career  has  disappeared;  the  weakness  of  infancy  has  ripeneil  into  the  maturity  of  man- 
hood; and  the  poverty  of  our  begimiing  has  swelled  into  the  magnilicence  of  abounding  riches,  which  so 
far  exceed  the  wants  of  the  g'overnmcnt  as  to  raise  the  serious  rjuestion  of  a  proper  disposition  of  the 
surplus.  Why,  then,  continue  this  sj'stem  ?  The  original  object  has  been  accomplished;  the  pledge  is 
redeemed  by  the  payment  of  the  debt;  the  necessity  no  longer  exists  which  gave  birth  to  the  mciisure;  it 
has  given  way  to  tlic  propitious  advancement,  the  rapid  growth,  ami  the  abounding  resources  that  have 
marked  the  character  and  developed  the  strength  of  our  country.  These  views  might  have  cheered  us 
with  the  lively  prospect  of  seeing  them  incorporated  in  the  extended  scope  of  the  government,  but  for  the 
fact  that  a  course  very  different,  indeed,  has  been  pursued  by  the  federal  government.  The  policy  hitherto 
pursued  on  this  subject  was  sufficient  to  call  forth  our  disapprobation,  but  it  remained  for  the  last  session 
of  Congress  to  originate  a  project  which  has  excited  our  most  serious  apprehensions.  We  allude  to  the 
bill  introduced  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  by  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  making  a  distribution 
of  the  public  lands,  or  their  proceeds,  among  the  several  States,  according  to  their  representation.  In  the 
name  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  of  tlie  sacred  rights  of  Iter  people,  we  solemnly  protest 
against  such  a  measure.  We  protest  against  it  as  impolitic  and  unjust,  and  not  only  as  an  invasion  of  the 
rights  of  the  States,  but  as  a  violation  of  the  principles  of  the  government.  It  is  impolitic,  because,  whether 
the  object  be  a  grant  of  the  lauds  or  a  distribution  of  the  proceeds,  the  inevitable  tendency  will  be  the  future 
adoption  of  such  measures  as  will  bo  the  means  of  raising  the  most  monej'  from  the  sale  of  the  lands.  It  is 
a  direct  appeal  to  the  avarice,  under  the  plausible  pretext  of  advancing  the  interest  of  those  concerned, 
which  we  trust  the  magnanimity  of  our  sister  States  will  reject,  not  only  for  the  suspicion  of  a  yielding  virtue 
which  it  contains  to  be  overcome  by  the  seductive  offer,  but  for  the  oppressive  character  of  the  measure 
to  the  States  in  which  these  lands  are  situated.  It  will  fasten  upon  them  a  system  which  will  blight  their 
fairest  prospects,  and  cripple  their  onward  march  to  future  greatness,  by  giving  to  the  other  States,  who 
constitute  a  majority,  the  power  of  acting  as  self-interest  may  dictate.  The  consequence  of  such  a  measure 
cannot  fail  to  imped'e  the  growth  of  the  States  in  which  these  lands  lie,  by  checking  emi.gratiou,  keeping 
a  great  portion  of  the  lauds  a  waste,  preventing,  in  a  great  measure,  the  future  cultivation  of  the  soil, 
and  depriving  the  States  of  the  just  revenue  which  they  have  a  right  to  expect  from  a  tax  on  the  land. 
It  is  unjust,  because  unequal  in  its'  bearings.  The  States  in  which  these  lands  lie,  while  they  would  have 
to  endure  all  the  inconveniences  and  hardships  of  the  [dan,  would  receive  Imt  a  very  small  portion  of  the 
spoils.  Some  States  would  receive  from  twenty  to  forty  shares,  whilst  Missouri,  for  example,  with  an 
equal  or  greater  extent  of  territory,  would  receive  but  "two.  Well  might  the  inducement  of  a  6oni(S  of 
twelve  per  cent,  be  offered  us  to  silence  anticipated  complaints  against  a  measure  fraught  %yith  such 
injustice  and  hazardous  consequences.  Xo  legislation,  we  conceive,  is  more  dangerous  to  virtue  and 
liberty  than  that  which  invites  wrong  and  oppression  by  holding  out  inducements  to  depart  from  the  great 
principles  of  right  and  justice.  It'might  seem  that  'the  portion  which  the  old  States  were  to  .get  from 
their  large  representation  formed  the  consideration  of  their  agreeing  to  the  pr(.iject,  whilst  the  new  States 
were  to  be  taken  by  the  bonus  of  twelve  per  cent,  over  and  above  that  which  they  were  to  get  according 
to  their  representation.  Is  this  consistent  with  the  character  and  purity  of  a  republican  government? 
Shall  the  principles  which  have  governed  our  country  tie  thus  suljjected  to  improper  influences  ?  Is  this 
the  wav  in  which  objects  of  a  great  and  national  chai'acter  are  to  be  carried  ?  No;  we  do  not  believe  it. 
Our  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  our  sister  States,  in  the  justice  of  their  representatives,  is  too  lirmly 
fixed  to  allow  even  a  supposition  that  they  can  be  reached  by  such  influence.  T...  their  elevated  character, 
their  magnanimity  and  n'enerous  bearing,  we  look  for  that  sense  of  self-regard  and  duty  to  others  which 
are  above  all  otl^n-  considerations,  save"  those  of  right  and  justice.  At  their  hands  we  feel  assured  of 
obtaining  justice;  from  them  we  exjicct  such  measures,  not  adopted  witli  a  view  to  the  present  moment, 
but  guided  by  the  known  principles  of  human  action,  and  the  acknowledged  tendency  ot_  correct  laws,  as 
will,  in  the  end,  contribute  to  the  glorv,  the  jirosperity,  and  happiness  of  cnir  I  nion.  A\  e  do  not  liesitate 
to  declare  it  as  our  belief,  maturely  made  and  deliberately  expressed,  that  the  best  method  to  be  pursued 
with  the  public  lands  is  the  passing  of  general  pre-emption  laws;  the  granting  of  donations  to  the  poor 
and  actual  settlers;  the  ceding  of  those  lands  which  have  been  in  market  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie, 
and  the  reducing  <if  the  prict^s  of  those  which  ha\e  been  exposed  to  sale.  A\  as  such  a  system  adopted, 
time  would  pr.ive  the  solemn  truth  wdiich  we  have  already  declared,  that  what  is  ot  advantage  to  a  part 
is  for  the  ultimate  good  of  the  whole.  The  blessings  which  would  flow  Irom  it  would  be  co-extensive  with 
the  limits  of  our  country  and  commensurate  with  the  ju-inciples  of  liberal  policy  and  enlightened  considera- 
tion upon  which  the  government  is  formed.  Therelore—  _  i  ■  .  t  i 
Besolved  by  the  general  as,end>ly  of  the  State  o/' Jfeo»/-/,  That  our  senators  in  (.  ,uigrcss  be  instructed 
our  representative  requested,  to  oppose,  by  their  votes  and  influence,  the  passage  ot  the  lull  alluded 


and  our  representative  requested,  to  oppi 
to,  or  any  others  founded  on  similar  princ: 
Resolved,  further,  That  our  senators 

best  exertions' to  accelerate  the  extinction ,-.,,,,  .•        ,        i- 

by  a  general  pre-emption  law,  by  gra.luating  th,.  iirice  to  the  quality  ot  th,-  land,  by  granting  donations 


to,  or  anv  others  founded  on  similar  principles.  ,  ,    ,    ^  o    ■ 

Eesfjired    further.  That  our  senators  be  instructed,  and  our  representative  be  requested,  t...  use  then- 
best  exertions  to  accelerate  the  extinction  of  the    federal  title  to  the  public  domain  in  the  western  States 
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tu   the  poor   and  actual   settlers,  and,  Jinally,  by  ceding  the  hinds  to   the   States  in   which  thej'  may  be 
situated. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  tlie  governor  be  requested  to  forward  a  copy  of  tliese  resolutions  and  the  memorial 
to  each  of  our  senators  and  representative  in  Congress  as  soon  as  practicable. 

TIL  REYNOLDS,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represeiitatives. 
LILBURX  W.  BOGGS,  President  of  the  Senate. 
Approved  January  29,  1S33. 

DAN'L  DUNKLIN. 


22n  Co'-GRESS.]  No.    1116.  [2d  Session. 


APPLICATION  OF  INDIANA  FOR  A  CESSION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS  WITHIN  HER  LIMITS 
FOR  THE  PURPOSES  OF  INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT  AND  EDUCATION 

COMMUXICATED    TO    THE    SEX.\TE    FEBRUARY    27,     1833. 
A  JOINT  RESOLUTION  of  the  general  assembly  concerning  the  public  hmds. 

Resolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  That  our  senators  in  Congress  be  instructed, 
and  our  representatives  requested,  to  use  their  best  exertions  to  obtain  by  an  act  of  that  body  a  cession 
from  the  United  States  of  all  the  right,  title,  and  interest  of  the  general  government  to  the  unappropri- 
ated and  unsold  public  lands  within  our  boundaries,  upon  the  most  favorable  terms  to  the  State  that  can 
be  obtained,  subject  to  the  ratification  or  rejection  of  the  general  assembly  of  this  State,  with  the  pro- 
vision that  the  proceeds  of  such  remaining  public  lands  to  be  sold  under  the  authority  of  this  State  shall 
be  exclusively  devoted  to  the  olijects  of  internal  improvements  and  education  by  the  general  assembly  of 
this  State,  reserving  to  this  State  a  right  to  donate  to  poor  persons  such  portions  of  the  land  as  may 
remain  undisposed  of  after  being  in  market,  under  our  direction,  for  a  period  of  ten  years. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  requested  to  transmit  copies  of  this  resolution  to  each 
of  our  members  in  Congress. 

H.  P.  THORNTON,  Speaker  pro  tem.  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
DAVID  WALLACE,  President  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  February  3,  1883. 

N.  NOBLE. 


22d  Congress.]  No.   1117.  [2d   Session. 

APPLICATION    OF    PENNSYLVANIA    FOR    A    DISTRIBUTION    OF    THE    PROCEEDS    OF   THE 
SALES  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS  AMONG  THE  SEVERAL  STATES. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  SENATE  MARCH  1,  1833. 

« 

RESOLUTION  relative  to  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States. 

Whereas  the  period  is  fast  approaching  when,  by  means  of  the  revenue  arising  from  bank  stock,  the 
duties  on  imports,  and  the  public  lands,  the  national  debt  will  be  extinguished,  and  there  will  be  a  surplus 
in  the  national  treasury  after  defraying  the  ordinary  expenses  of  government;  and  whereas  the  United 
States  acquired  their  title  to  and  jurisdiction  over  the  publjc  lands  by  the  cessions  of  several  of  the 
States,  made  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  Union,  and  by  purchase  out  of  the  funds  of  the  general  gov- 
ernment, and  the  said  lands  thus  acquired  form  a  part  of  the  national  stock,  and  furnish  an  important 
branch  of  the  public  revenues  applicable  to  the  relief  of  the  public  burdens;  and  whereas  on  the  extin- 
guishment of  the  public  debt  of  the  United  States  the  revenues  drawn  from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands 
will  be  no  longer  required  fVir  the  purposes  of  the  general  government,  and  it  is  right  and  proper  that 
they  should  be  distributed  among  the  several  States;  and  whereas  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  pro- 
ceeds arising  from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  involves  a  cjuestion  of  national  property  and  national  policy 
on  which  it  is  proper  for  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  State  to  express  an  opinion:  Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  cf  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsijlvania-  in  general  assem- 
bly met,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  legislature,  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  of  the  LTnited  States,  when 
no  longer  required  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  ought  to  bo  distributed  among  the  several  States 
of  the  Union  in  just  and  equitable  proportions,  and  any  proper  measure  calculated  to  efiect  this  object 
will  meet  our  cordial  approbation. 

And  Ijf  it  further  resolved.  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  transmit  the  foregoing  to  our  senators 
and  representatives  in  Congress. 

SAMUEL  ANDERSON,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repret^^.nlalives. 
JESSE  R.  BURDEN,  Speaker  of  'the  Senate. 

Approved  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  February,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three. 

GEO.  WOLF. 
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23d    Con-gress.]  No.    1118.  [1st  Session. 

NUMBER  OF  THE  CLAl.MS  FOK  BOUNTV  I,AM)   I>K1'().-;ITEI»,  AM)   MMIiEi;   OF   WAKIIANTS 
ISSUED,  DUKING  THE  YFAlf  ENDING  SEPTEMBER  30,   1833. 

COJIMUXICVTEl)    T(l    COi\GRES.'<    IlECKMBER    5,     1833. 

Riiurn  o/'  claims  ichich  have  been  deposiled  in  the  lioiinly  Land  Officr  in  llie  ijrar  ending  Septemhrr  30,  1833 

for  servieeii  rendered  in  Ihe  reixilntwnanj  var. 

Claims  received  from  October  1,  1832,  to  September  30,  1833,  inclusive 028 

Claims  on  which  land  warrants  have  issued 04 


Claims  previously  satisfied 1 

Claims  not  entitled  to  land 103 

Chiims  in  which  the  names  of  the  applicants  are  not  returned  on  tlie  records 221 

Claims  I'or  whicli  regulations  were  sent 30 

Claims  on  which  further  evidence  was  required 55 

(i28 


Abstract  of  the  numtier  of  wan-ants  issued  in  the  year  ending  Septemlier  30,  1833. 

1  lieutenant  colonel 4.50 

1  major 400 

6  captains,  300  acres  each 1,800 

13  lieutenants,  200  acres  each 2,000 

2  ensigns,  150  acres  eacli 300 

1  surgeon's  mate 300 

70  rank  and  file,  100  acres  each 7,000 

94  warrants.                                                                                                        Tntal  acres 12,850 

Land  warrants  signed  by  Generals  Knox  and  Dearborn,  on  file,  unclaimed 48 


Beturns  of  claims  ichicli  have  l)een  deposited  in  the  Bounlij  Land  Office  for  the  year  ending  iSepitember  30,  1833, 

for  services  rendered  in  the  late  icar. 

Claims  suspended,  per  last  report 309 

Claims  since  received 270 

579 

Claims  on  which  warrants  have  issued <i7 

Claims  previously  satisfied "45 

Chiims  not  entitled  to  land 36 

Claims  returned  for  further  evidence •'^9 

Claims  for  whicli  regulations  were  sent 33 

Claims  on  file,  suspended 309 

579 


Atjstract  uf  the  ntimljer  of  icarrants  issned  for  the  gear  ending  Sej}teni!)er  30,  1833. 

1st,  authorized  by  the  acts  of  December  24,  1811,  and  January  11,1812 65 

2d,  authorized  by  the  act  of  December  10,  1814 1 

Whereof,  of  the  first  description,  65  granted  of  160  acres  each 10,400 

Whereof,  of  the  second  description,  1  granted  of  320  acres 320 

One  Canadian  warrant,  per  special  act  of  Congress,  for 160 


Total 


10,880 


DErAKTMKN-T  OF  War,  Bonntg  Land  Office,  November  1,  1833. 
The  above  and  aforegoing  is  respectfully  reiMirted   t..  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  War  as  the  proceedings 
of  tiiis  office  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1833.  ^^^^    CORDON    Fir^t  Clerk 
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23d  Congress.)  No.  1119.  [1st  Session. 


VIEWS  OF  THE  PliESIDENT  ADVERSE  TO  THE  DISTRIBUTION   OF  THE  PROCEEDS  OF  THE 

SALES  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

COMMtl.VICATED  TO  THE  SE.N'ATE  DECEMBER  5,    1833. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

At  the  clo.se  of  the  last  session  of  Congress  I  received  from  that  body  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to 
appropriate,  for  a  limited  time,  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  of  tlie  United  States,  and  for 
granting-  lands  to  certain  States."  The  brief  period  tiicn  remaining  before  the  rising  of  Congress,  and  the 
extreme  pressure  of  official  duties,  unavoidable  on  such  occasions,  did  not  leave  me  sufficient  time  for  that 
'full  consideration  of  the  subject  which  was  due  to  its  great  importance.  Subsequent  consideration  and 
reflection  have,  however,  confirmed  the  objections  to  the  bill  which  presented  themselves  tonij'mind  upon 
its  first  perusal,  and  have  satisfied  me  that  it  ought  not  to  become  a  law.  I  felt  myself,  therefore,  constrained 
to  withhold  from  it  m_y  approval,  and  now  return  it  to  the  Senate,  in  which  it  originated,  with  the  reasons 
on  which  my  dissent  is  founded. 

I  am  fully  sensible  of  the  importance,  as  it  respects  botli  the  harmony  and  union  of  the  States,  of 
making,  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  allow  of  it,  a  proper  and  final  disposition  of  the  whole  subject  of  the 
public  lands;  and  any  me;|sure  for  that  object,  providing  for  the  reimbursement  to  the  L'nited  States  of 
those  expenses  with  which  they  are  justly  chargeable,  that  may  be  consistent  with  my  views  of  the 
Constitution,  sound  policy,  and  the  rights  of  the  respective  States,  will  readily  receive  my  co-operation. 
Tills  bill,  however,  is  not  of  that  character.  The  arrangement  it  contemplates  is  not  permanent,  but  limited 
to  five  years  only,  and  in  its  terms  appears  to  anticipate  alterations  within  that  time  at  the  discretion  of 
Congress;  and  it  furnishes  no  adequate  security  against  those  continued  agitations  of  the  subject  which  it 
should  be  tiio  principal  object  of  any  measure  for  the  disposition  of  the  public  lands  to  avert. 

Neither  the  merits  (if  the  bill  under  consideration,  nor  the  validity  of  the  objections  wliich  I  have  felt 
it  to  be  my  duty  to  make  to  its  passage,  can  be  correctly  appreciated  without  a  full  understanding  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  public  lands  upon  which  it  is  intended  to  operate  were  acquired,  and  the  conditions 
u).)on  which  they  are  now  held  by  the  United  States.  I  will  therefore  precede  the  statement  of  those 
objections  by  a  brief  but  distinct  exposition  of  these  points. 

The  waste  lands  within  the  United  States  constituted  one  of  the  early  obstacles  to  the  organization  of 
any  government  for  the  protection  of  their  common  interests.  In  October,  1171,  while  Congress  were 
framing  the  articles  of  confederation,  a  proposition  was  made  to  amend  them,  to  the  following  eflect,  viz: 

"That  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  have  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  and  power 
to  ascertain  and  fix  the  western  boundary  of  such  States  as  claim  to  the  Mississippi  or  South  sea,  and  lay 
out  the  land  bej'ond  the  boundary  so  ascertained  into  separate  and  independent  States,  from  time  to  tiiue, 
as  the  numbers  and  circumstances  of  the  people  thereof  may  require." 

It  was,  however,  rejected,  Maryland  only  voting  for  it;  and  so  difficult  did  tlie  subject  appear,  that  the 
jjatriots  of  that  bodj'  agreed  to  waive  it  in  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  leave  it  for  future  settlement. 

On  the  submission  of  the  articles  to  the  several  State  legislatures  for  ratification,  the  most  formidable 
objection  was  found  to  be  in  this  subject  of  the  waste  lands.  Maryland,  Rhode  Island,  and  New  Jersey 
instructed  their  delegates  in  Congress  to  move  amendments  to  them,  providing  that  the  waste  or  crown 
lands  should  be  considered  the  common  property  of  the  United  States,  but  tliey  were  rejected.  All  the 
States,  except  Maryland,  acceded  to  the  articles,  notwithstanding  some  of  them  did  so  with  the  reservation 
that  tiieir  claim  to  those  lands,  as  common  property,  was  not  thereby  abandoned. 

On  tlie  sole  grounil  that  no  declaration  to  that  cifect  was  contained  in  the  articles,  Mar3dand  withheld 
her  assent,  and,  in  May,  It'll),  einljodied  her  tiljections  in  tlie  form  of  instructions  to  her  delegates,  which 
were  entered  upon  the  journals  of  Congress.     The  following  extracts  are  from  that  document,  viz: 

"  Is  it  possilile  that  tiiose  States  who  are  ambitiously  grasping  at  territories  to  which,  in  our  judgment, 
tliej' have  not  the  least  shadow  of  exclusive  right,  will  use  with  greater  moderation  the  increase  of  wealth 
and  power  derived  from  those  territories  when  acquired  than  what  tliej'  have  displaj'ed  in  their  endeavors 
to  acquire  them  ?"  &c.,  &c. 

"We  are  convinced  ])olicy  and  justice  require  that  a  country  unsettled  at  the  commencement  of  this 
war,  claimed  by  the  British  crown,  and  ceded  to  it  by  the  treaty  of  Paris,  if  wrested  from  the  common 
enemy  by  tiie  blood  and  treasure  of  the  thirteen  States,  should  be  considered  as  a  common  property,  subject 
to  be  parcelled  out  by  Congress  into  free,  convenient,  and  independent  governments,  in  such  manner  and 
at  such  times  as  the  wisdom  of  that  assembly  sliall  hereafter  direct,"  &c.,  &c. 

Virginia  proceeded  to  open  a  land  office  for  the  sale  of  her  western  lands,  which  produced  such 
excitement  as  to  induce  Congress,  in  October,  17T9,  to  interpose,  and  earnestly  recommend  to  "the  said 
State,  and  all  States  similarly  circumstanced,  to  forbear  selling  or  issuing  warrants  for  such  unappropriated 
lauds,  or  granting  tlie  same  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  war." 

In  March,  1780,  the  legislature  of  New  York  passed  an  act  tendering  a  cession  to  the  United  States 
of  the  claims  of  that  State  to  the  western  territory,  preceded  by  a  preamble  to  the  following  effect,  viz: 

"Whereas  nothing  under  Divine  Providence  can  more  elfectually  gontribute  to  the  tranquillity  and 
safety  of  the  United  States  of  America  than  a  federal  alliance  on  such  liberal  principles  as  will  give 
satisfaction  to  its  respective  members;  and  whereas  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union 
recommended  by  the  honorable  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  have  not  proved  acceptable  to 
all  the  States,  it  having  been  conceived  that  a  portion  of  the  waste  and  uncultivated  territory  within  the 
limits  or  claims  of  certain  States  ought  to  be  appropriated  as  a  common  fund  for  the  expenses  of  the 
war;  and  the  people  of  the  State  of  New  York  being  on  all  occasions  disposed  to  manifest  their  regard 
tor  their  sister  States,  and  their  earnest  desire  to  promote  the  general  interest  and  security,  and  more 
especially  to  accelerate  the  federal  alliance  by  removing,  as  far  as  it  depends  ujion  them,  tli»-  before-men- 
ticmcd  impediment  to  its  final  accomplishment,"  &c. 

Tliis  act  of  New  York,  the  instructions  of  Maryland,  and  a  renioiistraiice  of  Virginia,  were  referred 
to  a  committee  of  (Joiigrcss,  who  reported  a  preamble  and  resolutions  tliereon  which  were  adopted  on  the 
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arc 


Gtli  uf  Sciitcinbcv,  IISO;   so   lull 'li  ol'  wliicli  as  is  niM'cssary  lo  iliiridalc    (lie   sulijci-t    is   to   (lie    rnll..\vin,L;- 
t'll'oL't,  viz: 

"'I'liat  it  niiiHMrs  ailvisaMc  to  jircss  ii|ii'ii  lliosc  Slates  wliicli  ran  rciiiovc  iIh'  cniliai-rassiiiciits  rcsjicct- 
iliy  the  wcstoni  country,  ;i  lilirral  suirciuK'r  of  a  luirtioii  of  their  Imitoiial  claiiiis,  siiicn  thry  caiinol  lie 
preserved  entire  witiiout  eiuhuifi-cM-ini;-  tlio  stability  oftlio  g-cncral  eoiih  ili  racy ;  to  rcniiml  tlicm  liow  indis- 
jiei!sal)lj'  necessary  it  is  to  estalilisii  the  l'c(h'ral  Union  on  a  ILxed  and  iirnnancnt  basis,  and  on  |irinci|ph's 
ueceptable  to  all  its  resj)('rti\('  niciulicis;  how  essential  to  pnblie  eicdit  and  coididenee,  to  the  support  of 
our  army,  to  the  vig-or  of  our  eoiins(ds  and  success  of  our  measures,  to  om-  (ian<[uillity  at  home,  oiir  repu- 
tation abroad,  to  our  very  existence  as  a  free,  sovereign,  and  indepemlent  people;  that  tliej-  are  fully  |)er- 
suaded  the  wisdom  of  the  several  legislatures  will  lead  them  to  a  full  and  impartial  consideration  of  a 
subject  so  interesting  to  the  United  States,  and  so  necessary  to  the  happy  establishment  of  the  feihral 
Union;  that  they  arc  conlirmed  in  these  oxpectatiiuis  l)y  a  review  of  the  before-ineiitioiied  act  ol'  the 
legislature  of  New  York,  submitted  to  their  cjusideration,"  cv:e. 

''  Jiexi lived,  That  copies  of  the  several  papers  referred  to  the  connnittee  be  transmitted,  with  a  copy  of 
the  repiu't,  to  tlie  legislatures  of  the  several  States;  and  that  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  those  States 
who  have  claims  to  the  western  country  to  ]iass  such  laws  and  give  their  dcdegates  in  Congress  such 
])owers  as  may  efl'ectually  remove  the  only  obstacle  to  a  final  ratilication  of  llie  articles  of  confederation; 
and  that  tlio  legislature  of  Marylaml  be  earnestly  reipiested  to  aiitlioii/.e  their  ilelegales  in  Congress  to 
subscribe  the  said  articles." 

Following  up  this  policy.  Congress  ))roceeded,  on  the  KUli  of  October,  17S0,  topass  a  resolution 
pledging'  the  United  States  to  the  several  States  as  to  tin'  inamier  in  whieli  any  lands  that  might  lie  ceded 
by  them  should  bo  disposed  of,  the  material  parts  of  which  are  as  follows,  vi/: 

"  Hesolved,  That  the  unappropriated  lands  ^vllicll  may  be  ceded  or  relimpiished  to  the  United  .States 
by  any  particular  State,  pursuant  to  the  reeoiniiieiHuition  of  Congress  of  the  (Uh  day  of  September  last, 
shall  be  disposed  of  for  the  common  beneiit  of  the  United  States,  and  be  setlhtl  and  formed  into  distinct 
republican  States,  which  shall  become  members  of  the  federal  Union,  and  have  the  same  rights  of  sove- 
reignty, freedom,  and  independence  as  the  other  States,  \-c.  That  the  said  lands  shall  be  granted  or 
settled  at  such  times  and  under  such  regulations  as  shall  hereafter  be  agreed  liii  by  tlie  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  or  nine  or  more  of  tliym." 

In  February,  1781,  the  legislature  of  Maryland  [lassed  an  act  authorizing  their  delegates  in  Congress 
to  sign  the  articles  of  confederation.  The  folhiwing  are  extracts  i'vmn  the  preamble  and  body  of  the 
act,  viz: 

"AVhereas  it  hath  been  said  that  the  common  enemy  is  encoura,ged,  by  this  State  not  acceding  to 
the  confederation,  to  hope  that  the  union  of  the  sister  States  maybe  dissolved,  and  therefore  prosecute 
the  war  ill  expectation  of  an  event  so  disgraceful  to  America;  and  our  friends  and  illustrious  ally  ar 
impressed  with  an  idea  that  the  common  cause  would  be  promiited  by  our  formally  acceding  to  the  con 
federation,"  &c. 

The  act  of  which  this  is  the  preambl(>  authorizes  the  delegates  of  that  State  to  sign  the  articles,  and 
proceeds  to  declare  "that,  by  acceding  to  the  said  confederation,  this  State  doth  not  relinquish,  nor  intend 
to  relinquish,  any  right  or  interest  .she  hath  with  the  other  united  or  confederated  States  to  the  back 
country,"  &c. 

On  the  1st  of  March,  1781,  the  delegates  of  Maryland  signed  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  the 
federal  Union  under  that  compact  was  com|ilete.  The  conflicting-  claims  to  the  western  lands,  however, 
were  not  disposed  of,  and  continued  to  give  great  trouble  to  Congress.  Repeated  and  urgent  calls  were 
made  by  Congress  upon  the  States  claiming  them,  to  make  liberal  cessions  to  the  United  States,  and  it 
was  not  until'long  after  the  present  Constitution  was  formed  that  the  grants  were  completed. 

The  deed  of  cession  from  New  York  was  executed  on  the  1st  of  March,  1781,  the  day  the  articles  of 
confederation  were  ratified,  and  it  was  accepted  by  Congress  on  the  'I'.Hh  of  October,  17S2.^  One  of  the 
conditions  of  this  cession,  thus  tendered  and  accepted,  was  that  the  lands  ceded  to  the  United  States 
"xhall  be  and  inure  for  the  use  and  hcntfd  of  siirli  of  the  United  Slate.-!  as  sliall  hnvinr  mcinlH'rs  of  the  federal 
alliance  of  the  said  States,  and  fur  no  other  usr  or  jmrpose  iclialsoerer." 

TheVirginia  deed  of  cession  was  executed  and  accepted  on  the  1st  day  of  March,  17;-4.  One  of  the 
conditions  of  this  cession  is  as  follows,  viz: 

"That  all  the  lands  within  the  territory,  as  ceded  to  the  Unite.l  States,  and  not  reserved  for  or  appro- 
priated to  any  of  the  before-mentioned  purposes,  or  disjiosed  of  in  bounties  to  the  oflScers  and  soldiers  of 
the  American  army,  shall  he  considered  as  a  common  fund  for  the  use  and  henefil  nf  such  of  the  United^  Slates 
as  have  become,  or  shall  become,  members  of  tlw  confederation  or  federal  alliance  of  the  said  States,  Virginia 
inclusive,  according  to  their  usual  respective  proportions  in  the  general  charge  and  e.rpcnditure,  and  sliatl  be 
failhfulh/  and  bona  fide  disposed  of  fur  that  jiurpose,  and  for  no  otiier  use  or  jmrpos,-  trhalsoever." 

■  Within  the  yea'rs  1785,  17813;  and  1787,  Massachusetts,  Cimnecticut,  and  South  Carolina  ceded^  their 
claims  upon  similar  conditions.  The  federal  government  went  into  operation,  uii.ler  the  existing  Consti- 
tution, on  the  4th  of  March,  1789.  The  following  is  the  only  provision  of  that  Constitution  which  has  a 
direct  bearing  on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands,  viz:  ,  i     ■ 

"The  Congress  shall'have  power  to  dispose  of  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting 
the  territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States;  and  nothing  m  this  Constitution  shall  be 
so  construed  as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  particular  State 

Thus  the  Constitution  left  all  the  compacts  liefore  made  in  full  force,  and  the  rights  of  all  parties 
remained  the  same  under  the  new  government  as  they  were  under  the  contederation. 

The  deed  of  cession  of  North  Carolina  was  executed  in  December,  1789,  and  accepted  by  an  act  ot 
Congress,  approved  April  2,  1790.     The  third  condition  of  this  cession  was  m  the  lollowm.g  word.s,  viz: 

""That  all  the  lands  intended  to  be  ceded  by  virtue  of  this  act  to  th,'  United  States  ot  America,  and 
not  appropriated  as  before  mention,_-d,  sliall  be  considered  as  a  common  fundjor  lie  use  and  benejit  of  tlie 
Uniled  Slates  of  America,  North  Carolina  inclusive,  according  to  their  respective  and  usual  proportions  of  tlie 
general  cliarge  and  expenditure,  and  shall  be  faithfully  disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  /or  no  other  use  or 

^'"'^'Tl^'SSmi'of  Georgia  was  completed  on  the  llUh  of  June,  1803,  and  in  its  heading  condition  is 
precisely  like  that  of  Virginia  and  N..rth  Carolina.  This  grant  completed  the  title  ot  the  United  States 
to  all  those  lands  generally  called  ;>;.W(c  lands  lying  within  tlie  ori.ginul  limits  of  the  contederacy.  Those 
which  have  been  acquired  by  the  purchase  of  Louisiana   and   Honda,  having  been  paid   tor   out  of   tne 
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coniiuoii  treasure  of  tlie  United  States,  are  as  imieli  the  imiperty  of  the  general  government,  to  be 
disposed  of  for  tlic  conimnn  benefit,  as  those  ceded  by  the  several  .States. 

By  the  facts  here  collected  from  the  early  history  of  our  republic,  it  appears  that  the  subject  of  the 
l)iiblic'lands  entered  into  the  elements  of  its  institutions.  It  was  only  upon  the  condition  that  those 
lands  should  be  considered  as  common  property,  to  bo  disposed  of  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States, 
that  some  of  the  States  agreed  to  come  into  a  "perjietual  union.''  The  States  claiming  those  lands 
acceded  to  those  views,  and  transferred  their  claims  to  the  United  States  upon  certain  conditions,  and  on 
those  conditions  the  grants  were  accepted.  These  solemn  compacts,  invited  by  Congress  in  a  resolution 
declaring  the  purposes  to  which  the  proceeds  of  these  lands  should  be  apjilied,  originating  before  the 
Constitution,  and  forming  the  basis  on  which  it  was  made,  bound  the  United  States  to  a  particular  course 
of  policy  in  relation  to  them,  by  ties  as  strong  as  can  be  invented  to  secure  the  faith  of  nations. 

As  "early  as  May,  1785,  Congress,  in  execution  of  these  compacts,  passed  an  ordinance  providing  for 
the  sales  of  lands  in  the  western  territory,  and  directing  the  proceeds  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  tlie 
United  States.  With  the  same  object,  other  ordinances  were  adopted  prior  to  the  organization  of  the 
present  government. 

In  further  execution  of  these  compacts,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  under  the  present  Consti- 
tution, as  early  as  the  4th  of  August,  1790,  in  "An  act  making-  provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United 
States,"  enacted  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  That  the  proceeds  of  sales  which  shall  bo  made  of  lands  in  the  western  territory  now  belonging, 
or  that  may  hereafter  belong,  to  the  United  States,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  appropriated  towards  sinking 
or  discharging  the  debts  for  the  payment  whereof  the  United  States  now  are,  or  by  virtue  of  this  act  may 
be  holden,  and  shall  be  applied  solely  to  that  use  until  the  said  debt  shall  be  fully  satisfied." 

To  secure  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  forever  the  power  to  execute  tliese  compacts  in 
good  faith,  the  Congress  of  the  confederation,  as  early  as  July  13,  178T,  in  an  ordinance  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  prescribed  to  the  people  inhabiting 
the  western  territory  certain  conditions,  which  were  declared  to  be  "  articles  of  compact  between  the 
original  States  and  the  people  and  States  in  the  said  territory,"  which  should  "forever  remain  unalterable 
unless  by  common  consent."     In  one  of  these  articles  it  is  declared  that — 

"  The  legislatures  of  those  districts,  or  new  States,  shall  never  interfere  with  the  primary  disposal  of 
the  soil  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  nor  with  any  regulations  Congress  may  find  neces- 
sary for  securing  the  title  in  such  soil  to  the  bona  fide-  purehaserg.^^ 

This  condition  has  been  exacted  from  the  people  of  all  the  new  Territories;  and,  to  put  its  obligation 
beyond  dispute,  each  new  State  carved  out  of  the  public  domain  has  been  required  explicitly  to  recognize 
it  as  one  of  the  conditions  of  admission  into  the  Union.  Some  of  them  have  declared  through  their  con- 
ventions, in  separate  acts,  that  tlieir  people  "forever  disclaim  all  right  and  title  to  the  waste  and  unap- 
propriated lands  lying  within  this  State,  and  that  the  same  shall  be  and  remain  at  the  sole  and  entire 
disposition  of  the  United  States." 

With  such  care  have  the  United  States  reserved  to  themselves  in  all  their  acts  down  to  tliis  day,  in 
legislating  for  the  Territories  and  admitting  States  into  the  Union,  tlie  unshackled  power  to  execute 
in  good  faith  the  compacts  of  cession  made  with  the  original  States.  From  these  facts  and  proceedings 
it  i^lainly  and  certainly  results  : 

1.  That  one  of  the  fundamental  principles  on  which  the  confederation  of  the  United  States  was 
originally  based  was,  that  the  waste  land  of  the  west  within  their  limits  should  be  the  common  property 
of  the  United  States. 

2.  That  those  lands  were  ceded  t(j  the  United  States  by  tlie  States  which  claimed  them,  and  the 
cessions  were  accepted  on  the  express  c<indition  that  they  should  be  disposed  of  for  the  common  benefit 
of  the  States,  according  to  their  respective  proportions  in  tiie  general  charge  and  expenditure,  and  for  no 
other  purpose  whatsoever. 

3.  That,  in  execution  of  these  solemn  ciinipacts,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  did,  under  the 
confederation,  proceed  to  sell  these  lands  and  put  the  avails  into  the  common  treasury  ;  and,  under  the 
new  Constitution,  did  repeatedly  pledge  them  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt  of  the  United  States,  by 
which  pledge  each  State  was  expected  to  profit  in  proi)ortion  to  the  general  charge  to  bo  made  upon  it 
for  that  object. 

These  are  the  first  principles  of  this  whole  subject,  which  I  think  cannot  be  contested  by  any  one 
who  examines  the  proceedings  of  the  revolutionary  Congress,  the  cessions  of  the  several  States,  and  the 
acts  of  Congress  under  the  new  Constitution.  Keeping  them  deeplj^  impressed  upon  the  mind,  let  us 
proceed  to  examine  how  far  the  objects  of  the  cessions  have  been  completed,  and  see  whether  those  com- 
pacts are  not  still  obligatory  u|ion  the  United  States. 

The  debt  for  which  these  lands  were  pledged  by  Congress  may  be  considered  as  paid,  and  they  are 
consequently  released  from  that  lien  ;  but  that  pledge  formed  no  part  of  tlie  compacts  with  the  States,  or 
of  the  conditions  upon  which  the  cessions  were  made.  It  was  a  contract  between  new  parties — between 
the  United  States  and  their  creditors.  Upon  payment  of  the  debt  the  compacts  remain  in  full  force,  and 
the  obligation  of  tlie  United  States  to  dispose  of  the  land  for  the  common  benefit  is  neither  destroyed  nor 
impaired.  As  they  cannot  now  be  executed  in  that  mode,  the  only  legitimate  question  which  can  arise  is, 
in  what  other  way  are  these  lands  to  be  hereafter  disposed  of  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  several  States, 
"according  to  their  respective  and  usual  proportion  in  the  general  charge  and  ej-penditure?"  The  cessions  of 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  in  express  terms,  and  all  the  rest  impliedly,  not  only  provide  thus 
specifically  the  proportion  according  to  which  each  State  shall  profit  bj'  the  proceeds  of  the  land  sales, 
liut  they  proceed  to  declare  that  they  shall  be  "faithfulli/  and  bona  fide  disposed  of  for  that  pwpose,  and  for 
no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever"  This  is  the" fundamental  law  of  the  land  at  this  moment,  growing  out 
of  compacts  which  are  older  than  the  Constitution,  and  formed  the  corner  stone  on  which  the  Union  itself 
was  erected. 

In  the  practice  of  the  government  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  have  not  been  set  apart  as  a 
separate  fund  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt;  but  have  been  and  are  now  paid  into  the  trerveury,  where 
they  constitute  a  part  of  the  aggregate  of  revenue  upon  which  the  government  draws  as  well  for  its 
current  expenditures  as  for  payment  of  the  public  debt.  In  this  manner  they  have  heretofore  and  do  now 
lessen  the  general  charge  Tipon  the  people  of  the  several  States  in  the  exactproportions  stipulated  in  the 
compacts. 
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These  R-cncval  cliiir^-cs  Jiavc  Immmi  (■<iin|H.s<'il  mil  ,,iily  (.1'   the  piihlic  dclil,  .-iimI    iIic   iismil   cxiicinliliircs 

attending-  the  civil  ami  niililiirv  aciniinistratiun  oi'   llic  pivcrniiiciil,  Iml  ..I'   (lie  aim Is  iiaiil  In  (lie  Stairs 

with  which  llu'se  ciiiiiiiacts  wrrc  tnrnied;  the  aniniint  paid  the  Indians  lor  Ihcii-  ii;;'hl  lA'  possi'ssimi ;  llic 
amonnts    paid    for   the   pnrcliase    of   Louisiana    and    Mnrida;   and  llic   ainoniils   paid   sui\  .•\urs,  rcg-istcrs, 

receivers,  clerks,  &c.,  employed  in  jireparing  inr  niarlud  and  sclliii;^-  Ihc  wcslrm  d. in.      I'r th(Miri.n-in 

(if  tlie  land  system  ilowii  t.i  the  :'.Oth  of  Scptcndicr,  1S:J2,  the  amount  expend.-, I  |oi-  all  these  purposes  has 
lieeu  about  §4 'J,  701, -280,  and  tlie  amount  n-ceived  IVoni  the  sales,  de.luclin;,;-  pay  nniits  on  aie.nmt  of  idads,  iVc., 
about  . $38, 380, 1)24.  The  revenue  arising  from  the  public  lands,  tliei-efore,  has  not  li,eu  sullieienl  to  mi-el 
the  general  charg-es  on  the  treasury,  wiiich  have  grown  out  of  tlu-m,  by  about  Si  I ,:',  14.(;..i;.  \i-\,  in  ha\  ing 
been  applied  to  lessen  those  cliarg(\s,  the  conditions  of  tlje  coniiiacls  have  been  thus  I'ar  lullillid,  and  eaeh 
State  has  profited  according  to  its  nsual  proporti.ui  in  the  general  cliarge  and  expenditure.  'I'he  annual 
proceeds  of  land  sales  have  increased,  and  tiie  charges  have  diminislieil :  so  thai  al  a  redncid  price  those 
lands  would  now  defray  all  current  charges  growing  out  of  them,  and  sa\e  tin-  treasniy  from  Inrllii-r 
advances  on  tlieir  account.  Tiieir  origiiud  intent  and  oliject,  tliend'ore,  would  be  accouiplislieil,  as  fully  as 
it  has  hitherto  been,  by  reducing-  the  price,  and  hereafler,  as  hr-retol'ore,  bringing  tlu-  proceeds  into'the 
treasury.  Indeed,  as  tiiis  is  the  only  mode  in  which  the  objects  of  thi'  original  compact  can  be  attained, 
it  may  be  considered,  for  all  practical  purposes,  that  it  is  one  of  their  re.piiremeiits. 

The  bill  before  rne  begins  with  an  entire  subversion  of  every  one  of  ihe  compac-ts  by  whi'h  the  I'nitcd 
States  became  possessed  of  theii-  wi-steni  dom.-iin,  and  treats  the  subject  as  if  tla-y  ni-\'er  hml  existi-iK-e, 
and  as  if  the  United  Stales  wen-  the  original  and  unconditional  owners  of  all  tlie  pnblit-  lands  'flu-  lirst 
section  directs — 

"That  from  and  after  the  31sl  day  of  Decemlier,  ls32,  there  shall  be  allowed  and  |i;iiil  to  each  of  the 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Alabama,  Jlissouri,  Mississi]i]ii,  and  Lo\iisiana,  over  and  above  what  each 
of  tiie  said  States  is  entitled  to  by  the  terms  of  the  compacts  entered  into  bet\v<-en  them,  respectively, 
upon  their  admission  into  the  rnioii,  and  tin-  United  States,  the  sum  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  centum  upon 
the  net  amount  of  the  sales  of  the  public-  lands  which,  subsequent  to  the  ilay  aforesaid,  sliall  be  made 
within  the  several  limits  of  the  said  States;  which  said  sum  of  tw(.-lve  and  a  half  pier  centum  shall  be 
applied  to  some  object  or  objects  of  internal  improvement  or  education  within  the  saiil  States,  under  the 
direction  of  their  several  legislatures." 

This  twelve  and  a  half  per  centum  is  to  be  taki-n  out  of  the  net  prricecds  of  the  land  sales  bcfire  any 
apportionment  is  made;  and  the  same  seven  States  which  are  first  to  receive  this  proportion  aie  also  to 
receive  their  duo  proportion  of  the  residue,  accordin.g-  ti.i  the  ratio  of  general  distribution. 

Now,  waiving-  all  consideration  of  equity  or  policy  in  regard  to  tlii.s  provision,  what  more  need  be  said 
to  demonstrate  its  objectionable  character,  than  that  it  is  in  direct  and  undisguised  violation  of  the  pledge 
given  by  Con.gress  to  the  States  before  a  single  cession  was  maih.-;  tliat  it  abrogates  the  condition  upon 
which  some  of  the  States  came  into  the  Union;  and  that  it  sets  at  nought  the  t(-rms  of  i-ession  spread  upon 
the  face  of  every  grant  under  wdiich  the  title  to  that  [lortion  of  the  public  land  is  held  by  the  federal 
government. 

In  the  apportionment  of  the  remaining-  seven-eighths  of  the  proceeds,  this  bill,  in  a  manner  equally 
umlisguiscd,  violates  the  conditions  upiou  -which  tire  United  States  ac(|uired  title  to  the  ceded  lands. 
Abandoning  altogether  the  ratio  of  distribution  according  to  the  general  charge-  and  expenditure  provided 
by  the  compacts,  it  adpots  that  of  the  federal  representative  population.  Virginia  and  other  States 
which  ceded  their  lands  upon  tlie  express  conditiiui  that  they  should  receive  a  benefit  from  their  sales  in 
proportion  to  their  part  of  the  general  charge,  are,  liy  the  bill,  allowed  only  a  portion  of  seven-eighths  of 
tlieir  proceeds,  and  that  not  in  the  jiroiiortioii  of  general  charge  and  expeialiture,  but  in  the  ratio  of  their 
federal  representative  population. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  did  not  ih-legate  to  (Jongn-ss  tin-  power  to  abrogate  these 
compacts.  On  the  contrary,  by  declaring  that  nothing  in  it  ■' dtoll  /»'  so  cnu.-iriinl  us  In  pnjiidirp  aiiij 
claims  of  tlie  Cnited  States,  or  of  an  ij  jiniiiriiliir  Sliil'\"  it  virtually  provides  that  thi-se  <-ompai-ts,  and  the 
rights  they  secure,  shall  remain  untom-hed  by  tla-  legislative  piower,  whieii  shall  only  make  all  '•  aivrlfid 
rules  and  regulations^'  for  carrying  thi-m  into  ellVcl.  All  beyond  this  would  si-em  to  be  an  assumption  of 
undelegated  power. 

Tiiese  ancient  compacts  are  invalualile  monuments  of  an  age  of  virtue,  ]i,iti-iotism,  and  disinterested- 
ness. They  exhibit  the  price  that  great  States  which  had  won  liberty  were  willing  to  pay  for  that  union, 
without  wluch,  they  plainly  saw,  it  could  not  be  preserved.  It  was  imt  for  territory  or  State  power  that 
our  revolutionary  fathers  took  up  arras — it  was  f  )r  indiviilual  liljcrty  and  the  right  of  self-government. 
The  ex]nilsioii  from  the  continent  of  British  armies  and  British  power  was  to  tliein  a  barren  conquest,  if, 
through  the  collisions  of  the  redeemed  Slates,  the  individual  rights  for  which  they  fought  should  become 
the  prey  of  petty  military  tyrannies  established  at  home.  To  avert  such  conseiiiK-nces,  and  throw  around 
liberty  the  shield  of  union.  States  whose  n-lalive  strength  at  the  time  gave  them  a  preponderating  poiver, 
magnanimously  sacrified  domains  which  would  have  made  them  the  rivals  of  empires,  only  stipulating 
that  they  should  be  disposed  of  f  u-  the  common  benelit  of  themselves  and  the  olher  confederated  States. 
this  enlightened  policy  produced  union,  and  has  secured  liberty.  It  has  made  our  waste  lands  to  swarm 
with  a  busy  people,  and  added  many  |iowerful  Stati-s  to  our  confederation.  As  well  for  the  fruits  which 
these  noble  works  of  our  ancestors  have  [u-oduced,  as  for  the  devotedness  in  which  tln-y  originated,  we 
should  hesitate  before  we  demolisli  them. 

But   there   are   other  principles   asserleil   in   the  bill  which  would  have  impelled  me  to  withhold  my 
n  in  it  a  violation  of  the  i-omiiacts  by  which  the   United   States    aciiuired   title  to 

'  ■      ■  'i     -    -  i   -■-- -  1  ;-    ^'  -  '  ■■" 'nthurizin.g  a  subscrip- 

■om 
to 


pci_ 

that  the  interests  of  our  peopl —  ^ ^    -  ^  ..... 

observance.  Tlie  public  lands  arc  the  common  property  of  the  United  States,  and  the  moneys  arising 
from  their  sales  are  a  part  of  the  public  revenue.  Tliis  bill  proposes  to  raise  from,  and  appropriate  a 
portion  of,  the  public  revenue  to  certain  States,  providing  expressly  that  it  shall  ''te  applied  to  objects  cf 
internal  improvement  or  education  v:il]uii  those  Slates,"  and  then  proceeds  to  ap]u-opriatc  the  balance  to  all 
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the  States  with  the  dcclarutioii  that  it  whall  be  applied  "to  such  purposes  as  the  legidattam  of  the  said 
respective  Stales  sliall  deem  jtrojjcr."  Tlje  lonr.ev  aiii)roiiriation  is  expressly  fur  iutonial  iniproveineiits  or 
education  without  qualilicatiou  as  to  the  liiud  of  iuiproveinents,  aud  therefoi-e  in  express  violatiou  of  the 
iirinciple  luaintaiued  in  my  objections  to  the  turnpike  road  bill  above  referred  to.  The  latter  appropriation 
is  more  broad,  and  gives  "the  money  to  be  applied  to  any  local  purpose  whatsoever.  It  will  not  be  denied 
that  under  the  provisions  of  the  bill  a  portion  of  the  money  might  have  been  applied  to  making  the  very 
road  to  which  the  bill  of  1830  had  reference,  and  must  of  course  come  within  the  scope  of  the  same 
principle.  If  the  money  of  the  United  States  cannot  be  applied  to  local  purposes  through  its  own  agents, 
as  little  can  it  be  permiUed  to  be  thus  expended  through  the  agency  of  the  Stale  governments. 

It  has  been  supposed  that,  with  all  the  reductions  in  our  revenue  -which  could  lie  speedily  effected  by 
Con'i-ress  Avithout  injary  to  the  substantial  interests  of  the  country,  there  might  be  for  some  years  to 
come  a  suiplus  of  moneys  in  the  treasury,  and  that  there  was  in  principle  no  objection  to  returning  them 
to  the  people  by  whom  they  were  paid.  As  the  literal  accomplishment  of  such  an  object  is  obviously 
impracticable,  it  was  thought  admissible,  as  the  nearest  approximation  to  it,  to  hand  them  over  to  the 
State  governments,  the  more  immediate  representatives  of  the  people,  to  be  by  them  applied  to  the  benefit 
of  those  to  whom  they  properly  belonged.  The  principle  and  the  object  was  to  return  to  the  people  an 
unavoidable  surjdus  of  revenue  which  might  have  been  paid  by  thern  under  a  syst(Mn  which  could  not  at 
once  be  abandoned;  but  even  this  resource,  which  at  one  time  seemed  to  be  almost  the  only  alternative 
to  save  the  general  government  fnim  grasping  unlimited  power  over  internal  imiirovements,  was  suggested 
with  doubts  of  its  constitutionalitj^ 

But  this  bill  assumes  a  new  principle.  Its  object  is  not  to  return  to  the  people  an  unavoidable  surplus 
of  revenue  paid  in  by  them,  but  to  create  a  surplus  for  distribution  among  the  States.  It  seizes  the 
entire  jiroceeds  of  one  source  of  revenue  and  sets  them  apart  as  a  surplus,  making  it  necessary  to  raise 
the  moneys  for  supporting  the  government  and  meeting  the  general  cliarges  from  other  sources.  It  even 
throws  the  entire  land  system  upon  the  customs  for  its  support,  and  makes  the  public  lands  a  perpetual 
charge  upon  the  treasurj-.  It  does  not  return  to  the  people  moneys  accidentally  or  unavoidably  paid  by 
them  to  the  government,  by  wdiich  they  are  not  wanted,  but  compels  the  people  to  pay  moneys  into  the 
treasury  for  tlie  mere  purpose  of  creating  a  surplus  for  distribution  to  tlieir  State  governments.  If  this 
principle  be  once  admitted,  it  is  not  difficult  to  see  to  what  consequences  it  may  lead.  Already  this  bill, 
by  throwing  the  land  system  on  the  revenues  from  imports  for  support,  virtually  distributes  among  the 
States  a  part  of  those  revenues.  The  proportion  may  be  increased  from  time  to  time,  without  any 
departure  from  the  principle  now  asserted,  until  the  State  governments  shall  derive  all  the  funds  necessary 
for  their  support  from  the  treasury  of  the  United  States;  or  if  a  sufficient  supply  should  be  obtained  by 
some  States  and  not  by  others,  the  deficient  States  might  complain,  and  to  put  an  end  to  all  further  difficulty. 
Congress,  without  assuming  any  new  principle,  need  go  but  one  step  further,  and  put  the  salaries  of  all 
the  State  governors,  judges,  and  other  officers,  with  a  sufficient  sum  for  other  expenses,  in  their  general 
apjiropriation  bill. 

It  appears  to  mo  that  a  more  direct  roail  to  consolidati(jn  cannot  be  devised.  Money  is  power,  and 
in  that  goverimient  which  pays  all  the  public  officers  of  the  States  will  all  political  power  be  substantially 
concentrated.  The  State  governments,  if  governments  tlR\y  might  be  called,  would  lose  all  their  independ- 
ence and  dignity.  The  economy  which  now  distinguishes  thcni  would  bo  converted  into  a  profusion, 
limited  only  by  the  extent  of  the  supply.  Being  the  dependents  of  the  general  government,  and  looking 
to  its  treasury  as  the  source  of  all  their  enn)luments,  the  State  officers,  under  -whatever  names  they  might 
pass,  and  by  wdiatever  forms  their  duties  miglit  bo  prescribed,  waiuld  in  effect  be  the  mere  stipendiaries 
and  instruments  of  the  central  power. 

I  am  quite  sure  that  the  intelligent  people  of  our  several  States  will  be  satisfied,  on  a  little  reflection, 
that  it  is  neither  wise  nor  safe  to  release  the  members  of  their  local  legislatures  from  the  responsibility 
of  levying'  the  taxes  necessary  to  support  their  State  governments  and  vest  it  in  Congress,  over  most  of 
whose  members  they  have  no  control.  They  will  not  think  it  expedient  that  Congress  shall  be  the  tax- 
gather  and  paymaster  of  all  their  State  governments,  thus  amalgamating  all  their  officers  into  one  mass 
of  common  interest  and  common  feeling.  It  is  too  obvious  that  such  a  course  would  subvert  our  well 
balanced  system  of  government,  and  ultimately  deprive  us  of  all  the  blessings  now  derived  from  our 
happy  union. 

However  willing  I  might  be  that  any  unavoidable  surplus  in  the  treasury  should  be  returned  to  the 
people  through  their  State  governments,  I  cannot  as.sent  to  the  principle  that  a  surplus  may  be  created 
for  the  purpose  of  distribution.  Viewing  this  bill  as  in  cflect  assuming  the  right  not  only  to  create  a 
surplus  for  that  purjiose,  but  to  divide  the  contents  of  the  treasury  among  the  States  without  limitation, 
from  whatever  source  they  may  be  derived,  and  asserting  the  power  to  raise  and  appropriate  money  for 
the  support  of  every  State  government  and  institution,  as  well  as  for  making  every  local  improvement, 
however  trivial,  I  cannot  give  it  my  assent. 

It  is  diflicult  to  perceive  what  advantages  would  accrue  to  the  old  States  or  the  new  from  the  system 
of  distribution  wiiicli  this  bill  proposes,  if  it  were  otherwise  unobjectionable.  It  requires  no  argument 
to  prove  that  if  tliree  million  of  dollars  a  year,  or  any  other  sum,  shall  be  taken  out  of  the  treasury  by 
this  bill  for  distribution,  it  must  be  replaced  by  the  same  sum  collected  from  the  people  through  some 
other  means.  The  old  States  will  receive  annually  a  sum  of  money  from  the  treasury,  but  they  will  pay 
in  a  larger  sum,  together  with  the  expenses  of  collection  and  distribution.  It  is  only  their  proportion  of 
seven-cigliths  of  the  proceeds  of  land  sales  which  they  are  to  receive,  but  they  must  jMy  their  due  proportion 
of  the  ivhole.  Disguise  it  as  we  nuiy,  the  bill  proposes  to  them  a  dead  loss  in  the  ratio  of  eight  to  seven, 
in  addition  to  expenses  and  other  incidental  losses.  This  assertion  is  not  the  less  true  because  it  may 
not  at  first  be  palpable.  Their  receipts  will  be  in  large  sums,  but  their  payments  in  small  ones.  The 
governments  of  the  States  -will  receive  seven  dollars,  for  which  the  jxople  of  the  States  will  pay  eight.  The 
large  sums  received  will  be  palpable  to  the  senses;  the  small  sums  paid  it  requires  thought  to  identify. 
But  a  little  consideration  -will  satisfy  the  people  that  the  eflcct  is  the  same  as  if  seven  hundred  dollars 
were  given  them  from  the  public  treasury,  for  which  they  were  at  the  same  time  required  to  pay  in  taxes, 
direct  or  indirect,  eight  hundred. 

I  deceive  myself  greatly  if  the  new  States  -^vould  find  their  interests  promoted  by  such  a  system  as 
this  bill  proposes.  Their  true  policy  consists  in  the  rapid  settling  and  improvement  of  the  waste  lauds 
within^ their  limits.  As  a  means  of  hastening  those  events,  they  have  long  been  looking  to  a  reduction  in 
the  price  of  public  lands  upon  the  final  payment  of  the  national  debt.     The  effect  of  the  proposed  system 
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would  be  to  i)i-cvfiit  that  i-cduftinii.  It  is  true  tlic  lull  rcscrvrs  I..  ('.iiiLi;rrss  llic  |.ou-,.i-  to  rr.lu.-,.  ih,. 
prico;^l>ut    the  ellect  of  its  drtuils,  as  now  anaiiuvd,  wouM  |.r.,|iaMy  lir  f.n-cxcr  to  idtvchI  its  cxriT   .r. 

With  the  just  nieii  who  inhabit  tlio  now  States  it  is  a  siilliidoiil  roasoa  to  rrj  ■.■|  (his  syst  •in,  tlial  it  is 
in  violation  of  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  re]jublie  and  its  ( 'oust  it  ntion;  Imt  if  it  were  a  nieic  i|uestion 
of  interest  or  expediency  they  W(juld  still  reject  it.  d'hey  wonid  not  s.dl  ilii'ir  liri;.:lit  |)it.s|»ct  of  ineioasin;^- 
wealth  and  growing-  power  at  such  a  price.  They  would  not  place  a  sum  of  monc\-  to  lu'  paid  in'o  their 
treasuries  in  competition  with  the  settlement  of  tlndr  waste  lands   and   llii'   increase  of   Ihi-ir    population. 

They  would  not  consider  a  small  or  a  large  annual  sum,  to  he  paid  to  iheir  ^oNcr r^nls  and  i eiliateh' 

expended,  as  an  equivalent  tor  that  enduring  wealth  wdiich  is  composed  of  Ijucks  ami  herds  and  <-ulti\ated 
farms.  No  temptation  will  allure  them  from  that  ol.iject  of  abiding  interest,  the  settlemeni  of  their  waste 
lands  and  the  increase  of  a  hardy  race  of  free  citizens — their  ,glor\-  in  peace  and  their  defence  in  war. 

On  the  wdiolc,  I  adhere  to  the  ojiinion  exi>ressi'd  by  me  in  my  annual  na'ssage  ol'  ls:;-i,  that  it  is  onr 
true  policy  that  the  public  lands  shall  cease,  as  soon  as  practicaMe,  to  he  a  source  of  resi-mie,  e.\cepl  for 
the  paj-ment  of  those  general  charges  wdnch  grow  out  of  the  acquisition  of  the  lands — Iheir  sniNcy  and 
sale.  Although  these  expenses  have  not  been  met  by  the  proci^ils  lA'  sales  herelolbre,  it  is  .piite  certain 
they  will  be  hereafter,  even  after  a  consideraMe  redncti.ai  in  the  ].rice.  lly  meeting  in  the  treasury  so 
much  of  the  gem.'ral  charge  as  arises  from  that  source,  they  \\ill  hereaftei-,  as  they  have  heen  heretofore, 
bo  disposed  of  fiir  the  connnon  benelit  of  the  rniteil  States,  according  to  the  compacts  of  cessi.m.  1  do 
not  doubt  that  it  is  the  real  interest  of  each  and  all  the  States  in  the  I'liion,  and  particularly  of  the  new 
States,  that  the  price  of  these  lauds  shall  be  redni'e(l  and  graduated,  and  tli, it,  alter  they  have  lieeii 
oilered  for  a  certain  number  of  years,  the  refnsi>  remaining  unsold  shall  be  ab:iniloni'd  to  the  Slatis,  and 
the  machinery  of  our  land  sj'stem  entirely  withdrawn.  It  c.rnunt  he  supposed  the  compacts  intended  that 
the  Ignited  States  should  retain  forever  a  title  to  lands  within  the  States  which  are  of  no  value,  and  no 
doubt  is  entertained  that  the  general  interest  would  be  best  iiroinoted  b\'  surrendering  such  lands  to  the 
States. 

This  plan  fi'r  disposing  of  tlie  public  lands  impairs  no  priiici]ile,  violali's  no  compact,  and  derang-es 
no  system.  Already  has  the  price  of  those  lands  been  reibici'd  from  two  dollars  per  acre  to  one  dollar  and 
a  quarter,  and  upon  the  will  of  Congress  it  depends  whether  there  shall  be  a  iurther  ri'duction.  A\'hile 
the  burdens  of  the  cost  are  diminishing  by  the  reduction  of  the  duties  uimn  inqmrls,  it  seems  but  eipnd 
justice  that  the  chief  burden  of  the  west  should  be  lighti'iied  in  an  equal  degree  at  least.  It  would  be 
just  to  the  old  States  and  the  new,  conciliate  every  interest,  ilisarm  the  subject  of  all  its  dangers,  and  add 
another  guarantee  to  the  perpetuitj-  of  our  luippy  Union. 

Sensible,  however,  of  the  difficidtics  wdiich  surround  this  iniportant  subject,  I  can  only  add  to  my 
regrets  at  finding'  myself  again  conqjclled  to  disagree  with  the  legislati\i'  power,  the  sincere  declaration 
that  any  plan  wdnch  shall  promise  a  final  and  satisfactijry  dispusiliim  of  the  (jucstion,  and  l.'c  conqiatible 
with  the  Constitution  and  public  faith,  shall  have  mv  hearty  concurrence. 

ANd)i;E\V  JACKSON. 

December  4,  1833. 


Stateiwnf  re.<prrling  the  revenue  derived  from  tlie  pnhlic  hnuh,  aeeompani/iiu/  the  President's   me.<sn(/e  to  tlte 
Senate  Becemlier  4,  1833,  statin^j  liia  reasons  for  not  approviinj  the  land  biU : 

Statement  of  the  amount  of  money  which  has  been  jiaidby  the  I'liiteil  States  for  the  title  to  the  public  lands, 
including  the  payments  made  under  the  Louisiana  and  Florida  treaties,  the  i-ompact  with  Georgia,  the 
settlement  with  the  Yaziio  claimants,  the  contracts  wdtli  the  Indian  tribes,  ami  the  expenditures  for 
compensation  to  connnissioners,  clerks,  surveyors,  anil  other  officers  employed  by  the  United  States 
for  the  management  and  sale  of  the  western  domain;  the  gross  amoinit  of  nnjney  received  into  the 
treasury,  as  tlie  proceeds  of  public  lands,  to  September  30,  1S32;  also  the  net  amount,  after  deducting 
five  per  cent.,  expended  on  account  of  roads  within  ami  leailing  to  the  western  States,  &c.,  and  sums 
refunded  on  account  of  errors  in  the  entries  of  public  lands. 

Payment  on  account  of  the  purchase  of  Louisiana: 

Principal $14,0S4,S12  2S 

Interest  on  $11,250,000 8,52'J,353  43 

823,514, -220  71 

Pavment  on  acci.nuit  (jf  the  imrchase  of  Fhu'ida: 

Principal 4.985,599  82 

Interest  to  September  30,  1832 1,489,708   00 

0,475,308  48 

Payment  of  compact  with  Georgia "^'':*.*''''''"f^*  '^''' 

Payment  of  the  settlement  with  the  Yazoo  claimants .••••. 1,830,808  04 

Payment  of  contracts  with  the  several  Indian  tribes,  (all  expenses  on  account  of  Indians) .  .  13,004,677   45 
Payment  of  commissioners,  clerks,  and  other  officers  employed  by  the  United  Stales  for  the 

nuinagemeut  and  sale  of  the  western  domain •^-  'o",71()  4.:> 

49,701,280   17 

Amount  of  money  received  into  the  treasury  as  the  proceeds  of  pmMic  lands  to  September 

OQ   ^s>32        •         ; 39.014,(100   07 

Deduct  payments  from  the  treasury  on  account  of  roads,  A:c 1,227,375   ',)4 

38,380,024   13 

T.  L.  SMFfll,  l!e,jister. 
Ti:E,\sruv  PEP.\nTMENT,  lier/ister's  OJJiee,  jlfaraii  1,  1833. 
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A?^  ACT  to  appropiiate  fur  a  liniitci!  time  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  for  granting 

laud  to  certain  States. 

Be  it  onaded  Ijij  the  Senate  and  Hou^e  of  liejjrersentatlves  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled,  Tluit  irom  and  after  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eiglit 
liundred  and  thirty-two,  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  each  of  the  States  of  Ohio,  Lidiana,  Illinois,  Alabama, 
Missouri,  jMississippi,  and  Louisiana,  over  and  above  what  each  of  the  said  States  is  entitled  to  by  the 
terms  of  the  compacts  entered  into  between  them  respectively  upon  their  admission  into  the  I'nion,  and 
the  United  States,  the  sum  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  centum  upon  tiio  net  amount  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  which  subsequent  to  the  day  aforesaid  shall  be  made  witljin  the  several  limits  of  the  said  States, 
which  said  sum  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  centum  shall  be  applied  to  some  object  or  oljjects  of  internal 
improvement  or  education  within  the  said  States,  under  the  direction  of  their  respective  legislatures: 
Provided,  That  said  dividend  and  distribution,  or  the  proportion  of  any  State  therein,  shall  be  in  nowise 
affected  or  diminished  on  account  of  any  sums  whicii  have  been  heretofore,  or  shall  be  hereafter,  applied 
to  the  construction  or  continuance  of  the  Cuml.ierland  road,  but  that  the  same  shall  remain,  as  heretofore, 
charg-cable  on  tiie  two  per  centum  fund  provided  for  by  the  compacts  with  tlie  new  States. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  after  deducting  the  said  twelve  and  a  half  per  centum,  and 
what  by  the  compacts  aforesaid  has  heretofore  been  allowed  to  the  States  aforesaid,  the  residue  of  tlie  net 
proceeds  of  all  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  wherever  situated,  which  shall  be  sold  subsequent 
to  the  said  thirty-first  day  of  December,  shall  be  divided  among  the  twenty-four  States  of  the  Union, 
according  to  their  respective  federal  representative  population,  as  ascertained  by  the  last  census,  to  be 
applied  by  the  legislatures  of  the  said  States  to  such  purposes  as  the  legislatures  of  the  respective  States 
shall  deem  proper:  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  the  prejudice  of  future 
applications  for  a  reduction  of  tlie  price  of  the  public  lands,  or  to  the  prejudice  of  applications  for  a  transfer 
of  the  public  lands  on  reasonable  terms  to  the  States  witliin  which  they  lie,  nor  to  impair  the  power  of 
Congress  to  make  such  future  disposition  of  tiie  public  lands,  or  any  part  thereof,  as  it  may  see  fit. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  the  said  several  sums  of  money  shall  bo  paid  at  the  treasury 
of  the  United  States  half  yearly  to  such  person  or  })ersons  as  the  respective  legislatures  of  the  said  States 
may  authorize  and  direct. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  this  act  shall  continue  and  be  in  force  for  the  term  of  five  years 
from  tlio  said  thirtj'-first  day  of  December,  unless  the  United  States  shall  become  involved  in  war  with 
any  foreign  power;  in  which  event,  from  the  commencement  of  Imstilities,  this  act  shall  cease  and  be  no 
longer  in  force:  Provided,  nevertheless,  That  if  prior  to  the  exjjiration  of  tliis  act  any  new  State  or  States 
shall  1)0  admitted  into  the  Union,  the  power  is  reserved  of  assigning  by  law  to  such  new  State  or  States 
the  proportion  to  which  such  State  or  States  may  be  entitled  upon  the  principles  of  this  act,  and  upon  the 
principles  of  any  of  the  compacts  made  as  aforesaid  with  either  of  the  seven  States  first  mentioned. 

Sec  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  during  the  period  in  which  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  jiublic  lands  shall  be  distributed  among  the  several  States  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
there  shall  be  annuallj'  appropriated  for  completing  the  surveys  of  said  lands  a  sum  not  less  than  eighty 
thousand  dollars;  and  the  minimum  price  at  which  the  public  lands  are  now  sold  at  private  sale  shall 
not  be  increased;  and,  in  case  the  same  shall  be  increased  by  law  within  the  period  aforesaid,  so  much  of 
this  act  as  provides  that  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  shall  be  distributed  among  the 
several  States  shall,  from  and  after  the  increase  of  the  minimum  price  thereof,  cease  and  become  utterly 
mill  and  of  no  eft'ect,  anything  in  this  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding'. 

Sec  6.  jlnd  be  it  J'urther  enacted,  That  whenever  for  two  successive  years  it  shall  aiipear  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  that  the  net  ])roceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  within  any  land  district  now 
established,  or  which  maj'  hereafter  be  established  by  law,  shall  not  be  sufficient  to  discharge  the  salaries 
of  the  ofiicers  employed  by  the  United  States  within  such  district,  he  may  discontinue  such  officers,  and 
the  lands  contained  in  such  district  remaining  unsold  shall  in  such  case  be  annexed  to  the  adjoining 
distiict. 

Sec  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall  be  granted  to  each  of  the  States  of  Mississippi, 
Louisiana,  and  Missouri  the  quantity  of  five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land;  to  the  State  of  Indiana  one 
hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy-two  acres;  to  the  State  of  Illinois  twenty  thousand 
acres;  to  the  State  of  Alabama  one  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land,  lying'  within  the  limits  of  said  States 
respectively,  to  be  selected  in  such  manner  as  the  legislatures  thereof  shall  direct,  and  located  in  parcels, 
conformably  to  sectional  divisions  and  subdivisions,  of  not  less  than  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in 
any  one  location  on  any  public  land  subject  to  entry  at  private  sale,  which  said  locations  may  be  made 
at  any  time  within  five  years  after  the  lands  of  the  United  States  in  said  States  respectively  shall  have 
been  surveyed  and  ofl'ered  at  ])ublic  sale,  according  to  existing  laws. 

Sec  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  lands  herein  granted  to  the  States  above  named  shall  not 
be  disposed  of  at  a  price  less  than  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre  until  otherwise  directed  by  law; 
and  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  said  lands  shall  be  faithfully  applied  to  objects  of  internal  improve- 
ment within  the  States  aforesaid  respectively,  namely,  roads,  bridges,  canals,  and  improvement  of  water- 
courses and  draining  swamps;  and  such  roads,  canals,  bridges,  and  water-courses,  when  made  or  improved, 
shall  lie  free  for  the  transportation  of  the  United  States  mail  and  munitions  of  war,  and  for  the  passage  of 
their  troops,  without  the  jiayment  of  any  toll  whatever. 

A.  STEVIIXSOX,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
IIU.  L.  WHITE,  President  of  the  Senate  2)ro  tenqjore. 

I  certify  that  this  act  did  originate  in  the  Senate. 

WALTER  LOWIUE,  Secrctarij. 
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23n  CoNfiREssj  No.    1120. 


[1st  Session'. 


AITLICATIOX    OF    ARICANSAS    F(»i;    A    DOXATIOX    OF    LAND    'H)    .V^TFAE  SETTLEilS  ON 

THE  -WESTEUX   FlMIXTlEl!  OF  THAT  ST.VTE. 

COMiR-NIC.VTKn    Ti)    THE    HOLSF,    OF    r.EIT.K.SEXTATlVES     DECEMl'.Ell    II,     1  S:i:;, 

Tu  (he  hunorahle  the  Senate  and  Iluii^e  of  I!rpre.<tiilalire.<  <ifthe  United  Slaten  of  Aiiimrn  in  C'";ir/(YN.yn.',\sc»)Wr>(7; 

Your  memorialists,  the  general  a.sscinlily  of  the  Territnry  of  Arkansas,  wuuld  rcspectrnlly  re|ircsent 
to  your  lioncjrablo  l)ody  that  owing  to  tlio  si)ars<'  ami  unoolinoctcd  settlements  on  the  western  luirder  of 
this  Territorj-,  the  inhabitants  arc  greatly  exii.ised  to  the  depredations  of  the  numerous  tribes  (jf  Indians 
who  inhabit  tlie  country  on  our  west. 

Believing-,  as  we  do,  that  a  derjse  poiiulation  is  the  most  ellicient  barriiT  against  a  savage  Ibi',  we 
will  suggest  the  utility  of  nniking  a  di>nation  of  land   In   aetnal   setlhTs  wlm  have  ur  mnv  icniain  fur  the 

term  of  live  years  within  a   reasonabh>  distam-e  of  that  frnntii/r.     This  wrndd  be  : an.s  .if  ilr;iwing  to 

our  border  large  numbers  of  the  hardy  pioneers  of  the  western  States,  whos(/  experieiieo  in  Indian  war- 
fare would  put  a  speedj- termination  to  all  ilopredations.  This  wouM  obviate  tlio  nceessily  of  kcepiii"-  \ip 
the  military  posts  on  our  frontier,  and  would  eoiiseiinently  lie  the  means  of  sa\iiig  to  tln-'govi  rinneiit  an 
annual  expenditure  of  thousands  of  dollars. 

The  lands  on  our  western  frontier  are  generally  poor;  the  goo.l  land  is  siluabd  in  small  detached  par- 
cels, and  the  government  can  never,  as  your  memorialists  believe,  realize  much  lioni  the  sale  thereof.  A 
dense  population  on  our  frontier  that  would  lie  permanent,  will  greatly  enhance  tlie  value  of  the  ad- 
jacent lands,  and,  indeed,  we  believe  it  would  add  much  tij  their  value  throughout  the  Territorv. 

-lOIlX    WILSON,  Speah'r  of  thr  Ho!i!--e  of  Brpre^entn'lMv. 
.mux  WlLLl.VMSUN,  Fre^idenl  of  the  Le,ii.</alire  Council. 


Apjiroved  November  8,  1 80 


JOHN   rOFE. 


23n  CoNcKEss,]  Xo.  1121.  [1st   Session-. 

APPLICATION    OF    ARKANSAS    FOR  A  DONATION    OF    L.\XD    TO    EACH    COUXTY   TO    AID 
IN  THE  ERECTION  OF  COUNTY  BUILDIXOS. 

COJIMUXICATED    To    THE    }IorsE    OF    nEPUESEXT.VTIVES    DECEMnEU    11,    1833. 

To  the  lionorahh'  the  Senate  and  HoUf^e  (if  L'rjire.^entnliee.-^  of  tlie  United  .Vo/cs  in  C'onijre.<s  a^sunhlfd: 

The  memorial  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  would  respectfully  reiiresent  to 
your  honorable  bodj-  that  the  Territory  being  but  thinly  settled,  and  in  the  main  by  ]iersons  of  but  moderate 
circumstances  as  respects  their  prop(_'rty,  and  those  settlements  being  in  all  portions  of  thi'  Territory,  it 
has  become  the  duty  of  the  general  assendily  to  divide  the  Territory  into  counties  for  the  convi'uience  of 
the  citizens  in  the  administration  of  the  laws  of  tin'  conntry.  Though  this  \vas  a  policy  dictated  by  the 
best  reasons,  yet  a  consequence  resulting  thi'refrom  is  that  in  but  few  eotmties  of  the  Territory  are  the 
citizens  provided  with  court-houses  or  jails,  or  have  they  the  ineans  of  erecting  them.  Your  memorialists 
would  respectfully  ask  an  appropriation  of  one  section  of  land  to  each  county  tci  aid  in  the  erection  of  the 
public  buildings  in  the  several  counties  of  this  Territory.  \Ve  are  encouragetl  to  make  this  ajipliction  to 
your  liberality  from  the  fact  that  an  ajipropriation  has  ficen  made  by  Congress  tor  the  building  tif  a  court- 
house and  jail  in  the  county*of  Pulaski,  in  this  Territory.  "\Ve  respectfully  ask  of  your  honorable  body 
the  passage  of  a  law  extending  sinnlar  domitions  to  each  of  the  counties  of  this  Territory,  ami  to  be 
placed  under  the  control  of  the  legislature  of  this  Territory,  and  under  sneh  restrictions  as  in  your  wi.s- 
diun  you  shall  deem  expedient ;  and  thi'  pirayer  of  your  memorialists  being  graideil,  they,  as  in  duty 
bound,  will  ever  pray. 

.lOllX   WILSON,  Spealer  of  tin-  ILm^r  of  n,pi;\<r„latiee^. 

JOHX  WILLIAMSON,  PrcKidrnt  of  tlie  Lr./i^lalier  Conned. 


Approved  November  11,  1833. 


JOHX   POPE. 


23n    Congress.]  No.  1122^  [1st  Ses.siox. 

OPERATIONS    OF    THE    GENERAL    LAND    OFFICE   DFRIN*;    THE    YEAR    1833, 

COMMUNICATED  TO  CONGRESS,    WITH  THE  ANXCAI,  KEIMIRT  OF  THE  SECRET.^RY  OF  THE  TREASFRY  OX  THE  FINANCES, 

DECEMBER    1",    1833. 

Generai,  Land  Office,  Xovemlier  30,  1833. 
Sir:   I  have  the  honor  of  suluuitting  to  your  examination,  and  for  tlie  consideration  of  the  government, 
a  report  of  the  operations  of  this  oilice  during  the  past  year,  the  present  condition  of  the  same,  w-ith  its 
arrears  of  business,  and  the  necessary  action  of  Congress  to  enable  it  to  discharge  its  various  duties  with 
more  iironiptness,  and  with  that  justice  which  is  due  to  the  parties  interested  and  to  the  [inblic  service. 


624  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  1122. 

Tlie  annexed  dncument,  marked  A,  shnws  the  j)eri(ids  to  wliieli  the  quarterly  accounts  of  the  receivers 
liavo  been  rendered  to  this  office,  as  also  the  monthly  abstracts  of  sales  and  receipts,  and  the  admitted 
balances  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  receivers  at  the  respective  dates  of  their  last  returns.  AVith  few 
exceptions,  the  land  officers  have  been  very  prompt  in  transmitting-  to  this  office  their  monthly  and  quar- 
terly statements,  as  required  by  law  and  the  regulations  of  the  department. 

The  acconqianying-  statement,  marked  B,  exhibits  for  the  year  1832,  and  the  first  three  quarters  of 
1833,  the  amount  of  public  lands  sold  in  the  respective  States  and  Territories,  the  several  amounts 
received  in  cash,  in  forfeited  land  stock,  in  military  bounty  land  scrip,  and  the  total  amount  of  purchase 
money,  with  the  amount  paid  into  the  treasury.  From  which  statement  it  will  appear,  that  the  sales  of 
the  first  three  (juarters  of  1833  have  exceeded  those  of  the  corresponding  quarters  of  1832,  532,838  acres, 
$655,080  of  purchase  money,  and  of  amount  paid  into  the  treasury,  the  sum  of  .$609,838.  This  excess  can 
be  accounted  for  in  the  increasing  dis|iosition  for  emigration  which  pervades  the  Atlantic  States  and  many 
portions  of  Europe,  and  in  the  persevering  industry  and  enterprise  of  our  western  and  southwestern  popu- 
lation. It  is  not  improbable  that  the  sales  for  the  present  j'ear  will  amount  to  three  million  of  acres,  and 
the  money  paid  into  the  public  treasury  exceed  three  million  of  dollars.  In  many  of  the  districts  the 
largest  sales  frequently  occur  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 

I  have  caused  to  be  prepared  the  tabular  statement,  marked  C,  whicli  presents  at  one  view  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands,  under  the  cash  system,  from  its  commencement,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1820,  to  the  end  of 
the  year  1832.  It  exhibits  the  quantity  sold  at  the  several  land  offices  in  each  year,  with  the  aggregate 
amount  at  each  office  during  the  wliole  of  that  period,  as  also  the  amount  sold  in  each  year  in  the  several 
States  and  Territories,  together  witli  the  total  amount  in  each  year,  the  total  amount  in  each  State  and 
Territory,  with  the  grand  total.  This  statement  also  shows  the  progressive  increase  of  the  ordinarj'  sales, 
with  the  exception  of  tlie  year  1832,  which  did  not  equal  those  of  1831  by  315,514  acres,  in  consequence, 
principallj',  of  the  general  prevalence  of  the  Asiatic  cholera  in  many  of  tliose  districts  to  which  emigration 
tended,  and  from  which  it  usually  emanates,  and  the  Indian  war  which  pervaded  the  northern  frontier  of 
Illinois  and  the  western  part  of  jNlichigan. 

A  schedule  of  forfeited  land  stock  issued  and  received  at  the  several  land  offices,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  acts  of  Congress  of  May  23,  1828,  March  31,  1830,  and  July  9,  1832,  is  herewith  appended,  marked 
I).  It  shows  the  amount  issued  and  received  at  eacli  office  in  each  of  the  years  1828,  1829,  1830,  1831,  1832, 
and  the  first  three  quarters  of  1833,  the  total  amount  issued  and  received  in  each  year,  the  whole  amount 
at  each  office  during  that  period,  with  their  respective  grand  totals.  The  small  balance  of  less  than  §16,400 
of  the  whole  amount  issued  remained  to  be  received  and  accounted  for  at  this  office  on  the  30th  of  Septem- 
ber last. 

By  the  act  of  May  30,  1830,  tlicre  were  appropriated  260,000  acres  of  land,  subject  to  private  entrj^,  in 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  to  satisfy  the  unlocated  military  bount^y  land  warrants  of  the  Virginia  State 
line  and  navy;  50,000  acres  of  the  Virginia  continental  line,  and  an  unlimited  quantitj' for  the  United 
States  military  warrants,  for  services  rendered  in  the  revolutionary  war;  and  scrip  was  authorized  to  be 
issued  in  eighty-acre  tracts  in  lieu  of  said  warrants.  The  act  of  July  13,  1832,  made  an  additional  appro- 
priation of  300,000  acres  for  the  Virginia  continental  line  and  the  State  line  and  navy;  and  by  the  act  of 
March  2,  1833,  the  further  quantity  of  200,000  acres  was  appropriated  for  the  Virginia  warrants,  to  be 
located  on  anij  of  tlie  public  lands  liable  to  sale  at  private  entry;  making  a  total  for  Virginia  warrants  of 
810,000  acres.  Of  this  quantity,  scrip  had  been  issued,  or  prepared  to  be  issued,  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  on  the  15th  of  November  instant,  for  172,424  acres,  leaving  a  balance  of  37,516  acres,  the 
warrants  for  which  have  been  tiled,  and  the  scrip  will  be  issued  thereon  as  soon  as  the  title  papers  thereof 
shall  1)0  completed.  The  schedule  hereunto  annexed,  marked  E,  exhibits  a  summary  statement  of  the 
number  of  warrants  which  have  been  satisfied,  of  each  class  or  descrijition;  the  quantity  of  land  for  which 
scrip  has  been  issued;  its  amount  in  money,  at  $1  25  per  acre,  together  with  the  total  number  of  certifi- 
cates of  scrip  issued.  Virginia  warrants  have  ab'eady  been  filed  for  about  10,000  acres,  exceeding  the 
amount  which  can  be  satisfied  with  scrip  out  of  the  appropriations  which  have  been  made.  I  have  no 
means  of  ascertaining  the  amount  of  outstanding  Virginia  warrants  not  yet  filed  in  this  oflice,  and  it  will 
be  for  the  decision  of  Congress  whether  further  provisions  shall  be  made  to  satisfy  the  same. 

The  annexed  statement,  marked  F,  shows  the  amount  in  money  of  the  military  land  scrip  received  in 
payment  for  public  lands,  at  the  several  land  oflices,  in  the  years  1830,  1831,  1832,  and  the  first  three 
quarters  of  1833,  with  the  total  amount  in  each  year  in  each  State  and  at  each  office,  with  the  grand  total. 
It  will  appear  from  this  statement,  that  of  the  whole  amount  of  scrip  issued,  ($1,063,592,)  there  had  been 
received  at  the  land  offices  and  accounted  for  at  this  office,  on  the  30th  of  September  last,  the  sum  of 
§154,821;  and  that  of  this  sum,  uKU'e  than  one-half  had  been  taken  at  the  Zanesville  office,  in  Ohio,  and  at 
the  oHice  at  Indianapolis,  in  Indiana.  It  is  altogether,  in  my  opinion,  irreconcilable  with  the  ordinary 
Course  of  such  business  and  the  usual  current  of  public  sales,  that  so  large  a  portion  shouhl  have  been 
n^ceived  at  these  offices  without  the  connivance  or  direct  agency  of  the  land  olReers  and  tlicir  clerks,  or 
one  or  more  of  them,  at  each  oQice,  by  which  scrip  has  been  taken  in  cases  where  otherwise  cash  would 
have  been  received.  Other  offices  have  also  received  and  transmitted  an  unexpected  amount;  in  consc- 
(iueuce  of  which,  measures  have  been  taken  to  ascertain  the  facts  and  circumstances  connected  with  these 
transactions,  and  explanations  have  been  required  of  the  officers.  Before  the  close  of  the  present  session 
of  Congress,  the  department  will  be  able  to  show  the  causes  and  agencies  which  have  contributed  to 
throw  tills  species  of  property  so  raiiidly  upon  the  government. 

The  appropriation  of  seven  thousand  dollars,  made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  for  extra  clerk 
hire  for  this  oflice,  has  enabled  me  to  progress  with  its  current  business  to  a  ver^y  considerable  extent, 
and  to  great  advantage  to  those  most  interested,  and  to  the  government.  Out  of  that  appropriation  there 
liavi!  been  opened  twenty-two  tract  books,  containing  the  entries  of  the  tracts  of  504  townships;  the 
posting  of  about  11,000  entri(^s  of  lands  sold,  besides  tlie  writing  and  recording  of  more  than  13,000 
patents,  and  the  performance  of  a  large  amount  of  miscellaneous  business,  equally  pressing  and  im])ortant. 
Yet,  notwithstanding  the  benefits  which  have  resulted  from  that  appropriation,  the  force  of  the  office, 
provided  by  law,  has  been  inadequate  to  the  discharge  of  its  current  duties,  and  leaving,  at  the  close  of 
the  present  year,  a  greater  aggregate  amount  of  arrears  than  existed  on  the  1st  of  Januar;^  last. 

On  the  passage  of  the  act  of  March  2,  1833,  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a  secretary  to  sign 
patents  in  the  name  of  the  President,  there  were  written  and  recorded,  and  jirepared  for  signature,  more 
than  twenty  thousand  patents  tijr  lands  sold.  In  consequence  of  the  provisions  of  that  act,  it  became 
nt'cessary  to  alt(,'r  the  date  of  execution  of  each  patent,  and  the  record  thereof,  and  the  indorsement  of 
the  certificate  on  which  tlie  same  was  found.     This  service  was  an  expense  to  the  office  of  more  than  six 
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so 


liuudred  dolhu-.s,  requiriiij;-,  ou  ;ill  thr  (loniiiiciils.  in,, re  lluui  sixty  ilicusuiid  mIIciiU  inns  „v  ;iddili,,ns  and 
111  eflect,  abstracted  that  sum  from  llu'  apprdiJiialiou  t'ur  tlie  salaries  til'  tlie  luTmaucut  clcrivs  I  wouKl' 
therefore,  for  the  purpose  of  reimbursing  that  amount  to  the  olliee,  respeetl'uliv  reeonnneud  a  si)e,'i-ii 
approprnitiou  ot  six  hundred  doUars,  to  be  expended  in  writing-  and  reeordin-  four  tlioiisand  patents 
which  would  diminish  that  branch  of  arrears,  without  interfering-  with  current  dutirs.  ' 

The  unfortunate  destruction  of  the  Treasury  building  by  fire  admonished  mo  .if  Ihi;  propriety  and 
absolute  necessity  of  adopting  eveiy  precautionary  measure  to  secure  the  safety  (,f  (he  litU-  papers,  records 
and  other  important  documents,  which  constitute  the  archives  of  this  office.  On  .t  particular  (■xamination' 
with  a  view  to  that  ol)ject,  it  was  found  that  about  two  tons  of  the  papers,  rnilnacing  a  large  portion 
which  belong  to  the  credit  system  of  the  land  sales,  were  deposited  in  the  attic  story  of  the  ImikUng,  imme- 
diately under  the  roof,  in  the  utmost  confusion,  in  bumlles  arranged  ncitlier  in  chronological  ordei-'iKu-  in 
the  orderof  coiisecutive  numbers.  On  a  representation  of  these  facts  U>  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  by  his  advice,  I  have  ado]ited  those  means  wliicli  would  secure  to  the  governmeni,  and  to  the  exten- 
sive regions  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississijipi,  the  safety  and  security  of  thosi-  docunionls  wiiich  are  connected 
with  the  land  titles  of  more  than  thre(>  million  of  white  population.  rorlal>lc  cases  f(,r  all  papers  and 
documents  not  of  daily  use,  and  lire-bags  for  each  room  of  the  olliee.  have  been  i'(,nliac-ted  for,  and  will 
be  delivered  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  weidcs.  while  the  assoi-tmcMit  and  arrangement  of  the  til'le  papers 
are  in  rapid  progress  by  persons  espeeially  employi'd  in  that  service.  The  plan  adopted,  and  whi<-h, 
when  completed,  as  it  will  be  in  two  or  three  months,  will  enable  twenty  able-bodieil  men,  in'  case  of  fire' 
to  remove  from  the  office  every  paper,  document,  book,  and  record  of  the  same,  to  a.  place  of  security,  in 
fifteen  minute.-!,  without  the  derangement  of  either;  so  that,  in  case  the  roof  and  sei-oud  story  of  the  build- 
ing should  be  in  flames,  everything  belonging  to  the  Land  Office,  except  its  furnitui-e,  could  be  saved  and 
removed  by  the  ordinary  assistance  which  is  found  in  the  case  of  tires.  The  wlnde  expense  of  these 
necessary  and  precautionary  measures  will  amount  to  about  twenty-six  hundred  dollars,  for  which  a  speeia 
appropriation  is  respectfully  requested. 

One  of  the  most  serious  causes  which  have  produced  the  delays  and  embarrassments  to  the  perform- 
ance of  the  ordinary  business  of  this  office  is  the  want  of  the  statutes  and  the  repcjrts  of  the  adjudicated 
decisions  of  the  highest  courts  of  justice  in  the  several  States.  The  daily  necessity  of  a  recurrence  to 
such  documents,  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  access  to  the  same,  has  been  the  occasion  of  vexatious 
delays,  in  numerous  instances,  to  the  parties  immediately  interested,  and  to  tlie  promi)t  discharge  (if 
official  duty.  This  can  be  remedied  by  a  special  appropriation  for  that  ])ur|ioso  of  about  twenty-five 
hundred  dollars,  which  is  respeetl'uUy  and  urgently  recommended.  It  is  fre([ueiitly  the  case  that  a  resort 
to  these  statutes,  and  the  reported  decisions  thereon,  is  absolutely  necessary  to  .-i  <-orrect  action  on  ques- 
tions arising-  under  the  law  of  descent,  the  jurisdiction  of  ju-obate  matters,  the  settlement  ami  distribution 
of  intestate  estates,  the  law  of  judgments  and  executions,  and  the  lien  created  thereby,  with  the  law  of 
assurance  or  conveyances  in  relation  to  real  estate.  Access  to  these  sources  of  information  is  often 
indispensable  to  the  security  of  individual  rights,  and  important  to  the  pecuniary  interests  of  the  govern- 
ment. In  many  of  the  States  some  of  the  principles  of  the  common  law  have  been  declared  inapplicable 
to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  people  and  the  countrj',  and  inconsistent  with  the  genius  and  provis- 
ions of  our  political  institutions;  and  others  have  been  substituted  by  legislative  adoption,  compatible 
with  constitutional  rights  and  the  immunities  of  the  citizen.  Hundreds  of  i[uestions  are  presented  ever_y 
year,  in  the  administration  of  the  powers  and  duties  of  this  office,  involving  tlie  examination  and  applica- 
tion of  leg-al  principles  connected  with  the  subjects  aliove  enumerated;  and  it  is  a  matter  of  surprise  to 
me  that  more  complaints  have  not  lieen  made  against  the  decisions  of  the  Commissioner  in  cases  where  In- 
lias  been  called  uinin  to  decide,  without  the  n.'quisito  le,gal  information  to  do  so  understandingly.  In 
many  instances,  I  have  no  doulit,  they  have  been  submitted  to,  rather  than  incur  the  expense  of  an  appeal 
to  the  administratii.m  of  justice  in  the  United  States  courts.  These  evils  should  no  longer  prevail,  and 
the  excuse  for  them  should  cease  to  exist  bj*  the  appropriate  action  of  Congress.  The  small  sum  necessary 
to  be  appropriated  cannot  come  in  C(jmpotition  with  the  resulting  benefits  to  individuals  and  to  the  govern- 
ment. There  is  probably  no  bureau  under  the  executive  departments  which  requires  so  frei[uent  recur- 
rence to  the  statutes  and  judicial  decisions  of  the  several  States  as  that  of  the  General  Land  Oifice,  and 
in  which  they  are  so  necessary  to  the  administration  of  right  and  justice.  In  tiiith.  it  has  become  in 
practice,  from  necessity',  a  court  of  exchequer,  where  its  decisions  arc  tacitly  assented  to,  from  ignorance 
of  the  law,  or  acquiesced  in  from  pecuniary  considerations.  My  duty  to  the  g-overnment  and  to  individual 
rights  requires  this  statement  from  me,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  the  parties  interested,  and  as  highly  proper 
and  important  for  the  legislative  action  of  Congress. 

Although  the  above  statements  and  exhibits  show  that  the  duties  of  this  office  are  annually  increasing 
and  rapidly  accumulating,  it  is  proper  for  me  to  say  that  they  present  but  a  small  pi.irtion  of  tlie  items  of 
such  increase.  Exclusive  of  the  correspondence  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Trc;isiiry,  in  relation  to  the 
issue  of  military  bounty  land  scrip  since  the  1st  of  January  last,  which  is  e(iu:d  to  the  writing  and 
recording  of  342  letters,  and  the  letters  written  to  the  several  land  officers,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of 
their  monthly  and  quarterly  returns,  amounting  to  1,150  to  the  15th  of  the  present  month,  there  have  been 
written  in  the  office,  on  otlier  subjects,  from  the  1st  of  January  last  to  the  15th  instant,  including  copies  of 
a  portion  of  the  same,  4,589  letters,  occupying  in  the  record  thereof  3,047  large  fdio  jiages.  During  the 
present  year  there  will  have  been  issued  and  transmitted  from  tlie  office  more  than  forli/  thousand  patents, 
leaving  an  arrear  of  patents  for  lands  sold,  at  the  close  of  the  year,  in  amount  exceeding  sevextv  thocs.ixd. 
To  this  should  be  added,  besides  other  increasing  demands  upon  the  office,  the  reipiiremeiits  of  individuals 
for  copies  of  title  papers,  records,  correspi>ndence,  and  other  documents,  to  be  used  in  the  administration 
of  justice,  the  settlement  of  intestate  estates,  to  supply  the  loss  or  destruction  of  the  originals,  and  for 
otlier  lawful  purposes,  which  will  amount  for  the  present  year,  at  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per  one  hundred 
words,  to  a  sum  exceeding  three  thousand  dollars.  This  class  of  requisitions  upon  the  time  and  duties  of 
the  office  must  annually  i'iicrease  with  the  progress  of  the  sales  of  the  nati(mal  domain,  the  opening  and 
clearing  the  forests,  aiid  the  extension  of  the  west(U-n  settlements.  Another  source  of  expense  to  the 
office,  and  which  is  constantly  increasing  with  the  accumulation  of  its  arrears,  is  the  issuing,  in  ignorance 
of  the  fact,  of  patents  to  purchasers,  orlcj  their  assigns,  after  the  death  of  the  patentees.  To  remedy  this 
defect  in  tlie  system  of  legal  grants  fu-  lan.ls  sold,  which  has  now  become  serious  and  embarrassing,  it  is 
necessary  for  Congress  to  provide  liy  law  that  patents  issued  to  persons  deceased,  the  legal  title  shall 
inure  to  the  heirs  or  devisees,  to  every  lawful  elTcct  and  extent,  as  if  they  had  been  execnteil  and  delivered 
in  the  lifetime  of  the  same. 
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Tliu  sui-vovs  of  the  i.ulilic  lan<ls  have  progressed  to  a  voiy  cousiderable  extent,  a  lai-ge  portion  ol 
whieh  howeve'r  are  rendered  immediately  unavailing:,  in  consequence  of  the  deficiency  of  aid  provided  by 
law  in  the  office's  of  the  surveyors  general.  At  the  present  time  I  am  not  able  to  make  a  particular  report 
thereof  but  it  is  expected  that  statements  in  detail  of  the  progress  of  this  work,  and  the  condition  and 
necessities  of  each  office  on  the  1st  of  January  next,  will  be  returned  as  soon  as  practicable  alter  that 
date  by  the  several  surveying  departments.  When  these  statements  are  received  they  will  be  communi- 
cated in  exten^o  or  in  a  coiidenscl  form,  as  may  be  reriuired.  It  is  known,  however,  that  the  surveys  of 
about  800  townships  have  been  made  and  paid  for,  the  plats  and  descriptive  notes  of  which  should  be 
returned  to  this  office,  and  to  the  proper  land  offices,  in  the  course  of  six  or  eight  montlis.  A  large  amount  of 
surveys  have  been  made  and  are  in  progress,  which  will  be  completed  and  paid  for,  and  the  returns  thereof 
mado'durin''-  the  year  1834,  if  the  necessary  means  should  be  prcjvided  by  Congress.  I  consider  it  my  duty  to 
state'  in  connexion  with  this  subject,  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  i)ublic  surveys  to  progress,  and  the  sales  and 
disiio'sition  of  the  national  domain  to  be  facilitated  and  extended  with  advantage  to  the  government,  and 
withcmt  nijury  to  individuals,  unless  more  discretionary  power  is  vested  in  the  Treasury  Department  to  meet 
unforeseen  evils  and  the  defects  of  legislation,  to  bring  up  and  prevent  the  accumulation  of  arrears,  and  to 
secure  a  promi)t  and  efficient  discharge  of  public  duty.  I  would,  thercfdro,  respectfully  propose  tiiat  the 
Secretarv  of  the  Treasury,  on  a  reported  statement  of  facts  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
1)0  authorized  and  directed  by  law  to  cause  all  the  arrears  of  the  surveying  departments  to  bo  brouglit  up  as 
S(wii  as  practicable;  to  n'cpiire  an  authenticated  transcript  of  the  records  of  the  field-notes  to  be  transmitted 
to  the  General  Land  Office;  to  cause  renewed  township  plats  to  be  furnished  to  the  land  offices,  where  the 
originals  have  become  so  defaced  and  injured,  and  the  entries  thereon  obliterated  by  constant  use,  as  to 
belio  lon"-er  available  in  every  particular  as  public  dcicumeiits;  and  to  make  reasonable  allowance  for 
the  surveys  of  the  principal  and  guide  meridians  and  base  linos,  and  particular  sections  of  the  public 
lands  in  cases  where  they  cannot  be  executed  for  the  prices  allowed  by  law;  and  that  tiie  expense  thereof 
be  paid  out  of  the  general  appropriation  for  tlie  surveys  of  the  public  lands. 

In  makin"'  this  annual  report  I  am  again  required,  by  a  sense  of  public  duty,  to  present  a  brief  view 
of  the  arrears  of  business  in  this  oflice,  and  the  means  necessary  to  bring  up  those  arrears,  in  connexion 
with  a  proper  discharge  of  current  duty.     Under  the  head  of— 

1st.  Frimte  land  claims.  The  printing  and  publication  of  State  papers,  by  Gales  &  Seaton,  and  Duff 
Green,  supersede  much  of  the  duty  previously  required  by  this  bureau.  The  arrears  of  this  branch  of 
business  can  now  be  brought  up  by  one  competent  clerk  in  one  year. 

2d.  3Tililart/  bounty  lands.  The  duties  now  required  to  be  perfonneil  under  this  head  would  require  the 
time  of  three  clerks  for  one  year. 

3d.  Po^tinij  the  entries  and  sales  of  jmblic  lands,  and  adjusting  the.  'juarteiiij  a<.vounls  thereof,  vfoxdd 
occupy  the  time,  for  one  year,  of  six  intelligent  and  industrious  clerks. 

4tli.  Indexes  to  the  records  of  patents,  a  work  of  the  most  pressing  necessity,  and  which  is  almost 
entirely  in  arrears  from  tlie  commencement  of  the  public  land  sales,  cannot  be  accomplished  in  less  than 
one  year,  by  fifteen  active  and  competent  clerks. 

5th.  The  opening  of  tract  hooks  for  surveys  already  returned  to  tlio  office,  as  rendered  necessary  by  the 
quarter  section  subdivision,  would  require  tlie  service  of  two  clerks  for  one  year. 

6th.  Writing,  recording,  and  examining  patents  for  lands  sold.  The  amount  of  arrears  under  this  head, 
for  lands  sold  to  the  1st  of  January  next,  will  exceed  seventy-two  thous-^nd  patents.  To  write,  record, 
and  examine  the  same,  would  require  the  service  of  eighteen  diligent  clerks  for  a  year. 

Ith.  Suspended  cases  under  the  credit  system,  from  the  difliculty  of  completing  the  title  papers,  and 
the  i-^reat  labor  of  examination,  will  demand  the  service  of  two  clerks  one  year,  wlio  are  acquainted  with 
this  duty. 

8th.  Tiie  draught.^man\';  bnreau.  There  are  now  in  the  office  92(3  township  jilats  to  be  protracted  on 
the  maps  of  the  proper  land  districts,  besides  about  800  other  plats,  which  are  expected  to  be  returned  in 
the  course  of  six  or  eight  months;  information  Jiaviug  been  received  that  the  surveys  thereof  have  been 
made  and  returned  to  the  respective  surveyors  general.  To  make  the  protractions  and  connexions,  which 
should  be  done  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  year,  will  require  the  labor  of  one  competent  and  industrious 
draughtsman  at  least  twelve  months.  The  lands  selected  by  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and 
Alabama,  under  grants  for  canal  purposes,  and  those  selected  under  grants  for  other  purposes,  with  the 
school  lands  selected  in  lieu  of  section  16,  have  all  to  be  entered  and  marked  on  the  township  plats  and 
maps  of  the  proper  districts.  To  perform  this  service,  as  also  that  of  making  similar  entries  under  the 
act  of  April,  1832,  authorizing  a  subdivision  of  the  fractional  sections  into  forty-acre  tracts,  would  occupy 
the  time  of  a  draughtsman  more  than  one  year.  If  it  is  contemplated  by  the  government  to  complete  the 
service  as  far  as  practicable,  required  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  February  28,  1823,  the  labor  of 
one  draughtsman  acquainted  with  the  duty  would  be  required  for  six  years.  Tlie  daily  interruption  to 
the  proper  discharge  of  public  duty,  and  the  expense  resulting  to  the  office  in  consequence  of  the  con- 
tinuance of  these  arrears,  have  become  evils  of  the  most  serious  character,  and  should  be  done  away 
immediately. 

9th.  3Iiscellaneous  arrears,  other  than  those  enumerated,  would  occupy  the  time  of  four  clerks  one 
year.  These  arrears,  now  amounting  to  the  services  of  fifty-nine  clerks  for  one  year,  have  been  accumu- 
lating for  a  long  period  of  time,  a  large  portion  of  which  existed  before  the  administration  of  the  office 
was  committed  to  my  hands.  They  have  arisen  from  the  physical  impossibility  of  the  oflice  to  discharge 
all  the  duties  required  of  it  by  law,  with  the  force  provided  for  that  purpose;  from  the  injudicious  and 
unfortunate  reduction  of  six  of  its  clerks  in  1827;  from  the  great  increase  of  business  arising  under  the 
relief  laws  since  1826;  from  the  establishment  of  additional  land  and  surveying  districts;  from  the 
numerous  reservations  made  in  Indian  treaties;  from  the  many  grants  of  public  lands  for  canal,  road, 
literary,  and  other  purposes;  and  from  tlie  great  increase  of  miscellaneous  business,  within  the  last  four 
or  five  years,  not  previously  demanded  of  the  office. 

To  bring  up  these  arrears,  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurj'  be 
authorized  to  cause  the  same  to  be  done,  and  the  expenses  thereof  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  treasuiy 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  such  an  extent  as,  in  his  judgment,  the  necessities  of  the  government  and 
justice  to  individuals  may  require.  And  to  enable  the  office  to  discharge  its  current  dutie„,'I  propose  the 
employment  therein  of  one  chief  clerk   at  a  salary  of  $1,700  per   annum;  one  clerk  at  $1,500;  five  at 
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§1,400;  ten  at  61,150;  un.l  thirteen  at  81,000;  makin-  in  all.  thirlv  clerks;  an.l  also  ,„ie  .li-aii..-li1snian  at 
§1,500,  (me  assistant  dnuig-htsnian  at  SI, KiO,  une  nie.s.sen-'er  at  $im\.  an<l  Iwn  .-issislaiit  n,esse;i-<Ts  at 
§350.  For  the  reasons  of  this  additional  aid,  am!  Ilir  iiirrease  el'  |ia\-  tea  perl  i.  m  ,.r  ihr  saiiu'  1  wUt 
yon  to  niy  report  made  to  the  Secretary  i;!  the  'I'leasui y  <<u  the  lilsi  nf  .lannaiv  1,-,>I,  and  which  has  h,cn 
printed  as  nund-ier  50  of  the  Senate  decainients  et  hist  sessi,.ii.  If.  how  (•\ ,  r. '  it  -Ihinld  not  he  de.Mned 
expedient  by  Cong-ress  to  adopt  this  pi-,iposition,  an' appropriation  ,,r  .si;,(H)ll  p,.r  v.'ar,  lor  the  wiiliie:-  and 
recordin.n- of  patents  for  lands  sold,  and  a  like  appropriation  lor  six  (•xtra  clerl<s  in  the  olli,-,.,  wnnM 
g-reatly  facilitate  its  business,  and  very  much  lessen  the  enibarrassnients  nnder  whi.li  il  n-w  hib.,rs. 
All  wliicli  is  respectfully  snl'initted. 

Kl.I.IAIl   IIA^AVAIM). 
Hon.  li.  B.  Taxky,  Si'cniari/  u/  the  Tn'o^nrii. 


Exhibit  of  the  periods  to  u-Jdch  the  inonthh/ accoimts  of  the  rer/islers  and  recein-r.-i  of  the  puliUr  land  offices  hem', 
been  rendered,  showinr/  the  balance  of  cash  in  the  receiv(rs'  liands  at  the  dale  ,'•/  tlnir  hist  motilhh/  aceonntl; 
rvrrent,  anrl  the  periods  to  n-hich   tlie  reeeirers'  quarterly/  aerunn/s  imre  liecH  rendered. 


Land  offices. 


Piloiiiliiv  r'^turns. 


Marietta, 
Zanesvi 


illc 


.do. 


.Jo 


Steubenvijle 

Chilicothe do 

Cincinnati do 

Wooster do 

Piquaand  Wapaghltonciia do 

Bucyrus do 

Jefferson  ville Indiana., 

Vincennes do.... 

IndianapoIi,s lo 

Crawfordsville di 

Fort  Wayne do 

Laporle do 

Sliawneetown Illinois.. 

Kaskaskia do 


.do,, 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do., 
.do., 
.do., 
.do., 
.do., 
.do,, 
.do., 
.do., 
.do,, 
.do. 


Oct.      3I,l!Ki3 


Edwardsville  . 


.do., 
.do., 
.do., 
.do.. 
.do., 
.do  . 
.do., 
.do., 
.do., 
.do.. 
.do., 
.do,, 
.do., 
.do., 
.do.. 


Vandalia 

Palestine 

Springfield 

Danville 

Qllincy 

St.  Louis 

Fayette 

Palmyra 

Jackson  

Lexington 

St.  Stephen's 

Caliaba 

llnntsville 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


do 

do 

do 

.\ug.     31,li?y3 

lo Sept.    .30,1833 

.Missouri Oct.      31.  1S33 

....do do 

....do do 

lo do 

do do 

..Maliama Sept.    311,  ie33 

do do 

do do 


ilo i 

do 

do 

do 

do   ! 

do 

lo 

lo 

do 

do 

Sept.    30,  1S33 

.do 

.do 

Tuscaloosa do do do 

Sparta do Oct.     31,1,^33      Oct.      31,1833 

Demopolis do do do 

Washington Mississippi Sept.    30,1833      .\iig.     31,  1,?33 

Augusta do Oct.      31.1833      Oct.      31,1833 

MountSalus '. lo .^ug.     31,1833      -Aug.     31,1833 

Columbus do Oct.     31,1833      Oct.      31,1833 

NevvOrleans Louisiana Oct.      30,18,32      Sept.    30,1833 

Opelousas lo Sept.    30,1,833    do 

Ouachita do do i d" 

St.  Helena do d.i 1 do 

Detroit Miclligan  Territory Oct.      31.  1833  !  Oct.      31,1833 

White  Pigeon  Prairie do do do 

Monroe do do do i 


O      O      ^^ 


■53,036  69 
3,998  ."il 
2,311  85 

783  23 


4.325  00 
9, 170  73 
14.458  65 


711  23 

129  .15 

11..V.5  25 


2,370  59 
4,597  01 
6,331  76 
106  82 
5,731  .35 
678  45 
19.a.-.6  21 
2,841  63 
4.  .178  72 


Sept.      30.  1,833 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Oct.        31,1833 
Sept.      30,  1833 

do 

do 

do 


16.514  03 
9,161  59 
299  99 
9,144  03 
3.963  14 

19,260  89  , 


...do. 
...do., 
...do., 
...do.. 
...do., 
...do.. 
...do.. 
...do.. 


7,073  78 

1. 130  07 

5.387  96 

2.234  80 

6.050  48 

23, 989  62 

17, -3,54  80 

4  99 

8.629  34 

9.7.78  10 

203  40 


June  .30.  18.33 
Sept.      30,  1.533 

I do 

do 

do 

do 

Juoi'  30,  1S33 
Sept.  30,  1833 
June      30,  1833 


Sept.      30,  1833 

do 

do 

do 


Batesville Arkansas. . 

Little  Rock do 

Washington do 

Fayetteville do 

Tallahassee Florida . , . 

St.  Augustine do 


Sept.  30,  1833 
do 

July      31,1833 

Sept.  30,  1833 
do 

Xov.    30,  1831 


Sept.  30.  1833 
Aug.  31,1833 
July  31,1833 
Sept.    30.  1833 

do 

Nov.  30.  1831 


12.517  75 
5.908  68 
3.335  89 
1.421  03 
886  16 
1  80 
3,148  52 


.do.. 


June  30.  1832 
June  30,  1833 
Sept.      30.  1833 

do 

March   31,  1833 


Treasury  Departmknt,  (reitcral  Lanii  Of^cc,  Xorenthn'  30.  18.33. 


ELIJ.\H  H.WWARD,  Commissioner. 
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PUBLIC    LANDS 


[No.   1122. 


B. 

Exhibit  of  the  operations  of  the  land  offices  of  the  United  States  in  the  several  States  and  Territories  during  the 
year  ending  December  31,  1832,  the  1st,' 2d,  and  3d  quarters  of  1833,  and  of  the  payments  made  into  the 
treasury  on  account  of  public  lands  during  those  jxriods. 


Lands  sold  after  deduetlng 
erroneous  entries. 

Am't  received 
in  cash. 

Amount  received  in  scrip. 

Aggregate  re- 

Am't paid  into 

Acres. 

Purchase 
money. 

Forfeited  land 
stock. 

Military  land 
scrip. 

ceipts. 

the  treasury. 

412,714  61 
546,844  24 
227,375  91 
251,280  09 
412,682  79 
261,313  67 

78,453  48 
252,211  44 

10,179  47 
9,286  46 

§541,275  05 

684,209  69 

284,936  17 

313,141  12 

522,337  64 

326,578  90 

98,280  29 

320,284  83 

12,724  33 

11,608  07 

$430,619  37 

543,680  24 

254,363  83 

312,775  67 

512,990  ,53 

322,963  91 

96,848  67 

319,584  00 

12,724  33 

11,608  07 

§16,115  00 
6,255  85 
3,057  92 

365  45 
9,347  11 
3,614  99 
1,431  62 

700  83 

§94,540  68 
134,273  60 
27,514  42 

§541,275  05 

684,209  69 

284,936  17 

313,141  12 

522,337  64 

326,578  90 

98,280  29 

320,284  83 

12,724  33 

11,608  07 

§360,641  14 

527,366  43 

228,292  69 

305,624  72 
451,886  36 

307,900  51 

100,455  00 
317,635  42 

10,040  66 

2,462,342  16 

3,115,376  09 

2,818,158  62 

40,888  77 

256,328  70 

3,115,376  09 

2,623,381  03 

State  of  Ohio  for  1st,  2(1,  and  3d  quarters  of  1833. 

372,685  22 
338,286  20 
246,636  41 
146,866  83 
219,212  69 
315,725  16 

61,983  35 
316,081  89 

16,829  30 
8,333  33 

466,455  82 

425,371  79 

309,423  45 

183,636  15 

275,722  36 

394,841  41 

77,487  64 

395,102  03 

21,098  90 

10,416  65 

327,764  11 

305,457  33 

281,222  51 

183,536  95 

260,433  51 

393,040  34 

77,299  77 

394,826  33 

21,098  90 

10,416  65 

12,753  30 

7,084  33 

2,435  44 

99  20 

15,288  85 

1,801  07 

187  87 

275  70 

125,938  41 
112,830  13 
25,765  50 

466,455  82 

425,371  79 

309,423  45 

183,636  15 

275,722  36 

394,841  41 

77,487  64 

395,102  03 

21,098  90 

10,416  65 

325,253  75 
270,816  62 

269,898  45 

208,423  75 
301,796  69 

365,498  66 
75,104  69 

367,602  61 
16,114  27 

9,447  86 

2,042,640  38 

2,559,556  20 

2,255,096  40 

39,925  76 

264,534  04 

2,559,556  20 

2,219,957  3 

Treasury  Department,,  General  Land  Office,  November  30,  1833. 


ELIJAH  HAVVVARD,  Commissioner. 


1833.] 


OPEKATIOXS    OF    THE    GENERAL    LAND    OFFKJE. 
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E. 


Aschrdiilc  exhihiliiKj  fltc  number  of  mrlt  descriplinn  o/'  varrauls  irliirh  harr  bivn  sali.'^/ifd  with  siri/i;  llir 
quantity  of  lo.nd  for  which  scrip  has  been  issued:  the  amount  thereof  in  moneij  at  one  dullar  and  tu'ii, I, i- 
five  cents  per  acre,  with  their  several  totals:  tor/ellier  with  the  whole  number  of  cerlifn-ates  of  srrij,  is,u.';l 
under  the provisirjns  of  the  acts  of  May  30,  1830,  Ji'h/  13,  1832,  and  Jlan-h  2,  l,s3:;. 


Description  of  warrant. 

No.  of  warrants 

Acres  of  land. 

Amount  in  money. 

Total  niinilier  of 
certilieatcs  of 
ecrip  issuuil. 

Vircfinia  State  lino  and  navy 

558 
308 
424 

521.354 
251,  070 

78,  450 

$G51,  (i92    50 

313,  837  50 
98,  002  50 

Vii'ii'inia  continental  line 

10,  731 

United  States 

1,290 

850,  874 

1,003,592  50 

10,  731 

Tre.\sury  Deiurtment,   General  Land  Office,  November,  1833. 


ELIJAH  IIAYWAEl),  dn, 


tmt.<si(iner. 


F. 

Statement  exhihiting  the  amount  of  military  bounty  land  scrip  received  in  payment  for  public  lands  at  the 
several  land  offices  in  Ohio.  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  duriny  the  years  1830,  1831,  1832,  and  frst  threir  quar- 
ters o/1833. 


Land  offices. 

1830. 

1831. 

1832. 

Three  quarters 
or  1833. 

Total  in  each 
otfice. 

Marietta 

Oliio    _ 

SlOO  00 
3,816  67 

S424  25 

59.737  79 

125  CO 

14,270  24 

6,601  27 

1,050  00 

550  00 

3.748  10 

f 100  00 

50,791  07 

998  75 

29,561   18 

1,287  00 

550  00 

31,615  83 

10,834  58 

.*624  •''5 

$69,973  03 

125  00 

18,976  62 

2,216  66 

184.318  56 
1,248  75 

do 

do 

250  00 

63,058  04 
10,104  93 

do 

Woodier 

do 

1,600  00 

Piqua  and  Wapaghkonetla 

Tiffin  and  Bucj-nis 

do 

1,025  00 
2,224  37 

33,390  83 
16,807  05 

do 

4, 166  07 

86,506  65 

94,540  68 

125,938  41 

311,152  41 

11,638  75 

425  00 

59,447  04 

31,995  00 

14,558  65 

125  00 

94,686  41 

22,254  99 

2,648  55 

11,829  60 
600  00 
79,475  69 
17,728  94 
3, 195  90 

38,027  00 

do 

1,1.50  00 

Indianapolis 

233,609  14 

do 

71,978  93 

do      .      . 

5,844  45 

103,505  79 

134,273  60 

112,830  13 

350,609  52 

_ Itlinni^.... 

225  00 

400  00 
12.309  58 
9,751  99 

800  00 
15,799  26 

500  00 

700  00 
225  00 

13,511  11 
650  00 
225  00 

10,753  31 
1,4.50  00 

50  00 

975  00 

625  00 

7,100  00 
400  00 

32,920  69 
10,801  99 

do 

do 

1,025  00 

SprincEifId 

do 

14,502  07 

2, 950  00 

763  43 

41.051  64 

do  

4.90O  00 

Uuincy 

763  43 

39,785  83 

27,514  42 

25,765  50 

93,065  75 

4, 166  67 

229,798  27 

256,338  70 

264,534  04 

754,827  68 

ELIJAH  HAYWARD,  Commissioner, 


Tre.\sury  Department,  General  Land  Office,  Novcmher  30,  1?33. 


-80  E 


n34  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  1124. 


23n  Con-chess.]  ^"     1123.  [1st  Sesstok. 

Vl'l'LlCATIOX    OF   ALABAMA   FOIl  THE  SALE  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS  AT  EEDUCED  PPJCES  IN 

LIMITED  QUANTITIES. 

COTniUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  KEPRESENT.ITIVES  DECEMBER   17,    1833. 
MEMORIAL  to  the  Congress  of  tlie  United  States  in  relation  to  the  public  lands. 

Till'  n-cncral  cassembly  of  the  State  of  Alabama  would  rcsiioctfully  represent  to  the  Congress  of  the 
T'uiteJ  St'rites  that  the  most  of  the  public  lands  now  within  the  limits 'of  this  State  arc  of  that  class 
wliich  has  been  ofl'ered  and  not  sold.  The  best  lands  have  all  been  disposed  of  through  government  sales, 
and  it  is  lielieved  that  the  present  minimum  price  far  exceeds  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  lands  now  remaining 
unsiild.  Your  memorialist  would  therefore  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  reducing  the  price  on 
this  class  of  puljlic  lands,  and  of  permitting  them  to  be  entered  in  subdivisions  of  forty  acres,  giving  to 
the  occupant,  for  a  limited  period,  a  preference  in  the  purchase.  This  measure,  it  is  believed,  would  be  of 
essential  benefit  to  our  community  generally,  and  particularly  to  that  class  of  our  citizens  who  have 
hitherto  been  unable  to  contend  with  the  capitalist  and  the  speculator  in  the  market  for  the  best  land. 
We  deem  it  unnecessary  to  attempt  to  illustrate  by  argument  the  benefits  which  we  think  would  result  both 
to  our  citizens  and  the  government  by  the  measure  here  proposed,  and  we  respectfully  submit  these 
crude  suggestions  to  the  justice  and  liberality  of  the  national  legislature. 

Your  memorialists  would  again  press  upon  the  consideration  of  Congress  the  propriety  of  abandoning 
the  present  mode  of  disposing  of  the  public  lands  at  auction.  This  system  is  believed  not  to  be  beneficial 
to  the  government,  and,  in  practice,  is  found  to  operate  injuriously  and  oppressively  upon  the  purchasers. 
We  ao-ain  suggest  the  policy  of  disposing  of  the  lands  bj'  entry  in  tracts  of  frt)m  the  lowest  sulidivision 
upwards  to  one  quarter  section,  giving  to  actual  settlers  a  preference  for  a  reasonable  time,  and  to  reduce 
the  price  affixed  periods  until  sold.  This  system,  it  is  believed,  would  encourage  en)igration  ;  hold  forth 
additional  inducements  to  purchase,  and  accelerate  the  settlement  and  cultivation  of  the  public  lands,  and, 
by  limiting  the  quantity  to  one  quarter  section,  it  would  thwart  the  cupidity  of  speculating  monopolies. 
Your  meniorialists  again  beg  leave  to  present  to  your  consideration  the  propriety  of  authorizing  the  holders 
of  certificates  of  land  on  which  one-fourth  of  the  purchase  money  has  been  paid,  and  the  land  reverted  to 
the  government,  to  obtain  certificates  of  scrip  receivable  inpayment  for  other  lands  ;  and  also  to  authorize 
those  purchasers  of  lands  who  have  relinquished  under  the  provisions  of  any  of  the  acts  of  Congress  for 
the  relief  of  purchasers  of  public  lands,  and  who,  by  relinquishment,  have  paid  by  certificate  an  amount 
over  and  above  the  amount  for  the  lands  so  paid  for,  to  obtain  certificates  of  scrip  to  the  amount  of  such 
over  payment,  which  may  be  receivable  in  payment  for  other  lands.  Those  last-mentioned  purchasers,  it 
is  believed,  have  au  equitable  claim  upon  the  justice  of  government. 

Your  inemorialists  respectfully  submit  the  foregoing  suggestions  to  the  justice  and  liberality  of  the 
representatives  of  the  nation  witha  full  confidence  that  they  will  receive  that  consideration  to  which  they 
arc  justly  entitled,  &c. 

'  Rc)<'vh-ed  hi/  tJie  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  State  of  Alabama  in  general  assembh/  convened, 
That  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress  bo  requested  to  use  their  endeavors  to  procure  the 
passage  of  a  law  embracing  tlie  objects  of  the  foregoing  memorial. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  memorial  and  resolution 
to  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress. 

Approved  January  21,  1832. 

Secret.^ry  of  State's  Office,  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama,  January  26,  1832. 
I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  memorial  is  a  true  copy  taken  from  the  original  roll  on  file  in  this 
[l.  s.]     department.     In  testimony  whereof,  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affix  the  seal  of  the  State. 

JAMES  1.  THORNTON,  Secretary  of  State. 


23d  Congress.]  No.  1124.  [1st  Session. 

AI'l'LlC.VTION  OF  MISSOURI  FOR  THE  E.STABLISHMENT  OF  A  GENERAL  SYSTEM  FOR  THE 
DISPOSITION  OP  THE  UNSURVEYED  AND  REFUSE  LANDS  IN  THE  NEW  STATES. 

communicated    to    the    senate    DECEMBER    19,    1833. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assemliled  : 

Your  memorialists,  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  respectfully  represent:  That  when 
the  pulilic  land  lying  within  the  boundary  of  this  State  was  origiiuilly  surveyed  and  brought  into  market, 
a  considerable  portion  of  said  land  was  thought  to  be  of  but  little  value,  on  account  of  its  being  either 
broken,  mountainous,  marshy,  or  so  entirely  destitute  of  timber  as  not  to  admit  of  settlement  and  cultiva- 
tion. Considerable  portions  of  such  land  were  returned  by  the  surveyors  as  not  worth  t\i2  expense  of 
surveying,  and  have  never  been  surveyed  or  brought  into  market,  but  have  remained  unappropriated,  as 
worthless  or  condemned  land.  Your  memorialists  represent,  that  althougli  the  principal  part  of  the  land 
thus  returned  is  of  an  inferior  quality,  yet  there  are  particular  parts  of  it  which  the  industry  and 
enterprise  of  our  citizens  might  render  valuable.     This  land,  being  unsettled  and  uncultivated,  is  a  serious 
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injury  anil    inconvcnic.icc    t.i    tln'    n.'i-hl.criii.L;-  sd  ll.'hirnls.      Il    is   lu'lic\,M   l.v  vnnr  nicinnrialists  thai   i( 

would  pnmu.te  tlic   iliH-ri-st  uf  the    Stair   and  .uTii.Tal  -•nvcrnnicul.  mid    ..f  lli.-'lV"  .nl  Ict  srtll,. nis  jiartic- 

ularly,  to  have  tjiis  land  speedily  disposed  ol'  ..n  any  (nnis,  pn.vidcd  il  lid!  inlo  Ihe  li:,iids  nfeitiy.ens  who 
have  and  may  settle  and  icdiiee  it  to  a  state  of  eultivation.  Il'  said  laud  \n-  not  woilli  llie  expense  of 
survejnno-,  there  ean  lie  no  ol.jrr-t  lor  the  --eueral  jj,-oveninieut  l.i  retain  il.  Vonr  Tiieuiorialisis  believe 
that  many  individuals  would  he  -dad  to  ol.taiu  grants  of  small  portions  of  the  land  that  is  Ihus  .situaleil, 
for  the  purpose  of  opening-  farms  and  olitaining  a  home  fir  themselves  and  their  families.  The  genera! 
g-ovornmeut  may  thus  confer  a  lasting  and  substantial  favor  on  many  industrious  citizens,  and  luouiMlr 
the  public  good,  without  drawing  one  dollar  from  the  national  treasury,  or  in  the  least  diminishing  tin- 
resources  of  the  country.  They  then-fore  ]u-ay  that  fiiugress  may  pass  a  law  authorizing  anv  indivTdual 
to  acquire  a  title  to  any  portion,  not  exceeding  one'  ipuirter  section,  of  the  land  thus  situated:  provided 
he  will  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed  and  marked  at  his  own  e.\])ense,  and  settle  ami  cultivate  thr  same. 
A  copy  and  plat  of  tlie  survey  should  be  tiled  and  entered  with  the  register  of  the  land  dislrict  in  whicli 
the  tract  is  situated.  If  this  jilaii  should  not  be  considored  [iropi'r.  your  memorialists  would  suggest  that 
all  such  land  should  be  conveyed  to  the  State  of  Missouri;  or  if  thr  g.ivernmenl  should  not  be  dls'poscd  to 
dispose  of  them  gratuitou.sly,  that  tin-  same  should  bo  speedily  surveyed  and  brouglil  into  market  at 
prices  proportionate  to  the  quality  of  the  hind.  Although  your  memorialists  feei  more  particnl.-irly 
interested  in  the  disposal  of  that  portion  of  the  public  land  lying  within  this  State,  yet,  as  tlioro  is  land 
similarly  situated  in  other  States,  they  reiiuest  that  any  law  that  may  pass  on  the  subject  shall  be  general. 
Apin-o-\ed  January  2,  ls3o. 

State  of  ilissorp.!: 

The  foregoing  is  a  correct  copy  of  tlie  original  now  on  file  in  the  olTice  of  the  secretary  of  state.  State 
aforesaid. 

In   testimony  whereof,   I   have   hereunto  set    my  hand   and   allixed   my   (ifficial   seal   the    loth  day  of 
r     ,  -,   Xovember,  A.  D.  1833. 
'  ^'  ''■-'  JOHN  C.  EI)A\'AnDS,  Scc>rtar;j  nf  Stair. 


23d  Coxgress.]  No.    1125.  [1st  Session. 

OX    CLAni    TO    LAXl)    IX    I  X  I»  I  .\  X  A  . 

C0MMi"xie.n'En  to  the  house  of  representatives  nECEMia'u  10,  1833. 

]\[r.  KixxARn,  from  the  t'oniinittee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  wlnim  was  referred  the  petition  of  Archibald 

Small,  reported: 

That  the  pietitioner,  on  tin'  2sih  day  of  May,  18lil,  jmrchased  at  the  hind  oHice  at  Indianapolis,  in  tlie 
State  of  Indiana,  the  west  half  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  33,  in  township  13  north,  of  range  5  east, 
through  a  mistake;  that  he  intended  to  have  i-ntereil  thi:  west  lialf  of  tin-  southeast  ([uarter  of  the  same 
section;  that,  in  consequence  ol'  his  not  being  able  to  read,  In'  did  not  detect  his  error  until  Marcli  last,  1833, 
at  a  period  too  remote  for  him  to  got  relief  by  virtue  of  the  acts  of  Congress  \vhieh  authorize  the  correction 
of  errors  of  the  like  kind.  The  iirayer  of  the  petitioner  is  to  change  his  entry  from  the  west  half  of  the 
southwest  quarter  to  the  west  half  of  the  southeast  rjuarter  of  section  33,  in  township  X'o.  13  north,  of 
range  5  east  There  is  sufficient  before  the  committee  to  slniw  that  the  entry  was  made  through  mistake, 
and  that  the  petitioner  is  entitled  to  relief;   and  for  that  piurpose  report  a  bilh 


23n  Coxgress.  i  No.    1126.  [1st  Ses.siox. 


APPLICATION  OF  ALABAMA  FOR   RELIEF  TO  PURCHASERS  OF  LAND  IX  THAT  STATE  IN 

THE  A'EARS  1818  AND  1819. 

C0MMUXIC.\TED    to    the    SEXATE    DECEMBER    23,     1833. 

To  tlie  Senate  and  House  of  Beprescntalires  of  the  United  Slates  of  America  in  Congress  assendiled: 

A>iur  memorialists  would  respectfully  represent  to  your  honorable  bodies  that  many  of  the  earliest  and 
most  worthy  and  valuable  citizens  of  the  State  of  Alabama  became  purchasers  of  lands  from  the  United 
States  in  the  years  1818  and  1819  at  the  extravagant  jn-ices  at  which  they  were  then  selling,  and  made 
settlements  thereupon.  It  is  a  part  of  the  history  of  this  State  that  at  that  time  cotton,  the  staple  com- 
modity of  the  country,  was  selling  at  a  most  extravagant  price,  thereby  imparting  an  unreasonalile  and 
unusual  value  to  all  other  property.  Therefore,  the  p^urchases  of  laud  maile  under  such  circumstances,  a 
jirico  greatly  exceeding  their  real  value  was  in  most  if  not  iu  every  instance  given  for  them;  shortly, 
however,  cotton  f-11  in  its  iirice,  and  produced  a  corresponding  depreciation  in  the  value  of  all  other  prop- 
erty.    So  great  and  destructive  was  this  state  of  things  that  Congress,  at  its  session  in  the  year  1820, 
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23ri  CiiNORESs.]  No.   1127.  [1st  Session. 


7VI'PL1CATI0N  OF  MISSOURI  TO  EXCHANGE  HER  SCHOOL  LANDS  WHEN  VALUELESS. 

COMMDNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    DECEMBER    23,     1833. 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  : 

Tlie  memorial  of  the  general  assoiiiby  of  the  State  of  Missouri  respectfully  represents  to  your  hon- 
orable body  that,  ag-reeably  to  the  act  of  March  6,  1820,  Congress  granted  to  this  State  section  numbered 
16  in  every  townsliip,  for  the  use  of  the  inliabitants  of  such  township,  for  the  use  of  schools;  and  inasmucli 
as  it  frequently  is  tiie  case  that  said  section  is  of  no  value,  the  general  assembly  will  represent  to  Con- 
gress the  justice  and  propriety  of  a  law  being  passed  granting  the  inhabitants  of  such  township  the 
privilege  of  selecting  one  section  of  land  in  quarter  or  half-quarter  sections,  as  they  may  deem  proper, 
out  of  any  unappropriated  land  in  their  respective  land  districts,  by  relinquishing  their  right  to  said 
sixteenth  section  to  the  register  of  the  land  office  of  the  district  wherein  said  land  may  lie  to  said  sec- 
tion; and  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

Approved  January  16,  1828. 

St.\te  of  Missouri: 

The  foregoing  i.s  a  correct  copy  of  the  original  now  on  file  in  the  office  of  secretary  of  state.  State 
aforesaid. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  herennto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  my  official  seal  the  15th  day  of 
[u  s.]     November,  A.  D.  1833. 

JOHN  C.  EDWARDS,  Secretary  of  State. 


passed  a  law  for  the  relief  of  land  purchasers,  and  allowing  them  the  privilege  of  relinquishing   a  part,  | 

and  applying  the  payments  made  thereon  to  other  parts  retained,  and  of  paying   the   residue  of  the   pur-  j 
chase  money  at  a  discount  of  thirty-seven  and  a  half  per  cent.,  or  to  take  a  further  credit  of  six  or  eight 
years,  (without  interest,)  according  to  the  instalments  jniid.     Believing  that  the  terms  offered  by  this  act 

of  Congress  were  the  best  that  would  ever  be  propo.sed,  the   class  of  purchasers  to  which  your  memo-  ] 

rialists  allude,  feeling  the  great  importance  of  securing  homes  for  their  families,  paid  the  whole  price  of  I 

the  lands  retained,  eUlier  by  relinquishiueut  or  in  casii  at  the  discount.     Since  that  time,  however.  Con-  1 

f-ress  has  from  time  to  time  extended  relief  to  those  who  took  further  credit,  until  the  cession  of  1829  and  | 

1830,  wiien  a  law  passed  giving  to  those  who  had  paid  the   amount  of  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  | 

acre  a  patent  for  their  lands  without  further  payment,  and  to  those  who  had  paid  this  amount   the   privi-  ] 

lege  of  paying  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents,  or  less,  in  addition  to  what  they  had  formerly  paid,  and  , 
receiving  a  patent  for  their  lands.     The  first  class  of  persons  thus  relieved  was  composed  of  those  who 
purchased  lands  at  the  price  of  fourteen  dollars  or  upwards,  and  the  second,  of  those  who  purchased  at  a 

less  price.     Another  class. of  purchasers,  who  had  only  paid   one-twentieth  part  of  the   purchase   monej',  I 

and  permitted  their  lands  to  revert,  W(;rc  relieved  bj'  granting  them  scrip  to  the  amount  they  had  paid.  i 

Thus  it  is  shown  to  your  honorable  bodies  that  all  other  classes  of  laud  purchasers,  except  those  who  were  i 

most  prompt  in  paying  their  money  into  the  public  treasury,  have  been  relieved;  and  your  memorialists  I 
are  entirely  unable  to  see  any  justice  in  making  this  difference  to  the  prejudice  of  those  who  had  been 

most   prompt  in  payment.     And  nothing  is  more   common  than  to  see  persons  residing  in  the  same  i 

neighborhood,  and,  in  fact,  adjoining  each  other,  with  only  an  imaginary  line  between  them,  occup3'ing  I 

lands  of  equal  value,  which  were  bid  off  at  the  same  price  at  the  sales,  one  of  whom  has  paid  twenty  i 

dollars  per  acre  for  his  land,  and  the  otlier  only  five;  and  so  in  proportion  to  the  various  prices  at  which  I 

the  land  sold.     Such  inequality  is  diametrically  opposed  to  those  principles  of  equal  justice  which  should  I 

constitute  the  foundation  of  all  legislation.  | 

Your  memorialists  conceive  it  to  be  the   duty  of  all  governments,  and  particularly  our  own,  so  to  j 

legislate  that  equal  rights  and  equal  privileges  may  be  estaldished  and  preserved  among  its  citizens,  and  ; 

to  hold  out  every  inducement  to  punctuality  and  good  faith.     Your  memorialists  cannot  believe  that  the  | 

inequality  in  the  law  to  which  they  have  alluded  was  designed  by  Congress,  but  that  it  was  the  result  of  I 

inadvertence;  for  your  honorable  bodies  are  not  unapprised  that  the  citizens  alluded  to  are  as  valuable  as  1 

those  who  have  been  relieved,  and  according  to  the  revenue  laws  of  this  State  have  been  compelled  for  | 
years  to  pay  a  larger  amount  of  taxes  than  those  who  had  only  paid  a  small  portion  of  the  purchase 
money  on  their  lauds. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  pray  that  a  law  may  be  passed  placing  this  class  of  purchasers  upon  an  i 

equal  footing  with  others  who  have  received  such  ample  and  generous  relief;  and  that  the  treasury  may  1 

not  be  burdened  by  having  to  refund  this  money,  your  memorialists  will  be  satisfied  for  this  class  of  pur-  | 
chasers  to  be  placed  upon  the  same  footing  with  those  who  permitted  the  lands  they  had  purchased  to 
revert  to  the  government,  by  granting  them  scrip,  receivable  in  payment  for  other  lands  which  may  here- 
after be  sold  by  the  government;  and  in  extending  the  benefits  asked  for  by  j'our  memorialists,  will,  as 
in  duty  bound,  ever  pray,  &c. 

Jiesolved,  That  our  senators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  our  representatives  be  requested,  to  use  , 

every  exertion  in  their  power  to  carry  the  foregoing  measures  in  the   memorial  into  eflect,  and  that  his  , 

excellency  be  requested  to  furnish  each  of  our  delegation  in  Congress  with  a  copy  of  the  same.  J 

SAMUEL  W.  OLIVER,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  I 

JOHN  ERAVIN,  President  of  the  Senate.  1 

Approved  December  2,  1833.  ' 

JOHN  GAYLE. 
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23d    Oon-i^ress]  No     1128.  [1st  Skssh.n 

APPLICATION    OF    ARKANSAS   FOR   THE    RIOIIT    OF   ASSIGNEES    OF    ^FILITAIIY   BOT'NTY 
LANDS  TO  FLOAT  THEIR  CLAIMS  AND  LOCATE  OTHER  LANDS. 

COMMl'XICATED    T(l    THE    HOUSE    OF    KEl'UESEXTATIVES    IlECEMKEIt    23,    1S33. 

To  the  Sciiale  and  House  of  nrprcsi-nlaiivex  of  tin'  Unilril  Slatfs  of  Amrrirn.  in  C'ojK/rcs.s-  nsNc/o/z/iv/,-      , 

The  memorial  of  the  yeuenil  assembly  ol'  the  Tei-rilury  of  Arkansas  lespectlull y  reiirescnls:  'I'hat  a 
large  portion  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  eomiirising-  the  eoimtry  IhIu  icn  Ark:ii"is;is  and  St.  I'lanris 
rivers,  has  been  surveyed  and  apiiropriated,  for  tiie  satisfaction  o"f  niiblary  hind  warrants  ,-ianlcd  lor 
services  during  tlic  late  war.  ^Vitllin  the  limits  aliovi'  designated  then>  is  a  considerable  7|iianlitv  of 
poor  land  unfit  for  cultivation,  and  with  such  a  great  nnndier  of  Iho  waiiants  were  safisliod.  \\  iih  .i 
view  to  benefit  the  soldier,  the  government  has,  Iimiii  lime  to  time,  passed  arts  |je)  mill  ing  Ihe  oii^j-inal 
patentees  to  relinquish  their  lands  when  found  to  be  unlit  fir  cnltivaiion,  and  to  locale  otiiers  in  lieu 
thereof.  Still,  the  requirements  of  those  acts  were  surli  as  to  lender  them  of  but  litljo  ad\aid;ige  to  the 
soldier.  The  location  of  the  bounty  land  district  within  tlie  limits  of  Arkansas  has  been  a,  serious  di.s- 
advautage  to  the  settlement  and  improvement  of  the  country.  The  reasons  are  obvious  wliy  this  is  tlic 
case.  The  soldiers  were  mostly  drawn  from  the  eastern  States,'  and  Imt  few  o['  them  were  able  io  encounter 
a  journey  to  tlie  far  west  to  examine  the  land  fir  which  they  had  so  bravely  fought.  Those  who  wircv 
able  were  generally  better  situated  than  they  would  pi.issibly  lie  by  a  removal  to  a  eouutiy  aliout  which 
they  knew  but  little,  and  that  little  was  sufficient  to  deter  even  the  most  ihuing  and  (■nteii'nising.  Tliey 
knew  well  the  fact  that  their  lands  were  located  iu  a  w-ilderness  country,  and  to  most  of  them,  jiarticularly 
those  who  had  wives  aid  children,  the  privations  and  hardships  of  forming  a  settlement  so  far  r('iiiote 
from  civilized  society  was  truly  appalling.  The  i'f:w  who  made  the  attempt  succeeded  but  indifferently, 
and  many  of  them  found  their  land  to  be  poor  and  entirely  useless.  From  these  circumstances  this  sec- 
tion of  country  has  remained  unsettled;  and  with  a  view  to  counteract  these  circumstances,  so  disailvan- 
tageous  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Territory,  the  act  of  (Jongress  was  jiassed  giving  to  the  Territory  the 
power  to  levy  a  tax  upon  those  lands.  This  act,  designed,  as  it  uni[uestiouably  was,  for  the  benelit  of  the 
Territory,  has  had  rather  a  deleterious  tendency,  because,  under  the  power  granted,  the  legislaturi^  of  the 
Territory  passed  an  act  for  the  sale  of  such  lands  as  were  subject  to  taxation,  and  upon  which  the  taxes 
were  not  paid.  In  accordance  with  and  bj'  authoritj'  of  this  act  a  great  many  of  those  lands  have  been 
sold  for  the  non-payment  of  taxes.  Tax  titles  in  all  countries  are  IooIci.mI  upon  witli  suspicion,  audit 
rarely  or  never  happens  that  any  considerable  improvements  are  made  on  lauds  so  situated.  From  this 
detail  of  the  situation  of  the  country  it  is  certainly  manifest  that  the  military  land  district  has  been 
and  still  continues  to  be  injurious  to  the  settlement  of  the  Territory.  If  a  doubt  existed  as  to  the  truth 
of  this  position,  the  fact  that  nearly  every  other  jiortion  of  the  Territory  is  rapidly  advancing  in  popula- 
tion while  the  military  land  district  receives  scarcely  anj^  accession  to  its  population  ought  to  strike  to 
the  mind  of  even  the  most  sceptical.  Your  memorialists  cannot  believe  that  it  is  the  wish  of  an  enlightened 
national  legislature  to  continue  any  longer  this  incubus  upon  the  Territory.  In  reflecting  upon  this 
subject,  it  appears  to  your  memorialists  that  there  is  but  one  mode  by  which  relief  can  be  afforded.  An 
act  giving  to  every  legal  assignee  or  representative  of  the  original  patentee  the  right  to  relinquish  land 
unfit  for  cultivation,  on  payment  of  all  taxes  and  arrearages  of  taxes  due  on  said  lands,  and  to  re-locate 
any  other  unimproved  lands  in  said  military  district  in  lieu  thereof,  would  immediately  throw  into  the 
territorial  treasury  a  large  amount  of  revenue,  and  entirely  destroy  the  tax  title,  because  then  it  would 
be  an  object  worthj'  the  attention  of  the  assignees  and  the  original  jiatentees,  and  they  would  redeem  the 
lands  which  had  been  sold  for  taxes  and  which  had  been  purchased  by  tlie  Territory,  for  want  of  bidders. 
Of  this  class  there  are  several  thousands.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  a  large  number  of  the  soldiers  of 
the  late  war  yet  own  their  land,  and  tlie  passage  of  such  an  act  would  enable  them  to  sell  their  lands, 
and  thereby  receive  a  remuneration  for  the  dangers  and  the  privations  which  they  have  undergone  to 
maintain  the  reputation  and  liberty  of  their  country.  Such  a  law  would  aild  a  new  impetus  to  emigration, 
and  enable  Arkansas,  at  a  period  not  far  distant,  to  gain  admittance  into  tin.'  Union,  and  assume  a  proud 
rank  among  independent  States.  Taking  a  more  enlarged  view  of  this  subject,  it  appears  to  your  memo- 
rialists that  the  public  lauds,  since  the  payment  of  tln'  [uiblic  debt,  cannot  be  better  appropriated  than 
by  applying  them  to  the  discharge  of  an  obligation  wliicii  that  government  created,  and  which  they  are 
bound  honorably  to  satisfy.  The  soldier  who  enlisted  in  the  late  war  did  not  believe,  upon  taking  the 
bounty,  that  the  promise  of  the  government  would  be  obliterated  by  giving  him  a  title  to  land  situated 
in  a  desert,  wild  and  incomparatively  poor  and  sterile.  It  matters  not,  in  the  oiiinion  of  your  inemorialists, 
as  respects  the  obligation  of  the  government,  whether  or  not  the  soldier  has  transferred  his  right.  If,  in 
making  his  transfer,  he  received  but  little  for  his  land,  it  was  owing  to  its  situation  and  its  sterility. 
His  transfer  carried  with  it  all  his  right,  and  if  he  was  entitled  to  good  land,  no  tenable  argument  can 
be  used  why  his  assignee  should  not  be. 

With  these  suggestions,  your  ineiiKirialists  submit  this  subject  to  the  consideration  (jf  your  honorable 
body,  believing  that  their  justness  is  suEScieiitly  manifest  to  elicit  its  interposition. 

And  yiiur  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

JOHN  AVILSON,  Spi'alvr  of  the  Ilouse  of  Hrpir^rntotirrs. 
JOHN  WILLIAMSON,  Pfcsidirnl  of  llic  Legislative  Coaneil 

Approved  November  2,  1833. 

JOHN   POPE. 
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No.    1129.  [1st  Session. 


APl'LICVTION  OF  TUP]  STATE  OF  ARKANSAS  FOR  A  REDUCTION  OF  THE  PRICE  OF  THE 
PUBLIC  LANDS,  AND  FOR  A  GRANT  OF  CERTAIN  LANDS  FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE  GEN- 
ERAL ASSEMBLY. 

CllMMUNTCATED  TO  THE  nOUSE   OF  RErRESEXTATIVES  DECEMBER   23,    1833. 

To  the  Senate  and  HoUfte  of  Representatives  of  Hie  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assemtjled : 

We,  the  geiioral  assembly'  uf  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  your  memorialists,  beg  leave  to  represent 
to  your  honorable  bodies  that  the  growtli  and  prosperity  of  our  feelile  portion  of  the  republic  is  greatly 
and  grievously  retarded  by  the  present  high  price  of  the  public  lands,  and  that  many  and  cogent  reasons 
induce  us  to  a'sk  for  a  reduction  in  their  value  to  such  price  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
surveving  the  same.  We  would  urge  it  upon  your  consideration  tliat  the  people  whom  we  represent  do 
not,  in  e'flect,  \vliile  under  a  territorial  government,  enjoy  those  full  rights  or  stand  upon  that  broad 
footing  of  equality  which  is  the  basis  of  our  Constitution,  and  which  equality  every  freeman  should  wear 
upon  his  breast  as  his  motto.  To  present  to  you  the  vast  disadvantages  of  our  present  condition  is  not 
our  purpose  in  this  memorial;  but,  looking  upon  it  sorrowfully,  as  we  do,  we  cannot  but  say  that  we 
regard  witli  dislike  and  aversion  everything  which  tends  to  hold  us  in  it,  or  to  hinder  and  retard  the 
increase  of  our  population.  Bt'sides  this,  we,  above  all  other  parts  of  the  republic,  are  exposed  to  the 
hordes  of  savages  upon  the  frontiers,  and  our  population  is  thinnest  where  brave  men  are  most  needed. 
On  the  one  side  we  have  the  unprincipled  and  discontented  Mexican,  and  on  the  other  the  wild  Indian  of 
the  prairie  and  the  revengeful  tribes  which  are  every  day  gathering  upon  our  border.  A  few  troops, 
brave  though  they  may  be,  can  afford  but  small  defence  to  our  country,  wide  as  it  is  in  extent  and  thinly 
jieopled.  it  is  (udy  by  the  increase  of  tlie  population,  by  the  hardy  pioneer  of  the  forest,  that  the  savage 
can  be  overawed  and  "our  peace  and  safety  insured.  To  encourage  emigration,  we  would  humbly  say,  is 
the  only  true  policy  which  you  can  pursue;  to  lower  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  the  only  means  by 
which  emigration  can  be  enciniraged  and  increaso'd.  Few,  very  few,  men  in  a  new  country  can,  without 
distressing  themselves,  obtain  money  wherewith  to  purchase  a  tract  of  land  at  the  present  price,  and  it 
argues  the  most  lamentable  ignorance  of  our  condition  to  say  that  he  who  cannot  is  not  lit  for  a  citizen. 
We  would  likewise  represent  that  much  of  the  good  land  in  this  Territory  has  been  taken  up  by  Spanisii 
confirmations  and  claims  of  various  kinds.  Thus  almost  the  only  lands  which  we  have  remaining  to  us 
are  thcise  of  an  inferior  quality  and  of  less  value,  and,  in  a  particular  manner,  those  which  are  more 
immediately  upon  the  frontier.     This,  also,  at  the  present  price  of  the  lands,  tends  to  prevent  emigration. 

We  would  likewise  humbly  say  that  throughout  the  west  there  is  growing  a  feeling  of  dislike  to 
the  older  States,  ftjunded  principally  upon  the  obstinacy  displayed  in  keeping  up  the  price  of  the  public 
lands,  and  we  would  ask  whether  such  feelings  should  be  fostered  or  even  permitted  to  exist  without 
some  most  powerful  and  urgent  reason.  It  is  conceived  to  be  unjust  as  well  as  unnecessary  to  hold 
the  lands  at  their  present  price,  since  the  public  debt  may  now  be  considered  as  liquidated,  and  since 
we  are  in  possession  of  an  abundant  revenue.  Nay,  the  revenue  will,  in  our  opinion,  be  increased  by 
a  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  lands,  through  the  increasing  emigration  which  will  follow  thereupon. 

We  would  likewise  humbly  represent  that  large  tracts  of  country  in  this  Territory  have  been 
returned  unfit  for  survey,  and  that  though  they  are  so  in  truth,  still  they  contain  some  detached  portions 
of  good  land.  We  therefore  pray  j'ou  to  place  these  portions  of  country  in  the  hands  of  the  general 
assembly  of  this  Territory,  for  their  disposal  in  such  manner  and  at  such  prices  as  to  them  may  seem 
proper,  inasmuch  as  this  will  in  no  way  injure  the  revenue,  and  will  tend  greatly  to  the  advancement 
and  growth  of  the  Territory. 

For  the  sake  of  becoming  equal  citizens  of  this  great  republic;  for  the  sake  of  increasing  a  power 
and  influence  in  ourselves  which  shall  always  be  applied  to  the  defence  of  the  Union;  for  the  sake  of 
defending  ourselves  from  the  fury  of  the  merciless  savage;  and  lastly,  for  the  sake  of  removing  prejudice 
and  ill-will  from  tlie  minds  of  the  whole  west,  and  of  keeping  untarnished  the  legacy  of  our  fathers  and 
the  star  of  the  Constitution,  we  beseech  you  to  consider  and  grant  our  petition.  And  we,  your  memo- 
rialists, as  in  dutv  bound,  will  ever  jiray,  &c. 

JOHN  WlLSOyi.SpeaLrroftheHouseofEejjresentatives. 
JOHN  WILLIAMSON,  President  of  the  Legislative  Council. 

Approved  November  1,  1833. 

JOHN  POPE. 


23d    Coxgress.]  No.    1130.  [IsT  Session. 

APPLICATION  OF  MISSOURI  TH.VT  THE  REGISTERS  OF  THE  LAND  OFFICES  BE  DIRECTED 
TO  TRANSCRIBE  THE    FIELD-NOTES  ON  THE  BACK  OF  THE  PATENTS. 

COMMU.N'ICATED    TO    THE    SE.N.WE    DECEMBER    24,    1833. 

To  tlie  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assemUtd: 

Y(_)ur  memorialists,  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  would  most  respectfully  represent: 
Thai,  under  the  present  regulation  of  the  Land  Office  department  of  the  United  States,  patents  issue  to  the 
puiclKisrrs  uf  lands,  and  it  devolves  on  those  purchasers  to  procure,  at  their  own  expense,  from  the  register 


1833.]  CLAIM    TO    LAND   IN    INDIANA.  039 


of  the  particular  lau.l  district,  the  ticld-ii.  .trs  a|iiicr1aiiiiii,u'  I,,  such  parcel  nf  land  so  liv  liliii  imrcliascd  (,| 
the  g-nvcniiiicnt  nf  Ihc  I'liitcd  States.  Yciur  iiic rialists  will  liirllirr  i-cprcsi'iil  llial.  Ilii'v  canii..!  discrimi- 
nate l>ct\veeii  tlic  duty  dcv(ilvini>- on  a,  gnvenmiciil  upon  a  sali'  ol'  its  properly  and  oi'  an  indi\  idnal  in 
making-  a  sale  uf  his.  In  the  latter  tlie  individnal  all'ords,  al  his  own  expense,  a  complele  description  of 
the  land  by  him  sold.  Your  nicmnrialists  \v(juld,  tlun-eliac,  most  respecll'ull v  renucsl  (if  in  voui-  wisdom 
it  shall  seem  meet)  the  passage  of  a  law  making  it  the  chily  of  the  register  of  the  pa'rlicnlar  land 
districts   where   land  may  be  entered  to  furnish  to   tlie   patentee  Or  pini-liasi>r  of  land  a  copy  of  the  lield- 

iiotes,  to  be  by  said  register   indorsed   in  a  fair  hand  on  tlie  back  of  eac-h  patent,  \'vi f  expense  to  such 

purclurser;  and,  as  in  duty  bottnd,  your  [)etitiun(_'rs  will  [iray,  \-c. 

Bcsolced  by  lIic  general  afsembltj  of  Ihe  Slate  of  JIi^.-<oiiri.  That  tlie  seci-elary  of  state  is  hercdiy  reipiired 
to  forward  to  each  of  our  senators  and   represeiitatiye  in  Congress  a  copy  of'lhe  aboye  memorial. 

A]iproyed  February  11,  1833. 

St.\te  of  Missoi'iti  : 

The  within  memorial  is  a,  correct  copy  of  tlic  original  now  on  fdc  in  the  office  (jf  the  secretary  (.f 
state  State  aforesaid. 

Ill   testimony  whereof,   I    haye   hereunto   set    my  hand  ami   alTLxed   my  (jllicial    seal    the    l.Mli    day  of 
r        n   November,  A.  1).  1833. 
^^"  ^'J  JOHN  C.  EDW.VUDS,  Sc<-reUinj  ,f  Sali: 


23i)  C(i.\(iHESs.l  No.    1131.  [1st  Session. 

OX  THE  APPLICATION  OF  MISSOUPI  FOR  A  GKANT  OF  CEKT.UX  L.VNDS  TO  THAT  STATE. 

COM.MUXICATEIl   To    TIIK    SEN.\TE    hecemher    24,   1833. 

.  PoiNDK.XTEr.,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  legisla 
ture  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  praying  Congress  to  grant  the  saiil  State  certain  portions  of  the  jmblic 
land  within  the  same,  which  the  memorialists  state  have  not  yet  been  siirveyeil  and  brought  into 
market  for  reasons  set  forth  in  their  memorial,  reported: 

That  the  policy  of  ceding'  to  the  several  States  within  which  the  [)ublie  lands  are  situated  sncli  por- 
tion of  said  lands  as  may  Iiave  been  oflered  at  jirix-ate  sale,  and  remained  unsold  for  a  number  of  years, 
has  been  often  heretofore  brought  under  the  consideration  of  b(jth  houses  of  Con.gress.  The  same  pu-opo- 
sition  has,  in  substance,  been  recommended  in  the  message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  delivereil 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session,  ami  will  doulitless  be  acted  on  finally  before  its  close. 

Your  committee,  without  oflering-  any  opinion  upon  ihe  expediency  of  such  cessions  of  the  unsold 
public  lands  to  the  new  States,  deem  it  premature  ami  improiier  to  make  any  partial  provision  in  favor  of 
any  one  State  on  this  subject  until  the  general  question  shall  be  taken  up  and  decided  bj'  Congress. 
Y'our  committee  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

/ic.s'o/ (.■('(/,  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


23d    Conokess.]  No-    1132.  [IstSessiox, 

ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    INDIANA. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  nEI'P.ESENT.ATIVES  DECEMBER  24:,    1833. 

Mr.  Casey,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land   Claims,  to  whom  was  referred   the  petition  of  Ilicliard 

Nance,  reported: 

That  the  petiti.iner  in  June,  1833,  purchased  of  the  United  States,  at  private  sale,  the  northwest 
quarter  of  secti.,,,  5,  township  18  north,  of  range  4  east,  containing  fifty-seven  acres  and  ninety-two 
hundredths  of  the  hinds  offered  for  sale  at  Lidianapolis;  and,  m  consequence  ot  a  mistake  oi  the  register 
at  said  olHce  the  patent  has  issued  to  Richard  Vance  instead  of  tlie  petitioner.  Ihe  tacts  set  forth  in 
the  petition  'are  fully  sustained  by  the  certificate  of  the  register  at  Indianapolis.  Theretore,  your  com- 
mittee report  a  bill  aiitliori/.ing  the  mistake  to  be  corrected. 


640  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  1134. 


23d  Congress.]  !N"o.    1133  [1st  Sessiox. 

ON    A    FURTIIEU    GRANT    OF    SCHOOL    LANDS   IN    OHIO. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    DECEMBER    24,     1833. 

Mr.  Ci.AY,  from  the  Committeo  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  27th  of 
Decomber  last,  concerning-  a  further  grant  of  land  for  the  support  of  schools  in  the  Connecticut  wes- 
tern reserve,  in  the  State  nf  Ohio,  reported: 

Tiiat,  by  reference  to  the  compact  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Ohio,  entered  into  at 
the  time  of  "the  admission  of  tliat  State  into  the  Union,  the  committee  find  it  was  agreed  that  the  United 
States  should  cede  to  the  State  of  Oliio,  for  the  support  of  schools,  a  quantity  of  land  equal  to  one  thirtj'- 
si.xtii  part  of  the  lands  within  said  State  to  whicli  the  Indian  title  had  been  then  extinguished;  and  also 
that  a  like  proportion  should  be  granted  f  )r  tlie  residue  upon  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title.  At 
that  time  tlie  Indian  title  had  been  extinguished  to  that  part  only  of  the  Connecticut  western  reserve 
wliich  lies  east  of  the  Cuyahoga  river,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  appropriation  of  land  then  made  was 
made  with  reference  to  the  part  of  the  reserve  to  whicli  the  Indian  title  was  then  extinct;  leaving  the 
resiilue  to  be  provided  for  when  the  aboriginal  title  should  be  extinguished.  The  Indian  title  to  tlie 
residue  was  extinguished  many  years  since,  but  no  provision  for  the  support  of  schools  has  yet  been 
made.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  spirit  of  the  compact  and  the  reason  of  the  case  require 
that  this  tract  of  country  should  be  placed  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  rest  of  tlie  State  of  Ohio,  and, 
indeed,  of  all  the  western  States,  in  tlic  provision  that  has  been  made  for  the  support  of  schools. 


23n  Congress.]  No.   1134.  [1st  Session. 

ON    THE  APPLICATION  OF    CERTAIN  STATES   FOR  A  REDUCTION   AND    GRADUATION  OF 

THE  PRICE  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENT.\TIVES   DECEMBER  2T,    1833. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  were  referred  memorials  from 
the  legislatures  of  the  States  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  iMissouri,  and  Alabama,  asking  a  reduction  and 
graduation  of  the  price  of  that  portion  of  the  public  lands  which  has  been  offered  at  public  sale  and 
remains  unsold,  and  also  sundry  resolutions  of  the  House  instructing  them  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  such  a  measure,  reported: 

That  thej'  have  given  to  the  subject  the  attention  and  deliberation  which  seemed  to  be  demanded  by 
its  nature  and  importance.  Whether  considered  in  reference  to  the  interest  of  the  general  government, 
the  harmony  of  the  Union,  or  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  new  States  which  embrace  the  public 
lands,  the  question  involved  is  one  of  more  than  ordinary  magnitude.  The  committee  have  felt  it  their 
duty  to  look  into  the  origin  of  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  public  domain,  the  better  to  compre- 
hend the  motives  and  inducements  to  the  various  cessions  which  were  made  by  the  States  having  claims 
to  western  lands,  and  the  obligations  incurred  by  tlie  general  government  under  those  compacts.  It  is 
from  this  source  that  the  title  of  the  United  States  to  much  the  larger  portion  of  the  public  lands  is 
derived. 

The  inducements  to  cessions  held  out  by  Congress  to  those  States  having  western  territory,  were  to 
aid  in  supplying-  the  means  of  extinguishing-  the  national  debt  created  by  the  war  of  the  revolution,  and 
"to  promote  the  harmony  of  the  Union"  and  "the  stability  of  the  general  confederacy."  On  the  one 
hand  it  seems  to  have  been  considered  not  only  desirable  to  obtain  the  means  of  pa^'inent,  but  to  gain  the 
ciinfidence  of  the  public  creditors  by  appearing  to  possess  them.  On  the  other,  it  was  no  less  important 
to  the  harmony  of  the  Union  to  suppress  controversies  as  to  territorial  claims  among  the  States,  to 
prevent  too  great  inequality  of  size  of  the  different  States,  and  to  keep  down  the  jeahmsy  which  would 
have  been  inseparable  from  such  disparity-. 

The  ))ublic  debt  no  longer  presents  anj'  obstacle  to  tlie  exercise  of  such  policy  as  may,  in  other 
respects,  be  compatible  with  the  terms  of  the  compacts,  Before  any  measure  pruducing  an  important 
change  can  be  carried  into  operation,  it  will  have  been  entirely  extinguished. 

It  appear.s,  by  the  terms  and  conditions  on  which  the  several  States  owning  western  lands  ceded  tlie 
same,  that  one  if  not  the  chief  consideration  was  the  formation  and  establishment  of  new  States,  to  be 
admitted  into  the  Union  with  equal  rights  and  sovereignty.  In  the  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  Vir- 
ginia, authorizing  the  transfer  and  conveyance  of  her  extensive  domain  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  the 
Jii:4,  and  doubtless  the  leading,  inducement  is  expressed  to  be  "  upon  condition  that  the  territory  so  ceded 
shall  be  laid  out  and  formed  into  States  containing  a  suitable  extent,"  &c.,  "  and  that  the  States  so  formed 
shall  be  distinct  republican  States,  and  admitted  members  of  the  federal  Union,  having  the  ^me  rights  of 
sovcrcignfy,  freedom,  and  independence,  as  the  other  States." 

In  like  manner.  North  Carolina  expressly  stipulated  in  her  act  of  cession  "that  the  territory  so  ceded 
shall  be  laid  nut  and  formed  into  a  State  or  States,  containing  a  suitable  extent  of  territory,"  &c. 

Georgia,  in  her  articles  of  agreement  and  cession,  is  not  less  careful  in  exacting,  as  a  condition  of 
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luu-  g-raut,  "that    tlic  ten-ilory  llnis    vr,\vd  shall  i\<vn,    a  Stale,  aii,l  h,-   a.lnnllc.l  as  su.:h    iiili,  Ih.^  liii,,],  (,< 
i<ooii  rts  if  ■•iliall  cnulaui  >:i.ii>/  Ihiiin^aiKl  iiiJialiil(nil:<,"  \c. 

And  ill  the  thinl  urth-h-  of  tlio  treaty  by  which  Louisiana  was  ar,,iiiiv.l  is  I,,  h..  r,,mi,|  ;,,  stipulal  i^.n 
on  the  part  of  the  United  Stales.  snUstantially  lo  tlie  same  rtlirl.  it  is,  that  "  tlic  iiiliahitaiits  of  ihr 
ceded  territory  shall  be  incur|ioratod  in  the  Union  ,,r  the  Init,.!  Slales,  ami  adniittcl  as  soon  as  possihlc 
accordiiis-  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjovmcnt  nf  nil  {Ur  ri-hls  advaiita^vs  and' 
inunuuities  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,"  A:c.  '    '  "       ''^    '      '"     •• 

I'ursiiaiit  to   the  terms  of  tlie  several  compacts  to  wliicli  rel'ereiice  has  I n  juiidc,  ih,.  -overnm.ail  of 

tlie  United  States  has  at  ditl'eront  periods  admitted  into  the  Union  seven  Stales,  (■<inipri'siiii;-  portions  of  the 
territory  llins  acquired.  In  every  instance,  it  is  Ixdieved,  very  small  portions  oi'  the  pnhliLriands  had  been 
previously  sold:  and  the  acts  authori/.ins'  the  adiiiis.sion  of  new  States  into  the  L'lii.jn  have  uniformlv 
imposed  certain  conditions  to  which  the  a'^a-eenient  of  the  people  inhabitiiii;-  said  States  was  indispensable 
to  entitle  them  to  such  admission.  Amony-  other  conditions,  the  conventions  of  the  respective  States 
have  been  required  to  "provide  by  an  ordinance,  irrevocable  without  the  consent  of  the  United  States 
that  the  people  inhaliiting  said  territory  do  ag-ree  and  declare  that  they  forever  .lis.daim  all  ri-dit  and' 
title  to  the  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  lyin.a,-  within  said  territory;' and  that  thi'  same  shalf  be  and 
remain  at  the  sole  and  entire  disposition  of  the  United  States;  and  moreover,  that  each  and  every  tract 
of  land  sold  by  the  United  States  (after  the  formation  of  a  constitution  by  the  particular  State)  .sliall'be 
and  remain  exempt  from  any  tax  laid  by  thi^  order  or  uinler  the  authority  of  the  State,  whether  for  State 
countj',  township,  parish,  or  any  other  |iurpose  whatever,  for  the  term  of  live  vears  iVom  and  after  tlie 
respective  days  of  the  sales  thereof,"  i^'c.  ".And  iliat  no  tax  shall  be  imposed' on  lands  the  oroiiertv  of 
the  United  States,"  &e. 

The  committee  do  not   propose  a  discussion  of  the  (juestion  whether,  in  the  lang-uage  of  some  of 
the  acts  of  cession  referred  to,  the  new  States  have  been  admitted  into  the  Union  with  "the  same  rio-hts 
of  soveivigntu,  freedom,  and   independence,  as  the  other  States;"  nor  whether  there  is  strict  propriet'v'  in 
the  declaration  to  be  found  in  all  the  acts  and  resolutions  of  Congress  for  the  admission  of  new  States 
that  they  are  "admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  Stateti,  in  all  respects  ivhatever." 

It  is  not  now,  and  we  hope  it  never  may  be,  necessary  to  inquire  how  far  the  want  of  eminent  domain 

the  power  to  dispose  of  or  tax  soil  within  her  limits  is  ciunpatiblc  with  the  "sovereignty"  of  a  State-  nor 
to  show  that  the  original  States  from  the  time  of  their  independence  and  at  the  date  of  the  several 
•-■ompacts  iiad  that  right.  The  new  States  having-,  as  a  condition  precedent  to  their  admission  into  the 
Union,  disclaimed  all  right  and  title  to  the  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  lying  within  their  limits,  and 
also  the  right  to  tax  them  while  owned  by  the  United  States  and  for  the  term  of  five  years  after  the  sale 
thereof,  if  not  absolutely' foreclosed,  would  doubtless  be  relui'tant  to  raise  the  question.  But  it  is  in  some 
instances  the  language,  in  all  the  spirit  of  the  compacts  under  which  the  pufilic  domain  was  acquired,  that 
new  States  should  be  formed  and  admitted  as  soon  as  p(jssihli\  States  cannot  be  formed  without  inliabit- 
ants.  It  would  not  then  have  been  a  compliance  cither  with  the  letter  or  spirit  of  those  ciimpacts  to 
have  fixed  so  high  a  minimum  on  the  public  lands  as  to  have  prevented  their  sale,  and,  consequently,  their 
legal  settlement;  for  if  it  had,  it  would  have  been  in  the  power  of  one  of  the  parties  to  have  defeated  the 
main  object  which  induced  the  otJier  to  enter  into  them.  It  seems  fair  to  conclude  that  the  United  States 
were  hound  to  pursue  such  a  policy  as  would  result  in  the  speedy  settlement  of  tlie  public  domain,  fixing- 
prices  bearing-  some  relation  to  the  value  lA'  lands  in  the  same  quarter  of  the  Union,  at  which  alone  they 
ciiuld  have  been  expected  to  sell. 

Nor  did  the  obligations  of  the  United  States,  as  regards  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  cease  with  the 
admission  of  the  several  States  into  the  Union.  Conceding,  on  this  occasion,  the  right  of  the  general 
government  to  exact  of  the  people  of  the  new  States  a  disclaimer  of  the  right  of  the  soil,  and  the  right  of 
taxation,  as  the  price  of  their  admission  into  the  LTnion,  it  cannot  lie  maintained  that  further  sales  of  the 
public  lands  could  rightfully  be  arrested  altogether  ;  or  (which  would  be  equivalent)  that  they  could  be 
held  at  prices  so  far  above  their  relative  value  as  not  to  sell.  What  would  be  the  difference,  in  effect, 
between  a  law  suspending  further  sales  entirely  and  one  requiring  four  or  five  times  the  value  to  be  paid  ? 
In  either  case  no  land  would  be  sold  ;  no  settlements  could  bo  made  in  conformity  with  law  ;  and  the 
growth  and  maturity  of  the  State  would  be  most  injuriously  retarded.  Such  a  policy  would  not  only 
contravene  the  spirit  of  the  several  acts  of  cession  which  have  been  adverted  t(5,  but  would  be  inconsistent 
with  the  several  compacts  between  the  general  ,g-overnineiit  and  the  new  States  on  their  admission. 
While  those  compacts  in  their  terms  restrain  the  new  States  from  interfering  with  the  primary  disjjosal  of 
soil,  or  taxing  lauds  of  the  United  States  for  the  term  of  five  3-ears  after  their  sale,  they  do  not  release  the 
United  States  from  the  duties  imposed  by  the  terms  of  cession,  and,  at  least,  implj'  an  obligation  on  the 
part  of  the  general  government  to  sell  in  a  reasonable  time.  That  cannot  be  done  except  on  reasonable  terms 
Suppose,  on  the  admission  of  any  one  of  the  new  States,  the  general  government  had  addressed  her  in  this 
language:  "  You  shall  not  extend  your  settlements  beyond  their  present  limits;  if  your  population  increase, 
it  must  be  crowded  on  lands  which  we  have  already  sold."  A\^ould  it  not  have  been  in-onounced  on  all 
hands  a  violation  of  the  compact,  and  a  most  revoltiii.g  breach  of  good  faith  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  ? 

If,  however,  the  subject  be  considered  in  reference  to  the  financial  interest  of  the  general  government 
alone,  it  is  believed  tliat'the  price  of  the  public  lands  should  be  reduced,  after  having  been  first  oflered  at 
public  sale,  and  then  remaining-  a  reasonable  time  subject  to  private  entry  at  the  present  minimum.  The 
government  of  the  United  States  is  probably  the  only  vendor,  either  of  land  or  any  other  property,  that 
holds  the  most  inferior  quality  of  any  article  at  the  same  price  with  the  best.  If  an  individual  were  to 
maintain  that  all  domestic  animals  of  a  given  species  were  of  the  same  value,  how  inconsistent  would  he 
appear  !  If  a  merchant  were  to  refuse  to  sell  krrsei/s  at  any  lower  price  than  he  could  obtain  for  superfine 
broadcloths,  his  conduct  would  certainly  be  deemed  utterly  absurd.  Yet  there  is  not  greater  absurdity 
in  either  of  these  positions  than  there  is  in  maintaining  that  land  of  ererij  quulitg  is  worth,  or  should  com- 
mand, the  .some  price. 

The  experience  of  the  last  ten  years  has  demonstrated  that  lands  of  the  greatest  fertility,  when  sold 
at  auction,  will  only  command  a  very  small  fraction  above  $1  25  per  acre.  To  prove  this  it  is  only  neces- 
sary to  refer  to  official  documents  now  on  tlie  files  of  the  House.  It  is  not  probable  that  more  than  one- 
tenth  of  the  public  domain  is  of  the  first  ipiality  ;  vet  we  refuse  to  let  the  remaining  niiie-f.'idlis  go  at  any 
lower  price. 

By  a  report  (which  is  hereto  annexed)  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  22d  of  January 
last,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House,*  it  appears  that  the  quantity  of  land  to  which  the  Indian  and 
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forei"-n  titles  had  then  been  extingiiislieil  was  301,965,600  acres.  Of  that  quantity  there  had,  on  the  31st 
of  December,  1831,  bi'en  offered  for  sale  130,032,205  acres  ;  and  only  26,524,450  acres  had  then  been  sold. 
By  the  sanie  report  the  quantity  of  land  subject  to  private  entry,  on  the  same  day,  (and  which,  of  course, 
had  been  offered  at  public  auction  and  refused  at  $1  25  per  acre,)  was  104,401,755  acres.  As  evidence  of 
the  o-reat  inferiority  of  this  large  quantity  of  land,  it  is  shown  by  the  same  report  that  tiie  quantity  which 
hadtjeeu  ollered  and  refused  at  ]niblic  sale  in  the  several  States  had  been  in  market  and  subject  to  private 
entry  the  following-  periods:  that  in  Uhio  had  nearly  all  been  in  market  20  years,  the  greater  portion  from 
25  to  30  years;  that  in  Indiana  had  nearly  all  been  in  market  from  15  to  20  years;  that  in  Illinois  had 
nearly  all  been  in  market  lor  15  years,  and  upwards  ;  that  in  Missouri,  an  average  of  about  12  years; 
that  in  Alabama  from  12  b>  22  years,  the  average  period  may  be  said  to  be  15  years;  that  in  Mississippi 
from  12  to  20  years;  that  in  Louisiana  about  13  years;  and  that  in  Michigan  about  13  years. 

In  December,  1828,  a  statement,  compiled  from  official  documents  and  printed  by  order  of  the  Senate, 
showed  that  74,358,881  acres  were  then  subject  to  private  entry,  having  been  oflered  at  public  sale,  and 
refused,  at  $1  25  per  acre  ;  and  that  of  this  quantity  28,247,000  acres  (more  than  one-third)  were  nnfdfor 
cultivation.  Taking  tlie  same  relative  proj^ortions  of  the  quantity  now  subject  to  private  entry  as  the 
basis  of  calculation,  and  it  follows  that  we  now  have  about  40,000,000  acres,  not  onl;/  inferior,  but  unfit 
for  cultivation.  Yet  our  system  is  based  on  tiie  hypothesis  that  there  is  no  difference  in  the  quality  or 
value  of  the  public  lands.  i 

As  an  additional  proof  of  the  inferior  quality  of  those  hundred  and  odd  millions  of  I'efuse  landi^,  the  j 

fact  may  be  stated,  that  it  is  dispersed  through  the  oldest  as  well  as  the  more  recently  settled  parts  of  the  j 

States  and  Territories.     It  is  not  in  such  detached  bodies  and  so  far  removed  from  the  improved  and  culti-  ! 

vated  lands  as  to  impede  its  settlement  and  cultivation;  on  the  contrary,  were  the  soil  good,  its  locality  ' 

would  afford  unusual  facilities  in  both  respects.  It  is  wholly  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  such  land  will 
sell  for  the  same  price  at  which  land  of  the  best  quality  can  be  purchased.  But,  if  reduced  to  its  fair 
relative  value,  much  might  be  sold.     Inferior  lands  lying  adjacent  to  those  which  are  improved  and  | 

cultivated  would  be  valuable  appendages  to  them,  and  would  bo  purchased  by  present  land  proprietors.  > 

Other  portions  would  be  purchased  by  poor  men  who  have  been  driven  from  the  more  fertile  tracts  by  men  ! 

of  large  capital,  and  by  speculators.     As  we  have  seen,  much  of  this  land  has  already  been  in  market,  ! 

unsold,  for  twenty  years  and  upwards  ;  for  a  period  how  much  longer  it  may  remain  on  hand  it  is 
impossible  to  determine  ;  but  is  it  not  perfectly  obvious  that  it  would  have  been  to  the  interest  of  the 
government,  regarding  money  alone,  to  have  sold  it  at  half  the  price  in  the  Hrst  instance  ?  Add  interest 
for  twenty  years,  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  on  the  value  of  a  given  quantity  of  land  estimated  at  Jifty 
cents  per  acre,  and  it  will  be  about  equal  to  the  price  detnanded  by  the  government.     Yet  we  have  this  j 

land  still  on  hand,  with  its  relative  value  diminished,  not  only  in  the  ratio  in  which  all  other  real  estate  | 

has  declined,  but  by  being  shorn  of  much  of  its  valuable  timber  by  those  residing  in  its  neighborhood,  or 
by  settlers  who  have  no  permanent  interest  in  the  soil.  Besides,  wc  have  sustained  the  expense  of  keeping 
up  a  number  of  land  offices,  amounting  to  thousands  of  dollars  every  year,  which  would  have  been  ren- 
dered uunecessarj'  by  a  speedy  sale,  if  the  price  had  been  suitably  reduced.  The  proposed  policy  would 
result  in  the  sale  of  many  tliousands,  if  nut  millions  of  acres,  which  otherwise  will  not  lie  sold,  but  be 
deprived  of  timber,  exhausted,  and  worn  out,  by  those  who  have  no  inducement  to  preserve  the  soil  longer  i 

than  for  merely  temporary  use  ;  which  is  not  only  detrimental  to  the  interest  of  the  United  States,  but  i 

highly  injm-ious  to  the  particular  State  in  which  they  may  happen  to  lie.  j 

But  the  aniiuint  of  money  to  be  realized  from  the  public  domain  is  not  tlie  sole,  nor  even  the  chief  i 

consideration  which  shotild  inlluence  and  determine  the  pi.ilicj'  of  a  wise  and  paternal  government.     In  the  ] 

language  of  the  President,  in  his  annual  message  of  December,  1832,  "The  wealth  and  strength  of  a  1 

country  are  its  population,  and  the  best  part  of  that  population  are  the  cultivators  of  the  soil.  Independent 
farmers  are  everywhere  the  basis  of  society  and  true  friends  of  liberty."  These  sentiments  it  is  hoped 
will  find  a  cordial  response  in  every  bosom.    Their  truth  and  justness  are  attested  by  all  history.    It  may  [ 

be  asked  triumphautly,  when  did  the  cultivators  of  the  soil  willingly  abandon  the  principles,  or  knowingly 
become  the  enemies  of  free  government  ?  The  soundness  of  the  principle  laid  down  is  sustained  by  the 
most  approved  doctrines  of  political  economy  and  sanctioned  by  practical  experience.  ; 

The  committee  also  concur  in  the  sentiment  expressed  in  the  same  message,  that  it  is  "  our  true 
policy  that  the  public  lands  shall  cease,  as  soon  as  practicable,  to  be  a  source  of  revenue,  and  that  they 
.'ihould  be  sold  to  settlers,  in  limited  jMrcels,  at  a  ^jrice  barely  sufficient  to  reimburse  the  United  States  the  expense 
of  the  present  system  and  the  cost  arising  imder  our  Indian  compacts."  The  new  States  have,  as  they 
manifestly  feel,  a  deep  interest  in  this  subject.  By  their  memorials  they  have  urged  upon  Congress 
repeatedly  within  the  last  ten  or  twelve  j'ears  the  policy,  justice,  and  necessity  of  reducing  the  price  of 
refuse  lauds.  The}'  have  represented,  and  truly  represented,  as  the  committee  believe,  that  the  existing 
law  in  regard  to  price  operates  materially  and  wrongfuU}'  to  their  injury.  The  high  price  of  land  inevit- 
ably retards  the  population  of  a  country,  and,  taken  in  connexion  with  the  want  of  power  to  tax  it,  must 
postpone  the  maturity  of  its  resources. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee  it  is  due  to  the  people  of  the  new  States  that  the  existing  state  of 
things  should  be  terminated  as  soon  as  practicable.  It  is  certainly  desirable  that  every  acre  of  land 
shouhl,  if  possible,  be  rendered  productive,  and  this  can  never  be  done  till  it  is  in  tlie  hands  of  individual 
proprietors.  Population  is  emphatically  the  strength  of  a  State,  and  tn  render  a  people  free,  prosperous, 
and  happy,  they  should  be  the  owners  of  the  soil  they  cultivate. 

After  a  full  consideration  of  the  compacts  between  the  general  government  and  the  original  States 
which  surrendered  territory  and  those  with  the  new  States  upon  their  admission  into  the  Union;  regarding 
that  good  faith  with  which  engagements  so  grave  and  important  ought  to  be  fulfilled;  looking  to  the 
interest  of  the  government  either  as  to  the  amount  of  money  to  be  realized,  or  the  harnKjny,  strength, 
and  resources  of  the  Union  at  large;  and  considering  what  is  due  to  the  tran(iuillity  and  resources  of  the 
j'ounger  members  of  the  confederacy,  the  conunittee  cannot  resist  the  conclusion  that  a  law  should  be 
passed  reducing  and  graduating  the  price  of  that  portion  of  the  public  lands  which  has  been  oflered  at 
public  sale  and  remains  unsold  in  proportion  to  tlie  time  it  may  have  been  in  market;  and  they  accordingly 
report  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 
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23d  Congress.]  No.    1135. 


[1st  Sessk 


0  X    r  L  A  T  M    T  0    L  A  \  T)    I  X    L  O  T'  1  S  1  A  X  A  . 

COMMUNICATED    TO    Ti!E    lillUSE    OF    I'.F.rr.ESE.VTATIVES    DEiEMIiEU    ol,    1  So3. 

Ml-.  Cave  Johnso.v,  from  the  Conmiittc-e  on   Private  Land  Claims,  to  wlium  was   referred  tlie  ijctitidii  (jf 

Antoiue  Cruzat,  reported: 

That  petitioner  claims  about  three  acres  ef  land  by  virtue  of  a  s<-ttleiaent  ri-'ht;  tliat  th(>  land  is 
situated  in  the  parish  of  East  Bat(jn  Rouge,  in  the  .-^tate  of  Louisiana.  Tlie  jiroof  shows  that  the  petitioner 
iictuallyinhabited_  and  cultivated  the  said  tract  of  land  from  the  year  1805  until  the  year  1812,  since 
which  time  the  said  land  has  not  been  in  the  possession  of  the  petitioner.  The  committee;  called  upon 
the  Commissioner  of  the  United  States  General  Land  OlBcc  to  state  whether  the  petitioner's  claim,  as 
made  out  by  the  evidence,  broug:ht  his  claim  within  the  provisions  uf  the  acts  of  Con,<;-ress  passed, 
granting:  donations  to  actual  settlers  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  on  .>r  before  the  I.5th  Aplil.  181.'!,  and 
received  for  answer  that,  agreeably  to  the  construction  of  the  law  in  question  at  that  department,  his 
claim  wa.s  embraced  by  the  laws  alluded  to.     The  conmiittee  therefore  report  a  bill. 


23i)  CoxGRESs.]  No.  1136.  [1st  Session. 

0  X    C  L  A  I  y[   T  0    L  .V  X  D    IX    L  0  T'  1  S  I  A  X  A  . 

COMMlXlCATEn    TO    THE    IIOl'SE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    nECEMIlER    31,     1833. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 

Abrani  Wrinkle,  reported: 

That  said  petitioner  alleges  that  prior  to  the  year  1819  one  John  Willey  occupied  and  cultivated 
a  farm  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Sabine,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Kisatcha,  and  within  the  limits  of  that 
portion  of  Louisiana  called  the  Neutral  Territory;  and  that  in  t\w  autumn  of  1819  he  purchased  the 
improvement  from  said  Willey,  and  moved  imnu'diately  on  it,  and  has  resided  on  it  ever  since,  and  that 
he  has  no  other  land  nor  claims  any  other. 

These  facts  are  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  House,  and  the\"  therefore  report  a  bill  authorizing 
the  petitioner  to  have  diO  acres  as  a  settlor  on  the  Spanish  domain  at  the  time  of  the  cession  by  Spain  of 
that  portion  of  Louisiana  to  the  United  States. 


23d  Congress.]  Xo.  1137.  [1st  Sessio.n. 

0  X    C  L  A  I  .M    T  0    L  A  X  D    IX    L  0  U  I  S  I  A  X  A  . 

COMMUNICATED    T(_l    THE    HOUSE    OF    REI'RESENT.ATIVES    DECEMBER    31,     1833. 

Mr.  Cakr,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Paul  Poissot, 

reiiortcd: 

That,  from  the  evidence  before  the  committee,  ho  purcha.sed  from  Francois  Missippe  his  pre-emption 
right  to  a  cpiarter  section  of  land  in  the  sixteenth  section,  on  the  southwest  Lank  of  Red  river,  in  the 
parish  of  Xatchitoches,  in  the  Opelousas  land  district,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  about  twenty-three  miles 
above  the  town  of  Natchitoches,  bounded  above  by  the  lands  occupied  by  Jean  Eloi  Radial  and  below  by 
lands  occupied  by  Baptiste  Landreaux. 

There  is  satisfactory  proof  before  the  committee  to  show  that  said  Fran<;(.iis  Missippe  gave  notice  to 
tlie  register  and  receiver  of  the  laud  ofiice  at  Opelousas,  in  the  State  aforesaid,  that  he  claimed  the  right 
of  pre-emption  to  a  quarter  of  said  section,  as  above  described,  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
the  29th  of  May,  1830.  It  is  proven  that  he  was  in  possession  of  the  laud,  and  actually  cultivated  six  or 
seven  arpents  in  corn  thereon  in  the  year  1829,  and  resided  on  said  land  on  the  29th  of  May,  1830.  There 
is  also  before  the  committee  a  statement  of  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  aforesaid,  allowing 
to  said  Fran9ois  Missippe  the  ]irivilege  of  the  right  of  ]ire-emption.  There  is  also  proof  before  the  com- 
mittee that  the  said  Fran5iiis  Missippe  has  made  a  legal  conveyance  of  his  right  of  pre-emption  to  the 
petitii.mor.  The  commitiee  therefore  are  of  opinion  that  the  petitioner  is  entitled  to  relief,  and  for  that 
purpose  report  a  bill. 
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23d  Congress.] 


No.   1138.  [1st  Session. 


ON  CLAIM  FOR  BOFNTY  L.VND  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  TIIK    MILITARY    SERVICES  OF  A  SLAVE 

BY'  HIS  OWNER. 

COMMrXICATEI)  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REl'RESENTATIVES  DECEMBER  31,    1833. 

Mr.  C.ARK  IVom  the  Committee  mi  Frivatc  Laud  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  claim  of  Benjamin  Oden, 
as  the  representative  of  William  Williams,  who  is  represented  to  have  been  a  slave,  and  who  served 
in  the  late  war,  reported: 

That  it  appears  from  the  ccrtiticate  of  John  B.  Martin,  formerly  a  lieutenant  in  the  thirty-eighth  regi- 
ment of  United  States  infantry,  that  he  enlisted  William  Williams  on  the  5th  day  of  April,  1814,  who 
afterwards  acknowledged  himself  to  be  the  slave  of  Benjamin  Oden,  of  Prince  George's  county,  Mary- 
laud,  and  who  is  represented  to  have  died  in  the  service. 

In  this  case  the  representative  of  William  Williams  claims  a  warrant  for  bonnt}'  land  from  the  gov- 
ernment for  the  services  rendered  by  William  Williams.     The  committee  cannot  grant  it. 

There  is  no  positive  proof  before  the  committee  to  show  that  William  Williams  was  the  slave  of  Ben- 
jamin Oden;  and  if  there  were  sufficient  proof  before  the  committee  to  show  conclusively  that  he  was 
the  slave  and  property  of  said  Benjamin  Oden,  the  committee  cannot  think  for  a  moment  that  the  govern- 
ment has  any  right  to  grant  to  the  representative  of  William  Williams  bounty  land.  If  he  were  the  slave 
and  property  of  Benjamin  Oden,  the  owner  had  a  lawful  rig-ht  at  any  time  to  release  him  from  his  enlist- 
ment- the  act  in  itself  was  illegal,  therefore  not  binding  on  the  slave  nor  the  master.  By  the  law  of  the 
laud  slaves  are  not  permitted  to  hold  title  to  real  estate.  Therefore,  inasmuch  as  a  slave  cannot  possess 
or  acquire  title  to  real  estate  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  in  his  his  own  right,  no  right  can  be  set  up  by  the 
roaster  as  his  representative.     The  committee  ask  to  be  discharged,  &c. 


23l)    CoXGKESS.J  No.     1139.  [1st  SESSIO>f. 

ON    CLAIM    FOR    L  A  N  1>    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COjraUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    .lANUARY    '2,    1834. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Laud  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 

Terence  Le  Blanc,  reported: 

That  in  November,  1830,  a  public  sale  of  lands  was  held  at  the  land  oHiee  in  New  Orleans,  under  a 
proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  dated  June  5,  1830. 

At  that  sale  John  R.  Grymes  became  the  purchaser  of  a  tract  of  land,  lot  No.  43,  in  township  No.  12, 
range  19  east,  containing  an  area  of  SO^^^j  acres,  for  the  price  of  $249  43.  The  said  tract  was  sold  through 
inadvertence,  inasmuch  as  it  was  not  the  property  of  the  United  States,  but  the  property  of  the  petitioner, 
under  a  Spanish  title,  confirmed  by  Congress  on  the  28tli  February,  1823.  The  petitioner  has  since  paid 
to  John  R.  Grymes  the  sum  which  the  latter  had  advanced  for  tlie  tract,  and  now  asks  to  have  the  same 
reimbursed  by  government. 

The  facts  are  shown  by  authentic  documents,  and  the  committee  deem  the  equity  of  the  case  too  plain 
to  admit  a  doubt;  they  therefore  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioner. 


23d  Coxoress.'J  No.    1140.  [1st  Session. 

ON  THE  MODE  OF  DISPOSING  OF  CERTAIN  PUBLIC  LANDS  IN  TENNESSEE. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    2,   1834. 

Mr.  Crocketp,  from  the  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  inquiring  into  and  reporting 
the  most  equitable  and  advantageous  mode  of  disposing  of  that  portion  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  situated  south  and  west  of  the  congressional  reservation  line,  within  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  reported: 

That,  by  a  reference  to  a  report  made  at  the  second  session  of  the  twenty-first  Congress  by  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  accompanied  by  an  official  comnuinication  from  the  secretary  of 
State  of  Tennessee,  it  appears  that  the  whole  quantity  of  land  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  Ijing  vrest  and 
south  ot  the  line  commonly  called  the  congressional  reservation,  is  six  million  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four 
thousand  acres,  of  which  there  have  been  appropriated,  for  the  satisfaction  of  North  Carolina  military 
warrants,  and  of  warrants  issued  by  that  State  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  revolutionary  war,  three 
million  five  hundred  and  ten  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-six  acres,  leaving  the  quantity  ol   three 
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million  thriM'  Iniiidivil  ;iim1  liriy-tlnvo  tliimsaiMl  ci-lit  IhiikIi  v,l  and  I  \v(iily-r..iii-  acivs  wf  iiiia|i|.r<.|.i  iat.-d  lands 
suliji'L't  lo  till!  dis|)cjsitiuii  (il'tlic  j^'ovcriniicni. 

It  appears  to  the  ciniiiiiittfc  that  llic  lands  which  liavc  hccn  Ihns  aii|ii-i.|>i  ia(c(|  lor  tlic  salislacli.,11  i,[ 
warrants  in  tliis  district  of  Cdimtry  h;ive  Ijocu  cntcicd  hy  s(  |cM-linn  al  the  .,pti..n  nl'  ih^'  idaimanls-  and  tli(e 
(Commissioner  of  tliu  (Jcncral  Land  Ollice  in  his  ic|)ijrl  says:  '-'rhi'ic'  can  he  n.>  (hmhl  Ihat  vi'ry  I'lcarly  all 
the  lands  of  the  best  quality  liavo  been  appropriated,  and  that  a  very  small  puiti.m  ..rihc  n'sid'ue  eonl'd  be 
sold  at  theniiniminii  price  ol'  the  Cnited  States  until  I'lirtlier  proo-ress  shall  ha\c  Imcmi  made  in  I  he  settlement 
;ind  improvement  of  the  country,  and  a  <;-reater  demand  thercdiy  created  i'or  1lic>  inl'erinr  lands," 

Hy  an  inspection  of  the  general  plan  or  map  of  this  distriid,  and  the  letter  of  the  secretarv  of  state  (,f 
Tennessee,  accompanying-  this  report,  it  will  ajipear  that  the  lands  yet  vacant  are  rifii.-«'  lfiii</.<;  that  Ihi^v 
lie  in  small  bodies  and  detached  parcels;  and  the  seei-etary  of  state  of  Tennessee  states  thai  it  is  probable 
that  one-twentieth  part  of  the  vacant  land  would  be  entiTed  at  121  cents  per  ai-re,  and  one-liftli  of  ih,. 
residue  at  one  cent. 

The  committee  would  refer  the  House  to  a  reijort  made  by  a  committee  of  Ihe  Ibmse  of  1,'epiesentalives 
at  the  first  session  of  the  twentieth  Congress,  containing  a  niinute  statement  of  the  situal  ion  .and  real  value 
of  the  vacant  land.s  in  the  country  in  question,  and  to  various  laws  of  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  by 
which  the  North  Carolina  land  warrants  have  been  entered  and  granted. 

By  an  act  of  Congre.ss  passed  April  18,  180(5,  Tennessee  was  authorized  to  satisfy  ihe  .Noith  Can.lin.a 
claims.     In  it  is  this  provision: 

"And  the  State  of  Tennessee  sliall  moreover,  in  issuing  grants  and  peilecting  tilh's,  lo("i1e  si.x  hundred 
and  forty  acres  to  every  si.x  miles  square,  in  the  territory  h(.-reby  ceded,  wdiere  existing  claims  will  allow 
the  same,  which  shall  be  appropriated  fir  the  use  of  schools  for  the  instruction  of  children  forever." 

It  appears  that  the  existing  claims  of  North  Carolina  turned  out  to  be  so  numerous  that  they  exiiausted 
all  the  valuable  lands  nijrth  and  east  of  the  line  established  in  said  act,  so  that  very  few  school  tracts 
were  laid  off. 

Soutli  and  west  of  the  line  no  scho(jl  tracts  \mvf  been  laid  off;  and  upon  this  latter  jioint  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  (Jffice,  in  his  report  already  referred  to,  says:  "By  the  act  of  Congr(;ss, 
approved  April  18,  1806,  provision  was  made  f.>r  the  reservation  of  lands  f )r  the  use  of  schools  from  that 
portion  of  lands  thereby  ceded  to  the  State  of  Tennessee;  and  whatever  disposition. may  be  made  of  the 
unappropriated  lands  south  and  west  of  the  congressional  boundary  line,  the  uniform  jiractice  of  the 
government  would  require  that  a  quantity  of  land,  equal  to  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  the  whole  district, 
should  be  appropriated  for  the  use  of  schools.'' 

It  appears  to  the  committee  that  there  are  now  setth/d  upon  these  vacant  spots  of  land,  where  they 
are  of  any  value,  a  number  of  poor  persons  with  their  families,  who,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  should 
be  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption,  at  a  small  price,  to  the  places  they  occupy.  In  considering  of  the 
proper  disjiosition  to  be  made  of  these  lands,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  a  number  of  acres  ought 
to  be  granted  to  the  State  equal  in  quantity  to  the  number  of  acres  which  the  State  would  have  had  if  one 
section  in  each  township,  or  one  thirty-sixth  ]iart,  had  been  laid  oil'  for  the  use  of  common  schools  agreeably 
to  the  requirements  of  the  act  of  180G;  and  that  it  should  be  a  condition  of  the  grant  that  the  State,  in 
disposing  of  the  same,  shall  give  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  the  settlers  u[ion  it  at  a  reduced  price.  The 
committee  are  aware  that  this  may  fall  short  in  value  of  what  the  State  would  have  had  if  the  school  tracts 
had  been  laid  otf  on  the  good  lands  bef  ire  they  were  taken  by  warrants,  a  privilege  secured  by  the  act  of 
1806,  and  which  also  had  been  granted  to  all  the  other  new  States.  The  legislature  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee  have  praj-ed  in  their  mCinorials  for  a  relinquishment  of  all  the  remaining  vacant  lanils  south  and 
west  of  the  line,  and  alleged  that  the  whole  land  would  not  be  sufficient  in  value  to  make  up  the  deticieucy 
in  the  school  lauds,  and  the  committee  cannot  say  positively  tliat  this  opinion  is  erroneous,  but  are  induced 
not  to  recommend  this,  because  of  the  objections  made  by  some  that  a  cession  might  operate  injuriously 
as  a  precedent  in  other  quarters  of  the  Union. 

The  main  objects  proposed  to  be  efl'ected  by  the  bill  which  the  committee  report  aic — 

1st.  That  the  occupant  settlers  may  be  secured  in  their  homes  at  a  low  rat<',  and  thereljy  liecouie 
freeholders  in  the  country. 

2d.  That  the  lands  granted  may  be  subject  to  taxation;  and  lastly,  that  justic-e  niay,  to  S(nne  extent, 
in  regard  to  common  schools,  Vie  done  to  Tennessee,  although  not,  perlnqis,  as  great  as  that  which  has 
been  extended  to  the  other  new  States  where  the  government  has  owned  lands. 

The  committee  therefire  report  a  bill  in  accordance  with  the  principle  herein  set  forth. 


23d    Con-gres.s.]  No.  11-41.  [1st  Session'. 

APPLICATION  OF  ILLINOIS  I'OK  \  DON.VTIOX  01'    LAND  TO  AID  IN  THE  CONSTRUCTION 

OF  CERTAIN   R(.).\DS. 

CiiMSirXIc.iTED    TO    THE    SE.V.\TE    .l.i.vr.AKV    '■>,     ISot. 

Reaolwd  by  the  geiipnij  amnnhhj  of  ihe  Stole  0/  Illinois,  That  our  senators  and  representative  in  Con- 
gress he  requested  to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  have  the  road  located  and  improved  from  Detroit  to 
(^'hicago,  by  the  general  government;  extended  and  continued  on  from  Chicago  to  Galena,  and  that  the 
same  be  located  and  improved  as  soon  as  practicable;  and  in  case  the  general  government  shall  decline 
the  work,  that  a  grant  of  land  be  made,  to  be  selected  in  some  land  district  in  tliat  section  (jf  the  State, 
of  one  hundred  sections,  to  enable  the  State  of  Illinois  to  construct  said  road;  also  that  a  grant  of  land 
of  forty  sections  be  made  to  the  State,  to  be  selected  in  the  Danville  district,  to  improve  the  present  State 
road  from  the  -west  bank  of  the  Wabash  river  opposite  Vincennes  to  Chicago. 

ALEXANDER  M.  .JENKINS.  Speolrr  of  the  H'ju.<e  of  Jirpre.<enta.lires. 

ZADUK  CASEY,  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 
Originated  in  the  senate. 

.JESSE  B.  THOMAS.  St'frelnr;i  of  the  Senalr. 


646  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  1144, 


23d  Congress.] 


No.  1142.  [1st  Session-. 

ON    CLAIM    TO    LANDS    IN    L  0  U  I  S  I  A  N  A. 

COMMU.N'ICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESE.VT.iTIVES     JAXUABY    7,    1834. 

Mr.  Carr,  from  the  Committee  on   Private   Land  Claims,  to  -whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James  S. 

Doucflass,    Stephen   Douglass,   William  House,   Alfred  Doug-lass,   Samuel  House,  and  James  Tant, 

reported: 

That  the  jietitioners  set  forth  that  they  were  in  possession  of  certain  lots  of  land,  in  township 
number  thirteen,  of  range  number  thirteen  east,  within  the  district  of  lands  oS'ered  for  sale  at  Ouachita, 
in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  in  the  year  1829,  and  cultivated  the  same  in  the  year  aforesaid,  and  were  in 
the  actual  possession  thereof  on  the  29th  day  of  Ma_y,  1830.  Proof,  establishing  these  facts,  appears  to 
have  been  taken  at  the  land  office  at  Ouachita,  in  the  presence  of  the  register  thereof,  on  the  11th  day 
of  October,  1830  The  petitioners  aver  that,  at  the  time  the  proof  was  made,  the  money  to  purchase  the 
lots  of  land  they  claimed  was  tendered  to  the  receiver  of  public  moneys,  at  the  land  office  aforesaid,  but 
waa  refused  by  the  officer,  alleging  that  the  plats  of  said  laud  had  not  been  received  in  the  office,  and 
that  he  did  not  wish  to  act  definitively  in  regard  to  said  land  claims  until  the  plats  were  returned  to  the 
office.  The  petitioners  state  that,  by  reason  of  bad  roads  and  high  waters,  they  were  prevented  making 
further  application  until  the  month  of  August  following  :  that  they  then  appointed  James  S.  Douglass 
(one  of  the  petitioners)  their  agent,  who  proceeded  to  the  land  office,  and  tendered  the  money  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  lands  claimed,  to  the  receiver  aforesaid,  who  refused  to  receive  it.  The  receiver  states  that 
the  township  plat  number  thirteen,  of  range  number  thirteen  cast,  was  not  received  until  a  short  time  be- 
fore the  29th  of  May,  1831,  several  months  after  the  proof  was  made.  That  one  or  two,  or  probably  three 
months  before  the  township  was  offered  for  sale,  James  S.  Douglass,  one  of  the  claimants,  and  agent  for 
the  others,  claimed  the  privilege  of  paying  for  the  lots  claimed,  &c.,  and  offered  so  to  do;  that  his  applica- 
tion was  refused  by  the  register,  and  consequently  his  money  by  him,  because  they  considered  the  rights 
forfeited  by  not  being  applied  for  and  the  money  tendered,  prior  to  the  29th  of  May,  1831.  The  receiver 
certifies  that  lot  No.  24,  claimed  by  one  of  the  petitioners,  was  sold  on  the  13th  of  November,  1831,  and 
that  lots  Nos.  28,  29,  31,  and  32,  in  township  number  thirteen,  of  range  number  thirteen  east,  were  sold 
on  the  ITth  day  of  November,  1831,  at  the  public  sale,  and  that  No.  33,  same  township  and  range,  was 
proven  under  the  act  of  1814,  and  that  the  testimony  produced  by  the  petitioners  is  such  as  had  been  con- 
sidered sufficient  to  procure  a  right  of  pre-emption  under  the  act  of  Congress  approved  May  29,  1830.  A 
majority  of  the  committee  are  of  opini(jn  that  the  petitioners  are  entitled  to  relief,  and  for  that  purpose 
report  a  lull. 


23d  Co.xgress.]  Xo.   1143.  [1st  Sessio.v. 

ON    CLAIM    TO    LANDS    IN    INDIANA. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY  T,    1834. 

Mr.  Carr,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  George  K. 

Jackson,  reported: 

That  the  petitioner  sets  forth  that  on  the  15th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  1830,  he  entered  at  the  land 
office  at  Crawfordsvillc,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  the  north  fraction  of  the  northwest  quarter  of  section 
four,  in  township  twenty-three^  ninih,  of  range  seven  west,  containing  seventy-two  and  seven-hundredths 
acres.  Petitioner  states  that  the  entry  was  made //(ro(/p'A  mistake;  that  he  designed  to  enter  the  north 
fraction  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  the  same  section,  but  was  deceived  by  incorrect  information  from 
oth(>rs.  Petitioner  states  that  he  is  poor,  and  has  to  labor  for  the  support  i,if  himself  and  a  helpless 
family;  that  the  land  he  did  enter  is  entirely  worthless,  and  that  which  he  intended  to  have  entered  is 
valuable.  The  facts  set  forth  in  the  petition  of  the  petitioner  are  satisfactorily  proven.  The  committee 
therefore  report  a  bill  for  his  relief 


23d  CoNGRESs.J  No.  1144.  [1st  Session. 

ON    C  L  A  I  il    T  0    L  A  N  D  S    IN    L  0  U  I  S  I  A  N  A  . 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOU-'^E    OF    UEl'RESENT.WIVES    JANUARY    7,    1834. 

Mr.  Carr,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  .*nd  papers  of 

Marguerite  Baron,  the  widow  of  Jean  Pierre  Ledoux,  reported: 

That  the   petitioner  claims  title  to  two  tracts  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  AVest  Feliciana,  in  the 

State  of  Louisiana,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  at  a  place  called  "  Isle  au.x  Chats,"  or  Cats'  island, 

one  of  which  tracts  contains  twenty  arpents  in  front  u)Kin  the  Mississippi   by  forty  arponts  in  depth,  and 
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wliicli  op|i(.'urs  to  have  bepii  i;-i-:nit(.Ml  by  li.e  Spanish  .n-iiviuiiiiii'iil  In  .lean  I'icnv  l.cdoux,  Ihc  hiisliaml  ol 
the  petitioner,  un  the  lirst  (hiy  el'  July,  HSS.  'I'he  pelitiener  avers  Ihal,  al'ter  the  (h^ith  of  her  hiishaml, 
in  the  year  1793,  she  piirehased  said  tract  of  hind  at  a  sah'  i.l'  th.'  piMpiity  dependin,^-  on  liis  eslair,  and 
has  jiroduced  testimony  establisiung' that  fact. 

The  otlier  tract  to  which  she  claims  is  situated  al  llie  sauu'  i)hu'e,  imuiediairh  adjuininj,  the  trart 
above  described,  and  which  appears  to  have  been  ,t;-raute(l  by  the  Spanish  ,L;'o\ernmenl  to  j'ieiie  uv  Lasly 
Ledoux,  the  son  of  tlie  petitioner,  on  the  IStli  day  of  DecendK  r,  in  the  yi'ar  17ss,  ami  contains  Iwenty 
arpeuts  in  front  on  the  ^Mississippi,  and  five  arpeuts  in  depth.  Tliis  is  all  the  Spanish  •j.i-aiit  ei.idains, 
thouji'li  the  [letitioner  claims  forty  arpeuts  in  depth. 

She  states  that  her  sou,  I'ierre  or  Lasty  Ledon.K,  died  without  issue,  lea\-iu;4-  Ids  falhrr,  .lean  I'ieii-e 
Ledoux,  and  the  petitioner,  his  only  iii'irs:  and  that  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  in  1  7'.k;,  she  puirhased 
the  share  of  her  husband.  Proof  of  the  death  of  the  son  puior  to  the  death  of  the  father  is  also  before 
the  committee,  and  that  he  died  without  issue;  and,  fnilher,  that  she  has  had  peaceable  ])ossession  of  the 
said  tracts  of  land  from  the  time  she  acijuired  them,  ami  li-oni  the  time  they  were  gTaided  by  the  Spanish 
governiuent  up  to  the  present  time. 

The  petitioner  states  that  she  was  ii;'norant  of  the  law  of  ('ou,L;iess  making-  il  lu'cessary  to  record 
land  titles,  and  only  learned  that  it  was  necessary  at  the  last  time  that  tlu.'  olliee  for  the  district  in  which 
the  lands  lie  was  opened.  That  thereupi>n  she  irnmediati'ly  I'luploycd  an  a,t;-ent  to  take  her  land  titles  to 
the  office  and  cause  them  to  be  registered;  that  the  a,<i-ent  did  so  pioeeed,  and  ariive(l  at  the  ofliee  just 
after  it  had  been  closed  bv  the  expiration  of  the  law.  dean  I'.aptisti'  ^'i,L;■ues  states,  under  oath,  that  he  was 
employed  by  the  petitioner,  abtuit  thirteen  years  a,u,-o,  to  pi-oeeed  to  the  laud  ofliee  above  icl'en'eil  to  with 
her  titles  to  the  land  before  described,  for  the  purpose  of  having  them  registered;  that  he  did  s(]  |(rocei'd 
innnediately,  and  ii]iou  his  arrivtd  there  the  (ifiice  was  closed,  the  teiiu  llxed  by  law  for  registerin,g  laud 
titles  having  espiired.  The  committee  are  of  opiinion  that  the  pelitiomn-  is  <'ntilled  to  relief,  and  hir  that 
purpose  report  a  bill. 


23n  CoNuRESs.J  No.    1145.  [  1st  Sessiox. 

ON    CLAIM    TO     LAXH    IX    T E \ X E S S E E  . 

CoMMrXICATKIl    TO    THE    HOUSE    HV    REI'RESEXT.VTIVES    ,I.VNr.\l:Y    7.     1834. 

Mr.  Cave  Johxsox,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Committee  im  I'rivate   Laud  Claims,  to  whom  was  rel'en<'d   the 

petition  of  James  Hunter  and  (.'.  1'.  iralley,  repoiled: 

That  the  said  applicants  claim  to  be  the  owners  of  two  military  land  warrants  issued  by  the  State 
of  North  Carolina  to  the  heirs  of  her  deceased  soldiers,  each  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  and  alleges 
that  there  is  mj  land  fit  for  cultivation  in  the  district  heretofore  assigned  for  the  satisfaction  of  such  claims 
upon  which  said  warrants  can  be  at  this  time  located,  and  asks  permission  to  locate  said  warrants  niioii 
that  tract  of  country  between  the  thirty-fifth  de.gree  of  north  latitude,  the  true  southern  Hue  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  and  Winchester's  line,  -which  has  been  heretofore  recogui&.'il  as  the  smitheni  line  of  said 
State,  and  north  of  which  the  land  warrants  fm-  the  services  of  the  soldiers  of  North  Caroliiui  have  been 
located  and  perhaps  confirmed  by  tlie  lc,o'islature  of  Ti.uinessee. 

Winchester's  line  has  been  for  yc^ars  supposed  the  true  southern  line  of  Tennessee,  and  if  so,  the 
southern  boundary  of  the  tract  of  country  which  has  been  heretofore  assi,gned  by  Congress  lo|-  the  satis- 
faction of  the  military  land  warrants  of  Neuih  Carolina.  The  committee  has  been  informed  that  lately, 
by  some  arrangement  between  the  States  of  Tennessee  and  Mississippi,  the  thirty-lifth  degree  of  north 
latitude  has  been  discovered  to  be  some  four  or  five  miles  further  south  than  Winchester's  line,  which  was 
run  by  Oeneral  Winchester  as  the  boundary  line  between  the  State  of  Tennessee  and  the  Chickasaw 
nation  of  Indians  under  the  treaty  (jf  ISIS.  ^  The  committee  does  not  ci.uisider  it  necessary  at  present  to 
investigate  or  decide  whether  that  strip  betwec^n  th(.'  two  lines,  and  uiion  which  said  warrants  are  sought 
to  be  located,  belongs  to  the  United  States  or  the  Chickasaw  ludians,  or  whether  the  same  lies  within  the 
State  of  Tennessee  or  the  State  of  Mississippi.  Heretofore  Congress  has  not  interfered  with  the  location 
or  surveys  of  the  military  warrants  of  North  Carolina,  but  has  left  the  same  under  the  control  and 
management  of  the  legislature  of  Tennessee;  iind  as  the  State  ol  Tennessee  has  heretofore  acteil  upon 
the  suljjcct,  and  recognized  Winchester's  line  as  the  true  line  by  limiting  her  counties  and  lier  surveyor's 
district' to  that  line,  the  present  applicants  should  not  have  an  advantage  given  them  by  Congress  over 
other  individuals  holding  simihir  claims.  When  the  question  is  settled  as  to  tli.>  true  lioundary  line, 
should  said  strip  of  land  fall  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  provision  will  no  doubt  be  made 
for  the  location  of  all  claims  of  that  character  upon  the  land  in  dispute,  and  all  claimants  of  that  character 
ill  be  placed  upon  a  footing  of  equality. 

The  committee  therefore  recommends  the  rejection  of  the  application  of  said  petitioners. 


wi 
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23d  Cokgkess.]  ^0-    ^146.  [1st  Session. 

OX    CLAIMS    TO    LAND    IX    LOUISIANA. 

CO-M-Mr.N'IC.VTED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OK    REPRESEXT.WIVES    JAXIWRV    8,    1834. 

Mr.  Cage  from  tlie  CoiiHiiittOL'  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  wliom  was  referred  the  petitions  of  Jean  Bap- 
tiste  Leinain,  Jean  Raptiste  Julian  Raclial,  Jean  Baptistc  Louis  Metoyer,  Pierre  S.  Compere,  Frangois 
Roubicu,  Bartiiiilem}'  Piaclial,  Etieune  Lilcasse,  Julian  Raclial,  and  Antoine  Bartliolomy  Raclial, 
reported : 

That  these  claims,  nr  a  majority  of  them  at  least,  appear,  from  the  petitions  and  the  testimony  adduced 
in  support  of  the  claims,  to  be  entitled  to  the  ecpiity  of  Congress.  The  committee,  however,  are  not  satis- 
fied that  the  testimony  in  support  of  the  claims  is  such  as  ought  to  be  fully  relied  upon,  there  being  no 
evidence  before  the  committee  in  relation  to  the  character  of  the  witnesses  for  truth  and  veracity.  There 
is,  indeed,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  .some  suspicion  thrown  over  the  evidence  sustaining  the  peti- 
tioners' claims  from  the  fact  that  these  petitioners  seem  to  have  sworn  generally  for  each  other.  The 
evidence  would  seem  to  convey  the  idea  "  if  you  will  swear  for  me  I  will  swear  for  you."  It  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  committee  to  prepare  and  submit  a  bill  authorizing  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office 
in  the  section  of  C(U)ntry  where  these  lands  lie  to  collect  the  testimony  in  these  and  cases  similarly 
situated  and  report  tlieir  opinions  with  the  evidence  to  Congress.  The  CLimuiittee  ask  to  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  these  petitions. 


23d  Congress.]  No.   1147.  [1st  Session-. 

ON    C  L  A  I  M    T  O    L  A  N  D    IN    L  0  U  I  S  I  A  N  A . 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPUESENT.VTIVES    JANUARY    8,    1834. 

Mr.  Mann,  from  the  f!ommittee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William  S. 

Cockerille,  reported : 

That  the  petitioner  claims  a  tract  of  land  of  si.x;  hundred  and  forty  acres,  as  the  assignee  bj'  several 
mesne  conveyances  of  one  Pierre  Carle,  in  that  part  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
called  "  The  Neutral  Territory." 

The  evidence  accompanying  the  petition  shows  that  previous  to  the  treaty  of  limits  between  the 
United  States  and  Spain  the  grantor,  from  whom  the  petitioner  claims,  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated 
a  tract  of  land  on  the  southwestern  side  of  Red  river,  about  twenty-one  miles  above  the  town  of  Natchi- 
toches, within  the  limits  of  the  Neutral  Territoiy,  as  designated  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  3, 1823, 
relative  to  the  land  titles  in  that  part  of  Louisiana,  and  the  act  supplementary  thereto,  and  that  such  land 
has  been  ever  since  continued  to  be  cultivated. 

The  committee  are  satisfied  that  tlie  evidence  produced  before  them  is  entitled  to  credit  by  tlie 
information  they  have  derived  from  Judge  Bullard,  a  member  of  this  Congress  from  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
and  are  of  opinion  tlnit  had  such  evidence  been  produced  before  the  commissioners  under  the  before- 
mentioned  acts  of  Con2:ress,  this  claim  would  have  been  admitted  and  confirmed.  They  therefore  report 
a  bill. 


23d  Congress.]  No.  1148.  [1st  Ses.sion. 

OX    CLAIM    FOR    FIVE    YEARS'    HALF-PAY    IX    LIEU    OF   BOUNTY    LAXD. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    .TANUARY    8,     1834. 

Mr.  Casey,   from  the  Committee   on   Private   Land   Claims,  to  wliom   was   referred   the   petition   of  Lois 

Robinson,  reported : 

That  the  petitioner  sets  forth  that  Zadock  Robinson,  now  deceased,  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  as  an  artificer  in  a  corps  of  eno-ineers,  on  the  1st  of  March,  1813,  for  during  the  war,  and 
that  he  died  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  on  the  22d  day  of  December,  1814.  The  petitioner  prays 
that  Congress  may  i)ass  an  act  authorizing  her  to  receive  five  years'  half-pay,  in  lieu  of  bounty  lands, 
which  the  petitioner  considers  her  husband  was  justly  entitled  to.  By  referring  to  the  act  of  Congress 
approved  December  12,  1812,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  act  does  not  entitle  tlie  description  of  corps  to  which 
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the  hiishand  of  the  ]ictitionci-  hrl(iii,!;-(Ml  Id  lidunty  laiuls,  iinr  yet  live  years'  lialf  pay;  tliry  were  iinividcd 
tor  othorwise.  The  iiiunthly  [lay  ut  an  artiliccr  was  thirteen  dollars  jier  iih.ndi,  while  the  |)ri\ate  suldier 
who  bolong-ed  to  the  reyiihir  line,  sul)jei-t  to  all  the  rules  and  ref;-Mlations  nl'  tlie  artieles  id'  war,  liahle  lo 
encounter  all  the  diftieulties  and  danj;-ers  of  a.  warf'arint;-  life,  only  receive<l  eis"ht  dollars  per  month.  The 
committee  are  ot'  opinion  that  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  would  be  estahlishint;-  a  iireeedeni 
well  calculated  to  derange  the  enactments  of  Congress  heretofore  made  for  the  lienefd  of  those-  who  wei'e 
engaged  in  the  service  of  their  country  during  the  late  war  with  (Jreat  Britain. 


23d  CoN-GREg.s.]  No.   1149.  [1st  .Se.ssio.\- 

ON    THE    SUBJECT    OF    P  1!  K  -  E  M  I'T  1  O  N     RKMITS    IX    L  O  T  ]  S  I  .V  \  A  . 

COMMl'XIC.^TF.n    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    HE1>RESE.VT.\TIVES    J.\.\C.\RV    'J,     1834. 

Mr.  C.vvE  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  documents  from 
the  General  Land  Office  relative  to  certain  pre-emption  rights,  reported: 

That  under  the  pre-emption  law  of  April  5,  1832,  and  the  act  of  June  15,  1832,  granting  to  proprietors 
of  front  lands  in  Louisiana  the  right  to  enter  their  back  lands,  a  number  of  persons  in  tlie  southeastern 
district  of  Louisiana  entered  their  claims,  made  the  requisite  proofs,  and  paid  the  purchase  money  in  the 
office  of  the  register  and  receiver  at  New  Orleans,  and  a  report  of  the  same  was  duly  made  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury;  that  among  the  )jers(jns  claiming  the  benefit  of  the  pre-emption  law  of  April  5,  1832, 
were  divers  individuals  resident  on  the  Bayou  St.  Vincent,  in  sections  110  and  143,  in  township  13,  range 
14  cast,  whose  tracts  were  resurveyed,  under  the  authority  of  the  surveyor  general,  so  as  to  endirace 
their  several  improvements,  and  a  corrected  plat  thereof  transmitted  to  the  General  Land  Office. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee  the  aforesaid  pre-emptii)ns  were  in  accordance  witli  the  intentions  of 
the  acts  of  Congress,  and  the  ends  of  justice  require  they  should  be  approved,  and  they  accordingly 
report  a  bill. 


Surveyor  Gexer.\i,'s  Office,  Donahhoncllh',  January  1,  1833. 

Sir:  I  herewith  tran.smit  my  quarterly  accounts  for  the  last  quarter  of  1832.  The  disbursement 
account  contains  the  amount  paid  T.  J.  Collins  for  the  survey  of  private  claims  in  township  1  and  3  east 
in  the  St.  Helena  district.  The  notes  have  been  examined  and  approved,  the  plats  protracted,  and  tripli- 
cate separate  plats  prepared.  Before  transmitting  them,  however,  I  wished  to  procure  the  decision  of  the 
register  and  receiver  in  a  ca.se  of  confliction,  which  has  not  j-et  been  obtained.  I  am  bold  tii  saj'  tliat  if 
the  same  time  and  attention  wdiich  the  examination  of  these  surveys  has  cost  had  been  expended,  in  pro- 
portion, on  the  examination  of  all  the  work  in  that  district,  something  might  have  been  lost  in  despatch, 
but  much  would  have  been  gained  in  accuracy. 

There  is  a  small  balance  in  my  favor  in  the  account  for  disbursements.  The  postmaster  being  absent, 
I  am  unable  to  procure  the  necessary  certificate  for  the  postage  account,  which  is,  accordingly,  not 
included  in  the  accounts  now  transmitted.  I  have  also  procured  from  New  Orleans  some  stationery, 
&c.,  for  the  use  of  the  office,  which  will  be  charged  in  the  next  account 

I  will  have  the  connected  map,  exhibiting  all  the  surveys  which  have  been  returned  to  this  office, 
made  out  immediately.  I  am  very  sorry  not  to  have  been  sufficiently  aware  of  tlie  impijrtance  of  your 
being  furnished  with  such  a  map,  or  it  would  certainly  have  been  ready  before  this.  You  cannot  well 
form  an  idea  of  the  continual  interruptions  we  have  been  subjected  to  for  the  last  six  months  from  visitors 
and  correspondents,  and  the  trouble  and  loss  of  time  consequent  on  their  inquiries.  It  is  possible  that 
the  business  of  the  office  might  advance  with  more  celerity.  I  can  only  say  tliat  I  do,  to  the  fnll  measure 
of  my  faculties,  all  I  can  to  accelerate  its  advancement.  The  best  clerical  assistance  that  could  be  had 
has  been  procured;  and  that  I  am  a  good  economist  of  time,  will  appear  from  the  fact  that  the  office  is 
always  open  from  morning  till  night,  and  that  the  clerks  are  employed  during  that  time  without  intermis- 
sion, except  that  which  is  requireil  for  their  dinner. 

I  transmit  a  resurvey  of  part  of  tow^iiship  13,  range  14  east,  (southeastern  district,)  which  was  made 
for  the  accommodation  of  a  number  of  settlers  on  Bayou  St.  Vincent,  at  the  earnest  request  of  Mr.  White, 
the  representative  in  Congress  from  this  district.  The  conditions  on  which  I  consented  to  order  the 
resurvey  were,  that  the  expense  of  making  it  should  be  defrayed  by  the  settlers,  and  that  it  should  be 
submitted  to  you  for  approval.  The  settlers  are  honest,  hard-working,  bona  fide  cultivators  of  the  soil, 
and  have  cleared  the  land  and  made  the  improvements  thereon  with  the  labor  of  their  own  hands.  Upon 
their  securing  a  full  and  legal  right  to  the  land  thus  improved  depends  the  moderate  share  of  comfort  and 
independence  enjoyed  by  these  worthy  people;  and  if  the  sectional  divisions  be  adhered  to,  they  will  bo 
debarred  from  p'urchasing.  As  the  mode  of  laying  out  lots  on  bayous  is  authorized  by  law,  I  presume 
the  resurvey  will  be  approved  bj'  you. 

The  transmission  of  copies  of  contracts  entered  into  recently  with  deputy  surveyors  has  been  delayed 
by  discovering  an  important  omission  in  one  of  them  which  reiulered  it  defective.  The  defect  lias  since 
been  corrected,  and  they  will  be  forwarded  iinmcdiatcly. 

A  certificate  of  purchase  in  favor  of  the  register  at  Ouachita,  accompanied  by  the  duplicate  receipt 

of  the  receiver,  is  herewith  enclosed.     The  accounts  of  Eightor  and  others  are  being  examined,  and  tho 

subjects  of  your  recent  communications  will  be  attended  to  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am,  &c., 

H.  B.  TRIST,  Survryor  General 

John  M.  Moore,  Esq.,  Acting  Commissioner  of  tlie  General  Land  Office. 
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General  Land  Office,  Blarch  7,  1833. 

Sir:  The  act  of  Congress  approved  July  4,  1832,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  final  adjustment  of  the 
claims  to  lands  in  the  southeastern  district  ot  Louisiana,"  section  4,  declares  that  "  the  sales  of  land  in  the 
said  southeastern  district,  by  public  auction  or  private  entry,  shall  be  suspended  until  after  the  1st  day 
of  July,  1833." 

The  act  of  April  5,  1832,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  several  laws  for  the  sale  of  public 
lands,"  provides  that  "all  actual  settlers,  l)eing  housekeepers,  upon  the  public  lands  shall  have  the  right 
of  pre-emption  to  cuter,  within  six  months  after  the  passage  of  tliis  act,  not  exceeding  the  quantity  of  one- 
half  quarter  section,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  to  include  his  of  their  improvements,  under  such 
regulations  as  have  been  or  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,"  &c. 

The  act  of  Congress  approved  June  15,  1832,  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  inhabitants  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana  to  enter  the  back  lands,"  grants  to  the  owners  of  private  confirmed  claims  bordering 
on  any  river,  creek,  bayou,  or  watercourse,  and  not  exceeeding  in  depth  forty  arpents,  French  measure, 
the  ri"-ht  to  a  preference  in  becoming  the  purchaser  of  any  vacant  tract  of  land  adjacent  to  and  back  of 
liis  own  tract,  not  exceeding  forty  arpents,  French  measure,  in  depth,  nor  in  quantity  of  land  that  which  is 
contained  in  his  own  tract. 

The  act  of  April  5,  1832,  ceased  to  confer  the  pre-emption  privilege  on  the  6th  October  following. 

Tlie  act  of  July  4,  1832,  stayed  all  public  sales  and  private  entries  in  tlie  southeastern  district  until 
after  July  1,  1833.  Hence  all  pre-emptions,  whether  of  back  tracts  or  other  lands,  granted  at  New 
Orleans  after  July  4,  1832,  and  prior  to  July  1,  1833,  cannot  be  recegnized  under  the  existing  provisions 
of  law. 

The  following  are  the  cases  which  have  been  reported  to  this  office  by  the  register  at  New  Orleans, 
which  cannot  be  recognized: 


Name. 

Date  of  sale. 

Tracts. 

Pre-emption  under  act  of  April  5, 1832. 
Josenh  Barbier 

July    9,   1832 

July  11,  1832 

Sept.  21,1832 

Sept.  28,  1832 

Oct.     5,  1832 

Oct.   24,  1832 

Dec.      1,1832 

E.^  NE.i  sec.  55,  township  12,  range  13  E. 
W.|  NW.J,  sec.  36,  town.  12,  range  15  E. 
Lot  No.  6,  sec.  32,  town.  12,  range  13  E. 

Manupl  Acosta 

Auguste  ftoger 

Jno  Clias  Navarre 

Lots  1  and  8,  sec.  110,  town.  14,  range  16  E. 

Francis  Barillaud,  jr 

E.-^  SE.i,  sec.  12,  township  13,  range  13  E. 

Section  49,  township  12,  range  14  E. 
Sections  81  &  82,  township  14,  range  16  E. 

Back  pre-emptions. 

In  relation  to  the  anomalous  survey  of  the  ten  tracts  on  the  Bayou  St.  Vincent,  designated  on  the 
accompanying  plat  copied  by  Mr.  Cenas  from  one  furnished  to  him  by  the  surveyor  general,  I  have  to 
inform  you  that  there  is  no  law  under  which  the  department  can  sanction  such  survey. 

As  the  situation  of  those  settlers  who  claim  the  benefits  of  the  pre-emption  law  of  April  5,  1832,  is 
deemed  peculiarly  hard,  I  would  have  been  happy  to  relieve  them  had  the  existing  provisions  of  law  vested 
any  discretionary  power  in  such  cases. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  would  recommend  an  application  to  Congress,  at  its  next  session,  for 
the  sanction  of  the  anomalous  survey,  after  which  sanction  the  parties  can  complete  their  payments  and 
procure  their  certificates  from  the  register  at  New  Orleans.     I  would  also  recommend   an   application  to 
Congress  for  the  sanction  of  tlie  pre-emption  rights  designated  in  this  letter. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELIJAH  HAYWARD. 

Hon.  E.  D.  White. 


Surveyor  General's  Office,  Donaldsonville,  October  3,  1833. 

De,\r  Sir:  I  herewith  fijrward  you  a  plat  of  an  anomalous  survey  of  a  part  of  township  13,  range  14, 
made  at  the  urgent  request  of  Mr.  E.  D.  White,  who  undertakes  to  have  it  approved  by  the  Commissioner, 
or,  should  the  Commissioner  object,  by  the  fiat  of  Congress. 

The  survey  was  made  in  the  benevolent  view  of  enabling  a  number  of  poor  settlers  to  obtain  the 
land  settled,  cultivated,  and  improved  by  them,  but  which  the  necessity  of  conforming  to  the  sectional 
divisions  prevents  them  from  now  entering.  The  poor  people's  salvation  in  this  world  is  at  stake,  as  the 
loss  of  their  land  would  bring  ruin  upon  them. 

The  affidavits  made  out  in  conformity  with  the  subdivisions   and  numbers  of  the  new  survey  are,  I 
believe,  to  be  left  with  you;  perhaps  the  money  deposited.     The  sale  to  be  consummated  when  the  survey 
shall  be  approved.     Mr.  Cobb,  tlie  bearer  of  this,  is  the  agent  of  the  settlers  in  this  business. 
Very  respectfully,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

H.  B.  TRIST. 

H.  B.  Cenas,  Esq.,  Eegisler,  d-c,  New  Orleans. 


Extract  of  a  letter  f  ram  H.  B.  Cenas,  register  of  the  land  office  at  Neic  Orleans,  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 

General  Land  Office,  dated  November  15,  1832. 
"  On  the  oth  of  last  month,  the  day  upon  which  the  pre-emption  privilege  accorded  by  the  act  of  5th 
April  last  expired  by  limitation,  I  received  a  letter  from  H.  B.  Trist,  esq.,  surveyor  general  of  this  State, 
transmitting  '  a  plat  of  an  anomalous  survey,'  made  at  the  request  of  Mr.  E.  D.  White,  for  certain  pur- 
poses so  fuliy  stated  by  Mr.  Trist  that  I  have  deemed  it  best  to  transmit  you  a  copy  of  his  letter  in  full, 
which  I  herewith  accordingly  do.  Tlie  applications  of  the  individuals  mentioned,  (ten  in  number,)  accom- 
panied by  tlie  necessary  affidavits,  I  liave  filed  away,  and  hold  subject  to  your  decision." 
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TrvEAsniY  Di-PARTMKNT,  Jtiniinri/  2S,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  23d  instant,  submitting-  for  tho  approl.iation  of  the  ik-partnipnt  tin-  case  of  a 
resurvey  of  part  of  township  13,  range  U,  by  H.  B.  Trist,  esq.,  transniitteil  to  the  register  at  New 
Orleans,  is  received. 

The  act  of  tho  11th  February,  1805,  directs  the  public  lands  to  bo  divided  into  sections,  half  sections, 
quarter  sections,  and  fractional  sections,  and  prescribes  rules  for  tho  estalilishment  of  corners  ami 
dividing  lines  thereof.  For  such  of  the  public  lands  in  Louisiana  as  are  adjacent  to  rivers,  lakes,  creeks 
bayous,  or  watercourses,  a  diflcrent  rule  of  survey  is  authorized  by  the  act  of  March  1,  1811,  Altliou"-l'i 
boundary  lines  are  made  by  that  act  to  depend  on  the  nature  of  the  countrj',  yet  it  is  directed  that  tho 
quantity  contained  in  each  tract  shall  be  regulated  by  given  dimensions,  so  "far  as  may  bo  practicable 
and  convenient.  By  a  subsequent  act,  approved  May  24,  1824,  aiiothor  rule  is  authorized  to  be  ol.iserved 
in  the  survey  of  lands  thus  situated,  wlien,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  a  departure  from  the  ordinary 
mode  would  subserve  tho  interests  of  the  pulilic.  In  this,  however,  as  in  the  other  acts  referred  to,  a 
due  regard  is  enjoined  as  to  quantity  and  uuifonnity  in  the  surveys,  and  it  will  be  soon  that  in  none  of 
them  is  there  any  discretion  given  to  deviate  from  the  subdivision  therein  authorized.  So  also  in  the 
supplementary  act  approved  April  5,  1832,  directing  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  in  minor  subdivisions 
than  were  before  authorized.  It  is  therein  directed  that  the  lines  of  such  subdivision  shall  run  east  and 
west;  that  the  corners  and  contents  thereof  shall  be  ascertained  in  the  manner  and  on  tho  principles 
directed  by  the  act  of  February  11,  1805,  and  that  fractional  sections,  in  like  manner,  as  nearly  as  may 
bo  practicable,  be  subdivided  into  quarter  sections  under  regulations  to  bo  proscribed  Ijy  this  department. 

Viewing  the  survey  transmitted  for  the  approbation  of  the  department  as  repugnant  to  the  act  last 
referred  to,  and  anomalous  in  every  particular,  inasmuch  as  from  the  plat  thereof,  enclosed  with  j-our 
letter,  it  embraces  no  more  than  tlie  half  of  an  entire  section  and  the  whole  of  a  fractional  section,  while 
it  cuts  the  former  into  six  and  tho  latter  into  ten  subdivisions,  varying  from  three  to  eighty-three  acres 
in  quantity;  and  moreover,  as  its  confirmation  would  disturb  surveys  already  made  and  returned,  it 
cannot,  consistently  with  these  views,  be  approved.  The  papers  received  with  your  letter  are  returned. 
I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

LOUIS  McLAXE,  Secretary  of  the  Treasurij. 

CojiMissioxEE  of  the  General  Land  Office. 


GEXER.ii,  L.\XD  Office,  January  4,  1834. 

Sir:  Herewith  is  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  map  of  resurvey,  and  copies  of  the  correspondence  to 
which  you  referred,  respecting  certain  lands  claimed  by  pre-emption  right  in  the  southeastern  district  of 
Louisiana. 

I  have  tho  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  MOORE. 
Hon.  E.  D.  White. 

ToKTiship  13,  range  13  east.  Township  13,  range  14  east. 
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Table  of  conte.nts. 


Lots. 

Section. 

Kange. 

Township. 

Area. 

1 

110 

14 

13 

15.70 

2 

110 

14 

13 

83.50 

3 

110 

14 

13 

65.19 

4 

no 

14 

13 

61.34 

5 

no 

14 

13 

32.10 

(> 

no 

14 

13 

3.36 

1 

no 

14 

13 

10.35 

8 

no 

14 

13 

14.19 

i) 

no 

14 

13 

20.60 

10 

no 

14 

13 

46.65 

1 

143 

14 

13 

41.01 

2 

143 

14 

13 

14.08 

3 

143 

14 

13 

64 .  15 

4 

143 

14 

13 

12.81 

5 

143 

14 

13 

16.14 

6 

143 

14 

13 

20.00 

Surveyor  General's  Office,  Donaldsonville,  October  3,  1832. 

The  preceding  map  of  part  of  township  No.  13  of  range  No.  14  cast,  in  the  sontheastern  district,  is 
strictly  conformable  to  the  field-notes  of  the  resurvey  thereof,  on  file  in  this  office,  which  have  been 
examined  and  approved.     The  resurvey  was  made  by  William  H.  Cobb,  deputy  surveyor,  September  29, 

1832 

H.  B.  TKIST,  Surveyor  General. 


23d   Congress. 1 


No.  1150. 


[1st  Session. 


ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    ARKANSAS. 

COMMUNICATED   TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANU.\RY    9,    1834. 

Mr.  Clay,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William  Enos, 

reported: 

The  petitioner  was  a  siildicr  in  the  late  war.  As  such  tiierc  was  granted  to  him  the  northeast 
quarter  section  thirty-six,  of  township  three  north,  in  range  two  cast,  in  the  tracts  appropriated  for  military 
bounties  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

Tlic  petitioner  states  in  his  ailidavit  that  he  is  still  the  rightful  owner  of  the  said  quarter  section  of 
land,  and  that  he  removed  to  Arkansas  with  the  intention  of  settling  upon  the  same;  and  he  furnishes 
evidence  (the  certificate  of  Mr.  Strong,  the  sherifl'  and  collector  of  taxes,  St.  Francis  county)  that  in  the 
j'ears  1828  and  1829  he  paid  the  territorial  tax  on  the  same.  James  Standle  and  John  L.  McCrery  swear 
that  they  have  been  upon  the  land  and  found  it  unfit  for  cultivation;  a  very  small  portion  of  the  same, 
and  that  in  small  detached  parcels  of  from  one  to  two  and  three  acres,  and  sometimes  four,  might  be 
cultivated. 

The  petitioner  asks  to  surrender  this  quarter  section  of  laud  to  the  United  States,  and  tenders  a  deed 
relinquishing  the  same,  and  to  be  permitted  to  enter  in  lieu  thereof,  within  the  military  district,  a  quarter 
section  fit  for  cultivation. 

If  the  proof  is  to  be  credited,  (and  there  is  nothing  presented  to  the  committee  which  would 
authorize  them  to  doubt  the  evidence,)  this  is  not  such  land  as  the  government  promised  to  give  this 
soldier  when  he  enlisted  in  the  service  of  his  country.  Cases  of  this  description  have  heretofore  been 
presented  to  Congress,  and  in  every  instance  where  the  applicant  was  himself  the  soldier  to  whom  the 
bounty  land  was  granted,  and  furnished  evidence  of  his  intention  to  settle  in  the  country  where  the  land 
lies,  (such  as  asked  in  this  case,)  relief  has  been  granted.  This  land  seems  to  have  been  sold  for  taxes, 
but  subsequently  redeemed.     The  committee  therefore  report  a  bill  for  his  relief. 
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I  ST  Session  . 


ON  THE  SUBJECT  OF  MAKING  A  GRANT  OF  LAND  TO  LOUISIANA  IN  AID  OF  INTERNAL 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

COMMCNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    .lAXTARY    It,    1834. 

Mr.  Leavitt,  from  the  committee  to  wliom  was  referred  tlic  resolution  of  tlie  House  adopted  on  the  2:]d  of 
December,  instructing-  them  to  inquire  "into  the  expediency  and  justice  of  granting  to  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  in  aid  of  internal  improvements,  the  same  extent  of  land  wliich  has  iieretofore  been  "-ranted 
by  Congress  to  other  western  States,  and  particularly  to  the  State  of  Alabama,"  reported: 

That  in  the  investigation  of  tlic  subject  committed  to  them  by  the  foregoing  resolution  they  deemed 
it  proper,  in  the  first  place,  to  inquire  what  grants  (if  land  have  been  made  to  any  of  the  western  States 
for  purposes  of  internal  improvements,  and  upon  what  principles,  and  upon  what  conditions,  such  grants 
have  heretofore  received  the  sanction  of  Congress.  This  examination  has  proved  tiiat  in  no  instance  has 
Congress  authorized  a  donation  of  land  to  a  State  for  the  purpose  above  stated,  without  a  designation  of 
the  specific  object  to  which  it  was  to  be  applied.  It  is  true  that  liberal  grants  have  been  made  to  the 
States  of  Illinois,  Indiana,  Alabama,  and  Ohio,  but  in  all  of  them  the  principle  liere  indicated  has  been 
strictly  adhered  to,  and  restrictions  and  conditions  have  been  imposed  to  secure  the  prompt  and  faithful 
application  of  the  grants  to  the  specified  objects. 

By  an  act  of  March  2,  IHil,  a  quantity  of  land  equal  to  one-half  of  live  sections  in  widtli  on  each 
side  of  the  land,  reserving  each  alternate  section  to  the  United  States,  was  granted  to  the  State  of  Illinois 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  canal  to  connect  the  waters  of  the  Illinois  river  with  those  of  Lake  Michigan. 
This  act  contains  a  provision  that  the  canal,  when  completed,  shall  forever  remain  a  pulilic  highway  for 
the  government,  without  any  charge  of  toll;  and,  moreover,  that  the  canal  shall  be  commenced  witiiin  five 
and  be  completed  within  twenty  years  from  the  passage  of  the  act. 

Simultaneously  with  the  enactment  of  the  foregoing  law,  another,  containing  similar  provisions  and 
restrictions,  was  passed,  making  a  grant  to  the  State  of  Indiana  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  canal  to 
connect  the  waters  of  the  Wabash  with  those  of  Lake  Erie. 

Bj'  an  act  of  May  23,  1828,  four  hundred  thousand  acres  of  the  relinquished  lands  in  certain  counties 
in  the  State  of  Alabama  were  granted  to  that  State,  to  be  applied  to  the  improvement  of  the  navigation 
of  the  Muscle  shoals  and  Colbert's  shoals,  in  the  Tennessee  river,  and  such  other  parts  of  said  river  as  the 
legislature  should  direct,  with  a  condition  that  the  State  should  commence  said  improvements  within  two 
j'ears,  and  complete  them  within  ten  years  from  the  passage  of  the  act. 

By  an  act  of  Maj'  24,  1828,  a  grant  similar  to  those  made  to  Illinois  and  Indiana,  and  with  similar 
conditions  and  restrictions,  was  made  to  the  State  of  Ohio  to  aid  in  extending  the  Miami  canal  from  Dayton 
to  the  Miami  river.  By  the  fifth  section  of  the  same  act  a  further  grant  of  five  hundred  thousand  acres  of 
land  was  made  to  the  State  of  Ohio  to  aid  in  paying  the  debts  contracted  by  the  State,  or  which  should 
thereafter  be  contracted  in  the  construction  of  her  canals  then  authorized  by  law,  with  a  proviso  that  such 
canals  should  be  completed  within  seven  years  from  the  approval  of  the  act. 

In  all  the  instances  referred  to  it  is  most  obvious  that  Congress  had  in  C(mtemplation  the  precise 
object  of  the  grants,  and  that  this  had  a  controlling  influence  upon  their  action.  In  determining  upon  the 
expediency  of  a  grant,  they  rightfully  adjudged  that  its  specific  object  should  be  presented,  to  enable  them 
to  decide  upon  the  nature  and  character  of  the  work  in  the  construction  of  which  they  were  called  upon  to 
aid.  They  have  also  deemed  it  judicious  and  proper  to  impose  conditions  having  for  their  object  the 
completion  of  the  works  within  some  reasonable  and  specified  time.  And  in  those  cases  in  which  they 
have  granted  the  alternate  sections  along  the  route  of  a  canal,  one  object  of  the  grant  has  been  obviously 
to  promote  the  sales  and  enhance  the  value  of  the  public  lands  which  did  not  pass  under  the  grant.  " 

From  this  review  of  the  past  legislation  of  Congress  on  this  subject  it  will  be  apparent  that  to 
authorize  the  grant  contemplated  by  the  resolution  under  consideration,  for  tlie  general  and  undefined 
purpose  of  internal  improvement  within  the  State  of  Louisiana,  would  not  only  be  in  violation  of  the 
principles  heretofore  sanctioned  by  Congress,  but,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  would  be  unwise  and 
impolitic.     The  committee,  therefore,  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Eesolved,  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  authorize  the  grant  contemplated  by  the  foregoing  resolution, 
and  that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the  furtlier  consideration  thereof. 


23d  Congress.]  No.  1152.  [IsT  Session. 

ON  CLAIM  TO  LAND  IN  ALABAMA. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOrSE  OF  REl'RESENTATIVES  JANUARY   10,    1834. 

Mr.  Clav,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  tlie  petition  of  William  K.  PauUing, 

of  Alabama,  reported: 

The  petitioner  sets  forth  that  he  was  entitled  to  the  right  of  pre-emption  of  a  quarter  section  of  land, 
to  wit,  the  northeast  (piarter  of  section  twent.v-eight,  township  eighteen,  of  range  four  west,  in  the 
Huntsvillo  land  district;  that  some  of  his  neighbors  having  applied  at  the  Huntsville  land  office  to  enter 
their  land  and  failed,  because  the  register  and  receiver  did  not  consider  them  within  said  district,  the 
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petitioner  applied  to  enter  said  quarter  section  at  the  Tuscaloosa  land  office;  that  the  register  of  that 
office  -bein"-  in  doubt  whether  it  belonged  to  the  Tuscaloosa  district,  said  he  would  first  write  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Laud  Office  for  information,  and  notify  petitioner  when  it  was  obtained;  that 
the  re"-ister  of  said  office  afterwards  wrote  to  the  petitioner  that  he  would  receive  his  application,  the 
time  allowed  for  such  entries  being  about  to  expire,  but  when  petitioner  arrived  at  Tuscaloosa,  he  found 
instructions  had  just  been  received  from  the  General  Land  Office  that  application  must  be  made  to  enter 
said  quarter  section  at  the  Huntsville  land  office.  The  time  was  then  too  short  to  enable  him  to  go  to 
Iluntsville   and  he  lost  the  benefit  of  his  pre-emption.     The  said  quarter  section  is  yet  unsold. 

John  H.  Vincent,  esq.,  register  of  the  land  office  at  Tuscaloosa,  certifies  "that  the  facts  set  forth  in 

the  petition  are  true."  ^     , -n  <•     xu  ^ 

The  committee  believe  the  petitioner  entitled  to  relief,  and  therefore  report  a  bill  lor  that  purpose. 


23d   Congress.]  Xo.    1153.  [1st  Session. 

RESOLUTIONS  OF  OHIO  ADVERSE  TO  THE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  PROCEEDS  OF  THE 
SALES  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS  AMONG  THE  SEVERAL  STATES. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  JANUARY  13,   1834. 

PREAMBLE  AND  RESOLUTIONS  of  the  legislature  of  Ohio  relating  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  the  distribution 

of  the  public  domain. 

Whereas  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  will  attempt  to  obtain  a 
renewal  of  its  charter  at  the  present  session  of  Congress;  and  whereas  it  is  abundantly  evident  that  said 
bank  has  exercised  powers  derogatory  to  the  spirit  of  our  free  institutions,  and  dangerous  to  the  liberties 
of  these  United  States;  and  whereas  there  is  just  reason  to  doubt  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  to 
grant  acts  of  incorporation  for  banking  purposes  out  of  the  District 'of  Columbia;  and  whereas  we  believe 
the  proper  disposal  of  the  public  lands  to  be  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  people  of  these  United  States, 
and  tliat  honor  and  good  faith  require  their  equitable  distribution:    Therefore — 

Resolved  by  the  general  osseinbbj  of  the  Stale  of  Ohio,  That  we  consider  the  removal  of  the  public 
deposits  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  as  required  by  the  best  interests  of  our  country,  and  that  a 
proper  sense  of  public  duty  imperiously  demands  that  that  institution  should  be  no  longer  used  as  a 
depository  of  the  public  funds. 

Resolved,  also,  That  wc  view  with  decided  disapprobation  the  renewed  attempts  in  Congress  to  secure 
the  passage  of  the  bill  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  public  domain  upon  the  principles  proposed  by 
Mr.  Clay,  inasmuch  as  we  believe  that  such  a  law  would  be  unequal  in  its  operations  and  unjust  in  its 
results. 

Resolved,  also.  That  we  heartily  approve  of  the  principles  set  forth  in  the  late  veto  message  upon  that 
subject;  and, 

Resolved,  That  our  senators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  our  representatives  requested,  to  use 
their  influence  to  prevent  the  rechartering  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  to  sustain  the  administration 
in  its  removal  of  the  public  deposits;  and  to  oppose  the  passage  of  a  land  bill  containing  the  principles 
adopted  in  the  act  upon  that  subject  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  transmit  copies  of  the  foregoing  preample  and  resolutions 
to  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress. 

JOHN  H.  K'EITH,  Sjjeaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
DAVID  T.  DISNEY,  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

January  2,  1834. 


23d  Congress.]  No.    1154.  [1st  Session. 

APPLICATION    OF  ARKANSAS    FOR   THE    ESTABLISHMENT    OF  A  NEW  LAND    OFFICE  AT 

HELENA,  IN  THAT  TERRITORY. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF   REPRESENTATIVES  JANUARY  13,   1834. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled: 

Wc,  the  general  assembly  of  the  Territorj'  of  Arkansas,  your  memorialists,  would  represent  unto 
your  honorable  bodies  that  we  labor  under  great  inconvenience  and  many  disadvantages  for  the  want  of 
a  land  office  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  Territory;  that  the  settlement  of  this  fertile  section  of  the  country 
is  greatly  retarded  for  the  want  of  the  same,  and  the  great  inconvenience  in  going  to  and  irom  the  land 
offices  at  Little  Rock  and  Batesville,  where  all  the  lands  in  this  section  of  the  Territory  are  subject  to 
entry  or  location.  A  great  portion  of  the  land.s  lie  on  the  Mississippi  river,  and  are  of  the  first  quality. 
Thousands  of  persons  pass  up  and  down  this  great  stream  who  would  become  owners  of  land,  provided 
a  land  office  was  located  on  the  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  but  who  are  prevented  from  doing  so  in  conse- 
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quencc  of  the  difficulties  that  would  have  to  be  surm.mntcd,  in  n.nsoqneiice  ol"  thr  wilderness  state  ,,f  ihc 
couuti-y,  and  the  searcity  of  roads  leadin.a;  to  the  hmd  ollircs  at  Little  K^ek  and  lialcsvilh'.  The  extent 
of  country  (emhracing  five  counties)  that  Inirders  tlie  Mississippi  is  alw)ut  four  hundreil  miles  in  len^-lh 
Your  memorialists  wotdd  therefore  pray  your  honorable  bodies  to  form  and  establish  a  new  land 
district  in  the  eastern  part  cf  the  Territory,  to  embrace  the  counties  of  St.  Francis  and  .Monroe,  (which'  lie 
immediately  in  the  rear  of  Phillips  and  Crittenden  counties,)  the  counties  of  Mississi])|)i,  Crittenden, 
Phillijis,  Chicot,  and  all  that  portion  of  Arkansas  county  which  fronts  the  Mississipi)i  river,  and  as  far 
back  as  to  White  river;  thence  with  said  river  to  the  cut^ilf;  thence  throu,i;-h  the  same  to  tl'ie  .\rkansas 
river;  thence  with  said  river  to  the  line  between  ranges  two  and  three;  and  thence  with  said  line  t^i  the 
Louisiana  State  line.  Your  memorialists  would  desip,-nate  Helena,  on  the  bank  of  thr  Mississippi  riv<'r, 
as  being-  the  most  eligible  point  for  the  location  of  the  land  office  for  said  district,  it  being  (Miuidistant 
from  the  extreme  points  of  said  land  distrit-t,  and  thi^  facilities  of  appmaching  the  same  beiu"-  "-reatcr 
than  at  any  other  point. 

And  your  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pra}',  ic. 

JOHN  ^\'ILSON,  Speaivr  of  the  Ikni^e  uf  Representatives. 

JOHX   WILLIAMSON,  President  of  the  Legislative  Council. 


Approved  November  8,  1S33. 


JOHN  POPE. 


Gexkr.il  L.vn'd  Office,  Janiianj  24,  ls:j4. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  return  the  memorial  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  Territory  uf  Arkansas, 
enclosed  in  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  requesting  the  establishment  uf  another  land  district  in  that 
Territory,  to  embrace  the  whole  of  the  Mississippi  front  of  the  Territory. 

The  act  of  June,  1832,  established  two  additional  land  districts  in  that  Territory,  and  altered  the 
boundaries  of  the  two  districts  previously  existing.  Under  the  present  organization,  all  tlie  lands  on  and 
in  the  rear  of  the  Mississippi,  situated  mirth  of  the  mouth  of  tlie  river  St.  Francis,  are  subject  to  sale  at 
Batesville,  and  the  lands  between  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Francis  and  the  northern  boundary  of  Louisiana  arc 
subject  to  sale  at  Little  Rock.  The  two  great  means  of  intercourse  between  the  interior  of  that  Territory 
and  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  are  the  Arkansas  river  and  the  road  opened  by  the  general  government 
westward  from  a  point  opposite  to  Memphis.  The  mouth  of  the  Arkansas  is  about  half  way  between  the 
northeastern  and  southeastern  corners  of  the  district,  embracing  the  lands  sold  at  Little  Kock,  and  that 
river  forms  an  easy  mode  of  access  to  that  land  office;  and  the  road  from  Memphis  to  the  interior  leaves 
the  Mississippi  at  a  point  nearly  equidistant  from  the  northeast  and  southeast  corners  of  the  district  of 
lands  subject  to  sale  at  Batesville,  and  is  the  course  which  persons  going  to  the  interior  from  the  banks 
of  the  Mississippi,  above  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Francis,  would  naturally  pursue. 

The  establishment  of  the  new  districts  and  the  alterations  in  the  boundaries  of  the  old  districts,  as 
made  bj'  the  act  of  1832,  involved  a  large  amount  of  labor  in  transcribing  and  transferring  the  records 
and  papers  of  the  old  offices.  That  labor  has  been  performed,  and  all  the  districts  are  now  in  operation; 
and  should  the  two  eastern  districts  bo  now  altered  ag'ain,  and  another  district' be  formed  out  of  the 
eastern  portions  of  those  districts,  it  will  be  again  necessary  to  transcribe  or  transfer  such  of  the  books 
and.  papers  as  may  relate  to  the  lands  within  such  new  district. 

The  land  district  proposed  in  the  memorial  is  stated  therein  to  have  a  front  of  about  four  hundred 
miles,  with  a  verj-  narrow  average  width,  and  for  about  one-third  of  this  front  that  width  will  not  exceed 
ten  or  ficelve  miles.  The  proposed  position  of  the  new  land  office  is  Helena,  a  town  a  few  miles  below  the 
mouth  of  the  St.  Francis,  and  having,  it  is  believed,  no  direct  intercourse  with  the  other  parts  of  the 
Territory  except  bj-  the  Mississippi  and  Arkansas  river.s  and  tlie  Memphis  road. 

The  division  gf  the  Territory  into  the  existing  districts  was  made  after  much  deliberation  on  the 
subject,  and  I  do  not  perceive  such  strong  representations  in  the  memorial  as  would  induce  me  to  recom- 
mend any  present  cliange  in  their  organization.  In  the  course  of  a  year  or  two  it  can  be  satisfactorily 
ascertained  whether  the  public  convenience  and  the  interests  of  government  will  be  benefited  b_y  the 
establishment  of  another  district,  embracing  the  lands  described  in  the  memorial,  or  wliether  the  desired 
results  could  not  be  obtained  by  the  removal  of  the  land  offices  now  at  Batesville  and  Little  Rock  to 
points  nearer  the  Mississippi,  and  I  would  therefore  think  that  the  establishment  of  another  district  at 
this  time  would  at  least  be  premature. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELIJAH  HAYWARD. 

Hon.  Joseph  Drxc.ix,  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  House  of  Eejiresenlatiues. 

All  the  lands  situate  east  of  the  following  boundaries,  viz:  Commencing  on  the  line  between  Louisiana 
and  Arkansas,  where  it  is  intersected  by  the  line  between  ranges  two  and  three  west;  thence  with  said 
range  line  to  the  northwest  corner  of  township  four  south,  range  two  west;  thenceeast  with  the  dividing 
line  between  townships  three  and  four  south  to  "the  meridian;  thence  with  the  meridian  line  to  the  nortli- 
west  corner  of  township  two  north,  range  one  east;  thence  with  the  dividing  line  between  townships  two 
and  three  north  to  the  St.  Francis  river;  thence  with  the  St.  Francis  river  to  the  north  boundary  of  tlie 
Territory  of  Arkansas. 
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23d  Congress.] 


No.    llf)5.  [1st  Session. 


ADVERSE   TO   A  CxRANT   OF   LAND   TO  THE  TOWN   OF  FERRYSBURG,   IN  THE  STATE  OP 

OHIO,  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  EDUCATION. 

COMMUXICATEII  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESE.VT.iTlVES  JA.NTARy   14,  1834. 

Mr.  Leavitt  from  the  Cijinniittoe  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  town  council 
of  the' town  of  Perrysburg,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying-  "Congress  to  grant  them,  for  purposes  of 
education,  all  the  lots  in  said  town  belonging  to  the  government,  and  also  those  lots  lying  below  said 
town  on  the  river  that  were  reserved  at  the  original  sale  for  military  purposes,"  reported: 

That  the  town  of  Perrysburg  was  laid  out  on  land  owned  by  the  government,  under  the  authority  of 
an  act  of  Congress  passed  on  the  '21th  of  April,  1816;  that  after  tlie  town  was  laid  out,  and  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  said  act,  the  lots  in  said  town  were  ottered  at  public  sale;  that  many  of  said  lots 
were  then  sold,  and  those  remaining  unsold  were  subject  to  sale  at  private  entry,  as  were  other  lands 
belonging  to  the  government;  that  on  the  7th  of  May,  1822,  an  act  of  Congress  was  passed  vesting  in  the 
commissioners  of  Wood  county  the  right  of  the  government  "  to  all  the  luisold  town  lots  and  out  lots  "  in 
said  town,  on  the  condition  that  the  county  seat  for  said  Wood  county  should  be  permanently  established 
at  said  town  of  Perrysburg.  It  also  appears  that  at  the  date  of  the  act  of  May  1,  1822,  a  part  of  the  lots 
in  said  town  which  had  been  previously  sold  had  been  relinquished  by  the  purchasers  or  forfeited  to  the 
United  States,  and  that  those  lots  were  again  ofiered  for  sale  by  the  government,  and  a  part  or  the  whole 
sold-  that  after  this  sale  these  relinquished  and  forfeited  lots  were  claimed  by  the  commissioners  of  Wood 
county  as  having  passed  to  the  county,  under  the  said  act  of  May  1,  1822;  and  that  the  then  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office  decided  that  said  lots  did  vest  in  the  county  of  Wood  in  virtue  of  said  act,  and 
that  the  sales  thereof  by  the  government  were  invalid;  and  in  conformity  with  that  decision,  on  the  24th 
of  July,  1821,  ho  directed  that  the  moneys  arising  from  such  sales  should  be  refunded  to  the  purchasers. 
It  moreover  appears  that  the  present  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  has  given  a  construction  to 
the  act  of  May,  1822,  opposed  to  that  given  to  it  by  his  predecessor.  The  present  Commissioner  maintains 
that  town  lots  which  at  the  date  of  said  act  had  been  sold,  but  had  been  relinquished  by  the  purchasers, 
or  had  been  forfeited  to  the  United  States,  cannot  be  considered  as  "unsold"  lots  within  the  meaning  of 
said  act,  and  did  not  therefore  pass  to  the  commissioners  of  Wood  county.  He  has  therefore  directed  the 
purchasers  of  said  lots  to  be  notiiied  that  the  sales  to  them  were  valid,  and  that  they  now  have  a  priority 
of  right  to  purchase  them. 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  there  is  an  existing  controversy  between  the  commissioners  of  Wood  county 
and  the  purchasers  of  the  relinquished  and  forfeited  lots,  involving  the  right  thereto,  which  may  require 
for  its  settlement  a  judicial  adjudication.  And,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  it  is  inexpedient  for 
Congress  further  to  interfere  in  the  disposal  of  said  lots  until  the  legal  right  thereto  shall  be  definitely 
decided. 

lienolved,  therefore,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer  of  said  petitioners,  and  that  the 
committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 


23d  Congress.]  No.    1156.  [1st  Session. 

ON  GRANTING  A  DUPLICATE  LAND  WARRANT  TO  THE  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  AN  OFFICER 

OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  JANUARY   15,    1834. 

Mr.  Baylies,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Rebecca 

Sampson  and  Harriet  Fish,  reported: 

That  the  petitioners  represent  that  Crocker  Sampson,  late  of  Kingston,  Massachusetts,  deceased,  was 
a  lieutenant  in  the  Massachusetts  line  of  the  revolutionary  army,  and  that  during  his  life  he  was  the  holder 
and  owner  of  a  military  bounty  land  warrant.  No.  1915,  for  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  that  the  said 
warrant  has  been  lost  by  accident;  that  the  petitioners,  together  with  Lucy  Sampson  and  Rebecca  Crocker, 
(wife  of  Zenas  Crocker,)  are  the  legal  heirs  of  said  Crocker  Sampson.  The  petitioners  pray  that  a  duplicate 
warrant  may  issue  for  said  two  hundred  acres  of  land. 

It  appears  that  a  warrant,  as  described  in  the  petition,  did  issue  to  said  Crocker  Sampson;  and  the 
committee  are  satisfied  from  the  evidence  in  the  case,  viz:  the  affidavit  of  the  said  Rebecca  Sampson,  and 
the  certificate  of  T.  P.  Beal,  esq.,  that  the  same  warrant  has  been  lost  or  destroyed  by  accident. 

The  committee  therefore  report  a  bill  in  conformity  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner. 
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23d   CoxtiRKss.]  No.    1157.  [IstSkssion. 

APPLKJ.VTION   OF   ALABAMA   FOR   A   REDCCTION  OF   THE   PRICE  OF  THE   PFULIC   LANDS 

AND   PRE-EMPTION   RK.illTS  TO  SETTLERS. 

CO.M.MrXIC.MKIl  TO  THE  SKX.\TE  .I.VXUARY    1  ('),  1834. 

JOINT  MEMOraAL  to  the  liouorablu  the  Senate  and  Hoii.'^e  of  Kepresentatives  of  tlie  Unite.!  States  in  (;onKres,s  assenil.le.l. 

The  nioinurial  of  tlir  griiLTal  assciiil,ily  cf  tlic  Statr  nf  Alaliaina,  resixTtfully  represents:  That  the 
poliey  li(n-et(if'eii-e  eonimcuced,  and  fur  a  time  acted  npim  l.y  the  u-eneral  R'overnnient,  cif  j^Tantini;-  |iri'-ernp- 
tien  rifi'lits  to  settlers  tipon  tlie  public  land.s  in  the  piireiiase  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  at  thi'  niiiii- 
miim  price  of  the  g-overnnient,  has  liecn  attended  witli  most  beneficial  consequences  to  the  settlers,  and 
has  not  materially  diminished  the  puldic  revenue.  The  UImumI  jn-ovision  heretofore  made  by  Concrress  for 
the  benefit  of  «rf»a/  sdflers  upon  the  puldic  lands  has  enabled  anieritorious  class  of  the'coiiiiuunity  to 
purchase  and  pay  for  their  homes,  and  ha.s  .greatly  promoted  the  imjirovement  of  the  country  and  the 
increase  of  its  wealth  and  population.  The  iirercrence  ^-ranted  to  the  actual  occupants  and  cultivators  of 
the  soil  had  the  efiect  to  protect  the  wcalv  an-ainst  the  strong- — to  prevent  an  uneijual  and  ruinous  (;(impe- 
tition  between  the  settler  of  limited  means,  who  wished  to  purchase  for  purpose  of  cultivation,  and  the  specu- 
lator, whose  object  was  not  for  settlement  and  cultivation,  but  with  a  view  to  a  resale  at  a  hitch  ]irolit.  Expe- 
rience has  shown  that,  at  most  of  the  public  sales  of  lands  under  the  auction  system,  tin'  i;-overMrn<'nt  has 
not  received  the  benefit  which  migdit  be  supposed  to  result  from  the  usual  com|ietition  among  iiidilers; 
but,  in  many  instances,  extensive  tracts  of  most  valualile  lands  have  l)een  purchased,  at  the  minimum 
price  of  the  g'overjiment,  by  combination  of  wealthy  speculators  too  powerful  to  be  suci;essfully  resisted 
bj'  the  settlers,  and  resold  to  the  cultivators  of  the  soil  at  high  profit.  The  system  of  disjiosing  of  tlic 
public  lands  at  auction  would  be  less  objectionable  if  the  ci.immon  fund  of  the  whole  peojile  of  the  United 
States,  who  own  the  soil,  could  receive  the  benefit  <if  the  competition  which  such  sales  are  sujiposed  to 
induce;  but  many  years'  experience  has  shown  the  fact  that  .such  sales  result  in  a  compromise  between  a 
few  extensive  money-holders  and  the  great  mass  of  the  settlers,  by  which  the  government  is  not  bene- 
fited, the  settlers  are  injured,  and  the  speculator  receives  the  benefit.  This  is  the  inevitable  tendencj-  of 
the  present  sj-stem  of  disposing  of  the  public  lands,  and  no  laws,  however  severe  their  penalties,  will 
have  the  eft'ect  to  prevent  it. 

Your  memorialists  do  m.it  object  to  any  fair  and  equitalde  mode  of  disposing  of  the  imlilic  lands 
which  will  secure  to  the  government  the  repayment  of  their  cost  and  the  reasonable  exjiense  of  surveying 
and  selling,  but  they  feel  assured  that,  in  jiroviding  for  the  attainment  of  this  object,  your  honorable 
bodies  will  have  a  due  regard  to  the  interest  of  those  who  encountered  the  hardships  and  lu'ivations  inci- 
dent to  the  settlement  and  improvement  of  a  new  country.  The  enterprising  and  industrious  citizen, 
whose  object  is  to  subdue  and  cultivate  the  soil,  is  entitlc'd  to  a  preference  over  him  wIkjsc  purpose  in 
buying  is  to  speculate;  and,  as  the  prosperity  of  the  country  and  the  increase  of  its  wealth  and  popula- 
tion would  be  greatly  promoted  and  most  etiectually  secured  by  an  enlarged  and  extensive  cultivation  of 
the  Soil,  your  memorialists  respectfully  ask  the  passage  of  a  law  granting  pre-emption  rights  to  actual 
settlers  upon  the  public  lands,  in  the  purchase  of  one  quarter  section  at  the  minimum  price,  to  include  their 
improvements. 

Your  memorialists  would  also  respectfully  re|>i-esent  to  your  honorable  bodies  that  there  I'eniain,  m 
different  parts  of  this  State,  many  jiortions  of  public  domain  heretofore  offered  for  sale,  and  which,  though 
subject  to  entry  at  the  minimum  price  for  years  past,  still  remain  unsold.  Much  of  this  sterile  and  reluse 
land  lies  in  the  most  fertile,  populous,  and  wealthy  parts  of  the  State,  and  would  doubtless  be  entered  at 
more  than  its  intrinsic  value;  other  portions  are  held  by  the  more  indigent,  though  not  less  meritorious 
class  of  citizens,  who,  in  connexion  with  this  refuse,  may  also  be  tenants  of  a  small  spot  of  more  valuable 
land  which  escaped  the  eye  of  the  avaricious  speculator.  The  minimum  price  being  much  too  great,  is 
the  sole  and  obvious  reason  of  these  barren  lands  remaining  unsold.  Your  memorialists  do  believe  that  it 
the  price  were  reduced  to  a  reasonable  quantum  the  lands  would  then  be  immediately  disposed  of,  and  the 
government  treasury,  instead  of  sustaining  a  loss,  would  receive  greater  accession  to  her  fumis  than  other- 
wise; but  even  adnn'tting  that  a  reductionof  the  iirice  would  diminish  our  national  revenue,  stdl  your  memo- 
rialists are  strou^dv  convinced  that  there  are  overwhelming  reasons  appealing  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress 
for  a  change  of  policy  in  the  distribution  of  refuse  lands  meire  favorable  to  the  ye.imanry  ol  our  country. 
Let  such  lands  be  disposed  of  at  their  real  value,  then  will  it  be  in  the  power  of  every  citizen  to  become 
a  freelKjlder,  our  population  will  become  more  dense,  our  strength  greater,  and  the  places  that  are  now 
sterile  and  barren  wastes  would  soon  be  the  homes  of  the  poor  but  industrious  farmers.  ,  •  ,    .i 

Your  memorialists  deem  it  unnecessary  to  urge  any  other  reasi.ns  in  favor  of  the  policy  whicli  tliey 
recommend,  as  every  consideration,  both  of  policv  and  justice,  seem  to  demand  the  redaction  asked  tor. 
They  therefore  pray  a  reduction  in  said  lands  t<i  fifty  cents  i)er  acre,  and  the  prospective  annual  reduction, 
until  the  whole  shall  have  been  dispo.scd  of,  allowing  the  occupant  a  pre-emption  right  to  one-eightli  ot  a 
section;  and,  as  in  duty  bound,  cVc.  , 

Btvoh-rd,  That  oiir  senators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  our  representatives  be  reipiested,  to  use 
their  best  exertions  to  secure  the  object  embraced  in  the  foregoing  memorial. 

lirsoln'd,  further,  That  the  governor  be  requested  t<..  cause  a  copy  (  f  said  memorial  to  be  forwardea 
to  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

SAMUEL  W.  OLIVER,  Spcahrrof  the  llvu^r  ,4  Rrprc^mtahws. 
JOHN  ERWIN,  PrCKident  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  December  27,  1833.  TOTTN  ('  \YTF 
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23d    Co.vgres 


No.    1158.  [1st  Session. 


QUxVNTITY  OF  LANDS  GKANTED  TO    THE    STATE  OF  INDIANA   FOR   THE   CONSTRUCTION 

OF  THE  WABASH  AND  ERIE  CANAL. 

COMML'XIL'.VTKD    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    KEPRESENT,iTIVES    J.4XUARY    IG,    1884 

Treasury  Department,  January  14,  1834. 

Sir:  In  ulicdicnco  to  tlic  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  dated  the  24th  ultimo,  directing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  communicate  "a  statement  of  the  quantity  of  lands  included  in  the  grant 
made  to  the  State  of  Indiana,  to  enable  her  to  construct  the  "Wabash  and  Erie  canal,  which  have  been  sold 
under  the  proclamation  of  the  President,  dated  September  3,  1833,  or  any  previous  proclamation  ordering 
sales  of  land  at  Bucyrus  and  Wapaglikonetta,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,"  and  also  to  accomjiany  said  report 
with  "a  statement  of  the  amount  of  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  said  canal  lands,  togetlier  with  a  map 
of  the  same,  distinctly  marking  their  contiguity  to  the  canal  line,  and  communicating  snch  other  informa- 
tion of  said  lands  in  his  possession  as  will  enable  the  House  to  form  an  estimate  of  their  intrinsic  value," 
I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  upon  the  subjects 
embraced  in  the  resolution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  TANEY,  Secretonj  of  the  Treasury. 

The  Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representativea. 


General  Land  Office,  January  8,  1834. 

Sir:  I  iiavc  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  24th  ultimo,  referred  by  you  to  this  office,  which  is  in  the  following  words: 

"Bexolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  communicate  to  this  House  a  statement 
of  the  quantity  of  lands  included  in  the  grant  made  to  the  State  of  Indiana  to  enable  her  to  construct  the 
Wabash  and  Erie  canal,  which  have  been  sold  under  the  proclamati<in  of  the  President  dated  September 
3,  1833,  or  any  previous  proclamation,  ordering  sales  of  land  at  Bucyrus  and  Wapaghkonetta,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio."" 

"  2d.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  accompany  said  report  with  a  statement  of 
the  amount  of  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  said  canal  lauds,  together  witli  a  map  of  the  same,  distinctly 
marking  their  contiguity  to  the  canal  line,  and  communicate  such  other  information  of  said  lands  in  his 
possession  as  will  enable  this  House  to  form  an  estimate  of  their  intrinsic  value." 

And  I  beg  leave  to  report  that  this  office  is  not  in  possession  of  any  map  or  survey  of  the  canal  line 
referred  to  in  those  resolutions,  nor  has  the  office  any  official  information  showing-  that  that  line  has  ever 
been  connected  with  the  lines  of  tlie  public  surveys;  and  that  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  such  a  map 
the  alternate  i<ectio7is  which  where  granted  for  tlie  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  construction  of  that  canal  have 
never  been  designated.  It  is  therefore  impracticable  for  this  office  to  furnish  a  statement  of  the  quantity 
of  land  included  in  the  grant  to  the  State  of  Indiaim  which  has  been  sold  by  the  United  States,  or  the 
amount  of  moneys  arising  from  the  said  sales.  The  same  cause  renders  it  impracticable  for  me  to  furnish 
a  map  distinctly  marking  tlie  contiguity  of  the  sold  lands  to  the  canal  line,  nor  is  there  any  information 
in  the  possession  of  this  office  which  would  enable  the  House  of  Representatives  "to  form  an  estimate  of 
their  intrinsic  value." 

It  is  pr(jper  to  state  that  in  November  last  the  land  officers  at  Wapaghk(.inetta  and  Bucyrus  were 
instructed  to  withhold  from  the  public  sales  directed  by  the  President's  proclamation  of  the  3d  of  Septem- 
ber last  all  the  lands  which  tiiey  supposed  to  bo  within  five  miles  of  the  canal  line. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELIJAH  HAYWARD. 

Hon.  R.  B.  Tan'ev,  Seerelary  of  ttte  Treasury. 


■2.',u  ('oN(;ress.J  No     1159.  [1st  Sesskiv. 

APPLICATION  OF  ARKANSAS  FOR  PRE-EMPTION  RIGHTS  TO  SETTLERS. 

C0M.MUNIC,\TEn  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  JANUARY  20,    1834. 

To  the.  Senate  and  House  if  Ilrpre.-^eutatires  of  the  United  Stales  of  America  in  Congress  assembled : 

The  memorial  of  tlie  general  assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  respectfully  represents;  Tli:it 
within  the  last  four  years  this  Territory  has  nearly  doubled  its  po))ulation;  that  the  emigrants  are  generally 
poor,  and  have  expended  their  all  in  reaching  their  new  homes;  that  witiiin  that  period  large  jiortions  of 
ciiuntry  have  been  by  them  opened  and  thickly  populated,  which  were  previously  but  an  unexplored 
wilderness;  that  liy  their  enterprise  those  lands  are  now  esteemed  valuable,  and  are  attracting  the  specu- 
lator and  man  of  wealth;  and  that  some  portions  of  this  countrj'  having  been  rapidly  surveyed,  are  expected 
shortly  to  be  ofleied  for  sale  before  it  has  been  possible  for  the  hardy  enterprise  of  the  pioneer  to  acipiire  the 
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means  of  secnrin,^-  liis  lininc  Ymir  mcni.jrialisls  :iic  fully  sciisilil.'  that  u  iiust|i(iiii'iiii'iit  df  tin'  hiii.l  sairs 
would  neither  e.niiiiicr  t..  their  own  intiMvst  nm-  that  ..f  the  ,-u\ niiniriil,  hul  thrydo  in.lul-c  a  hope  that  it 
medium  may  be  f.mnd  to  rcrniieilc  tlio^v  ennHirt  in-  interests,  hy  the  [lassauc  of  "a  law  whTeli  shall  s.vnic 
the  aetiial  settler  ami  eultivalni-  in  the  |i.issessi.in  >>['  his  ini|.n.veiiienl  (<'n-  a  limited  lime,  sav  twu  scars 
after  tlie  land  shall  he  nlVered  fi.r  sale,  iirevided  there  he  ni)  hidden-  at  the  land  sal.',  thus  st'iiniihitin};-"lheir 
enterprise  by  otVeriny,  as  a  reward  to  their  industry,  a  liomi>  h.r  their  himilies.  Sliould  the  setth'r"fail  in 
making-  his  entry  within  the  time  asked  for,  the  lands  of  the  government  will  slill  he  increased  in  value 
by  his  industry,  and  be  enti'red  with  avidity  by  those  who  are  ilaily  enderatin,t;-  or  by  th('  speeulator-  or  il" 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  should  deeline  the  passage  of  a  law  so  humane  aiid  just  in  its  provisions, 
your  memorialists  wouhl  ask  for  a  law  securing  the  settler  a  just  t'ompensation,  for  two  years  after  the' 
laud  sale,  for  his  labor,  should  his  liome  lie  entered  by  anotlierwithout  his  consent.  YoiiV  memorialists 
forbear  to  enter  into  a  full  discussion  of  this,  to  them,  all-important  subject,  because  tliev  have  si-eii  with 
pleasure  cidi.ghtened  members  of  Congresfi,  who  have  from  year  to  year' discussed  the  su'biect  with  views 
liberal  and,  in  the  opiiuon  of  your  memorialists,  conclusive,  and  much  more  elaborately  tliaii  could  [iroperly 
be  compressed  within  the  limits  of  a  meUKU-ial.  Yoin-  memorialists  are  pleading  the  cause  of  half  their 
constituents,  who  have  sacriliced  presi-nt  comforts  to  a  pros|iect  of  future  indeiK'udence,  whose  brightest 
hopes  must  bejdasted  without  some  melioration  of  the  lux'sent  laws.  The  granting  our  iiravei- "vould 
fix  upon  our  soil  a  hardy,  enterprising,  and  industriou.s  population. 

\Ve  earnestly  present  our  petition,  and,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  |iray,  &c., 

df)HX   \V1L8UX,  Sjjralvr  of  Ihc  Huuxi'  of  llfjirrf^ci/atirrK. 
JOHN"  AV1LL1.\.\|S0X,  I'lWolnit  of  fhr  Lr<jis/diiv  (Jmuiril. 


Approved  Novenilier  15,  1833. 


lOlTN    rol'E 


23n    CoxGRESS.]  No.    1160.  [1st  Session. 

ON    G  E  A  nr  S    TO    E  A  X  D  I  N  E  0  I'l  S  I A  X  A . 

C01[MfNIC.\TEn    TO    THE    IKU'SE    OF    RF.PRESEN'T.VTIVES    .UNU.VRV    21,    1834. 

Mr.  Carr,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Eloy  Segura  and  others,  reported: 

That  the  petitioners  arc  the  surviving  descendants  of  a  cohjuy  of  Spaniards  who,  at  a  very  early 
period,  were  brought  from  Spain  and  settled  in  Eouisiana.  They  were  placed  on  tracts  of  land  which 
were  assigned  them  by  the  King  of  Spain,  at  a  place  called  New  Al.ieria,  and  their  lands  fronted  on  Eake 
Peigniers,  since  called  the  Spanish  lake.  The  King  of  Spain  furnished  them  some  aid  in  leaving  Malaga. 
There  is  proof  before  the  committee  that  these  persons  were  put  into  the  possession  of  their  respective  lots 
or  tracts  of  land  by  the  King's  surveyor,  where  they  yet  live;  but  as  tiiose  lands  which  were  given  them 
by  the  Spanish  government  were  destitute  of  timber,  the  Spanish  government  gave  them  collectively  the 
privilege  of  cutting  timber  and  fire-wood  in  a  cypress  swamp,  and  on  a  tract  of  woodland  in  the  neigh- 
borhood called  the  Troig  Isles.  They  continued  in  the  undisturbed  enjoyment  of  that  privilege  until  long- 
since  the  change  of  government  by  the  cession  of  Eouisiana  to  the  United  States,  which  privilege  con- 
tinued for  near  fifty  years.  About  the  j^ear  1821  the  woodlands  within  which  that  privilege  had  so 
long-  been  exercised  were  sold  by  the  United  States,  and  the  Spanish  families  left  destitute  of  timber. 
With  this  they  were  not  content,  and  continued  in  the  practice  of  supplying  themselves  from  the  same 
source,  and  were  jirosecuted  at  law  for  a  trespass  on  the  purchasers  from  the  Uiuted  States,  and  condemned 
to  pay  damages.  The  petitioners  ask  remuneration  for  the  losses  by  them  sustained  (equal  to  §15,000) 
b^'  reason  of  the  sale  of  the  woodlands  aforesaid.  The  committee  cannot  conceive  that  the  petitioners 
are  entitled  to  remuneration;  they  are  in  the  peaceable  possession  of  all  the  lands  which  were  actually 
granted  l>y  the  government  of  Spain;  they  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  using  timber  of  other  lands  for  near 
half  a  century,  and  until  they  were  ]iurchased  by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  until  these 
lands  were  sold  and  purchased  by  other  individuals. 


23d  Congress.]  No.    1161.  [I^t- Session- ^ 

ON    CEAIM    FOR    THE    R  E  \  E  ^V  A  E    OP    A    HUl'XTY    EAXU    \VARR.»iNT. 

COMMl'XIC.VTED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENT.WIVES    .lAXf.lRY  23,    1834. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Eand  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of  th(> 
House  on  the  20th  of  January-,  directing  them  to  inquire  "into  the  expediency  of  renewing-  a  war- 
rant of  four  hundred  acres  of  land  which  was  granted  to  Evan  Edwards  in  182",  and  whicli  has  been 
lost,  and  still  remains  unsatisfied,"  reported: 

That  upon  application  to  the  Eand  Office,  it  appears  that  a  warrant.  No  1205,  issued  on  the  9th  day  of 
Ftdn-uary,  ls27,  to  "Charles  Eee  Edwards,  the  only  son  (and  otlier  heirs,  if  any  there  be)  of  Major  Evan 
Edvvards,  of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  for  400  acres  of  land,''  and  that  the  same  remains  unsatisfied,  nor  has 
the  same  ever  been  presented  to  the  ofKce  for  satisfaction;  the  owner  of  the  warrant  alleges  that  it  has 
been  lost.     The  committee  theref  ire  report  a  bill  authorizing  the  issuance  of  a  duidicate. 


(iGO  ■  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  1164. 


General  L.\nd  Office,  January  20,  1834. 
1  iRTcby  ei.Ttil'v  tluit  warrant  No.  1205,  granted  by  the  United  States  on  the  9tli  of  February,  1827, 
(  J  Cliarles  Leo  Edwards,  the  only  sou  (and  "other  heirs,  if  any  there  be)  of  Major  Evan  Edwards,  of  the 
I'eNiisylvania  line,  for  four  hundred  acres,  remains  unsatistied,  nor  has  the  same  ever  been  presented  to 


X'axa  (illi 


CO. 


ELIJAH  HAYVVARD,  Cummissiomr. 


23d  Congress.]  N^O.    1 1  62.  [1st  Ssssinhf. 

ON    CLAIM    FOR    LAND   IN    LOUISIANA. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  JANUARY  23,    1834. 

Mr.  Cage,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  wlioni  was  referred  the  petition  of  Francis  W. 
Graham  and  others,  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Win.  Graham,  deceased,  reported: 

That  the  evidence  is  satisfactory,  conclusively  so,  that  the  legal  representative  and  administrator  of 
the  succession  of  AVilliarn  (Jraliam,  the  ancestor,  did,  in  the  year  1830,  pay  to  the  receiver  of  ])ublio 
moneys  ibr  the  district  of  lands  nortli  of  Red  river  the  full  amount  for  a  certain  lot  or  quarter  section  of 
land,  situate  on  Lake  Providence,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  being  lot  No.  16,  in  township  21,  of  range  12 
east.  The  petitioners  allege  the  fact,  and  of  which  there  is  satisfactory  ])roof,  that  this  ancestor,  and  the 
heirs  since  his  death,  occupied  and  cultivated  the  land  in  question  from  1814  until  the  payment  was  made 
for  it  under  the  pre-emption  lav/  of  1830.  The  lot  of  land  thus  occupied,  cultivated,  and  paid  for,  being 
lot  No.  16,  is  by  law  reserved  for  the  use  of  schools.  The  petitioners  state,  and  so  the  committee  believe 
the  fact  to  be,  that  the  receiver  of  public  monej's  in  the  land  district  north  of  Red  river  received  the 
money  in  payment  of  hit  No.  16,  knowing  at  the  time  that  it  was  land  reserved  by  law  for  the  use  of 
sclioois,  and,  from  the  peculiar  hardsliip  of  the  case,  permitted  it  to  be  thus  sold,  alleging,  as  the  petitioners 
state,  that  he  woukl  appropriate  other  lands  for  the  use  of  schools  in  lieu  of  the  16th  section.  The  com- 
mittee arc  of  opinion  tliat  the  petitioners  arc  entitled  to  relief,  and  report  a  lull. 


23n    CoNGRESs.l  No.  1163.  [1st  Session. 


ON    CLAIM    FOR    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

communicated  to  the  house  of    representatives    JANUARY  24,   1834. 

Mr.    Galbraith,  from   the  Committee  on    Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  tlic  memorial  of 

Samuel  Vail,  of  Louisiana,  reported: 

That  it  appears,  by  the  documents  accompanj'ing  the  memorial,  that  a  grant  was  made  by  Don  Manuel 
Gayoso  do  Lemos,  governor  of  the  provinces  of  Florida  and  Louisiana,  dated  February  14,  1799,  to  Jesse 
Ratclift",  for  240  superficial  arpents  of  land  in  the  district  (now-  parisli)  of  East  Baton  Rouge,  the  land 
mentioned  in  the  memorial;  in  \iursuance  of  which,  a  survey  and  plat  was  made  by  Don  Viiicente  Sebas- 
tian Pintado  on  the  11th  day  of  December,  1804.  That  tliis  title,  bj'  sundry  mesne  conveyances,  became 
vested  in  tlie  said  Samuel  Vail,  and  that  tiie  said  tract  of  land  was  settled  by  him  in  1819,  and  improved, 
and  resided  on  by  liim  ever  since.     Your  committee  therefore  report  a  bill. 


23d   Congress.]  No.   1164.  [1st  Session. 

APPLICATION  OF  MISSISSIPPI  FOR  LANDS  FOR  TIIE  SUPPORT  OF  PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 

communicated  to  the  senate  January  27,  1834. 

A  RESOLUTION  in  relation  to  the  refuse  lands  in  the  various  counties  in  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

Pcdieving  that  every  true  jiatriot  who  wishes  the  prosperity  of  our  cimimon  country  and  perpetuation 
of  eidiglitened  republicim  instiitutions  feels  a  deep  interest  in  spreading  light  and  knowledge  over  our 
wliule  population;  (this  we  conceive  can  be  best  promoted  by  the  estahlisinnent  of  primary  schools  in 
each  county  in  this  State,  and  in  each  and  every  State  of  the  Union;  being,  however,  specially  concerned 
as  to  the  inqiurtance  of  educating  the  youth  of  this  State  in  elementary  principles;)  and  believing  with 
our  sister  States  that  education  is  the  only  means  of  perpetuating  a  true  knowledge  of  our  government 
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find  its  |u-ilifi|ilcs:  aiul  l.clicviii--  tliat  the  uttainiiinil  uf  such  ,lcsiial)lc  en. Is  raiiimt  lie  a  mailer  nf  inilif- 
Il'IVIR-l'  tu  ihc  .iiviirial  ,u-i.\'criiiiiriit,  and  that  tliry  will  l.i'  disiK.scI  In  hanunni/.r  with  ns  in  |.n,dnrin^- 
results  so  desirable  with  little  if  any  saeiiliee  iA'  the  -cneial  weal:  we  tlierefnre  piav  that  the  rei'uso 
hinds  in  the  several  e.nnities  nf  uur  .State  which  have  been  or  will  have  been  iill'civd  lin'salc  three  years, 
shall  thereafter  b(  luni;-  tn  the  respective  counties  within  which  they  may  lie  situated,  and  be  subject  to 
be  disposed  of  by  the  county  police  of  each  county  for  the  sole  aiid  niily  puriiose  nf  establishing-  and 
maintaining' primary  sidinnls  in  the  resiiective  counties.  These  lands,  so  lung-  in  nuirket  and  uidinuuhl 
can  never  be  of  nineh  use  to  the  Union;  yet,  under  the  prudent  nuuiag-ement  of  the  police  of  each  cnuntv,' 
g-uarding  against  trespass  and  depredation,  they  may  be  reudereil  subservient  to  the  great  pur|inses  oi" 
education. 

Jlc  it  Ihenfore  rr^ith-rd,  That  our  senators  lie  instructed,  and  our  representativi's  reipu'sti'd,  tu  use  thrir 
best  exertions  to  procure  the  passage  of  an  act  of  the  federal  government  for  the  attainment  nf  the 
above  objects  without  interfering  witli  such  concessions  nf  land  to  the  State  as  have  been  granted  to  nur 
sister  States. 

Be  U  fuiihcr  re^uhr(l/n\'dt  the  governor  of  this  State  be  iXMpiested  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  above 
preandjle  and  resolution  to  our  senatois  and  representatives  in  Congress. 

A.  L.  BIXGAMAX,  Spmlxr  of  Ihe.  HnuACul'  Ri'prcfcnlaULT^;. 
P.  BRISCOE,  President  of  the  Scna'.e. 

Approved  Decenil.ier  23,  1833. 

II.  (J.  Kl'XXELS. 
A  true  copy  from  tln^  original  nii  tile  in  my  office. 

DAVID  DICKSOX,  ,SWrc/((/v/./,S/«/c. 


23n  CoxGRESS.J  No.    1165.  [1st  Session-. 

APPLICATION  OF  MISSISSIPPI  TO  EXCIIAXOE  THE  SIXTEENTH  SECTIONS  OF  LAXD, 
WHEN  VALUELESS,  FOR  OTHER  LANDS,  AND  THAT  TOWNSHIPS  IN  THE  CHICKASAW 
PURCHASE  MAY  BE  PROVIDED  WITH  SCHOOL  LANDS. 

COMMUXIC.VTF.D    TO    THE    SE\.\TE    J.VNT.VKY    27,     1S34. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  cf  Pejjresenlative:'  of  tlie  United  Statea  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  memorial  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississijipi  respiectfally  represents:  That  a  largo  pro- 
portion <if  the  sixteenth  sections  of  land,  which  by  the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  of  March,  A.  D.  1S03, 
were  appropriated  to  the  "support  of  sehools  ivithin  the'^  several  townships  of  the  Mississiiipi  Territorj-, 
from  sterility  or  other  deficiency  in  soil  have  wholly  failed  to  answer  tlie  benevolent  purpose  which  wo 
are  bound  to  presume  induced  their  donation.  It  would  certainly  be  doing  injustice  to  the  generous  and 
humane  motive  w-liich  must  have  actuated  your  predecessors  in  the  enactment  of  the  law  above  cited  to 
attribute  a  design  to  bestow  the  benefits  therein  cotiferred  -with  a  partiality  which  should  give  to  some 
townships  a  profitable  school  fund  and  to  others  nothing.  Yet  such  is  the  operation  of  the  act  referred  to. 
It  would  be  doing  equal  injustice  to  suppose  the  bounty  of  Congress  was  conferred  with  no  specific 
design,  but  cast  upon  our  citizens  -with  such  accidental  ad%-antages  as  result  from  chances  in  a  lottery  of 
more  blanks  than  prizes.  Yet  such  is  the  operation  of  the  law  referred  to.  It  is  a  fact  which  recjuires  but 
to  be  stated  to  command  credence  -with  all,  that  the  benefits  of  this  donation  are  actually  received  in  an 
inverse  ratio  to  the  real  necessities  of  the  donees.  Where  the  lands  are  rich  and  valuafde,  there  resides 
the  independent  planter,  who  has  no  concern  for  the  product  of  the  sixteenth  section,  but  where  the  soil 
is  less  lu-oductivc  and  of  little  value,  though  frequently  containing-  as  many  white  inhabitants  as  lands  of 
better  quality,  yet  th<ise  iidiabitants  are  usually  the  least  wealthy  of  our  jiopulation,  to  whom  a  valuable 
school  section  would  be  of  great  utility.  But  in  such  regions  of  counti-y  tlie  school  land  now  appointed 
in  the  sixteenth  secti(ui  most  frequently  contributes  nothing  in  promoting  the  object  of  its  appropriation. 
These  disadvantages  are  peculiarly  felt  in  th(«e  counties  of  this  State  cast  of  Pearl  river,  and  those 
counties  generally  which  are  designated  pine  woods  counties.  In  many  of  those  the  benefits  manifestly 
intended  Liy  the  sixteenth  section  system  are  utterly  unavailable,  and  must  ever  remain  so,  uidess  your 
lionorable  bodies  shall  alVord  relief. 

We  would  likewise  represent  that,  by  the  late  treaty  with  the  Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indians,  the  United 
States  iiave  stipulated  ti  i  sell  all  the  lands  obtained  from  said  tribe,  and  situated  in  this  State,  and  to  pay  over 
the  proceeds  to  the  Indians.  In  this  stipulation  no  reservation  is  made  of  the  sixteenth  section,  notwith- 
standing the  several  laws  of  Congress  hei-etoforc  passed  on  this  subject  have  been  generally  relied  on  as 
warranting  the  expectatinn  to  the  people  of  this  State  that  the  sixteenth  section  system  would  be  exteinled 
throughout  our  Territory.  To  remedy  these  unmerited  inequalities,  and  to  promote  the  avowed  object 
heretofore  so  favorably  considered  of  "by  Congress,  the  legislature  would  suggest  to  your  luinijrable  bodies 
the  justice  and  propriety  of  permitting  the  heads  of  families  in  the  townships  comprised  within  the  limits 
of  our  counties  to  relimiuish  all  claims  to  the  sixteenth  section,  and  be  entitled  in  lieu  thereof  to  enter  in 
the  name  of  such  township  another  section  from  any  lands  subject  to  entry  in  the  late  Choctaw  purchase, 
and  that  your  honorable  bodies  would  likewise  jirovide  that  some  suitable  agent  be  appointed  to  enter  from 
the  like  tdass  of  lands  in  the  Choctaw  or  Chickasaw  pui-chase  a  section  for  each  township  now  surveyed 
in  the  Chickasaw  territory  where  tiie  reserve  of  the  sixteenth  section  has  not  been  made,  which  section 
shall  belong  to  such  township,  for  the  same  object  of  education  as  by  the  act  of  1S03  w-as  appointed  in 
reference  to  the  sixteenth  section. 
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Iti'sohvd  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  That  our  senators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and 
our  representatives  be  requested,  to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  to  carry 
into  effect  the  object  of  the  foregoing  memorial. 

Besolved,  Tliat  his  excellency  the  governor  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  this  memorial  and 
resolution  to  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress. 

A.  L.  HI'S GA'MA'N,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Hepresentaiives. 
F.  BKISCOE,  President  of  the  Senate. 


Ajiprovcd  December  2.5,  1833. 


H.  G.  RUNNELS. 


23n    Congress.]  _  No.    1166.  [1st  Session. 

APPLICATION  OF  MISSISSIPPI  FOR  A  CUAXGE  OF  THE  LOCATION  OF  THE  LAND  OFFICE 
FROM  CLINTON  TO  JACKSON,  IN  THAT  STATE. 

C0MMUXIC.\TED    TO  THE  HOUSE  OF    REPEESEXTATIVES  JAXIMRY  21,    1834. 

A  MEMORIAL  to  Congress  to  remove  tlie  land  ofBce  from  Clinton  to  the  town  of  Jackson,  in  Hinds  county. 

The  memorial  of  the  legislature  of  tlic  State  of  Mississippi  respectfully  represents  that  the  laud  office 
of  the  United  States  at  the  town  of  Clinton,  in  the  county  of  Hinds,  is  situated  ten  miles  west  of  the  town 
of  Jackson,  the  seat  of  government  of  the  State  of  Mississippi.     Therefore  be  it. 

Resolved  by  tlie  lerjislature  of  the  State  of  JTississij^jyi,  That  our  senators  in  Congress  be_  instructed,  and 
our  representatives  requested,  to  use  every  e.xertion  in  their  power  to  procure  the  location  of  said  land 
office  at  the  town  of  Jackson,  in  the  county  of  Hinds,  and  that  his  excellency  the  governor  be  requested  to 
transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  and  memorial  to  our  senators  and  representatives  in  the; 
Congress  of  the  United  States. 

A.  L.  BINGAMAN,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
P.  BRISCOE,  President  of  the  Senate. 
Approved  December  25,  1833. 

H.  G.  RUNNELS. 
A  true  ctipy  from  the  original  on  file  in  my  office. 

DAVID  DICKSON,  Secretary  of  State. 


23n  Congress.]  No.    1167.  [1st  Session. 

ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

communicated  to  the  house  of  REPRESEXT.\TIVES  JANUARY  29,    1834. 

Mr.  Casey,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Job  Bass, 

reported : 

That  the  petitioner,  as  he  sets  forth,  did,  on  the  2d  day  of  November,  1831,  purchase  at  the  land  office 
in  the  district  north  of  Red  river,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  lots  of  land  Nos.  19,  20,  and  21,  in  township 
No.  20,  range  No.  13  east,  containing  488.60  acres,  for  which  he  paid  the  sum  of  $610  1,5;  that  imme- 
diately after  the  purchase  he  went  to  improving  said  land,  and  has  made  valuable  improvements  thereon; 
that,  on  aiiplicatioii  to  tlie  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  for  a  patent,  he  learned  that  the  lots 
so  purchased  had  been  previously  selected  as  school  lands.  He  now  prays  the  passage  of  a  law 
authorizing  the  proper  officer  to  select  other  school  lands  in  lieu  of  said  lots,  and  that  a  patent  issue  to 
him  for  said  lots  so  purchased  by  him.  The  facts,  as  stated  by  the  petitioner,  being  satisfactorily  proved, 
and  the  case,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  requiring  relief,  they  accordingly  report  a  bill. 


23d  Congress.]  No.   1168.  [1st  Session. 


AMOUNT  OF  LANDS  SOLD  AND  THE  NET  PROCEEDS  THEREFOR;  AMOUNT  SURVEYED 
AND  UNSOLD;  AMOUNT  GRANTED  TO  STATES  AND  TERRITORIES,  AND  FOR  WHAT 
PURPOSES;  AND  AMOUNT  GRANTED  IN  BOUNTIES  AND  DONATIONS  AND  FOR 
SCHOOLS. 

communicated   to   the    senate   JANUARY    30,    1834. 

Treasury  Department,  January  30,  1834. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  19th  ultimo,  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  "  to  conuiumicate  to  the  Senate — 

IT  ^•^*'  '^'''°  ^^''"''^  amount  of  public  land.s  lielonging  to  the  United  States  sold  since  they  were  ceded  to 
the  United  States,  exhiliiting  the  net  proceeds,  and  distinguisliing  between  those  which  have  been  sold 
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within  flic   limits  of  Louisiana,  Florida,  and  other  [larts  of  tlie  Unitod  States,  rospeetively,  and  iiielndinj;- 
the  hxtcst  returns. 

"2d.  The  whole  amount  of  jmlilie  lan<ls  whieh  iiave  been  surveyed  and  exjioseJ  to  sale  in  the  several 
States  and  Territories,  and  showing-  the  amount  soM,  and  the  amount  remainintv  I'J  he  sold,  aecoi-ding-  to 
the  last  returns. 

"3d.  The  amount  which  has  been  actually  patented  in  bountii.'s  to  the  army  during-  the  lati-  war. 

"4tli.  The  amount  g-ranted  to  each  of  the  several  States  and  Territories,  and  for  wdnit  purposes. 

"5th.  The  amount  set  apart,  or  reserved  for  schools  in  the  several  States  and  Territories. 

"  6th.  The  amount  granted  in  donations  for  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  and  olive,  to  La  Fayette,  an<l 
for  other  purposes" — 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  to 
which  olKcer  the  subjects  of  these  resolutions  were  referred. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  res|>ectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  B.  TANEY,  Secrr/ari/ ./  l!,r  Tira.-oiri/. 

lion.  M.\RTIN-  V.\x  BuREX,   l'ur-rir.-<idcnfqf'lhi'  Untied  Stales  and  Pirsiilrnt  of  IIk- Siialr. 


Gexf.kal  L.iXD  Office  Januanj  28,  1834. 

Sir:  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  passed  on  the  l',)tli  ultimo  in  the 
words  following  to  -n-it: 

" Eesol ccd ,  That  tlie  Secrctai-y  of  the  Treasury  lie  directed  to  comnumicate  to  the  Senate — 

"  1st.  The  whole  amount  of  [lulilic  lands  beh.uiging  to  the  United  States  sold  since  they  were  ceded  to 
the  LTnited  States,  exhibiting  the  net  proceeds,  and  distinguishing-  between  those  which  have  been  sold 
within  the  limits  of  Louisiana,  Florida,  and  other  parts  of  the  Uinted  States,  respectively,  and  including 
the  latest  returns. 

"2d.  The  whole  amount  of  public  hinds  w-hich  have  been  surveyed  and  exposed  to  sale  in  tin-  several 
States  and  Territories,  and  showing-  the  amount  renniining  to  lie  sold  according-  to  the  Uist  returns. 

"  3d.  The  amount  which  have  been  actually  jiatenteil  in  bounties  to  the  army  during  the  late  war. 

"  4tli.  The  amount  granted  to  each  of  the  several  States  and  Territories,  and  for  what  purposes. 

"  5th.  The  amount  set  apart  or  reserved  for  scho(_ils  in  the  several  States  and  Territories. 

"  6th.  The  amount  granted  in  donations  for  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  and  olive,  to  La  Fayette,  and 
for  other  purposes" — 

And  wdiich  you  have  referred  to  this  office,  I  have  the  lionor  to  submit  the  two  accompanying- 
documents,  marked  A  and  B,  which  afford  the  information  desired. 

The  document  A  purports  to  contain  the  information  required  by  the  first,  second,  third,  fourth,  and 
fifth  clauses,  arranged  in  columns  in  the  order  called  for  hy  the  resolution;  that  marked  B  purports  to 
contain  the  information  soi:g-ht  for  by  the  sixth  clause  of  .the  resolution;  in  reference  to  -which,  I  have  to 
remark  that  the  lands  originally  set  apart  "  for  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  and  olive,"  comprising  four 
townships  situated  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  were  uot  in  the  nature  of  a  (/o/iO^iV)?;,  as  implied  in  the 
resolution.  Those  lands  were  originally  required  to  be  paid  for  at  the  minimum  price  of  two  dollars  per 
acre  by  the  act  of  March  3,  1817,  on  an  extended  term  of  payment.  Subsequent  acts,  further  extending-  the 
term  of  payment,  have  made  those  lands  subject  to  the  present  minimum  price  of  the  jiublic  lands. 

The  period  of  the  "  latest  ri'turns''  has  been  assumed  to  be  September  30,  1833,  that  being  the  date 
to  which  the  last  quarterly  returns  have  been  rendered,  corresponding  with  tiie  period  to  which  the 
latest  official  statements  have  been  comjdeted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELIJAH  HAYWAKD,  Commissioner. 

Hon.  R.  B.  T.AXEY  Sccrelanj  of  iJte  Trcasnnj. 
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1,280 
1,620 


.^cres. 
123,680.00 

23,040.00 
121,6-29.68 

46,080.00 


10,000 
7,400 
1, 1-20 


1.    ^O   -:3 


*5cTes. 
684,743 
6-20,868 
1,034,897 
1, -230, 639 
834,364 
889,030 
873,973 
543, 893 
9.50, -258 
877,484 


*  Of  this  quantity  it  is  estimated  that  the  canal  grants  will  cover  749,600  acres,  of  which  (lu.intily  oiily  -224,108.29  acres  have  as  yet  been  selected  by 
the  State. 

t  Amount  of  salt  spring  reservations  authorized  to  be  sold  by  the  State,  and  the  proceeds  applied  to  literary  purposes. 

i  Uuantitv  of  l;ind  sranted  to  Canadian  volunteers. 

\^  This  amount  iiu-ludes  225,600  acres,  situate  in  Ohio, granted  to  Indiana  to  aid  in  construcling  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal,  viz:  the  alternate  sections 
situate  within  the  distance  of  five  miles  on  each  side  of  the  canal,  (along  the  3Iiaim  river,)  estimating  the  distance  from  the  wcatern  boundary  of  Ohio  to 
I'errysburg.    The  selections  not  yet  made. 

ELIJ.VII  II.WU'.VRD,  CommisiionCT. 

tiE.NER.KL    L.XND    Ot  TK  E  .  JailUUI !/  28,  lt3u. 
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TABLE  B. 

Acres. 

Grant  to  the  Ohio  Company 100,000 

Grant  to  A.  II.  Dolirnian,  fur  .services  rendered  American  prisoners   during   tlie   revolutionary 

war    20,480 

Grant  to  the  Frencli  iniialiitants  of  Galliopolis 2."i,-200 

Grant  to  tiie  deaf  and  dumb  asylum  in  Connecticut,  a  township  in   Ahibama 23,040 

(irant  to  the  deaf  and  dumb  a.sylimi  in  Kentucky,  a  township  in  Florida 23,040 

Grant  to  (Jeneral  Lafayette,  a  t(jwnship  in   Florida 23,028 

Lands  appropriated  for  religious  purposes  in  the  purchases  made  by  John  Cleves  Symmcs  and 

the  Ohio  Companj' 43,525 

Total 258,313 

ELIJAH  IIAYWARD,   Commi>iSwner. 
Gexeiui,  Land  Oitice,  Jaiinary  28,  1834. 


23n   Con-cress.]  No.  11G9.  |1st  Session. 

ON  CLAIM  FOR  BOUNTY  LAND  BY  THE  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  A  DECEASED  SOLDIER  OF 

THE  WAR  OF  1812-'! 5. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  TnE  HOUSE  OF  RErRESEXT.ATIVES  .JANUARY  31,    1834. 

Mr.  C.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of  the 
House  instructing  them  "  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  paying  Leonard  Holly,  a  soldier  of  the 
late  war,  the  bounty  in  land  and  money,  and  any  other  sum  that  may  be  due  for  his  services," 
reported : 

That  the  facts  applicable  to  this  case  arc,  that  Leonard  Holly  cidisted  as  a  soldier  I'or  five  years,  on 
June  22,  1812,  in  the  10th  regiment  of  United  States  infantry,  and  was  continued  on  the  rolls  of  his  regi- 
ment until  April,  1815,  after  which  no  further  notice  of  him  was  taken  upon  the  muster  or  payrolls.  From 
this  statement,  it  satisfactorily  apjiears  that  Leonard  Holly  served  in  the  army  of  the  United  States 
during  the  whole  of  the  late  war,  and  that  he  would  be  entitled  to  his  military  bounty  land,  and  any  i)ay 
which  might  be  due  to  him,  were  he  alive,  unless  he  had  deserted,  or  been  deprived  of  any  part  of  his 
right  by  the  sentence  of  a  court-martial,  of  which  no  evidence  exists;  but  as  it  appears  that  he  has  never 
been  heard  of,  either  by  his  family  or  by  anj'  person,  since  April,  1815,  the  presumption  obviously  arises 
that  he  is  dead.  The  committee,  therefore,  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  his  legal  rei)resentatives,  the  ^Var 
Department  not  considering  itself  autlnirized  to  settle  with  them  unless  it  be  furnished  with  positive 
proof  of  the  death  of  the  individual  through  whom  they  derive  their  claim. 
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ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    MISSOURI. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    TIIE    HOUSE    OF    REI'KESENTATIVES    JANUARY    31,     1834. 


JI 


Cage,  I'rom  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution,  with  the 
accompanying  documents,  in  the  case  of  David  Kincaid,  reported: 

That  by  a  reference  to  the  accompanying  documents  it  apjiears  that  David  Kincaid  did  produce  to 
the  board  of  commissioners  for  ci.inlirmation  a  special  permission  to  settle  a  concession  from  Charles 
Dchault  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  &c.,  dated  January  14,  1803,  for  iive  hundred  arpents  of  land, 
situate  on  the  forks  of  the  river  Chorettc,  district  of  St.  Charles,  and  certified  to  have  been  surveyed  on 
Ihc  27th  of  February,  1800.  It  appears  by  the  testimony  taken  before  the  commissioners  on  the  2d  day 
oi  April,  180(),  that  the  claimant  purchased  the  right  of  settlement  and  concession  from  one  Francis  Wood, 
who  had  then  a  cabin  on  the  same;  that  the  claimant  did,  in  the  year  1803,  ]iroceed  to  build  a  house 
upon  the  same;  that  he  had  then  a  family,  consisting  of  himself,  his  wife,  and  eight  children;  and  that 
early  iii  tlie  spring  of  1804  he  moved  on  said  land,  and  actually  inhabited  and  cultivated  it  up  to  the  time 
ot  testilying.^  It  api)ears  from  the  opinion  of  tlic  board  of  commissioners,  given  on  the  20th  November, 
1809,  that  this  claim  was  rejected,  and  upon  the  grounds,  as  the  committee  suppose,  of  want  of  more 
strict  proof  (jf  habitation  and  cultivation  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  2d  March,  1805.  It 
appcarsfrom  a  document  accompanying  the  resolution  from  the  ofKce  of  the  recorder  of  land  titles  at 
St.   Louis,  dated   December   10,   1817,  tliat   a  subsecpient   board  of  connnissioncrs  have  recognized   the 
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les-ality  (if  tliis  .■Inini,  Imt  thai  it  was  oniitti'il  tn  lie  plarcil  ii],.,ii  tlic  list  of  ^;-i-aiilrtl  sell  Icniciil,  ri.^'lils 
fur  tlic  cininty  of  Si.  Cliarlcs,  and  tlic  rcnailrr  su  stales  in  an  a|i|.lii-ati(  .n  l.i  the  liiitcd  Stairs  sinxrvor 
tor  Tllinnis  unci  Missi.nri  in  an  a|i|.lical  ion  to  bo  |)ci-niil  tnl  ihon  to  cnlor  it  iiiniu  llio  list  of  jiTantril  solllr- 
nicnt  rig-lits.      The  rccoidor's  i-o|ioit   npon  tlicso  scttloniont    rlaims  is  dated   .lulv  :!.  l^lii,  aiid  is  c.inlinncd 

by  the  net  of  29tli  April,  IslC,  periods  anterior  to  thai  at  wliieli   tins  elaini  was  discoviaed   to  l> uitted 

and  soiip:lit  to  be  l)Iaced  upon  the  list  of  setlleinent  u'rants.  The  eoiinnil  lee  are  of  npininn  that  the  claim- 
ant is  within  the  equity  of  the  statute  of  the  -id  of  Mai-ch,  iso:,,  nud  if  that  were  douhte.!  the  siiliseciiieiit 
procecding-s  in  relation  to  his  claim  entitled  him  to  relief,  and  they  thei(.loi-e  report  a  filh 


23n  Congress.]  No.    1171.  I  1st  Sk.-sii 


OX    CLAIM    TO    T.,\\l)    IN    MI  ('HI  CAN. 

COMMlNICATEn  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REriiESEXT.VTIVES  .I.\XI  AKY   31,    1S34. 

Mr,  C.iRR,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  wlnim  -was  referred  the  petition  of  lioliert 
Abbott  for  himself,  and  in  Iielialf  of  the  other  heirs  of  James  Abbott,  deceased,  for  (UO  acres  of  land, 
reported: 

That  the  petitioner  states  that  al.iout  the  year  IV'.Mi  James  Abbott,  now  deceased,  was  in  possession 
of  a  certain  tract  of  land  situated  on  the  border  of  the  river  Detroit,  and  that  Abliott  made  many  improve- 
ments thereon  in  building's,  fencing-,  setting-  out  an  orchard,  A:c.  It  apipears  from  tin.'  transcript  record 
of  the  Detroit  land  office  that  the  claim  of  Joiliert  Aldiot  f.u'  himself  and  the  (.ither  heirs  of  James  Abliott, 
deceased,  was  tiled  in  said  oflice  as  early  as  the  year  1805,  and  that  it  was  linally  acted  uiiun  by  the  board 
of  land  commissioners,  acting-  under  the  provision  of  the  law  of  the  11th  of  Maj",  1S20,  whicli  provision 
is  as  follows: 

"  And  the  said  Commissioners  shall  also  have  power  to  examine  and  decide  according-  to  tlie  laws 
respecting-  the  same  claims  which  have  been  tiled  with  thi'  register  of  the  land  office,  and  not  licretof)r(^ 
acted  on.'' 

It  further  appears  from  the  decision  of  tlie  commissioners  that  they  deemed  the  claim  ecjuitable  and 
just,  but  that  they  were  ]irevcnted  from  conlirming  it  from  the  circumstance  of  the  land,  or  at  least  the 
greater  part  of  it,  having-  been  already  sold.  The  petitiimcrs  now  ask  fir  a  grant  of  land  containing  040 
acres,  being  the  amount  they  would  have  been  entitled  to  hail  not  the  land  eml.iraceil  by  the  claim  been 
sold.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  petitioners  are  entitled  to  relief  and  for  that  iiurpose  report 
a  bill. 


23d  Congress.]  iVo.  1172.  [1st  Session-. 

LAND  CLAIMS    IN    T  II  L    S  O  C  III  E  A  ST  E  K  N    LAND  DISTIMCT   OF  LOUISIANA. 

CoMMCXlC.iTEII    TO    THE    IIOISE    OV    REIT.ESENT.VTIVES    ,I.\NCARY    31,     1S34. 

Treasi'ry  Department,  ./(/)( »n)-_// 29,  1S34. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  the  original  report  of  the  register  and  receiver  of  ^the 
land  office  at  New  Orleans,  made  pursuant  to  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  4,  1832,  entitk'd  "An 
act  for  the  final  adjustment  of  the  claims  to  lands  in  the  southeastern  land  district  of  the  State  ot 
Louisiana."  .      . 

The  second  section  of  the  act  directs  that  "the  register  and  receiver  shall,  at  or  before  the  lieginnmg 
of  the  next  session  of  Congress  thereafter,  make  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  report  ot  the  daims^ 
whicli  may  have  been  preferred  before  them,  logelher  with  the  teslimony,  their  opinion  of  the  validity  ot 
the  claims,  and  such  other  information  respecting  them  as  may  be  in  their  possession;  winch  report  sha  I, 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  be  laid  before  Congress  as  soon  as  practicable,  with  ins  opinion  touch- 
ing the  validity  of  the  respective  claims." 

The  evidence  in  support  of  the  several  chiims  not  having  been  forwarded  to  the  (h'partment  a.s 
required  by  the  act,  I  have  not  therefore  tlie  testimony  w-hich  would  enable  me  to  form  an  opinion  ot  the 
validity  of  the  respective  claims;  moreover,  it  would  require  more  time  to  examine  them  with  proiier  care 
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tlian  could  be  f;-iveii  to  the  suljjoct  consistently  with  the  other  duties  of  this  dei)artment  during  the  pre- 
sent session  of  Congress. 

Under  tliese  circumstances,  a.s  delay  may  be  injurious  to  the  interests  of  tlie  public  as  well  as  the 
individuals,  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  communicate  to  Congress  the  report  of  the  register  and  receiver, 
and  to  submit  to  their  juilgincnt  whether,  upon  the  facts  stated  in  the  report,  further  legislation  is  now 
necessarj'. 

1   have   the   honor  also   to  transmit  the  remarks  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  (Jeneral  Land  Oflice  on 
several  of  the  clainis  mentioned  in  the  rejiort  of  the  register  and  receiver. 
All  which  is  resp(,'ctlully  sulmiitteil. 


The  Si'E.vKER  i>f  Oil!  llnu»e  (if  J!rjji'esciilaliccs. 


11.  B.  TANEY,  Sccrdarij  of  the  Treaaurij. 


Gen'er.\l  L.\nd  Office,  Januarij  0,  18.34. 

Sir:  I  have:  the  honor  to  return  herewith  the  reports  of  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  at 
New  Orleans  on  private  land  clainis,  filed  with  them  for  examination  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
Congress  approved  on  the  4th  of  July,  1832,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  final  adjustment  of  the  claims  to 
lands  in  the  southeastern  land  district  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,"  which  you  referred  to  this  office  on  the 
30th  ultimo  for  examination;  and  having  given  to  the  subject  all  the  attention  which  the  other  pressing 
demands  upon  my  time  would  admit  of,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  as  tiie  results  of  such  exami- 
nation, premising,  liowever,  that  no  objection  is  made,  uptui  any  account,  to  the  claims  included  in  that 
report  which  are  not  specially  designated  in  the  under  mentioned  remarks,  as  they  arc  considered  entitled 
to  confirmation  under  the  provisions  of  the  existing  laws,  and  the  principles  heretofore  acted  upon  in 
relation  to  such  clainis. 

Class  A  is  described  as  "including  claims  founded  upon  grants  or  concessions  made  and  completed 
in  due  form  by  the  French  or  Spanish  governments." 

Claims  Nos.  3,  10,  2.5,  32,  and  38,  having  no  specific  depth  in  arpents  mentioned,  nor  an_y  extent  in 
su|ieifices,  has  rendered  it  impracticable  for  me  to  ascertain  the  (iHantit.y  or  the  depth  in  each  case,  which 
would  be  granted  by  the  unqualified  confirmation  of  them  by  Congress. 

Claim  No.  4'),  for  2,009  arpents,  is  stated  to  be  founded  on  a  complete  grant  made  by  the  Sjianish  gov- 
eniment  on  the  'J//i  (/  Augud,  1802.  The  power  of  the  former  authorities  in  Louisianna  to  make  complete 
titles  or  grants  has  ever  been  considered  by  the  United  States  as  having  ceased  on  the  1st  of  October, 
1800,  and  no  complete  grant  dated  subsequent  to  that  time  has  been  recognized  by  the  United  States  iu 
consequence  of  such  title  alone;  and  from  the  report  itself,  it  appears  that  a  former  board  of  commis- 
sioners refmed  to  confirm  this  claim  upon  that  ground.  The  land  ofliccrs  now  include  it  in  their  report 
upon  complete  grants,  because  they  consider  it  as  duly  confirmed  by  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  the 
12th  of  April,  1814. — (Land  Laws,  page  651.)  But  by  reference  to  that  section  of  the  law  it  will  be  seen 
that  it  embraces  incomplrtc  titles  alone,  and  has  no  bearing  whatever  upon  the  claim  in  question. 

Claim  No.  40,  of  Susthcne  Eoman,  is  for  about  2,100  arpents,  as  being  all  the  land  embraced  in  the 
extension  of  the  lateral  lines  of  a  tract  owned  by  him,  of  eight  arpents  front,  "from  the  extremity  of  the 
first  forty  arpents,  or  ordinary  depth  thereof,  back  to  the  Bayou  Chevreuil,  the  first  water-course  in  the 
rear."  The  land  officers  state  that  they  know  n(.it  of  any  French  or  Spanish  law  or  regulation  apjdicable 
to  such  cases,  and  that  nearly  all  the  French  or  Spanish  concessions  that  they  have  seen  are  particular  in 
designating  and  specifying  the  (7'7j//t  r/cn/f/cf/.  1  know  of  no  regulation  upon  the  subject;  but  as  it  is 
believed  that  this  mode  of  granting  lands  is  a  departure  fmni  the  general  principles  respecting  grants  of 
second  or  back  concessions,  which  were  almost  uniformly  confined  by  these  g'overnments,  as  they  now  are 
by  the  U^nited  States,  to  an  additional  dejith  ut'  fort;/  arpents,  or  such  otlier  number  as  would  with  the 
front  tract  make  an  entire  depth  of  eighty  arpents,  1  think  that  the  words  of  the  grant,  under  which  this 
extra  depth  is  claimeil,  might  ^vitli  as  much  propriety  be  construed  to  mean  all  the  depth  within  the  usual 
limits  ol  forty  arpents  additional  as  could  be  found  vacant  and  unappropriated,  as  to  suppose  that  tiiey 
were  inteiided  to  grant  all  the  land  between  the  front  tract  and  the  first  water-course  in  the  rear  of  it, 
wherever  it  could  bo  found.  Under  these  circumstances,  and  not  knowing  how  far  the  uidiniited  con- 
firmation of  this  claim  might  be  considered  as  recognizing  the  principle  that  grants  with  undefined  lines 
are  tobe  recognized  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  the  claimants,  and  thus  establish  a  precedent  not  to 
be  resisted  in  other  cases,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  the  espedi(nicy  of  assigning  in  the  confirmation 
some  definite  depth  to  the  claim,  not  exceedin'g  eighty  arpents,  which  is  believed  to  be  the  greatest  depth 
ever^granted  as  an  additionrd  r.incession  to  the  front  tract. 

Ihe  class  B  includes  "claiins  foinidcd  upon  incomplete  title.-f,  such  as  orders  or  warrants  of  survey, 
authentic  surveys,"  &c.,  &c. 

In  cases  No.  26,  2S,  ami  2'.l,  the  (piantity  claimed  in  each  case  is  not  stateil,  nor  does  the  report 
enable  me  to  ascertain  it. 

Claim  No.  IS)  is  for  a  tract  of  land  more  tlian  fifteen  miles  long,  witli  a  widtli  vi  less  than  one-m'nth 
of  a  mile. 

Claim  No.  23  is  I'or  two  tracts  of  land,  one  more  than  fifteen  miles,  and  the  othi'r  of  rather  more  than 
three  miles  in  length,  with  a  depth  in  each  case  of  fil'tv-eight  and  one-third  chains,  or  nearly  three-fourths 
of  a  mile,  making  the  claim  embrace  about  10,080  superficial  arpents. 

No.  47  is  for  a  tract  nearly  eleven  miles  long,  with  a  width  of  less  than  one-ninth  of  a  mile. 

lleretolore  no  claim,  whether  founded  on  a  complete  or  incomplete  title,  has  been  confiimed  to  more 
than  a  league  square,  or  7,056  arpents;  but  in  one  at  least  of  the  above  cases  this  quantity  is  greatly 
exceeded,  although  the  act  of  Congress  under  which  this  report  is  made  expressly  provjdes  "  that  no 
clanii  shall  be  thert'in  ix-con;mended  for  confirmation  for  more  than  the  quantity  contained  in  a  leati-ue 
square,"  -  l  J  o 

Ihe  usual  practice  of  the  I'^rench  and  Spanish  governments  in  granting  lands  was,  so  far  as  it  is 
known  to  this  office,  to  give  a  narrow  front  on  a  water-course  in  proportion  to  the  depth  of  the  tract; 
very  rarely,  indeed,  giving  a  front  e(iual   to   the   side   lines  in  length.     By  reference,  however,  to  some  of 
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these  eases,  il  will  lie  seen  tli:i(  llieic  li:is  l.eeii  a  v.MV  wi.l,'  (|e|.ailiiie  Innii  ||iis  -vneial  |  Miliei|  .le ;  and  I 
shimld  think  thai  thi'  ,;;-eiiiiiiieiiess  nf  lli,.  papers  ii'iMhr  wlii.-h  ihese  hilals  a  iv'  ehiiineil.  a.s  \v,-l  l' as  I  he 
boundaries  el'  the  idailiis,  sh.mhl  he  strictly  seiaitiiii/.ed  and  salisfaeloi-il  y  eslahl  islieil  hefel'e  Ihey  are  e,,n- 
iirnied  to  the  exti'nt  claimeil. 

Class  C  inclniles  '-elainis  I'nunded  npen  |iessessi..n  and  .adtivalien  hir  at  leasl  ten  e.phsecail  i\e  \cars 
\n\ov  t(i  the  -JOth  day  nf  Ueeeniher,  Isii:;."  Claims  el'  this  deseripli.ai  IhIhl;'  ree.ii;aii/.ed  \,\  Ihc  -J.l  sc'elien 
of  the  act  of  .March  :;,  1S(I7,  (Land  Laws,  p.  ols,)  te  the  exieni  cmlained  in  Ihe  ascertained  and  ackn.,\v- 
le(I,n'e(l  lioundaries  of  the  tract  chainu'd.  |irevided  ii  does  net  exeeeil  I  in,  liiniisiiiiil  iirrrs 

The   lirst   claim  in  this  report,  the  nnqualified   ennfn-mat  ion  of  which  caniml  he  rec mended,  is  ih.al 

desiL;-nated  as  No.  (l,  l>ein,u,-  fur  a  fnmt  of  more  than  feiir  miles  ami  a  half  liy  a  depth  (jf  h'ss  ll'ian  nne- 
fourtli  of  a  mile.  The  ivniarks  previously  inaile  in  relation  to  (daims  Iniviiii;-  such  exiensive  fronts  in 
comparison  to  their  depths  apply  with  additional  force  to  this  claim,  in  which  the  limits  (daiined  are  not 
pretended  to  have  been  assig-ned  by  any  former  ,i;-overnnieiit,  it  bein,i;'  .ij,-enerally  the  prai-l  ice  of  this  i;-overii- 
nieut.  to  make  the  settlement  claim  embrace  as  compact  a.  body  of  land  as  iiracticable,  with  the  improve- 
ments in  the  centre  of  the  tract  surveyed,  whenever  the  eirtamistances  will  admit  of  il. 

Claims  Nos.  40,  116,  111,  178,  Hi),  and  l'.)!,  do  imt  specify  the  depth  of  each  claim,  or  ils  superficial 
contents,  and  I  have  no  means  of  asccrtainin,^'  cither  of  these  points. 

With  respect  to  the  claims  Nos.  84  and  8.")  I  have  to  ninark  that  the  lin/t  of  coiiseiaili\c  possession 
of  ten  years  prior  to  December  20,  1S03,  is  jml  s/a/rd  in  either  case,  althon.n'h,  in  the  olhi.r  cases  in  ihis 
class,  the  land  officers  have  so  wonled  their  statement  of  facts  as  to  estahlish  that  point  in  each  case. 

Claim  No.  80  is  for  3,300  arpeiits,  and  No.  isi;  is  for  -2,1(10  arpents,  and  theri'fore  each  c.ase  calls  for 
a  greater  r|uantity  of  hind  than  is  allowed  by  the  previous  laws  respect  in,!;'  this  description  ol'(daim. 

No.  251  is  a  claim  set  up  by  the  pidice  jury  of  Point  Conpi'c,  in  behalf  of  the  inhaliitants  of  that  paiish, 
to  a  tract  of  920  arpents,  in  consequence  iif  their  havin,i;-  erected  a  leve(_>  on  it,  after  it  was  abandoned  by 
the  ]u-etended  owners  many  years  ago. 

'I'lH're  is  no  law  authorizing  the  insertion  of  a  claim  of  this  character  in  the  report,  inasmuc-h  as  it  is 
not  founded  upon  any  ,grant  or  foreign  title,  nor  is  it  bast'd  upon  inhabitation  and  cultivation  by  the: 
present  claimants  or  any  other  jiersons. 

So  far  as  is  known  to  this  office,  m.)  claim  of  this  descripdion  has  ever  been  recognized,  ami  1  am 
decidedly  of  opinion  that  it  ought  not  to  be  conlirmed.  The  fact  that  the  inhabitants  of  tliis  parish  found 
it  necessary  or  expedient  to  nuike  a  levee  <ui  the  land  in  iiuestiou,  for  tlieir  .general  benefit,  docs  not,  in 
my  opinion,  give  tlieni  any  stronger  claim  to  the  laud  above  mentiijued  than  the  other  counties  and 
parishes  in  the  different  States  would  have  to  such  vacant  lands  in  their  limits  as  they  might  see  proper 
to  use  or  im|)rove  in  any  manner  for  tlieir  ciunmon  benefit.  Another  imi)ortant  objection  arises  from  tlie 
fact  that  the  confirmation  of  tliis  tract  would  be  justly  eonsiilereil  as  autliorizin.g  all  the  other  parishes  in 
Louisiana,  in  which  the  iidiabitants  have  madi'  lexees  in  front  of  the  public  hands  binding  on  the  rivers 
and  bayous,  ti.i  claim  the  same  in  consequence  of  their  haviii,n'  made  such  levees,  and  thus  most  probably 
strip  the  government  of  every  foot  of  public  land  upon  such  bayous  and  water-courses.  The  niunber  of 
claims  in  wdiich  this  case,  if  now  confirmed,  would  he  horeaf"ter  reterreil  to  as  a  preci'ileut,  cannot  lie 
known  to  this  office,  nor  can  tlie  injurious  elfects  which  its  confirmation  would  have  upon  the  future 
interests  of  the  government  be  now  estimated. 

Class  I>  includes  the  claims  described  in  the  4th  section  of  the  act  of  July  f,  1832,  under  which  this 
report  is  made.  If  the  claims  in  tin's  class  are  conHrmed.  and  I  ]ierceive  no  olijcction  to  them,  provision 
must  be  made  for  refunding  tri  the  purchasers  of  those  lands  the  amounts  li(.-retofore  jiaid  liy  them  to  the 
United  States, 

I  am,  very  respectfuilv,  sir,  'N'our  obedii'ut  servant, 

ELIJAH  HAYWAIJI). 

lb  in.  ];.  1!.  T.wEY,  Scrnianj  t<f  Ihc  TrroMinj. 

V.  S. — The  public  interest  requiring  tliat  tlie  original^  of  all  the  reports  tqion  private  land  claims  should 
be  in  possession  of  this  oUice  for  future  action  thereim,  I  would  respectfully  ri'quest  that  in  case  this 
original  sliould  be  submitted  to  (Congress  provisions  should  be  made  for  its  return  to  this  office. 


Rrporh  (if  tlic  reiji^ler  of  Ihi'  land  nlfii-c  and  nxvlrrr  of  jndilir  nninrij^i  in  and  for  ihr  tfOuthraMcrn  dislriii  of 
lite  Stati'  of  Louisiana,  on  ilni  vla'nm^  to  land  filed  in.  Ihe  regider's  office,  in  pnn^uanrc  of  an  act  of  Comjrcxs 
approved  on  Hie  Uh  daij  of  Jul  y,  1832,  and  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  final  adjustment  cf  tlie  claiina  to  laiuh 
in  the  southeastern  land  distrii-t  of  the  folate  of  Louisiana." 

It  was  tliought  advisable,  for  the  sake  of  greater  order  and  convenience,  to  divide  tlie  following 
reports  into  four  distinct  and  separate  classes,  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Class  A,  including  claims  fiunded  upon  (/rants  or  eoncessions  made  and  completed  in  due  form  liy  tin; 
French  or  Spanish  .governments. 

Class   B,   including   claiuis   founded    upon    incomplete  titles,  such    as   or<lers   or   warranfs   of  survey, 

autlientic  survej's,  &c.,  &c. 

Class  C,  includin.g  claims  founded  niion;jti.s.sr.s.s(0/!  and  cuUieation   for  at  least  ten  consecutive  years 

prior  to  the  20th  day  of  I)ecembor,  1803,  &c. 

Class  I),  including  the  claims  embraced  within  the  provisions  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  above 
mentioned  act  of  July  4,  1832,  i.*cc. 
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CLASS  A. 

Jiiduding  claims  /'uunded  upon  compMe  Freivh  and  Spanish  rjrant:<,  or  palenled  conceadonn. 

Xo.  1. E.  B.  Diifoucbar  De  Gruy  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parLsli  of  Plaquemines,  on  tlie 

west  or  rig-ht  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  thirtj'  miles  below  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  con- 
taining ten  arpents  and  four  feet  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  bounded  above  \>y  land  of 
Bonaventure  Bailly,  and  below  by  other  land  of  the  claimant. 

The  said  tract  of  land  originally  formed  part  of  a  larger  tract,  regularly  gra)ited  by  llie  French 
government  to  Ciiarles  (Jarel,  on  the  25tii  day  of  February,  176:'!,  and  is  now  held  liy  claimant  in  virtue  of 
ic'-ular  conveyances  under  said  grantee.  ^Ve  are  therefore  of  (i])iiiion  that  tiiis  claim  (lught  to  be  con- 
firmed. 

No.  2. — Jeanne  Livet,  widciw  of  Joseph  CJuenard,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  ]iarish  of  Pla- 
quemines, on  the  east  or  left  baidc  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  twenty-six  miles  below  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  containing  three  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  fnrty  ar]ients,  and  bounded  above 
liy  land  originally  granted  to  Jacques  Livet. 

The  said  tract  of  land  originally  formed  jiart  of  a  larger  tract,  regularly  granted  by  the  French 
government  to  Fianf;ois  Livet,  the  ancestor  of  claimant,  on  the  19th  day  (if  February,  17G5,  under  which 
said  <''rantee  claimant  holds  by  virtue  of  inheritance.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought 
to  be  contirmed. 

Xo.  3. — Simon  (Juculhi,  senior,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  ]iarish  of  .St.  Bernard,  about  eight 
Tuiles  below  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  being  a  second  or  additi(jnal  depth,  e.xtei.ding  to  the  lake  and 
lying  immediately  back  of  the  first  and  ordinary  depth  of  six  arpents  front  on  the  river  ilississippi, 
bounded  above  by  land  belonging  to  the  heirs  of  James  Villere,  and  below  by  other  lands  of  claimant. 

The  said  tract  of  land  was  formerly  claimed  before  the  late  board  of  commissioners  by  Charles 
Jumonville  de  Villiers,  but  was  by  the  said  board  rejected  for  want  of  proper  evidence  of  title;  but  tlie 
present  claimant  has  since  discovered,  and  now  produces,  a  complete  grant  for  said  land  made  by  the 
French  government  in  favor  of  liobert  Ciautier  de  Montreuil,  on  the  14th  day  of  June,  1767.  We  are 
therefore  of  ojiinion  that  the  said  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  4. — Achille  and  Laurent  Sigur  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  tlie  jiarish  of  Iberville,  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  containing  twenty-seven  arpents  front,  whereof  thirieen  ar|.)ents  have  a 
depth  of  eighty  arpents,  and  the  balance  a  depth  of  forty  arpents,  bounded  above  by  land  of  Mrs.  Baptiste 
Bergeron,  and  below  by  land  of  W.  and  J.  Montgomery. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  made  up  and  composed  of  five  smaller  tracts,  originally  granted  by  the 
Spanish  government  in  due  form  to  tlie  following  named  persons,  viz:  1st,  to  Anselnuj  Blanchard,  on  the 
13lh  day  of  October,  1797;  '2d,  to  Antonio  Blanchard,  on  the  23d  day  of  January,  1798;  3d,  to  Anselmo 
Blanchard,  on  the  3d  of  January,  1799;  4tii,  to  Olivier  Benoist,  on  the  5th  of  July,  1774;  and  5th,  to 
Keniigio  Bodro,  on  the  fitli  day  of  July,  1774;  under  all  of  whom  claimants  hold  by  virtue  of  regular 
conveyances.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  oug'lit  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  5. — Pierre  Latour  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Plaipiemines,  on  the  west  bank 
of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  twenty-seven  miles  below  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing  six 
arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  de]_)tli  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  liy  land  of  widow  Bailly,  and 
below  by  land  of  Bonaventure  Bailly. 

Four  arpents  front  of  the  said  land  were  granted,  iji  due  form,  (with  a  large  quantity,)  by  the 
French  grovernment  to  Mathieu  Santine,  on  the  19th  day  of  February,  1766;  and  the  balance  is  claimed 
in  virtue  of  a  reg'ular  order  of  survey  issued  by  Governor  Miro  in  favor  of  Pedro  Barrels,  on  the  4th  of 
July,  1791,  and  of  continued  and  uninterrupted  habitation  and  cultivation  ever  since.  ^Ve  are  therefore 
of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  6. — Joachim  Bermudez  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  at  a  place  called  "  GciUilli/,"  or  "C'hanlilhj," 
in  the  vicinity  of  New  Orleans,  and  composed  of  two  tracts,  one  of  which  contains  six  arpents  front  on 
the  Genldly  Itiyh  road,  by  twenty  arpents  in  depth,  between  parallel  lines,  and  the  other  fronting  on  the 
Bayou  St.  John,  and  forming  a  trapezium,  according'  to  a  plat  of  survey  produced  liy  claimant,  contains 
one  hundred  and  twentj'-one  and  three-fourths  superficial  arpents,  bounded  on  one  side  by  land  of  Alex- 
ander Milne,  and  on  the  other  by  land  of  Messrs.  Howe  and  Martin. 

The  said  tract  of  land  was  regularly  granted  by  the  Spanisli  g-overnmcut  to  M.  Maxent,  tin  the  9th 
day  of  October,  1772,  under  which  g'rantee  claimant  holds  by  vii'tue  of  regular  intermediate  conveyances. 
We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  7. — Francois  Philijiiion  and  Jean  Antoine  Philipi>on  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of 
St.  Bernard,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river  Mississipjii,  and  about  ten  miles  below  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
containing  twenty-one  arpents  front  by  an  irregular  depth  extending  to  Lake  Boi'gne,  and  bounded  by 
lanil  of  M.  (iuichard,  and  below  by  land  of  widow  Beauregard. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  made  up  of  several  tracts,  all  of  which  are  derived  from  the  following 
original  grants,  made  and  completed  in  due  form,  to  wit:  1st,  one  made  by  the  French  government  to 
Franijois  Galary,  dit  Chamilly,  on  the  27th  of  September,  1723;  2d,  one,  also  by  the  French  government, 
to  J.  Bte.  Leonard  on  the  3d  of  Januarj^,  1724;  3d,  one,  also  made  by  the  French  government,  to  Sr. 
Marquis  on  the  28th  of  January,  1763;  4th,  one  by  the  same  government  to  Jacob  Corbin  Bachemin  on 
the  23d  of  March,  1765;  5th,  one  made  by  the  Spanish  government  to  Don  Henrique  Despres  on  the  22d 
of  September,  1773;  and  6th,  another  by  the  Spanish  government  to  Marie.  Maria  Le  Compte,  on  the  3d 
of  November,  1784;  under  all  of  which  grantees  the  said  claimants  hold  by  virtue  of  regular  convej'ances. 
We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  8. — John  Castelin,  a  free  man  of  color,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Placpiernines, 
on  the  east  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  twenty-four  miles  below  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
containing  fnn-  arjients  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  fortj'  arpents,  and  bounded  above  and  below  by 
lauds  of  Evariste  Blanc. 

The  said  tract  of  land  originally  formed  the  lower  moiety  of  a  tract  of  eight  arpents  front,  granted 
by  the  French  government,  in  due  form,  to  Ge<M'ge  Livet  on  the  10th  day  of  February,  1765,  and  regu- 
larly surveyed  in  his  favor  on  the  9th  day  of  December,  1774.  AVe  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this 
claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

^>'o.  9. — Louis  Souland  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Plaquemines,  on  the  west  bank 
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cf  the  river  .Missis-siplii.  and  lijiuut  thirty  iiiih'S  beluw  llic  rily  nf  New  Oilrans,  ciiiilaiuiiii;-  sr\rii  aiprMls 
front  by  the  usual  (k'litli  (if  forty  arpents.  ami  IiouihIimI  aliov.-  hv  lainl  nl'  Mis.  i.iurrnt  ( i  iiiMiaiil.  ami 
below  by  land  of  Nocd  Frederiel^. 

Tlie  said  traet  ol'  land  oi-i--iiially  i stilnti'd  |.aii  of  a  larn'cr  Icael  of  l\\cnl\'  ar|H'nls  fronl,  rcunhii-I  \- 

granted  by  the  Freiieli  L;oveiiinient  to  Simon  ('al|iha,a  lici'  midatlo.  im  Uh'  2d  da  v  of  ( )ilnbiT,  ITCiT; 
under  whieh  said  grantee  claimant  n^w  holds  by  viituo  of  eon\  oyaneos  in  (bir  loini."  W'r  aio  Iherolnri' 
of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confnim-d. 

No.  10. — Pierre  Gervais  Arnoult  claims  a  trai-t  lA'  lai;d  siinaie  in  iho  palish  ol'  .lofroi  s.iii,  on  llic 
east  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  aliotit  nino  miles  above  tlio  cily  of  New  ()i  leans,  conlainim;-  six 
arpents  front  by  a  depth  e.vteniling  to  Lake  ronh'liaitrain,  and  b.mndrd  abo\r  by  land  .if  ihc  wid.iw  I, a 
Barre,  ami  below  by  land  of  Mr.  l>ai|nin. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virlue  of  a  rc'.:-ular  ,i;i-anl  mailo  ihcnMif  by  (.'o\-cinor  |)o  l!icn\'ill.' 
to  Joseph  riiauvin  Delery  on  tii;'  :2'2d  day  nf  (li'lobor,  IT'J:!.  iiom  wliich  laltor  il  has  dcst'ended  to  clainianl 
by  a  series  of  conveyances  in  diu_' torm.  W'c  arc  tlirnforc  of  opinion  (hat  this  claim  ought  to  be  con- 
firmed. 

Xo.  1 1. —  .\ntoinc  Chevalier  Dorioconrl  claims  a  tract  of  land  siinatc  al  a  place  called  "(  bait  illy,"  about 
six  miles  from  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing  lift  ecu  arpiaits  front  on  eaili  --i.Ie  of  ih"  llavoii  (b'litilly, 
by  a  de]ith  of  twenty  ar|ients,  also  on  each  side  ot'  saiil  b.iyoii.  boumled  im  one  side  by  the  lamls  of  the 
heirs  of  Leufroy  Dreux  and  on  the  other  side  by  those  of  the  heirs  i>\'  Mr.  ISeit'inniere. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  part  of  an  extensive  tract  of  one  hundred  and  se\  enty-llirei'  and  a  half  arpents 
front,  ori.ginally  granted  by  the  French  government  to  .Mattliuriu  ibeiix,  on  the  S|h  day  ef  March,  nn:;;  it 
is  now  claimed  in  virtue  of  said  grant  and  of  rc.u'ular  intermediate  coii\  iy.inc;>s  nmler  the  grantee.  We 
are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  cmitirmi  d. 

Xo.  1"2. — Marie  Joseph  Carel,  wiiiow  of  ^'entura  liailly,  claims  a  tract  of  land  sitiiati'  in  the  parish  of 
Pla(iuemines,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  about  t\venty-si-veii  niih  s  bid.iw  the  citv  of  Xew 
Orleans,  containing  six  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  deiuh  of  I'orty  arpents,  and  boundi/d  above  by  lanil 
of  Dufouchar  De  Gruy  and  below  by  land  of  Pierre  Latour. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  part  of  a  lar.ger  tract  of  ten  arpi'iits  front,  originally  granted  by  the  French 
government  to  Mathieu  Santine,  on  the  I'.ith  day  ot'  Februaiy,  niiCi:  it  is  now  claimed  in  virlue  of  said 
g-rant  and  of  regular  conveyances  under  the  grantee.  We  an.'  therefore  of  opinion  tliat  this  idaim  ought 
to  lie  conlirraed. 

Xo.  13. — Bonaveuturc  Bailly  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  I'lmpiemines,  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  river  Mississi]ipi,  and  about  thirty  miles  below  the  city  of  Xew  Orleans,  containing  eight 
arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  l'ierr<'  Latiuir  and 
below  by  land  of  Duh.iuchar  Ihi  Gruj-. 

Five  arpents  front  of  the  said  land  originally  constitutid  part  of  a  larger  tract,  regularly  .granted  by 
the  French  govcnnnent  to  Charles  Carel,  on  the  "ioth  day  of  February,  IV(k'):  and  the  remaining  thnv  arpenlx 
front  are  claimed  in  virtue  of  an  order  of  survey  issued  by  tin.'  Baron  ile  Caroiidelet  in  fav^.r  of  Carlos  Bar- 
rois,  on  the  lOtli  day  of  December,  n'.M').  and  of  continued  possession  and  cultivation  e\i'r  since.  We  are 
therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  lie  contirmed. 

Xo.  14. — The  widow  and  heirs  of  Laurent  (hienaril  (daim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Pla- 
quemines, on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  twenty-seven  miles  lud'^w  the  city  of  Xew 
Orleans,  containin.g  live  arpents  and  seven  toises  front  iiy  the  ordinary  de[ith  of  ferly  ar|ients,  and  bcmnded 
above  by  lami  of  Jean  Barroi  and  below  by  land  of  Louis  Souland. 

The  said  tract  of  land  originally  firmed  part  of  a  larger  tract  regularly  grantid  by  the  Fn  nch  govern- 
ment to  Simon  Caliiha,  a  free  mulatto,  em  the  2d  day  of  October,  HtiT ;  it  is  now  claimed  in  virtue  of  said 
g'rant  and  of  a  series  of  conveyances,  in  due  I'orm,  uinler  said  grantee.  \Ve  are  tlierid'ore  of  opinien  that 
this  claim  ougdit  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  lb. — Louis  Menier  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  lber\illi\  on  tin.'  east  liank  of  the 
river  Mississippi,  containing  one  arpent  front  by  th(>  ordinary  depth  of  i'orty  arpents.  and  luundeil  on  the 
upper  side  by  land  of  Adrien  Devc'  and  on  the  lower  by  land  of  Mad.  Pierre  Lope. 

The  said  tract  of  land  forms  part  of  a  lar.n'cr  tract  of  six  arpents  live  toises  and  one  f  mt  front, 
originally  granted  by  the  Spanish  government  to  Anselmo  Beliie.  ou  the  "ith  day  of  February,  ITTo.  in 
wliose  favor  it  had  iireviously  lieeir  regularly  surveyed,  on  tlie  oth  day  of  M  ircli.  1772.  \\  e  arr;  therefire 
of  opinion  that  tliis  claim  luiglit  to  be  conlirmed 

Xo.  16. — Jean  Estevan  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  jiarish  of  Ibei'ville,  on  the  east  bank  of 
the  river  Mississippi,  containing  one  arpent  front  by  the  ordinary  dejith  of  furty  arpents,  and  bounded 
above  by  land  of  Mrs.  Pierre  Lope  and  below  by  land  of  Mad.  Thomas  Fstev.in. 

The' said  tract  of  land  forms  part  of  the  tract  originally  granted  to  Anselmo  Bidile,  and  mentioned  in 
the  foregoing  report  on  the  claim  of  Liuiis  Menier,  X^o.  13,  to  which  we  ref 'r.  We  are  therei'ore  ot  opinion 
that  this  claim  ought  to  be  conlirmed. 

No.  17. — TheNvidow  of  Pierre  Lope  (daims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Iberville,  on  the 
east  bank  of  the  river  .Mississippi,  containing  oiu.'  arpent  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  ar]ients, 
and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Louis  .Alenier  and  below  by  land  of  Mrs.  Idiomas  Estevan. 

The  said  tract  of  land  constitutes  part  of  tiic  tract  originally  granted  by  the  Spanish  government  to 
Anselmo  Beliie,  and  mentioned  in  our  report  on  the  claim  of  Louis  Menier,  Xd.  l-"i,  to  which  we  refer.  U  e 
are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  conlirmed. 

No.  18. — Adrien  Dove  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Iberville,  on  the  east  bank  of  the 
river  Mississippi,  containin.g  one  arpent  two  toises  tliree  feet  and  six  inches  front,  liy  the  ordinary  depth 
of  fortv  arpents,  and  bounded  above  bv  land  of  Victor  Chevalier  and  lndow  liy  land  .if  L,  Menier. 

The  said  tract  of  land  forms  part  of  the  tract  originally  granted  by  the  Spanish  .govia-nment  to 
Anselmo  Beliie.  and  mentioned  in  our  report  <in  the  claim  of  Louis  Menier,  X(.i.  1  e.  to  which  we  r.d'er. 
We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  conlirmed. 

No.  19. Victor  Chevalier  claims  a  traet  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Iberville,  on  the  east  bank 

of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  one  arpent  two  toises  three  feet  and  six  inches  front,  by  thi'  ordinary 
depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Arthemise  and  Marie  Cassagnol,  free  persons  of 
color,  and  below  by  land  of  Adrien  Deve. 

The  said  tract  of  land  forms  part  of  the  tract  origi;ially  granted  to  Anselmo  Beliie,  and  mentioned 
in  our  report  on  the  claim  of  Louis  Menier,  Xo.  l.'i,  to  which  we  refta-.  We  are,  therefore,  of  oijinion  that 
this  claim  ouirht  to  be  confirmed. 
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No.  2(1. — Artbeiiiist'  (Jussa,2:iii>l  ami  ,Mai-io  Cassag-mil  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of 
Iborvillo,  on  the  ea.st  hank  of  the  liver  Mississippi,  containing'  one  arpent  front  by  the  ordinary  deptli  of 
forty  arpents,  and  bonndei]  abuve  by  land  of   Jean  Estevan  and  below  by  laud  of  Victor  Chevalier. 

The  said  tract  of  land  forms  part  of  the  tract  (jrigiiially  a:ranted  by  the  Spanish  government  to  An- 
selmo  Belile,  and  mentioned  in  our  report  on  the  claim  of  Louis  Menier,  No.  15,  to  -which  wc  refer.  We 
are   therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  oug-lit  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  21. — E.  B.  Dufouchar  Dc  Gray  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Plaquemines,  on  the 
west  baidc  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  aliout  twenty-seven  miles  below  the  city  of  New  Orlean.s,  con- 
taining- eleven  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Noel 
Frederick  and  bidow  by  land  of  the  wiilow  Bailly. 

Six  arpents  front  of  the  said  land  are  claimed  in  virtue  of  a  con-iplete  g-rant  made  thereof  h}'  the 
French  government,  to  a  free  negro  named  Charles,  on  the  2d  day  of  October,  176T;  and  the  balance  is 
claimed,  also,  in  virtue  of  a  c<implcte  grant  made  thereof,  with  a  larger  quantity,  by  the  French  govern- 
ment, to  Simon  Calpha,  a  free  mulatto,  on  the  said  2d  day  of  October,  1707,  under  wliicli  said  g'rantees 
claimant  holds,  l)y  virtue  of  regular  conveyances.  Wc  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to 
be  coidirmed. 

No.  22. — Marcos  Coulon  de  ViIli(M-s  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Iberville,  and  dis- 
trict of  (ialveztown,  containing  live  hundred  and  forty  superficial  arpents,  fronting  on  the  west  bank  of 
the  river  Amite,  and  Ijounded  on  one  side  by  land  foi-merly  belonging  to  Philip  Stap,  and  on  the  other  by 
land  of  John  Crouse. 

The  said  tract  of  land  was  purchased  by  claimant  from  Juan  Anica,  alias  Janica.  on  the  27th  day  of 
January,  1795;  which  latter  obtained  the  same  from  the  Spanish  government  by  virtue  of  a  complete 
grant,  bearing  date  tlie  od  of  October,  1794.  AVe  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be 
confirmed. 

No,  23. — Marguerite  Nivot,  widow  of  Jean  Barrels,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of 
Plaquemines,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi  a!id  about  twenty-seven  miles  Itelow  tlie  city  of 
New  Orleans,  containing  three  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above 
by  land  of  Zenon  Nivet  and  below  iiy  land  of  the  widow  Laurent  Guenard. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  the  moiety  of  a  larger  tract  of  six  arpents  front,  originally  granted  by  the 
French  government,  in  due  form,  to  one  Jeati  Baplis/e,  a  free  mulatto,  on  the  2d  day  of  October,  1767; 
under  wliich  said  grantee  claimant  now  holds,  in  virtue  of  regular  conveyances.  Wf  are  therefore  of 
opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  24. — Zt'iion  Nivet  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Plaipiemines,  on  the  west  bank 
of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  twenty-seven  miles  below  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing  one 
arpent  fifteen  toises  eleven  feet  and  tliree  inches  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded 
above  by  land  of  the  heirs  of  Barrels   and  below  by  land  of  ^larguerite  Nivet,  widow  of  Jean  Barrois. 

The  said  tract  of  land  forms  part  of  a  larger  tract  of  six  arpents  front,  originally  granted  by  the 
French  government,  in  due  form,  to  one  Jean  JSaptide,  a  free  mulatto,  on  the  2d  day  of  October,  1767; 
under  which  grantee  claimant  now  holds,  in  virtue  of  regular  successive  sales.  We  are  therefore  of 
o]]inion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

Xo.  25. — Magloire  Guichard  claims  a  tract  nf  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  St.  Bernard,  on  the  east  bank 
of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  nine  miles  below  tlie  citj'  of  New  Orleans,  containing-  twelve  arpents 
front,  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  with  the  exception  of  the  upper  two  arpents  front,  which  have 
a  depth  ti.i  the  lake;  boTinded  above  by  lands  of  Celestin  La  Chiapella,  and  below  by  lands  of  F.  &  J.  A. 
Philippon. 

The  said  tract  of  land  (with  the  exception  of  the  extension  of  depth  to  the  lake,  of  a  part  thereof, 
as  above  mentioned)  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  a  complete  grant  made  thereof,  with  a  larger  quantity,  by 
the  French  government,  to  Jacob  Corbin  Bachemin,  on  tlio  23d  day  of  jMarcli,  1765;  and  the  said  extension 
of  depth  to  the  lake  is  claimed,  also,  in  virtue  of  a  complete  grant  made  by  the  French  government  to 
Jousset  de  Laloir,  on  tlie  2d  day  of  Januar)',  1767  ;  under  both  of  which  grantees  claimant  holds,  by  virtue 
of  regular  successive  sales.     We   are  tlierefore  of  opinion  that    this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  20. — Etiennc  Grandpre  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  West  Baton  Pouge,  and  on 
the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  four  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty 
arpents,  at  the  extremity  of  wliicli  the  land  widens  so  as  to  form  a  front  of  eight  arpents,  which  last  has 
a  depth,  also,  of  forty  arpents,  making  in  all  an  irregular  depth  of  eir/ht)/  arjxntt:;  bounded  above  by  land 
of  Pierre  Lafiton,  and  below  by  land  of . 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  part  of  a  larger  tract  of  twenty-four  arpents  front,  by  eighty  arpents  in 
depth,  regularly  surveyed  in  the  year  1798,  by  Don  Carlos  Trudeau,  surveyor  general  of  the  late  province 
of  Louisiana,  in  favor  of  Joseph  Barques  Vahamonde;  to  which  latter  a  complete  grant  thereof  was  made, 
by  Governor  J.  Ventura  Morales,  on  the  9th  day  of  November,  1802.  The  portion  now  claimed  is  held 
under  the  said  grantee,  by  virtue  of  regidar  successive  sales.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this 
claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  27. — Pierre  Lafilon  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  West  Baton  llouge,  and  on 
the  west  bank  of  the  river  Jlississippi,  containing  four  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents, 
and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Dr.  A.  J.   Doussan  and  below  by  land  of  Etienne  Grandjire. 

The  said  tract  of  land  forms  part  of  the  tract  granted  by  tiie  Spanish  government  to  Joseph  Banjues 
Vahamonde,  and  mentioned  in  the  next  preceding  report  on  the  claim  of  Etienne  Grandpre,  (No.  20,)  to 
which  we  refer.     Wc  are   therefore   of  o])inion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  28. — Antoine  Jose|ih  Doussan  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parisli  of  AVest  Baton  Rouge, 
and  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  two  arpents  front  by  tlie  ordinary  depth  of 
forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  0.  Bernavd  and  below  hj  land  of  Pierre  Lafiton. 

The  said  tract  of  land  firms  part  of  the  tract  granted  by  the  Si>anish  government  to  Joseph  Barques 
Vahamonde,  and  mentioned  in  our  repiu-t  on  the  claim  of  Etiennc  Grandpre,  (No.  26,)  to  which  we  refer. 
We  are  therefore   of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  29. — The  heirs  of  Frangiis  Martin  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Plaquemines,  on 
the  cast  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  thirty-nine  miles  below  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  con- 
taining twenty  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Pedro 
Cosset  and  below  by  land  of  Jean  Denesse. 

The   said   tract  of  land   is  claimed  in  virtue  of  a  regular  and  complete  grant    made  thereof,  by  the 
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Froneli  ,u-ovcriiiiiiMit,  to  Friiiii-oi.s  J[artin.  (n-randralhcr  nf  the  claiiiiMiilsA  nn  the  7tli  ilay  eC  Sc)i|ianl.iT, 
17(U.      \\  I'  arc    (lirrcl'iirc    nl'  i'|iiiiiiin  thai  tliis  riaiiii  oii;j  hi  ici  hr  cnnhriiiiML 

Xo.  :i().-  -Jnhii  Kslcvni  rhiinis  a.  tvarl  dl'  himl  silualc  in  Ih.-  pansh  .il'  Ihcrvilh',  ami  on  ihr  cast  hank 
nf  the  i-ivia-  .\Lssissi|i|ii,  coiilailiiii--  six  arjM'iils  live  Iniscs  three  leet  ami  six  iiiehrs  iVnnl  l,v  the  niilinai-y 
(U'litii  ef  forty  ai-|ieiits,  anil  hoiimleil  aho\e'  l>y  land  of  franc;  hs  Si^'nineaM  ami  lielow  h\  laiid  of  I'ranc  >is 
Cassai^'uol. 

TIh'  said  traet  of  land  was  ^-ranted  in  due  fo|-ni,  hy  the  Spanish  ;j,-o\-eiainient,  to  j'cho  Le  IJIane,  mi 
llic  ;")th  day  of  f'elirnarv,  17"ti;  it  is  now  elaimed  in  \irtue  of  said  i;raiit,  and  of  rejidar  sm-eessiv<'  eon- 
veyances  inidia-  the  ^-ranlee       We  are    thei-efore   of  o|iinioii  that  this  i-hiini  on^'ht  to  he  eonlirnied. 

No.   oL — William    W.    .Mont.^oinery  ami    Jt than    .\tonl.i;omeiy  elaini   a   tract   of  land  sihiati'  in  the 

parish  of  Ihervilli.',  and  on  the  west  hank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  contaiiiini;'  t wcnty-thice  ami  oncdiall 
arpoiits  iront  hy  a  clepth  of  eiL;hty  arpents,  and  hounded  al)uve  hy  laml  of  Laurent  and  .\chille  Sit;air 
anil  liidow  by  uther  land  of  claimants,  whereof  the  title  has  heen  dulv  i-onlirmed. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  part  of  a  lar.i;er  tract,  formeily  the  properly  ol'  l»on  Ansidnio  IJIanchard,  to 
whom  the  same  was  g-ranted  hy  the  Spanish  ,e;iivcrnment.  in  due  f.)rni,  hy  two  different  concessions, 
bcariii.i;-  date,  the  firf:t,  the  lutli  day  of  Uctoher,  1797;  and  IJf  <ilhri\  the  :;d  dav  of  .lannarv,  17911;  it  is 
now  claimi-'d  in  virtue  of  said  .grants,  and  of  re.gadar  conveyances  inider  the  grantee.  We  are  therefore 
of  opinion  that  this  claim  on^lit  to  Ih;  confirmed. 

No.  32. — Widow  Fran?  lis  Pascalis  Laharre,  claims  a  tiact  of  land  sitn:ite  in  the  ]iarish  of  .Tell'erson, 
on  the  east  bauk  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  inne  miles  abo\c  the  i-i|y  of  New  ( Irleans,  containing' 
twfuty  arpents  front  by  a  deptli  extendiUL;-  back  to  Lake  I'ontchartrain,  and  bounded  above  by  the  lands 
of  Norbert  Fortier,  senior,  and  below  by  those  of  {b'r\ais  .\rnoull. 

It  a])pears  that  the  said  traet  of  land,  toL;etlier  with  a  lai'.L;-er  ipnintily,  was  anciently  the  prupei'ty  of 
M.  Lebi-etton,  who  obtained  from  the  French  yovennnent,  on  the  ('ith  day  of  October,  17(m,  a  complete 
ji'rant,  by  wddcli  au  extension  of  depth  beyond  the  lirst  depth  of  Ibvty  aipents  was  accorded  to  him  as 
far  as  Lake  I'outeliai-train;  in  wdiicli  said  .u'rant  his  tith'  to  the  said  lirst  depth  is  formally  recoM-nized. 
The  land,  as  above  described,  is  now  claimed  in  virtue  of  said  .gaant,  and  of  continued  and  uninti/rrupted 
pos.session  ami  cultivation  since  the  date  thereof.  A\'e  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ou,i;'ht  to 
be  eonlirnied. 

No.  33. — Alexander  Milne  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  county  of  Orleans,  and  on  the  south 
side  of  Lake  Ponteliartrain,  eontainin.n-  forty  arpents  front  on  said  lake  by  a  ilepth  of  eigdit  arpents; 
beginning-  at  the  baj'ou  Cochon,  and  running'  eastwardl,v  to  the  stock  farm  ("  vacherie")  of  ^h'.  Dui  dan  tier. 

The  said  tract  of  land  was  regularly  granted  by  the  French  govcriunent  to  .M.  Auhert,  on  the  19th 
day  of  November,  17(55;  under  wliieli  g'Rintee  claimant  holds,  in  virtm-  of  regular  successive  sales.  We 
are  therefore   of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  eoniirna'd. 

No.  34. — Joseiih  Blanehard  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Iberville,  and  on  tin'  east 
baidv  of  the  river  Mississip'pi,  containing-  three  arpents  lil'tcen  toises  and  fifteen  feel  front  by  Ihe  ordinary 
depth  of  forty  arjients,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  I'aul  Richard  and  lielow  by  olhei'  land  heli.n.gin.g' 
to  claimant. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  part  of  a  ti'act  of  seven  ar|ients  and  live  toises  front,  originall.v  granted  by 
the  Spainsh  .government,  in  ilue  birni,  to  Juan  lliacinto  Lamlr.v,  on  tlie  od  day  of  danuary,  177li.  It  is 
now  claimed  in  virtue  of  said  .grant,  and  of  regidar  conve.vaiu'es  under  the  grantee.  We  are  thei'efore 
of  oi>inion  that  this  claim  ou.ght  to  be  eonlirnied. 

Xo.  :!."i. — ,Vnne  IJoliinet,  widow  of  Thom;is  Il'.Vipiin,  claims  a  tract  of  land  siluati'  in  the  parish  of 
Plaquendnes,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  ri\i'r  Mississippi,  and  about  Ihii  ty-thiee  ndles  below  tin;  city  of  Xew 
Orleans,  coutainin.g  forty-three  arjients  front  by  the  ordiuarv  depth  of  forty  arpenls,  and  bounded  above 
liy  laud  of  John  Joseph  ("oirou  and  bidow  by  land  of  Mrs.  Zelimi;  t'oiron. 

'J'he  said  tract  of  land  is  composed  of  two  tr.icts,  to  wit :  one,  of  about  thirty  arpents  front,  rc.gularl.y 
.granted  l>y  the  French  government  to  Jousset  Laloir,  on  tin;  4th  day  of  April,  1703;  and  the  other  of 
twelve  arpents  front,  originally  granted  by  the  Spanish  .govermneiit  to  Henry  Saussier,  on  the  25tli  day 
of  November,  1775;  under  ^vhicli  said  grantees  claimant  now  holds,  by  virtue  of  I'egular  successive  sales. 
AVe  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ou.ght  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  36. — Noel  Frederic  claims  a  traet  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Plaiiuemines,  on  the  west  bank 
of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  thii'ty  miles  ludow  the  cit.v  of  New  Orleans,  contaiinn.g  three  arjients 
foiu'  feet  and  nine  inches  li'ont  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  aip(;nts,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of 
Linus  Souland  and  below  by  land  of  Jean  Nivet. 

The  said  tract  of  land  originally  formed  part  of  a  lar.ger  tract,  granled  by  the  French  .government,  in 
due  form,  to  Simon  Calpha,  a'free  mulatto,  on  the  iA  day  of  October,  17(17.  It  is  now  claimed  in  virtue 
of  said  .grant,  and  of  re.guhir  successive  conveyances  under  the  grantee.  We  are  therefore  of  oijinion 
that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed, 

Xo.  37. — Jacques  Courtault  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Plaquemines,  on  the  east 
bank  of  the  river  Mississipjii,  and  about  thirty-nine  nnles  below  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing 
seven  arpents  and  twelve  toises  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  f  .riy  arpimts,  and  bminded  almve  liy  land 
of  Jean  Marie  Corncn  and  below  by  land  of  Genevieve  Vinet,  widow  of  Francisco  Vinet. 

Tlie  said  tract  of  land  originally  formed  part  of  a  tract  of  twenty  arpents  front,  regularly  granti;il  by 
the  French  government  to  Lo'ui.sc  Huisson,  on  the  24th  day  of  July,  17(3li;  under  wdiicli  grantee  claimant 
now  holds,  "in  virtue  of  regular  successive  sales.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ou.ght  to 
be  confirmed. 

Xo.  38. — William  (hundev,  Jaci|ues  Encalada,  and  othi'rs,  claim  a  certain  tract  of  land,  or  island, 
situate  in  the  parish  of  Jelferson,  and  district  of  P,arataria,  called  the  "  Naiid  nf  ( •hrlimachax,"  but  more 
generally  known  by  the  name  of  ''  Clicnicrr  Camiiiivla."  containing  about   one  hundred   and  twenty-six 

arpents  front,  on   tiie   bay  of  Caminada,  with   the   whole   depth,   according   to   tl ri.gimd  grant,  to  the 

"  Ilai/nii  ,,ftltc  Wr^tr 

The  said  island  was  granted  liy  the  French  goveininenf,  in  due  and  coniplete  form,  to  .Monsieur  Du 
Poullin,  on  the  Glh  day  i;f  August,  17(13,  from  whom  it  descended,  through  a  series  of  regular  I'onveyances, 
to  Alexander  Ilarang;  under  wdiich  latter  claimants  now  hold,  also  in  virtue  of  regular  conveyances.  We 
arc  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ou,ght  to  be  confirmed. 

Xo.  39. David  Urquhart  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  at  a  place  called   "  GmtUhj",  in  the  vicinity 

of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing-  twelve  arpents  front  on  each  side  of  the  Bcujoa  Geiddhj,  by  a  depth 
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of  twenty  iLr])onts,  also  on  cacli  side  of  said  liayon;  lioiiiided  on  one  side  by  the  lands  of  Guy  Drenx  and. 
on  tiio  other  side  by  those  of  Fran9()is  Dclcry  Desilets. 

The  said  traet  of  laud  is  part  of  an  exteusivG  tract  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  and  a  half 
arpcnts  front,  ori^-inally  granted  by  the  French  g-overnment  to  Mathurin  Dreu.x,  on  the  8th  day  of  March, 
17ti3.  It  is  now  claimed  in  virtue  of  said  grant  and  of  regular  successive  conveyances  under  the  grantee. 
We  are  tlierefore  uf  (ipinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  40. — Jean  Baptiste  Genois  claims  a  lot  or  parcel  of  ground  situate  in  the  parish  of  New  Orleans, 
and  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Bayou  8t.  John,  near  Lake  Pontchartrain,  containing  one  hundred  and  twenty 
feet  front  on  the  said  bayou  by' a  depth  of  three  arpcnts;  bounded  on  one  side  by  other  land  belonging  to 
claimant  and  on  the  other  side  by  land  of  the  widow  Cesaire. 

The  said  lot  is  part  of  a  tract  of  land  originally  granted  by  tin;  Spanish  governnieut,  in  due  form,  to 
Blake,  alias  Bdlegar,  on  the  20th  day  of  April,  ITIl,  and  is  now  claimed  in  virtue  of  said  grant  and  of 
regular  conveyances  under  the  grantee.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  con- 
firmed. 

Nil.  41. — Julie  Shar|j,  wife  of  AX'illiam  Maddo.x,  claims  a  traetof  land  situate  in  the  jiarish  of  Iberville, 
and  on  the  east  baidv  of  the  river  iNIississippi,  containing-  six  arpents  and  eleven  toises  front,  by  tlie  ordi- 
nary depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  William  Maddox  and  below  liy  land  belonging 
to  the  heirs  of  Florentin  Landry. 

The  said  tract  of  land  was  regularly  granted  by  the  Spanish  government  to  Pedro  Forest  on  the  5th 
day  of  November,  1774,  and  is  now  claimed  in  virtue  of  said  grant  and  of  regular  successive  sales, 
under  the  grantee.     AVe  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  conlirnied. 

No.  42. — Rene  Arnous  and  Constant  Viel  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Iberville,  and 
on  the  east  bank  of  tlie  river  Mississippi,  containing  four  arpents  and  ten  toises  front  by  the  ordinary 
depth  of  fort}'  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  laud  of  Thomasin  Blanchard  and  below  by  land  of  Victor 
Blanchard. 

The  said  tract  of  land  originally  fninied  a  ]iart  of  a  larger  tract  of  six  arpents  nine  toises  and  five 
feet  front,  regularly  granted  by  the  Spanish  government  to  Anselmo  Blancliard  on  the  5th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1774;  under  which  said  grantee  claimant  holds  in  virtue  of  a  series  of  regular  Cduvej'auces.  We  arc 
therefore  of  opinion  tliat  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  43. — Thdmasin  Blanchard  claims  a  tract  of  land  sitiuite  in  the  ]5arish  of  Iberville,  and  on  the  cast 
bank  of  the  river  Mississiiiiii,  containing  two  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  fort}'  arpents,  and 
bounded  above  by  land  originally  granted  to  Paul  Chiasson  and  below  by  land  of  Messrs.  Arnous  and 
Viel. 

The  said  tract  of  land  forms  part  of  a  tract  of  six  arjjents  nine  toises  and  five  feet  front,  originally 
granted  by  the  Spanish  govennnent  to  Anselmo  Blanchard  on  the  5th  day  of  November,  1774;  under 
whicii  said  grantee  claimant  holds  in  virtue  of  regular  successive  sales.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion 
that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  44. — The  heirs  of  Jacques  Millon  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  New  Orleans,  and 
on  the  left  bank  (ascending)  of  the  Bayou  St.  John,  containing  forty  arpents  front  on  the  said  baj'ou  by 
the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  Ijounded  on  one  side  by  land  orig'inallj'  granted  to  Jean  Lavergne. 
The  father  of  claimants,  (Jacques  Millon,)  together  with  his  brothers,  Jean,  Maurice,  and  Henry 
Miilon,  obtained  from  the  French  government  a  complete  grant  for  the  said  land  on  the  29th  day  of 
June,  1766;  which  said  grant  has  been  regularly  vested  in  the  said  claimants  by  inheritance.  We  are 
therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  45. — The  heirs  of  Jeanne  Delatte,  widow  of  J.  B.  Bara,  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish 
of  Pointe  Coupee,  and  on  the  south  bank  of  False  river,  {"Fausse  riviere,")  containing  two  thousand  six 
hundred  and  sixty-nine  superficial  arpents,  and  bounded  on  one  side  by  lands  formerly  belonging  to  J. 
B.  Bara  and  on  the  other  by  lands  (if  Jos(i  Jansie. 

This  claim  was  formerly  submitted  to  the  late  board  of  commissioners  for  this  district  by  the  said  Jeanne 
Delatte,  but  was  rejected,  or  rather  no  final  decision  rendered  thereon  in  consequence  of  the  same  being- 
founded  on  a  complete  grant  made  by  the  Spanish  government  subsequently  to  the  1st  day  of  October, 
1800,  to  wit,  on  the  Oth  day  of  Au.gust,  1802.  It  is  now  renewed  under  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, approved  on  tin;  12tli  day  of  Aiiril,  1814,  and  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  final  adjustment  of  land 
titles  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  Territory  of  Missouri;"  by  the  first  section  of  which  act  it  has,  in 
our  opinion,  been  duly  confirmed. 

No.  46. — Sosthene  li.oman  claims  a  tract  of  laud  situate  in  the  parish  of  St.  James,  and  containing 
about  two  thousand  one  hundred  (2,100)  superficial  arpents,  being  all  the  land  embraced  in  the  extension  of 
the  lateral  lines  of  a  tract  owned  by  him  of  eight;  arpents  front,  on  the  west  or  right  bank  of  the  river 
^Mississippi,  from  the  extremity  of  the  first  forty  arpents,  or  ordinary  depth  thereof,  back  to  the  Bayou 
Clirvreidl,  tin;  first  water-course  in  the  rear. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  a  complete  grant  made  by  the  French  goverimient  to 
Andre  Neau  on  the  24th  day  of  September,  1756;  by  which  grant  the  said  Neau  obtained  "  all  the  depth 
that  could  l/e  found  beyond  tlie  fird  forty  arpents,"  or  ordinary  depth  of  his  front  tract,  which  the  present 
claimant  construes  to  mean  all  the  land  extending  back  from  said  first  depth  to  the  fird  water-course  in  the 
rear.  AVhetlier  this  construction  is  borne  out  by  a]i_y  Frencli  or  Spanish  law  or  regulation  on  the  subject,  ap- 
plicable to  similar  cases,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  say,  not  havin.cr  been  able  to  find  any  such;  but  it  strikes  us  as 
one,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  extremely  ]ilausil)le  and  well  founded.  Nearly  all  the  F'rench 
and  Spanish  concessions  that  we  have  seen  are  particular  in  designating  and  specifying  the  quantity  of 
de|ith  granted;  and  where  this  is  not  done,  as  in  the  above  instance,  the  presumption  appears  to  be  a 
fair  one,  that  it  was  the  intention  that  the  depth  accorded  should  be  limited  by  some  natural  boundary  or 
hairier,  beyond  which  it  could  not  extend,  which,  in  ii  country  so  extensively  irrigated  in  all  its  parts 
like  this,  is  generallj'  to  be  found  in  some  u-uier-coursr,  ^\'ith  tliis  view  of  the  case,  we  do  not  hesitate  to 
reconiiiiend  the  said  claim  for  confirmation. 

No.  47. — The  heirs  of  Julien  Poydras  claim  a.  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Pointe  Coupi'O,  on 
the  west  bank  of  i^f//.s-e  river,  {"Fausse  riviere,'')  containing  sixty-five  arpents  front  on  the  said  river  l^y  the 
ordinarj'  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  on  one  side  by  lands  belonging  to  the  heirs  of  Vincent  Porche 
and  on  the  other  side  by  other  lands  of  claimants. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  now  i-laimeil  in  virtue  of  a  complete  grant  made  thereof  by  the  Spanish 
government  to  th(,'  late  Benjamin  Farrar,  on  tlie  18tli  day  of  February,  1790,  from  whose  heirs  it  was  ac- 
ipiired,  in  du(;  form,  by  tlie  late  Julien  Poydras.  We  are  therefore"  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to 
be  Confirmed. 
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CLASS  n. 

Jncludiiiij  ckimtt    foi/iiJrd  upon   ''  incomphic  litlcx"    nuclt  as  (in/cr.-i  (n-  tmrrnnlx  '//"  si;rvri/,    anflirnlii-  sii,- 

nnjx,  ((■(■.,  (fc. 

_  No.  1. — Samuel  BriltiUi  lieiniult  claims  a  trac-t  of  land  situa(r  (ui  an  islan-l  callc.i  "  (u-aiiil  ilc,"  iu  (Ik; 
parish  of  Juilbrsoii,  and  district  cf  Harrataria,  cmitaiiiiiiij;  abuul,  liftccn  arpciils  rnnit  un  the  iMiiimlary  liiu; 
(if  an  adjoining  tract  formerly  bt'long-in.a:  to  Etieuiie  Darboiiiii',  and  now  the  properly  of  )'.  15.  Cncke'  hv  :v 
depth  of  fort}'  arpent.s,  bounded  east  Iiy  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  west  by  the  bay  of  Camiiiada. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  an  order  of  survey,  re.^ularly  issued  by  the  Spanish  .^■ov- 
ornment,  in  favor  of  Joseph  C'aillet,  on  the  Gth  day  of  February,  lfs-2,  and  of  continued'and  uninterrupted 
iiabitatiou  and  cultivation,  from  the  dale  thereof  down  to  the  present  time.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion 
that  this  claim  ongdit  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  2. — Alexander  Lossops,  Charles  Lesscps,  and  .lohn  P..  Lepretre,  claim  a,  small  island  siluale  in  Ihc 
parish  of  St.  Bernard,  and  formed  by  the  Bo tjou  Bwti/]  Lake  Lmj,  and  the  river  ",l».r  Chlr/is,"  containing 
about  forty  arpcuts  front  by  a  depth  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents. 

The  said  island  was  purchased  by  the  said  claimants  from  the  heirs  of  the  laic  I'ierre  Denis  di; 
Laronde,  iu  favor  of  which  latter  a  regular  order  of  survey  for  the  same  was  granted  bv  Kslcvau  Mim 
formerly  governor  of  the  province  of  Louisiana,  on  tlii'  --'Oth  day  of  Dei-i'inbcr,  ITss.  \\'e  aiv  Iherefire 
of  opiidon  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  conlirmed. 

No.  3. — Pleasant.  Branch  Cocke  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  on  an  island  callid  "  (Train!  lh\"  in  the 
parish  of  Jelferson,  and  district  of  Barrataria,  containing  a  front  of  ten  arpenls  on  a  line  separating  it 
from  a  small  portimi  of  vacant  land  forming  the  southwesti.-ru  extremity  of  the  island,  by  an  irregular 
depth  of  fort  J' arpcuts;  bounded  east  l)y  tlie  Gulf  of  Mexico,  west  by  the  Ijay  of  (."auiinada,  and  in  tlie 
rear  by  land  of  S.  B.  Bennett. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  an  order  of  survey  issued  by  Governor  Estevan  Miro, 
in  favor  of  Charles  Dufresne,  on  the  17th  day  of  Scptcndjcr,  IT87;  and  also  of  continued  possession  ami 
cultivation  ever  since.     We  arc  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  lie  conlirmed. 

No.  4. — John  Emild  Faures  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Jeflerson,  on  the  west  bank 
of  the  river  ^Mississipjii,  and  about  two  miles  above  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing  two  arpents 
front  bj-  the  ordinary  depth  (if  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  N.  B.  Le  Breton  anil  below 
by  land  of  Mrs.  Euphcmia  Brown. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  part  of  an  ancient  plantation,  once  the  property  of  J.  15.  Bienvenii,  at  whose 
death,  in  the  year  1790,  it  was  forjually  adjudicated  to  his  widow,  Elena  Bellet,  in  pur.suauce  of  a  decree 
of  Governor  Estevan  iliro,  bearing  date  the  Sth  da\-  of  November,  HOl);  it  is  now  claimed  in  virtue  of 
said  decree,  and  of  constant  and  uninterrupted  habitation  and  cultivation  by  claimant  and  those  under 
whom  he  holds,  from  the  date  thereof  to  the  present  lime.  We  are  tlii.'refore  of  opinion  that  this  claim 
ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  5.  Noel  Bartheleniy  Le  Breton  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Jelferson.  on  the 
west  fiank  of  the  river  Mississipipi,  and  about  two  miles  above  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing  two 
arpents  and  twenty-one  toises  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents.  and  bounded  above  by  hind 
of  Joseph  Lombard,  jr.,  and  below  by  land  of  J.  K.  I'aurcs. 

The  said  tract  of  land  oi-iginally  formed  pait  of  ;in  ancient  plantation,  once  the  property  ol'  J.  B. 
Bienvenu,  at  whose  death,  iu  the  year  17'.H).  it  was  adjudicated  to  his  widow,  Elena  Bellet,  pursuant  to  a 
decree  of  Governor  iliro,  bearing  date  the  Sth  day  of  November,  17110.  TIk-  said  jiortion  is  now  claimed 
in  virtue  of  the  said  decree,  and  of  continued  and  uninterrupted  possession  and  cultivation  liy  claimant 
and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  the  last  forty  years  and  upwards.  W'c  are  therefore  of  opinion  that 
this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  t'l. — George  Seicsehneydre  claims  a  trait  of  laml  situate  in  the  jiarish  of  Phupiemines,  on  the 
west  bank  of  the  river  .Mississippi,  and  about  twenty-seven  miles  below  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  con- 
taining ten  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  ilepth  of  ibrty  arpents,  and  buiinded  above  by  land  of  Zenon 
Nivet  and  below  by  land  of  Charles  Barrois. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  composed  of  t^vo  ditlerent  portions,  to  wit,  okc  of  .^■/>  arjients  front,  oiiginally 
surveyed  on  tlii^  20th  ilay  of  December,  1774,  by  Amh-i/,  surveyor  gi'neral  of  the  late  ]iroviiice  ..f  Louis- 
iana, in  favor  of  dean  Domat;  and  lltr  nthiT  of  Ihur  arpenls  front,  also  sni'veyed  by  the  said  Andry,  and 
on  the  same  day,  iu  favor  of  Eloy  Danbard.  'flie  whole  is  now  claimed  in  virtue  of  said  ^.nrveys,  and  of 
constant  and  uninterrupted  haJii'tation  and  cultivation  by  claimant  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  from 
the  time  they  were  made  down  to  this.  We  are  tiierefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  con- 
firmed. 

X,i.  7. — J  nana  Truxillo,  widow  of  Joseph  Hernandez,  claims  a  tract  of  land  silmite  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  iu  the  parish  of  Assumption,  and  about  seven  miles  from  the  river  Mississippi, 
containing  eight  arpents  fronton  the  said  bayou  by  the  usual  depth  of  forty  arpenls,  and  boumleil  above 
by  land  of  Messrs.  Girod,  Brothers,  and  below"  by  land  of  Maniml  Fernandez. 

The  said  tract  of  land  was  survev.d  in  favor  of  Domingo  Acosta,  by  Don  Carlos  Trudeau,  survej-or 
general  of  the  province  of  Louisiana,' on  ihe  20tli  day  of  November,  1790,  pursuant  to  an  order  of  survey 
from  Governor  Estevan  Miro,  bearing  date  the  2d  day  of  October,  of  the  same  year.  It  is  iiow  clauned 
in  virtue  of  said  order  of  survey,  alid  of  constant  and  uuinterruiited  ]iossession  and  cultivation  ever 
since.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  <S. Francois  BarthelemvBaptiste  and  brothers,  free  men  of  color,  claim  a  tract  ol  land  situate  in  the 

parish  of  Phuiuemines,  on  the  west  liaiik  of  the  river  Mississipiii,  and  about  forty-five  miles  below  the 
city  of  New  Orleans,  containing  ten  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded 
above  by  land  of  Jeremiah  Trc'adwig  and  below  by  land  of  Hubert  Deuesse. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  the  half  of  a  tract  of  twenty  arpents  front,  formerly  owned  by  one  .lean 
Lafrance,  who  obtained  an  order  of  survev  theref  ir  from  Govinnor  Miro  on  the  2()tli  day  of  March,  17Stt 
Tlie  said  half  is  now  claimed  in  virtue  of  said  order,  and  of  continued  aul  uninterrupted  possession  and 
cultivation  since  the  date  thereof.      We  are  tlaTcf  .re  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  conlirmed. 

No.  0.— Fran?  lis  Bigaud  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  on  an  island  called  "  Grande  He,"  in  the  parish^ 
of  Jelfrrson,  and  district  of  Barrataria,  containinu- about  six  arpents  front  at  the  nortlieuslern  extremity  ot_ 
the  island,  li'y  an  irregular  depth  of  about   one  hundred  ami  twenty  arpents,  boundeil  east  by  the  Gnlt  ol 
vol..  VI S.5  f: 
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Mexico,  west  by  the  bay  of  Cauiinaila,  and   in   tlio   rear  (or  southwest)  by  lands  formerly  beloiig-ing  to 
Frau^iiis  Anfrcy,  alias  Lo  Noniiand. 

The  said  tract  of  land  was  inherited  by  the  present  claimant  from  his  late  father,  Jacques  lligaud, 
who  obtained  a  regular  order  of  survey  therefor  on  the  2d  day  of  July,  1181,  from  Don  Bernardo  do 
Galvez  formerly  governor  of  the  province  of  Louisiana;  it  Ls  now  claimed  in  virtue  of  said  order  of  survey, 
and  of  constant  and  uninterrupted  possession  and  cultivation  by  claimant  and  his  said  late  father,  from 
the  date  thereof  down  to  the  present  time.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  said  claim  ought  to  be 
conlirmed. 

Xo.  10. —  tJharlcs  Hagan  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Pointe  Coupee,  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  four  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and 
bounded   above  by  land  of  Zenon  Lccour  and  below  by  land  of  Pierre  Gondran. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  part  of  a  larger  tract  of  nine  arpents  iront,  originally  owned  by  Genevieve 
Maveu.x,  widow  of  John  F.  Dccuir,  wIkj  obtained  a  regular  order  of  survey  tlierefor  fr(jm  Governor  Bernardo 
de  Galvez  on  the  24th  day  of  Januarj-,  1177.  The  said  portion  has,  moreover,  been  constantly  and  uninter- 
ruptedly inhabited  and  cultivated  by  the  said  claimant  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  from  the  date  of 
said  order  down  to  the  present  time.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 
No.  11. — Zenon  Nivct  claims  a  tract  of  land,  situate  in  the  parish  of  Placpiemines,  on  the  west  bank 
of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  twenty-seven  miles  below  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing  three 
arjicnts  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  widow  Laurent  G  uenard 
and  below  by  land  of  Jacques  llobin. 

The  said  tract  of  land  forms  the  half  of  a  tract  of  six  arpents  front,  originally  occupied  by  one  Barthe- 
leniy  Garel,  who  obtained  on  the  14th  daj'  of  March,  1704,  a  formal  jxnnimon  i'rom  Monsieur  D'Abbadie, 
then  director  general  of  the  province  of  Louisiana,  "to  form  a  settlement  thereon; "  claimant,  moreover, 
proves  constant  and  uninterrupted  habitation  and  cultivation  of  the  said  half  by  him  and  those  under 
whom  he  holds,  for  the  last  forty-five  years  and  upwards.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  said  claim 
ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  12. — Ebenezer  Cooley  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Pointe  Coupee  on  the  Bayou 
Grosse  Tele,  and  containing  twenty  arpents  front  on  the  said  bayou  l)y  a  depth  of  forty  arpents,  the  side 
lines  opening  to  the  rear  so  as  to  give  an  area  of  nine  hundred  and  si-xty-nine  and  seventy-four  hundredths 
superficial  arpents,  and  bounded  on  the  upper  side  by  what  are  called  the  "  Three  Hillochf!." 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  ai;  order  of  survey  granted  in  due  form  on  the  17th  day 
of  November,  1787,  by  Governor  Estevan  Miro,  in  favor  of  George  Olivo,  under  Avhom  claimant  holds  by 
virtue  of  regular  successive  sales.     AV^e  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  13. —  St.  Julian  de  Tournillon  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  tiie  parish  of  Assumption,  immedi- 
ately in  the  rear,  and  forming  the  second  depth  of  another  tract  owned  by  him  of  five  arpents  and  seven 
toises  front  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  which  said  back  tract  contains  fifteen  hundred 
and  twenty  superficial  arjients,  or  twelve  hundred  and  eighty  superficial  acres. 

This  clainr  is  founded  on  a  permission  to  settle,  granted  by  the  proper  Spanish  ofScer,  in  the  year 
1802,  to  Bernardo  do  Dova,  upon  the  "requelte"  or  petition  of  the  latter,  and  was  presented  to  the  former 
board  of  commissioners  for  this  district  by  the  said  De  Deva,  but  was  by  the  said  board  rejected  on  the 
ground  that  tlie  claimant  had  produced  "  no  evidence  ivhatever  of  an  actual  settlement  of  the  land.  "  The 
present  claimant,  who  holds  under  the  said  De  Deva  by  virtue  of  regular  conveyances,  now  produces 
satisfactory  proof  of  the  actual  settlement  and  cultivation  of  the  land  in  question  on  or  before  the  20th 
day  of  December,  1803.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  tliat  this  claim  oug-lit  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  14. — Zenon  Bourgeat  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Pointe  Couiiee,  on  the  west  bank 
of  the  river  Mississippi,  C(nitaining  four  arpents  fnnit  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded 
above  by  lands  belonging  to  the  said  parish  of  Pointe  Coupee,  and  below  by  land  of  Zenon  Lacour. 

The  said  tract  of  land  originally  formed  part  of  a  larger  tract,  formerly  the  property  of  widow  J.  F. 
Decuir,  who  obtained  a  regular  order  of  survey  therefor  from  Governor  De  Galvez,  on  the  24th  day  of 
Jamiary,  1777.  The  said  portion  is  now  claimed  in  virtue  of  the  said  order  of  survey,  and  of  constant 
and  uuintcrrui)ted  iiabitation  and  cultivation  by  claimant  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  from  the  date 
thereof  down  to  the  present  time.     AVe  are  therefore  of  opinion  tiiat  the  said  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  15. — Zenon  Lacour  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Pointe  Coupee  on  the  west  bank 
of  tlie  river  Mississippi,  and  containing  two  arpents  front  by  tiie  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and 
bounded  above  by  land  of  Zenon  Bourgeat  and  below  by  land  of  Charles  Ilagan. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  part  of  a  larger  tract,  originally  owned  by  widow  J.  F.  Decuir,  who  obtained 
an  order  of  survey  for  the  same  from  Governor  De  Galvez,  on  the  24th  day  of  January,  1774.  The  said 
portion  is  now  claimed  in  virtue  of  said  order,  and  of  continued  and  uninterrupted  possession  and  cultiva- 
tion by  claimant,  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  from  the  date  thereof  down  to  the  present  time.  Wc 
are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  16. — Jean  Trahan  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  tlie  parisli  of  Assumption,  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  and  about  four  miles  from  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  fnur  arpents  fronton 
the  said  bayou  by  forty  arpents  in  (le|)th,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  widow  Jos.  Le  Blanc  and  below 
by  land  of  Francois  Landry. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  part  of  a  larger  tract  of  six  arpents  seven  toises  and  three  feet  front,  origi- 
nally owned  by  one  Pedro  Le  Blanc,  in  whose  favor  it  was  regularlj'  surveyed  by  Don  Carlos  Trudeau, 
surveyor  general  of  the  province  of  Louisiana,  on  the  21st  day  of  October,'l7S0  ;  it  is  now  claimed  in 
virtue  of  said  survey,  and  of  constant  and  uninterrupted  possession  and  cultivation  bj-  claimant  and  those 
under  whom  he  holds,  ever  since  the  date  thereof  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  said  claim  ought 
to  be  confirmed. 

No.  17. — Clotilde  Dugas,  widow  of  Joseph  Le  Blanc,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of 
Assumption,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourclie,  and  about  four  miles  from  the  river  Mississippi, 
containing  two  arpents  and  three  toises  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  liounded  above 
by  land  of  Valery  Le  Blanc  and  below  by  land  of  Jean  Trahan. 

The  said  tract  of  land  fnrms  part  of  a  larger  tract  of  six  arpents  seven  toises  and  three  feet  front, 
originally  owned  ^by  Pedro  Lo  Blanc,  in  whose  favor  it  was  surveyed  by  Don  Carlos  Trudeau  on  the  21st 
day  of  October,  1780.  The  above  portion  is  now  claimed  in  virtue  of  said  survey,  and  of  constant  possession 
and  cultivation  since  the  date  thereof  AVe  are  tlierefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 
No.  18.— -Jean  I5aptiste  Landry  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Assumption,  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Bayou   I^a   Fourche,  containing  two  arpents  front  on  the  said   bayou  by  the  ordinary 
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depth  111'  I'oity    in-|iciils,   aii.l   linuudcd    alnive   \>\  hinds  lo|-incily  hrhui^Mii;;-  [n  .h.si'iih  (uniic/,  und  hdow  liy 
land  lit'  th<'  \Yidi)\v  ( ioiizalcs. 

The  said  tract  <if  land  orin-iiially  tinned  imrt  uf  a  lar.u'er  trad  nt'sevni  aipi'iils  seven  tnises  and  three 
feet  front,  formerly  owned  hy  one  Manuel  Urdofie,  iu  whose  favor  it  was  snrveved  hv  Uon  farlus  'i'rndeaii 
on  the  10th  day  of  June.  1800,  pursiuiut  to  a  deeree  of  (iovermir  Estevaii  .MiVu,  In-aiiie^-  dale  the  'Id  day 
of  October,  17'Ji».  The  said  portion  is  now  claimed  in  \irtiie  uf  said  survey  and  di'cree,  and  of  (-ontinue'd 
and  uninterrupted  iiossessiou  and  cultivation  e\er  since.  \\"e  are  therefnrc  nf  npiniiin  that  this  claim 
ought  to  he  conlirnied. 

No.  lil. — Jean  Lewis  Castou  Vilhu-s  claims  a  tract  n\'  hind  siliiate  un  the  I'layMii  /'iijuinl,  in  (he 
parish  of  Jefferson,  and   district  of  liarrataria,  and   ah.iul    thirteen   leauiies  distant  Inim  the  citvul'  New 

Orleans,  containing-  live  leagues  front  un  the  said  hayou,  by  a  deptli  of  tlin. -pents.  (heinL;-  ain'ml  twelve 

hundred  and  thirty-nine  superlieial   arpents.)  fmunded  on  one   side  liy  the  "  Hniulrh"  and  nn  the  uihi  r  by 
the  Bayou  l-^t.  Denis. 

The  said  tract  of  land  originally  behinged  tu  Clandi-  Joseph  N'illais  hubreuil,  at  tln'  death  nf  wlmse 
wife,  in  the  year  1754,  an  inventm-y  of  all  thi'  pmperty  helongin.g  to  tlu^  ciniuniiiiihj  which  had  existed 
between  the  latter  and  her  said  husband  was  taken  in  due  form,  by  the  proper  authorities,  liy  and  with 
the  full  sanction  of  the  French  government,  in  which  said  inventory  the  above  trad  is  included  as  p.art  of 
said  conununitij  property.  It  is  now  claimed  iu  virtue  of  iidieritance,  and  of  continued  and  uninterrupted 
habitation  and  cultivatimi,  for  upwards  of  firty  years  past.  \Vc  are  therefore  of  opiniun  that  this  claim 
ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  20. — John  iMTJono.gh  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  nn  the  Bayou  "  X'c.s-  Fnmi/le^,'^  in  tlie  parish 
of  Jefferson,  ami  district  of  Barrataria,  containing  twenty  arpents  front  on  said  liayou  by  the  ordinary 
depth  of  flirty  arpents,  and  bounded  on  nne  side  liy  land  of  N.  U.imr%  and  on  the  "tl'ier  by  land  of  Jua'u 
Xorniand. 

The  said  tract  of  land  'U-iginallj'  belon.ged  to  one  Louis  Pelteau.  who  olitaincd  a  regular  order  nf 
survey  therefor  from  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  on  the  3d  day  of  September,  1794.  It  is  now  claimed  in 
virtue  of  said  order  of  survey,  and  nf  continui'd  and  uninterrupted  possession  by  claimant,  and  thi.isc  under 
whom  he  holds,  from  the  date  thereof  to  the  present  time.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  said 
claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  21. — John  McDonogh  claims  another  tract  of  land  situate  on  the  hd't  bank  of  the  Bayou  "Dw 
FamillfK,"  in  the  parish  of  Jefferson  and  district  of  Barrataria,  ci)ntainin.g  twelve  arpents  front  on  the 
said  bayou  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  on  nne  side  by  land  of  Louis  Pelteau 
and  on  the  other  side  by  land  of  Mad.  Faiui. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  derived  by  purchase  from  one  Nicholas  Dunn'',  who  obtained  an  order  of 
survey  for  the  same  from  the  Baron  de  Uaroudelct,  on  the  21st  day  of  August,  1794.  It  is  now  claimed 
in  virtue  of  said  order  and  of  continued  and  uninterrupted  possession  by  claimant  and  those  under  wlnim 
he  holds  ever  since.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  tliat  the  said  claim  ought  to  be  confirincd. 

No.  22. — Ludger  Fortier  claims  a  tract  of  laud  situate  in  the  jjarish  of  Jefferson,  on  the  east  bank  of 
the  river  Mississippi  and  about  seven  nnles  above  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing  eight  arpents 
front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  nf  V'tilant  Labarre  and  below 
by  land  formerly  belonging  to  Barthelemy  Alacarty. 

The  said  tract  of  land  was  purchased  by  the  present  claimant  from  Frangois  Pascalis  Labarre,  on  the 
31st  day  of  ilarch,  1810,  which  latter  obtained  a  grant  therefor  from  the  Sjianish  intendant,  Juan  Ventura 
Morales,  in  the  month  of  April,  1802;  for  a  nuniber  of  years  previous  to  which  period,  however,  it  had 
been  inliabited  and  cultivated  as  private  property.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  said  claim 
ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  23. — Jean  Baptiste  Degruy  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  on  the  Bayou  Barrataria,  in  the  parish  of 
Jefferson  and  district  of  Barrataria,  at  about  six  miles  from  the  river  Mississi)ipi,  containing  about  five 
leagues  front  on  the  left  bank  of  said  bayou,  and  one  league  front  on  the  right  liank.  by  a  depth  of  twenty 
arpents  on  each  side;  bounded  on  one  side  by  lands  of  Antoino  Foucher  and  on  the  other  by  the  Bayou 
"Aux  Carpe^r 

The  said  tract  of  land  forms  part  of  a  tract  of  considerable  i.-.Ktent  imrchased  by  the  present  claimant, 
on  the  8th  day  of  May,  1792,  from  Don  Francisco  Bouli.gny,  who  oldained  two  separate  orders  of  survey 
for  the  greater  part'thereof  from  Governor  Estevan  Miro,  on  the  12th  day  of  August,  1789.  The  said 
Land  is  now  claimed  in  virtue  of  said  orders  and  also  of  constant  and  uninterrupted  jiossessiou  and  occu- 
pation thereof  by  the  said  claimant  and,  before  him,  the  said  Bouligny,  for  the  last  fifty  years.  We  are 
therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ou.ght  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  24.— The  heirs  of  Guillaume  Douet  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Plaquemines,  on 
the  west  bank  of  the  river  Alississippi  and  about  twenty-two  miles  behiw  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  con- 
taining three  arpents  ami  three-quarters  front  by  a  depth  of  sixty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of 
A.  F.  &  J.  J.  Guerin  and  below  by  land  of  Joseph  Veillou. 

The  said  tract  of  land  forms  the  lower  half  of  a  lar,n-er  tract  of  seven  and  a  half  arpents  front, 
inherited  by  the  said  claimants  from  their  late  father,  Guillaume  Douet,  in  whose  favor  it  was  regularly 
surveyed  by  Don  Carlos  Trudcau,  on  the  28tli  day  of  March,  1799.  The  said  half  is  now  claimed  in  virtue 
of  said  survey  and  of  constant  and  uninterrupted  possession  and  cultivation  for  the  last  fifty  years.  We 
are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  25.— Auguste  Francois  Guerin  and  Jean  Jules  Guerin  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of 
Plaquemines,  on  "the  west  bank  of  the  river  Jlississipiii  and  about  twenty-two  miles  below  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  containing  three  arpents  and  three-fourths  front  by  a  depth  of  sixty  arpents,  and  bounded 
above  by  lauds  of  Messrs  Gu6rin  Brothers  and  below  by  land  of  the  heirs  of  Gudlaume  Douet. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  the  upper  half  of  a  tract  of  seven  and  a  half  arpents  front,  formerly  owned 
by  Guillaume  Douet.  in  whose-favor  it  was  surveyed  by  Don  Carlos  Trudeau,  on  the  28th  day  of  March, 
1799.  The  said  half  is  now  claimed  in  virtue  of  said  survey  and  also  of  constant  and  uninterrupted 
possession  and  cultivation  by  claimant  and  those  under  wlmm  he  Imlds,  fir  the  last  fifty  years.  ^\  e  are 
therefore  of  opinion  that  tin's  claim  onght  to  be  confirmed.  ,r      •   ■ 

No  2(5 An.-i-elique  Aury,  a  free  woman  of  color,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  on  the  bayou  Metaine, 

in  the  parish  of  jl'fferson  and  about  six  miles  from  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing  seventeen  arpents 
front  on  the  north  bank  of  said  bayou,  with  the  depth  to  Lake  Pontchartrain,  aud  eight  arpents  Iront  on 
the  south  bank,  with  a  depth  running  back  to  the  limits  of  Barthelemy  Alacarty's  plantation,  and  not 
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exceeding  twenty  arpeiits,  iKiniidcd  aliove  by  lands  of  widow  Lacastiore  Volant  and  Franqois  Dorvillo, 
and  bolow  by  land  of  tlie  widow  Beaulieii. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  part  of  a  lartyer  tract  of  twenty  arpcnts  front,  formerly  owned  by  Don 
Andres  Almoncster  j'  IJoxas,  who  conveyed  the  same  to  the  late  Pierre  Langliche,  a  free  colnred  man,  on 
the  1st  day  of  October,  178T,  in  favor  of  wliich  latter  it  was  regularly  surveyed  by  Don  Carlos  Trudeau, 
surveyor  general  of  the  late  province  of  Louisiana,  on  the  19th  day  of  March,  1791.  It  is  now  claimed 
in  virtue  of  said  survey  and  of  conslant  and  nninterrnpted  habitation  and  cultivation  ever  since  by 
claimant  and  tlie  said  Langliche,  under  whom  she  holds  by  iniieritance.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that 
this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  27. — Francois  Dorville  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  tlie  parish  of  Jefferson,  on  the  south 
bank  of  the  Bayou  Metairie,  and  about  six  miles  from  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing  nine  arpents 
frojit  on  said  bayou,  by  about  eighteen  arpents  in  depth,  and  bounded  alxive  by  land  of  the  widow  Maxent 
and  below  by  land  of  Angelique  Aury. 

The  said  tract  nf  land  originally  formed  part  of  the  tract  surveyed  in  the  year  1791,  by  Don  Carlos 
Trudeau,  in  favor  of  Pierre  Langliche,  and  mentic.med  in  tlie  next  preceding  report  on  the  claim  of 
Angelique  Aury,  (No.  26.)  It  is  now  claimed  in  virtue  nf  the  said  survey  and  of  constant  and  uninter- 
rupted habitation  and  cultivation  by  claimant  and  those  under  whom  lie  holds,  from  the  date  thereof  to 
the  present  time.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  said  claim  ought  to  be  conlirmcd 

No.  28. — Marie  Joseph  Bcaulieu,  a  free  woman  of  color,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  on  the  Bayou 
Melairie,  in  the  parish  of  Jefferson,  and  about  six  miles  distant  from  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing 
three  arpents  front  on  both  sides  of  said  bayou,  with  a  depth  on  the  south  side  of  about  eighteen  arpents, 
and  on  the  north  side  to  Lake  Pontchartrain,  bounded  above  by  land  of  Angelique  Aury  and  below  by 
land  formerly  belonging  to  Pedro  Demouy. 

The  said  tract  of  land  was  regularly  surveyed  in  favor  of  tli<!  said  claimant's  late  liusband,  Joseph 
Beaulieu,  by  Don  Carlos  Trudeau,  survej'or  general  of  the  province  of  Louisiana,  on  the  14tli  day  of  March, 
1796.  It  is  now  claimed  in  virtue  of  said  survey,  and  also  of  constant  and  uninterrupted  habitation  and 
cultivation  for  upwards  of  fifty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of  upinimi  that  tliis  claim  ought  tn  be 
confirmed. 

No.  29. — Jean  Louis  Beaulieu  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  on  the  Bayou  lletairic,  in  the  parish  of 
Jefferson,  and  at  about  five  miles  from  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing  two  arpents  front  on  both 
sides  of  said  bayou,  liy  a  depth  on  the  north  side  to  Lake  Pontchartrain,  and  on  the  south  side  extending 
back  to  the  limits  of  the  Macarty  plantation,  and  not  exceeding  eigliteon  arpents,  bounded  above  by  land 
of  Marie  Pierre  Dumouille  and  below  by  laud  of  llazeur  Brothers. 

The  said  tract  of  land  originally  formed  the  upper  uKjietj'  of  a  tract  formerly  owned  by  Don  Mateo 
de  Veau  y  Ines,  in  whose  favor  it  was  regularly  surveyed  in  the  year  1791,  by  Don  Carlos  Trudeau,  sur- 
veyor general  of  the  late  province  of  Louisiana.  The  said  moiety  has,  moreover,  been  constantly  and 
uninterruptedly  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  the  said  claimant  and  those  under  whom  he  holds  from  the 
date  of  said  survey  down  to  the  present  time.  Wo  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be 
confirmed. 

No.  30. — Hiacinthe  Thomas  Hazeur,  Charles  Ilomere  Hazeur,  and  Jean  Baptiste  Hazeur,  (free  men  of 
color,)  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Jeflerson,  at  about  five  miles  from  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  containing  three  arpents  front  on  both  sides  of  the  public  road  called  the  "  Metairie  road"  by  a 
depth  of  six  arpents  on  the  soutli  side  of  said  road,  and  as  far  back  as  Lake  Pontchartrain  on  the  north 
side,  bounded  above  by  land  of  Jean  Louis  Beaulieu  and  below  liy  land  of  the  heirs  of  Demouy. 

The  said  tract  of  laud  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  ancient  and  undisputed  possession,  having'  been  con- 
tinually inhabited  and  cultivated  by  the  said  claimant  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  the  last  lifty 
years  and  upwards.  It  is  also  in  part  claimed  in  virtue  of  the  survey  made  in  the  year  1791,  in  favor 
of  Don  Mateo  de  Veau  y  lues,  and  mentioned  in  the  next  preceding  report  on  the  claim  of  Jean  Louis 
Beaulieu,  (No.  29,)  the  two  upper  arpents  front  thereof  forming  the  lower  half  of  the  tract  designated  in 
said  survey.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  31. — Pierre  Babin  and  Henry  Bonamy  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Iberville, 
and  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  five  arpents  front  by  the  usual  depth  of  forty 
arpents,  aud  bounded  above  by  land  of  Bernard  Comau  and  below  by  land  of  Elie  Le  Blanc. 

The  said  tract  of  land  originally  formed  part  of  a  larger  tract  of  ten  arpents  front  formerly  owned 
by  one  Pablo  Chiasson,  who  obtained  a  regular  order  of  survey  for  the  same  from  Governor  Estevan 
Miro,  on  the  1st  day  of  September,  1786.  It  is  now  claimed  in  virtue  of  the  said  order,  and  of  constant 
and  uninterrupted  habitation  and  cultivation  ever  since.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim 
ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  32. — Thomas  Mille  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Iberville,  and  on  the  west  bank 
of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  two  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded 
above  by  other  lauds  of  claimant  and  below  by  land  of  the  widow  Kobichaud. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  derived  by  purchase  from,  one  Juan  Morales,  who  obtained  an  order  of 
survey  for  the  same  from  Governor  Estevan  Miro,  on  the  26th  day  of  February,  1791,  since  which  time 
it  has  been  constantly  and  uniuterruptedly  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  the  said  claimant  and  those  under 
whom  he  holds.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  33. — Etienne  Blanchard  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche, 
in  the  parish  of  Assumption,  at  about  twelve  and  a  half  miles  from  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  three 
arpents  nine  toises  and  one  foot  front  on  the  said  bayou  by  twenty-three  arpents  twenty-eight  toises  and 
three  feet  in  depth,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Simon  Dugas  and  below  by  land  of  Joseph  Ilebert. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  derived  by  purchase  from  Pedro  Ilebert,  in  whose  favor  it  was  regularly 
surveyed  by  Don  Carlos  Trudeau,  surveyor  general  of  the  late  province  of  Louisiana,  on  the  10th  day  of 
January,  1791,  from  which  time  down  to  the  present  it  has  been  constantly  and  uninterruptedly  inhabited 
and  cultivated  by  the  said  claimant  and  those  under  wln.im  he  holds.  We  are  therefore  of  oiiinion  that 
this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  34. — Joseiih  Guillot  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Assumi)tion,  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  and  about  twelve  and  a  half  miles  from  the  river  Mississippi^  containing 
three  arpents  nine  toises  and  one  foot  front  on  the  said  bayou  by  twenty-six  and  three-fifths  arpents  in 
depth,  and  bounded  above  liy  land  of  Pedro  Hebert  and  lielow  by  land  of  Prosper  Giroire. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  derived  by  purchase  from  Joseph  Hebert,  in  whose  favor  it  was  regularly 
surveyed  by  Don  Carlos  Trudeau,  surveyor  general  of  the  late  province  of  Louisiana,  on  the  10th  day  of 
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Jamuiry,  ITDL  since  -^vliu-li  time  it  ii;is  Iktu  cmislandy  niul  iiiiiiiti'ii-ii]il((lly  iiili;iliih'(l  ami  cull  i\  ulcd  |,v 
claiiiiuut  and  IIkisc  uiiilrr  \\lio:u  \:r  liniils.  W'c  av  I  hci-clniv  nf  .i|jii]i,in  llial  this  claiiii  iiu;^-|il  In  In'  cni'i- 
finnciL 

No.  .■;.'!. — The  licirs  (if  .luhii  Aliiiau  claim  a  tract  i>l'  himl  situate  in  the  parish  ..I'  Iheiville,  ami  en  the 
ri,t;-ht  bank  ei'  tlie  Uayeu  .Manchac,  centainiiiLi;  twcKc  arpeuls  IVenl  en  saiil  havmi  li\-  I'ei'ty  ariieiits  in 
depth,  (er  four  hundred  and  ei-'lity  superficial  ai-penls,)  and  hninided  lii'lew  hy  lauds  ("iri--iii'all y  'j-ranted 
to  James  Smith  ilarhury. 

Tlie  said  tract  of  land  is  derived  liy  inheritance  IVoin  (he  hilr  John  Ahiian,  in  whose  fa\'oi-  il  was 
surveyed  hy  I'on  Carlos  Trudeau,  surveyor  neueral  of  llie  file  pioyince  o|'  Louisiana,  ou  the  KMIi  day  of 
April,  IT!:-!-*,  pursuant  to  a  regailar  ordei-  of  survey  issued  hy  (Mi\<-rniu-  l':sle\au  Miic  on  ilie  jllth  dav  of 
Feliruary  of  tlie  same  year.      We  are  of  opinion  that  the  saiil  claim  ou-hl  lo  he  conliruied. 

No.  30, — The  lieirs  of  Jojui  Alman  claim  another  tract  of  hmd  siliuile  in  the  p.-irish  of  llier\  illr,  on 
the  Hayiui  St.  Bernard,  now  called  the  river  Amitr,  coutaiuinu-  ixyenty  arpents  front  on  ilie  said  I'iver  hy 
the  ordinar3'  depth  of  forty  arjients,  on  the  rinhl  hank  lielow  (lalvestou. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  derived  by  inheritance  from  (he  late  -lohn  Alman,  wIkj  ohtained  a  regular 
order  of  survey  for  the  same  IVom  the  Spanish  n-oyernnH-ut  ou  (he  ITlh  day  of  Septendier,  WM,  and 
remained  in  possession  thereof  until  his  ileatli,  Avhicli  (ool;  place  in  the  moudi  of  March,  I.Sd.").  We  are 
therefore  of  opinion  that  tiiis  claim  oui;'ht  to  lie  coulirmed. 

No.  37. — Francois  Dusuau  Ai;  la  Croix  claims  a  tr.ict  of  land  situale  in  the  parish  of  Orleans,  on  the 
west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  niue  miles  below  the  city  of  New  Orleairs,  coutainini;'  lifty- 
six  arpents  front  liy  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  ar]ients,  and  boumhti  above  by  laud  of  .Maiie  Constance 
Larche,  a  free  woman  of  color,  and  below  by  land  of  the  widow  Duverui'. 

The  said  tract  of  land  was  purcliased  by  the  present  claimant,  conjointly  widi  Marie  Ktieiine  de 
Flechier,  from  Don  Santia!j;o  Larche,  on  the  8th  (biy  of  May,  ISbL  ^md  vcas  specially  surveyed  in  their 
favor,  in  the  same  year,  by  Don  Carlos  Trudeau,  siu\eyi.ir  neneial  i.if  the  late  pio\  inee'  of  Louisiana,  for 
the  purpose  of  estalilishin,u,'  the  boundaries  tliereof.  it  is  unw  claimed  in  virtue  of  the  said  siuvev,  and 
of  constant  and  iminterrupted  liabitation  and  cultivation  by  elaimimt  and  those  under  whom  lat  holds,  for 
the  hist  fifty  years  and  upwards.     We  are  thi;refoie  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ou.^dit  to  be  coulirmed. 

No.  38. — Aug'uste  Ciroleau  claims  a  Ir.ict  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Fhii[ueuiines,  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  forty-two  miles  Iji'Iow  the  city  of  New  Orh'ans,  cont.aining  four 
and  a  half  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arjients,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Marianne 
Lafrance  and  below  by  land  of  Fierre  Covin. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  part  of  a  larger  tract  of  six  arpents  front,  originally  owned  by  one  Joseph 
Montane,  iu  whose  favor  it  ^Yas  regularly  surveyed  by  Dun  Carlos  'I'rudeau  on  tlu'  13th  day  of  Septendier, 
1786,  since  which  time  it  has  been  constantly  and  uninterruiitedly  inhabited  and  cultivateil  as  private 
property.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  t(.i  be  conlirnied. 

No.  39. — The  heirs  of  (ieorge  Olivc-au,  jr.,  claim  a  tract  ol'  land  situate  in  tla.'  parish  of  FoinU;  (!ou])ee, 
on  the  Bayou  Maringouin,  beginning  at  the  mouth  thereof,  and  containing  twenty  arjients  front  on  the 
said  bayou  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  derived  by  inheritance  froiu  the  late  Goorg'e  Uliveau,  jr.,  wdn.)  obtained  a 
regular  order  of  survey  therefor  fr(.im  the  Spanish  government  on  the  17th  day  of  Novemfier,  1787,  sinci; 
which  tijiio  it  has  continued  in  the  pieaceable  possession  of  the  said  Oliveau,  and  after  his  death  of  his 
said  heirs.     We  are  therebire  of  opinion  tha.t  this  claim  ought  to  be  conlirnied. 

No.  40. — The  widow  and  heirs  of  Fierre  Eobeau  claim  a  tract  of  laud  situate  in  the  [larish  of  St. 
John  tlie  Baptist,  on  the  east  or  left  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  forty-two  uiiles  above  thi> 
city  of  New  Orleans,  containing  two  arpents  front  by  the  oi-ilinary  depth  of  forty  ar[ients,  and  bounded 
above  by  land  of  J,  B.  Picon  and  below  by  land  of  (ieorge  .Shoff. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  part  of  a  larger  tract  of  six  arpents  fi'out,  formerly  owned  by  Charles 
Robeau,  father  of  the  said  late  Fierre  Fobeau,  in  whose  favor  it  was  surveyed  by  Aiidry,  surveyor  giaieral 
of  the  late  province  of  Louisiana,  on  the  20th  day  of  April,  1770,  It  is  now  claiuied  in  virtue  of  the 
said  survey  and  of  continued  possession  and  cultivation  ever  since.  We  are  therefore  ol  opinion  that 
this  claim  ought  to  be  conlirmed. 

No,  41. — Andre  Fizani  claims  a  tract  of  laml  situate  on  the  Bayou  Dra  Alirmniuh,  iu  the  parish  of  St, 
Charles,  and  at  about  forty-five  miles  distant  from  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing  twelve  arpents 
front  ou  the  left  bank  of  said  bay<iu  liy  the  ordinary  depth  of  iVirty  arpents. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  derived  by  inheritance  from  one  Pierre  Kayet,  n//'(7.s  Faynioml,  who  obtained 
an  order  of  survey  therefor  from  the  Spanish  government  on  the  15th  day  of  February,  1771.  It  is  now 
claimed  in  virtue  of  the  said  order  and  also  of  constant  and  uninterrupted  habitation  ami  cultivation  for 
upwards  of  forty  years.     A\'e  are  therefore  of  opiiuou  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  42. — Jeaii  Jacijues  Ilaydel  claiuis  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  St.  John  the  Baptist, 
about  forty-six  miles  above  the"  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  west  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  nine 
arpents  front  by  forty  arpents  in  depth,  and  being  a.  second  depth  lying  immediately  in  the  rear  of  and 
adjacent  to  a  front  tract  owned  by  claimant. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  derived  liy  inheritance  from  the  late  J.  J.  Ilaydel,  father  of  tlie  said  claim- 
ant,) who  obtained  a  regidar  order  of  "survey  tlierelbi-  from  Governor  Estevan  Miro  on  the  23d  day  of 
February,  1780.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  tlie  said  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

Xo.'43. — The  heirs  of  Stephen  Ileury  Flauchu  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  west  of  the  river  .Missi.s- 
sippi,  iu  the  parish  of  Plaquemines,  and  a'bout  twenty-one  miles  below  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing 
fifteen  ariients  front  by  forty  arpents  deep,  being  a  seijond  depth  lying  immediately  iu  the  rear  of  and 
adjacent  to  a  front  tract  now  ow-ned  by  Nicolas  Reg.gio. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  derived  'by  inheritance  from  the  late  Stephen  Ileiiry  I'lauchi^  wlio^olitamed 
a  regular  order  of  survey  thercbir  fronrClovernor  Estevan  Miro  on  the  2'JLii  day  of  December,  17'J0.  We 
arc  therefore  of  opinion  "that  the  said  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  44. — The  heirs  of  Fierre  Sauve  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  JefVci-son,  on  the 
east  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  fifteen  miles  above  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing 
forty-nine  arpents  front  1iy  a  depth  of  thirty-nine  arpents  and  eighteen  toises  on  the  lower  line,  wdiich 
separates  it  from  the  lands  of  Soniat  Dulossat,  brothers,  and  <if  eighty-five  ar[ieiits  on  the  upper  line, 
which  separates  it  from  the  lands  of  \vidow  JacipH's  Fortier. 

The  major  jiart  of  the  said  land,  (to  wit,  about  thirty-tw.i  arpents  front,  .■inciently  called  ''La  J'roci- 
dence,")  was  sold   liy  Monsieur   De   Salmon,  e.x-commissioner  of  the  navy  and   first  judge  of  the  sn[ierior 
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council  ol'  tlie  province  of  Loiiisiaua,  to  Mr.  Jacques  dc  la  Oliaise,  on  the  1st  day  of  February,  1747, 
having  been  granted  to  the  said  Monsieur  De  Salmon,  (according-  to  a  statement  of  Mr.  Andry,  surveyor 
o-oneral  of  tlicljaid  jirovince,  dated  August  20,  1874,)  by  Governor  do  Bienville,  on  the  1st  day  of  Novem- 
ber 1738.  The  balance  of  the  said  land  is  derived  from  different  persons  who  held  under  authority  of  the 
Spanish  "•overnment,  as  is  shown  by  various  surveys  made  by  Dun  Carlos  Trudeau,  the  Spanish  surveyor 
o-eneral.  °Tlie  present  claimants,  moreover,  prove  constant  and  uninterrupted  habitation  and  cultivation 
of  the  whole  of  said  land  by  them  and  those  under  whom  tliey  hold,  for  the  last  fifty-five  years  and 
upwards.     We  are  tlierefore  o'f  o|)inion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  contirmed. 

j^Q_  45_ Antoine  Michoud  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parisli  of  Jefferson  and   district  of 

Barrataria  containing  eight  hundred  and  twenty  superficial  arpents,  and  bounded  north  by  lands  now 
or  formerly  belonging  to  Ilonore  Fortier,  east  and  south  by  vacant  lands,  and  west  by  other  lands  of 
claimant. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  deri\-cd  by  i)urchase  from  Juan  Carmanchc,  who  obtained  a  regular  order  of 
survey  for  the  same  from  Governor  Eslevan  Miro  on  the  8th  day  of  August,  1785,  since  which  time  it  has 
been  in  the  constant  possession  f)f  claimant  and  those  under  whom  lie  holds.  We  are  therefore  of 
opinion  that  the  said  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

Xo.  46. — Jean  Pierre  Guedry  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourclio, 
in  the  parish  of  La  Fourchc  Literior,  containing  four  arpents  on  the  said  bayou  by  the  ordinary  depth  of 
forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  James  Mire  and  below  by  land  of  Frangois  Babin,  jr. 

The  said  tract  of  land  was  regularly  surveyed  on  the  23d  day  of  April,  1803,  in  favor  of  Don  Alex- 
andre Daspit  de  St.  Amant,  by  Don  Carlos  Trudeau,  then  surveyor  general  of  the  province  of  Louisiana. 
It  is  now  claimed  in  virtue  of  said  survey,  and  also  of  constant  and  uninterrupted  liabitation  and  cultiva- 
tion for  upwards  of  forty  years  past.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ouglit  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  47. — Fran9ois  Enoul  Livaudais  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Jefferson  and  district 
of  Barrataria,  at  about  thirty-three  miles  distant  from  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing  about  three 
and  a  half  leagues  front  on  the  right  bank  of  "Little  Lake,"  {Petit  Lav,)  by  a  depth  not  exceeding  three 
arpents,  bounded  on  one  side  by  the  Bayou  " Des  Amoareux'^  and  on  the  other  side  by  a  small  stream  or 
cut-off,  {" raceourei,")  leading  to  the  sea. 

Tlie  said  tract  of  land  was  granted  to  the  claimant  by  the  Spanish  government  about  forty  years 
ago,  but  tlie  original  papers  in  relation  to  said  grant  have  been  lost.  The  fact  is,  however,  proven  by  the 
affidavits  of  two  old  and  respectable  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish  of  Jefferson,  who  also  prove  the  habi- 
tation and  cultivation  of  the  said  land  for  upwards  of  firty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion 
that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  48. — The  widow  of  Jean  Pierre  Dugat  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  on  both  sides  of  the  Bayou 
Terre  Bonne,  in  the  parish  of  Terre  Bonne,  and  containing  491^^1;  sujierficial  acres,  bounded  on  one  side 
by  lands  now  or  formerly  belonging  to  Jean  Naquin,  and  on  the  other  side  by  land  of  Charles  Billio. 

The  said  tract  of  laud  was  purchased  by  tlie  late  husband  of  claimant  from  one  Charles  Naquin, 
in  whose  favor  a  report  on  the  propriety  of  granting  him  said  land  was  made  by  Don  Carlos  Trudeau, 
pursuant  to  a  decree  of  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  dated  February  13,  1795,  since  which  time  the  said 
tract  has  been  constantly  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  claimant  and.  those  under  whom  she  holds.  We  arc 
therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  49. — Jean  Voisin  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Plaquemines,  and  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  five  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and 
bounded  above  by  land  of  Latour,  jr.,  and  below  by  land  of  Anselme  Arnaud. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  ancient  and  undisputed  possession,  having  been  con- 
stantly and  uninterruptedly  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  claimant  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for 
the  last  forty  years  and  upwards,  three  arpents  front  thereof  being  derived  by  purchase  from  one  Jacques 
Nivet,  who  obtained  an  order  of  survey  therefor  from  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  on  the  12th  day  of  December, 
1790.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  50. — Jean  Voisin  claims  another  tract  of  land,  being  a  small  island  situate  in  the  lake  of  Barrataria 
(parish  of  Jefferson)  and  commonly  called  I'lle  Congiie,  containing  about  six  hundred  superficial  arpents, 
and  fronting  on  one  side  another  small  island  called  El  Vino. 

The  said  island  is  claimed,  in  virtue  of  a  regular  order  of  survey  issued  therefor  in  favor  of  the  said 
claimant  by  Governor  Estevan  Miro,  on  the  3d  day  of  October,  1788,  and  of  continued  occupation  and 
possession  thereof  ever  since.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  51. — Louis  Fran9ois  Montault  and  Gabriel  Moriere  Fazendc  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the 
parish  of  Orleans,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  five  miles  below  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  containing  ten  arpents,  fourteen  toises,  and  five  feet  front,  by  a  depth  not  exceeding  forty  arpents, 
and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Messrs.  Lacoste  and  Ducros  and  below  by  land  of  Agenor  Bosque. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  derived  by  purchase  from  Messrs.  Thomas  Pore  and  John  B.  Blanquet,  in 
whose  favor  it  was  surveyed  by  Don  Carlos  Trudeau,  on  the  18th  day  of  November,  1803,  in  pursuance 
of  a  decree  of  J.  Ventura  Morales,  intendant  general  of  the  province  of  Louisiana,  dated  the  26th  Sep- 
tember, 1803.  It  is  now  claimed  in  virtue  of  said  survey  and  decree,  and,  moreover,  of  constant  habita- 
tion and  cultivation  by  claimants  and  those  under  whom  they  hold,  for  the  last  forty  years.  We  are 
therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  53. — Agenor  Bos(iue  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Orleans,  on  the  west  bank  of 
the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  five  miles  below  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing  five  arpents,  six 
toises,  and  two  inches  front,  with  the  depth  thereto  belonging,  (or  ninety-seven  superficial  arpents,) 
bounded  above  by  land  of  Messrs.  Montault  and  Fazende  and  below  by  land  of  Messrs.  M.  and  H.  Andry. 

The  said  tract  of  laud  is  derived  by  purchase  from  Francis  Corliin,  in  whose  favor  it  was  surveyed 
by  Don  Carlos  Trudeau,  on  the  18th  day  of  November,  1803,  in  pursuance  of  a  decree  of  J.  Ventura 
Morales,  intendant  general  of  the  late  province  of  Louisiana,  bearing  date  the  26th  day  of  September, 
1803.  It  is  now  claimed  in  virtue  of  said  survey  and  decree,  and  of  constant  and  uninterrupted  habita- 
tion and  cultivation  by  the  said  claimant  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  the  last  forty  years.  AVe 
are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  53. — The  heirs  of  Simon  Aingle  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Plaquciuines,  and 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  twenty-five  arpents  front  by  the  usual  depth  of 
forty  arpents,  and  bounded  on  one  side  by  the  land  of  Bastion  Frederick  and  on  the  other  side  by  that  of 
Louis  Colette. 

The  said  tract  ol'  land  was  inherited  by  the  late  Simon  Aingle  from  one  Josejih  Margotier,  who 
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obtained  a  i-o.^-iihu-  ..nl.T  of  sm-vcy  I'ui-  tlic  s;iiiio  mi  the  L")lli  ,l:iy  yl'  Si'iitciiilici-,  i7S7,  siiirc  wliirh  imtIchI 
it  has  never  eea.seil  to  lie  iiilial.ilcd  and  cidtivatcd.  Wo  are  t'lincroic  of  npininn  that  this  elaini  i.ndit 
to  be  confii'nied. 

Siij}plemciil  tn  11,  X'l.  I. 

Samuel  H.  Bennett,  havin--  been  deprived  nf  a  certain  small   |i(.ni f  his  land,  in  (■.insc,|iicnec  d'  a 

decision  of  the  snpremc  court  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  rendered  on  thr  2otli  dav  o|'  March,  Is:;:;,  i,,  i|,',. 
matter  of  a  coutrovcrsy  between  tlie  said  l?enni-tr  and  the  [iroprirtois  of  ihe  ir.iet  adj.nninu-  on  om'  siilc 
is  desirous  of  having-  ln"s  claim  1o  the  said  land  (presente<l  by  him  prior  to  iho  said  di'cision)  so  far 
amended  as  to  correspond  with  the  decree  of  said  court,  and  to  that  elfect  has  lih^i  a  supplemental  notice 
of  claim,  accompanied  by  a  iig-urative  plat,  setting  forth  the  new  lines  assi<rne(l  to  his  land,  and  praving 
that  said  lines  may  be  adopted  in  lieu  of  those  contained  in  his  original  claim,  and  that  our  report  1m' 
made  accordingly. 

We  have  declined  making  the  alteration  prayeil  for,  fa-  the  fillowing-  reas.ins:  1st,  because  our 
report,  as  already  made,  (R,  \o.  1,)  is  based  upon  the  evidene.-  lirst  produced  by  ilr.  Bennett,  which  fully 
sets  forth  the  quantity  and  btiundarie.-<  claimed  under  the  oi-iginal  order  of  survey  in  favor  of  .loseph  ( 'aillet, 
and  anj' attempt  to  change  those  bcuindaries  would  h-ad  I'lan  encroachment  to  tin' extent  of  se\i'rai 
arpents  on  the  opposite  adjoining-  tract:  and,  2d,  Ijecause  the  owner  of  llu'  said  adjoiidng  tract  (Pleasant 
B.  Coke)  has  duly  filed  in  thisoftice  his  claim  thereto,  (see  B,  Xo.  .3.)  supiiorteil  fiy  the  riMjuisite  evidence: 
and  any  attempt  to  interfere  with  his  rights,  or  wrest  fiom  him  land  lawfully  ciaimed  by  him.  presents, 
in  our  opinion,  a  question  of  private  titir  over  which  v.-e  have  no  jurisdiction,  and  which  Ibrms  matter  for 
a  leg-al  investig-ation  and  decisiiui  by  the  |u-oper  judicial  tribunal. 


Class  C,  indvdinq  claims  founded  upon  po.^.^p.^sion  and  rul/ivalion  for  at  least  ten  eonseentiee  i/eo,-^  prim-  to 

December  20,  1^03,  d-c 

No.  1. — IJugues  Lavergne  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Pla(j[uemines,  on  the  west  l)ank 
of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  twenty-one  miles  below  the  city  of  Xew  Orleans,  containing  nine  arpents 
and  a  half  front  by  a  depth,  extending  to  the  Bayou  "  0((ac//a^-,"' "''  ^ibout  seventy-live  arpi^nts,  bounded 
above  by  land  of  Jules  and  Dolphin  Yillere  ami  below  by  land  of  Xicholas  Reggio. 

The  said  tract  of  land  originally  fjrnied  part  of  a  larger  tract,  known  under  the  name  of  "  Za 
Concession,''  formerly  owned  by  Charles  Guy  Favro  D'Aunoy,  who  died  in  the  year  1757.  It  is  now  claimed 
in  virtue  of  undisputed  possession  rcg'ularly  derived  from  the  heirs  of  the  said  D'Aunoy,  and  of  constant 
and  uninterrupted  habitation  and  cultivation  by  chiiuuint  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  the  last  fifty 
years  and  upwards.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

Xo.  2. — Felix  Martin  Forstall  and  Alexander  Gordon  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  [jarish  of 
Phniuemines,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  eigliteen  miles  below  the  city  of  Xew 
Orleans,  co]itaining  twenty-six  arpents  front  by  a  depth  of  eighty  arpents,  and  bouniled  above  by  land  of 
Jlessrs.  Milligan,  Hill  &  Co.,  and  lielow  by  land  of  Messrs.  Uripihart  and  ililligan. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  compi:iscd  of  two  contiguous  tracts,  ti;)  wit:  one  of  sixteen  ar[ients  front,  and 
the  other  of  ten  arpents  front,  witli  the  aforesaid  depth  of  eighty  arpents;  both  of  which  are  now  cl.iimed  in 
virtue  of  purchase  and  of  ancient  and  undisputed  possession,  having-  been  eonsluntly  and  uuinterruiitedly 
inhabited  and  cultivated  by  claimants  and  those  under  wlitim  they  hohl  since  the  year  177t).  We  are 
therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  3. — Xicholas  Reggio  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  [larish  of  riaipuMuines.  on  the  west  bank 
of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  aliout  twenty-one  nuhjs  below  the  city  of  Xew  (Jrleans,  containing  twenty 
arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpeuis,  and  Ijounded  above  by  land  of  II.  Lavergne  and 
below  by  other  land  of  claimant. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  supposed  originally  to  have  formed  partol'a  larger  tract  anciently  i.iwned  by 
Governor  De  Bienville.  Claimant,  however,  [iroves  undisputed  possession,  and  constant  and  uninterrupted 
habitation  and  cultivation  thereof  by  him  and  those  under  whom  he  Indds  since  the  j'car  1702.  We  are 
therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

Xo.  4. — Edniond  Fazeude  and  Francois  Fazende  claim  a  tract  of  land  situ;ite  in  the  parish  of  (Orleans, 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  four  miles  below  the  city  of  Xew  Orleans,  containing 
six  arpents  twenty-sis  toises  five  feet  and  six  inches  front  by  the  usual  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and 
bounded  above  by  land  of  Louis  Bcrnoudy  and  below  by  land  of  Casimcr  Lacoste. 

Claimants  prove  peaceal)le  and  undisturbed  possession  of  said  laud  by  themselves  and  those  under 
whom  they  hold,  for  the  last  fifty  years  and  upwards,  and  also  constant  and  uninterrupted  habitation  and 
cultivation  thereof  during-  all  said  time.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  th;it  tliis  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

Xo.  5. — Louis  Bcrnoudy  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Orleans,  on  the  west  bank  of 
the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  four  miles  below  the  city  of  Xew  Orleans,  c(jntainiug  fiur  arpents  twenty- 
six  toises  and  three  feet  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  ai'iients,  and  bounded  aljove  by  land  of 
Thomas  Ramos  and  below  by  land  of  E.  and  F.  Fazende. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is^low  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase  and  of  ancient  and  undisputed  possession, 
having  been  crinstantly  and  uninterrui3tedly  inhatiited  and  cultivated  by  claimant  and  those  from  whom  lie 
derived  his  title  for  the  last  fifty  years.     We  arc  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ou;ght  to  bo  confirmed. 

Xo.  6. — Edmond  Droue't  amf  Jean  Baptistc  Drouet  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  on  the  Bayou  Washa 
or  Ouachas,  in  the  parish  of  Jelferson,  at  about  twenty-four  miles  distant  from  the  city  of^  X^ew  Orleans, 
containing  about  one  league  and  a  half  front  on  the  said  bayou,  by  a  depth  not  exceeding  six  arpents,  and 
bounded  on  one  side  bv  land  of  Ariuitid  Magnon  and  on  the  other  side  by  the  Bayou  Lapointe. 

The  said  tract  of  'lan<l  was  f  irmerly  owned  by  Mr.  Villars  Dubreuil,  wh')  s  jid  the  same,  on  the  16th 
day  of  July,  177ii,  to  one  Juan  Soquet^  from  which  latter  it  litis  descended  to  the  present  claimants  by 
virtue  of  regular  successive  sales.  It  has,  moreover,  been  constantly  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  said^ 
claimants  and  those  under  whom  they  hold  for  the  last  forty  years  and  upwards.  We  are  therefore  of 
opinion  that  this  cdaini  (jught  to  be  confirmed. 
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No.  7. — Pierre  Kubin  Lacoste  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  i)ari.sh  of  St.  Bernard,  on  the  cast 
hank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  six  miles  below  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing  sixteen  arpents 
front,  whereof  six  and  a  half  arpents  hav^'  a  depth  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  and  the  balance  a 
depth  of  fortj-  arpents,  bounded  above  by  the  lands  of  P.  D.  Pc  la  Ronde,  and  below  by  those  of  the  iieirs 
of  James  Viliere. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  composed  of  three  contiguous  portions,  acquired  by  the  present  claimant  at 
different  periods.  It  is  now  claimed,  as  thus  composed,  in  virtue  of  peaceable  and  undisturbed  possession, 
and  of  constant  and  uninterrupted  habitation  and  cultivation  by  said  claimant  and  those  under  whom  he 
holds,  from  the  year  1786  and  upwards  down  to  the  present  time.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this 
claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

]Vo.  8. — Louise  Odille  Destrehan,  wife  of  P.  A.  Koste,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of 
St.  Charles,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river  Mississijipi,  and  about  tliirty-two  miles  above  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  containing  sixteen  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by 
land  of  widow  Delhomme  and  below  by  land  of  Messrs.  Brown  &  Humphreys. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  ancient  and  undisputed  possession,  having  been 
constantly  and  uninterruptedly  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  claimant  and  those  under  whom  she  holds,  for 
the  last  forty  years  and  upwards.     AVc  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  9. — Frangois  Delcry  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Plaquemines,  on  the  east  bank 
of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  eighteen  miles  below  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing  ten  arpents 
front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpeuts,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Francois  Pupuy  and  below 
by  other  land  of  claimant. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimi.'il  in  virtue  of  purchase  and  of  Ljiig  uninterrupted  possession,  having 
boon  constantly  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  claimant  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  Ibr  the  last  fifty 
years.     Wo  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  10. — Aimee  Uuillet  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Assumption,  and  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containing  four  and  a  half  arjjents  front  on  the  said  bayou  by  the  usual 
depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  abi.ive  by  land  of  Girod  Brothers  and  below  by  land  of  Marie  Louise, 
a  free  woman  of  color. 

The  said  tract  of  land  was  purchased  by  claimant  from  Joseph  Bourg,  who  had  ac<juired  it  in  due 
form  from  Marie  Pitre,  widow  of  Antoine  Marine,  on  the  9th  day  of  January,  1794;  since  which  time  it 
has  been  constantly  and  uinterruptedly  inhabited  and  cultivateil.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this 
claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

N(.).  II. — Pierre  Cliarlet  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Assumption,  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  Bayou  La  Fourclie,  containing  four  arpents  front  on  said  bayou  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents, 
and  bounded  above  by  other  land  of  claimant  and  below  by  land  of  Jacques  Barillot. 

It  appears  that  the  said  tract  of  land  is  among  the  oldest  settlements  on  tiie  Bayou  La  Fourche,  and 
that  it  has  been  constantly  and  uninterruptedly  inhabited  and  cultivated,  as  private  property,  by  claimant 
and  those  under  wlioin  he  holds,  for  more  than  f  irty  years  ]iast.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this 
claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  12. — Louis  I'ouligny  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parisli  of  Jefl'erson,  on  the  east  bank  of 
the  river  Mississippi,  at  about  three  miles  above  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing  twenty-three  and 
a  half  arpents]- front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bt)unded  above  by  land  of  Fran9ois 
Robert" Avart  and  below  by  land  of  widow  Louise  Avart. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase  and  of  ancient  and  undisputed  possession,  having 
been  constantlj'  and  uninterruptedly  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  claimant  and  those  from  whom  he 
derives  title,  for  upwards  of  f  irty  years  past.  AVe  arc  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be 
confirmed. 

No.  13. — Fran^ijis  Robert  Avart  claims  a  tract  of  laud  situate  in  the  parish  of  Jeftcrson,  on  the  east 
bank  of  tlie  river  Mississippi,  and  about  three  and  a  half  miles  above  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing 
eight  and  a  half  arpents  front  by  tlie  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  now 
or  formerly  belonging  to  widow  .Joseph  Marie  Pucros  and  below  by  land  of  Louis  Bouligny. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase,  founded  on  ancient  and  uninterrupted  posses- 
sion, having  been  constantly  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  claimant  and  those  under  whom  he  liolds,  for 
more  than  fortj'  years  past.     We  arc  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  14. — Louis  Barthelemy  Macarty  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Orleans,  on  the 
east  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  a  mile  and  a  half  below  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing 
three  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  firty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Martin  Duralde 
and  below  by  land  oi'  P.  Guesnon. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  part  of  a  larger  tract  formerly  owned  by  Don  Lorenzo  ^\'iltz,  from  whom  it 
was  purchased,  imder  authority  of  the  Spanish  government,  by  Louiii  Chevalier  Macarty  and  wife, 
(late  fatiier  and  mother  of  claimant,)  on  the  llth  day  of  November,  1794.  It  has,  moreover,  been 
constantlj'  and  uninterruptedly  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  said  claimant  and  those  inider  whom  he  holds 
for  the  last  fifty  years  and  upwards.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought'to  be  confirmed. 

No.  1.5. — Philip  Guesnon  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Orleans,  on  the  (;ast  bank  of 
the  river  Mississii)i)i,  and  about  one  mile  and  a  half  below  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing  one 
arpent  and  a  half  front  liy  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  lionnded  above  by  land  of  L.  B. 
ALacarty  and  belnw  by  land"  of  David  Olivier. 

The  saict  tract  of  land  is  part  of  a  larger  tract  formerly  owned  by  Don  Lorenzo  Wiltz,  and  mentioned 
in  the  next  preceding  report  on  the  claim  of  L.  B.  Macarty.  Tlie  portion  now  claimed  has  been  constantly 
inhabited  and  cultivated  Ijy  claimant  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  fir  the  last  fiftj- years  and  upwards. 
We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  tiiis  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  1(5. — David  Olivier  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  iu  the  parish  of  Orleans,  on  the  east  bank  of  the 
river  Mississippi,  and  about  one  mile  and  a  half  below  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing  two  arpents 
front  by  tiir  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  liounded  above  bv  land  of  Philip  Guesnon  and  below 
by  l.-nid  of    Mlirrt  Piernas. 

The  said  tract  of  hnid  forms  part  of  a  larger  tract,  formerly  owned  by  Don  Lorenzo  WiHz,  and  men- 
tioned ill  our  report  on  the  claim  of  L.  B.  Mat-arty,  (No.  14.)  Chiimant  proves  habitation  and  cultivation 
of  the  ].iorlion  now  claimed  fir  more  than  fifty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  tiiis  idaim 
ought  to  be  Confirmed. 

No.  17. — Martin  Duralde  claiiiis  a  tract  cf  land   situate  in   the  iiarisli  of  Orleans,  on  tlie  east  bank  of 
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the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  one  mile  and  a  hall'  below  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  (^ontainins'  two  and 
a  half  arpents  front  b_y  the  nsual  depth  of  f  >rty  arpeiils,  and  liomi<lrd  aliove  liy  land  of  Mail. Moiilicnil 
an<l  below  by  land  of  h.  15.  Macarty. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  part  of  the  tract  formerly  owned  liy  l>ou  Loren/.o  Wiltz,  and  inentioiird  in 
our  report  on  the  claim  of  L.  B.  Macarty,  (No.  14.)  Claimant  also  proves  habitation  and  enltivat  ion  of 
the  portion  now  claimed  for  the  last  fifty  years  and  upwards.  AVe  are  thcirlnrc  of  (ipinimi  that  this 
claim  oiij;-ht  to  be  conlirmed. 

No.  18. — Thomas  W.  Chinu  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  iiarish  ..f  West  P>alnn  i;uu,i;-c,  i>n  the 
■west  bank  of  the  river  Jlississippi,  and  containim;-  foiu-  arponls  IVoul  liy  tli(^  mdinai-y  depth  nl'  fnrty 
arpents,  and  bounded  on  both  sides  by  other  lands  ef  claimanl. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  the  half  of  a  lari;-er  tract  of  eigdit  ar[ients  front,  formerly  owned  l)y  (jue 
Santiago  Lahbi,  who  sold  the  other  half  to  Simon  Bal>in,  whose  title  thereto  was  duly  conlirnu'd  by  the 
late  board  of  commissioners  for  this  district.  The  portion  now  claimeil  was  sold  by  said  Labbi  to  Robin 
Delog-ny.  under  whom  claimant  holds;  having,  moreover,  iieen  constantly  inhabited  and  cultivated  for  the 
last  forty  years.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  con(irmed. 

No.  19. — Peter  Kap[i  and  Itosmond  Fagot  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  ^larish  uf  l'hii[ueinii]es, 
on  the  west  bank  of  tlie  river  ilississippi,  and  about  twenty-four  miles  liclow  tiie  city  of  New  (JrU'ans, 
containing  twelve  arpents  front  by  tlie  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  boundeil  above  by  land  of 
Joseph  Veillon  and  below  by  lanil  of  Thomas  Cunningliam. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claime(l  in  virtue  of  purchase,  ami  of  ancient  and  undisputed  possession, 
having  been  constantl}' and  uninterruptedly  inhabited  and  cultivated,  by  claimants  and  tliose  under  whom 
they  hold,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  con- 
firmed. 

No.  20. — Michel  l?ernar<l  Cantrclle  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Saint  James,  on  the 
west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  si.^ty  miles  above  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing 
seven  arpents  front  by  the  ordinarj'  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  widow  Poey- 
farre  and  below  by  other  lands  of  claimant. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  peaceable  possession  and  of  constant  and  uninterrujited 
habitation  and  cultivation  thereof,  by  claimant  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  since  the  year  1782.  AVe 
ai'e  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  eontirmod. 

Xo.  21. — Jean  Ursin  Jarrcau  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  jjarisli  of  Pointe  Coup('e,  on  the 
west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  twenty-six  arpents  tour  toises  and  five  feet  front  by  a 
depth  not  exceeding  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  now  or  formerly  belonging  to  the  heirs  of 
Nicolas  Bara  and  below  by  a  bayou  called  "  Felit  Ixq/ou." 

The  said  tract  of  land  forms  part  of  a  larger  tract  owned  by  the  late  Jean  Baptiste  Bara  in  the  year 
1782,  and  prior  thereto,  and  at  whose  death  it  passed  into  the  possession  of  his  widow,  under  wli(jm 
claimant  holds  by  virtue  of  regular  successive  conveyances.  The  portion  now  claimed  has  been,  more- 
over, constantly  and  uninterruptedly  inhabited  and  cultivated,  by  the  said  claimant  and  those  under  wh(jm 
he  holds,  from  the  said  year  17S2  down  to  the  present  time.  Wc  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim 
ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  22.— Michel  Aimc  claims  a  tract  of  land  situated  in  the  parish  of  St.  Charles,  on  the  east  bank 
of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  twenty-four  miles  above  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing  twenty 
arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  Ijounded  above  by  land  of  Stephen  Henderson 
and  below  by  land  of  Alexander  La  Branche. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  inheritance,  and  was  acquired  by  the  late  Francois 
Aimc  (grandfather  of  claimant)  in  three  different  portions,  as  follows:  1st.  Twelve  arpents  front,  from 
ColonerPierre  Kobert  Gerard  de  Villemont,  knight  of  the  royal  order  (jf  St.  Louis,  on  the  22d  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1768.  2d.  Four  arpents  front  from  Jean,  a  free  niu'latto,  on  the  2Sth  day  of  May,  1778;  and,  3d. 
Four  and  a  half  arpents  front,  from  Nanett  Pacquet,  on  the  Otli  day  of  October,  1797.  Claimant,  more- 
over, proves  constant  and  uninterrupted  habitation  and  cultivatiiMi  of  the  whole  of  said  laud  for  upwards 
of  forty  years  past.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  said  claim  ought  to  bo  confirmed. 

No.  23. — Etienne  Trepagnier  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Saint  John  the  Baptist,  on 
the  cast  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  containing  seven  arpents  seven  toises  and  four  feet  front  by 
the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  widow  Anna  Buchols  and  below  by 
land  of  widow  Jacob  Leche. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  ancient  and  undisputed  possession  and  of  constant  and 
uninterrupted  habitation  and  cultivation,  by  claimant  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  more  than  fifty 
years  past.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  24.— Edmond  Fortier  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  St.  Charles,  on  the  west  baidc 
of  the  river  .Mississippi,  and  about  twenty-eight  miles  above  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  contaming  one  ar- 
pent  front  by  the  f)rdinary  depth  of  forty"  ariients,  and  bounded  by  other  lands  of  clannaut. 

The  said  tract  of  land'is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purcliase,  founded  on  ancient  possession  and  constant  and 
uninterrupted  habitation  and  cnltivati.jn  for  upwards  for  forty  years  past  AVe  are  therefore  ot  opinion 
that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed.  4.11 

No.  2.5.— Bernard  Marigny  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Plaquemines,  on  the  west  bank 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  about  twenty-,seven  miles  below  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing  about 
twenty-four  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  f.y  lands  ot  Kapliael 
Labadie  and  below  by  land  of  widow  .lean  Salvant.  . 

The  said  tract  ot'land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  ancient  and  un.lisputed  possession  under  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment, and  having  been  constantly  and  uninterruptedly  inhabited  and  cultivated,  by  claimant  ami  tUos(' 
under  whom  he  holds,  for  the  last  fifty  years  and  upwards.  AA"e  are  therefore  of  opinion  tliat  this  claim 
ought  to  be  confirmed.  „         v     1         1   • 

No.  2r..— The  widow  of  Louis  Nicolas,  and  her  two  sons,  Joseph  N  icolas  and  Jean  Omer  Nicolas  efann 
a  tract  of  land  situated  in  the  parish  of  La  Foiirche  Interior,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Layou  La  h  ourclie,  ami 
about  twelve  miles  below  Thibodean.xvilh-,  cniitaining  si.x  and  one-fourth  arpents  front  on  said  bayou  hy 
the  usual  depth  of  forty   arpents,   and   bounde.l  above  by  land  of  Pierre   Aubert  an.l  below  by   land  ot 

Ciiarles  Aubert.  ,.  ,  ■       1      ■        1 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  ancient  and  undisputed  possession,  having  l^een  con- 
stantly inhabited  and  cultivated,  by  claimants  and  those  under  whom  they  claim,  for  more  than  forty 
years  past.     AVe  are  therefore  of  oidnion  that  this  claim  (Higlit  to  he  conlirmed. 

VIII,.  v'l l^i'i  r. 
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Xo.  27. Widow  Joan  Salvant  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Plaquemines,  on  the 

west  bank  of  tlie  river  Mississipi)i,  and  containing  three  arpents  front  by  the  usual  depth  of  forty  arpents,  • 
and  Ijciunded  above  by  land  formerly  belong-iiig  to  Ant.  Paturel  and  below  by  land  of  Pierre  Salvant. 

The  said  tract  of"  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  peaceable  and  undisturbed  possession  and  of  constant 
and  uninterrui>ted  habitation  and  cultivation,  by  claimant  and  tliose  under  whom  she  holds,  for  more  than 
forty  years  past.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

Xo.  28. Aun-uste  Madcre,  senior,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Saint  John  the  Bap- 
tist, on  the  east  l?ank  of  tlie  river  Mississippi,  and  containing  three  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth 
of  forty  arpents,  and  liounded  above  by  land  of  Fran9ois  St.  Martin  and  below  by  land  of  Honore  La- 

groue. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purcliase,  founded  on  peaceable  and  undisturbed  posses- 
sion and  constant  and  uninterrupted  liabitation  and  cultivation  thereof,  for  more  than  forty  years  past. 
We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  tliis  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  29. — Louis  Le  Bourgeois  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  St.  James,  on  the  east  bank 
of  the  river  ^Mississippi,  and  containing  two  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and 
bounded  above  and  below  by  other  lands  of  claimant. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  derived  by  purchase  from  one  Pablo  Martin,  who  occupied  it  in  the  year 
1182,  since  which  time  it  has  been  constantly  and  uninterruptedly  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  claimant 
and  tliose  under  whom  he  holds.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  contjrmed. 

No.  80. — Marie  Constance  Larche,  a  free  woman  of  color,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish 
of  Orleans,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  nine  miles  below  the  citj'  of  New  Orleans, 
containing  four  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Michel 
Andry  and  below  by  land  of  F.  Dnsau  de  La  Croix. 

the  said  tract  of  land  was  acquired  by  claimant  from  her  late  father,  Santago  Larche,  on  the  14th 
day  of  April,  1802,  by  regular  deed  of  purchase,  since  which  time,  and  for  more  than  ten  consecutive 
years  previous,  it  has  been  constantly  and  uninterruptedly  inhabited  and  cultivated.  We  are  therefore 
of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  31. — The  lieirs  of  Marie  Emeranthe  Schetaigre  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  Ba3'0u  La  Fourche,  in  the  parish  of  Assumption,  containing  three  arpents  frtnit  on  the  said  bayou  by 
the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Charles  Mounot  and  below  byjand 
of  Messrs.  Landreaux  &  Brothers. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  peaceable  possession  and  constant  and  uninterrupted 
liabitation  and  cultivation,  by  claimants  and  those  under  whom  they  hold,  for  more  than  forty  years  past. 
Wc  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  32. — Jean  Tircuit  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Saint  James,  and  on  the  east 
bank  of  tlie  river  Mississippi,  containing  one  arpent  and  a  quarter  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty 
arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  widow  Noel  Matherne  and   below  by  land  of  JamesfMatherue,  jr. 

It  appears  that  the  said  tract  of  land  was  upwards  of  forty-five  years  ago  in  the  quiet  and  peaceable 
possession  of  one  Germain  Bergeron,  from  whom  it  has  descended  to  claimant  by  virtue  of  regular 
successive  conveyances,  having-  been,  during  all  said  time,  constantly'  inliabitcd  and  cultivated.  We  are 
therefore  of  ojiinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  33. — Jean  L(juis  Drouet,  Edmond  Drouet,  and  Jean  Baptist  Drouet  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate 
in  the  parish  of  Jefl'erson,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  twelve  miles  above  the 
city  of  New  Orleans,  containing  three  and  a  half  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents, 
and  bounded  above  and  below  by  lands  of  J.  L  and  J.  B.  Drouet. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  now  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase,  founded  on  ancient  and  peaceable  pos- 
session, having  been  constantly  and  uninterruptedly  inhabited  and  cultivated,  by  claimants  and  those 
luider  whom  they  hold,  for  upwards  of  forty  years  past.  Wc  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim 
ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  34. — The  congregation  of  the  Church  of  Assumption  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish 
of  Assumption  and  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containing  four  arpents  front  by  the  usual 
depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  the  Right  Kev.  Bishop  Neckere  and  below  by 
land  of  widow  Thomas  Fabien  Guillot. 

The  said  tract  of  land  has  been  in  the  peaceable  and  undisputed  possession  of  the  said  congregation 
and  their  predecessors  ever  since  the  year  1786,  from  which  time  down  to  the  present  it  has  been  con- 
stantly devoted  to  the  performances  of  public  worship  and  other  religious  rites  and  ceremonies.  We  are 
therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  35. — Charles  Borromee  Dufau  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Plaquemines,  on  the 
east  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  twenty-one  miles  below  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing 
five  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  other  lands  of  claimant 
and  below  by  land  of  Henry  McCall. 

Tiie  said  tract  of  hind  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase,  founded  on  ancient  and  undisputed  possession, 
having  been  constantly  inliabited  and  cultivated,  by  claimant  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  more 
than  ibrty  years  past.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  36. — Zenou  Ledoux  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Pointe  Coupee,  at  a  place 
called  the  "  liacoinve,"  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  ^[ississippi,  containing  ten  arpents  front  by  the 
ordinary  depth  of  furty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Martiu  Tounoir  and  below  by  land  of 
Benjamin  Poydras. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  peaceable  and  undisputed  possession  and  of  constant 
and  uninterrupted  habitation  and  cultivation,  by  claimant  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  fur  the  last 
forty  years  and  upwards.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  tlmt  this  claim  ought  to  be  coufir:ned. 

No.  37. — Joseph  Cavalier,  a  free  man  of  color,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Jetlerson, 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  containing  one-half  of  an  arpent  front  by  forty  arpents 
in  depth,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Louise  Carmouche  and  below  by  land  of  Joseph  (jlonier. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purcliase,  founded  on  peaceable  possession  and  constant 
and  uninterrupted  habilation  and  cultivation  thereof,  by  claimant  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for 
the  last  forty  years  and  upwards.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  38. — Jean  Baptiste  Terence  Drouet  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Jefferson  and 
on  the  west  bank   of  the  river   Mississippi,  containing  two   arpents  twelve  and  a  half  toises  front  liy  the 
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ordinary  dopth  of  Inrty   arpouts,  and   liouiid(<d   above   by  land  of  Josopli   Olonicr   and   bidow  by  land  of 
Marcclite  Kieux,  a  free  woman  of  color. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  proved  to  have;  l)ei'n  in  tlio  cpiirt  and  undisputed  pnssossi.m  , if  claimant, 
and  those  uiKler  whom  ho  holds  for  the  last  forty  years  and  upwards,  duriu-  all  winch  time  it  has  also 
been  constantly  inhabited  and  cultivated.  AVe  are  therefore  ,,f  ..pinion  .that  this  claim  oni;lit  to  be  e.m- 
firmed.  " 

No.  39. — Juste  Le  liean,  M.  l>.,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  at  a  place  callr.l  '■  driilil/i/"  aliMut, 
three  miles  distant  from  tlie  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing-  six  arpents  fmnt,  nn  the  imrtli  side  of  the 
Gentilly  high  road,  by  a  depth  of  twenty  arpents,  and  boundeil  on  one  side  by  land  nf  I'ierre  Martel  and 
on  the  otiicr  side  by  lands  formin<j;  "  Suhrrli  Dareanti'l." 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase,  founded  on  lon.g-  and  undisputed  pos.session 
having  been  inhabited  and  cultivated  without  interrupticm,  by  claimant  and  tlmse  under  whom  he  holds' 
for  more  than  forty  years  past.     We  arc  therefore  of  opinion  tiiat  this  claim  ou;4-ht  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  40.--Renc  Trudean_  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  St.  Charles  and  on  tlie  east 
bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containiu';-  twenty-ei^-ht  arpents  and  twenty  toises  front  by  the  whole  depth, 
extendin.u,-  back  to  Lake  Fontchartrain,  bnunded  above  by  land  of  widow  Adelard  Fortier  and  below  by 
lands  belontying-  to  the  heirs  (jf  William  Ivenuer. 

The  said  tract  of  land  originally  formed  part  nf  a  larger  tract  lormerly  owned  by  Sim<in  Hidlisle,  the 
Spanish  commandant  of  the  district  in  which  it  is  situated,  who  conveyedthe  same'in  due  fnrm  to  L.  A. 
Meillon  on  tlie  3d  day  of  December,  llSi,  under  wliich  latter  claimant  I'lolds  by  virtue  of  regular  convey- 
ances. The  said  tract  has,  moreover,  been  constantly  and  uninterruptedly  inhabited  and  cultivated  as 
nndisputed  private  property  for  the  last  fifty  years  and  npwards,  ami  there  is  reason  to  believe  from  the 
evidence  produced  that  the  same  was  originally  derived  from  a  regular  grant  or  concession,  the  necessary 
papers  in  relation  to  which  have  been  lost.  We  arc  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  con- 
firmed. 

No.  41. — Joseiihine  Tower,  wife  of  Jlichel  Commagere,  and  Aimi'c  Fortier,  wife  of  Lonis  Commagcrc, 
claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  on  the  Bayou  Ouachas,  in  the  parish  of  Jeflerson  and  district  of  Darrataria, 
at  about  twenty-four  miles  distant  from  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing  about  thirty-five  arpents 
front  with  a  dejith  extending  hack  to  Lake  Salvador,  not  exceeding  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  on  one 
side  by  Bayou  Villars,  and  on  the  other  side  by  Bayou  Dauphin  and  lands  bclimging  to  the  heirs  of  Ber- 
nard D'Autcrive. 

The  said  tract  of  land  was  formerly  owned  by  Alexander  Dubreuil,  who  conveyed  it  in  due  fdrm  to 
Raymond  Gaillard  on  the  4tli  day  of  October,  1115,  from  whicli  latter  it  has  descended  into  the  possession 
of  claimants  by  a  series  of  regular  conveyances.  It  has,  moreover,  been  constantly  inliabited  and  culti- 
vated, by  said  claimants  and  those  under  whom  they  hold,  for  more  tlian  forty  years  past.  We  are  there- 
fore of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  C(jnlirraed. 

No.  42. — The  widow  and  heirs  of  Laurent  Gni'iiard  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  \\\q  parish  of  Pla- 
(picmines,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  twenty-four  miles  below  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  containing  thirty-two  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  fort}'  arpents,  and  bounded  above 
\>y  land  of  widow  Jean  Salvant  and  below  by  land  of  Zemin  Nivet. 

The  said  tract  of  land  was  acipiired  by  purchase,  by  the  late  Laurent  (nn-nard  and  his  saiil  widow,  in 
different  portions  and  from  diflereut  individuals,  and  the  whole  is  now  claimed  in  virtue  of  peaceable  and 
undisputed  possession  and  constant  and  uninterrupited  habitation  and  cultivation  thereof,  l\v  claimants 
and  those  under  whom  they  hold,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  We  are  tlierefore  of  opinion  that  this 
claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  43. — Honore  Lagroue  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  St.  Jnhii  the  Baptist  and  on 
the  east  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  two  arpents  fifteen  toises  and  twd  feet  front  by  the 
usual  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  hy  land  of  Auguste  Madere,  sr.,  and  lielnw  by  land  of 
Philip  Bredy. 

The  claimant  proves  peacealile  possession  and  constant  and  unintcrnipteil  habitation  and  cultivation 
of  the  said  land,  by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  the  last  forty  years  and  iqiwards.  We  are 
therefijre  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  44. — Desire  Le  Blank  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  St.  James  and  on  the  east 
bank  of  the  river  Mississijipi,  containing  two  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  dejith  of  forty  arpents,  and 
bounded  above  by  land  of  Simon  Ijaneau  and  below  by  land  of  widow  Paul  Mire. 

The  claimant  proves  undisturbed  possession  and  constant  and  uninterrupt<'d  haliitatioii  and  cultiva- 
tion of  the  said  land,  by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  liolds,  for  meire  than  forty  years  past.  ^Ve  are 
therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  45. — Donate  Landry  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  St.  James  and  on  the  east 
bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  two  arpents  front  by  the  usual  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and 
bounded  above  by  land  of  Sylvain  Le  Blanc  and  below  by  land  of  the  widow  Melan^on. 

The  claimant  proves  undisputed  possession  and  constant  and  uninterrupted  habitation  and  cultivation 
of  said  land,  by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  upwards  (.>f  fVirty  years  past.  We  are  there- 
fore of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

■^o.  46.— Donate  Landry  claims  another  tract  of  land  situate  in  flic  parish  (.f  St.  James  and  on  the 
east  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  one  arpent  front  liy  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and 
above  by  other  land  of  claimant  and  below  by  land  of  Paul  Melan5:)n,  jr. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and 
cultivation  thereof,  by  the  said  claimant  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  more  than  forty  years  past. 
We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  47. Frosine  Laneaux,  late  widow  of  Paul  Melan^on,  and  now  wife  of  Doniinifpie  Triac,  claims  a 

tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  St.  James  and  on  the  cast  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing 
two  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  and  below  by  lands  of 
Donate  Landry.  i        i      i       i 

The  said  tract  of  land  was  conveyed  in  due  form  by  Pierre  Laneaux  to  Paul  M(dan5on,  late  hushand 
of  claimant,  on  the  14th  day  of  January,  1803,  since  which  time,  and  for  more  than  ten  consecutive  years 
prior  thereto,  it  has  been  constantly  and  uninterruptedly  inhabited  and  cultivated.  AVe  are  therefore  of 
opinion  that  this  claim  ougiit  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  48. Scolastique  Laneaux,  widow  of  Paul  Mire,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parisdi  of  bt. 
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James  and  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  one  arpeut  front  by  the  ordinary  depth 
of  forty  arpeiits,  and  bounded  ab(jve  by  hind  of  Desire  Leblanc  and  below  by  other  hind  of  chiirnant. 

Tiie  said  tract  of  hind  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  ancient  and  undisputed  possession,  having  been  con- 
stantlv  and  uninterruptedly  inhabited  and  cultivated,  by  claimant  and  those  under  whom  she  holds,  for 
the  last  fortv  vears  and  upwards.     We  are  therefore  of  ojiinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

j.Jq  49.— Augustine  l^aroussc  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche, 
in  the  parish  of  Assumption,  containing  one  arpent  front  on  said  bayou  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty 
arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Pierre  Charlet  and  below  by  land  of  Joseph  Faite. 

The  claimant  proves  quiet  and  undisputed  possession  and  constant  and  uninterrupted  habitation  and 
cultivation  of  the  said  land,  by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  more  than  forty  years  past. 
We  are  tiierefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

jx^ij  50 Joseph  Dufrcsne,  jr.,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  La  Fourche  Literior,  on 

the  Icl't  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containing  two  arpents  six  toises  five  feet  and  six  inches  front  on 
said  bayou  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  widow  Augustc  Courcier 
and  below  by  land  of  Joseph  Aillau. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  ancient  and  undisputed  possession,  having  been  con- 
stantly and  uninterruptedly  inhabited  and  cultivated,  by  claimant  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for 
upwards  of  forty  years  past.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  5L- — Joseph  Aillau,  a  free  man  of  color,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  La  Fourche 
Interioi',  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containing  two  arpents  six  toises  and  two  inches  front 
on  said  baj'ou  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Joseph  Dufresue,  jr., 
and  below  by  land  of  John  B.  Guedry. 

The  clainuuit  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  said  land, 
by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  the  last  forty  years  and  upwards.  We  are  therefore  of 
opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  52. — Evariste  Lepine  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  pari.sh  of  La  Fourche  Literior,  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  and  about  forty-five  miles  from  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  nine  and  a 
half  arpents  front  on  said  bayou  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of 
Charles  Aubert  and  below  by  land  of  widow  Auguste  Courcier. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase,  founded  on  ancient  and  undisputed  possession, 
having  been  constantly  and  uninterruptedly  inhabited  and  cultivated,  by  claimant  and  those  under  whom 
he  holds,  for  more  than  forty  j'cars.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  tliis  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  53. — Raphael  Gotreau  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Iberville  and  on  the  east 
bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  five  and  a  half  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty 
arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Michel  Breau  and  below  bj'  land  of  Joseph  Henderson. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  the  said 
land,  by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of 
opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  54. — Michel  Theriot  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  La  Fourche  Interior,  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  and  abi)ut  eleven  miles  below  Thibodeauxvillc,  containing  four  arpents  front 
on  said  bayou  by  the  usual  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  binnided  above  by  laud  of  Furcy  Verret  and  M. 
Leboucf  and  below  by  land  of  Abraham  Bourgeois. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  ancient  and  undisputed  possession,  having  been  con- 
stantly and  uninterruptedlj'  inhabited  and  cultivated,  bj'  claimant  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  the 
last  fortj-  years  and  upwards.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  55. — Jean  Baptiste  Pacquet,  a  free  negro,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Jefferson 
and  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  three  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty 
arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Messrs.  Davis  and  Fossier  and  below  by  land  of  widow  Eugene 
Fortier. 

The  said  tract  of  land  was  purchased  by  claimant  from  the  late  Georg'e  Rixner  on  the  9th  day  of 
Novendjer,  1797;  since  which  time  (and  for  a  number  of  years  previous)  it  has  been  constantly  and 
uninterruptedly  inhabited  and  cultivated  as  undisputed  private  property.  We  are  therefore  of  opinit)U 
that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  56. — Michel  Andry  and  llortaire  Andry  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Orleans,  on 
the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississijipi,  and  about  six  miles  below  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing 
thirty-iivo  and  a  half  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of 
Agenor  Bosque  and  below  by  land  of  Marie  Constance  Larche. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  composed  of  two  contiguous  tracts,  to  wit:  One  of  twenty  arpents  front, 
formerlj'  owned  by  Maria  Jeane  Cerahlc,  widow  Leconte,  who  conveyed  it  to  John  B.  Macarty  on  the  8tli 
day  of  June,  1184;  and  the  otlier,  of  fifteen  and  a  half  arpents  front,  formerly  owned  by  Fran5ois  Peleriu, 
who  conveyed  the  same  to  the  said  John  B.  Macarty,  conjointly  with  Maurice  Conway,  on  the  27th  day  of 
August,  1782.  The  whole  is  now  held  byjiurchase  from  said  Macarty,  and  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  uninter- 
rupted possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation,  by  the  present  claimants  and  those  under  whom 
they  hold,  for  the  last  fifty  years  and  upwards.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be 
confirmed. 

No.  57. — Gilbert  Leonard  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Plaquemines  and  on  the  east 
bank  of  the  river  IMississippi,  containing  one  arpent  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and 
bounded  above  by  land  of  Mr.  Keggio  and  below  by  land  of  Merced  Maxent." 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  said  land, 
by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  AVc  are  therefore  of  opinion 
that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  58. — Joseph  Veillon  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Plaquemines  and  on  the  west 
liank  of  the  river  Mississi|)pi,  containing  nine  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and 
b(junded  above  by  land  of  Louis  Drouet  and  below  by  land  of  Peter  Kappe  and  Kosomond  Fagot. 

The  claimant  jiroves  undisputed  possession  and  constant  and  uninterrupted  habitation  and  cultiva- 
tion of  the  said  land,  by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  since  the  year  1789.  AV^e  are  therefore 
of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  59. — John  Nivet  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Plaquemines,  on  the  east  bank  of 
the  river  Mississippi,  aud  about  thirteen  leagues  below  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing  fifteen  arpents 
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front   by  the  usual  depth  of  forty  arpents,  ami   bnuinlcd  al.civo   by  laud  ol'  JacMpics  Courtault  and  bi-lnw 
by  land  of  J.  Maurice. 

The  said  tract  of  laud  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase,  founded  on  uninterruplcd  p.issession  and  cnu- 
stant  habitation  and  cultivation  thereof  f>r  moiv  ihan  f>rty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that 
this  claim  ought  to  be  conlirmed. 

No.  60. — Fran9;iis  Lafrance  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  ul'  rhupicmims,  on  ihe  west 
Lank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  twenty-four  miles  behiw  the  cily  of  New  Oilcans,  conlainin'j,-  si.\ 
arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  dciith  of  forty  arp)ents,  and  boiuideil  abo\"e  by  land  ol'  Thomas  S.  Cunning- 
haui  and  below  by  land  of  widow  P.  Dobard. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  said  hind, 
by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  since  the  year  1789.  We  are  therefire  of  oiiinion  that  this 
claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  61. — Fran9ois  Lafrance  claims  anotlier  tract  of  land  situate  in  tiie  parish  of  I'larjuemines,  on  tiie 
west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  four  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  deptli  of  forty  arpents, 
and  bounded  above  by  land  of  widow  Josejih  Veillon,  jr.,  and  below  by  land  of  the  widow  Martin. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  iiabitation  and  cul- 
tivation thereof,  by  claimant  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  IVir  more  than  forty  years  past.  We  are 
therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  62. — Perrine  Lafrance,  widow  of  Pierre  Daubard,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of 
Plaquemines  and  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississijipi,  containing  four  arpents  front  by  the  usual 
depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Fragnois  Lafrance  and  lieh.iw  by  laml  of  widow 
Jose]ih  Veillon,  jr. 

The  claimant  proves  undisputed  possession  and  constant  and  uninterrupted  haliitation  and  cultiva- 
tion of  said  land,  by  herself  and  those  under  whom  she  holds,  since  the  year  17S9.  AVe  arc  therel'ore  of 
opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  63. — Celeste  Daubard,  widow  of  Joseph  Veillon,  jr.,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish 
of  Plaquemines,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  twenty-four  miles  below  the  city  of 
Kew  Orleans,  containing  two  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  fortj*  arpents,  and  bounded  above 
by  land  of  widow  Pre.  Daubard  and  below  by  land  of  Fran9ois  Lafrance. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  ancient  and  undisputed  possession,  having  been  con- 
stantly and  uninterruptedly  inhabited  and  cultivated,  by  claimant  and  those  under  whom  she  holds,  ibr 
more  than  forty  years  past.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  64. — Celeste  Daubard,  widow  of  Joseph  Veillon,  jr.,  claims  another  tract  of  land  situate  in  the 
parish  of  Plaquemines,  and  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing"  one  arpent  and  a  half 
front  by  the  usual  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  the  land  of  widow  Martin  and  below  by 
land  of  Ilapliael  Labady. 

The  claimant  proves  nninterru]deil  ]iossession  and  constant  habitatiiiii  and  cultivation  of  said  land, 
by  herself  and  those  under  whom  she  holds,  since  the  year  17^9.  AVe  are  therefore  of  opinii.m  that  this 
claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  65. — Raphael  Labady  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Plaquemines,  and  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing-  one  arpent  and  a  half  front  bj'  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents, 
and  bounded  above  by  land  of  widow  of  Joseph  Veillon,  jr.,  and  below  by  land  of  Bernard  Marigny. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivatiiju  of  said  land, 
by  himself  and  those  under  wdiom  he  holds,  since  the  year  17b9.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this 
claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  66. — The  heirs  of  George  Shitz  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  jiarish  of  Pointe  Coupee  and 
on  tlie  right  bank  of  Fal.'^e  rive7\  [" Faiii'i'e  riviere,")  ccintaining  six  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of 
forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  P'ran5ois  Lebeau  and  below  by  land  of  said  claimant. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  ancient  and  undisputed  possession,  having  been  con- 
stantly and  uninterruptedly  inhabited  and  cultivated,  by  the  said  claimants  and  those  under  whom  they 
hold,  for  upwards  of  fort^'  years  past.     AVe  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  67. — Jean  Baptiste  Cantrelle  and  Lise  Cantrelle  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  St. 
James  and  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississijipi,  containing  six  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth 
of  ibrty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  A.  B.  Roman  cV:  Co.  and  below  by  land  of  Z.  Foucher  &  Co. 

The  said  tract  of  land  was  inherited  by  claimants  from  their  late  father,  J.  B.  Cantrelle,  and  is  claimed 
in  virtue  of  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  for  more  than  ibrty-five  years 
past.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  tliis  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

Xo.  68. — Andre  Wagenspach  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  La  Fourche  Interior,  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  and  about  eleven  miles  below  Thibodeauxville,  containing  four 
arpents  one  toise  and  four  feet  front  on  said  bayou  by  the  ordinai-y  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded 
above  and  below  by  lands  of  Pierre  Aubert. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  said  land, 
by  liimself  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  upwards  of  forty  years  past.  AVe  are  therefore  of  o]iinion 
that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

>Jo.  69.— Paul  Alarie  Boudreau  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  La  Fourche  Interior  and 
on  the  right  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containing  six  and  a  half  arpents  front  on  said  bayou  by  the 
ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Theodore  Bourg,  sr.,  and  fielow  by  land 
of  Theodijre  Bourg,  jr. 

The  said  tract 'of  hind  was  purchased  by  claimant  from  Lambert  Billardin  on  the  4tli  day  of  May, 
1810,  by  which  hitter  it  was  owned  as  far  back  as  the  year  1785,  since  wdiich  period  it  has  been  con- 
stantly and  uninterruptedly  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  them  as  undisputed  private  property.  We  arc 
therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  lie  confirmed. 

So.  70.--Tho  heirs  of  Mary  Saul,  late  wife  of  Joseph  Saul,  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  mthe  jiarish 
of  Plaquemines,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river  Mississijipi,  and  aliout  eighteen  miles  below  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  containing  sixteen  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  forming  a  part  of  a 
larger  tract  or  plantation  owned  by  the  said  claimants,  bomided  above  by  land  of  A.  Dupn-s  and  below 
by  land  of  Dupuis  and  Lethiec. 

The  claimants  prove  undisputed  possession  and  constant  and  uninterrupted  habitation  and  cultivation 
of  the  said  portion,  by  themselves  and  those  under  whom  they  hold,  from  the  year  1789  down  to  the  present 
time.     Wo  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 
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No.  11. — Pierre  Couloii  claims  a  tract  of  land  f?ituate  on  the  right  bank  of  tlic  Bayou  Cailloxt,  in  the 
parish  of  Terrtlionne,  containing-  twenty  arpetits  front  on  said  bayou  by  the  ordi]iary.  depth  of  fcirty 
arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  the  lands  of  Guillaunie  Terrebonne  and  below  by  the  Bayou  "Des  liochers." 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  a  settlement  made  thereon  bj^  the  said  claimant  upwards 
f  forty  years  ago,  and  of  constant  possession  and  cultivation  thereof  ever  since.     We  are  therefore  of 
opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  1'2. — Philibert  Justin  Taris  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Plaquemines  and  on 
the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  six  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents, 
and  bounded  aljove  by  land  of  Joseph  Ingle  and  below  by  land  of  Aiitoine  Pelat. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  said  land, 
by  liimself  and  those  under  whom  he  liolds,  for  more  than  fortj'-live  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of 
opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

jsTo.  73. — Emanuel  Landry  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  i)arish  of  Iberville,  on  the  right  liank  of 
the  Bayou  Jacob,  (or  upper  branch  of  the  Baj-ou  Plaqucmineg,)  and  abnut  four  miles  distant  from  the  river 
Mississippi,  containing  ten  arpents  front  on  said  bayou  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded 
above  by  land  of  Antoine  Langlois  and  below  by  land  of  William  Shea. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  ancient  and  undisputed  possession,  having  been  constantly 
and  uninterruptedly  inhabited  and  cultivated,  by  claimant  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  upwards  of 
forty  years  past.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  74. — Jean  Baptiste  Guedry  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  La  Pourche  Interior  and 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containing  two  arpents  fifteen  toises  and  fifteen  feet  front  on 
said  bayou  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Joseph  Allan  and  below 
l.iy  land  of  Pierre  Lcfevre. 

Tlie  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  said  land,  by 
himself  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  the  last  forty  years  and  upwards.  Wo  are  therefore  of 
i.ipinii.m  that  this  claim  ought  to  bo  confirmed. 

No.  75. — Pierre  Lefevre  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  La  Fcjurche  Interior  and  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containing  four  and  a  half  arpents  fronton  the  said  bayou  hj  the  ordi- 
nary dejith  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  J.  B.  Guedry  and  below  by  other  land  of  said 
claimant. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and 
cultivation  thereof,  by  claimant  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  Wo 
are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  76. — Sebastian  Fernandez  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Assumption,  on  the  right 
baidc  of  the  Baj'ou  La  Fourche,  and  about  four  miles  from  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  three  arpents 
front  on  said  bayou  by  a  depth  not  exceeding  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  widow  Pre. 
Gentliil  and  below  by  land  of  Daniel  Smith. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  liabitation  and  cultivation  of  the  said 
land,  Ijy  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  the  last  forty  years  and  upwards.  We  are  therefore 
of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  77. — Jeanne  Dessalles,  wife  of  Pierre  Dulcidc  Barran,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish 
of  Orleans,  and  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  four  arpents  five  toises  and  two  feet 
front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  widow  Duverge  and  C  Yillere 
and  below  by  land  of  James  Villere  and  Son. 

The  said  tract  of  land  was  upwards  of  forty  j-ears  in  the  peaceable  possession  of  Mr.  Demaziliere, 
lUider  whom  claimant  holds  by  regular  successive  conveyances.  It  is  now  claimed  in  virtue  of  continued 
and  uninteiruptod  possession  and  cultivation  ever  since.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim 
ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  78. — Anne  Boudraux,  widow  of  John  Boudranx,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  La 
Fourche  Interior,  on  the  left  liank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  contr.ining  four  arpents  front  by  tlie  ordinary 
depth  of  forty  arpens,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Yalery  Prejean  and  below  by  land  of  J.   B.  Hebert. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  ccmstant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  said  land,  by 
herself  and  those  under  whom  she  holds,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion 
that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  79. — Pierre  Soniat  Dufossat,  tfrsiu  Souiat  Dufossat,  and  Beausejour  Boisblanc,  claim  a  tract  of 
land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Jefferson,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  fourteen  miles 
above  the  citj-  of  New  Orleans,  containing  ten  arpents  front  with  a  depth  of  forty  arpents,  opening  in  such 
manner  as  to  contain  twenty  arpents  on  the  back  line,  bounded  above  by  land  of  the  heirs  of  Pierre  Sauve, 
below  by  land  of  J.  Soniat  Dufossat,  and  in  the  rear  by  lands  of  Norbert  Fortier. 

The  said  tract  of  land  was  owned  upwards  of  forty  years  ago  by  Olivier  Forcelle,  and  is  now  claimed 
m  virtue  of  continued  possession  and  constant  and  uninterrupted  inhabitation  and  cultivation,  bj'  claimants 
and  those  under  whom  thej-  hold,  from  said  period  down  to  tiie  present  time.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion 
that  tliis  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  80. — The  widow  and  heirs  of  Francois  D'Hebecourt  claim  a  small  tract  or  parcel  of  land  situate  in 
the  parish  of  Orleans,  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Bayou  St.  John,  and  about  two  miles  from  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  which  said  tract  forms  an  irregular  figure,  according  to  a  plat  thereof  produced  by  said  claimants, 
and  whereof  the  lines  measure  as  follows,  to  wit :  The  one  running  towards  the  "  IMairie  road,'"  three 
hundred  and  twenty-six  feet  and  four  inches  ;  the  one  running  towards  the  cmwl  of  the  "  Navigation 
Companj^"  two  hundred  and  thirty-one  feet  seven  inches;  and  the  one  separating  it  from  the  propertj'  of 
the  heirs  of  the  widow  Vienne,  four  hundred  and  sixty-one  feet. 

The  said  parcel  of  land  is  proved  to  be  among  the  most  ancient  settlements  on  the  said  Bayou  St. 
John,  and  has  been  constantly  and  uninterruptedly  inhabited  and  cultivated,  by  the  said  claimants  and 
those  under  whom  they  immediately  hold,  for  the  last  forty  years  and  upwards.  We  are  therefore  of 
opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  81. — The  widovr  and  heirs  of  Fran<;:ois  D'Uebecourt  claim  another  tract  of  land  situate  in  the 
parish  of  Orleans,  on  the  south  side  of  the  "  lletairie  road,"  and  near  the  Bayou  St.  John,  containing 
twenty-three  arpents  fourteen  toises  and  three  feet  front  on  said  road  by  a  depth  of  fourteen  arpents, 
and  liounded  on  one  side  by  land  of  Mrs.  Jacques  Vienne,  and  on  the  other  by  land  of  Gabriel  Jason,  a 
tree  negro. 

llie  claimants  prove  uninterrupted  (lossession  and  cont:tant  habitation  and  cu'tivation  of  said  tract, 
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by  themselves  ami   tlmse  uiiJer  wlmm  they  iiiiineiliatrly  hohl,  fni-   u|i\\ai(ls  ui'  f,ir(y  ycur.s  |iiis(.      W'c  arc. 
theretbi-c  of  opiiium  that  this  ehiiiii  ought  to  be  eonliniieiL 

No.  82. — Louis  AUard  ehiiiius  a  traet  of  land  situate  in  tlie  luirisii  of  Orleans,  oi]  the  hfl  I'ank  .4  ihc 
Bayou  St.  John,  and  about  three  miles  from  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing-  four  arpcnls  frnnt  im  llic 
said  bayou  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arponts,  and  bounded  above  by  land  bidnnging  to  tlii'  heirs  uf 
Louis  Allard,  (late  father  of  claimant,)  and  below  hy  land  f  irinerly  liclonging  lo  I'anehnn  Muntrruil,  a 
free  colored  woman. 

This  said  tract  of  land  was  purchased  ly  the  claimant  from  Fram/nis  Uiano,  wlm  liad  ac-.|nircd  it  in 
due  form  from  Mateo  Ostein,  in  tlie  year  liiO-I,  by  which  latter  if,  had  lic'en  owned  fir  a  niuulicr  ip|'  years 
previous.  It  is  now  claimed  in  virtue  of  said  possession  and  of  constant  and  uninterru|ited  haliilation 
and  cultivation  fur  ujiwards  of  forty  years  ])ast.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  tiiis  claim  ought  to 
be  confirmed. 

No.  8o. — The  heirs  of  Louis  Allard  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  juirish  of  (Orleans,  on  the  Irft 
bank  of  the  Bayou  St.  John,  and  about  three  miles  from  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing  i'ourtorn 
ar[)ents  front  ou  said  bayou  by  the  ordinary  dejith  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  on  one  side  ly  hiiiil 
belonging  to  the  heirs  of  F.  D'Hebecourt  and  on  the  other  side  by  land  of  L.  Allard. 

Tlie  claimants  prove  undisputed  [losscssion  and  constant  and  uninterrupted  habitation  and  cultivation 
of  said  land,  by  themselves  and  those  under  whom  they  innnediately  hold,  for  the  last  f  irly  years  and 
upwards.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  coniirmed. 

No.  84. — John  Mt'Uonogh  claims  a  tract  of  land  .situate  in  the  parish  of  Assumption,  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  canal  conducting  to  tlui  Attakapas,  containing  eighteen  ariients  front  on  said  canal  by  the  ordinary 
depth  of  tVirty  arpents,  and  bounded  on  one  side  by  land  of  Julien  Oslet  and  ou  the  other  side  by  land  of 
Hypolite  Daghert. 

The  claimant  proves  that  the  said  laml  was  inhabited  and  cultivated,  as  a  ]irivate  setllcmcnt,  on  the 
20th  day  of  December,  1803,  and  for  several  years  previous,  by  permission  of  the  proper  Siianish  ollicer. 
Wo  arc  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  bo  confirmed. 

No.  85. — John  McDonogh  claims  another  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Assumption  and  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  canal  conducting  to  the  Atfakapas,  containing  si.\  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth 
of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  ou  one  side  bj'  land  of  Louis  Saying  and  on  the  other  side  by  land  of 
Francois  Goutreaux. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase,  founded  on  habitation  and  cultivation  thi'reof 
on  the  20th  day  of  December,  1803,  and  for  several  years  prior  thereto,  by  permission  of  the  proper 
Spanish  officer.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  80. — John  McDonogh  claims  another  tract  of  land  situate  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Bayou  Ouachas, 
in  the  parish  of  Jetferson  and  district  of  Barrataria,  containing  about  thirty  acres  front  on  said  bayou  by 
a  depth  of  about  one  hundred  and  ten  arpents. 

The  said  tract  of  laud  is  now  claimed  in  virtue  of  uninterrupted  possession  and  cultivation,  by 
claimant  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  upwards  of  forty  years  past.  It  originally  formed  part  ot 
a  larger  tract,  derived,  as  there  is  reason  for  believing  from  the  evidence  produced,  from  an  old  French 
grant.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  contirmed. 

No.  87. — Eupheinia  La  Branch,  wife  of  AVilliam  Brown,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  [Kirish 
of  Jefferson,  ou  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississip])i,  and  about  two  and  a  half  miles  above  the  city  ol 
New  Orleans,  containing  four  arpents  and  eleven  toises  front  by  forty-five  arpents  in  depth,  and  bounded 
above  by  land  of  J.  E.  Faures  and  below  by  land  of  P.  Robin  Delogny. 

The  claimant  proves  undisputed  possession  and  constant  and  uninterrupted  habitation  and  cultivation 
of  said  laud,  by  herself  and  those  under  whom  she  holds,  for  more  than  f.irty  years  [last.  \\  e  an; 
therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  88. — Francois  Lorio  and  Achi'lle  Lorio  claim  a  tract  of  laud  situate  in  the  parish  of  St.  Charles 
and  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  three  arpents  front  by  forty  arpents  deep, 
together  with  an  additional  or  second  depth  of  forty  arpents  lying  immediately  in  the  rear  of  and  adjacent 
to  said  first  depth,  and  having  a  width  or  fr(jnt  of  'twelve  arpents,  bounded  above  by  land  of  widow  Andre 
France  and  below  by  land  of  Charles  Ferret. 

The  claimants  prove  uninterruiited  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  the  first 
depth  of  said  land,  by  themselves  and  those  under  whom  they  hold,  for  more  than  forty  years  past;  and  of 
the  second  or  additional  depth  thereof  they  prove  the  same  uninterrupted  possession  and  undisputed  own- 
ership for  the  same  space  of  time  back,  tlic  nature  and  quality  of  the  soil  rendering  it  in  a  great  measure 
unfit  for  cultivation.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  89.— The  widow  and  heirs  of  Andre  France  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  jiarish  of  St. 
Charles  and  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  one-half  of  an  arpent  tront  by  the 
ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Henry  Armstrong  James  and  below  by 
laud  of  F.  and  A.  Lorio. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and 
cultivation  thereof,  by  the  claimants  and  those  under  whom  they  immediately  hold,  tor  upwards  of  iorty 
years  past.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  90.— nenry  Armstrong  James  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  St.  Charles  and  on 
the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  three-quarters  of  an  arpent  front  by  the  ordinary  depth 
of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  aliove  by  land  of  Andre  Latour  and  below  by  land  of  widow  Andre  trance. 
The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  jiossession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  said  tract, 
by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion 
that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed.  .  •  i       i- 

No.  91.— The  widow  and  heirs  of  Jacques  Ingle  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  m  the  parisli  ot 
Plaquemines  and  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river  Mississipipi,  C(jntaining  ten  arpents  front  liy  the  ordiiuuy 
depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded   above  by  land  of  Francis   Chartier  and   below  by  land   ot   Jacpics 

Heingle.  •       i      •       i 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  ancient  and  undisputed  possession,  having  I'cen  con- 
stantly and  uninterruptedly  iiilial.ited  and  cultivated,  by  the  claimants  and  those  under  whom  tliey  h...hl, 
ever  suice  the  year  1790.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  92  —tlie  heirs  of  George  Kinler  claim  a  small  tract  of  laud  situate  in  the  parish  of  St.  Charles 
and  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  three-quarters  of  an  arpent  front  by  the  usual 
dejitli  of  forty  arpents,  ami  hounded  by  other  lands  of  claimants. 
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The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  uninterrupted  pos.session  and  constant  habitation  and 
cultivation  thereof,  by  tiic  claimants  and  those  under  whom  tliey  hold,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  We 
are  tliercforc  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  93. — Houoro  Doussan  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  St.  Charles  and  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing-  one  arpont  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and 
bounded  above  by  land  of  widow  Andre  Belsom  and  below  by  otlior  lands  of  the  claimant. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase,  founded  on  uninterrupted  possession  and  con- 
stant habitation  and  cultivation,  by  the  claimant  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  upwards  of  forty 
years  past.     We  are  therefore  of  fipinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  94. — Sylvain  Baudoin,  llonore  Baudoin,  and  Paul  Champagne,  jr.,  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  on 
the  west  liank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Charles,  containing  one  arpent  and  three-quarters 
front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Dr.  II.  Doussan  and  below  by 
laud  of  Antoiuc  St.  Amand. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  derived  by  purchase  from  Michel  Lagrenade,  to  whom  it  was  conveyed  by 
Alexis  Daigle  on  the  lltli  day  of  December,  1762,  from  which  time  down  to  the  present  it  has  been 
constantly  inhabited  and  cultivated  as  private  property.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim 
ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  95. — Auguste  Perron  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Iberville  and  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Bayou  Plaquemines,  containing  six  arpents  front  on  said  bayou  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty 
arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Bouviere  Kobichaud  and  below  by  land  formerly  belonging  to 
Xavier  Robichaud. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  said  land, 
by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion 
that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  96. — Antonio  Vela  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Baj'ou  La  Fourche,  in  the 
parish  of  Assumption,  containing  seven  arpents  and  fifteen  toises  front  by  a  depth  not  exceeding  forty 
arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Christopher  Riviere  and  below  by  other  land  of  said  claimant. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase,  founded  on  uninterru[)ted  possession  and  con- 
stant habitation  and  cultivation,  by  the  claimant  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  the  last  forty  years 
and  upwards.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  97. — Joseph  Cavaliero  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Assumption,  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  and  about  three  miles  from  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  two  arpents  three 
toises  and  one  foot  front  on  said  bayou  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land 
of  widow  Manuel  Romano  and  below  by  land  of  Francisco  Mathias. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  said  land, 
by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  the  last  fifty  years.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that 
this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  98. — Jacques  Vichnair  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  St.  John  the  Baptist  and  on 
the  east  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  two  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty 
arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  widow  Georg-e  Scholf  and  below  liy  land  of  widow  J.  Rodriguez. 

The  claimant  proves  undisputed  possession  and  constant  and  uninterrupted  habitation  and  cultiva- 
tion of  the  said  tract,  by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  We 
are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  99. — Antoine  Badaux,  jr.,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  La  Fourche  Interior  and 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containing  two  arpents  front  on  said  bayou  by  the  ordinary 
depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  laud  of  Firmin  Labiche  and  below  by  land  of  Ilonore  Breaux. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  habitation  and  cultivation  and  undisturbed  possession  of  said 
land,  by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of 
opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  100. — The  widow  of  Antoine  Badaux  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  La  Fourche 
Interior  and  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containing  two  and  a  half  arpents  front  on  said 
bayou  by  the  usual  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Antoine  Badaux  and  below 
by  land  of  H.  Breaux. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase,  founded  on  uninterrupted  possession  and 
constant  habitation  and  cultivation  thereof,  by  the  claimant  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  more 
than  forty  years  past.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  101. — Evariste  Badaux  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  La  Fourche  Interior  and 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Baj-ou  La  Fourche,  containing  one  arpent  and  a  half  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of 
forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  widow  A.  Badaux  and  below  by  land  of  widow  Bazile  Prejean. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  said  tract, 
by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  upwards  of  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of 
opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  102.—  FrauQois  Himnicl  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  La  Fourche  Interior  and 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containing  one  arpent  and  fifteen  feet  front  by  the  ordinary 
depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  A.  Badaux  and  lielow  by  land  of  V.  Badaux. 

The  claimant  proves  uniuterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  said  land, 
by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion 
that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  103. — Alexis  llimmel  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  La  Fourche  Interior  and  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containing  one  arpent  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents, 
and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Ursule  Hochman  and  below  by  land  of  Noel  Deslatte. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  the  said 
tract,  by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of 
opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  104. — Mathias  Borne  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  La  Fourche  Interior  and  on  the 
left  hank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containing  one-half  of  an  arpent  (or  fifteen  toises)  front  by  tne  ordinary 
depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Francis  llimmel  and  below  by  land  of  Valery  Badaux. 
The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase,  founded  on  uninterrupted  possession  and 
constant  habitation  and  cultivation  thereof,  by  the  claimant  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  more  than 
forty  years  past.     We  are  therefm-e  of  opiiiicm  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 
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Xo.  105. — I'l-siu  Savciis  claims  ,i  tnict  of  land  sitiialc  in  the  Jiai-isli  cf  La  FnurrlK'  Iiifcrinr  ami  (in 
the  left  bank  of  the  Hayi'ii  La  I'diUTlu',  ointaiiiin--  twn  ai|.ciil.s  rnml  hv  llir  uniinary  ilr|illi  (if  I'nily 
arpents,  niul  iMuuuk'd  al.nivc  liy  laud  of  Joa.u  Dufri'iK-y  and  IkIow  liy  hmd  oV  .1.im|iIi  Hani-. 

The  chiimant  proves  uninteirupted  |)ossessioii  ami  i\.iis!aiil  haliilaliuii  and  cidl  ival  inn  i,f  salil  lia.i, 
by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  more  llian  I'oity  years  past.  We  are  tlierefore  o|'  opinii.n' 
that  tills  claim  on>;-ht  to  be  eonlirmed. 

Xo.  106. — Jean  Diifreney  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Lu  f',, niche  Interior,  on  tlie 
left  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containing-  two  arpents  front  hy  tlie  onlinary  ih'iilh  ..f  fmtv  I'lriients, 
and  bounded  above  by  land  iif  George  Dufreney  and  lielow  liy  l.ind  ('if  Ursin  Saviiis 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  uninternipted  possession  and  constant  iiabilation  and 
cultivation  thereof,  by  the  claimant  and  those  under  wlniiii  lie  holds,  for  n|i\vaiils  of  forty  years  past.  We 
are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ongdit  fo  be  eonlirmed. 

Xo.  107. — (ieorge  Dufreney  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  |iarish  of  La  I'oiirehe  Interior  and 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containing-  two  arpents  front  on  said  liayoii  bv  the  ordinary 
depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  N'ieholas  Areemm.v  and  lielow  by  land  of  Jean 
Dufreney. 

The  claimant  jiroves  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  luibitalion  and  cultivation  of  said  laud, 
by  himself  and  those  under  wlioni  he  holds,  for  more  than  fortj'  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion 
that  this  claim  ought  to  l.ie  eonlirmed. 

Xo.  108. — Ale.xis  Amand  Lc/day  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  La  Fourche  Interior 
and  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containing  three  arpents  two  feet  and  eight  inches  front 
by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  aliove  by  land  of  Louis  Deshields  and  below  Ijy  land 
of  widow  Etieniie  Leblanc. 

The  chiimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  said  land, 
by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  fir  the  last  forty  years  and  upwards,  ^^'e  are  therefore  of 
o[)inion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  eonlirined. 

Xo.  10',). — Marguerite  MelauQon,  widow  ol  Klienne  Ijolilanc,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish 
of  La  l^ourche  Interior  and  on  the  right  bank  of  the  IJavou  La  Fi.iurche.  containing  oui;  arpent  and  tilteen 
toises  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arjieuts,  ami  bounded  above  liy  land  of  Alexis  Amand  Leday 
and  below  by  land  of  Antoine  Leday. 

The  claimant  proves  undisputed  possession  and  constant  and  uninterrupted  habitation  and  cultivation 
of  the  -said  tract,  by  herself  and  those  under  whom  she  holds,  tVir  more  than  forty  years  past.  AVe  are 
therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  eonlirmed. 

Xo.  110. — Antoine  Leday  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  La  Fourche  Interior  and  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containing  two  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents, 
(the  side  lines  opening  in  such  manner  as  to  give  an  area  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  and  i°„^ij  supier- 
iicial  arpents)  bounded  above  and  below  by  land  of  widow  Etienne  Leblanc. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterru|ited  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  said  land, 
by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  upwards  of  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion 
that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  111. — Etienne  Guidraux,  sen.,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  La  Fourche  Interior 
and  on  tlie  right  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containing  about  thirty  acres  front  on  said  baj^ou  by  the 
ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents-,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Charles  Sabin  and  below  by  land  of 
AVilliaui  Field. 

The  said  tract  of  land  was  purchased  by  the  claimant  from  Pierre  Bourgeois,  jr.,  on  the  i'Sd  day  of 
September,  1S05,  and  is  now  claimed  in  virtue  of  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and 
cultivation  for  the  last  forty  years  and  upwards.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be 
contirmed. 

Xo.  112. — Etienne  Guidraux,  sen.,  claims  another  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  La  Fourche 
Interior,  on  the  ri.ght  bank  of  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containing  four  arpents  and  one-fourth  front  by  the 
ordinary  depth  of  forty  ariients,  and  liounded  ab(jve  by  land  of  Etienne  Guidraux,  jr.,  and  below  by  land 
of  Thomas  Ingles. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  haliitation  and  cultivation  of  thi?  said 
land,  by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  W'e  are  therefore  of 
opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  contirmed. 

X*o.  113. — Etienne  Guidraux,  jr.,  claims  a  tract  (jf  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  La  Fourche  Interior 
and  on  the  right  fiank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containing  one  arpent  and  oue-f  lurth  front  by  the  ordinary 
depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  C.  Saljin  and  below  by  laud  of  Etienne  Guidraux,  sen. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  the  said 
tract,  by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  upwards  of  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of 
opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  contirmed. 

Xo.  lU.— Edward  Bergeron  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  La  Fourche  Interior  and 
on  the  right  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containing  one  arpent  fnjnt  by  the_  ordinary  depth  of  forty 
arpents,  and  bounded  aboveby  land  of  Severin  Forest  and  below  by  land  of  Firniin  Guedry. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase,  founded  on  uninterrupted  possession  and 
constant  habitation  and  cultivation,  by  the  claimant  and  those  under  wlnjrn  he  holds,  for  more  than  forty 
years  past.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  115.— Severin  Forest  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  La  Fourche  Interior  and  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containing  four  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  f.jrty 
arpents,  and  bounded  aliove  by  land  of  Celeste  Lamatte  and  below  by  land  of  Edward  Bergeron. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase,  founded  on  uninterrupted  possession  and 
constant  habitation  and  cultivation  thereof,  by  the  claimant  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  upwards 
of  forty  years  past.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  cnnfinned. 

Xo.  lit).— Celeste  Lamatte,  a  free  woman  of  color,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  m  the  parish  of  La 
Fourc"he  Interior  and  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containing  one  arpent  and  a  half  front 
by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  other  land  of  the  claimant  and  below  by 
land  of  Severin  Forest.  •    i       i   •  i 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  proved  to  have  been  in  the  uninterrupted  possession  of  the  cfaimant  and 
those  under  whom  she  holds  for  the  last  forty  vears  and  upwards,  during  all  which  time  it  has  beeii 
constaiitly  inhabited  and  cultivated.     AVe  are  therefoie  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed, 
vol..   VI 87    K. 
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AIo.  11  T Ali'.Kandcr  Lepino  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  tlie  parisli  of  La  Fuurclie  Literiov  ami 

on    the  left  bank  of  tho  Baj-ou  La  Foiirclie,  containing  two  arpents  and  one-fourth  front  by  tiie  <iidinary 
depth  of  I'nity  arpents,  and   lioundcd  above   by  land  of  Sylvain  Baudoine  and  below  by  land  of  Benjamin 

Folsc  and  other.s. 

'['lie  claimant  proves  unintcn-ui)led  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  the  said 
land,  bv  iiimself  and  those  under  wliom  he  holds,  for  more  tliaii  forty  years  past.  \Vu  are  therefore  of 
opinion"  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  conlirmod. 

Xo.  118. llonoru  Zerlngue  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  St  Charles  and  on  the  west 

bank  of  the  river  Jlississippi,  containing  one  arpent  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and 
bounded  above  and  below  by  other  lands  of  claimant. 

The  said  tract  of  laud  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and 
cultivation  thereof,  by  the  claimant  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  since  the  year  1790.  We  are  there- 
fore of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  Le  conlirmed. 

No.  119. — Pelagic  llaydel,  widow  of  Andre  Belsom,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  ]iarish  of  St. 
Charles  and  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  ilississippi,  containing  one  arpent  front  by  the  ordinary  depth 
of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Paul  Champagne  and  below  by  laud  of  Dr.  II.  Doussan. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  said  land,  by 
lierself  and  those  under  whom  she  holds,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that 
this  claim  ought  t(,i  be  confirmed. 

Xo.  120. — Paul  Champagne  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  St.  Charles  and  (jn  the  west 
bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  one  arpent  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and 
bounded  above  by  land  of  widow  Joseph  St.  Amand  and  below  by  land  now  or  formerly  belonging  to 
widow  Baptiste  St.  Amand. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  said  tract, 
by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  lulds,  for  the  last  forty  years  and  Uftwards.  We  are  therefore  of 
opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  conCrnied. 

No.  121  — Louis  Friloux  and  Udger  Friloux  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  St.  Charles 
and  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  one  arpent  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty 
arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Daniel  Lambert  and  below  by  land  belonging  to  the  heirs  tif 
George  Kiider. 

The  claimants  prove  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  tho  said 
tract,  bj'  themselves  and  those  under  whom  they  hold,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of 
opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  122. — Widow  Pierre  Dragon  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Plaquemines  and  on 
the  east  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  five  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents, 
and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Michel  Duplessis  and  below  by  land  of  Jean  Joseph  Voisin. 

Tlie  claimant  proves  uninterruiited  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  said  land,  by 
herself  and  those  under  whom  she  holds,  for  upwards  of  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of  oitinion 
that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  123. — Francois  Guerin,  Louis  Guerin,  and  Edward  Guerin  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the 
parish  of  Plaquemines,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  seven  leagues  below  the  city 
of  New  Orleans,  containing  thirty-one  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded 
above  by  laud  of  Nicholas  Keggia  and  below  by  land  of  Auguste  Guerin. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase,  founded  on  ancient  and  undisputed  possession, 
having  been  constantly  and  uninterruptedly  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  the  claimants,  and  those  under 
whom  they  hold,  for  more  than  forty-five  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought 
to  be  confirmed. 

No.  124. — Joseph  Carentin  and  Henjamin  Carentin  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  St. 
John  the  Baptist  and  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  two  arpents  front  by  the  usual 
depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Antoine  Boudousquire  and  below  by  land  of  Andre 
Madere. 

The  claimants  prove  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  said  land, 
by  themselves  and  those  under  whom  they  hold,  for  upwards  of  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of 
opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  125. — Andre  Madere  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  St.  John  the  Baptist  and  on 
the  east  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  one  arpent  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents, 
and  l)ounded  above  by  land  of  J.  and  B.  Carentin   and  below  by  other  land  of  the  claimant. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and 
cultivation,  by  the  claimant  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  We  arc 
therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  126. — Jacques  Lafrance  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Plaquemines  and  on  tlie 
east  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  four  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and 
bounded  above  by  land  of  John  Morris  and  below  by  land  of  Brinville  Lafrance. 

The  claimant  proves  peaceable  possession  and  constant  and  uninterrupted  habitation  and  cultivation, 
by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  the  last  forty  years  and  upwards.  Wc  are  therefore  of 
opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  127. — John  Morris  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Plaquemines  and  on  the  cast 
bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  nine  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and 
bnunded  above  by  land  of  Frang  lis  and  Jean  Lafrance  and  below  by  land  of  Jac  |ue.s  Lafrance. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivatiim  of  said  land, 
by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  the  last  ibrty  years  and  upwards.  We  are  therefore  of 
opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  128. — Valfroy  Dujilessis,  Slartin  Duplessis,  Casiraer  Duplessis,  Euphrosine  Duplessis,  andManette 
Duplessis  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Plaquemines  and  on  the  cast  bank  of  therivcr 
Mississippi,  containing  twelve  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary'  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by 
land  of  J(ihn  Morris  and  below  by  land  of  Thomas  Lafrance. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase,  and  founded  on  uninterrupted  possession  and 
constant  habitation  and  cultivation  thereof,  by  the  claimants  and  those  under  whom  they  hold,  for  more 
than  forty  years  past.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  Ciinfirmed. 

No.  129. — Honorfi  Duplessis  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the   parish   of  Plaquemines  and  on  the 


1834.]  LAND    (' L  A  T  M  S    IX    T,  O  T' 1  S  1  A  X  A  .  OMl 


oast  l>aiik  of  thr  liver  .Mississi|i|ii.  ruiilaiiiinii-  five  ariionts  IViiiit  Uy  tlie  (inlinary  cleptli  oflorl  v  arpeiils,  and 
bounded  above  by  land  ol'  Brinville  LalVance  and  bel,,\v  ),v  olln  r  land  nl'  clain'ianl. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  nl'  aucirni  and  unilis|iiiled  p  issessinn,  liaviim'  been  cnn- 
stantly  and  uniuleriaiptedly  inhabited  and  cnltivateil,  by  said  clainianl  and  tho^i'  under  wlpmi  ln'  iiolds, 
tor  more  than  I'^rty  years  past.      We  are  therel'ore   of  opininu  llmt,  this   chiini  ■pn.;-hl  to  be  conlirmed. 

No.  1:50. — I'ierre  Robin  Lacoste  claims  a  ti'act  of  land  sitnati'  in  tlie  paiisli  nf  I'laipuMnino.s  and  nn 
the  east  bank  of  the  river  ^[ississippi,  conlainint;-  ele\-en  arpeids  .inil  si\  toisi's  IVmhI  liy  the  ordinarv  depth 
of  forty  arpeiits,  ami  bounded  above  by  land  of  Merced  MaxenI  and  b(do\v  by  land  of  Charles  1!.  Dnfan. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrnpted  possession  and  c  instant  habilatioa  mid  cult  i\a,l  ion  ef  tlie-said 
tract,  by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  hnlds,  Ibr  more  than  foity  years  past.  We  are  thenlnrc  nl' 
opinion  that  this  claijn  oUL;-ht  to  l)e  conlirmed. 

No.  131. — Fernando  llodriyuoz  claims  a  tract  of  land  sitnal(>  in  the  parisli  of  .\ssumpliiin  .uid  ni\ 
the  left  bank  of  the  ]?ayon  r>a  l-'onrche,  c.  mtaiinm.;-  three  .-iriients  front  on  said  bayou  by  the  ord  inary  deplii 
of  forty  aqieuts,  and  iHiunded  abo\e  by  laiiil  of  Andn>  Tru.xillo  ami  below  by  land  of  .Messrs.  ( ;  ir^d 
Brothers. 

Tlie  said  tract  ol  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  (if  purcliase,  fiuuded  on  uninti/rrupled  jiossession  and 
constant  habitation  and  cultivation  thereof,  by  the  claimant  and  tliose  under  whom  he  holds.  e\cr  sine;; 
the  year  1780.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ouyht  to  be  coulirmeil. 

No.  13'2. — Alexander  Dennistown,  William  Hill  &  (Jo.  claim  a  tract  of  l.-md  situate  in  tlui  [jarish  of 
Plaquemines,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  sixteen  unles  below  the  city  of  .\ew 
Orleans,  contaiiiiuy,'  fifty-six  arpcnts-front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  fVirty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by 
land  of  IJosette  Bronx,  a  free  woman  of  color,  and  below  by  land  of  Uliarli's  Forstall  and  others. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  composed  of  several  smaller  tracts,  purchased  liy  the  idaimants  at  different 
times  from  different  individuals.  The  whole  is  now  claimed  in  virtue  of  ancient  and  undisputed  posses- 
sion, liaving'  fieen  constantly  and  uninterruptedly  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  the  said  clainunits,  and 
those  under  whom  they  hold,  ever  since  the  year  17S9.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  onj^-ht 
to  be  confirmed. 

No.  133. — Fiorro  Piouanet  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  La  Fourclic  Interior  and  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Pourche,  containing-  two  and  a  half  arpents  front  by  the  usual  di.'pth  i.if 
forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  William  Smith  and  l.>elow  by  land  of  Ijouis  Ilebert. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  the  saiil 
tract,  by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  \Ve  are  therefore  of 
opinion  that  this  claim  oug'ht  to  be  confirmed. 

X"!.!.  134. — A^alfro_y  Duplessis  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  FIai[uemines  and  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  river  Mississi]ipi,  containine-  seven  arpents  front  liy  the  onlinary  depth  of  forty  arpents, 
and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Sylvain  Duplessis  and  below  by  land  of  Michel  Duplessis. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  said  land,  by 
himself  and  those  under  wliom  he  h(jlds,  fir  more  than  forty  years  past.  We  an^  theref ir(^  <jf  iipinion 
that  this  claim  ouylit  to  be  confirmed. 

N'o.  135. — llemy  Bourgeois  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  La  Fourche  Interior  and  on 
the  riglit  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containing  one  arjient  front  by  the  <irdinary  depth  of  forty 
arpents,  and  bounded  above  fiy  other  bind  of  tin.'  claimant  and  below  by  land  of  Jourdain  Savoie. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and 
cultivation  thereof,  by  the  claimant  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  f  >r  more  than  fjrty  years  past.  We 
are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  136. — J(jhn  Alexis  Boudraux  and  Joseph  Lazarre  Boudraux  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the 
parish  of  La  Fourche  Interior  and  on  the  left  bank  of  tln^  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containing  tliree  ar[ients 
front  liy  the  ordinarj- depith  of  forty  aipents  and  bounded  aliove  by  other  land  of  the  claimants  and 
below  by  land  of  widow  Francois  Gaude. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  ol'  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  haliitation  and 
cultivation,  by  the  saul  claimants  and  those  under  \yhom  they  hold,  for  more  than  I'orty  years  past.  W^' 
are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  137. — Alexis  Folse  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parisli  of  La  Fourche  Interior  and  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containing  ten  arpents  front  on  said  bayou  l.iy  the  ordinary  depth 
of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Mathieu  Ilotard  and  below  lij'  land  of  Komain  Kodri. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupteu  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  the  said 
tract,  by  himself  and  those  under  whom  lie  claims,  for  u[i wards  of  forty  years  past.  Wv  are  therefore  of 
opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

XTo  138 — Romaiu  Rodri  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  La  Fourche  Interior  and- on 
the  right  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containing  two  ariients  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty 
arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Alexis  Folse  and  below  by  land  of  Nicholas  Meilloii. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  the  said 
tract,  by  himsidf  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  A\'e  are  theref.re  of 
opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  bo  confirmed. 

No.  139.— Nicolas  Meill.m,  a  free  man  of  color,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  La 
Fourche  Interior  and  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Bay.m  L  i  Fourche,  containing  two  arpents  front  liy  the 
ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents',  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Romaiu  Rodri  and  below  by  land  belong- 
ing to  the  heirs  of  Louis  Courcier. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purcliase,  founded  on  uninterrupted  possession  and  con- 
stant habitation  and  cultivation  thereof,  liy  the  claimant  and  those  under  whonr  he  holds,  tbr  upwards  of 
forty  years  past.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No,  140.— Pierre  Jean  Piern;  Buras  cdaims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Plaijuemines  and 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  twenty  arpmits  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty 
arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  other  lands  of  the  claimant  and  below  by  land  of  Bastion  Buras. 

The  said  tract  of  land  wa^  first  settled  by  the  claimant,  about  forty-four  3'ears  ago,  by  permission  of 
the  proper  Sjianish  oflicer;  siuc'c  which  time  he  has  continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same  without 
any  interruption  whatsoever.     \\\-  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  141. lean   Pierre  Burat  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the   parish  of  Plaquemines  and  on  the 

west  bank  of  the  river  .Mississippi,  containing  eight  ar|ients  front,  by  the  ordinary  deiith  of  forty  arpents, 
and  bounded  ubove  bv  land  of  Adam  Frederick  and  below  by  land  of  John  McDoiiogh. 
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The  claimant  proves  uiiiiitenu|ite(l  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  the  sai 
tract,  by  himself  and  tliose  under  whom  he  holds,  for  more  than  forty-live  years  past.  We  are  tiierefor 
of  opinion  tliat  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  14-2. — Pierre  Cagnolati  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Plaquemines  and  on  the 
west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  four  and  a  lialf  ar|)ents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty 
urpents,  and  bounded  abiive  by  land  of  George  W.  .Johnson  and  below  by  land  of  the  widow  and  heirs  of 
Pierre  Clause. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  said  land, 
by  Tiimself  and  those  under  whom  he  iiolds,  for  upwards  of  forty  years  past.  We  arc  therefore  of  opinion 
that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  143. — Pierre  Cagnolati  claims  anotlier  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Plaquemines  and  on 
the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  three  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary-  depth  of  forty  arpents, 
and  bounded  above  and  below  by  lands  of  George  W.  Johnson. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase,  founded  on  uninterrupted  possession  and 
constant  habitation  and  cultivation  thereof  for  the  last  forty  years  and  upwards.  We  are  therefore  of 
opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  144. — The  widow  and  lieirs  of  Pierre  Clause  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Plaque- 
mines and  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing-  four  arpents  fr(nit  by  the  ordinary  depth 
of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Pierre  Cagnolati  and  below  by  land  of  Adam  Frederick. 

The  claimants  prove  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  thereof,  by 
themselves  and  those  under  whom  they  hold,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of  ojiiniou 
that  tliis  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  145. — Jacques  Adam  Frederick  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  tlic  i)arisli  of  Plaquemines  and  on 
the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  four  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  fortj'  arpents, 
and  bounded  above  by  land  of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Pierre  Clause   and  below  hy  land  of  G.  W.  Johnson. 

The  claimant  proves  undisputed  possession  and  constant  and  uninterrupted  habitation  and  cultivation 
of  the  said  land,  liy  himself  and  tliosc  under  whom  he  holds,  for  upwards  of  fortj^  years  past.  We  are 
therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  146. — Joseph  Lausade  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Plaquemines  and  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  about  eiglit  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents, 
and  bounded  aljove  by  land  of  Pierre  Cauvin  and  below  by  land  f>f  Messrs.  Bradish  &  Osgood. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purcliase,  founded  on  uninterrupted  possession  and  con- 
stant habitation  and  cultivation  thereof  for  the  last  forty  years  and  upwards.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion 
that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  147. — Pierre  Covin  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Plaquemines  and  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  three  and  a  half  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty 
arpents,  and  bounded  above  l)y  land  of  Auguste  Groleau  and  below  by  land  of  Joseph  Lausade. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  the  said 
tract,  by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of 
opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  148. — Catherine  Wilkinson,  wife  of  Joseph  B.  Wilkinson,  claims  a  tract  tif  land  situate  in  the 
parish  of  Plaquemines  and  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  fourteen  leagues  below 
the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing  fifteen  av].)ents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and 
bounded  above  by  land  of  the  heirs  of  Robert  Andrews  and  below  bj'  other  land  of  claimant. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  ancient  possession,  having  been  constantly  and  unin- 
terruptedly inhabited  and  cultivated,  by  the  claimant  and  those  under  whom  she  iK.ilds,  for  the  last  fifty 
years.     We  are  tiierefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  149. — Joseph  B.  AVilkinson  claims,  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  heirs  of  the  late  Robert  Andrews,  a 
tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parisii  of  Pla(|uemines  and  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing- 
twenty-live  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  fiU'ty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  !Maunsel 
AVhite  and  below  bj'  land  of  Catherine  Wilkinson. 

The  said  tract  of  land  was  purchased  by  the  late  Robert  Andrews  from  Samuel  Hermann  on  the  18th 
day  of  March,  1828,  and  is  now  claimed  in  virtue  of  said  purchase  and  of  constant  and  uninterrupted 
possession  and  cultivation,  by  the  said  Andrews  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  tlie  last  fifty  years 
and  upwards.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  150. — Merced  Maxent  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Plaquemines  and  on  the 
west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  one  half  arpent  front  by  the  usual  depth  of  forty  arpents, 
and  bounded  above  by  land  of  (Gilbert  Leonard  and  below  by  land  of  Pierre  Lacoste. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  said  tract, 
by  herself  and  those  under  whom  she  hohls,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion 
that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  151. — Genevieve  Zelime  Gaultier,  wife  of  Jean  Joseph  Coiron,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in 
the  parish  of  Plaquemines,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  thirty-six  miles  below  the 
city  of  New  Orleans,  containing  thirty-seven  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and 
bounded  above  by  land  of  F.  St.  Marie  Coiron  and  below  by  land  of  Mr.  Wcderstrandt, 

The  claimant  proves  undisputed  possession  and  constant  and  uninterrupted  iiabitation  and  cultiva- 
tion of  said  tract,  by  herself  and  those  under  whom  she  holds,  for  more  than  forty  years  and  upwards. 
We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  tliis  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  152. — Domingo  Ragas  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Plaquemines  and  on  the 
east  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  six  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents, 
and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Joseph  Denesse  and  below  by  land  of  Jacob  Incle. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase,  IViunded  on  uninterrupted  possession  and  con- 
stant habitation  and  cultivation  thereof  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that 
this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  153.— Jacques  Frederic  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Plaquemines  and  on  the 
■west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  five  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  '^orty  arpents, 
and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Samuel  Packwood  and  below  by  land  of  Robert  Montgomery. 

Ihe  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  said  land, 
by  Inmselt  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  upwards  of  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion 
that  tliis  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 
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X(i.  iri4. —  Francois  Mdrcau  claims  a  tract  of  lan.l  siliialc  in  llic  |iaiisli  of  i'la.|  nciiiinis  ami  .m  tlic 
oast  bank  uf  the  river  .Mississi|i|ii,  cmtainin.^-  tlin-r  arpculs  IV'MiI  \<y  llic  ordinary  df[>\\>  of  Imi  i y  arprnls, 
and  bmmdcd  alM)\c  by  land  uf  Jean  LatVancc  and  below  bv  laml  of  |)nniin.:-ii  Ka^'as. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virlne  et  iiiireluise,  r.Miiidid  i<n  niiinliMrii|iled  iiussessioii  and 
constant  habitation  and  cnltivation  thereof  I'or  more  than  f.a iy  yeai^  |Kist.  We  are  llierefn|-e  of  opiiiion 
that  this  claim  uug-ht  to  bo  confirmed. 

No.  155. — Jean  Lafrance  claims  a  tract  of  land  sitmite  in  the  parish  of  l'lai|iieniines  and  on  llir  west 
liank  of  the  river  Mississipiri,  containini;-  one  arpenl  front  by  the  ordinai\  ile|ilh  of  forty  ar|ienls,  and 
bounded  above  by  other  land  of  the  (dainiant  and  below  by  land  of  f'laiK;  lis  Mori'au. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  ol'  ancient  and  undisputed  possession,  having;-  been  con- 
stantly inhabited  and  cultivated,  by  the  claimant  .and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  ibr  more  than  forlv 
years  past.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ouL;-hl  to  be  conlirined. 

No.  156. — Hortaire  Bouvier  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  La  Fourche  interioi-  and 
on  the  right  baid-c  of  the  Baycni  La  Fourche,  coutaiuin^-  one  arpent  front  by  the  ordimny  depth  of  lorly 
arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  tif  Charles  Sabii\  and  below  by  land  of  ktiennc'  Cnidiaux,  jr. 

I'he  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  ,,['  saiil  trm-t, 
by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  more  than  forty  yi'ars  past.  AVe  are  therelore  of  o|iinion 
tliat  this  claim  ougdit  to  be  couliriru'il. 

No.  157. — Jean  Baptiste  Molaison  claims  a  ti'act  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Lii  Fourchi.'  Interior 
and  on  the  ri.n'ht  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containin.u,-  one  arpcMit  and  three-ipiarters  front  by  the 
ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  anil  bounded  above  by  lanil  of  J.  1!.  leibichan.x;  and  behiw  by  land  of 
widow  Jean  Charles  Broussard. 

The  claim-ant  proves  uninterrupted  piossession  and  constant  habitation  and  cidtivation  of  said  land, 
by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  upwards  of  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of  oiiiniou 
that  this  claim  ougdit  to  be  confirmecl, 

\o.  158. — Reuben  Bush  cdaims  a  tract  n't  hind  situate  in  the  parish  of  Iberville  and  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  six  aipents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  ibrty  arpents,  and 
bounded  above  by  land  of  Jerome  Boudreaux  and  behjw  by  land  of  Florentine  Landry. 

Tlie  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase,  founded  on  uninterrupti'd  iiossessiou  and  con- 
stant habitation  and  cultivation  thereof  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that 
this  claim  t)Ught  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  159. — Pierre  Robin  Delognj'  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Jelferson  and  on  the 
right  or  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  live  arpents  and  five  toises  front  by  the  ordinary 
depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  liy  land  of  Mdi\  Etipliemia  Bn.iwn  and  below  by  land  of  John 
S.  David  and  Edward  Robin  Delogny. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  part  of  a  larger  tract  purchased  by  the  claimant  on  the  Hth  day  of  June, 
1199,  from  Pierre  Pedesclaux,  to  wdiich  latter  it  had  been  conveyed  in  due  form  by  Joseph  Xavier  de 
Pontalba  on  the  22d  day  of  April,  1190;  from  which  period  down  to  the  present  time  the  portion  now 
claimed  has  never  ceased  to  be  inhabited  and  cultivated.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim 
ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  160. — John  S.  David  and  Edward  I'lobin  Delogny  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of 
Jefi'erson  and  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  ^Mississippi,  containing  five  arpents  and  five  toises  front 
by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  laud  of  Pierre  Robin  Delogny  and  below 
by  land  of  John  McDonogh. 

Tlie  claimants  prove  undisputed  possession  and  constant  and  uninterruiited  habitation  ;ind  cultiva- 
tion of  tlie  said  land,  by  themselves  and  those  under  whom  they  hold,  for  more  than  fifty  years  past,  ^\'e 
are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  161. — Brinville  Lafrance  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Pla.|uemines  and  on  the 
east  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  two  arpents  front  by  the  (U'dinary  depth  of  forty  arpents, 
and  bounded  above  b}'  land  of  Jaccjues  Lafrance  and  below  by  land  of  Ffcmore  Duplessis. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase,  founded  on  uninterrupteil  possessioii  ami  con- 
stant habitation  and  cultivation  thereof  for  more  than  forty  years  iiast.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that 
this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  162. — Jo.seph  Lalonier,  a  free  niau  of  color,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Jef- 
ferson and  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  contaiiung  one-half  of  an  arpent  front  by  tlie  ordi- 
nary depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Joseph  Cavalier  and  lielow  by  land  of  Terence 
Drouet. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  ancient  possession,  having  been  uninterruptedly 
inhabited  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant  since  the  month  of  March,  1  SOS,  and  by  tho.se  under  wdiom  he 
holds  for  more  than  ten  consecutive  years  prior.  AVe  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be 
confirmed. 

No.  163.— Louis  Uarang  chiims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Jeirerson  and  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  one  arpent  frbnt  liy  a  de[itli  of  eighty  ariKuits,  and  bounded 
above  by  land  of  Dugue  Livaudais  Brothers  and  below  Liy  land  of  Frangoise  Macarty. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  ot  the  said 
tract,  by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  more  than  fifty  years  past.  W  e  are  therelore  ot 
opinion  tliat  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirined.  .  •  i      ,• 

No.  164.— Frangoise  Macarty,  a  free  woman  of  coh:)r,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  m  the  parisli  ot 
Jefferson,  and  on  the  west  bankVif  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  one  arpent  one  foot  and  six  inches 
front  by  eighty  arpents  in  depth,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Louis  Ilarang  and  below  by  land  of  widow 
Mayronne.  .  .  . , 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  the  said 
tract,  by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  ever  since  the  year  1183.  W  e  are  therelore  ot  opinion 
that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirined.  ,    .      ,    .  .•  i       i 

No.  165.— Jo.seph  Enouel  Dugue  Livaudais  and  Charles  Enoul  Dugue  Livaudais  (daun  a  tract  of  land 
situate  in  the  parish  of  Jefferson"  and  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  two  arpents 
and  two-thirds  front  by  eighty  arpents  in  depth,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Messrs.  Ilarang  and 
Fazende  and  below  by  'land  of  Marie  Therese  Dauphin. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase,  founded  on  uninterrupted  possession  and  con- 
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stunt  luiljitation  ami  cuUivution,  by  the  claimants  and  those  under  whom  they  hold,  for  more  than  forty 
years  past.     We  arc  therefore  of  opinion  tliat  this  claim  cnight  to  be  contirnied 

Xo.  166. Honore  Bacchus,  a  free  negro,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  tlic  parish  of  JelTerson  and 

on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containino-   tln-eo-qnarters  of  an   arpent  front  by  tli/3  ordinary 
deptii  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Marie  Bacchus  and  below  by  land  of  Z(mon  Saulet. 

T\w  chii'ujant  proves  nninterruiited  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  the  said 
tract,  by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  upwards  of  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of 
opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

Nq_  i(;'j_ — Zouon  Saulet,  a  free  man  of  color,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Jefferson 
and  on  tlio  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  containing  fnir  arpents  and  eleven  toisos  front  by 
eia'htY  ariicnts  in  depth,  bounded  above  by  land  of  Honore  Bacchus  and  below  by  land  of  Lucien  La 
Brunche. 

The  said  tract  of  hmd  is  claimeil  in  virtue  of  purchase,  fonnde'l  on  nnintorrupted  possession  and 
constant  iiabitation  and  cultivation  thereof,  by  the  claimant  and  those  under  whom  lie  holds,  fir  more 
than  forty-five  years  past.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  168. — Mary  Bacchus,  a  free  woman  of  color,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of 
Jefferson  and  on  the  west  liank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  one  arpent  and  three-quarters  front 
by  the  ordinary  depth  of  i'ortj'  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  G.  A.  Waggaman  and  below  by 
land  of  Honord  Bacchus. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  the  said 
tract,  by  herself  and  those  under  whom  she  holds,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of 
oj)inion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  169. — Marcellitc  Rieu.x,  a  free  woman  of  color,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of 
Jefferson  and  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  two-thirds  of  an  arpent  or  twenty 
toises  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  Imunded  above  by  land  of  J.  B.  and  T.  Drouet  and 
below  by  land  of  Mde.  G.  A.  Waggaman. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  the  said 
land,  by  herself  and  those  under  whom  siie  holds,  for  ujuvards  of  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of 
opinion  tliat  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

Xo.  no. — The  widow  and  heirs  of  Andre  Lasseigne  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  St. 
John  the  Baptist  and  on  the  east  baidi  of  the  river  Jlississippi,  containing  two  arpents  front  by  the 
ordinary  deiith  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  M.  Keine  and  below  by  land  of  widow 
Norbert  Boudousquici 

The  said  tract  of  land  was  purchased  by  the  late  Andre  Lasseigne  from  Leonard  Lasseigne  on  the 
9th  day  of  October,  1192;  since  which  time  it  has  been  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  the  said  Andre,  and 
after  liim,  his  widow  and  heirs,  (the  present  claimants,)  without  any  interruption  whatsoever.  We  are 
therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  ni. — Louis  Constant  Destez  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  St.  John  the  Baptist 
and  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  two  arpents  front  by  a  depth  of  about  thirty- 
three  arpents,  with  the  side  lines  closing  a  few  degrees,  bounded  above  hj  land  of  Eleanor  Arnauld  and 
below  by  land  of  Etienne  Lacoste. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  said  tract, 
l)y  himself  and  those  under  whum  he  holds,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion 
that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  1T2. — George  Tregre  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  St.  John  the  Baptist  and  on 
the  east  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  one  arpent  and  ten  toises  front  bj'  the  ordinary  depth 
of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Louis  Pcrillonx  and  below  by  land  of  Victoire  Deslondes. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase,  founded  on  uninterrupted  possession  and 
constant  habitation  and  cultivation  thereof  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion 
that  this  claim  jjught  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  113. — Victoire  Deslondes,  a  I'ree  woman  of  enlor,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of 
St.  John  the  Baptist  and  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river  ALississijipi,  containing  two  arpents  and  twentj-two 
toises  iVont  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  George  Tregre  and 
below  bj'  other  land  belonging-  to  the  claimant. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and 
cultivation  thereof,  by  the  claimant  and  those  under  whom  she  holds,  for  upwards  of  forty  years  past.  We 
are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  conlirmcil. 

No.  174. — Rosalie  Isidor,  a  free  woman  of  color,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  St. 
Charles  and  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  one-half  of  an  arpent  front  by  about 
thirty-four  arpents  in  depth,  and  bounded  above  and  below  by  lands  of  Honore  Zeringue. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  uninterrupted  jiossession  and  constant  habitation  and 
cultivation  thereof  for  the  last  forty  years  and  upwards.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  clain^ 
ought  to  be  confirmed. 

Xn.  17.5. — Joseph  Pacipiet  and  Narcisse  Zemin,  free  persons  of  color,  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in 
the  piarish  of  St.  Jolm  the  Baptist  and  on  the  east  bank  of  tlie  river  Mississippi,  containing  one  arpent 
and  ten  toises  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Mr.  Ilasdeley 
and  below  by  land  of  Mr.  Picon. 

The  claimants  prove  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  the  said 
tract,  by  themselves  and  those  under  whom  they  hold,  for  more  than  fifty  years  past.  We  are  therefore 
of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  176. — Narcisse  Lasse  claims  a  tract  of  laud  situate  in  the  parish  of  Jefferson  and  on  the  "  Metai- 
rie  road,"  containing  two  ariients  front  on  each  side  of  said  road,  by  a  de|ith  on  the  north  side  extending- 
to  Lake  P<intchartrain,  and  on  the  south  side  extending  to  the  limits  of  the  "Macarty  plantation;"  bounded 
above  by  land  of  Joseph  Beaulieu  and  below  by  laud  of  Marie  Pierre  Demouy. 

The  said  tract  ol' land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase,  founded  on  undisputed  possession  and  constant 
and  uninterrupted  habitation  and  cultivation  thereof,  by  the  claimant  and  those  under  whom  Ue  IkiUIs,  for 
more  than  fifty  .years  past.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  177. —  Marie  Pierre  Dumouy,  a  free  woman  of  color,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish 
of  Jellrrsou,  on  the  "  Mclairie  road,''  containing  two  arpents  front  on  each  side  of  said  road,  by  a  di^pth  on 


1S34.]  LAND    CLAIMS    IN    LOUISIANA. 


tho  liurlli    siilc  cxtciHliii--   tn    Lake   P(.iitrliaiii;iiii,   iiiid    ..ii    the   s..u(li    sidi-  cxlcn.lin'j,-    ((.    the    limits   nf  tlic 
"Jla(_-:irly|ilantatioii,"  l.duinlcd  al»iv.'  \<\  hiinlnl'  Xani.^sc  Lassi'  ami  licldw  li.v  laml  .'il'  .lean  Lmiis  licaiilieu. 

Tlie  said  tract  di'  land  is  pari  of  a  lar-rr  tract  iiurclias<>d  ],y  \\„.  late  Vicrrc  Diiiiintiy  (I'allnr  ..f  [\\r. 
flainiaiit)  IVdlii  l»dii  Aliiionestcry  Koxas  in  the  year  17'.11;  since  "whicli  time  the  |.i,rlinn  niiw  claimed  lias 
ever  cuntinued  t.i  be  inhabited  and  cultivated  as  iindis]iuted  private  pniiierlv.  We  arr  thei-el'dre  nt 
opinion  that  this  claim  otigdit  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  n8.— Francois    Pascalis   Lacestiere  Volant  de   La  IJarre   claims  a  tract  of  laml   situale   in  the 
parish  of  Jefl'ersou,  on  the  Hayou  Blvtairif,  and   abnn1  six  miles  from  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  cdnlainin"- 
two  arpents  front  on  each  side  of  said  bayou,  by  a  depth  cxtendiii;^-  to  lake   Pontchartrain   on  the   north 
side,  and  nf  ten  arpents  on  the_south  side,  bounded  on  one  si.le  by  land  of  0(>orj;-e  L'lvsprit,  a  free   nenio 
and  on  the  other  by  land  of  Francois  Peyroux. 

The  claimant  jirovcs  undisputed  p.^ssessinu  and  constant  and  uiiinlerru|iteil  liabitatinn  and  c  idlivali.m 
of  the  said  land,  by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  I'or  more  than  lortv  veais  past.  \\'<'  are 
therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  coiiiiimed. 

No.  no. — Lacestiere  Volant  La  Barre  and  Jean  IJaptiste  Volant  La  ISarre  claim  a,  tract  nf  land 
situate  in  the  parish  of  Jefl'erson,  on  the  Bayou  i/c/f/Zr/c,  and  at  abniil  six  miies  IVnm  the  <-il\-nf  New 
Orleans,  containing  twelve  arpents  front  on  each  side  of  said  bayou,  by  a  depth  exfendin.n-  to  Lake  I'ont- 
chartrain  on  the  north  side,  and  of  eleven  aipents  on  the  south  sid'e;  bounded  on  (Jiie  side  by  land  of 
Francoise  Dorville,  and  on  the  otlicr  side  by  land  of  (leor.n'o  L'Esprit,  a  frt'c  ne!j;ro. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  ancient  and  undisputed  jHi'ssession,  havin.i;'  been  con- 
stantly and  uninterrui)tedly  inhabited  and  cultivated,  by  the  claiuumts  and  those  under  wlmni  they  hnid, 
for  the  last  forty  years  and  upwards.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  In  be  cnnliruieil. 
No.  ISO. — Edmond  Bozonier  Marinillon  and  Eugene  Lartigue  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  jiarish 
of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  on  the  left  or  east  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  i-ontaining  six  arpeiits  I'ront  by 
the  ordinary  depth  of  f  irty  arfients,  and  bounded  abnve  by  land  of  Leon  Vicner  and  Ijelnw  by  other  land 
of  the  claimants. 

The  said  tract  fif  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purcliase,  founded  on  iininterrn]ited  possessinu  and  cnn- 
stant  habitation  and  cultivation  thereof,  by  the  claimants  and  those  umler  whom  they  hold,  for  more  than 
forty  years  past.     AVe  arc  therefore  of  o])ini(,in  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  18L — Joseph  Nicholas  Dugas  claims  a  tract  (_if  land  situate  in  the  jiarish  of  Ascension  and  on 
the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containin.i^  six  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  nf  ibrty  ar)ienis, 
and  bound(.'d  above  by  land  of  Anselme  Le  Blanc  and  below  by  land  of  J.  B.  (Jandin. 

The  claimant  produces,  in  support  of  his  said  claim,  a  regiUar  chain  of  cnnveyances  frnm  the  year 
1190  down  to  liimself,  and  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  cultivation  nf  the  said  tract  during  all 
said  time.     We  arc  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  LS2. — Jean  Baptiste  (iaudin  claims  a  tract  of  land  situati'  in  the  parish  of  Ascension  and  on  the 
west  bank  of  the  river  Mississipiii,  containing  one  arpent  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents, 
and  bounded  above  by  other  land  of  the  claimant  and  below  b_y  land  of  Beloni  Babin. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  jjurchase,  founded  on  uninterrupted  possession  and  C(jn- 
stant  habitation  and  cultivation  thereof,  by  the  claimant  and  those  under  whnm  he  holds,  from  the  year 
L790  down  to  the  present  time.     We  are  therefore  of  (jpinion  that  this  claim  ought  tn  be  confirmeil. 

No.  183. — Reloni  Babin  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  ef  Ascension  and  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  three  arpents  front  liy  the  ordinary  depth  of  fjrty  arpents,  anil 
bounded  al.iove  by  land  of  J.  B.  Gaudin  ;ind  below  by  land  of  Marceline  Lelilanc. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  liabitation  and  cultivatinu  nf  the  said 
tract,  by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  ever  since  the  year  1790.  We  are  tlierelbre  of  opinion 
that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  184. — Marceline  lioblanc  claims  a  tract  of  hind  situa.ti:  in  the  parish  i^'i  Ascension  and  on  \\\f 
west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  two  arpents  front  iiy  the  usual  deiitli  of  forty  arpents,  and 
bounded  above  by  land  of  Beloni  Babin  and  below  by  land  of  Auguste  Brtmsanl. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase,  f  mnded  on  uninterru|ited  |iossession  and 
constant  habitation  and  cultivation  thereof,  liy  the  claimant  and  those  undijr  wIkjui  he  holds,  ever  since 
the  year  1790.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  185. — Antoine  Diez  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Saint  (Miarles,  on  the  east  bank 
of  the  Bayou  "  Dex  Alleman<h"  and  at  al.iout  fifteen  miles  distant  from  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing 
twenty  arpents  front,  by  the  whole  depth  to  Lake  jllalhi,  not  exceeding  forty-three  arpents. 

The  said  tract  of  land  was  first  settled  and  established  by  one  Pierre  Dome  about  si.xty  years  ago, 
and  was  purchased  by  the  claimant  from  the  heirs  of  said  Dome  in  the  year  1827.  It  is  now  claimed  in 
virtue  of  uninterrupted  possession  and  cultivation  from  the  period  of  its  first  settlenient,  as  ahu-esaid, 
down  to  the  present  time.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  conlirnied. 

Xo.  186. — The  heirs  of  John  Dugat  claim  a  tract  of  laud  situate  in  the  parish  of  La  Fonrchc  Interior, 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containing  sixty  arpents  front  on  said  bayou,  by  all  the  de|ith 
thereunto  appertaining,  not  exceeding  forty  arpents,  and  fioiinded  above  liy  land  of  Kaphuel  Landry  and 
below  by  land  of  Louis  Baube. 

The  said  tract  of  land  was  purchased  by  the  late  John  Dugat  (father  of  the  claimants)  from  Francis 
Anfrai  on  the  19th  day  of  December,  180(i,  and  is  now  claimed  in  virtue  of  constant  and  unijiterrupted 
possession  and  cultivation  thereof  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this 
claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  187.— The  heirs  of  (luillaume  Terrebonne  claim  a  tract  of  land  situale  iii  the  parish  of 
Terrebonne,  on  the  Bayou  Caillou,  containing  twenty  arpents  front  on  each  side  of  the  said  bayou  by  the 
ordinary  depth,  also  on  each  side,  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  a  small  bayou  called  Bayou 
Guillauinc,  and  below  by  land  of  Pierre  Coulon. 

The  said  tract  of  land  was  first  seltlcd  liy  the  late  Guillauni<>  Terrebnune  abnut  forty-five  years  ago, 
from  which  period  down  to  the  present  tinie'it  has  continued  to  be  inhabited  and  cultivated  as  private 
property,  without  any  interruption  whatsoever.  We  are  tlieref  .re  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be 
confirmed. 

No.  188.— Manuid  Perrin  claims  a  trai-t  ..f  land  situate  on  the  Baynu  Onchas,  m  the  parish  ot 
Jefferson  and  district  of  Barrataria,  containing  eleven  arpents  front  on  the  said  bayou  by  a  depth  not 
exceeding  ten  arpenls,  and  liounded  on  one  side  by  land  of  Messrs.  ilagnon  and  Pelleteau,  and  on  the 
other  side  by  the  Bayou  Aii.r  Oicc. 
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Tlie  claimant  proves  iiniuterniptcd  pos.sessioii  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  tiic  said 
tract,  by  himself  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  upwards  of  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of 
opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  189. — Armand  Magnon  and  Jacques  Pelleteau  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of 
Jeflfcrson  and  district  of  Barrataria,  and  on  the  Bayou  Ouachas,  containing  eleven  arponts  front  on  said 
bayou  by  a  depth  not  exceeding  ten  arponts,  and  bounded  on  one  side  by  land  of  Messrs.  Drouett, 
brothers,  and  on  the  other  side  by  land  of  Manuel  Perrin. 

The  said  tract  of  laud  is  chiimed  in  virtue  of  purchase,  founded  on  uninterrupted  posse.ssion  and 
constant  haljitation  and  cultivation  thereof,  by  the  claimants  and  those  under  whom  they  hold,  for  more 
than  forty  years  past.     Wc  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  190. — Francois  Diisuau  De  La  Croix  claims  a  tract  of  c>/press  land  ("  ciprierk")  situate  in  the 
parish  of  Iberville  and  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  ten  arponts  front  by  the 
ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  liounded  above  by  land  formerly  behinging  to  Mr.  Pcrret  and  l.ielow 
by  land  of  Prancis  Kiaiio. 

The  said  tract  of  laud  wa.s  purciiased  by  tlic  clainjant,  conjointly  with  Marie  Etienne  Detlechier,  from 
Don  Santiago  Larcho  on  the  8th  day  of  May,  1801  ;  ti}  which  latter  it  had  been  conveyed  by  Marie 
Haydel,  widow  of  Pierre  Sauriot,  by  a  deed  formally  executed  before  the  Spanish  commandant  of  the 
district,  on  the  3d  day  of  Ocfober,  1792.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  191. — The  heirs  of  James  Philip  Villere  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Saint 
Bernard,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  eight  miles  below  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
containing  seven  and  a  quarter  arpents  fi'ont  by  a  depth  extending  to  the  lake  or  the  private  lands 
bordering  thereon,  bounded  above  by  other  land  of  the  claimants  and  below  by  land  of  Simon  Cucullu. 

The  claimants  prove  undisputed  possession  and  constant  and  uninterrupted  lialiitation  and  cultivation 
of  the  said  land,  ly  tliemselves  and  those  under  whom  they  hold,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  We 
are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  192. — Bartliclemy  Favre  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Plaquemines  and  on  the 
east  or  left  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  three  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty 
arpents,  and  bounded  on  one  side  by  laud  of  S.  Guesnon,  and  on  the  other  side  by  land  of  Hyacinthc 
Blouin. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  piu'chase,  founded  on  uninterrupted  possession  and 
constant  habitation  and  cultivation,  hj  the  claimant  and  ^hose  under  whom  he  holds,  for  more  than  forty 
years  past.     Wo  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  193. — Camille  Arnonl,  wife  of  George  A.  Waggaman,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  jiarish 
of  Jefierson  and  on  the  west  bank  of  tlie  river  Mississippi,  containing  twenty  toises  front  by  the  ordinary 
depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Mercellite  Kieux,  a  free  woman  of  color,  and  below 
by  other  land  of  the  claimant. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  ancient  and  undis|iuted  possession,  having  been  con- 
staTitly  and  uninterruptedly  inhaljited  and  cultivated,  by  the  claimant  and  those  under  whom  she  holds,  for 
the  last  sixty  years.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  194. — Camille  Arnoul,  wife  of  George  A.  Waggaman,  claims  another  snmll  tract  of  land  situate 
in  the  parish  of  Jefl'erson  and  on  the  west  liank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  three  arpents  front 
bj'  the  usual  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  other  land  of  the  claimant  and  below  by  land 
of  Maria  Bacchus,  a  free  woman  of  color. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  the  said 
tract,  by  herself  and  those  under  whom  she  holds,  for  more  than  sixty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of 
opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  195. — Camille  Arnoul,  wile  of  George  A.  Waggaman,  claims  another  tract  of  land  situate  in  the 
parish  of  Jefferson,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  lying  forty  arpents  back  from  the  river, 
containing  five  arpents  front  by  forty  arpents  in  depth,  extending  from  the  lower  line  of  the  claimant'.s 
plantation  to  the  upper  line  of  laud  belonging  to  Zenon  Saulet. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession  and  cultivation  of  the  said  tract,  by  herself  and  those 
under  whom  she  holds,  for  the  last  sixty  years.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be 
confirmed. 

No.  196. — Michel  Lucien  La  Branche  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Jefferson  and 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  four  arpents  front  by  eighty  arpents  in  depth,  and 
bounded  above  by  land  of  Mr.  Drouett  and  below  by  other  land  of  the  claimant. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase,  founded  on  uninterrupted  possession  and 
constant  habitation  and  cultivation,  by  himself  and  those  under  whom  ho  holds,  for  more  tiian  fifty  years 
past.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  tliis  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  197. — Michel  Lucien  La  Branche  claims  another  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Jefferson 
and  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Mississippi,  at  the  distance  of  forty  arpents  from  the  river,  containing 
two  arpents  front  by  forty  arpents  in  depth,  (being  principally  a  cypress  swamp,)  bounded  on  one  side  by 
other  land  of  the  claimant,  and  on  the  other  side  by  land  of  F.  Bernoudy. 

The  claimant  proves  constant  and  uninterrupted  possession  and  occupation  of  the  said  tract,  bj'  him- 
self and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  the  last  fifty  years.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim 
ought  to  be  Confirmed. 

No.  198. — Soslhene  Roman,  as  syndic  of  the  creditors  of  Jean  Baptiste  Degruj',  claims  in  behalf  ot 
said  creditors  a  tract  of  land  situate  on  the  Bayou  Ouaclias,  in  the  jiarish  of  Jefierson  and  district  of 
Barrataria,  containing  forty  arpents  front  on  the  said  bayou,  whereof  ten  arpents  have  a  de])th  of  one 
hundred  and  three  arpents,  ten  arpents  a  depth  of  sixty  arpents,  and  the  balance  a  deptli  of  forty  arpents, 
bounded  on  one  side  by  land  formerly  belonging  to  widow  (ruerbois,  and  on  the  other  side  by  laud  i)f 
Laurent  Millaudon. 

It  appears  that  the  said  J.  B.  Degruy  became  the  possessor  of  tlic  said  land  by  virtue  of  formal  pur- 
chase in  the  year  1792;  from  which  time  he  continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same,  without  interrup- 
tion, until  the  year  1812,  when  he  made  a  surrender  thereof  to  his  creditors.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion 
that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  199. — Barthelemy  Baptiste,  a  free  man  of  color,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of 
Plaquemines  and  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  twenty-five  arpents  front  by  the 
ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  lying  a  short  distance  above  a  point  called  Pointe  La  llache. 

The  said  tract  of  land  was  first  settled  bj-  the  claimant  in  the  year  1792,  by  [icrmission  of  the  proi)cr 
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Slianish  ollirrr,  ami  has  (Miitiuuc.l  In  lu'  iiilialiit.>il  ainl  riilli\  ;ilc.|  liy  liini  r\ci-  isinci'.      Wr  aiv  lluiclMri'  of 
opinion  that  this  claim  unt^'ht  to  bo  conhrmi'il. 

No.  :200. — Homy  Mo(.'alI  claim.s  a  tract  oi'  himl  siiiialc  in  \\\r  |iaiish  of  l'hii|iirminis,  ainl  ..n  Ihr  casi 
iiank  oF  the  river  Mississip])!,  containing-  .seven  arpeiits  I'nmt  liy  Iho  m-ilinary  ilcplh  uf  liirt  y  arpcnis,  au'l 
bounded  above  by  land  (jf  Martin  .^oya  and  below  iiy  land  uf  widnw  (liitMianl. 

The  clainnmt  [n-oves  nninterrnpted  possession,  haliilalinn,  and  ciilii\a1ifin  of  thr  said  traci  liy  himscir 
and  those  under  whom  he  hokls,  for  nnire  than  forty  years  past.  \\  !■  arr  llicrcfoic'  of  opinion  thai  this 
claim  oug'ht  to  be  coi;lirniod. 

No.  201. — Philip  .Vugnstus  Polai-haise  claims  a  tract  of  laml  silnali'  in  tlic  parish  of  .Ichrisoii,  dii 
the  east  bank  of  the  river  Mis.sissippi,  and  about  three  mih's  alio\-e  tlie  city  of  New  Oilcans,  i-onliiinihg 
seven  arpent.s  and  ten  toises  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  iorty  arpi'iits,  and  closini;-  in  tin'  rear, 
bounded  above  by  lands  of  widow  Avart  and  belov,'  by  lands  forming  the  subinb  "  I'laisnurc." 

The  .said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase,  fountled  on  unintiarupted  ]]ossession  and 
constant  habitation  and  cultivation  thereof  by  the  claimant  andtlioso  under  whom  lie  Imlds,  tor  naac  than 
fifty  years  past,     ^Vc  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  t(,>  be  coidirmeil. 

No.  202. — Benjamin  Folse  and  the  heirs  of  the  late  .Marcellin  Folse  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in 
the  parish  of  La  Fourche  Interior,  an<l  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Bayou  Ija  Fonrche,  containing  si.x  arpents 
fronton  said  bayou  by  the  onlinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  lioumled  above  by  land  of  .\le.\ander 
Lepine  and  below  by  land  of  widow  Antoinc  Folse. 

The  claimants  prove  uninterrupted  possession  and  constant    haliitatiou   and  cultivati f  the  said 

land  by  themselves   and  those  under  whom  they  hold,   for  the  last   forty  years  and   upwards       Wi;  are 
therefore  f)f  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  contirmcd. 

No.  203. — Marie  Leche,  widow  of  Antoine  Folse,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  piarish  of  La 
Fourche  Literior,  and  on.  the  left  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containing  two  and  one-fourth  arpients 
front  on  the  said  bayou  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  abiive  by  land  of  Iienjamin 
Folse  and  the  lieirs  of  ilarcellin  Folse  and  below  by  land  of  Henry  F.  Knoblock. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase,  founded  on  uninterrupted  possession,  habita- 
tion, and  cultivation  thereof,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  Wc  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  tins  claim 
ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  204. — Jacques  Babin  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  La  Fourche  Interior,  and  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containing  one  arpent  and  three-fourths  front  by  the  ordinary 
depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  aliove  by  land  of  widow  John  Charles  Broussard  and  below  b_y  land 
of  Hypolite  Guedry. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession,  habitation,  and  cultivation  of  the  said  land  by  himself 
and  those  under  whijm  he  holds,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  \Vi.'  are  thi.'refore  of  opinion  that  this 
claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  205 — Joseph  Leblanc  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  th'_'  |.iarish  of  La  Fourche  Interior,  and  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containing  two  arpents  front  by  tiio  ordinary  depth  of  forty 
arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  widow  Joseph  Koger  and  below  by  land  of  widow  Francois  Brunet. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  uninterrupted  possession,  habitation,  and  cultivation 
thereof,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.     AVe  arc  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  20G. — Hypi.dite  Guedry  claims  a  tract  o(  laud  situate  in  the  parish  of  La  Fourche  Literior,  and 
on  till-  right  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containing  two  arpents  front  by  the  onlinary  depth  of  forty 
arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  laud  of  Jacques  Babin  and  below  by  land  of  Constant  Pitrie. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession,  habitation,  and  cultivation  of  the  said  lanil,  for  nnue 
than  forty  years  past.     We  are  tiierefure  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  207. — Joseph  Nicolas  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  i)arish  of  La  Fourche  Interior,  and  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containing  twenty-si.x  toises  three  feet  and  ten  inches  front  b3- 
the  usual  depth  of  forty  ari)ents,  and  bounded  al.iove  liy  land  of  Eugene  Toups  and  below  by  land  of 
Joseph  Savois. 

The  said  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase,  founded  on  uninterrupted  possession,  habitation,  and 
cultivation  thereof,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of  epiniou  that  this  claim  ought  to 
be  confirmed. 

No,  208. — Martial  Leluenf,  senior,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  paia'sh  of  La  I'ourche  Interior, 
and  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containing  five  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty 
arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  cif  Louis  Wagenspack  and  below  ly  other  land  of  the  claimant. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purcha.se,  founded  on  nninterrnpted  possession,  liabita- 
tion,  and  cultivation  thereof,  for  more  than  forty  years  jiast.  We  are  therefore  of  oinuion  that  this  claim 
ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  209. — Nicolas  .\rcenan.\  i-laiins  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  La  Fourche  Interior,  and 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  at  about  nineteen  miles  below  Thibodeauxville,  containing  one 
arpent  front  by  the  ordinary  deiitli  of  Iorty  arpents,  and  bounded  aliove  liy  land  of  Joseph  Barrio  and 
below  by  other  land  of  the  claimant. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase,  founded  on  nninterrupteil  possession,  liabita- 
tion,  and  cultivation  thereof,  for  niLire  than  torty  years  past.  We  are  therel'ore  of  opinion  that  this  elann 
ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  210. — Nicolas  Arcenau.x  claims  another  small  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  jiarish  of  La  Fourche 
Literior,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  and  about  eigliteen  miles  below  Thibodeauxville,  con- 
taining two  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  other  land  of  the 
claimant  and  below  by  land  of  George  Dufresne, 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  uninterrupted  iiossession,  cultivation,  and  habitat  njn  thereof, 
for  the  last  forty  years  and  upwards.     AVe  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ouglit  to  be  conlirmed. 

No.  21 L — Nicolas  .-Vrcenanx  claims  another  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  La  Fourche  Interior, 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  and  about  twenty  miles  below  Thibodeauxville,  containing  two 
arpents  front  by  forty  arpents  in  depth,  and   bounded  above  by  laml  of  William  Field  and  below  by  land 

of  Joseph  Bari  o.  •        •  •       ■  i   i      i    i      i  •        ir 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession,  habitation,  and  cultivation  ol  said  land,  liy  hiinselt 
and  those  under  whom  lie  holds,  for  more  than  forty  years  jiast.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this 
claim  ouglit  to  lie  confirmed.  ,  . 

fv-p.  212. Joseph  Barr'o  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate   in   the  parish  ol   La  l(jurche  Interior,  on  tiie 

vol.  VI 88  E 
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kt't  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourclie,  and  about  nineteen  miles  below  Thibodeauxville,  containing  six 
ai-pciits  f'nint  liv  the  n.sn:il  deptii  nf  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Ursin  Savoie  and  below 
by  land  of  William  Field. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase,  founded  on  uninterrupted  possession  and  con- 
stant habitation  and  cultivation  thereof,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that 
tills  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  213.— Joseph  Barrio  claims  another  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  pari.sh  of  La  Fourche  Interior,  on 
the  left  Ijank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  and  about  twenty  miles  from  Thibodeauxville,  containing  four 
arpents  front  liy  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Fran9ois  Scheraister 
and  below  by  land  of  Nicolas  Arccnanx. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession,  habitation,  and  cultivation  <.if  the  said  land,  for  more 
than  forty  years  past.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  214. — Joseph  Barrio  claims  another  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  (jf  La  Fourche  Interior,  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  Ba_you  La  Fourche,  and  about  twenty  miles  below  Thibodeauxville,  containing  two 
arpents  front  by  tlie  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Nicolas  Arcenaux 
and  below  by  land  of  William  Field. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  uninterrupted  possession,  habitation,  and  cultivation 
thereof,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  215. — Jourdain  Savoie  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  La  Fourche  Interior,  and  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containing  two  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty 
arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Eeuii  Bourgeois  and  below  by  land  of  Joseph  Leblanc. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterruped  possession,  and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  of  the  said 
tract,  for  more  than  forty  j'ears  past.     We  ai'e  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  216. — The  congregation  of  the  "  Roman  Catholic  Church  of  St.  Mary ''  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate 
in  the  parish  of  La  Fourche  Interior,  and  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containing  six 
arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  aViove  by  land  of  Valentine  Sevin  and 
below  by  land  of  C.  Martin. 

The  said  tract  of  land  has  been  in  the  constant  and  uninterrupted  possession  of  the  claimants  and 
their  predecessors  for  the  last  forty  j-ears  and  upwards,  having  been,  during  said  time,  used  as  a  grave- 
yard, and  otherwise  devoted  to  religious  rites  and  ceremonies.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this 
claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  21T. — Marie  Babin,  widow  of  Jaqnes  Le  Conte,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  La 
Fourche  Interior,  and  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  containing  three  arpents  front  bj'  the 
ordinary  deptli  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Eugene  Guedry  and  lielow  by  land  of 
Joseph  Savoie. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession,  habitation,  and  cultivation  of  the  said  land  by  herself 
and  those  under  whom  she  holds,  for  upwards  of  fortj'  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this 
claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  218. — Michel  Duplessis,  a  free  man  of  color,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Plaque- 
mines, and  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  three  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  deptli  of 
forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Valfroy  and  Martin  Duplessis  and  below  by  land  of  Casiraer 
Duplessis. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession,  habitation,  and  cultivation  of  the  said  land,  for  more 
than  forty  years  past.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  219, — Francois  Meffre  Rouzan  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Saint  James,  and  on  the 
east  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  eight  arpents  and  two-thirds  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of 
forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Joseph  Callouet  and  below  by  land  of  John  Vavaseur. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  part  of  a  larger  tract,  of  eleven  arpents  front,  ancientl^y  the  property  of 
Joseph  Martin,  at  whose  death  it  was  sold  (to  wit  on  the  9th  day  of  January,  1795)  by  Don  Miguel  Cantrelle, 
civil  and  militarj'  commandant  of  the  parish  in  which  it  is  situate,  and  duly  adjudicated  to  Pierre  Theriot 
and  Charles  Berteaux,  under  which  latter  claimant  holds  by  virtue  of  regular  successive  conveyances. 
We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  220. — Antoine  Michoud  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  y)arish  of  Jefferson,  and  district  of 
Barrataria,  containing  an  area  of  twelve  hundred  and  two  superficial  arpents  and  twenty  toises,  and 
bounded  east  by  other  lands  belonging  to  the  claimant  and  on  the  other  sides  by  lands  now  or  formerly  vacant. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase  founded  on  ancient  and  undisputed  posses- 
sion, having  been  uninterruptedly  inhabited  and  cultivated  (so  far  as  the  nature  of  the  soil  would  permit) 
by  the  claimant  and  those  under  whom  he  liolds,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of 
opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  221. — Antoine  Michoud  claims  another  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Jefferson,  and 
district  of  Barrataria,  containing  an  area  of  about  eighteen  hundred  superficial  arpents,  and  bounded  east 
by  the  bay  of  St.  Ilonore  and  west  by  the  bayou  of  Fort  Blanc  and  other  lands  belonging  to  the  claimant. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  principally  low  and  marshy,  and  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  uninterrupted  posses- 
sion and  constant  habitation  and  cultivation  thereof,  (so  far  as  the  quality  of  the  soil  would  permit,)  for 
more  than  forty  years  past.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  222. — Fran9ois  Alpuente  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Orleans,  and  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Bayou  St.  John,  containing  seventj'-five  feet  front  on  the  said  bayou  by  a  depth  of  about  three 
hundred  and  seventy-four  feet,  and  bounded  on  one  side  and  in  the  rear  by  lands  formerly  belonging  to 
Mathias  Alpuente  and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  of  Francisco  de  Riando. 

Tiie  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession,  habitation,  and  cultivation  of  the  said  tract,  for  more 
than  forty  years  past._    We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  223. — Francois  Alpuente  claims  another  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Orleans,  and  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  Bayou  St.  John,  containing  three  arpents  front  on  the  said  bayou  by  the  ordinary  depth 
of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  on  one  side  by  land  of  the  widow  Caillie  and  on  the  other  side  by  land  of  the 
widow  Morant. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase,  founded  on  uninterrupted  possesoion,  habita- 
tion, and  cultivation  tiiereof  by  the  claimant  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  more  than  forty  years 
past.  ^We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  224.— Francois  jilpuente  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Orleans,  on  the  "  Metairie 
road,"  containing  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  feet  (or  one  arpent  and  eight  feet)  front  on  the  said  road, 
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by  an  irrof;-ular  Jeiitli  niniiiiip,-  back  U>  llio  limits  ol'  the  "Ufacarfi/  /ilanlaliot},"  and  lioamli'd  en  uwc  isiilc  by 
land  of  Jac([iU'S  Vicnnc  and  on  the  ntlirr  sidr  by  land  nT  Mrs.  Uilairc  ( 'nmccllc. 

The  claimant  ]n-ov('s  miintcn-n|.tcd  |,ossrssi.m  and  cnnstanl  habilatinn  lA'  tlic  said  land  liv  Inmscli' 
and  those  under  wlmni  In-  holds,  Ibr  nmrc  than  forty  years  past.  Wo  arc  thrrcfiirc  ..T  (i|.ininn'lli.il  this 
i;laiui  oug-lit  to  be  contirnied. 

No.  225. — Felix  Leonard,  Aug-ustin  Brnncau,  and  tin'  heirs  .■!'  laiicrant  Lancdiis,  cd.aim  a  tract  i 'f  land 
situate  in  the  parish  of  Iberville,  and  on  the  left  bank  of  the  liayun  l'la(|nenunes,  iMntainini;-  ten  aroenls 
front  on  said  bayou  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  argents,  and  Ininndcd  above  liy  huKrcunhrmed  to 
Pierre  Grenier  and  below  by  land  now  or  formerly  vacant. 

The  claimants  prove  uninterrupted  possession  ami  constant  habitati'iu  and  cnltivatiim  of  the  said 
land  by  themselves  and  those  under  wliiim  they  hold,  f  >r  the  last  forty  years  and  upwards.  We  are 
therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  onght  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  22f). — William  Shea  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Iberville,  and  on  the  ri--ht  bank 
of  the  Bayou  riaqueniines,  containinj;-  four  arpents  front  on  the  said  bayon  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  I'orty 
arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Emanuel  Landry  and  below  liy  land  of  Andre  Langdois. 

The  claimant  proves  constant  and  uninterrujited  possession,  habitation,  and  cultivation  of  th('  said 
land,  for  more  than  forty  ^-ears  past.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ong-ht  to  be  conlirmed. 

No  227. — George  W.  Johnson  and  Company  claim  a  tract  of  hind  situate  in  the  parish  of  Plaiiuemines, 
and  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  four  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of 
forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  the  land  of  Adam  Frederick  and  below  by  land  of  Pierre  (lagnolati. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  (daimed  in  virtue  of  purcliase,  founded  on  constant  and  iniinterrupted  posses- 
sion, habitation,  and  cultivation  thereof,  for  more  than  fjrty  years  past.  Wi'are  theretbro  of  (rpinion  that 
this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  228. — George  AV.  J(dinson  and  Company  claim  another  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  jiarish  of  Pla- 
quemines, and  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  four  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary 
depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Pierre  Cagnolati  and  l)elow  by  land  of  widow 
John  Toulouse. 

The  claimants  prove  constant  and  uninterrupted  jiossession,  habitatioii,  and  cultivation  of  the  said 
land,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.    We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  229. — David  Lanaux,  Alphonse  Fossier,  and  George  Rixner,  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the 
parish  of  St.  Charles,  and  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  thirty  arpents  front  by 
the  ordinary  depth  of  fcirty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  the  widnw  Baptiste  St.  Ainand  and 
below  bj'  land  of  Baptiste  Pacquet,  a  free  negro. 

The  claimants  prove  undisputed  possession  and  constant  and  uninterrupted  habitation  and  cultiva- 
tion of  the  said  land  by  themselves  and  those  under  whom  they  hold,  fu-  the  last  forty  years  and  ui)wards. 
AVe  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  230. — David  Lanaux,  Alphonse  Fiissier,  and  George  Kixner,  claim  another  tract  of  land  situate 
in  the  parish  of  St.  Charles,  and  on  the  west  baidv  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  about  eight  arpents 
front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  fortj'  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Francois  Mayronne  and  below 
by  land  of  Antoine  Morin. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  i.if  constant  and  uninterrupt(.'d  possessinn,  liabitation,  and 
cultivation  thereof,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to 
be  confirmed. 

No.  231. — Delphine  Boznunier  Marniillon,  widnw  (if  Lnuis  Dufiiho,  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in 
the  parish  of  JetTerson,  and  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  ten  arpents  front  by  the 
ordinary  deptli  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Messrs.  J.  B.  La  Branche  and  Company 
and  below  by  land  of  Joseph  Fossier. 

The  claimant  proves  undisputed  possession  and  constant  and  uninteri  upted  habif.itinn  and  cultiva- 
tion of  the  said  land  by  herself  and  those  under  whom  she  liohls,  f  )r  more  than  titty  years  past.  We  are 
therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  bo  confirmed. 

No.  232. — Jean  Jlarie  Dieudonne  and  Similien  L.a  Branche  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish 
of  St.  Charles,  and  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  coataining  seventeen  arpents  seventeen 
toises  and  four  feet  fr(int  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bi.iunded  above  by  land  of  Himore 
Landreaux  and  below  by  land  of  Pierre  Trepagnier. 

The  said  tract  of  fand  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase,  fcumded  on  ancient  undisputed  possession, 
having  been  constantly  and  uninterruptedly  irdiabited  and  cultivated  by  claimants  and  those  under  wlnmi 
they  tiold,  for  more  than  forty  years  pa.s't.  We  are  therefore  of  opinieii  that  this  claim  ought  to  be 
confirmed. 

No.  233. — Charles  Lalicdoyere  Iluchet  Kernion  and  Pierre  Gucrmeur  lluchet  Kernion  claim  a  tract  of 
land  situate  at  a  place  called  '"Genlilly,"  in  the  parish  of  Orleans,  contaiinng  thirteen  arpents  front,  on 
the  "GentiUij  i-oad,"  by  twenty  arpents  in  depth,  and  bounded  on  one  side  by  land  of  Francois  X.  Martin 
and  on  the  other  side  by  land  of  widow  Pierre  Gueno. 

The  claimants  prove  constant  and  uninterrupted  possession,  habitation,  and  cultivation  of  the  said 
land  by  tliemselves  and  those  under  whom  they  hold,  tor  more  than  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of 
opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  234.— Belisle  Dormcourt,  and  Azemia  Doriocourt,  widow  of  Jacques  Dupuy,  claim  a  tract  of  land 
situate  on  llie  Bavou  GentiH)/,  in  the  parish  of  Orleans,  and  containing  twenty-two  arpents  front  on  both 
sides  of  the  said'bayou  bv  a  depth  of  twenty  arpents  also  on  both  sides;  bounded  on  one  side  by  land  of 
Joseph  Soniat  Dufossat,  jr.,  and  on  the  other'by  land  belonging  to  the  heirs  cjf  Deidrich. 

The  claimants  prove  constant  and  uninterrupted  possession,  habitation,  and  cultivation  of  the  said 
land  by  themselves  and  those  under  whom  they  hold,  for  upwards  of  forty  years  past.  AVe  are  therefore 
of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  235.— Thomas  A.  Jkl'orgau  claims  a  tract  of  land  situat<'  in  the  parish  of  Plaquemines,  at  the 
"EiK/Iish  tiim,"  and  cm  the  east  baidc  of  the  river  Mississip|ii,  containing  six  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary 
deptii  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  and  below  by  other  lands  of  tlie  claimant. 

The  said"  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase,  founded  on  constant  and  uninterrupted  pos- 
session, habitation,  and  cultivation  thereof,  f  )r  more  than  forty-five  years  past.  AVe  are  therefu-e  of 
opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  230. Joseph  fiirod  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  St.  Charles,  and  on  the  west  bank 
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of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing'  one  arpcnt  front  liy  the  usual  dcptli  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  on 
one  side  by  land  of  T.  Clianipag-ne  and  on  the  other  side  by  other  land  of  tlie  claimant. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase,  iVuinded  on  uninterrupted  possession,  habita- 
tion, and  cultivation  thereof,  for  more  tlian  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of  upinion  tiiat  this  claim 
ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  237. — Pierre  Cire  claims  a  tract  of  land  sitnate  in  the  parish  of  Ascension,  and  on  the  west  bank  of 
the  river  Mississippi,  containing  six  arpents  front  by  a  deptli  not  exceeding'  forty  arpents,  and  bounded 
above  by  land  of  .Simon  Pinel  and  below  by  land  of  Isaac  Ilatchinson. 

The  claimant  proves  uninterrupted  possession,  habitation,  and  cultivaticjn  of  tlie  said  tract  byhim.self 
and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this 
claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  238. — Alix  Bienvenu,  widow  of  Bartholomew  Duvergd,  and  Calistc  Villerc,  claim  a  tract  of  land 
situate  in  the  parish  of  Orleans,  on  tlie  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  about  ten  miles  below  the 
city  of  New  Orleans,  containing  thirty-seven  and  a  half  arpents  front  by  about  forty-eigiit  arpents  in 
dcptli,  and  closing  towards  the  rear  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  an  area  of  nine  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
superficial  arpents  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  toises  and  thirteen  and  a  half  feet;  bounded  above  by  land 
of  F.  Dusuau  do  la  Oroix  and  below  by  land  of  M.  de  Baran. 

The  claimants  prove  constant  and  uninterrupted  possession,  habitation,  and  cultivation  of  the  said 
land  by  themselves  and  those  under  whom  they  hold,  lor  the  last  forty  years  and  upwards.  We  are 
therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  239. — Aimee  Delhommer,  widow  of  Josejih  Lethiec,  and  the  heirs  of  the  late  Francois  Dupuis, 
claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Pla([uemines,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and 
about  twenty-one  miles  below  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing  thirty-nine  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary 
depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  belonging  to  the  heirs  of  Mary  Saul  and  below  bj 
land  of  Francois  Delery. 

The  claimants  prove  undisputed  possession,  and  constant  and  uninterrupt<;il  habitation  and  cultivation 
of  the  said  land  by  themselves  and  those  under  whom  they  hold,  IVir  more  tiian  forty  j'ears  past.  Vv'e  are 
therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  240. — Antonio  Marcelin  Ducros  and  Casimir  Lacoste  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish 
of  Orleans,  and  cm  tiie  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  twenty  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary 
depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  other  land  of  tlie  claimants  and  below  by  land  of  Messrs. 
Montault  and  Fazcnde. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase,  founded  on  ancient  possession,  having  been 
constantly  and  uninterruptedly  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  the  claimants  and  those  under  whom  they 
hold,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.     We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  241. — The  heirs  of  Julien  Poydras  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  tiie  parisli  of  Point  Coupde, 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  at  a  place  called  "Baccourci,"  containing  six  arpents  front  by 
the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  and  below  by  other  lands  of  the  claimants. 

Tiie  said  tract  of  land  was  sold  at  the  public  sale  made  by  the  civil  and  military  commandant  of  said 
parish  on  the  25th  day  of  October,  1775,  of  the  property  belonging  to  the  succession  of  Pliilip  Uuplechin, 
and  adjudicated  to  Mr.  Sanderneau,  by  whose  agent  it  was  conveyed  to  the  late  Julien  Poydras  on  the 
25th  day  of  March,  1806.  It  is  now  claimed  in  virtue  of  said  adjudication,  and  of  uninterrupted  posses- 
sion and  cultivation  since  the  date  thereof.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be 
conlii'med. 

No.  242. — The  heirs  of  Julien  Poydi-as  claim  another  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Point 
Coupee,  on  tlie  iiDrthwest  bank  of  False  river,  ("  Fausse  Rivii're,")  containing  eighty-four  arpents  front  on 
the  said  river  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  the  side  lines  closing  so  as  to  give  twenty-three  and 
one-fourth  ar|)ents  on  the  back  line;  liounded  above  and  below  b.y  other  lands  of  the  claimants. 

Tlie  said  tract  of  land  was  formerly  owned  by  tlie  late  Benjamin  Farrar,  at  whose  death  (which  took 
place  in  the  year  1791)  it  was  sold  by  his  heirs  to  the  late  Julien  Poydras.  It  is  now  claimed  in  virtue 
of  uninterrupted  possession  and  cultivation  from  the  date  of  said  sale  down  to  the  present  time.  We  are 
therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  243. — Toussaint  Mossey  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Orleans,  on  the  west  bank 
of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  opposite  to  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing  two  arpents  front  by  the 
ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Jolm  McDonogh  and  below  by  other  land 
of  the  claimant. 

The  said  tract  of  land  was  purchased  by  the  claimant  from  Thomas  and  David  Urquhart  on  the  2d 
day  of  April,  1810,  and  is  now  claimed  in  virtue  of  constant  and  uninterrupted  possession,  habitation,  and 
cultivation  thereof,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  Wc  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to 
be  confirmed. 

No.  244. — The  widow  of  Pierre  Gucno  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Orleans,  and  on 
the  nortlieast  side  of  the  road  leading  from  the  city  of  New  Orleans  to  the  Bayou  St.  John,  containing  an 
area  of  yixty-five  arpents  eight  humlred  and  sixty-four  toises  in  supcrfices,  and  bnunded  on  one  side  by 
land  of  C.  L.  and  P.  O.  Iluchet  Kcrnion,  and  on  the  other  side  by  land  of  ■ . 

The  claimant  proves  constant  and  uninterrupted  possession,  habitation,  and  cultivation  of  the  said 
tract,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.     We  are  tiierefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  245. — (iuillauuK!  Bellanger  claims  a  small  tract  or  parcel  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Orleans, 
on  the  road  leading  to  the  Bayou  St.  Jiilui,  containing  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  feet  front  on  said  road 
by  a  depth  of  five  hundred  and  forty  feet  or  three  ar[ients,  and  bounded  on  one  side  by  land  of  widow 
Fleytas  and  on  the  other  side  liy  land'of  widow  Dumaine. 

Tiie  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase  founded  on  uninterrupted  possession,  habita- 
tion, and  cultivation  thereof,  for  more  than  forty  years  past.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim 
ougiit  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  24(5. — Manuel  Andry  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Orleans,  on  the  east  bank  of 
the  river  j\[ississippi,  and  about  two  miles  below  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  containing  two  arpents  and 
ten  toises  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  lands  foriiiing.the  suburb 
"  Washington"  and  below  by  other  land  of  the  claimant. 

TIk;  said  tract  of  land  was  purchased  by  the  claimant  from  the  heirs  of  the  late  Charles  Laveau 
irudeau,   (formerly  surveyor  general   of  the  province  of  Louisiana,)    and  is  now  claimed  in  virtue  of 
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uniiitcrniiitrd  pussessioii,  lialMt:itinii,  and  .•iilt  ivaliou  llicrcif,  Inr  iiinrc'' than  liriv  vcars  past.  We  arc 
therolbro  of  iiiiinimi  tlial  this  claim  uii^lil  tn  Im'  i-Mniii  incil. 

No.  247. — The  wiiliiw  (if  ,],,.sci.li  Caslaiii'd.i  rhiiiiis  a  small  Irarl  or  portion  of  land  siliialc  in  llii' 
parisli  of  Orleans,  and  on  tlio  cast  side  of  tin'  r<<,i,l  loadin--  to  Ih,.  liay.m  St.  John,  r.  mlaininv,-  seven  hundred 
and  tliirt_y  feet  IVont,  on  said  roiid  liy  li\e  linn.li'ed  and  loitN'  feel  in  'deplh,  and  honnded  on  one  side  li\'  land 
of  I'l-aneois  Gil'od  and  on  the  other  side  hy  land  of   Mr.   iMiehamp. 

The  clainniiit  proves  constant  and  nniiiten  upted  lialulation,  and  cnlli\  alien,  1  inidispnied  p.rssession 

of  the  said  tract  by  herself  and  those  nndef  whom  she  holds,  Im-  more  ihan  forlv  yeais  p:ist.  We  are 
therefore  of  opinion  that  this  cdaijii  oii.i.;-ht  to  he  conlinued. 

No.   248. — The   widow   of  Joseph   Castanedo  claims  .molhi/r  portii f  land   sitnale  in  the  |iai  ish  of 

Orleans, and  lyin,;;-  about  three  arpents  back  from  the  ro.id  h'adini;-  to  the  llayon  S(.  John,  (on  the  east  side,) 
containin.n-  live  luuidred  and  si.x  feet  front  by  a  de|itli  of  lifteen  hnndred  and  ei^ht  feet  ou  the  line  separating- 
it  from  the  piroperty  of  iMr.  Ituchamp,  and  of  one  thousand  and  ninety-lwo  feet  on  the  line  separalini;-  it 
from  the  property  of  Mr.  Gucno. 

'I'he  (daimant  proves  constant  and  uiunlerrupted  possession,  haiiitalioii.  ami  cullivaliMn  of  tln'  said 
land,  for   more   than  forty  years  past.     AVi'  are  therefore  of  opinicjii  that  this  idaim  onuhf  to  be  <onlirnied. 

No.  249. — T'ho  cong-re,o-ation  of  the  "Roman  Catholic  (Jhurch"  of  the  parish  of  I'ointe  ( 'oupiMMdaiin  a 
tract  of  land  situate  in  the  said  parish,  and  on  the  west  bank  of  the  ri\-er  .Mississip|ii,  containim;-  ei^'ht 
arpents  front  by  the  cirdinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  on  one  side  b\'  land  of  John  lli'niy 
Lndelin,;;  and  on  the  other  side  by  land  id'  AVilliam  Field. 

The  said  tract  of  land  was  ac(iuired  by  the  claimants  on  the  22d  day  of  No\-embi-r,  lsi."i,  IVoni 
Francois  Cliessc,  who  had  peaceably  enjoyed  and  possessed  it  for  a  nmnbei-  of  years  picvious.  AlthoU'j,li 
X\w  po^n&sion.  required  by  law  is  not  actually  proven  by  the  cdainmnts,  it  may  in-  inferred,  we  think,  from 
the  sale  above  alluded  to  from  Clicsse;  which,  to^u'ether  with  tin;  reli,L;ious  uses  to  which  the  land  has  been 
consecrated,  induces  us  to  recommend  this  claim  for  conlirunilion. 

No.  250. — Charles  Morg-an  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  Pointe  Coupi'i-,  on  tlie  west 
bank  of  the  river  Jlississippi,  containing  ten  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  <if  forty  aipents,  ami 
bounded  above  by  land  now  or  formerly  belonging-  to  Francois  Cliesse,  and  below  by  other  land  of  tin; 
claimant. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  claimed  in  virtue  of  purchase  founded  on  uinnterrupted  possession,  habita- 
tion, and  cultivation  thereof  liy  the  claimant  and  those  umler  whom  he  hrdds,  for  the  last  fifty  years.  We 
are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

No.  25L — The  police  ,jurj-  of  the  parish  of  Pointe  Coupi'c  claim,  iji  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  said 
parish,  a  certain  tract  of  land  situate  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississijipi  at  a  [dace  comnioidy  called 
the  Bend  or  "Jji.s-c"  of  Pointe  Coupee,  and  containing  twenty-three  arpents  front  by  the  ru-dinary  depth  of 
forty  arpents. 

It  a|ipears  that,  in  the  year  1815,  the  said  polic(;  .juiw,  in  order  to  save  tin;  inhabitants  of  the  saiil 
parish  from  an  unavoidable  inun<latiou  from  the  river,  took  [lossession  of  the  said  land,  which  had  lieen 
abandoned,  as  they  alle.g'e,  by  its  pretended  owners,  and  erect<'d  on  it,  at  a  considerable  expense,  the 
necessary  works  and  levees,  which  said  works,  they  further  allege,  have  jiroved  a  vast  benefit  to  other 
parishes  lying-  west  of  the  Mississipipi,  preserving  them  from  oveiflow,  and  thereby  reclaimin,g-  large  bodies 
of  land  These  are  the  facts  adduced  in  support  of  the  above  cdaini,  and  as  they  preseiit  a  case  which  does 
not  come  within  the  range  of  the  la-w  under  which  we  are  acting  \\'e  most  respectfully  submit  it  without 
comment. 


Clatof  D,  iiifliidiiii/  cloiiii^  I'mhrariiJ  irijliin   llif  jiri)vi.<iuii.<  nf  Ihr  Xlli  :<i'iii'iiii  iif  tJir  art,  ciitillnl  "An  wi  /ar  //e' 
/iiial  adjitsliiviil  <>/'  the  claiiiit<  lu  /amis  in  llir  soii/hi-aslmi  la  ml  ilis/riii  ut'  tin'  Stah'  nf  Lnaisiaiia,"  appruvi'd 

No.  1. — Theh'sphore  Champagne  claims  a  tract  of  hind  situate  in  the  parish  of  St.  Charles,  and  on  the 
■west  bank  of  the  river  Mississijipi,  contaiiiin.g-  one  arpent  front  by  the  ordinary  dejitli  of  forty  ar[)euts,  and 
bounded  above  by  land  of  Elie  Champa.gne  and  below  by  land  of  Joseph  (iirod. 

The  said  tract  of  land  was  amon.g  those  sold  at  the  public  sale  which  took  [dace  at  New  (Jrleaiis  on 
the  first  Monday  in  November,  1830,  under  the  President's  proclamation  of  the  5th  June  precedin.g,  ami  is 
now  claimed  a'ccordiii.g  to  law,  in  virtue  of  constant  and  uninterrupted  jiossessiou,  habitation,  and 
cultivation  thereof  by  the  claimant  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  for  more  than  forty  years  past. 

No.  2. — Daniel  Lambert  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  St.  Charles,  ami  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  contaiinng  one  ariieut  front  by  the  ordinary  deplh  of  forty  arjients,  and 
bounded  above  by  land  of  Ant.  St.  Amand  and  below  by  land  of  Louis  and  Udger  Friloux._ 

The  said  tract  of  land  was  among  those  sold  at  the  public  sale  which  took  place  at  New  Orleans  on 
the  first  Monday  in  November,  1830,  under  the  President'.s  proclamation  of  the  5th  June  precedin.g.  It  is 
now  claimed,  under  the  late  act,  in  virtue  of  constant  and  uninterru|ited  possession,  habitation,  and 
cultivation,  for  more  than  forty  years  past. 

No.  3.— Andre  Dorvin  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  St.  Charles,  and  on  the  west  bank 
of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  four  arpents  trout  by  the  ordimiry  depth  (.>f  forty  arpents,  and  bounded 
above  by  land  of  widow  Frederick  Toups  and  below  by  land  of  Ednumd  Wiltz 

The  said  tract  of  lanil  ori.giually  formed  part  of  a  larger  tract,  regularly  granted  by  the  Spanish 
g-overmnent  to  Antoinc  Dorvin  on  the" 27th  day  of  January,  1777,  under  which  grantee  the  claimant  holds 
in  virtue  of  regular  successive  conveyances.  It  was  among  those  sold  at  the  public  sale  which  took  place 
at  New  Orleans  on  the  first  Monday  in  November,  1S30,  under  the  President's  proclamation  of  the  5th  June 
preceding-.     We  are,  however,  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  already  confirmed  bylaw. 

No.  4. The  heirs  of  Fran9ois  CJabriel  Lorio  and  of  Marie  Jeanne  Lorio  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in 

the  parish  of  St.  Charles,  and  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  contaiinng  one  arpent  and  a  half 
front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  the  widow  Lallande  and  below 
by  land  of  Gilbert  Darensbourg. 

The  said  tract  of  land  having  l.ieen  among  those  sold  at  the  ])ublic  sale  which  took  place  at  New 
Orleans   on   the   first   Monday  in    November,    1830,    under   the    President's   proclamation  of   the   5th   June 
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preceding-,  is  now  claimed  in  virtue  of  constant  and  uninterrupted  possession,  liabitation,  and  cultivation 
thereof,  for  more  than  fifty  yeai's  past. 

Xo.  5. — Tlie  cong-regation  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Cliurcli  of  St.  John  the  Baptist  claim  a  tract  of  land 
situate  in  tlie  parish  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  and  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing-  four 
arpents  front  by  eighty  arpents  in  depth,  and  bounded  above  by  laud  of  Fran5ois  K(.idriguez  and  below 
by  land  of  John  Weber. 

The  first  or  front  deptli  of  the  said  lanil  was  g-ranted  by  the  Spanish  governor,  O'Reilly,  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  parish  on  the  21st  day  of  February,  1770,  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  church 
thereon,  &c.,  and  subsequently,  to  wit,  on  the  29th  of  December,  1774,  Governor  Onzaga  issued,  in  favor 
of  said  inhabitants,  an  order  of  survey  for  the  second  or  additional  depth  of  forty  arpents.  The  said  land 
is  now  claimed  under  a  late  act,  in  virtue  of  the  said  grant  and  order,  in  consequence  of  the  same  having- 
beeii  sold  at  the  public  sale  which  took  place  in  this  city  on  the  first  Monday  of  November,  1830,  under 
the  President's  proclamation  of  the  5th  June  preceding. 

No.  6. — Elfe  Champagne  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  St.  Charles,  and  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing-  one  arpent  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  and 
bounded  above  by  land  of  William  Beauvais  and  below  by  land  of  the  widow  Dorvin. 

The  said  tract  of  land  having-  been  sold  at  the  public  sale  which  took  place  in  this  city  on  the  first 
Monday  in  November,  1830,  under  the  President's  proclamation  of  the  5th  Juno  preceding,  is  now  claimed 
under  the  late  act,  in  virtue  of  constant  and  uninterrupted  possession,  hal.)itation,  and  cultivation,  for  more 
than  forty  years  past. 

No.  7. — Charles  Aime  Darensbourg-  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  St.  Charles,  and  on 
the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  one  arpent  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents, 
and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Alphonse  Frederick   and  l)elow  by  land  of  Andre  Lorio. 

The  said  tract  of  land  is  now  claimed  according  to  law,  in  virtue  of  purchase  founded  on  constant 
and  uninterrupted  possession,  liabitation,  and  cultivation  thereof,  for  more  tlian  forty  years  past.  It  was 
among  those  sold  in  this  city  on  the  first  Monday  in  November,  1830,  under  the  President's  proclamation 
of  the  5th  of  June  preceding-. 

No.  8. — The  widow  and  heirs  of  Frederick  Toups  claim  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parisli  of  St. 
Charles,  and  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  two  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth 
of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Pierre  Friloux  and  below  by  land  of  Pierre  Chenier. 

The  said  tract  of  land  having  been  sold  in  this  city  on  the  first  Monday  in  November,  1830,  under 
the  President's  proclamation  of  the  5tli  of  June  preceding',  is  now  claimed  under  the  late  law,  in  virtue  of 
purchase,  founded  on  constant  and  uninterrujited  habitation  and  cultivation  thereof  by  the  claimants  and 
those  under  whom  they  hold,  for  more  than  forty  years  past. 

No.  9. — AVidow  of  Philip  De  Neuf  bourg-  c'aims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  St.  Charles, 
and  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  fimr  arpents  front  by  tlie  ordinary  depth  of  forty 
arpents,  and  bounded  above  by  land  of  Pierre  Baucliet  and  below  bj'  land  of  the  heirs  of  Marie  Jeanne 
Gabrielle  Lorio. 

The  claimant  proves,  according-  to  law,  constant  and  uninterrupted  habitation  and  cultivation  of  the 
said  land,  for  more  than  forty  years  past,  which  said  tract  was  among  those  sold  in  this  city  on  the  first 
Monday  in  November,  1830,  under  the  President's  proclamation  of  tlie  5th  of  June  preceding-. 

No.  10. — Valsin  B.  ilarmillon  claims  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the  parish  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  and  on 
the  westliank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  containing  fiiur  arpents  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents, 
and  bounded  above  by  other  land  of  the  claimant  and   lielow  by  land  of  Messrs.  Norbert,  Becknel  &  Co. 

The  said  tract  of  land  having  been  among  those  sold  at  the  public  sale  which  took  place  at  New 
Orleans  on  the  first  Monday  in  November,  1830,  undm-  the  President's  proclamation  of  the  5th  of  June 
preceding-,  is  now  claimed  under  the  late  law,  in  virtue  of  a  survey  made  thereof  by  Don  Carlos  Trudeau, 
surveyor  general  of  the  late  province  of  Louisiana,  on  the  8th  day  of  May,  1792,  and  of  continued  and 
uninterrupted  possession,  habitation,  and  cultivation  ever  since. 

Land  Oitice,  Southeasterx  District  of  Lovisiaxa. 

The  foregoing  reports  include  all  the  claims  filed  and  recorded  in  this  office,  under  the  late  act  of 
Congress,  approved  on  the  4th  day  of  July,  1832,  and  entitled  "An  act  for  the  final  adjustment  of  the 
claims  to  lands  in  the  southeastern  land  district  of  the  State  of  Louisiana." 

In  the  examination  and  investigation  of  the  different  claims  presented  to  us  we  have  been  strictly 
governed  by  "  the  provisions  of  the  laws  heretofore  enacted  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  "  in  this 
district,  and  also  by  the  principles  of  those  provisions  as  we  have  foniKl  them  explained  and  illustrated 
in  the  decisions  of  the  board  of  commissioners  for  the  eastern  district  of  the  late  Territory  of  Orleans,  and 
in  the  reports  of  the  late  reg-ister  and  receiver  of  this  oflSee,  drawn  up  and  prepared  under  preceding 
similar  enactments,  all  of  which  have  been  formally  recognized  and  confirmed  by  Congress,  and  we  are 
happy  to  state  that  in  no  instance  has  an  atttempt  been  made  to  impose  upon  us  a  claim  which  has  not 
been  of  a  character  to  stand  successfully  the  test  of  the  most  rigid  scrutiny. 

We  would  observe,  in  conclusion,  tliat  the  opportunities  held  out  by  the  provisions  of  the  late  law 
have  not  been  so  generally  embraced  as  it  was  anticipated.  A  reason  for  this,  perhaps,  may  be  found  in 
the  unparalleled  calamities  that  have  befallen  the  planters  and  landholders  of  Louisiana,  within  the  last 
year.  The  prevalence  of  two  devastating  epidemics,  within  a  short  time  of  each  other,  has  been  pro- 
ductive amongst  them  of  consequences  so  disastrous  and  of  so  engrossing-  a  nature  as  to  preclude,  at  the 
time,  all  other  considerations  but  those  immediately  connected  with  the  dangers  which  pressed  and 
threatened  on  all  sides.  How  far  this  may  operate  as  a  reason  to  induce  a  renewal  and  extension  of  the 
privileges  and  indulgencies  cuntained  in  the  law,  which  has  just  expired,  will,  no  doubt,  be  taken  into 
serious  consideration  by  those  charged  and  entrusted  witli  the  superintendence  of  the  welfare  and  pros- 
perity of  the  ciiuntry. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

HILARY  B.  CENAS,  Register. 

W.  L.  KOBISON,  Eeceiver  of  Public  Moneys. 

New  Orleans,  September  5,  1833. 

Tiie  lion.  Secretary  oe  the  Treasury,   ]Vasliinfjlijn,  D.  C. 


1S34.!  PIMVATE    LAM)   CLAIMS    IX    MlSSOllU. 


23d  Con-grkss.]  ^O.     1173.  [IsrSr.ssiuN-. 

PRIVATE    LAND    0  L  A  1  M  S    1  .V    T][E    STATE    OF    MISSOT'IM. 

CilMMl-NICATED    TO    TUK    IIill-SK    oF    JiKrRESl'XTATIVKS    rKlir.r.VUY  5,    ISo-l. 

(iF.XKKAi,  Laxii  Ofih  e,  Jaiiunri/  IS,  ls:',4. 

Sir:  The  report  of  the  recorder  and  eoniiiiissinin'rs.  under  the  iirnvisidiis  nl'  the  arts  uf  ('(iiii;irss  cil' 
the  9th  of  July,  1832,  and  March  2,  1833,  for  tlie  iiual  adjustment  of  i)rivale  hind  claims  in  Missouri,  upon 
such  claims  as,  in  their  opinion,  are  entitled  to  bo  placed  in  the  Jlrst  class,  specified  by  the  act  of'  1832, 
has  been  sent  to  this  office,  but  the  voluminous  character  of  the  report  ])rev(>ntini;-  this  olHcc  JVuni  makiii'j,- 
copies  there(jf  for  the  two  Houses  of  Con^'ress  within  a  reasonalde  time,  I  have  this  day  transnjitled  tho 
orig'inal  report  to  the  Senate,  with  a  renucst  that  it  may  lie  placed  in  the  possession  nf  the  Ibiusi^  ol' 
Representatives  whenever  the  Senate  shall  have  acteil  npnii  the  subject. 

I  have  been  induced  to  send  the  report  to  th(/  Senati^  fV.iui  the  fact  that  nne  ef  the  c(Jinniissioners 
appointed  to  investigate  those  claims  is  now  a  member  lA'  that  honoralile  hody. 

It  being  very  important  that  this  office  should  be  in  possession  of  the  originals  nf  all  the  r'^purts  upnn 
private  land  claims,  I  have  to  rei|uest  that  the  report  herein  mentioned  may  be  returned  aft(.'r  the  linal 
action  of  Congress  thereon. 

With  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

ELIJ.Ml    llAYWARl). 

The  Hon.  Sfeakek  af  the  House  of  RcprctirDtaliccs. 
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TWENTY-THIRU  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 
Ix  THE  House  of  Refresextatives  of  the  Uxited  St.vtes.  June  30.  1834. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ashley: 
Revived,  That  the  report  of  the   recorder    and   commissioners   for   tiie   adjustment  oi  land  titles  in 
Missouri,  under  the  acts  of  Juh^  9,  1832,  and  March  2,  1833,  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  tiie  Treasury, 
and   that  he   be  directed   to  report  his  opinion  as  to  the  validity  of  the  several  claims   contained  in  said 
report  to  the  ne.xt  session  of  Congress,  and  that  saiil  report  Ije  printed. 


Recorpek's  Office,  St.  Lofis,  Mo.,  November  21,  1833. 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  "An  act  fur  the  final  adjustment  of  land  claims  in 
Missouri,"  and  of  the  act  supplementary  thereto,  of  March  2,  1833,  the  undersigned  recorder  and  ci.immis- 
sioners  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you,  for  the  decision  of  Congress,  the  result  of  their  exaniinatii.>n. 

In  the  report  now  submitted  the  Imard  have  incbided  only  such  claims  as  appear  to  be  entitled  to 
confirmation,  and  to  be  placi.'d  in  the  first  class.  Tliev  reserved  their  decision  upon  those  claims  which 
seemed  to  be  destitute  of  merit,  in  law  or  e.piitv,  undei'  the  laws,  usages,  and  customs  nf  the  Spanish 
government,  for  their  hnal  report  to  Congress  AVe  were  inllucnced  to  take  this  ciiuise  from  tlie  belief 
that  we  were  authorized,  by  the  terms  of  the  act,  which  provide  that  the  lauds  contained  in  the  second 
class  shall  not  be  subject  to  sale  until  the  final  report  iif  the  recorder  and  cemmissiouers  shall  have  been 
made.  This  view  of  the  subject  was  the  more  readily  adopted  from  the  fact  that,  during  the  almost 
entire  existence  of  the  board,  the  cholera  has  prevailed  to  such  an  extent  as  to  prevent,  in  a  great  measure, 
the  appearance  of  the  claimants,  or  their  witnesses,  before  the  board.  Under  such  circumstances  ordinary 
justice  not  only  to  the  claimants,  but  to  the  government  itsidf,  seemed  to  require  that  the  greatest  indul- 
gence should  bo  given  which  the  law  could  possibly  extend. 

Before  entering  into  an  examination  of  the  claims  the  Imard  came  to  the  determination  of  settling- 
such  general  principles  as  might  be  found  to  lie  api_)licable,  and  which  should  be  not  only  their  guide  in  the 
decisions  to  be  made,  but  the  basis  of  the  report  which  they  are  re(|uired  to  submit. 

These  principles  or  general  projiositiinis  will  be  found  embodied  in  the  form  of  resolutions  in  the  juiper 
marked  A,  which  accompanies  this  report,  and  to  which  you  are  referred. 

The  tabular  form  has  been  adopted  as  the  most  convenient  mode  of  presenting  each  claim,  including 
the  evidence  produced  in  support  of  it.  But,  as  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  board  not  only  to  present  the 
claims  as  they  have  been  submitted,  but  also  to  "date  tlie  authorilij  and  ixjwer  under  ivhich  theij  were 
granted,  by  the^French  or  Spanish  gocernors,  commandant,  or  sulj-delegatc,"  they  will  do  so  as  succinctly  as 
the  nature  of  the  case  will  permit. 

For  the  purpose  of  arriving  at  correct  conclusions  upon  the  merits  of  the  claims  reported,  we  have 
availed  ourselves  of  all  the  sources  of  information  accessible  to  us.  AVe  have  consulted  not  only  all  the 
authorities  and  proofs  within  our  reach  on  the  subject  of  the  French  and  Spanish  laws,  usages,  and  customs, 
but  have  also  attentively  considered  the  acts  of  Congress  heretofore  passed  on  the  subject,  and  the 
construction  which  has  been  given  to  them. 

By  a  reference  to  the  various  acts  of  Congress  relative  to  the  incomplete  French  and  Spanish  claims 
in  Louisiana,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  confirinati(jns  which  have  been  made  of  those  titles  have  not  been 
donations  or  gratuities  on  the  part  of  our  government,  but,  on  the  contrary,  were  predicated  upon  aright 
vested  in  the  grantee,  or  those  claiming  under  him,  and  founded  upon  the  laws,  usages,  customs,  and 
practice  of   the   government   under  which   the   claims  originated.     These  acts  and  confirmations  might, 
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tbcrelore,  have  been  con«idereil  as  cuiiclusivc,  as  Far  as  they  went,  of  those  laws,  usap^es,  customs,  and 
practice  ;  and,  consequently,  that  every  claim  of  a  similar  character  should  be  confirmed,  or  placed  in  tlie 
first  class,  would  be  the  reasonable  and  natural  inference.  AVithout,  however,  going  this  length,  the 
board  felt  it  to  be  their  duty,  whenever  a  principle  protective  of  a  claim  was  furnished  by  those  acts,  to 
give  it  etVect,  unless  some  law,  usage,  or  custc^m  of  the  government  which  originated  the  claim  should  be 
found  to  be  inconsistent  with  their  provisi<ins. 

Among  the  claims  examined  we  found  that  many  of  them  have  been  excluded  from  conlirmation  upon 
grounds  wliich  have  since  been  abandoned  bj^  Congress  ;  or  upon  grounds  which  have  been  taken  by 
former  commissioners  to  whom  the  claims  were  submitted,  and  from  whose  decision  there  was  no  appeal; 
or  lastly,  upon  grounds  wiiicli,  although  justified  perhaps  by  the  letter  of  those  acts,  were  evidently 
opposed  to  their  spirit  and  intention.  No  claim,  by  the  act  of  1807,  could  be  confirmed  which  contained 
a  lead  mine  or  salt  spring  ;  and,  conseriuently,  a  class  of  claims  whose  merits,  in  every  other  particular, 
were  admitted,  were  rejected  for  that  reason.  This  objection,  although  at  the  date  of  the  act  considered 
sound,  it  seems  has  long  since  been  abandoned.  By  the  act  of  1824,  and  those  subsequent  to  it,  no  such 
exce])tion  is  made.  A  meritorious  claim,  therefore,  although  containing  a  lead  mine  or  salt  spring,  was 
entitled,  intrinsically,  to  as  favorable  consideration  in  1807  as  in  1824,  and  in  justice,  it  would  seem,  should 
never  at  any  time  have  been  excluded  from  confirmation. 

Again,  by  the  act  of  1814,  it  is  provided  ^^  that  in  every  case  inhere  it  shall  appear  by  the  report  of  the 
commissioners,  register,  or  recorder,  that  the  concession,  ivarrant,  or  order  of  survey  under  lohich  the  claim  is 
made  contains  a  sjKcial  location,  or  had  been  actually  located  or  surveyed  (within  the  Territory  of  Missouri) 
before  the  lOth  day  of  March,  1804,  by  a  surveyor  duly  autliorized  by  the  government  making  such  grant, 
the  claimants  shall  be  and  are  hereby  conlirmed  in  their  claims;  provided  that  no  claim  adjudged  fraudu- 
lent, nor  a  greater  quantity  than  a  league  square,  nor  tlie  claim  of  any  person  who  has  received,  in  his 
own  right,  a  donation  grant  from  the  United  States  in  said  Territory,  shall  be  confirmed." 

Now,  if  those  claims,  coining  directly  within  the  provisions  of  the  act  just  alluded  to,  were  entitled  to 
be  confirmed,  and  were  actually  confirmed,  we  would  reasonably  conclude,  from  the  same  views,  that  the 
claims  now  reported,  especially  such  as  are  within  a  league  square,  are  entitled  to  protection  from  prin- 
ci|iles  established  not  only  by  the  acts  of  1807  and  1814,  but  by  other  acts  of  Congress;  for  we  are  not 
able  to  perceive  the  difterence  in  merit  or  character  which  has  conlirmed  some  and  rejected  others,  which 
were  evidently  intended  by  Cong'ress  should  be  confirmed. 

By  a  parity  of  reasoning  the  authority  of  the  Spanish  sub-delegate  officers  in  Upper  Louisiana  to 
grant  lands,  not  onlj'  to  the  quantity  of  7,05(5  arpents,  or  a  league  square,  but  even  to  the  extent  of 
27,000  arpents,  it  would  seem,  has  been  established  by  Congress.  In  several  cases  Congress  confirmed 
claims  to  land  exceeding  7,05(j  arpents,  based  upon  mere  permission  to  occupy  given  by  the  lieutenant 
governor.  The  case  of  the  Valles  and  others  for  the  Mine  la  Motte  tract,  believed  to  contain  27,000 
arpents,  and  that  of  the  Shawnee  Indians,  who  inhabited  a  considerable  tract  of  country  in  the  former 
districts  of  St.  Genevieve  and  Cape  Girardeau,  who  removed  from  their  situation  in  the  United  States  by 
invitation  of  the  Spanish  government,  through  their  ag'cnt,  Louis  Lorimier,  to  use  them  against  the 
aggressions  of  foreign  or  domestic  enemies  in  the  province  of  Upper  Louisiana,  is  another  and  a  strong 
instance  illustrating  the  view  here  taken  on  this  point. 

By  several  acts  of  Congress,  also,  concessions  by  the  lieutenant  governor  to  various  individuals  have 
been  confirmed  to  the  extent  of  7,056  arpents  out  of  a  larger  quantity  of  from  15,000  to  20,000  arpents, 
including  the  original  grant.  From  this  the  board  would  conclude  that,  in  thus  ratifying  those  conces- 
sions, Congress  has  settled  the  question  of  the  power  of  the  granting  officer  to  make  them.  Because  they 
would  reasonably  suppose  that,  if  the  authority  was  not  possessed,  the  grant  would  have  been  void  in 
toto,  as  it  would  have  been  a  usurpation  on  the  part  of  the  officer,  and  a  flagrant  violation  of  his  duty,  to 
make  grants  to  such  an  extent.  Such  a  concession  should  be  regarded  as  a  whole,  and  its  validity  or 
invalidity  settled  accordingl}'. 

When  we  ascend  bej'ond  the  various  acts  of  Congress  passed  upon  the  subject  of  these  claims,  and 
seek  for  their  grounds  of  confirmation  under  the  laws,  usages,  customs,  and  practice  of  the  government 
and  of  the  authorities  at  New  Orleans  acting  in  obedience  to  them,  as  we  are  required  by  the  law  under 
wliich  we  act,  we  find  nothing  in  those  laws,  usages,  customs,  or  practice  which  would  justify  the  idea 
that  Congress,  in  extending  its  protection  to  these  claims,  has  transcended  the  bounds  of  propriety  and 
of  justice.  On  the  contrary,  a  close  and  (as  far  as  we  could)  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  subject  has 
brought  our  minds  to  the  conclusion  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  act  of  1824,  and  those  acts  amenda- 
tory of  and  supplementary  to  it,  the  laws  of  Congress  passed  in  relation  to  these  claims  have  not  been 
sufficiently  comprehensive.  Impressed  with  this  belief,  we  cannot  but  think  that  those  acts  which  limit 
confirmations  within  a  league  square,  those  which  exclude  claims  which  contain  lead  mines  or  salt 
springs,  and  those  which  require  either  a  special  location  or  a  survey  previous  to  March  10,  1804,  have 
not  had  sufficiently'  in  view  the  rights  of  the  claimants  as  founded  upon  the  laws,  usages,  customs,  and 
practice  of  the  French  and  Siianish  authorities,  and  as  protected  by  the  treaty  of  cession  and  the  law  of 
nations. 

Breckenridge,  in  his  "Views  of  Louisiana,"  speaking  of  these  claims,  says,  page  143:  "It  is  a  subject 
on  which  the  claimants  are  feelingly  alive.  This  anxiety  is  a  tacit  compliment  to  our  government,  for, 
under  the  former,  their  claims  would  scarcely  be  wortii  attention.  The  general  complaint  is,  the  want  of 
sufiHcient  liberality  in  determining  on  the  claims.  Tliere  is,  perhaps,  too  great  a  disposition  to  lean  against 
the  larger  concessions,  some  of  which  are  certainly  very  great;  but  when  we  consider  the  trifling  value 
of  lands  under  the  Spanish  government,  there  will  appear  less  reason  for  this  prepossession  against  thefn. 
For  many  reasons  it  would  iK.it  be  to  the  honor  of  the  United  States  that  too  much  strictness  should  be 
required  in  the  proof  or  formalities  of  title,  particularly  of  a  people  who  came  into  their  power  without 
any  participation  on  their  part,  and  without  having  been  consulted."  In  compliance  with  the  provision 
in  the  act  which  requires  the  coinmissioners  to  slate  the  authority  and  power  under  which  each  claim  icas 
t/ranled  hy  the  French  or  ,'>pani.-<h  ijoccrnor,  commandant,  or  sub-dcle/jate,  we  would  refer,  for  proof  of  the 
same,  to — 

1st.  The  usage  and  practice  of  the  lieutenant  governors  and  sub-delegates  in  Upper  Louisiana  from 
the  earliest  period  to  the  last  concession  granted  in  that  province. 

2d.  To  the  usage  and  practice  of  the  governors  general   and  the  intendant  general  at  New  Orleans. 

3d.  To  the  Spanish  laws  and  royal  ordinances  on  the  subject  of  grants  of  lands  belonging  to  the 
royal  domain  in  all  its  colonial  possessions  in  the  western  hemisphere. 

That   the  usage  and  practice  have  been   consistent  with   the  presumption  of  lawful   power  in   the 
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officers  who  made  g-rants  is,  in  diir  (iiiiiiion,  flenionstrated  ami  Kiistaiiied  by  all  tlie  evidence-,  nv.,]  niid 
written,  to  wluch  we  have  had  access.  It  is  to  lie  (iliserved  that  the  iienteiuiiit  g-overnor  ami' (lie  .,lhcr 
sub-delegates  in  Upper  Lonisiana  have  ahm.st  nnivnsiilly  originated  tlie  rlaim  or  eom-i>ssion.  The  eases 
are  few  in  which  the  original  grant  eniaiialed  IVoin  the  governor  general,  and  seareelv  eunsiilute  exe,.p- 
tions  to  the  .general  practice,  since,  even  iu  lliosc  lew  cases,  the  survey  was  to  be  ma/ji'  under  Ihe  imme- 
diate sanction  of  the  subordinate  provincial  authority. 

Not  a  single  casi?  has  been  discovered  in  which  the  exercise  of  the  powi'r  to  grant  by  Ihe  lieuleriant 
governor  has  been  questioned;  nor  where  a  complete  title  has  been  n  I'used  by  the  goveVm.r  general  or 
intendant,  at  New  Orleans,  upon  the  ground  of  the  want  of  power  in  the  lieut(;nant  governoi-  lu-  snb-dide- 
gate  to  make  the  grant;  nor  have  we  found  that  any  was  ever  refused  on  the  grcnind  that  the  grantiu"- 
officer  had  transcended  his  powers.  On  tlie  contrary,  in  the  complete  titles  wliicli  have  come  to  ou"- 
knowledge,  the  inchoate  or  primary  ciuicession  is  recognized  as  legal  and  valid,  and,  with  the  survey, 
forms  the  foundation  (,f  the  formal  ru-  complete  tide.  It  is  a  fact  worthy  of  notice  that  all  tlie  iieuK^naut 
governors  in  Upper  Louisiana,  from  the  first  to  the  last,  exercised  this  power  of  making  grants,  varying 
in  the  number  of  the  arpents  according  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  and  the  circiuustances  of  the  case. 
Every  grant,  as  far  as  we  have  been  ahlo  to  ascertain,  made  by  the  French  authorities  prior  to  the  treaty 
of  Fontainbleau  in  lTti2,  by  which  Spain  acr|uired  possession  of  Louisiana,  and,  indeed,  all  such  as  were 
made  prior  to  the  year  1707,  the  time  when  Siniin  was  put  in  possession  of  the  country,  were  subsequently 
recognized  by  the  Spanish  authorities.  The  right  to  make  such  grants  by  the  French  authorities  was 
never  questioned.  From  that  period  to  the  date  of  the  imrchase  of  tlie  country  liy  the  American  govern- 
ment tliere  was  a  continual  and  uninterrupted  exercise  of  the  granting  of  lands  liy  lieutenant  governors 
and  sub-delegates,  and  no  complaint  was  ever  uttered  by  the  French  or  Spanish  government  for  this  use 
of  authority.  The  proclamation  made  by  the  Spanish  commissioners  at  New  Orleans  the  18th  of  May, 
ISOo,  in  the  jiresence  of  the  American  authorities,  upon  delivering  the  province  of  Louisiana  tii  the  French 
repulilic,  explicitly  assures  the  people,  who  were  then  about  to  pass  into  the  hands  of  a  new  sovereign,  of 
protection  in  their  rights,  by  announcing  "that  all  concenitions,  or  propprty  of  any  kind  soever,  given  bi/  the 
governors  of  these  provinces,  be  confirmed,  although  it  had  not  been  done  by  his  3TnJesty."  Tliese  facts  alone 
are  sufficient,  in  our  opinion,  to  authorize  the  conclusion  that  those  officers  wlm  made  grants  in  Upper 
LouisiaTia  had  the  power  so  to  do,  and  did  act  within  the  pale  of  their  authoritv.  It  would  be  a  very  rash 
and  violent  jiresumption  to  suppose  that  a  succession  of  provincial  officers,  regularly  pursuing  the  same 
course  for  nearly  half  a  century  in  the  granting  of  lands,  were,  in  every  step  taken  and  every  act  done, 
usurjiing  power  and  violating  not  only  the  mandates  of  an  arbitrary  despotism,  but  also  the  laws,  usages, 
customs,  and  practice  of  the  government  under  which  they  acteil.  And  it  would  be  an  unreasonable 
inference  to  be  deduced  from  these  facts  that,  because  the  sovereign  has  nowhere  given  his  e.rpress  assent 
to  such  proceedings,  they  were  therefore  illegal  and  void.  We  ai'c  liappy  to  find  that  we  arc  sustained  in 
tliese  views  by  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  the  case  of  the  United  States 
against  Arredondo.  These  are  the  words  of  the  court:  "The  grants  of  colonial  governors,  before  the 
revolution,  have  always  been,  and  yet  are,  taken  as  plenary  evidence  of  tlu;  grant  itself,  as  well  as 
authority  to  dispose  of  the  |iublic  lands.  Its  actual  exercise,  without  any  evidence  of  disavowal,  revoca- 
tion, or  denial  by  the  King,  and  his  conseipn.'nt  aiTjuiescence  and  presumed  ratification,  are  sufficient 
proof,  in  the  absence  of  any  to  the  contraiy,  ^sulisequent  to  the  grant,)  of  the  royal  assent  to  the  exercise 
of  his  prerogative  by  his  local  governors.  This  or  no  other  court  can  n'quire  proof  that  there  exists  in 
every  g"overnment  a  power  to  dispose  of  its  property;  in  the  absence  of  any  elsewhere,  we  arc  bound  to 
presume  and  consider  that  it  exists  in  the  officers  or  tribunal  who  exercise  it  by  making  grants,  and  that 
it  is  fully  evidenced  by  <_iccupation,  enjoyment,  and  transfers  of  property,  had  and  made  under  them, 
without  disturbance  by  any  superior  power,  and  respected  by  all  co-ordinate  and  inferior  officers  and 
tribunals  throughout  the  State,  colony,  or  province  where  it  lies." — (Citli  P(_'ters's  Rep.,  p.  728.) 

We  find  tliat  all  the  complete  grants,  eighteen  only  of  which  have  come  to  our  knowledge,  were 
based  on  grants  made  by  the  subordinate  authorities.  Sulisequent  ti.i  the  1st  of  December,  1802,  no 
complete  title  could  be  made,  as  appears  from  the  hotter  of  the  intendant.  Morales,  to  the  lieutenant 
governor  of  Upper  Louisiana,  of  the  same  date,  stating  that  the  office  was  closed  on  account  of  the  death 
of  the  assessi^r,  and  directing  that  no  a|iplications  fir  coin[ilete  titles  should  be  made  till  further  orders. 
No  order,  so  far  as  we  know,  was  given;  nor  does  it  appear  that  the  office  was  ever  reopeneil  previous  to 
the  treaty  of  cession. 

The  difficulties  attending  the  making  of  titles  complete  were  many  and  great.  The  expenses  in 
procuring  a  complete  title  at  New  (Jrleans  were  enormous  and  considered  as  (.'xtortionate.  Stoddart,  in 
his  "Sketches  of  Lonisiana,"  a  book  to  which  we  particularly  refer  as  shedding  much  light  on  this  subject, 
says  that  it  "  was  necessary  that  a  concession  sliould  pass  through  four,  and  in  some  instances  seven, 
ofdcers  before  a  complete  title  could  \h;  procured;  in  which  the  fees  exacted,  in  consequence  of  the  studied 
ambiguity  of  the  thirteenth  article,  frequently  amounted  to  more  than  the  value  of  the  lands."  Besides, 
the  difficulties  of  intercourse  between  the  posts  in  Upper  Louisiana  and  New  Orleans  were  so  great  that 
few  were  willing  to  encounter  them,  especially  as  the  formalities  of  a  complete  title  seemed  in  the  minds 
of  the  people  to  vest  no  more  right  than  was  acquired  when  incomplete. 

From  the  closest  scrutiny  that  we  have  been  able  to  make,  the  ipiality  and  the  location  of  the  land 
-were  the  principal  concern;  but  little  importan.'e  was  attached  to  the  fiet  that  the  title  was  incomplete. 
And  why  should  it  have  been  otherwise  when  the  governor  general  unquestionably  well  knew  the 
constant  and  invariable  jiractice  of  the  lieutenant  governors  in  granting  lands,  and  never,  so  far  as  we 
know,  either  ordered  or  required  that  tlie  concessions  should  be  taken  to  New  Orleans  for  his  signature 
before  they  could  be  considered  as  passing  titles  '!  These  incomplete  grants  could  bo,  and  were,  sold  for 
debts,  did  pass  by  devise,  and  were  tran,sferablc  at  the  will  of  the  concessionary;  and  it  is  notorious  that 
these  several  modes  of  disposing  of  them  were  resorted  to  and  adopted  as  the  fixed  practice  of  the  country. 
The  governor  general,  as  the  superior  of  the  lieutenant  governor  or  sub-delegate,  must  be  presumed  to 
have'known  the  acts  of  his  inferior  and  the  ordfhary  customs  of  the  country;  and  if  such  practices  and 
customs  were  contrary  to  law  the  supposition  is  that  he  would  have  prohibited  them  for  the  future. 
There  was  no  regulation  or  law  that  we  have  been  able  to  find  in  the  researches  which  we  have  made 
which  required  "that  the  grantee  should  ajiply  within  any  given  time  to  have  his  grant  maile  complete. 
It  would  seem  that  he  was  at  perfect  liberty  to  consult  his  own  convenience.  Indeed,  the  royal  domain 
was  distributed  in  such  a  liberal  manner,  and  t\ir  such  worthy  purposes,  that  it  appears  the  people  were 
entirely  satisfied  with  the  a.ssurance  of  property  contained  in  the  grant  made  by  the  lieutenant  governor. 
The  objects  contemplated  by  these  grants  werJ  the  improvement  of  the  country,  the  increasing  of  popula- 
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tiiiii,  uuJ  filsij  tlioy  were  <;-ivci)  as  rcwanls  and  as  compensation  for  services  rendered.  We  liave  not  been 
able'  to  find  a  sinj^-le  instance  of  tlie  sale  of  the  royal  domain  in  Uiiper  Lonisiana,  from  the  iirst  establish- 
ment of  the  post'of  St.  Louis,  in  1104,  to  the  lOtli"  of  March,  1S04.  A  proposal  to  purchase  was  made  by 
Bartholomew  Gou.sin  on  the  5th  of  March,  1800,  at  a  price  to  be  fixed  by  the  inteudant  g-eneral,  but  it  does 
nut  apjiear  that  it  was  ever  acted  on.  The  first  sale  of  land  that  was  ever  made  in  Upper  Louisiana  by 
the  soverei,<;-n  of  the  sciil  was,  from  all  the  information  in  our  possession,  made  by  the  government  of  the 
United  StaFes. 

The  regulations  of  U'Keily,  Gayoso,  and  Morales,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  had  no  effect  in  changing 
I  he  practice  in  the  distributing  of  the  royal  lands,  nor  were  ever  considered  as  a  new  code  dilferent  from 
the  one  already  existing  as  the  settled  law  of  the  Spanish  American  donunions.  Those  by  Gayoso  evidently 
had  reference  "to  new  settlers  coming  from  foreign  countries,  and,  as  regards  Spanish  subjects,  were  dis- 
regarded by  himself,  as  appears  l>y  a  complete  title  granted  bj'  him  to  one  Kegis  Loisel,  of  St.  Louis, 
descrilied  in  the  grant  as  a  merchant.  By  his  regulations  no  grants  were  allowed  to  merchants.  As 
res])ects  the  laws  of  O'Keily,  Stoddart,  in  his  Sketches  of  Louisiana,  pages  251  and  252,  says,  that  "it 
may  be  doubted  whether  the  land  laws  of  O'Reily  ever  operated  in  Upper  Louisiana.  They  bear  date 
nearly  three  months  before  the  Spaniards  took  possession  of  that  part  of  the  country,  at  which  time  there 
existed  oidy  a  few  miserable  huts  in  it;  the  first  settlements  commenced  only  four  j'ears  before."  Again, 
lie  saj's:  "Indeed,  the  regulations  contained  in  them  were  totally  inapplicable  to  that  part  of  the  country, 
and  the  Spanish  authorities  there  always  conceded  lands  on  principles  not  derived  from  them.'' 

The  same  author,  speaking  of  the  laws  of  Morales,  says,  page  252:  "It  is  believed  that  these  laws 
were  never  in  force;  certain  it  is  that  they  were  never  carried  into  effect.  The  reason  for  the  first  is,  that 
the  great  clamor  raised  against  them  in  all  parts  of  the  province  induced  the  governor  general  and  catiildo 
til  draw  up  a  strong  protest  against  them  and  to  lay  it  before  the  King.  The  consequence  was  that  Morales 
was  removed  from  office,  though  he  was  afterwards  reinstated  merely  to  assist  in  transferring  the  posses- 
sion of  the  country  to  the  French  republic.  The  reason  for  the  second  is,  that  the  assessor  died  soon  after 
they  were  promulgated,  which  totally  deranged  the  tribunal  of  finance,  and  rendered  it  incapable  of 
making  or  confirming  land  titles."  The  board  cannot  therefore  believe,  if  they  were  ever  so  intended, 
lluit  these  laws  had  the  eflect  to  supplant  the  laws,  usages,  customs,  or  practice  of  the  Spanisli  govern- 
ment in  the  province  of  Upper  Louisiana,  as  they  were  then  known  to  the  people  and  recognized  and  acted 
upon  by  those  in  power  The  general  code  of  the  Spanish  land  laws  in  Louisiana  seemed  to  have  grown 
into  gradual  though  silent  operation,  originating  from  the  circumstances  of  the  country,  and  accommo- 
dating itself  to  the  necessities  and  condition  of  the  people.  They  were  resorted  to  as  the  country  required 
their  application  and  became  ripe  to  receive  them,  and  furnished  the  rules  of  action  and  decision  for  all 
the  subordinate  civil  authorities  of  the  province. 

So  peculiarly  connected  with  the  circumstances  of  the  country  was  the  administration  of  the  law,  that 
Stoddart,  page  250,  advances  the  opini(m  that  the  lieutenant  governors  had  a  discretionary  power  in  the 
making  of  grants.  "For,"  says  he,  "they  always  exercised  it,  and  it  is  diilicult  to  presume  that  they 
would  contravene  the  known  laws  of  their  superiors  without  instructions  to  that  effect.  In  all  their  con- 
cessions they  were  regulated  by  the  wealth  and  importance  of  the  settlers."  He  adds:  "The  governor 
general  at  first  impiised  considerable  restrictions  on  the  commandant  relative  to  the  concession  of  lands, 
but  he  afterwards  found  it  necessary  to  be  more  liberal  than  even  the  land  laws  of  O'Reily."  In  Julj', 
1789,  he  wrote  to  the  commandant  at  New  Madrid  as  follows:  "Notwithstanding  the  instructions  hereto- 
fore sent  you,  more  or  less  front  or  depth  may  be  given,  according  to  the  exigency  of  the  ground,  an  like- 
wise a  greater  or  lens  quantity  of  land,  agreeably  to  the  wealth  of  the  grantee."  In  the  claims  which  have  been 
examined,  and  are  now  submitted  for  the  supervision  of  Congress,  we  noticed  the  fact  as  remarkable,  that 
grants  prior  to  1789  differed  from  those  subsequent  to  that  jieriod,  not  only  as  regards  quantity,  but  also 
the  terms  of  the  grant,  those  subsequent  generally  containing  a  much  larger  quantity  and  being  more 
liberal  to  the  concessionary. 

In  a  colony  so  partially  organized,  and  under  such  circumstances,  it  would  seem  unreasonable  to  call 
for  the  precise  written  authority  under  which  each  officer  acted,  or  to  require  that  the  particular  law  or 
ordinance  of  the  Spanish  government  under  which  any  act  or  series  of  acts  was  done  should  be  specially 
exhibited.  It  is  suflicient  that  nothing  in  these  laws,  usages,  customs,  or  practice  is  inconsistent  with,  or 
repugnant  to,  the  royal  ordinances  of  the  King. 

The  Spanish  laws  which  we  have  consulted,  and  to  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer  Congress  as  calcu- 
lated to  throw  some  light  upon  the  subject,  are  to  be  found  in  the  Recopilacion  de  leye.'i  de  las  Indias;  the 
royal  ordinance  of  October  15,  1754,  by  Ferdinand  VI;  that  of  1786,  by  Charles  III, "and  the  royal  letters 
to  Morales  of  October  22,  1798.  Also,  we  would  here  again  refer  to  tlie  "Sketches  of  Louisiana,"  written 
by  Mr.  Amos  Stoddart,  who  was  the  first  civil  and  military  commandant  in  Upper  Louisiana  after  the 
country  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  American  government.  The  board  have,  with  great  attention, 
consulted  this  author,  and  have  relied  with  unhesitating  confidence  on  his  statements.  Coming  to  the 
countrj',  as  he  did,  immediately  after  the  treaty  of  cession,  to  take  command  of  the  country  as  a  civil 
officer  of  the  American  government  when  the  Spanish  officers  were  many  of  them  still  in  the  province, 
and  the  laws,  usagt-s,  customs,  and  practice,  as  exercised  and  applied  under  the  Spanish  government, 
although  it  had  just  ceased  to  exist,  were  still  fresh  in  the  nnnds  of  the  ]ieople,  with  the  Spanish  records 
in  his  possession,  he  must  have  known  as  facts  what  ho  has  stated  as  such,  and  if  fraud  had  been  ]irac- 
ticed,  of  all  other  times,  it  must  tlien  have  been  discovered. 

The  laws  authorizing  grants  of  land  for  the  purposes  of  settlement  and  population  are  to  be  found  in 
\Vhite's  Comjiilation,  pages  34,  35,  38,  and  39.  Those  relating  to  grants  of  lands  as  rewards  for  services, 
or  as  pure  graces,  "mercedes,"  will  be  found  in  the  same  work,  pages  30,  35,  and  41.  The  earliest  of  the 
first  class  of  laws  bears  date  in  1513.  The  first  law  of  the  second  class  was  made  in  1542;  the  former 
Iwenly-one  years,  the  latter  fifty  years  after  the  discovery  of  the  New  World  by  Columbus. 

The  grants  of  land  for  services  rendered  were  of  a  liberal  character,  and  we  arc  bound  to  believe 
had  the  sanction  of  the  sovereign,  as  we  know  of  no  objection  having  been  urged  to  the  usage.  The 
|iractice  seems  to  have  originated  from  the  liberal  views  of  the  Emperor  Charles,  in  his  decree  of  1542, 
wiiich  ordains  that  the  viceroys  of  Peru  and  New  Spain,  and  the  governors  of  the  provinces  under  their 
uutliurity,  grant  .'iuch  iricards,  Jcvors,  and  compensation  as  to  them  nun/  seem  fit.  This  decree,  recognized 
successively  liy  Pliilip  II  in  1588,  in  1014  by  Philip  III,  and  in  1028  by  Philip  lY,  was  finally  incorporated 
liy  Charles  II,  in  1(;82,  into  the  ItecvpUacion  de  leyes  de  los  Rvynos  de  las  7«rfi0.s. 

Thus  it  manifestly  apjiears,  by  the  laws  and  auth(iritics  above  recited  and  refei-red  to,  that  it  was  the 
duly  of  the  lunvincial  authorities  mil  imlv  to  grant  and  distribute    the  mval  lands  in  Ihe  Kiii"-'s  name  for 


1834.J  PRIVATE    LAND    CLAIMS    IX    MlSSOmi.  TO] 


tlio  purposes  of  settlement  ;ui.l  papulation,  but  that  it  was  specially  enjoined  upon  them  to  .^-rant  lands  as 
rewards  for  services. 

The  royal  ordinances  of  n.")-t  and  1786  have  been  carefully  examined,  and  nolhinn-  lias  been  found  in 
them  to  liuut  the  power  conferred  on  the  authorities  in  the  ReeopUa<ion.  An  order  of  I'hilip  V,  of  Novem- 
ber 24,  1735,  which  reijuired  conlirmation  by  the  crown,  was  revoked  liy  the  (u-dinance  of  1754,  which 
authorized_the_fi»r/ic;iCias  to  issue  the  conlirnuitions  in  the  Kind's  name,  and,  when  the  sea  intervened  or 
they  were  in  distant  provinces,  empowered  the  g-overnors,  with  the  assistance  of  the  other  ollicers  men- 
tioned, to  issue  complete  titles. 

By  the  eighty-first  article  of  tlie  ordinance  of  17.St;,  inteudants  in  the  kingdom  of  Xew  Spain  were 
made  exclusive  judges  of  grants  of  lands,  and  referred  them  for  their  governmemt  t(j  th<'  vari(.ius  laws  on 
the  subject  in  the  Rrcopilaiinn,  and  to  the  (udinaiu-eof  1754,  which  is  app(>nded  to  the  eighty-lirst  article.— 
(See  White's  Compilation,  pp.  54,  55,  50,  57,  and  58.)  The  ordinance  of  1780,  so  far  as  it  vested  in  the 
inteudants  the  power  to  grant  lands,  was  for  tin?  first  time  declared  to  be  in  force  in  Louisiana  by  tin;  royal 
(U'der  of  October  22,  17il8,  to  be  found  in  Wliite's  Compilation,  p.  218. 

In  the  enacting  part  of  the  ordinance  of  1754  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the  King  speaks  of  "  mercedes," 
rewards,  as  contemplated  by  it.  Tiiis  ordinance  does  not  specilically  mention  the  laws  of  the  Emi)eror 
Charles,  of  the  2d,  3d,  and  4th  Philip,  and  of  Charles  II,  who  compiled  and  promidgated  the  Becopila- 
cion  ;  but  it  does  not  therefore  follow  that  they  were  repealed,  or  in  any  nuuiner  altered,  as  respects  the 
power  given  by  those  laws  to  the  subordinate  authorities  in  the  Spanish  American  dominions  to  grant 
lands  as  rewards  or  graces,  "  mercedes,"  for  services  rendered  the  government.  Nor  ^ave  we  discovered 
anything  in  tliis  ordinance  to  lead  us  to  the  opinion  that  a  mere  sale  of  lamls,  with  a  view  to  revenue, 
was  the  object  of  the  government,  or  that  the  far  more  useful  and  wise  policy  of  settlement  and  p(jpula- 
tiou,  as  developed  in  the  Becopilacion,  was  intended  to  be  abandoned. 

It  would  extend  this  report  beyond  reasonable  limits  to  enter  at  large  into  a  detail  of  the  circum- 
stances and  state  of  Louisiana  to  show  that  the  Spanish  land  system  then  oliserved  and  practiced  uiion 
was  expedient  and  applicable  to  that  part  of  the  Spanish  American  dominions.  The  importance  of  popu- 
lation and  settlement  in  that  province,  arising  from  its  contiguity  to  the  North  Ara(.'rican  republic  on  the 
one  side  and  its  great  exposure  to  numerous  and  formidable  Indian  nations  on  the  other,  were  certainly 
great  inducements  for  the  establislnnent  of  those  laws,  usages,  customs,  and  practice  which  we  find  diil 
most  certainly  prevail.  These  causes  and  circumstances,  instead  of  narrowing  the  power  to  grant,  given 
by  the  code  of  Indies,  must  rather  have  been  a  sufficient  reason  for  widening  its  range  and  facilitating 
its  exercise. 

In  forming  an  opinion  as  to  what  would  have  been  the  fate  of  the  claims  submitted  and  now  rejiorted, 
"if  the  government  under  wdiicli  they  originated  liad  continued  in  Missouri,"  the  view  here  taken  of  the 
laws,  usages,  customs,  and  practice  of  the  Spanish  government  in  the  province  of  Louisiana,  and  the 
spirit  and  policy  wliich  they  discdose,  have  led  us  to  the  conclusion  tl^at  those  claims  which  we  have 
examined,  and  wliich  are  now  reported  to  Congress,  would  have  received  tlie  sanction  of  the  governor 
general  at  New  Orleans,  and  been  perfected  into  complete  titles.  Laying  aside  every  other  consideration, 
the  practice  alone  which  universally  prevailed  of  regarding  these  grants  as  private  property  by  the  govern- 
ment in  both  Upper  and  Lower  Louisiana,  would  have  strongly  inclined  the  board  to  regard  them  in  a 
favorable  light.  It  is  a  matter  of  recorded  historj"  that  inchoate  concessions,  even  such  as  were  unlo- 
catcd,  uusurveyed,  and  having  nothing  special  in  their  character,  were  tlio  objects  of  sale,  transfer, 
inheritance,  and  devise. 

Tliat  they  were  sold  under  e-'cecution  for  debt,  included  in  the  inventories  of  ]icrsons  deceased 
intestate — in  short,  that  they  were  regarded  iiy  the  inhabitants  and  public  auth(jrities,  to  all  intents  and 
purpi.ises,  as  any  other  available  property,  satisfactorily  appears  from  the  claims  heretofore  confirmed,  and 
from  those  examined  by  the  board  and  now  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  Congress.  Some  were  even 
adjudicated  upon  by  the  governor  general  at  New  Orleans.  May  it  not  then  be  inferred  that  the  govern- 
ment which  would  adjudicate  upon  and  sell  under  execution  an  inchoate  concession,  and  complete  the 
title  in  favor  of  the  luirchaser,  would,  a  fortiori,  unless  fraud  were  shown,  perfect  tliat  into  a  complete 
title,  if  recpiired,  which  was  in  the  hands  of  the  original  grantee  ? 

In  the  claims  reported,  it  will  be  seen  that  some  have  been  recommended  for  confirmation  which  were 
never  surveyed.  The  fact  that  such  grants  were  regarded  by  the  inhabitants  and  authorities  of  the  country 
as  property,  also  induced  the  board,  from  that  custom,  to  look  upon  it  in  the  same  li.ght;  and  as  we  have  not 
discovered  that  any  condition  appears  ever  to  have  been  implied  as  to  the  time  within  wliich  a  complete 
title  was  to  be  applied  for,  so  the  same  view  holds  good  as  to  the  time  when  the  land  should  have  been 
located  or  surveyed.  Nor  was  it  possible,  in  the  nature  of  things,  that  the  inhabitants  could  have  antici- 
pated a  change  pf  government.  A  survey,  besides,  as  appears  from  evidence  brought  before  us,  and 
which  is  now  submitted  with  this  report,  was  accompanied  with  great  expense  and  difficulty.  The  cost 
for  surveying  a  league  square  was  near  six  hundred  dollars.  Besides,  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  surveys 
of  all  concessions:  first,  because  of  the  scarcity  of  surveyors;  secondly,  because  of  the  presence  of 
hostile  Indians  on  the  lands  granted.  We  are  unwilling  to  suppose  that  the  Spanish  government,  had  it 
still  continued,  would,  under  such  circumstances,  have  declared  the  grant  void  for  the  want  of  a  survey 
on  or  previous  to  March  10,  1804.  This  date  is  mentioned  because,  by  the  act  of  1814,  a  survey  previous 
to  it  is  made  an  indispensable  prerequisite  to  confirmation.  It  appeared,  therefore,  to  be  no  valid  objec- 
tion to  the  conlirmation  of  a  grant,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  that  it  had  not  been  surveyed  either 
before  or  after  March  10,  1804,  because,  previous  to  that  date  and  even  subsequent  to  it,  it  was  almost 
impossible  to  make  surveys,  and  by  the  act  of  Congress  passed  March  20,  1SU4,  such  survey  was  pro- 
hibited under  hcavj'  penalties. 

The  same  view  of  the  subJL^ct  has  brought  the  board  to  the  conclusion  tluit  where  no  improvement  or 
cultivation  upon  land  included' within  an  incomplete  grant,  although  located  or  surveyed  previous  to^  the 
10th  of  JIarch,  1804,  has  been  made,  it  should  work  no  injury  to  the  grantee,  because  that  act  specially 
forbade  any  iniDrovement,  suspended  his  rights,  and  deprived  him  of  all  practical  benefit  of  his  land  until 
it  should  be  confirmed.  This  construction  of  the  act  was  taken  by  Mr.  Madison,  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates,  who,  in  his  proclamation  of  December  12,  1815,  prohibited  all  occupation  of  unconfirmed 
lands,  and  ordered  the  proper  officers  of  the  United  States  to  drive  otT  those  who  should  enter  upon  tliem. 
In  the  examination  of  these  claims  by  the  board,  most  carefully  made,  we  have  looked  with  an  eye  par- 
ticularly directed  to  the  question  of  their  bona  fide  character.  At  the  same  time  that  we  have  labored 
with  an  anxious  scrutiny  to  detect  fraud,  we  have  been  careful  not  gratuitously  to  presume  its  existence. 
(Ill    this    head    we    have   been   goviTued   by    the    well-settled   principle,  recognized    by  every  enlightened 
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nation,  that  fraud  must  be  proved,  and  not  presumed.  In  the  hiininous  decision  given  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  tiie  United  States  in  the  Arredondo  claim,  this  view  of  the  subject  is  ably  laid  down  and  sus- 
tained. "  Fraud  (say  the  court)  is  not  to  be  presumed,  but  ought  to  be  proved  by  the  party  who  alleges 
it-  and  if  the  motive  and  design  of  an  act  was  to  be  traced  to  an  honest  source  equally  as  to  a  corrupt 
one,  the  former  ought  to  be  preferred."  With  such  sound  principles,  sustained  not  only  by  the  voice  of 
society,  but  by  the  decision  of  the  highest  judicial  tribunal  in  the  country,  we  have  endeavored  to  conform 
our  opinions;  and  it  is  but  justice  to  declare  that,  in  the  examination  of  the  claims  reported,  no  proof  of 
fraud  has  been  made. 

Some  claims  are  reported  and  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  Congress  which  rest  alone  upon  a 
mere  grant.  There  was  no  surve3',  and,  as  far  as  we  know,  no  cultivation.  From  the  most  mature 
reflection  that  we  have  been  enabled  to  bestow  on  this  class  of  claims,  the  conclusion  was  forced  upon 
our  minds,  from  the  circumstances  and  condition  of  the  country,  and  from  the  customs  and  practice  of 
the  inhabitants  and  civil  authorities,  that  such  should  be  recommended  for  confirmation.  In  the  first 
place,  the  grant  was  made  and  signed  by  an  officer  of  the  existing  government,  whose  acts  we  are  bound 
to  presume  were  in  accordance  with  his  powers,  and  sanctioned  by  the  sovereign  will,  as  contained  and 
expressed  in  the  laws,  customs,  usages,  and  practice  of  the  country. 

Secondl}'.  They  were  regarded  as  vesting  a  right  so  far  indefeasible,  that  they  were  subject  to  the 
adjudication  of  the  civil  authorities;  were  so  adjudged  upon;  were  made  liable  to  public  sale  for  debt; 
were  transferable  in  the  ordinary  transactions  of  life;  could  be  inherited,  and  were  capable  of  being- 
devised.  ^ 

Thirdly.  By  a  reference  to  the  testimony  of  Baptiste  Valle,  senior,  Pri^mon  Delanriere,  and  others, 
•which  accompanies  this  report,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  was  both  dangerous  and  difficult,  on  account  of  the 
Indians  and  the  scarcity  of  surveyors,  to  make  surveys.  The  difficulty  of  making  cultivation,  habitation, 
or  improvement,  arose  from  the  same  causes.  Indeed,  the  inhabitants  found  it  a  matter  of  no  small 
concern  and  difficulty  to  protect  themselves  from  the  Indians  without  encountering  the  dangers  which 
would  arise  from  excursions  into  the  woods.  Breckinridge,  in  his  "  Views  of  Louisiana,"  bears  testi- 
mony (page  138)  that  but  "a  few  troops  were  kept  up  in  each  district  throughout  the  province,  and  were 
too  inconsiderable  to  afford  nmch  protection  to  the  inhabitants." 

Fourthly.  There  being-  no  limited  time  within  which  a  survey  should  be  made,  the  change  of  govern- 
ment prevented  the  execution  of  it  under  the  French  and  Spanish  governments,  and  our  laws,  after  the 
existence  of  those  governments,  prohibited  it. 

Fifthly.  If  such,  for  the  want  of  survey  and  cultivation,  by  the  laws,  usages,  customs,  and  practice 
of  the  Spanish  government,  were  void,  they  would,  by  those  same  laws,  usages,  customs,  and  practice, 
have  been  reannexed  to  the  domain.  Whenever  a  grantee  became  delinquent  as  to  any  of  the  conditions 
or  requisitions  contained  in  his  grant,  such  land  so  granted  was  reannexed  to  the  royal  domain.  Stoddart 
(p.  247)  says:  "The  same  formality  and  solemnity  were  observed  in  the  annexation  of  lands  to  the 
domain  as  when  they  were  granted  or  conceded.  All  annexations  were  declared  by  an  ordinance  of  Louis 
XV,  in  1743,  to  be  null  and  void,  and  of  no  eflect,  unless  (hey  were  judiciaUt/  decreed.  The  same  principle 
obtained  under  the  Spanish  authorities,  and  they  deemed  it  obligatory."  That  such  wa^the  law,  custom, 
or  usage,  and  so  practiced  by  the  authorities  of  the  country,  is  fully  established  by  reference  to  the 
"  Livre  Terrein,"  now  in  the  office  of  the  recorder  of  land  titles,  in  which  %ve  have  instances  of  this  method 
of  "judicially  decreeing"  an  annexation  to  the  domain  of  such  lands  as  had  been  forfeited  for  a  non- 
fulfilment  of  the  terms  of  the  grant. 

Sixthly.  Such  grants  bear,  in  their  terms,  the  character  of  vesting  a  fee-simple  in  the  grantee;  they 
seem  to  have  been  so  petitioned  for,  and  were  so  granted.  If  such  a  title  could  not  have  been  passed  by 
the  grant,  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  suppose  either  that  it  would  have  been  so  requested  or  so  granted. 
It  must  be  admitted  that  they  were  acquainted  with  their  own  laws  and  customs;  and  allowing  them  only 
a  small  degree  of  regard  and  obedience  to  the  same,  it  is  nothing  more  than  a  fair  presumption  that  what 
was  asked  for  and  what  was  granted  was  legitimate  and  proper. 

In  the  claim  of  Bernard  Pratte  for  800  arpents,  to  be  found  among  those  examined  and  recommended 
for  confirmation,  it  will  be  seen  that  a  transfer  of  it  was  made  before  the  grant  was  located,  all  of  which 
was  sanctioned  by  the  lieutenant  governor  himself 

In  1779  land  was  granted  by  Ferdinand  de  Leyba  to  one  John  Saunders,  upon  express  condition  that 
said  Saunders  should  cultivate  it  one  year  from  the  date  of  the  grant.  Before  the  expiration  of  the  year 
Saunders  sold  the  land,  and  his  assignee  made  or  proved  no  cultivation.  In  1793  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieu- 
tenant governor,  made  a  decree  in  favor  of  the  claimant  against  one  Joseph  Ilortez,  who  claimed  the  same 
as  his  property.  Who  will  say  that  Trudeau,  the  lieutenant  governor,  in  this  proceeding,  violated  the 
laws  and  customs  of  the  country,  and  that  this  was  an  act  of  usurpation  ?  There  is  certainly  much 
more  in  the  history  of  the  country,  during  the  time  the  French  and  Spanish  governments  existed  in  Louisi- 
ana, to  prove  that  it  was  in  accordance  with  their  laws  and  customs,  than  that  it  was  a  violation,  and 
an  act  of  usurped  authority. 

There  is  one  claim  reported  which,  seemingly,  is  at  variance  with  the  principle  contained  in  the  tenth 
resolution  adopted  by  the  board.  It  is  the  claim  of  Louis  Bissonet  for  forty  arpents.  The  grant  was 
made  in  1777  liy  Francisco  Cruzat,  in  which  there  was  an  express  condition  that  the  land  should  be  culti- 
vated within  a  year  from  its  date.  No  cultivation  is  shown  until  the  year  1798.  It  was  then  claimed  by, 
and  cultivated  as  the  land  of,  Louis  Bissonet.  Subsequently  the  same  land  was  surveyed  by  Antoine 
Soulard,  surveyor  general  of  the  province  of  Upper  Louisiana  under  the  Spanish  government.  Much 
reflection  induced  the  board  to  recommend  this  claim  for  confirmation,  because  it  was  believed  that 
although  the  condition  was  not  proven  to  have  been  performed,  yet  the  claim  so  long-  set  up  was  a  fair 
presumption  that  the  condition  had  been  fulfilled,  and  that  if  it  had  not,  it  would  have  been  reannexed  to 
the  domain. 

Having-  thus  presented  the  views  which  we  have  of  the  question  referred  to  the  board  by  the  act  of 
July  9,  1832,  we  will  now  proceed  to  state  in  a  few  words  the  nature  and  grounds  of  the  decisions  made 
upon  the  claims  submitted  to  them  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1833,  founded  upon  settlement  and 
cultivation. 

In  deciding  upon  and  applying  the  evidence  submitted  in  support  of  those  claims,  wo  have  observed 
the  following  rules: 

1st.  Tliat  under  the  act  of  1833  oidy  such  claims,  founded  on  settlement  and  cultivation,  are  cognizable 
as  have  been  heretofore  filed  with  the  recorder. 

2d.  That  all  sucli  claims  as  come  within  the  provisions  and  requisitions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
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March  2,  1.S05,  uu.l  the  acts  suppleiuentary  tlioi-eto,  iif  April  21,  1S0C>,   ManOi  o,  lS07,  ami  .hiiio  l:!,  1^12, 
are  entitled  to  conlirmation. 

The  evidence  in  support  of  the  claims  herewith  reported  is  spread  upon  the  taliidar  slatenicnt  of  each 
of  them,  to  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer. 

Before  concluding-,  permit  us  to  notice  one  or  two  suhjects  more,  upon  which  we  think  it  is  proper 
that  some  suggestions  should  be  made.  In  the  examination  of  the  question  submitted  to  us,  it  was 
discovered  that  there  were  some  cases  which  could  not  be  noticed  in  conse(pienco  of  their  not  havii'm-  been 
filed  within  the  time  limited  by  the  acts  of  Congress.  The  omission  to  file  them  aros(_'  fr..iii  niinicr..us 
causes;  in  some  cases  they  were  found  to  be  in  the  hands  of  infant  heirs;  in  other  cases  owned  by  ihe 
French  or  Spaniards,  who,  not  knowing  our  language,  were  ignorant  of  our  laws  and  of  what'  was 
demanded  under  them.  But  most  generally  the  omission  to  file  them  in  proper  time  tirosc  from  the 
ignorance  of  the  people  that  such  a  requisite  was  necessary  to  the  validity  of  their  claims.  The  first 
settlers  of  the  country  were  daring  men,  who  were  scattered  over  a  wide  range  of  country,  and  whose 
sources  of  information  of  the  proceedings  of  the  government  were  few  and  ditiicult.  Besides,  by  the  act 
of  March  2,  1805,  section  4,  it  was  not  obligatory  on  the  claimants  to  lilo  notice  of  claim  founded  on 
any  incomplete  grant  bearing  date  prior  to  the  1st  day  of  October,  1800.  The  4th  section  of  the  act  of 
1805  provides  that  every  person  claiming  land  "  by  virtue  of  an  incomplete  title  bearing  date  suljsequent 
to  the  1st  day  of  Octolier,  1800,  shall,  before  the  1st  day  of  March,  1800,  deliver  to  the"  recorder  of  land 
titles  within  whose  district  the  land  may  be  a  notice  in  writing,  stating  the  nature  anil  extent  of  his  claim, 
together  with  the  plat  of  the  tract  or  tracts  claimed."  The  5th  section  of  th(^  act  of  March  3,  1807,  pro- 
vides that  "the  time  fixed  by  the  act  abov<'  mentioned,  (the  act  of  1805,)  and  the  acts  supplementary 
thereto,  be  extended  to  July  1,  1808."  Many  of  these  claims  deserve,  perhaps,  the  favor  whicli  has  lieen 
extended  to  those  which  have  been  filed. 

From  all  that  we  can  learn,  some  of  these  claims  seem  to  possess  intrinsic  merit.  AVe  have  been  led 
to  make  these  suggestions  from  the  fact  that  these  claims  were  recognized  by  the  act  of  March  2C,  1824, 
and  the  acts  supplementary  thereto,  under  which  the  United  States  district  court  of  Missouri  was 
authorized  to  adjudicate  upon  the  French  and  Spanish  unconfirmed  laud  claims  in  said  State.  There  are 
many  claims  depending  on  settlement  and  cultivation  in  tlie  same  situation,  and  arising  from  the  same 
causes. 

Upon  the  subject  of  conflicting  claims,  wo  have  been  unable  to  ascertain  to  what  extent  they  exist. 
Having  no  data  by  which  our  exertions  could  be  directed,  we  have  labored  pretty  much  in  vain  to  fiml 
out  in  what  cases  they  have  taken  place,  although  we  caused  a  notice  to  be  iniblished,  requesting-  in  it 
adverse  claimants  to  come  forward  and  notify  us  of  the  fact,  which  notice  is  forwarded  with  the  report. 
We  are  iif  the  opinion,  however,  that  they  exist  to  a  considerable  degree  There  are  numerous  cases  of 
lands  lying  within  these  French  and  Spanish  claims  belonging  h)  the  individuals  whose  right  or  claim 
originated  under  the  government  of  the  L'nited  States;  some  depend  upon  purchases;  some  upon  the  law 
allowing  pre-emption;  some  others  upon  New  Madrid  locations,  and  some  again  upon  settlement  rights 
which  have  been  confirmed 

Most  of  these  persons  have  been  for  a  long  time  settled  on  their  lands.  Their  claims  being  of  a  hona 
fide,  character,  derived  from  the  government  of  the  United  States,  they  went  on  to  improve  tlieir  lands, 
making  for  themselves  and  families  comfortable  homes,  without  any  belief  that  they  would  ever  be  inter- 
rupted in  their  possessions.  Should  the  claims  reported  by  the  board  be  confirmed  by  Congress  in  whole 
or  in  part,  Congress  will,  in  their  wisdom,  no  doubt,  notice  the  suggestion  here  made,  and  carve  out  sucli 
a  course  as  will  quiet  the  uneasiness  and  anxiety  which  are  felt,  by  doing  everything  which  even  the 
most  scru}uilous  demands  of  justice  could  require. 

We  deem  it  proper  to  stat(.',  liefore  concluding,  our  apprehension  that  in  some  cases  where  French 
or  Spanish  grants  have  been  held  for  a  small  quantity  of  land  only  the  grants  have  been  laid  aside, 
and  a  claim'set  up  by  settlement  right  for  640  acres,  a  much  larger  quantity.  It  is  difficult  to  discover 
or  detect  the  imposition. 

We  would  respectfully  suggest  that,  in  the  event  of  the  conQrmation  of  this  report,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  a  provision  should  be  made  confirming  settlement  rights,  where  they  have  sufficient  merit,  upon  the 
condition  that  the  person  to  whom  it  is  confirmed  had  not  previously  held  under  a  French  or  Spanish 
grant.  It  is  due  to  the  claims  reported  to  say  that  no  such  suspicion  attached  to  them.  Nor  will  we  say 
positively  that  we  know  of  any  case  where  such  a  course  has  been  taken.  ^Vc  have  ventured  to  make 
the  suggestion  from  circumstances  which  authorize  the  belief  that  some  such  instances  have  occurred. 

We  now  close  this  report  by  observing  that  the  great  number  of  claims  originating  under  the  French 
and  Spanish  governments  arose  from  the  condition  of  the  country,  from  their  want  of  population,  and 
from  their  desire  to  have  the  lauds  speedily  brought  into  a  state  of  cultivation  and  improvement.  For  we 
find  that  France,  in  attempting  to  accomplish  her  great  plan  of  permanently  uniting  the  St.  Lawrence 
with  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  held  out  inducements  to  emigration,  with  the  view  to  form  a  permanent  barrier 
against  the  encroachments  of  the  English.  Around  her  various  military  posts  in  this  quarter  colonies 
were  fdanted,  where,  amid  the  vicissitudes  of  climate,  at  war  with  the  elements  and  various  Indian  tribes, 
suflering  every  privation,  they  continued  to  flourish  under  the  fostering  care  of  the  mother  country.  The 
same  policy  was  pursued  by  the  Spanish  government.  In  recommending  the  claims  of  these  people  now 
presented  to  your  notice,  we  do  it  on  the  grounds  of  their  merit,  the  various  laws,  usages,  customs,  and 
practice  of  tlie  difl'erent  governments  under  which  they  originated,  and,  in  our  opinion,  the  great  and  im- 
mutable principle  of  justice. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 


Ei.i.iAH  ILww.vp.n,  Esq.,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 


ALBERT  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 
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A. 

Regolu/ions  passed  hj  the  board  of  commissioners  on  the  SOth  October,  1833. 

1st.  Resolved,  That  it  was  the  custom  of  both  Franco  and  Spain,  and  formed  a  part  of  the  policy  of 
those  nations  in  the  settling  of  new  countries,  to  appoint  officers,  wlioso  business  it  was,  by  express  regu- 
lations, to  grant  lands  to  all  such  of  their  subjects  as  miglit  wisli  to  settle  in  those  countries,  for  the 
avowed  purposes  of  improving  and  populating  said  countries. 

2d.  Tliat  all  acts  in  relation  to  grants,  concessions,  warrants,  and  orders  of  survey,  done  and  per- 
formed bj'  the  French  and  Spani.sh  officers  during  the  time  those  governments  had  possession  of  and 
exercised  the  sovereignty  over  the  province  of  Upper  Louisiana,  ought  to  be  considered  as  prima  facie  evi- 
dence of  their  riglit  to  do  those  acts  and  perform  those  duties,  and  ought  to  be  held  and  considered  binding 
on  the  government  of  the  United  States,  inasmuch  as  the  acts  of  the  officers  in  said  province  were  not 
only  tolerated  but  approved  by  tlieir  superiors  in  power. 

3d.  Tliat  all  grants,  concessions,  warrants,  or  orders  of  survey,  made  and  issued  by  the  French  or 
Spanish  officers  in  the  late  province  of  Upper  Louisiana  on  or  before  the  10th  day  of  March,  1804,  where 
the  same  are  not  proved  to  be  fraudulent,  ought  to  be  confirmed,  provided  the  conditions  annexed  to  the 
grant  have  been  com])lied  with,  or  a  satisfactory  reason  given  for  not  fulfilling  the  same. 

4tli.  That  O'Reily's  instructions  or  regulations  of  18th  February,  1170,  those  of  Gayoso  of  9th  Sep- 
tember, 1797,  and  those  of  Morales  of  17th  July,  1799,  were  not  in  force  in  Upper  Louisiana,  except,  per- 
haps, the  provisions  contained  in  those  of  Gayoso,  whicli  related  to  new  settlers. 

.5th.  That  sub-delegates,  in  making  grants,  &c.,  were  not  limited  by  any  known  law  or  custom  as  to 
the  quantity  of  arpents  they  should  grant,  except,  perhaps,  as  to  new  settlers,  and  that  such  grants  passed 
title,  and  that  a  survey  was  merely  an  incidental  matter  after  the  title  had  passed  by  the  grant,  so  as  to 
identity  the  land,  that  tlie  grantee  might  take  possession  of  it. 

6th.  That  wliat  are  called  incomplete  grants  by  the  custom  and  practice  of  the  country  were  recog- 
nized as  property  capable  of  passing  by  devise,  fransferable  from  one  to  another,  and  were  liable  to  be 
sold  for  debt. 

7th.  That  those  grants  which  are  general  in  their  terms  pass  as  good  a  title  as  those  which  are  more 
special,  the  difl'erence  being  in  the  description  (jf  the  land,  and  not  in  the  title. 

8th.  That  those  officers  of  the  French  and  Spanish  governments  whose  names  are  signed  to  conces- 
sions must  be  presumed  to  have  acted  agreeably  to  powers  vested  in  them  by  their  sovereign,  and  that 
their  acts  are  accordingly  legal  until  the  contrary  is  shown. 

9th.  That  fraud  is  an  affirmative  charge,  and,  as  relates  to  the  French  and  Spanish  claims,  as  well 
as  in  all  other  cases,  must  be  proved,  and  not  presumed. 

10th.  That  in  all  cases  where  there  are  conditions  to  a  grant,  &c.,  if  the  grantee  shows  satisfactorily 
that  he  has  been  prevented  from  a  fullilmcnt  of  the  conditions  by  the  act  of  God,  by  the  act  of  law,  by  the 
enemies  of  the  country,  or  by  the  act  of  the  party  making  the  grant,  or  any  other  sufficient  cause,  the 
grantee  will  be  considered  as  absolved  from  the  performance  of  the  same,  and  the  grant  regarded  as 
absolute. 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  P.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


Private  land  claims. 


The  undersigned  commissioners,  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  finally  settling-  the  private  land  claims 
in  Missouri,  would  beg  leave  respectfully  to  notify  all  whom  it  may  concern  that  the  time  of  taking  testi- 
mony is  limited  to  the  9th  of  July  next,  after  which  period  no  new  evidence  can  be  received.  From  great 
age  and  infirmity  'many  of  the  witnesses  cannot  attend  at  this  place.  One  of  the  commissioners  is 
authorized  to  proceed  to  the  southern  counties  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  testimony,  lie  will  give 
notice  when  and  where  he  will  be  in  attendance  for  that  object. 

There  is  another  point  to  which  they  would  call  your  attention.  Manj'  persons  have  bought  lands 
from  the  government  of  the  United  States  which  had  been  covered  by  Spanish  and  French  grants.  Where 
this  is  the  case  the  undersigned  should  be  informed,  that  they  may  report  the  fact  to  Congress,  which 
may  have  the  efTect  of  preventing  embarrassment  and  litigation. 

L.  F.  LINN. 
A.  G.  HARRISON. 
F.  R.  CONWAY. 
St.  Louis,  3Iarch  21,  1833. 

Editors  of  papers  would  confer  a  favor  on  the  public  by  giving  the  above  a  few  insertions. 

A  true  copy  of  an  advertisement  published  in  the  Free  Press  of  March  28,  1833. 

JULIUS  DE  MUN,  T.  B.  G. 
St.  Louis,  November  27,  1833. 


Testimony  of  Charles  DehauU  Delassus. 

Charles  Dehault  Delassus.  He  well  knew  Don  Zenon  Trudeau,  formerly  lieutenant  governor  of  the 
laj:e  province  of  Upper  Louisiana,  whom  deponent  succeeded  in  the  said  government  on  the  28tli  of  July, 
1799;  that  all  the  lieutenant  governors  of  Upper  Louisiana  were,  in  virtue  of  their  offices  as  lieutenant 
governors,  likewise  sub-delegates;  that  the  offices  of  lieutenant  governor  and  sub-delegate  were  insepa- 
rable; that  when  deponent  was    commandant   at  New  Madrid,  in  l^iipor  Louisiana,  he  wrote  to  the  Raron 
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(le  Caroiirlolet  at    New  Orleans,  tlic  -■ovciiku-  t;-eiu'riil,  dcsirin;;-  t(i  !)(>  (-xciiscd  IVoiii  (lisi-liari;-iiii;-  tli.'  dulics 

lit'  sub-dcleg-ato,   and  that  lie   received   tor  answer,  that    since  thi'   ccni nceiiiehl  nt  tlie  S|.anish  ^-dvern- 

inent  in  Louisiana  the  ofBcers  appointed   by  patent    liy  the  .^■nv<•rnor  M-i'iieral  (nl'  whirh  Avilness  was  ..nc) 
were  at  the  same  time  sub-delegates  and  military  and  iiolitical  or  civil  olliceis;  that  Iheollics  were  insep- 
arable; tliat  there  never  was   in   Upper   or    Lower   Louisiana   a   c.>niinission    ol'  sub-di'le-'ato    speeilically 
made  to  any  otlicer;  that    the   lieutenant   ,t;-ovenior  of  I'ensac-ola  was    also  sub-delegati' In    virtue  ol'  his 
otlice  as   lieutenant   ,!i-overnor,  without    any  other   commission;  that   in    I'pper    Louisiana    there    were  but 
two  patented  olScers  who    had    the  authority  of  sub-dele,!;'ates — one  at   St.  Louis  and  one  al   New  Madrid- 
that  the  commandants  at   other   ports,  as  at    St,  (ienevieve,  were  called   particular  coininanilants;  that  tin' 
functions  of  a   sub-delegate   were   the   same   before    as   after   the  appointment  of  the   inlendaut'  al    New 
Orleans  in  relation  to  the  g-ranting  of  lands,  except  that  the  sub-delegates  on  those  subjects  addressed  t  h.ni- 
selves  to  the  intendant,  after  his   nomination,  instead  of  the  governor  general,  as  previously  thev  had 
done;  that  the  practice  in  Upper  Lruiisiana  of  the  sub-delegate  in  relation'to  the   gi-anting   of  lands'  was, 
when  a  petition  was  presented  to  him  for  tli<>  purpose  of  obtaining  a  concession,  iT  the  siib-di'legate  con- 
sidered that  the  pctitiiuier  possessed  nierits  to  intitle  him  to  the  concession,  he  granted  the  same,  subject 
to  the  contirmation  of  the  intendant,  or,  I'elbre    his  time,  of  the   .governor  general;  that  in  makini;-  a  i'on- 
cession  it  was  usual,  in   general,  for  the  sub-delegate  ti.i  make  at   the  saiue   time   an  ordi'r  of  survi'\-,  and 
more  particularly  since  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Soulard,  surveyor  general,  but  that  such  ordeis  of  survey 
Averc   not   indisiiensable;  that  the   grantee,  however,  in   his    (dciionent's)  opinion,  without  such   order  i",f 
.survey,    might   proceed   to   have   the   survey   made;    that   he   km.iws    no    objection   proceeding    from    the 
authorities  at    New  Orleans  to  the  usage  or   to   the   power  of  granting  lands  by  the  sub-deh\gab's;  that 
a  petitioner  for  a  concession   of  lands  had  a  riglit  of  appeal  from  the  refusal  of  the  sul)-dele,gates  to  the 
superior  authority  at   New   Orleans;  that  concessions  made   by  deponent,  as   lieutenant   .governor,  luive 
been  coiilirmed  by  the  .superior  aatln irity  at  New  Orleans — by  lioth  the  g( ivernor  general  and  the  iideiidant ; 
that  in  no  case  within  his  knowledge  has  there  been  a  less  quantity  confirmed  than  that  origiiuilly  .granted; 
that  he  knows  this  to  be  the  fact  in  relation  to  the  grants  made  by  his  predecessor,  Don  Zeuon"  Trudeau ; 
that  Don  Zeiiou  Trudeau  is   deceased;  that  he  held   his   commission  as  lieutenant  goverinir   from  the 
Baron  de  Carondelet;  that  this  commission,  as  deponent  believes,  was  in  terms  similar  to  the  one  which 
he  himself  held,  and   which  he  is  ready  to  produce;  that   while  lieutenant  governor  he  kept  no  registry 
of  concessions   by  him  mad(.';  that  he   .gave   the   concession  to  the   petiti'Uier,  and  that    thereupon,  as  he 
believes,  whether   before   or   after  the   survey  he   knows  not,  the   surveyor  made  a  note  or   record  of  the 
concession;  that  matter  did  not   concern  deponent  as  lieutenant  govern(U';  that   there  was  no  mention 
made  of  any  instructions   by  him  received  of  the  necessity  of  the  registry  of  concessions.     lie  knows  of 
the  existence  of  a  book  called  the  "  Livre  Terrein;"  that   when  he  was  appointed  lieutenant  .Li'overiKjr  ho 
believes  he  saw  it;  that  he  made  no  use  of  it;  that  it  had  not  been  made  use  for  some  time  theretofore; 
that,  as  deponent  believes,  it  had  not   been  made  use  of  from  the  time  of  tiie   appointment  of  Sotilard  as 
surveyor  .general;  that  the   Livre  Terrein  did  not  concern  witness;  that  when  a  concession  was  luade, 
and  order  of  survey,  there  was   no   time  limited   within    which    a   survey  shouhl   have   been   madr-;  that 
mineral   lauds  were  not  reserved  from   sale   by  the    Spanish   government;    that,   on   the  contrary,   the 
goverimieut   encouraged   the    settlement  of  the    country    by   miners,   and  the    workin.g  of  lead  mines. 
The   object   of  the   govermiieiit   was   to    attract    population   by   every  means   for   the   purposes   of  culti- 
vation,  and,   above   all,   for  the   purpose   of    mining;    that    he    was   frequently   at    St.  Louis   during   the 
government  of  Don    /x'lion  Trudeau;    that    he    was    intimate    with    him,    and   J'reijuently  at   his   house 
during'   said   time;    that   at   various   times   when   witness   was    at     the    house   of    Don   Zenon   Truileaii, 
he    heard    him    mention    a    concession    of    10,000    arpents    of   land    which    he    (Trudeau)    said    he    had 
made   to  Antoine   Soulard,  the  petitioner;    that  one  of  the   acquirements  and    talents  of   ^Mr.  Soulard 
at   that   time    must   have    been   of  great   service    to  the   government   of   Upiier    Louisiana;    that    he 
was,  in  fact,  the  ri.ght  arm  of  the  government  at  the  time  referred  to,  and  that  these  remarks  are  true  of 
Mr.  Soulard  in  reference  to  the  time  at   which  deponent  was   lieutenant  governor;  that  Soulard,  during 
the  last-iuentioned  period,  continued  to  exercise  tlie  duties  of  the  same  office  that  he  had  done  dnriii,g  the 
.government  of  his  predecessor,  and    without   any  lixcd  salary  for  either;  that  he  saw   the   concession  of 
which  he  has  spoken  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Soulard,  on  his  table  or  amon,g  his  papers;  witness  cannot 
say  that  he  read  the  concession  from  lieginning  to  end,  but  that  it  was  the  same   ctiiicession  of  which   he 
has  already  spoken;  that   tlii^   concession  was   in  the  usual   form,  for   ten  thousand  arpents  of  land;  that 
the  requete  or  petition  was    in    the   handwritin.g  of  Soulard,  and   the  whole  of  the   decree   or   concession 
was  in  the  handwriting  of  the   lieutenant   governor,  Trudeau;  that  it  was   freiiuently  the   case  that  the 
concession   was   written   by    some    person   other   than   the   governor  for   his   si.gimture  ;    that   he   knew 
Santiago  Rankin,  and  that"  he  was  the   d<']iuty  of  Soulard,  the   surveyor  general;    that  Soulard  had   the 
power  of  appointin.g  a  deputy   suryi>yor;  the   manner  (_if  appointing   was   by  letter.     The   commission  of 
Antoine   Soulard,  surveyor  of  all   the  districts  of  Illinois   and   New  Madrid,  of  the  date  of  I'ebruary  :!, 
179.i,  marked  A;  the  original   official   letter  of  Morales,  the  intendant,  respecting  Mr.  Soulard's  right  to 
survey  in   the  district  of  New  Madrid,  by  himself  or  deputy,  marked  B;  the  officitd   letter  of  Oolonel 
Howard,  rcccmimendatory  of  Soulard.  marked  C;  appointment  of  Soulard  adjutant,  marked  D;  the  procla- 
nuitiou  of  Salcedo  and  Casa   Calvo,  marked  L;  the  ordinance   or   regulations  of  Morales,  marked    F;  the 
letter  accompanying  the  same,  marked  G;  the  official  letter  of  Delassus  to  Soulard,  wherein  he  announces 
the  death  of  the"  assessor  at  New  Orleans,  as  made  known  to  Lim  by  Morales,  marked  II;  the  letter  from 
Tasa  Calvo  to  Colonel  Delassus,  acknowledging   the   receipt  of  the   ordinance,  cVc,  dated  May  30,  Iso."., 
marked  1;  letter  of  Morales  to  Colomd  Delassus,  of  August   2ii,  HitH,  iu  which  witness   is  informed   that, 
the  sub-delegates  are  independent  of  each  other,  marked  K;  the   certiHc.ite  .  f  (Hlberta  Leonard  and   Don 
Manned  Aruiires,  ministers  of  the  royal    treasury,  in  favor  of  Colonel  Delassus,  as  former  commandant  at 
New   Madrid  and   lieutenant   governor   of  Ujipi-r    Louisiaija,   dated    27tli   of  June,    1805,  marked    L,  are 
identified  and  proved  bv  witness,  and  are  indorsed  and  marked  with   the  letters  of  the  alphabet  Irom  A 
to  L,  inclusive;  that  he   received    six  copies  of  the  regulations  of  Mondes,  officially  transmitted  to  him, 
as  amiounced  by  the  letter  already  referred  to,  upon  the  njargin  of  which  letter  he  noted,  iu  Sjiaiiish,  that 
the  letter  was  answered  and   that  the   regulations  were  not   to   be   conqilied   with   until    further  orders; 
that  he  did  answer  the  letter  of  Morales,  as   noted   in  the  margin   thereof,  and   accomi)aiued   his   answer 
with  objections,  ;i  rougfe  drau.ght  of  which  is  herewith  presented,  luarked  M;  that  he  knows  that  Morales 
received  the  letter  and  objections;  at  least  that  Morales  lutidc  other  communications  to  witness  in  answer 
to  those  made  bv  him  at   the  same   time  and   through  the  same  medium;  that,  as  lieuti'iiant  governor,  he 
had  a  right  to  s'usjiend  the  executie>n  of  any  order  which  to   him    aiipeaied    prejudicial   to   the   interest  of 
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tliu  King-  111-  peopk',  until  fresh  instructions;  that  he  receivcfl  afterwards  other  letters  and  oomninnications 
from  Morahis,  referable  to  the  department  of  sub-delegate,  and  that  he  never  mentioned  the  subject  of 
those  regulations;  that  he  does  not  remember  to  have  caused  those  regulations  to  be  published;  tliat 
he  o-;ive"no  orders  to  his  inferiors  relative  to  the  regulations  of  Morales,  because  he  did  not  intend  to 
obey  them  himself  and  had  remonstrated  against  them.  His  acts  in  relation  to  the  granting  of  lands, 
since  tlie  regulations  of  Morales,  were  approved,  because  he  received  the  letter  of  approbation  from  the 
Martjuis  Casa  Calvo,  of  the  30th  May,  1«05,  marked  N,  heretofore  oilered,  and  because  he  thinks  his  acts 
or  grants  were  conlirmed;  and  because,  if  his  acts  had  not  been  approved,  he  would  have  been  informed 
thereof;  that  he  is  not  certain  wliether  any  concession  made  by  him  was  confirmed;  he  received  from 
lilorales  answers  to  all  his  connnunications,  e.xcept  that  objecting  to  the  regulations.  The  practice  in 
relation  to  the  concessions  of  land  in  Upper  Louisiana  was  to  return  the  proces  verbal  and  plat  and  con- 
cession to  the  party,  and  the  governor  below  had  no  other  means  of  knowing  to  whom  lands  had  been 
conceded.  Witness  saj's  he  recollects  one  instance  of  receiving  a  note  from  the  governor  below,  or  from 
the  intendant,  either  when  he  was  governor  here  or  at  New  Madrid,  desiring  to  know  whether  a  certain 
|)erson,  to  whom  he  (witness)  had  made  a  concession,  had  the  requisite  qualifications;  says  he  did  not 
consider  the  regulations  of  Morales  as  obligatory  upon  him,  but  that  if  any  person  had  made  application 
to  him  for  a  grant,  he  would  have  made  it  as  though  the  regulations  had  not  been  made.  He  says  the 
regulations  were  not  binding  on  him,  because  of  the  reasons  mentioned  in  the  objections  heretofore 
offered  in  evidence.  He  has  seen  several  ordinances  of  the  King  of  Spain  in  relation  to  the  granting 
of  lands,  but  he  does  not  recollect  the  date  of  them;  the  regulations  of  O'Reily  were  so  old  that  they 
were  not  regarded;  those  which  governed  witness  were  those  made  by  Carondelet.  When  he  went  to 
New  Madrid  to  command,  lie  found  the  regulations  of  Carondelet;  he  left  them  there  when  he  came  here 
to  connnand.  They  had  authority  only  in  Upper  Louisiana.  Those  regulations  authorized  the  granting 
of  lands  according  to  the  number  of  the  family  and  means,  and  according  to  the  object  in  view  in 
granting.  He  consulted  no  ordinances  of  the  King  for  his  duties,  but  the  orders  and  instructions  of  the 
governor,  which  were  authoritative  to  him.  He  was  likewise  governed  by  the  usage  and  customs  of  his 
predecessors.  The  quantity  was  not  limited  by  any  law  or  usage;  he  delivered  a  bundle  of  official 
letters  which  would  clear  up  many  things  here.  When  he  left  Orleans  to  take  command  at  Madrid, 
Carondelet  told  him  in  person  what  he  afterwards  wrote,  that  he  wanted  him  t<j  invite  inhabitants 
from  the  United  States,  not  hunters,  but  those  who  had  families  and  great  means.  Those  who  would 
make  settlements  and  bring  other  families,  to  grant  them  as  much  land  as  they  want.  While  here  as 
lieutenant  governor  he  received  the  same  instructions  from  Gaj'oso  in  writing.  He  was  commandant  at 
New  Madrid  from  the  year  1196  to  1799.  Those  papers,  with  others,  he  lost  at  Baton  Rouge,  on  the  revo- 
lution there.  There  was  no  other  record  of  concessions  escept  that  kept  by  Soulard,  who  was  obliged  to 
keep  such  book. 

The  government  below  were  aware  of  the  manner  in  which  Sonlard's  book  was  kept,  and  it  always 
received  the  greatest  approbation.  He  knows  this  by  report  generally,  by  what  Soulard  said  to  him,  and 
by  a  letter  received  by  Soulard.  A.  Livre  Terrein  was  kept  before  Soulard  was  appointed,  but  not  after. 
Those  instructions  which  he  received  from  Carondelet  were  written,  as  well  those  he  found  at  Natchez  as 
tiioso  he  received.  They  were  particular  to  him.  When  publicatitni  of  instructions  or  regulations  was  to 
be  made,  the  governor  directed  it,  and  the  manner.  All  the  instructions  which  were  official  which  he 
received  he  delivered  to  the  commissioners  at  New  Orleans.  The  instructions  of  Gayoso  were  otHcial, 
and  were  delivered  to  the  commissioners.  It  was  not  the  duty  of  the  lieutenant  governor  to  keep  any 
memorandum  of  concessions  made.  The  vacant  lands  were  seen,  and  those  who  had  gcjt  titles  were 
settled.  He  does  not  think  Soulard  rendered  any  account  of  the  official  acts  done  by  him.  He  believes 
Soulard  received  instructions  from  the  surveyor  general  as  to  the  manner  in  which  he  should  keep  his 
books.  But  the  surveyor  was  under  the  orders  of  the  lieutenant  governor.  The  surveyor  general  below 
had  his  district,  and  so  had  Soulard.  The  letter  of  the  surveyor  general  to  Soulard  was  rather  a  letter  of 
friendly  advice  than  of  instructions.  He,  the  witness,  never  received  any  commission  of  sub-delegate.  He 
declined  accepting  the  command  at  Pensacola,  because  the  duties  of  sub-delegate  were  attached  theretti, 
as  he  knew  nothing  about  those.  The  instructions  were  by  the  King  to  the  governor,  and  by  the  governor 
to  him.     He  did  not  know  the  instructions  to  the  governor  from  the  King. 

The  regulations  of  O'Reily,  Gayoso,  and  Morales  were  for  the  government  (jf  Ujiper  Louisiana,  and 
were  delivered  to  the  commissioners  at  New  Orleans.  He  means  by  the  word  usage,  the  practice  of  his 
predecessors,  because  they  were  based  u]ion  the  instructions.  He  may  have  added  something  to  the 
usage  of  his  predecessors,  according  to  his  instructions,  where  these  may  have  required  it.  He  never 
received  orders  to  discontinue  Livre  Terrein.  He  found  Mr.  Soulard  at  St  Louis,  as  survej'or,  and  knows 
nothing  of  Livre  Terrein.  He  thinks  he  delivered  over  every  public  document  which  was  necessary  or 
useful  to  the  citizens  of  this  country;  he  delivered  them  to  Major  Stoddart,  an  inventory  of  which  lie  gave 
to  Stoddart;  one  he  kept,  and  the  other  he  gave  to  the  commissioners,  Salcedo  and  Casa  Calvo.  He  took 
with  him  (inly  his  official  ]ia|iers  relative  to  his  responsibility  to  his  government.  He  took  no  book  with 
him,  nor  anything,  e.xcept  liis  official  instructions,  which  C(juld  relate  to  land  titles.  He  left  liere  March 
10,  1804,  and  remained  a  governor  two  years  at  Baton  Rouge,  u.itil  1810,  previous  to  which  time  he  was 
colonel  of  a  regiment.  In  granting  lands,  thej',  the  sub-delegates,  were  authorized  to  reward  gratuitous 
services,  secret,  military,  or  civil,  and  were  not  limited  as  to  (piantity,  because  generally  the  governor 
had  confidence  in  those  he  appointed,  and  because  it  was  in  virtue  nf  the  good  will  of  his  Majesty  towards 
his  subjects.  He  lirst  derived  intelligence  of  the  treaty  of  1803  from  Lewis  and  Clark  the  I'all  or  winter 
of  1803.  Santiago,  Rankin,  and  Madden  were  deputies  in  the  spring  of  1804.  He  does  not  know  whether 
he  made  any  concessions  after  the  treaty  of  cession  of  1803.  He  thinks  information  of  the  cessiim  to 
France  and  to  the  United  States  came  at  the  same  time. 

Fur  the  foregoing  evidence  and  the  docunients  therein  referred  to,  the  board  refer  to  exhibit  A, 
referred  to  by  James  II.  Peck,  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Missouri, 
in  his  answer  to  the  article  of  impeachment  preferred  against  hini  by  the  honorable  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States,  as  printed  by  order  of  the  Senate. 

Teslimoiiy  of  Frcmon  Ddauriere. 

Charh  s  Fnhnou  Delauriere  maketli  oath  and  saith  tliat  he  resided  at  St.  Genevieve  from  the  year  179(5 
nntil  late  in  the  year  1802;  that  he  occupied  the  office  of  recorder  (greffier)  at  that  post;  tiiat  in  that 
capacity  he  read   many  letters   addressed   by  the  governor  general.  Baron  of  Carondelet,  to   JI.  Frannii-s 


1-^34. j  FHIYATK    LAND    CLAIMS    IN    MlSSOllM  71;; 


Yalle.  cniiunaiiiluiit  ut'  Si.  f.ciivKivvc,  ami  tn  thv  ChcvaliVr  l)rliaiill  Di'Iii/jitcs,  roinniaiKlaiil  (if  New  i;,,ur- 
bon:  that  iu  those  letters  the  L?aroii  of  Carondeiel  i.artiruhirly  ivcoiniiieii.lcd  1o  Ihn.sc  two  ooiiiinaiahinls 
to  adopt  all  possible  means  of  peopliiin-  their  respective  districts,  by  attracting-  fon.io-ners  to  tiieni  hv  th" 
gratuitous  concessions  of  lands;  to  encourag-e  ag-riculture,  eslar>lislinients  .if  dairy  and  g-ra/.in--'  the 
making  of  salt,  raising  mineral,  and  erecting  ndlls,  liy  granting  lands  and  privil(--cs'ca!cnlanM!  f,,  bisure 
their  success.     That  he   also   recomnu'nded   to   said   conunamlants  to   induce,    if  possiM,.,  all   the   pnorer 

inhabitants  of  the  yillages  to  settle  on  the   lands  instead  of  living  in   indoloK'e  and   idleiiess;   t iyi>   to 

each  head  of  a  family  a  iiuantity  of  land  in  prop,irtion  to  the  number  of  persons  in  the  faniily ; 'Imd  to 
cacli  unmarried  man,  who  wished  to  mal^:e  a  settlenii'nt,  as  niucli  land  as  they  should  coiisi<ler  pnip'.rtioncd 
to  his  means.  That  this  deponent  was  employed  by  the  aforesaid  connnandants,  and  |iarticuhulv  iiv  the 
commandant  of  St.  Uenovieve,  to  persuade  the  inhabitants  of  the  difb.rcul  villages  to  make  those  si'ttle- 
ments;  that  the  deponent  himself  drew  no  for  them  a  great  innuber  (jf  their  peirtious  bir  e-r;!nls  of  land- 
that  a  considerable  number  of  those  inhabitants  availed  themselves  of  the  hiuudy  of  th<>  e-./yermiient,  souk' 
of  them  having  located  themselves  in  the  uei.e-hborhood  of  the  lead  mines;  .some  on  tlie  banks  of  the 
streams  or  rivers  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  (feneviove;  that  all  of  the  iidiabitants  did  not  locate.  This  de])o- 
nent  further  saith  that  when,  towards  the  end  of  the  year  180-2,  hi-  delivered  up  the  ollice  of  recorder,  at 
St.  Uenovieve,  to  Mr.  Francis  Valle,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  personally  to  tlie  deponent's  establish- 
ments on  Salt  river,  tliere  were  in  the  possession  of  this  deponent  about  Ibrty  concessions  of  hind  w-hich 
had  not  been  taken  out  of  his  ollice  by  their  respective  owners,  of  \vliom  some  were  old  inhabitants,  and 
others  ue^v  settlers,  comin.g  from  different  parts  of  the  T'nited  States  of  America.  This  deponent 'saith 
that,  at  that  time,  there  was  only  one  deputy  surveyor  f.jr  the  district  of  St.  (b-nevieve  and  of  New  liour- 
bon,  Madden  still  lives,  and  one  Ibr  the  district  of  Uape  (iirardean,  Mr.  Bartholomew  Cousin,  sinci-  deceased; 
that  the  deputy  surveyors  fir  the  remainder  of  the  province  of  Upper  Louisiana,  were  few  in  iiuudn-i-;  and 
that  the  expense,  difficulty,  and  danger  (jf  surveying  at  a  dist;iiice  from  the  posts  was  very  .n'reat;  that 
the  fee  payable  to  the  surveyor  was  four  ci.-uts  pi.-i-  arpeut,  e.\(-lusive  of  the  fee  to  the  ]iri;iciiial  surveyor 
for  the  plat  of  survey,  and  exclusive,  also,  of  the  wa.ges  and  supiNU't,  while  employed,  of  the  a.xemeii  and 
chain-carriers;  that  to  all  these  expenses  Avas  to  lie  added  that  of  travelling  and  choosing  the  lo(-ation- 
that,  in  few  instances,  the  value  of  the  land  at  that  day  was  ei[iial  to  the  expense  attemling  the  location 
and  survey;  that  money  was  very  scarce  in  the  province  at  that  date,  and  that  the  circulatin.g  medium  or 
currency  was  in  shaved  deer  skins;  that  very  few  of  the  grantees  were  moneyed  [lersons,  or  able,  conve- 
niently, to  pay  the  expenses  of  their  respective  locations;  that  this  de|ioiieiit,  in  the  year  1803,  resided  at 
Salt  river,  where  he  carried  on  his  salt-making  establislmient:  that  from  the  above  point  he  addressed 
letters  to  his  friends  and  acipiaintances,  as  well  at  St.  Louis  as  at  otiier  places,  informin.g  them  of  the  advan- 
tages which  the  surrounding  countrj-  for  thirty  or  fortj'iniles  around  presented ;  that  on  tiie  report  so  made 
b3'  this  deponent,  those  amon.gst  them  wdio  had  not  located  their  grants  became  desirous  of  locating  tiiem 
in  this  part  of  the  province;  that  some  of  them  came  in  persiin  to  this  deponent,  and  others  wrote  to  him  on 
the  subject;  that  this  deponent  showed  to  thein  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  eflect  their  locations  and 
surveys  unless  a  number  of  them  should  ,join  together  for  tliat  purpose;  that  the  Indians,  (sava,ges,) 
appeared  determined  to  oppose  and  prevent  all  white  settlements  in  that  part  of  the  country,  having  recently 
committed  several  murders;  that  at  the  salt  works  of  the  deiionent  they  had  massacred  three  men;  that 
thej-  had  burned  one  Bouvct  in  his  own  house,  and  had  killed  one  man  at  (Jap  aux  Gres,  and  several  other 
white  men  on  Cuivre  river;  that  this  deponent  informed  the  jiersons  who  consulted  him  that,  inasmuch  as 
there  existed  at  or  near  Salt  river  and  Cuivre  river  considerable  tracts  of  excellent  laud,  they  ought, 
several  of  them,  to  co-operate  in  their  locations,  so  as  to  include  some  of  those  tracts  sufficient  for  the  for- 
mation of  several  estaldisbments  contiguous  to  each  other;  that  they  would  then  be  enabled  to  effect  their 
surveys,  and  to  make  their  settlements,  by  aflbrdin.g  to  each  other  material  assistance  and  succor;  that  the 
difficulty  of  procuring  surveyors,  and  the  danger  from  the  Indians,  evidently  compelled  them  to  take  this 
course;  that  this  deponent  believes  that,  from  these  considerations,  the  surveys  of  various  large  tracts, 
including  a  number  of  grants  of  eight  hundred  arpents  each,  located  in  ci.inncxion  with  each  other,  were  made ; 
and  that,  if  such  a  mode  of  location  had  not  been  adopted,  but  very  few  surveys  could  have  lieen  etl'ecteil 
in  that  part  of  the  province.  This  deponent  further  saith  that  he  believes  that  if  there  had  been  a  sufficient 
number  of  competent  survej'ors,  and  if  the  difficulties,  dane-ers,  and  expenses  of  locating  had  not  been  so  .great, 
the  whole  of  the  concessions  issued  \)\  the  authorities  in  Upper  Louisiana  would  have  been  surveyed  previous 
to  the  10th  March,  1804,  the  date  of  "the  takin.g  possession  of  Upper  Louisiana  by  the  .government  of  the 
United  States.  Tliis  deponent  saith  that,  under  the  Spanish  government,  at  all  times  within  tlie  knowledge 
of  tlie  deponent,  and  wdiilst  he  was  an  officer  or  subject  of  the  Kiii.g  of  Spain,  previous  to  the  cession  oi' 
Louisiana  to  the  United  States,  grants  of  land,  whether  located  and  surveyed,  cjr  unloc.ited  or  unsurveyed, 
whether  spi-cial  or  general,  were  objects  of  sale,  transfer,  and  inheritance,  and  were  liable  to  be  seized  and 
sold  for  payment  of  debts  due  either  to  private  creditors  or  to  the  King  of  Spain;  that  the  unlocated  con- 
cessions were  often  more  valuable  than  those  actually  located  and  surveyed;  that  this  deponent,  froni  the 
opportunities  and  means  of  information  presented  to  him  in  his  office  (jf  recorder,  (greilier, )  at  St.  Genevieve, 
and  afterwards  of  deputy  surveyor,  he  considers  himself  well  (pialified  to  form  an  opinion  of  the  value  of 
lands  and  concessions,  at  that  date,  in  Upper  Louisiana. 

FREMOX  DELAURIERE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  befire  me,  Wilson  Prinim,  a  justice  of  the  peace  within  and  ibr  the  county  of 
St.  Louis,  this  eighteenth  day  of  N'ovemlier,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-three. 

WILSOX  ViiniM,  Ju^'lice  of  lli'^  J'ran',  St.  Loui^  L-nunhj^ 

A/h'^i  TfS'Xi's  le.-iirnuiii/. 

Albert  Tisoii  niaketh  oath  and  saith  that  he  has  been  an  inhabitant  of  this  country  since  1793,  when  he 
first  arrived  in  the  province  of  Upper  Louisiana;  that  he  is  well  accpuiiuted  with  all  that  relates  to  the  \-alue 
of  Dublic  land,  and  the  surveying  and  locating  of  concessions  tu-  grants  made  thereof  by  the  Spanish  ,gov- 
ernment  previous  to  the  lOtli  day  of  March,  1804;  that  the  expen.ses  and  difficulty  of  obtaining  surveys  of 
said  lands  were  very  great,  and 'that  in  few  instances  the  land  surveyed  was  worth  or  could  be  sold  for  tlie 
cost  of  survey  and  location;  that  the  expense  of  surveying  a  sipuire  league  was  at  least  between  live  and 
six  hundred  dollars,  without  taking  into  the  account  the  expense  of  choosing  the  location,  which  was  otten 
difficult,  and  even  'dang-erous;  that  the  number  of  practical  surveyors  was  very  small  in  tue  province  of 
Upper  Louisiana;  that,Vor  the  hrst  time,  in  170.3,  a  principal  surveyor  was  aiipointed  for  Upper  Louisiana, 
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namely,  Mr.  Antoine  Suulai'd;  that,  some  time  after,  deputy  isurveyors  were  appointed  for  different  districts, 
to  wit: Mr.  Story,  for  New  Madrid,  in  or  about  1198;  Mr.  James  Madden,  for  St.  Genevieve,  in  or  about 
ITJS-  Mr.  Bartliolomew  Cousin,  in  or  about  1799  or  1800,  for  New  Madrid;  Mr.  James  Mackay,  in  or  about 
the  year  1796  or  1797.  This  deponent  saitli  said  Mackay  was  also  commandant  of  the  post  of  St.  Andre  and 
St.  Charles,  and,  conseqTiently,  the  range  of  his  duty  as  dci)uty  surveyor  was  very  limited.  This  deponent 
saith  the  other  deputy  surveyors  were  appointed  at  intervals  between  1799  and  1803,  and  that  their  names 
were  as  follows:  James  Rankin,  H.  — .  Morison,  John  Ferry,  and  Fremon  Delauriere.  This  deponent  saith 
that  there  was  also  a  deputy  surveyor  named  Bouvet,  who  made  a  few  surveys  north  of  the  Missouri,  and 
who,  about  the  end  of  the  year  1802,  or  in  the  beginning-  of  the  year  1803,  was  taken  and  burnt  to  death 
by  tiie  Indians,  on  the  Salt  river,  in  the  county  now  called  Ralls  county,  in  the  State  of  Missouri.  This 
deponent  verily  believes  that  if  the  expense,  difficulty,  and  danger  of  surveying  previous  to  the  treaty  of 
cession  to  the  United  States,  on  the  10th  March,  1804,  had  not  been  so  great,  the  whole  of  the  grants  of 
land  made  by  the  Spaiush  government  would  have  been  located  and  surveyed.  This  deponent  saith  that, 
in  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of  surveyors  and  the  danger  and  difficulty  of  surveying,  a  party  was  obliged 
to  wait  sometimes  as  long  as  two  years  before  ho  could  have  his  survey  executed.  This  deponent  saith  that 
he  was  himself  driven  off  by  the  Indians  in  the  month  of  December,  1803,  while  endeavoring  to  effect  a  survey 
in  that  part  of  the  province  included  in  Pike  county,  and  in  the  neighborhood  of  Salt  river.  This  deponent 
saith  that  he  lived  in  the  family  of  Lieutenant  Governor  Zenon  Trudeau  during  two  years  and  half,  and 
was  attached  to  the  administration  of  Lieutenant  Governor  Delassus  from  the  commencement  to  the  end 
of  his  government  in  Upper  Louisiana.  That  this  deponent  knows,  from  his  own  personal  knowledge,  that 
it  was  the  custom  of  those  lieutenant  governors  to  date  their  concessions  of  laud  on  the  day  of  the  date  of 
the  petition,  or  the  day  or  two  after  said  date,  although  in  many  cases  the  petitions  had  been  dated  and 
presented  as  far  as  two  years  or  more  previous  to  the  issuing  of  the  concession;  that,  in  general,  the 
lieutenant  governor,  Don  Zenon  Trudeau,  wrote  his  grants  himself,  and  that,  in  general,  the  grants  signed 
by  Lieutenant  Governor  Delassus  were  written  by  the  principal  survej'or,  Antoine  Soulard,  or  by  other 
persons  authorized  to  draw  them  up. 

ALBERT  TISON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  mc  this  nineteenth  day  of  November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-three. 

PETER  FERGUSON,  JiiMce  ofthe  Peace,  county  of  St.  LouU. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Fremon  Delauriere  to  Antoine  Soulard,  dated  Saline,  February  1.5,  1806. 

My  Dear  Soulard:  I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  send  you  the  returns  of  the  surveys  I  have 
made.  I  start  to-morrow  to  fiuish  what  remains,  in  spite  of  the  alarms  caused  now  and  then  by  the  Indians; 
but  at  all  events  we  shall  be  five  men,  well  armed,  and  I  hope  that  we  shall  not  be  taken  so  unawares  that 
we  cannot  defend  ourselves;  besides,  it  must  be  done,  Indians  or  no  Indians.     In  places  so  remote,  and 

without  direct  communication  with  the  settlements,  I  do  not  know  when  I  shall  be  able [Here  the 

paper  is  torn  off  and  missing.] 

yet  about  eight  days'  work,  and  it  would  be  already  done  if  I  had  not  been  obliged  to  come  back  on  account 
of  the  Indians  the  first  time  I  went  to  survey  the  Bay  de  Charles.  By  this  same  opportunity  I  write  to 
Labeaurne  to  send  me  a  boat.  If  there  is  anything  new  in  your  quarter,  let  nie  know  by  that  opportunity; 
you  will  confer  an  obligation  on  one  who  is  always  your  friend  and  faithful  deputy. 

FREMON  DELAURIERE. 

Charles  Fremon  Belauriere's  testimony  in  the  case  of  Frangois  Saucier. 

Charles  Frdmon  Delauriere,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  survey  already  produced  is  one  of  those 
included  among  the  surveys  mentioned  in  the  above  letter;  that  the  survey  was  executed  at  the  time  it 
bears  date;  that  there  was  great  difficulty  and  danger  in  executing  surveys;  that  he  was  twice  repulsed 
by  the  Indians,  and  that  the  third  time  he  went  np  he  could  not  execute  several  of  the  surveys,  being 
prevented  by  Indians  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  nations,  although  he  and  his  companions  were  well  armed;  that 
surveyors  were  very  scarce,  and  it  was  difficult  to  procure  any  one  to  take  a  survey;  that  there  was  not 
half  the  number  of  surveyors  necessary  to  execute  the  surveys  that  were  then  to  be  made. 


Testimony  of  Colonel  Baptiste  Voile  in  the  case  of  Marie  Louise  Voile  Villars. 

St.  Genevieve,  Missouri,  October  23,  1832. 

Colonel  Baptiste  Yallu,  senior,  personally  appeared  before  Lewis  F.  Linn,  one  of  the  commissioners 
appointed  finally  to  settle  and  adjust  the  land  claims  in  Missouri,  and  authorized  by  the  commissioners  to 
receive  testimony  in  this  behalf.  Said  Valle,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  said  that  he  knew  of  a 
concession  to  Marie  Louise  Villars  for  seven  thousand  and  fifty-six  arpcnts  of  land  on  the  waters  of  the 
Saline;  that  he  knew  of  the  intendant  or  governor  of  Lower  Louisiana  sending  up  instructions  to  the 
lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Louisiana  directing  that  the  survey  of  Peyrouse  should  be  run  in  such  a  way 
as  to  respect  the  concessions  of  Marie  Louise  Villars  and  Fran9ois  Vall(5;  that  said  concessions  were  given 
to  the  Rev.  James  Maxwell,  vicar  of  Upper  Louisiana,  to  take  to  New  Orleans  for  the  purpose  of  being 
laid  before  the  intendant;  that  he  understood  and  believes  that  they  were  either  lost  by  the  "aid  Maxwell 
or  left  in  some  of  the  offices  for  confirmation. 

Question  by  the  commissioner.  Do  you  know  or  believe  that  these  concessions  were  antedated  ? 

Aiiswer.  No. 

Question  by  the  commissioner.  Have  you  any  knowledge  or  reason  to  believe  that  any  Spanish  or 
French  concessions  were  antedated  ? 


1834.]  PRIVATE   LAND   CLAIMS   IN   MISSOURI.  715 


Answer.  No;  for  when  I  was  in  New  Orleans,  ilurina,-  the  existenee  nf  tlio  Spanish  ;;-ovcrnm.'iit,  Ihr 
Baron  de  (Jarondelet  told  nie  that  it' I  wanted  any  himls  in  Upper  Louisiaiiu  lo  make  out  a  list,  aui'l  \\r 
would  grant  them. 

(Jio'sliou  by  the  commiKsioiuT.  Whilst  yon  were  at  New  Orleans,  in  your  conversations  with  the  Harmi 
de  Carondelet  did  yim  nnderstaiid  I'rmn  him  that  the  power  to  g-rant  lands  liy  the  snl)-dele<j,-ates  was  dcni.Ml '! 

Ansiirr.   No;  on  the  contrary,  when  he  pressed  me  to  accept  lands  for  iiiysidl'  and  lamilv.  1    iidormcd 
hini  that  the  sub-delegates  had  given  uio  a'ud  my  family  grants  of  land;  to  which  he  repli<'d,""  if  yon 
not  enough,  ask  for  more." 


Iiavo 
J.  BTK.  VALLK. 


Sworn  to  and  subscribed  the  day  and  year  lirst  above  written,  before  L.  F.  Linn,  land  commissioner. 

L.  F.  LINN. 


No.  I. — Gabriel  Cerkk,  claiming  800  aqxnls  of  land. 

To  the  Liculenant  Governor  (if  Illinois: 

Sir:  Gabriel  Cerre,  merchant  of  this  town  of  St.  Louis,  appears  lieforc  you,  and  says  that  being  desirous 
to  establish  a  stock  farm  at  the  saline  of  ^[aramcc,  which  is  situated  at  about  seven  leagues  fronl  this  said 
town,  on  the  north  bank  of  the  above-mentioned  river,  therefore  he  Innnbiy  prays  that  you  will  condescend 
to  grant  to  him  the  quantity  of  land  which  it  is  customary  to  grant  ti>  those  who  wish  to  establish  stock 
farms  in  this  province,  and  that  the  tract  which  he  solicits  for  shall  have  its  princijial  front  on  the  aforesaid 
bank  of  said  river,  and  the  direction  of  its  depth  from  the  river  to  the  hills  of  said  saline;  favor  which  he 
Lopes  to  deserve  of  you. 

CERRE. 

St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  October  10,  1782. 


Bon  Francisco  Cruzat,  lieutenant  colonel  of  infantry,  comtnamlant  and  lieutenant  gowrnor  of  the  western  part 

of  Illinois  and  its  dit<tricts  : 

Cognizance  being  taken  of  the  foregoing  memorial,  presented  by  Don  Gabriel  Cerre,  an  inhabitant  of 
this  town  of  St.  Louis,  dated  October  10  of  this  present  year,  I  have  conceded  to  the  said  Gabriel  Cerre, 
as  a  property  belonging  to  him,  his  heirs,  or  assigivs,  a  tract  of  land,  of  eight  arpents  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  at  the  saline  of  the  river  Maramec,  situated  at  about  seven  leagues  from  this  said  town,  on  the 
north  bank  of  the  aforesaid  river,  having  its  first  front  on  the  bank  of  said  river,  and  the  direction  of  its 
depth  to  the  hills  of  the  aforesaid  saline,  tliat  he  may  thereon  establish  the  stock  farm  he  solicits  for,  in 
the  space  of  three  years;  and,  in  ease  he  does  not  do  it,  said  tract  to  remain  incorporated  to  the  royal 
domain,  and  also,  at  all  times,  to  be  subject  to  the  public  charges  and  others  which  it  may  please  his 
Majesty  to  impose. 

Given  in  St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  October  12,  1782. 

FRANCISCO  CRUZAT. 


To   Don  Zenon    Trudeau,  lieutenant  colonel  by  brevet,  captain  of  the  .staiionan/  regiment  of  Louisiana,  and 

commandant  of  the  western  part  of  Illinois: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  humbly  to  represent  to  you  that,  having  obtained  from  Mr.  Francisco  Cruzat 
(as  is  obvious  by  the  title  here  annexed)  a  concession  for  eight  arpents  front  by  forty  in  depth,  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  Maramec,  and  having  improved  with  success  a  saline  that  is  thereon,  having  raised  a 
great  quantity  of  cattle  and  considerable  crops,  and  not  having  been  able  at  the  time  to  have  my  bound- 
aries fi.xcd,  as  there  was  no  surveyor,  and  now  being  desirous  to  have  these  things  regulated,  to  avoid  all 
difficulties  which  might  take  place  henceforward,  may  it  please  you  to  order  the  survej-or  of  the  govern- 
ment to  f\K  my  boundaries,  and  to  deliver  to  me  his  certiticate  of  survey.  Having  made  a  mature 
examination  of  the  localities,  I  humbly  pray  also  that  you  will  grant  to  me  twelve  arpents  more  in  front, 
which  will  make  twenty  arpents,  and  "permit  me  to  take  my  depth  of  forty  arpents  in  following  the  C(nirse 
of  the  said  river  Maramec,  as,  at  a  distance  from  said  river,  the  said  lands  are  uninhabitable;  and  I  do 
assure  you  that  in  this  way  it  will  carry  prejudice  to  no  one.  Your  petitioner  will  observe  to- you  that,  at 
this  present  moment,  he  has  on  said  farm  upwards  of  eighty  horned  cattle,  a  farmer,  two  negroes,  and 
hired  men  who  work  there  daily;  he  dares  hope  that,  owing  to  .your  wishes  to  help  industry,  j-ou  will 
grant  to  him  wliat  he  solicits;  favor  which  he  expects  of  your  justice. 

CERRE. 

St.  Lons,  January  10,  1798. 

The  surveyor  of  this  jurisdiction  will  set  boundaries  to  the  land  of  the  petitioner  inthe  same  form 
as  it  is  granted  to  him  by  ids  title,  and  will  add  to  it  the  twelve  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth  which 
he  asks  for  to  enlarge  his  farm,  as  it  is  obvious  to  me  that  they  belong  yet  to  the  King's  domain,  and  for 
which  the  petitioner  shall  have  to  solicit  the  concession  from  the  governor  general,  as  soon  as  said  surveyor 
shall  have  delivered  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey. 

ZENON  TRUDEAU. 

A  true  translation. 
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No. 

Name  of  original 
claimant . 

Quantity, 
ill  arpents. 

Nature  and  date. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and  situation. 

1 

Gabriel  Cerre.by 
Pascal  L.  Cer- 
y6,  as  devisee. 

80(3 

Two  concess'iis, 
one  dated  Oct 0- 
l.or    12,    1782, 
the  other  Jan- 
nary  10,  1798. 

F.  Cruzat  and  Z. 
Trudeau. 

James  Eankin,  February  27,  1806, 
and  certified  by  Ant.  Soulard, 
same  date.     On  tlie   Maramec, 
district  of  St.  Louis. 

Evidence  idth  reference  to  the  minutes  and  records. 

Aur/ust  30,  180G. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B. 
Penrose,  and  James  L.  Donaldson,  csqs. 

Pascal  Ccrre,  as  devisee  of  Gabriel  Ccrre,  claiming  eight  hundred  arpents  of  land  situate  on  the 
Maramec,  district  of  St.  Louis,  produces  a  duly  registered  concession  from  Pranqois  Cruzat  for  eigbt  by 
forty  arpents,  dated  October  12,  1802,  (1782,)  together  with  an  order  of  survey  for  the  same,  with  an 
addition  of  twelve  bj'  forty  arpents,  to  be  included  in  the  same  survey,  said  order  dated  January  10,  1798, 
and  signed  Zenon  Trudeau. 

Auguste  Chouteau,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  said  Gabriel  Cerre  settled  the  said  tract  of  land 
in  the  year  1782,  and  that  the  same  has  been  actually  inhabited  and  cultivated  to  this  day.  The  board 
confirm  to  the  said  claimant  the  said  tract  of  eight  hundred  arpents,  as  per  the  said  concessions. — (See 
minutes  No.  1,  pages  512,  514,  and  515.  ) 

Friday,  Decen\lier  27,  1811. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penro.se,  and 
Frederick  Bates,  commissioners. 

Pascal  Cerre,  devisee  of  Gabriel  Cerre,  claiming  eight  hundred  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  1,  page 
514.)  Concession  from  Cruzat,  dated  October  12,  1782.  It  is  the  opinion  of  Clement  B.  Penrose  that  this 
claim  ought  to  be  confirmed.  It  is  the  opinion  of  John  B.  C.  Lucas  that  eight  by  forty  arpents  ought  to 
he  confirmed     Frederick  Bates  forbears  giving  an  opinion. — (.See  minutes  No.  5,  pages  540,  544,  and  545.) 

Octoljer  5,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  Lewis  F.  Linn  and  F.  Pi.  Conway, 
commissioners. 

Pascal  Cerre,  claiming,  as  devisee,  of  Gabriel  Cerre,  eight  hundred  arpents  of  land  situate  on  the 
Maramec,  district  of  St.  Louis. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  514,  and  book  No.  5,  page  544.) 

The  two  original  concessions  being  produced,  (see  Livre  Terrein,  No.  4,  page  6,)  one  bearing  date 
the  12th  of  October,  1782,  signed  by  Francisco  Cruzat,  the  other  on  the  10th  of  January,  1798,  signed  by 
Zenon  Trudeau  ;  was  also  produced  a  paper  purporting  to  be  the  survey  of  the  same,  signed  by  James 
Eaukin,  deputy  surveyor,  and  by  Autoiue  Soulard,  surveyor  general. — (See  book  A,  pages  532  and  533.) 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  having  been  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  the  first  petition  is  the  handwriting 
of  Gabriel  Cerre,  and  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  the  handwriting  of  Francisco  Cruzat;  that  the 
signature  to  the  second  petition  is  the  handwriting  of  the  said  Gabriel  Cerre,  and  the  signature  to  the 
decree  of  concession  is  tlie  handwriting  of  Zenon  Trudeau;  that  the  signatures  to  the  aforesaid  surveys 
arc  the  handwriting  of  the  said  James  Rankin  and  Antoino  Soulard. 

October  31,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjouinment.  Present:  L  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Gabriel  Cerre,  claiming  800  arpents  of  land,  (see  page  2  of  this  book.)     The  board  are  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  this  c '   " 
to  tlie  concession.- 


laim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  said  Gabriel  Cerre, 
—(See  book  No.  (i,  page  28(i.) 


his  legal  rejiresentatives,  according 


L.  F. 
F.  R. 
A.  G. 


LINN. 

CONWAY. 

HARRISON. 


No. 


-Pascal  Cerru's  petition  and  concession. 


To  Lh)a  Charles  Dehaidt  Delassus,  lieutenant  colonel,  attached  to  the  stationanj  regiment  of  Louisiana,  and 
lieutenant  governor  of  the  xqjper  iMrt  of  the  same ijrovince : 

Pascal  Leon  Cerre,  sub-lieutenant  of  militia,  father  of  a  family,  and  owner  of  several  slaves,  has  the 
honor  of  representing  to  you  that,  having  obtained  yet  no  concessions,  he  would  desire  to  enjoy  the  same 
favor  as  all  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  country,  and  participate  to  the  bounties  which  liis  Majestj'  difl'uses 
with  generosity  amongst  all  his  subjects;  consequently,  and  as  owner  of  a  great  quantity  of  cattle,  he 
would  wish  to  establish  a  considerable  stock  farm,  distant  enough  from  our  settlements  not  to  give  um- 
brage to  anybody.  To  obtain  his  object  he  has  the  honor  humbly  to  pray  that  you  will  have  the  goodness 
to  grant  to  him,  in  full  property,  a  league  square  of  land  in  superficie,  or  seven  thousand  and  fifty-six 
arpents,  to  be  taken  in  two  different  places,  situated  as  follows:  the  half  of  said  quantity,  or  three  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  twenty-eight  arpents,  to  be  taken  at  the  place  commonlj'  known  by  the  name  of  the 
great  source  of  the  river  Maramec,  at  about  three  hundred  miles  from  its  mouth,  so  as  to  include  the  said 
sources;  the  other  half,  or  three  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-eight  arpents,  at  some  distance  from 
the  first,  at  the  upper  part  of  the  headwaters  of  the  Gasconade,  and  of  those  of  the  fork  of  the  Maramec, 
known  by  the  name  of  La  Bourbeuse  (Muddy.)  The  said  tracts  of  land  being  only  fit  for  the  establish- 
ments projected  by  your  jjotitioner,  who  hojjes  liis  fidelity,  and  that  of  all  his  family,  to  the  government, 
will  lie  titles,  in  your  opinion,  which  will  contribute  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  favor  whicli  he  hopes  to  ol)tain 
of  your  goodness  and  justice. 

St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  November  5,  1799. 

P.  L.  CERRE. 

A  true  translatiou.  '  JULIUS  DE  MUN. 
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Sr  Ijdiirf  nv  Illinois,  A'nrnnJiif  S,  171)9. 
A\  lirriMs  Ihe  potitidiicrisoiKM.r  tlicninsl  aiiciont  iiiluiliituiits  nf  this  (■..iiiitry,  whose  kiidwu  (■(iiicliict  and 
personal  qnalitics  are  rccommciuhil>lc,  and  bciug- convinced  df  tlie  tiuth  of  what' he  exposes  in  Ins  pc^lilion,  1 
do  g-rant  to  the  petitioner  the  hind  which  he  solicil.s;  and  as  it  issilualed  in  a  deseit  wheie  there  is  no  si'l- 
tlenient,  and  at  a  considerable  distance  from  this  town,  he  is  not  compelled  to  have  it  sui\'eNed  iinme(liafel  y, 
but  as  soon  as  some  one  settles  on  said  place,  in  which  case  he  must  have  it  sinviyed  without  delay;  aiiii 
Don  Antonio  Sonlard,  surveyor  .u-eneral  of  this  Upper  Louisiana,  \\ill  take  cog-in/.auce  of  this  title  for  his  (.\vu 
iiitellig-ence  and  g-overnment  in  the  part  which  concerns  him,  so  as  to  enable'lhe  interested,  .after  the  survey 
is  executed,   to  solicit  the  title  in  due  form  from  Wu-  iiiteiidant  g-eneral  of  llies(-  provinces  of  Ijonisiana 

CAIIUOS  DKIIAUI/f  Dl'UASSUS. 

Registered  by  order  of  the  lieutenant  govenior,  pages  lo  and  Kiol'book  No.  1 ,  id' titles  of  cdncessions. 

SOl'LARI). 


Xinv  Oi;lf..\ns,  Jpri/  25,  nilg. 

Sir:  Wmr  letter  of  the  "tli  of  last  March  has  been  delivered  to  me.  A'es,  sir,  it  is  with  pleasuie  that 
I  have  learnt  by  the  letter  which  you  have  written  to  Mr.  Zenon  Trudeau  on  the  subject  of  your  journey 
to  Canada,  which  letter  has  been  forwarded  to  me,  that  you  had  returned  to  St.  Louis.  Xo  one  better  than 
myself  can  feid  how  numy  inconveniences  you  must  have  experienced  in  this  journey,  and  how  many  difli- 
cultics  you  liad  to  surmount,  and  that  it  rcipiired  nothing  less  than  your  intellig(un'e  and  knowledge,  your 
activity',  firmnes.s,  and  courage,  to  extricate  you  fnim  the  embarrassments  into  which  your  zeal  for  the 
service  of  the  King,  and  your  attachment  t(j  our  government,  preciintated  you. 

Penetrated  with  this  conviction,  and  knowing  how  to  appreciate  3-our  merit,  your  uncommon  disin- 
terestedness, and  the  services  wdiicb  you  have  rendered,  and  wliicli,  I  am  persuaded,  you  will  always  be 
disposed  to  render  t(3  the  King,  you  will  find  me  at  all  times  ready  to  seize  the  occasion  of  testifying  t(j 
you  liow  much  I  do  desire  to  be  of  some  utility  to  you,  and  making-  it  available  iu  case  of  need. 

With  respect  to  the  aflair  between  j-ou  and  Mr.  Lorimier,  of  which  a  statement  lias  been  submit teil  to 
me  by  Mr.  Zenon  Trudeau,  it  is  with  very  sensible  pain  that  I  see  m.yself  compelled  to  announce  to  you 
that  my  judgment  upon  it  will  not  be,  perhaps,  exactly  conformaVile  to  your  wishes.  The  immutable  prin- 
ciples of  justice,  whatever  may  be  the  interest  I  take  iu  you  in  my  inward  thoughts,  does  not  yiermit  me 
to  pronounce  a  decision  diflerent  from  that  which  will  be  officially  communicated  to  you  by  the  lieutenant 
governor,  Don  Zenon  Trudeau.  A'ou  have  too  sound  an  understanding,  and  too  much  discernment,  not  to 
comprehend  that  a  public  man  ought  never  to  sufler  his  affections  or  his  feelings  of  private  friendship  to 
make  hinr  deviate  from  the  path  which  his  reason  pt)ints  to  him  as  that  of  eiiuity  and  impartiality.  On 
all  other  occasions  put  my  friendship  to  the  test,  and  reckon  on  the  attachment  of  him  who  has  thehoniu- 
to  be,  with  all  the  consideration  which  is  due  to  you  on  so  many  accounts. 
Sir,  your  very  liumfile  and  very  ofiedient  servant, 

-MANUEL  G.VA'OSO  DE  LEMOS. 

Monsieur  G.\np.iKL  (Jeure. 

A  true  translation.  JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 


Naiuf  of  orijAinal 
claimant. 


Pascal  L.  Cerri 


ijiiautity.      Nature  and  date  uf 
n   arpcuts.i  claim. 


7,  Or>(j     Concessii.ui  dated 
I     the  8tli  Novem- 
ber, 1799. 


r>}'  whum  yrantid 


Charles  Dehault 
Delassus. 


P.y  wliom  turvcyoi-l,  ilate,  and  .'situation. 


To  be  survejed  in  two  parts  or 
halves,  the  one  on  the  Big  Si)ring- 
of  the  river  Maramec,  so  as  to  in- 
clude said  spring,  and  the  other 
at  the  fall  of  the  forks  of  the 
( iasconade  and  those  of  the  ^lar- 
ainec,  called  the  JIuddj-. 


Evidoicc  tcilh  rrfercnre  to  thr  minii/r:^  and  n'coril-<. 

Sqitembcr  15.  1S0(!.— I'asi'al  L.  Cerrc,  claimiug  a  tract  of  a  league  square,  to  be  surveyed  in  two  parts 
or  halves,  the  one  on  the  Rig  Spring  of  the  river  Maramec,  so  as  to  include  said  spring,  and  the  other  at 
the  fall  of  the  forks  of  the  Gasconade  and  those  of  the  Maramec,  called  the  :Muddy,  produces  a  concession 
from  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  the  8th  November,  1799. 

Anthony  Soulard,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  wnde  the  af)resaid  concession  or  decree  of  the 
lieutenant  governor,  but  does  uot  recollect  if  it  was  issued  at  the  time  it  bears  date;  that  a  letter  was 
addressed  to  Gabriel  Cerre,  tlie  father  of  claimant,  by  the  governor  general,  Gayoso  do  Lemos,  dated  .Vpril 
25,  1798,  "wherein  he  acknowledges  the  many  services  he  has  rendered  to  goveniment,  and^  his  clanu  to 
the  generosity  of  the  same;"  that 'the  lieutenant  governor,  on  seeing  said  letter,  impiired  of  him  in  what 
manner  he  might  reward  him;  that  the  said  Ciabriel  Cerre  replied  that  ho  was  already  advanced  in  years, 
and  did  not  want  for  lands,  having  already  a  sufficiency  of  the  same,  but  recommended  his  son,  the 
claimant,  wdio  had  not  then  received  any  grant  for  land,  to  the  bounty  of  government;  and  further,  that 
said  claimant  was,  in  the  year  1798,  the*  head  of  a  family. — (Sec  minutes  No.  2,  pages  30  and  31.) 

Tltiiivtliii/,  SciAciidicr  28,  1810.— Board  met.  Present:  Jolm  B.  C.  Lucas  and  Clement  B.  Penrose,  com- 
missioners. 'Pascal  L.  Cerre,  claiming-  one  league  square  of  land.— (See  book  No.  2,  page  30.)  It  is  the 
opinion  of  this  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  4.  pages  510  and  517.) 

Odoher  5,  1832.— The  board  met.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn  and  F.  R.  Conway.  Pascal  L.  Cerre,  clainiiug 
a  tract  of  land  of  a  league  s(iuare,  to  be  surveyed,  cV'C— (See  bo(d<  Xo.  2,  page  30;  book  No.  4,  page  510; 
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record  book  B,  pages  512  and  513.)  M.  P.  Lc  Due,  being  dulj'  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  the 
petition  is  the  handwriting  of  the  chximant,  and  tliat  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  the  handwriting 
of  Carlos  Dehanlt  Delassus. 

Tlje  claimant  also  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  letter  from  Gayoso  de  Lemos,  late 
governor  of  Louisiana,  bearing  date  the  25th  day  of  April,  1798.  M.  P.  Le  Due  saith  that  the  signature 
to  the  said  letter  is  the  handwriting  of  said  Gayoso  de  Lemos. — (See  book  No.  G,  page  3.) 

October  31,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison  and 
P.  R.  Conway,  commissioners.  Pascal  L.  Cerre,  claiming  7,056  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  3  of  this  book.) 
The  board  are  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  said  Pascal  L.  Cerrd, 
or  to  his  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession.— (See  book  No.  6,  page  287.) 

L.  P.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 


No.  3. — James  Mackay,  claiming  30,000  arpents. 

To  Don   GharJeg  DehauU  Delassus,  lieutenant  colonel,  attached  to  the  stationary  recjiment  of  Louisiana,  and 
lieutenant  governor  of  the  upper  part  of  said  province: 

James  Macka}',  captain  commandant  of  the  settlement  of  St.  Andre,  of  Missouri,  has  the  honor  to 
represent  that  during  the  years  1795  and  1796  he  made  (in  consequence  of  the  commission  sent  to  him  to 
this  effect,  by  his  excellency  the  Baron  de  Carondelot,  governor  general  of  these  provinces,  which  docu- 
ment is  here  annexed)  a  voyage  of  discovery  to  the  upper  and  unknown  parts  of  Missouri,  from  which 
voyage  he  has  brought  memoirs,  and  particularly  a  map,  such  as  never  appeared  before  of  this  unknown 
part  of  the  world;  which  papers  he  has  himself  delivered  to  his  excellency  Don  Manuel  Gayoso  de  Lemos, 
governor  general  of  these  provinces,  who,  in  consequence  of  his  services,  has  granted  to  him  the  rank  he 
holds  now,  and  that  of  commandant  of  St.  Andre,  with  the  permission  to  make  choice  of  a  considerable 
quantity  of  land  in  this  Upper  Louisiana,  and  the  assurance,  as  a  reward  for  his  services,  that  he  should 
be  proposed  to  the  King  for  a  grade  in  the  armj';  this  could  not  be  effected  on  account  of  the  war. 
Therefore,  your  petitioner  being  willing  to  establish  himself,  and  not  having  enjoyed  any  of  the  favors 
which  have  been  promised  to  him,  commandant,  with  a  very  small  salary,  of  a  settlement  which  gives 
him  a  great  deal  of  occupations,  he  hopes  of  your  justice  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  grant  to  him,  in  full 
property  for  the  establishment  of  farms,  and  considerable  stock  farms,  thirty  thousand  arpents  of  land,  in 
superficie,  to  be  taken  on  the  vacant  lands  of  his  Majesty's  domain,  in  one  or  several  parts,  at  his  choice. 
The  distance  of  said  lands  from  the  settlements,  and  their  known  little  value,  arc  reasons  which  will 
lessen,  in  your  opinion,  the  importance  of  the  favor  which  your  petitioner  expects  of  your  justice,  which 
favor  cannot  give  liim  anj'  hopes  of  utility  but  at  a  very  remote  time.  Full  of  confidence  in  the  infor- 
mations which  must  have  been  given  to  you  upon  his  services  and  conduct,  by  his  excellency  the  governor 
general  of  those  provinces,  and  by  your  predecessor,  Don  Zenon  Trudeau,  to  whom  your  petitioner  has 
delayed,  by  divers  reasons,  to  submit  his  demand,  he  hopes  to  obtain  the  fulfilment  of  it,  of  your  equity 
and  justice. 

JAMES  MACKAY. 

St.  Louis,  October  12,  1799. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  October  13,  1799. 
Cognizance  being  taken  of  the  foregoing  petition  presented  by  the  captain  of  mounted  dragoons  of 
militia,  James  Mackay,  commandant  of  the  settlement  of  St.  Andre  of  this  dependency;  being  well  satis- 
fied of  the  truth  of  what  he  advances,  and  due  regard  being  paid  to  the  respectable  recommendations 
which  have  been  made  to  me  of  this  officer  by  Don  Manuel  Gayoso  de  Lemos,  ex-governor  general  of  these 
provinces,  and  by  my  predecessor,  Don  Zenon  Trudeau,  I  do  grant,  as  a  reward  for  his  good  services,  for 
him,  his  heirs,  or  others  that  may  represent  his  right,  the  land  which  he  solicits,  if  it  is  not  prejudicial  to 
any  person;  and  the  surveyor,  Don  Ant.  Soulard,  shall  put  the  petitioner  in  possession  of  the  quantity  of 
land  which  he  asks  for  in  different  (various)  parts  of  the  royal  domain;  and  when  this  is  done,  he  shall 
draw  a  plat  which  he  shall  deliver  to  the  party,  with  his  certificate,  that  said  party  may  use  it  to  obtain 
the  concession  and  title  in  due  form  from  the  intendant  general,  to  whom  alone  corresponds,  by  royal 
order,  the  distributing  and  granting  of  all  classes  of  lands  belonging  to  the  royal  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 


Don  Ant.  Soidard,  surveyor  general  of  Upper  Louisiana. 

I  do  certify  that  on  the  25th  of  May,  of  last  year,  (in  consequence  of  the  decree  here  annexed  of  the 
lieutenant  governor  and  sub-delegate  of  the  fiscal  department,  Don  C  B.  Delassus,  dated  October  13,  1799,) 
I  have  transported  myself  on  the  land  of  James  Mackaj%  to  survey  it,  according  to  his  petition,  for  30,000 
arpents  of  land,  of  which  quantity  I  have  only  measured  13,835  arpents,  described  in  the  above  figurative 
plat,  the  interested  party  having  desired  it  so,  reserving  to  himself  the  right  (as  it  is  mentioned  in  his  petition 
and  ordered  by  a  superior  decree  of  the  lieutenant  governor)  to  choose  the  complement  of  his  concession, 
in  one  or  more  parts,  in  the  vacant  lands  of  the  royal  domain;  which  measurement  has  been  executed  in 
presence  of  the  proprietor  and  bordering  neighbors,  with  the  perch  of  Paris,  of  eighteen  feet  in  length,  as 
it  is  customary  in  this  province  of  Louisiana,  and  without  paying  attention  to  the  variation  of  the  needle, 
which  is  7°  30'  E.,  as  is  evident  by  the  above  figurative  plat."  This  land  is  situated  at  about  six  miles 
west  of  the  river  Jlississippi,  eighteen  to  the  northwest  of  St.  Charles,  and  fifteen  from  the  river  Missouri, 
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bounded  as  Ibllows:  to  the  north  and  cast,  by  vacant  lands  of  tlic.  iMyal  domuiii;  west,  l)y  lands  uf  C.  I). 
Dclassus;  and  south,  by  lands  of  Adam  Sonialt  ami  vacant  lands  nV  the  royal  duniain."  In  testimony 
whereof,  I  have  s'iven  him  the  presiMit,  with  the  li,|^-urative  |ilat  licn^  ah.ivc"  in  wliich  arc  indicaird  the 
dimensions,  and  the  natural  and  artificial  Imuiids  which  surnuind  said  land. 

ANTUXIO  SOULAIM). 

St.  Lons  of  Illinois,  March  S,  1802. 


New   Orleans,   J%  20,  IIOO. 

Sik:  It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  have  received  your  letter,  to  which  I  should  like  to  answer  more 
at  large,  but  I  find  myself  so  much  overburdened  with  business  that  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  entertain 
myself  with  you  as  long  a.s  I  would  wish;  but  a  Iroat  has  just  arrivi;d  to-day,  which  is  to  start  back  next 
week,  and  by  it  I  shall  write  to  you. 

I  see  with  pleasure  the  arrangements  you  have  taken,  opening  roads  and  establishing  good  regula- 
tions of  military  and  civil  police,  in  the  view  of  aggrandizing  your  i)ost. 

By  this  opportunity  1  i)articuhirly  recommend  you  to  Mr.  Delassus. 

Poor  Evans  is  very  ill;  between  us,  I  have  j)erccived  that  he  deranged  himself  when  out  of  my  sight, 
but  I  have  perceived  it  too  late;  the  strength  nf  liipior  has  deranged  his  head;  he  has  been  (lut  of  his 
senses  for  several  days,  but,  with  care,  he  is  doing  better,  and  1  hope  he  will  get  well  enough  tn  be  able 
to  send  him  to  his  country.  I  have  proposed  to  court  a  very  important  project,  in  which  you  shall  be 
employed. 

Be  assured  that  I  am  attached  to  you,  and  that  I  will  not  forget  you. 
I  am,  with  esteem,  your  very  humble  servant, 

MANUEL  GAYOSO  DE  LEMOS. 

Monsieur  J.\mes  M.^ck.w. 


My  De.ir  Mack.w:  Mr.  Jones,  bearer  of  this,  has  come  to  mj-  house  b_y  chance,  an  accident  having- 
happened  to  him  before  my  door;  and  this  gives  me  an  opportunity  of  saying  two  words  to  j'ou  in  answer 
to  your  letter  of  August  13,  which  has  been  a  long  while  delayed  in  reaching  me.  I  tell  j'ou,  then,  tliat  I 
can  certify  that  I  have  conceded  to  you  a  saline  in  the  Missouri,  but  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  say  neither 
the  place  of  the  said  river  iior  the  number  of  arpents  for  which  the  said  concession  was  granted.  I 
would  fail  ill  what  I  owe  to  myself,  as  well  as  to  the  tribunal  before  which  you  are  to  laj'  my  affidavit,  if 
I  said  diflerently,  without  having  before  my  eyes  the  decree  I  have  signed.  A  lapse  of  time,  so  long  as 
the  one  that  has  passed  since  that  transaction,  does  not  leave,  in  the  memory  of  a  man  so  old  as  I  am,  the 
impression  of  things  upon  which  he  believed  he  never  would  have  to  think  any  more.  Besides,  and  you 
know  it  well,  business  was  transacted  for  a  government  which  dispensed  us  with  great  formalities,  which 
were  considered  as  onerous  to  the  inhabitants.  Therefore  I  have  not  registered  mj'  decree  relating  to 
this  saline,  but  it  must  have  been  done  at  the  seat  of  the  general  government  if  the  said  decree  has  lieeii 
approved  of.  I  have  been  more  fortunate  in  the  affair  concerning  Mr.  Williams.  Why?  Because  ho  had 
some  difficulties  with  Vincent  Bonis,  and  that,  on  that  very  head,  I  wanted  to  justify  my  own  conduct  liy 
an  official  letter,  of  which  I  have  yet  a  cojjy.  As  I  am  to  write  to  you  very  soon,  and  that  for  the  present 
I  have  but  a  moment  to  dispose  of,  I  confine  myself  to  these  few  words,  adding  only  that  we  always  love 
yon;  that  we  do  speak  of  you  often  and  with  pleasure,  and  but  a  few  minutes  ago  my  decrepit  wife  was 
saying,  ha!  if  I  could  make  the  journey  by  land,  like  Mr.  Jones,  with  what  eagerness  would  I  go  and  see 
those  1  love  in  Illinois!  As  to  me,  my  friend,  I  say  just  as  much.  I  see  the  end  of  my  term  approaching; 
my  brother,  who  lately  died  at  the  age  of  66  years,  was  the  oldest  person  I  have  known  in  my  family;  not 
one  has  ever  passed  60  years,  and  I  am  59  and  up\yards. 

My  letter  to  Soulard  could  not  contain  loves  and  compliments  to  Mr.  and  Madame  Chouteau;  be  you 
our  interpreter  near  them;  we  love  and  cherish  them  more   than   ever.     We   say  the  same  for  you,  your 
dear  wife,  and  small  family.     All  yours. 
Your  friend  and  servant, 

ZENON  TUUDE.VU. 

Captain  James  Mackay,  Si.  Louis. 

Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  October  16,  1832.  JULIUS  DE  MUN. 
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Evidence  icith  reference  to  the  minutes  and  records. 

Jidy  22,  1800. — The  lioard  met  ag'ree;ibly  to  adjduniineiit.  Present:  The  honorable  J.  B.  C.  Lucas, 
Clement  B  Peuro.se  and  James  L.  DonakLson,  esquires. 

James  Macka^',  claiming  30,000  ar[)ents  of  land,  produces  a  concession  from  Charles  D.  Delassus, 
dated  the  IStii  October,  1709;  a  survey  of  13,835  arpents  on  the  river  Cuivre,  taken  May  25,  1«01,  and 
certified  8th  March,  1802;  a  survey  of  545  arpents,  situated  on  same  river,  taken  29tli  December,  1802, 
and  certified  28th  February,  1806;  another  survey  of  5,280  arpents,  situate  on  the  Missouri,  taken  the  20th 
December,  1804,  and  certified  the  28tli  of  February,  1800;  and  lastly,  a  survey  of  10,340  arpents,  taken 
the  7th  Februarj',  1803. 

Georg-e  Faillis,  being-  duly  sworn,  says  that,  in  tlio  year  1709,  one  Ji>hn  Wealthy  built  a  cabin  on  a 
small  piece  of  land  whicii  ho  fenced  in;  tliat  lie  lived  on  tiie  same  for  about  one  year,  when  he  made  a 
present  of  his  improvement  to  one  Keitchley,  who,  having  remained  on  it  until  Christmas  of  the  year  1801, 
g-ave  it  to  one  Rhode,  who  afterwards  g-avo  it  to  witness;  that  the  same  was  afterwards  surveyed  in  by 
claimant,  in  consequence  of  a  purchase  from  the  said  Rhode;  that  he,  the  witness,  never  lieard  of  a  con- 
cession for  the  said  tract  of  laud,  and  that  the  same  was  surveyed  after  his,  the  witness's,  removal  from 

the  same;  and,  furtiicr,  that  tiie  said  small  improvement  was  surve3'ed  in  tlio  aforesaid  tract  of ,  on 

the . 

The  board  reject  tliis  claim,  and  require  further  proof  Thereupon  the  said  claimant  produced  a 
passport  from  Zenon  Trudeau  to  him,  as  agent  of  the  Commercial  Company  of  the  river  Missouri,  on  a 
voyage  of  discovery  up  said  river,  undertaken  by  the  orders  of  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  and  whicli  was  to 
last  six  _years;  and  also  a  letter  from  Don  Manuel  Gayoso  de  Lemos,  the  intendant  general  at  New  Orleans, 
dated  the  20th  May,  1799,  wherein  he  much  approves  of  the  conduct  of  claimant  as  commandant,  commends 
tiie  steps  taken  b^'  him  for  the  opening  of  roads  and  establishing  good  police  regulation,  both  military 
and  civil,  with  the  view  to  the  aggrandizement  of  his  post;  and  informing  him,  further,  tiiat  he  has 
recommended  him  very  particularly  to  the  lieutenant  governor  of  the  province,  Charles  1).  Delassus. — 
(See  book  No.  1,  pages  415  and  410.) 

t/it/i/ 31,  1807,  3  o'cloch. — Tiie  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  Tlio  iionoralile  John  B. 
C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose  and  Fredori(;k  Bates,  esquires. 

James  Mackay  claiming  30,000  arpents  of  land.  The  agent  of  the  United  States  objects  to  the  afore- 
said concession  on  the  grounds  of  its  being  antedated,  and  otherwise  fraudulent,  lie  also  objects  to  two 
surveys  made  on  part  of  the  aforesaid  concession:  one  for  L3, 835,  the  other  for  10,340,  on  the  grounds 
aforesaid.     Further  proof  is  required  of  the  party. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  21.) 

Novendjer  4,  1809. — Board  met.     Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  commissioners. 
James  Mackay  claiming  30,000  arpents   of  land. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  415;  book  No.  3,  page  21.) 
It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  186.) 

October  5,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  Lewis  F.  Linn  and  F.  R.  Conway, 
commissioners. 

James  Mackay 's  heirs,  claiming  30,000  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  415;  book  No.  3,  page 
21;  book  No.  4,  page  180;  record  book  B,  pages  435,  436,  and  437.)  Produc(>s  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a 
concession  of  the  same,  and  certificates  of  survey's;  one  for  13,835  arpents,  dated  8th  March,  1802,  the 
sdrvey  executed  25th  May,  1801;  another  for  10,"340  arpents,  dated  28th  February,  1806,  survey  executed 
the  7th  of  February,  1803,  and  signed  by  Antonio  Soulard;  and  a  third  for  5,280  arpents,  executed  the  20th 
of  December,  1804,  and  certified  by  Antonio  Soulard,  as  received  for  record  on  the  28th  of  February,  1806. 
Also  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  letter  from  Manuel  Gayoso  de  Lemos,  governor  of  Louisiana,  to 
James  Mackaj-,  dated  20th  May,  1799.  Also  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  afli'davit  of  Antonio  Soulard, 
taken  before  F.  il.  Guyol,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  St.  Louis,  dated  the  5th  December,  1817, 
authenticated  on  the  i5lh  December,  1817,  under  the  great  seal  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  by  Frederick 
Bates,  exercising  the  government  <if  said  Territory.  Also  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  letter 
from  Zenon  Trudeau  to  said  Mackay. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  the  decree  of  concession  aforesaid  is  the 
handwriting  of  Lieutenant  Governor  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus;  that  the  signature  to  the  first  survey  is 
the  handwriting  of  Antonio  Soulard;  that  the  signature  to  the  survey  of  10,340  arpents  is  the  hand- 
writing of  A  utonio  Soulard;  that  the  signature  to  the  survey  of  5,280  arpents  is  the  handwriting  of 
Antonio  Soulard;  that  the  signature  to  the  said  letter  of  M.  Gayoso  de  Lemos  is  the  handwriting  of  the 
said  M.  Gayoso  de  Lemos;  that  the  signatures  to  the  affidavit  are  the  handwriting  of  Antonio  Soulard,  of 
F.  M.  Guyol,  and  Frederick  Bates;  that  Antonio  Soulard  died  about  six  or  seven  years  ago;  that  the  sig- 
nature to  the  letter  of  Zenon  Trudeau,  above  mentioned,  is  the  handwriting-  of  Zenon  Trudeau. — (See 
book  No.  0,  pages  3  and  4.) 

November  27,  1832. — The  b(jard  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  Lewis  F.  Linn,  F.  R.  Con- 
way, commissioners. 

In  the  case  of  James  Mackay,  claiming  30,000  arpents  of  laud.  Charles  Fremon  Delauriere,  being 
duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  tiie  original  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of  C.  D. 
Delassus,  and  the  signature  to  Mackay's  petition  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of  said  Mackay;  that  he 
was  well  accpiainted  with  said  Jlackay;  that  he  was  au  officer  who  stood  very  high  in  the  estimation  of 
the  Spanish  government,  and  was  looked  upon  as  a  very  useful  man  to  the  country:  tliat  he  was  com- 
mandant of  St.  Andre,  and  that  the  onlj^  salary  he  received  as  such  was  hardly  sufficient  to  pay  for  the 
stationery;  that  he  recollects  his  return  from  New  Orleans,  where  it  was  understood  he  had  been  to  make 
his  report  to  the  general  government  of  his  voyage  of  discovery  in  the  Avestern  part  of  Upper  Louisiana, 
towards  the^ Pacific  ocean;  that  he  continued  coiiimandant  of  St.  Andre  till  the  cession  of  this  country  to 
the  United  States;  that  he  acted  also  as  deputy  surveyor  to  Antonio  Soulard. 

Albert  Tison,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  said  James  Mackay  was  also  commaudaiit  ol'  St.  Charles; 
that  said  district  of  St.  Charles  comprehended  then  all  the  country  north  of  the  Missouri,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  small  district  of  Portage  dcs  Sioux. 

Charles  Fremon  Delauriere  and  Albert  Tison  prove  the  signature  to  the  letter  of  Zenon  Trudeau, 
heretofore  presented  in  evidence  in  this  case.  Fremon  Delauriere  proves  the  handwriti-ift;-  of  Manuel 
Gayoso  de  Lemos  to  a  letter  dated  May  20,  1799;  that  he,  said  Delauriere,  being  a 'public' officer,  had 
occasion  to  see  it  often.  He  also  proves  the  signature  of  Antonio  Soulard  to  an  affidavit  dated  Decem- 
ber 5,  1817,^  and  to  three  plats  of  surveys. — (See'book  No.  6,  pages  53  and  54.) 
June  15,  1833. — F.  R.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
_  In  the  case  of  James  Mackay,  claiming  30,000  arpents  of  land,  (see  pages  3  and  53  of  this  liook,) 
claimant  produces  a  paper  puri)orting  to   be   an   original    commission,  dated   May  1,  1798,  from    Manuel 
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Gayosu    dc    Lcmns,  then    .n-ovcnidi-   ,i;-c'iicral  of  Louisiana.    aii|..iiiit  iri.i;-   James    ifackav  I'aptaiii  of  llir  lirst 
Compaii_y  of  militia  in  ^[issnuri. — (Sec  book  6,  pa^-c  1"(1.) 

Oclobcr  SI.  l>io?j. — 'Hie  board  met  pursuant    to    ailjournnu-nt.      rrcM'ut:    L.    V.    Linn,  A.   (I.    Ilani.son, 
F.  R.  Conway,  coniniisMi(]n('rs. 

Ja^^e^?  Mackay,  by  his  heirs,  elainiinL;-  :iit,0l)O  arpcnts  o|'  lnu.l. — (Si^c  pa;;-e  :>  of  tiiis  book.) 
Tlie  board,  after  a  minute  e.xamination  of  the  orig-inal  jiapers,  se<'  no  cause  to  entertain  the  belii'l'  Ihat 
they  are  frauduh^nt  or  antedated,  as  nrft-ed  a.^'ainst  tlie  eoidirmalion  liy  the  I'nile.I  States  a^-ent  before  the 
former  board.     They  are  unanimously  of  opinion  tliat    tliis   I'hiini   ou;.;ht   t.i   bo   eoufn-ined  lo  said  dames 
Mackaj',  or  his  legal  reiirescntativos. — (See  book  No.  (i,  page  2S7.) 

L.   \\   LINN. 

F.   K.  CONWAY. 

A.  C.  HARRISON. 


N( 


L— J.vcQVKs  St.  Vrt.iiN,  by  J.  Smith,  T.,  claiming  10,000  arprnt>:  of  /ami. 


To  the  Baron  dc  Caroiuleld,   knight  of  31alta,  brigadier  of  tlie    King'.t  armie.-<,  goi-ernor  general,  vice  palnni 
of  Louisiana  and  wadcrn  Florida,  and  in.-'peilor  of  the  troojys  in  said  provinces,  &n.: 

My  Lord:  Jacques  (;eran  Delassus  de  St.  Yrain,  formerly  an  officer  in  the  French  royal  navy,  with 
all  the  respect  due,  lias  the  honor  to  represent  to  you  and  says,  that  having  been  compelled  to  emigrate 
to  the  Uniteil  States  by  circumstances  unfortunately  too  well' known;  having  lost  his  fortune  and  station, 
he  has  followed  his  family  to  St.  Genevieve,  and  associated  himself  to  its  fate,  which  your  generous' 
goodness  and  protection  has  taken  care  to  alleviate.  The  petitioner,  since  that  period,  has  had  Ihe  good 
fortune  to  render  liimself  useful  to  the  government  which  has  given  him  such  a  kinil  reception,  in  doinn- 
all  his  etTorts  to  show  his  zeal,  liis  activity,  and  devotedness  against  a  party  of  Frenchmen  who  had  dared 
to  threaten  the  Spanish  possessions.  Tlie  knowdedge  of  mineralogy  which  tlie  petitioner  possesses  has 
determined  his  father  to  yield  up  to  him  the  contract  he  has  made  with  the  g(jvernnient  for  furnishing  a 
certain  quantity  of  lead;  and  in  order  to  fullil  with  more  facility  the  conditions  made  by  his  father  \n\\.\\ 
the  intendant,  to  satisfy  the  government,  and  to  secure  to  himself  a  competency  whicli  may  in  future 
afford  him  an  honorable  existence,  the  petitioner  praj^s  you  to  grant  to  Lira  and  his  heirs  ten  thousand 
urpents  of  land  in  superficie,  with  the  special  permission  to  locate  them  in  separate  tracts  on  various 
mines  of  whatever  nature  they  may  be,  on  mill  seats,  and,  finally,  on  all  places  which  may  appear  advanta- 
geous to  his  interest,  without,  however,  being  in  the  obligation  to  improve  them,  which  at  the  present  he 
could  not  do  with  success,  as  those  several  explorations  would  require  great  expenses,  and  because  those 
lands  are  to  be  taken  in  places  distant  from  the  population  and  exposed  to  the  incursions  of  the  Indians. 
These  are  favors  which  the  petitioner  presumes  to  hope  from  your  generous  goodness  and  justice. 

J.  DE  St.  VRAIN. 

St.  Genevieve,  N'oirmltcr  10,  l"9o. 


Granted. 


New  Orle.i.vs,  Felirvory  10,  1T9G. 
EL  BARON  DE  C.VRONDELET. 


Truly  translated,  St.  Louis,  January  21.  1S33,  from  liook  C,  p.iges  SM  and  .337. 

JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 


Namo  of  oriiriiial  claimant. 


Jacques  St.  \'rain,  by  liis  as 
signee,  J.  Smith,  T. 


Quantity,  iu  ar- 
pcnts. 


10,000 


Nature  auil  date  of  claun. 


ruarv,  1790. 


By  whom 
granted. 


By  whom  surveyeii, 
date,  and  situation. 


Concession,  lOtli  Feb-  ,  The  Baron 


de  Caron- 
delet. 


Evidence  with  nference  to  minutes  and  records. 

August  30,  180(5. — Tiie  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  The  honorable  John  B.  C.  Lu- 
cas, Clement  B.  Peurose,  and  James  L.  Donaldson,  esquires.  James  St.  Vraiii,  claiming  10,000  arpents  of 
land,  produces  a  concession  by  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  dated  at  New  Orleans,  the  10th  February,  1790, 
in  these  words:  Concedido.  The  petition  stating  that  the  claimant  may  survey  the  said  land  in  different 
tracts,  of  such  size  as  may  best  suit  him,  when  to  him  convenient,  and  wherever  he  may  deem  it  most 
suitable  to  his  interest,  whatever  may  be  the  nature  of  the  soil,  cither  saline  or  mine  land,  mill  seats,  or 
other  lands,  provided  the  same  be  vacant. 

Louis  Labeaume,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  Claimant  being  going  down  to  New  Orleans  in  the  year 
1797,  he  left  his  business  and  papers  to  the  charge  of  the  witness,  and  that  the  aforesaid  concession  was 
then  among  those  papers  left  to  his  charge. 

Auguste  Chouteau,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  the  handwriting  of  the  Baron  de  Caronde- 
let, having  seen  him  write  often,  and  that  the  signature  to  the  said  decree  is  his  own  handwriting.  An- 
thony Soulard,  being  also  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  concession  or  decree  aforesaid,  to  wit:  Concedido,  is 
in  the  handwriting  of  the  secretary  of  government,  but  that  the  signature  is  the  Baron  de  Carondelet's 
own  handwriting. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  514.) 

December  27,  1811. — Board  met.     Present:  John  B.  C.   Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  commissioners. 

John  Smith,  T.,  assignee  of  Jacques  St.  Vrain,  claiming  10,000  arpents  of  land.— (See  book  No.  1,  page 
514.)   Original  papers  not  produced. 

The  record  of  the  concession  much  compressed,  tliirty-three  words  are  interlined  with  different  ink; 

vol..   VT 91  K 
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tlie  words  Louis  Labeaume,  apparently  the  licading  of  said  Labeaume's  notice  of  claims,  occupy  one-tliird 
of  the  paper  in  the  direction  wliich  four  lines  of  the  record  of  said  concession  stand  in;  so  that  two-thirds 
of  the  said  paper,  in  the  direction  of  the  said  lines,  is  covered  on  each  side  with  the  said  four  lines,  and 
the  remaining-  one-tliird  in  the  middle  is  occupied  by  the  said  words  Louis  Labeaumc.  It  appears  fr(jni 
the  records  that  John  Smith,  T..  claims  under  this  concession,  as  follows:  1,000  arpents  at  a  place  called 
the  New  Dig-gins,  about  two  miles  from  the  Mine  a  Breton;  a  place  known  bj'  the  name  of  Mine  ;i  Robina, 
300  arpents;  on  the  branch  above  Kenauld's  mine,  HOO  arpents;  300  arpents,  including  Doyet's  mines;  200 
arpents  on  the  first  branch  emptying  into  the  mine  fork  on  the  south  side,  above  its  junction  with  Big 
river-  200  arpents,  including  a  place  called  McKee's  Discovery,  about  one  and  a  quarter  mile  from  the 
last-mentioned  place;  50  arpents,  including  a  mill  seat  on  the  second  creek  emptying  into  Big  river, 
above  the  juijction  of  the  mineral  fork  on  the  west  side.  It  is  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  the  board 
that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. 

Frederick  Bates,  commissioner,  forbears  giving  an  opinion. — (See  book  No.  5,  page  540.) 

October  5,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  Lewis  F.  Linn,  F.  R,  Conway, 
commissioners.  John  Smith,  T.,  assignee  of  Jacques  St.  Vrain,  claiming  10,000  arpents  of  land. — (See 
book  C,  (record,)  pages  336  and  331;  book  D,  page  51,  for  deed.-  For  testimony,  .see  minutes,  book  No. 
1,  page  514;  No.  5,  page  540.) 

The  claimant  tiles  a  paper  purporting  to  be  original  depositions  taken  in  the  case  of  J.  M.  White,  in 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States,  in  support  of  said  claim;  also,  depositions  taken  in  the  case  of 
Thomas  A.  Smith,  guardian,  against  the  United  States. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  6.) 

October  9,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  Lewis  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

In  the  case  of  St.  Vrain,  by  John  Smith,  T.,  claiming  10,000  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  6  of  this 
book.  No.  6.) 

John  Scott,  aged  about  51  years,  being  duly  sworn,  saj's  that  in  the  year  1810  lie  was  emploj'ed 
by  John  Smith,  T.,  as  his  agent  and  attorney,  to  attend  at  St.  Louis  with  the  concession  to  said 
St.  Vrain,  named  in  the  deposition  of  Joseph  Pratte,  and  to  file  the  same  for  record  with  the  recorder,  and 
to  attend  to  the  claim  before  the  board  of  commissioners;  and  for  that  purpose  he  had  put  in  his  hands 
and  possession  the  original  concession  from  the  Baron  de  Carondelet  to  said  St.  Vrain  for  10,000  arpents  of 
land,  together  with  the  petition  preceding  the  grant;  and  that  both  the  petition  and  the  grant  were 
written  in  a  fair,  intelligible  hand,  entirely  free  and  clear  of  all  blots,  erasures,  and  interlineations;  and 
that  he  verily  believes,  if  the  record  of  the  said  petition  and  grant  presents  any  other  aspect  than  those 
of  a  fair,  clear,  and  intelligible  paper,  it  must  be  entirely  owing  to  the  mistake,  negligence,  or  want  of 
room  or  accuracy  in  the  person  who  may  have  committed  or  placed  the  same  of  record. 

The  following  testimony  was  taken  before  Lewis  P.  Linn,  esq.,  on  the  3d  of  May  last: 

State  of  Missouri,  county  of  Ferry: 

Jeseph  Pratte,  witness,  aged  about  59  years,  being  duly  sworn  as  the  law  directs,  deposeth  and  saith 
that  ho  has  had  in  his  hands  and  possession,  and  frequently  seen  and  examined,  the  original  petition  and 
grant  aforesaid,  from  the  Baron  de  Carondelet  to  said  St.  Vrain,  both  before  and  after  the  same  was  sold 
and  transferred  by  said  St.  Vrain  to  John  Smith,  T.,  and  that  both  the  petition  and  the  grant  were  written 
in  a  fair,  intelligible  hand,  entirely  clear  of  all  blots,  erasures,  or  interlineations;  and  that  he  verily 
believes,  if  the  record  of  the  said  petition  and  grant  presents  any  other  aspect  than  that  of  a  fair,  clear, 
intelligible  paper,  it  must  be  entirely  owing  to  the  mistake,  negligence,  or  want  of  accuracy  in  the  per- 
son who  may  have  committed  or  placed  the  same  of  record. 

JOSEPH  PRATTE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  May  3,  1833. 

L.  F.  LINN,  Commissioner. 
(See  book  No.  6,  page  271. 

October  31,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
P.R.Conway,  commissioners.  Jacques  St.  Vrain,  by  his  assignee,  John  Smith,  T.,  claiming  10,000  arpents 
of  land. — (See  page  6.)  The  board  remark  that  they  are  satisfied  that  there  existed  such  concession,  which 
was  presented  to  the  former  board,  as  appears  from  their  minutes,  and  then  no  objections  made  to  it  ; 
they  are  also  satisfied  that  the  interlineations,  mentioned  in  said  minutes  as  existing  in  the  record  of  said 
concession,  are  merely  the  completing  of  words  abbreviated  b}'  the  recorder  for  want  of  room.  The  board 
are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  tliis  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  said  Jacques  St.  Vrain,  or  his  legal 
representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  287.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 


No.  5. — David  Dei.aunay,  claiming  800  arpents. 

To  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  Hexdenant  governor  of  Upjwr  Louisiana,  d:c.: 

Sir:  David  Delaunay,  Frenchman,  formerly  an  inhabitant  of  the  island  of  St.  Domingo,  has  the  honor 
of  representing  to  you  that  the  disasters  which  desolated  his  country  obliged  him  at  first  to  emigrate  to 
the  Spanish  side  of  said  island,  where  he  found,  as  well  as  his  countrymen,  all  the  assistance  -vvhich 
suffering  humanity  has  the  right  to  expect  of  a  generous  nation.  A  series  of  misfortunes  obliged  him  to 
come  to  the  American  continent,  where,  a  short  time  after  his  arrival,  he  heard  of  the  advantages  made 
by  the  Spanish  government  to  foreigners  who  came  to  fix  themselves  in  Louisiana  ;  he  be''eved  in  these 
reports  so  much  more  readily,  having  already  experienced  in  his  disasters  the  generous  protection  of  this 
same  go-vernment.  Penetrated  with  this  confidence  which  is  inspired  by  favors,  and  desirous  more  than 
ever  to  identify  himself  to  the  Spanish  nation  in  becoming  a  subject  of  his  Majesty,  he  came  to  St. 
Genevieve  of  Illinois  with  his  wife,  where,  having  the  project  to  form  an  establishment,  he  has  the  honor 
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to  supplicate  you  to   o-,-;,nt  to  him  a  concession  of  800  arpcnts  in  sii|H'rHrir,  to  lir  l;ikcii  in  ;i   viicanl  pliice 
of  iiis  Majesty's  domain. 

YiKU-  petitioner  presumes  to  ofl'ei-  fo  the  p,-oV(Miimciit  the  assiuancc  of  his  sini-orc  liilclil y,  ami  lioprs 
that  this  just  statement  of  the  events  wliich  have  brouo-ht  liim  liere  will  Ijc  a,  siillirii'nt  title,  in  vour  (ipinion, 
sir,  to  obtaiu  the  favor  which  he  soh'eits  of  your  justice. 

)».  MKLAI'XAY. 

St.  Gexevievk,  Januanj  15,  1800. 


St.  Ldiis  iif  lii.iNiiis,  .hiiuian/  Is,  Isoo. 
As  it  is  evident  that  the  petitioner  has  more  than  the  means  and  nnmher  of  iiands  f /xipiilaciiiii  ) 
necessary  to  obtain  tlie  concession  which  he  solicits,  I  do  grant  for  him  and  his  heirs  th(.'  land  which  he 
petitions  for,  if  it  is  not  prejuilicial  to  any  one,  and  the  surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  tiie  interested 
in  possession  of  the  quantity  of  land  which  he  asks  for,  in  a  vacant  ])laee  in  the  royal  domain  ;  and  when 
thi.s  is  done,  ho  shall  draw  a,  plat  of  survey  which  he  shall  deliver  to  the  ]iarty  with  his  certificate,  to  be 
used  by  him  in  obfainins;-  the  concession  and  title  in  form  from  the  intendaiit  general,  to  whom  alone 
corresponds,  by  royal  order,  the  distributing  and  granting  all  classes  of  land  belonging  to  tin.'  royal  domain. 

CA];L0S  DEIIAULT  DELASSUS. 


Dnn  Antonio  Soulai'd,  unrrri/or  f/cnei-al  of  the  scltle)nents  of  Upprr  Louisiana. 

I  do  certify  that  a  tract  of  land  of  800  arpents  was  measured,  the  lines  run  and  liounded,  in  favor  and 
in  presence  of  Uavid  Delaunay,  with  the  perch  of  the  city  of  Paris,  of  eighteen  French  lineal  feet  of  the  same 
citj-  according  to  the  agrarian  measure  of  this  province;  which  land  is  situated  on  the  river  Maramec,  twenty 
miles  southwest  of  St.  Louis,  bounded  to  the  N.NE.,  E.SE.,  and  S.SW.  by  vacant  lands  of  the  royal  domain, 
and  to  the  W.NW.  bj'  lands  belonging  to  Gregoire  Sarpy  ;  which  survey  and  measurement  were  executed 
without  paying  attention  to  the  variation  of  the  needle,  which  is  "i^  and  30'  east,  as  is  evident  by  tlie 
figurative  plat  here  above,  in  which  are  noted  the  dimensions  and  directions  of  the  lines  and  other  bound- 
aries, &c.;  which  survey  was  executed  by  virtue  of  the  decree  of  the  lieutenant  governor  and  sub-delegate 
of  the  fiscal  department,  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  January  18,  1800,  which  is  here  annexed. 
In  testimony'  whereof,  I  do  give  the  present  with  the  figurative  plat  above,  drawn  in 


wiit'ieoi,  i  uij  J^ive  ine  [neseiiu  wun  uie  ligiUttLive  piau  aooxf,  tujiwii  ni  ooiiioinuiy  witn  me 
survey  executed  by  the  deputy  surveyor,  Don  Juan  Terrey,  dated  January  3,  1804,  wdio  signed  the  miiuites, 
which  I  do  certifj'. 

St.  Louis  OF  Ili.i.vois, 
Truly  translated. 


Ajn-il  15,  1S04. 


conformity  with  the 
o  signed  the  miiu 

ANTONIO  SOULARD,  Survei/or  General. 
JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 

Name  of  original 
claimant. 

Quantity, 
iu  arpents 

Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 

By  whom  granted.    !     By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
■                       situation. 

! 

5 

David  Delaunay. 

800 

Concession,   Janu- 
ary, 18,  1800. 

Charles  Dehauit 
Delassus. 

John    Terrey,    January    3, 
1804;  certified  by  Soulard, 
April    15,    1804.     On   the 
Maramec,    district   of   St. 
Louis. 

Evidence  unlh  reference  to  mimdes  and  7-ecords. 

May  2,  1806.— The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  The  Hon.  J.  B.  C.  Lucas,  and 
Clement  B.  Penrose,  esq.  David  Delaunav,  claiming  800  arpents  of  land  situate  on  the  waters  of  the  river 
Renaud,  district  of  St.  Charles,  (Renaud's  fork,  a  branch  of  the  Maramec,  district  of  St.  Louis,)  produces  a 
concession  from  'diaries  D.  Delassus,  without  any  condition  expressed  in  the  same,  dated  the  8th  (18th) 
January,  1800,  and  a  survey  of  the  same  taken  the  3d  of  January,  and  certified  April  15,  1804. 
Anthony  Soulard,  being  duly  sworn  true  answers  to  give,  &c  : 

Question.  Were  you  the  surveyor  of  Upper  Louisiana  under  the  Spanish  government  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Was  it  any  part  of  the  duties  imposed  on  you  by  the  Spanish  law  and  the  functions  ot  j'our 
office  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  lieutenant  governor  of  the  province,  without  any  regard  to  their  legality 
or  illegality  ? 

Answer.  Yes;  the  lieutenant  governor  was  accountable  for  it. 

Question.  From  whom  did  you  derive  your  appointment? 

Ansiver.  From  the  governor  general  of  Lower  Louisiana,  Baron  De  Carondelet. 

Question.  Is  that  your  handwriting?  (showing  him  the  aforesaid  concession.) 

Ansicer.   I  believe  it  is.  .  -i^         t  ii     *• 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  when  that  was  written,  and  is  it  your  belief  that  it  was  written  at  the  tune 

it  bears  date  ?  ,        ,     ^     l      i  4.  *       • 

Here  the  witness  refused  to  answer;  whereupon  he  was  asked  by  the  board  whether  he  meant  to  give 
similar  answers  to  the  ([uestions  in  all  similar  cases,  and  answered  yes.  The  board  not  bemg  still  satis- 
fied, required  further  proof  of  the  date  of  the  above  concession,  which  not  being  adduced,  they  reject 

this  claim.  _,      „      ,  , 

The  sam(^  claimin-  7,05(5  arpents  of  land  situate  in  the  district  ot  St.  Charles,  produces  a  concession 
from  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  without  any  condition  expressed  in  the  same,  dated  May  9,  1800,  and  a 
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survey-  of  the  same,  dated  December  25,  1800,  and  certified  Januavj'  20,  1804.  The  same  questions  were 
here  put  to  Anthony  Soulard,  wiio  gave  the  same  answers.  The  board  not  being  still  satisfied,  required 
further  proof  of  the  date  of  tlie  above  concession,  which  was  not  adduced.  (This  claim  of  1,05(5  ar|ients 
was  subsequently  conlirmed  by  F.  Bates,  recorder. — See  Bates's  Decisions,  page  40.)  James  St.  Vrain 
was,  in  the  above  two  claims,  sworn,  who  said  that  the  above  concessions  were  granted  at  the  time  they 
bear  date;  that  Charles  D.  Delassus,  his  (the  witness's)  brother,  informed  him  that  he  had  Ijeen  instructed 
by  Gayoso  to  grant  lands  to  such  respectable  French  emigrants  as  should  come  to  this  country;  that 
claimant  arrived  at  St.  Genevieve  towards  the  latter  end  of  1199;  that  he  (the  witness)  being  then  there 
with  Delassus,  the  then  lieutenant  governor,  this  last  informed  him  (the  witness)  that  he  wished  much  to 
have  claimant  at  St.  Louis,  and  requested  of  him  (the  witness)  that  ho  would  endeavor  to  persuade 
claimant  to  go  to  tliat  place,  informing  him  at  the  same  time  that  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  do  much  for 
him,  and  that  he  would  reward  him  in  lands,  having  received  orders  to  that  effect. 

The  board  are  satisfied,  from  passports  produced  then,  that  claimant  was,  prior  to  his  coming  to  this 
country,  a  Spanish  officer,  and  was  recommended  as  such.  They  reject  this  claim. — (See  book  No.  1, 
page  269.) 

August  18,  1810. — Board  mot.  Present:  Clement  B.  Penrose  and  Frederick  Bates,  commissioners. 
David  Delaunay,  claiming  800  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  269.)  It  is  the  opinion  of  the 
board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  464.) 

October  5,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  Lewis  F.  Linn  and  F.  B.  Con- 
way, commissioners.  David  Delaunaj',  claiming  800  arpents  of  land,  (see  book  No.  1,  page  269,  and 
book  No.  4,  page  464;  record  book  C,  pages  241  and  248,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  conces- 
sion from  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  January  18,  1800,  and  a  survey  of  the  same,  taken  January  3, 
1804,  certified  April  15,  1804,  and  signed  by  A.  Soulard,  survej'or  general. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  the  said  concession  is  the  handwriting  of  C.  D. 
Delassus;  that  the  signature  to  the  certificate  of  survey  is  the  handwriting  of  A.  Soulard. 

October  31,  1833. — -The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conwaj',  commissioners.  David  Delaunay,  claiming  800  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  5  of  this  book.) 
The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  said  David  Delaunay,  or 
his  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  288.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 


No.  6. — RicH.uiD  Caulk,  claiming  4,000  arj^ents. 

To  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  colonel,  attached  to  the  stationary  regiment  of  Louisiana,  and 

commandant4n-chief  of  Upper  Louisiana,  &c.: 

Richard  Caulk,  syndic  of  the  settlement  of  St.  Andrd,  formerly  an  inhabitant  of  the  LTnited  States, 
settled  on  this  side  several  years  with  his  father-in-law,  Lawrence  Long,  and  having  both  of  them  concurred 
(at  the  desire  manifested  to  them  by  your  predecessor,  Don  Zenon  Trudeau)  to  a  large  emigration  to  this 
side,  has  the  honor  of  representing  to  you  that  in  several  cases  he  has  been  employed  by  the  government 
in  expeditions  against  the  Indians;  that  he  is  the  only  one  who,  in  his  capacity  of  syndic,  has  always  been 
charged  with  the  command  of  the  settlement  of  St.  Andre  in  the  absence  of  Captain  Mackay,  commandant 
of  said  settlement,  and  that,  in  consideration  of  his  gratuitous  services,  that  were  often  painful  and 
onerous  to  your  petitioner,  j'our  predecessor  had  made  to  him  the  promise  of  a  large  concession  of  land  as 
a  reward  for  his  services,  which  fact  is  known  by  Captain  Mackay. 

Full  of  confidence  in  your  justice,  he  hopes  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  ratify  said  promise,  as  tending 
to  prove  the  gratitude  of  the  government  towards  a  zealous  subject  who  has  been  fortunate  enough  to 
give  proofs  of  his  zeal;  therefore,  he  has  the  honor  to  supplicate  you  with  respect  to  have  the  goodness 
to  grant  to  him,  in  full  property,  four  thousand  arpents  of  land  in  superficie,  to  be  taken  in  one  or  several 
parts  of  the  vacant  domain,  at  his  choice.  The  petitioner  having  given  proofs  of  his  fidelity,  can  assure 
you  that  he  desires  sincerely  to  find  the  occasion  of  manifesting  it  at  all  times  that  his  services  may  be 
of  utility  to  the  security  of  the  country  he  inhabits,  and  to  the  good  of  the  service  of  his  Majesty. 

RICHARD  CAULK. 

St.  ANDKfe,  November  30,  1199. 

Beit  referred  to  the  commandant-in-chief,  with  information  that  all  that  is  exposed  here  above  is  true; 
and  that  the  petitioner  has  rendered  many  services  to  the  settlements  on  the  frontiers  of  this  country; 
and  that  he  is  worthy  in  every  respect  of  the  confidence  and  protection  of  the  government,  and  of  the  favor 
which  he  solicits. 

SANTIAGO  MACKAY. 

St.  Andre,  November  30,  1199. 


St.  Lodis  of  Illinois,  December  5,  1199. 
Cognizance  being  taken  of  the  above  petition,  and  of  the  informations  of  the  commandant  of  St.  Andre, 
Captain  Don  Santiago  Mackay,  considering  the  circumstances  of  his  character,  and  what  he  exposes  being 
an  excepted  case,  in  virtue  of  his  merits  and  of  his  good  services  I  do  grant  to  him  and  his  heirs  the  land 
which  he  solicits,  if  it  is  not  prejudicial  to  any  one,  and  the  surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the 
interested  in  possession  of  the  quantity  of  land  he  asks  in  one  or  two  vacant  places  of  the  royal  domain; 
and,  this  done,  he  will  draw  a  plat,  which  he  will  deliver  to  the  party,  with  his  certificate,  to  serve  him 
to  obtain  the  concession  and  title  in  form  from  the  iutendant  general,  to  whom  alone  corresponds,  by  royal 
order,  the  distributing  and  granting  all  classes  of  lands  of  the  royal  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 

A  true  translation.    St.  Louis,  October  11,  1832. 

JULIUS  DE  MUN. 
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No. 

Name  of  oiij,'iii;iI 
cliimaut. 

Qiiaiility. 
ill  arpeuts 

Nature  and  (.lute  of  claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  Binveycd,  date, 
and  situation. 

6 

Eichai-d  Ciiulk. 

-1,  000 

Concession  Dec.  5,  1799. 

Carlos  UehiUilt  Delassiis. 

James  Mackay,  Decem- 
bei-17,  1804";  ceitified 
by  Soiilanl  Ociolicr 
30,  ISO;'),  (111  liver  Ca- 
lumet. 

Evidence  irilh  ni'mmv  In  ininiilc^  and  riTunL<. 

July  22,  1S06. — The  board  met  agTeeably  to'adjouniment.  Tresent  as  before,  to  wit,  J.  15.  C.  Liieas, 
Clement  B.  Penrose,  ancl  James  L.  Donaldson,  esquires.  The  same,  to  wit,  Kicliard  Caulk,  elaiminf?  4,000 
arpents  situate  on  the  river  Calumet,  district  of  St.  Louis,  produces  a  concession  from  Cliarles  D.  Delassus, 
dated  December  5,  1799,  and  a  survey  of  the  same,  taken  December  17,  l!S04,  and  certilied  October  3o| 
1805.  James  Mackay,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  aforesaid  Thomas  Caulk  was  for  some  years  syndic 
of  the  Bonhomme  settlement,  in  which  capacity  he  received  no  compensation,  and  that  he,  the  witness, 
verily  believes  that  the  aforesaid  concession  was  granted  him  as  a  compensation  for  the  same.  The  lioard 
require  further  proof,  and  reject  this  claim. — (See  book  No.  1,  ]uige  418.) 

September  21,  1808. — Board  met.  Present :  lion.  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates.  Richard  Caidk,  claiming  4,000  arpents  of  land  situate  on  the  river  Calumet,  district  of  St.  Charles. 
Laid  over  for  decision. — (See  book  No.  3,  pag-e  259.) 

June  12,  ISIO. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  commissioners.  Richard 
Caulk,  claiming  4,000  arpents  of  laud. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  418;  book  No.  3,  page  259.)  The  board 
believe  that  there  is  a  mistake  made  in  the  taking'  of  the  testimony  of  James  Mackay  in  this  claim;  that 
the  name  of  Thomas  Caulk  in  said  testimony  was  intended  to  have  been  Richard  ('aulk.  It  is  the  niiinion 
of  this  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  c(jnlirnied. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  37G.) 

October  5,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  Lewis  P.  Linn  and  F.  R.  Conway, 
commissioners.  Richard  Caulk,  claiming  4,000  arpents  of  land,  (see  record  book  0,  pages  120  and  121; 
book  No.  1,  page  418;  book  No.  3,  page  259;  and  book  No.  4,  page  376,)  produces  affidavit  of  James 
Mackay,  sworn  to  before  Jeremiali  Connor,  October  25,  1819;  also  an  affidavit  of  Antoine  Soulard,  sworn 
to  before  F.  M.  Guyol,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  October  20,  1819;  also  the  affidavit  of  Thomas  Caulk,  sworn 
to  and  sttbscribed  before  William  Long,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  October  21,  1819;  also  an  affidavit  of 
Martin  Wood,  taken  before  Benjamin  Cottle,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  September  28,  1819;  also  a  jiaper 
purporting  to  be  a  concession,  dated  Decemlier  5,  1799,  granted  by  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  and  a  survey 
made  December  17,  1804,  and  certified  October  30,  1805,  by  Antoine  Soulard,  surveyor  general. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  the  decree  of  concession  is  the  hand- 
writing of  C.  D.  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor;  that  the  signature  to  the  survey  is  the  liandwriting-  of 
Antoine  Soulard,  surveyor  general  of  Louisiana;  that  the  signatures  to  the  affidavits  nf  Mackay  and 
Soulard  are  in  their  proper  handwriting. —  (See  book  No.  6,  page  6.) 

October  31,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  0.  Harrison, 
P.  R.  Conway,  commissioners.  Richard  Caulk,  claiming  4,000  arpents  of  land. — (Seepage  Cof  this  book.) 
The  board  are  unanimouslj'  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  t(j  said  Richard  Caulk,  or  his 
legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  .288.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 


No.  7. — M.  P.  Le  Due,  clai)ning  7,944  arpenlt:. 

To  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delasms,  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  armie.i  of  his  3Iajeshj,  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper 

Louisiana,  dependencies,  dc: 

Mary  Philip  Le  Due,  who  has  had  the  honor,  sir,  to  inspire  sufficient  confidence  to  the  government  as 
to  be  employed  by  Mr.  Portill,  and  again,  for  the  present,  by  yourself,  both  acting  as  heads  of  the  said 
government,"  as  well  at  New  Madrid  as  at  this  post,  since  your  arrival,  having  shown  his  zeal  and 
attachment  in  doing  the  functions  of  interpreter  of  the  English  language,  there  being  no  one  particularly 
appointed  to  that  place,  and  it  being  known  to  you,  sir,  that  he  has  made  it  his  duty  to  fill  said  place 
■without  getting  any  remuneration,  the  petitioner  presumes  to  pray  you,  sir,  to  be  pleased  to  grant  to  him 
15,000  arpents^of  land  in  superficie,  to  be  taken  on  the  left  side  of  the  Missouri,  on  a  vacant  place  of  his 
Majesty's  domain,  in  the  view  of  establishing,  in  process  of  time,  a  stock  farm  on  the  said  lands,  and  to 
make  therecm  improvements  corresponding  to  a  farm;  also,  in  the  view  to  secure  for  the  future  a,  real 
estate,  in  order  to  maintain  his  numerous  family,  and  which  may  shield  him  from  adversities,  which  are 
too  frequently  experienced  in  the  other  branches  of  industry.  The  petitioner,  having  no  other  views  but 
those  of  continuing  to  live  as  a  peaceable  and  faithful  subject  of  his  Majesty,  and  be  submissive  tc.  the 
generous  government  whose  benevolence  he  has  already  experienced,  hopes  that  y(_iu  will  d(.)him  the  lavor 
to  take  his  demand  into  cousiderati.jn  in  a  manner  favorable  to  the  accomplishment  of  his  wishes,  pledging 
himself  to  have  the  necessary  works  done  as  soon  as  you  will  permit  him  not  to  be  assiduously  ready  to 
interpret  when,  by  your  orders,  he  is  rcijuired  to  do  so. 


M.  P.  LE  DPC. 


St.  Louis  of  Iixis-ois,  December  30,  1799. 
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[No.  ins. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  Jamtary  1,  1800. 
Considering  that  tljo  petitioner  lias  been  a  long-  time  settled  in  this  country,  that  his  known  conduet 
and  personal  merit  are  recommendable,  being  satisfied  to  evidence  as  to  the  truth  of  what  he  states  in 
his  petition,  and  that  he  possesses  more  than  the  means  sufficient  to  improve  the  lands  which  he  solicits, 
I  do  grant  to  him  and  his  heirs  the  land  which  he  solicits,  in  case  it  is  not  prejudicial  to  any  one,  and  the 
surveyor,  Don  Antmiio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  interested  in  possession  of  the  quantity  of  laud  he  asks  in 
the  place  indicated;  and  this  being  done  t.  '^  *  (here  is  an  omission)  * 

*  *  *  the  same  to  the  party  with  his  certificate,  in  order  to  serve  to  him  to  obtain  the 

concession  and  title  in  form  from  the  inteudant  general,  to  whom  alone  belongs,  by  royal  order,  the 
distributing  and  granting  all  classes  of  lands  of  the  royal  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 


Dua  Antonio  Soulard,  surveyor  general  of  the  tiettlements  of  Upper  Louisiana. 

I  do  certify  that  a  tract  of  land  of  15,000  arpents  in  superticie  was  measured,  the  lines  run  and 
bounded,  in  favor  and  in  presence  of  Mr.  Mary  Philip  Le  Due.  Said  measurement  was  taken  witli  the 
perch  of  the  city  of  Paris,  of  18  French  feet  lineal  measure  of  the  same  city,  conformably  to  the  agrarian 
measure  of  this  province.  Said  lands  are  situated  at  about  65  miles  to  the  north  of  St.  Louis  ;  bounded 
to  the  N.NW.  by  lands  of  Don  Pedro  Provenchere  ;  S.SE.  by  lands  of  Don  Pedro  Janin  ;  S.  by  land 
of  Alberto  Tison,  and  SE.  by  that  of  Lewis  Delisle  ;  E.NE.  by  land  of  David  Delaunay,  and  E.SE.  by 
that  of  Lewis  Brazeau  ;  S.SW.  by  land  of  Andre  Landreville,  and  W.  by  that  of  Mrs.  Widow  Dubreuil. 
The  said  survey  and  measurement  were  executed  without  regard  to  the  variation  of  the  needle,  which  is 
7°  30',  as  it  is  evinced  in  the  foregoing  figurative  plat,  on  which  are  noted  the  dimensions,  courses  of  the 
lines,  other  boundaries,  &c.  Said  survey  was  executed  by  virtue  of  the  decree  of  the  lieutenant  governor 
and  sub-delegate  of  the  Royal  Fisc,  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  7th  January,  1800,  which  is  here 
annexed  ;  and  in  order  that  the  whole  may  be  available  according  to  law,  I  do  give  the  present,  with  the 
foregoing  figurative  plat,  drawn  in  conformity  with  the  operations  of  survey,  executed  by  the  deputy 
surveyor,  Mr.  James  Rankin,  on  the  18th  February,  1804,  who  has  signed  on  the  minutes,  which  I  do 
certify. 

ANTONIO  SOULARD. 

St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  March  5,  1804. 


Truly  translated  from  record  book  C,  page  444.     St.  Louis,  January  11,  1833. 
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No. 

^fa^le  of  original  claimant. 

Quantity, 
in  arpents 

Nature  and  date  of  claim. 

By  wfiora  granted. 

By  wliom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 

1 

M.  P.  Le  Due 

T,944 

Concession  for  15,000 
arpents,  January  7, 
1800. 

Carlos  Dehault 
Delassus. 

James  Rankin,  February 
18,  1804 ;  certified  by 
Soulard,  March  5,  1804, 
65  miles  north  of  St. 
Louis,  district  of  St. 
Charles. 

JEmdence  ivith  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

3Iay  3,  1806. — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  The  Hon.  John  B.  C.  Lucas, 
Clement  B.  Penrose  and  James  L.  Donaldson,  esquires.  Marie  P.  Le  Due,  claiming  15,000  arpents  of 
land  situate  in  the  district  of  St.  Charles,  produces  a  concession  from  Charles  D.  Delassus,  dated  January 
7,  1800,  and  a  certificate  of  survey  of  the  same,  dated  5th  March,  1804. 

Tlie  board  applies  to  this  claim  the  questions  put  to  Anthony  Soulard,  page  270,  and  his  answers  to 
the  same. 

Louis  Labeaume,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  claimant  arrived  in  the  country  in  the  year  1792,  and 
took  his  residence  at  New  Madrid  ;  tliat  about  the  end  of  1793  he  was  employed  by  government  in  the 
arrangement  and  regulating  of  the  militia  of  that  place ;  that  he  remained  so  for  about  twelve  months, 
and  never  received  any  compensation  for  the  same ;  that  government  was  then  in  dailj'  expectation  of  an 
attempt  of  the  French  to  invade  the  country,  and  preparing  to  oppose  them  ;  that  he  afterwards  was 
employed  by  government  in  writing  and  translating  ;  that  he  never  did  receive  any  compensation  for  his 
services  in  that  capacity;  that  witness,  on  his  return  from  New  Orleans  in  the  year  1796,  found  said 
claimant  in  Charles  D.  Delassus's  employ,  the  said  Delassus  being  then  commandant  of  New  Madrid  ;  that 
the  said  Delassus  having  come  to  St.  Louis  and  taken  the  command  of  that  post,  claimant  followed  him, 
and  was  by  him  employed  as  his  private  secretary,  for  which  witness  believes  he  received  some 
compensation,  but  cannot  tell  what  it  was. 

Auguste  Chouteau,  being  also  sworn,  says  that  he  knew  claimant  in  the  year  1799;  that  he  was  then 
employed  with  the  lieutenant  governor,  Charles  D.  Delassus,  both  on  public  and  private  business,  and 
acted  then  as  his  interpreter;  that  Delassus  sent  him  to  New  Madrid  on  public  business;  and,  further,  that 
the  lieutenant  governor,  Delassus,  informed  him,  the  witness,  prior  to  his,  the  claimant's,  arrival  at  this 
place,  that  he  would  interfere  with  government  in  his  favor. 

Albert  Tison,  being  also  sworn,  says  that  he  knew  the  above  claimant  at  New  Madiid,  when  in  the 
employ  of  Delassus;  that  claimant  did,  sometime  towards  the  latter  end  of  1799  or  the  beginning  of  1800, 
show  him,  the  witness,  a  concession,  wliich  he  informed  him  he  had  received  from  the  lieutenant  governor; 
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that  a  few  days  afterwards  he  again  saw  the  said  conccssimi;  that  the  ciuantity  tliereiu  spi^cilied  was  tliat 
above  chiimcd;  and  that  he  verily  believes  it  the  one  showed  hiin  liy  chiimanl  at  the  time  aboxc  mcntidned. 

The  board  reject  this  claim;  they  are,  however,  satisfied  tliat  tlic  concrssinn  is  ricilhiT  antrdaled  nor 
fraudulent.- -(See  book  No.  1,  page  214.) 

July  25,  1807. — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjourunicnl.  I'icscnt:  'Pho  iioni.rablc  .lnhii  IS.  C  Liiea.s, 
Clement  B.  PcMirose  and  Frederick  Bates,  es([uii-cs.  Mary  P.  Lc  One  pr.rilnccil  a  cdiiccssiun  i'nv  l."i,()00 
arpeuts  of  land  from  Charles  D.  Dolassus,  dated  1th  January,  ISUO.  ()n  tlic  suggc-<lion  of  the  a"-ent  of'  the 
United  States  that  there  had  been  an  erasure  in  tlie  above  concession,  tliis  case  was  laid  over,  to  enable 
the  claimant  to  produce  further  proof — (See  book-^'o.  3,  page  11.) 

Ocloher  8,  1808. — Board  met.  Present:  The  hmioralile  Clcincut  P..  Penrose  and  Frcdciick  P.atcs. 
Marie  Philipe  Le  Due,  claiming  15,000  arpents  of  land,  produces  to  the  boanl  tlie  concessidu  lor  tin-  same 
before  produced. 

The  board,  ou  a  re-examination  of  the  erasure  alleged  to  have  been  liiade  in  the  concession,  are  of 
opinion  that  the  same  was  given  at  the  time  it  liears  date,  7tli  January,  1800.  Laid  over  for  decision  — 
(See  book  No.  3,  page  284.) 

October  SO,  180tl.— Board  met.  Present:  John  i!  ('.  Lucas,  Clcmi^iit  B.  Penrose,  and  Fn>dcrick  Bates, 
commissioners.  Mary  P.  Le  Due,  claiming  15,001)  arpents  of  land,  situate  in  the  district  of  St.  ('harles.— 
(See  book  No.  1,  page  274;  book  No.  3,  pages  11  and  284.)  It  is  tlie  unanimous  opinion  nt'  the  board  that 
this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  182.)  Nota. — For  the  confn-mation  of  7,051; 
arpents  out  of  these  15,000,  see  Bates's  Decisions,  page  38. 

October  6,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  Lewis  F.  Linn,  F.  K.  Ccjnway, 
commissioners.  M.  P.  Le  Due,  claiming  7,944  arpents  of  land,  being  the  balance  of  15,000  arpents  granted 
for  services,  (see  record  book  C,  pages  443  and  444,)  the  (piantity  of  7,056  arpents  of  said  claim  having 
already  been  confirmed.  In  support  of  said  claim,  the  claimant  refers  to  the  evidences  produced  before 
the  late  board  of  commissioners. — (See  minute  books  No.  1,  page  274;  No.  3,  pages  11  and  284;  and  book 
No.  4,  page  182.)  And  for  the  confirmation  aforesaid,  see  the  report  of  the  late  recorder  of  land  titles  and 
the  laws  of  Congress,  2d  section  of  land  laws,  No.  290,  pages  699  and  700. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  8.) 

March  12,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
commissioners.  In  the  case  of  M.  P.  Le  Due. —  (Sec  page  8  of  this  book,  No.  6.)  Claimant  produces  a 
paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  7th  January,  1800. 
Also  a  plat  of  survey  taken  18th  February,  and  certified  by  A.  Soulard  5th  March,  1804.  Charles  Fremon 
Delauriere,  being  duh'  sworn,  says  that  the  signatures  to  the  concession  and  plat  of  survey  are  in  the 
respective  handwriting  of  C.  D.  Delassus  and  of  A.  Soulard.  Albert  Tison,  duly  sworn,  says  the  same. — 
(See  book  No.  6,  page  113.) 

November  1,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  (J.  Harrison.  F. 
R.  Conway,  commissioners.  M.  P.  Le  Due,  claiming  7,944  arpents  of  land,  it  being  the  balance  c>f  15,000 
arpents,  of  which  7,056  have  been  confirmed. 

The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  of  7,944  arpents,  being  the  balance  of  the  said 
15,000  arpents,  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  M.  P.  Le  Due,  or  his  legal  representatives,  according  to 
the  concession.  The  board,  after  examining  minutely  the  original  concession  produceil  in  this  case,  see 
no  cause  to  support  the  suggestion  made  by  the  agent  of  the  ignited  States,  before  the  former  board,  of 
there  being  an  erasure  in  the  same. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  288.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 


No.  8. — J.vjiEs  McDaxiel,  claiming  1,800  arjjeiit:^. 

To  Don  Zenon   Trudeau,  hrevctted  lieutenant  colonel,  captain  in  tlie  f^tulionari/  regiment  of  Louisiana,  and 

lieutenant  governor  of  the  western  part  of  Illinois  : 

James  McDanicl,  formerly  an  inhabitant  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  residing  in  this  country 
since  upwards  of  one  year,  lias  the  honor  to  observe  that  he  is  tenii)orarily  established,  with  your  per- 
mission, on  a  tract  of  land  situated  in  the  Pointe  du  Missouri  (Mis.souri  bottom;)  that,  considering  his 
views  of  establishment,  he  has  not  thought  the  place  fit  for  the  object  intended;  therefore  he  supplicates 
you  to  grant  to  him,  as  you  had  already  permitted  him,  a  tract  of  land  of  1,800  arpents  in  superlicie,  which 
he  will  select  in  a  vacant  place,  where"  it  shall  not  be  prejudicial  to  any  person.  The  petitioner  presumes 
to  expect  this  favor  of  vour  instice,  and  of  the  encouragement  wliich  every  day  you  give  to  farmers. 

^  J        J  .  °  JAMES  McDANlEL. 

St.  Louis  OF  Illinois,  February  1,  1798. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  February  1,  1798. 
The  surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  party  interested  in  possession  of  the  land  hesolicits, 
and  afterwards  shall   make  out  a  plat  of  his  survey,  in  order  to  serve  to  solicit  the  concession  from  the 
governor  who  shall  be  informed  that  tlio  petitioner  deserves  the  favor  wliich  he  solicits. 

ZENUN  TRUDEAU. 

Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  November  23,  1833.  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^ 
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[No.  1173. 


No. 


Name  of  origiaal 
claimant. 


James  McUauiel, 
by  his  assignee, 
James  Mackay. 


Quantity, 
ia  arpeiits. 


1,800 


Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 


Concession,  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1798. 


By  whom  granted. 


Zeuon  Trudeau. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and  situatiou. 


Anthony   Soulard, 


29,  1802 


certificate  by  said  Soulard,  dated 
March  15,  1803,  on  Eiver  des 
Peres. 


Evidence  wilh  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

St.  Louis,  December  16,  1813. — James  Mackay,  assignee  of  James  McDanicl,  claiming  1,800  arpenta 
of  land  on  River  des  Peres.  Notice  also  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  receipt  of  James  L.  Donaldson,  late 
recorder  of  land  titles,  dated  February  28,  1806;  on  which  receipt  the  concession  of  said  McDaniel  is  the 
6th.  Autoine  Soulard,  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  has  seen,  held,  and  read,  in  1798,  a  concession  from 
Zeuon  Trudeau,  late  lieutenant  governor,  to  James  McDaniel  for  1,800  arpents  of  land  on  River  des  Peres. 
Witness  further  states  that  he  has  a  knowledge  tliat  the  concession  was  entered  by  claimant  with  the  late 
recorder  for  record. — (See  recorder's  minutes,  page  80.) 

St.  Louis,  June  2,  1818.- — This  day  James  Mackay,  by  Colonel  Lawless,  his  attorney,  as  authorized  by 
act  of  Congress  of  20th  April  last,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Mackay,  of  the  Missouri," 
filed  in  this  office  a  writing,  purporting  to  be  a  warrant  of  survey  or  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau, 
lieutenant  governor  of  the  late  Spanish  province  of  Upper  Louisiana,  called  western  part  of  Illinois, 
bearino-  date  February  1,  179S,  for  1,800  arpents  of  land  granted  to  James  McDaniel,  in  the  following 
wiH'ds  and  figures,  to  wit,  &c.  Afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  12th  day  of  June,  1818,  being  the  day  assigned 
for  the  presentation  of  subordinate  evidences,  both  written  and  oral,  the  said  James  Mackay  appeared 
personally,  accompanied  by  his  attorney,  and  presented,  in  support  of  the  claim,  a  writing,  purporting  to 
be  a  plat  and  field-notes  of  the  said  land  on  the  River  des  Peres,  in  the  following  words  and  figures,  to 
wit,  &c.  A  writing,  purporting  to  be  a  receipt  of  James  L.  Donaldson,  late  recorder  of  land  titles,  for 
sundry  papers  in  relation  to  sundry  claims  of  the  said  James  Llackay,  in  which  receipt  there  is  found 
eiuniierated,  among  others,  the  first  concession,  or  paper  purporting  to  be  a  concession,  to  said  James 
McDaniel;  also  deed  from  JIcDauiel  to  Mackay. — (Book  B,  page  433.)  General  Bernard  Pratte,  being  duly 
sworn,  saj's,  after  examining  the  concession  to  McDaniel,  as  above  stated,  that  the  body  of  concession, 
to  wit,  the  requtjte  and  the  decree,  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Autoine  Soulard,  and  that  the  signature  to 
the  decree  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of  Zenon  Trudeau,  late  lieutenant  governor.  Antoine  Soulard, 
duly  sworn,  says  that  the  requete  was  written  by  himself,  (the  witness,)  and  that  he,  the  witness,  saw 
the  late  lieutenant  governor,  Zenon  Trudeau,  subscribe  his  own  proper  name  to  the  decree  or  order  of 
survey.  Witness  further  states  that  more  than  one  year  past,  walking  up  the  street  with  James  Mackay, 
when  near  the  tavern  of  Peebles,  the  said  Mackay  observed  that  he  would  go  in  and  inquire  for  letters 
which  he  expected  from  his  son.  On  coming  out,  he  held  in  his  hand  a  letter,  which,  when  opened  in 
presence  of  witness,  was  found  to  be  anonymous,  and  to  enclose  the  concession  to  James  McDaniel  for 
1,800  arpents  of  land,  and  which  concession  has  already  been  said  to  have  been  mislaid  by  the  late 
recorder  of  land  titles,  or  stolen  from  his  office  in  the  year  1806,  which  said  letter  is  now  presented  by 
witness,  and  is  in  the  following  words  and  figures,  &c. — (See  recorder's  minutes,  page  163.) 

October  6,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present :  Lewis  F.  Linn  and  F.  R.  Con- 
way, commissioners. 

James  McDaniel,  by  his  assignee,  James  Mackay,  claiming  1,800  arpents  of  land  on  River  des  Peres, 
(see  record  book  E,  page  358,  recorder's  minutes,  pages  80,  163,  and  161,)  produces  a  paper  purporting 
to  be  a  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor,  dated  February  1,  1798;  also  a  plat  and 
certificate  of  survey  of  same,  executed  the  29th,  (month  not  mentioned,)  1802,  and  certified  by  A. 
Soulard,  March  15,  1803.  Also  a  report  made  by  Frederick  Bates,  late  recorder  of  land  titles,  to  Josiah 
Meigs,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  together  with  the  accompanying  documents,  marked  A, 
B,  0,  D,  and  E.  Also  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  letter  from  Gabriel  Long,  dated  October  29, 
1818.  M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  saith  tiiat  the  signature  to  the  concession  above  mentioned  is  the  hand- 
writing of  Zenon  Trudeau;  that  the  signature  to  the  smwey  above  mentioned  is  the  handwriting  of  A. 
Soulard;  and  that  the  signature  to  the  letter  above  mentioned  is  the  handwriting  of  Gabriel  Long. — (See 
book  No.  0,  page  9.) 

November  1,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
and  F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

James  McDaniel,  claiming  1,800  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  9  of  this  book.)     The  board  are  unani- 


mously of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  James  McDaniel, 
sentatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  289.) 

L.  F. 

F.  R. 

A.  G. 


or  his  legal  repre- 

LINxN. 

CONWAY. 

HARRISON. 


No.  9. — Old  Mine  coxcessiox. 

Don  Carlos  DehauU  Dela.<isus,  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  stationanj  regiment  of  Louisiana,  lieutenant  governor  of 

the  western  part  of  said  j)rovince : 
The  undersigned  inhabitants,  of  whom  the  greatest  part  are  natives  of  the  country,  and  the  rest 
Canadians  and  Frenclmien,  settled  since  several  years  at  the  place  known  by  the  name  of  Vieille  mine, 
(Old  mine,)  situated  on  one  of  the  forks  of  the  river  Renault,  at  the  distance  of  sixty  miles  of  the  village 
of  St.  Genevieve,  and  at  about  nine  miles  of  the  village  of  Mine  a  Breton,  have  the  honor  of  representing 
to  you  that  their  confidence  in  the  reiterated  promises  of  their  chiefs,  and  in  the  generosity  of  the  govern- 
ment, lias  kept  them  in  such  a  state  of  security  that  they  have  delayed  till  this  day  to  make  the  necessary 
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demands  to  obtain  the  titles  of  the  land  they  cultivate  and  improve  since  a,  nniiilier  ul'  y<'ars.  'I'he  puhli- 
cation  of  youi-  official  note,  dated  May  18,  of  this  year,  a(ldr(\ssed  lo  the  cumniaiidant  nl'  the  p^st  ol'  St. 
Genevieve,  by  which  we  have  learnt  the  votrocessiou  of  this  enlony  to  l''raiice,  which  news  made  ns 
acquainted  with  the  precarious  state  of  our  properties,  and  has  caused  us  to  lalii'  (he  step  wr  arc  lakin,^- 
to-day.  before  j-ou,  hoping-  of  your  justice  that  it  will  not  belie  in  anytiiing-  th(!  Inuj;-  series  ..f  fa\i)is  which 
have  been  accumulated  upon  us  by  the  Spanish  government,  and  that  you  will  givr  us.  in  thrsc  last 
moments,  a  shining-  mark  of  your  justice  in  condescending  to  ac(]uiesco  with  our  respectful  repi-csentatinns. 
Therefore  the  thirty-one  heads  of  families  undersigned  have  Uio  hoiuir  to  supjilicate  you  to  have  the 
goodness  to  grant  to  them,  at  the  same  jdace  where  they  claim,  a  (piantity  of  hmd  corresjionding  lo  their 
population,  according  to  the  last  regulation  made  on  this  subject  by  his  lordship  the  late  governor  general 
of  these  provinces,  Don  Manuel  Gayoso  do  Lemos,  f.a-  the  said  cpuintity,  con-esponding  to  the  number  of 
individuals  composing  the  said  families,  to  be  divided  in  equal  portion  to  each  of  them,  and  to  he  allotted 
by  chance  according  to  the  dispositions  they  shall  take  among  themselves,  with  the  approl)ation  of  their 
respective  commandant,  Don  Francois  Valle,  as  well  as  with  the  surveyor  of  this  L'pper  Louisiana.  The 
said  undersi,gned  engagiu.g  themselves  beforehand  to  assure  you  that  no  contest  sluill  trouble  the  gooil 
harmony  which  reigns  amon,g  them  in  the  said  division;  to  obtain  whicli  more  surely,  they  hope  th;it  if 
you  condescend  to  grant  them  their  demands,  you  will  be  pleased  to  order  the  total  survey  of  the  (piantity 
of  lan^  which  will  correspond  to  them,  according  to  which  a  certificate  of  survej-  will  be  expedited,  to 
serve  to  the  said  inhabitants  to  claim  their  title  in  fiirm  from  whom  it  may  conceim.  The  said  plat  of 
survey  shall  have  to  be  divided,  according  to  the  abovc-menti(ined  agreement,  in  as  many  ecpial  jiortions, 
which  shall  all  be  numbered,  and  each  of  the  said  inhabit. ints  will  have  to  he  pat  in  possession  of  a 
figurative  plat  of  the  part  of  land  which  shall  fall  to  him  by  lot,  with  the  attestation  of  the  survey(n-,  to 
serve  to  each  of  them  as  a  proof  of  property;  precautions  which  they  believe  they  ought  to  tak(;  t(}  lie  able 
to  avoid  henceforward  difficulties  which  mi.ght  take  place  amon.g  themselves. 

The  said  undersigned  inhabitants  have  the  honor  of  reiterating  their  supplications,  and  of  representing 
to  you  that  this  same  concession  was  jiromised  to  them  b_y  your  jn-edccessors  since  a  nundjer  of  3'cars,  and 
that  the  great  coulidencc  they  had  in  these  same  promises  are  the  onlj-  wron,gs  they  are  guilty  of;  truth 
which  can  be  attested  to  you  by  our  worthy  respective  commandant,  Don  Fran9ois  Valle,  to  whose 
information  we  do  recommend  ourselves  with  the  same  confidence,  whi(di  causes  us  to  believe  that  you 
will  be  pleased  to  grant  to  us  the  concession  for  the  quantity  of  land  correspondin,g  to  the  totality  of  the 
population  of  the  families  of  the  undersigned,  at  the  same  place  where  they  claim,  to  enjoy  in  full  property 
the  part  which  will  fall  to  each  by  lot,  and  exercise  their  industrj'  as  well  in  agriculture  as  in  digging 
lead  mineral,  which  nnght  be  iiiund  on  said  land.  The  nndersigncd,  having  no  other  views  but  to  live  as 
peaceable  and  submissive  farmers,  presume  with  confidence  to  liope  everything  of  your  justice. 

Gharlean  Boz(;.  Louis  Boyer,  his  y.  mark. 

Ilypolitc  Robert.  Louis  Lacroix,  his   x  mark. 

Charles  Roliert,  his   y,  mark.  Bazil  Valle,  his   1-!   mark. 

AVidow  Colinant,  her  x   mark.  J.  Guibourd. 

Maniche,  his  y,  mark.  Francois  Thibaut,  his   y.  mark. 

Blaj-,  his  y,  mark.  Jacob  Boisse,  his  y.-  mark. 

Antoine  Govereau,  his   y,  mark.  -Jos.  Bequet,  his   y.  mark. 

Pierre  Bte.  Boyer,  his   y   mark.  Francois   Milhomme,  his   y.  mark. 

Bernard  Colmant,  his   y.  mark.  James  Hoxe. 

Alexandre  Duclos,  his   y  mark.  N.  Boilvin. 

Amable  Partnay,  liis   y,  mark.  Jh.  Pratte. 

Joseph  Boyer.  Pierre  JLartin,  his   y   mark. 

John  Porter.  Francois  Bte.  Valle. 

JLmuel  Blanco.  P.  Charles. 

Bapt.  Placet,  bis   x  mark.  Aug't  Valle. 

Jean  Robert,  his   y.  mark.  Amable  Paseuutc,  his  y  mark. 

St.  Genevieve,  May  -25,  1803. 

Be  the  present  petition  transmitted  to  the  lieutenant  governor,  with  information  that  the  allegations 
of  the  petitioners  are  in  all  and  every  part  conformable  to  the  most  exact  truth;  that  they  are  worthy  of 
obtaining  the  favor  whicli  they  beg  of  your  justice;  that  the  tract  of  land  they  ask  makes  a  part  of  his 
Majesty's  domain;  that  the  proposed  settlement  can  be  but  advantageous  to  the  country  in  general,  and 
that  the  total  population  of  the  families  of  the  undersigned  is  coujposed  of  the  following  number  of 
individuals:  heads  of  families,  31;  women,  13;  children,  (-2;  slaves,  18.  The  knowledge  I  have  acquired 
of  the  locality  and  of  the  character  of  the  interested  ieail  me  to  recommend  them  particularly  to  your 
iustice.as  I  consider  them  worthv  of  obtaining  from  the  government  the  favor  they  solicit  forwitli  respect. 
■>  '  -      ■  .0  FRANCISCO  VALLE, 

St.  Genevieve,  May  25,  1803. 


St.  Loris  of  Illinois,  June  4,  1803. 
Cognizance  being  taken  of  what  is  advanced  in  this  memorial,  dated  .May  2.5,  of  this  year,  supported 
by  the  information  of'the  Captain  Don  Francisco  Valle,  commandant  of  the  t(jwn  of  ht.  Geiievieve,  ■■i"'\}'y 
his  official  note  of  same  date.  Considering  the  authenticity  of  the  said  informations,  besides  the  iicleldy 
and  affection  which  these  inhabitants  have  always  manifested,  so  much  so,  that  at  all  times  they  deserved 
praises  from  the  authorities,  and  the  miserable  state  in  which  the  interested  would  find  themselves,  it,  in 
these  circumstances  of  effectuating  the  delivery  of  the  colony,  they  had  iTr,  title  to  prove  the  antiquity  o 
their  properties,  I  do  grant  to  them  in  full  property  for  them  and  their  heirs,  in  the  same  place  they  inhabit 
and  cultivate  since  many  years,  which  properties  were  assigned  to  them  by  my  predecessors  as  bdlows: 
Four  hundred  arpeuts  iirsuperficie  for  each  of  the  thirty-one  families  that  have  signed,  which  will  make 
the  quantity  of  twelve  thousand  four  hundred  arpeuts  in  superficie,  which  quantity  shall  be  surveyed  m  a 
square  forin  if  possible,  and  no  one  of  these  concessions  shall  be  taken  separately,  but  (the  whole  tract) 
shall  be  divided  in  thirty-one  parts  of  400  arpentseach,  which,  after  being  surveyed,  and  figurative  plats 
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executed  sliall  be  numbered  and  drawn  by  lot  in  presence  of  Don  Francisco  Valle,  or  another  officer 
commissioned  by  hini  to  represent  liim  at  the  said  drawing,  and  the  drawing  of  numbers  shall  begin  by 
the  first  sett!ed"in  said  place,  and  will  follow  successively  to  the  last  one  settled;  and  the  surveyor  general 
of  tliis  Upper  Louisiana,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  will  execute  the  survey  according  to  what  is  specified  in 
this  decree,  and  conforming  himself  to  what  is  asked  by  the  interested  in  the  above  petition,  observing, 
as  to  what'relates  to  the  expediting  of  plats  and  certificates,  that  tliis  concession  must  not  be  prejudicial 
to  any  other  that  has  been  already  surveyed;  and  the  said  operations  being  done,  and  certificates  of  survey 
delivered  to  the  interested,  as  I  have  been  informed  (by  the  intendant  of  these  provinces,  Don  Juan 
Ventura  Morales,  in  his  official  note  dated  December  1,  of  last  year,)  tliat,  on  account  of  the  death  of  the 
assessor  of  the  intendancy,  tlie  tribunal  of  land  was  shut  until  a  new  order  is  received,  the  said  interested 
will  have  to  wait  for  this  new  order  to  the  said  tribunal  of  the  intendancy,  (to  which  alone  belongs,  by 
order  of  his  Majesty,  the  granting  of  all  classes  of  lands  belonging  to  the  royal  domain,)  to  obtain  the 
title  in  form;  in 'the  meanwhile  the  interested  will  possess  it  quietly. 


A  true  translation  of  the  original  Old  Mine  concession. 


CAKLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


Don  Antonio  Soulard,  surveyor  general  of  the  settlements  of  Upper  Louisiana. 

I  do  certify  that  I  have  run  the  lines,  measured  and  bounded  a  tract  of  land  of  twelve  thousand  four 
hundred  ar]ieuts  and  forty  perches  in  supcrficie,  in  favor  and  in  presence  of  the  thirty-one  heads  of  families 
wlio  have  signed  the  petition  here  annexed;  said  tract  to  be  hereafter  divided  in  thirty-one  concessions  of 
four  hundred  arpents  each,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  proprietors'  petition,  and  to  what  is  ordered  by 
superior  decree  of  the  lieutenant  governor;  which  lines  of  division  have  not  been  run  on  account  of  the 
taking  of  possession  and  of  the  order  which  has  been  forwarded  to  me  by  the  captain  of  artillery  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  Amos  Stoddart,  first  civil  commandant  of  Upper  Louisiana,  intimating  to  me 
to  suspend  all  sorts  of  operations  of  survey  on  said  tract  until  I  receive  new  orders;  and  as  I  am  obliged, 
by  my  private  agreement  with  the  said  settlers,  to  have  their  lands  bounded  and  divided  in  thirty-one 
concessions  of  four  hundred  arpents  each,  according  to  their  demand  in  the  above-mentioned  petition,  and 
as  it  is  ordered  by  tlic  lieutenant  governor,  as  soon  as  I  sliall  be  authorized  by  the  government  1  will 
conclude  faithfully  the  said  operation.  The  foregoing  survey  has  been  executed  with  the  perch  of  the 
city  of  Paris,  of  eighteen  French  feet,  lineal  measure,  of  the  same  city,  according  to  the  agrarian  measure- 
ment of  this  province.  Said  land  is  situated  at  about  fifty  miles  to  the  W.NW.  of  the  post  of  St.  Gene- 
vieve. Bounded  as  follows:  to  the  north  by  lands  of  F.  Tayon;  south,  in  part  by  lands  of  Elias  Bates, 
Augustin  Chouteau,  son  of  Don  Pedro,  and  by  vacant  lands  of  the  royal  domain;  to  the  east  and  west  by 
said  vacant  lands  of  the  royal  domain.  Said  survey  and  measurement  was  executed  without  regard  to 
the  variation  of  the  needle,  which  is  1°  30',  as  is  evident  by  the  figurative  plat  here  above,  in  which  are 
noted  the  dimensions,  directions  of  thalines,  other  boundaries,  &c.  Which  survey  was  executed  in  virtue 
of  the  decree  of  the  lieutenant  governor  and  sub-delegate  of  the  fiscal  department,  Don  Carlos  Dehault 
Delassus,  dated  June  4  of  last  year,  here  annexed.  In  testimony  whereof  I  do  give  the  present,  with  the 
figurative  plat  above,  drawn  in  conformity  with  the  survey,  executed  by  the  deputy  surveyor,  Don  Thos. 
Maddin,  dated  February  3  of  this  present  year,  and  signed  by  him  on  the  minutes,  which  I  do  certify. 

ANTONIO  SOU  LAUD,  Surveyor  General. 

St.  Louis  or  Illinois,  March  15,  1804. 


A  true  translation.     October  11,  1832. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 


Name  of  original  claimant. 


Quantity, 
arpents. 


Nature  and  date  of  claim. 


By  whom  granted. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 


Alexander  Duclos,  by 
his  assignees,  Jolm 
Smith,  T.  &  Co.,  and 
tiiirty  other  claim- 
ants, each  for  400 
arpents. 


420 


Concession  for  12,400 
arpents,  granted  to 
thirtj"-one  heads  of 
families.  June  4, 
1803. 


Carlos  Dehault 
Delassus. 


The  12,400  arpents  by  Thos. 
Maddin,  Feb'ary  3,  1804. 
The  31  divisions  by  said 
Maddin,  Dec.  20,  1805, 
certified  by  Soulard,  Feb. 
25,  1806. 


Evidence  with  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

October  22,  1808. — Board  met.     Present:  the  Hon.  Clement  B.  Penrose  and  Frederick  Bates. 

John  Smith,  T.  &  Co.,  assignees  of  Alexander  Duclos,  claiming  420  acres  (arpents)  of  land  situate  as 
aforesaid  (to  wit,  at  the  Old  Mine,  district  of  St.  Genevieve,)  produces  as  aforesaid,  (to  wit,  a  concession 
from  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  as  a  special  permission  to  settle  to  thirtj'-one  inhabi- 
tants,) the  same  concession  wherein  Alexander  Duclos  is  found  to  be  one  of  the  thirty-one  inhabitants; 
also  the  plat  aforesaid,  in  which  plat  said  Duclos  is  No.  1.  A  deed  of  transfer  from  said  Duclos  to 
claimants,  dated  August  24,  ISQo. 

Peter  Boyer,  sworn,  says  Alexander  Duclos  was  settled  in  the  village  of  Old  Mines,  and  inhabited 
and  cultivated  a  part  of  said  tract  of  12,400  arpents  five  years  ago,  and  for  three  years.  Laid  over  for 
decision. — (Sec  book  No.  3,  page  313.) 

Decemher  21,  1811. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates,  commissioners. 

John  Smith,  T.  assignee  of  Alexander  Duclos. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  814.)     It  is  the  opinion  of 
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Clement  B.  Penrose,  Cdnimissioner,  lliat  this  ohiini  i)M.o:lit  to  be  j;-i-aule(I,  hcin,;,^  eniliriiceil  liy  the  'iil  scriion 
of  the  act  of  '2d  March,  1805,  and  chiinis  witli  as  sli.L;-ht  testiiuonii's  have  hci'ii  j^aanli-d.  It  is  the  iiiiini.>ii 
of  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  commissioner,  that  this  chiim  oui^Hit  mil  lo  lie  granted,  hrcausi'  thi-  testiunmv  of 
Peter  Boyer  concerning  thi;  inhabitation  and  cnltivatimi  <.f  Alexander  Diichis  is  iiidcliniic,  and  ddcs'mil 
apply  more  to  tlio  part  of  the  connected  plat  to  which  his  claim  rrfia-s  than  l.i  anv  nllicr  part  uf  llu; 
12,400  arpents  represented  b_y  the  connected  plat.  Fn.'dcrick  Hales,  coinnjissionci-,  I'Milicai-s  givin<>- un 
opinion. — (See  book  No.  5,  page  530.) 

October  b,  1832. — The  board  met  pursnant  to  adjoiunment.  i'reseid  :  Lewis  \\  Linn  and  !•'.  \l.  Con- 
way, commissioners. 

John  Smith,  T.  &  Co.,  assignees  of  Alexander  Duclos,  ehiiming  420  acres  of  ianil  — (S<'e  book  No.  :!, 
page  313;  book  No.  5,  page  530;  record  book  1),  page  T:i.)  Produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  liie  origi- 
nal survey  for  12,400  arpents,  taken  the  3d  of  February',  and  certified  the  15th  of  March,  1804,  signed 
Antoine  Soulard,  surveyor  general;  sai<l  survey  not  heretofore  recorded. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  the  afon-said  survey  is  the  liandwriting  of  said 
Antoine  Soulard. 

The  said  claimant  also  fdes  a  paper  puriiorting  to  be  (iriginal  depositions  taken  in  belialf  of  said 
claimant  before  the  district  court  of  the  United  States. 

Muvemhcf  20,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournnu'nt.  I'resent:  Lewis  V.  i>iiin  and  F.  R. 
Conway,  commissioners. 

Old  Mine  concession  for  12,400  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  1),  page  07,  and  f  illowing;  record  of 
survey,  book  Vf,  page  13;  for  testimony  see  book  5,  page  530.) 

The  following  additional  testimony  was  taken  in  tiic  foregoing  case,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution 
of  tins  board  of  the  10th  of  October  last: 

State  of  Missouri,  counhj  of  St.  Genevieve: 

The  inhabitants  of  the  Old  iline,  31  in  number,  and  their  heirs  and  representatives,  each  claiming 
400  arpents  of  land,  situated  at  a  place  called  the  Old  Mine,  in  the  former  district  of  St.  Genevieve,  now 
the  county  of  Washington.  AVhen  Joseph  Pratte,  in  his  own  right,  and  Joseph  Pratte,  under  Antoine 
Govereau,  and  AValtcr  Wilkinson,  under  Bazil  Valle,  and  Charles  C.  Vallii,  in  his  own  right,  and  Francois 
B.  Valle,  in  his  own  right,  and  St.  Gcrmine  Bcauvis,  undm-  Thomas  Ross,  and  the  heirs  and  legal  re|n-e- 
sentatives  of  Jacques  Guibourg,  and  Bartholomew  St.  Germine,  under  Bte.  Placet,  produce  the  original 
concession,  dated  the  4th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  1803,  granted  on  the  petition  of  the  said  inhabitants, 
dated  the  25th  of  Maj^,  1803,  and  granted  and  signed  by  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor  of 
Louisiana.  The  claimants  also  produce  general  and  particular  plats  of  survey  made  according  to  law — 
made  by  the  proper  autiioritics  under  the  Spanish  and  American  governments.  Wlien  Pascal  Dotchmendy, 
who  is  aged  71  years,  being  produced,  and  duly  sworn  as  the  law  directs,  deposeth  and  saith  that  he 
came  to  this  country  in  the  year  1790,  and  that  he  has  remained  in  the  country  over  since;  that  he  is  well 
acquainted  with  the  handwriting  and  signature  of  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  who  was,  at  the  date  of  this 
grant  or  concession,  the  lieutenant  governor  of  L^pper  Louisiana;  that  lie  has  frequently  seen  him  write 
his  name,  and  that  the  name  and  signature  to  the  said  concession,  dated  the  4th  day  of  June,  1803,  is  the 
proper  handwriting  of  the  said  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  and  the  body  of  the  said  concession  is  in  the 
handwriting  of  Antoine  Soulard,  then  surveyor  general  of  LTpper  Louisiana.  This  deponent  further  states 
that  he  knows  personally  (for  he  was  frequently  on  the  lan.d  granted,  as  he  traded  to  said  place,)  that  the 
land  conceded  to  each  of  the  claimants  here  above  stated  was  taken  jiossession  of  by  them  in  person,  or 
by  some  person  for  them  and  for  their  use  and  in  their  behalf;  and  this  deponent  further  says  that  he 
knows  that  the  land  aforesaid  conceded  to  each  individual  was  not  only  taken  possession  of  as  aforesaid, 
but  that  many  of  the  tracts  were  actually  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  tlie  concessioners  in  person,  or  by 
some  person  for  them  or  under  them,  from  the  date  of  the  concession  aforesaid  till  the  present  time;  and 
this  deponent  further  states  that  as  early  as  the  year  1707  he  made  application  to  Zenon  Trudeau,  who 
was  then  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Louisiana,  for  a  grant  of  land  at  this  very  place,  and  that  said 
Zenon  Trudeau  refused  him  the  grant,  stating  as  his  reason  for  refusing  that  the  said  land  was  alreadj' 
promised  to  the  said  inhabitants  of  the  Old  Mine,  and  would  be  granted  to  them  so  soon  as  they  should 
make  the  application  in  form;  and  this  deponent  further  states  that  he  knows  that  each  of  the  original 
concessioners  aforesaid  were  at  the  date  of  the  concession  aforesaid  actual  inhabitants  and  citizens  of  this 
country,  and  that  the  otliers,  in  general,  continued  inhabitants  during  their  lives,  and  that  the  present 
claimants  are  all  citizens  and  residents  of  this  State;  and  this  deponent  further  states  that  he  has  been 
informed  from  a  source  entitled  to  credit  that  Moses  Austin  asked  for  and  wanted  a  grant  for  the  same 
land  aforesaid,  and  was  refused  by  the  Spanish  authorities  for  the  same  reasons  that  this  deponent  was 
refused. 

P.  DETCIIMENDY. 

Sworn  to  and  sul)scrilied  before  me,  the  subscriber,  Lewis  F.  Linn,  one  of  the  commissioners  app(jinted 
to  finally  settle  and  adjust  land  claims  in  Missouri,  this  21)th  day  of  October,  1832. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

[Translatioii  ] 

In  the  year  1800,  on  the  4th  of  January,  I  have  supplied  the  ceremonies  of  baptism  to  Charles 
Francois  Pierre  Auguste  Valle,  legitimate  son  of  Fran9ois  Valle,  civil  and  military  commandant  of  St. 
Genevieve,  and  of  Marie  Carpentier,  his  wife,  l:>orn  on  the   5th  of  March  of  the  preceding  year,  and 


sprinkled  (ondoye)  the  same  day.     The  godfather  has  been  Don  Carlos  Auguste  Delassus,  lieutenant  g^ 
crnor  of  Illinois,  the  godmother^  Miss  Julia  Valh^,  who  have  signed  with  us. 


MAXWELL,  Curate. 


I,  the  undersigned,  priest  officiating  at  the  Old  Mine,  and  being  for  tlie  present  in  St.  Genevieve, 
certify  that  the  above  certificate  of  baptism  of  Charles  Frani,'ois  Pierre  Auguste  Valle  is  a  true  copy 
faithfully  extracted  from  the  registers  of  the  church  of  St.  Genevieve. 

Given  and  signed  in  St.  Genevieve  the  30th  October,  1832,  the  curate  of  the  said  St.  Genevieve, 
Rev.  Mr.  Dahmen,1iaving  declared  to  be  unable  to  do  it  ou  account  of  sickness. 

(See  book  No.  G,  page  28,  and  following.) 
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J}i/i/  1,  1S33. — The  boiird  met  pnrsuaut  to  adjouriirnent.  rrusent:  Lewis  F.  Linn,  F.  R.  Conway, 
comiiiis.sioiiers. 

In  the  case  of  the  Old  Mine  eoncesfiiou  the  tulluwinj^-  testimony  was  taken  before  L.  F.  Linn,  commissioner: 

St.  Genevieve,  April  29,  1833. 

Jolin  Bonllicr,  beinj;-  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that,  as  curate  of  Joachin  parish,  (Old  Mines,)  he 
is  well  acquainted  with  some"  of  the  original  claimants  named  in  this  concession,  particularly  with  widow 
Coleman,  and  knows  that  she  has  H'lO  children  and  g-randcliildren,  most  of  whom  reside  on  the  concession, 
and  great  many  on  that  part  which  it  is  said,  according-  to  the  numbers,  belongs  to  her;  also  that  he  is 
well  acquainted  with  Chariot  Boyer  and  wife,  and  knows  they  have  KT  children  and  grandchildren,  nearly 
all  residing  on  the  concession,  and  several  on  that  part  wliich,  according  to  the  numbers,  is  said  to  belong 
to  them-  and,  also,  he  knows  well  the  widow  of  Jean  Portals,  and  that  she  lias  45  children  and  grand- 
children, and  most  of  whom  reside  on  the  concession,  and  that  part  which  is  said  to  belong  to  her 
according  to  the  number;  and,  also,  he  likewise  knows  Bernard  Coleman  and  wife,  and  they  have  35 
children  and  grandchildren,  many  of  whom  reside  on  the  concession,  and  that  he  knows  they  are, 
generally,  wortlij',  industrious,  honest  people,  and  that  they  have  exerted  themselves  much,  with  their 
Hmited  means,  to  build  a  church  and  preserve  their  religious  privileges;  that  he  verily  believes  if  many 
of  these  old,  respectable,  and  venerable  people,  relying  on  the  justness  and  liberality  of  the  government, 
were,  at  their  advanced  age,  to  be  deprived  of  their  lands,  they  would  inevitably  sink  under  so  heavy 
a  calamity. 

J.  BOULLIER.  • 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  day  and  date  ai.iovo  written. 

L,  F.  LINN,   Commissioner. 

(See  book  No.  6,  page  208.) 

Personally  appeared  before  L.  V.  Linn,  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  for  the  final  adjustment 
of  private  land  claims  in  Missouri,  Thomas  Maddin,  aged  93  years,  who,  after  having  been  sworn,  deposes 
and  says  that  he  was  deputy  surveyor  under  the  Spanish  and  American  governments.  Deponent  says 
that  he  surveyed  the  tract  of  land  called  the  Old  Mine  concession,  granted  to  31  heads  of  families;  he 
surveyed  the  general  survey  in  the  year  1804,  3d  of  February.  Deponent  further  states  that,  on  the  22d 
of  December,  1805,  he  run  the  division  lines  by  running  across  the  original  survey',  and  marking  a  point 
on  each  division  line,  so  that  each  individual  might  know  his  claim.  Deponent  further  states  that  he  run 
the  special  lines  between  claims  marked  in  the  plat  at  the  request  of  the  individuals  interested,  who  paid 
him  for  the  same.  Deponent  further  states  that  at  the  time  he  heard  of  no  complaints  or  dissatisfaction 
expressed  by  the  claimants  at  the  division  as  made,  nor  until  lately.  Deponent  further  states  that  it 
appeared  to  him  understood  between  the  claimants  that,  in  the  event  of  an  individual  who  had  made  an 
improvement  being  thrown  on  a  tract  where  there  was  no  improvement,  he  was  to  be  paid  for  his  labor. 

THOMAS  MADDIN. 

Subscribed  to  and  sworn  May  11,  1833. 

L.  F.  LINN,   Commissioner. 

Personally  appeared  before  L.  F.  Linn,  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  for  the  final  adjustment 
of  land  claims  in  Missouri,  Chariot  Boj-er,  who,  after  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  he  came  to  the 
place  now  called  Old  Mines  in  the  year  1801,  and  has  continued  to  reside  at  the  place  ever  since.  Depo- 
nent says  that  he  is  83  years  of  age.  Deponent  further  states  that  Baptiste  Valle  and  C.  H.  F.  Valle 
(Auguste)  never  resided  or  cultivated  land  on  the  Old  Jline  concession.  Deponent  further  states  that 
he  was  well  acquainted  with  Manuel  Blanco;  that  he  knew  of  said  Blanco  having  settled  on  and  improved 
a  piece  of  land  which  was  claimed  by  Elias  Bates,  and  not  embraced  in  the  Old  Mine  concession. 
Deponent  further  states  that  said  Blanco  never  resided  or  cultivated  laud  in  the  Old  Mine  concession. 
Deponent  further  states  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  John  Potel,  who  came  to  and  resided  ou  the 
Old  Mine  concession  in  the  year  1801;  that  he  commenced  that  year  to  build  a  house  and  barn,  after  which 
he  began  to  open  lands  for  cultivation.  Deponent  further  states  that  John  Potel,  jr.,  resided  in  a  house 
built  on  the  same  land,  which  house  joins  the  one  built  by  his  father.  Deponent  further  states  that  he 
was  well  acquainted  with  Pierre  Martin,  and  knows  that  said  Martin  never  resided  on  or  cultivated  land 
in  the  Old  Mine  concession.  Deponent  further  states  that  ho  was  well  acquainted  with  Jacob  Wise; 
that  said  Wise  never  resided  on  or  cultivated  in  the  Old  Mine  coucession.  Deponent  further  states 
that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  Alexander  Duclos,  who  inhabited  and  cultivated  land  in  the  Old  Mine 
concession.  Deponent  says  he  cannot  recollect  the  time,  but  it  was  many  years  since,  perhaps  in  1803  or 
1804.  Deponent  further  says  said  tract  of  land,  so  inhabited  and  cultivated,  lies  near  a  place  formerly 
inhabited  by  N.  Ilebert,  in  the  Old  Mine  concession.  Deponent  further  states  that  he  was  well  acquainted 
with  his  nephew,  Charles  Robert,  who  inhabited  and  cultivated  land  in  the  Old  Mine  concession,  which 
was  a  tract  of  land  adjoining  one  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  Alexander  Duclos,  their  houses  being 
the  width  of  one  arpent  apart.  Deponent  further  states  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  Joseph  Pratte; 
that  said  Pratte  never  resided  on  or  cultivated  land  in  the  Old  Mine  concession.  Deponent  further  states 
that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  Francis  Maniche;  that  said  Manicho  built  a  house  and  cultivated  a 
garden  in  the  Old  Mine  concession;  he  does  not  recollect  distinctly  at  what  time,  but  it  was  many  years 
since;  same  place  is  now  inhabited   by  Francois  Portel. 

CHARLOT  BOYER. 

L.  F.  LINN,   Commissioner. 


Caledonia,  Washinglon  counhj : 

Personally  appeared  before  L.  P.  Linn,  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed,  &c.,  John  Stewart,  formerly 
deputy  surveyor  in  Upper  Louisiana,  who,  after  being  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  came  to  this  State 
and  to  this,  now  Washington,  county  in  the  month  of  November,  1800,  anil  transacted  business  at  and 
near  the  Old  :\Iincs  in  part  of  the  years  1803  and  1804;  and  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  persons 
residing  at  that  time  in  tlie  Old  Mine  concession,  and  knows  that  Joseph  Pratte  resided  in  St.  Genevieve, 
and  never  was  to  his  knowledge  an  inhabitant  of  the  Old  Minos.  Deponent  further  states  that  C.  F. 
Auguste  Valle,  alias  Charles  C.  Valle,  was  at  that  time  very  young  and  did  not  reside  on  the  Old  Mine 
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concession.  Deponent  further  states  that  I'ien-e  Maitiii  was  a  resident  of  .Mine  a  riretnn  and  ncvei-  resident 
of  the  Old  Mines,  uor  did  he  cultivate  land  (Ui  the  same,  to  tlie  liest  of  his  knowled;j-e.  Deponent  further 
says  he  never  knew  or  heard  of  Baptiste  Valhi  beinj;,-  an  inhabitant  of  the  Ohl  Mm-  concession:  he  has 
always  heard  of  his  residence  being-  in  St.  Genevieve.  Deponent  furth<'r  states  that  Manuel  P.hinco  resideil 
on  apiece  of  land  belong-ing-  to  Elias  Bates  adjoining  tlie  Old  .Mini' eoneession;  h.'  never  knew  or  heard 
of  said  Blanco  residing-  on  or  cidtivating-  land  in  the  t)ld  .Mine  com-essiou.  Deponent  fuither  states  that 
Jacob  "Wise  was  a  resident  of  Mine  a  Breton,  and  never  an  inhabitant  of  the  Old  Mine  concession,  to  the 
■best  of  his  knowledge. 

JOIIX  STEWART. 
Sworn  to  and  subscrilied  ilay  14,  LS33. 

L.  F.  IjINN,  (Aimi)u.<.'<ii)nrr. 


Oi.n  MiN-E,  3[aij  11,  1S33. 
Personally  appeared  before  L.  F.  Linn,  one  of  the  commissioners  ap]jointed,  ..tc,  ilr.  John  'J'rindJe, 
-n-ho,  after  being-  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  came  to  reside  in  Upper  Louisiana,  now  the  State 
of  Missouri,  in  the  year  1811;  that  he  is  acquainted  with  the  g-eneral  survey  of  th(!  Old  Mine  concession, 
and  knows  that  lots  marked  one  and  two  on  the  plat  of  survey,  and  said  to  belong  to  the  Valles,  had  no 
appearance  of  habitation  or  cultivation  up  to  the  year  1817,  when  George  Breckenridge  built  a  cabin  on 
the  same  and  made  no  other  improvements. 

J.  T.  TKIMOLK. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  May  11.  1833. 

L.  F.  LIXX,  Cuinmia^ionfr. 
(See  book  No.  6,  pages  22.3,  -liCt,  227,  228,  and  229.) 

October  18,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  A.  G.  Harrison,  F.  K.  Conway, 
commissioners.     In  the  Old  Mine  case  the  following-  testimony  was  taken  by  F.  U.  Conway,  esip 

This  day  personally  appeared  Jacque  Bon  before  me,  F.  K.  Conway,  recorder  of  land  titles,  acting  as 
a  commissioner  for  the  final  adjustment  of  private  land  claims  in  Missouri,  this  6th  day  of  July,  1833, 
and  being-  sworn,  says  that  he  is  uearlj'  58  years  of  age,  and  that  he  is  not  interested  for  or  against  the 
part  of  the  g-rant  about  which  he  deposes  or  gives  testimony.  lie  says  he  settled  in  the  Old  Mines  in 
Washington  county  in  the  j-ear  1801,  and  has  resided  there  ever  since;  when  he  came  there  Charles  Boyer, 
Bernard  Coleman,  John  Potel,  Joseph  Boyer,  John  Polite,  Polite  Robert,  P.  Boyer,  Louis  Boj'cr,  and 
Alexander  Coleman  resided  there  on  small  improvements,  having  been  there  but  a  short  time  on  what 
■was  afterwards  surveyed  to  31  persons  by  Thomas  Maddin  about  two  years  after  this;  that  Boilvin  came 
to  this  affiant  and  imformed  him  he  was  obtaining  signatures  to  a  petition  in  order  to  procure  a  concession 
for  the  land  on  wliich  they  -were  residing,  ag-reeiug,  as  this  affiant  then  understood,  that  each  of  the  settlers 
should  have  the  improvement  he  had  made,  and  that  a  village  should  be  laid  oft'  on  the  land,  and  in  this 
■way  obtained  their  consent  to  sign  the  petition.  This  atliant  does  not  know  who  did  sign  or  the  number, 
but  has  been  informed  that  32  were  obtained ;  but  when  or  how  the  grant  was  obtained  he  does  not  recollect 
He  heard  about  that  time  the  names  of  some  who  had  signed  the  petition  were  stricken  off  without  their 
consent,  and  others  added  to  the  petition  before  the  grant  was  obtained,  or  about  that  time.  The  g-rant 
No.  1  was  granted  to  Baptiste  Valle,  and  No.  2  was  granted  to  Charles,  Frani;ois,  and  Auguste  Valle,  neither 
of  whom  ever  lived  on  or  cultivated  the  land  either  before  or  since  the  grant  was  obtained;  No.  5  was 
granted  to  Pierre  Martin,  and  No.  6  to  Jacob  Boise,  neither  of  whom  ever  lived  on  or  cultivated  the  land; 
No.  7  was  granted  to  Alexander  Duclos,  and  No.  8  was  granted  to  Charles  Robert,  neither  of  whom  ever 
lived  on  or  cultivated  his  ouli  land,  they  resided  on  the  land  granted  to  Jacob  Boise  near  where  N.  G. 
Hebert  resided;  No.  9  was  granted  to  Joseph  Pratte,  who  never  lived  on  or  cultivated  the  land;  No.  10 
was  granted  to  Francis  Maniche,  he  never  lived  on  or  cultivated  the  land  wliere  his  grant  was  made,  he 
resided  on  the  concession  No.  4,  as  this  affiant  thinks;  No.  11  was  made  to  Amable  Partenay,  No.  12  to 
Joseph  Blay,  No.  13  to  Francis  Robert,  No.  14  to  L.  Boyer,  neither  of  whom  lived  on  or  cultivated  the 
land  granted  to  him,  nor  did  any  one  of  the  persons  to  whom  a  grant  was  made  at  the  Old  Mines  as 
numbered  and  surveyed  by  Thomas  Maddin.  This  affiant  assisted  in  makin?^  the  survey  of  the  exterior 
boundary,  it  was  made  by  running  all  the  lines  but  the  closing  line,  tliis  was  not  run,  as  this  affiant 
believes;  neither  were  the  subdivision  lines  ever  run  by  Thomas  Maddin  between  each  grant;  he  run 
across  each  and  stuck  posts  about  the  centre  of  the  tracts  in  1805  or  1806,  at  the  request  of  those 
interested;  and  should  this  grant  be  confirmed  the  improvements  of  those  who  did  settle  will  be  on  the 
grants  of  others  who  never  settled  or  improved.  Several  of  those  to  whom  a  grant  was  made  claimed 
land  by  settlement  on  the  same  place  where  they  cultivated  within  the  bounds  of  this  survey,  and  some 
to  whom  a  grant  was  made  here  got  land  in  other  places,  of  those  claiming-  now  Jacob  Boise  is  one.  This 
affiant  knows  that  Alexander  Duclos  did  not  live  on  this  tract  more  than  two  years  at  any  time,  nor  did 
Robert  live  on  this  survey  three  years  before  he  sold  it.  Both  of  these  persons  settled  under  Boyer  (Joseph) 
who  had  the  land  enclosed,  and  they  built  in  his  enclosure,  one  of  whom  was  his  son-in-law  and  the  other 
his  nephew.  Joseph  Boj-er  lived  oi'i  lot  No.  6,  granted  to  Jacob  Boise,  and  Duclos  and  Robert  lived  to  the 
south  of  him.  Polite  Robert  and  Francis  Maniche  both  resided  on  grant  No.  4,  granted  to  John  Potel; 
Maniche  did  not  reside  here  more  than  one  year.     And  further  saith  not. 

his 

JACQUE  M  BON. 

mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  the  6th  day  of  July,  1833. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 

John  Trimble,  being-  sworn,  says  that  John  Potel  lives  on  hit  No.  5,  granted  to  P.  Martin;  he  does  not 
reside  on  the  grant  made  to  John  Potel,  jr.,  and  N.  P,  HiblarJ  formerly  resided  on  lot  No.  6,  granted  to 
Jacob  Boise.     And  further  saith  not. 


Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  tiie  9th  day  of  July,  1833. 


JOHN  TRIMBLE 
F.  R.  CONW^AY. 
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Araable  Fartenay  appeared  this  day  before  me,  F.  R.  Coaway,  recorder  of  land  titles,  acting-  as  a 
commissioner  for  the  final  adjustment  of  private  land  claims  in  Missouri,  who,  being  sworn,  saith,  that 
while  lie  resided  in  St.  Genevieve  he  saw,  in  the  possession  of  Francis  Vallii,  who  was  commandant,  a 
petition  for  land  at  the  Old  Mines  in  Washington  county;  he  offered  to  add  thereto  this  affiant's  name,  and 
finally  did  do  so,  asking  for  400  arpents  of  land,  French  measure.  This  affiant  says  this  was  in  the  year 
1196  or  1191,  as  it  was  shortly  before  he  moved  to  Potosi,  in  Washington  county,  which  was  in  1199. 
This  petition  contained  the  names  of  thirty-one  persons  Some  time  after  he  went  to  Potosi,  he  thinks  in 
1802  or  1803,  he  was  informed  that  Moses  Austin  had  a  number  of  grants,  and  was  going  to  survey  them 
at  the  Old  Mines;  and  when  the  surveyor  went  there  to  survey  said  Austin's  claims,  those  who  were 
interested  and  had  settled  there  prevented  him  from  making  the  survey,  believing  that  they  owned  the 
land,  or  ought  to  have  it,  having  petitioned  for  it.  This  afliant  went  immediately  to  St.  Genevieve  to  look 
for  the  petition  and  grant,  if  any  had  issued  on  the  petition  that  he  had  signed,  but  found  neither  a  grant 
either  there  or  at  St.  Louis.  Wliile  at  St.  Louis  the  commandant,  Delassus,  informed  this  affiant  he  would 
prove  that  a  petition  had  existed;  he  might  obtain  from  Francis  Valid,  the  commandant  at  St.  Genevieve, 
a  cop3'  of  the  lu'st  petition,  and  he  would  give  a  grant  for  the  land.  This  affiant  went  back  to  St. 
Genevieve,  and  obtained  certificates  from  difi'erent  citizens  there  proving  the  existence,  or  that  a  petition 
had  existed  for  this  laud  to  thirty-one  petitioners  or  applicants.  "The  said  Francis  Valle  directed  his  clerk 
to  make  out  a  petition,  intended  to  be  a  copy  of  the  original,  according  to  the  instructions  of  Delassus. 
Instead  of  this  he  left  off  the  names  of  five,  at  least,  who  had  been  on  the  first  petition,  and  put  on  five  who 
were  not  on  the  first  petition;  and  the  said  Valle,  as  this  affiant  believes,  presented  this  petition,  and 
obtained  the  grant  iif  400  arpents  to  each  of  the  thirty-one  petitioners.  The  out  boundary  line  of  this 
survey  was  made  by  Thomas  Maddin.  This  affiant  had  become  bound  to  him  for  the  payment  of  his  fees, 
but  he  does  not  recollect  at  what  time  it  was  made,  but  not  long  after  the  grant  was  made;  but  he  did  not 
at  tliat  time  run  the  division  lines,  but  claimed  his  fees  and  sued  for  them,  but  could  not  recover  them. 
Afterwards,  in  1806  or  ISOI,  as  this  affiant  thinks,  the  said  Maddin  came  back  to  finish  the  survey,  and 
numbered  them  by  a  lottery  drawn  by  two  individuals;  they  were  numbered  from  1  to  31,  both  inclusive; 
to  this  several  of  the  claimants  objected,  as  they  might  lose  their  improvements,  but  it  was  done  notwith- 
standing-, and  the  survey  was  made  by  running  across  each  grant  about  the  middle  from  east  to  west. 
This  affiant  has  no  interest  at  this  time;  he  has  owned  grants,  but  sold  them  without  any  recourse  on  him. 
This  affiant  is  67  years  of  age,  and  one  among  the  first  settlers  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

AMABLE  PARTENAY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  the  6th  day  of  July,  1833. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 

This  day  personally  appeared  Amable  Partenay  before  me,  F.  R.  Conway,  recorder  of  land  titles,  acting 
as  a  commissioner  for  the  final  adjustment  of  private  land  claims  in  Missouri,  who,  being  sworn,  says  that 
he  has  no  interest  in  this  claim,  and  that  he  is  67  years  of  age;  he  knows  that  Jacquc  Bon  settled  in  the 
Old  Mines  in  the  year  1801,  and  has  been  cultivating  a  farm  there  ever  since;  he  has  been  married  for  a 
number  of  years,  but  he  does  not  know  at  what  time;  he  still  lives  on  said  land,  and  has  had  possession 
ever  since  he  first  settled  the  land  on  which  he  lives.  This  affiant  was  among  the  first  settlers  in  this 
part  of  the  country. 

AMABLE  PARTENAY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  6th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1833. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 
(See  book  No.  6,  pages  376,  377,  378,  379,  380,  381,  and  382.) 

Novemher  1,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Old  Mine  concession  for  12,400  arpents  of  land,  granted  to  thirty-one  heads  of  families. — (See  page  5 
of  this  book.) 

The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  tract  of  12,400  arpents  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the 
thirty-one  heads  of  families,  or  to  their  legal  representatives. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  289.) 

Conflicting  claims. 

By  letter  dated  October  2,  1833,  Solomon  Houk  states  to  the  board  that  he  bought  of  the  United 
States  the  SE.  J  section  20,  range  3  E.,  township  38  N.,  and  that  it  appears  on  the  plat  at  the  land  office 
that  his  purchase  does  not  interfere  with  the  Old  Mine  claim;  but,  by  the  lines  of  the  said  Old  Mine  claim, 
his  said  purchase  would  take  off  from  60  to  65  acres  of  the  aforesaid  Old  Mine  concession. 

Peter  Boyer,  one  of  the  concessioners  in  the  above  grant,  claimed  639|  acres  and  12  poles  as  a  settle- 
ment right,  situated  within  the  bounds  of  the  survey  made  for  the  thirty-one  inhabitants,  upon  which  a 
report  recommending  the  confirmation  of  the  same  was  made  by  the  recorder.  Bates,  November  1,  181.5, 
and  which  is  considered  as  confirmed  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  as  per  his  letter  to 
the  recorder  of  laud  titles. 

L.  P.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 


No.  10. — David  Cole,  claiming  400  aiyents. 

To  Mr.  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor  and  commandant  in  chief  of  Upper  Louisiana: 

David  Cole  (German)  has  the  honor  to  expose  that  he  is  settled,  with  your  agreement,  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Missouri,  near  a  place  called  La  Fenime  Osage,  and  on  a  vacant  spot,  where  he  has  worked 
with  his  family  since  some  time.     He  respectfully  supplicates  you  to  grant  to  him  the  property  of  four 
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hnndiecl  aqicnts  ot'  l;uiil  iu  such  nuiiuicr  as  to  ineluilc  liis  prost-nt  cstalilisliinent ;  favor  wIiIl-Ii  Ik;  expects 
of  your  g-oo(liu'ss  ami  justice. 


St.  Louis,  January  23,  1798. 


lii.lrk. 


Inasmuch  as  the  land  solicited  apijertains  to  the  Kiii!.;-'s  domain,  and  is  nnt  prejudicial  to  any  ]iorKoii, 
the  surveyor  of  this  jurisdiction,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  iietiti.nicf  in  possession;  so  that,  after 
having-  fixed  boundaries,  he  may  solicit  the  concession  IVoiu  the  governor  general. 

Zi:.\t)N  TUniK.MI. 

A  true  translation.     St.  Louis,  Octolier  IS,  1832. 

Jl'Lirs  DE  MUN. 


No. 

Name  of  original  claimant. 

Quantity, 
arpents. 

Nature  and  date  of  claim. 

By  wlioin  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
Bituation. 

10 

David  Cole,  by  Jesse 
Richardson,        as- 
signee   of    James 
Mackaj',   who  was 
assignee    of    said 
Cole. 

400 

Concession,    Janu- 
ary 23,  1798 

Zenou  Trudeau. . 

Jas.  Mackay,  February  15, 
(eighteen  and  five;)  cer- 
tified by  Soulard,  Decem- 
ber 10,"l80o;  north  side 
Missouri,  thirty  nnles 
west  of  St.  Louis. 

Evidence  vith  reference  to  minutex  of  reeor(h. 

September  28,  1808. — Board  met.  Present:  The  Hon.  Clement  B.  Penrose  and  Frederick  Bates.  Jesse 
Richardson,  assignee  of  James  Mackay,  assignee  of  David  Cole,  claiming  430  arpents  of  land  situate  in 
the  district  of  St.  Charles,  produces  to  the  board  a  concession  from  Zcnon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor, 
to  David  Cole,  for  the  same,  dated  Januarj-  23,  1T98;  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey,  dated  Februarj'  1.5, 
1805,  and  certified  December  10,  1805;  a  certified  copy  of  a  deed  of  transfer  from  David  Cole  to  James 
Mackay,  dated  July  14,  1799;  a  deed  of  transfer  from  James  Mackay  to  claimant,  dated  September  10, 
1803.     Laid  over  for  decision, — (See  book  No.  3,  page  2(58  ) 

J»»e  14,  1810. — Boarfl  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Jesse  Richardson,  assignee  of  James  Mackay,  assignee  of  David  Cole,  claiming  430  arpents  of  land. — ■ 
(See  book  No.  3,  page  268.)  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See 
book  No.  4,  page  380.) 

October  6,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn  and  F.  R.  Conway, 
commissioners. 

David  Cole,  bj'  his  assignee,  Jesse  Richardson,  assignee  of  James  Mackay,  (see  book  E,  page  15, 
book  No.  3,  page  268,  and  book  No.  4,  page  380,)  claiming  400  arpents  of  land.  Produces  a  paper  pur- 
porting to  be  a  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  dated  January  23,  1798;  also,  a  plat  and  certificate  of 
survey,  certified  by  Soulard,  and  dated  December  10,  1805;  also,  an  affidavit  of  James  Mackay,  taken 
before  Jeremiah  Connor,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  St.  Louis,  dated  October  21,  1818,  authen- 
ticated by  Frederick  Bates,  secretary,  exorcising  the  government  of  tlie  Territorj'  of  Missouri,  dated 
November  10,  1818. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  the  said  concession  is  the  liandwriting-  of  Zenon 
Trudeau;  that  the  signature  to  the  above  survey  is  the  handwriting  of  Antoine  Soulard. — (See  book  No. 
6,  page  9.) 

July  24,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison,  and 
R.  F.  Conwaj',  commissioners. 

In  the  case  of  David  Cole,  claiming  400  arpents  of  land,  (see  page  9  of  this  book,  Xo.  6,)  the  follow- 
ing testimony  was  taken  before  A.  G.  Harrison,  one  of  the  commissioners: 

Isaac  Vanlibber,  sr.,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  in  the  year  1800  he,  the  witness,  rented  of  David 
Cole  a  field  iu  Darst  bottom,  on  the  Missouri  river,  consisting  of  three  or  four  acres,  which  field  witness 
put  in  corn  that  year  and  raised  a  crop  on  it;  that  said  field  had  been  cultivated  the  year  preceding  by 
said  Cole;  that  said  Cole  had  a  cabin  on  said  tract  of  land  and  lived  there;  that  said  place  has  been  in 
cultivation  ever  since,  and  is  the  place  where  one  Zachariah  Moore  now  lives;  that  said  place  or  tract  of 
land  was  bounded  by  Joshua  Dodson's  claim,  Joseph  Hayne's,  David  Darst's,  by  my  own,  (the  witness's,) 
William  Hay's,  Colonel  Daniel  Boon's,  and  by  the  Missouri  river;  that  Darst's  bottom  is  sometimes  called 
Femme  Osage  bottom. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  237.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON,  one  cf  the  commissioners. 

LouTRE  Lick,  June  26,  1833. 

November  1,  1833.— The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
and  F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

David  Cole,  claiming  400  arpents  of  land.— (See  page  9  of  this  book.)  The  board  are  unanimously 
of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  said  David  Cole  or  his  legal  representatives,  according 
to  the  concession  of  400  arpents,  and  not  to  the  extent  of  430  arpents  shown  by  the  plat  of  survey.— (See 
book  No.  6,  page  290.)  ^    ^    ^^,.^ 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 
A.  G.   HARRISON. 
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No.  11. — John  Bassy,  claiming  1,600  arpents. 

To  Don  C.  Dehault  Belassus,  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Louisiana: 

Sir:  John  Besse  has  the  honor  to  represent  tliat,  wishing-  to  establish  himself  in  this  Upper  Louisiana, 
where  he  has  resided  for  some  time,  he  has  recourse  to  tlie  kindness  of  the  government,  hoping  that,  on 
account  of  his  numerous  family,  you  will  be  i)leased  to  grant  to  him  a  concession  of  si.xteen  hundred 
arpents  of  land  in  superficie,  to  be  taken  on  vacant  lands  of  H.  M.'s  domain,  in  the  place  which  will  appear 
most  convenient  to  the  interest  of  your  petitioner,  who  presumes  to  expect  this  favor  of  your  justice. 

JOHN  BASSY, 

St.  Locis,  January  5,  1801. 


Considering  that  the  petitioner  has  long  been  settled  in  this  country,  and  that  his  family  is  sufSciently 
larg-e  to  obtain  the  quantity  of  land  which  he  solicits,  I  do  grant  to  him  and  his  heirs  the  land  he  solicits, 
if  it  is  not  prejudicial  to  anybody;  and  the  purveyor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  interested  in 
possession  of  the  quantity  of  land  he  asks,  in  a  vacant  place  of  tlie  royal  domain,  and  when  this  is  executed 
he  shall  draw  a  plat,  which  ho  will  deliver  to  the  party  with  his  certificate,  to  serve  him  to  obtain  the 
concession  and  title  in  form  from  the  intendant  general,  to  whom  alone  belongs,  by  royal  order,  the  dis- 
tributing and  granting  all  classes  of  lands  of  the  royal  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 

St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  January  8,  1801. 


Don  Antonio  Soulard,  surveyor  general  of  the  settlements  of  Uiyper  Louisiana. 

I  do  certify  that  a  tract  of  land  of  1,600  arpents  was  measured,  the  lines  run  and  bounded,  in  favor  of 
Don  Santiago  St.  Vrain,  in  presence  of  Mr.  Alberto  Tison,  his  agent,  as  appears  by  the  above  figurative 
plat.  This  said  concession  was  bought  last  year  by  its  present  proprietor,  from  its  primitive  owner,  as 
appears  by  the  deed  of  sale  which  is  deposited  in  the  archives  of  this  government.  Said  tract  of  land 
was  measured  with  the  perch  of  the  city  of  Paris,  of  eighteen  French  feet,  according  to  the  agrarian 
measure  of  this  province.  Said  land  is  situated  at  about  fifty  miles  north  of  St.  Louis,  bounded  north, 
south,  and  west  by  vacant  lands  of  the  roj'al  domain,  and  east  equally  by  lands  of  the  roj-al  domain  and 
lands  of  Joseph  Burns;  which  survey  and  measurement  were  made  without  regard  to  the  variation  of 
the  needle,  which  is  1°  30'  east,  as  is  evident  by  the  above  figurative  plat,  in  which  are  noted  the  dimen- 
sions, direction  of  the  lines,  and  other  boundaries,  &c.;  this  survey  was  done  in  consequence  of  the  decree 
of  the  lieutenant  governor  and  sub-delegate  of  the  fiscal  department,  Don  C.  D.  Delassus,  dated  January 
8,  1801,  which  is  here  annexed.  In  testimony  whereof,  I  do  give  the  present  with  the  above  figurative 
plat,  which  was  executed  conformably  to  the  operations  done  by  the  deputy  surve3-or,  Di>n  Santiago  Rankin, 
on  the  10th  of  February,  1804,  and  signed  by  him  on  the  minutes;  all  which  I  do  certify. 

ANTONIO  SOULARD,  Surveyor  General. 

St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  March  20,  1804. 


A  true  translation.     St.  Louis,  October  18. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 

Name  of  original  claimant. 

Quantity, 
arpents. 

Nature  and  date  of  claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 

11 

John  Bas.sy,   by  liis 
assignee,    J.     St. 
Vrain. 

1,600 

Concession,  January 
8,  1801. 

Carlos  Dehault 
Delassus. 

James  Rankin,  February 
10,  1804;  certified  by 
Soulard,  March  20,  1804; 
50  miles  north  of  St. 
Louis,  on  Cuivre  river. 

Evidence  iviih  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

May  28,  1806. — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  Honorable  Clement  B.  Pen- 
rose, esq.  The  same,  (James  St.  Vrain,)  assignee  of  John  Bassy,  claiming  1,000  (1,600)  arpents  of  land, 
situate  as  aforesaid,  produces  a  concession  from  Charles  Dehault  Delassus  to  the  said  Bassy  for  1,600, 
dated  January  8,  1801;  a  survey  of  the  same,  dated  February  10,  and  certified  March  20,  180*4;  transfer 
of  the  same,  dated  September  3,  1803.     The  board  cannot  act. — (Sec  book  No.  1,  page  303.) 

August  n,  1811. — Board  met  Present:  Clement  B.  Penrose  and  Frederick  Bates,  commissioners. 
Jaques  St.  Vrain,  assignee  of  John  Bas.sy,  claiming  1,000  arpents  of  land,  and  John  Bassy,  claiming  600 
arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  303.)  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to 
be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  5,  page  318.) 

Octotjer  6,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F'.  Linn,  F.  R.  Conwaj',  com- 
missioners. John  Bassy,  by  his  assignee,  Jaques  St.  Vrain,  claiming  1,600  arpents  of  land. — (Sec  record 
book  C,  page  32T;  minutes  No.  1,  page  303,  and  No.  5,  page  318.)  Produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a 
concession  from  C.  D.  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  dated  January  8,  1801;  also  a  plat  and  certificate  of 
survey  signed  by  Antoine  Soulard,  surveyor  general,  executed  the'  10th  of  February,  and  certified  March 
20,  1804.     M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  the  handwriting  of 
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iVoLvmfe)-  1,  1833.— The  buard  met.  Present:  L.  P.  Liiui  A  O  TT'inw.,,,  V  V  <<  ,  ,... 
s.oners.  Jolm  Bassy,  claimin^^  1,000  arpents  of  laud.-lS^Vt.  10  ,  ^  «'  Lok^  T^^^ 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  cLaim  ought  to  be  confirmed  t^said  Jolm      t«,v  I'l.  1  l       '"''' 

scntatives,  according  to  the  eoncession.-(See  book  No.  6,  page  290)  ^'  '^^'''  ""'■'"'"" 

L.  P.  LINN. 

P.  R.  CONWAY. 

A.  Or.  HARRISON. 


No.    12.— T0l-.S.?AIN-T  CERRfc'.S  CONCESSION  FOR  PaYSA  ISLAND. 

To  Don  Charles  DehauU  Ddassus,  lirulcnant  colonel  aUaohcd  to  (he  sMionanj  regiment  of  Loumana  and 

lieutenant  governor  of  the  upper  imrt  of  same  pjrovincc:  ' 

Toussaint  Corre,  father  of  a  family,  ancient  inhabitant  of  this  country,  and  residin-  at  tlie  viIIar.-,> 
of  St.  Charles  of  the  Atissoun,  has  the  honor  to  supplicate  you  (considering  tiie  diniculty  of  raisin.-  cattle 
111  the  neighborhood  ot  the  settlements;  also,  the  scarcity  of  wood,  which  is  diminishiir.-  every  cky  )  to 
have  the  goodness  to  grant  to  him  the  concession  of  the  great  island  of  Paysa,  distant  al»,ut  IS'miles  from 
St.  Louis,  and  six  miles  above  the  mouth  of  Missouri,  and  by  its  proximity  belonging  to  the  Siianish  side 
the  mam  cliannel  passing  between  the  island  and  the  American  side,  and  in  low  water  it  beino-  fordablo 
from  our  side  to  the  said  island.  The  certainty  of  not  being  prejudicial  to  whomsoever,  and  the  amfidence 
which  the  petitioner  has  in  your  justice,  makes  him  hope  that  you  will  accede  to  his  demand  in  a  manner 
advantageous  to  his  views. 

TOUSSAINT  CERRE,  his  ^  mark 
St.  Lons,  January  15,  1800. 


I  sign  as  a  witness:  Auguste  CnonEAu. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  January  15,  1800. 
Cognizance  being  taken  of  the  contents  of  the  foregoing  petition,  and  being  satisfied  that  the  peti- 
tioner is  of  sucl^a  condnct  and  personal  merit  that  he  is  recommendable  auKmg  the  ancient  inhabitants  of 
this  country,  and  that  the  said  island  belongs  to  this  side  of  the  Mississipjii,  I  do  grant  it  to  him  in  all  its 
extents  of  width,  length,  and  superficie,  such  as  it  now  stands,  for  him  an(l  his  heirs,  to  possess  and  enjoy, 
and  dispose  of  it  as  their  own  property;  provided  it  does  not  do  prejudice  to  the  territorial  right  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  stipulated  in  article  four  of  the  treaty  of  amity,  navigation,  and  limits,  con- 
cluded between  the  two  powers  on  the  27th  October,  1795,  and  ratified  the  25th  of  April,  179(3.  And  Don 
Antonio  Soulard,  surveyor  general  of  this  Upper  Louisiana,  will  take  notice  of  this  title  for  his  intelli- 
gence and  government  in  what  concerns  him;  after  which  the  petitioner  shall  have  to  solicit  the  title  in 
form  from  the  intendant  general  of  these  provinces  of  Louisiana,  to  whom  alone  corresponds,  by  royal 
order,  the  distributing  and  granting  of  all  classes  of  lands  of  tlie  ro3'al  doraaim. 

CARLOS  DEIIAULT  DELASSUS. 

Registered  by  order  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  pages  9  and  10  of  book  No.  1  of  the  titles  of  con- 
cessions. 

SOULARD. 


A  true  translation.     St.  Louis,  October  19,  1832. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 


Name  of  original 
claimaDt. 


Quantity 
in  arpents 


Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 


By  whom  granted. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and  situation. 


12 


Toussaint  Cerre, 

by  his  assignee, 

Auguste  Chouteau. 


1,220 
75-100 


Concession, 
January  15,  1800. 


Carlos  Dehault 
Delassus. 


Win,  Millljurg,  (no  date.)  An 
island  in  the  Mississippi,  six 
miles  above  the  mouth  of  Mis- 
souri river. 


Evidence  with  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

September  13,  1808. — Board  met.  Present:  The  Hon.  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and 
Frederick  Bates.  Auguste  Chouteau,  assignee  of  Toussaint  Cerre,  claiming  an  island  in  the  Mississippi, 
commonly  called  the  Paysa  island,  about  eighteen  miles  from  St.  Louis  and  six  above  the  mouth  of  Mis- 
souri, produces  to  the  board  a  concession  from  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  for  the 
the  same,  to  Toussaint  Cerre,  dated  January  15,  1800;  a  certified  copy  of  a  deed  of  conveyance  from 
Toussaint  Cerre  to  claimant,  dated  December  28,  1803.     Laid  over  for  decision. — (See  book  No.  3,  p.  239.) 

June  7,  1810. — Board  met.  Present:  Clement  B.  Penrose  and  Predcrick  Bates,  commissioners. 
Auguste  Chouteau,  assignee  of  Toussaint  Cerre,  claiming  an  island  in  the  river  Mississippi. — (See  book 
No.  3,  page  239.)  It  is'the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book 
No.  4,  page  369. 

Oelohf'r  C,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  L.  F.  Linn  and  F.  R,  Conway, 
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commissioners.  Toussaint  Cerrd,  by  the  heirs  of  Augusta  Chouteau,  claiming  an  island  in  the  Mississippi, 
the  Paysa  island. — (See  record  book  B,  page  55;  minutes  book  No.  3,  page  239;  and  book  No.  4,  page 
369.)  Produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  concession  from  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor, 
dated  January  15,  1800;  also  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey,  signed  by  William  Millburg,  without  date. 
M.  P.  Le  Due",  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  the  said  concession  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Carlos 
Dehault  Delassus,  and  that  the  signature  to  the  said  plat  is  the  handwriting  of  said  Millburg. — (See  No. 
6,  page  10.) 

November  1,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
and  F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners.  Toussaint  Cerre  claiming  an  island. — (See  page  10  of  this  book.) 
The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  said  Toussaint  Cerre,  or 
liis  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  concession.. — (See  book  No.  6.  page  291.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 


No.  13. — AuGusTE  Chouteau,  claiming  7,056  arpents. 

To  Don  Zenon  Tnuleau,  lieutenant  colonel,  captain  of  the  stationary  regiment  of  Louisiana,  and  lieutenant 

governor  of  the  western  part  of  Illinois : 

Auguste  Chouteau,  merchant  of  this  town,  has  the  honor  of  representing  to  you  tliat,  having  heard 
advantageous  reports  of  several  tracts  of  land  situated  along  the  Mississippi,  at  about  50  miles,  more  or  less, 
from  this  town,  and  having  sufficient  means  to  establish  a  stock  farm,  (vacherie,)  he  has  the  honor  to  sup- 
plicate you  to  have  the  goodness  to  grant  to  him,  in  the  same  place  above  mentioned,  one  league  square  of 
land,  or  7,056  arpents  in  superficic;  said  quantity  has  never  been  denied  by  the  government,  either  in  the 
lower  or  upper  part  of  this  colony,  for  the  undertaking  of  such  establishments;  the  petitioner  having, 
besides,  the  project  of  establishing  on  said  land  a  considerable  farm,  hopes  that  you  will  please  to  patronize 
him  in  his  views,  which  cannot  be  but  advantageous  to  the  security  of  these  settlements,  and  to  the  interior 
communications,  in  keeping  off  the  Indians,  who  scatter  themselves  in  our  neighborhood  at  various  seasons 
of  the  year,  to  lay  waste  the  plantations  too  far  distant  from  one  another  to  lend  themselves  the  necessary 
help  in  such  cases. 

Your  petitioner,  full  of  confidence,  dares  hope  everything  of  your  justice,  as  well  as  of  the  generosity 
of  the  government  which  you  represent. 

AUGUSTE  CHOUTEAU. 

St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  January  5,  1798. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  January  8,  1798. 
Being  well  satisfied  that  the  land  solicited  belongs  to  the  royal  domain,  the  surveyor,  Don  Antonio 
Soulard,  shall  put  the  interested  person  in  possession  of  it,  and  shall  draw  a  plat,  with  his  certificate,  in 
continuation,  to  serve  in  soliciting  the  concession  from  the  governor  general  of  the  province,  whom  I 
inform  that  the  petitioner  finds  himself  in  the  circumstances  which  deserve  this  favor. 

ZENON  TRUDEAU. 


Don  Antonio  Soulard,  surveyor  general  of  the  settlements  of  Upper  Louisiana. 

I  do  certify  that  a  tract  of  land  of  7,056  arpents  in  superficie  was  measured,  the  lines  drawn  and 
bounded,  in  favor  and  in  presence  of  Don  Augustin  Chouteau;  which  measurement  was  done  with  the  perch 
of  tlie  city  of  Paris,  of  18  French  feet  lineal  measure  of  the  same  city,  conformably  to  the  agrarian  measure 
of  this  province.  Said  tract  of  land  is  situated  three  miles  west  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  fifty-seven 
north  of  this  town  of  St.  Louis  ;  bounded  N  W.  J  N.  by  lands  of  Joseph  Brazeau,  SE.  J  S.,  NE.  |  E.,  and 
SW.  J  W.  by  vacant  lands  of  the  royal  domain;  which  survey  and  measurement  were  performed  without 
regard  to  the  variation  of  the  needle,  which  is  7°  30'  £.,  as  appears  by  the  figurative  plat  here  above,  in 
which  are  noted  the  dimensions,  direction  of  the  lines,  and  other  boundaries,  &c.  Said  survey  was  executed 
in  consequence  of  a  decree  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  Don  Zenon  Trudeau,  dated  January  8,  1798,  here 
annexed.  In  testimony  whereof  I  do  give  the  present,  with  the  foregoing  figurative  plat,  drawn  con- 
formably to  the  survey  executed  by  the  deputj'  surveyor,  Don  Santiago  Rankin,  on  the  20th  December, 
1803,  signed  by  him  on  the  minutes.     All  which  I  do  certify. 

ANTONIO  SOULARD,  Surveyor  General. 

St.  Lolhs  of  Illinois,  December  29,  1803. 


A  true  translation.     St.  Louis,  October  19,  1832. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 

Name  of  original 
claimant. 

Quantity, 
arpents. 

Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and  situation. 

13 

Auguste  Chouteau, 
by  his  heirs. 

7,056 

Concession,    8th 
January,  1798. 

Zenon  Trudeau. 

James    Rankin,     December   20, 
1803  ;    certified  December    29, 
1803,  by  Soulard  ;  three  miles 
west  of  river  Mississippi,  and 
57  miles  north  of  St.  Louis. 
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Evidence  with  refernuv  to  minutes  and  re<vrds. 

November  2,  1811.— Board  met.     Present :  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  ami  Fre.lci-ick  15:itcs 
commissioners.  ' 

Anguste  Cliouteaii,  claiming  7,056  arpents  of  land,  situate  on  the  river  St.  Augustine,  district  of  St. 
Charles,  produces  a  concession  from  Zenou  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor,  dated  January  S,'lT98-a  plat  of 
survey,  dated  December  20,  1803,  certified  December  29,  1803.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the'board'tliat'tlii.s 
claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  5,  page  395.) 

October  8,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present :  L.  P.  Linn,  W.  Updyke  F.  1{. 
Conway,  commissioners.  '  <     ■     ■ 

Anguste  Choilteau,  by  his  heirs,  claiming  7,056  arpents  of  land.— (See  book  of  record  D,  pages  121  and 
122;  minutes  book  5,  page  395.)  Produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  concession,  dated  January  8,  1798 
from  Zenou  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor;  also,  a  plat  of  survey  executed  the  20th  of  December  1803  antl 
certified  December  29,  1803. 

Pascal  Cerre,  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  the  liandwriting  of  Zenon 
Trudeau;  that  the  signature  to  the  plat  of  survey  and  certificate  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Antdiire  Soulard- 
that,  in  the  year  1798,  and  long  before  fhattime,Auguste  Chouteau  was  considered  a  man  of  large  property; 
possessed  of  large  herds  of  cattle  of  all  descriptions;  owned  50  or  60  slaves;  in  fact,  was  the  richest  man 
in  Upper  Louisiana. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  12.) 

November  1,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present :  L.  F.  Lynn,  A.  (i.  Harrison 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Auguste  Chouteau,  claiming  7,056  arpents  of  land.— (See  page  12  of  this  book.)  The  board  are  unani- 
mously of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  said  Auguste  Chouteau,  or  his  legal  representa- 
tives, according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  291.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 


No.    14. —  To  Mr.    Zenon    Trudeau,   lieutenant   governor   and   commander-in-chief  of  the   western  j^rt   of 

Illinois,  dv.,  dc. : 

Prays  very  humbly,  Pierre  Charles  Dehault  Delassus  Deluziere,  knight,  &c.,  captain  and  commandant 
civil  and  military,  of  the  post  of  New  Kourbou  and  dependencies,  has  the  honor  to  submit  that  there  being' 
in  his  district  an  emigrant  from  the  United  States  of  America,  very  expert  in  the  art  of  makin"-  maple 
sugar,  and  refining  it  after  tlie  method  so  advantageously  practised  in  the  Jerseys,  he  determined  to  look 
for  a  piece  of  land  provided  with  maple  trees,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  sugar  manufactory  thereon 
and  causing  it  to  be  worked  according  to  the  process  used  in  the  Jerseys;  that  he  has  found  such  a  tract, 
situated  on  the  south  fork  of  the  Saline  river,  containing  about  one  hundred  arpents  in  superficie,  and  such 
as  it  is  designated  in  the  foregoing  plat,  at  the  entrance  to  which  he  has  caused  to  be  marked,  on  the  10th 
December  last,  a  white  oak  with  the  letters  D.  L.  S.,  and  three  maples  blazed  on  each  side  of  it.  Where- 
fore your  suppliant  addresses  himself  to  you,  sir,  to  the  end  that  you  may  be  pleased  to  grant  to  him,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  in  full  property,  the  said  tract,  containing  about  one  hundred  arpents  in  superficie,  for 
the  purpose  not  only  of  establishing  a  manufactory  of  maple  sugar  thereon,  but  also  of  sending  his  cattle 
to  graze  there  during  the  winters,  inasmuch  as  there  is  a  great  deal  of  cane  on  said  land;  doing  which 
the  petitioner  will  not  cease  to  pray  for  the  precious  conservation  of  your  days. 

DELASSUS  DELUZIERE. 

At  New  Bourbon  of  Illinois,  January  2,  1798. 


Cognizance  being  taken  of  the  above  petition,  and  of  the  request  made  by  Mr.  Pedro  Delassus 
Deluziere,  commandant  of  the  post  of  New  Bourbon,  the  surveyor,  Don  Auto.  Soulard,  will  put  the  party 
interested  in  possession  of  it,  (land  asked  for;)  after  which  he  shall  make  tlie  proces  verbal  of  his  survey, 
in  order  to  serve  to  solicit  the  title  in  furm  from  the  governor  general  of  the  province.  The  zeal  which  he 
(said  petitioner)  has  manifested  for  the  service  of  the  King  in  all  occasions  in  which  he  has  been  employed 
renders  him  worthy  of  receiving  this  favor. 

ZENON  TRUDEAU. 

St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  January  20,  1798. 


No. 

Name  of  original  claimant. 

Quantity, 
arpents. 

Nature  and  date  of  claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
Bituation. 

14 

Pierre  Delassus  Delu- 
ziere. 

100 

Concession,  January 
20,  1798. 

Zenon  Trudeau. 

On  south  fork  Saline  river, 
district  of  St.  Genevieve. 

Evidence  ivith  reference  to  minutes  and  7-ecords. 

Sittings  at  St.  Genevieve,  June,  1806. 

Peter  D.  Deluziere,  claiming  100  arpents  of  land,  situate  on  the  Saline,  produces  a  concession  from 
Zenon  Trudeau,  dated  the  20th  January,  1798,  and  granting  the  same  for  sugar  making. 

Israel  Dodge,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  a  sugar  camp  was  established  on  said  land  in  the  year 
1799.     The  board  reject  this  claim. — (See  book  No.  2,  page  25.) 

September  28,  1810. — Board  met.     Present:  John  B.  C  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  commissioners. 

Pierre  Delassus  Deluziere,  claiming  100  arpents  of  land  — (See  book  No.  2,  page  25.)  It  is  the  opinion 
of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (Sec  book  No.  4,  page  515.) 
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October  8,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  W.  Updyke,  F.  R. 
Conway,  commissioners. 

Pierre  DelassusDeluziere,  claiming  lOOarpents  of  land. — (See  record  book  B,  page  515;  minutes  book 
No.  2,  page  25,  and  book  No.  4,  page  515.)  Produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  concession  from  Zcuon 
Trudcau, 'dated  20th  January,  1798. 

Pascal  Cerru,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  the  handwriting  of  said  Zenon 
Trudeau;  states  that  he  knew  Deluzierc  as  commandant  of  New  Bourbon,  and  believes  he  was  yet 
commandant  of  said  place  at  his  death. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  13.) 

November  1,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  E.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Pierre  Delassus  Deluzierc,  claiming  100  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  13  of  this  book.)  The  board  arc 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  tliis  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Pierre  Delassus  Deluzierc,  or  his 
legal  representatives,  according  to  the  conscssion. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  291.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 


No.  15. — P.  Menard's  concession. 

To  Don  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieulenant  colonel,  attached  to  the  regiment  of  Louisiana,  and  lieutenant  governor 

of  the  western  x>art  of  Illinois : 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  state  that  being  settled  since  several  years  in  this  country,  and 
having  as  yet  received  no  donation  in  land  from  the  government,  favor  which  is  granted  to  all  the  other 
inhabitants;  besides,  the  undersigned  wishing  to  settle  on  a  piece  of  land  already  cleared  by  one  of  the 
name  of  Berthiaume,  who  has  abandoned  to  him  the  said  improvement  in  presence  of  witnesses,  the  said 
undersigned  hopes  of  your  goodness  that  you  will  bo  pleased  to  grant  to  him  the  said  piece  of  land, 
situated  on  the  river  La  Pomme,  (Apple  creek,)  as  follows:  twenty  arpents  in  front,  to  begin  at  the  mouth 
of  said  creek  and  ascending  the  Mississippi,  by  twenty  arpents  in  depth. 

The  petitioner  has  the  honor  to  represent,  at  the  same  time,  that  although  this  quantity  appears 
considerable,  there  is  not,  however,  in  all,  one  hundred  arpents  of  good  land.  The  only  real  advantage 
resulting  to  him  is  an  improvement  already  begun,  and  upon  which  there  are  some  buildings.  He  hopes 
of  your  goodness  that  you  will  condescend  to  grant  his  demand,  and  he  will  never  cease  to  pray  for  you. 

PIERRE  MENARD. 


St.  Louis,  November  5,  1198. 

The  four  hundred  arpents  of  land  solicited,  being  situated  in  a  vacant  part,  (of  the  domain,)  and  the 
petitioner  having  not  yet  obtained  any  land  of  the  government,  the  surveyor  of  this  jurisdiction,  Don  Ant. 
Soulard,  will  put  him  in  possession,  so  that,  after  the  survey  is  made,  he  may  solicit  the  concession  from 
the  governor  general. 

ZENON  TRUDEAU. 


A  true  translation.     St.  Louis,  October  22,  1832. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 


15 


Name  of  original  claimant. 


Quantity, 
arpents. 


Nature  and  date  of  claim. 


By  whom  granted. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date, 
and  situation. 


Pierre  Mdnard. 


400 


Concession,  Nov.  5,  1198. 


Zenon  Trudeau. 


Evidence  with  reference  to  viimdes  and  records. 

May  25,  1806. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Peter  Menard,  claiming  580  arpents  of  land,  produces  to  the  board  a  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau, 
lieutenant  governor,  for  400  arpents,  dated  November  5,  1198.  Laid  over  for  decision. — (See  book  No.  4, 
page  14.) 

March  19,  1810.— Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

PetcT  Menard  claiming  580  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  14.)  This  claim  is  for  400  arpents, 
and  not  580,  as  stated  in  tlie  minutes  referred  to.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not 
to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  298.) 

October  9,  1832.— The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  F.  R.  Conway,  W. 
Updike,  commissioners. 

Pierre  Menard,  claiming  20  arpents  of  land  in  front  by  twenty  arpents  in  depth,  on  the  river  a  la 
Pomme,  (Apple  creek.)— (See  record  book,  page  25;  book  No.  4,  pages  14  and  298.)  Produces  a  paper 
purporting  to  be  a  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau  to  P.  Menard,  dated  November  5,  1198.  Pascal  Cerrd, 
duly  sworn,  says  tliat  the  whole  concession  and  the  signature  to  it  is  the  handwriting  of  Zenon  Trudeau. — 
(bee  book  No.  G,  page  15.) 

A^i'cm6«- 2,  1833.— The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.G.Harrison, 
r .  l\.  Conway,  commissioners. 
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State  of  Missoi-ri,  County  of  Cape  Girardeau: 

Persoiiallj^  appeared  before  me,  L.  F.  Liun,  one  (if  the  cominis.sioner.s  aiipoinlcd  iiiidor  tlie  law  lor  tlie 
adjihstment  of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  Jonathan  Bois,  who,  beiny  duly  .sworn  arcordinj;-  to 
law,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  some  time  in  the  month  of  June,  1799,  he  was  af  the  month  of  Apph;  en'ck 
and  saw  Berthiaumc,  who  then  resided  there;  he  had  two  log-houses  or  cabins,  and  some  cleared  laud 
under  fence,  a  garden,  &c.  And  further  this  deponent  states  that  ho  was  at  the  same  place  in  the  year 
1804  or  1805,  and  the  said  Berthiaumc  (whose  given  name  he  does  not  recollect)  still  resided  lii(>re 

.TONATIIAN  ISOIS. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  October  17,  1833. 

L.  P.  LINN,   Cummissioncr. 

William  Eussell,  being  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  that  in  the  year  1799  he  was  on  the  east  bank  of 
the  Mississippi  river,  opposite  to  the  mouth  of  Apple  creek,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi;  and,  on 
inquiry,  was  told  that  a  Francois  Berthiaume  resided  there;  and  in  the  year  1802  he  was  at  the  moutl'i  of 
Apple  creek,  and  Fraugois  Berthiaume  still  resided  there,  and  had  a  small  improvement,  garden,  &c.,  at 
the  same  place. 

WILLIAM  RUSSELL. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  October  17,  1833. 

L.  F.  LINN,  Commissioner. 
(See  book  No.  ti,  page  15.) 

November  1,  1833.— The  board  met  according  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  P.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
P.  E.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Pierre  Menard  claiming  400  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  15  of  this  book.)  Tlie  board  are  unani- 
mously of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Pierre  Menard,  or  his  legal  representa- 
tives, according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  292.) 

Conflicting  claims. 

Kimmel  and  Taylor  give  notice  to  the  board  by  two  letters,  dated  November  3,  1832,  and  February 
IG,  1833,  that  the  surveyor  for  the  United  States  disregarded  the  original  survey  of  the  above  claim,  and 
made  a  fraction  on  the  Mississippi,  which  fraction  has  been  entered  and  paid  by  them.  Said  fraction 
numbered  1,097.  They  value  their  improvements,  for  the  present,  at  $2,500;  and  in  one  year  it  will  bo 
worth  $4,000,  as  they  are  continually  injproving.     John  Hays  can  certify  to  the  above  statement. 

A.  Ct.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

P.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  16. — Fraxcois  Saucier's  concession. 

To  Don   Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  colonel,  attached  to  the  stationary  regiment  of  Louisiana,  and 
lieutenant  governor  of  the  upper  part  of  the  same  province : 

Francis  Saucier,  appointed  by  your  predecessor,  Don  Zenon  Trndcau,  commandant  of  the  new  settle- 
ment of  Portage  des  Sioux,  formerly  an  oflicer  in  the  reformed  French  troops  of  the  navy,  and  father  of 
fifteen  children,  having  not  received  to  this  date  any  concession  from  the  government,  and  having  been 
obliged  to  make  great  sacrifices  to  correspond  to  the  confidence  of  your  predeces.sor,  when  he  (the  petitioner) 
left  the  village  of  St.  Charles,  to  go  and  take  the  command  of  that  of  Portage  dos  Sioux,  has  the  honor  to 
supplicate  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  grant  to  him,  in  full  property,  a  concession  of  8,800  arpents  of  land 
in  superficie,  which  will  be  divided  as  follows  :  600  arpents  for  each  of  his  children,  to  the  number  of 
thirteen,  under  his  charge,  which  makes  7,800  arpents,  and  1,000  for  him  and  his  wife  ;  this  will  complete 
the  above  stated  quantity  of  8,800  arpents,  to  be  taken  in  vacant  places  of  the  domain,  as  follows  :  1,000 
arpents  in  the  point  formed  by  the  rivers  Mississippi  and  Missouri,  to  the  eastward  of  the  land  of  Lewis 
Labeaume  ;  1,000  arpents  to  the  westward  of  the  small  lakes,  distant  about  forty  or  fifty  arpents  from  the 
village  of  Portage  des  Sioux  ;  and  finally  the  renuiining  quantity  of  6,800  arpents,  to  be  taken  in  a  vacant 
place  of  the  domain,  at  the  choice  of  your  petitioner,  who  hopes  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  take  his  demand 
into  consideration,  and  that  his  yea'rs,  the  numerous  family  which  he  has  to  maintain,  and  the  laborious 
task  he  fills,  without  any  rcnumeration  from  the  government,  will  be  strong  motives  in  your  opinion  to 

obtain  the  justice  which  he  presumes  to  deserve. 

■^  P.  SAUCIER. 

St.  Louis,  September  10,  1799. 


St.  Loi-i3  OF  Ili.i.vois,  September  18,  1799, 
Considering  the  numerous  family  of  the  petitioner,  and  examining  the  generous  sacrifices  made  by 
him  in  order  to  answer  the  views  of  government,  when  he  was  appointed  commandant  for  the  new  .settle- 
ment of  Portage  des  Sioux,  where  he  commands  and  performs  his  duties  with  the  greatest  zeal,  without 
enjoying  the  annual  salary  granted  by  his  Majesty  to  all  civil  commandants  of  posts;  as  much  for  these 
motives  as  in  consideration  of  his  great  age,  I  do  grant  to  him  and  his  heirs  the  land  he  solicits,  if  it  is 
not  prejudical  to  any  person  ;  and  the  surveyor  Don  Antoiuo  Soulard  shall  put  the  interested  party  in 
possession  of  the  quantity  of  eight  thousand  eiglit  hundred  arpents  of  land  in  superfice,  solicited  for,  m 
the  places  indicated  ;  which  being  done,  he  shall  draw  a  plat  of  survey,  to  be  delivered  to  the  interested 
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party,  with  his  certificate,  to  enable  him  to  obtain  the  concession  and  title  in  form  from  the  intendant 
a-eneral,  to  whom  alone  corresponds  the  distributing  and  granting  all  classes  of  land  of  the  royal  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 

Registered  by  request  of  the  interested  party. — (Book  No.  2,  pages  21,  22,  and  23,  No.  B.) 

SOULARD. 


The  deputy  surveyor,  Don  Santiago  Mackaj',  will  survey  the  quantity  of  six  thousand  eight  hundred 
arpents  of  land,  which  remains  to  be  taken  to  complete  the  total  of  the  above  title,  in  a  vacant  place  of 
the  domain  called  La  Fointe  Basse  de  la  Riviere  au  Sel,  (Salt  River  Bottom,)  situated  at  least  one  hundred 
and  eighty  miles  from  this  town  ;  which  tract  of  land  is  evidently  in  the  domains  of  his  Majesty,  and  con- 
sequently can  be  prejudicial  to  no  one. 

ANTONIO  SOULARD. 

St.  Louis,  December  5,  1803. 


St.  Louis,  March  15,  1799. 

I  have  already  made  known  to  you  that  several  Creole  inhabitants  of  the  neighboring  American  side 
had  manifested  to  mc  the  wish  of  forming  a  village  at  the  place  called  La  Portage  des  Sioux,  situated 
above  the  Missouri,  and  at  a  little  distance  from  Illinois  river  ;  considering  this  settlement  as  very  advan- 
tageous in  drawing  to  us  a  population  analogous  to  the  one  wanted  in  this  country,  besides  being  almost 
in  view  of  the  military  post  which  the  Americans  intend  to  form  at  the  place  called  Paysa.  This  is  an 
advantage  which  it  is  prudent  to  foresee,  and  which  must  be  most  important  for  the  future.  Furthermore, 
I  do  consider  that  this  same  settlement  will  be  a  respectable  guard,  which  may  put  a  stop  to  the  depreda- 
tions often  committed  by  the  nations  of  Indians  of  the  rivers  Illinois  and  Upper  Mississippi,  upon  the 
plantations  in  the  interior  of  the  country.  Owing  to  these  considerations,  and  knowing  that  you  enjoy 
the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  people  in  question,  that  you  know  them,  and  have  lived  a  longtime  with 
them,  I  do  entreat  you  and  recommend  to  you,  in  the  name  of  government,  to  employ  yourself  in  encouraging, 
silently,  the  said  inhabitants  to  execute  their  project,  and  putyourself  at  their  head,  if  it  is  possible  to  you,  and 
act  as  their  commandant,  giving  you  all  the  facilities  in  my  power  to  place  them  on  the  most  convenient 
spot  to  form  their  village,  and  assign  lands  to  them  for  cultivation,  in  proportion  to  the  faculties  of  each 
of  them,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  collect  the  greatest  number  of  people  possible,  giving  to  them,  however, 
just  what  is  necessary  to  live  with  ease  and  be  forever  contented. 

Having  no  doubt,  sir,  after  your  verbal  promise,  that  you  will  employ  yourself  to  fulfill,  for  the  greatest 
advantage  of  the  government,  what  I  propose  to  you,  I  have  given  orders  to  Mr.  Antonio  Soulard,  com- 
missioned surve3'or,  to  be  ready,  at  your  first  demand,  to  go  with  j'ou  on  the  spot  where  it  is  fit  the  village 
in  question  should  be,  to  have  the  lines  marked,  and  to  execute  two  plats  of  survey,  conformably,  as  much 
as  possible,  to  the  instructions  he  has  received  from  me,  for  the  one  to  be  delivered  to  you,  and  the  other 
to  remain  deposited  irj  the  archives  of  this  government. 

I  think,  sir,  that  if,  as  I  hope,  you  succeed  in  accomplishing  what  I  have  proposed,  you  will  have 
confidence  in  the  generosity  of  a  government  which  has  never  left  without  reward  any  services  rendered. 
The  service  in  question  is  important,  and  I  do  flatter  myself  that  you  will  have  but  to  congratulate 
yourself  for  having  employed  yourself  in  it. 

May  God  keep  you  under  his  holy  guard. 

ZENON  TRUDEAU. 

Mk.  Francois  S.^ucier. 

A  true  translation.     St.  Louis,  October  23,  1832. 

JULIUS  DE  MUN. 

Survey. — Land  of  Fran9ois  Saucier,  of  six  thousand  eight  hundred  arpents  in  superficie,  situated  in 
the  Salt  river  bottom,  at  about  forty  leagues  northwest  of  St.  Louis,  surveyed  December  26,  180.5,  having 
to  carry  the  chain  J.  B.  Taillon  and  Jos.  Recollet,  who  were  sworn  as  the  law  directs.  First  line  south 
45°  west;  the  trees  in  the  lines  are  marked  F.  S.  Point  of  departure  on  the  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  a 
lynn  tree;  at  —  arpents,  entered  in  a  prairie,  about  the  middle  of  which  are  five  or  six  oaks,  26  arpents; 
at  35  arpents,  went  through  hills  several  arpents;  at  40  arpents,  a  red  oak;  at  68  arpents,  a  white  oak. 
Second  line  east  45°  south,  at  20  arpents,  a  nut  tree;  at  40  arpents,  a  lynn  tree;  at  50  arpents,  crossed 
Salt  river,  running  west  \  northwest  and  east  \  southeast;  from  50  to  85  arpents,  prairie;  at  100  arpents, 
a  white  oak  and  little  river  of  the  Prairie  Gras.  Third  line  north  45°  east,  at  20  arpents,  a  white  oak ;  at  46 
arpents,  crossed  Salt  river,  a  white  oak;  the  river  runs  west-northwest  and  east-southeast.  The  little 
river  of  Prairie  Gras  (Fat  Prairie)  running  almost  as  the  line;  at  68  arpents,  near  the  Mississippi,  a  lynn 
tree.     Fourth  line  north  45°  west,  to  join  the  point  of  departure. 

FREMON  DELAURIERE,  Deputy  Surveyor. 

Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  November  2,  1833. 

JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


Saline,  February  15,  1806. 

My  Dear  Soulard:  I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  send  you  the  returns  of  the  surveys  I  have 
made.  1  start  to-morrow  to  finish  what  remains,  in  spite  of  the  alarms  caused  now  and  then  by  the 
Indians  ;  but  at  all  events  we  shall  be  five  men,  well  armed,  and  I  hope  that  we  shall  not  be  taken  so 
unawares  that  we  cannot  defend  ourselves;  besides,  it  must  be  done,  Indians  or  no  Indians.     In  places 
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so  renioto,   and  without  direct   comnmnication   witli   the   setth-monts,   I   do   nut    know   when    I   .sliall    1m> 

able 

forward  the  returns  of 

it  sliall  bo  as  soon  as  possible 

leg  always  UH 

can  hardlj'  ho 

yet  about  eight  days' work,  and   it  would  be  already  done  if  f  had   not  been  oliliged   to  coine   liack   im 

account  of  the  Indians,  the  first  time  I  went  to  survey  the  Bay  do  Charles. 

By  this  same  opportunity  I  write  to  Labeaunic  to  send  me  a  boat.  If  there  is  anything  new  in  your 
quarter  let  me  know  by  that  opportunity;  you  will  confer  an  obligation  on  one  who  is  always  y(jur  friend 
and  faithful  deputy. 

FREMON  DELAURIEKE. 

Mr.  Antoine  Souxakd,  Surveyor  General,  St.  Loid)<. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  November  2,  1833. 
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No. 


16 


Name  of  original 
claimant. 


Francois  Saucier 


Quantity,  in  arpents. 


Nature  and  date  of 
claim.s. 


7,800,  it  being  the  bal- 
ance of  8,800,  of 
which  1,000  have 
been  confirmed. 


Concession,  Sept. 
18,  1199. 


By  wliom  granted 


Carlos  Deliault 
Delassus. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date 
and  bitnation. 


6,800  arpents  by  Frti- 
mon  Delauriere,  De- 
cemlier  20,  180.5,  on 
Salt  river  bottom. 


Evidence  icith  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

May  2,  1806. — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  Hon.  John  B.  C.  Lucas  and 
Clement  B.  Penrose,  esq. 

Fran9ois  Saucier,  claiming  8,800  arpents,  situate  on  the  Mississippi,  district  of  St.  Charles,  produces 
a  concession  from  Charles  D.  Delassus,  without  any  condition  expressed  in  the  same,  dated  September  18, 
1199;  and  a  survey  of  1,000  arpents,  dated  January  30, 1804,  and  certified  February  15,  1804;  and  another 
survey  of  1,000,  dated  May  1,  1805. 

The  same  questions  were  here  put  to  Anthony  Soulard,  (see  David  Delaunaj',  claiming  800  arpents,) 
who  gave  the  same  answers.  It  was  further  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  board  that  claimant  is  the 
father  of  a  family,  composed  of  himself,  wife,  and  about  fifteen  children;  was  commandant  of  the  Portage 
des  Sioux  for  about  eight  years,  for  which  he  received  no  other  compensation  than  the  perquisites  of  office, 
which  were  trifling  and  seldom  paid;  and  further,  that  he  claims  no  other  land  in  his  own  name  in  the 
Territory  but  a  farm  of  400  arpents,  now  under  cultivation.  The  board  not  being  still  satisfied,  required 
further  proofs  of  the  date  of  the  above  concession,  which  were  not  adduced.  The  board  reject  this  claim. — 
(See  book  No.  1,  page  211.) 

August  18,  1810. — Board  met.     Present:  Clement  B.  Penrose  and  Frederick  Bates,  commissioners. 

Fran9ois  Saucier,  claiming  8,800  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  211.)  It  is  the  opinion  of 
the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No  4,  page  464.) 

October  9,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  W.  Lfpdyke,  and  F. 
R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Francois  Saucier,  claiming  8,800  arpents  of  land,  of  which  1,000  arpents  are  confirmed. — (See  minutes 
book.  No.  1,  page  211;  No.  4,  page  464;  record  book  C,  page  248.  For  confirmation  of  1,000  arpents, 
see  Bates's  Decisions,  page  41.) 

Produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  concession  from  C.  D.  Delassus  to  Francois  Saucier,  dated  Sep- 
tember 18,  1199;  also  a  survey  of  6,800  arpents,  (part  of  said  concession,)  executed  December  26,  1805, 
and  certified  by  Antoine  Soulard  on  the  20th  of  December,  1811;  also  an  original  letter  of  Zenon  Trudeau 
to  F.  Saucier,  dated  March  15,  1199. 

Pascal  Cerre,  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  the  petition  is  the  handwriting  of  Francois 
Saucier;  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  the  handwriting  of  C.  D.  Delassus;  that  the  signature  to 
the  survey  is  the  handwriting  of  Fremon  Delauriere,  deputy  surveyor;  and  that  the  signature  to  tlie  cer- 
tificate of  survey  is  the  handwriting  of  Antoine  Soulard,  surveyor  general;  that  the  signature  to  the 
above-mentioned  letter  is  the  handwriting  of  Zenon  Trudeau. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  15.) 

March  13,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
commissioners. 

In  the  case  of  Francois  Saucier,  claiming  balance  of  8,800  arpents  of  land,  (see  page  15  of  this  book, 
No.  6,)  claimant  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  commission  from  Soulard,  appointing  Charles  Fremon 
Delauriere  his  deputy  survej'or;  also,  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  letter  from  said  Delauriere  to  A.  Soulanl, 
dated  February  15,  1806,  and  receipt  of  same  by  Soulard,  and  signed  by  B.  Cousins  as  witness.  M.  P. 
Le  Due  and  Albert  Tison,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  the  signatures  to  the  receipt  are  in  the  respective 
handwriting  of  A.  Soulard  and  B.  Cousins. 

Charles  Fremon  Delauriere,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  survey  already  produced  is  one  of  those 
included  among  the  surveys  mentioned  in  the  above  letter;  that  the  survey  was  executed  at  the  time  it 
bears  date;  that  there  was  great  difticulty  and  danger  in  executing  surveys;  that  he  was  twice  repulsed 
by  the  Indians,  and  that  the  third  time  he  went  up  he  could  not  execute  several  of  the  surveys,  being 
prevented  by  Indians  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  nations,  although  he  and  his  companions  were  well  armed;  that 
surveyors  were  very  scarce,  and  it  was  difficult  to  procure  any  one  to  make  a  survey;  that  there  was  not 
half  tlie  number  of  surveyors  necessary  to  execute  the  surveys  that  were  then  to  be  made. — (See  book 
No.  6,  page  118.) 
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November  2,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournraent.  Present:  L.  P.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison 
P.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

In  tlie  case  of  Fran9ois  Saucier,  claiming  8,800  arpents  of  land,  (see  pages  15  and  118  of  this  book. 
No.  6,)  the  following  affidavit  of  Soulard  is  to  be  incorporated,  by  order  of  the  board,  with  the  other 
testimony. 

I  liercby  certify  that  Colonel  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  heretofore  lieutenant  governor  of  the  province 
of  Louisiana,  made  a  grant  of  eight  thousand  eight  hundred  arpents  of  land  to  Mr.  Prancis  Saucier, 
formerly  commandant  of  the  establishment  of  Portage  dos  Sioux.  That  said  grantee  made  an  application 
at  m}-  office,  while  I  exercised  the  duties  of  special  surveyor  of  the  establishments  of  the  province  of 
Upper  Louisiana,  under  tlio  S|)anish  government,  to  have  his  land  under  said  concession  surveyed,  which 
said  survey  was  prevented  from  being  made  of  the  totality  of  said  concession  or  land,  by  a  variety  of 
circumstances,  which  rendered  said  survey  at  that  time  inconvenient.  That  it  is  particularly  within  my 
knowledge  that  said  Mr.  Saucier,  while  formerly  an  inhabitant  of  the  village  of  St.  Charles,  was  invited 
by  the  late  lieutenant  colonel,  Don  Zonon  Trudeau,  predecessor  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  Delassus,  to 
quit  liis  situation  at  said  village,  and  to  fix  his  residence  at  Portage  des  Sioux,  in  order  that  he  might,  by 
his  influence,  draw  to  that  settlement  as  many  inhabitants  as  possible.  That  he  did  comply  with  the 
invitation  without  consulting  his  interest,  and  that  the  post  of  Portage  des  Sioux,  established  by  his 
efforts,  remained  under  his  command  until  the  change  of  government,  without  producing  to  him  the 
smallest  emolument.  I  declare,  also,  that  it  is  a  matter  of  notoriety  that  Mr.  Francis  Saucier  is  a  native 
of  Louisiana.  Tliat  his  father,  who  was  a  captain  in  the  troops  of  the  French  marine,  was  the  officer 
under  whose  direction  Port  Chartres  was  finished ;  that  said  Fran5ois  Saucier  is  the  officer  who  was  charged 
with  the  surrender  of  Port  Massac  to  the  English;  that  he  is  the  father  of  a  family  of  twenty-two  children; 
that  he  is  poor,  and  almost  eighty  years  of  ago;  and  tliat  he  has  never  obtained  any  other  favor  of  the 
Spanish  government  than  the  concession  heretofore  mentioned,  and  a  small  quantity  of  land,  being  a  part 
of  the  common  field  which  the  inhabitants  of  Portage  des  Siou.x  have  a  right  to  cultivate. 

ANT.  SOULARD. 
St.  Louis,  December  19,  1817. 


Territory  of  Missouri,  county  and  township  of  St.  Louis,  set. 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  December,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventeen,  before  me,  the  undersigned,  P.  M.  Guj'ol,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county 
and  township  aforesaid,  personally  appeared  Antoine  Soulard,  who  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law, 
made  oath  that  the  above  affidavit,  by  him  made,  contains  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the 
truth.     St.  Louis,  this  day,  month,  and  year  above  written. 

P.  M.  GUYOL,  J.  P.  [l.  s.] 

Frederick  Bates,  secretary,  exercising  the  government  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri. 

To  all  whom  it  may  concern:  Be  it  known  that  P.  M.  Guyol  is  and  was  on  the  19th  instant  a  justice 
of  the  peace  within  and  for  the  county  of  St.  Louis,  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  regularly  commissioned. 
In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  affixed  the  seal  of  the  Territory.  Given  under  my  hand,  at  St. 
Louis,  the  23d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1811,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  the  forty- 
second. — (See  book  No. ,  page .) 

FREDERICK  BATES. 

November  1,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  P.  Linn,  P.  E.  Conway, 
A.  G.  Harrison,  commissioners. 

Francois  Saucier,  claiming  7,800  arpents  of  land,  it  being  the  balance  of  8,800  arpents,  of  which 

1,000  have  been  confirmed. — (Seepage of  this  book.     For  confirmation,  see  Bates's  Decisions,  p.  41.) 

The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  7,800  arpents  of  land,  being  the  balance  of  the  said  8,800 
arpents,  ought  to  be  coniirmed  to  the  said  Prangois  Saucier,  or  his  legal  representatives,  according  to  the 
concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  292.) 

L.  F.  LINN, 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 

A.  G.  HARRISON, 


No.  17. — C.  D.  Delassus,  claiming  30,000  arpents. 

To  Don  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  royal  army,  captain  of  the  regiment  of  infantry  of  Louisiana, 
lieutenant  governor  of  the  settlements  of  Illinois  and  dependencies,  &c.: 

Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  colonel,  attached  to  the  regiment  of  infantry  of  Louisiana,  and 
for  the  present  civil  and  military  commandant  of  the  post  of  New  Madrid  and  dependencies,  &c ,  states  to 
you,  that  having  made  a  demand  of  a  tract  of  land  of  the  roj'al  domain  proportionate  only  to  a  part  of  his 
means,  which  tract  you  liave  granted  to  him  in  the  ycAX  1796,  conformably  to  the  orders  of  the  governor, 
the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  dated  the  8th  of  May,  of  tlie  year  1793,  he  now  solicits  again  your  justice,  that 
you  may  be  pleased  to  grant  to  him,  for  the  complement  of- his  means,  (conformably  to  the  said  orders,) 
the  quantity  of  thirty  thousand  arpents  in  superflcie  on  the  vacant  lands  of  the  royal  domain,  tliat  as  soon 
as  circumstances  do  permit,  and  the  occupations  of  the  royal  service  do  not  hinder  him,  which  is  the  case 
at  the  present  moment,  he  may  cause  them  to  be  surveyed,  and  use  them  to  establish,  if  possible,  two 
manufactories,  (one  for  making  soap  and  the  other  for  a  tan-yard,)  which,  if  he  can  succeed,  besides  being 
profitable  to  himself,  will  be  of  great  utility  to  the  public  in  procuring  soap  and  leather  much  cheaper 
than  at  the  present  prices,  having  to  bring  them  from  Europe  and  in  small  quantities  from  the  Americans. 

May  God  preserve  j'our  life  many  years. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 

St.  Loris  or  Tr.T.iNni:^,  February  3;  1708, 
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Sr.  Lulls  (IF  Illinois,  FrliriKin/  Id,  i7',is. 

Being-  sati,^!!^!   that  tlu'  land  sulicilrd   is  ul'  (he  Kinn-'s   d ;uii,  the   siirvi'Vi.r,  Den  .\iit..iii«j  .-^milaiil. 

sliall  put  tlio  interested  party  in  posses.sidn;  after  wliieli,  he  will  make  a  |ii.iee's  veilial  nf  liis  snr\cv,  to 
servo  ill  solieitiiig-  the  cencession  I'rDni  the  ,!j,-i)Veni(ir  general  ul'  the  pnivinre,  (o  wlmm  1  give  iiilnniiatidn 
that  the  individual  tiiids  liiniselt  in  eiienuistaiiec.s  that  deserse  this  la\ni-. 

ZKNOX  TlMhi:  \i:. 

I  send  you  Imck  the  primitive  titles  nf  the  eoneessinn  granted  tn  Mr.  l-'raneuis  Valli',  d'  ,<t,  (u'lievieve 
whci  has  retroceded  it  to  Mr.  Dodge,  and  of  wliieh  he  (Dudge)  has  ceded  the  hall'  tu  Mr.  Tardivean,  wIkj  has 
made  a  donation  of  it  to  you.     1  send  it  with  the  e.xaminaticjn  f  i-i.sii  j  and  aiiprohation  \,,n  desire.' 

By  this  (ijiportunity  I  liavg  written  to  Mr.  Zenoii  Trudeaii  to  grant  to  you  the  li'ael  where  yiai  will 
have  made  the  discovery  of  lead  mines,  with  adjaeent  lands  in  sullicieiil  i|u:inlity  I'^r  the  wnrking-  (,r  said 
mines;  provided,  however,  they  were  not  previously-  granted  to  otliers. 

Your  son-in-law  and  your  son  will  have  also,  as  you  wish  it,  a  [ilantation  in  such  a  jiart  of  Illinois  as 
they  will  choose,  and  of  an  extent  iiroportionate  to  the  culture  and  establishinents  they  propose  to  form. 
This  will  serve  as  an  answer  to  your  letter  No.  3. 

May  God  keep  you  under  his  holy  guard. 

EL  BAUOX  DE  CAKONDLLET. 

New  Orleans,  Jfai/  8,  1103. 


t! 


Kola. — This   is  the  translation  of  a,   copy  of  a  letter  wrilten   in    Erencli,  and   cerlilied  a  true  copy  of 
le  original  in  the  records  by  M.  i'.  Lel)uc,  recorder,  on  the  -!"th  of  Fehruary,  ISUO. 


Land  of  Charles  Dohault  Delassus,  of  30,000  arpents,  situated  on  Salt  river,  at  ahont  three  leagues 
above  its  mouth;  surveyed  on  the  2d  of  January,  ISOG.  Uaving  to  carry  the  chain,  J.  B.  Taillon,  Joseph 
Kccolet,  and  F.  Duchouiiuet,  who  have  been  sworn  according  to  law.     The  lino  trees  are  marked  C  I). 

First  line  S.  22i°  E. — Point  of  departure  a  red  oak,  at  -tS  arpents  a  sycamore,  at  CO  arpents  a  red  oak, 
at  80  arpents  a  red  oak,  at  100  arpents  an  elm,  at  130  arpents  an  elm,  at  150  arpents  a  honey  locust. 

Second  line  W.  22J°  S. — At  20  arpents  a  black  walnut;  at  40  arpents  a  black  walnut,  small  creek;  at 
70  arpents  a  hickory;  at  90  arpents  a  lyun  tree;  at  120  arpents  a  red  oak,  pine  fork;  at  140  arpents  a 
white  oak;  at  180  arpents  a  white  oak;  at  200  arpents  a  walnut  tree. 

(x\.t  some  arpents  to  the  south  is  the  lick  (glaive  sans  deaaein)  of  B.  Spencer.) 

Third  line  N.  22i°  W. — A  walnut  tree;  at  3  arpents  an  elm;  at  70  arpents  a  hickory;  at  115  arpents 
a  Cottonwood  tree,  crosses  Salt  river;  at  150  tirpeuts  a  honey  locust. 

Fourth  line  E.  22i°  N. — 200  arpents  to  strike  tlie  point  of  dejiarture. 

FKEMON  DELAURIERE. 


A  true  translation.     St.  Louis,  October  24,  1832. 


JULIUS  DE  .MUX. 


No. 


17 


Name    of   original 
claimant. 


Charles  Dehault 
Delassus. 


Quantity, 
in  arijents. 


30,000 


Naturu  and  date  of  claim. 


Concession,  Februaiy 
10,  1798. 


By  wlioiu  Krantcd. 


Zenon  Trudeau. , 


I'.y  whom  survoyed,  date,  and 
situation. 


Frcniou  Delauriere,  Jan.  2, 
1806.  On  Salt  river,  three 
leagues  above  its  mouth. 


EriJin<:e  irilh  rcfcrcncr  to  mimitrx  and  rccordrf. 

October  10,  1808. — Board  met.     Present:  The  Uons.  Clement  B.  Penn.isc  and  Frederick  Bates. 

Charles  Dehault  Delas.sus,  claiming  30,000  arpents  of  land  where  the  same  may  be  found  vacant, 
produces  an  official  letter  from  the  Baron  de  Carondelet  to  Dehault  Delassu-.,  father  of  claimant,  stating 
that  he  had  ordered  Zenon  Trudeau  to  grant  to  him  a  certain  tract  of  land  which  he  had  requested,  aiid 
also  that  a  plantation  sufficiently  large  for  their  cultivation  and  establishment  should  be  granted  to  his 
son-indaw  and  son,  dated  May  8,"l7'.)3".     Laid  over  for  decision. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  286.) 

June  18,  1810.— Board  inet.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  15.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  liates, 
commissioners. 

Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  claiming  30,000  arpents  of  land,  (see  book  No.  3,  page  286,)  produces  also 
to  the  board  a  concession  for  the  same,  dated  February  10,  1798,  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed.— (See  book  No.  4,  page  387.)  ^ 

October  9,  1832.— The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  W.  Updyke,  F.  E. 
Conway,  commissioners.  i  - ,  /. 

Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  claiming  30,000  arpents  of  land,  (see  record  book  B,  pages  51o  and  olb; 
book  No.  3,  page  286,  and  No.  4,  pag-e  387,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from 
Zenon  Trudeau  to  C.  D.  Delassus,  dated  February  10,  1798;  also  a  survey,  executed  January  2,  180G,  signed 

bv  Frenion  Delauriere.  .  .        ,  n  rv  n  i 

Pascal  Cerre,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  signature  to  the  petition  is  the  handwriting  ot  0.  D.  Delassus; 
that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  the  handwriting  of  Zenon  Trudeau;  that  the  signature  to  the  certifi- 
cate of  rec<n-d  of  concession  is  the  handwriting  of  Antoine  Soulard;  that  the  signature  to  the  survey  is 
the  handwriting  of  Fremon  Delauriere.  Claimant  refers  to  a  letter  which  was  oflered  m  evidence  under 
the  claim  of  Pierre  Delassus  Deluzierc,  dated  May  8,  1793,  signed  El  Baron  dc  Carondelet,  and  addressed 
to  said  Delassus. — (See  book  No.  0,  page  16.)  r^  ti   r- 

A'bi-mte- 27,  1832.— The  board   met   pursuant   to   adjournment.     Present:   L.  !• .  Liiin,  !• .  li.  Lonwa3', 

commissioners.  ,  ,  ^     ,-  ^i  ■    i      i     x-     p  n 

In  the  case  of  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  claiming  30,000  arpents,  (see  page  16  of  this  book.  No.  fa  ) 
.ert  Tisou  and  Charles  Fremon  Delauriere,  being  duly  sworn,  prove  the  handwriting  of  Carlos  Dehault 
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Delassus  to  ;i  petition  dated  February  3,  1198;  also  the  handwriting-  of  Zenou  Trndean  to  a  decree  of  con- 
cession dated  February  10,  1798.  The  above-named  witnesses  say  that  the  claimant  had  no  salary  as 
lieutenant  {.governor,  and  received  but  sixty  dollars  a  montli  a.s  his  pay  for  his  rank  in  the  army;  they  also 
say  that  he  acted  as  civil  and  military  governor  and  .judge;  that  his  jurisdiction  and  command  extended 
from  Arkansas  to  the  northern  extremity  of  the  Spanish  possessions  on  the  western  side  of  the  Mississippi; 
that  he  was  highly  considered  by  the  Spanish  government;  and  that  his  administration  of  the  government 
of  Upper  Louisiana  gave  general  satisfaction  to  the  people  under  his  command.  Albert  Tison  states  that 
Carlos  Dehault  Delassus  was  an  officer  in  the  European  Spanish  army;  that  by  his  good  military  conduct 
and  the  great  bravery  ho  showed  in  the  several  engagements  wherein  he  fought  he  acquired  great  honor; 
that  kn(;wing  the  destitute  circumstances  of  his  father  in  this  country,  he  was  at  his  own  request  promoted 
from  the  Guard  ^ValIon  to  the  stationary  regiment  of  Louisiana.  The  above-named  Fremon  Delauriere 
acknowledges  his  own  handwriting  to  a  plat  and  certillcate  of  survey.  Tlie  above  papers  have  already 
been  olfered  in  evidence  in  this  case. — (See  book  No.  (5,  page  50.) 

March  13,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
commissioners. 

In  the  case  of  C.  Dehault  Delassus,  claiming  30,000  arpents  of  land,  claimant  refers  the  board  of  com- 
missioners to  the  testimony  given  by  C.  F.  Delauriere  in  the  case  of  Francois  Saucier,  claiming  8,800  arpents 
of  land.— (See  book  No.  0,  page  118.) 

March  15,  1833. — The  boaid  met  pursuant  to  adjoiu-nment.  Present:  Lewis  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

In  the  case  of  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  claiming-  30,000  arpents  of  land.  John  Raptiste  Valle,  being 
duly  sworn,  says  that  he  is  seventy-two  years  of  age;  that  he  was  born  in  St.  Genevieve;  that  under  the 
Spanish  government  a  concession,  although  not  surveyed,  was  nevertheless  considered  as  lawful  property, 
transferable  by  sale  or  otherwise;  that  previous  to  1800  the  Spanish  government  had  no  other  means  of 
rewarding  its  officers  or  other  persons  for  their  services  but  bj'  granting  them  lands;  that  to  his  knowledge 
it  never  happened  that  a  grant  made  by  a  sub-delegate  was  ever  refused  by  a  governor  general.  The 
deponent  has  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Delassus,  as  being  lieutenant  governor,  could  have  obtained  any  quantity 
of  land  he  would  have  applied  for.  He  further  states  that  a  grant  obtained  from  a  lieutenant  governor  was 
considered  in  this  country  as  equivalent  to  a  complete  title;  that  when  a  concession  for  a  stock  farm 
(vacherie)  was  obtained,  although  it  was  not  settled  in  due  time,  said  concession  was  nevertheless  con- 
sidered as  the  property  of  the  grantee,  it  being  known  there  was  imminent  danger  to  settle  such  places 
on  account  of  the  Indians;  that  it  was  the  policy  of  the  government  to  encourage  as  much  as  possible  those 
remote  settlements;  that  to  his  knijwledge  the  government  never  sold  an  arpent  of  land,  even  in  Morales's 
time;  that  the  regulations  of  O'Ueily,  Morales,  and  Gayoso,  were  never  in  force  in  this  country.  Witness 
further  says  that  under  the  Spanish  govenmient  the  communication  between  this  country  and  New  Orleans 
was  very  difficult  and  very  expensive,  and  that  prevented  people  from  sending  their  papers  to  said  place, 
inasmuch  as  the  approbation  of  the  g'overnor  g-eneral  was  then  considered  as  mere  formality,  and  did  not 
add,  as  they  thought,  any  value  to  their  concessions;  that  it  was  the  custom  to  publish  the  regulations  in 
the  towns  at  the  sound  of  the  drum  or  at  the  church  door,  and  that  Morales,  Gayoso,  and  O'Reily's  regula- 
tions were  never  so  published  in  St.  Genevieve,  where  he,  the  deponent,  was  born  and  always  lived;  that 
he  had  several  concessions,  and  never  applied  for  the  governor  general's  approbation,  although  he  conversed 
on  the  subject  in  1795  with  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  who  told  him  that  if  he  wanted  more  land  to  ask  for 
it  to  the  lieutenant  governor.  The  deponent  thinks  it  is  probable  that  if  the  inhabitants  had  not  thought 
their  property  secured  by  the  treaty  a  number  of  them  v;ould  have  left  the  country  and  followed  the 
Spanish  government. — (Sice  book  No.  d,  page  125.) 

November  2,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  claiming  30,000  arpents  of  land.— (See  pages  6,  16,  56,  118,  and  125,  of  this 
book.)  The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Charles 
Dehault  Delassus,  or  his  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (Sec  book  No.  6,  page  293.) 

L.  P.  LINN. 
F.  R.  CONWAY. 
A.  G.  HARRISON. 


No  18. — F.  C.vii.i.or,  claiming  1,600  ar^xnl^. 


To  Don  Charles  DehauU  Dela^imst,  liculcnanl  colonel  attaclied  to  the  dationarij  regiment  of  Louidana,  and 

lieutenant  governor  of  the  same  province: 

Francois  Caillou,  one  of  the  oldest  inhabitants  of  this  town,  father  of  a  family,  wishes  to  make  an 
establishment  in  this  Upper  Louisiana:  therefore  he  has  recourse  to  your  goodness,  praying  that  you  be 
pleased  to  grant  him  sixteen  hundred  arpents  of  land  in  superficie,  to  be  taken  on  the  vacant  lands  of  the 
King's  domain,  in  a  convenient  place,  wliere  he  may  with  advantage  cultivate  the  land  and  raise  all  kinds 
of  cattle.     Favor  whicli  the  petitioner  presumes  to  expect  of  3'our  justice. 

his 
FRANgOIS  M  CAILLOU. 
mark. 
St.  Louis,  January  2,  1800. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  January  3,  1800. 
Considering  that  the  petitioner  has  been  a  long  time  settled  in  this  country;  that  he  is  father  of  a 
lamily,  and  possesses  sufficient  means  to  improve  the  lands  which  he  solicits,  I  grant  to  him  and  his  heirs 
the  land  he  solicits,  provided  it  is  not  prejudicial  to  any  person,  and  the   surveyor,  Don   Antonio  Soulard, 
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shall  put  the  party  interested  in  possession  of  the  qnantity  of  lau.l  hr  asks  l',,r,  ..n  a  va.-anl  pliicr  ,,C  il,,. 
vu.yal  domain;  and  when  this  is  executed  lie  shall  make  cmt  a  phil  .if  his  survey,  deliveriu-  Ihe  saiin'  I.. 
said  party,  with  his  oertilieate,  in  order  that  it  shall  si-rvc  him  1..  .iMain  the  concession  and  title  in  i'<>v\n 
from  the  intendant  general,  to  whom  alone  belongs,  hy  royal  ..rder,  the  dislribnting  and  granting  all 
classes  irf  lands  of  the  royal  dnmain. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  Noyendier   1,  183o 


C.V1;L(.)S  DKIlAl'l/r  I»KL.\S.sLS. 
.IILILS  DL  Ml  N. 


In  tuk  TOWN'  OF  Sr.  Lens  of  Illinois,  Awjud  12,  IHOO. 

For  want  of  a  notary  jnihlic  in  said  town,  before  me,  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  C(jlonel 
and  lieutenant  goyernor  of  this  Upper  Louisiana,  and  in  presence  of  the  assisting  witnesses,  Don  Josef 
Hortiz  and  Don  Francisco  Valois,  persimally  appeared  Francisco  Caillou,  an  inhabitant  of  this  same  town, 
who,  by  these  presents,  declares  and  confesses  to  have  this  day  sold,  made  oyer,  transferred,  arid  aban- 
doned, as  much  for  the  present  as  forever,  and  promises  to  give  "full  enjoyment  and  guaranty  against  all 
debts,  dower,  njortgage,  inhibitions,  substitutions,  and  generally  against  all  wliatsoever,  to  Don  Augustin 
Chouteau,  of  this  town,  here  present,  who  stipulates,  accepts,  and  acquires  for  himself,  his  heirs,  or  others 
who  may  represent  his  right,  a  quantity  of  land  of  eleven  hundred  arpents  in  superficie,  being  a  part  of 
a  concession  granted  to  me,  for  one  thousand  six  hundred  arpents  in  su]ierlicie,  by  the  lieutenant  governor 
of  this  Upper  Louisiana,  dated  January  3d  of  this  present  year.  I  do  liind  mys(d"f  to  put  the  above-nanii>d 
Augustin  Chouteau  in  possession  of  the  said  eleven  hundred  arpents  of  liind  as  soon  as  they  shall  be 
survej^ed,  and  the  figurative  plat  of  survey  be  delivered  to  me;  all  which  is  done  in  consid"eratinn  cif 
the  price  and  sum  of  one  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  which  the  aforesaid  purchaser  has  counted  to  me  to 
my  satisfaction;  and,  for  the  better  securing  the  above-mentioned  sum  received  by  me,  I  do  deliver  to 
him  the  petition  which  I  have  presented  to  obtain  the  said  land,  below  which  is  the  decree  of  the  aforesaid 
lieutenant  governor.  And  the  purchaser  gives  himself  for  contented  and  satisfied,  without  making  any 
retention  or  reservation,  making  the  acquisition  according  and  conformably  to  the  laws.  In  testimony 
whereof,  the  seller  promises,  &o.,  obliges  himself,  &c. ;  and  not  knowing  how  to  sign,  he  made  a  cross  for 
his  mark,  after  lecture  was  made,  and  Don  Augustin  Chouteau,  and  assisting  witness  have  signed  with 
me,  the  aforesaid  lieutenant  governor.     Date  as  above. 

One  cross  for  Fiancisco  Caillou. 
AUGUSTIN  CHOUTEAU. 

Fr.\n'cisco  Valois. 

Joseph  Hoktiz. 

CARLOS  DEIIAULT  DELASSUS. 


Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant,  colonel  in  tlie  roijal  army,  and  lienlenant  ijovcrnur  of  this   Upper 

Louisiana . 

I  do  certify  that  the  present  copy  is  conformable   to  tlie  original,  which  is  deposited  in  the  archives 
of  this  government  under  my  command. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  do  give  these  presents.     Same  date  as  alioye. 

DELASSUS. 


A  true  translation.     St.  Louis,  October  20,  lb32. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 


18 


Name  of  original 
claimant. 


Francois  Caillou , 


Quantity, 
in  arpents. 


1,  600 


Nature  and  date  of  claim. 


Concession,  January  3,  1800 


By  whom  granted. 


Carlos  Dehault  Delassus 


By  whom  surveyed, 
date,  and  situation. 


Evidence  leith  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

November  1,  1811. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Manuel  Lisa,  assignee  <)f  Francis  Caillou,  alias  Cayou,  claiming  500  arpents  of  land  situate  on  the 
river  Matis,  district  of" St.  Louis,  produces  a  concession  from  Charles  D.  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor, 
to  Francis  Caillou,  for  1,600  arpents,  dated  January  3,  1800,  and  three  plats  of  survey,  two  of  400  arpents 
each,  and  one  of  460  arpents,  dated  February  25,  1806.  Francis  Caillou  claims  1,100  arpents  of  the  aliove 
tract. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed.— (See  book  No.  5,  pag-c  394.) 

October  8,  1832.— The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjourimient.  Present:  Lewis  F.  Linn,  William  Updyke, 
F.  E.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Francois  Caillou,  claiming  1,600  arpents  of  land.— (See  minute  hook  No.  5,  page  394;  record  book 
C,  page  443.)  Claimed  under  a  concession  from  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  said  to  be  dated  Januarys, 
1800.— (This  concession  is  not  produced.)  Produces  a  deed  certified  by  C.  D.  Delassus,  dated  August  13, 
1800. 

Pascal  Cerre,  duly  sworn,  saitli  that  the  signature  to  the  certificate  of  the  above  deed  rs  the  hand- 
writing of  said  Delassus. — (Sec  book  No.  6,  page  13.) 
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iVbcfHite- 21,  1832. — The  board  mot  piireuant  to  adjouramcnt.  Present:  Lewis  F.  Linn,  F.  Pi.  Con- 
way, commissioners. 

In  the  case  of  Fran(;ois  Caillon,  claiminp,-  1,000  arpents  of  land,  (entered  October  8,)  the  original 
concession  is  produced. 

M.  P.  Le  Uuc,  being-  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  the  original  concession  is  in  the  proper 
handwriting  of  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  53.) 

Nonniiber  2,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  P.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  L.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Fran(;ois  Caillou,  claiming  1,C00  arpents  of  land. — (See  pages  13  and  53  of  this  book.)  The  board 
are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  conlirmed  to  the  said  Franjois  Caillou,  or  to  his  legal 
representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  G,  page  293.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 
F.  R.  CONWAY. 
A.  G.  HARRISON. 


No.  19. — The  soxs  of  Vasquez,  claiming  800  arpents  each. 

Tu  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Louisiana: 

Sir:  Benito,  Antoine,  Hypolite,  Joseph,  and  Pierre  Vasquez,  all  of  them  sons  of  Don  Benito  Vasquez, 
captain  of  militia  of  this  town,  brevetted  by  his  Catholic  Majesty,  full  of  confidence  in  the  generosity 
and  benevolence  of  the  government  under  which  they  are  born,  hope  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  take  into 
consideration  the  unfortunate  situation  in  which  they  find  themselves  by  the  want  of  means  of  their 
family,  which  has  been  living  for  some  time  in  distressed  circumstances,  and  unable  to  give  them  the 
necessary  education:  therefore,  wishing  to  procure  to  themselves  in  tlie  course  of  time  an  independent 
existence,  they  thiuk  of  forming  an  establishment  which  may  one  day  insure  their  welfare.  They  flatter 
themselves,  sir,  that  the  services  of  their  father  will  assure  to  them  your  protection,  and  the  goodness  of 
your  heart  will  lead  you  to  grant  their  demand;  consequently,  they  supplicate  you  to  grant  to  each  of 
them  eight  hundred  arpents  of  land  in  superticie,  making  altogetlier  the  quantity  of  four  thousand 
arpents,  which  they  wish  to  take  in  one  or  several  places  of  the  vacant  lands  of  the  King's  domain,  favor 
which  your  petitioners  presume  to  hope  of  your  justice. 

BENITO  VASQUEZ. 

ANTOINE  VASQUEZ. 

HYPOLITE  VASQUEZ. 

JOSEPH  VASQUEZ. 

PIERRE  VASQUEZ. 
St.  Louis,  Fehruanj  IG,  1800. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  Fehriiary  11,  1800. 
Afler  seeing  the  precedent  statement,  and  the  laudaljle  motives  which  animate  the  petitioners,  and 
considering  that  their  family  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  in  this  country,  and  worthy  of  all  the  benevolence 
of  government,  as  much  for  their  personal  merit  as  on  account  of  the  services  of  the  father  of  the  peti- 
tioners, I  do  grant  to  said  petitioners,  for  them  and  their  heirs,  the  land  which  they  solicit,  if  it  is  not 
prejudicial  to  any  person,  and  the  surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  interested  party  in  pos- 
session of  the  quantity  of  land  asked  for,  in  one  or  two  vacant  places  of  the  royal  domain;  after  which, 
he  shall  draw  a  plat  which  he  shall  deliver  to  the  interested  parties,  with  his  certificate,  to  serve  to  them  in 
obtaining  the  concession  and  title  in  form  from  the  intendant  general,  to  whom  alone  corresponds,  by  royal 
order,  the  distributing  and  granting  all  classes  of  lands  of  the  royal  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 


A  true  translation.     St,  Louis,  October  27,  1832. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


Ko. 


Name  of  original  claunant. 


Quantity, 
in  arpents. 


Nature  and  date  of  claim. 


By  whom  granted. 


By   whom  surveyed,  date, 
and  situation. 


19 


The  sons  of  Vasquez: 
Benito,  Antoine  Hypo- 
lite,  Joseph,  and  Pierre 
Vasquez. 


800 
each. 


Concession,  17th  Feb- 
ruary, 1800. 


Carlos  Dehault 
Delassus. 


Evidence  with  reference  to  minutes  and  7rcords. 

^/'^!'.*);  25,  180(1.— The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  The  Hon.  John  B.  C.  Lucas, 
and  Clement  B.  Penrose,  esq. 

Rodolpii  Tillicr,  assignee  of  Benito  Vasquez,  junior,  claiming  800  arpents  of  land  situate  in  the  dis- 
trict of  St.  Louis,  produces  a  concession  from  Charles  D.  Delassus  to  the  said  Benito,  Antoine,  Hypolite, 
Joseph,  and  Pierre  Vasquez,  the  children  of  Benito  Vasquez,  senior,  for  800  arpents  each,  granted  to  them 
for  the  purpose  of  settling  the  said  Benito  Vasquez,  junior,  and  educating  his  four  younger  brothers,  who 
then  were  minors,  and  as  a  compensation  for  services  rendered  the  Spanish  government  by  Benito  Vas- 
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qnez,  their  father:  said  concessinu  (hileil  Fehruai-y  17,  180t);  a  survey  ef  llie  afnresaid  SOI)  arpeuls,  (hited 
February  2T,  180(3,  and  a  deed  of  transfer  of  the  same,  exeeuted  l)y  tiie  aforesaid  I'.euito  Vasfjue/.,  junior, 
dated  February  11,  180(i.  Hyaciutlie  St.  Cir,  being-  duly  sworn,  says  liiat  lienito  Vasquez,  .senior,  tiie 
father  of  the  said  Benito  and  brothers,  told  him,  the  witness,  about  live  or  six  years  ag-o,  liiat  he  Jiad 
received  a  concession  for  his  children,  of  SCO  arpents  each;  tiiat  tlie  aforesaid  lienito  Vasi'|ue/.,  junior, 
was,  at  the  time  of  obtaining-  said  c(jncession,  of  tiie  ag-e  of  twenly-nnr  \cars  and  upwards;  liiat  his 
father,  who  was  a  Spaniard  by  birth,  was  a  confidential  subjet-t  of  the  olVu-crs  of  government;  that  he 
acted  for  some  time  as  commandant  by  interim,  and  witness  Ixdieves  never  received  any  compensation  for 
his  services. 

Ciiarles  Gratiot,  being-  also  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  said  Benito  Vas(iue/:,  senior,  is  by  birtli  a 
Spaniard;  tliat  he  was  the  tirst  militia  captain,  and  acted  sometimes  as  comniaiidant  by  interim,  and  never 
received  any  pecuniary  compensation  for  his  services.  The  board  reject  this  claim;  they  arc  satislied  tiiat 
the  said  concession  was  g-ranted  at  the  time  it  bears  date;  they  "remark  that  the  grant  is  expressly 
g-iven  to  the  children,  as  is  said  in  the  body  of  it,  as  a  compensation  for  the  public  services  of  the  father, 
and  that  they  may  locate  and  establish  it,  in  two  or  three  vacant  places  of  the  domain,  when  it  shall  lie 
convenient. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  401.) 

May  22,  ISOS. — Board  met.     Present:  Clement  B.  Penrose  and  Frederick  Bates,  commissi. mers. 

Kodolph  Tillier,  assignee  of  Benito  Vasquez,  junior,  clainnng-  800  arpents  of  land.  Jaccpies  Clamor- 
g-an.  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  that  this  land  was  g-iven  as  compensation  to  Benito  Vascjuez,  junior,  I'or 
services  rendered  to  the  Spanish  government  b}-  his  father;  tliat  said  Benito,  the  father,  was  a  confulential 
person  nnder  said  government,  and  a  Spaniard  by  birth.     Laid  over  for  decision. 

Antoine  Vasquez  claiming-  800  arpents  of  the  concession  stated  in  the  foregoing  claim.  Laid  over 
for  decision. 

Hypolite  Vasqnez  claiming-  800  arpents  of  same  concession.     Laid  over  lor  decision. 

Joseph  Vasqnez  claiming-  800  arpents  of  same  concession.     Laid  over  for  decision. 

Pierre  Vasquez  claiming-  800  arpents  of  same  concession.  Laid  over  for  decision. — (Sec  book  No.  4, 
page  (57.) 

Septcmier -li,  \^\0. — Board  met.  Present:  John  1!.  C.  Lucas,  (_'lement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates,  commissioners. 

Piodolph  Tillier,  assignee  of  Benit'i  Vasquez,  junior,  claiming-  800  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  1, 
pag-e  491;  book  No.  4,  page  67.)  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  lie  confirmed. 
John  B.  C.  Lucas,  commissioner,  declares  that  he  does  not  concur  in  opinion  with  the  former  board  in  the 
present  case,  respecting-  the  satisfaction  which  the  said  former  board  expresses,  that  the  concession  was 
issued  at  the  time  it  bears  date;  (same  decision  on  Antoine,  Hypolite,  Joseph,  and  Pierre  Vasquez's  claims.) 
(See  book  No.  4,  page  502.) 

Octo&er  9,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  AV.  Updyke,  F.  R. 
Conway,  commissioners. 

The  sons  of  Vasquez — Benito,  Antoine,  Hypolite,  Joseph,  and  Pierre  Vasqnez — claiming- 800  arpents  of 
land  each,  under  a  concession  dated  17th  February,  1800,  (see  record  book  C,  pag-es  474  and  475;  book 
No.  1,  page  491;  No.  4,  pages  1)7  and  502,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  orig-inal  concession, 
dated  17th  of  February,  1800,  from  C.  D.  Delassus;  also  a  plat  of  survey,  dated  7th  February,  180(5,  of 
800  arpents. 

Pascal  Gerre,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  signature  to  the  concessii_in  is  tlie  handwriting-  of  Delassus; 
that  the  signatures  to  the  survej'  are  in  the  handwriting-  of  Mackay  and  Antoim^  Soulard. 

November  2,  1833. — Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  (}.  Harrison,  F.  R. 
Conway,  commissioners. 

The  sons  of  Vasquez,  eacli  claiming-  800  ar]:ients  of  land,  under  a  concession  from  Ciiarles  Dehanlt 
Delassus. — (See  page  17  of  this  book.)  The  board  remark  that  they  can  see  no  cause  for  entertaining- the 
idea  that  the  said  concession  was  not  issued  at  the  time  it  bears  date,  as  intimated  in  the  minutes  of 
the  former  commissioners.  The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  oug-ht  to  be  confirmed 
to  the  said  Benito,  Antoine,  Hypolite,  Joseph,  and  Pierre  Vasquez,  or  their  legal  representatives,  according- 
to  the  concession.- — (See  book  No.  6,  page  293.) 

L.  F.   LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 

A.  G.    HARRISON. 


No.  20. — Aarox  Quick,  elaiiniinj  800  aijient.^  of  land. 

To  Don  Carloa  BeliavU  Delas!<us,  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Louisiana: 

Sir:  Aaron  Quick  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  you  that,  wishing  to  estafilish  himself  in  the  upper 
part  of  tins  province,  where  he  lias  resided  for  some  time,  therefore  he  has  recourse  to  the  benevolence  of 
this  government,  that  you  may  be  pleased  to  grant  to  him  a  concession  of  eight  hundred  arpents  of  land 
in  superficie,  to  be  taken  along  the  river  St.  Ferdinand,  bounded  on  one  side  by  the  land  of  E.  Harington; 
on  the  other  by  the  land  of  Ezechias  Lard,  adjoining  on  the  two  other_  sides  to  lands  belonging  to  the 
King's  domain.     Favor  which  the  iietitioner  presumes  to  hope  of  your  justice. 

AARON  QUICK,  his  x  mark. 

St.  Lol-is,  JIareh  10,  1801. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  Mareh  20,  ISOl. 

As  we  are  assured  that  the  petitioner  has  sufficient  means  to  improve  the  lands  he  solicits  for,  I  do 

grant  to  him  and  his  heirs  the  land  solicited  liy  him,  in  case  it  dries  not  carry  prejudice  to  any  person;  and 

the  .surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  interested  in   possession  of  the  quantity  of  laud  asked 

by  him,  in  a  vacant  place  of  the  royal  domain;  and  this  being  done,  he  shall  draw  a  plat  of  survey  -n-hich 
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he  sliall  deliver  to  said  interested  part}\  to  serve  to  him  to  obtain  (also  with  his  certificate)  the  title  in 
forai  from  the  intendant  to  whom  alone  corresponds,  by  royal  order,  the  distributing  and  g-ranting  all 
classes  of  lauds,  &c. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 

In  my  capacity  of  surveyor  general  of  this  Upper  Louisiana,  I  do  notify  the  interested  party  that  the 
land  described  in  his  petition  has  already  been  taken,  and  that  he  must  have  an  order  from  the  lieutenant 
governor  to  obtain  that  the  same  quantity  be  measured  for  him  in  any  other  vacant  part  of  the  domain. 

SOULARD. 

St.  Louis,  December  11,  1803. 

Having  seen  the  above  information,  the  interested  may  take  the  land  mentioned  in  any  other  vacant 
part  of  the  royal  domain,  being  understood  that  it  shall  not  be  prejudicial  to  any  person. 

DELASSUS. 


Tmnslalinyi  (if  a  certificate  at  the  foot  of  the  plat,  of  survey,  certified  before  Thomas  F.  Riddick,  a  justice  of  the 

peace 

I  dn  certify  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  that,  at  the  above  date,  John  Terrcy  was  employed  as  my 
deputy  surveyor,  and  tLiat  the  said  plat  having  been  lost  amongst  other  papers,  the  official  return  and 
registering  could  not  take  place  before  the  delivery  of  the  archives,  to  which  1  do  certify  in  my  e.x- 
capacity. 

ANTOINE  SOULARD. 

St.  Louis,  March  15,  1808. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  December  3,  1832. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 


20 


Name  of  original  claimaat. 


Aaron  Quick . 


Quantity, 
in  arpcnts- 


800 


Nature  and  date  of  claim. 


Concession  March  20, 
1801. 


By  whom  granted. 


Carlos  Dchault 
Delassus. 


By  whom  eurveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 


John  Terrey,  deputy  sur- 
veyor, January  8,  1804; 
certified  by  Soulard,  Mar. 
15,  1808;  Richwood,  dis- 
trict of  St.  Genevieve. 


Evidence  with  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

December  6,  1811. — Hoard  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates,  commissioners. 

Louis  Labeaume,  assignee  of  Albert  Tison,  assignee  of  Jacques  St.  Vrain,  assignee  of  Aaron  Quick, 
claiming  800  arpents  of  land,  situate  at  Richwood,  district  of  St.  Genevieve,  produces  record  of  a 
concession  from  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  to  Quick,  dated  20th  March,  1801  ;  record  of  a  certificate 
from  A.  Soulard,  that  the  land  petitioned  fiir  is  not  vacant ;  record  of  a  plat  of  survey,  dated  20th  December, 
1803,  (8th  January,  1804  ;)  certificate  of  survey  from  Soulard,  dated  15th  March,  1808  ;  record  of  transfer 
from  St.  Vrain  to  Tison,  dated  3d  November,  1804. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  5,  page  484.) 

October  9,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  P.  Linn,  W.  Updykc,  P.  R. 
Conway,  commissioners. 

Aaron  Quick,  claiming  800  arpents  of  land  under  a  concession  from  C.  D.  Delassus,  (see  record 
book  D,  page  312  ;  minutes  book  No.  5,  page  484,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original 
concession  from  Delassus,  dated  the  20th  of  March,  1801,  with  a  certificate  at  the  foot  thereof,  dated  18th 
December,  1803,  signed  A.  Soulard,  and  an  order  at  the  foot  of  last-mentioned  certificate,  dated  20th 
Decemlier,  1803,  and  signed  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus.  Also  produces  a  survey  of  800  arpents,  dated 
Januarj'  8,  1804,  certified  by  Antoine  Soulard  the  15th  of  March,  1808. 

Pascal  Cerre,  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signatures  to  the  above-mentioned  papers  are  in  the 
respective  handwriting  of  Delassus  and  Soulard. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  18.) 

November  2,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  P.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
P.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Aaron  Quick,  claiming  800  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  18  of  this  book.) 

The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Aaron  Quick, 
or  his  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  293.) 

L.  P.  LINN. 

P.  R.  CONWAY. 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 


No.  21. — Peter  Chouteau,  senior's,  concession. 

To  Don  Carlos  Dahault   Delassus,  lieutenant  colonel,  attached  to  the  stationary  regiment  of  Louisiana,  and 
lieutenant  governor  of  the  upper  piart  of  the  same  province: 

Peter  Choteau,  lieutenant  of  militia  and  commandant  of  the  fort  of  Carondelet  in  the  Osage  nation, 
has  the  honor  to  represent  to  you  that  formerly  he  obtained  of  Don  Manuel  Perez,  lieutenant  governor  of 
this  part  of  Illinois,  a  concession  for  a  tract  of  land  of  10  arpents  in  front  by  as  many  in  depth,  to  be 
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taken  on  the  lolt  side  of  the  ^Missouri  at  ahoul  liO  ai-|H.|its  al„,v,.  St,  Clia.I.'s,  u|,o„  \vhi,-l,  rniMvssinri  yuin- 
petitioner  has  made  all  the  i.re|,arat(iry  works  fur  ihr  ,-unslrn,-ti.in  of  a  water  i;iist  uiill  whi.'li  was  [n  \„- 
bmlt  on  the  creek  comprised  in  his  concession,  '{'h.-  lieutenant  n'ovenioi-,'  |),,ii  /,.|i..ii  'rnideaii  was 
pleased  to  g-rant  to  yonr  petitioner  an  aug-nientatinn  |u  tlie  said  tract  nf  :U)  arpeids  in  dciith,  :ill  wlii,-li 
is  proven  by  the  authentic  dociuneiils  necessary  to  this  ohjeet. 

The  desire  of  profiting-  of  tiie  favor  which  the  g-encrarg-dvernnienl  granted  to  all  tiiiise  who  presentiM 
their  titles  to  obtain  their  ratification  caused  ymir  petitioner  to  address  those  same  (above-ineiiticncd 
documents)  to  a  friend  at  New  Orleans,  to  whom  jimliably  they  havi>  n.it  brm  remitted  since  he.-.iuld 
not  etVectuate  their  presentation;  the  said  original  documents  haviii-  n.,t  been  registered"  in  the  arcliives 
of  this  government,  yonr  petitioner  would  be  in  great  perplexity  iiaii  lie  not  to  olVer  to  yon  tl,,.  attestation 
of  Don  Charles  Tayon,  captain  commanding-  the  village  of  St.  Charles  of  .Missouri,  wh.i,  al  that  time  had 
a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  original  documents  here  above  mentioned,  bv  virtue  of  wlii'eli  vour  petitioner 
was  authoriy.ed  to  begin  an  establishment  for  which  he  has  made  considerable  saeriliees. 

Full  of  conlidence  in  the  Justice  and  generosity  of  the  government,  lie  hopes  that,  after  the 
attestation  you  may  be  pleased  to  take  from  the  conimandant  of  St.  Charles,  vou  will  have  the  goodness 
to  ratify  to  him  and  in  the  same  place  the  security  of  a  property  wliich  he  has  been  enjoying  for  more 
than  ten  years  by  virtue  of  the  titles  to  him  expedited  by  your  predecessors,  and  of  wliieh  he  should  wish 
that  you  would  be  pleased  to  order  the  surveyor  of  this'Upper  Louisiana  to  put  liini  in  possession  in  th<' 
following  manner  :  To  take  two  arpcnts  below-  the  creek  comprised  in  his  concession  and  above  said 
creek  all  the  space  which  is  between  the  said  creek  ami  the  next  jilantation  by  the  depth  of  fortv 
arpents,  in  order  that,  being-  possessed  of  the  certilicate  of  survey  wliich  shall  be  delivereil  to  him,  he 
may,  if  needed,  have  recourse  to  tli(>  superior  authorities  to  obtain  'the  ratilicatiou  of  the  said  title.  The 
petitioner  presumes  to  hope  everything  of  your  justice  in  the  decision  of  tli(>  case  which  he  has  the  honor 
to  submit  to  your  tribunal. 

PIERIJK  CllorTK.VU. 
St,  Locis  OF  Ii.i.i.vois,  jVovi-nJirr  11,  1SI)0. 


St.  Louis  oi-  Ii.ilvois,  November  18,  1800. 
Cognizance  being  taken  of  the  foregoing-  statement,  the  sub-lieutenant  in  the  roval  armv,  and  captain 
of  militia,  commandant  of  the  post  of  St.  Charles,  shall  give,  in  continiiati(ai,  inforinati..n  of  all  he  knows 
upon  what  is  liere  asked. 

DELASSUS. 

In  compliance  with  the  foregiiing-  order,  I  do  inform  the  lieutenant  governor  that  the  statement  of  D(Hi 
Pierre  Chouteau  is,  in  all,  conformable  to  truth,  having-  had  a  full  knowledge  of  the  titles  mentioned  by 
hiin  in  his  petition,  as  well  as  of  the  considerable  works  he  has  done  on  the  said  land,  of  which  ho  has 
alwa^-s  been  acknowledged  as  the  proprietor. 

CHARLES  TAYUX. 

St.  Louis,  Kucember  2.5,  1800. 


St.  Louis  of  Ii.lin'ois,  Xovembcr  215,  1800. 
Having-  seen  tlie  foregoing  information,  and  the  just  rights  stated  by  Don  Pedro  Chouteau,  to  whom 
an  unexpected  accident  has  deprived  of  his  title  of  concession,  and  considering-  that  he  has  been  for  a  long 
time  proprietor  of  the  laud  in  question,  tlie  surveyor  of  this  Upper  Louisiana,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall 
put  him  in  possession,  in  the  manner  solicited,  of  the  tract  of  land  he  petitions  for,  and  the  survey  being- 
executed,  he  shall  draw  a  plat  of  said  survey  which  he  shall  deliver  to  the  interested  partj%  to  serve  to 
said  party  to  obtain  the  title  in  form  from  the  general  iiitendancy,  to  which  tribunal  alone  correspond,  bj' 
royal  order,  the  distributing-  and  granting-  all  classes  of  lands  of  tlie  royal  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 


Kegistored  at  the  desire  of  the  interested. — (Book  Ni 


pages  19,  20  and  21,  No.  14.) 

SOULARl*. 


Duly  translated.     St.  Louis,  November  3,  183-j 
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No. 


21 


Name  of   original 
claimant. 


Peter  Cliouteau,  senior. 


Quantity, 
in  arpeuts. 


Not  as- 
cert'ed. 


Nature  and  date  of  claim.    Dy  whom  granted. 


Concession,  2(jtli  No- 
vember, 1800. 


Carlos  Dehault 
Delassus. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 


About  20    arpents  above 
St.  Charles. 


Ecidence  icith  reference  to  minutes  and  7-ecord.-<. 

January  25,  1809. — Board  met.     Present:  The  Hon.  Clement  B.  Penrose  and  Frederick  Bates. 

Pierre  (Jhouteau,  claiming-  a  tract  of  land  situate  aliout  twenty  arpents  above  the  town  of  St.  Charles, 
commencing-  two  arpents  below  a  small  creek  on  the  Missouri,  from  thence  up  the  river  to  the  first  land 
claimed,  and  forty  arpents  back,  produces  to  the  board  a  concession  for  tlie  same  from  Don  Carlos  De- 
hault Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  dated  26th  November,  1800;  this  tract  including  a  tract  of  ten  arpents 
front  by  ten  arpents  in  depth  at  the  mouth  of  said  creek,  formerly  granted  by  Eraneois  Criizat,  lieutenant 
governor,  to  Auguste  Chouteau,  by  concession,  bearing-  date  2d  April,  1787,   and  registered   in  book  of 
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regi.stry  No.  4,   folici  17,  which   concession  is   also  produced  by  claimant.     Said  land  granted  for  the  pur- 
pose of  liuildiug  a  mill  witliiu  a  year  and  a  day,  otherwise  to  be  reunited  to  the  domain. 

Noel  Moiigrain,  sworn,  says'that  about  twenty  years  ago  claimant  commenced  the  building  of  a  mill- 
dam  upon  land'^about  iifteen  arpents  above  St.  Ciuarlcs;  that  deponent  was  himself  employed  by  claimant 
during  part  of  the  summer;  that  he  assisted  in  hauling  large  pieces  of  timber  for  constructing  a  mill; 
witness  recollects  that  a  great  deal  of  clay  was  hauled  for  the  making  of  the  dam;  that  in  the  spring  fol- 
lowing said  dam  was  swept  away  by  a  large  flood.  Auguste  Chouteau  being  present  declares  that  he 
gave  all  his  right  (to  the  one  hundred  arpents  claimed  liy  concession  given  to  him)  to  his  brother,  the 
claimant.     Laid  over  for  decision. — (See  book  3,  jiage  442.) 

July  li,  ISIO. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Peter  Cliouteau,  claiming arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  442.)     It  is  the  opinion  of  the 

board  that  this  claim  ouglit  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  434.) 

October  9,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  W.  Updyke,  F.  R. 
Conway,  commissioners. 

Peter  Chouteau,  sr.,  claiming  a  tract  of  land  about  twenty  arpents  above  the  town  of  St.  Charles, 
(see  book  No.  3,  page  442;  No.  4,  page  434;  record  book  B,  page  510,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to 
be  an  original  concession  from  Delassus,  dated  2t)th  of  November,  1800. 

Pascal  Cerre,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  signatures  to  the  above-mentioned  concession  are  the  signa- 
tures of  the  respective  persons  they  proffer  to  be. — (See  book  No.  6,  y^age  18.) 

November  2,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Uarrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Peter  Chouteau,  sr.,  claiming  a  special  location,  situate  twenty  arpents  above  St.  Charles. — (See  page 
18  of  this  book.) 

The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  tins  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Peter 
Chouteau,  sr.,  or  to  his  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. 

The  board  adjourned  until  Monday  next,  at  9  o'clock  a.  m. — (See  book  No.  (1,  page  294.) 

L.  F".  LINN. 
F.  R.  CONWAY. 
A.  G.  HARRISON. 


No.  22. — Louis  Lorimier,  daimituj  944  arpents. 

To  his  LordsJiip  the  Governor  General: 

Don  Louis  Lorimier,  inhabitant  of  this  district,  with  the  utmost  respect,  represents  to  your  lordship 
tliat,  wishing  to  establish  himself  in  said  district,  he  supplicates  your  lordship  to  be  pleased  to  grant  to 
liim  eighty  arpents  of  land  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth,  opposite  Cypress  island,  in  Cape  Girardeau, 
bounded  on  the  two  extremities  t)y  the  domain;  favor  which  he  hopes  to  deserve  of  your  lordship. 

At  the  request  of  the  interested  party. 

JUAN  BARNO  Y  FERRUSOLA. 

To  his  Lordship  the  Governor  General  : 

I  do  consider  the  petitioner  worthy  of  the  favor  which  he  solicits,  there  being  united  in  him  all  the 
qualifications  called  for  by  the  regulations  (instruccion.) 

THOMAS  PONTELL. 
New  Madrid,  September  1,  1795. 


New  0rle.\ns,  October  2(5,  1795. 

The  surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Smilard,  shall  put  the  interested  party  in  possession  of  forty  arpents  of 
land  in  front,  of  the  eighty  solicited  by  him,  b^^  one  hundred  in  depth,  in  the  place  mentioned  in  the  fore- 
going memorial,  provided  they  are  vacant  and  do  not  cause  any  prejudice  to  the  surrounding  neighbors, 
under  the  express  condition  to  make  the  road  and  regular  clearing  in  tlie  peremptory  term  of  one  year, 
and  this  concession  to  be  null  and  void  if,  at  the  expiration  of  the  precise  term  of  three  years,  the  land 
is  not  settled,  and  during  the  said  term  it  shall  not  be  in  his  power  to  alienate  the  same;  under  which 
conditions  the  operations  of  survey  shall  be  made  in  continuation,  and  remitted  to  me,  in  order  to  provide 
the  interested  party  with  the  corresponding  title  in  form. 

EL  BARON  DE  CARONDELET. 


Don  Antonio  Soulard,  siirveijor  r/eneral  of  the  settlements  of  Upper  Louisiana. 

1  do  certify  that  on  the  26th  of  October,  of  the  present  year,  (by  virtue  of  the  foregoing  decree  and 
official  letter  of  his  excellency  the  governor  general  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,)  I  have  transferred  myself 
on  the  land  of  Don  Louis  Lorimier,  in  order  to  survey  the  same  conformably  to  his  demand  of  eighty 
arpents  in  front  by  one  Inindred  in  deptli,  or  eight  thousand  arpents  in  superficie,  whicli  measurement  was 
made  in  presence  of  tlie  proprietor  and  the  adjoining  neighbors,  with  the  measure  of  Paris,  of  eighteen 
teet  in  length,  according  to  the  custom  adopted  in  this  province  of  Louisiana,  and  without  regard  to  the 
variation  of  the  needle,  which  is  7°  30'  east,  as  appears  by  the  preceding  figurative  plat.  Said  land  is 
situated  at  the  same  place  as  the  village  of  Cape  Girardeau;  bounded  on  "the  north  and  west  sides  by  the 
royal  domain;  on  the  south  by  the  lands  of  the  inhabitants,  Edward  Roberson,  James  Cox,  Andrew  Ramsay, 
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and  the  s;ik1  iiiyal  doniaiii;  and  in  cirdrr  that  it  shall  lie  avaihiKh'  a.-cadini;-  tnhiw,  i  deliver  liimlhe 
present,  with  the  l'iire,i;-eiii,i;-  li-iirative  plat,  en  whieh  are  noted  th.'  diniensie/rs  and  the  natural  and  aili- 
iieial  bonndaries  el' said  laud. 


St.  Lihis  of  Ii. limits,  Ih'reniJirr  11,  17".I7. 

Truly  translated.      St,.  Louis,   ,\<ivendier  1,  1832. 


ANTONIO   St.rLAK'h,  Sun-<-,i,n-  a,;,rral. 


.JULITIS  DK  MIX. 


No. 

Name  of  original 
claimant. 

Quantity,  ia  ar- 

pt-iits. 

Nature  and  date  of 
ulaim. 

Hy  wlic.ni  eraritecl. 

[!y  wliom  snrvi'yeil,  date,  anil  situation. 

22 

Loui.s  Levinier. .  . 

944,  balance 
uf  8,000. 

Order  of  siu-vey, 
Oct.  2(S,  1795. 

The  Baron  de 
Carundelet. 

Antoino    Sonlard,    Octolun'    2(1, 
Hill;  certitied  by  him,  Decem- 
ber 11,  17'.t7;  ( 'a|ie  (lirardeau. 

Evidence  irith  )v;/>)rHre  to  miiiule.-i  and  recordft. 

i/flj/ 25,  1809. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.C.  Lucas,  Clement  P>.  Penro.se,  and  Prederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Louis  Loriinier,  claiming  8,000  arpents  of  laud,  situate  on  the  Mississippi,  district  of  (.!ape  Girardeau, 
produces  to  the  board  a  petition  for  SO  by  100  arpents;  a  concession  thereon  from  the  Baron  do  (Jaron- 
delet,  governor  general  of  Louisiana,  for  40  arpents  front  bj'  100  arpents  in  depth,  dated  October  2(5, 
1795;  an  official  letter  from  the  said  governor  general  to  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor,  ordering 
him  to  put  claimant  in  possession  of  the  other  40  arpents  front  by  100  arpents  depth,  petitioned  for  by 
him,  dated  January  26,  1797;  a  certified  copy  of  a  plat  of  survey  of  8,000  arjients,  taken  Octolier  2(>,  1797, 
certitied  Deceml.ier  11,  1797. 

ANTOINE  SOULAIil), 
Surveyor  General  of  the  Terrlfonj  of  Louisiana. 

Fehrvary  27,  180C>. — Laid  over  for  decision. 

March  iO,  1810. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bales, 
commissioners. 

Louis  Lorimicr,  claiming  8,000  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  4,  ]iage  73.)  The  following  arc 
translations  of  the  several  papers  pniduced  by  claimant  in  sujiport  of  his  claim: 

To  /i/'.f  Lord-<hiji  tlic  Governor  General  : 

Don  Louis  Loriinier,  inhaldtant  of  this  district,  with  tlio  greatest  respect  due  to  your  lordshiii,  repre- 
sents that,  wishing  to  establish  himself  in  the  same,  petitions  your  lordshii)  to  be  pleased  to  grant  him 
eighty  arpents  of  land  in  front  by  one  hundred  in  depth,  front  to  Cypress  island,  in  Cape  (rirardeau, 
boun(led  on  its  two  extremities  by  the  King's  domain;  favor  whieh  he  hopes  to  merit  of  your  justice. 

^Vt  the  request  of  the  party  interested. 

JUAN  BAPNO  Y  FEPRUSOLA. 

To  his  Lordship  llie  Governor  General  : 

I  consider  the  jietitioiier  worthy  of  the  favor  which  he  solicits  for,  being  vested  with  the  eircmnstances 
required  by  the  instruction. 


THOMAS  POKTELL. 


Ni:w  M.\nr.ir),  September  1,  1795. 


New  Orleans,  October  2(5,  1795. 

The  surveyor,  Don  Anthony  Sonlard,  sliall  establish  the  petitioner  on  forty  arpents  in  front,  of  the 
eighty  which  he  demands,  by  one  Iniudred  in  depth,  on  the  place  mentioned  by  the  above  memorial, 
provided  they  are  vacant,  anil  do  not  prejudice  the  neighbors,  under  the  express  condition  to  make  the 
road  and  regular  improvements  within  the  precise  term  of  one  3a'ar;  and  this  concession  to_  be  declared 
null  and  void  if,  at  the  precise  term  of  three,  the  said  land  is  not  established;  and  not  being  in  his  power 
to  alienate  the  same  within  the  said  term,  under  which  provisions  the  diligence  of  survey  shall  be  made 
at  the  continuation,  which  will  be  remitted  to  me  in  order  to  provide  the  petitioner  with  the  corresponding 

'''^'  '"  ^^'""-  EL  15AK0N  DE  CARONDELET. 

You  will  give  order  to  Anthony  Soulard  to  survey  for  Louis  Lorimicr  the  forty  arpents  more  of  land 
which  lie  petit'ioned  for  on  the  place  mentioned,  and  wdiich  will  complete  the  eighty  he  had  demanded; 
after  which  he  is  to  demand  it  by  memorial,  which  you  will  recommend  with  reference  to  this  olhcial  letter, 
in  order  to  give  him  the  decree  of  concession.     God  preserve  you  many  years.  ,,,„^t  ^,„ 

°  EL  BARON  DE  C.VRON DEBET. 

New  Orle.ws,  January  26,  1797. 

Don  Zenox  TRi-nE.\r. — No.  1,  Don  Louis  Lorimicr. 

Surveyed  in  virtue  of  the  decree  of  his  lordship  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  commandant  general  of  the 
province,  dated  October  26,  1795,  and  of  the  official  letter  by  him  directed  to  the  lieutenant  governor,  in 
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(late  of  Feliruai-y  20,  1791,  by  liim  transmitted  to  me      The  said  tract  surveyed  October  26,  1191.     The 
certificate  of  survey  delivered  the  11th  of  December  the  same  year. 

I  certify  the  present  extract  to  be  faithfully  copied  and  translated  from  the  register  A  of  the  surveys 
in  Cape  Girardeau  district,  pag-e  9,  No.  1. 

ANTOINE  SOULARD,  Surveyor  General,  Temtory  of  Louisiana. 

St.  LoL-is,  February  26,  1800. 

Au'TUste  Chouteau,  sworn,  says  that  claimant  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  land  claimed  fifteen  or 
twenty  years  ago,  and  continued  "so  to  do  until  eight  years  past;  the  last  time  witness  saw  the  place 
claimed  claimant  had  made  considerable  improvements  on  the  land. 

Marie  Fliilip  Le  Due,  sworn,  Kays  that  he  saw  claimant  on  the  place  claimed,  inhabiting  and  culti- 
vatino-,  in  1199;  that  claimant  was  "then  erecting  large  buildings.  Witness  has  seen  the  place  claimed 
several  times  since,  the  last  time  in  ISOS;  always  found  claimant  on  the  land,  inhabiting  and  cultivating 
and  improving  the  same. 

Anthony  Soulard,  sworn,  says  that  the  village  of  Cape  Girardeau  is  on  the  tract  claimed  by  Louis 
Lorimicr  as  proprietor,  and  that  the  inhabitants  claim  after  him.  The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion 
that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed.  Clement  B.  Penrose  and  Frederick  Bates,  commissioners, 
declarin"-  that  if  this  claim  had  not  exceeded  a  league  squaie  they  would  have  voted  for  its  confirmation. 

John  B.  C.  Lucas,  commissioner,  states,  as  reasons  of  his  opinion,  that  the  order  of  survey  or  concession 
under  date  of  October  26,  1195,  does  not  appear  to  be  registered;  that  the  letter  of  office,  under  date  of 
January'  20,  1191,  directed  to  Don  Zenon  Trudeau,  is  not  an  order  directed  by  said  Z.  Trudeau  t(j  Anthony 
Soulard;  and  if  it  should  be  construed  that  the  said  order  is  of  sufficient  authority  to  make  the  survey, 
however,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  said  order  bears  registry.  He  further  states  that  the  quantity  of 
land  claimed  under  tiiese  two  orders  is  more  than  the  cjuantity  usually  allowed,  agreeably  to  the  laws, 
usages,  and  customs  of  the  Spanish  government,  and  that  no  ordinance  or  copy  of  ordinance  has  been 
shown  or  exhibited  authorizing  the  governor  to  make  decrees  or  orders  for  such  quantity.  Board  adjourned 
till  to-morrow  nine  o'clock,  a.  m. 

JOHN  B.  C.  LUCAS. 
CLEMENT  B.  PENROSE. 
FREDERICK  BATES. 

(See  book  No.  4,  page  299,  and  following.) 

October  10,  18-32. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  Lewis  F.  Linn,  W.  Updike, 
F.  R.  Conway,  connnissioners. 

Louis  Lorimier,  claiming  8,000  arpents,  of  which  1,056  arpents  have  been  confirmed;  confirmation  is 
prayed  for  the  balance. — (See  book  No.  4,  pages  13  and  299;  record  book  E,  pages  22  and  23;  for  confir- 
mation, see  Bates's  Decisions,  page  61.)  Produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  order  of  survey 
by  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  dated  October  26,  1195;  also  a  plat  of  survey  executed  October  26,  1191,  and 
certified  December  11,  1191,  by  A.  Soulard. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  19.) 

November  4,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Louis  Lorimier,  claiming  944  arpents  of  land,  it  being  the  balance  of  8,000  arpents,  of  which  1,056 
have  been  confirmed. — (See  page  19  of  this  book;  for  confirmation,  see  Bates's  Decisions,  page  61.)  The 
board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  944  arpents  of  land  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Louis  Lorimier, 
or  his  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  0,  page  2'J4.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 


No.  23.— C.  D.  Dei,.4ssus,  claiming  20,000   wpente. 

To  Don  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  royal  army,  captain  in  the  regiment  of  infantry  of  Louisiana, 
and  lieutenant  governor  of  the  settlements  (f  Illinois  and  dependencies,  d-e.: 

Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  colonel  attached  to  the  regiment  of  infantry  of  Louisiana, 
and  civil  and  military  commandant  of  the  post  of  New  Madrid,  represents  to  you,  that  before  taking 
possession  of  said  ciinunand,  he  has  come  to  this  place  to  visit  his  family,  with  permission  from  the  gover- 
nor general  of  these  provinces.  El  Baron  de  Carondelet,  and  at  the  same  time  to  visit  lands,  having  been 
apprised  by  the  said  governor  that  he  had  sent  to  j'ou  the  necessary  orders  to  grant  lands  to  him,  (to  the 
petitioner,)  said  orders  being  dated  8th  May,  1193,  at  the  time  his  family  arrived  to  settle  themselves 
under  the  dominion  of  his  Majesty. 

The  petitioner  having  visited  the  lands  in  the  royal  domain  situated  upon  the  waters  of  the  river 
called  De  Cobre,  (Cuivrc  river,)  which  he  believes  are  vacant,  and  distant  si.x  miles  to  the  westward  of 
the  river  Mississippi,  and  thirty-nine  miles,  more  or  less,  to  the  northwest  of  this  post  of  St.  Louis;  and 
in  another  place  called  the  Mio  de  Set,  (Salt  river,)  distant  about  twelve  miles  to  the  westward  of  the 
river  Mississippi,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles,  more  or  less,  to  the  northwest  of  this  said  post;  and  as 
these  lands  appear  to  him  to  be  of  a  good  quality  for  cultivation,  he  begs  of  you  to  be  pleased  to  order 
the  surveyor  general  of  this  jurisdiction  to  put  him  in  possession,  and  to  survey  for  him  the  quantity  of 
twenty  thousand  arpents,  divided  in  the  two  above-mentioned  places  as  much  as  possible,  which  quantitj^ 
is  proportionate  to  one  part  of  his  means  to  improve  it,  according  as  the  circumstances  of  the  royal 
service  shall  permit  him. 

The  petitioner  prays  God  to  keep  your  important  life  many  j'cars. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 

St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  June  11,  1196. 
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Boin,n' certain  that  tlic  land  solicited  1h'1oiij;-s  to  tlic  K  iii,L;-'s  tldiiiaiii,  llu' snrvcyoi-,  Dmi  Andinin  Sdu- 
lard,  shall  put  the  interested  party  in  possession  of  il,  and  shall  make  a  pioecs  viihal  ol'  his  smvev  in 
continnatioii  to  servo  in  solieitiui;-  tlu'  concession  IVom  l he  •.;•,, \iaiior  ;4-eneral  of  the  province,  wlnini  I 
int'orni  that  tiie  petitioner  is  in  circ  innstanees  that  deserxc  this  lavor. 

/.KNOX  TKUDKAU. 

St.  Louis  of  L.i.ixois.  Jane  18,  17'.)i>. 

Registered  at  the  desire  of  the  interested,  fol,  21,  ii,  and  2o,  of  IhhiU  No.  1  oT  tithes  of  concessions 
under  my  cliarg'e. 

SOILAI.'K. 

Registered  in  onr  ollice,  nnder  date  of  llJth  ol' tho  prosonl  month. 

\.\I;(.'1SSIS    liK'OITIN,  Siilnni  I'nJdir. 
Kew  0ri.e.\-\-s,  May  1(1,  1807. 


Don  Antonio  S'uulard,  f:urvrijor  grnrraJ  of  Upper  Lonkiana. 

I  do  certify  that  on  the  loth  of  April  of  the  present  year  (by  virtue  of  the  memorial  of  the  interested, 
and  r>f  the  anne.xed  decree  of  tho  lieutenant  governor  of  this  Louisiana,  dated  June  18,  HOG)  I  hav(! 
transported  myself  upon  one  part  of  the  land.s  of  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus.  lieutenant  colonel  in  the 
royal  army,  and  attached  to  the  stationary  regiment  of  Louisiana,  civil  and  military  commandant  of  the 
post  of  New  Madrid,  to  execute  the  surve^y,  according  to  one  part  of  his  petition,  of  18,100  arpents  in 
superficie:  said  survey  was  executed  without  the  assistance  of  the  interested,  as  appears  from  a  letter 
dated  December  17,  1797,  which,  to  this  efl'ect,  he  sent  to  me  from  New  ^ladrid,  empowering  me  to 
represent  his  person  in  the  surveys.  In  said  letter  he  (.)flers  and  promises  to  approve  and  confirm  all  I 
shall  do  on  the  subject,  which  document  remains  deposited  in  the  surveyor's  archives  under  my  charge. 
Said  survey  has  been  executed  in  presence  of  the  adjoining  neighbor,  and  with  the  perch  of  Paris,  of  18 
feet  in  length,  ci.mformably  to  the  custom  adopted  in  this  province  of  Louisiana,  and  without  regard  to 
to  the  variation  of  the  needle,  wliich  is  7°  30'  E.,  as  is  evident  bj'  referring  to  the  foregoing  plat.  Said 
land  is  situated  at  about  six  miles  west  of  the  river  Mississippi,  at  fifteen  to  the  northeast  of  the  river 
Missouri,  at  eig'hteen  miles  to  the  northwest  of  the  post  of  St.  Charles,  and  thirty-nine  miles  in  the  same 
direction  from  this  town  of  St.  Louis.  And  to  be  available  according  to  law,  I  do  give  the  present,  with 
the  preceding  figurative  plat,  in  which  are  designated  the  dimensions  and  natural  and  artificial  boundaries 
that  surround  said  land.  Said  land  is  bounded  as  follows:  ti.)  the  north,  by  vacant  lands  of  tli(.'  royal 
domain;  to  the  south,  in  part  by  the  same  domain  cited  above,  tho  edge  of  Cuivre  river,  and  laud  of 
Santiago  Lewis;  to  the  east  and  west,  by  vacant  lands  of  tlie  roval  domain,  &c. 

AXTOXJO  SOULARD,  Surveyoy  General. 

St.  Lofis  OF  Illinois,  May  20,  1801. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  December  4,  1833. 


JT'LIT'S  DE  MUX. 


No. 

Name  of  original 
claimant. 

Quantity, 
arpents. 

Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  siirveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 

23 

Carlos  Dehault  De- 
lassus, by  his  as- 
signee, Madame 
Delore  Sarpy. 

*12,944 

Concession,  June 
18,  1796. 

Z.  Trudeau 

Antonio  Soulard,  13,100  arpents; 
April  1.5,  1801,  and  certified 
May  20,    1801;    on   river   Au 
Cuivre. 

a  Balance  of  20,000  arpents. 


Evidence  with  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

Sejjtemfjer  25,  1807. — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.     Present:  The  Hon.  John  B.  C.  Lucas 
Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  ]5ates. 

Madame  Delore  Sarpy,  widow  of  John  B.  Sarpy,  claiming  20,000  ariicnts  of  land,  as  assignee  ot 
Charles  D.  Delassus.  Produces  in  support  of  said  claim  a  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant 
governor,  to  the  said  Charles  D.  Delassus,  dated  June  18,  1796;  also  a  copy  of  a  survey  for  13,100  arpents 
of  land,  surveyed  April  15,  1801,  and  certified  May  16,  1807;  also  a  copy  of  a  survey  of  6,900  arpents, 
surveyed  March  30,  1801,  and  certified  May  16,  1807;  also  a  deed  of  transfer  from  said  Delassus  to  one 
John  Cortcz,  attorney  in  fact  for  the  said  John  B.  Sarpy,  dated  January  30,  1804.  On  the  objection  of 
the  agent,  alleging  antedate,  and  the  want  of  being  duly  registered,  and  that  the  quaiitity  is  greater 
than  was  usually  granted  by  the  lieutenant  governors,  the  board  require  other  proof— (See  book  No.  3, 
page  92.) 

November  24,  1808.— Board  met.  Present:  The  Hon.  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and 
FrGclGrick  Bfitps 

Auguste  Chouteau,  attorney  of  Peter  Fouche,  attorney  of  Madame  Delore  Sarpy,  representing  Charles 
Dehault  Delassus,  claiming  20,000  arpents  of  land,  13,100  of  which  are  situated  on  the  river  Cuivre,  and 
6,900  on  the  Saline  river"  district  of  St.  Charles.  Produces  to  the  board  a  conces.sion  from  Zenon  Tru- 
deau, lieutenant  governor,'  to  said  Delassus,  dated  June  18,  1796,  and  registered  with  Narcissus  Broutin, 


756 


PUBLIC    LANDS. 


[No.  1173. 


notary  public  at  New  Orloan.s,  May  16,  1807;  a  plat  of  survey  of  13,100  arpcnts,  dated  April  15,  1801, 
and  certilied  May  20,  1801;  also  a  plat  of  .survey  of  6,900  arpents,  dated  Marcii  30,  1801,  and  certified 
May  20,  same  year;  a  deed  of  transfer  from  said  Delassus  to  Lille  Sarpy,  dated  January  30,  1801.  Tlio 
board  i'u  this  claim  refer  to  a  certified  copy  of  an  official  letter  from  tlie  Barou  de  Oarondelet  to  Zenon 
Trudeau,  May  8,  1793;  said  copy  ou  file  with  the  recorder.  Laid  over  for  dccisiou. — (See  book  No.  3, 
page  368.) 

Jiilij  10,  1810. — Board  met.     Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clcmont  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 

commissioners. 

Aug-uste  Chouteau,  att(;rney  for  Peter  Fouche,  attorney  for  Madame  Delorc  Sarpj',  representing 
Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  claiming  20,000  arpents  of  land.— (Sec  book  No.  3,  pages  92  and  368.)  It  is 
the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed.— (See  book  No.  4,  page  423.) 

October  11,  1832. — Ttic  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  Lewis  P.  Linn,  W.  Updike, 
P.  K.  Conway,  commissioners. 

CiiarlesDehault  Delassus,  by  his  assignee,  Madame  Delore  Sarpy,  claiming  20,000  arpents  of  land, 
of  which  7,056  arpents  have  been  confirmed. — (For  confirmation  see  Bates's  Decisions,  page  40;  for  record 
of  claim  see  book  No.  6,  page  499;  minutes,  No.  3,  pages  93  and  368;  book  No.  4,  page  423.)  Produces 
a  paper  jnirporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  dated  June  18,  1796;  also  a  plat  of 
survey  executed  April  15,  1801,  and  certified  May  20,  1801,  for  13,100  arpents.  Refers  to  a  letter  dated 
May  8,  1793,  purporting  to  be  addressed  by  the  Baron  de  Carondelet  to  Zenon  Trudeau,  already  offered  in 
evidence  under  tiie  claim  of  P.  Delassus  Deluziere  for  7,056  arpents. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  20.)  "• 

November  4,  1S33. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  K.  Conwaj"*,  commissioners. 

t'harles  Dehault  Delassus,  claiming  12,944  arpents  of  land,  it  being  the  balance  of  20,000  arpents,  of 
which  7,056  have  been  confirmed. — (See  page  20  of  this  book.)  The  board  arc  unanimously  of  opinion 
that  12,944  arpents  of  land  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  .said  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  or  his  legal 
representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  294.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R    CONWAY. 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 


No.  24. — AxToixE  DuBP.Eun,,  claiming  10,000  arpents. 

To  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Louisiana. 

Sir:  Antoinc  Dubreuil,  lieutenant  of  militia,  inhabitant  of  this  town,  has  the  honor  to  state  to  you 
that,  wishing  to  form  an  establishment  advantageous  to  himself  as  well  as  to  the  inhabitants  of  this 
Upper  Louisiana,  in  working  the  saline  of  the  river  Au.x  Bceufs,  (Buffalo  creek,)  situated  at  about  thirty 
leagues  from  this  town,  therefore,  sir,  the  petitioner  supplicates  you  to  grant  to  him  one  hundred  arpents 
square  of  lands  on  the  said  river,  and  to  place  them  in  such  a  manner  as  will  appear  to  him  more  advan- 
tageous to  the  working  of  said  saline.  The  petitioner  will  undertake  said  works  as  soon  as  he  can  raise 
the  necessary  |)rovisions  to  sustain  said  works.  The  petitioner  thinks  he  ought  to  observe  to  you  that 
his  family,  one  of  the  most  ancient  in  this  colony,  having  ever  been  employed  but  in  a  commercial  waj', 
has  never  had  any  concession  of  land.  The  petitioner,  knowing  the  justice  of  your  views,  and  the 
pleasure  j'ou  take  in  favoring  all  establishments  advantageous  to  this  Upper  Louisiana,  presumes  to  hope 
that  you  will  protect  him  in  this  undertaking,  and  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  grant  to  him  his  demand. 

ANTOINE  DUBREUIL. 

St.  Louis,  December  17,  1799. 


In  the  tow.v  of  St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  December  19,  1799. 

I,  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  royal  army,  lieutenant  governor  of  L^pper 
Louisiana,  &c. 

Having  seen  the  statement  on  the  other  side,  and  considering  the  utility  which  will  result  to  the 
public  by  having  a  saline  worked  at  the  above-mentioned  place,  I  do  grant  to  the  petitioner  the  land  he 
solicits  ;  and  as  it  is  situated  in  a  desert,  where  there  are  no  settlements,  and  distant  about  thirty  leagues 
from  this  town,  he  shall  not  be  compelled  to  have  it  surveyed  innncdiately,  but  as  soon  as  some  one  will 
settle  in  said  place,  in  which  case  he  must  have  it  done  without  delay  ;  and  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  sur- 
veyor general  of  this  Upper  Louisiana,  shall  take  cognizance  of  this  title  for  his  intelligence  and  govern- 
ment in  what  concerns  him,  that  the  petitioner  may  (after  the  survey  is  made)  solicit  the  title  in  form 


from  the  governor  general  of  these  provinces  of  Louisiana. 


CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 


Registered  by  order  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  folios  1  and  2  of  book  No.  1  of  the  titles  of  concessions. 

ANTO.  SOULARD. 
Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  November  21,  1832. 

JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 


24 


Name  of  original  cliuinaut. 


Antij  ne  Dubreuil. 


Quantity, 
arpuuts. 


10,000 


Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 


Concession,  Decem- 
ber 19,  1799. 


By  whom  y  ran  ted. 


Carlos  Dehault  De- 
lassus. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and  situa- 
tion. 


Fremon  Delauriere,  D.  S.,  2-tth  Feb- 
ruary, 180f).  On  Buffalo  creek, 
about  lit  miles  from  (51.  Louis, 
on  the  Mississippi. 
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Ecidoier  irilh  rc/'crriu;-  /,,  )iiliiiilrs  ami  t-ccnnh. 
Xorcmhrr   13,    1^1 1  .-i;„;,nl  mot.      I'lvseiit  :   Jul,,,    11.   C.    Lucas,    ('l,.,urn(  i).  IV-umsr,   u.ul    F,v,l,-.irk 

Antoiiic  Dulueuil,  rlaiminj;-  10,000  arpcuts  „f  laii.l,  situate  on  the  river  Aux  15,eiiis  district  cf  -^t 
LIuuics,  produces  a  couee.ssion  trum  Charles  I).  Delassus,  lieutenaut  p,-i,v.rii(,r  dated  December  I'l  IT'i'i- 
aplat  ot  surveyor  1,000  arpeuts,  dated  February  24,  ISOG,  sin-ued  Frcn.m  i)eh,nri..re,  deputy  su'rvev'oV' 
It  IS  the  opiuion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  oui;-ht  not  to  bo  confirmed.  i      -  .      • 

November  21,  1832.— The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  i'resent  :  Lewis  F  Linn  F  "l;  Cnn- 
way,  commissioners.  .  ,     .     .   - 

Antoino  Dubreuil,  claiming-  10.000  arpcnts  of  land.— (Sec  book  .5,  page  403  ;  record  book  B  ico-c  'Ci- 
record  of  survey  book  K,  page  9.5.)— Produces  a  [.aper  puri)orting  to  be  a  cjiicession  froui  Charles  Driiau'jl' 
Dclassus,  dated  Ueceinber  19,  1799,  re.gistered  l>v  Antoine  Soulard.  Albert  Tison  duly  .sworn  says  that 
the  signature  to  concession  is  the  handwriting  of  Charles  Dehault  Delassus  ;  that  the  signature  to  the 
registering  is  that  of  Antoine  Soulard  ;  that  the  signature  to  jietition  is  the  handwritiu'-  of  Vntoine  Du- 
breuil. Witness  further  saitli  that  in  December,  IS03,  he  accompanied  James  Rankin  deputy  surveyor 
to  survey  this  and  other  tracts  of  land  ;  that  three  tracts  were  surveyed  to  the  south  'of  the  above-inen- 
tioiied  tract,  but  were  prevented  of  surveying  the  same,  being  driveiraway  by  a  party  of  Indians  Wit- 
ness, when  he  went  on  said  land,  saw  some  kettles  which  had  been  used  in  umking  salt  and  the  remains 
of  salt  furnaces,  and  the  places  where  they  had  been  digging  for  salt  water.  Witness'  understood  that 
the  said  tract  was  afterwards  surveyed  by  Fremon  Delauriere,  wlu.i  resides  in  this  country.  David  De- 
launay,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signatures  to  the  aforesaid  paper  are  in  the  respective  haml- 
writing  of  the  three  individuals  who  signed  it  ;  that,  to  the  best  of  his  recollection,  the  claimant  went 
before  the  change  of  government,  on  said  land  to  make  an  attempt  in  manufacturing  salt,  but  was  driven 
oif  by  the  Indians,  and  to  the  best  of  his  belief  it  was  in  1S02. — (See  book  \o.  (l,  pages  31  and  32.) 

Kovember _2S,  1S3-2.— The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  Lewis  P.  Linn,  F.  R.  Con- 
way, commissioners. 

To  the  case  of  Antoine  Dubreuil,  claiming  10,000  arpcnts  of  land,  entered  21st  instant,  Charles  Fre- 
mon Delauriere,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  in  the  year  1802,  Antoine  Dubreuil  came  to  tlie  witness's 
salt  lick,  and  there  made  arrangement  with  him  to  assist  said  Dubreuil  in  settling  his  salt  works  on  Buflalo 
creek  ;  that  ho  (witness)  furnished  said  Dubreuil  with  ten  salt  kettles,  besides  oxen,  carts,  and  three  of 
his  best  men,  among  them  was  Benjamin  S[icncer,  now  deceased  ;  they  built  a  house  for  said  Dubreuil 
on  his  concession  at  said  Buli'alo  creek  ;  also,  erected  liis  furnaces,  and  actually  made  salt,  and  lived  on 
said  place  till  about  February,  1803.  when  they  were  driven  away  by  the  Indians,  who  killed  the  oxen, 
burnt  the  house,  and  broke  several  of  the  kettles,  and  the  men  wlio  were  at  work  there  made  their  escajie 
to  said  Delauriere's  salt  W'orks;  that  several  nionflis  afterwards  said  witness  went  down  in  a  piro"-ue  to 
have  as  much  as  he  could  of  what  the  Indians  left;  lie  found  but  seven  kettles,  the  others  having  been 
broken;  saw  the  remains  of  the  burnt  buildings,  and  the  furnaces  destroyed.  AVitncss  further  states 
that  on  the  24th  February,  1806,  he  was  applied  to  by  Antoine  Dubreuil  to  have  his  land  surveyed,  as 
said  Dubreuil  had  no  opportunity  to  have  it  surveyed  before  that  time,  having  been  several  times  ilriven 
off  by  the  Indians;  that  he,  said  Delauriere,  proceeded  there,  and  surveyed  said  concession.  He  further 
saith  that  having  examined  the  plat  of  the  survey  of  said  land  on  the  record  book  B,  page  95,  he  finds  it 
to  correspond  exactly  with  the  plat  of  his  survey,  returned  to  Antoine  Soulard,  surveyor  general,  wdth 
the  exception  of  the  figures  1,000  on  the  face  of  said  survey'  and  in  the  certificate,  wiiic'h  he  is  sure  is  a 
mistake;  that  at  that  time  tliere  were  in  the  whole  province  of  Upper  Louisiana  but  three  salt  works  in 
operation;  that  salt  was  then  very  scarce,  and  worth  six  dollars  a  bushel;  that  in  consequence  of  his 
working  his  saline,  salt  fell  to  three  dollars  a  bushel;  that  the  province  of  Upper  Louisiana  was  dependent 
mainly  on  foreigners  from  the  Ohio  for  their  supply  of  salt.  Witness  further  states  that  in  the  year  I80o 
he  was  appointed  deputy  surveyor,  and  officiallj-  acted  as  such  in  that  year  and  in  1806. — (See  book  No.  6, 
page  02.) 

November  4,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournmeut.     Present:   L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison,  F. 
E.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Antoine  Dubreuil,  claiming  10,000  arpents  of  land. — (See  pages  31  and  62  of  this  book.)  The  boar<l 
are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Antoine  Dubreuil,  or  his 
legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  Xo.  6,  page  29.3.) 

Confliding  elairii><. 

Bj'  letter  dated  June  8,  1833,  the  persons  here  below  named  give  notice  to  the  board  that  they  hold 
land  lying  on  the  above  claim,  b}-  purchase  of  the  United  States.  Alexander  Allison,  S.  ^  section  29, 
township  54  N.,  range  1  W.,  320  acres.  John  Jordon,  W.  i  of  NE.  quarter  section  31,  township  54  X., 
range  1  W.,  30ii§u  acres.  Andrew  Jordon,  SE.  (juarter  section  31,  township  54  X".,  range  1  W.,  160. 
Robert  Jordan,'  by  his  administrator,  XE.  quarter  section  36,  township  54,  range  2  W.  William  Robert 
and  Joseph  McOnnel,  XW.  quarter  section  7,  townshipi  53  N.,  range  1  \\ .,  ISSiVij.  William  Robert  and 
Joseph  McOnnel,  S\V'.  quarter  section  7,  township  53  X.,  range  1  W.,  150i',"„-.  James  Templeton,  E.  half 
section  5,  townsliip  53  X.,  range  1  W.  Andrew  Veiiable,  (John  Venable,)  XE.  quarter  section  6,  town- 
ship 53  is.,  range  1  W.  Joseph  Carroll,  (James  Teuqilcton,)  SW.  quarter  section  4,  township  53  X'., 
range  1  W.  David  Watson,  XE.  quarter  section  29,  township  54  X  ,  range  1  W.  John  Wamsley  and 
Joseph  Burbridge,  under  Abraham  Thomas,  SE.  quarter  section  30,  township  54  X^.,  range  1  W.  Wm. 
Parks, .under  James  Jordan,  X  W.  quarter  section  29,  township  54  X.,  range  1  W.  James  Jones,  under 
James  Jordan,  fractional  section  20,  township  54  X.,  range  1  W.  Harrison  Boothe,  under  James  Bootlie, 
NW.  quarter  section  6,  township  53  X.,  range  1  \\.  Harrison  Boothe,  XE.  quarter  section  1,  township 
53  N.,  range  2  W.  Samuel  Watson,  sen.,  XW.  quarter  section  32,  and  E.  ^  XE.  quarter  section  31, 
township  54,  range  1  W.,  240  acres.  Robert  Kelso,  E.  i  of  SW.  quarter  section  36,  townshi]!  54  N., 
range  2  W.,  SO  acres.  Robert  Kelso,  W.  \  of  SE.  quarter  section  36,  township  54  N.,  range  2  W.  R.  B. 
Jordan,  E.  ^  of  SE.  quarter  section  36,  township  54,  range  2  W.  Mijaman  Templeton,  B.  i  of  XW. 
quarter  section  5,  townsliip  53  X.,  range  1  W.  Josiah  Henry,  E.,  i  of  XE.  quarter  section  8,  township 
53  X.,  range  1  W. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 
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No.  25. — Mrs.  Vallk  Villars,  claiming  7,056  arpents. 

To  the  Lieutenant  Governor : 

Wary  Luisa  Valle,  widow  of  the  retired  lieutenant,  Don  Luis  Villar.s,  in  the  best  form  in  her  power, 
exposes  to  you  that  ahaost  all  the  lands  of  this  jurisdiction  of  St.  Genevieve,  having  been  divided  among 
the  inhabitants  to  encourage  improvements  and  cultivation,  and  that  the  lands  which  she  now  solicits  for 
were  already  granted  by  tlie  government  to  her  defunct  father;  and  your  petitioner  wanting  at  the  present 
tcj  establish  a  stock  farm  for  the  maintenance  of  her  family,  which  is  considerable;  for  these  motives  she 
supplicates  you  to  condescend  to  grant  to  her  one  league  square  of  land  of  his  Majesty's  domain  in  the 
place  called  the  Grande  Glaiso,  which  tract  has  for  principal  front,  a  line  running  north  and  south,  bounded 
on  one  side  by  the  land  of  the  captain  of  militia,  Don  Francisco  Valid,  and  on  the  other  by  the  domain  of 
his  Majesty,  and  running  on  both  sides  towards  the  westward  of  Saline  river.  Favor  which  she  hopes  to 
deserve  in  consideration  of  the  services  of  her  husband,  and  being,  as  already  said,  overburdened  with  a 
numerous  family,  and  also  in  consideration  of  the  sacrifices  made  by  her  late  father  for  the  welfare  of 
these  settlements. 


St.  Genevieve  of  Illi.vois,  September  10,  11'JC. 


MARIE  LOUISE  VALLE  VILLAKS. 


St.  Genevieve,  September  11,  1796. 
The  survej'or,  Don  Antoine  Soulard,  shall   put  the   petitioner  in   possession  of  the  laud  she  solicits, 
being  well  understood  that  it  be  vacant  and  does  ni)t  carry  prt\judice  to  any  person;  and  his  survey  being 
executed,  he  siiall  deliver  it  to   the  interested,  that  she  may  apply  to  the  governor  general  to  obtain  the 
title  of  concession  which  she  asks. 

ZENON  TRUDEAU. 

I,  the  undersigned,  curate  of  St.  Genevieve,  and  vicar  general  of  upper  Louisiana,  certify  that  this 
is  a  copy  of  the  original  which  was  presented  to  me  by  said  lady  Maria  Louisa  Vallii.  Given  at  St. 
Genevieve^  February  18,  1S06. 

DIEGO  MAXWELL. 


St.  Louis,  May  9,  1806. 

Before  us,  one  of  the  judges  of  common  pleas  for  the  district  of  St. ,  in  the  Territory  of 

Louisiana,  personally  appeared  the  Rev.  Diego  Maxwell,  who  has  solemnly  sworn  that  the  above  copy  is 
of  his  own  handwriting,  and  in  all  conformable  to  the  original.  In  testimony  whereof  we  have  signed 
and  sealed  the  present  date  as  above. 

D.  DELAUNAY. 


Don  Antonio  Soulard,  surveyor  general  of  the  settlements  of  Upper  Louisiana. 

I  do  certify  that  on  the  13th  of  February  of  last  year,  conformably  to  the  decree  here  annexed  of  the 
lieutenant  governor,  Don  Zenon  Trudeau,  dated  September  11,  of  the  year  1786,)  I  transi)orted  myself  on 
the  land  of  the  widow  Maria  Louisa  Valle  Villars,  to  survey  it  according  to  her  petition  for  7,  056  arpents 
in  superficie,  which  survey  was  made  in  presence  of  one  son  of  the  proprietor  and  of  the  adjoining  neighbor, 
with  the  perch  of  Paris,  of  eighteen  feet  in  length,  according  to  the  custom  adopted  in  this  province  of 
Louisiana,  and  without  regard  to  the  variation  of  the  needle  which  is  7°  30'  east,  as  is  evident  by  the 
figurative  plat  here  above,  which  land  is  situated  at  about  seven  miles  south  of  the  post  of  New  Bourbon; 
bounded  on  the  southeast  in  part  by  lands  of  Benjamin  Stoddard  and  vacant  lands  of  the  royal  domain, 
and  on  the  other  sides,  northwest,  northeast,  and  southwest,  by  the  same  vacant  lands  of  the  said  royal 
domain.  And  to  be  available  according  to  law,  I  do  give  the  present  with  the  figurative  plat  here  above, 
on  which  are  indicated  the  dimensions  and  the  natural  and  artificial  bounds  which  surround  said  land. 

ANTONIO  SOULARD. 

St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  February  1,  1799. 


Don  Antonio  Soulard,  surveyor  general  cf  Upjyer  Louisiana,  by  desire  of  the  guardian  of  the  children  of  the 
late  Mrs.  Maria  Louisa  Valle  Villars,  Don  Bautisia  Valle. 

I  do  certify  that  the  foregoing  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  is  in  all  and  every  part  conformable  to 
the  original,  wliich  is  deposited  in  the  archives  under  my  charge,  to  which  I  do  refer. 

ANTONIO  SOULARD. 
St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  January  16,  1804. 

A  true  translation.     St.  Louis,  November  21,  1832.  "^ 

JULIUS  DE  MUN. 
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No. 


25 


Name  of  original  claimant 


Marie    Louise    Valkl 
ViUans. 


Quantity, 
arpcnts. 


.05(1 


Nature  and  date  of  claim. 


Concession,  Sept.  1 ' 

n9c.. 


By  whom  granted. 


Z.  True 


By   wliora    surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 


Antonio  Soulard,  Fidinuiry 

1:5,  U'JS. 
Ccrtilicd  Kcliruai-y  1,  IT.M.). 
Seven  miles  SMiilh   nl'   New 

I'lourlion. 


EciJenre  irith  niWi'iivc  fo  ininiifc!<  and  records. 

June  21,  ISOl'i. — Tiie  linani  met  ag-rcealijy  to  adjournment.  I'lesent:  tlie  lionoraMe  C.  W.  IVnm.se  and 
James  L.  Donaldson,  esq. 

Marie  Louise  Yalle  Villars,  claiming-  1,050  arpents  of  land  situati^  (ju  the  Grande  (ilaisi-  waters  of 
the  Saline,  and  district  aforesaid,  produces  a  certified  copy  of  a  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  dated 
September  11,  1798,  and  sworn  to  by  James  Maxwell;  a  survey  of  the  same  tak(>n  February  l:j  K'J'^  and 
certified  February  1,  1798.  '  "  "  ' 

Batiste  Valle,  being  duly  sworn,  says  the  claimant  settled  the  said  tract  of  land  in  the  year  1799; 
cleared  about  50  acres  of  the  same,  and  actuallj'  inhabited  and  cultivated  it  prior  to  and  on  the  1st  day 
of  October,  1800;  that  a  tan-yard  has  since  been  erected  on  tlie  same;  that  the  said  tract  of  cultivated 
land  has  been  enlarged,  and  is  still  so  every  year..  Claimant  claims  no  other  land  in  her  own  name  in  the 
Territory,  and  is  the  mother  of  eight  children. 

James  Ma.xwell,  vicar  general  of  tlie  province,  being  also  duly  sworn,  says  that,  in  the  year  1799,  he 
took  down  to  Xew  Orleans  the  original  concession,  whereof  the  aforesaid  is  an  o.xact  copy.  The  board 
reject  this  claim  for  want  of  a  duly  registered  warrant  of  survey,  and  observe  that  claimant's  husband 
\vas  a  captain  in  the  regiment  of  Louisiana;  that  he  served  sometimes  as  commandant  of  St.  Genevieve, 
in  which  capacity  he  never  received  any  compensation  for  his  service;  and  that  the  above  concession  is 
the  only  one  ever  granted  to  him  or  his  representatives. — (.See  book  No.  1,  page  325.) 

December  10,  1811. — Board  met.  Present:  John  R.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates,  commissioners. 

Marie  Louise  Valid  Villars,  claiming  7,056  arpents  of  land  situate  on  the  river  Saline,  district  of  St. 
Genevieve,  pnjduces  record  of  a  copy  of  concession  certified  by  Diego  Maxwell,  February  IS;  concession 
dated  September  17,  1796;  record  of  a  plat  of  survey  dated  February  3,  1803,  certified  January  3,  1804. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  509.) 

November  21,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  Lewis  F.  Linn  and  F.  R. 
Conway,  commissioners. 

Marie  Louise  Valle  Villars,  by  her  legal  representatives,  claiming  7,056  arpents  of  laud. — (See  book 
of  record  B,  page  422;  commissioners'  minutes,  book  No.  1,  page  325;  the  same,  No.  5,  page  509.) 

The  following  additional  testimony  was  taken  in  the  loregoing  case,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution 
of  this  board  of  the  10th  of  October  last: 

St.  Gen'evieve,  Missouri,  Oelober,  1832. 

The  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Marie  Louise  Villars,  deceased,  claiming  7,056  arpents  of  land 
situate  on  tlie  waters  of  Saline,  in  the  former  district  of  St.  Genevieve,  in  pursuance  of  and  by  virtue  of 
a  plat  of  survey;  when  Colnnel  Batiste  Valle,  senior,  personally  appeared  before  Lewis  F.  Linn,  one  of 
the  commissioners  appointed  finally  to  settle  and  adjust  the  laud  claims  in  Missouri,  and  authorized  by 
the  commissioners  to  receive  testimony  in  this  behalf. 

Said  Valle,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saitli  that  he  knew  of  a  concession  to  Marie  Louise 
Villars  for  7,056  arpents  of  land  on  the  waters  of  the  Saline;  that  he  knew  of  the  iiitendant  or  governor 
of  Lower  Louisiana  sending  up  instructions  to  the  lieutenant  governor  of  L'pper  Louisiana  directing  that 
the  survey  of  Peyrouse  should  b(;  run  in  such  a  way  as  to  respect  the  concessions  of  Marie  Louise  Villars 
and  Fran5ois  Valle;  that  said  concessions  were  given  to  the  Rev.  James  Maxwell,  vicar  of  Upper  Louisiana, 
to  take  to  New  Orleans  for  the  purpose  of  being  laid  before  the  intendant ;  that  lie  understood  and  believes 
that  they  were  either  hist  by  the  said  Maxwell  or  left  in  some  of  the  offices  for  confirmation. 

Question  by  ihe  commissioner.  Do  you  know  or  believe  that  these  concessions  were  antedated  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question  by  the  commissioner.  Have  you  any  knowledge  or  reason  to  believe  tliat  any  Spanish  or 
French  concessions  were  antedated  ? 

Answer.  No;  for  when  I  was  in  New  Orleans,  during  the  existence  of  the  Spanish  government,  tlie 
Baron  de  Carondelet  told  me  that,  if  I  wanted  any  lands  in  Upper  Louisiana,  to  make  out  a  list,  and  he 
would  grant  them.  •  1     ,     r, 

Question  bij  the  commissioner.  AVhilst  you  were  at  New  Orleans,  in  your  conversations  with  the  Baron 
de  Carondelet, 'did  you  understand  from  him  that  the  power  to  grant  lands   by  the  sub-delegates  was 

denied  ?  1  -      1      t  •   r         1 

Answer.  No;  on  the  contrary,  when  he  pressed  mo  to  accept  land  for   myselt  and  tamily,  1  inl.iniied 

him  that  the  sub-delegates  had  given  me  and  my  family  grants.     To  which   he  replied,  it   you  have  not 

enough,  ask  for  more.  ,  •, 

J.  15.    V  ALijL. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written,  before  L.  F.  Linn,  land  coinmissioner. 

L.   r.   LINN. 


In  behalf  of  this  claim  the  following  papers  were  produced:  A  paper  purporting  to  be  a  copy  (certified 
by  D.  Maxwell,  curate  of  St.  Genevieve)  of  the  claimant's  petition  to,  and  concession  ot,  Zeiion  rrudeau, 
lieutenant  governor;  also,  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  by  Antoine  Soulard.  References  as  above.— 
(See  book  No.  6,  page  34.) 


760 


PUBLIC    LANDS. 


[No.  1173. 


Novenihei-  i,  1833. — The  board  met  inirsnant  to  adjournment.     Present:   L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Marie  Louise  Vallt;  Villars  claiming-  7,056  arpents  of  land  — (See  page  34  of  tins  book.)  ^Tlie  board  are 
unanimously  of  oiiiniou  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Maria  Louisa  Valle  Villars,  or 
her  le"-al  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  295.) 

'  L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 
A.  G.  HARRISON. 


No.  26. — Fr.vxcois  V.\LLi^;,  claiming  7,046  arperUf:. 


To  Don  Zcnon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor  of  the  wedern 'part  of  Illinois: 

Francis  Valle,  captain  of  militia  and  commandant  of  St.  Genevieve,  believes  it  is  not  necessary  to 
recall  more  particularity  to  your  memory  any  of  his  claims  to  the  generous  benevolence  of  the  govern- 
ment, lie  has  the  honor  to  supplicate  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  grant  to  him  a  concession  of  one 
league  s(iuare  of  land,  equal  to  7,056  arpents,  situated  nine  miles  to  the  southeast  of  New  Bourbon,  of 
which  jurisdiction  it  will  make  a  part.  The  numerous  family  of  the  petitioner,  and  the  means  of  farming 
which  he  is  possessed  of,  must  be  to  you  a  sure  guaranty  that  this  quantit}'  is  even  below  the  one  to 
which  he  has  a  right  to  protend. 

Full  of  confidence  in  your  justice,  he  has  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

FRANQOIS  VALLE. 

St.  Louis,  September  S,  1796.  , 


St.  Louis,  September  9,  1796. 
The  surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  survey  in  favor  of  the  captain  commandant  of  St.  Genevieve, 
Don  Francisco  Valle,  7,056  arpents  of  laud  in  superficie,  on  the  vacant  lands  at  about  nine  miles  to  the 
southeast  of  the  town  of  St.  Genevieve,  in  the  manner  solicited  by  the  petitioner,  to  whom  he  shall  deliver 
a  certificate  of  his  survey,  in  order  that  the  said  certificate,  added  to  this  decree,  shall  serve  to  him  (the 
jietitionor)  as  a  title  of  property  until  he  receives  a  title  in  form  from  the  governor  general,  to  whom  he 
must  make  application  in  due  time. 

ZENON  TRUDEAU. 
Trulv  translated. 
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No. 


26 


Name  of  original  claimant. 


Frani 


901s 


Valle 


Quantity, 
arpents. 


7,056 


Nature  anil  date  of  claim. 


Concession,    Septem- 
ber 9,  1796. 


By  whom  granted. 


Zenon  Trudeau. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 


Evidence  unth  reference  to  minides  and  records. 

.7H»e  20,  1806. — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjouniraent.  Present:  The  Hon.  Clement  B.  Penrose 
and  James  L.  Donaldson,  esq. 

The  representatives  of  Francois  Valle,  claiming  7,050  arpents  of  land,  situated  on  the  waters  of  the 
river  Saline,  district  aforesaid,  produce  a  survey  and  plat  of  the  same,  taken  September  15,  1797,  and  a 
certificate  of  the  same,  dated  November  15,  1805.  A  certificate  was  also  produced  from  Anthony  Soulard, 
stating  that  he  had  seen  and  had  in  his  possession  a  concession  for  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land,  said  con- 
cessidu  granted  by  Zenon  Trudeau,  and  bearing  date  the  9th  day  of  September,  1796. 

Batiste  Valle,  being  duly  sworn,  saj-s  that  about  the  year  1798  or  1799  he  saw  the  aforesaid  conces- 
sion; and  further,  that  the  same  having'  been  sent  down  to  New  Orleans  to  procure  a  complete  title,  he 
saw  the  receipt  of  the  person  who  took  the  same  down  to  that  effect;  that  about  1798  or  1799  two  farms 
were  laid  out  on  said  land,  and  a  number  of  buildings  erected  on  the  same. 

Israel  Dodge,  being  also  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  said  tract  of  land  was  settled  in  the  j'oar  1797, 
forty  or  fifty  arpents  cleared,  and  that  the  said  tract  has  been  actually  inhabited  and  cultivated  for  the 
use  of  the  said  Francois  Valle,  or  his  representatives.  From  that  period  to  this  day  large  stocks  have- 
always  been  kept  on  the  same. — (See  book  No.  1,  pages  321  and  322.) 

The  board  reject  this  claim  for  want  of  a  duly  registered  warrant  of  survey. 

December  1,  1807. — -The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  The  Hon.  John  B.  C.  Lucas, 
Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates. 

The  representatives  of  Francois  Valle,  sr.,  claiming  7,056  arpents  of  land,  situated  on  the  river 
Saline,  produce  a  survey  and  plat  of  the  same,  taken  the  15th  September,  1797,  and  a  certificate  of  the 
same,  dated  November  16,  1S05,  A  certificate  was  also  produced  from  Anthony  Soulard,  stating  that  he 
had  seen  and  had  in  his  possession  a  concession  for  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land,  said  concession  g-ranted 
by  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor,  and  bearing-  date  the  9th  day  of  September,  1796. 

Fran9ois  Valle,  jr.,  one  of  the  representatives  aforesaid,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  concession 
was  sent  to  New  Orleans,  and  that  Zenon  Trudeau  wrote  to  the  deponent's  father  that  he  had  made  a 
search  in  the  oflice  at  New  Orleans  for  the  concession,  and  that  it  could  not  be  found,  and  *hat  the  said 
concession  is  not  now  in  the  possession  of  any  of  the  said  representatives,  to  the  best  of  this  deponent's 
knowledge  and  belief. 

Laid  over  for  decision. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  105.) 
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Ajn-il  17,  LSIO.— ISiiard  met.  Pn's.^iit:  .Inlm  I',.  ('.  Lucas,  ricninil  I!.  I'ciiins..,  ami  I'lclciick  Lads, 
caminissioiRTs. 

FraiK/ois  \  alio,  sen.,  tlie  ri'in'csoutativcs  of,  rlaimin^-  7,0."i(i  aiiicnts  ol'  laud — (.■^cc  Imuk  \ii  I  p-M'-c 
321;  book  No.  3,  page  lo:).)  '  •    .  i    .- - 

It  is  tliu  opinion  of  a  majority  nf  (lie  liuanl  that  tliis  claim  .aj-lit  iml  lo  In'  cunlii  nicd ;  Clciiicnl  li. 
Penrose,  commissioner,  voting-  lor  the  conlirmatiim  of  one  league  sipuire;  but  llic  said  uiajurity  declare 
that  if  this  claim  had  not  exceeded  800  arpents  they  would  ha\e  voted  for  its  eonlii  uialiou'.— (,Sce  book 
No.  4,  page  325.) 

Nocembcr22,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournniciit.  I'rcseiit:  Lewis  !■'.  Linn,  I'.  l.'.Cenway, 
commissioners. 

Fran9ois  ValU;,  by  his  legal  reprcsentatix  es,  clainiiijg  7,()."i(i  arpents  of  land,  (i\>v  iccmil  ,,|'  survey, 
sec  record   book   U,   pag(^  390;  minnte  bonk  No.  1,  page  32.'),)   proilue(\s  a  jiaper   pur|inrliug  to  be  thi' 

original  concession  from  Zenon  Trudean,  dated  ilth  Septendier,  17'.Mi.     The  fnllowing  additinnal  (eslii ly 

was  t.'iken  in  the  foregoing  case,  in  eomplianee  with  a  resolulion  nl'  this  bnard  of  the  lOlh  of  October  last: 

St.  (Ienemf.ve,  3[is!<(niri,  ()r/,,hrr  1!),  1832. 
The  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Fran9ois  Valh',  deceased,  claiming  seven  thousand  and  lifty-si.x 
arpents  of  land  situated  on  the  river  Saline,  in  the  former  district  of  St.  <lefievieve,  in  pursuance  of'  and 
by  virtue  of  a  concession  and  survey  heretofore  filed  with  the  former  commissionei-s.  When  I'artholotnew 
St.  Geunnes  personally  apiieared  beibre  Lewis  F.  Limi,one  of  the  connnissioners  ap|ioiuted  to  linally  settle 
and  adjust  land  claims  in  Missouri,  and  authiu'ized  by  said  board  of  commissioners  to  receive  testimony 
in  this  behalf,  who,  lieing  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith:  In  the  year  17'.I8  he,  the  said  St.  Gemmes,  knew 
of  Frang  lis  Valle,  and  by  his  hands  did  cultivate  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land;  that  the  said  Valh'  had  a 
house  and  field,  and  resided  on  the  premises;  that  the  claim  existed,  and  was  duly  siu'veyed  by  Thomas 
Madden  about  that  time,  as  ho  saw  tlie  nnirks  made  by  said  Madden  when  surveying;  and  that  the  said 
Vallt'  did  cultivate  the  laud  continually,  and  held  possession  during  his  lifetime;  and  further  knows  that 
the  heirs  and  rei)rcsentatives  of  said  Yalle  have  continued  to  hold  possession  and  cultivate  said  land  ever 
since;  that  he  is  well  acquainted  with  the  handwriting  and  signatures  of  Francois  Valle  and  Zenon  Tru- 
deau,  and  has  seen  them  write  frequently,  and  knows  the  signatures  in  the  original  petition  and  concession 
are  the  proper  handwriting  and  signatures  (jf  the  said  Francois  Valle  and  Zenon  Trudean,  and  knows  that 
the  said  Zenon  Trudeau  was  acting  as  lieutenant  governor  at  that  time;  and  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

B.  ST.  GEMMES. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed,  this  daj'  and  year  first  above  written,  before  lue. 

L.  F.  LINN,  Land  C'ommiiisioncr. 
(Sec  book  No.  6,  pages  30  and  37.) 

November  27, 1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  Lewis  F.  Linn,  F.  IL  Conway, 
commissioners. 

In  the  case  of  Francois  Valle's  legal  representatives,  claiming  7,050  arpents  of  land,  (entered  22d 
instant,)  M.  P.  Lc  Due,  Charles  Fremon  Delauriere,  and  Albert  Tison,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  F.  Valhj 
had,  at  the  date  of  his  iietition,  seven  children,  and  at  least  from  forty  to  fifty  .slaves,  and  that  ho  was 
then  commandant  of  St.  Genevieve.  Albert  Tison  and  C.  F.  Delauriere  say  that  he  was  then  possessed  of 
a  great  number  of  cattle. — (Sec  book  No.  0,  page  53.) 

November  i,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  E.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Francois  Vahe,  claiming  7,050  arpents  of  land. — (Sec  jiages  35  and  53  of  tliis  book.)  The  board  are 
unaniuiously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  couiirmed  to  the  said  Francois  Valh',  or  his  legal  repre- 
sentatives, according  to  the  concession. — (Sec  book  No.  0,  page  295.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  ('ON WAY. 

A.  G.  IIAPPJSON. 


No.  27.— Jeax  li.MTisTE  L.MiREciiE,  vlaimiuy  500  arjxviU. 

To  Don  Charles   DehauU   Dclassus,  Ueulenant  colonel,  attached  In  the  i^talionari/  nyiment  of  Loumana,  and 
lieutenant  fiovernur  of  ttie  nj>pcr part  of  same  province: 

Sir:  Jean  Baptistc  Labrecho,  Canadian,  inhabitant  of  thi.'i  country  for  more  than  forty  years,  and 
having  never  obtained  any  concession  from  tlie  government,  has  the  honor  to  supplicate  you  to  have  the 
goodncHS  to  grant  to  him  a  concession  for  five  hundred  arpents  of  land  in  superfieic,  situated  at  the  mine 
called  A  Breton,  and  adjoining  that  of  Bazilo  Valle.  For  the  concession  of  said  five  hundred  arpents  of 
land  tlie  petitioner  liad  obtained,  since  several  years,  the  promise  of  your  predecessor,  Don  Zenon  Trudeau. 

The  petitioner,  having  always  lived  as  a  pev.severing  and  peaceable  cultivator,  hopes  to  deserve  the 

favor  he  claims  from  your  justice. 

•'         ■'  his 

J.  I5APT1STE  +  L.\BREC1IE. 

mnrl;. 
St.  Lens,  ,S<ptemb.r  4.  1799. 

Witnesses: 

Pr.atte. 

A.  CnoTE.vr. 

vor..  vr — —90  a 
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St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  September  5,  1199. 

Cuiisidcriii.^-  that  the  petitiuner  has  been  long-  settled  in  this  country,  and  being  informed  that  he  has 
means  sutlicient  to  work  and  to  improve  tlie  lands  he  asks,  the  surveyor  of  this  Upper  Louisiana,  Don 
Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  petitioner  in  possession  of  five  hundred  arpcnts  of  land  in  suporficie;  after 
which,  the  interested  shall  have  to  solicit  the  concession  in  form  from  the  intendant  general  of  these  prov- 
inces, to  whom,  by  royal  order,  corresponds  the  distributing-  and  granting  all  classes  of  laud  of  the  royal 
domain. 

CAIILOS  DEIIAULT  DELASSUS. 
Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  November  24,  1S3'2. 

JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 


27 


Name  of  origiual  claimant. 


Joan ISajitiste  Labreche . 


Quantity, 
in  arpeuts, 


500 


Nature  and  date  of  claim. 


Concession,  September 
5,  1799. 


By  whom  granted. 


Carlos  Dehault 
Delassus. 


By  whom  surveyed,   date, 
and  situation. 


Evidence  icith  reference  to  minuter  and  records. 

June  20,  1806. — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  Hon.  Clement  B.  Penrose  and 
James  L.  Donaldson,  esquire. 

The  widow  Moreau,  assignee  of  John  B.  Labrcclie,  claiming  under  the  2d  section  of  the  act  500 
arpents  of  land  situate  ou  the  Grand  river,  joining  the  Mine  a  Breton,  district  aforesaid,  (St.  Genevieve,) 
produces,  as  a  special  permission  to  settle,  a  concession  from  Charles  D.  Delassus,  dated  September  5, 
1799;  a  survey  of  the  same,  dated  February  10,  and  certified  June  10,  1800;  a  certificate  of  public  sale 
before  commandant,  dated  April  15,  1804. 

St.  Gemmc  Beauvais,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  said  Labreche  settled  the  said  tract  of  land  in 
the  year  ISOO,  worked  the  same  for  mineral  in  the  same  year;  that  in  1801  he  raised  a  crop  on  the  same, 
and  actually  inhabited  and  continued  to  cultivate  and  inhabit  the  same  until  October  1803;  that  said 
Labreche  dying  in  the  fall  of  that  year,  his  widow  removed  from  said  land,  when  the  same  was  sold  by 
commandant,  and  purchased  by  claimant,  who  moved  thereon  in  1804,  and  has  actually  cultivated  the 
same  to  this  day.  The  board  reject  this  claim  for  want  of  actual  iidiabitation  on  the  20tli  day  of  December, 
1803.— (See  book  No.  1,  page  319.) 

December  23,  1811. — Board  met.  Present:  Jolm  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates,  commissioners. 

Widow  Moreau,  assignee  of  John  Baptiste  Labreche,  claiming  500  arpents  of  land  situate  on  the 
waters  of  Grand  river,  district  of  St.  Genevieve,  produces  a  concession  from  Charles  D.  Delassus, 
lieutenant  governor,  dated  September  5,  1799. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  319.)  It  is  the  opinion  of  a  majority 
of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed.  Frederick  Bates,  commissioner,  forbears  giving  an 
opinion. — (See  book  No  5,  page  530.) 

November  24,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  F.  R.  Conway, 
commissioners.  ♦ 

Jean  Baptiste  Labreche,  claiming  500  arpents  of  land,  (sec  book  No.  1,  page  319;  No.  5,  page  536; 
record  book  G,  page  419,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from  Carlos  Dehault 
Delassus,  dated  September  5,  1799. 

The  following  additional  testimony  was  taken  in  the  foregoing  case,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution 
<jf  this  board  of  the  10th  of  October  last  : 

St.\te  of  Missouri,  county  of  St.  Genevieve: 

Bazile  Mesplais  and  Therese  Eange,  and  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Lambert  Kange, 
claiming  500  aiijents  of  land,  under  Baptiste  Labreche,  situate  iu  the  late  district  of  St.  Genevieve,  now 
county  of  AVashington,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  by  virtue  of  a  concession,  produces  the  original  con- 
cession from  Charles  Deliault  Delassus,  late  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Louisiana,  to  the  said 
Baptiste  Labreche,  dated  the  5tli  day  of  September,  1799,  for  500  arpents  of  land.  No  plat  of  survey  is 
produced,  but  reference  is  made  to  the  records  for  the  same.  AVhereuiion  Pascal  Detchmendy,  aged  71 
years,  being  duly  sworn  as  the  law  directs,  deposeth  and  saith  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  Charles 
Dehault  Delassus,  late  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Louisiana;  that  he  knows  he  was  the  lieutenant 
governor  of  said  Up]ier  Louisiana  in  the  year  1799;  he  further  states  that  he  is  well  acquainted  with  the 
handwriting  and  signature  of  the  said  C.  D.  Delassus;  that  he  often  saw  him  write,  and  that  the  signature 
an<l  name  of  said  C.  D.  Delassus  to  the  concession  for  600  arpents  (jf  land  given  by  him  to  Baptiste  Labreche, 
dated  the  5th  day  of  September,  1799,  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of  the  said  Charles  Dehault  Delassus. 

P.  DETCHMENDY. 

bwurn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  Lewis  F.  Linn,  one  of  the  commissioners  apimintcd  to  finally 
settle  and  adjust  the  titles  and  claims  to  lands  in  Missouri,  this  30th  day  of  October,  1832. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

.\nd  alsd  personally  came  Francois  Oge,  aged  85  years,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith 
Ihal  he  was  well  [icipuiintcd  with  Baptiste  Labreche,  named  in  the  afijresaid  grant;  that  he  was  a  resi- 
denterof  this  country  at  the  date  of  the  grant  in  1799,  and  continued  a  citizen;  that  about  the  date  of 
the  said  concession,  in  1799,  the  said  Baptiste  Labreche  took  possessicm  of  the  land  granted;  that  he 
settled  nn  tlic  bind,  built  a  house,  opened  a  field,  and  cultivated  the  same,  and  that  the  saiu  tract  of  land, 
Irom  about  the  (bite  of  the  said  concession,  has  been,  by  the  said  Labreche  and  those  claiming  under  him, 
actually  lulial.ilcd  unil  rultivaled  ever  since,  and  now  Is  Inhaliitcd  ami  cultivated. 

FRANCOIS  OGK,  his  +  mark. 


1S34.] 
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„„  ,  '^TT'   *"    ""'^    sub.sciil.cl    l.cfui-o   me,  Lewis    F.    Linn,  cnc  uf  Ihe  eoi„i„issioiiers  ;n.|H,lntr,l    .Vr     lliis 
30th  or  October,  1S32.  '        ■> 

(See  liouk  Xo.  0,  [lage  4riA 


L.    I'.    LINN. 


Xoviiithn-  4,  lS3p. — The  buunl   met  iiiirsuaut   to  Hiljouniin.Mil.      I're.seiil;    L.  1'.  Linn,  A.  C    linrrison 
F.  Ii.  (Jonway,  commis.sionors. 

Jean  Baptistc  Labn-ehe,  ehiimin.i^-  500  ar|ieut.s  ul"  LimL— .(See  |);v.;-e  4(1  of  tliis  bui.k.)  Tiie  boanl  aiv 
unanimously  of  opinion  tiiat  tliis  eiaim  ouo-ht  to  be  cnnlirmeil  to  tlie'.said  i5aptist(^  L;ibre.-he  oi-  his  h'''-al 
representatives,  aeeordiny  to  the  eonoessinn. — (See  bonis  Xo.  ('.,  pa,^■e  2',l,').)  '  "' 

L.  F.  LI  XX. 
F.  U.  COX  WAY. 
A.  (;.  HARRISON. 


Xo.  2>!. — St.  (If.mmk  Beai-v.vis,  cJaunuiij  LtJOO  arjiriil.<. 

To  Don  Zcnon  Trudeav,  linitenant  cuJond,  and  liculcnanl  governor  of  /Jir  wr^lrrn  pari  of  Illino',^: 

St.  Jaynio  Beauvais  has  the  honor  to  state  that,  wishino-  to  obtain  a  enneession  ol' 40  arpents  in  frtml 
by  40  in  deptli,  situated  bctwccu  the  river  Au  Castor  (Beaver  creek)  and  the  mine  called  A  la  Mdtte, 
distant  about  L5  leagues  of  the  villa,L;-e  of  the  Little  Hills  of  St.  Genevieve,  he  hopes  of  obtainin"-  tliis 
favor  of  your  justice. 


St.  Gkxevieve,  Aii(]uM  2,  1700 


.7.  S.  G.   BEAI'VAIS. 


St.  Genevieve,  yh/ryi;.-/  15,  ITOfi. 
Be  it  forwarded  to  the  lieutenant  governor,  with  information  that  the   laud   solicited    belong's    tn   the 
royal  domain,  and  will  not  be  ]irejndicial  to  an_y  ix'rsnn. 

FRANCOIS  VALLE, 


St.  Louis,  September  2,  1790. 
The  surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  establish  the  party  ujion  the  land  solicited,  if  belonging-  tn 
the  domain  of  his  Majesty,  and  does  not  carry  ijrejudice  to  anyone;  and  said  part}-  shall  a]iply  to  the  gov- 
ernor general  of  the  province  for  the  title  of  concession  which  he  solicits  for. 

ZENON  TRUDEAU. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  November  24,  1832. 


JULIUS  HE  MUN. 


No. 


Name  of  original  claim- 
ant. 


28      St.  Gcmme  Beauvais. 


Quantity, 
iu  arpents- 


1,  000 


Nature  and  date  of  claim. 


Concession,  Sept.  2,  1700 


Cy  whom  u'rantod. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date, 
and  situation. 


Zenou  Trudeau. 


EaUlence  irifh  nfercnec  to  minutes  and  records. 

June  20,  ISOi]. — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjonnunent.  Present:  The  Hon.  Clement  B,  Penrose 
and  James  C.  Donaldson,  esq. 

The  same,  (St.  James  Beauvais,)  claiming  1,600  arpents  of  land  situated  at  the  iline  a  la  Motte,  dis- 
trict of  St.  Genevieve,  produces  a  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  dated  September  2,  1790,  and  a  survey 
of  the  same,  taken  April  25,  and  certified  October  1,  1805. 

Francois  Valle,  boing'duly  sworn,  says  that  claimant  did,  about  five  or  six  years  agi.i,  being  then 
engaged  in  working  his  mines,  cut  wood  on  said  tract  of  land  f.n-  the  melting  of  the  mineral. 

The  board  reject  this  claim,  and  observe  that  the  above  concession  is  neither  antedated  nor  fraudu- 
lent, and  that  the'  above  claimant  had,  iu  1800,  10  children  and  30  slaves.— (Sec  book  No.  1,  page  310.) 

December  30,  1811.— Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates,  commissioners. 

St.  James  Beauvais,  claiming  1,G00  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  316.) 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed.— (Sec  book  No._5,  page  540.) 

November  23,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  Lewis  F.  Linn  and  F.  R. 
Conway,  commissioners. 

St.  Geinme  Beauvais,  claiming  1,600  arpents  of  laud,  (book  No.  1,  page  310;  Xo.  5,  page  540;  rec(U-d 
book  C,  pages  455  and  450,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from  Zenon 
Trudeau,  dated  September  2,  1790;  also  a  pajier  purporting  to  be  a  copy  of  a  plat  of  survey  liy  Thomas 
Madden. 

The  following  additional  testimony  was  taken  in  the  foregoing  case,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution 
of  this  board  of  the  lOtli  of  October  last: 

St.ite  of  Missouui,  county  of  St.  Genevieve,  October  25,  1832: 

St.  James  Beauvais,  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  St.  J.  Beauvais,  claiming  1,000  arpents  of 
lanil    situated    in    the  lai^e  disti-ict  nf  St.  Genevieve,  now  county  of  Madis(m,  in   the  State  of  Missouri,  by 
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virtue  and  in  inirsiiance  of  a  grant  or  concession  made  and  given  liy  Zenon  Trudcan,  formerly  lieutenant 
g-overnor  of  Upper  Lonisiana,  dated  the  2il  day  of- Septenitier,  1796,  produces  the  original  petition  of  said 
St.  James  Beauvais,  dated  tlie  2d  August,  1790,  and  the  reconimeudation  of  Frariqois  Valle,  then  com- 
mandant, of  the  15th  August,  1790,  for  tlie  conces.sion;  also  the  concession  itself,  dated  as  aforesaid. 
The  claimant  i)roduccs  also  a  plat  of  survey,  dated,  made,  and  recorded  by  Antoine  Soulard,  the  former 
surveyor  general  of  Upper  Jjouisiana,  dated  the  26tii  April,  180.5,  and  October  1,  1805;  and  then  the 
said  claimants  also  piroduce  Franrnis  C.  Lachtiuce,  aged  sixtj'-fivc  years,  who,  being  duly  sworn  as  the  law 
directs,  deposeth  and  saith  that  he  is  well  accjuainted  with  the  said  St.  James  jieauvais,  and  has  been 
from  the  time  he  was  able  to  know  or  recognize  any  person  in  the  world,  and  that  he  has  known  him  as  a 
residenter  of  this  county  ever  since;  that  lie  well  knows  his  children,  all  of  them  the  present  claimants; 
that  they  were  all  born  and  all  natives  of  this  county,  where  they  and  him  have  always  resided,  and  still 
live,  in  number  ten;  that  he  knows  that  the  land  here  claimed  was  and  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the 
said  St.  James  Beauvais  from  the  year  1799;  and  he  further  states  that  the  said  tract  of  laud  has  been  in 
the  actual  possession  of  the  said  St.  J.  Beauvais  and  his  children  ever  since;  and  that  the  same  was  from 
the  date  aforesaid,  ever  since,  and  now  is,  in  the  possession  as  aforesaid,  and  was  by  the  said  St.  J. 
Beauvais  and  his  children,  and  others  under  him,  actually  inhabited  and  cultivated  from  the  j'car  1799  up 
to  the  present  date;  that  houses  were  built  in  1803  or  1804,  and  rails  sjdit,  and  fields  cleared,  and  actually 
cultivated  for  more  than  twenty  j'ears,  which  liouses  and  lields  are  still  tliere;  that  this  claim  was  one  of 
the  first  grants  of  the  Spanish  government  in  that  quarter  of  the  country,  and  the  other  grants  for  Mine 
a  la  Motte  and  the  village  claim  respected  and  referred  to  the  lines  of  this  grant. 

F.  CALIOL  LACHANCE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  Lewis  F.  Linn,  one  of  the  commissioners  for  settling  and 
adjusting  land  claims  in  Missouri,  the  day  and  date  above. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

And  personally  came  John  Bte.  Valle,  senior,  aged  seventy-two  years,  who,  being  duly  sworn  as  the 
law  directs,  deposeih  and  saith  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  Zenon  Trudeau,  late  lieutenant  governor  of 
Upper  Louisiana;  that  he  has  frequently  seen  In'm  write,  and  that  he  knows  that  the  signature  of  the  said 
Zenon  Trudeau  to  the  concession  for  1,G00  arpents  of  land  given  to  St.  James  Beauvais,  dated  the  2d 
day  of  September,  1796,  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of  the  said  Zenon  Trudeau;  and  he  also  knows  that 
the  said  Zenon  Trudeau  was,  at  the  date  of  said  grant,  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Louisiana;  and 
he  also  piersonally  knows  that  the  signature  of  F.  Valid,  who  recommended  said  grant,  is  in  the  proper 
handwriting  of  said  F.  Valid. 

J.  BTE.  VALLfi. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  Lewis  F.  Linn,  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  finally 
settle  and  adjust  the  titles  and  claims  of  lands  in  Missouri,  this  30th  day  of  October,  1832. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

Annexed  to  the  above  testimony  is  an  affidavit  signed  by  J.  B.  Janis  and  Julien  La  Breire,  proving 
the  cultivation  and  habitation  of  said  land  before  the  change  of  government,  up  to  the  date  of  said  atiidavit, 
•which  was  sworn  to  and  subscribed  on  the  30th  November,  1818,  before  M.  Amourux,  a  justice  of  the 
peace  for  the  county  of  St.  Genevieve. — (See  book  No.  6,  pages  37,  38,  39,  and  40.) 

In  the  case  of  St.  Gemme  Beauvais,  claiming  1,600  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  37  of  this  Ijook.) 
Peter  Menard,  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  St.  Gemme  Beauvais  to  be  the  father  of  10  children; 
that  when  he  first  knew  him  he  owned  more  than  forty  negroes  and  a  large  stock  of  cattle;  that  he,  the 
deponent,  used  to  make  St.  Gemme  Beauvais's  house  his  home  when  at  St.  Genevieve. — (See  book  No.  6, 
page  128.) 

November  4,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison,  P. 
R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

St.  Genmie  Beauvais,  claiming  1,600  arpents  of  land. — (See  pages  37,  38,  39,  40,  and  128,  of  this  book.) 
The  board  arc  unanimously  of  opinion   that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  said  St.   Gemme 
Beauvais,  or  his  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  G,  page  296.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 
F.  R.  CONWAY. 
A.  G.  HARRISON. 


No.  29. — Vital  St.  Gesmes  and  others,  claiming  1,600  wqxnU. 

Tu  Dclassus  Beluziei-e,  knight,  ca2)lain  and  commandant,  civil  and  military,  of  the  post  of  New  Buurhon: 

Sir:  The  \indersigned  have  the  honor  of  laying  before  you  the  present  petition,  to  obtain  of  your 
goodness  and  of  the  benevolence  of  the  government  which  you  represent,  a  concession  of  one  hundred, 
and  sixty  arpents  of  land  in  d(,>pth  by  ten  arpents  in  front,  situated  on  the  south  branch  of  river  Saline, 
at  about  six  leagues  from  its  mouth,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  lands  of  the  domain.  In  so  doing,  the 
undersigned  will  never  cease  to  pray  for  the  conservation  of  your  days. 

RAPHAEL  ST.  JEMS. 

BATISTE  BEQUET. 

VITAL  ST.  JEMS. 

BMI.  ST.    GEilES. 
St.  Gen-evieve,  Jan((nr)/ 29,  1798. 


1S34.J 
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St.  Ti(.tis,  Frhriiani  1,  17118. 
Tlic  survc^-or  nf  tlii.s  jiirisilic(i(in,  Don  Auluiiiii  Soular.l,  slmll  |,u(  .Mcs.srs.  i;:i|iliacl  S(.  .layuic,  liaptisL 
BoquL-t,  ]5ai-t(_'lnii  St.  Jayine,  ami  ^'ital  St.  Jaj-uie,  iu  p(j.sa(.'ssi(.ii  nf  ihc  haul  sdlicilol  lor  in  ihr  lucsriit  pcti- 
tioii;  in  coutinuiitioii  of  wliicli,  lie  shall  draw  a  proccs  vei-lial  nf  Ins  siirvrv,  lur  the  wli.ilc  l.i  Ic  rcfuDicil 
ti)  us  and  sent  to  the  <^'ovei-nor  g-enei-al  <il'tlie  innvinee,  lo  he  ihhuil  i\  el  y  ditcDniiK  d  \>\  him  uiimh  ihe  run- 
cession  ul'  said  laud. 

/KN(_)N   Till  DKAU. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  November  24,  1832. 


JULILS  i)K  MUN. 


No. 


29 


Name  of  original  claimant. 


Raiili.  St.  Geinme,  Baptiste 
Beiiuet,  Vital  St.  Cremnie, 
Bartli.  St.  Gemme, 


Quantity  in  ar- 
pi-nts. 


1,000 


Nature  ami  ilate  of  claiu 


CVmcession,  1st  Feb- 
ruary, 1798. 


By  whom    I    By  whom  Burvoyed, 
f,'rant(;il.        date,  ami  Bituation. 


Zemin  Tni- 
deau. 


Eddencn  with  reference  lo  minulcs  and  records. 

Bcccmhrr  1,  180T. — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  The  honorable  John  B.  U. 
Lucas  and  Frederick  Bates. 

Baptiste  Bcquet,  Raphael  St.  Gemme,  Vital  St.  Gemme,  and  Barth.  St.  Gemme,  claiming  1  ,(iOO  arpcnts 
of  laud  situated  on  the  north  fork  of  the  river  Saline,  produce,  in  support  of  the  same,  a  concession  from 
Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor,  dated  1st  February,  1798,  and  a  plat  and  ccrtiticatc  of  survey  for  the 
same  by  Thomas  Maddin,  dated  16th  February,  lSO(j. 

John  Mary  Legrand,  being  duly  sworn,  saj's  that  he  knows  the  tract  claimed.  That  in  1805  the  same 
was  inhaliited  and  cultivated  for  the  use  of  the  claimants;  that  he  knows  that  claimants  laid  a  claim  to 
that  jiieceof  land  five  or  sis  years  ago.     Laid  over  for  decision. — (See  book  Ni>.  3,  page  104.) 

June  1,  1810. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  0.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Raphael  St.  Jems,  Baptiste  Berjuct,  Vital  St.  Jems,  and  Barth.  St.  Jems,  claiming  1,600  arpents  of 
land. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  164.)  The  paper  purporting  to  bo  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey,  signed  by 
Thomas  Maddin,  is  not  authenticated  by  the  proper  surveyor.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this 
claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  358.) 

November  24,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  Lewis  F.  Linn,  F.  R.  Conway, 
commissioners. 

Raphael  St.  Jems,  Bequet,  and  others,  claiming  1,600  arpents  of  land,  (see  book  No.  3,  page  164  ; 
book  No.  4,  page  358;  record  book  D,  pages  49  and  50,)  produce  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original 
concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  da.ted  February  1,  1798.  Also  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  plat  of  survey 
executed  on  the  16th  of  February,  1806,  by  Thomas  Maddin,  deputy  surveyor. 

The  following  additional  testimony  was  taken  in  the  foregoing  case,  in  compliance  with  a  rcsulution 
of  this  board  of  the  10th  of  October  last: 

State  of  Missouri,  county  of  St.  Genevieve. 

Bartholomew  St.  Gemme,  and  Raphael  St.  Jemmes,  and  Charles  Grcgoin,  under  Vital  St.  Gemme, 
deceased,  and  Thomas  Maddin,  Richard  Maddin,  and  James  Maddin,  under  Baptiste  Bequet  and  Ra|ihael 
St.  Gemme,  claiming  1,600  arpents  of  land,  situate  in  the  late  district  now  county  of  St.  Genevieve, 
in  the  State  of  Missouri,  by  virtue  of  concession,  produces  the  original  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau, 
late  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Louisiana,  dated  the  first  day  of  February,  1798,  given  to  Raphael  St. 
Gemme,  Vital  St.  Gemme,  Bajitiste  Bequet,  and  Bartholomew  St.  Gemme,  for  1,600  arpents  of  land,  and  a 
plat  of  the  same,  surveyed  by  Thomas  Maddin,  late  deputy  surveyor,  &c.  And  thereupon  came  Paschal 
Detchmendy,  aged  seventy-one  years,  who,  being  duly  sworn  as  the  law  directs,  deposeth  and  saith  that  ho 
•was  well  acquainted  with' Zenon  Trudeau,  late  lieutenant  governor  of  Louisiana  ;  that  he  was  lieutenant 
governor  of  Iqiper  Louisiana  in  the  year  1798,  and  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  handwriting  and 
signature  of  said  Zenon  Trudeau,  having  frequently  seen  him  write,  and  that  the  name  and  signature  ot  said 
Zenon  Trudeau  to  the  concession  made" by  him  to  Raphael  St.  Gemme,  Vital  St.  Gemme,  Baptiste  Bequet, 
and  Bartholomew  St.  Gemme,  for  l,(i00  arpents  of  land,  dated  the  first  day  of  February,  1798,  is  in  the 
proper  handwriting  of  said  Zenon  Trudeau,  and  is  his  signature  ;  and  the  deponent  turther  says  that  ho 
was  well  acquainted  with  the  said  Raphael  St.  Gemme,  Vital  St.  Gemme,  Baptiste  Bequet,  and  Bartholo- 
mew St.  Gemme,  the  concessioners  in  the  said  grant  named  ;  and  that  they  and  each  of  them  were,  at 

the  date  of  the  grant  aforesaid,  citizens  and  residents  in  the  county.  „T,rT.x-r  ^r 

P.  DETC.UML.nDi. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  Lewis  F.  Linn,  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  settle  and 
adjust  the  titles  and  claims  to  land  in  Missouri,  this  30th  day  of  October,  1832.  ^ 

•'  L.  F.  LINN. 

And  also,  at  the  same  time  and  place,  came  Sebastian  Butcher,  aged  fifty-two  years,  wlm,  being  duly 
sworn  as  the  law  directs,  deposeth  and  saith  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  grantees  in  the  above 
concession  ;  that  they  were,  in  the  year  1798,  citizens  and  residents  in  this  county;  and  lie  turther  says 
that  he  well  knows  the  land  in  the  above  concession  named  and  claimed,  having  irequently  travelled  by 
and  through  the  same  about  the  year  1804,  and  that  he  saw  one  or  more  men  working  on  the  land  ami 
making  rails,  preparing  to  enclose  a  field  ;  that  there  was  a  consideralde  (juantity  ot  rails. 

"  '     '        °  SEBASTIAN  l{.  BFTCIIER,  his -f  mark. 
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Sworn  til  and  .subscribed  before  nie,  Lewis  F.  Linn,  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  settle  and 
adjust  the  titles  and  claims  of  laud  in  Missonri,  this  30th  day  of  October,  1832. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

And  also,  at  the  same  time  and  place,  came  Bazilc  Mosplas,  aged  fifty-three  j-ears,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposcth  and  saith  that  he  knows  all  the  grantees  named  in  the  aibresaid  concession  ;  that  they 
were  residents  in  tlie  county  at  the  date  of  the  concession,  in  1798.  And  he  further  says  he  is  well 
acijuainted  with  the  land  claimed  and  named  in  the  s;iid  concession,  and  that  in  the  year  1804  he  went  on 
the  land  claimed,  by  the  direction  of  the  grantees,  and  aided  in  carrying  the  chain  to  survey  the  same  in 
180(5.  That  in  1804,  when  he  went  on  the  land,  he  saw  a  house  and  field  on  the  same  ;  tliat  the  house 
■was  built  by  one  man  called  Black,  and  tiie  fields  cleared  by  him.  That  the  said  Black  was  put  there  by 
the  claimants,  who  g-ave  him  horses,  stock,  hogs,  cattle,  &c.,  on  the  shares  ;  tliat  said  Black  remained  there 
f(jr  a  considerable  time,  and  he  believes  died  there.  And  that  the  said  land  has  been  cultivated,  to  the 
best  of  his  knowledge,  ever  since,  either  Ijy  the  claimants  or  others  under  them. 

15AZILE  MESPLAS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  Ijcfore  me,  Lewis  F.  Linn,  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  finally  settle 
and  adjust  land  claim.s  in  Missouri,  this  SOtli  day  of  October,  1832. — (See  book  No.  6,  pag-e.s  40,  41,  and  42.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 

November  5,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
and  F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Raphael  St.  Gemme,  Bequet,  and  others,  claiming  1,600  arponts  of  land. — (See  page  40  of  this  book.) 
The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Raphael  St. 
Gemme,  Baptiste  Bequet,  Vital  St.  Gemme,  and  Barthemi  St.  Gcinmc,  or  their  legal  representatives, 
according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  290.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 


No.  30. — Thom.vs  Maddin,  cZai??ii«^  1,500  arpcnlx. 

To  Mr.  Zcnon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor  of  the  ^uesfern part  of  Illinois: 

Supplicates  very  humbly  Thomas  Maddin,  (King's  surveyor,  appointed  and  established  for  the  post 
and  district  of  St.  Genevieve  and  of  New  Bourbon,  inhabiting  since  several  years  the  district  of  the  said 
New  Bourbon,)  and  has  the  honor  to  expose  that,  wishing  to  construct  and  build  a  flour  mill,  seeing  the 
necessity  of  such  an  establishment  in  this  district,  being  himself  destitute  of  the  means  to  get  manufac- 
tured the  productions  of  his  plantation,  and  to  facilitate  to  the  inhabitants  of  his  neighborhood,  and 
especially  to  those  of  the  villages  of  St.  Genevieve  and  New  Bourbon,  the  means  of  procuring  flour  easily, 
there  being  in  those  places  but  horse  mills,  which  make  but  a  small  quantity  of  flour,  and  of  a  very  inferior 
quality  ;  which  fact  is  notorious.  The  petitioner  having  found  a  suitable  place  for  the  establishment  he 
proi>oscs  on  the  Glaise  a  Topois,  which  is  a  branch  of  the  river  Aux  Vases,  distant  about  two  leagues  and 
a  halt  from  St.  Genevieve,  and  being  in  his  Majesty's  domain,  therefore  the  petitioner  lias  recourse  to  you, 
sir,  and  your  authority,  that  you  may  be  pleased  to  grant  him,  his  heirs  and  assignees,  the  concession  for 
fifteen  hundred  arpents  of  land  in  the  above-cited  place,  the  said  concession  adjoining  tliat  of  Andrd 
Deggyre  and  that  of  Madame  Manuel  Joseph  Bequette  and,  Joseph  Pratte.  The  petitioner  obliging  him- 
self to  construct  his  mill  and  have  it  completed  before  the  expiration  of  two  years  from  the  time  he  shall 
be  put  in  possession  of  the  said  concession,  under  pain,  in  the  contrary  case,  to  be  compelled  to  relinquish 
all  his  rights  and  pretensions  on  the  same,  which  concession  should  then  be  deemed  null  and  void.  In  so 
doing,  the  petitioner  will  never  cease  to  pray  for  the  conservation  of  your  days. 

THOMAS  MADDIN. 

New  Bourbon,  January  8,  l'i99. 


New  Bourbon,  January  20,  1199. 

We,  the  undersigned,  commandant  of  the  post  of  New  Bourbon,  do  certify  to  the  lieutenant  governor 
of  the  western  part  of  Illinois,  that  the  statement  made  in  this  petition  is  exact,  sincere,  and  true,  and 
that  the  petitioner,  being  an  excellent  subject,  having  a  numerous  family  to  maintain,  also  a  voiy  good 
cultivator,  who  unites  to  the  talent  (precious  in  this  country)  of  surveyor  the  necessary  industry  and 
capacity  as  a  mechanician,  and  especially  for  the  construction  of  mill's,  deserves,  in  every  point  of  view, 
to  obtain  the  favor  which  he  solicits  of  the  government. 

PIERRE  DELASSUS  DELUZIERB. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  January  29,  1799. 
Having  taken  cognizance  of  the  present  memorial  and  of  the  information  given  by  the  commandant 
of  the  post  of  New  Bourbon,  the  captain  of  militia,  Don  Pedro  Delassus  Deluziere,  and  as  we  are  satisfied 
that  the  petitioner  has  suflicient  means  to  improve  the  lands  he  solicits,  the  surveyor  of'this  Upper 
L(juisiana,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  interested  in  possession  of  said  land,  and,  in  continuation, 
shall  niake  a  procea  verbal  of  his  survey,  to  enable  the  petitioner  to  solicit  the  concession  from  the  governor, 
wlin  IS  ii. firmed  (hat  the  pctitiiiner  deserves  the  favor  solicited. 

ZENON  TRUDEAU. 


isai.j 
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Tiie   present  iirii2,-inal   title  i.f  cuiiression   lias  lieeu  re-'istered,  uml   its  enlhited   ei  .jiy  ilcpusiteil    in   th, 
,areliives  of  the  jiest  u(  New  rxniilniii,  umliT  No.  14. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  Xoveniber  '24,  183i] 


i>KL.\.ssr,s. 
.ni.ir.-<  UK  Mr\. 


No. 


Name  of  origiaal 
claimaQt. 


30 


Thomas  Maddin. 


(^'uautity, 
in  arpcuts 


l.oOO 


Nature  and  date  of  claim. 


Concession,  January  2'.>,  17'.i'.). 


I!y  wliom  i^rauted. 


Zenun  Trndeau. 


r.y  whom  surveyed,  date, 
and  tiituatiou. 


Evidence  inllt  rei'vrcncc  to  miniife.i  and  rccord.-<. 

Jiiiie-2o,  1806. — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  The  Hon.  rieuieiit  ]>.  i'enroso 
and  dames  U.  Donaklson,  esq. 

Thomas  Maddin,  chiimin.i;:  1,500  arpents  of  land  situate  on  the  river  .Vtis  Vases,  district  af'oicsaid. 
produces  a  concession  from  Zenun  Trndeau,  dated  January  20,  17"J9,  and  a  survt'y  of  the  same  taken 
September  23,  1805,  and  certified  February  27,  1806. 

Job  Westover,  being-  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  did,  some  time  in  August,  1803,  begin  the  building  nl 
a  mill  on  the  said  tract  of  land;  that  some  time  prior  to  that,  to  wit,  on  Ash  AVednesday  in  the  year  1800, 
having  gone  on  said  land  to  seek  fur  a  mill  seat,  he  was  fired  at  by  a  party  uf  Indians;  that  in  cunsequence 
whereof  the  claimant,  who  had  then  intended  to  proceed  to  the  buildin.g  of  said  mill,  gave  up  the  idea  of 
so  doing  for  some  time;  that  in  1803  he  did  build  said  mill;  that  he  had  on  said  land  a  cabin  in  wli'ch  the 
men  engaged  in  the  building  as  aforesaid  then  lived;  that  the  said  mill  was  completed  in  1800,  when  he 
began  the  cultivating  of  said  land;  and  that  the  same  has  been  actually  inhabited  and  cultivated -to  this 
day.  Claimant  was,  at  the  time  of  obtaining  said  concession,  the  head  of  a  family.  The  board  reject; 
this  claim,  and  observe  that  the  aforesaid  concession  is  neither  antedated  nor  fraudulent,  but  that  the 
same  is  not  duly  registered. — (See  book  No.  1,  pag-e  333.) 

Augiid  23,  1810. — Board  met.     Present:  John  B.  C.  Ltieas  and  Clement  B.  Penrose,  cunnnissiuners. 

Thomas  Maddin,  claimin,g  1,500  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  333.)  It  is  the  opinion  uf 
the  board  that  this  claim  ouglit  not  to  be  eontirmed. — (Sec  book  No.  4,  page  4t0.) 

November  24,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  Lewis  F.  Linn  and  F.  11. 
Conway,  commissioners. 

Thomas  Maddin,  hy  his  leg'al  representatives,  claiming-  1,500  arpents  of  land,  (see  book  No.  1,  page 
333;  book  No.  4,  page  410;  record  bo(d<  A,  pages  514  and  515,  and  204  of  this  book,)  produces  a  paper 
purporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from  Zemin  Trndeau,  ilated  January  20,  1790.  The  ailditiunal 
testimony  here  below  was  taken  in  the  foregoing  case,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  this  board  of 
the  10th  of  October  last: 

State  of  Missoubi,  county  of  St.  Genevieve: 

Thomas  Maddin,  now  Antoinc  Janis,  the  legal  representative  by  regular  transfers,  claimin.g  one 

thousand   five   hundred  arpents   of    laild   sitmite   in  the  former  district,  now  county  uf  St.  fJenevieve, 

in  the  State  uf  Missouri,  in  the  county  of  St.  Genevieve,  filed  with  the  former  board  of  commissioners, 

produces   the  original  concession  for  the  same   from  Zenon  Trudeau,  late  the  lieutenant  .governor  of 

Upper  Louisiana,  dated  January  29,  1790,  and  refers  to  the  plat  of  survey  heretofore  filed  and  ju-odnced 

to  the  former  board  of  commissioners;  and  thereupon  the  claimant  [iroduces  Bartholomew  St.  Gemme,  vi' 

the  age  of  fifty-eight  years,  who,  being  duly  sworn  as  tlie  law  directs,  deposeth  and  saith  that  he  is  well 

acipuiinted  with  the  handwriting  ami  signature  of  Zenon  Trudeau,  late  lieutenant  governor  of  Ujiper 

Louisiana,  and  that  the  name  and  signature  of  the  said  Zenon  Trudeau  to  the  concession  for  fifteen  hundred 

arpents  of  land  to  Thomas  Maddin,  dated  January  20,  1790,  is  in  the  proper  liandwriting  of  the  said  Zeinjn 

Trudeau,  and  that  the  name  (jf  Pierre  Delassns  Deluziere  to  the  recommendation  for  said  concession  is  in 

the  proper  handwriting  of  the  said  Pierre  Delassns  Deluziere;  and  this  deponent  further  says  that,  in  the 

year   1803,  he  personally  saw  the  said  Thonuis   Maddin  and  his   hands  working  on  the  said  land   and 

preparing  timber  to  build  a  mill,  and  that  about  the  same  time  said  .Madilin  Imilt  a  Innise  for  the  purpose 

of  accommodating  himself,  his  hands,  and  workmen,  and   about   the  same  time  said  Maddin  actually 

cleared  and  enclosed  a  small  field;  and  this  deponent  further  says  that,  at  the  date  of  the  grant  aforesaid,  the 

said  Maddin  was  a  residenter  in  tjie  province,  and  has  contitiued  a  residenter  ever  since;  and  this  deponent 

further  says  that  the  said  tract  has  been  actually  enclosed,  improved,  and  cultivated  ever  since,  either  by 

the  said  Maddin  or  those  claiming  under  him;  ami  this  deponent  further  saith  that  about  that  tiine  the 

settlements  distant  from  the  town's  were  very  much  retarded  by  the  hostile  and  repeated  depredatiims  of 

the   Indians,  who   frequently   made    incursions    into    the    .settlements   and    drove   ulY  or   frightened   the 

inhabitants. 

B.VBTIIOLGMKW  ST.  GE>[MES. 


Sworn   to   and   sub^ 
settle  and  adjust  the  tit 


eribed   before   me,  Lewis    f.  Linn,  uiie  uf  the  ei.junni.ssiuiujrs  appointi'd   to   linally 
to  bind  in  Missouri,  tliis  29tli  day  of  October,  1832. 

LE\\'1S  F.  LINN,  Land  Commi.-^sioncr. 


ami 


anus 


dulv  sworn   as   the  law  directs 


And  als.i  came  Fran<'ois  Valle.  aux-d  fifty-two  years,  who,  heing  iluly 
depo.sethand  saith  that,  in  the  latter  ),art  of  the  winter  or  spring  of  isoo,  he  understood  that  Ihomas 
Maddin  was  about  to  connnence  building  a  mill  on  the  laud  menti..ned  in  the  concession  aloresaid,  and 
that  hims(df  or  his  hands,  amongst  whom  was  Job  Weslover,  had  gone  out  to  the  land  ior  that  purpose; 
that  shortlv  after  the  same  mciM-etnrned,  saying  that  they  had  been  fired  on  and  driven  ofl  by  the  Indians, 
(Osage;~)   that   thi.J  depuiu  nt,  with   ycveral  uthers,  went   immcdiatrly  tu  the  place,  and  touud  the  lacts  as 
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above  represented,  for  they  saw  the  balls  in  the  trees  where  tiie  firing  had  been,  and  saw  the  tracks  and 
siffns  of  tlie  Indians;  tiiat  this  deponent,  with  tlie  others,  followed  the  Indians  all  day,  withont  snccess; 
and  that  said  Maildin  afterwards  continued,  from  time  to  time,  to  progress  in  building  the  mill,  and  in 
1803  the  deponent  assisted  in  building  and  finishing  the  mill;  that  said  Maddin  bnilt  a  small  house  and 
opened  some  land,  and  that  he  well  knows  that  the  said  mill  has  been  in  operation,  generally,  ever  since, 
and  that  the  said  land  was  actually  inhabited  and  cultivated  frum  the  date  aforesaid  ever  since,  and  still 
is-  that  said  Maddin  continued  to  clear  and  improve  the  land  till,  he  believes,  there  were  more  than  one 
Imndred,  perhaps  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  improved  and  in  cultivation;  and  that  said  Maddin,  at  the 
date  of  the  r.-rant  and  ever  since,  was,  and  has  been,  a  rcsidcnter  of  the  country. 

P.  VALLE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  Lewis  F.  Linn,  cue  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  finally 
settle  and  adjust  the  titles  and  claims  to  land  in  Missouri,  this  30th  day  of  October,  1832. 

LEWIS  F.  LINN. 

And  also  came  Joseph  Vital,  about  fifty  years  of  age,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  that 
he  has  been  a  citizen  of  this  country  from  since  he  was  eight  years  of  ago;  that  he  is  well  acipiainted  with 
the  tract  of  land  claimed  in  the  concession  aforesaid,  as  also  with  Thomas  Maddin,  who  was  at  the  date 
of  the  grant,  and  still  is,  a  citizen  and  residenter  of  this  country;  that  he  knows  that  about  the  year  ISOO 
or  1801  Thomas  Maddin  went,  or  took,  or  sent  hands,  he  does  not  remember,  and  begun  to  prepare  to 
build  a  mill  on  the  same,  and  that  they  were  fired  on  by  the  Indians  and  driven  ofl';  that  this  witness  was 
one  of  the  jiarty  who  went  out  in  pursuit  of  the  Indians,  who  were  then  very  troublesome  at  any  distance 
'from  the  villages;  and  this  deponent  further  says  that  in  1803,  to  the  best  of  his  recollection,  ho  assisted 
in  person  to  raise  the  mill,  which  was  put  into  operatiim,  and  a  mill  continued  on  said  land  ever  since; 
that  a.liout  that  time,  or  sliortly  afterwards,  .said  Maddin  begun  and  built  a  house  and  opened  some  land, 
and  continued  to  improve  said  land  and  open  more  land,  till  he  had  from  one  liundred  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  opened;  and  he  further  knows  that,  from  about  the  date  of  the  concession  to  the  present  time, 
the  said  laud  has  been  inhabited,  improved,  and  cultivated. 

JOSEPH  V.  BEAUVAIS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  Lewis  F.  Linn,  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  finally 
settle  and  adjust  the  titles  and  claims  to  land  in  Missouri,  this  30th  day  of  October,  1832. 

L.  F.  LINN. 
(See  book  No.  6,  pages  43,  44,  45,  and  46.) 

November  5,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  E.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Thomas  jVfaddin,  claiming  1,500  arpcnts  of  land. — (See  page  43  of  this  book.)  The  board  are  unan- 
imously of  oi)inion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Thomas  Maddin,  or  his  legal  represent- 
atives, according  to  the  concession.-^(Sec  book  No.  6,  page  2'JC.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  K.  CONWAY. 

A.  G.  UARKISON. 


No.  31. — WiLU.\M  James,  daiming  600  arpenlg. 

To  Afr.  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor  and  commander-in-cldef  of  the  ivcstern  port  of  Illinois,  tic: 

William  Jamcis,  irjhabitant  of  New  Bourbon,  supplicates  very  humbly,  and  has  the  honor  to  expose 
to  you,  that  in  consequence  of  the  encouragements  announced  in  Kentuckj-,  that  should  be  granted  to 
honest,  suljstantial,  and  Catholic  inhabitants  who  would  emigrate  to,  and  establisli  themselves  in  Illinois, 
on  the  part  belonging  to  his  Majestj'  the  King  of  Spain,  he  determined  last  year  to  come  and  settle  him- 
self with  his  family  and  slaves;  that  he  has  already  built  his  dwelling-hcmsc  upon  a  jiiece  of  land  that  he 
has  acquired  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river  Aux  Vases;  but  that  land,  by  the  small  quantity  of  it,  and 
its  bad  (j^ualit}',  (being  composed  of  many  unfertile  hills,)  is  not  suflicient  to  occup3'  his  workirien  and 
slaves,  nor  to  furnish  to  their  subsistence  and  that  of  his  family,  neither  to  maintain  his  cattle;  therefore 
the  petitioner  has  made  researches  for  a  piece  of  land  fit  for  the  cultivation  of  sundry  productions,  and 
has  found  one  near  his  residence  upon  the  said  right  side  of  said  river  Aux  Vases,  at  about  two  miles 
from  said  river,  and  towards  the  concession  of  Job  Wcstover.  This  piece  of  land  may  have  in  superficie 
the  quantity  of  six  hundred  arpents,  which  does  not  exceed  his  force  in  family  and  slaves,  neither  his 
means  and  faculties.  In  conse(iuence,  the  petitioner  applies  to  you,  sir,  that  you  may  be  pleased  to  grant 
to  him,  his  heirs,  and  assignees,  in  full  property,  the  concession  of  said  land  such  as  it  is  here  above 
described,  consisting  in  six  hundred  arpents  in  superficie,  in  order  to  cultivate  it  regularly  in  divers  pro- 
ductions lor  his  subsistence  and  that  of  his  family  and  shvvcs,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  his  cattle.  In 
so  doing,  he  will  never  cease  to  pray  for  the  conservation  of  your  daj's. 
Done  at  New  Bourbon  February  T,  1198. 

WILLIAM  JAMES. 

St.  Louis,  February  20,  1198. 

The  survej-or  of  this  jurisdiction,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  William  James  in  possession  of 
the  land  asked  for  in  the  present  petition,  in  continuation  of  which  he  shall  draw  a  proces  verbal  of  his 
survey,  and  the  whole  returned  to  us  and  sent  to  the  governor  general  of  the  province,  for  him  to  determine 
definitively  upon  the  concession  of  said  land, 

ZENON  TRUDEAU. 
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Tho  present  origiual  of  the  title  of  <-onei's.si..n  Ims  \,r,- 
the  aieliives  of  the  post  of  New  Bourbon,  under  N(..  :;7. 

Truly   triuislated.     St.  Louis,  Xdveuilior  '2t,  Is:;l>. 
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DKLASSUS. 
JULIUS  i)i:  MIX. 


No. 


Name  of  original  claimant,  i  Quantity, 
atpents. 


31 


William  James 


cm 


Nature  and  date  of  claim.    I'y  whom  granted. 


Coneession,  January 
20,  n',18. 


/.  Tnnli 


r.y  whom  surveyed,  date  and  Bit- 
uatiou. 


Evidence  nitli  nference  to  minuliv  and  rccord.-<. 

December  5,  1807. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  liie  honorable  Jdhn  P..  G. 
Lncas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederiek  Bates. 

William  James,  claiming-  six  hundred  arpents  of  land  situated  on  the  river  Aux  Vases;  ijroilueos  in 
support  of  said  claim,  a  concession  from  Zeuon  Trudean,  lieutenant  governor,  dated  February  20,  ITllS. 

Thomas  Maddin,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  said  tract  has  neither  lieen  inhabited  nur  cultiviited,  but' 
had  the  concession  either  in  1'98  or  179',)  for  the  purpose  of  surveying  the  same.  Laid  over  fur  derisidn.^ 
(See  book  No.  3,  pages  137  and  158.) 

May  i,  1810. — Board  met.  Present:  John  R.  C.  Lm.\as,  Clement  B.  IVnmse,  and  Frrdcrirk  liatcs,  c<im- 
missioners. 

William  James,  claiming  000  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  157.)  It  is  the  (Jiiinion  of  the 
board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  350.) 

Kovember  26,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  Lewis  F.  Linn,  F.  R.  Ci.mway, 
connnissioners. 

William  James,  claiming  GOO  arpents  of  land. — (See  Look  No.  3,  page  157;  record  book  1),  pages  40 
and  41.)  Produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  au  original  concession  from  Zenon  Trudean,  dated  February 
20,  1798.  The  following  additional  testimonj- was  taken  in  the  foregoing  ease,  in  compliance  with  a  reso- 
lution of  this  board  of  the  10th  of  October  last: 

St.\te  of  Missouri,  count ij  of  St.  Genevieve: 

William  James,  claiming  six  hundred  arpents  of  land  situated  in  the  late  district  of  St.  Genevieve, 
now  county  of  St.  Genevieve,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river  Aux  Vases,  by 
virtue  of  a  concession  from  Zenon  Trudean,  late  lieutenant  governor  of  Louisiana,  dated  the  20th  day  of 
February,  1798,  made  in  conformitj'  of  a  petition  of  tlio  said  James,  dated  the  7th  of  February,  1798,  and 
an  order  of  survey  to  Antoine  Soulard,  late  surveyor  general  under  the  Spanish  government,  of  the  date 
first  aforesaid.  Produces  the  original  concession  and  order  of  survej'  above  referred  to.  When  James  J. 
Fenwick,  of  lawful  age,  being  duly  sworn  as  the  law  directs,  deposeth  and  saith  that  he  is  well  acquainted 
with  the  claimant  in  this  case,  William  James;  that  he  came  to  this  country  in  the  year  1797  and  settled 
in  the  country;  that  he  has  remained  a  residenter  of  this  country  from  that  time  to  the  present  moment; 
th^  he  settled  on  a  tract  of  land  purchased  of  one  Robert  Smith,  on  the  river  Aux  Vases,  a  few  miles 
fi'om  and  below  the  tract  claimed;  that  he  has  remained  in  the  country  and  on  the  land  aforesaid  ever 
since. 

JAMES  F.  FENWICK. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  Lewis  F.  Linn,  one  of  the  commissioners  for  linally  settling  and 
adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to  lands  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  this  2Gth  day  of  October,  1832. 

LEWIS  F.  LINN. 

John  Baptiste  Valle,  aged  seventy-two  years,  being  duly  sworn  in  the  case  as  the  law  directs, 
deposeth  and  saith  that  he  is  well  acquainted  with  the  handwriting  and  signature  of  Zenon  Trudean, 
who  was  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Louisiana  under  the  late  Spanisii  government  ;  that  the  signature 
to  the  concession  of  William  James  for  600  arpents  of  land,  dated  February  20,  1798,  and  an  order  of 
survey  of  the  same  date,  are  in  the  handwriting  of  the  said  Zenon  Trudeau  ;  and  that  the  memorandum 
at  the  bottom  of  said  concession  (that  the  same  was  duly  recorded)  is  in  the  proper  hand  of  Charles 
Dehault  Delasssus  Deluziere,  then  commandant  ;  that  he  knows  the  said  William  James  came  to  this 
country  in  the  year  1797  or  1798,  to  the  best  of  his  recollection,  and  that  he  has  remained  a  residenter  of 
the  country  ever  since;  that  said  James  settled  on  the  river  Aux  Vases,  a  few  miles  below  the  land  claimed 
in  the  concession,  where  he  has  remained  ever  since  ;  that  he  knows  it  was  considered  very  dangerous 
for  many  years  after  said  James  came  to  the  country  to  make  settlements  or  make  surveys  at  any  distance 

from  the  towns  and  settled  parts  of  the  country.  ,, .  t  t  ,s 

BAPilfclL    \  ALLL. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  Lewis  F.  Linn,  one  of  the  commissioners  for  finally  settling  and 
adjusting  titles  and  claims  to  lands  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  this  26th  day  of  October   1832^ 
■'         "^  LE^VIS  F.  LINN. 

(See  book  No.  6,  pages  48,  49,  and  50.) 

November  5,  1833.— The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners.  ^  ,  .    ,      ,   ^     n^,    ,        i  •  i 

AVilliam  James  claiming  600  arpents  of  land.— (See  page  48  of  this  book.)  Tlio  board  are  unanimously 
of  opinion  tliat  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  AVilliam  James  or  his  legal  representatives, 

according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  <i,  page  297.)  ttx-x- 

L.   r  .   LlA  N . 
F.  R.  CONWAY. 
A.  G.  ILVRRISON. 
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No.  32. — Charles  Fbemon  Delaubieke,  by  Widow  Leclerc,  claiming  300  arpe.nt». 

To  Mr   Charles  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor  and  commander-in-chief  of  the  wedernparl  of  Illinois: 

Au"-ustin  Charles  Fremoii  Delauriere,  &c.,  residing  at  St.  Genevieve,  supplicates  very  humbl}',  and 
has  tlie  honor  to  represent  to  you,  that,  wishing  to  establish  a  plantation  in  order  to  cultivate  the  soil 
and  raise  cattle,  to  provide  ibr  liis  subsistence  and  for  that  of  his  family,  he  had  asked,  by  the  petition 
here  annexed,  dated  May  8,  1797,  a  concession  for  five  hundred  and  sixty  arpents  of  land  in  superficie, 
alon"-  the  little  river  Saline;  and  your  predecessor  had  condescended  to  promise  to  tlie  petitioner  to 
deliver  to  him  the  title  in  form,  but,  unfortunately  for  the  petitioner,  it  resulted  from  the  survey  of  the 
concession  before  granted  to  Madame  Widow  De  Villars  in  this  district  that  the  whole  of  the  land  asked 
for  by  the  petitioner  was  comprised  in  her  concession,  as  appears  by  the  decree  (inserted  at  the  foot  of 
the  above-mentioned  petition)  of  the  commandant  of  New  Bourbon,  dated  May  29,  1798,  who  directs  the 
petitioner  to  make  a  now  search  and  petition  for  other  lands  belonging  to  tlie  King's  domain  ;  that,  in 
consequence,  having  visited  various  parts  of  the  country,  he  has  found  a  tract  of  land  suitable  and  con- 
venient to  his  views,  and  consisting  of  three  hundred  arpents  or  thereabout  in  superficie,  situated  at  the 

mouth  of  the  rivulet -,  distant  about  one  league  and  a  half  north  of  this  village  on  the  shore  of  the 

Mississippi,  whicli  tract  has  not  been  granted  to  any  person,  and  is  a  part  of  the  King's  domain.  The 
petitioner  hopes  to  obtain  the  concession  of  said  tract,  the  more  so,  being  a  married  man,  and  having 
witli  him  a  sister-in-law  and  an  orphan,  slaves,  hired  hands,  and  cattle,  and  besides  having,  in  all  the 
att'airs  wherein  his  Catholic  Majesty  and  the  public  have  been  interested,  employed  himself  with  zeal  and 
gratuitously  in  his  ijuality  of  p.ublic  scrivener;  therefore  the  petitioner  applies  to  you,  sir,  praying  you 
may  be  pleased  to  grant  to  him,  iiis  heirs  and  assignees,  in  full  property,  the  concession  of  the  tract  here 
above-mentioned,  consisting  of  about  three  hundred  arpents  in  superficie,  to  establish  a  plantation 
thereon,  to  cultivate  the  land  and  raise  a  great  quantity  of  cattle.  Li  so  doing,  the  petitioner  shall  never 
cease  to  pray  for  tlie  conservation  of  your  days. 

FREMON  DELAUFJERE. 
St.  Genevieve,  December  4,  1799. 

We,  commandant  of  the  said  post  of  St.  Genevieve,  do  certify  to  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Louisiana 
that  the  land  asked  for  by  the  petitioner  is  not  granted  to  any  person,  and  is  a  part  of  his  Catholic 
Majesty's  domain.  Moreover,  we  do  attest  that  the  said  petitioner  resides  in  this  post  since  seven  years, 
and  that  he  unites  the  necessary  qualities  and  circumstances,  prescribed  by  the  regulations,  to  obtain  the 
concession  he  solicits. 

FRANCISCO  VALLfi. 


Being  convinced,  by  the  information  of  the  commandant  of  St.  Genevieve,  Don  Francisco  Valid,  that 
the  land  solicited  is  vacant,  and  is  not  prejudicial  to  the  surrounding  neighbors,  and  considering  that  the 
petitioner  has  been  a  long  time  settled  in  this  country,  and  that  his  family  is  sufficiently  considerable  to 
obtain  the  quantity  of  land  which  he  solicits,  the  surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  interested  in 
possession  of  said  land,  and  sliall  make  a  proces  verbal  of  his  survey  in  continuation,  in  order  to  serve  in 
soliciting  the  concession  from  the  intendant  general,  to  whom  alone,  by  order  of  his  Majesty,  correspojjjds 
the  distributing  and  granting  all  classes  of  tlie  royal  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 

St.  Louis,  December  10,  1799. 

Retroceded  the  above  concession,  such  as  it  is,  to  Madame  Widow  Leclerc,  her  heirs  or  assigns, 
forever  and  witliout  any  reserve. 

FREMON  DELAURIERE. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  December  G,  1832. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 


32 


Name  of  original  claimant. 


Charles  Fremon  Delauriere,  by  his 
legal  representatives. 


Quantity,  in 
arpents. 


300 


Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 


Concession,  Dec. 
10,  1799. 


By  whom  granted. 


Carlos  Dehault 
Delassus. 


By  whom  surveyed, 
date,  and  situation. 


Evidence  with  reference  to  minides  and  records. 

November  25,  1811. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates,  commissioners. 

Widow  Leclerc,  assignee  of  Charles  Fremon  Delauriere,  claiming  240  arpents  of  land,  situate  in  Mis- 
sissippi, district  of  St.  Genevieve,  produces  record  by  concession  from  C.  D.  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor, 
dated  December  10,  1799,  record  of  plat  of  survey,  dated  21st,  and  certified  February  26,  1806.  It  is  the 
opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (Sec  book  No.  5,  page  447.) 

A^ovember  26,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  Lewis  F.  Linn,  F.  R.  Con- 
way, commissioners. 

Cliarles  Fr(5mon  Delauriere,  by  his  legal  representatives,  claiming  300  arpents  of  land,  (see  book  No. 
5;  page,  447;  record  book  C,  pages  401  and  402,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  conces- 
sion from  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  December  10,  1799.  The  following  additional  testimony  was 
taken  in  the  foregoing  case,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  this  board  of  the  10th  of  October  last. 
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State  of  Missorui,  counli/  of  St.  Genevieve: 

The    heirs    and    leg-al    i-ciircseiitatives    of   Marie    Louise    Lcelnr,    iinih-r    Aug-iistin    Charles    Vvn i 

Delauriere,  chiiming;  three  liiiiidred  arpents  of  land,  situate  in  the  late  districl:^:!!'  St.  (ienevieve,  nnw 
county  of  St.  CJcnevicve,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  produce  the  orig-inal  concession,  dated  the  10th  day  nf 
December,  1799,  made  to  the  said  Aupustin  Charles  Freinon  Delaurirre,  in  his  petitinti,  hy  (,'harles  Dehault 
Delassus,  the  late  lieutenant  governor  oi'  Louisiana,  together  with  the  driginal  assignmeid  of  tin:  said 
Angustia  Charles  F.  Pelauriere  to  the  said  Marie  Louise  Leclerc,  when  Ileiuy  Morris,  aged  seventy- 
three,  being  produced  and  sworn  as  the  law  directs,  deposeth  and  saith  that,  under  and  liy  tire  orders  aiid 
directions  of  the  said  Alarie  Louise  Leclerc,  now  deceased,  as  early  as  the  year  1*199  he  actually  wciked 
on  the  said  land  claimed  in  the  concession;  that  he  cut  logs  and  built  a  house  on  said  land,  and  made  a 
garden  on  the  land;  that  the  negroes  of  the  said  ^[adaine  Leclerc  were,  by  her  orders  and  directions,  with 
him,  and  worked  with  him;  and  that  in  the  year  ISOO  a  field  was  made,  and  corn  planted;  and  that  frcim 
the  year  1799  up  to  the  present  time,  the  said  tract  of  land  has  been  continually  inhabited  and  cultivated, 
and  that  stock  were  left  thereon;  that  when  ho  worked  there  in  1799,  he  understood  that  the  said  Madame 
Leclerc  had  purchased  the  said  land  of  the  said  Delauriere.  And  further  thi.s  deponent  saith  that,  at  the 
date  of  the  grant  aforesaid,  the  said  Augustin  Charles  FrenKin  Delauriere  and  the  said  ^[adame  Leclerc 
were  both  residenters  of  the  country;  that  he  was  well  ac(iuainted  with  them  both,  and  that  they  con- 
tinued residenters. 

HENRY  MUlUnS,  his  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  Lewis  F.  Linn,  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  tn  linally 
settle  and  adjust  the  titles  and  claims  to  lands  in  Missouri,  this  oOtli  day  of  October,  1832. 

LEWIS  F.  LINN. 

And  also  came  F.  Valle,  aged  fifty-two  years,  who,  being  duly  sworn  as  the  law  directs,  deposeth  and 
saith  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  Charles  Dehault  Delassus;  that  he  was,  in  the  year  1799,  the  lieu- 
tenant governor  of  ITpper  Louisiana;  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  writing  of  said  Dehault 
Delassus,  having  seen  him  write,  and  that  the  name  and  signature  to  the  said  concession,  dated  the  10th 
day  of  December,  1799,  given  by  said  Charles  Dehault  Delassus  to  said  Augustin  Charles  Fremon  Delau- 
riere, for  300  arpents  of  land,  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of  the  said  Charles  Dehault  Delassus. 

FRANCOIS  VALLE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  Lewis  F.  Linn,  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  linally 
settle  and  adjust  the  titles  and  claims  to  lands  in  Missouri,  this  30th  daj'  of  October,  1S32. 

LEWIS  F.  LINN. 
(See  book  No.  C,  page  50.) 

Nbvembei'  5,  1853. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Charles  Fremon  Delauriere,  claiming  300  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  50  of  this  book.)  The  board 
are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Charles  Fremon  Delauriere, 
or  Ins  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  extent  of  the  survey  of  402  arpents,  unless  it  conflicts  with 
claims  previously  granted,  and  then  to  the  extent  that  it  does  not  conflict,  and  in  no  event  under  300 
arpents. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  297.) 

Coiif-ietinij  elaims. 

L.  F.  Linn  states  that  the  said  land  is  covered  by  an  entry  made  under  the  United  States  by  Joseph 
Diel,  in  consequence  of  claimant  not  furnishing  a  survcj'  of  his  claim  to  the  United  States. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 


No.  33. — Manuel  pe  Lisa,  claiming  6,000  arpents. 

To  the  Lieutenant  Govei-nor  : 

Don  Manuel  de  Lisa,  merchant  of  New  Orleans,  for  the  present  in  this  town  of  St.  Louis,  with  due 
respect  represents  to  you  that  it  l.icing  his  intention  to  establish  himself  in  this  country  with  his  family, 
which  is  now  ascend'ing  this  river  in  a  boat  of  his  own,  therefore  the  petitioner  wishes  to  obtain  a  con- 
cession for  six  thousand  arpents  of  land  in  superficie  upon  one  of  the  banks  of  the  river  Jlissouri,  in  a 
place  where  may  be  found  some  small  creek  emptying  into  the  said  river,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  raising 
of  cattle,  and,  with  time,  to  be  able  to  make  shipments  of  salted  as  well  as  dried  meat  to  the  capital;  in 
consequence,  the  petitioner  humbly  supplicates  you  to  condescend  to  admit  his  petition  for  the  reasons 
already  mentioned,  and  order  to  be  given  to  the  petitioner  the  title  of  property  which  he  solicits,  favor 
which'he  hopes  to  receive  of  your  known  justice.     May  God  preserve  your  life  many  years. 

^  ■^  MANUEL  DE  LISA. 

St.  Lous,  Joly  16,  1799. 


St.  Louls,  Jubj  17,  1799. 

In  a  vacant  place  along  the  river  Missouri,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  interested,  the  surveyor, 
Don  Antonio  Soulnrd,  shall  put  liim  in  possession  of  the  six  thousand  ariic!its  of  land  in  superficie  which 
he  solicibs,  in  order  that,  according  to  the  proces  verbal  of  survey,  the  corresponding  title  of  concession 
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may  be  expedited  to  him;  meanwhile,  from  this  moment,  the  said  interested  party  is  authorized  to  make 
use  of  the  tract  of  land  which  he  has  chosen,  as  being  his  own  property. 

ZENON  TRDDEAU. 

Registered  at  the  demand  of  the  interested,  book  No.  2,  pages  32  and  83  of  said  book. 
^  SOULARD. 


Truly  trnnslated.     St.  Louis,  December  25,  1832. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 


33 


Name  of  original  claimant. 


Manuel  de  Lisa,  by  his 
legal  representatives. 


Quantity  in 
arpents. 


C,  000 


Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 


Concession,  July 
n,  1799. 


By  whom  granted. 


Zenon  Trudeau . 


By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 


Evidence  with  reference  to  viinutcs  and  records. 

August  22,  1806. — (Omitted  in  tiioir  proper  place.)  Manuel  dc  Lisa,  assignee  of  Joachin  Lisa,  (in  his 
own  name,  and  not  as  assignee,)  claiming  (5,000  arpents  of  land,  by  virtue  of  a  concession  from  Zenon 
Trudeau,  duly  registered,  dated  July  17,  1799,  and  a  deed  of  transfer  of  the  same,  dated  July  8,  1804. 
(This  is  an  error,  the  grant  being  made  to  Manuel  de  Lisa  himself) 

Jacques  Glamorgan,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  was  present  at  the  lieutenant  governor's  house 
when  the  aforesaid  concession  was  giveu  to  claimant;  that  the  same  was  granted  at  the  time  it  bears 
date.— (See  book  No.  2,  page  33.) 

November  23,  1808. — Board  met.  Present:  The  lion.  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and 
Frederick  Bates,  commissioners. 

Manuel  de  Lisa,  claiming  C,000  arpents  of  land,  unlocated,  produces  to  the  board  a  concession  from 
Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor,  for  the  same,  dated  July  17,  1799.  Eugenio  Alvarez,  sworn,  says 
that  the  father  of  claimant  came  to  this  country  with  him,  the  witness,  at  the  time  the  Spaniards  took 
possession  here;  that  claimant's  father  w&s  then  in  the  service  of  Spain,  and  died  in  the  service;  that 
claimant  was  born  a  subject  of  Spain,  in  Spanish  America,  and  has  resided  since  his  birth,  or  shortly 
after,  in  Louisiana.  (Here  follows  the  testimony  of  Jacques  Clamorgaii,  taken  August  22,  1800.)  Gla- 
morgan declares  that  he  has  no  other  claim  to  land  in  Louisiana  in  his  own  name.  Laid  over  for  decision. — 
(See  book  No.  3,  page  365.) 

July  9,  1810. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Manuel  de  Lisa,  claiming  6,000  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  365.)  It  is  the  opinion  of 
the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  421.) 

November  27,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  Lewis  F.  Linn,  F.  R.  Con- 
way, commissioners. 

Manuel  de  Lisa,  by  his  legal  representatives,  claiming  6,000  arpents  of  land,  (see  book  B,  page  91; 
book  No.  2,  page  33;  No.  3,  page  365;  and  No.  4,  page  421,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  bo  an  original 
concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  dated  July  17,  1799.  Charles  Fremon  Delauriere,  being  duly  sworn, 
saith  that  the  signatures  to  said  concession,  and  to  the  registering,  are  in  the  proper  hadwriting  of  the 
said  Zenon  Trudeau  and  of  Antoinc  Soulard.  M.  P.  Le  Due,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature 
to  the  petition  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of  said  Manuel  de  Lisa — (See  book  No.  6,  page  52.) 

November  5,  1835. — The  board  met  jmrsuant  to  adjournment.  Present  :  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Manuel  de  Lisa,  claiming  6,000  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  52  of  this  book.)  The  board  are  unani- 
mously of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Manuel  de  Lisa,  or  his  legal  repre- 
sentatives, according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  298.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 

A.  G.  UARRISON. 


No.  34. — Francis  L,\combe,  claiming  four  hundred  arpents. 

To  Mr.  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Louisiana: 

Sir:  Francis  Lacombe,  residing  on  the  Maramec,  has  the  honor  to  supplicate  you  to  grant  to  him  a 
tract  of  land  situated  on  the  hills  of  the  Maramec,  containing  in  all  four  hundred  arpents,  to  wit:  ten 
arpents  in  front,  cast  and  west,  by  forty  in  depth,  north  and  south.  The  said  land  (adjoining  the  bottom 
land  of  Ncly  Gormenic)  has  been  cultivated  in  1789  by  one  Joseph  Philippes,  who  was  the  last  to  abandon 
it;  and,  inasmuch  as  no  one  is  in  possession  of  the  said  land  but  j'our  petitioner,  who  has  already  caused 
a  house  to  be  built  thereon,  where  his  family  is  already  settled,  the  petitioner  presumes  to  hope  that  his 
excellency  the  governor  will  be  pleased  to  grant  to  him  the  said  land. 

He  has  the  honor  to  be,  with  profound  respect,  sir,  your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  LACOMBE. 


Considering  that  the  petitioner  has  been  a  I    ^  ^   ___   _, , 

considerable  enough  to  obtain  the  quantity  of  land°which  he  solicits,  the  surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard, 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  August  1,  1799. 
time  residing-  in  this  country,  and  that  his  family  is 
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shall  pnt  the  iiiterostod  in  possession  of  it.  anil  sliall  make  a  procrs  verlial  of  his  survey  in  eontiniiatiim, 
in  order  to  serve  to  solieit  the  eoneessiim  from  tlie  intemlant,  to  \vhoM\  aloni^  corresponds,  by  order  of  his 
Majesty,  the  distributing-  and  granting-  of  all  cla.s.ses  of  lands  of  the  roval  domain. 

('.\i;iA)S  DKII.M'LT  DKLASSUS. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  December  25,  1832. 


.TrLIUS  DE  MUN. 


Ko.  '  Name  of  original  claimant. 


34 


Francois  Lacombe,  by 
Manuel  Lisa's  leg-al 
representatives. 


Quantity, 
arponts. 


400 


Nature  and  date  of  claim. 


By  whom  granted. 


Concession,  xVug.  1, 1799. 


Carlos  DehaultDc 

lassus. 


By  whom  survcyeil,  date, 
and  bituatiou. 


Clement  I?.  I'em'ose,  and 


Ecidence  trilli  r'fcrenre  lo  minutcg  and  irconlf:. 

November  23,  1808.— Board  met.     Present:  the  honorable  John  I?.  C.  Lut 
Frederick  Bates. 

Manuel  Lisa,  assignee  of  Francois  Lacombe,  claiming  four  humlred  arpents  of  land  on  the  JIaramec, 
district  of  St.  Louis,  produces  to  the  board  a  concossiou  from  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  gov- 
ernor, to  Francois  Lacombe,  for  the  same,  dated  February  2t>,  ISOO,  (August  1,  1799;)  a  deed  of  conveyance 
from  said  Lacombe  to  claimant,  dated  May  14,  1804. 

Louis  Menard,  sworn,  says  that  in  the  fall  of  the  year  before  Adam  House  was  killed  on  the  Maramcc 
that  Francois  Lacombe  and  his  wife  were  residing  on  the  tract  claimed;  that  the  whole  neighborhood 
abandoned  their  land  immediately  after  said  House  was  killed.  Laid  over  for  decision. — (No.  3,  page  304.) 

Jubj  9,  1810. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Manuel  Lisa,  assignee  of  Francois  Lacombe,  claiming  400  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  3,  page 
3G4;  see  also  Adam  House's  claim,  book  No.  3,  page  330.)  The  concession  in  this  claim  is  dated  August 
1,  1799.     It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (Sec  book  No.  4,  p.  421.) 

November  28,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  Lewis  F.  Linn,  F.E.Conway, 
commissioners. 

Frangois  Lacombe,  by  Manuel  Lisa's  legal  representatives,  claiming  400  arpents  of  land. — (See  book 
C,  ])agcs  442  and  443;  No.  3,  pages  330  and  364;  No.  4,  page  421.)  Produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be 
an  original  concession  from  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  August  1,  1799. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  on\j  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  the  said  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwriting 
of  the  said  Charles  Dehault  Delassus. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  61.) 

October  27,  1808. — Board  met.  Present:  the  honorable  Clement  B.  Penrose  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

The  heirs  of  Adam  House,  claiming-  400  arpents  of  land,  situate  on  the  Fourche  a  Renault,  district 
of  St.  Louis,  produces  to  the  board  a  notice  of  claim  dated  June  27,  1808;  a  certificate  from  Don  Zenon 
Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor,  of  having  given  to  Adam  House  permission  to  settle,  and  also  that  said 
House  had  been  settled  for  two  years  before,  dated  June  10,  1799;  a  concession  from  Don  Carlos  Dehault 
Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  for  the  same,  dated  September  30,  1799. 

John  Cummins,  sworn,  says  that  about  eleven  years  ago  Adam  House  settled  on  said  tract,  and  inhab- 
ited and  cultivated  the  same  three  years,  and  was  preparing  for  a  fourth  crop  when  himself  and  son  were 
both  killed  by  the  Indians  on  the  tract  claimed.     Laid  over  for  decision. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  330.) 

November  5,  1853. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Francois  Lacombe  claiming  400  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  364,  and  No.  4,_page  421.) 
The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Francois  Lacombe, 
or  his  legal  representative's,  according  to  the  concession. — (Sec  book  No.  6,  page  298.) 

'  L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 
A.  G.  HARRISON. 


No.  35. — Pniur  Bac.^xnk,  ehiming  480  arpents. 

To  Don  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor  of  all  the  viestern  part  of  Illinois: 

Sir:  Philip  Bacanne,  citizen  of  this  town  of  St.  Louis,  has  the  honor  to  represent,  that  wishing  to 
form  an  estal)lishment  in  order  to  cultivate  the  land  and  raise  cattle  thereon,  in  a  place  situate  to  his 
views,  therefore  he  supplicates  you  to  be  pleased  to  grant  to  him  12  arpents  of  land  m  tront  by  40  arpents 
in  depth,  at  the  place  commonly  called  Portage  des  Sioux,  to  be  taken  on  the  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  by 
lines  which  shall  be  perpendicular  to  it. 


bis 

PHILIPPE  X  BACANNE. 
mark. 


St.  Louis,  December  15,  1796. 
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The  surveyor  shall  place  the  petitioner  upon  the  quantity  of  land  which  he  petitions  for,  at  Portage 
dcs  Sioux,  in  giving  the  preference  to  those  who  should  have  solicited  any  before  him;  and  this  he  will 
know  1)V  the  date  and  number  of  the  decrees  of  those  to  whom  lands  have  been  granted. 

■^  ZENON  TRUDEAU. 


St.  Louis,  December  15,  1196. 

Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  December  24,  1832. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 


35 


Name  of  original  claimant. 


Philippe  Bacaune. 


Quantity,     Nature  and  date  of  claim, 
arpents. 


480 


Concession,  Dec.  15, 
1T96,  and  a  subse- 
quent order  of  sur- 
vey, Nov.  18, 1803. 


By  whom  granted. 


Zenon  Trudeau. 


By  whom    surveyed,   date,  and 
situation. 


Evidence  ivith  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

May  8,  1806. — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  The  Hon.  Clement  B.  Penrose 
and  James  L.  Donaldson,  esq. 

The  same,  ^[anuel  Lisa,  assignee  of  Philippe  Bacanne,  claiming  4,800  (480)  arpents  of  land,  situated 
in  the  district  of  St.  Louis,  produces  a  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  dated  December  14,  (15,)  1196, 
and  a  certificate  and  plat  of  survey,  dated  February  25,  1806;  a  deed  of  transfer  of  the  same,  dated 
August  3,  1804.  The  above  remarks  apply  to  this  case.  (From  the  antiquity  of  the  instrument,  from 
its  appearance,  and  from  the  signature  of  Zenon  Trudeau,  the  board  are  satisfied  that  this  is  a  bona  fide 
claim,  and  that  the  said  concession  is  neither  fraudulent  nor  antedated.)  The  board  reject  this  claim, 
the  same  being  unsupported  by  actual  inhabitation  and  ctdtivation  on  the  1st  of  October,  1800,  and  the 
above  concession  not  being  duly  registered. —  (See  book  1,  page  285.) 

November  24,  1808. — Board  met.  Present:  Hon.  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates. 

Manuel  Lisa,  assignee  of  Philippe  Bacannd,  claiming  480  arpents  of  land. 

Antoine  Soulard  sworn,  says  that  ho  had  the  concession  in  this  claim  in  his  possession,  to  make  a 
survey,  some  time  in  ITOI;  that  it  was  one  of  the  concessions  which  in],erfered  with  the  Portage  des 
Sioux;  in  consequence  of  which  information  the  lieutenant  governor,  Delassus,  ordered  them  to  be  sur- 
veyed on  the  vacant  domain.  Order  dated  November  18,  1803.  Laid  over  for  decision. — (See  book  No. 
3,  page  368.) 

July  10,  1810. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Manuel  Lisa,  assignee  of  Philippe  Bacanne,  claiming  480  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  1,  page 
285;  book  No.  3,  page  268.)  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — 
(See  book  No.  4,  page  423.) 

November  28, 1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  Lewis  F.  Linn,  F.  R.  Conway, 
commissioners. 

Philippe  Bacanne,  by  Manuel  Lisa,  legal  representatives,  claiming  480  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  C, 
page  442;  No.  1,  page  285;  No.  3,  page  368.)  For  survey,  see  book  C,  page  443;  No.  4,  page  423.  Pro- 
duces a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  dated  September  15,  1196. 
M.  P.  Lc  Due,  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  the  said  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of 
Zenon  Trucdcau. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  61.) 

November  5,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Philippe  Bacanne,  claiming  480  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  61  of  this  book.)  It  appears  from  the 
testimony  that  the  land  at  the  spot  indicated  in  the  petition  was  already  occupied,  and  that  a  new  order 
of  survey,  dated  November  18,  1803,  was  issued  by  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  for  the  same  quantity  of 
land,  to  be  located  in  any  other  vacant  place.  The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim 
ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Philippe  Bacanne,  or  his  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  said 
order  of  survey,  dated  November  18,  1803. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  298.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 

P.  R.  CONWAY. 

A.  G.  HARRISON 


No.  36. — Baptiste  Riviere,  claiming  400  arpents. 


To  the  Ueulenant  governor  of  the  western  part  of  Illinois: 

Baptiste  Riviere,  inhabitant  of  the  village  of  Florissant,  (St.  Ferdinand,)  has  the  honor  to  represent 
that,  wishing  to  establish  a  tract  of  land  of  20  arpents  square,  situated  opposite  LTsle  aux  Bich^s,  (Elk 
island,)  at  about  10  arpents  from  the  river  Missouri,  to  be  taken  from  the  foot  of  the  hills,  in  order  to 
improve  it  in  the  time  prescribed  by  the  regulations,  therefore  he  supplicates  you  to  grant  to  him  the 
concession  of  said  tract,  favor  which  he  hopes  from  the  protection  you  have  always  given  to  the  ancient 
farmers  of  tliis  jurisdiction. 

bis 
BAPT.  +  RIVIERE, 
mark. 
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I'HIVATE    l.AXI)    CLAIMS    IN    MISSOURI. 


(  i!) 


The  surveyor  of  tiii.s  jurisdiction,  Don  Antonio  Soiilanl,  in  case  the  land  demanded  belonj^'s  to  (lie 
King's  domain,  and  is  not  prejudicial  to  any  one,  shall  pul  the  .said  Bapt.  Kivi.Tc  in  possession  ..t  jl,  in 
order  that,  in  continuationot' his  proces  verbal  of  survey,  we  mav  deliver  to  him  ihr  concession  in  hu-ni  ' 

^     ,  ,  '  /.KXON  TlMltKAl.' 

St.  Louls,  OcUihrr  1",  170(1. 

Z>oa  Anlonio  Suulard,  .<!urivt/ur  (ji-nrral  u/tliix  ujijirv  Ai^us/n/in  .• 

We  do   inform  the  interested  tliat  the  tract  of  land  mentioned   in  his    prtit  ion  has  hceu  survryi'd  in 
favor  of  Mr.  William   Griffin,  by  virtue  of  the  decree  of  the   liiMitenant  -•.jvernor,  Don   Zenon   Trndean 
bearing  date  Marcli  2,  171M1.     Therefore  it  is  necessary  that  he  should  .ibtain  an  order  from  tlu-  lieutenant' 
governor,  m  order   that  the  same  (juantity  of  laud  may  lie  surveyed  for  him   in  anv  otlu-r  vaeanl  plac('  nf 
the  domain. 


St.  Louis,  Januanj  3,  1803. 


■^OILAi;!). 


St.  Louis  of  Ii.i.in'ois,  January  8,  1803. 
Cognizance  being  taken  of  the  foregoing  documents,  and  of  the  legality  of  the  interesteil's  rights,  the 
proper  quantity  of  land  expressed  in  his  memorial  may  be  surveyed  for  him  in  any  other  part  of  The  royal 
domain,  at  his  choice. 

DELASSUS. 


Registered  at  the  desire  of  tlie  interested. — (Book  No.  2,  page  1. 


SOULARD. 


No. 

Name  of  original 
claimant. 

Quantity  in 
arptints. 

Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 

By  wliom  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 

36 

Baptiste  Riviere. 

• 

400 

Concession,  Oct. 

17,  1790. 
Concession,  Jan. 

8,  1803 

Zenon  Trudeau  

Carlos  Dehault  Delassus. 

James  Rankin,  deputy  sur- 
veyor, Feb.  25,  1806. 

Evidence  irith  reference  to  minulc^  and  records. 

May  8,  1806. — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  Clement  B.  Penrose  and  James 
L.  Donaldson,  esqrs. 

Manuel  Lisa,  assignee  of  Bte.  Riviere,  chiiming  400  arpents  of  land  situate  in  the  district  of  St.  Louis, 
produces  a  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  duly  registered,  dated  October  17,  1706,  and  a  survey  and 
plat  of  the  same,  dated  February  25,  1806;  a  deed  of  transfer  of  the  same,  dated  August  3,  1804.  From 
the  antiquity  of  the  instrument,  from  its  appearance,  and  from  the  signature  of  Zenon  Trudeau,  the  board 
are  satistied  tliatthis  is  a  honafide  claim,  and  that  the  said  concession  is  neither  fraudulent  nor  antedated. 

They  reject  this  claim,  the  same  being  unsupported  by  actual  inhabitation  and  cultivation. — (See 
book  No.  1,  page  285.) 

November  24.  1808. — Board  met.  Present:  lion.  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates. 

Manuel  Lisa,  assignee  of  Baptiste  Riviere,  claiming  400  arpents  of  hxnd  situate  in  the  district  of  St. 
Louis,  produces  to  the  board  a  certificate  from  Antoine  Soulard,  stating  that  the  land  claimed  is  not 
vacant,  and  that  Baptiste  Riviere  must  obtain  a  new  order  of  survey  from  the  lieutenant  governor  before 
it  can  be  surveyed,  dated  January  3,  1803;  produces  also  an  order  of  survey  from  Cliarles  Dehault  Delassus, 
lieutenant  governor,  dated  Januaiy  8,  1803. 

Antoine  Soulard,  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  the  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor, 
was  given  al.iout  the  time  it  bears  date,  and  that  he  had  said  concession  in  his  hands  to  survey  some  time 
before  his  certiticate  was  given,  and  that  said  certificate  was  given  at  the  time  it  bears  date. 

Laid  over  fVu-  decision. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  368.) 

July  10,  1810.— Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Manuel  Lisa,  assignee  of  Baptiste  Riviere,  cLaiming  400  arpentsof  land — (See  book  No.  1,  page  285; 
book  No.  3,  page  368.) 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed.  The  board  refer,  as  it  respects 
the  registry,  to  the  remark  in  the  claim  of  Jean" P.  Cabanne.— (Book  No.  4,  page  386;  see  book  No.  4, 
page  423.) 

November  28,  1832.— Tiie  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  Lewis  F.  Linn  and  F.  R. 
Conwaj',  commissioners. 

Baptiste  Riviere,  by  Manuel  Lisa,  legal  representatives,  claiming  400  arpents  of  land.— (See  book  C, 
pages  442  and  443;  No.  1,  page  285;  No.  3,  page  368;  and  No.  4,  page  423.)  Produces  a  paper  purporting 
to  be  an  original  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  dated  October  17,  1796;  also  a  concession  from  Charles 
Dehault  Delassus,  dated  January  8,  1803. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  being  duly  sworn,  saith,  that  the  signatures  to  the  above  concession  are  in  the  proper 
and  respective  handwriting  of  said  Zenon  Trudeau  and  said  Cliarles  D.  Delassus;  and  that  the  signature 
to  the  report  of  Soulard,  on  the  first  concession,  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of  said  Soulard. 

Claimant  also  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  plat  of  survey  executed  by  James  Rankin,  deputy 
surveyor,  February  25,  1806. 

M,  P.  Le  Due  saith,  that  the  signature  to  said  plat  of  survey  for  the  above  concessions  is  in  the  proper 
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handwriting  of  said  Eankin;  and  that  said  Rankin  was  acting  as  deputy  surveyor  under  Soulard  before 
and  after  the  change  of  government. — (See  book  No.  6,  pages  Gl  and  62.) 

November  &,  1833. — Tlie  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Baptiste  Riviere,  claiming  400  arpents  of  land. — (See  pages  01  and  62  of  this  book.) 
Tlie  board  remark  tliat  the  survey  produced  in  this  case  is  probably  the  survey  of  the  tract  claimed, 
but  it  is  not  so  stated  in  the  said  plat. 

The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Baptiste 
Riviere,  or  his  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  299.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 
F.  R.  CONWAY. 
A.  G.  HARRISON. 


No.  37. — Francis  Coleman,  claiming  2,500  arpents. 

To  Don  Henrij  Peyroux  de  la  Coudreniere,  captain  in  the  army,  civil  and  military  commandant  of  the  p)ost  of 

St.  Genevieve  of  Illinois  : 

Sir:  Francis  Coleman,  inhabitant  of  the  Petites  Cotes,  (New  Bourbon,)  in  the  district  of  this  post, 
has  the  honor  to  represent  to  you  that,  being  always  infirm,  and  having  a  numerous  family  to  maintain, 
lie  would  wish  to  form  his  children  a  permanent  establishment  where  he  might  provide  to  their  wants; 
in  consequence,  he  supplicates  you,  sir,  to  be  pleased  to  g'rant  to  him  the  concession,  in  lull  property,  for 
him,  his  heirs,  and  assigns,  of  a  tract  of  land  situated  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  establishment,  taking 
in  its  width,  of  about  50  arpents,  from  the  edge  of  the  said  river  to  the  foot  of  the  hills,  and  taking  its 
depth  from  the  plantation  of  one  Thomas  Clem,  to  which  it  joins,  and  running  50  arpents  in  descending 
along  the  edge  of  the  said  river  and  following  its  direction  towards  the  Mississippi.  The  said  tract  of 
land  belonging  to  the  King's  domain,  and  upon  which  the  petitioner  has  begun  to  work  some  time  since. 

The  petitioner  shall  never  cease  to  pray  for  your  conservation. 

FRANCOIS  COLEMAN,  his  ><  mark. 

St.  Genevieve,  February  4,  1788. 

Be  the  present  petition  forwarded  to  Don  Manuel  Perez,  captain  of  the  first  stationary  battaiion  of 
Louisiana,  and  lieutenant  governor  of  the  western  part  of  Illinois,  in  order  that  he  may  be  pleased  to 
determine  on  the  subject. 

PEYROUX  DE  LA  COUDRENIERE. 

St.  Genevieve,  February  20,  1788. 

The  captain  of  infantry,  Don  Henry  Peyroux,  commandant  of  the  post  of  St.  Genevieve,  may  grant 
to  Francis  Coleman,  as  being  in  possession,  the  arpents  of  land  he  solicits  for  in  the  foregoing  memorial, 
provided  they  have  not  been  already  granted  to  another  person. 

MANUEL  PEREZ. 

St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  March  12,  1788. 

We,  Don  Henry  Peyroux  de  la  Coudreniere,  captain  of  infantry,  civil  and  military  commandant  of  the 
post  of  St.  Genevieve  of  Illinois,  having  verified  that  the  tract  of  land  asked  for  by  Mr.  Francis  Coleman, 
inhabitant  of  the  village  Des  Petites  Cutes,  (New  Bourbon,)  belongs  to  his  Majesty's  domain,  we  do  grant 
to  the  said  petitioner,  in  full  property,  for  him  and  his  heirs,  to  enjoy  forever,  a  tract  of  land  of  fifty 
arpents  in  length  by  fifty  arpents  in  width,  situated  on  the  north  shore  of  the  river  establishment,  adjoin- 
ing to  Mr.  Thomas  Clem's  jjlantation  on  one  side,  conformably,  in  all,  to  the  demand  specified  in  the  peti- 
tion on  the  other  side. 

PEYROUX  DE  LA  COUDRENIERE. 

St.  Genevieve,  3[arch  15,  1788. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  December  22,  1832. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 

Name  of  original 
claimant. 

Quantity 
in  arpents. 

Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and  situ- 
ation. 

37 

Francois  Coleman, 
by  his  legal  rep- 
resentatives. 

2,500 

Decree  of  Manuel 
Perez,  March  12, 
15,    1788.     Con- 
cession,    March 
15,  1788. 

Manuel  Perez. 
Henry  Peyroux. 

Thomas  Maddin,  D.  S.,  Febru- 
ary 21,  1806.     Certified  by 
Soulard,  February  28, 1806. 

Evidence  ivilh  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

April  11,  1810. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Amable  Partinay,  assignee  of  Theresa  Colnian,  claiming  2,500  arpents  of  land,  situate  on  the  river 
establishment,  district  of  St.  Genevieve,  produces  to  the  board  an  order  from  Manuel  Perez,  lieutenant 
governor,  to  Henry  Peyroux,  commandant  of  St.  Genevieve,  to  concede,  provided  it  is  vacant,  a  tract  of 
land  50  arpents  square,  situated  on  the  river  establishment  at  the  side  towards  the  Mississippi,  adjoining 
land  of  Thomas  Clem,  to  Francis  Coleman,  dated  May  12,  1788;  a  concession  from  said  Henry  Peyroux, 
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for  the  same,  to  F.  Coluian,  dated  May  lo,  1788;  ,i  pLat  of  survey,  dated  February  21,  1800,  certified  lo 
be  received  tor  record  l-'ebruary  28,  180(5;  transfer  from  Theresa  Cohiiaii  to  ciaiiiKint,  dated  January  2li, 
1806.  Tiic  following-  testimonj-  in  the  foreg^oing  claim  transcribed  front  the  rough  minutes,  as  perpetuated 
by  the  board  on  the  14th  November,  1808:" 

Baptiste  Becjuet,  sworn,  .says  that  twent_y  years  ag'o  Francis  (.'ohnan  had  a  iiouse  built  on  the  lr.u;t 
claimed,  and  enclosed  a  field.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  tliis  claim  iMiglit  not  to  l)e  conlirnii'd. — 
(See  book  No.  4,  page  31i'>.) 

A^ovemher '29,  lS'i2. — The  Ijoard  met  puisuant  to  adj(jurnment.  Present:  Lewis  F.  Ijinn  and  F.  1!. 
Conway,  commissioners. 

Francois  Coleman,  by  his  legal  representatives,  J.  P.  Cabanne  and  J.  N.  Macklet,  claiming  2,500 
arpents  of  land,  (see  book  C,  pages  121  and  143;  No.  4,  page  311!,)  ])roduees  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a 
decree  from  Manuel  Perez,  lieutenant  governor,  dated  March  12,  1788,  and  also  a  concession  from  II. 
Peyroux,  late  commandant  of  St.  Genevieve,  dated  March  15,  1788;  also  a  paper  purporting-  to  be  a  plat 
of  survey  executed  by  Thomas  Maddin,  deputy  survej'or,  on  the  21st  February,  1806;  received  for  record 
by  Antoine  Soulard,  surveyor  general,  February  28,  1806. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signatures  to  the  foregoing  papers  are  in  the  proper  hand- 
writing of  the  above-named  persons  who  signed  them. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  64.) 

November  5,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 


re 


Francis  Coleman,  claiming  2,500  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  64  of  this  book.)  The  board  aiv, 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Francis  Coleman,  or  his  legal 
representatives,  according  to  the  conces.sion. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  299.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  K.  CONWAY. 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 


No.  38. — Jex's  Rexe  Guiho  de  Ki.EG.ixn,  eloimimj  500  arpeal.<. 

To  the  Chevalier  CharJe.-;  Dehaidl  Delanfius,  lieutenant  colonel  in  tlie  armies  of  his  Catholic  3Iajestij,  lieutenant 
governor  and  commander-in-chief  of  Uppo'  Louisiana,  d-c: 

Jean  Rene  Gniho,  Lord  of  Klegand,  native  of  Nantes,  in  Brittany,  formerly  an  officer  in  the  navy' 
supplicates  very  liumblj',  and  has  the  honor  to  represent,  that  having  lost  the  greatest  part  of  his  fortune 
in  consequence  of  the  French  revolution  and  compelled  to  emigrate  with  his  family,  he  landed  in  the 
United  States  of  America,  where  he  resided  during  several  years;  that  having  been  strongly  invited  by 
the  Chevalier  Deluziere,  commandant  of  New  Bourbon,  to  come  and  definitively  settle  himself  near  him  iu 
the  vicinity  of  said  New  Bourbon,  besides  being  animated  by  the  desire  to  live  and  die  under  the  benevo- 
lent government  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  he  had  no  difficulty  to  yield  to  an  invitation  so  congenial  to  his 
views;  that,  in  consequence,  he  sent,  since  last  year,  one  of  his  sons  to  the  said  New  Bourbon  to  secure  a 
house,  which  was  done  by  buying  that  of  Mr.  P'enwick,  situated  in  the  said  village,  where  he  has  lately 
arrived  with  his  familj',  composed  of  eight  persons,  his  slaves,  and  cattle  of  every  description;  that  the 
lands  which  he  has  acquired  with  said  house  ]>eu\g  little  adapted  and  iKjt  near  sufficient  to  provide 
particularly  to  the  maintenance  and  feeding  of  his  cattle,  he  occupied  himself,  without  delay,  to  the 
indispensalile  research  of  a  tract  of  land  convenient  to  place  and  raise  his  cattle  thereon,  and  to  make 
some  improvements;  that  he  has  found  one  suitable  to  his  views,  situated  on  the  south  f(.)rk  of  the  river 
Saline,  to  the  west  of  the  said  river,  and  bounded  by  the  said  river,  one  arpont  to  the  north  of  a  small 
branch  nearly  opposite  a  tract  of  land  belonging  to  tlie  Chevalier  Deluziere,  which  is  on  the  eastward  of 
the  said  river,  starting  from  the  first  boundary  and  running  to  the  south  along  the  said  river,  and  to  the 
west  along  the  said  branch  the  distance  of  about  one  arpent  to  the  hills,  and  along  said  hills  running  in 
a  southerly  direction,  so  as  to  contain  from  four  to  five  hundered  arpents  of  land  in  superficie;  that  this 
same  tract  of  land,  he  has  been  assured,  has  not  been  granted  to  anybody  and  is  a  part  of  his  Catholic 
Majesty's  domain.  For  these  motives  the  petitioner  has  recourse  to  you,  sir,  hoping  that  you  may  be 
pleased,  provisionally  and  without  delay,  to  grant  to  him,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  in  full  property,  the 
concession  here  above  mentioned,  situated  on  the  said  south  fork  of  the  river  Saline,  in  order  to  cultivate 
and  raise  and  maintain  a  great  number  of  cattle  thereon.  In  so  doing  he  shall  never  cease  to  pray  for 
the  preservation  of  j'our  da^^s. 

Done  at  New  Bourbon,  December  24,  1799. 

J.  GUIHO  DE  KLEGAND. 


New  Bourbox,  January  9,  1800. 
We,  commandant  of  the  said  post  of  New  Bourbon,  do  certify  to  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper 
Louisiana  that  the  statement  of  the  petitioner  is  very  exact  and  true;  that  the  land  for  which  he  asks  a 
concession  is  a  part  of  the  King's  domain;  and  that  he   unites   the  qualifications  and  circumstances 
prescribed  by  the  regulations  to  obtain  this  favor  from  your  justice  and  goodness. 

PIERRE  DELASSUS  DELUZIERE. 


St.  Louis  of  Iluxois,  Jonuar]/  15,  1800. 

It  being  obvious  that  the  petitioner  has  more  than  the  means  and  number  of  hands  (populacion) 
necessary  to  obtain  the  concession  solicited  for,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  regulation  of  the  governor 
general  of  this  province,  the  survej'or,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  interested  in  possession  of  it, 
(said  land,)  and  shall  make  a  proces  verbal  of  his  survey  in  continuation,  in  order  to  serve  iu  soliciting 
the  concession  from  the  intendant  general  of  these  provinces,  to  whom  alone  corresponds,  by  order  of  his 
Majesty,  the  distributing  and  granting  all  classes  of  lands  of  the  royal  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 
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In  consequpnco  of  the  verbal  demand  made  by  the  daughter  of  the  petitioner  in  this  memorial,  it  was 
searched  for  and  found  amongst  various  otliers,  and  Don  Ramon  de  Lopez  y  Angulo  said:  Be  it  presented 


to  the  fiscal. 


[On  each  side  there  is  a  llourish.] 


It  has  been  presented  to  Sovior  Don  Juan  Ventura  Morales,  principal  accomptant  of  the  army  and 
intendant  pro  tempore  of  the  royal  fisc  of  these  provinces  of  Louisiana  and  Western  Florida,  who  has  set 
liis  paraph  to  it  (que  lo  rubrico)  in  accordance  with  the  counsellor  general  of  the  intendancy. 

In  New  Orleans,  October  22,  1802. 

PEDRO  PEDESCLAUX,  FuhUo  Scrivener.  ■ 

On  saitl  dav  1  iircsented  it  to  the  intendant  of  the  royal  fisc,  which  I  do  certify. 

PEDESCLAUX,  Scrivener. 

The  fiscal  Iiaving  seen  the  petition  presented  by  Mr.  Jean  Ren^  Guiho  de  Klegand,  soliciting  the  grant 
of  five  hundred  arpents  of  land  in  the  place  which  lie  indicates  in  the  district  of  Illinois,  (in  order  to 
establisli  liis  family,  composed  of  eight  persons,  and  stating  that  since  the  year  1799  he  went  from  France 
to  the  said  post,)  says  that  the  said  tract  of  land  being  vacant  and  belonging  to  the  royal  domain,  as  by 
information  of  the  commandant  of  New  Bourbon  it  appears  to  be,  the  fiscal  is  of  opinion  that  it  be 
granted  to  him,  the  plat  and  certificate  of  survey,  which  is  to  be  executed  by  the  surveyor  of  those  settle- 
ments, being  first  presented.  The  tribunal  will  determine  what  shall  be  judged  most  conformable  to 
justice,  wliich  is  asked  by  the  fiscal. 

GILBERTO  LEONARD. 

New  Orleans,  October  23,  1832. 

The  plat  of  survey  and  measurement  being  presented,  let  them  be  brought,  in  order  to  determine 
upon  the  title. 

[On  eacli  side  a  flourisli.] 

Seiior  Don  Juan  Ventura  Morales,  principal  accomptant  of  the  army,  intendant  ^ro  tern,  of  these  pro- 
vinces of  Louisiana  and  AVestern  Florida,  judge  sub-delegate  of  the  superintendency  general,  has  given 
his  decree,  and  set  his  paraph  to  it,  (lo  rubrico,)  in  accordance  with  the  counsellor  of  the  intendancy. 

PEDRO  PEDESCLAUX,  Public  Scrivener. 

New  Orle.vns,  October  25,  1802. 

On  said  day  I  gave  notice  of  it  to  Miss  Klegand,  daughter  of  tlie  petitioner. 

PEDESCLAUX,  SWivener. 


No. 


38 


Name  of  original  claimant. 


Jean  Rene  Guilio  de 
Klegand,  by  as- 
signee, Matthew 
Duncan. 


Quantity, 

in  arpents 


500 


Name  and  date  of  claim 


Concession,    Janu- 
ary 15,  1800. 


By  whom  granted. 


Carlos     Dehault 
Delassus. 


By  wliom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 


Special  location. 


Evidence  icith  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

June  28,  1806. — Tlie  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  Clement  B.  Penrose  and  James 
L.  Donaldson,  esqs. 

The  same,  (James  Maxwell,)  assignee  of  L.  G.  De  Kerlegant,  claiming  a  tract  of  500  arpents  of  land 
situate  on  the  Saline,  district  aforesaid,  produces  a  concession  from  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  Jan- 
uary 15,  1800,  with  a  written  certificate  of  reference  of  Morales  to  the  fiscal  and  assessor  for  his  opinion, 
certified  by  Pedro  P.  Delaure,  notary  public,  under  the  date  of  October  22,  1802,  who  gives  his  opinion 
tliat  the  same  may  be  granted  by  his  certificate  under  his  hand,  dated  October  23,  same  year,  followed  by 
an  order  of  survey  from  Morales,  under  promise  that  upon  producing  a  plat  of  survey  a  title  or  form  will 
be  granted,  dated  October  25,  same  year.  Israel  Dodge,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  when  the  aforesaid 
Kerleg'and  obtained  the  aforesaid  concession  his  family  consisted  of  himself,  wife,  five  children,  and  six 
slaves.  The  board  reject  this  claim,  and  observe  that  they  are  satisfied  that  the  aforesaid  concession  was 
granted  at  the  time  it  bears  date. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  380.) 

Maij  3,  1810. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

James  Maxwell,  assignee  of  Ecuyer  Jean  Rene  Guiho  Sieur  de  Kerlegand,  claiming  500  arpents  of 
land. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  386;  book  No.  3,  page  149.)  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim 
ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  346.) 

November  29,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  Lewis  F.  Linn  and  F.  R. 
Conway,  commissioners. 

Jean  Rene  Guiho  de  Klegant,  by  his  assignee,  Matthew  Duncan,  claiming  500  arpents  of  land,  (see 
book  B,  page  500;  No.  1,  page  386;  No.  3,  page  346,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original 
concession  from  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  January  15,  1800;  also  a  deed  of  conveyance.  M.  P. 
Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  said  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of  said 
Charles  Dehault  Delassus. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  64.) 

November  d,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
and  F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 
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Rene  CJuilio  de  Kerlegand,  claiiuiiig  500  arpents  of  land. — (Si'C  page  C4  ni'  this  luxik.)  The  liounl 
are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Kcnii  Guiho  de  Kerlegand,  <jr 
his  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  299.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 


No.  39. — Marie  Nicoi.le  Les  Bois,  claiming  2H  orjxnls  and  bO  perches. 

To  Don  Charles  DehauU  Delassus,  lieutenant  colonel,  attached  to  the  stationary  rer/uncnt  of  Louisiana,  and 
lieutenant  governor  of  the  upper  part  of  the  same  province : 

Marie  Nicolle  Les  Bois  has  the  honor  of  representing  to  you  that  having  lost  her  father  and  mother, 
since  her  most  tender  years,  in  consequence  of  a  very  well  known  disaster,  which  alone  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  render  her  situation  interesting  to  all  men  of  feelings,  and  having  had  for  support,  since  that 
moment,  an  uncle  and  aunt,  both  respectable,  who  have  taken  care  of  her  infancy;  considering  that  time 
in  its  flight  deprives  her  every  day  of  some  one  of  her  protectors;  that  her  l)rothers  and  sisters  are  all 
married  and  loaded  with  family  and  without  fortune;  that  slie  remains  as  an  insulated  being,  who  cannot 
expect  anj-  assistance  of  any  one  whomsoever,  and  who,  without  fortune,  finds  herself  under  several 
points  of  view,  in  a  calamitous  situation,  which  appears  to  her  to  be  worthy  to  attract  the  attention  of 
the  good  heart  everybody  knows  you  possess.  Full  of  this  idea,  and  convinced  of  the  generosity  of  the 
government,  which  has  never  ceased  to  grant  favors  to  the  unfortunate,  and  to  be  particularly  the  pro- 
tector of  orphans,  she  hopes  you  will  lie  pleased  to  grant  to  her  the  concession  of  a  tract  of  land  situated 
to  the  soutli  of  this  town,  and  being  vacant  lands  (if  his  Majesty's  domain,  and  which  may  contain  two 
liundred  and  thirteen  arpents  in  superlicie,  more  or  less,  which  land  shall  be  bounded  as  follows:  to  the 
north,  siiuth,  and  west  by  the  vacant  lands  of  the  domain,  and  to  the  east  by  a  concession  of  same  width 
belonging  to  Mr.  Antonio  Soulard. 

Such  is  the  statement  of  my  misfortune  and  pretensions,  and  I  presume  to  hope  this  favor  of  the 
generosity  of  a  benevolent  and  generous  government,  and  of  a  chief  as  worthy  as  you  are  to  fulfil  its 
benevolent  intentions. 

MARIE  NICOLLE  LES  BOIS. 

St.  Louis,  May  10,  1803. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  Blag  11,  1803. 

Having  seen  the  foregoing  statement,  I  do  grant  to  Marie  Nicolle  Les  Bois,  for  her  and  her  heirs,  the 
land  which  she  solicits,  in  case  it  is  not  prejudicial  to  any  person;  and  the  surve.yor  of  this  Upper 
Louisiana,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  tlie  petitioner  in  possession  of  the  quantity  of  land  she  solicits, 
in  the  place  desig-nated,  of  which,  when  executed,  he  shall  draw  out  a  plat  of  survey,  delivering  the  same  to 
the  party  with  his  certificate,  in  order  to  serve  to  her  to  obtain  the  concession  and  title  in  form  from  the 
intendant  general,  to  whom  alone  corresponds,  by  royal  order,  the  distributing  and  granting  of  all  classes 
of  lands  of  the  ro^'al  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 


Don  Antonio  Soidard,  surveyor  general  (f  Upper  Louisiana. 

I  do  certify  that  I  have  measured,  run  the  lines,  and  bounded,  in  favor  of  ^laric  Nicolle  Les  Bois,  a 
piece  of  land  of  two  hundred  and  forty-four  arpents  and  fifty  perches  in  superficie,  measured  with  the 
perch  of  the  city  of  Paris,  of  eighteen  French  feet  in  Icngtli,  lineal  measure  of  the  same  city,  according 
to  the  agrarian  measure  of  this  province,  which  land  is  situated  at  the  distance  of  about  twenty-five 
arpents  to  the  southwest  of  this  town  of  St.  Louis,  and  is  bounded  to  the  north-northeast  by  lands  of  Don 
Santiago  Mackay;  to  the  cast-southeast  by  lands  belonging  to  me;  to  the  south-southwest  in  part  by 
lands  of  Don  Jh.  Brazeau,  and  hj  vacant  lands  of  the  royal  domain,  and  to  the  west-niirthwest  bj'  vacant 
lands;  which  measurement  and  survey  I  took,  without  regarding  the  variation  of  the  needle,  which  is 
1°  30'  cast,  as  is  evident  by  the  foregoing  figurative  jdat,  on  which  are  noted  the  dimensions,  direction  of 
the  lines  and  limits,  and  other  biiundaries,  &c.  Said  survey  was  executed  by  virtue  of  the  memorial  and 
decree  of  the  lieutenant  governor  and  sub-delegate  of  the  royal  fisc,  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  dated 
May  11,  1803. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  do  give  the  present,  with  the  preceding  figurative  plat,  executed  by  my 
exertions  on  the  27th  of  May  of  the  current  vear. 

ANTONIO  SOULARD,  Surveyor  General. 

St.  Louis,  August  20,  1803 


Truly  translated.     St  Loui.s,  December  15,  1832. 
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No. 


39 


Name  of  original  claimant. 


Marie  Kicolle  Les  Buis,  by 
her  legal  representatives 


Quantity, 
in  arpents. 


Jiiii 


Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 


Concession,  May  11, 
1«03. 


By  whom  granted.    By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and  situation. 


Carlos  Dehault  De-   !  Antonio  Soulard,  May  27,  1803;  cer- 

lassus.  titled  by  him,  August  20,   1803  ; 

1  distant  about  twenty-tive  arpents 

1  south  of  St.  Louis. 
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Evidence  with  reference  to  viinutes  and  records. 

October  7,  1808. — Board  met.     Present:  The  honorable  Clement  B.  Penrose  and  Frederick  Bates. 

Marie  Nicolle  Lcs  Bois,  claiming  244i  arpents  of  land,  situated  in  the  commons  of  St.  Louis,  produces 
to  the  board  a  concession  from  Don  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  for  the  same,  dated 
May  11,  1803;  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey,  dated  May  27,  1803,  and  certified  August  20,  same  year. 
Laid  over  for  decision. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  282.) 

August  21,  1811. — Board  met.     Present:  Clement  B.  Penrose  and  Frederick  Bates,  commissioners. 

Marie  Nicolle  Les  Bois,  claiming  244i  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  282.) 

It  is  the  opinion  of  tlie  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  5,  page  328.) 

November  29, 1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  Louis  F.  Linn,  P.  K.  Conway, 
commissioners. 

Marie  Nicolle  Lcs  Bois,  bj'  her  legal  representatives,  claiming  2444  arpents  of  laud,  (see  book  C, 
pages  73,  74,  and  75;  No.  3,  page  282;  No.  5,  page  328,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original 
concession  for  213  arpents  of  land,  more  or  less,  from  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  May  11,  1803;  also 
a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  for  244  arpents  and  50  perches,  taken  May  27, 
and  certified  August  20,  1803,  by  Antonio  Soulard. 

Mr.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  said  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of 
the  said  Charles  D.  Delassus,  and  the  signature  to  said  certificate  of  survey  is  in  the  proper  handwriting 
of  said  Soulard. — (See  book  No.  6,  pages  64  and  65.) 

November  5,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Marie  Nicolle  Les  Bois,  claiming  244i  arpents  of  land. — (See  pages  64  and  65  of  this  book.) 

The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Marie  Nicolle 
Lcs  Bois,  or  her  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  300.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 
F.  R.  CONWAY. 
A.  G.  HARRISON 


No.  40. — Jean  Francois  Perrey,  claiming  3,000  arjients. 

To  Don  Zenon  Trudeau,  captain  commanding,  Ujyper  Louisiana: 

Jean  Francois  Perrey  has  the  honor  to  represent  that  he  is  a  foreigner  in  this  country,  and  does  not 
possess  in  it  any  land  on  which  he  might  form  an  establishment;  that,  at  this  moment,  he  is  in  the  pursuit 
of  some  small  affairs  of  commerce,  which  keep  him  on  the  other  shore.  Wishing  to  put  himself  in  the  case 
to  be  able  to  settle  himself  in  a  fixed  manner,  he  has  recourse  to  you,  sir,  and  supplicates  j'ou  to  be  pleased 
to  grant  to  him  the  quantity  of  three  thousand  arpents  of  land,  to  be  taken  on  the  river  Aux  Boeufs, 
(Buffalo  creek,)  or  in  its  vicinity,  at  the  distance  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  to  the  northwest  of  St. 
Louis,  more  or  less,  and  between  four  and  seven  from  the  river  Mississippi;  supplicating  you,  also,  to  be 
pleased  to  exempt  him  from  making  his  establishment  in  the  time  prescribed  by  law,  on  account  of  the 
reasons  here  above  alleged  to  you ;  and  he  shall  never  cease  to  pray  for  the  continuation  of  your  government. 

PERREY. 

St.  Louis,  July  17,  1798. 


St.  Louis,  July  18,  1798. 

The  surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  interested  party,  Don  Juan  Francisco  Perrey,  in 
possession  of  the  three  thousand  arpents  of  land  which  he  solicits,  in  the  place  mentioned  by  him,  in  case 
they  are  vacant  and  belong  to  the  King's  domain,  delivering  to  him  the  jyroces  verbal  of  his  survey  in 
continuation  of  the  present,  to  enable  him  to  have  recourse  to  the  governor  general  of  the  province  to 
obtain  the  title  of  concession  in  form. 

I  do  inform  his  lordship  that  the  said  Don  Juan  Perrey  is  a  Frenchman,  C.  A.  R.,  well  educated,  and 
possesses  all  the  other  recommcndable  qualifications  which  make  me  desire  to  see  him  fix  himself  in  the 
settlements  under  mj'  command. 

ZENON  TRUDEAU. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  December  14,  1832. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 


40 


Name  of  original  claimant. 


Jean  Fran9oi8  Perrey. 


Quantity, 
in  arpents 


3,000 


Nature  and  date  of  claim. 


Concession,  July  18,  1798 


By  whom  granted. 


Zenon  Trudeau. 


By  whom  surveyed, 
date,  and  situation. 


Evidence  iciih  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

Present: 


The  honorabte  Clement  B. 


August  23,  1806. — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment. 
Penrose  and  James  L.  Donaldson,  esq. 

Tlie  same,  (J.  F.  Perrey,)  claiming  3,000  arpents  of  land  situate  on  the  river  Aux  Boeufs,  district 
aforesaid,  produces  a  concession  dated  July,  1798.  Being  unsupported  by  actual  inhabitation  and  cultivation, 
the  board  reject  this  claim,  and  observe  that,  from  a  letter  in  the  possession  of  claimant,  now  produced  to 
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them,  thej'  are  satisfied  tliat  tlie  said  concession  was  granted  at  tiie  time  it  bears  date. — (See  book  No.  1, 
page  488.) 

Aiigud  20,  1811. — Board  met.     Present:   Clement  B.  Penrose  and  Frederick  Bates,  commissioners. 

John  Perrey,  claiming  3,000  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  488.)  It  is  the  opinion  of  the 
board  that  this  claim  onght  not  to  bo  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  5,  page  322.) 

Koivinber  29,  1832. — The  board  met  pursnant  to  adjournment.  Pre:^ent:  Lewis  F.  Linn,  F.  R.  Conway, 
commissioners. 

Jean  F.  Perrey,  by  his  legal  representatives,  claiming  3,000  arpents  of  land,  (see  book  B,  page  93; 
No.  1,  page  488;  No.  5,  page  322,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from  Zenon 
Trudeau, "dated  July  18,  1798. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  said  concession  is  in  the  jiroper  handwriting  of 
said  Zenon  Trudeau. — (See  book  No.  G,  page  G5.) 

November  5,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Ilarrfson, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Jean  Pran9ois  Perrey,  claiming  3,000  arpents  of  land. — (Sec  page  65  of  this  book.)  The  board  are 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Jean  Francois  Perrey,  or  his 
legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  300.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 


No.  41. — AVm.  Louohry,  claiminrj  450  arpenl^. 

To  Don  Carlos  Dehaidt  Delassus,  lieutenant  colonel,  attached  to  the  stationary  rei/iment  of  Louisiana,  and 

commander-in-chief  of  Uiyixr  Louisiana,  <tc.: 

William  Loughry,  C.  R.,  has  the  honor  to  represent  that,  with  permission  of  the  government,  he  came 
over  on  this  side,  where  he  has  made  choice  of  a  piece  of  land  in  the  domain  of  his  Majesty;  therefore,  he 
has  the  honor  to  supplicate  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  grant  to  him,  at  the  same  place,  in  full  property, 
four  hundred  and  fifty  arpents  of  land  in  superficie,  the  quantity  which  is  necessary  to  form  his  establish- 
ment. The  petitioner  having  the  necessary  means,  and  having  no  other  views  but  to  live  as  a  peaceable 
cultivator  of  the  soil,  hopes  to  deserve  this  favor  which  he  solicits  of  your  justice. 

WILLIAM  LOUGIIRY.  ' 

St.  Andre,  March  12,  1802. 

Be  it  forwarded  to  the  commander-in-chief,  with  information  that  the  statement  here  above  is  true, 
and  that  the  petitioner  deserves  the  favor  which  he  solicits. 

SANTIAGO  MAGKAY. 
St.  Andre,  March  12,  1802. 


St.  Lons  of  Illinois,  March  19,  1802. 

In  consequence  of  the  information  from  the  commandant  particular  of  the  post  of  St.  Andre,  I  do 
grant  to  the  petitioner,  for  him  and  his  heirs,  the  land  which  he  solicits,  in  case  it  is  not  prejudicial  to  any- 
body; and  the  surveyor,  Don  Antoine  Soulard,  shall  put  the  interested  in  possession  of  tiie  quantity  of 
land  asked  for,  in  the  place  cultivated  by  him,  if  it  does  not  do  prejudice  to  any  one;  and  when  this  is 
executed,  he  sliall  draw  a  plat  of  his  survey,  delivering  the  same  to  the  party,  with  his  certificate,  [here 
is  an  omission,]  and  title  in  form  from  the  intendant  general,  to  whom  alone  corresponds,  by  royal  order, 
the  distributing  and  granting  all  classes  of  lands  of  the  royal  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  December  24,  1832. 
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No. 

Name  of  original  claimant. 

Quantity, 
in  arpents. 

Nature  ami  date  of  claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date, 
and  situation. 

41 

William  Loughry,  by  his 
legal  representatives. 

450 

Concession,  March  19, 
1802 

Carlos  Dehault 
Delassus. 

Special. 

Evidence  with  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

November  25,  1811. — Board  met.  Present:  J.  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

William  Loughry,  claiming  450  arpents  of  land  situate  on  Indian  creek,  district  of  St.  Genevieve, 
produces  record  of  concession  from  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  dated  March  19,  1802.  It  is  the  opinion 
of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  5,  page  450.) 

November  29,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  Lewis  F.  Linn  and  F.  R. 
Conway,  commissioners. 

William  Loughry,  by  his  legal  rei)resentatives,  claiming  450  arpents  of  land,  (see  book  D,  page  282; 
No.  5,  page  450,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from  Charles  Dehault  Delassus, 
dated  March  19,  1802. 
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M.  P.  Lc  Due,  duly  sworn,  saitli  that  the  signature  to  said  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of 
said  Charles  Dehault  Dehissiis.— (See  book  No. "6,  page  05.) 

November  5,  1833. — William  Loughry,  claiming  450  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  65  of  this  book) 
The  board  are  unaiiiraouslj^  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  William  Loughry, 
or  his  leo-al  representatives,  according  to  the  possession,  as  admitted  by  the  lieutenant  governor.- — (See 
book  No.  6,  page  300.) 

L.  F.  LINN, 

F.  E.  COXWAY. 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 


No.  42. — Mathias  Vaxderhider,  daiming  400  arpents. 

To  Don  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  colonel,  lieutenant  governor,  and  commander-in-chief  of  the  ivedern  part  of 

Illinois  : 

Mathias  Vanderhider  supplicates  very  humbly,  and  has  the  honor  to  represent,  that  having  the  inten- 
tion of  settling  himself  in  this  country,  and  wishing  to  make  a  plantation,  he  has  examined  a  place  upon 
the  river  Maramcc,  at  a  place  commonly  called  La  Fourche  au  Negrc,  (Negro  fork,)  at  about  half  a  league 
from  the  concession  of  Jaimy  Haid;  and  your  petitioner,  wishing  to  secure  to  himself  the  property  of  the 
said  place,  claims  of  your  goodness  to  be  pleased  to  grant  to  him  the  concession  of  it,  in  order  that  he 
may  settle  himself,  and  construct  thereon  the  buildings  convenient  and  necessarj'  to  his  establishment,  in 
the  interim  that  ho  gets  it  surveyed  by  a  surveyor,  who  shall  deliver  to  him  the  proces  verbal  and  title  of 
property  whenever  you  shall  be  pleased  to  order  him  to  do  so;  in  consequence,  the  petitioner  hopes  that 
you  will  be  pleased  to  grant  to  him  the  concession  of  ten  arpents  in  front  by  forty  arpents  in  depth,  upon 
"the  Negro  fork,  having  for  the  present  no  nearer  neighbor  than  the  said  James  Ilaids,  and  the  said  tract 
being  in  the  King's  domain.  If  it  pleases  your  goodness  to  grant  to  him  his  demand,  the  petitioner  shall 
never  cease  to  pray  Heaven  for  your  conservation. 


MATHIAS  +  VANDERHIDER 
mark. 


St.  Louis,  March  15,  HOT. 


St.  Louis,  March  16,  1797. 

The  surveyor  of  this  jurisdiction,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  petitioner  in  possession  of  the 
quantity  of  land  he  asks,  at  the  place  designated,  in  case  it  belongs  to  the  King's  domain  and  does  not 
prejudice  any  person,  and  he  shall  make  a  proces  verbal  of  his  survey  at  the  foot  of  the  present  decree, 
which  shall  be  returned  to  us  to  solicit  the  concession  from  the  governor  general  of  this  province. 

ZENON  TRUDEAU. 
Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  December  14,  1832. 

JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 


42 


Name  of  original     '  Quantity, 
claimant.  ,  in  arpents 


Mat.  Vanderdider. 


400 


Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 


Concession,  March 
16,   1797. 


By  whom  granted. 


Z.  Trudeau. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 


Evidence  with  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

December  10,  1811. — Board  met.  Present  :  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates,  commissioners. 

Mathias  Vanderhider,  representatives  of,  claiming  400  arpents  of  land  situate  on  Negro  fork  of  Mara- 
mec,  district  of  St.  Louis,  produce  records  of  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor, 
dated  March  16,  1797.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book 
5,  page  511.) 

November  29,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  F.  R.  Conway, 
commissioners. 

Mathias  Vanderhider,  by  his  legal  representatives,  claiming  10  by  40  arpents  of  land,  (see  book  E, 
page  17;  book  No.  5,  page  511,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from  Zenon 
Trudeau,  dated  March  16,  1797;  also  a  deed  of  conveyance. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  the  said  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwriting 
of  the  said  Zenon  Trudeau. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  66.) 

November  5,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present :  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conwaj',  commissioners. 

Mathias  Vanderhider,  claiming  400  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  66  of  this  book.)  The  board  are 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Vanderhider,  or  bis  legal  repre- 
sentatives, according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  300.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 
P.  R.  CONWAY. 
A.  G.  HARRISON. 
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Xo.  43. — J.  B.  Pr.\tte,  senior,  daiinimj  1,000  arpcnts. 

To  Don  Charles  Dehaulf  Delassxts,  liindeimnf  colonel,  attached  to  tlie  stafinnanj  regiment  of  Louisiana,  and 
lieutenant  governor  of  the  upper  jwrt  of  the  same  province : 

Sir:  Ji'liu  Baptisto  Pratte,  nicroliant  of  St.  Genevieve,  inliabilino-  this  eountry  sinee  nearl3- iifty  years, 
father  of  a  numerous  familj',  and  .supporter  of  several  orphans,  ami  owner  of  a  pretty  eonsiderable  number 
of  slaves,  has  the  honor  of  observing  to  you,  that  to  this  day  ho  has  not  t)btained  a  gratuitous  eoncession 
from  the  generosity  of  the  government.  Considering  the  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  the  post  wlierein  he  lives 
are  daily  conceded  to  foreigners;  tliat  the  commercial  resources  arc  visilily  decreasing;  and,  finally,  that 
those  offered  by  agriculture  are,  for  the  present,  the  only  safe  ones  upon  which  one  may  found  hopes  for 
the  future;  considering,  besides,  that  the  incursions  of  the  Indians  being  less  frequent,  people  may,  witli 
more  confidence,  inhabit  remote  parts  of  the  country,  he  has  begun  an  improvement,  with  the  verbal  per- 
mission of  your  predecessor,  upon  a  tract  of  land  situated  upon  the  Grand  liiviere,  at  the  same  place, 
where  he  supplicates  you  to  be  willing  to  grant  to  him  a  concession  for  one  thousand  arpents  of  land 
in  superticie. 

Confiding  in  vour  justice,  he  hopes  to  be  deserving  the  favor  which  he  solicits. 

"       '        '  PRATTE. 

St.  Louis,  September  4,  1T99. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  SepAemlier  o,   1709. 

Considering  that  the  petitioner  has  been  a  long  time  settled  in  this  country,  and  that  his  family  is 
suflSciently  large  to  obtain  the  quantity  of  Ian  J  whicli  he  solicits,  tlio  surveyor  of  this  Upper  Louisiana, 
Don  Ant.  Soulard,  shall  put  the  petitioner  in  possession  of  one  thousand  arpents  of  land  which  he  sulicits, 
for  him  to  enjoy  in  the  same  terms  as  he  solicits;  and  the  operations  of  survey  being  executed,  he  shall 
make  out  a  corresponding  certificate  of  said  survey,  with  whicli  the  interested  shall  apply  to  the  intcndancy 
general,  to  which  tribunal  alone  corresponds,  by  order  of  his  Majesty,  the  granting  of  lands  and  town  lots 
belonging  to  the  royal  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS 


Don  Antonio  Soulard,  gurretjor  general  of  Upper  Louisiana. 

I  do  certify  that  on  the  5th  of  November  of  last  year,  having  taken  cognizance  of  the  statement  in  the 
petition  of  the  interested,  and  in  consequence  of  the  decree  of  the  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  royal  army,  and 
lieutenant  governor  of  this  Upper  Louisiana,  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  which  follows  the  said  petition, 
and  bearing  date  of  5th  September,  1T99,  I  went  on  the  land  of  John  Baptiste  Pratte,  in  order  to  survey  it 
conformably  to  his  demand  of  one  thousand  arpents  in  superlicie,  which  measurement  was  taken  in  presence 
of  the  proprietor  and  adjacent  neighbors,  with  the  perch  of  Paris  of  eighteen  feet  in  length,  according  to 
the  custom  adopted  in  this  province  of  Louisiana,  and  without  regard  to  the  variation  of  the  needle,  which 
is  1°  30'  E.,  as  it  is  evinced  in  the  foregoing  figurative  plat.  Said  land  is  situated  at  about  28  miles 
N.  78°  W.  fmnithepostof  St.  Genevieve,  bounded  on  its  four  sides  as  follows:  to  the  north  and  west  bj' vacant 
lands  of  the  royal  domain;  to  the  east  by  the  land  of  Abraham  Ead;  to  the  south  by  that  of  Mr.  John  Baptiste 
Pratte,  jr.  And  in  order  that  it  may  be  available  according  to  law,  I  do  give  him  the  present,  with  the 
foregoing  figurative  plat,  on  which  are  indicated  the  dimensions  and  the  natural  and  artificial  limits  which 
surround  said  land. 

ANTONIO  SOULARD,  Surveyor  General. 

St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  March,  5,  1801. 


Truly  translated  from  record  book  0,  pages  221,  222,  and  223.     St.  Louis 
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No. 


43 


Name   of  original 
claimant. 


John  Bte.  Pratte . 


Quantity, 
in  arpents 


Nature  and  date  of  claim.      By  wliom  granted. 


I 


1,000 


Concession,    Septem- 
ber 5,  1779. 


Carlos     Dehault 
Delassus. 


By   whom   surveyed,    date,    and 
situation. 


Antonio  Soulard,  Nov.  5, 1800; 
certified  March  5,  1801.  On 
the  waters  of  Grand  river, 
28  miles  NW.  from  St.  Gene- 
vieve. 


Evidence  with  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

August  12,  180G. — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  Hon.  John  B.  C.  Lucas, 
Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  James  L.  Donaldson,  esquire. 

John  B.  Pratte,  claiming'  one  thousand  arpents  of  land  situate  on  Grand  river,  district  of  St.  Genevieve, 
produces  a  concession  from  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  September  5,  1799,  stating  the  same  to  have 
been  granted  for  the  purpose  of  farming,  and  declaring  claimant  to  be  an  ancient  inhabitant,  with  a  survey 
of  said  land,  taken  November  5,  1800,  and  certified  March  5,  1801. 

Amable  Partnej',  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  said  tract  of  land  was  settled  in  tlie  year  1798  by 
claimant,  who  built  two  or  three  cabins  on  the  same,  fenced  in  a  field  of  about  twenty-five  or  thirty  acres,  and 
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has  at  tliis  day  about  one  liundrcd  arpeiits  of  the  same  undoi-  cultivation,  and  about  twelve  houses  or  out- 
houses, and  that  the  same  was,  prior  to  and  on  the  1st  day  of  October,  1800,  actually  inhabited  and  culti- 
vated for  claimant's  use;  that  he  had  then  a  wife,  nine  children,  and  Ibrty-five  slaves,  and  claims  no  other 
lands  in  his  own  name.  The  board,  from  the  testimony  of  a  number  of  witnesses  produced  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  by  their  agent,  reject  this  claim,  and  require  further  proof. — (See  book  No.  1,  p.  454.) 

John  Baptiste  Pratte,  sr.,  claiming-  one  thousand  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  454.)  It  is 
the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed.  Frederick  Bates,  com- 
missioner, forbears  giving  an  opinion. — {See  book  No.  5,  page  537.) 

December  13,  1832. — F.  K.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared,  pursuant  to  adjournment.  John  B.  Pratte,  by  his 
legal  representatives,  claiming  one  thousand  arpents  of  land. —  (See  book  No.  1,  page  454;  No.  5,  page  537; 
record  book  C,  page  221,  and  page  200  of  tiiis  book.)  The  following  additional  testimony  was  taken  in  the 
foregoing  case,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  this  board  of  the  10th  of  October  last: 

St.  Genevieve,  October  25,  1832. 

Tlie  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  John  B.  Pratte,  claiming  one  thousand  arpents  of  land  situated 
on  Grand  River  waters,  in  the  former  district  of  St.  Genevieve,  in  pursuance  of  and  by  virtue  of  a  conces- 
sion and  order  of  survey,  heretofore  filed  with  the  former  commissioners.  When  Louis  Lasource  personally 
appeared  before  Lewis  F.  Linn,  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  finally  settle  and  adjust  land  claims 
in  Missouri,  and  authorized  by  the  said  board  of  commissioners  to  receive  testimony  in  this  behalf;  when 
said  Lasource,  after  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saitli,  that  he  knows  of  the  cultivation  and  habitation 
of  said  tract  of  laud  by  John  B.  Pratte,  in  1800  or  1801;  that  he  has  seen  said  Pratte  when  residing  on 
the  place,  where  and  when  he  had  all  his  work  hands;  that  his  number  of  hands  were  very  numerous,  and 
that  the  land  under  cultivation  was  quite  a  large  field,  how  many  arpents  he  does  not  know. 

LOUIS  LASOURCE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  the  day  and  date  before  written,  in  presence  of — 

L.  P.  LINN. 

Colonel  Bte.  Vallti  appeared  in  behalf  of  said  claimant,  and,  after  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saitli 
that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  and  the  signature 
to  the  petition  is  in  the  handwriting  of  John  B.  Pratte;  and  that  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  the  land  claimed 
(under  said  concession,  and  now  before  the  board  of  commissioners)  was  in  a  state  of  cultivation  in  1801, 
and  that  it  has  always  been  cultivated  and  inhabited  ever  since  by  Pratte,  his  heirs  or  representatives. 

J.  BTE.  VALLE. 

Subscribed  in  presence  of —  L.  F.  LINN. 

(See  book  No.  6,  pages  71  and  72.) 

June  27,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn  and  F.  R.  Conway, 
commissioners. 

John  Bte.  Pratte,  by  his  heirs  and  legal  representatives,  claiming  one  thousand  arpents  of  land  situate 
on  the  waters  of  Big  river,  county  of  St.  Francis,  (see  book  C,  page  221  and  following;  also  page  71  of 
this  book,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from  Charles  Dehault  Delassus, 
dated  September  5,  1799;  also  a  plat  of  survey  by  Antoiue  Soulard,  dated  March  5,  1801. 

State  of  Missouri,  County  of  Washington  : 

Jacob  Mostiller,  a  witness,  aged  fifty-six  years,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  that  he  was 
well  acquainted  with  John  B.  Pratte,  sr.,  and  with  a  tract  of  land,  he  thinks  about  one  thousand  arpents, 
claimed  by  him  by  concession,  on  the  waters  of  Big  river,  in  the  late  district  of  St.  Genevieve,  now  county 
of  St.  Francis;  that  he  knows  that  in  the  year  1801  the  said  John  Bte.  Pratte  had  negroes  on  the  land 
claimed — a  man,  woman,  and  children;  that  some  land  was  cleared  and  some  small  houses  put  up,  and  he 
believes  some  digging  was  done;  that  he  saw  Mr.  Mouteou  there,  who  said  he  was  there  doing  business 
for  said  Pratte;  and  that  the  said  tract  of  land  has  been  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  said  John  Bte.  Pratte, 
or  those  claiming  under  him,  ever  since  he  had  a  stock  on  the  farm,  and  was  frequently  there  in  person. 

JACOB  MOSTILLER. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  the  commissioner,  this  9th  day  of  May,  1833. 

L.  P.  LINN,   Commissioner. 

And  also  came  John  F.  McNeal,  a  witness,  aged  about  seventy  years,  who,  being  dulj'  sworn  as  the 
law  directs,  deposeth  and  saith  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  Jean  Bte.  Pratte,  the  original  claimant; 
he  also  knows  the  tract  of  land  claimed;  that  he  understood  it  was  claimed  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  con- 
cession; that  in  1802  he  saw  on  the  land  a  white  man  who  was  said  to  be  the  manager  of  said  Pratte, 
and  some  negroes  on  the  land,  and  some  land  cleared,  say  for  eight  acres  at  least,  and  the  same  was  in 
cultivation;  that  the  houses  and  field  had  the  appearance  of  having  been  of  several  years'  standing;  he 
had  oxen  at  work  there,  and  he  saw  cattle  and  hogs  there,  but  does  not  know  whose  they  were. 

JOHN  F.  McNEAL. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  the  commissioner,  this  10th  day  of  May,  1833. 

L.  F.  LINN,  Commissioner. 

Also  came  John  Stewart,  a  witness,  aged  about  sixty-four  years,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth 
and  saith  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  said  John  Bte.  Pratte,  the  original  claimant;  he  also 
knows  the  land  claimed;  that  he  understood  it  was  claimed  under  a  Spanish  grant;  that  ho  was  there  in 
1801,  and  frequently  passed  there  afterwards;  that  he  saw  John  Bte.  Pratte,  junior,  acting  as  a  manager 
for  the  claimant;  there  were  some  negroes  there,  and  in  1803  there  were  two  fields,  both  in  cultivation; 
that  he  saw  a  stock  of  cattle,  horses,  hogs,  &c.,  at  different  times  as  he  passed;  that  he  understood  the 
same  was  inhabited  and  cultivated  ever  since. 

JOHN  Sl^EWART. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  the  commissioner,  this  10th  day  of  May,  1833. 

L.  F.  LINN,  Commissioner. 
(See  book  No.  6,  pages  200,  201,  and  202.) 
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Xoivmh'r  G,  1833. — The  luiard  iiiet  pursuant  to  adjonniincnt.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Ilurri.sdii, 
F.  R.  Cnnway,  cnniMiissioners. 

Jean  Bapti.ste  Pratte,  claiming  1,000  arpents  of  land. —  (See  pa^-e.s  200,  201,  and  202,  dI"  this  book.) 
The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  chiim  ought  to  be  coulirnied  to  the  said  Jean  Bte.  Pratte, 
or  his  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  301.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 

A.  a.  HARRISON. 


No.  44. — JoHX  CooxTZ,  claiming  450  ai'penl!<. 

To  Don  Charles  Dehaull  Delassus,  lieutenant  colonel,  attached  to  the  stationary  regiment  of  Louisiana,  and 

commander-in-chief  of  Ifrjier  Louisiana,  <tc.  : 

John  Coontz,  C.  R.,  has  the  honor  to  represent  that  having,  with  the  permission  of  the  government, 
crossed  over  this  side,  where  he  has  made  choice  of  a  tract  of  land  in  his  Majesty's  domain  to  make  a 
plantation  thereon;  therefore  he  supplicates  ym,  sir,  to  have  the  goodness  to  grant  to  him  a  piece  of  land 
of  four  hundred  and  fifty  ai'pents  in  superficie,  which  quantity  is  necessary  to  comprise  the  water  and 
timber  sufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  his  familj'  and  cattle. 

The  petitioner,  having  no  other  views  but  to  live  as  a  submissive  and  peaceable  cultivator  of  the 
soil,  hopes  to  render  liimself  worthy  of  the  favor  which  he  solicits  of  your  justice. 

JOHN  COONTZ,   (supposed  to  bo.) 

St.  A.vnRE,  Jlaij  29,  1800. 


A^ota. — The  abov 


e  SI; 


rnature  is  illegible  to  the  translator. 


Be  it  forwarded  to  the  lieutenant  governor,  with  information  that  the  statement  here  above  is  true, 
and  that  the  petitioner  deserves  the  favor  which  he  solicits. 

JAMES  MACKAY. 
St.  Axdbe,  3Iay  29,  1800. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,' il/ay  30,  1800. 

By  virtue  of  the  information  from  the  commandant  of  St.  Andre,  Don  Santiago  Mackay,  I  do  grant 
to  the  petitioner  the  tract  of  land  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  arpents  which  he  solicits,  if  it  is  not  preju- 
dicial to  any  person;  and  the  surve_>-or,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  interested  in  possession  of  the 
said  quantity  of  land  asked,  in  the  place  designated;  which  having  executed,  he  shall  draw  a  plat  of 
survey,  delivering  the  same  to  the  party,  with  his  certificate,  in  order  to  serve  to  him  to  obtain  the  con- 
cession and  title  in  form  from  the  iutendant  general,  to  whom  alone  corresponds  the  distributing  and 
granting  all  classes  of  lands  of  the  royal  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAFLT  DELASSUS. 

Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  December  13,  1832. 

JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No.    Name  of  origiual  daimaut.    Quantity, 

I  in  arpents 


Nature  and  date  of  claim. 


By  whom  granted. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 


44      John  Coontz  and  E. 
Hempstead. 


450 


Concession,  May  30, 
1800. 


Carl.   Dehault 
Delassus. 


Evidence  u-ith  reference  to  minutes  and  ircords. 

November  13,  1811. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates,  commissioners. 

John  Coontz  and  Edward  Hempstead,  claiming  450  arpents  of  land  situate  in  the  district  of  St. 
Charles,  produce  the  record  of  a  concession  from  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  to  John 
Coontz,  dated  29th  (30th)  May,  1800;  a  transfer  of  one-half  of  said  tract  to  Edward  Hempstead,  dated 
June  18,  1808.  Said  transfer  uuauthenticated.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not 
to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  5,  page  399.) 

November  29,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn  and  F.  R.  Conway, 
commissioners. 

John  Coontz  and  Edward  Hempstead,  claiming  450  arpents  of  land,  (see  book  D,  page  259;  book  No. 
5,  page  399,)  produce  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  dated 
May  30,  1800. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  dulj'  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  said  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of 
said  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus. — (See  I'ook  No.  i'>,  page  67.) 

November  (5,  1333. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Preseut:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

John  Coontz  and  Edward  Hempstead,  claiming  450  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  67  of  this  book.)  The 
board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  contirmed  to  said  John  Coontz,  or  his  legal 
representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  302.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 
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No.  45. — Hexky  Dielle,  claiming  400  arpenta,  and  1  arpent  by  40. 

To  Mr.  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor  and  commander-in-chief  of  the  ivestern  part  of  Illinois,  £c.  : 

Henry  Dielle,  residing-  in  St.  Genevieve,  supplicates  very  humbly,  and  has  the  honor  to  state,  that 
wishing-  to  establish  a  farm  and  a  plantation,  in  order  to  feed,  raise,  and  fatten  cattle,  and  to  cultivate  in 
a  manner  corresponding-  to  sncli  an  ostalilishment,  wliich  it  is  impossible  to  do  with  success  in  the  villag-es 
or  their  vicinity,  he  has  found  a  place  rpiito  suitable  to  form  such  an  establishment,  having-  upon  it  many 
sugar  maple  trees,  (avec  une  sucrerie  d'erables,)  upon  the  south  fork  of  the  river  Saline.  This  concession 
would  take  its  beginning  from  the  mouth  of  a  branch  of  said  fork,  (on  the  opposite  side  of  which  is  such 
another  concession,  belonging  to  Messrs.  Parent  and  Govvot,)  and  would  consist  of  forty  arpents  in  length 
of  front  along-  the  said  fork  by  ten  arpents  in  depth.  In  consequence,  the  petitioner  applies  to  you,  sir, 
praying  j'ou  may  be  pleased  to  grant  to  him,  his  heirs  and  assignees,  in  full  property,  the  concession  of  the 
said  land,  such  as  it  is  here  above  designated  and  specified,  not  only  to  make  sugar  thereon  and  to  raise  and 
feed  cattle,  but  also  to  make  such  cultivation  as  will  be  suitable  to  this  land,  a  great  part  of  it  being-  hilly. 
Done  at  New  Bourbon  January  30,  1198. 

II.  DIELLE. 


St.  Louis,  February  15,  1198. 

The  surveyor  of  this  jurisdiction,  Don  Ant.  Soulard,  shall  put  Mr.  Henry  Dielle  in  possession  of  the 
land  asked  by  him  in  the  present  petition,  at  the  foot  of  which  he  shall  make  a  proces  verbal  of  his  survey, 
and  the  whole  to  be  returned  to  us,  to  be  sent  to  the  governor  general  of  the  province,  who  will  definitively 
determine  upon  the  concession  of  the  said  land. 

ZENON  TRUDEAU. 


To  Mr.  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieidenant  governor  and  commander-in<-hief  of  the  western  pmrt  of  Illinois,  <&c.  : 

Henry  Dielle,  residing  in  St.  Genevieve,  supplicates  very  humbly,  and  has  the  honor  of  representing 
to  you,  that  having  married  six  years  ago,  and  having  built  his  house  at  the  place  called  Le  Moulin,  (The 
Mill,)  he  had  obtained  (upon  the  hills  at  the  end  of  the  field  on  the  hills  of  New  Bourbon)  from  Mr.  Fran9ois 
Valle  one  arpent  in  length  of  front  along  the  said  hills  by  forty  arpents  in  depth,  adjoining-  the  land  of 
Madame  Widow  Leclerc,  which  is  the  last  one  of  the  above-mentioned  field  on  the  hills  of  New  Bourbon 
(la  dernifere  du  susdit  pr6  des  cotes  de  la  Nouvclle  Bourbon,)  the  said  F.  Valle  being  then  in  the  belief 
that  said  arpent  in  front  constituted  a  part  of  his  concession  for  the  mill  seat,  which  arpent  the  petitioner 
has  enclosed,  cleared,  and  regularly  cultivated  since  five  years.  But  by  the  survey  which  the  said  Mr. 
Valle  caused  to  be  taken  by  the  King's  surveyor  having  resulted  that  the  concession  of  the  mill  seat  of 
the  said  Valle  does  not  comprise  the  said  arpent  in  front  of  the  petitioner  by  its  depth  of  forty  arpents, 
and  is  of  course  a  part  of  the  King's  domain,  and  that  consequently  the  petitioner  has  no  more  any  title  to 
keep  possession  of  it,  he  applies  to  you,  sir,  praying  that  you  may  be  pleased  to  g-rant  to  him,  his  heirs 
and  assignees,  in  full  property,  the  concession  of  the  land,  consisting-  of  one  arpent  in  front  on  the  hills  of 
New  Bourbon  bj'  the  depth  of  forty  arpents,  adjoining-  the  land  of  Madame  Widow  Leclerc,  the  last  one  in 
the  field  on  the  hills  of  the  said  New  Bourbon,  and  on  the  opposite  side  adjoining  the  King's  domain ;  which 
arpent  in  front,  containing-  forty  arpents  in  superficie,  the  petitioner  with  his  slaves  has  enclosed  with  rails, 
and  cultivated  in  wheat  since  five  years.  In  so  doing-,  he  shall  not  cease  to  pray  for  the  conservation  of 
j'our  days. 

Done  at  New  Bourbon  February  6,  1198. 

H.  DIELLE. 


St.  Louis,  February  15,  1198. 
The  surveyor  of  this  jurisdiction,  Don  .\ntonio  Soulard,  shall  put  Mr.  Henry  Dielle  in  possession  of  the 
land  asked  for  in  the  present  petition;  and  as  the  land  is  a  part  of  the  lands  comprised  in  the  field  of  New 
Bourbon,  the  said  proprietor  shall  have  his  name  inserted  in  the  certificato  of  survey  for  the  lands  of  the 
said  field,  and  the  present  document  shall  serve  to  prove  his  right  of  property  in  the  said  lands. 

ZEXON  TRUDEAU. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  December  7,  1832. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 

Name  of  original 
claimant. 

Quantity,  in 
arpents. 

Nature  and  date  of  claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date, 
and  situation. 

45 

Henry  Dielle .... 

400  &  40 

2  concessions,  Feb'ry 
15,  1198. 

Zenon  Trudeau .... 

400  arpents  on  the  south 
fork  of  Saline  river. 

40  arpents  in  the  field  of 
New  Bourbon. 

Evidence  loith  reference  to  viinutes  and  records. 
board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.     Presen 
Henry  Dielle,  claiming-  four  hundred  arpents  of  land,  situated  on  the  south  fork  of  the  river  Saline, 


December  1,  1801. — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.     Present:  The  honorable  John  B.  C. 
Lucas  and  Frederick  Bates 
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district  of  St.  Genevieve,  produces,  in  support  of  the  same,  a  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant 
governor,  dated  February  15,  1798. 

Caniille  Delassus,  being'  duly  sworn,  saj's  that  in  l"',ts  claiuiant  .showed  him,  the  witness,  a  conces- 
sion, wliich  is  the  same  as  the  one  above  related.     Laid  over  for  decision. — (See  Ijook  No.  3,  page  168.) 

June  4,  1810. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  0.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Henry  Dielle,  claiming-  400  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  3,  pag-e  168.)  It  is  the  opinion  of  the 
board  that  this  claim  oug-ht  not  to  be  confirmed. —  (See  book  No.  4,  page  3()0.) 

December  13,  1832. — F.  K.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Henry  Dielle,  claiming  400  arpents  of  land;  also  one  arpent  in  front  by  40  in  depth,  (book  No.  3, 
page  108;  No.  4,  page  300;  record  book  D,  page  54,)  produces  a  paper  purjiorting  to  be  an  original 
concession  from  Zenou  Trudeau,  dated  February  15,  IT.tS,  tor  400  arpents  of  lanii;  alst)  a  jiaper  purporting 
to  be  a  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  dated  Februarj'  15,  1198,  for  one  arpent  in  front  by  forty  in  depth. 
The  following  additional  testiniduy  was  taken  in  the  foregoing  case,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of 
this  board  of  the  lOtli  October  last: 

St.  Genevieve,  Noeemher  2,  1832. 

.  Henry  Dielle,  claiming  400  arpents  of  hin<l  lying  on  the  waters  of  the  Saline,  in  the  former  district 
of  St.  Genevieve;  when  Cathrine  Biilduc,  after  bcMug  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  that  she  is  acquainted 
with  the  handwriting  of  Zenon  Trudeau,  and  knows  that  his  name  attached  in  the  concession  here  pre- 
sented is  the  handwriting  of  said  Trudeau,  and  she  knows  that  Henry  Dielle  took  possession  of  the  land 
in  1198. 

VE.  BOLDUC. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  L.  F.  Linn,  (ine  of  the  commissioners  appointed  for  the  final 
adjustment  of  land  claims  in  Missouri. 


(See  book  No.  6,  pages  72  and  73.) 


L.  F.  LINN. 


November  6,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Henry  Dielle,  claiming  400  arpents  of  land  and  a  40-ar])ent  lot. — (See  pages  72  and  73  nf  this  book.) 
The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  of  400  arpents  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said 
Henry  Dielle,  or  his  legal  representatives. 

The  board  remark  that  the  40-arpent  lot  is,  in  their  opinion,  confirmed  by  the  first  section  of  the  act 
of  Congress  of  June  13,  1812;  otherwise,  it  is  recummeudcd  for  conlirraation. — (Sec  book  No.  6,  page  303.) 

L.  F,  LINN. 
F.  R.  CONWAY. 
A.  G.  HARRISON. 


No.  46. — JuLiE.v  Ratte,  claiming  150  arpents. 

Don  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  armies  cf  his  Catholic  Majesty,  and  lieutenant  governor 

<yf  Upper  Louisiana. 

Julien  Ratte  supplicates  ■very  humbly,  and  has  the  honor  to  state,  that  wishing  to  make  and  improve 
a  plantation,  and  having  searched  for  a  piece  of  land  suitable  to  his  views,  he  has  found  one  situated  on 
the  headwaters  of  Saline  river,  at  a  place  called  Le  Rocher  a  Casetorneau;  the  said  tract  of  land  consisting 
of  150  arpents  in  superficie.  The  petitioner  hopes  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  grant  to  him  this  small 
quantity  of  land  to  make  his  plantation  and  raise  cattle  thereon;  in  so  doing  the  petitioner  shall  never 
cease  to  pray  for  the  conservation  of  your  days. 

Done  at  New  Bourbon  October  1,  1799. 

JULIEN  M  RATTE. 

mark. 

Camille  Delassus,  witness  to  the  mark. 

We,  captain,  civil  and  military  commandant  of  the  post  of  New  Bourbon,  of  Illinois,  certify  to  Don 
Charles  Delassus,  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  armies  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  and  lieutenant  governor  of 
Upper  Louisiana,  that  Mr.  Ratte,  who  has  presented  the  foregoing  petition,  is  an  ancient  and  very  lionest 
inhabitant  of  this  country,  who  deserves,  under  all  points  of  view,  to  obtain  the  concession  solicited, 
situated  in  a  vacant  place,  which  has  not  been  granted  to  any  person,  and  is  a  part  of  the  King's  domain, 
to  make  his  plantation  and  raise  cattle  thereon. 

Done  at  New  Bourbon,  &c.,  October  5,  1799. 

PEDRO  DELASSUS  DELUZIERE. 

St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  October  18,  1799. 
By  virtue  of  the  information  from  the  commandant  of  tlie  post  of  New  Bourbon,  Captain  Don  Pedro 
Delassus  Deluziere,  by  which  it  is  notorious  that  the  petitioner  has  more  than  the  means  and  the  number 
of  hands  (populaciou)  necessary  to  obtain  the  concession  which  he  solicits,  I  do  grant  to  him  and  his 
heirs  the  land  solicited  by  him,  if  it  is  not  prejudicial  to  any  person.  And  the  surveyor,  Don  Antonio 
Soulard,  shall  put  the  interested  party  in  possession  of  the  quantity  of  land  he  petitions  for  m  the  place 
designated,  which,  when  done,  he  shall  draw  a  plat  of  survey,  which  he  shall  deliver  to  the  party,  with 
his  certilicate,  to  serve  in  obtaining  the  concession  and  title  in  form  from  the  intendant  general,  to  whom 
alone  corresponds,  by  royal  order,  the  distributing  and  granting  of  all  classes  of  land  of  the  royal  domain. 
^         '    ^      ^  t,         o  n     CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 

Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  December  11,  1832.  JULIUS  DE  MUN 
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No.  iName  of  original  claimant. 


46     Julien  Katte. 


Quantity, 
in  arpents 


150 


Nature  and  date  of  claim.      By  whom  granted. 


Concession,  October     Carl.  Dehault  De- 
18,  nOS).  I       lassus. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date, 
and  situation. 


On  the  headwaters  of 
Saline  river. 


Evidence  ivith  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

December  13,  1833.— F.  R.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Julien   Katti;,  by  his  Iieirs  and  legal  representatives,  claiming  150  arpents  of  land,  (see  book_  F, 


October  last: 


St.  Genevieve,  October  21,  1832.     ■ 

Julien  Eatte,  by  his  heirs  and  legal  representatives,  claiming  150  arpents  of  laud  on  the  waters  of 
the  Saline,  in  this  former  district  of  St.  Genevieve,  in  pursuance  and  by  virtue  of  an  original  con- 
cession. When  Pierre  Robert  and  Joseph  St.  Gemme  appeared  before  L.  P.  Linn,  one  of  the  commissioners 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the  private  land  claims  in  Missouri. 

When  the  said  Robert  and  St.  Gemme,  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say  that  they  know  that  said 
Ratte  occupied  and  cultivated  said  land  in  1804;  had  built  cabins  on  it  .then;  that  it  has  been  in  his 
possession  and  occupation  and  that  of  his  family  and  representatives  ever  since. — (See  book  6,  page  15.) 
^  J.  B.  ST.  GEMME. 

tlLS 

PIERRE  X  ROBERT. 

mark. 

L.  F.  LINN,  Land  Commissioner. 

November  6,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Julien  Ratte,  claiming  150  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  15  of  this  book.)  The  board  are  unanimously 
of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Julien  Ratte,  or  his  legal  representatives, 
according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  303.) 

L.  P.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 


No.  47. — Hi,A.ciNrHE  Eglis,  claiming  800  arpents. 

To  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Upper  Louisiana: 

Hiacinthe  Eglis,  inhabiting  this  country  since  nearly  ten  years  and  having  not  yet  received  any 
gratuitous  concession  out  of  his  Majesty's  domain,  has  the  honor  to  supplicate  you  to  have  the  goodness 
to  grant  to  him  the  quantity  of  800  arpents  of  land  in  superficie,  to  establish  thereon  a  plantation  and 
raise  cattle.  The  said  land  is  situated  in  the  point  formed  by  the  rivers  Maramec  and  Mississippi,  and 
bounded  as  follows:  To  the  northwest  and  southwest  by  the  river  Maramec,  to  the  southeast  by  the 
Mississippi,  and  to  the  northeast  by  the  lands  of  Mr.  Philip  Fein,  distant  about  sixteen  miles  to  the  south 
of  this  town. 

The  petitioner,  full  of  confidence  in  the  generosity  of  the  government,  hopes  to  obtain  of  your  justice 
the  favor  which  he  solicits. 

HIACINTHE  EGLIS. 

St.  Louis,  December  15,  1199. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  December  16,  1199. 

The  surveyor  of  this  Upper  Louisiana,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  survey  the  quantity  of  land  which 
the  petitioner  solicits  for  him  to  enjoy  in  the  same  manner  as  he  asks ;  and  the  operation  being  executed 
he  shall  make  out  a  certificate  of  his  survey,  which  he  shall  deliver  original  to  the  interested,  in  order  that 
with  said  certificate  he  may  apply  to  the  intendency  general  of  these  provinces,  to  which  tribunal  corre- 
sponds, by  order  of  his  Majesty,  the  granting  of  lands  and  town  lots  belonging  to  the  royal  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 


Registered  at  the  demand  of  the  interested,  book  No.  2,  pages  8  and  9. 
Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  January  3,  1833. 


SOULARD. 
JULIUS  DE  MUN 
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No. 

Name  of  original  claimant. 

Quantity, 
in  arpents. 

Nature  and  date  of  claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date, 
and  situation. 

47 

Hyacintlie  Eglis 

800 

Concessidii,  December 
16,   1799. 

Oarlds    Dcliault 
Dclassus. 

James  Mackay,  deputy 
.surveyor,  February  20, 
1806;  recorded  bj' Sou- 
lard,  surveyor  g-eneral, 
February  26,  1806;  at 
the  mouth  of  Maramcc 
river. 

Evidence  7cith  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

Jvne  14,  1806. — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  The  honorable  John  B.  C. 
Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose  and  James  L.  Donaldson,  esiis. 

John  Mullanphy,  assignee  of  ll^yacinthe  Eglis,  claiming'  800  arpents  of  land,  situate  at  the  point  of 
the  rivers  Mississippi  and  Maramec,  district  of  St.  Louis,  produces  a  concession  from  Charles  1).  Dclassns, 
dated  December  16,  1799;  a  certificate  of  survey  of  300  arpents,  dated  Feljruary  20,  1806,  and  a  deed  of 
transfer  of  tlie  same,  dated  February  9,  180.5. 

This  claim  being  unsupportable  by  actual  habitation  and  cultivation,  the  board  reject  the  same,  and 
require  further  proof  of  the  date  of  said  concession ;  they  observe  that  the  same  is  not  duly  registered. — 
(See  page  530;  B.  No.  1,  page  311.) 

September  6,  1806. — Present:  Tlie  honorable  Jolui  B.  G.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  James  L. 
Donaldson,  commissioners. 

lu  the  case  of  John  Mullanphy,  assignee  of  Hyacinthe  Eglis,  page  311.  Anthony  Soulard,  being  duly 
sworn,  says  that  he  knows  of  nothing  contradicting  the  date  of  the  concession;  and  further  that  ho  knows 
of  Zenon  Trudeau  having  promised  said  Hyacintlie  Eglis  a  concession. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  530.) 

Noremher  15,  1809. — Board  met.     Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas  and  Clement  B.  Penrose,  commissioners. 

John  Mullanphy,  assignee  of  Hyacinthe  Eglis,  claiming  800  arpents  of  land,  situate  at  the  point  of 
the  rivers  ilississippi  and  Maramec,  in  the  district  of  St.  Louis. — (See  book  No.  1,  pages  311  and  350.) 
It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  tliat  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  194.) 

December  19,  1832. — F.  R.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Hyacinthe  Eglis,  by  his  legal  representative,  John  Mullanphy,  claiming  800  arpents  of  land,  (see 
book  A,  pages  30  and  33;  minutes  No.  1,  pages  311  and  330;  No.  4,  page  194,)  produces  a  paper  pur- 
porting to  be  an  original  concession  from  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  December  16,  1799;  also  a  plat 
and  certificate  of  survey  for  300  arpents,  dated  February  20,  1806,  by  James  Mackay,  and  recorded  by 
Antonio  Soulard. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  signature  to  the  conees.sion  is  in  the  proper  liandwri- 
ting  of  said  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  and  that  the  signatures  to  the  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  are  in 
the  proper  handwriting  of  said  Mackay  and  Soulard — (See  book  No.  6,  page  87.) 

November  7,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Hyacinthe  Eglis,  claiming  800  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  87  of  this  book.)  The  board  remark  that 
the  survey  produced  in  this  case  is  only  for  300  arpents.  The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that 
this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Hyacinthe  Eglis,  or  his  legal  representatives,  according  to 
the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  304.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  48. — Etiexne  Pepin,  claiming  1,600  arpents. 

To  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  colonel,  attached  to  the  stationary  regiment  ctf  Louisiana,  and 
lieutenant  governor  of  the  upper  part  of  the  same  p)rovince : 

Etienne  Pepin,  father  of  a  family,  Canadian  by  birtli,  ancient  inhabitant  of  this  countrj',  and  residing 
for  the  present  at  Portage  des  Sioux,  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  you  that,  not  having  as  yet  received 
any  concession  of  consequence  from  the  government,  he  hopes  that  you  will  please  to  make  him  enjoy  the 
same  favors  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  grant  to  all  those  who  have  wished  to  form  plantations; 
therefore,  he  has  the  honor  to  supplicate  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  grant  to  him,  in  full  property,  the 
concession  of  a  tract  of  land  of  sixteen  hundred  arpents  in  superficie,  to  be  taken  between  the  river 
Dardaine  and  the  pond  called  A  Bequet,  (Bequot's  pond,)  at  about  four  or  five  miles  to  the  northwest  of 
the  village  of  Portage  des  Sioux. 

The  petitioner,  having  alwaj-s  lived  as  a  peaceable  and  submissive  cultivator  of  the  soil,  hopes  that 
you  will  please  do  justice  to  his  demand  in  a  way  favorable  to  the  accomplishment  of  his  views. 

St.  Louis,  October  17,  1800. 


As  witness  of  the  signature: 
Antonio  Soulabd. 


ETIENNE    X  PEPIN. 

mark. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  October  18,  1800. 

Considering  that  the  petitioner  has  been  a  long  time  in  this  country,  and  being  assured  that  he  pos- 
sesses sufiBcient  means  to  improve  the  land  which  he  solicits,  I  do  grant  to  him  and  his  heirs  the  land 
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■which  he  solicits,  if  it  is  not  prejudicial  to  any  one;  and  the  surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the 
interested  in  possession  of  tlio  quantity  of  land  whicli  he  asks,  in  the  place  desifcnated;  and  this  being 
executed,  he  shall  draw  a  plat  of  his  survey,  delivering  the  same  to  the  party  with  his  certificate,  in  order 
to  serve  to  liini  to  obtain  the  concession  and  title  in  form  from  the  intendant  general,  to  whom  alone  cor- 
resDonds,  by  royal  order,  the  distributing  and  granting  all  classes  of  lands  of  the  royal  domain. 
'  CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 


Kegistered  the  present  on  book  No.  1,  pages  1  and  2,  No.  1. 
Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  January  4,  1833. 


P.  SAUCIER. 
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No. 


48 


Name  of  original  claimaut. 


Eticnne   Pepin. 


Quantity, 
ia  arpents. 


1,  GOO 


Nature  and  date  of  claim. 


Concession,  October    18, 
1800. 


By  wliom  granted. 


Carlos    Dehault 
lassus. 


Do- 


By  whom  surveyed, 
date,  and  situation. 


Evidence  loith  reference  to  the  minutes  and  records. 

December  6,  1811. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Etienne  Pepin,  claiming  1,600  arpents  of  land  situate  on  the  Dardennes,  district  of  St.  Charles,  pro- 
duces record  of  a  concession  from  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  dated  October  18,  1800. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  5,  page  411.) 

December  19,  1832. — F.  R.  Cimway  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Etienne  Pepin,  by  his  legal  representative,  John  ilullanphy,  claiming  1,600  arpents  of  land,  (see 
book  B,  page  509;  minutes  No.  5,  page  447,)  produces  a  pa]ier  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession 
from  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  October  18,  1800;  also,  deed  of  conveyances. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  said  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of 
Carlos  Dehault  Dolas.sus. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  88.) 

November  7,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Etienne  Pepin,  claiming  1,600  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  88  of  this  book.) 

The  board  arc  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Etienne 
Pepin,  or  to  his  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  804.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 
F.  R.  CONWAY. 
A.  G.  HARRISON. 


No.  49. — Andre  and  J.  B.  Bloxdeau  Drezy,  claiming  12  by  40  arpents. 

To  Mr.  Charles  Tayon,  captain  commandant  of  St.  Charles  of  llissouri : 

Sir:  Andr6  Blondeau  Drezy  and  Jean  Baptiste  Blondeau  Drezy  have  the  honor  of  representing  to  you 
that,  wishing  to  settle  themselves  at  the  place  commonly  called  La  Perruque,  therefore  they  supplicate 
you  to  hav(;  the  goodness  to  grant  to  them  a  concession  of  twelve  arpents  of  land  in  width  by  forty  in 
depth,  situated  on  the  said  Perruque,  adjoining  on  one  side  to  one  Louis  Marchant  and  on  the  other  sides 
to  the  King's  domain.  The  said  petitioners  presume  to  hope,  sir,  that  you  will  please  to  grant  to  them  the 
object  of  their  demand,  a  favor  which  they  expect  of  your  justice. 

ANDRE  &  J.  B.  BLONDEAU  DREZY. 


St.  Charles,  March  14,  1799. 

Be  it  forwarded  to  the  lieutenant  governor,  with  information  that  the  land  solicited  belongs  to  his 
Majesty's  domain  and  does  not  do  prejudice  to  anybody. 

CHARLES  TAYON. 


St.  Louis,  3farch  18,  1799. 
The  petitioner  may  settle  himself  on  the  twelve  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth  at  the  place  where 
he  asks;  and  as  soon  as  it  is  possible  for  the  surveyor  to  go  on  said  place  he  shall  have  boundaries  fixed 
for  the  petitioner,  and  that  will  serve  to  him  to  solicit  the  concession  of  the  governor  general,  to  whom 
alone  corresponds  the  delivering  of  them. 

ZENON  TRUDEAU. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  January  4,  1833. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 
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No. 


49 


Name  of  original  claimant. 


Andre  and  Jean  Bap 
tiste  Blondeau  Drezy 


Quantity,  [   Nature  and  date  of     By  whom  granted. 
in  arpents  claim. 


480     Concession,  Marcli  ZenonTnulcaii. 
18,   1709. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and  situation. 


.James  Mackaj-,  deputy  surveyor, 
April  10,  1805  ;  recorded  by 
Soulard,  surveyor  general,  April 
15,  1805;  district  of  St.  Charles. 


Evidence  icllh  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

August  25,  180(5. — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjourninciit.  Present  :  The  lion.  John  B.  C.  Lucas  and 
Clement  B.  Penrose,  commissioners. 

The  representatives  of  Charles  Tayon,  juninr,  who  was  assignee  of  A.  and  J.  Bte.  Blondeau,  claiming 
480  arpents  of  land  situate  between  the  rivers  Dardennes  and  Perruijue,  district  of  St.  Charles,  produce  a 
concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  for  twelve  by  forty  arpents,  dated  March  18,  1199,  under  survey  of  the 
same,  dated  April  10,  1805. 

Isidore  Savo}',  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  aforesaid  J.  Bte.  Blondeau  settled  the  said  tract  of 
land  in  the  beginning  of  1796,  raised  a  crop  on  it,  and  lived  thereon  until  the  fall  of  that  year,  when  his 
wife  being  very  ill,  he  removed  to  the  village  of  St.  Charles,  in  order  to  procure  that  medical  assistance 
which  her  situation  required;  that  she  died  some  time  after,  leaving  him  with  a  large  family  of  children; 
that,  in  that  situation,  he  determined  upon  remaining  in  the  said  village,  and  gave  up  the  said  tract.  The 
board  reject  this  claim. — (See  book  No.  1,  page. 490.) 

November  15,  1809. — Board  met.     Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas  and  Clement  B.  Penrose,  commissioners. 

John  Mullanphy,  assignee  of  Andrew  and  Baptiste  Blondeau  Drezj',  claiming  480  arpents  of  land 
situate  on  the  waters  of  the  river  Dardennes,  in  the  district  of  St.  Charles,  produces  to  the  board  a  conces- 
sion for  the  same  from  Don  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor,  dated  the  18th  of  March,  1799;  also  a  plat 
of  survey,  dated  the  10th  of  April,  1805,  signed  Mackay.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim 
ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  194.) 

December  19,  1832. — P.  R   Conway,  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Andrew  and  J.  Bte.  Blondeau  Drezy,  by  their  legal  representative,  John  MuUanphy,  claiming  480 
arpents  of  land,  (see  book  A,  page  44;  minutes  No.  1,  490;  No.  4,  page  194,)  produces  a  paper  pur- 
porting to  be  an  original  concession  from  Zeuoii  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor,  dated  18th  of  March,  1799; 
also  a  plat  of  survey,  certified  by  James  Mackay,  deputy  surveyor,  and  recorded  by  A.  Soulard,  surveyor 
general. 

M.  P.  Leduc,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  in  the  proper  hand- 
writing of  the  said  Zenon  Trudeau,  and  that  the  signatures  to  the  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  are  in 
the  proper  handwriting  of  the  said  Mackay  and  Soulard. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  88.) 

November  7,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
and  F.  R.  Conwaj-,  commissioners. 

Andre  and  Jean  Baptiste  Blondeau  Drezy,  claiming  480  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  88  of  this  book.) 
The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Andrd  and  John 
Baptiste  Blondeau  Drezy,  or  their  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6, 
page  304.) 

L.  F.  LIXN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 

A.  (}.  IIARRISOX. 


No.  50. — Silvester  L.\bb.\die,  claiming  eight  by  fort g  arpents. 

To  the  Lieutenant  Governor: 

Silvester  Labbadie,  inhabitant  and  merchant  of  this  town  of  St.  Lmiis,  in  the  best  form  possible,  in 
his  right,  says  that,  wishing  to  establish  a  plantation  for  cultivation  and  raising  of  cattle,  to  these  ends 
he  supplicates  you  to  be  willing  to  grant  to  him  eight  arpents  of  land  in  front  by  eight  in  depth;  bounded 
iu  front  (oast)  by  the  road  leading  to  Mr.  De  Lor's  village,  and  on  the  north_side  by  that  of  Maria  Borchoa, 
widow  of  Augustin  Choto,  and  on  the  two  other  sides  by  his  Majesty's  domain,  and  opposite  the  back 
part  of  Don  Benito  Vasquez's  plantation,  in  the  place  commonly  called  the  Little  Prairie.  Favor  which 
he  hopes  to  receive  of  your  equitable  justice. 

SILVESTER  LABBADIE. 

St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  August  5,  1788. 


Bon  Manuel  Perez,  captain  of  the  regiment  of  infantry  of  Louisiana,  lieutenant  governor  and  commander  of 

this  iveslern  part  and  district  cf  Illinois  : 

Cognizance  being  taken  of  the  statement  of  the  foregoing  mcmorhil,  presented  by  Mr.  Silvester 
Labbadie,  inhabitant  and  resident  of  this  town,  bearing  date  the  5th  of  August  of  the  present  year,  I  have 
granted  and  do  grant  to  him,  his  heirs,  and  others  who  may  represent  his  right,  in  fee  simple,  for  the 
eight  arpents  of  land  in  front  bj'  eight  arpents  in  depth,  in  order  that  he  may  thereon  establish  the  plan- 
tation which  he  solicits;  said  land  being  bounded  on  the  front  (east)  by  the  road  which  leads  to  the  small 
village  of  Vide  Poclie  and  the  Prairie  a  Catalan,  (said  front  being  opposite  the  back  part  of  Don  Benito 
Vasquez's  plantation,)  on  the  north  side  by  that  of  Maria  Theresa  Borchoa,  and  on  the  two  other  sides  by 
the  King's  domain,  <:in  condition  to  establish  and  improve  it  in  the  teira  of  one  year,  to  begin  from  this 
date;  and,  on  the  contrary,  to  remain  incorpurated  to  the  royal  domain.  Said  land  shall  be  liable  to 
public  taxes  and  others  which  it  may  please  his  Majesty  to  impose. 

<iiven  in  St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  August  9,  1788. 

MANUEL  PEREZ. 
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Orleans,  May  21,  1191. 
Tlic  siii've3'0i'  of  tin's  province,  Dou  Carlos  Trudeau,  shall  establish  the  party  upon  the  eight  arpents 
of  land  in  front,  which  he  solicits,  by  the  usual  depth  of  fort}%  in  the  place  designated  in  the  foregoing 
petition,  provided  tiiey  are  vacant  and  do  not  cause  any  prejudice,  under  the  precise  condition  to  make 
the  road  and  regular  clearing  in  the  peremptory  term  of  one  year;  and  this  concession  shall  be  null  if  at 
the  expiration  of  the  precise  time  of  tiiree  years  the  land  should  not  be  improved;  and  during  said  time 
it  shall  notbe  alienable.  Under  which  supposition  the  operations  of  survey  shall  be  extended  in  continu- 
ation, and  remitted  to  me,  in  order  to  provide  the  interested  with  the  corresponding  title  in  form. 

ESTEVAN  MIRO. 
Registered. 
Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  January  14,  1833. 

JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 

Name    of   original 
claimant. 

Quantity,  in 
arpents 

Nature  and  date  of  claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed, 
date,  and  situation. 

50 

Silvester  Labbadie. 

320 

Concession,  August  9, 
1798;  order  of  sur- 
vey,May  27,  1791. 

Manuel   Perez,  lieutenant 

governor;  Estevan  Miro, 
governor  general. 

Prairie  a  Catalan. 

■ 

Evidence  loith  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

Mai/  13,  1806. — The  board  met  agreeablj'  to  adjournment.     Present:  The  Hon.  Clement  B.  Penrose. 

The  representatives  of  Silvester  Labbadie,  claiming  eight  by  forty  arpents  of  land  situate  on  the 
Mississippi,  district  of  St.  Louis,  produce  a  concession  from  Stephen  Miro,  dated  May  27,  1797,  with  a 
proviso  that  tlie  same  does  not  prejudice  any  one,  and  a  certilicate  of  survey  of  300  arpents,  dated  June 
21,  1806. 

Gregoire  Sarpy,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  said  Silvester  Labbadie,  having  obtained  the  afore- 
said concession,  [iroceeded  to  tlie  improvement  and  cultivation  of  said  land,  but  was  prevented  from  so 
doing  by  the  lieutenant  governor,  who,  upon  the  remonstrance  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village,  ordered 
him,  the  said  Silvester  Labbadie,  to  stop  any  further  improvements  on  the  said  land  until  the  intendaut 
below  should  be  made  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  said  claim,  and  have  decreed  otlierwise. 

The  board  reject  this  claim  for  want  of  actual  inhaliitation  and  cultivation  on  the  1st  of  October, 
1800.— (See  book  No.  1,  page  294.) 

November  28,  1808. — Board  met.  Present:  The  Hon.  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and 
Frederick  Bates,  commissioners. 

The  representatives  of  Silvester  Labbadie,  claiming  eight  arpents  front  on  the  Mississippi  by  forty 
arpents  in  depth,  produce  to  the  board  a  concession  from  Manuel  Perez,  lieutenant  governor,  to  Silvester 
Labbadie,  for  eight  arpents  front  by  eight  arpents  in  depth,  back  to  the  road  leading  from  St.  Louis  to 
Vide  Poche,  or  Prairie  Catalan,  dated  August  9,  1788;  a  concession  from  Estevan  Miro,  for  eight  arpents 
in  front  by  forty  arpents  in  depth,  to  Silvester  Labbadie,  dated  Orleans,  May  27,  1791.  A  plat  of  survey 
of  three  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  dated  January  1,  1806,  certified  January  27,  1806.  Laid  over  for 
decision.  (At  the  margin  the  following:  Survey  to  be  ordered  on  this  claim  to  ascertain  the  road  from 
St.  Louis  to  Prairie  a  Catalan.) — (See  book  No.  3,  page  373.) 

August  16,  1811. — Board  met.     Present:  Clement  B.  Penrose  and  Frederick  Bates,  commissioners. 

Silvester  Labbadie,  representatives  of,  claiming  eight  arpents  front  by  forty  in  depth  of  land. — (See 
book  No.  1,  page  294;  book  No.  3,  page  373.)  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to 
be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  5,  page  309.) 

January  12,  1833. — F.  R.  Conway,  esip,  ap])eared  pursuant  to  adjournment,  having-  been  authorized 
by  a  resolution  of  the  board  of  commissioners  of  the  1st  of  December  last  to  receive  evidence. 

Silvester  Labbadie,  by  his  heirs  and  legal  representatives,  claiming  eight  arpents  of  land  in  front  by 
forty  arpents  in  depth,  (see  record  book  A,  page  625;  minutes  No.  1,  page  294;  No.  3,  page  373;  and  No. 
5,  page  309,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from  Manuel  Perez,  dated  August 
9,  1788,  and  an  order  of  survey,  dated  May  27,  1791,  signed  by  Estevan  Miro,  governor  general  of 
Louisiana. 

M.  P.  Leduc,  being  duly  sworn,  saitli  that,  having  had  many  opportunities  of  seeing  the  official  signa- 
tures of  the  above-named  Manuel  Perez  and  Estevan  Miro,  he  is  of  opinion  that  the  signatures  affixed  to 
the  said  concession  and  order  of  survey  are  in  their  proper  handwriting-. 

P.  Chouteau,  sr.,  lieing  duly  sworn,  saith  that  at  the  date  of  said  concession  Manuel  Perez  was 
lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Louisiana,  and  Estevan  Miro  governor  general  of  the  province  of  Louisiana, 
and  that  tlieir  signatures  affixed  to  the  above-mentioned  concession  and  order  of  survey  are  in  their 
proper  handwriting.  He  further  saith  that,  as  soon  as  the  said  land  was  surveyed,  he  often  went  in 
company  with  the  said  Silvester  Labbadie  on  said  piece  of  land  to  look  at  Labbadie's  slaves  working  at 
the  clearing  of  said  land;  that  said  Silvester  Labbadie  was  his  brother-in-law,  and  confided  to  him  all  his 
afl'airs;  and  he  perfectly  knew  that  the  said  land  was  improved  by  virtue  of  the  concession  he  obtained  at 
the  time  of  its  date. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  94.) 

November  7,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Silvester  Labbadie  claiming  eight  by  forty  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  94  of  this  book  )  The  board 
remark  that  the  concession  of  Manuel  Perez,  lieutenant  governor,  is  for  eight  arpents  in  front  by  eight  in 
depth;  but  the  order  of  survey  of  Estevan  Miro,  governor  general,  is  for  eight  arpents  in  fnmt  by  forty  in 
deptli.  Tlie  board  are  unanimously  (jf  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  said  Silvester 
Labbadie,  or  his  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession  made  by  Miro. — (See  book  No.  6, 
page  304.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 
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No.  5L — O.unsiEL  CERRft,  claiming  an  island  at  the  vioiilh  of  Ctdvre. 

To  Du)i  CharlcA  Brliuiill  Dclassiig,  lieutenant  colonel,  attached  to  tlie  dationari/  rer/iment  of  Louisiana,  and 
lieutenant  governor  of  the  iipjier  part  of  the  same  procince  :. 
Gabriel  Cerre,  morehant  of  tliis  town,  and  one  of  tlie  inijst  aneient  inhabitants,  withont  speaking-  of 
hi.s  attachment  to  the  provevnnicnt,  nor  of  the  services  wliich  lie  has  been  hapjiy  enon"-h  to  render  on 
KCveral  occasions,  which  facts  must  be  known  to  you,  has  the  honor  to  supplicate  jam  to  have  the  f>-ood- 
ness  to  grant  to  him,  in  full  pi'operty,  tiic  island  situated  across  the  mouth  of  (Juivrc  river,  in  the  Missis- 
siitpi,  at  about  forty-five  miles  of  this  town;  the  said  island  being  evidently  a  part  of  his  Majesty's  domain, 
since  it  is  separated  from  our  shore  but  by  a  small  channel,  which  is  navigable  only  in  the  siiriiig  freshets'. 
The  said  island  i.ieing  high  and  arable  land,  he  would  wish  to  make  a  plantation  thereon,  and,  after  a  while, 
occupy  himself  in  felling  building  timber  and  wood  for  fuel,  both  of  which  will  soon  be  very  mncli  wanted 
in  this  town.  The  petitioner,  full  of  conlidence  in  your  justice,  hopes  that  you  will  please  consider  his 
demand  in  a  manner  favorable  to  the  aceoniplishment  of  his  views,  anil  you  will  do  justice. 

(JERRf;. 

St.  Louis  of  Illixois,  3Iai/  20,  IROO. 


St.  Louis  of  Ili.ixois,  May  '25,  ISOO. 

After  examining  the  contents  of  the  foregoing  statement,  it  being  manifi.'st  to  me  that  the  conduct  and 
personal  merit  of  the  petitioner  make  him  reconmiendable  among  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  this  country, 
and  that  the  said  island  belongs  to  this  side  of  the  river  Mississippi,  I  do  grant  it  to  him  in  all  its  extents 
of  width,  length,  and  superticie,  such  as  it  now  stands,  for  him  to  possess  and  enjoy,  as  well  as  his  heirs 
and  dispose  of  it  as  of  a  property  to  him  belonging;  provided  it  is  not  prejudicial  to  the  territorial  right 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  stipulated  in  article  IV  of  tlie  treaty  of  arnit^y,  navigation,  and  limits, 
Concluded  between  both  powers  on  the  27th  of  October,  1795,  and  ratitied  on  the  25th  of  April,  179G. 

And  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  surveyor  general  of  this  Upper  Louisiana,  shall  take  cognizance  of  this  title 
for  1  lis  intelligence  and  government  in  what  concerns  him;  and,  afterwards,  the  interested  shall  have  to 
solicit  the  title  in  form  from  the  intendant  general  of  those  provinces  of  Louisiana,  to  whom  alone  corre- 
sponds, by  royal  order,  the  distributing  and  granting  all  classes  of  lands  of  the  roval  domain. 

CARLOS  DEIIAULT  DELASSUS. 

Registered  by  order  of  the  lieutenant  governor. — (Pages  17  and  18  of  book  No.  1  of  titles  of  conces- 
sions under  mv  charge.") 

SOULARD. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  January  4,  1833. 
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No. 
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Name  of  original 
claimant. 


Quantity, 
in  arpents. 


Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 


By  wliom  granted. 


By  wliom  surveyed,  date,  and  situation. 


Gabriel  Cerri 


An  island 


Concession,  May 
25,  1800. 


Carlos     Dehault 
Delassus. 


An  islaml  at  the  mouth  of  Cuivre 
river,  in  the  Mississippi. 


Evidence  u-ith  reference  to  minides  and  records. 


July  8,  ISOfi. — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  Tiie  lion.  Clement  B.  Penrose 
and  James  L.  Donaldson,  csrj.,  conimissioners. 

John  Mullanphy,  assignee  of  Gabriel  Corn'',  claiming  an  island  situate  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Cuivre,  in  the  I^lississippi,  produces  a  concession  fnnn  Charles  D.  Delassus,  May  25,  1800,  and  an  act  of 
public  sale  of  the  eflects  and  property  of  said  Gabriel  Cerre,  deceased,  dated  July  28,  1805. 

The  board  reject  this  claim,  and  require  further  proof,  &c. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  394.) 

November  15,  1809. — Board  met.     Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas  and  Clement  B.  Penrose,  commissioners. 

John  Mullanphy,  assignee  of  Gabriel  Cerre,  claiming  an  island  of  800  arpeuts  of  land  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Cuivre,  in  the  Mississippi,  in  the  district  of  St.  Charles. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  394.) 

It  is  the  opini'.n  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  194.) 

December  19,  1832. — F.  R.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Gabriel  Cerre,  by  his  legal  representative,  John  Mullanphy,  claiming  an  island  at  the  mouth  of 
Cuivre,  in  the  Mississippi. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  394.  No.  4,  page  194.)  Produces  a  paper  purportin"- 
to  be  an  original  concession  from  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  May  25,  1800;  also  deed  of  conveyance. 

M.  P.  Leduc,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  in  the  proper  hand- 
writing of  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus. — (Sec  book  No.  6,  iiage  89.) 

November  7,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adj(.)urnnieiit.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Ilarrisim, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Gabriel  Cerre,  claiming  an  island  at  the  mouth  of  Cuivre,  in  tlie  Mississippi. — (See  page  89  of  this 
book.) 

The  board  are  unanimouslv  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  said  GaViriel  Cerre,  or 
his  legal  representatives,  according  t"  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  (i,  page  305.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 
F.  R.  CONWAY 
A.  G.  HARRISON 
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No.  52. — Bexito  Vasqvez,  claiming  nine  arpents  of  land  in  front. 

To  the  Lieutenant  Governor: 

Benito  Vasqucz,  inluibitaiit  of  the  town  of  St.  Louis,  in  the  best  form  possible,  in  iiis  rig-lit,  says  that 
wishin"-  to  establish  a  i)lantation,  in  order  to  cultivate  it  and  raise  cattle  thereon,  he  supplicates  you  to 
be  pleased  to  grant  him  nine  arpents  of  land  of  his  Majesty's  domain,  bounded  north  by  the  lanil  of 
Joseph  Brazeau,  south  by  that  of  Mr.  Motar,  cast  by  the  river  Mississippi,  and  to  the  west  by  the  main 
road  of  the  Little  Prairie.     Favor  which  he  expects  of  your  equitable  justice. 

BENITO  VASQUEZ. 

St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  November  18,  1186. 


Don  Franci!<eo  Cruzat,  lievtenant  colonel  of  infantry  bij  brevet,  captain  of  grenadiers  in  the  stationary  regiment 
of  Louisiana,  commander  and  lieutenant  governor  of  this  western  jjai't  and  district  of  Illinois. 

Cognizance  being  taken  of  the  statement  made  in  the  petition  presented  bj'  Don  Benito  Vasquez, 
an  inhabitant  of  this  town,  bearing  date  18th  of  November  of  this  present  year,  I  have  granted  and  do 
•  •■rant  to  him,  his  heirs,  or  others  who  may  represent  his  right,  in  full  property,  the  nine  arpents  of  land 
which  he  solicits,  which  are  bounded  on  one  side  by  tlio  lands  of  Joseph  Brazeau,  on  the  other  by  those 
of  Joseph  Motar,  to  the  east  l>j  the  edge  of  the  Mississippi,  and  to  tlie  west  by  the  main  road  which 
leads  to  the  Prairie  a  Catalan,  (Pradcria  a  Catalan,)  on  condition  to  establish  said  land  in  the  term  of 
one  year,  to  begin  from  this  date,  and  on  the  contrary  the  said  nine  arpents  to  remain  incorporated  to  the 
royal  domain.  Said  land  shall  be  liable  to  all  public  taxes  and  others  which  it  may  please  his  Majesty 
to  impose. 

Given  in  St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  the  20th  day  of  November  of  the  year  1786. 

FRANCO.  CRUZAT. 


Truly  translated.     January  16,  1833. 
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Niime  of  original 
claimant. 


Quantity,  in 
arpents. 


Nature  and  date  of  claim. 


By  whom  granted. 


By   whom  surveyed, 
and  situation. 


date 


Benito  Vasquez. 


9  in  front, 
depth  from 
the  Missis- 
sippi to  the 
main  road. 


Concession,  Novem- 
ber 20,  1786. 


Francisco  Cruzat. 


Between  St.  Louis  and 
Carondelet. 


Evidence  with  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

July  19,  1806. — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  Hon.  J.  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B. 
Penrose,  James  L.  Donaldson,  commissioners. 

Joseph  Brazeau,  assignee  of  Benito  Vasquez,  claiming  nine  arpents  of  land  situate  in  the  district  of 
St.  Louis,  running  north  and  south,  bounded  northerly  by  a  tract  the  property  of  said  claimant,  being  jjart 
of  a  tract  granted  said  Benito  Vasquez,  by  concession  from  Francis  Cruzat,  dated  November  20,  1786, 
produces  tiie  said  concession,  together  with  an  assignment  of  said  land,  dated  May  26,  1800. 

Jacque  Clamorgan,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  said  Benito  settled  the  said  tract  of  land  about 
the  year  1788;  built  a  house  on  the  same,  and  that  the  same  has  been  actually  cultivated,  either  by  the 
said  Benito  or  his  representatives,  to  this  day;  and  that  three  crops  had  been  raised  on  the  same  prior  to 
the  year  1800.  The  board  reject  this  claim  for  want  of  actual  inliabitation  on  the  lirst  day  of  October, 
1800;  and  remark,  that  the  said  Benito,  having  raised  tln-ee  crops  on  the  same,  had,  by  the  Spanish  laws 
and  usages,  acquired  the  right  of  domain. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  412.) 

August  19,  1811. — The  board  met.    Present:  Clement  B.  Penrose  and  Frederick  Bates,  commissioners. 

Joseph  Brazeau,  assignee  of  Benito  Vasquez,  claiming  nine  arpents  front,  running  back  to  the  road 
leading  from  St.  Louis  to  Carondelet. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  412.)  The  board  order  that  this  tract  be 
surveyed  at  expense  of  claimant. 

January  1.5,  1812. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Joseph  Brazeau,  claiming  under^^Bonito  Vasquez. — (See  book  5,  page  319.)  A  majority  of  the  board 
declare  that  they  would  have  confirmed  this  claim  had  it  been  found  not  to  have  exceeded  twenty  arpents. 
John  B.  C.  Lucas,  commissioner,  makes  the  same  remarks  as  in  the  claim  of  Auguste  Choteau,  (p.  659,) 
to  wit:  That  he  cannot  give  an  absolute  vote,  under  the  present  circumstances,  upon  the  claim,  inas- 
much as  the  board  has  heretofore  ordered  a  survey  to  be  made  under  the  foregoing  concession,  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  the  quantity,  and  inasmuch  as  the  same  reasons  which  induced  the  board  to  make 
said  orders  previous  to  the  decision  of  the  claim  still  exist,  and  the  said  order  remains  in  force,  not  having 
been  rescin(led;  ho  further  remarks  that  the  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  without  being  able  at  present  to 
say  what  quantity. — (See  book  No.  5,  pages  319  and  562.) 

January  12,  1833. — F.  11.  Conway,  esq.,,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment,  having  been  authorized, 
by  a  resolution  of  the  board  of  commissioner.s  of  the  1st  of  December  last  to  receive  evidence. 

Benito  Vasquez,  by  his  legal  representative,  Bernard  Pratte,  claiming  nine  arpents  of  land  in  front,  by 
the  depth  comjiriscd  between  tlicMississiiipi  and  the  public  road  leading  to  the  village  of  Carondelet. —  (See 
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0  412;  No.  5,  paRvs  319  and  r,C,2.     L.  T.  N...  4, 
ciiiici's.sinii  fnnii  Francis  Crn/.at,  dated  Xovcni- 


;aid   ccmcossidn  is   in   the 


l.nip.T 


book  B,  pag-c  417;  book  D,  ynge  302.  Minutes,  Nc  I,  pa 
pag'e  15.)  Produces  a  paper  purporting-  to  be  an  origina 
ber  20,  178(1. 

M.  P.  Lo  Due,  being-  duly  sworn,  saith   that   tlio  signature   to   tiie 
handwriting-  of  the  said  Francisco  Cruzat. 

Peter  Ciiouteau,  senior,  lieing-  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  the  said  eoncession  is  in  the 
proper  handwriting-  of  the  said  Cruzat.  He  further  saith  that  iniinediately  after  getting-  the  said  con- 
cession the  said  Benito  Vasquez  had  a.  liouse  built  un  said  land,  and  had  some  of  iiis  hand.s  eniplnyed  in 
inipro%-ing-  the  same. — (See  book  No.  (5,  page  95.) 

November  7,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  U>  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  C.  Harrison, 
P.  E.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Benito  Vasquez,  claiming  nine  avpents  of  land  in  front,  by  the  depth  from  the  Mississippi  to  tlie  main  road 
leading  to  Carondelet. — (See  pag-e  95  of  this  book.)  The  board  remark,  that  in  the  [letition  the  words  m  frunt 
were  evidently'  omitted  after  the  word  nine.  The  board  arc  unanimously'  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought 
to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Benito  Vasquez,  or  his  legal  representatives,  according-  to  the  boundaries 
asked  for  in  the  petition,  and  expressed  in  the  concession. — (Sec  book  No.  6,  page  305.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 


No.  53. — Je.\.x  B.\ftiste  Pujeol,  claiming  240  G?-pe»fe 

To  3Ir.  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  colonel  Inj  brevet,  captain  in  the  gtationarij  battalion  of  Louisiana,  lieutenant 
governor  (f  the  western  2Mrl  of  Illinoift,  and  commander-in-chief  cf  the  said  part,  tte. 

Sir:  Jean  Baptiste  Pujeol,  inhabitant  of  the  village  of  Carondelet,  has  the  honor  to  represetit  to  you 
that  he  would  wish  to  establish  a  plantation  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Maramec,  on  this  side,  but  as  he 
cannot  do  it  without  your  consent,  therefore  the  petitioner  begs  of  you  to  grant  to  him  six  arpents  of  land 
in  front,  by  forty  in  depth;  tlie  upper  line  of  which  (tract)  is  formed  by  the  direction  of  a  branch  that  comes 
down  from  the  hills  and  empties  itself  into  the  said  Maramec.  The  petitioner  hopes,  sir,  that  j-ou  will 
please  to  grant  to  him,  conformably  to  his  demand,  a  concession  which  shall  serve  to  him  as  a  title  of 
property  for  him,  his  heirs  or  assigns;  and  he  shall  never  cease  to  pray  for  your  conservation  and  pros- 
perity; and  j'ou  will  do  justice. 

JEAN  BAPTISTE  PUJEOL. 

St.  Louis,  November  11,  17 90. 


St.  Louis,  November  11,  1706. 
The  surveyor  of  this  jurisdiction,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  individual  called  Jean  Baptiste 
Pujeol  in  possession  of  six  arpents  of  land  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  in  the  place   designated,  according- 
to  his  demand,  provided  that  the  said  land  belongs  to  the  King's  domain,  and  be  not  prejudicial  to  any  one. 

ZENON  TRUDEAU. 


Registered  at  tlie  demand  of  the  interested- — (Book  No.  2,  pages  7  and  8.) 
Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  January  15,  1833. 
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No. 


53 


Name  of  original 
claimant. 


Quantity, 
ia  arptnts 


Jean  Baptiste  Pujeol.  j      240 


Nature  aud  date  of  claim.  ,  By  wliom  granted.       By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 

situation. 


Concession,  11th  No- 
vember, 1796. 


Zenon  Trudeau. 


On  the  Maramec. 


Evidence  with  reference  to  7ninute.i  and  reco7'ds. 

Septemlxr  20,  1806 — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  The  honorable  John  B.  C. 
Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose  and  James  L.  Donaldson,  esquires. 

Bernard  Pratte,  assignee  of  John  B.  Pujeol,  claiming  six  by  forty  arpents  of  laud,  situate  on  the 
Maramec,  district  of  St.  Louis,  produces  a  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  dated  November  11,  1796, 
and  a  deed  of  transfer  of  the  same,  dated  the  4th  of  January,  1804. 

Richard  Averitt,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  said  Pujeol  settled  the  said  tract  of  land  in  1797  or 
1798,  and  that  the  same  has  been  actually  inhabited  and  cultivated  to  this  day,  with  the  exception  of  one 
or  two  years. 

John  James,  being  also  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  said  tract  of  hind  was  prior  to,  and  on  the  1st  day 
of  October,  1800,  actually  inhaljited  and  cultivated. 

The  board  reject  this  claim  for  want  of  a  duly  registered  warrant  of  survey. — (See  book  No.  2,  page  18. ) 

November  30,  1808. — Board  met.  Present:  The  honorable  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Pemosc  and 
Frederick  Bates. 
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Bernard  Prattc,  assignee  of  John  Baptiste  Pujeol,  claiming  six  by  forty  arpents  of  laud  situate  on 
Marainec  river.  Laid  over  for  decision.  At  the  margin:  Survey  to  be  ordered,  there  being  a  natural 
boundarv. — (See  No.  3,  page  382.) 

Jid'y  11,  1810. — Board  met.     Present:  Clement  V>.  Penrose  and  Frederick  Bates,  commissioners. 

Bernard  Pratte,  assignee  of  Jean  Baptiste  Pujeol,  claiming  six  by  forty  arpents  of  land. — (See  book 
No.  2,  page  18;  book  No.  3,  page  382.)  Tiie  Board  order  that  this  claim  be  surveyed  conformably  to  a 
concession  from  Zenon  Trndcau,  lieutenant  governor,  to  Jean  Baptiste  Pujeol,  dated  11th  of  November, 
nOI),  and  recorded  in  book  C,  page  401,  of  the  recorder's  oflice. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  429.) 

Januani  1.5,  1812. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose  and  Frederick  Bates, 
connnissioners. 

Bernard  Pratte,  claiming  under  John  ]5aptistc  Pujeol. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  429.)  A  majority  of  the 
board  declare  that  they  wi  juld  have  confirmed  this  claim,  had  it  been  found  not  to  have  exceeded  two  hundred 
and  forty  arpents.  John  B.C.  Lucas,  commissioner,  makes  the  same  remarks  as  in  the  claim  of  Augustc 
Chouteali,  page  .559,  to  wit:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  commissioner,  declares  that  he  cannot  give  an  abs(.)lute  vote 
under  the  present  circumstances  upon  the  claim,  inasmuch  as  the  board  has  heretofore  ordered  a  survey 
to  be  made  under  the  foregoing  concession  for  thopuriiose  of  ascertaining  the  quantity,  and  inasmuch  as  the 
same  reasons  which  induced  tlie  board  tn  make  said  order,  previous  to  the  decision  of  the  claim,  still  exist, 
and  tlie  said  order  remains  in  force,  not  having  been  rescinded.  He  further  remarks  that  the  claim  ought  to 
be  ciinfirnied,  without  being  able  atpresent  to  say  what  quantity. — (See  book  No.  5,  pages  561  and  659  ) 

January  12,  1832. — F.  R.  Conway,  esquire,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Jean  Baptiste  Pujeol,  by  his  legal  representative,  Bernard  Pratte,  claiming  six  arpents  of  land  in  front 
by  forty  in  depth. — (See  book  C,  page  402;  minutes.  No.  2,  page  18;  No.  3,  page  382;  No.  4,  page  429;  No. 
5,  page  561.)  -Produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  dated  11th 
November,  1796. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwriting 
of  the  said  Zenon  Trudeau. 

Peter  Chouteau,  sr.,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  in  the  proper 
handwriting  of  the  said  Zenon  Trudeau;  he  further  saith  that  before  and  about  1800  he  bought  of  said 
Pujeol,  several  in  succession,  the  crops  of  tobacco  he  raised  on  said  tract  of  land,  whereon  said  Pujeol 
resided;  that  he  had  a  garden,  corn-fields,  an  dlarge  tobacco  plantations;  that  he  lived  many  years  on  said 
land — (See  book  No.  C,  page  96.) 

November  7,  1833. — Tlie  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison,  F. 
li.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Jean  Baptiste  Pujeol,  claiming  two  hundred  and  forty  arpents  of  laud. — (See  page  96  of  this  book.) 
The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  tliat  this  claim  ought  to  bo  confirmed  to  the  said  Jean  Baptiste 
Pujeol,  or  his  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  306.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 
F.  R.  CONWAY. 
A.  G.  UAliRISON. 


No.  54. — Jaiies  Maciciy,  claiming  200  and  more  arpents. 

To  Don  Charles  Dehaull  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor  and  commander-in-chief  of  Upper  Louisiana  : 

James  Mackay,  commandant  of  St.  Andre  of  Missouri,  has  the  honor  to  represent  that,  having  often 
sundry  reports  to  make  to  the  government,  on  which  account  his  presence  is  required  in  this  town,  he 
would  wish  to  have  a  place  of  residence  in  the  same;  therefore,  considering  that  all  the  town  lots  arc 
conceded,  he  has  the  honor  to  supplicate  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  grant  to  him,  to  the  south  of  this 
town,  a  vacant  tract  of  land  of  about  two  hundred  and  some  arpents  in  superficie,  which  tract  of  land 
is  bounded  as  follows:  to  the  north  by  the  land  of  Mr.  Auguste  Chouteau;  to  the  south  by  lands  of  Mr. 
Ant.  Soulard;  to  the  east  by  the  public  road  going  from  this  town  to  Carondelet,  and  to  the  west  by  his 
Majesty's  domain. 

The  petitioner,  confiding  in  your  justice,  hopes  that  his  zeal  for  his  Majesty's  service,  and  the  small 
salary  which  he  cnjuys,  will  be  strong  motives  in  the  opinion  of  a  chief  who,  like  j'ou,  makes  his  happi- 
ness consist  in  distributing  favors  to  the  ofiicors  who  have  the  honor  to  serve  under  his  orders.  In  this 
belief  he  hopes  to  obtain  of  your  justice  the  favor  which  he  solicits. 

JAQUE  MACKAY. 

St.  Louis,  OctoUr  9,  1799. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  October  9,  1799. 

(!i)gni/,ance  being  taken  of  tiio  furegoiug  memorial  of  Mr.  James  Mackay,  and  due  attention  being 
pa.i<l  to  his  merit  and  good  services,  the  surveyor  of  tills  Upjier  Louisiana,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put 
the  interested  party  in  possession  of  the  land  which  he  solicits  in  the  place  designated  in  this  memorial; 
and  this  being  executed,  he  shall  draw  a  jilat  of  his  survey,  delivering  the  same  to  the  party,  with  his 
certificate,  in  order  that  it  shall  serve  to  him  to  ol.itain  the  concession  and  title  in  form  from  the  intendant 
general,  to  whom  alone  corresponds,  by  royal  order,  the  distributing  and  granting  of  all  classes  of  lands 
of  the  royal  domain. 

CARLOS  DEIIAULT  DELASSUS. 

Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  Februarv  20,  1833. 

JULIUS  DE  MUN. 
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No. 


54 


Name  of  original  elaiuiaut.  '  Quantity, 
arpents. 


James  ^k'lvay. 


200  and 
nil  ire. 


Nature  and  date  of  claim      By  whom  granted 


Concession,  October 
II,  1709. 


(Jarlos  Dchault 
Delassus. 


By   whom    surveyed,   date,  and 
situation. 


Antonio   Soularil,  24, 

1S02;  certilied  by  him 
Dec.  n,  1802;  south  of 
St.  Louis,  ailjoininy;  tlio 
commons. 


Evidence  u'ith  rrference  to  minulcs  and  records. 

Jidij  22,  JSOG. — The  board  met  aLcreeably  to  adjournment.  Present :  John  r>.  C.  Lucas,  (Hement  B. 
Penrose,  and  James  L.  Donaldson,  commissioners. 

James  Mackay,  chiiming  200  arpents  of  land  or  thereabouts,  situate  in  the  fiehl  of  St.  Limis,  |irodnces 
a  concession  from  Charles  L).  Dehissus,  dated  October  9,  1799,  and  a  survej'  of  the  same,  dated  November 
24,  and  certified  Deeemlier  17,  1S02.  Aug-uste  Chouteau,  being  duly  sworn,  says  tliat  the  said  tract  of 
land  was  surveyed  in  1804  or  180.5:  that  he  never  lieard  of  a  concession  having  been  granted  for  tlie 
same  until  tlie  survey  was  taken;  that  tlic  said  tract  is  adjoining  a  tract  claimed  by  the  witness,  and  that 
the  same  interferes  with  a  tract  claimed  by  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Louis  as  a  common.  The  board,  from 
the  above  testimony,  are  satistied  that  the  aforesaid  concession  is  antedated. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  417.) 
St.  Louis,  December  28,  1813. — James  Mackay  claims  about  30  arpents  of  land  near  the  town  of  St. 
Louis;  produces  a  concession  from  Charles  D.  Dolassus,  lieutenant  governor,  for  about  200  arpents,  dated 
October  9,  1799;  survey  of  288  arpents,  December  17,  1802,  (certified.)  M.  P.  Le  Due,  as  agent  of 
claimant,  abandons  all  but  about  30  arpents,  the  part  abandoned  supposed  to  be  comprehended  by  the 
survey  of  the  commons;  it  appearing  from  the  minutes,  book  1,  page  417,  that  no  testimony  has  been 
introduced  on  the  merits  of  this  claim.  A  witness  now  admitted.  Antoine  Soulard,  diilj-  sworn,  says 
tliat  this  tract  was  granted  to  claimant  by  C.  D.  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  on  the  rccommendatioii  of 
his  predecessor,  Z.  Trudeau,  who  had  promised  the  same.  It  was  surve3'ed  under  tlie  Spanish  govern- 
ment, and  ha.s  ever  since  been  considered  as  property  of  claimant;  that  corn  was  raised  on  the  premi.ses  for 
claimant  during  three  or  four  of  the  last  years. 

Note. — No  more  abandoned  than  may  fall  within  the  commons,  should  they  be  confirmed. 

At  the  margin:  confirmed  30  arpents  of  land. — (See  recorder's  minutes,  page  117;  see  Bates's  Deci- 
sions, page  30.) 

February  18,  1833. — F.  R.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared,  pur.suant  to  adjournment,  having  been  authorized 
by  a  resolution  of  the  board  of  commissioners  of  the  1st  of  December  last  to  receive  evidence. 

James  Mackay,  by  his  legal  representative,  claiming  200  and  more  arpents,  it  being  a  special  loca- 
tion.— (See  book  B,  pages  433  and  434;  minutes  No.  1,  page  417;  minutes  of  recorder,  page  117.)  The 
clainiant  further  refers  to  book  B,  page  486,  in  order  to  show  that  the  claim  for  the  common  of  St.  Louis 
docs  not  interfere  with  this  claim;  also  to  book  No.  5,  page  552.  Produces  a  paper  piurporting  to  be  a 
concession  from  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  October  9,  1799. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  tlic  signature  to  the  concession  is  in  the  proper  hand- 
writing of  the  said  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus.  For  further  testimony  of  M.  P.  Le  Due  in  behalf  of  this 
claim,  see  next  claim  below,  to  wit:  Deponent  further  says  that  he  informed  Mr.  Soulard  that  in  case  he 
would  abandon  the  part  of  his  claim  which  was  included  in  the  common  of  St.  Louis,  Mr.  Bates  would 
confirm  the  balance  of  said  claim;  thereupon  Scmlard  called  on  Mr.  Bates  and  made  the  abandonment, 
upon  wliich  Bates  confirmed  the  part  of  said  claim  which  lies  east  of  the  common,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
Soulard,  agent  for  Mackay,  made  tlie  same  abandonment  on  Mackay's  claim;  and  that,  since  that  time, 
Soulard  told  the  deponent  that  Maekey  disapproved  of  said  abandonment,  and  that  lie,  the  said  deponent, 
never  acted  as  agent  for  Mackay  in  said  claim;  that  he  does  not  know  that  Soulard  ever  was  authorized 
by  Mackay  to  make  said  aliandonment ;  that  since  the  time  of  said  abandonment  Mackay  remained  as 
ostensible  owner  and  claimant  of  said  land;  that  he  built  thereon  a  house,  and  lived  and  died  in  it. 

The  deponent  further  says  that  what  he  understands  by  these  claims  interfering  witli  the  common  of 
St.  Louis,  is  the  part  of  said  claim  included  in  the  survej'  of  said  common,  made  by  Mackay,  in  1806,  as 
recorded. 

Deponent  believes  that  taxes  were  paid  by  Mackay  and  Soulard  on  said  lands  until  1820;  and  that 
the  part  of  Mackay's  claim  which  was  not  confirmed  was  sold  under  an  execution,  as  being  the  property 
of  said  Mackay. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  103.) 

July  31,  1807. — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  The  honorable  John  B.C.  Lucas, 
Clement  B.  Penrose  and  Frederick  Bates,  commissioners.  Same  (.James  Mackay)  claiming  about  282 
arpents  in  the  commons  of  St.  Louis,  produces  a  concession  from  Carlos  D.  Delassus,  dated  9th  of  October, 
1799.  Survey  and  certificate  dated  the  17tli  of  December,  1802.  Laid  over  for  decision. — (See  book  No. 
3,  page  21.) 

November  i,  1809. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas  and  Clement  B.  Penrose,  commissidners. 
James  Mackay,  claiming  282  arpents  of  land  situate  in  the  commons  of  St.  Louis. — (See  book  No.  1,  page 
417;  book  No.  3,  page  21.)  It  is  the  opinion  of  flic  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (Sec 
book  No.  4,  page  186.) 

November  1,  IS3?>. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners.  James  Mackay  claiming  200  and  more  arpents  of  laud. — (.See  page  103  of 
this  book.)  The  board,  after  minutely  examining  the  original  papers  in  this  case,  see  no  cause  for  enter- 
taining even  the  suspicion  of  the  concession  being  antedated,  as  expressed  by  the  former  board,  and  they 
are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  James  Mackay  or  to  his  legal 
representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (Sec  book  No.  6,  page  306.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 

A.  G    HARRISON. 
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No.  55. — Bei;.\ard  rR.vTTE,  claiminr/  1,056  arjyents. 

To  Dun  diaries  Dehault  Dc/assug,  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  stationary  regiment  of  Louisiana  and  lieutenant 

governor  of  the  vjipcr  part  of  the  same  2jrovince,  dc.: 

Sib:  Tlie  undersigned,  convinced  that  the  resources  of  agriculture  are  the  most  iufalliblc  niea«is  to 
secure  to  his  family  an  independent  existence,  and  to  shelter  them  hereafter  from  the  disasters  of  poverty, 
and  wishing  to  participate  in  the  gratuitous  gifts  made  by  the  government  to  the  inhabitants  of  this 
dependency,  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  you  that  he  has  the  project  of  forming  sundry  establishments, 
as  Avell  for  agriculture  as  for  the  raising  of  cattle;  therefore  the  undersigned  humblj'  supplicates,  and  has 
recourse  to  j-our  authority,  in  order  to  obtain,  in  full  property,  one  league  square  of  land  in  superficie,  to 
he  taken  in  any  vacant  part  of  his  Majesty's  domain,  in  the  place  which  will  be  found  most  convenient  to  the 
execution  of  his  project,  without  prejudice  to  any  one.  He  hopes  that  j'ou  will  be  pleased  to  take  into 
consideration  the  well-grounded  motives  of  his  demand,  and  that  your  decision  will  be  favorable 

BEKNARD  PRATTE. 

St.  Louis,  September  18,  1799. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  October  19,  1799. 

Having  examined  the  statement  on  the  other  side,  and  considering  that  the  petitioner  was  born  in 
this  country,  and  that  his  family  is  one  among  the  most  ancient  inhabitants  of  this  country,  whose  known 
conduct  and  personal  merit  are  recommendablc,  and  being  satisfied  to  evidence  that  he  possesses  more 
means  than  is  necessary  to  improve  the  land  he  solicits,  I  do  grant  to  him  and  his  heirs  the  land  which  he 
solicits,  in  case  it  is  not  prejudicial  to  anyone;  and  the  surveyor,  Don  Antoine  Soulard,  shall  put  tlie 
interested  party  in  possession  of  the  land  which  he  asks,  in  a  vacant  place  of  the  royal  domain,  and  this 
being  executed,  he  shall  draw  a  plat  of  survej',  delivering  the  same  to  the  party,  with  his  certificate,  in 
order  to  serve  to  the  said  party  to  obtain  the  concession  and  title  in  form  from  the  intendent  general,  to 
whom  corresponds,  by  royal  order,  the  distributing  and  granting  all  classes  of  lands  of  the  royal  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELaSSUS. 


Registered  at  the  desire  of  the  interested,  (No.  17,  pages  20  and  27  of  book  of  registers  of  memorials, 
decrees,  and  titles  of  concessions.  No.  1.) 

SOULARD. 


Truly  translated,     St.  Louis,  February  22,  1833. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 

Name  of  original 
claimant. 

Quantity, 
in  arpunts. 

Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and  situation. 

55 

Bernard  Pratte. 

7,050 

Concession,  Octo- 
ber 19,  1799. 

Charles  Dehault 
Delassus. 

Nathaniel  Cook,  D.  S.,  15th   Feb- 
ruary, 1800;  certified  20th  Feb- 
ruary,  1806,  by  A.  Soulard;  on 
river  tjt.  Francis. 

Evidence  ivith  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

May  5,  1800. — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  The  honoralde  Clement  B.  Penrose 
and  James  L.  Donaldson,  commissioners. 

Bernard  Pratte,  claiming  7,050  arpents  of  land  situate  on  the  river  St.  Francis,  district  of  St. 
Genevieve,  produces  a  concession  from  Charles  D.  Delassus  for  the  same,  not  duly  registered,  and  dated 
October  19,  1799;  and  a  survey  of  the  same,  taken  15th  and  certified  19th  February,  1806.  No  condition 
inserted  in  said  concession.  The  board  required  further  proofs  of  the  date  of  said  concession,  which  were 
not  adduced. 

The  board  reject  this  claim. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  270.) 

December  7,  1807. — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  lion.  John  B.  C.  Lucas  and 
Frederick  Bates,  commissioners. 

The  same,  (James  Maxwell,)  assignee  of  Bernard  Pratte,  claiming  7,050  arpents  of  land  situate  on 
the  river  St.  Francis,  district  of  St.  Genevieve,  produces  a  concession  from  Charles  1).  Delassus  for  the 
same,  (not  duly  registered,)  and  dated  October  19,  1799;  and  a  survey  of  the  same,  taken  the  15th  and 
certified  lOtli  of  February,  1800.  No  condition  inserted  in  said  concession.  Also  a  deed  of  conveyance 
from  said  Pratte  to  claimant,  dated  May  8,  1800,  and  duly  acknowledged  the  9th  of  May  of  the  same  year. 
Laid  over  for  decision. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  103.) 

3Iay^  31,  1810. — Board  met.  Present:  J.  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

James,  Maxwell,  assignee  of  Bernard  Pratte,  claiming  7,056  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  1, 
page  270;  book  No.  3,  page  163.) 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  356.) 

February  18,  1833. — F.  R.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment,  having  been  authorized 
by  a  resolution  of  the  board  of  commissioners  of  the  1st  of  December  last  to  receive  evidence. 

Bernard  Pratte,  claiming  7,056  arpents  of  land,  (sec  book  C,  page  256;  No.  1,  page  276,)  produces 
a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  concession  from  Carlos  Deluiult  Delassus,  dated  Octoljcr  19^  1799;  also  a  plat 
of  survey,  taken  15th  and  certified  19th  Fcluuaiy,  1800,  by  Antonio  Soulard. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  saith  that  tlie  signature  to  the  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of 
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Carlos  Dehavilt  Pelassus,  and  the  sigTiatiire  in  the  plat  of  survey  is  in  tin'  iiro|M'r  liiimlwritliig-  of  Antnine 

Souhird. — (See  book  No.  6,  pagx'  10-t.) 

November  7,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  iMljimninieut.     Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  (J.   llarri.sdii, 

F.  R.  Conwaj',  commissioners. 

Bernard  Pratte,  claiming-  7,0-^(i  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  104  of  this  book.) 

The  board  are  unanimousl3'  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  said  I'.ernard   Pratle, 

or  hid  legal  rejjresentatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  0,  page  oOO.) 

Conflirlliuj  claims. 

Samuel  Ilolstead,  by  letter  addressed  to  L  F.  Linn,  commissioner,  dated  October  0,  1832,  states  that 
in  18t>9  he  |iurehascd  an  ini])roveinent  of  John  Murphy,  son  of  William  Murphy,  senior,  south  and  adjoinijig* 
a  tract  conlirmed  to  said  W.  M>u-phy.  Ab(.)ut  the  year  1805,  by  order  of  governor  Wilkinson,  the  said 
Wni.  Murphy  had  an  additional  tract  surveyed  f(_ir  him,  which  included  the  improvement  purchased  by 
said  Ilolstead,  and  on  which  he  now  lives.  lie  iurthor  states  that  Pratte's  claim  was  iirst  surveyed  in 
1800,  and  the  said  survey  was  made  to  adjoin  the  south  line  of  the  additional  tract  of  Wm.  Murphy;  but 
the  said  additional  tract  failing  of  conlirmation,  said  Ilolstead's  improvement  was,  of  course,  on  public 
land.  In  1821  said  Ilolstead  came  to  St.  Louis,  and  proved  his  pre-emption  right,  but  could  not  enter  the 
land,  a  part  being  included  in  Pratte's  claim.  Said  claim  was  not  at  that  time  (1821)  designated  on 
the  plat,  but  Pratte  forbid  the  sale  of  it. 

Pratte  did  not  go  down  to  show  his  lines;  they  were  gucHsed  at,  and  made  to  adjoin  the  south  line  of 
the  tract  originally  granted  to  William  Murphy. 

A  certilicate  of  ^Vm.  Murphj',  saying  that  Pratte's  survey  was  made  to  adjoin  the  south  line  of  his 
(Wm.  Murphy's)  additional  tract,  now  the  improvement  of  said  Holstead. 

Also  certificate  of  Laken  AValker,  to  the  same  end. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  coN^^^\Y. 

A.  G.  HARRISON 


No.  56. — Henry  Diei.le,  claiming  5,000  arpents. 

To  Don   Charles  DehauU  Delassus,  lieulenanl  colonel,  attached  to  tlie  stationartj  regiment  of  Louisiana,  and 
lieutenant  governor  of  the  upper  part  of  the  same  province : 

Sir:  Henry  DicUe,  inhabitant  of  St.  Genevieve,  father  of  a  numerous,  family,  owner  of  slaves,  and  of 
all  the  means  necessary  for  farming  on  a  large  scale,  having  never  obtained  any  concession  from  the 
government,  has  the  honor  to  supplicate  you,  with  all  due  respect,  to  be  willing  to  grant  to  him  in  full 
property  a  tract  of  laud  of  5,000  arpents  in  superficie,  to  be  taken  in  a  vacant  part  of  his  Majestj''s 
domain,  at  his  choice,  upon  the  waters  of  the  river  St.  Francis  or  thereabouts.  The  undei'signed,  full  of 
confidence  in  the  generosity  of  the  government  and  in  j-our  justice,  presumes  to  hope  that  you  will  be 
pleased  to  do  justice  to  his  demand  in  such  a  way  as  to  enable  him  to  fulfil  his  views. 

II.  DIELLE. 

St.  Loiis,  Decemfjer  28,  1799. 

We  forward  the  present  petition  to  the  lieutenant  governor  of  ITpper  Louisiana,  and  do  observe  to 
him  that  the  statement  of  the  petitioner  is  conformable  to  truth;  that  by  his  means,  his  conduct,  and  his 
good  morals,  he  deserves,  in  every  point  of  view,  to  obtain  of  your  justice  the  favor  which  he  solicits 
from  the  government.  FRANCISCO  VALLE. 


St.  Lol'is  of  Illinois,  December  29,  1779. 

Cognizance  being  taken  of  the  statement  on  the  other  side,  and  of  the  information  given  by  the 
commandant  of  St.  Genevieve,  Captain  Don  Francisco  Valle,  and  considering  that  the  petitioner  is  one  of 
the  most  ancient  inhabitants  of  this  country,  whose  known  conduct  and  personal  merit  are  recommomlable, 
and  being  satisfied  to  evidence  tiiat  he  jiossesses  sufficient  means  to  iini)rove  the  land  which  he  solicits, 
I  do  grant  to  him  and  his  heirs  the  land  which  lie  solicits,  in  case  it  is  not  prejudicial  to  any  one;  and 
the  surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  interested  in  possession  of  the  quantity  of  land  he 
asks  in  one  of  the  places  designated;  and  tiiis  being  executed,  ho  shall  draw  a  plat  of  survey,  wdiich  he 
shall  deliver  to  the  party,  with  his  certificate,  in  order  to  serve  to  him  to  obtain  the  concession  and  title 
in  form  from  the  intendant  general,  to  whom  alone  corresponds,  by  royal  order,  tlie  distributing  and 
granting  all  classes  of  lands  of  tlie  roval  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  February  22,  1833. 
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No. 


Name  of  oritrinal  claimant. 


Henry  Dielle 


Quantity, 
in  arpents. 


5,000 


Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 


Concession,  Febru- 
ary 29,  17911. 


By  wliom   granted,  i  By  whom  surveyed,  date  and  situation. 


Carlos  Dehault  De 
lasus. 


Nathaniel  Cook,  D.  S.,  February  3, 
180(j;  certified  by  iSoul.ird,  l<\-b- 
niary  111,  180G;  on  St.  Francis 
river. 
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Evidence  icitli  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

Ma>/  5,  ISOfi. — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  The  Hon.  Clement  B.  Penrose  and 
James  L.  Donaldson,  commissioner.s. 

The  same,  (Bernard  Pratte,)  assignee  of  llenrj'  Diclle,  claiming  5,000  arpents  of  land,  situate  as 
aforesaid.  Produces  a  concession  from  Charles  IV-iiault  Delassus  ibr  the  same,  not  duly  registered,  and 
dated  December  29,  1199;  a  survey  of  tlie  same,  taken  the  3d  and  certified  February  19,  1806;  a  deed  of 
transfer  of  the  same,  dated  November  14,  180.1.  No  condition  e.Kpressed  in  said  concession.  The  board 
re([uired  further  proof  of  the  date  of  the  said  concession,  which  was  not  adduced.  The  board  reject  this 
claim. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  270,) 

December  7,  1807. — The  hoard  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  lion.  John  B.  C.  Lucas 
and  Frederick  Bates,  commissioners. 

The  same,  (James  Maxwell,)  assignee  of  Bernard  Pratte,  who  was  assignee  of  Henry  Dielle,  claiming 
5,000  arpents  of  land  situate  on  the  river  St.  Francis,  district  of  St.  Genevieve.  Produces  a  concession 
from  Charles  Dehault  Delassus  for  the  same,  not  duly  registered,  and  dated  December  29,  1799;  a  survey 
of  the  same  taken  the  3d  and  certified  February  19,  1806;  a  deed  of  transfer  of  the  same,  dated  Novem- 
ber 14,  1805;  also  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  said  Pratte  to  claimant,  dated  May  8,  1806,  and  duly 
acknowledged  May  9,  of  the  same  year.  No  condition  expressed  in  said  concession.  Laid  over  for 
decision. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  163.) 

Jlfai/  31,  1810. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

James  Maxwell,  assignee  of  Bernard  Pratte,  assignee  of  Henry  Dielle,  claiming  5,000  arpents  of 
land. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  276;  book  No.  3,  page  163.)  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim 
ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  356.) 

Februari/  18,  1833. — F.  K.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment,  having  been  authorized 
by  a  resolution  of  the  board  of  commissioners  of  the  1st  of  December  last  to  receive  evidence. 

Henry  Dielle,  by  his  assignee,  Bernard  Pratte,  claiming  5,000  arpents  of  land  on  the  waters  of  the 
St.  Francis. — (See  record  book  G,  page  257;  minutes  No.  1,  page  276.)  Produces  a  paper  purporting  to 
be  a  concession  from  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  February  29,  1799;  also  a  plat  of  survey  taken  the 
3d  and  certified  February  19,  1806,  by  Antoine  Soulard. 

M.  P.  Lc  Due,  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of 
Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  and  the  signature  to  the  plat  of  survey  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of  A. 
Soulard. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  105.) 

November  7,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  E.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Henry  Dielle,  claiming  5,000  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  105  of  this  book.)  The  board  are  unani- 
mously of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  said  Henry  Dielle,  or  his  legal  representatives, 
according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  105.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  E.  CONWAY. 

A.  G.  HAREISON. 


No.  57. — Mathieu  Saucier,  claiming  1,200  arjxnls. 

To  Don   Cliarles  Dehault  Delassus,  lieulenani  colonel,  attached  to  the  stationary  regiment  of  Louisiana,  and 
lieutenant  governor  of  the  upper  part  of  the  same  province : 

Matlii<'U  Saucier,  a  native  of  this  country,  father  of  eight  children,  and  son  of  an  ofiScer  in  the 
French  troops  of  the  navy,  has  the  honor  of  representing  to  you  that  he  would  wish  to  form  an  insulated 
plantati(.in  in  order  to  raise  cattle  thereon,  and  to  establish  his  numerous  family  as  soon  as  they  shall  be 
of  age  to  work  for  themselves.  Therefore,  full  of  confidence  in  the  generosity  of  a  goverinnent  which 
he  and  those  related  to  him  have  always  served  with  fidelitj',  he  has  the  honor  respectfully  to  supplicate 
you  to  have  the  goodness  to  grant  to  him,  in  full  property,  the  quantity  of  twelve  hundred  arpents  of 
land  in  superficie,  to  be  taken  in  a  vacant  place  of  his  Majesty's  domain  on  the  north  side  of  the  Missouri. 
Full  of  confidence  in  your  justice,  he  awaits  with  hope  the  good  eflect  thereof;  this  new  favor  shall  be 
one  more  tie  which  will  invariably  bind  him  and  his  family  to  the  soil  which  has  seen  tlieir  birth,  and  to 
the  government  which  has  always  treated  them  as  its  own  subjects. 

MATH.  SAUCIER. 

St.  Louis,  November  25,  1800. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  November  28,  1800. 
Considering  that  the  petitioner  has  grown  old  in  this  country,  and  that  his  family  is  sufficiently  large 
to  obtain  the  quantity  of  land  which  he  solicits,  and  as  wo  are  assured  that  he  possesses  sufficient  nieans 
to  improve  the  land  which  he  solicits,  I  do  grant  to  him  and  his  heirs  the  land  which  he  solicits,  it  it  is 
not  prejudicial  to  anybody  ;  and  the  surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  interested  in  possession 
of  the  quantity  of  land  which  he  asks,  in  the  place  designated,  and  this  being  executed,  he  shall  draw  a 
plat  of  his  survey,  delivering  the  same  to  the  party,  with  his  certificate,  in  order  to  serve  to  him  to  obtain 
the  concession  and  title  inform  from  the  intendant  general,  to  whom  alone  corresponds,  by  royal  order,  the 
distributing  and  granting  all  classes  of  lands  of  the  myal  domain. 

CAELOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 

Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  February  22,  1833.  i 
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No. 

Name  (if  (iriginal  claimant 

Quantity, 
in  arpents. 

Nature  and  ilati-  of  claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

Ily  wliom  surveyed,   date,   ancl 
tituatioii 

51 

Mathcw  SaiR'ici 

1,200 

Concession,  Novouilier 
28,  1800. 

Carlos  Dcliault 
Dolassus. 

- 

Evidence  2rilh  reference  to  minufet:  and  recnrdi^. 

December  9,  1811. — The  buaid  met.  Ptesent  :  Joliu  15.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Pemose,  aml'Fredetiek 
Bates,  commissioners. 

Peter  Chouteau,  assignee  of  Mathcw  Saucier,  claiming- 1,200  arpents  of  laml  situate  cm  the  Mississippi, 
district  of  St.  Cliarles,  produces  record  of  a  concession  from  Delassus,  lieutenant  governc)r  dated  November 
28, 1800.    It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (.See  book  No.  5,  page  408.) 

February  18,  1833. — F.  R.  Conway,  esquire,  ajipcared  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mathcw  Saucier,  liy  his  legal  representative,  Pierre  Chouteau,  senior,  claiming  1,200  arpents  of  land, 
(see  book  1>,  pages  IGo  and  104;  book  No.  5,  page  498,)  produces  a  paper  ]iurporting  to  be  a  concession 
from  Cai'los  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  November  28,  1800.  M.  P.  Lc  Due,  duly  sworn,  saith  the  signature 
to  the  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus. — (See   book  No.  6,  page  105.) 

November  1,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present  :  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  C  Harrison, 
F.  E.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Mathew  Saucier,  claiming  1,200  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  105  of  this  book.)  The  board  are  unani- 
mously of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Mathew  Saucier,  or  his  legal  represen- 
tatives, according  ti.)  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  307.) 

L.  F.  LINN, 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 

A.  G  HARRISON.     ' 


No.  58. — PuRXEL  IIow.\RD,  claiming  400  arpcntg. 

To  Bon  Charles  Dehault  Dela.-<sus,  Ueulenant  governor  and  commander-in-chief  of  Upper  Louisiana,  it-c: 

Purnel  Howard,  C.  R.,  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  you  that,  with  the  permission  of  the  government, 
he  has  settled  himself  on  a  tract  of  land  in  his  Majest,y's  domain,  on  tlie  nortli  side  of  the  ^lissouri  ;  there- 
fore he  supi)licates  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  grant  to  him,  at  the  same  place,  the  quantity  of  land 
corresponding  to  the  number  of  his  family,  composed  of  himself,  his  wife,  and  four  children  ;  the  peti- 
lioncr  having  sufficient  means  to  improve  a  plantation,  and  having  no  other  views  but  to  live  as  a  peaceable 
and  submissive  cultivator  of  the  soil,  liciites  to  obtain  the  favor  which  li<'  solicits  of  your  justice. 

PURNEL  HOWARD,'      -f  mark. 
St.  Axdri:,  Xovember  11,  1790. 

Be  it  forwarded  to  the  lieutenant  governor,  with  information  tliat  the  statement  above  is  true,  and 
that  the  petitioner  deserves  the  favor  which  he  solicits. 

SANTIAGO  MAC  KAY. 
St.  Axdre,  November  11,  1799. 


St.  Louis  of  Illixois,  Novemljer  25,  1799. 

By  virtue  of  the  information  given  by  Don  Santiago  Mackaj^  commandant  of  the  settlement  of  St. 
Andre,  in  which  he  testifies  as  to  the  truth  of  the  number  of  individuals  stated  to  compose  the  family  of 
the  petitioner,  the  surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  him  in  possession  of  400  arpents  of  land  in 
superficie,  in  the  place  where  asked  by  him,  this  cjuantity  corresponding  to  tlie  number  of  his  family, 
conformably  to  the  regulation  of  the  governor  general  of  the  province  ;  and  this  being  executed,  the 
interested  party  shall  have  to  solicit  the  title  of  concession  in  form  from  the  intendant  general  of  the  same 
province,  to  whom,  by  royal  order,  corresponds  tlie  distributing  and  granting  all  classes  of  lauds  of  the 
royal  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 


Don  Antonio  Hoidard,  surveyor  general  of  the  settlements  of  Upper  Louisiana. 

I  do  certify  that  a  tract  of  laud,  of  500  arpents  in  superficie,  has  been  measured,  the  lines  run  and 
bounded,  in  favor  and  in  presence  of  Purnel  Howard.  Said  measurement  has  been  taken  with  the  perch 
of  Paris,  of  18  French  feet,  lineal  measure  of  the  same  city,  according  to  the  agrarian  measure  of  this 
province.  Said  land  is  situated  on  the  north  side  of  the  Missouri,  at  the  distance  of  two  miles  from  said 
river,  and  at  about  sixty  nules  west  of  this  town  of  St.  Louis,  and  is  bounded  on  its  four  sides — north,  south, 
east,  and  west — by  vacant  lauds  of  the  royal  domain.  The  said  survey  and  measurement  was  taken  without 
having  regard  to  the  variation  of  the  needle,  which  is  7"^  30'  east,  as  is  evinced  by  the  foregoing  figurative 
plat,  on  which  arc  noted  the  dimensions,  courses  of  the  lines,  other  boundaries,  &c.  This  survey  was  taken 
by  virtue  of  the  decree  of  the  lieutenant  governor  and  sub-delegate  of  the  royal  fisc,  Don  Carlos  Dehault 
Delassus,  bearing  date  November  25,  1799,  here  annexed. 
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Ill  testimony  whereof,  I  do  give  the  present,  with  tlie  foregoing-  figurative  plat  drawn  conformably  to 
the  survey  executed  by  the  deputy  surveyor,  Don  Santiago  Mackay,  on  the  28th  of  March,  180-t. 

ANTONIO  SOULILVD,  Suro'yor  General. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  February  23,  1833. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 


68 


Name  of  original 
claimant. 


Puvnel  Howard. 


Quantity,      Nature  and  date  of       By  whom  granted.      By  wliom  surveyed,  date,  and  situation, 
in  arpents.j  claim. 


400 


Concession,  No- 
vember 25, 
1799. 


Carlos  Dehault 
Delassus. 


James  Mackay,  deputy  surveyor, 
March  28,  1804  ;  certified  by 
Soulard,  north  side  of  Missouri, 
60  miles  west  of  St.  Louis. 


Evidence  with  reference  to  minidcA  and  records. 

November  20,  1811. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates,  commissioners. 

Joshua  Dodson,  assignee  of  Puriiel  Howard,  claiming  four  hundred  arpents  of  land  situate  on  Smith's 
creek,  district  of  St.  Cliarles,  produces  record  of  a  concession  from  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  dated 
November  25,  1799;  record  of  a  plat  of  survey,  dated  March  28,  1804;  record  of  a  transfer  from  Howard 
to  claimant,  dated  March  30,  1804. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  5,  page  430.) 

Fehriiarij  18,  1833. — F.  R.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

I'urnel  Howard,  by  his  legal  representative,  claiming  four  liundred  arpents  of  land,  (see  record 
book  C,  jiages  384  and  385;  book  No.  5,  page  430,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  concession 
from  Carlos  Deliault  Delassus,  dated  November  25,  1799;  also  a  plat  of  survey,  dated  March  28,  1804,  by 
Soulard.  • 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  in  the  proper  hand- 
writing of  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  and  the  signature  to  the  plat  of  survey  is  in  the  proper  handwriting 
of  A.  Soulard. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  106.) 

November  7,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
and  F.  K.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Purncl  Howard,  claiming  four  hundred  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  106  of  this  book.)  The  board 
remark  that  there  is  evidently  a  mistake  in  the  certificate  of  surve_y,  for  it  is  therein  stated  five  hundred 
arpents,  when  the  survey  shows  four  hundred.  The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim 
ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Purnel  Howard,  or  to  his  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  conces- 
sion.— (See  book  No.  6,  page  307.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY.  "• 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 


No.  59. — Pierre  Fr.\xcois  Devolsey,  claiming  six  by  forty  arpent>f. 

On  the  15th  of  September,  1767,  on  the  demand  of  ilr.  Pierre  Francois  Devolsey,  (ecuycr,)  an  officer 
in  the  troops  detached  from  the  marines,  residing  at  the  post  of  St.  Louis,  who  desires  to  cultivate  land 
we  have  granted  and  do  grant  to  him  in  fee.  for  him,  his  heirs,  and  assigns,  a  tract  of  land  of  six  arpents  in 
front,  in  the  ]n-airie  which  is  to  the  south  of  the  Little  river;  the  said  front  runs  north  and  south,  by  the 
ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  running  east  and  west,  adjoining  on  the  south  side  to  the  King's  domain 
or  lands  not  granted,  and  on  the  north  side  to  the  land  conceded  to  Madame  Chouteau,  on  condition  that 
said  land  shall  be  improved  in  one  year  and  a  day,  and  that  it  shall  be  subject  to  the  public  charges  and 
others  which  it  may  please  his  Majesty  to  impose. 

Given  in  St.  Louis  the  day  and  year  as  above,  and  we  have  signed. 

ST.  ANGE. 

LABUXIERE. 


Truly  translated  from  Livre  Terrein,  No.  1,  pages  14  and  15. 


St.  Louis,  February  20,  1833. 

JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 

Name  of  original 
claimant. 

Quantity, 
in  arpeuts. 

Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and  situation. 

59 

Pierre  Franqois 
Devolsey 

240 

Concession,  Sep- 
tember 15,1767. 

St.  Ange 

In  the   little  prairie,  south  of  St. 
Louis. 

Evidence  icith  reference  to  minules  and  records. 

February  15,  1833. — F.  R.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment,  having  been  authorized 
by  a  resolution  of  the  board  of  commissioners  of  the  1st  of  December  last  to  receive  evidence. 

Pierre  Frangois  Devolsey,  by  his  legal  representative  J.  P.  Cabanne,  claiming  six  arpents  of  land  in 


1834.] 


r  K I  V  A  T  !•:    L  A  N  D    CL  A  n[  S    IN    M  I  S  S  0  U  R I . 


803 


front  by  forty  in  deptli,  (see  Livre  Torroin,  No.  1,  \ni<^o  14;  record  Imok  V\  \>:tp;o  lo2,)  produces  ;i  p;ipor 
purporting-  to  bo  a  copy  of  a  concession  from  St.  Ange,  li(nitcnant  governor,  dated  September  15,  1767; 
also  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Francois  Diipuis  t"  J.  P.  Calianne,  dated  October  3,  1817;  also  a  copy  of 
Devol.scy's  last  will  and  testament  and  a  translation  ol'  the  .same;  also  a  ))uikt  purporting  to  be  the 
depo.sitiou  of  Paul  Portnenf,  alias  Laderoute,  before  F.  M.  (iuvol,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of 
St.  Loui.s,  on  the  lOtii  of  March,  181  It. 

Pierre  Chouteau,  soniiir,  being  dulj'  sworn,  suith  tliat  Devolsey  was  a  captain  in  the  French  .service, 
and  liad  a  concession  granted  to  him  for  tlio  above  piece  of  land;  that  Devolsey  did  not  settle  himself  on 
said  land,  because  at  that  time  no  one  would  have  dared  to  live  out  of  town  on  account  i)f  the  Indians, 
but  cut  his  wood  and  made  his  liay  on  the  same;  that  aii^y  one  who  wanted  to  cut  timber  on  the  .same  had 
to  ask  Devolsey '.s  permission.  He  says  also  that  the  signature  allixed  to  the  concession  in  Livre  Tcrrein, 
No.  1,  pages  14  and  1.'),  which  is  exhibited  to  him,  is  in  the  true  handwriting  of  St.  Aiige,  then  lieutenant 
governor.  He  further  states  that  he  knew  Paul  Portneuf,  alias  Laderoute;  that  he  was  a  natural  son  of  a 
former  commandant  and  a  man  of  good  repute;  that  lie,  the  deponent,  having  been  thirty  years  among  the 
Indians,  he  never  paid  attention,  during  his  short  stays  in  St.  Louis,  whether  there  was  any  field  on  said 
land,  at  least  he  does  not  remember  of  having  aeon  any;  that  at  the  time  wlion  Theodore  Hunt  was 
recorder  of  land  titles,  and  receiving  evidences  under  the  act  of  Congress,  1824,  he,  the  deponent,  went 
before  the  said  Hunt  and  gave  his  testimony  in  behalf  of  this  claim,  and  Mr.  Kene  Paul  went  with  liim  as 
his  interpreter;  that  said  land  is  situated  immediateh- south  and  adjoining  iladame  Chouteau's  land,  in  tin; 
little  prairie  south  of  St.  Louis,  and  is  bounded  east  by  the  road  to  Carondelet,  south  and  west  by  lands 
which  were  then  vacant. 

Kene  Paul,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that,  in  1825,  he,  being  then  connnissioned  deputy  surveyor,  was 
requested,  by  Theodore  Hunt,  to  go  and  identify  all  the  possessions  in  the  little  prairie,  according"  to  their 
respective  concessions,  and  conformably  to  the  testimonies  given  by  Bnptiste  Kiviere,  alias  Bacanne,  and 
Rene  Dodier,  who  had  been  previously  sworn  to  that  etYeet;  that  he  identified  the  claim  of  Cabanne,  under 
Devolsej-,  to  be  in  the  little  prairie  south  of  St.  Louis,  bounded  north  by  lamls  granted  to  Madame  Chouteau, 
east  by  the  Carondelet  road,  south  by  lands  granted  to  Bacanne,  and  west  by  lands  said  to  be  the  commons 
of  St.  Louis,  containing  six  arpents  of  land  in  front  by  forty  in  depth.  The  northeast  corner  thereof  being 
on  the  west  side  of  the  road,  and  eight  linear  arpents  south  of  the  south  boundary  line  of  Soulard's  land. 
He  further  states  that,  in  1825,  he  went  with  P.  Chouteau,  sr.,  before  T.  Hunt,  and  served  as  interpreter 
to  said  Chouteau  when  he  gave  his  testimony  in  behalf  of  this  claim. 

Laurent  Reed,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  he  is  seventy-three  years  of  age,  and  when  a  boy  he  knew 
Devolsey,  who  then  lived  in  St.  Louis,  and  he  continued  to  know  him  until  his  death.  He  believes  that 
Devolsey  died  about  forty  years  ago,  more  or  less;  that  he  knew  tliat  one  of  Devolsey's  negroes  cultivated 
a  small  field  in  the  little  prairie,  but  does  not  remember  exactly  the  place,  it  being  so  long  since;  that  said 
negro  cultivated  tobacco,  melons,  and  other  articles  of  produce. — (See  book  No.  C,  page  100.) 

November  8,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Pierre  Fran9ois  Devolsey,  claiming  six  by  forty  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  100  of  this  book.)  The 
board  arc  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Pierre  Francois 
Devolsey,  or  his  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession;  and  they  remark  that  their  opinion 
was  formed  independently  of  the  deposition  of  Portneuf,  produced  in  this  case. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  307.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 
F.  R.  CONWAY. 
A.  G.  HARRISON. 


No.  60. — G.vnr.iEL  Cerre,  daimiiK/  Icn  by  forty  orpnil.-t 

To  Don  Blanucl  Perez,  captain  of  the  regiment  of  infantry  if  Louisiana,  lieutenant  governor,  d-e.: 

Having  examined  the  contents  of  the  memorial  presented  by  Don  Gabriel  Cerre,  residing  in  this  town 
of  St.  Louis,  and  bearing  date  the  lltli  of  March,  1789,  I  granted  and  do  grant  to  him  in  fee,  for  him,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  a  tract  of  land  of  ten  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  situated  on  river  Crravois, 
which  empties  into  river  Des  Peres,  at  the  distance  of  two  leagues  from  this  town  and  abo^it  eight 
arpents  from  the  river  Mississippi,  bounded  on  every  side  by  the  King's  domain,  under  condition  to  estab- 
lish and  improve  the  same  in  the  term  of  one  year  from  this  date;  on  the  contrary,  to  remain  incorporated 
to  the  roj-al  domain.  The  said  land  to  be  subject  to  the  public  charges  and  otheis  which  it  may  please 
his  Majesty  to  impose. 

Given  in  St.  Lrniis  of  Illinois  on  i\w  15th  day  of  March,  of  the  year  1780. 

MANUEL  PEREZ. 

Trulv  translated  from  Livre  Tcrrein.— -(Book  No.  4,  pages  21  and  22.)     St.  Louis,  February  10,  1833. 

JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 

Name  of  original  c 

ainiaat. 

Quantity, 
in  arpL-nts. 

400 

N'aturc  and  date  of  claim. 

By  wliom  granted. 

By  whom   surveyed,    date,    and 
situation. 

60 

Gabriel  Cerre 

Concession,  March 
15,  1789. 

Manuel  Perez .  .  . 

On   Graviiis,    two   leagues 

from  St.  Louis. 

Evidence  uith  reference  to  minutes  and  7'ccordf!. 

October  18,  1811. — Board  met.     Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Gabriel  Cerre,  claiming  400  arpents  of  land  .situate  on  the  river  Maramec,  (Gravoiw,)  district  nf  St. 
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Louis,  produces  a  coucessiou  iVom  Cliarlcs  D.  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  dated  August  13,  1199.     It 
is  the' opinion  of  the  board  tliat  tliis  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed.— (See  book  No.  5,  page  384.) 

Feb-nian/  8,  1833. — F.  R.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment,  having  been  authorized  by 
a  resolution  of  the  board  of  commissioners  of  the  1st  of  December  last  to  receive  evidence. 

Gabriel  Corre,  by  his  legal  representative,  Frederic  Dent,  claiming  ten  arpents  of  land  in  front  by 
fortv  arpents  in  depth,  (see  Livre  Terrein,  No.  4,  pages  21  and  22,)  for  general  notice,  see  record 
book  F,  page  346,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  certiDed  copy  of  a  concession  granted  by  Manuel 
Perez,  lieutenant  governor,  dated  March  15,  1789. 

Pascal  Cerre,  being  dul^'  sworn,  saith  that  he  is  acquainted  with  the  tract  mentioned  in  the  above 
concession;  that  it  was  granted  to  his  father  by  Manuel  Perez  in  the  year  1789;  that  in  the  beginning  of 
June,  1789  or  1790,  but  he  rather  thinks  it  was  in  1789,  his  father  had  two  ploughs  at  work  on  said  land, 
and  planted  a  cornfield,  which  was  not  fenced  in;  that  he  had  a  cabin  built  and  an  orchard  planted;  that 
he,  the  said  deponent,  planted  said  orchard  with  his  own  hands,  and  had  it  fenced  in,  and  had  grass 
mowed  on  said  land,  and  had  two  haystacks  made  in  the  enclosure  of  said  orchard;  that  his  father 
remained  in  possession  until  the  deponent's  mother  died,  when  a  division  of  the  property  took  })lace,  and 
the  said  land  fell  into  the  deponent's  hands;  that  now  he  has  no  kind  of  interest  in  said  property,  having 
sold  the  same  to  Abraham  Gallatin;  tiiat  said  land  was  surveyed  by  Antoinc  Soulard  under  the  Spanisli 
authorities. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  98.) 

3fai/  22,  1833, — F.  R.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

In  tiie  case  of  Gabriel  Cerre,  claiming  10  arpents  of  land  in  front  bj'  40  in  depth,  (see  page  98  of  this 
book,)  the  claimant  jn'oduces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  plat  of  survey,  signed  by  Jos.  C.  Brown,  and 
dated  February  13,  1822. 

Joseph  C.  Brciwn,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  plat  of  survey  presented  by  the  claimant  was  executed 
by  him  coiiformably  to  the  survey  he  made  of  said  land,  and  that  what  is  therein  stated  is  true. — (See  book 
No.  6,  page  1C9.)  " 

November  8,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Gabriel  Cerre,  claiming  400  arpents  of  land. — (See  pages  98  and  169  of  this  book.) 

The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  tliat  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  said  Gabriel  Cerre,  or 
his  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  page  308,  book  No.  6.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 


No.  61. — B.  Cousin,  claiming  899  ai'pents. 

To  Don.  Charles  DchauU  Dda>^HUii,Jieutenant  colonel  in  his  Calliolic  Majegly'a  armies  attached  to  the  stationary 
regiment  of  Louisiana,  and  lieutenant  governor  of  Upixr  Louisiana: 

P>artholomew  Cousin  humbly  supplicates,  and  has  the  honor  of  representing  to  you,  tliat,  since  he 
resided  in  Cape  Girardeau,  he  has  constantly  fulfilled  tlio  functions  of  interpreter  and  writer  of  Don  Lewis 
Lorimier,  commandant  of  said  post — duties  which  have  taken  up  the  best  part  of  his  time,  and  rendered 
his  presence  always  necessary,  in  a  settlement  whose  population  is  considerable,  aiid  composed  of  Ameri- 
cans. Convinced  of  the  equity  and  beneficence  of  the  government  which  he  has  the  honor  to  serve,  the 
petitioner  would  think  he  was  unjust  towards  himself  if  ho  neglected  any  longer  to  represent  the  need 
he  has  of  receiving  the  reward  of  his  services;  and,  with  a  confidence  inspired  by  a  legitimate  demand,  he 
now  applies  to  you,  sir,  in  order  that  you  may  be  pleased  to  take  his  prayer  into  consideration,  and  grant 
him  an  indemnification  proportionate  to  the  length  and  utility  of  his  services.  It  is  not  a  pecuniary 
gratification  which  the  petitioner  solicits;  his  desires  are  limited  to  obtain,  in  the  way  of  salary,  a  species 
of  property  which  the  government  has  made,  till  now,  the  object  of  gratuitous  liberality.  The  favor 
which  the  petitioner  desires  is  a  concession  of  six  thousand  arpents  in  superficie,  and  he  prays  you  to 
grant  to  him,  his  heirs,  or  assigns,  the  said  quantity  of  land,  on  a  vacant  part  of  this  district,  at  the 
distance  of  about  fifteen  miles  to  the  west  of  this  place,  on  the  forks  of  a  river  commonly  called  White 
Water,  «nd  to  order  that,  in  surveying  this  land,  there  shall  be  allowed  to  him  three-twentieths  on  the 
length  of  each  line,  on  account  of  the  roads,  (les  caux,)  creeks,  and  ponds,  the  unfertile  lands,  and  the 
loss  in  chaining,  occasioned  by  the  inequalities  of  the  land. 

The  petitioner  presumes  to  expect  this  favor  of  a  just  and  generous  governnient,  which  will  not  leave 
useful  services  without  their  reward;  and  he  shall  never  cease  to  pray  Heaven  for  the  preservation  of 
your  precious  life. 

B.  COUSIN. 

Cape  Gir.^rdf.au,  Octot)er  8,  1799. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  October  1.5,  1799. 

In  consequence  of  the  foregoing  demand  made  by  Don  Bartholomew  Cousin,  of  Cape  Girardeau,  and 
in  consideration  of  the  information  given  by  Don  Luis  Lorimier,  commandant  of  said  post;  and,  also,  in 
consideration  of  the  services  which  the  petitioner  has  rendered  in  fulfilling,  with  the  greatest  zeal,  the 
functions  of  interpreter  and  writer  in  the  aflairs  which  required  a  correspondence  with  the  ofBcers  of  the 
otlier  side,  belonging  to  the  United  States  of  America:  and,  also,  in  all  the  petitions,  requests,  and  other 
documents  in  demand  of  right  in  justice  from  tlie  inhabitants  of  said  Cape  Girardeau,  wlio  are  almost  all 
Americans;  in  which  laborious  work  he  has  been  employed  by  the  said  Don  Luis  Lorimier,  all  of  which 
is  to  nie  evident  and  notorious,  I  have  determined  to  grant  him  the  favor  which  he  asks,  and  I  do  grant  to 
him  and  his  successors  the  quantity  of  six  thousand  arpents  of  land  in  superficie,  in  tlie  way  of  reward 
for  the  above-mentioned  services  wliicli  he  rendered  very  faithfully,  and  with  the  greatest  disinterested- 
ness. Therefore,  the  surveyor  of  this  Upper  Louisiana,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  interested  in 
possession  of  six  thousand  arpents  in  superficie,  which  he  solicits,  in  the  place  designated  in  his  demand. 
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and  with  the  alliiwancc  of  thrfc-twentietlis,  n-hich  are  fo  he  deducled  on  the  length  of  eaeh  line,  (que  lian  do 
ser  i-ebajados  sobro  lo  largo  dc  oada  liiioa,)  in  order  that  he  may  enjoy  arnl  dis|iose  of"  tliis  couce.ssiou  as 
being  liis  own  property; 


and  tlie  survey  being  executed,  the  ccjrresponding  ccrtilicato  sliall  be  delivered 
to  him    in  urder  to  serve  to  obtain  the  tiile  of  ooiieessit)u  in  furm  from  the  competent  authority. 

CARLOS  DEIIAULT  DELASSUS. 

AVe,  commandant  of  the  post  of  Cape  Girardeau  iif  lllimiis,  f(ir  his  Catlmlic  ^Majesty,  have  the  honor 
to  inform  the  lieutenant  governor  that  the  petitioner,  since  he  has  resided  in  this  place,  has  been  con- 
stantly employed  b^y  us  in  the  capacity  of  public  scrivener  and  interiu-eter  of  tlie  French,  English,  and 
Spanish  languages — functions  which  the  population  of  this  settlement  has  rendered  indispensable,  and 
whicli  the  jietitioner  has  always  fulfilled  witli  a  great  deal  of  assiduity,  faithfulness,  and  exactness.  For 
these  reasons  we  arc  led  now  to  recommend  him  to  the  l>eneficcuco  of  tlie  government,  and  do  certify  that 
the  land  for  which  he  asks  a  concession  is  a  part  of  his  Majesty's  domain. 

L.  LORIMIER. 

Cape  Giraede.vu,  Oetober  8,  1199. 


Truly  translated  from  book  D,  page  314,  iif  record 


in  this  office.     St.  Louis,  November  13,  1833. 

JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 


61 


Name  of  original  claimant,  i  Quantity, 
in  arpents 


Bartlioli  ■mew  Cousin. 


899, 
balance 
of", 935. 


Nature  and  date  of  claim. 


Concession,   October 
15,   1799. 


By  wliom  granted.     Dy 


Carlos  Dehault 
Delassus. 


wliom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 


Antonio  Soulard,  December 

8,  1801. 
Certified  bv  him  March  1, 

1802. 
Fourteen  miles  W.NW.  of 

Cape  Girardeau. 


Eridenee  icith  nference  lo  minidcs  and  recai-ds. 

Augud  30,  1806. — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  The  Hon.  John  B.  C.  Lucas 
Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  James  L.  Donaldson,  es(]. 

Bartholomew  Cousin,  claiming  6,000  arpents  of  land  situate  on  the  river  White  AVatcr,  district  of 
Cape  Girardeau,  produces  a  concession  from  Charles  D.  Delassus,  dated  the  15th  of  October,  1799,  and  a 
survey  of  the  same  taken  the  8th  of  December,  1801,  and  certified  the  1st  of  March,  1802,  the  same  being- 
granted  as  a  compensation  to  claimant  for  his  service  to  government.  Claimant  produces  also  a  letter 
from  Charles  D.  Delassus,  the  lieutenant  governor,  dated  the  15th  of  October,  1799,  wherein  he  acknowl- 
edges his  claim  to  the  generosity  and  benevolence  of  the  Spanish  government  for  the  many  services  he 
had  rendered  the  cotmtry  since  his  arrival  in  the  same,  showing  a  disposition  to  do  more  for  him  when 
occasiiin  should  ofl'er,  and  promising  to  procure  him  the  appointment  of  inter|ireter  to  the  district  of  Cape 
Girardeau,  with  a  fixed  salary  annexed  to  the  same;  an  oflicial  letter  from  the  same  to  the  governor 
general,  dated  the  25th  June,  1802,  wherein,  after  reciting  the  service  rendered  by  claimant  to  govern- 
ment, he  recommends  him  to  said  governor;  and,  lastly,  another  official  letter  from  the  same  to  claimant, 
wherein  he  dispenses  him  (as  far  as  in  his  power)  with  a  com]iliance  with  the  fourth  article  of  the 
regulations,  to  wit,  settlement  and  inhabitation;  said  letter  dated  20th  March,  1803. 

Anthony  Soulard,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  above  claimant  was  employed  by  governirient  as 
interpreter  of  the  English  language  to  Louis  Lorimier,  commandant  of  that  district;  that  the  object  of 
government  was  to  extend  the  settlement  of  said  district  to  the  river  St.  Francis;  that  Zenon  Trudeau, 
whose  favorite  claimant  was,  had  recommended  him  to  Delassus;  that  some  time  after,  having  shown  a 
desire  to  move  from  said  district,  Delassus  persuaded  him  to  remain  and  promised  him  an  office  with  some 
salaries  annexed  to  the  same,  together  with  other  compensations,  for  liis  former  service  to  government. 
The  board  reject  this  claim,  and  remark  that  tliey  are  satisfied  that  the  said  concession  was  granted  at 
the  time  the  same  bears  date. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  512.) 

JLfi/  25,  1809. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  anil  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Bartholomew  Cousin,  claiming  6,000  arpents  of  land  situate  on  AVhite  Water,  district  of  Cape 
Girardeau.     Laid  over  for  decision. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  70.) 

March  9,  1810. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Bartholomew  Cousin,  claiming  6,000  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  512;  book  No.  4, 
page  70.)  On  the'  motion  of  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  commissioner,  as  follows,  to  wit:  Whereas  it  appears  in 
the  minutes  of  the  former  board  that  the  said  board  have  remarked  that  they  are  satisfied  that  the  said 
concession  was  granted  at  the  time  the  same  bears  date,  and  inasmuch  as  it  does  not  appear  that  any 
suggestion  fif  fraud  and  antedate  was  made,  either  by  the  agent  of  the  United  States  or  any  of  tlie 
members  of  the  board,  which  lieing  the  case,  shows  that  no  question  did  exist  before  the  said  board  as  to 
fraud  or  antedate  to  which  this  decision,  by  way  of  remark,  can  apply;  and  whereas  any  decision, 
without  question,  is  in  itself  preposterous  and  might  be  considered  as  officious:  Therefore,  resolved,  that 
this  remark  and  decision  be  rescinded.  A  question  being  taken  on  the  motion,  it  was  negatived.  And 
on  the  question  lieing  taken  on  the  claim,  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought 
not  to  be  confirmed. 

Board  adjourned  till  Monday  next,  9  o'clock  a.  ni. 

JOHN  B.  C.  LUCAS. 
CLEMENT  B.  PENROSE. 

(Sec  book  No.  4,  page  294  ) 

October  11,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  Lewis  F.  Linn,  W.  U[ii.lyke, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 
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Bartholomew  Cousin,  claiming  "7,935  arpents  of  land,  of  which  1,056  arpents  have  been  confirmed. 
(For  confirmation,  see  Bates's  report,  (decision,)  page  67.  For  record  of  claim,  see  book  B,  page  31-4; 
minutes,  book  No.  1,  page  512;  book  No.  4,  pages  70  and  299.) 

Xovembcr  8,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Bartholomew  Cousin,  claimiiig  899  arpents  of  land,  it  being  the  balance  of  7,935  arpents,  of  which 
7,056  have  been  confirmed. — (See  page  20  of  this  book.)  The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this 
claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Bartholomew  Cousin,  or  his  legal  representatives,  according  to 
the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  308.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

P.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  62. — J.  St.  VR.iix,  claiming  4,000  arpents. 

Don  Carlos  Dehaull  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Louisiana: 

Sir:  Don  Santiago  do  St.  Vrain,  captain  of  militia,  commander  of  his  Majesty's  galley  Latieche,  has 
the  honor  to  represent  to  you  that,  having  a  numerous  familv,  he  would  wish  to  obtain  of  the  goodness  of 
this  government  a  tract  of  land  upon  which  he  may  collect  his  family  and  keep  it  near  him,  referring  you, 
in  this  particular,  to  the  orders  which  my  lord  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  governor  general  of  these  prov- 
inces, &c.,  has  passed  to  the  lieutenant  governor  of  this  Upper  Louisiana,  by  which  he  is  enjoined  to  give 
lands  to  Mr.  Deluziere,  and  to  his  children,  as  soon  as  they  arrive,  and  according  to  their  means;  therefore, 
sir,  the  petitioner  prays  you  to  grant  to  him  four  thousand  arpents  of  land  in  superficie,  to  be  taken  on 
the  vacant  lands  of  the  King's  domain.  The  petitioner  prays  you  to  permit  him  to  have  the  said  land 
surveyed  in  the  manner  which  will  appear  most  advantageous  to  his  interest,  and  most  suitable  to  his 
intention  of  distributing  the  said  land  among  his  children,  as  soon  as  they  are  old  enough  to  settle  them- 
selves. The  zeal  and  activity  which  the  petitioner  has  alwaj's  shown  for  the  service  of  his  Majesty 
incline  him  to  hope  that  he  will  obtain  this  favor  of  your  justice. 

SANTL\GO  DE  ST.  VRAIN. 

St.  Louis,  November  17,  1799. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  November  18,  1799. 

Having  examined  the  foregoing  petition,  and  by  virtue  of  the  orders  of  the  Baron  de  Carondelet, 
formerly  governor  of  these  provinces,  dated  May  8,  1793,  who  enjoins  "  to  give  to  each  son  of  Don  Pedro 
Carlos  Delassus  concessions  according  to  his  means." 

Being  convinced  that  the  quantity  which  he  solicits  is  in  accordance  with  his  means;  considering, 
also,  that'he  is  entitled  to  this  favor  on  account  of  his  good  services  since  he  has  been  employed  in  his 
Majesty's  small  squadron  of  galleys,  I  do  grant  to  him  the  four  thousand  arpents  in  superficie,  which  he 
solicits  for  him  and  his  heirs,  in  order  that  he  may  distribute  them,  as  he  states,  among  his  children;  and 
the  surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  party  interested  in  possession  of  the  said  quantity,  in 
the  place  which  will  be  chosen  by  the  petitioner  on  the  domain  of  his  Majesty,  without  prejudice  to  any- 
body; and  he  shall  make  a  proces  verbal  of  his  survey  in  continuation,  in  order  to  serve  said  petitioner 
to  solicit  the  title  in  form  from  the  intendant,  to  whom  corresponds,  by  royal  order,  the  granting  and  dis- 
tributing all  classes  of  lands  of  the  royal  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 


Don  Anlonio  Soulard,  surveyor  general  of  the  settlements  of  Uppjer  Louisiana: 

I  do  certify  that  a  tract  of  land  of  four  thousand  arpents  in  superficie  was  measured,  the  lines  run 
and  bounded,  in  favor  and  in  presence  of  Don  Santiago  de  St.  Vrain.  Said  measurement  was  taken  with 
the  perch  of  the  city  of  Paris,  of  eighteen  French  feet,  lineal  measure  of  the  same  city,  conformably  to 
the  agrarian  measure  of  this  province.  These  lands  are  situated  at  about  fifty  miles  north  of  St.  Louis, 
and  bounded  to  the  N.NW.  by  lands  of  John  Baptist  Desgroseillers;  S.SB.  by  lands  of  various  proprietors; 
E.NE.  by  lands  of  Albert  Tison;  and  W.SW.  by  the  river  Cuivre.  Said  survey  and  measurement  was 
executed  without  regard  to  the  variation  of  the  needle,  which  is  7°  30'  E.,  as  it  is  evident  by  referring  to 
the  foregoing  figurative  plat,  on  which  are  noted  the  dimensions,  direction  of  the  lines,  and  other  boun- 
daries, &c.  This  survey  was  executed  by  virtue  of  the  decree  of  the  lieutenant  governor  and  sub-delegate 
of  the  royal  fisc,  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  November  18,  1799,  here  annexed.  In  testimony 
whereof,  I  do  give  the  present,  with  the  foregoing  figurative  plat,  drawn  conformably  to  the  survey 
executed  by  the  deputy-  surveyor,  Mr.  James  Rankin,  on  the  14th  February,  1804,  who  signed  on  the 
minutes,  which  I  do  certify. 

ANTONIO  SOULARD,  Surveyor  General. 


St.  Louis  of  Iliixois,  March  5,  1804. 

Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  January  5,  1833. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN,  T.  B.  C. 
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No. 


62 


Name  of  original  claimant. 


Jacques  St.  Vrain,  by  Jolin 
MuUrtiiph}-,  as  assig-iieo,  and 
likewise  eiit'd  by  St.  Vraiu's 
cliililren,  claiiiiiiip,'  the  same 
as  their  property'  iimler  tlie 
concession. 


Quantity, 
Hi  arjientt; 


4,000 


Nature  anil  date  of 
claim. 


Concession,  Nov. 
18,  17119. 


Dy  whom  grauled. 


('arlos  Dehauit 
Delassns. 


By  whom  suvvcyi'il,  date,  and 
eit  nation. 


Jas.  IJankin,  deputy  sur- 
vey, n-,  Feb.  14,  1804. 
Certified  by  Souhird, 
.March  f.,  "1804.  On 
Cuivre  river,  5'!  niih's 
north  of  St.  Louis. 


Eridencc  v:ith  rc/crc/fcc  lu  minuli't;  and  rrconls. 

May  3,  1806. — The  buanl  met  ag-reealily  to  adjournment,  rresent:  The  Ilnn.  John  B.  C.  Lucas, 
Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  James  L.  Donaldson,  esq. 

John  Mullanphy,  assignee  of  Jacqno  St.  Vrain,  claiming'  4,000  arpents  of  land  situate  <>u  tlie  river 
Cuivre,  district  of  St.  Charles,  produces  a  concession  from  Cliarles  D.  Delassus,  dated  November  18,  1799; 
a  survey  of  the  same,  dated  February  14,  1804,  and  certified  March  5,  1804;  and  a  deed  of  transfer  of  the 
same,  from  the  said  Jacque  St.  Vrain  to  the  claimant,  dated  November  12,  1804. 

Marie  P.  Le  Due,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  aforesaid  concession  is  liis  own  handwriting; 
that  he  arrived  at  St.  Louis  on  the  22d  November,  1799,  and  was  on  his  way  from  New  Madrid  at  the 
time  the  same  bears  date;  tliat  about  eight  or  ten  days  after  his  arrival  he  entered  with  Jlr.  Delassus  as 
his  secretary;  that,  when  with  Delassus  in  that  capacity,  he  was  in  the  habit  of  writing  decrees  or  con- 
cessions; that  he  wrote  several  in  1800-'l-'2,  and  was  there  informed  by  the  lieutenant  governor  that  such 
had  been  promised  some  time  towards  the  latter  end  of  1799,  and  tliey  were  accordingly  dated  of  tiiat 
date.  Being  asked  whether  he  had  any  decrees  or  concessions  in  1803,  bearing  date  prior  to  October  1, 
1800,  answered,  he  did  not  recollect  he  had.  He  furtiier  said  that  petitions  would  remain  sometimes  with 
the  lieutenant  governor  before  he  gave  his  decrees  thereon,  and  that  Jacque  St.  Vrain  was  for  about  ten 
years  captain  of  a  galley  up  the  Mississippi. 

Lewis  Lebeaume,  being  also  sworn,  saj's  that  he  believes  the  petition  annexed  to  the  aforesaid  con- 
cession to  be  his  handwriting,  and  that  he  did,  about  the  time  the  same  bears  date,  write  one  for  him  for 
the  same  quantity  of  arpents;  that  he  saw  the  aforesaid  concession  in  the  possession  of  the  said  Jacque 
St.  Vrain  some  time  about  October  or  November,  1800,  when  he,  the  said  St.  Vrain,  was  preparing  to 
send  the  same  down  to  New  Orleans  to  have  his  title  completed.  St.  Vrain  is  brother  to  the  lieutenant 
governor,  Delassus,  and  holds  no  other  claim  of  that  quantity  of  land.  The  board  reject  this  claim. — (See 
book  No.  1,  page  271.) 

November  15,  1819. — Board  met.     Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  commissioners. 

Jiijni  Mullanphy,  assignee  of  Jacque  St.  Vrain,  claiming  4,000  arpents  of  land  situate  on  the  Cuivre, 
in  the  district  of  St.  Charles. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  271.)  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim 
ought  to  be  confirmed. — (See  boiik  No.  4,  page  193.) 

December  19,  1832. — F.  It.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Jacque  de  St.  Vrain,  by  his  legal  representative,  John  Mullanph_y,  claiming  4,000  arpents  of  land, 
(see  book  of  records  A,  pages  18  and  19;  minutes  No.  1,  pages  271  and  272;  No.  4,  page  193,)  produces 
a  paper  purporting  to  bo  an  original  concession  from  Dehauit  Delassus,  dated  November  IS,  1799;  also, 
a  plat  and  certilicate  of  survey,  dated  Marcii  5,  1804,  by  A.  S^ulard;   also,  deeds  of  conveyance. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  in  the  proper  hand- 
writing of  tlie  said  Carlos  Dehauit  Delassus,  and  that  the  signature  to  the  plat  and  certificate  nf  survey  is 
in  the  handwriting  of  A.  Soulard. — (Book  Nci.  6,  page  89.) 

Aprd  17,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjuurnment.  Present:  A.  U.  Harrison,  F.  R.  Conway, 
commissioners. 

In  the  case  of  St.  Vrain,  claiming  4,000  arpents  of  land,  see  page  89  of  this  bonk. 

Albert  Tison,  duly  sworn,  says  that  at  the  time  the  cnncession  fVir  the  said  tract  of  4,000  arpents  of 
land  was  granted  to  said  St.  Vrain  he  had  four  children  living,  to  wit:  Cliarles,  Felix,  Odille,  and  Ceran. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

A.  G.  IIAIJPJSON. 
F.  K.  CONWAY. 

(See  book  No.  0,  page  156.) 

October  17,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  A.  G.  Harrison,  F.  1!.  Conway, 
commissioners. 

Jacque  de  St.  Vraiu's  children,  claiming  4,000  arpents  of  land,  under  the  same  concession  produced 
by  John  Mullanphy,  (see  page  89  of  this  book,)  it  being  the  same  tract  of  land  claimed  by  said  Mullanphy, 
as  assignee. 

Albert  Tison,  duly  sworn,  says  that  at  the  time  the  concession  for  the  said  tract  of  4,000  arpents  of 
land  was  granted  to  the  said  St.  Vrain  he  had  four  children,  to  wit:  Charles,  Felis,  Odille,  and  Ceran; 
that  said  St.  Vrain  had  altogether  nine  children,  of  whom  eight  are  now  alive,  to  wit:  Charles,  Ceran, 
Odille,  Isabelle,  Savigny,  Domitille,  Emma,  and  Marcelin,  and  Felix,  who  died  last  year,  leaving  a  widow 
and  four  children;  that  at  his  death  said  St.  Vrain  was  insolvent;  that  said  St.  Vrain  sold  said  tract  of 
land  to  John  Mullanphy  for  12i  cents  an  arpent,  and  received  in  payment  goods  at  an  enormous  price. 
The  witness  verily  believes  that  said  Mullanphy  did  not  give  more  in  real  value  for  said  land  than  2  cents 
an  arpent;  that  said  St.  Vrain  was  not  obliged  to  sell  the  said  tract  of  land  for  the  support  of  his  children, 
but  did  it,  unfortunately,  to  suit  his  own  purposes;  that  he  was  not  authorized  by  any  authorities  to  sell 
said  property. 

Claimants,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the  Spanish  government  had  made  concessions  to  the  said 
Jacque  de  St.  Vrain,  without  any  stipulations  in  favnr  of  his  children,  refer  to  the  following  concessions: 
One  for  3,250  arpents,  dated  in  1799,  survej'ed  in  1801;  another  far  900  arpents,  being  a  complete  grant 
made  by  Morales,  dateil  April  22,  1802;  aiid,  tliirdly,  one  for  10,000  arpents,  dateil  in"  1796.— (See' book 
No.  6,  page  274.) 


808 


PUBLIC    LANDS. 


[No.  1113. 


November  i,  1833. — The  bo;iid  met  pursuant  to  adJDurnrnent.  Present:  L.  ¥.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  coniniissioners. 

Jacquc  St.  Yrain,  claimino-  4,000  arpents  of  land. — (See  jjages  89,  15G,  and  274,  of  this  book.)  The 
board  are  luianimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ougdit  to  bo  confirmed  to  the  said  Jacqiie  St.  Vrain,  or 
his  leo-al  representatives,  according-  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  308.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  63. — Antonio  Soul.\rd,  claiming  204  arpents  48  perches. 
To  the  Lieutenant  Governor: 

Antonio  Soulard,  captain  of  militia,  surveyor  general  of  Upper  Louisiana,  and  adjutant  interim  of 
this  post,  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  j'ou  that,  wishing  to  increase  his  means  by  living  iu  a  secure  and 
economical  rural  way,  in  order  to  be  able  to  support  his  family,  he  has  in  view  a  tract  of  vacant  land  of 
about  14  arpents  in  front  by  about  15  in  depth,  situated  to  the  south  of  this  town,  opposite  to  the  piece 
of  land  asked  for  in  augmentation  by  Don  Gabriel  Cerre,  father-in-law  of  the  petitioner,  and  which  you  have 
been  pleased  to  grant  him.  Tlie  said  tract  of  land  to  be  bounded  north  by  lands  adjoining  this  town, 
south  of  the  mill  creek,  south  and  east  by  vacant  lands  of  the  royal  domain,  and  west  by  a  public  road 
of  eighty  feet  in  width,  which  leads  from  this  town  to  the  village  of  Carondelet,  and  which  divides  the 
land  of  Gabriel  Cerre  from  that  solicited  by  the  petitioner;  therefore,  the  petitioner  supplicates  you  to 
condescend  to  grant  to  him  the  said  tract  of  land,  in  remuneration  of  his  zeal  and  of  the  services  he  has 
rendered  with  the  greatest  care  and  attenlion  for  several  years  without  any  salary  or  emolument  what- 
soever; and,  as  the  enclosing  of  lands  to  cultivate  in  connnon  is  abolished,  and  thereby  all  right  to  lands 
in  community  annulled,  he  is  confident  that  there  shall  be  no  obstacles  to  the  attainment  of  the  favor  which 
he  solicits.  And  lie  further  prays  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  allow  him  the  time  necessary  (according  to 
the  smallness  of  his  means)  to  effect  his  settlement  on  the  above-mentioned  place. 

ANTONIO  SOULARD. 

St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  Augud  7,  1798. 


Beins 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  August  1,  1798. 
convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  inconveniences  related  by  the  petitioner,  and  in  consideration  of 


the  zeal  which  he  has  always  manifested  for  the  service  of  his  Majesty,  and  for  which  he  deserves  the 
greatest  consideration,  the  said  surveyor  of  these  settlements,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  survey  for  him- 
self the  land  which  he  solicits,  giving  to  the  same  the  boundaries  which  he  asks  for;  and  he  shall  take  his 
own  certilicate  of  the  dimensions  and  boundaries  which  surround  it,  in  order  to  serve  in  soliciting  the 
concession  from  the  governor  general  of  the  province. 

ZENON  TRUDEAU. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  February  21,  1833. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


Don  Antonio  Soulard,  surveyor  general  of  Upper  Louisiana. 

St.  Louis  OF  Illinois,  January  20,  1800. 
I  do  certify  that  on  the  20th  of  January  of  this  present  year,  by  virtue  of  the  decree,  here  annexed,  of 
the  lieutenant  governor,  Don  Zenon  Trudeau,  dated  7th  August,  1798,  I  went  on  my  land  in  order  to  sur- 
vey the  same,  conformably  to  my  petition  for  14  arpents  and  2  perches  in  front  by  15  arpents  in  depth,  or 
204  arpents  48  perches  in  superticie;  which  measurement  was  taken  in  my  presence,  as  owner,  and  in  the 
presence  of  the  adjoining  neighbors,  with  the  perch  of  Paris,  of  18  feet  in  length,  according  to  the  custom 
adopted  in  this  province  of  Louisiana,  and  without  regard  to  the  variation  of  the  needle,  which  is  7°  30' 
E.,  as  it  is  evinced  by  the  foregoing  figurative  plat;  said  land  is  situated  in  the  part  marked  A,  at  about 
93  perches  to  the  north,  7^°  east  of  the  south  tower  of  this  town,  and  bounded  on  its  four  sides  as  follows: 
north  by  the  piece  of  vacant  land  next  to  the  mill  creek;  south  iu  part  by  vacant  lands  of  the  roj'al  domain, 
by  a  cross  road,  and  by  lands  of  Joseph  Brazeau;  east  by  the  road  going  from  St.  Louis  to  the  village  of 
Carondelet,  and  by  lands  of  Gabriel  Cerre;  and  west  by  vacant  lands  of  the  royal  domain;  and  in  order 
that  it  shall  be  available  according  to  law,  I  do  give  myself  the  present  certificate,  with  the  foregoing 
figurative  plat,  on  which  are  designated  the  dimensions  and  the  natural  and  artificial  limits  which  surround 
said  land. 

ANTONIO  SOULARD,  Surveyor  General. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  February  21,  1833. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 


63 


Name  of  original  claimant. 


Antoine  Soulard . 


Quantity,  in 
arpents. 


204  and  48 
perches. 


Nature  and  date  of  cliiim. 


Concession,  August  7, 
1798. 


By  whom  granted. 


Zenon  Trudeau. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
eituation. 


Antonio  Soulard;  sur- 
veyed and  certified  Jan- 
Jaiiuary  20,  1800;  93 
perches  south  of  St. 
Louis. 
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Evidcnre  v:ilh  yi'J'ercKce  lo  mi  null's  and  records. 

December  16,  I813.--Aiitoiiio  Soulartl,  claiiniug'  50  arpeiits  9  perches  of  laud  situate  lielow  near  the  town 
of  St.  Louis.  Produces  notice;  also  concession  f^-oni  Zenou  Trudeau,  dated  Aug'ust  7,  1798,  for  14  l)y  15 
arpeiits;  a  phit  and  certificate  of  surve^y  of  204  arpcnts  48  perches,  January  20,  1800;  a  certificuto  from 
Carlos  Howard,  lieutenant  colonel  of  regiment  of  Louisiana,  and  military  commandant,  dated  August  1, 
1797.  The  difference  between  the  claim  and  the  concession  abandoned,  as  lying  within  the  claim  of  the 
people  for  conuiiona. 

James  Mackay,  duly  sworn,  says  that  tlie  cirncession  alleged  as  the  l.iasis  of  this  claim  was  made,  as 
stated,  b3'  Z.  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor,  to  claimant;  that  some  time  thereafter  witness  assisted  claimant 
to  run  the  lines  of  the  said  tract. — (See  next  page.) 

December  17,  1813. — Antoine  Soulard,  claiming  56  arpeiits  of  laud,  as  stated  yesterday. 

Jacque  (Jlamorgan,  duly  sworn,  says  that  Zenon  Trudeau,  late  lieutenant  governor,  did  grant  to 
claimant  a  tract  of  land  on  the  westerly  part  of  claimant's  tract,  below  and  near  the  town  of  St.  Louis, 
and  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road  from  the  present  residence  of  claimant,  but  knows  not  the  quantity. 
Witness  knows  further,  that  when  Zenon  Trudeau  came  to  the  country  as  lieutenant  governor,  he  did 
promise  said  tract  of  land  to  the  present  wife  of  claimant,  then  unmarried;  and  it  was  in  fulfillment  of  this 
promise  that  the  grant  was  afterwards  made  to  her  husband. — (See  recorder's  minutes,  pages  80  and  81; 
B.'s  Dechsions,  33.) 

February  18,  1833. — F.  1!.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment,  having-  been  auth(prized, 
by  a  resolutiim  of  the  board  of  commissioners  of  the  1st  December  last,  to  receive  evidence. 

Antoine  Soulard,  by  liis  legal  representatives,  claiming  "204  arpeiits  48  perches. — (See  book  F,  pages 
244,  245,  and  256;  recorder's  minutes,  pages  80  ami  SI.)  Claimant  further  refers  to  bo(dv  B,  pages  486, 
487,  and  488,  in  order  to  show  that  the  claim  for  the  common  of  St.  Louis  does  n"t  interfere  with  this 
claim.  Produces  a  paper  pur[)orting  to  be  a  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  dated  August  7,  1798;  also 
a  plat  of  survey  by  Antoine  Soulard,  dated  Januaiy  20,  1800,  and  certified  same  day. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  in  the  true  handwriting 
of  the  said  Zenon  Trudeau;  and  that  the  signature  to  the  plat  and  certiticattMif  survey  is  the  proper 
handwriting  of  Antoine  Soulard.  Deponent  further  says  that  he  informed  Mr.  S'lulard  that  in  case  In; 
would  aljandon  the  part  of  his  claim  which  was  included  in  the  common  of  St.  Louis,  Jfr.  Bates  would 
confirm  the  balance  of  said  claim;  thereupon  Soulard  called  on  Mr.  Bates  and  made  the  abandonment, 
upon  which  Bates  confirmed  the  part  of  said  claim  which  lies  east  of  the  common;  and  at  the  same  time 
Soulard,  as  agent  for  Mackay,  made  the  same  abandonment  on  Mackay's  claim;  and  that  since  that  time 
Soulard  told  the  deponent  that  Mackay  disapproved  of  the  said  abandonment,  and  that  he,  the  said  depo- 
nent, never  acted  as  agent  for  Mackay  in  said  claim;  that  he  does  not  know  that  Soulard  ever  was  author- 
ized by  Mackay  to  make  said  abandonment  ;  tliat  since  the  time  of  said  abandonment  Mackay 
remained  as  ostensible  owner  ami  claimant  of  said  land,  that  he  built  thereon  a  house,  and  lived  and 
died  in  it. 

The  deponent  further  says  that  what  he  understands  by  these  claims  interfering  with  the  common  of 
St.  Louis,  is  the  part  of  said  claim  included  in  the  survey  of  said  common,  made  by  ilaekay  in  1806,  as 
recorder.  Deponent  believes  that  Mackay  and  Soulard  paid  taxes  on  the  said  lands  until  1820,  and  that 
the  part  of  Mackay's  claim  which  was  not  confirmed  was  sold  under  an  execution  as  being  the  property 
of  said  Mackay. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  103.) 

November  8,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  (i.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Antoine  Soulard,  claiming  204  arpents  48  perches  of  land. — (See  page  103  of  this  book.)  Tlie  board 
are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Antoine  Soulard.  or  his  legal 
representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  309.) 

Conflicting  claim. — Said  to  conflict  with  the  commons  of  St.  Louis. 

A.  G    nAUKISt)N. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  n.  CONWAY. 


No.  64. — PiEUKE  Del.^s.^l's  Dei.czierf:,  claimimj  7,056  arpenU. 

To  Don  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor  of  the  western  2Mrt  of  Illinois,  &c.: 

Pierre  Carlos  Dchault,  knight,  lord  of  Delassus,  Deluzieres,  and  knight  of  the  great  cross  of  the  royal 
order  of  St.  Michael,  residing  in  New  B(nirbon,  dependency  of  the  post  of  St.  Genevieve,  has  the  honor  to 
represent  that  when  he  was  at  the  city  of  New  Orleans  in  May,  1793,  he  resolved  to  come  up  in  the 
Illinois  country,  on  the  positive  assurance  given  to  him  by  his  lordship  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  governor 
general  of  Louisiana,  that  he  would  order  and  authorize  you  to  grant  him  a  tract  of  land  for  the  exclu- 
sive exploration  of  lead  mines,  and  of  a  sufficient  and  convenient  extent  for  said  exploration,  provided  it 
should  not  be  formally  granted  to  another;  which  warranty  and  assurances  of  the  government  are  to  be 
found  formally  expressed  in  a  letter  here  subjoined,  and  directed  to  your  petitioner  by  the  said  baron, 
under  the  date  of  May  8,  1793,  and  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  assure  me  was  exactly  conformable 
to  the  official  letter  you  received  on  that  subject  from  the  governor  general.  The  long  and  cruel  disease 
which  your  petitioner  experienced  on  his  arrival  in  Illinois,  in  August,  1793,  the  hostile  throats  of  an  inva- 
sion on  the  part  of  the  French  against  this  country  some  short  time  after,  the  orders  j-ou  gave  to  th(! 
inhabitants  not  to  go  any  distance  from  their  post,  and  the  care  and  trouble  which,  to  your  knowledge,  I 
have  taken  in  that  time  to  countenance  the  wise  and  efficacious  means  you  had  taken  so  successfully  in 
putting  the  posts  of  Illinois  in  a  state  of  defence  in  case  of  an  attack,  of  which  care,  endeavor,  and  zeal 
on  my  part  his  lordship  Louis  de  las  Casas,  captain  general  of  Havana,  being  infijrmed,  I  received  from 
him  a  letter  bearing  date  May  20,  1794,  by  which  he  gives  me  the  most  honorable  evidence  of  his  satis- 
faction, as  appears  by  copy  of  said  letter  here  subjoined;  that  the  occurrence  of  several  circumstances 
having  hindered  your  petitioner  to  make  a  search  of  a  tract  of  land  containing  lead  mineral,  he  now,  with 
the  assistance  of  his  children  and  son-indaw,  and   persons  acquainted  with    the  country,  visited   a    placi' 
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situated  on  one  of  the  brandies  of  river  St.  Fran<;ois,  called  Gaboiiry,  m  the  district  of  St.  Genevieve, 
and  about  twelve  leagues  from  this  post,  which  has  not  been  yet  granted,  makes  part  of  the  King's 
domain  and  where  it  is  ascertained  some  mineral  had  been  anciently  dug;  besides,  the  external  and  inter- 
nal appearances,  according  to  mineralogical  principles,  indicate  that  the  spot  contains  lead  mineral, 
therefore  your  petitioner  lias  resolved  to  try  in  that  place  a  regular  exploration  of  a  lead  mine;  he  is  so 
much  induced  to  prosecute  such  an  undertaking,  that  he  expects  the  arrival  of  his  eldest  son,  now  emi- 
grated in  Germany,  who  is  well  learned  in  minoral.igy,  having  studied  it  particularly,  and  having  been 
en'o-ao-ed  in  a  similar  branch  in  Europe  with  your  petitioner,  and  will  be  very  useful  in  exploring  and  con- 
ducting the  one  now  solicited.  Your  petitioner  flatters  himself  that  you  will  not  refuse  to  give  this  con- 
cession the  extent  of  a  league  square,  in  order  to  secure  the  necessary  fuel  for  the  melting  of  the  mineral 
and  other  necessaries.  Under  these  considerations,  your  petitioner  humbly  prays  you,  sir,  that  in  con- 
formity to  the  intentions  of  the  government,  manifested  in  the  subjoined  letter,  of  which  you  have  been 
notified  by  the  governor  general  himself,  you  will  be  pleased  to  grant  for  himself,  his  heirs,  and  assigns, 
in  full  jiroperty,  the  concession  of  a  league  square  of  land  situated  on  said  branch  of  river  St.  Fran9ois, 
called  Gabouryi  in  the  district  of  St.  Genevieve,  with  the  exclusive  right  to  explore  the  lead  mines  in  the 
same,  and  to  cultivate  and  raise  cattle  on  the  said  land  if  necessary;  in  so  doing,  your  petitioner  will 

ever  pray.  DELASSUS  DELUZIERES. 

New  Bourbon,  3Iarch  3,  119.^. 


St.  Genevievve,  Illinois,  March  10,  1195. 
We,  the  commandant  of  said  post,  do  inform  the  lieutenant  governor  that  the  concession  demanded 
in  the  w'ithin  petition  is  part  of  the  King's  domain,  and  has  not  been  granted  to  any  body,  and  that  its 
extent,  fixed  to  a  league  square,  is  indispensable  and  necessary  to  secure  the  timber  for  the  melting  of 

mineral  and  other  necessary  supply. 

FRAiVCOIS  VALUE. 


[Letter.] 
To  Zenon  Trudeau: 

The  knight,  Don  Pierre  Dehault  Delassus,  has  entered  into  a  contract  with  this  inteiidancy  to  deliver 
yearly,  during  the  term  of  five  years,  thirty  thousand  pounds  of  lead  in  balls  or  bars.  In  order  that  he 
may  comply  with  his  contract,  your  worship  will  put  him  in  possession  of  the  land  he  may  solicit  for  the 
exploration,  benefit,  and  enjoyment  of  the  mines;  for  which  purpose  he  is  to  present  a  memorial,  directed 
to  me,  and  which  your  worship  will  transmit,  that  I  may  give  him  the  corresponding  decree  of  concession, 
being  understood  "that,  in  the  mean  time,  your  worship  will  put  him  in  possession.  God  preserve  your 
worship  many  years. 

EL  BARON  DE  CARONDELET. 

New  Orleans,  ^lay  1,  1793. 


[Letter.] 
Mr.  Dehault  Delassus  : 

I  send  you  back  the  primitive  titles  of  the  concession  granted  to  Mr.  Francois  Valid,  of  St.  Genevieve, 
who  transferred  it  to  Mr.  Dodge,  one  moiety  of  which  this  last  ceded  to  Mr.  Tardiveau,  who  made  a  gift 
of  it  to  you,  together  with  the  approbation  and  visa  you  desired.  By  this  opportunity  I  write  to  Mr. 
Zenon  Trudeau  to  grant  you  the  land  where  you  will  have  made  the  discovery  of  lead  mines,  with  adjacent 
lands  of  sufficient  extent  for  their  exploration:  provided,  nevertheless,  that  it  should  not  be  conceded  to 
another.  Your  son-in-law  and  your  sons  shall  have,  also,  as  you  desired,  a  plantation  in  any  place  they 
will  select  in  Illinois,  of  an  extent  proportionate  to  the  establishment  and  improvement  they  propose  to 
make.     This  is  my  answer  to  your  letter  No.  3.     God  have  you  in  his  holy  keeping. 

EL  BARON   DE  CARONDELET. 

New  Orleans,  llaij  8,  1795. 


[Letter.]  • 

Sir  Don  Peter  Dehault  Delassus  Deluzieres  : 

The  Baron  de  Carondelet,  governor  general  of  this  province,  has  manifested  to  me,  in  his  letter  of  the 
27th  of  February  last,  the  zeal  and  activity  with  which  your  worship  (although  laboring  under  a  weak 
state  of  health)  has  manifested  in  exciting  the  inhabitants  and  Indians  to  join  in  the  common  defence  of 
those  settlements,  and  most  particularly  the  post  under  your  command;  I  do  hope  that  your  worship  will  con- 
tinue with  the  same  eflScaciousness,  in  similar  circumstances,  and  give  me  an  opportunity  to  reward  your 
worship.     God  preserve  your  worship  many  years. 

LUIS  DE  LAS  CASAS. 

Havana,  Ma;/  20,  1794. 


[Decree.]  "^ 

St.  Louis,  Illinois,  April  1,  1795. 

Having  read  the  present  petition,  the  subjoined  letter  of  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  directed  to  the 
petitioner,  under  the  date  of  May,  1793,  also,  the  official  letter  to  us  directed  by  said  governor  general, 
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authoi-izin£^  and  giving-  us  order  to  grant  the  petitioner  a  conccssi(]ii  in  the  sjiot  selected  by  liim,  and  dl' 
a  sufficient  extent  to  exphire  cxehisively  the  lead  mines  in  the  same;  also,  tin;  al>o\'e  inl'iirmalion  ul'  the 
commandant  of  St.  Genevieve,  by  which  h<^  testilies  that  the  land  petitioned  hir  is  of  the  King's  dnmain, 
and  that  it  is  indispensable  that  the  quantity  should  be  a  league  square:  We,  the  lieutenant  governor,  in 
conl'iirmily  with  sai<l  orders  and  intentions  of  tiie  government,  have  granted,  and  d(j  grant,  untu  the  peti- 
tioner, and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns,  in  fee,  the  concessinn  demanded,  situate  on  a  Ijranch  of  the  river  St. 
Francois,  called  Gaboury,  in  the  place  selected  by  liini,  the  extent  of  which  shall  be  a  league  square,  to 
the  end  that  he  may  explore  exclusively  the  lead  mines  belonging  to  the  same,  and,  if  necessary,  to  cul- 
tivate and  raise  cattle;  hereby  commanding  Don  Francis  Vallc,  captain  and  commandant  of  St.  fienevieve, 
in  whose  district  the  land  is  situated,  to  put  the  petitioner  in  possession  thereof;  the  regular  survey  of 
which  will  be  done  as  soon  as  the  surveyor  will  be  appointed  and  commissioned  fir  the  Upper  Louisiana. 

ZENON  TRUDEAU. 


St.  Genevieve,  Illinois,  Ajnil  15,  IIOS. 
We,  Don  Francis  Valh',  captain  commandant  civil  and  military  of  the  post  of  St.  Genevieve,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  aforegoing  decree  of  Don  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor  of  the  western  part  of 
Illinois,  bearing  date  the  first  instant,  have  this  day,  the  15th  of  the  same  month,  put  the  knight  Peter 
Delassus  Delu7,ieres  in  possession  of  the  league  square  of  land,  situate  on  a  branch  of  the  river  St.  Fran- 
cois, called  Gabonry,  as  granted  to  him  by  the  aforesaid  decree,  conformable  to  orders,  and  with  the 
approbation  of  his  lordship,  the  governor  general  of  this  province.  The  said  concession  to  be  in  future 
regularly  surveyed  by  the  King's  surveyor,  who  is  soon  to  be  named  and  appointed  for  this  upper  colony. 
In  2}>'ce>n>^soram  Jidem. 

FRANCIS  VALLE. 


To  Don  Carlos  DehauJt  Delassus,  colonel  of  the  royal  armies  and  Heulenant  governor  of  Upper  Louisiana. 

Humbly  petitions  Peter  Charles  Dehanlt  Delassus  Deluzieres,  knight,  &c.,  residing  in  New  Bourbon, 
and  has  the  honor  to  represent  that  in  conformity  to  the  orders  of  the  governor  of  this  province,  your  pre- 
decessor, Don  Zenon  Trudeau,  did  grant  to  your  petitioner  a  concession  of  a  league  square  of  land,  situate 
on  a  branch  of  the  river  St.  Francois,  called  Gaboury,  with  the  exclusive  right  to  explore  the  lead  mines  on 
the  same,  as  appears  by  his  decree,  bearing  date  April  1,  1795,  of  which  concession  and  land  your  petitioner 
was  put  in  possession  by  Don  Francis  Valle,  captain  commandant  of  the  post  of  St.  Genevieve,  in  whoso 
district  the  land  is  situated,  as  appears  by  his  act,  bearing  date  the  15th  day  of  April  of  said  year.  And 
whereas  it  is  mentioned  in  said  decree  of  D(in  Zenon  Trudeau  that  said  concession  will  be  regularity  sur- 
veyed by  the  surveyor  who  was  to  be  appointed  by  the  government  for  Upper  Louisiana;  and  whereas 
Don  Antonio  Soulard  has  been  commissioned  and  appointed  as  such  sui'vej'or,  therefore,  under  these  con- 
siderations, your  petitioner  requests  you,  sir,  that  after  mature  consideration  of  the  instruments  here 
submitted  relating  to  said  concession,  j'ou  will  lie  pleased  to  give  the  necessary  orders  to  Don  Antiinio 
Soulard,  surveyor  of  Upper  Louisiana,  to  proceed  without  delay  to  the  regular  survey  of  said  concession 
of  a  league  square,  on  the  said  branch  of  river  St.  Francois,  called  Gaboury,  to  e.Kplore,  exclusively  to 
any  other,  the  lead.  Sec,  and  of  which  land  he  has  already  been  put  in  possession  by  the  commandant  of 
St.  Genevieve,  and  has  already  begun  the  exploration;  he  hopes  to  obtain  his  demand,  inasmuch  as  he 
did  not  hurry  the  survey,  in  order  to  give  him  the  necessary  time  to  attend  to  the  surveying  of  concessions 
belonging  to  other  inhabitants  who  wished  to  have  their  surveys  quickly  executed.  In  so  doing  you  will 
do  justice. 

PETER  DELASSUS  DELUZIERES. 

New  BoiTiBOX,  Novembrr  25,  1790. 

By  virtue  "f  the  contents  of  the  above  memorial  and  the  accompanying  documents,  and  also  from 
what  appears  bj'  the  official  letter  of  the  Baron  do  Carondelet,  late  governor  of  these  provinces,  bearing- 
date  the  7th  and  8th  of  May,  1793,  on  file  in  these  archives,  the  surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  will 
survey  the  league  square  of  land  which  was  granted  to  the  party  interested  by  the  decree  of  my  prede- 
cessor, the  lieutenant  governor,  Don  Zenon  Trudeau,  dated  April  1,  1795,  conformable  to  orders  <if  his 
lordship  the  governor,  and  of  which  land  he  has  been  put  in  possession,  as  appears  by  decree  of  Francis 
Valle,  commandant  of  St.  Genevieve,  bearin.g  date  April  15,  of  the  year  last  mentioned,  to  bo  hereafter 
surveved  by  the  surveyor  of  this  Upper  Louisiana  when  appointed  and  commissioned. 

CHARLES  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 

St.  Loi-is,  November  29,  1799. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  November  18,  1833 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 

Name  of  original 
claimant. 

Quantity 
in  arpents. 

Nature  and  date  of  claim. 

By  whom  granteil. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation . 

64 

Pierre  Delassus 
Deluziere. 

7,  05r. 

Concession,  April   1, 
1795. 

Zenon  Trudeau . . . 

Antoine  Soulard,  December 
14,  1799;  certiliod  March 
5,  1800.  On  the  waters 
of  St.  Francis,. district  of 
St.  Genevieve. 
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Ericlvnce  icith  reference  to  minutea  and  rccovdx.  ' 

June  28,  1806. — The  buard  mot  ag-reeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  Hon.  Clement  B.  Penrose  and 
James  L.  Donaldson,  esq. 

The  same  (P.  D.  Deliiziere)  claiming-  7,050  arpcnts  of  land  situate  on  the  waters  of  the  river  St. 
Francis,  district  of  St.  Genevieve,  produces  a  concession  from  Zenon  Trudcau  for  the  same,  dated  April  1, 
119.5,  stating  that  in  consequence  of  a  letter  from  the  Baron  de  Carondelct  to  claimant  under,  date  of  May  8, 
1793,  and  also  of  an  office  from  the  said  baron  to  him,  the  said  lieutenant  governor,  ordering  and  authorizing 
him  to  grant  to  said  claimant,  on  any  spot  he  migiit  choose,  a  sufficient  extent  of  land  to  enable  hira  to 
work  exclusively  such  mine  as  might  be  found  on  the  same;  and  also  in  consequence  of  a  certificate  from 
Fran§ois  Valle,  then  commandant  of  St.  Genevieve,  that  the  quantity  of  land  petitioned  for  is  vacant,  and 
that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  extent  be  a  league  square.  He  grants  and  concedes  to  claimant, 
in  full  proiierty,  the  aforesaid  tract,  and  directs  the  commandant  of  St.  Genevieve  to  put  him  in  possession 
of  the  same.  Said  concession  bears  no  terms  or  conditions.  An  order  of  survey  from  Charles  Dehault 
Delassus,  dated  November  29,  1799,  and  a  survey  of  the  same,  dated  December  14,  1799,  and  certified 
March  5,  1800.  He  also  produced  a  certificate  from  Fran9ois  Valle,  dated  March  10,  1795,  that  the  league 
square  petitioned  for  is  vacant,  and  that  quantity  absolutely  necessary  to  the  working-  of  the  mine.  A 
letter  from  Louis  de  las  Casas,  captain  general  at  the  Havana,  to  claimant,  dated  May  20,  1794,  wherein  he 
much  approves  of  the  conduct  of  claimant,  and  the  services  he  has  rendered  government  in  forming  the 
establishment  of  New  Bourbon,  and  rousing-  the  people  and  adjacent  Indians  to  the  common  defence  of  the 
country.  A  certified  copj'  of  a  letter  on  file,  from  the  Baron  de  Carondelet  to  claimant,  dated  New  Orleans, 
May  8,  1793,  declaring-  to  him  that  he  had  given  order  to  Zenou  Trudeau,  then  lieutenant  governor,  to 
concede  to  him  a  mine  which  he  had  discovered,  together  with  as  much  land  as  might  be  necessary  for 
the  working-  of  the  same;  and  further  to  concede  to  his  sous  and  son-in-law  as  much  land  as  they  might 
wish  to  establish.     The  board  reject  this  claim — (See  book  No.  1,  pages  387  and  388.) 

December  27,  1811. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates,  commissioners. 

Pierre  Charles  Dehault  Delassus  Deluziere,  claiming-  7,056  arpents  of  land. — (Sec  book  No.  1,  page 
387.)  It  is  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed.  Frederick 
Bates,  commissioner,  forbears  giving  an  opinion. — (See  book  No.  5,  page  541.) 

October  9,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  W.  Updyke,  F.  R. 
Conway,  commissioners. 

Pierre  Delassus  Deluziere,  claiming-  7,056  ar])ents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  387;  No.  5,  page 
541;  record  book  C,  pages  450  and  451.)  Produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from 
Zenon  Trudeau,  dated  April  1,  1795,  to  P.  D.  do  Luziere;  also  a  certificate  of  delivery  of  property,  by 
Francois  Valle,  dated  April  17,  1795;  also  an  order  of  survey  dated  November  29,  1799,  by  Carlos  Dehault 
Delassus;  also  a  plat  of  survey,  executed  on  tlio  14th  of  December,  1799,  and  certified  March  5,  1800,  by 
Antoinc  Soulard;  also  an  original  letter,  signed  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  and  addressed  to  Don  Zenon 
Trudeau,  dated  Maj'  7,  1793;  also  an  original  letter,  purporting  to  be  signed  by  the  Baron  de  Carondelet, 
addressed  to  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  May  8,  1793;  also  a  certificate  of  William  Milburn,  of  the  position  of 
the  tract  upon  the  general  map. 

Pascal  Cerre,  dul}'  sworn,  saith,  that  the  signature  to  the  certificate  of  delivery  is  the  handwriting  of 
Francois  Valle;  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  the  handwriting  of  Zenon  Trudeau;  that  the  signa- 
ture to  the  certificate  of  survey  is  the  handwriting-  of  Antoine  Soulard ;  that  the  signatures  to  the  two  above- 
mentioned  letters  are  the  handwriting  of  the  Baron  de  Caroudolet. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  14.) 

November  27, 1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.F.Linn  and  F.R.Conway, 
commissioners. 

In  the  case  of  Pierre  Delassus  Deluziere,  claiming-  7,056  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  14  of  this  book, 
No.  6.) 

Albert  Tison  and  Fremon  Delauriere,  being  didy  sworn,  prove  the  signature  of  said  Deluziere  to  his 
petition,  dated  March  3,  1795.  They  also  prove  the  handwriting-  of  Francois  Valle  to  a  certificate,  dated 
March  10,  1795;  also  the  handwriting  of  said  Delassus  Deluziere  to  a  petition,  dated  November  25,  1799; 
also  the  handwriting  of  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus  to  an  order  of  survey,  dated  November  29,  1799:  also 
the  handwriting  of  Antonio  Soulard  to  a  plat  of  survey  of  a  league  square — (the  above-mentioned  papers 
already  presented  in  evidence  on  the  9th  of  October  last.)  Said  witnesses  also  prove  the  handwriting  of 
Francois  Valle  to  a  certified  copy  of  a  letter  of  Don  Luis  de  las  Casas,  captain  general  of  Havana,  addressed 
to  the  Chevalier  Delassus  Deluziere,  dated  May  20,  1794;  also  the  handwriting  of  Zenon  Trudeau  to  a 
decree  of  concession  of  a  league  square  to  Pierre  Delassus  Deluziere,  dated  April  1,  1795;  also  the  hand- 
writing of  Fran5ois  Valle,  commandant  of  St  Genevieve,  to  a  certificate  of  delivery  of  possession  of  a 
league  square,  situated  on  a  branch  of  the  St.  Francis  called  Gaboury;  also  prove  the  signature  of  the 
Baron  de  Carondelet  to  a  letter,  dated  May  17,  1793,  addressed  to  Mr.  Dehault  Delassus. 

Albert  Tison  saith  that  Pierre  Deluziere  was  known  in  France  and  by  the  Baron  de  Carondelet  by  the 
name  of  Dehault  Delassus,  and  that  during  the  French  revolution  he  took  the  name  of  Deluziere.  The  above- 
named  witnesses  also  prove  the  handwriting  of  the  Baron  de  Carondelet  to  an  original  letter,  dated  May  7, 
1793,  addressed  to  Don  Zenon  Trudeau;  also  that  said  Deluziere  had  no  salary  as  commandant  of  New 
Bourbon;  that  he  enjoyed  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  governor  general  and  of  the  lieutenant  governor 
of  Upper  Louisiana;  that  he  was  a  personal  friend  and  allied  by  blood  to  the  Baron  de  Carondelet. — (See 
l.iO(.)k  No.  6,  page  54.) 

November  8,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
and  F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Pierre  Delassus  Deluziere,  claiming  7,056  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  54  of  this  book.) 

The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Pierre  Delassus 
Deluziere,  or  his  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  309.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN.- 

P.  R.  CONWAY. 
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No.  65. — Fr.^xcis  T.iYox,  clahnini/  2,944  arpcii/s. 

To  Don   C'harleti  Dehattlt  Dt'lasfius,  lieutenant  colonel,  allached  to  the  datlonarn  regiment  of  Louisiana,  and 
lieutenant  governor  of  the  itpjxr  part  of  the  same  province 

Francis  Tavon,  jr.,  a  fanner,  born  on  this  side  of  the  Mississippi,  fatlier  of  a  family,  and  member  of  one 
of  the  oldest,  families  in  this  country,  has  the  honor  respectfully  to  supplicate  yon  to  luive  the  g-oodness  to 
assist  him  in  furthering  his  views  of  establishing  himself,  and  therefore  to  be  pleased  to  grant  to  him,  in 
full  property,  a  concession  for  a  tract  of  land  of  ten  thousand  arpents  in  supcrficie,  situated  in  a  vacant 
place  of  the  domain  between  Mine  a  Breton  and  this  town,  without  being  prejitdicial  to  the  little  village 
of  Boycr's  family,  the  petitioner  liaving  the  project  to  form  on  said  place  a  considerable  farm  for  cultiva- 
tion and  a  grazing  farm — in  a  word,  to  employ  all  the  means  in  his  power  to  give  value  to  said  property, 
in  order  to  secure  to  his  family  an  independent  existence — hopes  that,  considering  the  remoteness  of  the 
tract  of  land  which  he  solicits  for,  and  the  certainty  that  the  said  concession  shall  not  be  prejudicial  to 
anybody,  you  will  bo  pleased  to  do  justice  to  his  demand  in  a  way  favorable  to  the  accomplishment  of  his 
views;  favor  which  he  presumes  submissively  to  expect  of  your  justice. 


FRAXrOIS  +  TAYOX. 

mark. 


AxTO.  SouL.\Rn,  witness  of  the  signature. 
St.  Lons,  October  15,  1109. 


St.  Louis  of  Ili.ixois,  Octotjer  15,  1799. 

Whereas  we  are  assured  that  the  petitioner  possesses  sufficient  means  to  improve  the  land  which  he 
solicits,  I  do  grant  to  him  and  his  heirs  the  land  which  he  solicits,  in  case  it  does  not  cause  prejudice  to 
anybody;  and  the  surveyor,  Don  Anto.  Soulard,  sliall  put  the  interested  in  possession  of  the  quantity  of 
land  which  he  asks,  in  the  place  designated,  which  being  executed,  he  shall  draw  a  plat  of  his  survey, 
delivering  the  same  to  the  party,  with  his  certificate,  in  order  to  serve  to  him  to  obtain  the  concession  and 
title,  in  form,  from  the  intendant  general,  to  whom  alone  corresponds,  by  royal  order,  the  distributing  and 
granting  all  classes  of  lands  of  the  roval  domain. 

CARLOS  DEIIAULT  DELASSUS. 


Von  Antonio  Soulard,  surveijor  general  of  the  settlements  of  L'pper  Louisiana. 

1  do  certify  that  a  tract  of  land  of  ten  thousand  arpents  in  supcrficie  was  measured;  the  lines  run  and 
bounded  in  favor  of  Francis  Tayon,  and  in  presence  of  Nicholas  Boilvin,  his  agent.  The  said  measurement 
was  taken  with  the  perch  of  the  city  of  Paris,  of  eighteen  French  feet  lineal  measure  of  the  same  city,  con- 
formably to  the  agrarian  measure  of  this  province,  the  said  land  being  situated  at  about  iifty-five  miles 
west-northwest  from  the  post  of  St.  Genevieve,  bounded  north  and  west  by  vacant  lands  of  the  royal 
domain,  south  liy  lands  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  Mine  a  Breton,  and  east  by  a  creek  which  empties 
its  waters  into  the  river  Maramec.  The  above  survey  and  measurement  was  taken  witliout  regard  to  the 
variation  of  the  needle,  which  is  1°  30'  E.,  as  appears  by  the  foregoing  figurative  plat,  on  which  are  noted 
the  dimensions,  courses  of  the  lines,  other  boundaries,  &c.  The  survey  was  executed  by  virtue  of  the 
decree  of  the  lieutenant  gfivernor  and  suli-delegate  of  the  roj-al  fisc,  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  dated 
October  15,  1799,  here  annexed;  and  in  order  that  it  shall  be  available  according  to  law,  I  do  give  the 
present  with  the  foregoing  figurative  plat,  drawn  conformably  to  the  survey  executed  by  the  deputy  sur- 
veyor, Thomas  Maddin,  on  the  6th  of  February,  1804,  who  signed  the  minutes  to  which  I  certify. 

ANTO.  SOULARD,  Surveyor  General. 

St.  Lons  of  Illinois,  February  25,  1804. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Liaiis,  FeLruary  26,  1833. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 


65 


Name  of  original 
claimant. 


Francis  Tayon. 


Quantity 
in  arpents. 


i=2,  944 


Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 


Concession,  Oct. 
15,  1T99. 


By  whom  granted,    i  By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and  situation. 


Carlos     Dehault 
Delassus. 


Thomas  Maddin,  deputy  surveyor, 
February  6,  1804;  certified  by 
Soulard,  February  25,  1804;  55 
miles  W.NW.  of  St.  Genevieve. 


Being  a  balance  of  10,000,  of  which  a  league  square  has  been  confirmed. 


Evidence  ivith  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

Blay  3,  1806. — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  The  lion.  John  B.  C.  Lucas, 
Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  James  L.  Donaldson,  commissioners. 

Peter  Chouteau,  assignee  of  Francis  Tayon,  jr.,  claiming  10,000  arpents  of  land  situate  on  the  river 
Renaud,  district  of  St.  Charles,  (St.  Genevieve,)  produces  a  concession  from  Carlos  D.  Delassus,  without 
any  condition  inserted  in  the  same,  dated  October  15,  1799;  a  survey  of  the  same,  dated  February  6, 
1804,  and  certified  the  25th  of  the  same  month  and  year,  and  a  deed  of  transfer  of  the  same  from  the  said 
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Francis  Tayon,  jr.,  to  the  said  Peter  Chouteau,  dated  January  3,  1804.     Li  this  case  the  board  required 
that  the  a^-e  of  the  claimant  at  the  time  of  obtaining-  said  concession  should  be  proved,  which  was  refused. 

It  appeared  in  testimony  by  Anthony  Soulard  and  Aug-uste  Chouteau  that  Mr.  Cliarles  Tayon  had 
rendered  services  to  the  Spanish  government  from  the  year  1170;  that  he  was  second  in  command  at  the 
siege  of  St.  Joseph,  which  he  contributed  to  take;  that  afterwards,  from  his  merits,  lie  received  a  commis- 
sion of  second  lieutenant;  that  he  was  commandant  of  St.  Charles  from  the  year  1192  to  the  year  1804, 
during  which  time  he  rendered  many  services  to  the  government  in  operations  against  the  Indians,  train- 
ing the  militia,  and  protecting  the  district;  that  he  never  received  any  compensation,  except  eleven 
dollars  a  month  as  lieutenant  and  his  fees  of  office,  which  were  trifling,  and  seldom  paid,  exclusive  of  the 
lands  claimed  by  him  and  his  family;  that  he  spent  a  great  part  of  his  own  property  in  his  public  employ- 
ment, and  appeared  to  have  devoted  himself  to  the  interest  of  the  province.  The  board  was  satisfied 
that  Mr.  Charles  Tayon,  the  father  of  the  original  proprietor,  Francis  Tayon,  jr.,  was  an  active  and  meri- 
torious officer. 

The  board  reject  this  claim,  and  are  of  opinion  that  although  it  appears  that  the  decree  is  antedated, 
vet,  from  testimony  and  circumstances,  it  had  not  been  antedated  from  fraudulent  designs,  but  merely  to 
make  the  date  of  the  decree  correspond  with  the  date  of  the  petition;  and  further,  they  are  satisfied  that 
tlie  said  decree  or  order  of  survey  was  issued  before  the  1st  of  October,  1800. — (See  book  No.  1,  p.  212.) 

August  18,  1810.— Board  met.     Present:  Clement  B.  Penrose  and  Frederick  Bates,  commissioners. 

Peter  Chouteau,  assignee  of  Charles  (Francis)  Tayon,  jr.,  claiming  10,000  arpents  of  land. — (See 
book  No.  1,  page  212.)  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book 
No.  4,  page  464. 

February  18,  1833. — F.  R.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment,  having  been  authorized 
by  a  resolution  of  the  board  of  commissioners  of  the  1st  of  December  last  to  receive  evidence. 

Francis  Tayon,  by  his  legal  representative,  Pierre  Chouteau,  sr.,  claiming  the  balance  of  10,000 
arpents  of  land,  of  which  a  league  square  has  been  confirmed,  (see  book  C,  pages  319  and  380;  minutes 
No.  4,  page  464;  No.  3,  page  64,  wherein  a  league  square  has  been  confirmed,)  produces  a  paper  purport- 
ing to  be  a  concession  from  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  October  15,  1199;  also  a  plat  of  survey,  dated 
6tli  and  certified  25th  February,  1804,  by  Anthony  Soulard. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  in  the  proper  hand- 
wi'iting  of  Carlos  D.  Delassus,  and  the  signature  to  the  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  the  true  handwriting 
of  Soulard. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  101.) 

November  1,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
and  F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Francis  Tayon,  jr.,  claiming  balance  of  10,000  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  101  of  this  book.)  The 
board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Francis  Tayon,  or 
his  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  309.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 


No.  66. — Nicholas  Barsaloux,  claiming  four  by  forty  arpents. 

On  the  20th  of  April,  1168,  on  the  demand  of  Mr.  Nicholas  Barsaloux,  residing  in  this  post  of  St.  Louis, 
who  wishes  to  cultivate  the  soil,  taking  in  consideration  the  means  he  is  possessed  of,  we  have  granted 
and  do  grant  to  him,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  in  fee  simple,  a  tract  of  land  of  four  arpents  in  front,  in  the  prairie 
south  of  the  little  creek,  said  front  running  north  and  south  by  the  usual  depth  of  forty  arpents,  running 
east  and  west  adjoining  on  the  north  side  to  the  land  taken  by  the  individual  named  Bacannc,  and  on  the 
south  side  by  the  land  of  Mr.  Beausoleil,  on  condition  of  cultivating  the  said  land  in  the  term  of  one  year 
and  one  day,  under  pain  of  having  said  land  reunited  to  the  King's  domain. 

Given  in  St.  Louis  the  said  day  and  j'car. 

ST.  ANGE. 
LABUXIERE. 

Translated  from  Livre  Terrein,  page  11. 

On  the  29th  of  May,  1114,  I,  the  undersigned,  have  baptized  with  the  customary  ceremonies  of  the 
church,  Louis,  son  of  Nicholas  Barsaloux,  and  of  Magdalena  Lepage;  the  godfather  has  been  Fran9ois 
Lepage,  and  the  godmother,  not  knowing  how  to  .sign,  has  made  her  mark. 

FRANCOIS  LEPAGE. 
Mark  of  the  godmother,  + 
FR.  VALENTIN,  Curate- 

On  the  11th  of  Maj',  1111,  the  ceremonies  of  baptism  have  been  supplied  by  ns,  missionary  priest,  to 
Marie  Archange,  legitimate  daughter  of  Nicholas  Barsaloux,  and  of  Magdelaine  Lepage,  his  wife.  The 
godfather,  Antoine  Royer;  the  godmother.  Marie  Oubremeau,  wife  of  Lapenstie. 

PRE.  GIBAULT. 

I,  the  undersigned,  certify  to  have  faithfully  copied  the  above  from  the  register  of  the  parish  of  St. 
Louis,  this  November  2,  1830. 

EDM.  SAULNIER. 

In  the  year  1116,  on  the  10th  (jf  August,  I,  a  Capuchin  priest,  apostolic  missionary,  curate  of  St 
Louis,  Illinois,  province  of  Louisiana,  have  baptized  Jean  Baptiste,  born  ycsterdaj',  and  being  legitimate 
son  of  Barsaloux  and  of  Magdelaine  Lepage,  his  father  and  mother.  The  godfather  has  been  Noel  Lang- 
lois,  and  the  godmother,  Madelaine  Barcello,  who  have  signed  with  me,  the  day  and  j'ear  as  above. 

F.  BERNARD. 

NOEL  LANGLOIS. 

Godmother,  -f- 
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In  the  year  1171,  on  the  8th  of  September,  tliere  being-  no  curate,  I,  the  undersigned,  certify  tliat  a 
girl  named  Marie  Archauge,  five  moutlis  old,  daugliter  of  Mr.  Barsaloux,  died  in  the  village  of  St.  Louis 
of  Illinois,  jirovincc  of  Louisiana,  and  was  buried  in  the  churchyard  of  this  village. 

In  tcstimiuiv  whereof  I  sign. 

RENE  KIERSERAUX. 

In  the  year  1""6,  on  the  16th  of  December,  I,  a  Cupuchiu  priest,  ap(jstolic  missi(,inary,  curate  of  St. 
Louis,  province  of  Louisiana,  bishoprick  of  Cuba,  have  buried  in  the  cemetery  of  this  church  tlie  body  of 
Nicholas  Barsaloux,  40  j-ears  of  age,  to  wliom  had  been  administered  all  the  sacraments  of  our  mother, 
the  holy  church. 


lu  testimony  whereof  I  have  signed  the  day  and  year  as  above. 


F.  BERNARD, 


qui  xitpra. 


I,  the  undersigned,  priest,  doing  tlie  functions  of  curate,  and  having  in  my  [jossession  the  registers 
of  the  parish  of  St.  Louis,  do  certify  to  have  made  researches  in  the  register  of  baptism  for  the  certificates 
of  Louis,  Marie  Archauge,  and  Jean  Baptiste  Barsaloux,  and  have  found  no  other  but  the  three  above 
mentioned,  besides  the  certilicate  of  burial  of  Mr.  Nicholas  Barsaloux  and  of  Marie  xVrchange.  And  further, 
I  certify  that  I  have  faithfully  copied  all  these  extraets. 

EDM.  SAULNIER. 

St.  Louis,  Juhj  19,  1831. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  March  6,  1833. 
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No. 


66 


Name  of  original  claimant. 


Nicholas  Barsaloux. 


Quantity, 
arpents. 


160 


Nature  and  date  of  claim. 


Concession,  April  20,  1768. 


By  whom  granted. 


St.  Ang-e. 


By  whom  surveyed, 
date,  and  eituation. 


Evidence  with  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

March  5,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  F.  R.  Conway  and  A.  G.  Harrison, 
commissioners. 

Nicholas  Barsaloux,  by  his  legal  representative,  claiming  four  arpents  of  land  in  front  by  forty  arpents 
in  depth. — (See  Livre  Terrein,  No.  1,  page  16;  book  F,  page  153.) 

Rene  Dodier,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  he  well  knew  Nicholas  Barsaloux;  that  he  died  a  long  time 
ago,  perhaps  47  or  48  years  ago;  that  he,  the  deponent,  will  be  71  years  of  age  in  June  next;  that  to  his 
knowledge  Barsaloux  cultivated  a  piece  of  land  south  of  the  mill  creek;  that  said  Barsaloux  had  a  small 
house  built  upon  wheels,  and  used  to  have  it  hauled  on  said  piece  of  land  when  he  wanted  to  work  on  the 
same;  that  he  saw  said  Barsaloux  work  on  said  land  several  years  in  succession;  that  he  was  known  as 
the  lawful  owner  of  said  land.  lie  further  states  that  the  first  tract  of  land  south  of  said  mill  creek 
belonged  to  Ortey;  then  came  Cambas,  Jervais,  Mad.  Chouteau,  Devolsey,  Bacanne,  Barsaloux,  Beausoliel, 
&c.  He  further  says,  that  when  a  j'oung  man  he  heard  that  said  Barsaloux  was  one  among  the  first  settlers 
that  came  to  this  place,  and  that  said  Barsaloux  had  a  wife  and  children. 

The  claimant  states  that,  by  referring  to  Livre  Terrein  for  the  concession,  it  is  to  be  observed  that 
said  claim  was  not  reunited  to  the  domain;  further,  that  said  Barsaloux,  being  one  of  the  first  settlers, 
had  no  other  lands  granted  to  him  by  written  concession  but  a  town  lot  in  St.  Louis,  and  no  confirmation 
but  for  the  said  town  lot. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow,  at  10  o'clock. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 
A.  G.  HARRISON. 


March  6,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment, 
commissioners. 


Present:  F.  R.  Conway  and  A.  G.  Harrison, 


In  the  case  of  Nicholas  Barsaloux,  the  claimant  produces  two  papers  purporting  to  be  copies  of 
certificates  of  baptism  of  Louis  and  Marie  Archange  Barsaloux,  and  of  Jean  Baptiste  Barsaloux;  also  a 
certificate  of  the  burial  of  Marie  Archange,  and  of  Nicholas  Barsaloux,  her  father.  Certified  by  E. 
Saulnier,  curate  of  St.  Louis,  19th  July,  1831. — (See  book  No.  6,  pages  110  and  111.) 

November  8,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Nicholas  Barsaloux,  claiming  160  arpents  of  land. — (See  pages  110  and  111  of  this  book.)  The 
board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Nicholas  Barsaloux  or 
his  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  309.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  67. — Cii.vRLES  T.\Y0N,  claiming  1,600  arpents. 

To  Don  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  colonel,  attached  to  the  staiujnary  regiment  of  Louisiana,  and 

lieutenant  governor  of  the  upper  part  of  same  province : 

Charles  Taj'on,  sub-lieutenant  in  the  army,  captain  of  militia,  commandant  of  the  post  of  St.  Charles 
of  Missouri,  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  you  that  he  had  obtained  of  Don  Francisco  Cruzat,  lieutenant 
governor  of  this  part  of  Illinois,  on  the  7th  June,  1786,  a  tract  of  laud  of  40  arpents  front  by  40  arpents  in 
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depth,  or  1,G00  arpent.s  in  siiperficic,  as  appears  by  the  original  title  liero  annexed.  Tlie  said  land  is  situated 
oil  Iviver  Des  Feres,  at  about  six  or  eiglit  miles  from  this  town;  and  some  time  after  this  he  received  orders 
of  your  predecessor,  Don  Zenon  Trudeau,  to  go  and  take  the  command  of  St.  Charles.  The  little  value  of 
lurid  jirevented  him  to  sell  several  properties  which  he  was  obliged  to  leave  without  cultivating;  but 
when  Americans  and  others  were  admitted  in  the  country  and  landed  property  began  to  increase  in 
value,  and  there  being  a  surveyor  appointed  by  the  government  for  this  upper  part  of  Louisiana,  he 
wisiied  to  have  the  said  land  surveyed,  but  to  his  great  surprise  he  fuund  that  possession  had  been  taken 
of  it  by  surveys  made  by  virtue  of  orders  given  bj'  Don  Zenon  Trudeau.  His  love  for  peace  and  the 
consideration  which  he  has  for  those  who,  without  any  bad  intentions,  have  been  put  in  possession  of 
tracts  of  land  over  wliicli  your  petitioner  lias  unquestionable  rights  by  virtue  of  the  title  in  form  with 
which  he  is  vested  and  the  improvements  which  he  has  made  on  the  said  lands,  he  would  wish  that  you 
would  be  pleased  to  grant  to  him  the  same  quantity  of  land,  to  be  taken  in  any  other  vacant  part  of  the 
domain  at  his  choice,  and  that  you  would  give  orders  to  the  surveyor  of  this  Upper  Louisiana  to  put  him 
in  possession  of  the  said  land  by  surveying  the  same,  after  which  he  would  have  to  deliver  to  me  a 
figurative  plat  and  certilicate  of  his  survey,  in  order  to  serve,  as  it  is  iit,  in  support  of  my  original  title. 
The  petitioner,  full  of  confidence  in  your  justice,  hopes  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  approve  his  views  of 
conciliation,  and  do  justice  to  his  demand  in  such  a  way  as  will  prevent  him  from  laying  any  claims 
against  those  who  are  in  actual  possession  of  the  tract  of  land  above-mentioned;  in  doing  which  you  will 
do  justice. 

CHARLES  TAYON. 
St.  Louis,  Januanj  14,  1800. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  January  16,  1800. 

Having  taken  cognizance  of  the  foregoing  statement  and  of  the  original  title  annexed  thereto, 
expedited  in  favor  of  the  interested  party  by  the  lieutenant  colonel,  Don  Francisco  Cruzat,  on  the  Ith 
June,  1786,  by  whicli  he  unquestionably  appears  to  be  the  owner  of  the  land  designated,  and  submitting 
himself,  to  avoid  difliculties,  to  lose  his  rights,  as  a  proof  of  our  approbation  of  these  dispositions,  the 
surveyor  of  this  Upper  Louisiana,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  survey  in  favor  of  Don  Carlos  Tayon  the 
quantity  of  land  mentioned  in  his  above  said  title  and  concession,  in  any  other  vacant  place  of  the  royal 
domain,  at  his  will  and  choice;  and  this  operation  being  concluded,  he  shall  deliver  to  the  interested  the 
corresponding  documents  and  his  original  title  in  support  of  the  same,  in  order  to  serve  to  him  as  he 
shall  think  iit;  and  this  is  as  a  remuneration  for  the  praiseworthy  motives  which  have  determined  Lim  to 
make  this  voluntary  sacrifice  of  his  original  property. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 

Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  February  25,  1833. 
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No. 


67 


Name  of  original  claimant 


Charles  Tayon 


Quantity, 
in  arpents. 


1,600 


Nature  and  date  of  claim. 


Concession,  January 
16,  1800. 


By  wliom  granted. 


Carlos  Dehault 
Delassus. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 


Evidence  tviih  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

December  10,  1811. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates,  commissioners. 

Peter  Chouteau,  assignee  of  Charles  Taj'on,  claiming  1,600  arpents  of  land  situate  in  the  district  of 
St.  Louis,  produces  record  of  a  concession  from  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  dated  16th  January,  1800; 
record  of  a  transfer  from  Tayon  to  claimant,  dated  17th  December,  1803.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board 
that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  5,  page  506.) 

February  18,  1833. — F.  R.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment,  having  been  authorized 
by  a  resolution  of  the  board  of  commissioners  of  the  1st  of  December  last  to  receive  evidence. 

Charles  Tayon,  by  his  legal  representative,  Pierre  Chouteau,  senior,  claiming  1,600  arpents  of  land, 
(see  book  D,  pages  160  and  161;  minutes  No.  5,  page  506,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a 
concession  from  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  16th  January,  1800. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of 
Charles  Dehault  Delassus. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  107.) 

November  8,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
P.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Charles  Tayon  claiming  1,600  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  107  of  this  book.)  The  board  are  unani- 
mously of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Charles  Tayon,  or  his  legal  repre- 
sentatives, according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  309.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 
F.  R.  CONWAY. 
L.  F.  LINN. 


No.  68. — Antoine  Gagnier,  claiming  1,800  arpents.  ^ 

To  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Louisiana  : 

Sir:  Antoine  Gagnier  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  you,  that  wishing  to  establish  himself  in  this 
province,  wherein  he  has  been  residing  for  some  time,  therefore  he  has  recourse  to  the  benevolence  of  this 
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government,  praying  that  you  may  be  pleased  to  grant  to  him  a  tract  oF  hind  of  eighteen  Imndreil  arpents 
in  surperficie,  to  be  taken  on  the  vacant  hinds  of  his  Majesty's  (hjmain  in  tin'  phxce  wliich  will  appear 
most  convenient  to  the  interest  of  your  petitioner,  who  presumes  to  expect  this  favor  of  your  justice. 


St.  Louis,  June  10,  1800. 


ANTOINE  >\  GAGNIER. 

mark. 


St.  Loi'is  OF  Illinois,  June  12,  1800. 

"Whereas  we  are  assured  that  the  petitioner  possesses  sufticient  means  to  improve  the  land  which  he 
solicits,  I  do  grant  to  him  and  his  heirs  the  land  wliich  he  sijlicits,  if  it  is  not  prejudicial  to  any 
person;  and  the  surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  interested  party  in  possession  of  tho 
quantity  of  land  which  he  asks  in  a  vacant  place  of  the  royal  domain;  and,  this  being  executed,  he  shall 
draw  a  plat  of  his  survey,  delivering  the  same  to  the  party  with  his  certificate,  in  order  to  serve  him  to 
obtain  tho  title  in  form  from  tho  intendant  general,  to  whom  alone  C(jrresponds,  by  royal  order,  the 
distributing  and  granting  all  classes  of  lands,  &c. 

CARLOS  DEIIAULT  DELASSUS. 
Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  March  19,  1833. 

JULIUS  DE  MUN,   T.  B.  G. 
Recorded  in  book  Xo.  2,  pages  05  and  6C>;   No.  T,  1805. 

SOULARD,  Surveyor  General,  Di^tlrict  of  Louisiana. 


No. 

Name  of  original  claimant. 

Quantity, 
arpents. 

Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 

By  wliom  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 

68 

Antoine  Gagnier..  .  . 

• 

1,800 

Concession,     June 
12,  1800. 

Carlos  DehaultDc- 
lassus. 

R.  L.  Nash,  deputy  sur- 
veyor, February,  1804. 
Recorded  by  Soulard, 
February  28,  1806.  On 
the  Missouri,  120  miles 
above  its  mi.iutli. 

Evidence  with  reference  to  minuteg  and  records. 

November  19,  1811.  Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penr(jse,  and  Frederick 
Bates,  connnissioners. 

^  Albert  Tison,  assignee  of  Antoine  Gagnier,  claiming  1,800  arpents  of  land  situate  on  the  Missouri, 
district  of  St.  Charles.  Produces  a  record  of  concession  from  Charles  D.  Delassus,  surveyor  general, 
dated  January  12,  1800;  record  of  a  plat  of  survey,  dated  February,  1804,  certified  Fel.)ruary  28,  1806; 
record  of  a  transfer  from  Gagnier  to  claimant,  dated  January  11,  1805. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  lie  confirmed. — (See  book  Xo.  5,  page  426.) 

3Iarch  12,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
commissioners. 

Antoine  Gagnier,  by  Albert  Tison,  claiming  1,800  arpents  of  laud  on  the  Missouri,  Howard  county. — 
(See  book  B,  pages  463  and  464.  Minutes  No.  5,  page  426.)  Produces  a  paper  purporting  to  bo  a  con- 
cession from  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  June  12.  1800;  also  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  received 
for  record  by  Antoine  Soulard,  February  28,  1806;  also  a  deed  from  said  Gagnier  to  A.  Tison,  datetl 
January  11,  1805. 

Fremon  Delauriere,  duly  sworn,  saj-s  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  and  to  plat  of  survey  arc 
in  the  respective  handwriting  of  said  Delassus  and  Soidard. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  114.) 

November  8,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  P.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Antoine  Gagnier,  claiming  1,800  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  114  of  this  book.) 

The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  said  Antoine  Gagnier, 
or  his  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  310.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LIXX. 

F.  R.  COXWAY. 


No.  69  — Jonx  "W.vtki.vs,  claiming  '1,056  arpenta. 

To  Mr.  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  colonel  and  lieutenant  governor  of  the  loestern part  of  Illinois: 

John  "Watkins,  residing  in  this  part  of  Illinois,  has  the  honor  to  represent  that  there  being  in  this  part 
of  the  country  a  great  scarcity  of  horned  cattle  and  hogs,  and  the  petitioner  having  the  means  of  bringing 
a  certain  ijuantity  of  them  from  the  American  settlements  on  the  Ohio,  which  importation  he  thinks  wiuild 
be  advantageous  to  the  general  wel.'are  of  the  community,  inasmuch  as  most  of  the  inhabitants  are  in  need 
of  those  animals  so  necessary  to  farmers,  and  the  scarcity  of  which  has  prevented,  to  this  day,  to  have  a 
well  regulated  meat  market,  and  has  been  the  cause  that  St.  Louis  and  other  places  have  often  been 
without  meat;  he  is  confident  that  you  will  consider  in  a  favorable  way  the  plan  which  lie  has  formed  to 
establish  an  extensive  stock  farm,  (vacherie,)  which  may  in  a  few  years  jirovide  for  the  urgent  need  already 
stated.     Til  this  consideration,  and,  as  the  petitioner  believes,  having  been  recommended  to  y(iu  by  the 
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f^overnor  general,  in  order  to  olitain  lands  in  your  jurisdiction,  he,  in  the  most  liiinible  manner,  has  recourse 
to  you,  praying-  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  grant  to  him  one  league  square  of  land  in  the  place  commonly 
known  by  the  name  of  Richland,  comprising  in  the  said  league  square  the  branch  called  Riviere  Sauvage, 
which  empties  itself  in  the  river  Maramec,  about  ten  leagues  above  Renaud's  fork.  In  so  doing  the 
petitioner  shall  never  cease  to  pray  for  thc'conservation  of  your  days. 


JOHN  WATKINS. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  Jidy  23,  1197. 


Zt-noa  Trudeau,  Ueutenant  colonel  of  infantry  and  lieutenant  governor  of  the  ivestern  xja.rt  of  Illinois. 

Tlie  surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  survey  for  the  petitioner  the  league  square  of  land  which  he 
petitions  for  in  the  place  designated  by  him;  the  said  petitioner  being  from  this  daj'  empowered  to  take 
possession  of  tiie  said  land,  the  present  decree  serving  to  him  as  a  title  of  concession  (having  been 
particulai-ly  ordered  by  the  governor  general  of  this  province,  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  to  grant  land  to 
him)  until  lie  presents  himself  to  the  general  government  with  this  document,  in  order  that  conformably 
to  the  survey  lie  may  obtain  one  in  due  form  and  have  it  recorded. 

ZENON  TRUDEAU. 

St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  Jnhj  24,  1791. 


Recorded  book  No.  1,  folios  29,  30,  and  31.     No.  20. 
Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  March  20,  1833. 


SOULARD. 
JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


I  declare  that  I  have  had  in  my  hands,  during  the  government  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor  Dju  Zenon 
Trudeau,  the  concession  by  him  made  to  the  late  Doctor  John  AVatkins,  bearing  date  July  24,  1797,  which 
said  concession  was  regist<:'rcd  at  the  survey  office  under  my  care;  I  declare,  also,  that  said  Doctor  John 
Watkins  made  several  applications  to  me,  as  well  in  my  public  capacity  of  surveyor  of  the  province  as 
that  of  his  private  agent,  to  have  the  lands  included  in  said  concession  surveyed,  which  survey  I  deferred 
making  upon  the  principle  that  the  atYairs  of  Doctor  Watkins  were  in  some  measure  my  own,  and  as  such 
I  was  iu  the  habit  of  postponing  them  to  the  claims  and  interests  of  absolut(?  strangers,  which  postpone- 
ment was  the  cause  of  said  survey  not  having  been  sooner  effected.  I  certify  further  that  I  saw  and  read 
an  official  letter  of  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  governor  general  of  Louisiana,  for  his  Catholic  Majesty, 
addressed  to  the  said  lieutenant  governor,  Don  Zenon  Trudeau,  which  directed  him  to  grant  to  the  said 
Doctor  John  Watkins  that  quantity  of  land  which  would  correspond  to  his  wishes  and  to  his  means  of 
establishment  in  this  country. 

ANTONIO  SOULARD. 

St.  Louis,  December  0,  1817. 

Territory  of  Missouri,  county  and  township  of  St.  Louis: 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  the  19th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1817,  before  me,  the  undersigned,  F.  M. 
Guyol,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  and  township  aforesaid,  personally  came  and 
appeared  Antoine  Soulard,  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  made  oath  and  declareth  that  this 
foregoing  affidavit  by  him  made  contains  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth. 

I        -,     Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  day,  month,  and  year  above  written. 

i-^-  ^- 1  F.  M.  guyol,  J.  P. 


Frederick  Bates,  secretary,  exercising  the  government  of  the  Territory  if  3Iissouri,  to  all  lelioni  it  may  concern  : 

Be  it  known  that  F.  M.  Guyol  is  and  was,  on  the  19th  instant,  a  justice  of  the  peace  within  and  for 
the  county  of  St.  Louis,  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  regularly  commissioned.  In  testimony  whereof  I 
have  hereunto  affixed  the  seal  of  the  Territory. 

r       -|    Given  under  my  hand,  at  St.  Louis,  the  23d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1817,  and  of  the  independ- 
"^'  ^'-l        ence  of  the  United  States  the  forty-second. 

FREDERICK  BATES. 
A  true  copy.     St.  Louis,  November  23,  1833. 
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Name  of  original 
claimaDt. 


John  Watkins . 


Quantity, 
arpente. 


7,  0.56 


Nature  and  date  of  claim 


Concession,  July  24, 
1797. 


By  whom  granted. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and  situation. 


Zenon  Trudeau . 


James  Mackay,  D.  S.,  February 
18,  1805;  recorded  by  Soulard 
Feb.  27,  1806;  on  the  Maramec. 


Evidence  ivilh  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

Septemher  17,  1806. — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  honoitible  John  B.  C. 
Lucas  and  James  Donaldson,  commissioners. 

The  same,  (John  Watkins,)  claiming  a  league  square,  or  7,050  arpents,  situate  on  the  Maramec, 
district  of  St.  Louis,  produces  a  dulj' registered  concession  from  Z(>non  Trudeau,  dated  July  24,  1797, 
and  a  survey  of  the  same  taken  the  18th,  and  certified  February  27,  1806. 
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Autlidiiy  Siiulard,  being'  tluly  sworn,  says  that  wlien  the  said  elaiuiaiit  left  tlii.s  phice  fi.ir  New  Orleans, 
he,  tlie  witness,  received  fnmi  him,  among  other  papers  left  to  his  charge,  the  aforesaid  concession;  that 
he  does  not  know  wlietlier  it  was  granted  at  the  time  it  bears  date,  but  tiiat  lie  has  seen  among  the  official 
papers  of  Zenon  Trudeau  an  order  from  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  to  said  Zenon  Trudeau,  to  grant  said 
claimant  a  league  square.  The  board  reject  this  claim,  and  are  satisfied  that  the  same  was  granted  at 
the  time  it  bears  date. — (Sec  book  No.  2,  page  10.) 

September  22,  1808. — Board  met.  Present:  The  Ihni.  John  B.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frede- 
rick Bates,  commissioners. 

John  Watkins,  claiming  1,050  arpents  of  land  situate  (in  the  river  Maramcc,  district  of  St.  Louis. 
Laid  over  for  decision. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  202.) 

June  12,  1810. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  Frederick  Bates,  com- 
missioners. 

John  Watkins,  claiming  7,0.50  arpents  of  land — (See  book  No.  2,  page  10;  book  Xo.  3,  page  202.) 
It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  conlirmed.  Clement  B.  Peiirose  and  Frederick 
Bates,  commissioners,  declare  that  the  opinion  of  the  former  board,  as  to  the  date  of  the  concession  in 
this  claini,  must  be  an  error,  as  the  said  concession  bears  no  date.  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  connnissioner, 
declares  that  he  docs  not  concur  with  the  opinion  of  the  former  board,  so  far  as  it  appears  by  their  minutes 
that  they  are  satisfied  that  the  concessicju  was  granted  at  the  time  it  bears  date. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  370.) 

March  12,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
commissioners. 

John  Watkins,  claiuiing  7,050  arpents  of  land  situate  on  the  Maraniec- — (See  book  C,  pages  307  and 
368;  minutes.  No.  2,  page  10;  No.  3,  page  262;  No.  4,  page  376.)  Produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be 
an  original  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  dated  July  24,  1797;  also,  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey, 
received  for  record  by  A.  Soulard,  February  27,  1800. 

Albert  Tison,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  tiie  signatures  to  the  above  papers  are  in  the  respective 
handwriting  of  said  Zenon  Trudeau  and  said  Soulard.  He  further  says  that  to  his  kmjwledge  the  above 
land  was  inhabited  and  cultivated  in  about  1802  or  1803. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  114.) 

November  8,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Canway,  commissioners. 

John  Watkins,  claiming  7,050  arpents. —  (Sec  page  114  of  this  book.)  The  board,  upon  a  careful 
e.xaminatiiin  of  the  original  concessicin,  find  that  there  is  a  date  to  the  same  in  Zenon  Trudeau's  own 
handwriting',  and  they  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  John 
Watkins,  or  to  his  legal  representatives,  according  to  tlie  concession. — (.See  book  No.  0,  page  310.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 
•  L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No  70. — E.-:tiier,  claimim/  80  arpents. 

To  Don  Zenon  Trudeau; 

Esther,  a  free  mulatto  woman,  residing  in  this  town  of  St.  Louis,  humbly  supplicates,  and  has  the 
honor  of  representing  to  yon,  that  she  would  wish  to  obtain,  in  tlie  part  north  of  this  town,  a  piece  of 
land  situated  on  the  borders  of  the  Mississippi,  bounded  on  three  sides  by  his  Majesty's  domain,  and  on 
the  other  side  by  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi.  The  northern  part  of  the  concession,  now  petitioned  for, 
to  be  situated  between  the  mound  coinmonly  called  La  Grange  de  Terre  and  the  banks  of  tlic'  Mississippi, 
having  at  its  two  ends  four  arpents  in  fmut,  runnin.g  about  from  east-northeast  to  west-southwest,  by 
twenty  arpents  in  length  or  depth,  running  about  from  iKirth-northwest  to  south-southeast,  in  order  that 
the  petitioner  may  enjoy  the  same  in  full  property  for  her,  her  heirs  or  assigns,  tn  make  hay,  pastui'e  her 
cattle,  or  for  any  other  purpose  suitable  t'j  her  interest;  and  tlie  petitioner  shall  never  cease  to  render 
thanks  to  your  goodness. 

One  cross  for  Esther's  mark. 

St.  Louis,  October,  17'.t3. 

AVe,  lieutenant  governor,  after  having  ascertained  tliat  the  land  petitioned  fur  belongs  to  his  Majesty's 
domain,  and  that  it  is  not  prejudicial  to  any  person,  I  certify  to  have  put  in  possession  the  frei>  mulatto 
woman  named  Esther,  residing  in  this  ttjwn  of  St.  Louis,  according  to  her  petition,  dated  2d  instant, 
[-f-]  And  after  having  put  her  in  possession  ourselves,  as  appears  by  the  d(jcument  which  we  have 
drawn  the  next  day,  we  have  granted  and  do  grant  t(j  the  said  Esther,  in  fee  simple,  for  her,  her  heirs  or 
assigns,  or  any  other  wIki  may  represent  her  riglits,  the  piece  of  land  here  above  designated,  having  four 
arpents  in  width  at  its  two  extremities,  running  from  about  east-northeast  to  west-southwest,  by  20 
arpents  in  length  running  from  about  north-northwest  to  south-southeast,  situated  to  the  north  of  this 
town;  and  the  nortli  end  of  the  present  concession  shall  be  situated  between  the  mound  called  La  Grange 
de  Terre  and  the  Mississippi,  and  thence  descending  the  said  river  until  the  complement  of  the  above- 
mentioned  20  arpents  in  depth.  The  north-northwest,  south-southeast,  and  west-southwest,  which  are 
about  the  courses  of  the  lines,  sliall  be  bounded  by  his  Majesty's  d(jmain,  and  the  east-northeast  side, 
which  is  the  side  facing  the  Mississippi,  shall  be  bounded  by  the  edge  of  its  banks,  in  order  that  the  said 
Esther  may  gather  therecm  the  forage  siie  rcipiires,  jiasture  her  cattle,  and  for  such  other  purposes  as  may 
suit  her  interest,  reniainiiig  subject  to  the  laws,  taxes,  and  imp(jsitions  which  it  may  please  his  Maj(.'sty 
hereafter  to  impose.     Given  in  the  town  of  St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  this  5th  day  of  October,  1793. 

Approved  thirty-two  lines  written  at  the  margin  here  Ijchind,  and  marked  liy  a  cross  un  the  decree 
of  delivery  of  possession. 

ZEXON  TRUDEAU. 

Nota. — The  fuUowing  is  written  at  the  margin: 

[X]  Of  the  iii(.'ce  of  land  descrilied  in  her  I'l.'titii.in,  having  fimr  arpents  in  fnnit,  running  from  abuut 
cast-northeast  to  west-southwest,  by  twenty  arjieiits  in  depth,  running'  from  about  iii.irth-northwest  to 
south-soutiieast,  situated  in  the  iioitheni  part  of  tliis  town,  between  the  mound  called  La  (Tiange  de  Terre 
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and  the  bunks  of  the  Mississippi,  descending  tbc  said  river.  _  Three  sides  of  the  land  petitioned  for^arc 
bounded  by  his  Majesty's  domain,  and  the  other  side,  ^vhich  is  to  the  cast-northeast,  is  bounded  by  the 

^•^"'^;:;tS.^;r:SSfr;:Cg;^u^Sr;:ese„t  in  the  town  of  St.  Louis,  t,^,  J-J^^,  H^^. 


Dun  Zenon  Trudcau,  lieutenant  governor  of  the  ivestern  jiati  of  Illinois. 
In  consequence  of  the  demand  to  us  made  by  the  free  mulatto  woman  named  Esther,  residing-,  &c. 

Truly  translated  from  Livrc  Terrein,  book  5,  pages  10  and  11.     St.  Louis,  March  1,  1833.1 

^  JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 

Name  of  original  claim- 
ant. 

Quantity, 
arpents. 

Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and  situation. 

70 

Esther,  free  mulatto 
\voraan. 

80 

Concession,  Octo- 
ber 5,  1793. 

Z.  Trudeau 

Zenon  Trudeau;  Octobers,  1793; 

north  of  St.  Louis. 

Evidence  icith  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

Auqust  2'2,  1806. — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  The  honorable  Jojiu  B.  C. 
Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  James  L.  Donaldson,  commissioners. 

Tiie  same,  (Jacque  Clamorgan,)  assignee  of  Esther,  a  mulatto  woman,  claiming  four  by  twenty 
arpents  of  land,  situate  in  the  prairie  of  St.  Louis,  produces  a  duly  registered  warrant  of  survey  from 
Zenon  Trudeau,  dated  the  2d  October,  1798,  granted  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  hay,  and  a  deed  of  transfer 
of  the  same  dated  the  2d  September,  1794. 

Joseph  Brazeau,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  to  hie  knowledge  claimant  did  make  hay  on  said  land, 
but  cannot  say  positively  when. 

The  board  reject  this  claim. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  485.) 

March  6,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  F.  11.  Conway,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
commissioners. 

Esther,  free  mulatto  woman,  claiming  eighty  arpents  of  laud. — (See  Livre  Terrein,  No.  5.  pages  10 
and  11;  book  C,  pages  159  and  160.) 

Rene  Dodier,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  ho  knew  Esther,  a  free  mulatto  woman,  who  lived  with 
Clamorgan;  that  she  had  a  grant  of  land  near  the  mound  commonly  called  La  Grange  do  Terre;  that  she 
lived  with  Clamorgan  as  if  she  had  been  his  wife;  that  Clamorgan  had  several  children  by  her;  that 
Esther  had  cattle  which  were  sent  to  pasture,  along  with  Clamorgan's  cattle,  on  said  piece  of  land,  and 
that  she  was  generally  known  as  being  the  lawful  owner  of  said  land;  that  said  land  was  comprised  in 
the  common  field  of  St.  Louis,  the  fence  of  said  field  running  on  this  side  of  where  now  lives  Mr.  John 
Mullanphy.  Witness  further  says  that  he  thinks  Esther's  land  extended  to  the  bank  of  the  Mississippi, 
as  it  did  not  run  west  of  the  road  going  to  Bellefontaine. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  111.) 

April  26,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  A.  G.  Harrison,  F.  R.  Conway, 
commissioners. 

In  the  case  of  Esther,  claiming  eighty  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  111  of  this  book.) 
Jean  Baptiste  Riviere,  dit  Bacanne,  duly  sworn,  says  he  knew  Esther,  a  free  mulatto  woman,  who 
lived  witli  Clamorgan;  that  to  his  knowledge  said  Esther  had  to  the  north  of  St.  Louis  a  small  piece  of 
land  which  had  been  given  to  her  by  the  public  at  the  end  of  their  common  fields,  and  that  Esther  made 
use  of  said  piece  of  land  as  a  pasture  for  her  calves  and  cows;  that  the  said  land  was  situated  between 
the  mound  commonly  called  La  Grange  de  Terre  and  the  next  mound  south  of  the  Grange  de  Terre,  and 
running  from  the  descent  of  the  hill  between  the  above  said  two  mounds  to  the  Mississippi;  that  he 
does  not  know  exactly  how  long  she  possessed  the  said  land.  Ue  further  says  that  when  he  said  that  the 
said  laud  had  been  given  to  Esther  by  the  public  he  meant  the  government. 

Franciiis  Duchouquettc,  duly  sworn,  says  he  knows  that  Esther  owned  a  piece  of  land  situated  at  the 
foot  of  the  Grange  de  Terre,  and  running  thence  to  the  Mississippi,  but  does  not  know  what  quantity  of 
land;  that  said  Esther  was  the  reputed  owner  of  said  land  for  more  than  ten  years. 

Elizabeth  Ilortez,  duly  sworn,  said  that  she  heard  her  husband  and  others  saj-  that  Esther  had  a  piece 
(if  land  situated  about  the  Grange  de  Terre,  and  running  towards  the  Mississippi;  that  she  always  under- 
stood that  Esther  was  the  reputed  owner  of  said  laud ;  that  the  cows  which  were  at  Clamorgan's  were 
always  called  Esther's  cows. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  160.) 

November  8,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Esther,  free  mulatto  woman,  claiming  eighty  arpents  of  land. — (See  pages  111  and  160  of  this  book.) 
The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Esther  or  her 
legal  reiirescntatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (Sec  book  No.  6,  page  310.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  COXWAY. 
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No.  71. — Jcin.v  Neyboi-r,  clainiiiuj  8  bij  40  arjicn/^. 

To  Dim  Zcnon  Tnidcau,  liculenant  (joivrnor,  and  (rniDiianihr-iii-diirf  of  thr  um/i'rn  part.  I'l'  lUinoia : 

Jcilin  Noybuui',  residing'  on  the  river  Maranie<',  liumlily  .sniiiilieiites,  ami  lias  tlir  linnor  to  re|ii'r.scnt  to 
you  that  lac  would  wish  to  obtain  t)f  your  goodness  the  ([uanlity  of  eight  ar[jents  ol'  land  (in  front)  by 
forty  arpents  in  depth,  situated  on  the  said  river,  and  distant  an  arpent  and  a  half  from  the  small  house 
belonging  to  Mr.  Clamorgan,  in  aseending-  on  the  right  shore  of  the  said  Maramec. 

The  said  land  now  petitioned  for  having  its  front  on  the  said  Maramee,  and  its  depth  running  in  a 
northeast  direction,  in  the  same  manner  as  other  lands  have  been  heretofore  granted  in  said  place.  The 
petitioner  shall  never  cease  to  render  thanks  to  your  goodness. 

JOHN  NEYBOUK,  his  +  mark. 

St.  Louis,  Odoh'v  19,  1195. 

Don  Zcnon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor,  and  commander-in-chief  of  the  western  part  of  Illinois, 
having  ascertained  that  the  eight  arpents  of  land  in  front,  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Maramec,  liy  the 
depth  of  forty  arpents  in  a  northeast  direction,  and  distant  an  arpent  and  a  half  from  the  land  of  Mr. 
Olaniorgan,  belonging-  to  his  Majcst}''s  domain,  and  shall  not  cause  ]>rejudiec  to  anybody,  Mr.  Clamorgan 
shall  i)ut  the  said  John  Neybour  in  possession  of  the  .said  tract,  in  order,  afterwards,  to  deliver  to  him  the 
concession  for  the  same. 

ZENOX  TRUDEAU. 

St.  Loi-is,  October  20,  1795. 

By  virtue  of  the  lieutenant  governor's  decree,  bearing  date  iOth  instant,  we  do  certify  to  have  put 
Mr.  John  Neybour  in  possession  of  the  tract  of  land  here  above  petitioned  for,  situated  on  the  river  Mara- 
mec, consisting  of  eigdit  arpents  in  front  on  the  banks  of  the  river  ^Maramec,  one  arpent  and  a  half  ahi.ivo 
the  house  of  Mr.  Clamorgan,  wliich  is  situated  near  the  cart  road  leading  to  the  Saline.  The  said  four 
arpents  in  front  shall  extend  in  depth  to  the  northeast,  and  shall  be  bounded  south  by  the  tract  of  one 
arpent  and  a  half  of  said  Clamorgan,  and  north  by  his  Majesty's  domain. 

The  present  grant  being  i)rejudicial  to  no  person.  In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  given  the  iircsent 
in  St.  Louis,  this  21st  of  October,  1795. 

J.  CLAMORGAN. 


Don  Zcnon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor,  and  commander-in-chief  of  the  leestern  part  of  Illinois. 

In  consequence  of  the  demand  to  us  made  by  Mr.  Jolni  Neybour,  a  Tierman  b_y  birth,  and  inhabitant 
of  this  dependency,  whom  we  have  caused  to  be  put  in  possession  by  Mr.  Clamorgan,  under  date  of  21st 
of  the  present  month,  we  have  granted  and  d(.i  grant  to  the  said  John  Neybour,  in  fee  simple,  to  him,  his 
heirs  or  assigns,  or  any  other  representing  his  rights,  the  tract  of  land  above  described,  consisting  of 
eight  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth;  the  said  eight  arpents  being  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  .Alara- 
mec,  bounded  on  the  south  side  by  a  small  tract  of  land  of  one  arpent  and  a  half,  on  which  there  is  a  house 
belonging  to  Mr.  Clamorgan,  and  on  the  north  side  by  liis  Majesty's  domain,  and  running  parallel  in  depth 
in  a  northeast  direction. 

The  said  concession  not  being  prejudicial  to  any  person,  we  do  grant  it  to  him,  under  charge  and 
condition  that  he  shall  form  an  establishment  thereon  in  one  year  from  this  day,  under  pain  to  have  the 
same  reunited  to  his  Majesty's  domain;  and  it  siiall  be  subject  to  the  laws,  taxes,  and  impositiims  which 
it  may  please  his  Majesty  hereafter  to  impose. 

Given  in  St.  Louis,  this  22d  day  of  October,  of  the  year  1795. 

The  word  eight,  erased,  to  stand  good. 

ZENON  TRUDEAU. 

Nofa. — In  the  original,  where  the  word  eight  {hint)  is  used,  the  word  four  {quaire)  has  lieen  first 
written,  and  afterwards  altered  into  eight,  except  in  the  fourth  line  from  the  top,  in  Glamorgan's  certili- 
cate,  where  the  word  four  {quatre)  stands  as  first  written. 

At  the  foot  of  the  concession,  which  was  written  by  Clamorgan,  the  apjiroval  of  the  word  eight  is  in 
Zenon  Trudeau's  own  handwriting. 

Trulv  translated.     St.  Louis,  March  25,  1833. 

JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


JoHX  ^V,iTKIXrf,  claiming  SOO  arpoitg. 

To  Dun  C'liarle.-!  Dehault  Delas>>iis,  lieutenant  colonel,  attached  to  the  .stationari/  regiment  of  Louisiana,  and 
lieutenant  governor  of  the  upper  part  ef  the  yame  province  : 

Doctor  John  Watkins  has  the  honor  of  representing  to  you  that,  having  purchased  of  John  Neybour 
(as  is  evinced  liy  the  certified  copy  of  the  deed  of  sale,  executed  July  12,  1799,  here  annexed)  a  tract  of 
land  of  eight  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  situated  on  the  river  Maramec,  such  as  it  is  designated 
in  the  title  of  concession  which  it  has  pleased  your  predecessor,  Don  Zenon  Trudeau,  to  expedite  in  favor 
of  the  proprietor,  the  said  John  Neybour,  under  date  of  October  22,  1795,  also  here  annexed  for  the  better 
intelligence  of  your  ])etitioner's  demand,  wliich  is  to  supplicate  your  justice  to  tie  pleased  to  grant  to  him 
an  augmentation  of  about  six  ov  seven  arpents  in  front,  it  being'  the  space  comprised  between  the  above- 
mentioned  land  and  the  land  belonging  to  Mr.  Gabriel  Cerre,  by  the  depth  alreaily  mentioned.  The  |ieti- 
tioner  has  the  honor  to  observe  lo  you  that  hi'  is  owner  of  a  very  large  number  of  cattle  of  all  kinds;   that 
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the  quantity  of  laud  contained  in  liis  purcliasc  aforesaid  lias  but  a  small  part  of  it  fit  for  cultivation,  the 
depth  being-  hill}'  and  sterile  land.     The  quantity  of  land  which  he  claims  of  your  justice  will  enable  him 
to  extend  his  fields,  and  will  give  him  a  greater  range  for  the  pasture  of  his  cattle;  favor  which  the  peti- 
tioner hopes  to  deserve  from  the  generosity  of  the  government  and  of  your  justice. 
St.  Louis,  October  30,  ITJO. 


St.  Louis  OF  Illinois,  October  30,  1799. 

In  conscciucnce  of  the  authenticity  of  the  documents  annexed  to  the  foregoing  memorial,  in  which  said 
documents  are  mentioiK.'d,  and  taking  into  consideration  the  just  demand  of  tiie  interested,  the  surveyor, 
Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  measure  and  set  Ijoundaries  to  the  land  purchased  by  tiie  petitioner  according 
to  the  tenor  of  the  concession  produced  by  hiin,  including  in  said  measurement  the  augmentation  solicited 
in  the  foregoing  memorial,  provided  it  does  not  exceed  six  or  seven  arpents  in  front,  conformably  to  what 
is  expressed  above.  And  this  operation  being  executed,  he  shall  deliver  a  certificate  to  the  interested,  in 
order  to  enable  him,  with  the  same,  to  obtain  the  confirmation  of  the  primitive  title,  and  the  delivery  of 
the  concession  in  form  from  the  intendancy  general  of  these  provinces,  to  which  tribunal  alone  corresponds 
the  granting  of  lands  and  town  lots  belonging  to  the  royal  domain. 

CARLOS  DEIIAULT  DELASSUS. 


Don  Antonio  Soulard,  surveijor  general  of  Upper  Louisiana. 

I  do  certify  that  on  the  5th  of  October  of  last  year,  (by  virtue  of  the  decree,  here  annexed,  of  tho 
lieutenant  colonel,  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor  of  this  Upper  Louisiana,  under  date 
of  30tli  of  October  of  the  aforesaid  year,  and  of  other  documents  mentioned  in  the  said  memorial,  and 
ail  annexed  to  the  same,)  I  went  on  the  land  of  John  Watkins  in  order  to  survey  the  same,  conformably  to 
his  demand  of  613  arpents  in  superficie,  which  measurement  has  been  taken  in  presence  of  the  proprietor 
and  of  the  adjoining  neighbors,  with  the  perch  of  Paris,  of  18  feet  in  length,  according  to  the  custom  adopted 
in  this  jirovince  of  Louisiana,  and  without  regard  to  the  variation  of  the  needle,  which  is  7°  30'  east,  as  is 
evinced  by  the  foregoing  figurative  plat.  The  said  land  is  situated  at  about  sixteen  miles  to  the  south- 
west of  this  town  of  St.  Louis,  and  bounded  as  follows:  northeast  by  vacant  lands  of  the  royal  domain, 
southwest  by  tiie  margin  of  the  river  Maramec,  southeast  by  land  of  Santiago  Clamorgan,  and  northwest 
by  lands  of  Don  Gabriel  Cerre  ;  and  that  it  shall  be  available  according  to  law,  I  do  give  the  present,  with 
the  firegoing  figurative  plat,  on  which  are  designated  the  dimensions  and  natural  and  artificial  boundaries 
of  said  land. 

ANTONIO  SOULARD,  Surwyor  General. 

St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  December  7,  1800. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  March  27,  1833. 
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No. 


Name  of  original 
claimant. 


iuantitj',  in 
arpents. 


Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 


By   whom  granted. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 


71 


John  Watkins,  for 
himself,  and  as  as- 
signee of  J.  Ney- 
bour. 


800 


Concession  for  320 
to  John  Neybour, 
October  22,  1795. 

Concession  for  aug- 
mentation, Octo- 
ber 30,  1799. 


Zenon  Trudeau. 


Carlos     Dehault 
Delassus. 


J.  Clamorgan,  October  21, 
1795. 

Antoine  Soulard,  December 
7,  1800;  10  miles  from  St. 
Louis,  on  the  Maramec. 


Evidence  tvilh  reference  to  minule.'i  and  records. 

October  0,  1808. — Board  met.  Present:  The  Hon.  Clement  B.  Penrose  and  Frederick  Bates,  commis- 
sioners. 

John  Watkins,  assignee  of  Joseph  Neybour,  claiming  eight  arpents  front  by  forty  arpents  deep, 
wituatc  on  the  river  Maramec,  district  of  St.  Louis,  produces  to  the  board  a  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau, 
lieutenant  governor,  for  the  same,  to  Joseph  Nej'bour,  dated  October  22,  1795,  and  registered  in  bo(ik  of 
register  No.  5;  No.  29,  a  certified  copy  of  a  deed  of  transfer  from  said  Nej-bour  to  claimant,  dated  July 
12,  1798,  and  certified  October  31,  1803;  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  of  G13  arpents,  dated  November 
5,  1799,  and  certified  October  0,  (December  7,)  1800. 

Pierre  Tournat,  alias  Lajoy,  sworn,  says  that  Joseph  Neybour  settled  on  said  land  fourteen  j-ears 
ago,  and  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  same  from  that  lime  rtntil  about  1801  or  1S02,  and  that  the  same 
has  been  inhabiti'd  and  cultivated  ever  since  for  claimant. 

Same,  claiming  six  or  seven  arpents  front  by  forty  arpents  deep,  as  an  augmentation  of  the  fore- 
going claim,  produces  to  the  board,  in  support  thereof,  a  concession  from  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus, 
lieutenant  governor,  to  claimant  for  the  same,  dated  October  30,  1799,  and  also  the  above-mentioned  plat 
and  certificate  of  survey. 

Antoine  Soulard  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  that  before  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor,  left  this 
countrj',  he  did  actually  grant  to  claimant  tiie  aforesaid  augmentation,  but  on  a  search  made  for  the  same 
it  could  not  be  found  ;  says  that  he  wrote  the  petition  and  concession  signed  by  Delassus,  lieutenant  gov- 
ernor, now  produced;  but  on  being  interrogated  as  to  the  date  thereof,  referred  the  bo'M'd  to  a  former 
answer  made  liy  him  before  this  board  on  a  similar  question.  May  2,  1806,  page  270,  book  No.  1,  to  wit: 

tiuestiiui.  Do  you  recollect  when  that  was  written,  and  is  it  your  belief  that  it  was  written  at  the 
time  it  bears  date  '! 
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Hero  tlie  witiii'ss  vorusoil  to  answer  ;  wlioreu|Hiii  lie  was  asked  by  tlie  liuard  wlietlier  lie  meant  to 
g'ivc  similar  answers  to  tlie  questions  in  all  similar  eases,  and  answered  yes. — (See  lio(jk  No.  3,  iiaj.;'e  278.) 

Janvanj  16,  1809. — Board  met.     Present:  John  B.  C.  Liieas  and  Frederick  Hates,  eommissioncrs. 

John  ^^'atkins,  assignee  of  Joseph  Neybour,  a  claim  for  eijj;ht  arpents  front  by  forty  in  depth,  situate 
on  the  river  JIaramee,  district  of  St.  Louis. — (Sec  book  No.  3,  page  278.)  The  board  exaininint;'  the 
original  concession  in  this  claim  arc  satislied  that  the  quantity  originally  granted  was  four  arpents  front, 
and  that  the  alteration  made  in  said  quantity  is  spurious.  Gonfirnn'il  to  John  Watkins  KiO  arpents,  and 
order  that  tiic  same  be  surveyed  so  as  to  include  the  improvement  of  Joseph  Neybour,  four  ari)cnts  in  front 
on  the  Maramec  by  forty  arpents  in  depth,  on  any  land  not  heretofore  legally  surveyed,  that  may  be  found 
vacant  there,  except  the  survey  heretofore  made  for  claimant.  Certificate  to  issue  on  return  of  survey. — 
(See  book  No.  3,  page  430.) 

March  1'2,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn  and  A.  G.  Harrison, 
commissioners. 

John  Watkins,  for  self,  and  as  assig-nee  of  John  Neybour,  claiming  800  arpents  of  land  situate  on  the 
^laramec. — (See  liook  C,  page  530,  and  following;  minutes,  No.  3,  piages  278  and  430;  Livre  Terrein,  No. 
5,  page  20.)  Produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  dated  22d  October, 
1795,  to  Jolm  Neybour,  for  400  arpents,  an  order  of  survey  to  John  AVatkiiis  for  800  ar[ients,  said  survey 
taken  5th  Noveml)er,  and  certilied  by  Antoine  Soulard  7th  December,  1800;  a  deed  from  John  Neybour  to 
John  Watkins;  a  notice  of  A.  Soulard  to  said  W^atkins;  copy  of  a  petition  from  said  Soulard,  certilied  liy 
Frederick  Bates,  recorder  of  land  titles;  aflidavit  of  A.  Soulard  and  James  Mackay;  affidavit  of  Jacque 
Clamiirgan,  and  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  fur  (313  arpents,  taken  9th  Novemlier,  and  certified  by 
Soulard  the  7th  December,  1800. 

M.  P.  Leduc,  C.  F.  Delauriere,  and  A.  Tison,  being  duly  sworn,  certifj^  to  the  signature  of  all  the 
above  papers.  A.  Tison  further  states  that  to  his  knowledge  the  said  tract  of  land  was  inhabited  and 
cultivated  in  about  1802  or  1803.— (See  book  No.  6,  page  114.) 

November  8,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
and  F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

John  Watkins,  in  his  own  name,  and  as  assignee  of  John  Neybour,  claiming  800  arpents  of  land. — 
(See  page  114  of  this  book.)  The  board  observe  that  after  a  minute  examination  of  John  Neybour's 
concession  they  see  no  good  reasons  for  believing  with  the  former  board  that  the  alteration  mentioned 
■was  spurious,  as  the  word  four,  altered  into  eight,  was  sanctioned  by  the  lieutenant  governor  in  the 
following,  in  his  own  handwriting,  to  wit:  "The  word  eight,  erased,  to  stand  good;"  immediately  under 
wiiich  follows  his  own  signature,  making  the  quantity  of  arpents  granted  eight  in  front  by  forty  in  depth. 
The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  100  arpents  (being  the  balance  claimed  by  John  Neybour) 
should  be  confirmed,  the  former  board  having  already  confirmed  the  other  160.  Tho  board  are  also  of 
opinion  that  six  or  seven  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  granted  to  Jofin  Watkins,  should  also  be 
confirmed. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  31L) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  72. — J.  M.  P.vnx,  claiming  8  bij  25  arjKnts. 

To  the  Lieutenant  Governor: 

Joseph  Marie  Papin,  an  inhabitant  of  this  town  of  St.  Louis,  in  tho  most  respectful  manner,  in  his 
right  says,  that  wishing  to  form  a  plantation  for  the  purpose  of  cultivation  and  raising  of  cattle,  ho 
supplicates  you  to  grant  to  him  8  arpents  of  land  of  his  Majesty's  doraain  adjoining  north  to  the  land  of 
Mr.  Motard,  east  to  the  Mississippi,  south  to  tho  land  of  Mr.  Tayon,  and  west  to  the  main  road,  (Camino 
Real,)  leading  to  Mr.  Delor's  village;  subjecting  himself  to  leave  a  sufficient  road  between  his  concession 
and  that  of  said  Motard  to  enable  people  and  cattle  to  pass;  and  also  to  leave  vacant  the  Indian  village 
near  the  river  Mississippi,  which  is  bounded  north  by  Mr.  Motard's  plantation.  Favor  which  the  petitioner 
expects  of  j'our  equitable  justice. 

J.  M.  PAPIN. 

St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  March  28,  178T. 


Don  Francisco  Cruzat,  lieutenant  colonel  of  infantry  by  brevet,  cajjfain  of  grenadiers  in  the  stationary  regiment 
of  Louisiana,  commandant  and  lieutenant  governor  of  the  rcestern  jmrt  and  didrict  of  Illinois. 

Having  examined  the  statement  in  the  above  memorial,  dated  28th  March  of  this  present  year, 
presented  by  Mr.  Jolm  ilarie  Papin,  inliabiting  and  residing  in  tliis  town,  I  have  granted  and  do  gi'ant  in 
fee  simple  to  him,  his  heirs,  and  others  who  may  represent  Ids  right,  the  eight  arpents  of  land  solicited  by 
him,  and  which  sliall  begin  from  the  plantaiion  of  Joseph  Motard,  (leaving  free  all  the  space  contained  in 
the  prairie  called  the  Little  Indian  village,  in  order  that  the  animals  belonging  to  the  puldic  may  pass 
freely  and  go  down  to  the  Mississiiipi,  as  they  have  been  and  are  yet  accustomed  to  do,)  until  it  reaches 
the  plantation  of  Joseyih  Tallon;  on  condition  to  establish  and  improve  the  said  tract  of  land  in  the  term 
of  one  year,  to  begin  from  this  date,  and  on  the  contrary  to  be  reunited  to  the  royal  domain.  And  it 
shall  be  liable  to  public  charges  and  others  which  it  may  please  his  Majesty  to  impose. 

Given  in  St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  the  30th  of  JIarch,  1787. 

FRANCO.  CRUZAT. 

Registered  at  the  desire  of  the  interested.     (Book  No.  2,  pages  12  and  13  ) 
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To  Dun   Charles  Dehault  Delmsui^,  lieutenant  colonel,  attached  to  the  stationary  regiment  of  Louisiana,  and 
lieutenant  governor  of  the  upper  imrl  of  the  same  province  : 

Joseph  Marie  Papiri  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  you,  in  support  of  tlie  title  of  concession  which  it 
has  pleased  the  lieutenant  governor,  Don  Francisco  Cruzat,  to  grant  to  your  petitioner  under  date  of  30th 
March,  1187,  which  original  document  is  here  annexed,  tliat  the  want  of  a  surveyor  appointed  by  the 
government  having  prevented  him  to  have  boundaries  set  to  the  said  land  up  to  this  day,  and  in  conse- 
([uence  of  this  operation  not  having  heretofore  been  executed,  he  has  the  honor  t^  supplicate  you  to  have 
the  goodness  to  order  the  surveyor  of  this  Upper  Louisiana  to  measure  the  said  land  when  the  petitioner 
sliall  require  it,  with  the  particular  observation  to  give  to  the  said  land  a  depth  of  about  twenty-five 
arpents,  in  order  to  avoid  hereafter  the  ditliculties  which  might  result  in  accomplishing  literally  what  is 
expressed  in  his  petition,  which  says  that  the  said  land  shall  bo  bounded  in  the  depth  bg  the  road  leading 
to  Mr.  Dclofs  village.  As  a  road  is  always  subject  to  alterations  which  might  increase  or  lessen  his 
property,  he  wishes  to  have  it  invariably  lixed  to  25  arpents  in  depth.  Favor  which  he  hopes  to  obtain  of 
your  justice. 

JN.  PAPIN. 

St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  December  28,  1802. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  December  29,  1802. 
By  virtue  of  the  title  of  concession  granted  to  the  interested,  under  date  of  March  30,  1787,  by  the 
lieutenant  governor,  Don  Francisco  Cruzat,  and  in  consideration  of  the  survey  which  is  solicited,  the  sur- 
veyor of  this  Upper  Louisiana,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  measure  the  land  designated  in  the  primitive 
title  here  annexed,  and  also  conformably  to  his  demand  in  the  foregoing  memorial,  in  order  that,  being 
vested  with  the  necessary  documents,  the  petitioner  may  apply  to  the  general  inteudancy  of  this  province, 
and  solicit  the  ratification  and  title  of  property  in  form  from  the  same  tribunal. 

CARLOS  DEIIAULT  DELASSUS. 


Eegistered  at  the  desire  of  the  interested.     (Book  No.  2,  pages  13,  14,  and  15.) 
Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  March  28,  1833. 


SOULARD. 
JULIUS  DE  MUN. ' 


I  do  certify  to  all  w^hom  it  may  concern  that  I  have  been  several  times  requested  by  Mr.  M.  Papin 
to  survey  for  him  a  concession  near  this  town,  conformably  to  his  titles;  one  from  Don  Francisco 
Cruzat,  under  date  of  March  30,  1787,  and  the  other  from  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  of  December  29,  1802; 
which  survey  I  was  obliged  to  delay  on  account  of  various  occupations  of  my  oflSce,  and  at  other  times 
when  said  survey  might  have  been  made  the  proprietor  was  absent. 

ANTOINE  SOULARD,  Surveyor  General  Territory  Louisiana. 

St.  Louis,  February  22,  1806. 


Truly  translated.     November  22,  1833. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN,  T.  B.  G. 


No. 


72 


Name  of  original  claimant. 


Quantity, 
arpents. 


Nature  and  date  of  claim. 


By  whom  granted. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date, 
and  situation. 


Joseph  M.  Papin 8  by  1 7 


First  concession,  March 
30,  1787. 

Second  concession,  De- 
cember 29,  1802. 


Francisco  Cruzat, 

Carlos    Dehault 
Delassus. 


Special  location. 


Evidence  tvith  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

December  6,  1811. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Jos.  M.  Papin,  claiming  8  by  25  arpents  of  land  situate  on  the  commons  of  St.  Louis,  produces  record 
of  a  concession  from  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  dated  December  29,  1802.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the 
feoard  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  5,  page  479.) 

ITarch  12,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
commissioners. 

Joseph  M.  Papin's  legal  representatives,  claiming  8  by  17  arpents  of  land,  situated  south  of  Little 
river  or  Mill  creek,  on  tlie  west  side  of  the  road  leading  from  St.  Louis  to  Carondelet,  which  separates 
the  same  from  the  arsenal,  about  two  and  a  half  miles  from  St.  Louis. — (Sec  book  C,  pages  434  and  435, 
for  first  and  second  concessions,  and  certificate  of  Soulard,  Livrc  Terrcin,  No.  4,  page  16.)  Produces  a 
paper  purporting  to  be  a  concession  from  Francisco  Cruzat,  dated  March  30,  1787;  also  an  additional  con- 
cessit! from  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  December  29,  1802;  a  certificate  of  A.  Soulard,  surveyor 
general,  dated  February  2,  1806;  a  plat  of  survey,  signed  M.  P.  Le  Due,  dated  August  27,  1823. 

Albert  Tison,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  signaturt^g  to  the  above  papers  are  in  the  respective 
handwriting  of  tlie  above-named  persons  who  signed  them,  except  the  signature  of  Francisco  Crozat, 
with  which  he  is  not  acquainted. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  115.) 

November  8,  1833. — The  board  met.     Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison,  F.  R.  Conwa}',  commissioners. 

Joseph  Marie  Papin,  claiming  200  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  115  of  this  book.)  The  board  are 
unanimously  of  opinion  tliat  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  tlie  said  Joseph  Marie  ^pin,  or  to  his 
legal  representatives,  according  to  Charles  Dehault  Delassus's  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  311.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 
'  -  L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 
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No.  73. — A.  S.vrciR.MX,  claiming  20,000  arpen/.'<. 

To  Don  Zenon  Trudcnv,  lieutenant  colonel,  captain  in  the  slationari/  rnjimcnl  of  Louisiana,  and  lieutenant 

governor  of  the  ireatern  part  of  lltinois  : 

Ant.  Saug-niin,  a  Frrncliniau,  ha.s  the  honor  to  i-cpresont  to  you  that,  attcr  liavinj;-  resideil  in  several 
parts  of  the  United  States,  he  heanl  .sueii  advanta,!;-eoua  reports  of  the  assistance  given  by  tlie  Spanisli 
government  to  foreigners  who  camo  to  settle  in  tliis  Upper  Louisiana,  tliat  he  conceived  the  project  to 
come  and  settle  himself  in  this  province.  In  conse(iuence,  he  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  on  the 
subject,  and  your  answer,  dated  September  12,  17'J7,  which  he  received,  was  so  congenial  to  his  wishes 
tliat  from  that  moment  he  considered  himself  as  a  subject  of  his  Majesty,  and  came  to  St.  Louis,  expecting, 
when  it  was  in  liis  jiowcr,  to  send  for  his  family.  Tiie  petitioner  will  not  enter  into  a  minute  detail  of 
the  manner  in  which  he  has  been  formerly  employed  in  the  service  of  his  .Majesty  by  his  excellency 
Count  Galvez,  governor  general  of  this  province,  in  the  department  of  natural  history,  &c.,  as  these 
particulars  have  come  to  your  knowledge;  but,  according  to  your  written  promise,  he  has  the  honor  to 
supplicate  you  to  iiave  the  goodness  to  grant  to  him,  in  full  property,  twenty  thousand  arpents  of  land  in 
superficie,  four  thousand  arpents  to  be  taken  at  about  four  miles  soutliwest  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and 
at  fiftj-seven  miles  from  this  town,  and  the  remaining  sixteen  thousand  arpents  to  be  taken  as  follows: 
ten  thousand  arpents  in  a  vacant  place  of  tlie  domain,  at  the  petitioner's  choice,  and  finally  the  other  six 
thousand  arpents  in  two  ditlcrent  tracts  of  three  tliousand  arpents  each,  in  situations  suitable  to  the 
accomplishment  of  his  contemplated  enterprises,  without  being  prejudicial  to  the  pretensions  of  any  one 
whomsoever.  And  the  petitioner,  having  in  view  the  establishment  of  mills  of  various  kinds,  of  a  di.s- 
tillery,  stock  farm,  &c.,  hopes  tliat  you  will  please  to  auth(jrize  him  to  have  the  right  to  choose  the  said 
tracts  of  land  above  mentioned,  in  all  tlie  extent  of  the  district  of  St.  Louis,  and  on  the  left  side  of  the 
Missouri. 

Your  petitioner,  having  no  other  view  but  employing  iiis  industry  in  accordance  with  the  fidelity 
which  is  due  to  the  government,  hopes  to  obtain  the  favor  which  he  claims  of  your  justice. 

'  A.  SAU GRAIN. 

St.  Louis,  November  8,  1797. 


Bon  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor  rf  the  western  part  of  lUinoia,  d-c. 

The  surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  survey  in  favor  of  the  interested  party  the  twenty  thousand 
arpents  of  land  which  he  solicits  in  the  place  above  cited,  and  shall  deliver  to  the  same  the  proces  verbal 
of  his  survey,  in  order  that  with  this  decree  it  shall  serve  to  him  as  a  title  of  property  until  the  corresponding- 
title  in  form  be  expedited  by  the  governor  general. 

ZENON  TRUDEAU. 


St.  Louis,  November  9,  1797. 

St.  Louis,  March  23,  1833.     Truly  translated. 
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Name  of  original  claim- 
ant. 


Antoine  Saugrain. 


Qu.intity, 
in  arpents. 


20,  000 


Nature  an  1  date  of   ;By  whom  granted, 
claim. 


Concession,  Nov. 
9,  1797. 


Z.  Trudeau 


By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and  situation. 


7,000  arpents.  Fremon  Delauricre, 
deputy  survej'or,  January  1, 
1806;  3,000  arpents  by  same, 
January  5,  1806;  3,000'arpents 
by  same,  January  7,  1806;  re- 
ceived for  record  by  Soulard, 
March  8,  1806;  on  Salt  river. 


Evidence  irith  reference  to  minidcs  and  record.i. 

May  10,  1806. — The  board  met  agreealily  to  adjournment.     Present:  Hon.  Clement  B.  Penrose. 

Antliony  Saugrain,  claiming  20,000  arpents  of  land  situate  in  the  district  of  St.  Charles,  produces  a 
concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau  to  claimant,  dated  November  9,  1797;  a  survey  of  4,006  arpents,  situate 
on  the  waters  of  the  Missouri,  dated  December  27,  1803,  and  certified  January  28,  1804;  and  another 
survey  of  3,000  arpents,  situate  on  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi,  dated  January  7,  and  certified  February 
15,  1804.  Claimant  produced  a  letter  from  Zenon  Trudeau  to  him,  inviting  him  to  the  country,  dated 
September  12,  1797.  The  board  reject  this  claim,  and  observe  that  they  are  satisfied  that  the  above 
concession  was  granted  at  the  time  it  bears  date,  and  is  bona  fide,  but  not  duly  registered. — (See  book  No. 
1,  page  289.) 

Augud  18,  1810. — Board  met.     Present  :  Clement  B.  Penrose,  Frederick  Bates,  commissioners. 

Antoine  Saugrain,  claiming  20,000  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  289.)  It  is  the  opinion 
of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  465.) 

March  12,  1833. — The  Ijoard  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
commissioners. 

Antoine  Saugrain,  liy  his  heirs,  claiming  20,000  arpents  of  land,  of  which  a  league  square  has  been 
confirmed,  (see  book  C,  pages  252  and  253;  minutes  No.  1,  page  289;  No.  4,  page  465,)  produces  a 
paper  purporting  to  be  a  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  dated  Novemlier  9,  1797;  three  plats  of  surveys, 
one  of  which  is  for  7,000  arpents,  and  the  two  others  for  3,000  arpents  each. 
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M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  swoi-n,  says  that  tlie  decree  of  concession,  and  the  signature  to  it,  are  in  the 
handwriting  of  Zenon  Trudeau,  and  the  signature  to  the  petition  is  in  the  handwriting  of  A.  Saugrain. 

C.  Fruraon  Delauriere,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  three  above  plats  of  survey  were  executed  by  him, 
being  at  the  time  commissioned  deputy  surveyor. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  116.) 

November  8,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  Lewis  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  I?.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Antoino  Saugrain,  claiming  20,000  arpents  of  land. — (Sec  page  116  of  this  book.)  The  board  are 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  conhrmed  to  the  said  Autoine  Saugrain,  or  his  legal 
representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (Sec  book  No.  6,  page  312.) 

A.  G.  HA  PRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  74. — The  sons  of  J.  M.  Papin,  daimivg  5,600  arpents. 

To  Don  Charles  DehauU  Dclassus,  lieutenant  colonel,  attached  to  the  regiment  (stationary )  of  Louisiana,  and 
lieutenant  governor  of  the  upper  part  of  the  same  province: 
Joseph  Papin,  Hipolite  Papin,  Pierre  Papin,  Silvestre  Papin,  Didicr  Papin,  Theodore  Papin,  Alexander 
Papin,  brothers,  and  sons  of  Mr.  J.  M.  Papin,  all  of  them  born  under  the  domination  of  his  Majesty,  and 
accustomed  to  the  generosity  and  goodness  of  his  government,  hope  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  take  into 
consideration  their  situation,  and  assist  them  in  their  intention  of  procuring  to  themselves  an  independent 
existence  and  help  their  parents  who  arc  living,  since  a  long  time,  in  unfortunate  circumstances,  unable  to 
give  them  the  necessary  education,  and  render  tliem  fit  to  provide  for  thei  r  own  wants.  All  your  peti- 
tioners being  of  the  same  mind,  have  determined  to  supplicate  you  to  grant  them  your  protection,  and, 
consulting  only  the  goodness  of  your  heart,  to  concede  to  each  of  them  800  arpents  of  land,  or  5,600  arpents, 
to  be  taken  in  one  or  several  vacant  places  of  his  Majesty's  domain.  The  petitioners  presume  to  expect 
this  favor  of  your  justice;  tliey  only  regret  to  have  nothing  else  to  offer  in  return  for  so  much  goodness 
but  the  assurance  of  their  devotedness  and  sincere  and  constant  fidelity  to  the  benevolent  government 
under  which  they  are  born,  and  of  which  they  hope  to  remain  all  their  lives  faithful  subjects. 

HIPOLITE  PAPIN. 

PIERRE  PAPIN. 

THEODORE  PAPIN. 

ALEXANDER  PAPIN. 

JOSEPH  PAPIN. 

DIDIER  PAPIN. 

SILVESTRE  PAPIN. 
St.  Louis,  January  19,  1800. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  January  21,  1800. 

Cognizance  being  taken  of  the  foregoing  statement  and  of  the  praiseworthy  motives  which  influence 
the  petitioners,  and  considering  that  their  family  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  in  the  country,  and  deserving 
the  favors  of  the  government,  1  do  grant  to  the  petitioners,  to  them  and  their  heirs,  the  land  they  solicit, 
provided  it  is  not  to  the  prejudice  of  any  one;  and  the  surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the 
parties  interested  in  possession  of  the  quantity  of  land  they  ask  for,  in  one  or  two  vacant  places  of  the 
royal  domain;  which  being  executed,  he  shall  make  out  a  plat  of  his  survey,  delivering  the  same  to  said 
parties,  with  his  certificate,  in  order  to  serve  to  them  to  obtain  the  concession  and  title  in  form  from  the 
intendant  general,  to  whom  alone  corresponds,  by  royal  order,  the  distributing  and  granting  all  classes  of 
lands  of  the  royal  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 

Truly  translated  from  Spanish  record  of  concessions,  (book  No.  2,  pages  15  and  16.)  St.  Louis, 
August  12,  1833. 
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No. 


74 


Names  of  original  claimants. 


Joseph  Papin,  Didier  Papin, 
Alexand(H-  Papin,  Hipolite 
Papin,  Silvestre  Papin, 
Theodore  Papin, and  Pierre 
Papin 


Quantity, 
in  arpents 


5,600 


Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 


Concession,  Jan- 
uary 21,  1800. 


By  whom  granted. 


Carlos  Dehault 
Dclassus. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date, 
and  situation. 


Evidence  with  reference  to  minides  and  records. 

October  10,  1808.— Board  met.  Present:  The  honorable  Clement  B.  Penrose  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Joseph,  Alexander,  Hipolite,  Pierre,  Silvestre,  Didier,  and  Theodore  Papin — sons  of  Joseph  M.  Papin — 
claiming  800  arpents  of  land  each,  on  any  vacant  land,  produce  to  the  board  a  concession  from  Charles 
Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  for  the  same,  dated  21st  January,  1800.  Laid  over  for  decision. — 
(See  book  No.  3,  page  286.) 
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June  18,  1810. — B(i;u-il  met.  Prcsetit:  Jdliii  11  C.  Liirus,  CK'nieiit  1).  reiirosc,  ami  Fred<'riok  15:itrs, 
commissioners. 

Joseph  I'apiii,  chiiiuing  80(1  arpeiits  of  land. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  280.)  It  is  the  opinicju  of  the 
board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. 

Alexander  Papin,  claiming  800  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  280.)  It  is  the  oiiiuion  of 
the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. 

Hipolite  Papin,  claiming  800  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  280.)  It  is  tiie  opini(.in  of  the 
board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. 

Pierre  Paiiin,  claiming  800  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  280.)  It  is  the  opinion  of  the 
board  that  this  claim  ougiit  not  to  be  confirmed. 

Silvestre  Papin,  claiming  800  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  280.)  It  is  the  o)iinion  of  the 
board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. 

Pidier  Papin,  claiming  800  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  280.)  It  is  the  opinion  of  the 
board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. 

Theodore  Papin,  claiming  800  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No-  3,  page  280.)  It  is  the  opinion  of  the 
board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  380.) 

March  12,  1S33. — Tlic  board  met  pursuant  to  ailjouriiment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
commissioners. 

The  sous  of  Josepii  M.  Papin,  to  wit,  Joseph,  Didier,  Alexander,  Hipolite,  Silvestre,  Theodore,  and 
Pierre,  claiming  800  arpents  tif  land  each,  under  tiie  same  concession. — (See  book  C,  page  435;  minutes 
No.  3,  page  280;  No.  4,  pages  380  and  387;  Spanish  record  of  concession.  No.  2,  page  15,  No.  11;  see 
book  No.  6,  page  117.) 

November  9,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Presen:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  (}.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

The  sons  of  Joseph  M.  Papin,  claiming-  5,000  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  117  of  this  book.)  The 
board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  sons  of  Joseph  M. 
Papin,  to  wit,  Joseph,  Didier,  Alexander,  Hipolite,  Silvestre,  Theodore,  and  Pierre  Papin,  or  their  legal 
representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  0,  page  312.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  K.  CONWAY. 


No.  75. — BERN.iRD  Pr.wte,  claiming  800  arpents. 

To  Mr.  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieulenant  colonel  and  governor  of  the  western  jxirt  of  Illinois,  dw: 

Sir:  The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  you  that,  having  formed  the  project  of  making  a 
plantation  in  this  neighborhood,  he  wishes  to  obtain  a  piece  of  land  on  the  river  Des  Peres,  adjoining, 
south,  the  line  of  Mr.  Papin,  and  bounded  north  by  the  St.  Charles  road,  by  forty  arpents  in  depth.  Favor 
which  he  expects  of  your  justice. 

BERNARD  PRATTE. 

St.  Louis,  Afay  24,  1799. 

St.  Louis,  May  24,  1799. 

Being  satisfied  that  the  land  solicited  is  vacant,  and  of  the  domain  of  his  Majesty,  and  that  tlie 
granting  of  the  same  prejudices  nobody;  that  the  petitioner  is  in  such  circumstances  as  to  enable  him  to 
form  an  establishment  <in  a  large  scale,  tlie  surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  him  iu  possession  of 
800  arpents  of  land  in  superficie,  in  the  manner  most  convenient  to  the  party  interested,  and  advantageous 
for  the  location  of  other  settlers;  and  afterwards  he  shall  make  out  his  plat  of  survey  to  enable  him  to 
solicit  tlie  concession  of  the  governor  general,  who,  knowing  personally  the  petitioner  and  his  family,  has 
no  need  of  a  recommendation. 

ZENON  TEUDEAU. 

I,  the  undersigned,  transfer  to  Madame  Beral  Sar]jy,  and  abandon  to  her,  the  above  title  of  conces' 
sion,  as  being  her  own  and  irrevocable  property,  and  to  enjoy  the  same  as  such. 

BERNARD  PRATTE. 
St.  Louis,  October  17,  1800. 

I  notify  the  party  interested  that  the  present  petition  having  not  lieen  presented  to  me  at  the  time, 
the  place  designated  in  the  same  has  been  taken  by  other  surveys,  and  I  must  have  an  order  from  the 
lieutenant  governor  to  lie  able  to  place  the  same  quantity  of  land  on  any  nther  \acant  jilace  which  shall  be 
chosen. 

SOUL.\RD. 

St.  Louis,  iMay  5,  1803. 

On  account  of  the  above  information,  and  of  the  authenticity  of  the  title,  the  proprietiir  may  take  tlie 
same  quantity  of  land  on  any  other  vacant  part  of  the  domain,  and  this  to  be  executed  by  the  surveyor 
without  oljections,  provided  the  place  chosen  shall  not  be  prejudicial  to  anvbodv. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 

St.  Louis,  May  0,  1803. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  March  0,  1833. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


Don  Antonio  Soulard,  surveyor  general  of  Upper  Louisiana. 

I  do  certify  that  a  tract  of  land  of  800  arpents  in  superficie  was  measured,  the  lines  run  and  bounded, 
in  favor  of  Mrs.  Pelagic  Sarpj-,  and  in  jiresence  of  the  deput.y  surveyor,  lier  agent;  which  concession  was 
abandoned  and  ceded  by  the  original  owner,  Bernard  Pratte,  to  the  said  Pelagic  Sarpy,  as  is  evinced   by 
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tlie  transfer  inserted  below  the  memorial  here  annexed.  Said  measurement  was  taken  with  the  perch  of  Paris, 
of  18  French  feet  lineal  measure  of  the  same  city,  conformably  to  the  agrarian  measure  of  this  province; 
which  land  is  situated  at  about  30  miles  suutiiwest  of  St.  Louis,  bounded  on  the  four  sides  by  vacant  lands 
of  the  royal  domain.  The  said  surve^y  and  measurement  were  executed  without  regard  to  tiie  variation  of 
tlie  needle,  which  is  1°  30'  E.,  as  is  evinced  by  the  foregoing  figurative  plat,  on  which  are  designated  the 
dimensiiins,  courses  of  the  lines,  other  boundaries,  &c.  Said  survey  was  executed  by  virtiie  of  the  decree 
of  tlie  lieutenant  governor,  Don  Zenou  Trudeau,  to  which  is  adjoined  that  of  the  lieutenant  governor  and 
sub-delegate  of  tlie  royal  treasurj-,  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  under  dates  of  May  24,  1799,  and  of 
May  C,  1803,  here  annexed.  And,  in  order  that  all  here  above  cited  be  available  according  to  law,  I  do 
give  the  present,  with  the  foregoing  figurative  plat,  drawn  conformably  to  the  survey  executed  by  the 
deputy  surveyor,  John  Terrey,  on  the  4th  of  January,  1804,  and   who  signed  on   the  minutes,  which  I 

ANTONIO  SOULAED,  Surveyor  General 
St.  Loi'is  OF  Illinois,  April  15,  1804. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  April  8,  1833. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN,  T.  B.  C. 


No. 

Name  of  original 
claimant. 

Quantity, 
in  arpcnts. 

Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and  situation. 

75 

Bernard  Pratte .  . 

800 

Concession,  May 

24,  1799. 
Concession,  May 

6,  1803. 

Zenon  Trudeau . . 

Carlos     Dehault 
Delassus. 

John  Terry,  deputy  surveyor,  Jan- 
uary 4,  1804. 

Certified  by  Soulard  April  15,  1804. 
Thirty  miles  SW.  of  St.  Louis.  • 

Evidence  uith  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

December  6,  1811. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  R  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Madame  Barraul  Sarpy,  assignee  of  Bernard  Pratte,  claiming  800  arpcnts  of  land  situate  on  the 
Maramec,  district  of  St.  Louis,  produces  record  of  a  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor, 
dated  May  24,  1799,  and  a  certificate  from  the  surveyor  that  the  land  is  not  vacant;  record  of  an  order 
from  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  to  survey  the  same  on  vacant  lands,  dated  May  6,  1803;  record  of  a 
plat  of  survey  dated  January  4,  and  certified  April  15,  1804;  record  of  a  transfer  from  Pratte  to  claimant, 
dated  October  17,  1800. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  tlie  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  5,  page  478.) 

March  12,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn  and  A.  G.  Harrison, 
commissioners. 

Bernard  Pratte,  by  his  assignee,  Pelagie  Sarpy,  claiming  800  arpents  of  land,  (see  book  C,  pages  363  and 
36G;  No.  5,  page  478,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau, 
dated  May  24,  1799;  also  a  plat  of  survey  taken  January  4,  and  certified  April  15,  1804;  a  deed  of  convey- 
ance, dated  October  11,  1819,  and  a  concession  from  C.  D.  Delassus,  dated  May  6,  1803. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  signatures  to  the  concessions  are  in  the  proper  handwriting 
of  the  said  Zenon  Trudeau  and  C.  D.  Delassus. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  117.) 

November  9,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  Pi.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Bernard  Pratte,  claiming  800  arpents  of  land — (See  page  117  of  this  book.) 

The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Bernard 
Pratte,  or  to  his  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  312.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  76. — Ch.^rles  Gr.4Tiot,  jr.,  claiming  2,500  ai'jxnts. 

To  Don   Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  colonel,  attached  to  the  stationary  regiment  of  Louisiana,  and 
lieutenant  governor  of  the  uppei'  part  of  the  same  province  : 

Charles  Gratiot,  junior,  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  you  that,  being  of  an  age  at  which  he  ought  to 
think  of  procuring  to  himself  an  independent  existence,  he  hopes  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  assist  him  in 
his  views,  and  grant  to  him  the  same  favor  which  the  government  diffuses  upon  all  his  Majesty's  subjects; 
therefore,  having  formed  the  project  of  establishing  a  farm  on  a  large  scale,  he  has  the  honor  to  supplicate 
you  to  have  the  goodness  to  grant  to  him,  in  full  property,  2,500  arpents  of  land  in  superficie,  to  be  taken 
in  a  vacant  place  of  the  King's  domain,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Maramec,  between  the  river  called  A  Calve 
and  the  Little  Maramec,  so  as  to  include  the  bottom,  situated  at  about  fifty-four  of  sixty  mile's  from  the 
mouth  of  the  said  river  Maramec,  one  of  its  branches,  or  thereabout. 

Tiie  petitioner  hopes  that  the  numerous  family  of  his  father,  the  length  of  time  they  have  been  in  the 
country,  and  their  constant  fidelity  to  the  government,  will  have  acquired  to  him,  in  your  opinion,  the 
right  to  obtain  the  favor  which  he  presumes  to  expect  of  your  justice. 

CHARLES  GRATIOT,  Jr. 

St.  Louis,  December  15,  1802. 
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St.  Liiuis  cif  Im.i.n'dis,  Divcmlx-r  IG,  lSO-2. 

Whereas  it  is  evident  that  tlie  i)etitiiincr  pussesses  iiuire  than  siinicieiit  means  tti  improve  tlie  lani.is 
wliieli  lie  solicits,  I  do  grant  to  him  and  his  heirs  the  land  whieh  he  solicits,  (irovided  it  is  nut  prejudicial 
to  any  person;  and  the  surve.yor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  party  interested  in  possession  of  the 
quantity  of  land  he  asks,  in  the  place  desig-nated;  and  this  being  executed,  Ik;  shall  draw  a  plat  of  his 
survey,  delivering  the  same  to  the  party,  with  his  certificate,  in  order  to  enaljle  him  to  obtain  the  con- 
cession and  title  in  form  from  the  intendant  general,  to  whom  alone  corrcspnnds,  by  royal  order,  the 
distributing  and  granting  all  classes  of  lands  of  the  royal  domain. 

t'ARLOS  DEIIAULT  DELASSUS. 

Registered  at  the  desire  of  the  partv  interested,  pages  18  and  I'.i,  in  book  No.  1  of  titles  of  concessions. 
No.  11. 

SOULARD. 
Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  April  '2,  1833. 

JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 

Name  of  original 
claimaut. 

Quantity, 
in  arpents. 

Nature  and  date  of  claim.   ,    By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 

16 

Charles  Gratiot,  jr. 

2,500 

1 

Concession,  December  (  Carlos     Dehault 
16,  1802.                            Delassus. 

On  the  Mararaec,  54  or  60 
miles  from  its  mouth. 

Evidence  icilh  reference  to  minutest  and  records^. 

November  20,  1811. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Charles  Gratiot,  jr.,  claiming  2,500  arpents  of  land  situate  on  the  Maramec,  district  of  St.  Louis, 
produces  record  of  concession  from  Charles  D.  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  dated  16th  December,  1802. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  5,  page  427.) 

March  13,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  Lewis  P.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
commissioners. 

Charles  Gratiot,  jr.,  claiming  2,500  arpents  of  land  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  Maramec,  between 
the  river  commonly  called  Cave  and  Little  Maramec,  so  as  to  include  the  liottom,  and  situated  about  54  or 
60  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  Maramec,  (see  book  D,  page  119;  book  No.  5,  page  427,)  produces  a 
paper  purporting  to  be  a  concession  from  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  16th  December,  1802. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  says  that  tlie  signature  to  the  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwriting-  of 
said  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  119.) 

November  9,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjourimient.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Charles  Gratiot,  jr.,  claiming  2,500  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  119  of  this  book.)  The  board  are 
unanimously  of  opinion  tliat  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Charles  Gratiot,  jr.,  or  to  his  legal 
representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  313.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  77. — Lew  Theel,  claiming  200  ai'pentri. 

To  Don  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,   lieidenant  colonel,  attached  to  the  stationary  regiment  of  Louisiana,  and 
lieutenant  governor  of  the  upper  part  of  the  same  province  : 

Levy  Theel,  R.  C,  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  you  that  he  settled,  about  two  years  ago,  (with  the 
consent  of  Mr.  Zenon  Trudeau,)  on  apiece  of  land  situated  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  Maramec,  which 
land  be  has  ever  since  continued  to  cultivate  with  success,  without  giving  cause  to  anybody  to  complain 
about  his  conduct.  Various  circumstances  have  prevented  him  to  present  his  petition  to  Mr.  Trudeau  in 
order  to  obtain  the  fulhlment  of  his  premise;  but,  full  of  confidence  in  your  justice,  he  hopes  that  you 
will  be  pleased  to  grant  to  him  on  the  said  river  Maramec,  and  at  the  place  which  he  cultivates,  tlie  quan- 
tity of  two  hundred  arpents  of  land  in  superficie,  which  shall  be  bounded  on  oue  side  by  the  plantation 
formerly  belonging  to  Thos.  Tyler,  and  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Gabriel  Cerre.  Favor  which  he  presumes 
to  expect  of  your  justice. 

LEVY  TIIEEL. 

St.  Louis,  December  15,  1799. 


St.  Louts  of  Illinois,  December  15,  1799. 

Whereas  we  are  informed  that  the  petitioner  possesses  sufficient  means  to  work  and  improve  the 
land  which  lie  is  cultivating  since  two  years,  by  virtue  of  the  permit  of  our  jiredecessor,  and  considering 
that  he  bears  a  good  character,  the  surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  party  interesteil  in  posses- 
sion of  the  same,  and  shall  make  out  a  plat  and  certificate  of  his  survey,  in  order  to  serve  to  solicit  the  con- 
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cession  from   tlie    iiitendant  g-enfral  of   these  provinces,  to  whom  alone  corresponds,  by  order  of  his 
Maiestv,  the  distributiii"-  and  i>-rantinff  all  chisses  of  lands  of  the  royal  domain. 

•'      ^'  o  fa  b  CARLOS   UEHAULT  DELASSUS. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  April  2,  1833. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 

Name  of  original  claimant. 

Quantity,  in 
arpents. 

Nature  and  date  of  claim. 

By  whom  granted 

By  whom  surveyed, 
date,  and  situation. 

71 

Levy  Thiol 

200 

Concession^  December 
15,  1799. 

Carlos  Dehault 
Delassus. 

Evidence  tvilh  reference  to  miniiles  and  records. 

December  10,  1811. — Board  met.  Present:  Julin  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates,  commissioners. 

Charles  Gratiot,  assignee  of  Levy  Thiel,  claiming  200  arpents  of  land  situate  on  the  Maramec,  dis- 
trict of  St.  Louis,  produces  record  of  a  confirmation  from  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  dated  December 
15,  1799. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  tliat  this  claim  oug'lit  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  5,  page  507.) 

3Iarch  13,  1833. — The  bcjard  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn  and  A.  G.  Harrison, 
commissioners. 

Levy  Thiel,  by  Charles  Gratiot,  senior's,  representatives,  cUiiming  200  arpents  of  hmd,  (see  book  D, 
page  120;  No.  5,  page  507,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from  Carlos  D.  De- 
lassus, dated  December  15,  1799,  and  an  agreement  between  C.  Gratiot  and  Thiel,  dated  January  13,  1811. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  in  tlie  proper  handwriting  of 
said  Delassus. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  119.) 

November  9,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Liun,  A.  G.  Harrison,  F. 
R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Levy  Thiel,  claiming  200  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  119  of  this  book.) 

The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Levy  Thiel,  or 
liis  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  313.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  78. — Mathurin  Bouvet,  claiming  20  arpentit  square. 

To  Mr.  Zcnon  Trudeau,  captain  in  the  i^tationary  regiment  of  Louisiana,  lieutenant  governor,  and  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  western  part  of  Iltirwis: 

Sir:  Mathurin  Bouvet  humbly-  supplicates,  and  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  you,  that  three  years  ago 
he  went  to  a  river  known  by  the  name  of  river  Anhaha,  the  mouth  of  which  is  at  the  distance  of  about 
thirty-four  leagues  from  St.  Louis;  that,  liaving  ascended  si.xteen  leagues  in  tlie  said  river,  he  jienetrated 
half  a  league  inland  in  order  to  look  at  a  saline,  which  he  found  to  suit  his  wishes;  and  liaving  worked 
the  same  in  dift'ereiit  places  he  settled  himself  at  the  place  called  Le  Bastion;  and  having  tried  tlie  water 
of  the  said  saline  he  succeeded  in  making  salt.  This  experiment  being  made,  he  came  down  with  the 
intention  of  returning  there  with  men  and  all  necessary  utensils  for  the  said  manufacture;  but  when  he 
got  back  to  the  said  place,  he  saw,  with  pain,  that  Indians  of  the  Sac  nation  had  been  there  in  his  absence 
and  had  taken  away  all  his  efl'ects,  tools,  and  kettles,  which  he  had  left,  and  also  three  valuable  mares  which 
they  had  stolen.  The  petitioner  was  not  discouraged,  and,  considering  the  actual  state  of  his  aflairs,  had 
considerable  work  done;  he  had  a  furnace  erected,  a  warehouse  of  thirty-five  feet,  a  dwelling-house,  and 
other  snniU  buildings,  and  cleared  a  pretty  large  field.  After  sometime  he  sent  down  his  three  men  in 
search  of  provisions;  but  they,  having  fallen  sick,  would  not  come  up  again,  so  he  found  himself  com- 
pelled to  winter  there  alone,  and  as  soon  as  the  weather  permitted,  he  hid  (en  cache)  all  his  eilects  and 
came  down  by  land.  The  Indians  of  the  same  nation,  knowing  of  his  absence,  have  taken  advantage  of 
it,  and  have  robbed  all  he  had  left  behind,  to  the  value  of  upwards  of  twelve  hundred  dollars.  The  peti- 
tioner presumes  to  flatter  himself  that,  taking  into  consideration  all  these  losses  and  expenses,  you  will 
be  please<l  to  grant  to  him  a  concession  of  the  said  place,  in  order  that  he  may  indemnify  himself,  and  to 
encourage  him  in  his  intention  of  having  thereon  his  manufactory  of  salt,  He  claims  of  your  goodness 
that  you  will  condescend  to  grant  to  him  the  concession  of  the  said  saline  and  twenty  arpents  square, 
(of  which  the  said  Bastion  shall  be  the  centre,  the  said  twenty  arpents  running  from  north  to  south  and 
from  east  to  west,)  in  order  that  he  may,  with  security,  have  the  necessary  works  and  buildings  done,  and 
secure  the  surrounding  timber  for  the  use  of  his  said  manufactorj',  and  continue  to  make  the  roads  which 
he  has  already  begun  frcmi  the  river  Auhaha  to  the  said  saline,  and  thence  to  the  Mississippi,  for  the 
effectuation  of  his  undertaking.  The  petitioner  shall  never  cease  to  pray  for  your  conservation  in 
acknowledgment  of  your  goodness. 

M.  BOUVET. 

St.  Louis,  3farch  17,  1795. 

l)on  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor  and  conimamler-in-chicf  of  tlie  western  [lart  of  Illinois,  after 
having  examined  tlie  demand  made  in  Mr.  Bouvet's  petition,  wo  have  granted  to  him  the  concession  of 
twenty  arpents  square,  situated  on  the  river  Auhaha,  at  fifteen  leagues  from  its  mouth,  which  falls  into 
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the  Mis.sissippi  at  the  distance  of  about  tliirt_v-four  leagues  from  this  town ;  the  (iurvcy  of  said  land  shall  he 
at  his  charge. 

Done  at  St.  Louis,  June  1,  17 '.1.3. 

ZEXOX  TRUUEAU. 
Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  April  1,  1833. 

JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


CiHRLEs  Gk.^tiot,  vlaimimj  7,056  arjientti. 

To  Don  Carlos  Dchaull  Ddastius,  Ucidenaiil  vohmcl,  nllavlicd  to  the  stationary  regiment  of  Louisiana,  and  lieu- 
tenant governor  of  the  upper  part  of  the  same  province  : 

Charles  Gratiot,  merchant  of  this  town,  father  of  a  very  numerous  family,  has  the  honor  to  represent 
to  you  that  on  the  30th  of  November,  in  the  year  1800,  lie  bought  at  a  public  sale,  of  which  a  copj'  certi- 
fied by  yourself  is  here  annexed,  and  which  sale  took  place  in  your  presence,  a  property,  consisting  in  a 
saline,  situated  on  the  river  Auhaha,  and  granted,  with  20  arpents  of  land  on  each  side,  to  Mathurin 
Bouvet,  deceased,  his  creditor,  by  virtue  of  a  petition  which  he  presented  to  the  lieutenant  governor,  Don 
Zenon  Trudeau,  under  date  of  March  17,  1795,  and  of  the  decree  of  concession  of  the  lieutenant  governor 
above  named,  dated  June  1,  1795,  all  said  documents  being  here  annexed.  In  consequence  of  the  said 
titles,  lie  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  you  that,  wishing  to  work  the  said  saline,  and  determined  to  make 
all  the  sacrifices  which  such  an  enterprise  carries  along  with  it,  he  lays  the  foundation  of  his  hopes  of 
obtaining  the  augmentation  of  land  which  is  necessary  to  an  establishment  requiring  such  a  consumption 
of  wood,  on  the  generosity  of  a  government  of  which  he  has  always  experienced  the  liberality  and  kindness; 
confiding  in  this  opinion,  he  has  the  honor  to  supplicate  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  grant  to  liiui,  at  the 
place  purchased  by  him,  an  augmentation  to  the  original  concession  of  the  late  Mathurin  Bouvet,  wliicli 
will  complete  one  league  square  of  land  in  superficie,  or  7,056  arpents,  and  refers  to  the  original  title 
for  the  situation  of  the  same. 

The  difficulty  of  raising  cattle  in  the  vicinity  of  this  town  made  him  have  in  contemplation  the  pro- 
ject of  making  a  stock  farm  on  the  said  land,  which  he  hopes  to  do  with  advantage;  and,  as  the  above- 
named  establishments  always  require  a  great  extent  of  land,  and  that  the  government  has  never  refused, 
in  such  cases,  to  grant  similar  concessions,  he  expects  of  your  generosity  that  you  will  be  pleased  to 
assist  him  in  his  project,  and  that  vou  will  do  justice  to  the  favor  which  he  hopes  to  obtain  of  vmir  justice. 

C.  GRATIOT. 

St.  Louis,  Janua.rij  5,  1801. 


St.  Lovis  of  Illinois,  January  6,  1801. 
Having  examined  the  contents  of  the  foregoing  statement,  and  in  consideration  of  the  undertakings 
which  the  petitioner  has  in  contemplation,  and  for  the  success  of  which  he  requires  a  great  consumption 
of  fuel  and  a  considerable  extent  of  land;  considering,  also,  that  if  he  succeeds  in  liis  jirojects  it  will  be 
very  advantageous  to  these  settlements,  I  do  grant  to  the  petitioner  the  land  which  he  solicits;  and  as  it 
is  situated  in  a  desert  where  there  are  no  establishments,  and  thirty  or  forty  leagues,  more  or  less,  distant 
from  this  town,  he  shall  not  be  obliged  to  have  it  surveyed  immediately,  but  as  soon  as  any  settler  shall 
appear  in  the  vicinity  of  the  above-mentioned  place,  in  this  case  he  must  have  it  surveyed  without  delay; 
and  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  surveyor  general  of  this  Upper  Louisiana,  shall  take  cognizance  of  this  title 
for  his  intelligence  and  government  in  what  concerns  him,  in  order  that  the  partj-  interested  may,  after 
the  survey  is  made,  solicit  the  title  in  form  from  the  inteudant  general  of  these  provinces  of  Louisiana. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 

Registered,  by  order  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  pages  5,  6,  and  7  of  book  No.  1  of  titles  of  conces 
sions  No.  3. 

SOULARD. 
St.  Louis,  April  10,  1803. 
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Name  of  original  claimant 


Mathurin  Bouvet,  400; 
his  assignee,  Charles 
Gratiot,  6,656. 


Quantity, 
in  arpents 


056 


Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 


By  wliom  granted. 


Concession,  June 
1,1795;  conces- 
sion, January  6, 
1801. 


Zenon  Trudeau  and 
C.  Dehault  Delas- 
sus. 


By  whom  surveyed,   date,  and 
situation. 


Fremon  Delaurierc,  deputy 
surveyor,  Feb.  20,  1806. 
Recorded  April  15,  1806, 
by  Soulard.   On  Salt  river. 


Evidence  ivith  reference  to  mitiuics  and  records. 

St.  Louis,  July  8,  1806. 

Charles  Gratiot,  assignee  of  Mathurin  Bouvet,  claiming  20  square  arpents  of  land,  on  which  there  is 
a  saline,  situate  on  the  river  Auhaha,  district  of  St.  Charles,  produces  a  concession,  duly  registered,  from 
Zenon  Trudeau,  dated  June  1,  1795,  and  an  act  of  public  sale  of  the  effects  and  property  of  said  Bouvet, 
dated  December  7,  1800. 

Francis  M.  Benoist,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  has  known  a  saline  established  on  said  land  for 
eleven  or  twelve  years  since;  that  the  same  was  established  by  said  Bouvet;  that  he  died  about  five 
years  ago  by  fire;  that  his  house  was  then  destroyed;  and  that  he  worked  said  mine  lo  the  last  moment. 
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Tlie  board  reject  this  claim;  they  observe  that  the  aforesaid  conces.sion  is  duly  registered;  that  tlie 
conditions  on  which  said  concession  was  granted  have  been  complied  with;  but  that  the  same  was  not 
actually  inhabited  and  cultivated  jirior  to  and  on  the  1st  day  of  October,  1800. — (See  book  No.  2, 
recorder's  minutes,  page  27.) 

Nureinher  29,  1808. — Hoard  met.  Present:  The  lion.  John  P.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and 
Frederick  Bates,  commissioners. 

Charles  Gratiot,  assignee  of  Mathurin  Houvet,  claiming  twenty  arpeuts  square,  situate  on  the  river 
Auhaha.     Laid  over  for  decision. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  379.) 

July  11,  1810. — Board  met.     Present:    Clement  B.  Penrose  and  Frederick  Bates,  commissioners. 

Charles  Gratiot,  claiming  7,0.5(j  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  379.)  It  is  the  opinion  of 
this  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  428.) 

Januani  9,  1812. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Charles  Gratiot,  assignee  of  Mathurin  Bouvet. — (See  book  No.  2,  page  27;  book  No.  3,  page  379.) 
It  is  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. 

Frederick  Bates,  commissioner,  forbears  giving  an  opinou. — (See  book  No.  5,  page  556.) 

March  13,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
commissioners. 

Mathurin  Bouvet,  bj^  Charles  Gratiot's  representatives,  claiming  7,056  arpents  of  land,  (see  book  A, 
page  534;  minutes  No.  2,  page  27;  No.  3,  page  379;  No.  4,  page  428;  No.  5,  page  556;  Livre  Terrein, 
No.  5,  page  14,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  dated  June  1,  1795; 
also  an  additional  concession  from  C.  U.  Delas.sus,  dated  January  5,  1801 ;  also  a  plat  of  survey  for  400 
arpents,  certified  by  Fremon  Delauriere,  deputy  surveyor,  dated  February  19,  1806;  also  a  plat  and 
certificate  of  survey  for  7,056  arpents,  including  the  above  400,  made  by  C.  F.  Delauriere,  deputy 
surveyor;  received  for  record  by  Soulard  April  15,  1806. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  signattire  to  the  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of 
Zenon  Trudeau;  that  the  signature  to  the  additional  concession  is  in  the  handwriting  of  C.  D.  Delassus; 
and  the  signatures  to  the  [ilat  of  survey  are  in  the  respective  handwriting  of  C.  F.  Delauriere  and  Antoinc 
Soulard. 

Charles  P.  Delauriere,  duly  sworn,  says  that  in  1800  or  1801  he  was  on  said  tract,  and  saw  a  well 
and  the  remains  of  a  house  and  furnace,  and  several  broken  kettles,  and,  by  appearances,  it  was  evident 
salt  had  been  manufactured  there,  and  had  often  heard  that  salt  had  been  manufactured  there.  As  to  the 
survey,  witness  states  as  follows:  that  the  survey  already  produced  is  one  of  those  included  among  the 
surveys  mentioned  in  the  above  letter;  that  the  survey  was  executed  at  the  time  it  bears  date;  that  there 
was  great  difficulty  and  danger  in  executing  surveys;  that  he  was  twice  repulsed  by  the  Indians;  and 
that  the  third  time  he  went  up  he  could  not  execute  several  of  the  surveys,  being  prevented  by  Indians 
of  the  Sac  and  Fox  nations,  although  he  and  his  companions  were  well  armed;  that  surveyors  were  very 
scarce,  and  it  was  difficult  to  procure  any  one  to  take  a  survey;  that  there  was  not  half  the  number  of 
surveyors  necessar}'  to  execute  the  surveys  that  were  then  to  be  made.  Claimant  produces  a  copy  of  a 
public  sale  to  0.  Gratiot. — (See  book  No.  5,  page  119.) 

November  9,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Mathurin  Bouvet  and  Charles  Gratiot,  claiming  7,056  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  119  of  this  book.) 
The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Mathurin  Bouvet 
and  Charles  Gratiot,  or  their  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6, 
page  313.) 

Coiiflidwg  claim. 

J.  D.  Caldwell,  by  letter  dated ,  gives  notice  to  the  board  that  he  has  purchased  of  the  United 

States  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  thirty-two,  township  fifty-six,  rang-e  five;  also,  the  southeast  frac- 
tional quarter  of  section  thirty,  townshiii  fifly-six  north,  range  five,  within  the  above-mentioned  claim. 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  79. — Mathurin  Bouvet,  claiming  84  arpentu  in  length. 

To  Mr.  Zenon  Trudeau,  captain  in  the  stationary  regiment  of  Louisiana,  lieutenant  governor,  and  commander- 

in-chief  of  the  loestern  jMrt  of  Illinois : 

Mathurin  Bouvet  humbly  supplicates,  and  has  the  honor  to  represent  that,  having  obtained  of  your 
goodness  the  concession  of  the  saline  Du  Bastion,  on  the  river  Auhaha,  it  becomes  indispensable  for  him 
to  have  an  establishment  on  the  Mississippi,  in  order  to  raise  buildings  thereon  to  deposit  the  salt  manu- 
factured at  his  works,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  navigation  in  the  said  river  Auhaha;  and  to  obviate 
these  difficulties,  he  contemidates  to  make  an  establishment  and  improve  a  plantation  at  the  foot  of  the 
hills  of  the  bay  De  Charles,  which  hills  run  along  the  Mississippi  at  the  distance  of  about  three  leagues 
from  the  said  saline  Du  Bastion.  The  said  hills  are  at  the  unequal  distance  of  from  one  half  arpent  in  the 
least  to  two  arpents  in  the  greatest  width  from  the  banks  of  the  said  bay;  therefore  the  petitioner  claims 
your  authority,  in  order  that  you  may  be  pleased,  sir,  to  grant  to  him  the  concession  for  eighty-four  arpents 
in  length,  to  be  taken  six  arpents  below  the  outlet  of  the  said  bay  De  Charles,  ascending  eighty-four 
arpents  alo)ig  the  said  bay  and  from  the  hills  to  the  margin  of  said  bay  De  Charles,  in  order  that  he  may 
build  thereon  suitable  buildings  for  the  storage  of  his  salt  and  improve  a  plantation;  ^nA  the  petitioner 
shall  never  cease  to  pray  Heaven  fur  the  conservation  of  your  days. 

M.  BOUVET. 

St.  Louis,  June  6,  1795. 

Don  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor  and  commander-in-chief  of  the  western  part  of  Illinois,  after 
having  examined  the  demand  made  in  Mr.  Bouvet's  petition,  we  have  granted  to  him  the  concession  of 
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eiglity-lnur  ui']u.'Uts  in  li/ni;-tli,  to  lie  taken  .•^i.x:  ar|ieiils  lielnw  the  eiitlct  of  tli(_'  hay  lU'  Chailcs,  ilistaiit 
about  forty  leag-ue.s  fniiii  thi.s  villag-e,  ascoiuliiif;-  aloiij;-  the  said  bay;  the  width  to  hv  tlie  space  eoiii|ii-i.sed 
along-  the  eighty-four  arpents  between  the  hills  and  the  said  bay,  in  order  (hat  he  may  locate  lii.s  concession 
and  build  thereon.     The  said  Mr.  Bouvet  shall  cause  the  said  concession  to  be  surveyed  and  bounded. 

ZENOX  TRLDEAU. 
St.  Louis,  June  12,  1795. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  March  20,  1833. 


JULIUS  DE  MUX. 


Cii.iRLES  Gr-itiot,  claimiiu/  84  ^ly  40  aijjenls. 

To  Don  Charles  DehauU  Dela^sus,  lieutenant  colonel,  attavhed  to  the  stationery  regiment  of  Louisiana,  and 
lieutenant  governor  fif  the  upper  jMrt  of  the  same  p)rovinee : 

Charles  Gratiot,  merchant  of  this  tfiwn,  and  father  of  a  very  numerous  family,  has  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent to  you  that,  having  acquired  at  a  juridical  sale,  executed  before  you,  under  date  of  Xovember  30,  1800, 
of  which  a  certified  copy  is  hero  annexed,  the  lands  belonging  to  Mr.  Mathurin  Bouvet,  deceased,  who.se 
original  petition,  dated  June  G,  1795,  to  which  is  subjoined  the  decree  of  concession  from  the  lieutenant 
governor,  Don  Zenou  Trudeau,  under  date  of  12th  of  the  same  month  and  same  year,  is  here  also  annexed, 
the  petitioner  supplicates  you  to  have  the  g'oodness  to  observe  that  the  manner  in  which  the  demand  is 
worded  makes  it  liable  to  difficulties  which  are  offered  by  the  locality  itself.  It  is  therein  said  tliat  the 
proprietor  sliall  possess,  on  the  said  bay  De  Charles,  eighty-four  arpents  in  length  by  the  depth  comprised 
jaetween  the  hills  and  the  river;  but  as  those  hills  are  in  places  very  near  and  at  other  places  at  a  very  great 
distance  from  the  said  river,  it  would  give  to  the  said  land  very  irregular  boundaries,  and  more  liable  to 
bring-  on  difficulties  than  lines  whose  courses  would  be  fixed  and  bounded  in  all  their  length.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  above  observations,  the  petitioner  hopes  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  grant  to  him  the  favor 
to  take  the  land  conformably  to  the  foregoing  plat,  by  which  you  will  see  that  the  petitiimer  desires  that 
a  line  A  B  be  drawn  from  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  where  the  hills  come  nighest  to  the  river;  that  the  said 
line  be  run  as  perpendicular  to  the  river  as  possible,  forty  arpents  in  depth;  that  from  the  said  point  B  a 
line  of  forty-two  arpents  be  drawn  on  the  right  to  C;  from  this  point  a  parallel  to  the  line  A  B  to  the 
river,  at  D;  the  same  operation  being  executed  on  the  left,  as  it  is  indicated  by  the  letters  E  U.  This 
will  give  to  the  petitioner  the  extent  of  eighty-four  arpents  as  expressed  in  the  title  purchased  by  him, 
and  also  all  the  space  contained  between  his  lines,  wdiich  space  cannot  be  determined  until  after  a  regular 
survey  be  made.  The  petitioner  takes  the  liberty  to  assure  you  that  in  this  manner  of  fixing  limits  to  his 
propert}',  he  shall  have  a  superficie  not  so  considerable  as  he  should  have  had  in  following  what  is 
expressed  in  the  petition  of  Mathurin  Bouvet,  deceased.  Your  petitioner  hopes  that  his  demand  not 
comprehending  any  augmentation,  you  will  do  it  justice,  inasmuch  as  he  has  no  other  views  but  that  of 
attaining  to  have  his  property  circumscribed  in  the  most  regular  manner  possible,  and  the  least  liable  to 
difficulties  which  might  accrue  hereafter. 

CHARLES  GRATIUT. 

St.  Louis,  Januarij  5,  ISOl. 


St.  Louis  of  Iixixois,  Januanj  8,  ISOl. 
Having  examined  the  contents  of  the  petitioner's  statement,  and  considering  the  just  reasons  which 
he  alleges,  in  order  to  obtain  that  the  land  which  he  purchased  at  the  juridical  sale  of  the  property  of  the 
late  Mathurin  Bouvet  be  surveyed  conformably  to  the  figurative  plat  which  precedes  his  memorial; 
considering  also  that  he  does  not  contemplate  any  augmentation  of  land,  and  that  the  said  concession  is 
not  prejudicial  to  any  body,  since  it  is  situated  in  a  place  remote  from  any  other  establishments,  I  do  grant 
to  him  what  he  solicits,  without  his  being  obliged  to  have  the  survey  taken  immediatel_v;  but  as  soon  as 
any  neighbor  shall  present  himself  in  the  said  place,  he  shall  cause  it  to  be  surveyed  without  any  delay; 
and  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  surveyor  general  of  this  Upper  Lonisiana,  shall  take  cognizance  of  this  title  fo'' 
his  intelligence  and  government  in  wliat  concerns  him,  in  order  that  the  interested,  after  the  survey  is 
made,  and  being  vested  with  the  primitive  title  and  with  the  copy  of  the  juridical  sale,  may  solicit  the 
formal  ratification  of  the  title  from  the  intendant  general  of  these  provinces  of  Louisiana. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 

Registered  by  order  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  pages  7,  8,  and  9,  in  book  X'o.  1  of  the  titles  c' 
concessions  No.  4. 

SOULARD. 
St.  Louis,  April  10,  1803. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  March  30,  183.: 
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No. 


79 


Name  of  originaf 
claimant. 


Quantity, 
;  in  arpents. 


Mathurin  Bouvet. 


84  by  40 


Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 


First  concession, 
June  12,  1795; 
secoml  conces- 
sion, Januarv  5, 
ISOl. 


By  wliom  granted. 


By  wliom  surveyed,  date,  and  situation. 


Zenoii  Trudeau 
and  Carlos  De- 
hault  Delasus. 


Fri'mon  Delauriere;  February  17, 
1806;  recorded  by  Soulard  loth 
April,  1806;  on  Bay  Charles. 
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Evidence  ivith  inference  to  minute!^  and  records. 

September  22,  180G. — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournmont.  Present:  The  Hon.  John  B.  C.  Lucas, 
Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  James  L.  Donald.son,  commissioners. 

Tlie  same,  (Cliarles  Gratiot,)  assignee  of  the  same,  (Alatiiurin  Bouvet,)  claiming  84  arpcnts  situate 
on  Baye  de  Cliarles,  district 'of  St.  Charles,  fronting  on  the  Mississippi,  beginning  six  arpents  below  the 
emjitying  of  said  baj'ou  and  ascending  84  arpents  bordering  said  ba^',  by  such  width  as  may  be  found  on 
said  84  arpents  from  the  hills  to  said  bay,  the  same  being  granted  for  the  establishing  a  place  of  deposit 
for  the  salt  manufactured  at  the  saline  of  Bastion,  and  also  for  cultivation,  produces  a  duly  registered 
concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  dated  June  12,  1T95,  and  the  public  sale  as  aforesaid. 

Francis  M.  Benoist,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  said  Mathurin  Bouvet  begun  the  settling  of  said 
land  about  ten  years  ago;  that  he  built  houses  on  the  same,  had  a  garden  and  a  large  lield  fenced  in,  and 
actually  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  same  prior  to  and  on  the  first  day  of  October,  1800;  that  he  was  an 
ancient  inhabitant,  and  a  notary  public  under  the  Spanish  government.  The  board  confirm  this  claim, 
provided  said  tract  does  not  exceed  eight  hundred  arpents,  reserving  the  right  of  ordering  a  new 
survey. — (See  book  No.  2,  page  27.) 

November  29,  1808. — B(jard  met.  Present:  The  lion.  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and 
Frederick  Bates,  commissioners. 

Charles  Gratiot,  assignee  of  Mathurin  Bouvet,  claiming  84  arpents  front  on  the  Mississippi,  in  depth 
from  the  river  to  the  hills,  produces  to  the  board  a  supposed  plat  of  said  land,  together  with  a  petition  of 
Charles  Gratiot  to  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  dated  January  5,  1801,  and  an  order  by  said  lieutenant 
governor,  dated  .Fannary  8,  1801,  (date  appears  to  liave  been  altered,)  by  which  the  said  lieutenant 
governor  directs  that  the  measurement  of  the  land  shall  take  place  according  to  the  supposed  plan. 

Antoine  Cheney,  sworn,  saj's  that  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  ago  he  saw  Mathurin  Bouvet  on  a 
piece  of  land  situate  two  or  three  arpents  in  the  Bay  Charles,  on  the  Mississippi;  that  he  inhabited  and 
cultivated  the  same  during  three  years  from  that  time;  that  there  were  about  three  arpents  under  fence; 
that  he  had  no  family,  but  had  hired  hands;  and  that  said  Bouvet  was  burnt  in  the  house  on  said  land. 
Laid  over  for  decision. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  319.) 

July  10,  1810. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Charles  Gratiot,  assignee  of  Mathurin  Bouvet,  claiming  84  arpents  of  land  front  on  the  Mississippi, 
and  in  depth  from  the  river  back  to  the  hills,  in  the  district  of  St.  Charles. — (See  book  No.  2,  page  21; 
book  No.  3,  page  379.)  The  board  order  that  this  claim  be  surveyed  (provided  it  is  not  situated  above 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Jefirion)  conformably  to  the  possession  of  Mathurin  Bouvet. — (See  book  No.  4, 
page  427.) 

January  9,  1812. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Charles  Gratiot,  assignee  of  Mathurin  Bouvet. — (See  book  No.  2,  page  27;  No.  3,  page  379;  No.  4, 
page  427.)  It  is  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed.  Fred- 
erick Bates,  commissioner,  forbears  giving  an  opinion. — (See  book  No.  5,  page  556.) 

March  13,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournmont.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn  and  A.  G.  Harrison, 
connnissioners. 

Mathurin  Bouvet,  by  Charles  Gratiot's  representatives,  claiming  7,056  arpents  of  land  situated  on 
Bay  de  Charles,  (see  book  C,  pages  230  and  231;  minutes  No.  2,  page  27;  No.  3,  page  279;  No.  4,  page 
427;  No.  5,  page  556;  Livrc  Terrien,  No.  5,  page  16,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  concession 
from  Zenon  Trudeau,  dated  June  12,  1795;  also  a  concession  from  C.  IX  Delassus  to  Charles,  dated  January 
8,  1801;  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey,  taken  by  C.  F.  Delauriere,  deputy  surveyor,  dated  February  17; 
received  for  record  by  Soulard  April  15,  1806. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  signatures  affixed  to  the  aforesaid  papers  are  in  the  respective 
handwriting  of  Zenon  Trudeau,  C.  D.  Delassus,  Charles  F.  Delauriere,  and  A.  Soulard. 

Charles  Fremon  Delauriere,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that,  in  the  fall  of  1805  and  spring  of  1806,  he 
went  on  said  land  and  saw  an  old  field  and  garden,  and  the  remains  of  old  houses  which  had  been  burnt 
by  the  Indians,  and  in  which  old  Bouvet  was  burnt  to  death.  For  survey  witness  states  as  follows:  that 
the  survey  already  produced  is  one  of  those  included  among  the  surveys  mentioned  in  the  above  letter; 
that  the  survey  was  executed  at  the  time  it  bears  date;  that  there  was  great  difficulty  and  danger  in 
executing  surveys;  that  he  was  twice  rejiulsed  by  the  Indians,  and  that  the  third  time  he  went  up  he 
could  not  execute  several  of  the  surveys,  being  prevented  by  Indians  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  nations,  although 
lie  and  his  companions  were  well  armed;  that  surveyors  were  very  scarce,  and  it  was  difficult  to  procure  any 
one  to  take  a  survey;  that  there  was  not  half  the  number  of  surveyors  necessary  to  execute  the  surveys 
that  were  then  to  be  made. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  120.) 

November  9,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  K.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Mathurin  Bouvet,  claiming  84  by  40  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  120  of  this  book.)  The  board 
remark  that  the  alteration  of  the  date  of  the  concession  consists  in  altering  the  two  into  one,  but  they 
think  that  nothing  is  to  be  inferred  against  this  claim  by  said  alteration,  and  they  are  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Mathurin  Bouvet,  or  his  legal  representatives, 
according  to  Delassus's  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  314.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  80. — Be.n'ito  Vasquez,  claiming  7,056  aij)enls. 

Don  Francisco  C'ruzal,  lieutenant  colonel  of  infantry  by  brevet,  commander-in-chief  and  lieutenant  governor  of 

the  icestern part  and  district  of  Illinois: 

Having  examined  the  memorial  presented  by  Don  Benito  Vasquez,  lieutenant  in  one  of  the  companies 
of  the  militia  in  this  town,  I  have  granted,  and  do  grant  to  him  in  fee  simple,  for  him,  his  heirs,  and 


i 
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others  who  m;iy  n'pnvseiit  liis  ri.nlit,  one  Icaguo  S([ii;uv  of  land,  in  (irder  that  ho  may  ostablish  th<'  .stock 
farm  (baciueria)  lie  .solicits,  in  the  placo  called  La  Saliiia  a  C';italan,  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  ^[ara- 
inec,  (Baranieca,)  at  four  leaj^-ues  from  its  mouth,  ou  ccuidition  to  estahlish  and  improve  the  same  in  one 
year  from  this  date;  and  on  the  contrary,  said  land  to  be  reunited  to  the  royal  domain;  and  it  shall  lie 
liable  to  public  charjiX'S  and  others  which  it  may  please  his  Majesty  to  impost'. 
Given  in  St.  Louis  of  Illinois  the  8t!i  day  of  the  month  of  Sciitember,  ns4. 

FKANCL'JCO  CRUZAT. 

.  Truly  translated  from  Livre  Terrein,  No.  4,  page  10.     St.  Louis,  Marcli  i^^,  183o. 

JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 

Name  of  original  claimant. 

Quantity, 
in  arpents. 

Nature  and  Jate  of  claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 

80 

Benito  Va.squcz 

1,  056 

Concession,    i-^c[iteni- 
ber  8,  1784. 

Erancisci)  Cru/,at. 

On  the  soutli  .sid<»  of  Ma- 
ramcc,    four     leagues 
from  its  mouth. 

Eindcnce  irith  reference  to  minules  and  ivvurds. 

vl»r/)/,v/ '20,  1806.- — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  Thi_'  Hon.  J(.>hn  R.  C.  Lucas 
and  Clement  15.  Penrose,  commissioners. 

Charles  Gratiot,  assignee  of  Pierre  Chouteau,  who  was  assignee  of  Benito  Vasqucz,  claiming  7,05G 
arpents  of  land,  situate  on  the  river  Mararaec,  district  of  St.  Louis,  produces  a  duly  registered  concession 
from  Francis  Cruzat  for  the  same,  dated  September  8,  1784,  and  certified  by  Charles  I).  Delassns,  March 
9,  1803;  the  same  granted  for  a  vacherie,  and  on  the  condition  of  establishments  within  a  j-ear  and  a  day. 
A  survey  of  the  same,  dated  the  15th,  and  certified  February  15,  1806,  together  with  a  deed  of  transfer  of 
said  laud,  executed  by  Yictoire,  the  wife  of  said  Benito  Vasquez,  dated  September  26,  1785,  and  passed 
before  the  commandant,  Francis  Cruzat;  a  ratification  of  said  transfer  by  said  Benito  Vasquez,  dated 
January  31,  1805;  and  also  a  deed  of  transfer  from  the  said  Peter  Chouteau  to  claimant,  dated  May  4,  1804. 
Louis  Bouri,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  he  has  known  the  said  tract  of  land  estal.dished  as  a  farm; 
that  it  was  settled  under  Francis  Cruzat  liy  the  said  Benito  Vasquez,  who  made  a  park  on  the  same;  that 
there  is  on  said  tract  a  salt  spring,  distant  from  said  park  about  three  arpents;  tliat  he  went  through 
said  land  at  two  diflerent  times;  that  the  same  was  then  actually  inhabited  and  cultivated;  saw  a  great 
number  of  cattle,  but  could  not  saj-  to  whom  they  did  belong'. 

Il3'achinthe  St.  Cyr,  being'  also  duly  sworn,  said  that  he  was  on  said  tract  of  land  about  21  years  ag'o; 
that  the  same  was  then  actually  inhabited  and  cultivated  for  the  use  of  said  Benito  Vasquez,  who  then 
had  salt  works  established  at  the  aforesaid  salt  sjirings;  and  further,  that  it  was  prior  to  and  on  the  1st  daj' 
of  October,  1800,  actually  inhabited  and  cultivated  for  the  said  Peter  Chouteau. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  50().) 
October  25,  1808. — Board  met.  Present:  The  Hon.  Clement  B.  Penrose  and  Frederick  Bates,  commi.s- 
sioners. 

Charles  Gratiot,  assignee  of  Peter  Chouteau,  assignee  of  Benito  Vasquez,  claiming  7,056  arpents  of 
land  situate  on  river  Maramcc,  district  of  St.  Louis. 

Pierre  Lajoy,  sworn,  says  that  claimant  made  an  establishment,  on  tlie  laml  claimed  about  12  years 
ago,  when  it  was  inhabited  and  cultivated  for  him,  and  that  the  same  has  been  inhabited  and  cultivated 
for  him  ever  since.     Laid  over  for  decision. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  322.) 

December  27,  1811. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates,  commissioners. 

Charles  tJratiot,  assignee  of  Pierre  Chouteau,  assignee  of  Benito  Vasquez,  claiming  7,056  arpents  of 
land  situate  near  river  Maramec. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  506;  book  No.  3,  page  322.)  It  is  the  opinion  of 
Clement  B.  Penrose,  commissioner,  that  one  league  ^square  ought  to  be  confirmed.  It  is  the  opinion  of 
John  B.  C.  Lucas,  commissioner,  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed  F'rederick  Bates,  commissioner, 
forbears  g'iving  an  opinion. — (See  book  No.  5,  pag'e  544.) 

jtfarch  13,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
commissioners. 

Benito  Vasques,  by  Charles  Gratiot's  representatives,  claiming  7,056  arpents  of  land  on  the  Maramec, 
(see  book  C,  page  229;  book  F,  page  192;  minutes  No.  1,  page  506;  No.  3,  page  322;  No.  5,  page  544; 
Livre  Terrein,  No.  4,  page  10,)  produces  a  piaper  purporting  to  be  a  copy  of  a  concession,  certified  by 
C.  D.  Delassus.  Said  certificate  dated  March  3,  1803;  also  said  Livre  Terrein,  on  wliich  said  grant  bears 
date  September  8,  1784. 

Albert  Tyson,  duly  sworn,  says  that  in  1800  or  1801  he  saw  ground  fenced  in  and  a  large  quantity  of 
stock  ;  that  they  were  then  making  salt,  and,  by  appearances,  had  been  making  salt  for  some  years  prior 
to  that  time;  and  that  the  works  continued  in  operation  long  afterwards,  as  .said  witness  went  occasionally 
on  said  place  to  procure  salt. 

Charles  Fremi^n  Delauriere,  deputy  surveyor,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  in  1799,  fir  the  first  time,  he 
passed  through  said  ]ilacc,  and  siiw  fields,  furnaces,  people  at  work — in  fact,  it  was  a  pretty  large  estal)- 
lishmcnt;  that  he  saw  the  same  fir  several  years  in  succession  in  operation,  and  that  the  first  time  he  saw 
said  place  it  had  all  the  appearance  of  having  been  settled  several  years  prior  to  that  time — (See  book 
No.  6,  page  121.) 

November  9,  1833.  The  board  met  imrsuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Benito  Vasquez,  claiming  7,056  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  121  of  this  book.)  The  board  are 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Benito  Vasquez,  or  to  his  legal 
representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (.See  book  No.  6,  page  314.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 
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No.  81. — JoHx  HiLDERBRAND,  Claiming  320  arpent^. 

We    Dim   Fcrtiando  da  Lryha,  ccipluin  in  the  regiment  of  Louisiana,   commander-in-chief,   and  lieutenant 

governor,  d-c.  : 

On  the  deinaiul  of  John  Albraiie,  wlio  has  represented  to  us,  in  liis  petition  dated  23d  instant,  that  lie 
liad  come  over  from  the  American  side  in  order  to  fix  liis  residence  on  tliis  side,  and  become  a  subject  of 
liis  Catliolic  Majesty,  provided  we  would  receive  liim  as  such;  tliat  he  would  wish  to  cultivate  the  soil 
and  form  a  permanent  establishment,  and  supplicates  us  to  grant  to  him  a  title  of  concession  for  eight 
arpcnts  of  land  in  width  by  forty  arpents  in  length,  situated  at  about  four  leagues  from  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Maramec,  on  the  right  side  of  (he  .said  river  in  descending  the  stream,  and  at  half  a  league  from  the 
banks  of  the  said  river.  Tin-ough  the  said  eight  arpcnts  in  width  passes  a  bayou  or  branch,  which,  after 
having  run  through  the  land  of  John  Senders,  crosses  this  said  tract  from  one  end  to  the  other.  The  two 
extremities  of  thi>  said  land  run  north  and  south,  and  the  two  sides  east  and  west;  and  having  offered  to 
take  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  his  Catholic  Majesty,  and  declared  that  he  was  of  the  Catholic  Apostolic  and 
Roman  religion,  therefore,  after  the  said  John  Albrane  had  sworn  to  be  faithful  to  the  King  and  to  his 
government,  we  have  granted  and  do  grant  to  him  in  fee  simple,  as  well  as  to  his  heirs  or  assigns,  the 
eight  arpents  of  land  in  width  by  forty  arpcnts  in  length,  in  all  their  extent  of  length  and  width,  such  and 
according  as  they  are  designated  in  his  said  petition,  which  we  have  returned  to  him  on  condition  to 
establish  himself  thereon,  and  improve  the  said  land  in  one  year  from  this  day  under  pain  to  have  the 
same  reunited  to  the  King's  domain,  and  regranted.  And  the  said  land  to  be  liable  to  the  public 
charges,  and  otliers  which  it  may  please  his  Majesty  to  impose,  forbidding  all  i)ersons,  of  whatever 
rank  they  may  be,  to  trouble  the  said  John  Albrane  in  his  present  grant,  and  to  cause  him  any  damage, 
under  pain  of  punishment. 

Given  in  St.  Louis,  November  24,  1719. 

FERNANDO  DE  LEYBA. 


Truly  translated  from  Livro  Terrcin,  No.  3,  page  31. 


St.  Louis,  April  3,  1833. 

JULIUS  DE  MUN,  T.  B.  C. 


No. 


Name  of  ori.uinal 
claimant. 


Quantity, 
in   aipeuts 


Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 


By  whom  f^ranted 


By  ^vhom  surveyed,  date,  and  situation. 


81 


John  Ililderbrand 
alias  Albrane. 


320 


Concession,  Nov. 
24,  1199. 


Fernando  dc  Ley- 
ba. 


James  Rankin,  deputy  surveyor, 
February  28,  1806;  received  for 
record  February  29,  1806.  On 
the  Maramec. 


Evidence  tvith  reference  to  minuter  and  recinrls. 

Juhj  30,  1806. — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment  i\%t.  Present:  The  honorable  John  B. 
B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Jas  L.  Donaldson,  commissioners. 

The  same,  (Jacque  Clamorgan,)  assignee  of  Thomas  Tyler,  who  was  assignee  of  John  Albrane, 
claiming  eight  by  forty  arpents  of  land,  situate  as  aforesaid,  produces  a  duly  registered  concession, 
signed  and  dated  as  aforesaid,  together  with  a  survey  taken  and  certified  as  aforesaid,  and  two  deeds  of 
transfer,  the  one  from  said  Albrane  to  Tyler,  dated  November  22,  1188,  and  an(.)ther  from  said  Tyler  to 
claimant,  dated  September  11,  1191. 

John  Boli,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  about  18  or  19  years  ago,  the  time  at  which  he  arrived  in  this 
country,  the  aforesaid  Thomas  Tjder  lived  about  one  mile  below  the  fork  of  a  run  on  said  land,  and  had 
then  about  80  arpents  of  the  same  under  fence;  40  of  which  were  then  planted  in  tobacco  and  corn, 
and  then  considered  the  largest  farm  in  the  counhy;  that  he  remained  on  it  about  six  or  seven  years; 
that  about  two  years  after  this,  the  witness's  arrival,  the  settlers  being  obliged  on  account  of  the  Indians 
to  fortify  themselves,  they  chose  the  middle  of  tlie  settlement;  in  consequence  of  which,  the  said  Tyler 
moved  up  to  the  fork;  that  about  four  or  five  years  afterwards  he  moved  again,  and  settled  himself  at  about 
two  miles  from  the  aforesaid  place,  down  the  creek  towards  the  saline,  made  a  field  and  garden,  built  a 
house;  and  that  the  said  tracts  have  been  actually  cultivated  to  this  day,  either  by  the  said  Tyler  for  his 
use,  or  for  claimant's  use  by  his  agents;  and  tliatthc  said  last  tract  was  actually  inhabited  and  cultivated 
prior  to  and  on  the  first  day  of  October,  1800.  The  board  confirm  this  claim  to  the  said  claimant,  as  per 
his  concession. — (Sec  book  No.  1,  page  438.) 

November  29,  1808. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates,  conmiissioners. 

Jacque  Clamorgan,  assignee  of  Thomas  Tyler,  who  was  assignee  of  John  Albrane,  claiming  eight  by 
forty  arpents  of  land  situate  near  river  Maramec,  district  of  St.  Louis. 

Peter  Chouteau,  sworn,  says  that  Jolm  Ililderbrand  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  land  claimed  in 
1114,  and  that  he  found  him  still  inhabiting  and  cultivating  the  same  in  1180,  when  deponent,  by  order  of 
the  lieutenant  governor,  went  on  the  premises  to  warn  said  Ililderbrand  to  abandon  the  same  on  account 
of  Indian  depredations;  this  order  was  obeyed  by  Ililderbrand,  as  well  as  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Maramec, 

Charles  Gratiot  produces  to  the  board  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Jeremiah  Conncjr,  sherifl"  of  St, 
Louis  district,  for  the  above  land,  to  Edward  Hempstead,  dated  June  11,  1808,  but  stating  in  the  body 
of  the  same  to  have  been  sold  by  said  sheriff  to  said  Hempstead  on  the  1th  day  of  July,  same  year;  same 
deed  afterwards  acknowledged  in  open  court  on  the  Uth  July,  1808;  produces  also  an  acknowledgment 
from  Edward  Hempstead  and  wife  that  said  property  was  purchased  by  him  for  Charles  Gratiot,  and  by 
said  Hempstead  and  wife  conveyed  to  said  Gratiot,  dated  November  2.5,  1808, 

It  is  acknowledged  by  Charles  Gratiot  that  there  is  a  saline  on  this  claim  which  has  been  worked  for 
many  years.     Laid  over  for  decision, — (See  book  No,  3,  page  311.) 
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December  i1,  1811. — The  bt)avd  met.  Proscnt:  Juliu  I!.  0.  Luon.'^,  (Uomciit  15.  l'em-o.sp,  and  Frcilcrick 
Bates,  commissioners. 

Jaeque  01amorp;an,  assig'iieo  of  Thomas  Tyli'v,  assin'ucu  of  .Inlm  Ilildcrlu'ainl,  elaimiiiir  cit^lit  liy  fu'ty 
arpents  cif  land  situate  near  Maraincc. —  (See  book  JS'o.  1,  pai^'e  438;  book  No.  3,  pag'o  ^ll.)  It  is  the 
o]iinion  of  a  majority  of  the  board  that  this  claim  oup;ht  to  be  eonlirmed.  Frederick  Bates,  commissioner, 
forbears  giving-  an  opinion. — (See  book  No.  5,  pag-e  544.) 

Marcli  13,  1833.  Tlie  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  l'\  Linn  and  A.  (i.  Harrison, 
commissioners. 

John  Ililderbrand,  bj' the  heirs  of  Cliarh_\s  <  iraliot,  claiming  320  arpents  of  land  on  the  Mararnec, 
(see  book  0,  page  14(1;  minutes.  No  1,  pages  438  and  439;  No.  3,  pag'es  377  and  378,  for  concession  by 
Lcyba,  dated  November  24,  1779;  see  Livrc  Terrein,  No.  3,  page  31,)  produces  a  survey  of  the  same, 
received  for  record  by  Soulard  February  29,  1800. 

Albert  Tison,  dulj^  sworn,  8a3's:  That  from  between  1795  and  1804  and  1805  he  saw  said  land 
inhabited  and  cultivated,  and  that  it  has  been  iidialiited  and  cultivated  ever  since.  lie  further  says  that 
the  signature  to  receipt  of  survey  is  in  the  handwriting-  of  vVntonio  Soulard. 

Novcuther  9,  1833. — Tlje  board  met  }iursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  (i.  Ilarrisini, 
and  F.  Iv.  Conway,  commissioners. 

John  llihlerbrand,  claiming  320  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  121  of  this  book.)  The  board  are 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  eonlirmed  to  the  said  John  Ililderbrand,  or  his  legal 
representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  114.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  i;.  CONWAA'. 


No.  82, — Cii.\RLES  C4r,\tiot,  claiming/ far  liundrcd  arpcnitt. 

To  Don  CharJrx  Dchaull  Dvlassus,  Ueulcnanl  colonel  attached  to  the  stationary  regiment  of  Louisiana  and  lieu- 
tenant governor  (f  the  v^yper  iMrt  cjf  the  same  province : 

Sir:  Charles  Gratriot,  a  merchant  of  this  town,  and  one  of  its  most  ancient  inhabitants,  and  father 
of  a  very  numerous  family,  has  the  honor  to  re]iresent  to  j'ou  that  the  land  (situated  a  few  miles  from  this 
town)  which  he  owns  by  virtue  of  the  titles  wliich  have  been  made  out  and  delivered  to  him  by  his  excel- 
lency the  g'overnor  general  of  these  provinces,  Don  Manuel  Gayoso  de  Lemos,  on  account  of  their  vicinity 
to  this  place,  and  of  the  indulgence  which  the  petitioner  has  had  for  those  who  cut  wood  on  the  said  land, 
being- now  in  part  destitute  of  timber;  considering-  that  the  establishment  of  the  saw-mill  which  he  has 
constructed  would  become  a  loss  to  him  if  he  failed  to  take  measures  to  provide  himself  with  timber,  has 
the  honi.ir  to  supplicate  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  grant  to  him,  to  the  west  of  his  concession,  the 
quantity  of  500  arpents  of  land  in  superlicie,  adjoining-  on  three  sides  the  land  of  John  Ball,  and  to  be 
taken  ou  the  vacant  lands  of  his  Majesty's  domain.  The  petitioner  presumes  to  Hatter  himself  tliat  the 
knowledge  you  have  of  the  above-cited  facts,  and  of  the  establishments  he  has  made,  shall  be  strong- 
claims  to  obtain  of  your  justice  the  same  ]irotection  which  you  have  ahvaj-s  granted  to  industrious  [leoiile, 
and  to  those  who  have  formed  useful  estaldishments. 

CHARLES  GRATIOT. 

St  Lovis,  January  15,  1800. 


St.  Lnns  OF  li.MNois,  January  18,  1800. 

Having-  examined  the  foregoing  statement,  and  considering-  that  the  petitioner  has  inhabited  this 
country  many  j-ears,  and  has  a  large  family,  I  do  grant  to  him  and  his  heirs  the  land  which  he  solicits, 
provided  it  is  prejudicial  to  nobodj';  and  the  surveyor  of  this  L^pper  Louisiana,  Don  Antonio  Soulard, 
shall  put  the  party  interested  in  possession  of  the  quantity  of  land  which  he  asks  in  the  place  designated; 
and  tliis  being-  executed,  he  shall  draw  a  plat  of  his  survey,  delivering  the  same  to  the  party,  with  his 
certificate,  to  enable  him  to  obtain  the  concession  and  title  in  form  from  the  intcndant  general,  to  whom 
alone  corresponds,  I'V  royal  order,  the  distributing-  and  granting  all  classes  of  lands  of  the  royal  domain. 

CARLOS  DEUAl'LT  DELASSUS. 


Don  Antonio  Soulard,  survei/or  general  if  lite  settlements  if  Vpper  Louisiana. 

I  do  certify  that  a  tract  of  land,  of  live  hundred  ar|ients  in  superiicic,  was  measured,  the  lines  run 
and  bounded,  in  favor  and  in  presence  of  Don  Carlos  Gratiot.  Said  measurement  was  taken  witli  the 
perch  of  the  city  of  Paris,  of  eighteen  French  feet  lineal  measure  of  the  same  city,  conformably  to  the 
agrarian  measure  of  this  province;  which  land  is  situated  on  the  road  to  Crevccceur,  at  about  nine  miles 
west  from  this  town  of  St.  Louis,  and  bounded  on  its  four  sides  as  follows:  to  the  north  by  lands  of  James 
Mackay,  to  the  south  and  west  by  vacant  lands  of  tlie  royal  domain,  and  to  the  east  in  part  by  the  same 
royal  domain  above  cited,  and  by  land  of  John  Ball.  Said  survey  and  measurement  were  taken  without 
regard  to  the  variation  of  the  needle,  which  is  7^  31'  east,  as  evinced  by  the  foregoing-  figurative  plat,  on 
which  are  designated  the  dimensions,  courses  of  the  lines,  and  other  boundaries,  &c.  The  said  survey 
was  executed  by  virtue  of  the  decree  of  tlie  lieutenant  g-overnf)r  of  this  Upper  Louisiana,  Don  Carlos 
Dehault  Delassus,  under  date  of  January  18,  1800,  here  annexed  And  in  order  that  all  the  above  be 
available  according-  to  law,  I  do  give  the  present,  witli  the  foregoing-  figurative  plat,  drawn  conformably 
to  the  survey  executed  by  the  deputy  surveyor,  Don  Santiago  Mackay,  under  date  of  Novemlier  28  of  last 
year,  who  signed  the  minutes,  of  which  I  do  certify. 

ANTONIO  SOULARD,  Surveyor  General. 

St.  Louis  <>v  Ii.r.ixoi.-;,  January  5,  1803. 

Trulv  translated  from  book  A,  page  541,  and  book  C,  page  229.     St.  Louis,  April  6.  1833. 
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No. 

Name  of  original 
claimant. 

Quantity,  in 
arpents. 

Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 

82 

Cliarlcs  Gratiot. . 

500 

Concession,  Jan. 
18,  1800. 

Carlos  Dehault  Delas- 
sus. 

James  Mackay,  deputy  sur- 
veyor, Nov.  28,  1802;  cer- 

■  tificd  by  Soulard  Jan.  5, 
1803;  nine  miles  west  of 
St.  Louis. 

Evidence  with  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

Sejytember  20,  180(5. — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  Tlio  lionorable  John  B.  C. 
Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  James  L.  Donaldson,  commissioners. 

Cliarles  Gratiot,  claiming  500  arpents  of  land  situate  adjoining  the  land  of  one  John  Ball,  district  of 
St  Louis,  produces  a  concession  from  Charles  D.  Dclassus,  dated  January  18,  1800,  and  a  survey  of  the 
same  taken  November  20,  1802,  and  certified  January  5,  1803. 

The  board  require  further  proof;  whereupon  Anthony  Soulard,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  cannot 
say  when  the  said  concession  was  granted,  but  sees  nothing  that  contradicts  the  date  thereof. — (See  book 
No.  2,  page  18.) 

October  26,  1808. — Board  met.  Present:  The  honorable  Clement  B.  Penrose  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Charles  Ciratiot,  claiming  500  arpents  of  land  adjoining  the  foregoing  tract,  conceded  as  an  augmen- 
tation of  wood  for  the  use  of  claimant's  saw-mill  on  an  adjoining  tract. 

James  Green,  sworn,  says  that  claimant  built  a  saw-mill  in  the  year  1800  on  the  river  Des  Peres. 
Laid  over  for  decision, — (See  book  No.  3,  page  327.) 

June  26,  1810. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Charles  Gratiot,  claiming  500  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  2,  page  18;  book  No.  3,  page  327.) 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  onght  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  408.) 

3Iarch  13,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
commissioners. 

Charles  Gratiot,  by  his  heirs,  claiming  500  arpents  of  land  on  river  Des  Peres,  (see  book  A,  page 
541;  minutes  No.  2,  page  18;  No.  3,  page  327;  No.  4,  page  408,)  being  a  concession  granted  by  Charles 
Dehault  Delassus  to  said  Cfratiot,  dated  January  18,  1800.  Survey  taken  November  28,  1802;  certified 
by  A.  Soulard  January  5,  1803. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  123.) 

November  9,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  K.  Conway,  commissioners 

Charles  Gratiot,  sr.,  claiming  500  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  122  of  this  book.) 

The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Charles 
Gratiot,  or  to  his  legal  representatives,  according  to  tlie  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  314.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  83. — Peter  Choute.\u,  sr.,  claiming  30,000  arpents. 

To  Don  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  colonel,  attached  to  the  stationanj  regiment  of  Louisiana,  and 

lieutenant  governor  of  the  vpper  part  of  said  province : 

Peter  Chouteau,,  lieutenant  of  militia,  and  commandant  of  the  fort  of  Carondelet,  in  the  nations  of  the 
Great  and  Little  Osages,  has  the  honor  of  representing  to  you  that,  being  often  stopped  in  his  travels  for 
the  want  of  water  in  the  Osage  river,  he  has  formed,  in  consequence,  the  project  of  a  considerable  establish- 
ment, to  serve  him  as  a  jilace  of  deposit,  at  60  miles  below  the  said  river,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Missouri; 
at  which  place  he  supplicates  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  grant  to  him,  in  full  property,  the  quantity  of 
thirty  thousand  arpents  of  land  in  superficie,  in  which  quantity  shall  be  comprised  the  river  A  la  Mine, 
and  also  the  salt  springs  which  the  petitioner  lias  the  intention  of  working  and  improving  at  such  time 
when,  less  troubled  by  the  Indian  nations,  he  may  give  more  extension  to  his  industry.  Tiie  great  quan- 
tity of  timber  necessary  for  the  fabrication  of  salt  and  to  maintain  a  considerable  stock  farm,  are  the 
reasons  which  have  determined  the  petitioner  to  ask  for  a  quantity  of  land  that  may  correspond  to  his 
views. 

The  petitioner,  full  of  confidence  in  your  justice,  hopes  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  confidence  which  it  has  pleased  the  government  to  place  in  him,  as  also  the  daily  troubles  he  has 
taken  to  maintain  good  order  among  the  Osage  nations,  and  the  multiplied  sacrifices  which  he  and  his 
brother,  Don  Auguste  Chouteau,  proprietor  of  the  exclusive  trade  with  the  above-mentioned  nations  of 
Indians,  have  made  in  all  cases  wherein  it  has  been  necessary  to  give  to  the  government  proofs  of  their 
zeal  and  attachment.  These  will  be  sufficient  considerations  to  determine  j'ou  to  grant  to  him  the  favor 
wliich  he  claims  of  vour  justice  and  of  the  generosity  of  the  government. 

PIERRE  CHOUTEAU. 

St.  Louis,  November  19,  1799. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  November  20,  1799. 
Having  seen  llie  statement  in  flic  foregoing  memorial,  and  being  convinced  of  the  truth  of  what  is 
alleged  by  the  interested,  who  is  worthy  of  the  favors  and  benevolence  of  the  gov-ernment,  in  considera- 
tion of  his  services,  and  the  zeal  with  which  he  has  conducted  himself  in  his  employments,  and  his  activity 
among  the  Indian  nations  of  tlie  Great  and  Little  Osages;  and   adverting  that  the  tract  of  land  which  he 
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solicits  is  situated  at  too  great  a  distance  from  tlicse  settlements  to  be  prejudicial  to  any  persnn;  tlial  iiis 
projects  of  improvement  must  have  a  result  beneticial  t')  all  this  country;  and  inasmuch  as,  for  the  iiiaiiu- 
i'acture  of  salt  as  well  as  for  the  establisluneiit  (if  a  large  stock  farm,  a  considerable  extent  of  land  is 
needed,  and  a  great  quantity  of  timber  and  fuel  is  consumed;  for  these  motives  I  have  determined  Id 
grant  to  him  tlie  thirty  thijnsand  arpents  of  land  in  the  place  solicited  by  him,  in  order  that  he  enjoys  and 
disposes  of  them  as  a  property'  to  him  lawfully  belonging.  And  as  it  is  situated  at  a  great  distance  from 
this  post,  he  will  have  it  surveyed  when  convenient  to  his  interests,  unless  some  person  presents  himself 
with  a  concession,  in  the  vicinity  of  this,  who  wishes  to  have  it  surveyed;  in  which  case,  the  petitioner 
must  have  his  concession  survej'ed  also,  withcjut  delay;  and  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  surveyor  general  of 
this  Upper  Louisiana,  shall  take  cognizance  of  this  title  for  his  intelligence  and  government  in  what  con- 
cerns him,  in  order  that  after  the  survey  is  executed  the  interested  party  may  ask  the  title  in  IVirm  from 
tlie  intendancy. 

CARLOS  DEUAULT  DELASSUS. 


Registered  by  order  of  tlie  lieutenant  governor. — (Folios  13,  14,  15,  of  book  No.  1  of  titles  of  conccs- 


Trulv  translated.     St.  Louis,  Deceuiber  8,  1832. 


SOULARD. 
JULIUS  DE  MUX. 


Brother:  As  thun  hast,  since  a  long  time,  fed  viu  wives  and  our  children;  and  that  thou  hast  always 
been  good  for  us;  and  that  thou  hast  always  assisted  us  with  thy  advices,  we  have  listened  witii  pleasure 
to  thy  words;  therefore  take  tliou,  on  the  river  A  la  iline,  the  c[uautity  of  land  which  maj'  suit  thee,  and 
anywhere  thou  pleaseth.  This  land  is  ours;  we  do  give  it  to  thee;  and  no  one  can  take  it  from  tliee, 
neither  to-day  nor  ever.  Thou  mayest  remain  there,  and  thy  bones  shall  never  he  tn.mbled.  Thou  askest 
a  paper  from  us,  and  our  marks.  Here  it  is.  If  our  children  do  trouble  tliine,  they  have  but  to  show  this 
same  paper;  and  if  some  nation  disturbs  thee,  we  are  ready  to  defend  tiiee. 

At  the  Fort  of  Grand  Osages,  this  19th  March,  1792. 


Cheveux  Blank,  his  x  mark. 

Robfcil,  his  X  mark. 

Clermont,  chief  of  Great  Osages,  his  x  mark. 

La  Bombarde,  his  x  mark. 

Voihahan,  his  x  mark. 

Vent,  chief  of  the  Little  Osages,  his  x  mark. 

As  witnesses: 

St.  Michel,  his  x  mark. 
Joseph  Heliert,  his  x  mark. 
Andre  Bisonctte,  his  x  mark. 
Jacques  Sonde. 

Truly  translated.     December  8,  1832. 


Tiumer  Foux,  liis  x  mark. 

Bel  Oiseau,  his  x  mark. 

Plunune  Blanche,  his  x  mark. 

Cahigue  Voitaninguex,  his  x  mark. 

Petit  Chef,  his  x  mark. 

Saldat  du  Chennetils,  his  x  mark. 
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83 


Name  of  oriL,'iiial  claimant. 


Pierre  Chouteau,  sr 


Quantity,  in 
aipunls. 


Natiue  and  date  of       By  wliom  granted,  i    By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
claim.  situation. 


30,  000     I  Concession,     Xov.     Carlos  Dehault     South  side  of  Missouri,  on 
j       20,  1799.  I       Delassus.  river  A  la  Mine. 


I'Jcidcnce  icilli  refi-rrncr  /o  iniiuif>'.-t  and  records. 

December  27,  1811. — Board  met.  Present:  Joliii  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates,  commissii.iners. 

Pierre  Chouteau,  claiming  30,000  arpents  of  land  situate  on  the  Saline  river,  district  of  St.  Louis, 
produces  a  concessicju  from  Cliarles  D.  Delassus,  lieutenant  g(jvernor,  dated  Xovember  20,  1799;  a  paper 
purporting  to  be  a  gift  from  sundry  Indians  to  claimant,  dated  March  19,  1792. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. 

Frederick  Bates,  commissioner,  forbears  giving  an  opinion. — (See  book  Xo.  5,  page  545.) 

JIarch  14,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison,  F. 
R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Pierre  Chouteau,  senior,  claiming  30,000  arpents  of  land  on  the  river  A  la  Mine,  (see  book  B,  page 
509;  minutes  X"o.  5,  page  545,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from  Carlos 
Dehault  Delassus,  dated  November  20,  1799;  also  assent  of  the  Osage  Indians  to  Chouteau's  taking  as 
much  land  as  he  pleased  on  said  spot,  registered  by  Sotdard. 

Pascal  L.  Ccrre,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwriting 
of  C.  D.  Delassus,  and  the  signature  to  tlie  registering  that  of  Soulard. — (See  book  Xo  ti,  page  123.) 

November  9,  1833. — The  board  mc^t  piu'suant  to  adjourinnent.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  conmiissioners. 

Pierre  Chouteau,  claiming  30,000  arpents  of  land. — (Sec  page  123  of  this  book.) 

The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  ci.mlirmed  to  the  said  Pierre  Chou- 
teau, or  his  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. 

The  lioard  have  decided  upon  this  claim  without  any  reference  to  the  assent  of  the  Osage  nation  to 
Chouteau's  taking  any  quantity  of  land  he  pleased  on  the  river  A  la  Mine. — (See  book  Xo.  G,  page  314.) 

A.  G.  HARRISOX. 
L.  F.  LIXX. 
F.  K.  CONAVAY. 
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No.  84. — Joseph  Br.\ze.4u,  claiming  341  orpfnts. 

To  Don  Charles  DchaiiU  Delassui^,  lieutenant  colonel,  attached  to  the  Htalionary  regiment  of  Louidana,  and  lieu- 
tenant governor  of  the  upper  part  of  same  in'ocince  : 

Josepli  Brazean,  native  of  IIlinoi.s,  and  one  of  the  most  ancient  inliabitants  of  this  town,  has  the 
honor  of  representing-  to  you  that,  having  olitainod  of  Don  Francois  Cruzat,  lieutenant  governor  of  this 
Upper  Louisiana,  (during  the  year  1786,)  the  concession  of  a  piece  of  hind  of  ten  arpents  in  front,  upon 
the  depth  comprised  between  the  river  and  the  main  road,  (chemin  royal,)  the  said  piece  of  land  being- 
situated  in  the  small  prairie  adjoining  thi.s  town,  as  it  is  proven  by  the  original  title  of  concession  here 
annexed.  Considering-  that  the  said  quantity  is  insufficient  for  his  means  of  cultivation,  and  is  entirely 
destitute  of  timber,  the  petitioner  hopes  that,  taking  into  consideration  the  length  of  time  he  has  been 
in  the  country,  you  may  be  pleased  to  grant  to  him  an  augmentation  of  twelve  arpents  in  front,  to  be 
taken  from  the  main  road,  bj'  such  depth  as  will  complete  to  him  thirty  arpents,  to  be  taken  from  the 
primitive  point  of  his  first  concession,  said  point  being  the  edge  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  comprising 
in  the  survey  that  shall  take  place  hi.s  primitive  concession,  according-  to  the  tenor  of  his  title  of  con- 
cession. As  the  said  land  has  not  any  known  proprietors,  and  that  the  establishment  he  (the  petitioner) 
proposes  himself  to  make  shall  be  rather  advantageous  than  prejudicial  to  the  adjacent  parts  of  this  town, 
wliich  are  covered  with  shrubby  places,  serving  to  the  wolves  as  places  of  refuge  during  the  night,  the 
petitioner  hopes  to  obtain  of  your  justice  the  favor  which  he  solicits. 

JOSEPH  BRAZEAU. 

St.  Louis,  November  19,  1799. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  November  19,  1799. 

Considering-  that  the  petitioner  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  inliabitants  of  this  countrj',  whose  known 
conduct  and  personal  merits  are  recommendable,  and  being-  satisfied  to  evidence  as  to  the  truth  of  his 
statement  in  his  petition,  the  surveyor  of  this  Upper  Louisiana,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  survey  for 
him  the  quantity  of  land  granted  to  him  by  the  late  Don  Francisco  Cruzat,  who  was  lieutenant  governor 
of  these  settlements,  as  is  notorious,  reference  being-  had  to  the  original  concession  here  annexed;  and 
he  shall  survey,  also,  the  portion  of  land  solicited  for  in  augmentation;  and  this  being  executed,  he  shall 
draw  a  plat  of  survey,  which  he  shall  deliver  to  the  party,  with  his  certificate,  to  enable  him  to  obtain 
the  concession  and  title  in  form  from  the  intendant  general  of  these  provinces,  to  whom  alone  corresponds, 
by  royal  order,  the  distributing-  and  g-rauting  all  classes  of  lands  of  the  ro3'al  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 


Bon  Antonio  Soulard,  surveyor  general  of  Upper  Louisiana. 

I  do  certify  tliat  a  tract  of  land  of  three  hundred  and  forty-seven  arpents  in  superficie,  was  measured, 
the  lines  run  and  bounded,  in  favor  and  in  presence  of  Don  Joseph  Brazeau;  said  measurement  was  done 
with  the  perch  of  the  city  of  Paris,  of  18  French  feet  in  length,  lineal  measure  of  the  same  city,  con- 
formably to  the  agrarian  measure  of  this  province.  The  said  land  is  situated  at  25  or  30  arpents  to  the 
south  of  this  town,  bounded  west  by  lands  of  the  royal  domain;  east  by  the  river  Mississippi;  north  by 
lands  of  Don  Antonio  Soulard  and  Donna  Maria  Nicol,  and  south  by  lands  of  various  inhabitants,  which 
surveys  and  measurements  were  executed  without  any  regard  to  the  variation  of  the  needle,  which  is  of 
7°  30'  east,  as  is  evident  by  referring  to  the  foregoing-  figurative  plat,  in  which  are  noted  the  dimensions, 
the  directions  of  the  lines,  and  other  boundaries,  &c.  Said  survey  was  executed  by  virtue  of  the  petitions 
and  decrees  of  the  lieutenant  governor  and  sub-delegate  of  the  royal  fisc,  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus, 
dated  November  19,  1799,  and  June  17,  1800,  as  it  is  evident  by  referring  to  the  juridical  pieces  here 
annexed.  In  testimony  whereof,  I  do  give  the  present  with  the  foregoing  figurative  plat,  drawn  con- 
formably to  the  survey  executed  by  the  deputy  surveyor,  Don  Santiago  Mackaj-,  on  the  28th  of  May, 
1803,  which  I  do  certify. 

ANTONIO  SOULARD,  Surveyor  General. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  August  21,  1803. 

Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  December  5,  1S32. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


To  the  Lieutenant  Governor  .- 

Joseph  Brazeau,  an  inhabitant  of  this  town  of  St.  Louis,  in  the  best  manner  possible,  in  his  right  says 
that,  wishing  to  establish  a  plantation,  in  order  to  improve  the  same  and  raise  cattle  thereon,  he  suppli- 
cates you  to  be  willing  to  grant  to  him  ten  arpents  of  land,  from  north  to  south,  on  his  Majesty's  domain, 
and  which  are  bounded  to  the  east  by  the  river  Mississippi,  to  the  west  by  the  main  road  of  the  little 
province.     Favor  which  he  expects  of  your  equitable  justice. 

BRAZEAU. 

St.  Louis,  November  18,  1786. 


Bon  Francisco  Cruzat,  lieutenant  colonel  of  infantry  by  brevet,  cap)tain  of  grenadiers  in  the  statioiiary  regiment 
of  Louisiana,  commandant  and  lieutenant  governor  of  the  western  part  and  district  of  Illinois. 

Cognizance  being  taken  of  the  memorial  presented  by  Joseph  Brazeau,  inhabiting  and  residing  in  this 
town,  under  date  of  18th  November  of  this  present  year,  I  have  granted  and  do  grant  in  fee,  to  him,  his 
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Iioil'S,  ar  ollirrs  wli.i  nmv  ii'|iirscnl  liis  ri,L;'li(,  :i  lr:H-l  of  Imid  of  Im  :ir|iriits.  IVmu  Udilli  to  soiilli,  ami 
bounded  on  one  side  by  tlie  l);iiik  ol'  tin-  ili.ssissi[i|ii  river,  and  on  tlio  olliia-  liy  tlic  main  road  wliicli  loads 
to  the  Prairie  ;i  Catalan,  on  condition  to  establisli  and  ini|no\c  the  same  in  one  year  IVoni  tiiis  date;  and, 
on  the  contrary,  said  land  shall  be  reunited  to  the  Kin,i;-'s  domain,  and  it  sliall  be  liable  to  pnblie  eliar.Lfes 
and  others  whieh  it  may  please  his  Majesty  to  impose, 
(iiven  at  St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  November  '20,  178("i. 

FKANCISCO  ci;r/.AT. 

Trnlv  translated.     St.  Lonis,  November  II.  ls:!:5. 

JULIUS  l»L  MUX. 


No. 


84 


Name  of  oiigiual  riaimaut.  |  Quantity, 
iu  mpouts 


Josi'ph   Ibazean  . 


3 1)0 


Xature  ami  date  of  elaim. 


(!(inerssion,     Xo\-i>m- 
ber  li»,  17111). 


Ily  wliiiin  i;iante(l.        I'.y  whom  sinveyccl,  date,  ami 

situaticiu. 


Carl.  IS      Delia  nil 
Delassns. 


James  Maekay,  deputy 
snrveyoi',  Jlay,  1S03  ; 
eertilied  by  Soulard, 
.\u.^-ust  21,"  1803;  2.') 
or  30  arpents  .south  of 
St.  Lmii.s. 


J'Jridi-nci'  irifh  rcfi'rence  io  miiiuti:-^  aiiJ  rceo/'i/.s-. 

Jiili;  19,  ISOG. — The  board  met  aa;reeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  The  lion.  John  B.  (J.  Lucas, 
Clomeut  B.  Penrose,  and  James  L.  Donaldson,  commissioners. 

The  same,  Joseph  Crazoau,  claiming-  12  arpents  front,  joining-  hi.s  former  concession,  and  granted  him 
as  a  compensation,  the  same  being-  of  the  depth  of  30  arpents,  beginning-  at  the  aforesaid  tract  granted 
him  by  Grnzat,  produces  a  concession  from  Charles  I).  Delassus,  dated  November  19,  1799,  and  a  survey 
of  347  arpents,  firming-  the  whole  of  the  above  tract  claimed  by  him,  and  dated  the  28th  May,  and  certified 
tlic  21st  of  August,  1S03.  This  claim  being  unsupjiorted  by  actual  inhabitation  and  cultivation,  the  lioard 
reject  the  same.  They  remark  that  they  are  satisfied  that  the  aforesaid  concession  was  granted  at  the 
time  it  bears  date,  but  that  the  same  interferes  with  a  tract  of  land  claimed  by  the  inhal)itants  of  the 
town  of  St.  Louis  as  conurKjns. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  413.) 

Augud  19,  1811. — Board  nn-t.     Present:   Clement  15.  Penrose  and  Frcdei-ick  Bates,  commissioners. 

Joseph  Brazeau,  claiming  347  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  413.)  It  is  the  opinimi  of  the 
board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  5,  jiage  320.) 

March  14,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  <U  Harrison,  F.  IJ. 
Conway,  commissioners. 

Joseph  Brazeau,  by  his  le,gal  representatives,  claiming-  12  arjicnts  front  on  the  river  Mississippi, 
running  back  30  arpents,  (see  book  B,  page  416;  minutes  No.  1,  page  413;  No.  5,  page  320,)  produces  a 
paper  pur[)orting-  to  be  an  original  concession  from  Carlos  Dehault  Pelassus,  dated  November  19,  1799; 
also,  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey,  dated  May  28,  1803. 

Pascal  L.  Cerre,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwritin.g-  of 
Carlos  D.  Delassus,  and  the  signature  to  the  certificate  of  survey  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of  A.  Soulard. 
He  further  states  that  Joseph  Brazeau,  to  his  knowledge,  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  laud  embraced  iu 
the  concession  of  1799,  which  land  so  cultivated  was  the  same  as  contained  in  the  concession  of  1786,  and 
which  inhabitation  and  cultivation  has  continued  from  1799  to  the  present  time  by  him  or  his  legal  repre- 
sentatives. He  believes  that  the  land  so  cultii-ated  was  the  whole  embraced  in  the  concession  of  1781). — 
(See  book  No.  0,  page  123.) 

November  11,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjourninent.  Present:  Lewis  F.  Linn,  A.  (U  Har- 
rison, F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Joseph  Brazeau,  claiming-  300  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  123  of  this  liook.)  The  board  are  unani- 
mously of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Josej)h  Brazeau,  or  to  his  legal  repre- 
sentatives, according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  315.) 

A.  (U  HARBISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  II.  CONWAY. 


No.  85. — Nf.wton  HoAVEi.r,,  claiminrj  350  arpciil:'. 

To  Mr.  Charle.^  Drliai'U    Dcla^i^us,  llndrnant   colonel,  attached   to  the   dallonanj  rcijbncat  of' Louisiana,  and 

Comma  ndcr-in  chief  of  Upper  Loui.iiana: 

Newton  Howell,  Roman  Catholic,  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  you  that  he  has,  with  the  pcrmissimi 
of  the  government,  made  choice  (jf  a  piece  of  land,  in  order  to  make  a  farm,  on  the  domain  of  his  Majesty, 
and  on  the  north  side  of  the  Missouri;  therefore  he  supplicates  you  to  have  tin.'  goodness  to  grant  to  him, 
in  the  same  place  which  he  has  chosen,  the  quantity  of  350  arpents  of  land  in  superlicie.  The  ]M'titioner, 
having  sufficient  means  to  improve  a  farm,  and  no  other  views  but  Iti  live  as  a  peacealjle  ami  submissive 
cultivator  of  the  soil,  hopes  to  obtain  the  fa\or  which  he  solicits  of  vi'iir  justici'. 

NEW'fON  IK » WELL 

St.  AxriRj^,  J/t///  17,  1801. 

Be  it  forwarded  to  the  lieutenant  governor,  with  information  that  the  abovt-  statement  is  true,  anil 
that  the  petitioner  deserves  the  favor  which  he  solicits. 

SANTLIGO  MAtUx'AY. 
St.  Axdrk,  Maij  17,  1801. 

VOL.    VI lOG    F. 
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[No.  ins. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  3Iai/  25,  1801. 

In  consequence  of  the  information  g-iven  by  the  commandant  of  the  settlements  of  St.  Andre,  Don 
Santiago  JIackay,  I  do  grant  to  the  petitioner  the  3.50  arpents  of  land  in  supcrficie  which  he  solicits, 
provided  it  shall  not  be  prejudicial  to  anybody;  and  the  surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  party 
interested  in  possession  of  the  above-mentioned  quantity  of  land  which  he  asks  in  the  place  designated; 
and,  this  being  executed,  ho  shall  make  out  a  plat  of  his  survey,  delivering  the  same  to  the  said  party, 
with  his  certiticate,  in  order  to  enable  hiui  to  obtain  tlie  concession  and  title  in  form  from  the  intendant 
general,  to  whom  alone  corresponds,  by  royal  order,  the  distributing  and  granting  all  classes  of  lands  of 
the  royal  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 


Recorded,  No.  3G. 

Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  April  y,  1833. 
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No. 

Name  of  original 
claimant. 

Quantity, 
in  arpents. 

Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and  situ- 
ation. 

85 

Newton  Howell  . 

350 

Concession,  May 
25,  1801. 

C.  Dehault  Delassus . . 

Nathan   Boone,    deputy   sur- 
veyor, August  23,  1823;  on 
the  Missouri,  district  of  St. 
Charles. 

Evidence  ivith  reference  to  min  utes  and  records. 

October  19,  1808.— Board  met.  Present:  Hon.  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates,  commissioners. 

Newton  Howell,  claiming  850  arpents  of  land  below  the  mouth  of  Fomme  Osage  river,  district  of  St. 
Charles,  produces  to  the  board  a  notice  to  the  recorder  and  a  concession  for  the  same  from  Don  Carlos 
Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  to  claimant,  dated  May  25,  1801.  Claimant  was  not  of  age  at  the 
time  the  grant  was  given. 

William  Stewart,  sworn,  says  that  in  180-1  he,  witness,  by  permission  from  claimant,  had  a  camp  on 
the  tract  claimed,  and  made  sugar;  and  that  sugar  has  been  made  on  the  same  by  or  for  claimant  ever 
since. 

James  Mackay,  sworn,  says  that  in  the  fall  of  1803  he  run  a  line  between  claimant  and  Arund  Rulgcrs, 
and  that  he  saw  claimant  with  several  other  persons  working  on  the  place  at  the  same  time.  Laid  over 
for  decision. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  SOI.) 

June  19,  1810. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Newton  Howell,  claiming-  350  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  301.)  It  is  the  opinion  of  the 
board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  393.) 

March  14,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Newton  Howell,  claiming  350  arpents  of  land,  (see  book  D,  page  37;  minutes  No.  3,  page  301; 
No.  4,  page  393,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus, 
dated  May  25,  1801;  also  a  plat  of  survey,  dated  August  23,  1823,  by  Nathaniel  Boone,  deputy  surveyor 

Pascal  L.  Cerre,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwriting 
of  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  and  the  signature  at  the  margin  is  in  the  handwriting  of  James  Mackay. 

William  Milburn,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  signature  to  the  plat  of  survey  is  in  the  proper  hand- 
writing of  Nathaniel  Boone,  at  the  time  deputy  surveyor. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  124.) 

November  11,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Newton  Howell,  claiming  350  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  124  of  this  book.)  The  board  are  unani- 
mously of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Newton  Howell,  or  to  his  legal  repre- 
sentatives, according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  315.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  86. — Mack.w  Wherry,  claiming  1,000  arpents. 

To  Don   Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  armies  of  his  Catholic  Majestij  and  lieutenant 

governor  cf  V^yj^er  Louisiana  ; 

Mackay  Wherry,  having  for  a  long  time  inhabited  this  part  of  Illinois,  has  the  lienor  very  humbly 
to  represent  to  you  that  he  had  formerly  obtained  of  your  predecessor,  Don  Zenon  I'rudeau,  a  small 
concession  of  four  hundred  arpents  of  land  in  superficie.  Since  that  time,  his  family  having  much 
increased,  and  the  number  of  his  cattle  especially  having  grown  considerably  larger,  this  small  quantity 
of  land  is  not  now  sufficient  to  maintain  them.  This  being  considered,  he  supplicates  you,  sir,  to  be 
pleased  to  grant  to  him  and  his  heirs  a  concession  of  1,600  arpents  of  land,  in  superficie,  or  thereabout, 
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situated  near  the  rivers  Dardeuue  and  the  Mississippi,  <iii  the  vacant  lands  of  his  Majesty',  and  which  hr 
will  indicate  when  the  survey  shall  be  made.  The  petitioner  presumes  to  expect  of  you  this  favor,  wliich 
he  believes  he  deserves  on  account  uf  his  conduct  and  devotedness  to  the  Spanish  R-overnmont. 

MAClvAY  ^\'IIERI!Y. 
St.  Loi-fs,  A2)n!  15,  1802. 


St.  Lolis  of  Illinois,  April  IS,  1802. 

Considering  that  the  petitioner  has  been  a  long  time  settled  in  this  country,  and  that  his  family  is 
sufficiently  numerous  to  obtain  the  i|uantity  of  laud  which  he  solicits,  I  do  grant  to  him  and  his  heirs  tlu; 
land  which  he  solicits,  ]>rovided  it  is  not  prejudicial  to  any  one;  and  the  surve3-or,  Don  Antonio  Soulard, 
shall  put  the  party  interested  in  possession  of  the  ([uantity  of  land  which  he  asks,  in  a  vacant  place  of 
the  royal  domain;  and  this  being  executed,  he  shall  make  out  a  jilat  of  his  surve}',  delivering  the  same  to 
the  said  partj',  witli  his  certificate,  to  enable  hira  to  obtain  the  concession  and  title  in  form  from  the 
intendant  general,  to  whom  alone  corresponds,  by  royal  order,  the  distributing  and  granting  all  classes  of 
lands  of  the  royal  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 

Truly  translated.     April  1>,  1833. 
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No. 


86 


Name  of  original 
claimant. 


Mackay  AA'lierry. 


Quantity, 
inarpents 


1,  (300 


Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 


Concession,  April 
18,  1802. 


By  whom  granted. 


Carhis  Dehault 
Delassus. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and  .situation. 


Natiian.  Boone,  deputy  surveyor.  May 
15,  1820.  On  the  Dardenne,  dis- 
trict of  St.  Charles. 


Evidence  icith  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

NovendKr  18,  1808. — Board  met.  Present:  The  honorable  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and 
Frederick  Bates,  commissioners. 

Mackay  Wherry,  claiming  1,600  arpents  of  land,  unlocated,  in  the  district  of  St.  Charles,  by  virtue 
of  a  concession  said  to  ho  lost,  produces  to  the  board  a  notice  of  claim,  dated  24:th  June,  1808. 

Pierre  Probenche,  sworn,  says  that  about  the  spring  or  summer  of  1801,  when  he,  witness,  resided 
with  Charles  D.  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  he  saw  a  concession  from  said  Delassus  to  Mackay  Wherry, 
and  had  the  same  in  his  possession,  for  1,600  arpents  of  land  lying  in  the  district  of  St.  Charles,  on  the 
river  Dardenne,  or  river  Cuivre.     Claimant  at  that  time  resided  in  this  country  with  his  family. 

Antoine  Soulard,  sworn,  says  that  about  the  year  1800  he  had  a  concession  in  his  hands  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  a  survey,  from  Charles  D.  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  to  claimant,  for  600  or  800 
arpents;  that  he,  witness,  gave  the  said  concession  to  some  of  the  deputy  surveyors,  since  when  he  has 
not  seen  it,  nor  docs  he  know  what  has  become  of  it.     Laid  over  for  decision. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  356.) 

July  9,  1810. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Mackay  AVheny,  claiming  1,600  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  35C>.)  It  is  the  opiniim  of 
the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  420.) 

March  14,  1833. — Tiie  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  O.  Harrison,  F. 
R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Mackay  Wherry,  by  his  legal  representatives,  claiming  1,600  arpents  of  laml,  (see  minutes  No.  3, 
page  356;  No.  4,  page  420,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession  IVdin  ('arhis 
Dehault  Delassus,  dated  18th  of  April,  1802;  also  a  plat  of  survey,  dated  15th  May,  1826,  by  Nathaniel 
Boone. 

Pascal  L.  Cerrci,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  petition  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Pnivenchere,  the  conces- 
sion in  the  handwriting  of  Antoine  Soulard,  and  the  signature  to  said  concession  is  in  the  handwriting" 
of  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus. 

William  Milburn,  dulj'  sworn,  says  that  the  signature  to  tlie  jilat  of  survey  is  in  tlie  projier  hand- 
writing of  Nathaniel  Boone,  and  the  signature  to  the  certificate  is  in  the  deponent's  own  haiidwi'iting. — 
(See  book  No.  6,  page  124  ) 

November  11,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournuient.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Mackay  Wherry,  claiming  1,600  arpents  of  laml. — (See  page  124  of  this  book.)  The  board  are  unani- 
mously of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  C(jnfiriucd  t(.)  the  said  Mackay  Wherry,  or  to  his  legal  repre- 
sentatives, according  to  the  concession — (See  book  No.  6,  page  316.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  87. — Locis  LoRiMiER,  claiming  30,000  arpenls. 

To  Don   Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  armies  of  his  Catholic  3rqjesti/,  and  lieulenanl 

governor  rif  Upjoer  Louisiana  : 

Louis  Lorimier,  cai.itain  of  militia,  and  commandant  of  the  post  and   district  of  Cape  (iirardeau  of 
Illinois,  has  the  honor  very  respectfully  to  represent  to  you,  that  since  he  has  become  a  subject  of  his 
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Catholic  ^[ajosty,  lie  lias  lioon  employed  in  Rnperintending  the  Indian  nations  living  in  this  vicinity,  and 
in  maintainiiig  peace  and  order,  a.s  well  among:  tliemselves  as  between  them  and  the  whites;  in  conse- 
quence of  which  he  has  often  been  called  near  the  lieutenant  g-ovcrnors  and  commandants  of  this  Upper 
Louisiana,  to  serve  not  only  as  interpreter  between  them  and  the  chiefs  of  the  dift'erent  nations,  but  also 
as  mediator  and  conciliator  near  those  chiefs  on  various  critical  occasions,  on  which  the  petitioner  has 
made  use,  with  success,  of  the  influence  and  ascendency  which  he  has  acquired  among-  those  nations,  in 
order  to  bring-  them,  without  violence,  to  determinations  advantageous  to  the  general  welfare,  and  to  the 
tranquillity  of  the  countrj-.  The  cares  and  troubles  whicli  the  petitioner  experienced  in  fulfilling-  the 
various  missions  with  which  lie  was  charged;  tlio  frequent  voyages  he  was  obliged  to  make  to  the  injury 
of  his  private  interest,  which  sufl'ered  during  his  absence,  and  even  at  the  peri!  of  his  health  and  life;  the 
jiumerous  and  importunate  visits  of  those  same  Indians,  to  whom  he  was  obliged  to  furnish  lodgings, 
provisions,  ammunition,  and  to  which  he  has  often  added  considerable  presents;  a  thousand  other  incon- 
veniences and  expenses,  which  it  would  take  too  long  to  enumerate,  have  remained  to  this  day  without 
reward  or  indemnification  from  the  govenrnent.  And  although  at  all  times  his  conduct  has  procured  to  him 
the  approbation  of  his  superiors,  and  even  that  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  these  honorable 
attestations  are,  as  yet,  the  only  fruits  he  has  reaped  for  his  services  during  upw^ards  of  fifteen  years. 

Founded  upon  such  strong-  pretensions  the  petitioner  applies  now  to  your  lordship  and  .solicits,  with 
confidence,  a  reward  or  indemnification  adequate  to  the  importance  and  extent  of  his  services,  and  to  the 
great  sacrifices  which  they  obliged  him  to  make,  praying  _you  to  grant  to  him,  in  full  property,  as  well 
fur  himself  as  for  his  heirs  or  assigns,  a  tract  of  land  of  30,000  arpcnts  in  superficie  on  his  Majesty's  domain, 
with  tlie  liberty  to  have  it  surveyed  when  he  will  find  it  convenient,  in  such  place  or  places  which  he  may 
choose,  without  jircjudice  to  anj'body. 

Tlie  petitioner  hopes  to  obtain  this  favor  of  your  justice  and  of  the  generosity  of  this  government; 
and,  full  of  gratitude  for  the  same,  he  will  pray  Heaven  for  the  conservation  of  your  daj-s. 

L.  LORIMIER. 

Cai'E  Gu{.\rdeau,  Dixanhrr  iS,  llOi*. 


St.  Loris  of  Illinois,  January  15,  1800. 

I,  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  royal  armies,  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper 
Louisiana,  and  sub-delegate  of  the  intendancy  general  of  these  provinces,  having  examined  the  statement 
made  in  the  foregoing  memorial,  and  being  convinced  of  the  truth  of  all  therein  alleged  by  Captain  Louis 
Loriniier,  commandant  of  Cape  Girardeau,  who  is  worthy  of  the  favors  and  beneficence  of  the  government 
in  consideration  of  his  very  important  services,  and  of  the  zeal,  jirudcncc,  activity,  and  great  disinter- 
estedness with  which  he  has  used  his  known  influence  over  the  Inditm  nations  of  Delawares,  Shawnees, 
&c.,  in  order  to  adjust  their  ditVerences  and  for  the  maintenance  of  peace  and  good  order,  which  have 
occasioned  to  the  petitioner  great  expenses  and  inconveniences,  and  from  which  have  resulted  great 
advantages  to  the  whole  country;  for  these  motives  I  have  come  to  the  determination  to  grant  to  the  said 
Don  Louis  Loriniier,  for  hiui  and  his  successors,  the  quantity  demanded  of  oO,000  arpents  of  land  in 
superficie,  in  the  place  or  places  and  in  the  manner  he  desires,  in  order  that  he  may  enjoy  and  dispose  of 
this  concession  as  of  a  property  to  him  belonging,  which  he  will  have  surveyed  when  convenient  to  his 
interest.  And  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  surveyor  of  this  Upper  Louisiana,  shall  take  cognizance  of  this  title 
for  his  intelligence  and  government  in  what  concerns  him;  and,  at  the  request  of  the  (party)  interested, 
he  shall  put  him  in  possession  of  the  aforementioned  quantit}^  of  land,  delivering  to  him  the  corresponding- 
certificate  or  certificates  of  survey;  after  which  said  party  shall  have  to  solicit  the  title  in  form  from  the 
intendancy  general  of  tlicse  provinces. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 

Recorded  by  order  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  book  No.  2,  folios  39,  40,  and  41,  No.  28. 

SOULARD. 
Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  June  o,  1833. 

JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  August  2,  1803. 

Under  date  (jf  od  of  last  Alay  his  lordship,  Don  Manuel  de  Salcedo,  governor  of  these  provinces,  tells 
me  what  follows,  and  which  I  translate:  "The  merit  of  Don  Louis  Lorimier  is  of  the  most  distinguished 
character  and  is  worthy  of  the  greatest  notice  of  the  government,  which  at  all  times  has  shown  it  to  him, 
soliciting  even  for  iiiin  the  favor  of  the  sovereign  in  order  to  obtain  the  grade  of  captain,  which  your 
lordship  asks  in  his  favor;  but  I  do  not  know  wh>'  the  rumors  of  war  have  put  all  kinds  of  business  to  a 
stand,  which  is  the  more  to  be  lamented  as  this  misfortune  falls  upon  a  person  who,  by  his  good  services, 
deserves  with  justice  the  price  and  reward  which  are  his  due  under  so  many  heads.  Now,  when  we  are 
on  the  point  of  delivering  up  the  province,  we  cannot  do  else  but  recommend  him  to  the  French  govern- 
ment, and  this  we  shall  do  efficaciously.  It  is  all  I  can  say  to  your  lordship  in  answer  to  your  official 
note  No.  114,  &c.,"  which  I  transcribe  for  your  knowledge. 

May  (iod  have  you  in  his  hnly  keeping. 

(IHARLES  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 

I'l'u  1,1.11s  L.iKiMiEU,  Cunuiuiiidant  <if  Capi-  Girardeau.  < 

Truly  tiiinslatcd  from  b.M,k  E,  page  24.     St.  Louis,  November  12,  1833. 

JULIUS  DE  MUN. 
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No. 


87 


Name  of  ovisinal       Quantity, 
claimant-  iiu  arpents 


Louis   Lorimicr. 


30,  000 


Nature  and  date  of      By  wiiom  granted, 
claim.  i 


By  wliom  surveyed,  date,  and  situation. 


Concessinii,  .Tan-      Carl       l)r-li;nilt       Uiilocatud 
iiai-v  l.i,  1800.  Dcla.ssus. 


Eviilcncf  icilh  rrfcrciu-c  to  miniilcs  and  rccards. 
-Briard  met.     Presi'ut:  Juliii  P>.  C.   Lucas,  Clcnient   15.   Pmr. ;.so. 


(1  Frnlerirk  IJatcs, 


the  opinion  of 
(t.  llarri.sou,  and 


J/o.'/  25,  1809.- 
comniissioncrs. 

Louis  Lorimicr,  claimiug  30,000  arpcnts  of  land,  produces  to  the  board  a  concession  for  the  same 
from  Don  Carlos  Pehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  g-ovcrnor,  dated  15th  January,  1800;  also  an  official  letter 
from  said  lieutenant  g-overn(.ir  to  claimant,  dated  '2d  August,  1803.  Laid  over  for  decision. — (See  Ijook 
No.  4,  page  14.) 

March  22,  1810.— Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Louis  Lorimicr,  claiming  30,000  arpents  of  land. — (Sec  book  No.  4,  page  74.)     It 
the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  contirmed. —  (See  book  No.  4,  [>age  302.) 

March  10,  1833. —  The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:   L.  F.  Linn,  \. 
F.  Ix.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Louis  Lorimier,  sr.,  by  his  legal  representatives,  claiming  30,000  arpents  of  land  for  services. — (See 
book  E,  pages  23  and  24;  minutes.  No.  4,  page  302.)  Produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original 
concession  from  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  January  15,  1800. 

Pierre  ^lenard,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  signature  to  petition  is  the  handwriting  of  L.  Lorimier,  sr., 
that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  the  handwriting  of  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  and  the  signature  to 
the  registering  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Antoino  Soulard.  Lecture  being  made  of  the  aforesaid  petition, 
deponent  states  that  it  is  a  true  statement  of  the  petitioner's  services;  that  he  was  well  aci[uainted  with 
said  Lorimier  since  the  year  1788  until  his  death,  which  happened,  he  believes,  in  1815;  that,  at  the 
Solicitation  of  the  Spanish  government,  said  Lorimier  brought  a  number  of  Shawnee  and  Delaware 
Indians  to  settle  in  the  vicinity  of  Cape  Girardeau,  and  they  served  as  a  guard  to  the  countr}'  against  the 
depredations  committed  by  the  Osages;  that  the  Shawnees  and  Dela wares  had  six  villages  between  Cape 
Girardeau  and  Cape  .St.  Come. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  127.) 

November  11,  1833. — Tlie  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present;  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
and  F.  R.  Conway,  comniissioners. 

Louis  Lorimier,  claiming  30,000  ariients  of  land. — (See  page  127  of  this  book.)  By  order  of  the 
board,  the  letter  produced  to  the  former  board,  and  which  is  of  record  in  tlie  recorder's  office,  is  to  bo 
translated,  and  attached  to  the  concessiitn.  The  board  are  unanimously  of  ojiinion  that  this  claim  ought 
to  be  contirmed  to  the  said  Louis  Lorimier,  or  to  his  legal  representatives,  according  tn  the  concession. — 


(See  book  No.  6,  page  316.) 


A.  G.  HAEPJSON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  K.  CONWAY. 


No.  88. — Fr.vncois  BKr.THi.viME,  (ialmimj  420  arpenl!^. 

To  Don  CharhM  Dehault  DcUst^us,  lieutenant  colonel  atlaclied  to  the  stationanj  regiment  of  Louisiana,  and  lieu- 
tenant governor  of  Upper  Louisiana. 

The  undersigned,  a  Eoman  Catholic,  and  the  father  of  four  children,  has  the  himor  to  represent  to 
you  that  being,  since  a  number  of  years,  a  resident  of  this  colony,  and  having  followed  farming  for  a 
long  time,  ho  would  wish  to  partake  of  the  generosity  of  this  government,  and  secure  to  himself  and  his 
children  a  landed  property.  In  this  intention  the  petitioner  applies  now  to  your  hjrdship,  hoping  that 
you  will  be  pleased  to  grant  to  him,  in  the  district  of  Cape  Girardeau,  a  riuantity  of  land  proportional 
to  the  number  of  persons  composing  his  family,  which  is  as  follows:  himself,  his  wife,  four  children,  and 
one  slave.  Favor  which  the  petitioner  presumes  to  expect  of  your  justice,  and  for  which  he  shall  not 
cease  to  pray  heaven  for  your  conservation. 

FKAN(;OIS  BERTHIAUME. 

C.iPE  GiR.iRDE.^u,  Hepteml}rr  11,  179U. 

^Ye,  captain  commandant  of  Cape  Girardeau,  do  inform  the  lieutenant  governor  that  the  statement  of 
the  petitioner  is  true;  that  the  land  he  asks  belongs  to  his  Majesty's  domain,  and  that  the  concession  of 
the  same  shall  not  be  prejudicial  to  anybody;  and  tliat  the  petitioner,  having  tlic  qualifications  recjuired 
hy  the  law,  deserves  tlie  favor  which  he  solicits. 

L.  LORIMIER 

C.u'E  GiR-vRDE.ir,  September  13,  1799. 


St.  Loris  or  Illi.nois,  December  28,  1799. 

In  consequence  of  the  information  here  above  from  the  commandant  of  Cape  Girardeau,  Don  Louis 

Lorimier,  the  survej-or,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  party  interested  in  possession  of  420  arpents 

of  land  in  superficie  in  the  place  where  ho  asks  the  same,  this  quantity  being  proportionate  to  the  number 

composing  his  family  conformably  to  the  regulations  of  the  governor  general  of  this  province.     And  after 


PUBLIC    LANDS. 


[No.  1173. 


this  is  executed,  tiie  said  party  shall  have  to  solicit  the  title  of  concession  in  due  form  from  the  intendant 
general  of  these  provinces,  to  whom  alone  corresponds,  bj'  royal  order,  the  granting  of  lands  and  town 
lots. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  April  9,  1833. 
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No. 

Name  of  original 
claimant. 

Quantity. 
in  arpents. 

Nature  and  date  of  claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  wtiom  surveyed, 
date,  and  situation. 

88 

Fran9ois  Berthiaumo. 

420 

Concession,  Dec.  28,  1799 

Carlos  DehaultDelassus. 

Cape  Girardeau. 

Evidence  with  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

May  25,  1809. — Bcjard  met  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Louis  Lorimicr,  assignee  (if  Francois  Berthiaunie,  claiming  420  arpents  of  land,  produces  to  the 
board  a  concession  from  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  to  the  said  Berthiaumo,  for 
the  same,  dated  December  28,  1799,  and  a  deed  of  transfer  from  Berthiaumo  to  claimant,  dated  December 
5,  1804.     Laid  over  for  decision. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  74.) 

March  22,  1810. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Louis  Lorimicr,  assignee  of  Fran5ois  Berthiaunie,  claiming  420  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  4, 
page  74.)  It  is  tlie  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  oucht  not  to  be  confirmed. — (Sec  book  No.  4, 
page  302.) 

March  16,  1833. — Tlie  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison,  and 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Fran9ois  Berthiaunie,  by  his  legal  representatives,  claiming  420  arpents  of  land,  (see  book  E,  pages 
24  and  25;  No.  4,  pages  74  and  302,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from  Car- 
los Dehault  Delassus,  dated  December  28,  1799. 

Pierre  Miinard,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of 
Carlos  Dehault  Delassus. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  128.) 

November  W ,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Francois  Berthiaunie  claiming  420  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  128  of  this  book.)  The  board  are 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Franmis  Berthiaunie,  or  his  legal 
representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  316.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  89. — B.  Cousin,  claiming  10,000  arpents. 

To  Don  Charlea  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  armies  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  lieutenant  governor 

of  Upper  Louisiana,  dv.  : 

Bartholomew  Cousin  humbly  supplicates,  and  has  the  honor  of  representing  to  you  that,  since  he  has 
been  residing  at  Cape  Girardeau,  besides  the  functions  of  interpreter  and  public  scrivener,  which  he  has 
constantly  exercised,  and  on  account  of  wliich  you  have  been  pleased  to  grant  to  him  a  gratification  in 
lands,  he  has  morever  been  employed  by  the  commandant  of  said  post  in  sundry  other  public  and  extra- 
ordinary services,  which  are  in  no  manner  whatsover  connected  with  the  functions  hereafter  cited,  such  as 
taking  the  annual  census  and  various  missions  and  express  voyages,  as  well  in  the  interior  of  the  settle- 
ment as  in  the  adjoining  districts,  and  other  public  services,  which  it  would  be  too  long  to  enumerate,  and 
which  are  mostly  known  by  your  excellency.  These  said  services,  besides  the  loss  of  time,  have  occa- 
sioned to  the  petitioner  inconveniences  and  expenses  for  which  he  has  not,  as  yet,  received  any  indemnifi- 
cation. For  these  reasons,  he  is  induced  now,  sir,  to  present  himself  before  you,  hoping  that  you  will  be 
pleased  to  grant  to  him,  in  full  property,  as  well  for  himself  as  for  his  heirs  or  assigns,  under  the  title 
of  reward  and  compensation  for  the  services  and  expenses  above  mentioned,  the  quantity  of  ten  thousand 
arpents  of  land  in  superficie,  to  be  taken  on  such  parts  of  the  domain  which  the  petitioner  will  choose 
upon  the  lands  to  him  awarded  and  reserved  bj'  your  decree,  dated  March  5,  1800,  inserted  below  his 
petition  under  date  of  February  27  of  the  same  year.  The  petitioner,  full  of  gratitude  for  this  favor, 
shall  never  cease  to  pray  for  the  preservation  of  your  days. 

B.  COUSIN. 

Cape  Girardeau,  December  15,  1802. 


Cape  Girardeau,  December  17,  1802. 

Being  convinced,  in  consequence  of  the  verbal  declaration  of  Don  Louis  Lorimer,  commandant  of  this 
post,  and  also  by  my  own  experience,  that  the  foregoing  statement  of  Don  Bartholome  Cousin  is  true,  and 
considering  the  public  advantages  which  have  resulted  from  his  services,  as  also  the  expenses  and  the 
many  inconveniences  which  said  services  have  occasioned  to  him,  paying  due  attention  also  to  the  merit. 
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activity,  tiilelity,  and  g-ood  qualities  of  the  pctitidiicr,  I  have  concluded  to  concede  and  j^rant  to  liiin  the 
quantity  demanded  oi'  ten  thousand  arpents  of  land  in  .supei-ficio  iu  the  places  and  according  to  the  terms 
expressed  in  his  petition,  in  order  that  he  shall  enj(t3-  and  dispose  of  this  concession,  as  being  his  lawful 
property.  And  the  surveyor  general  of  this  Upper  Louisiana,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  him  iu 
possession  of  the  same,  and  shall  deliver  to  him  the  corresponding  certificate  or  certilicates  of  survey,  iu 
order  to  serve  to  him  to  obtain  tiic  title  of  concession  in  form  fr(uu  the  competent  autliority. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  May  29,  1833. 
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No. 


89 


Name  of  original  claimant. 


Quantity, 
arpents. 


Bartholouiew  Cousin . . 


Nature  and  date  of  claim.      By  whom  granted 


10,000  I  Concession,  December 
I       17,  1802. 


Carlos  Dehault 
Delassus. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 


Eddencf  ivith  reference  to  minules  and  records. 

Nay  2.^,  1809. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Bartholomew  Cousin,  claiming  10,000  arpents  of  land,  produces  to  the  board  a  concession  from  Don 
Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  dated  November  IT,  1802.  Laid  over  for  decision. — (See 
book  No.  4,  page  10.) 

3Iarch  13,  1810. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Bartholomew  Cousin,  claiming  10,000  arpents  of  land,  jn'oduees  ti.i  the  board  a  pre-emption  right  for 
50,000  arpents,  granted  by  Cltarles  D.  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  dated  March  5,  1800;  said  land  to 
be  paid  for  in  services  or  otherwise.  Also  a  concession  from  Don  Carlos  D.  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor, 
dated  December  17,  1802,  for  10,000  arpents  as  compensation  for  services  rendered,  being  part  of  the 
above  50,000  arpents. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  70.)  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not 
to  be  conlirmcd. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  295.) 

March  16,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison,  F. 
R.  Couwaj',  commissioners. 

Bartholomew  Cousin,  by  his  legal  representatives,  claiming  10,000  arpents  of  land  for  services. — (See 
book  E,  page  21;  No.  4,  pages  70  and  295.) 

Pierre  Menard,  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  knew  Cousin ;  that  he  was  acting  as  secretary  to  Commandant 
Lorimicr;  that  said  Cousin  was  a  man  of  great  talents,  who  rendered  important  services  to  the  govern- 
ment, and  was  held  in  great  consideration  by  said  government. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  129.) 

November  II,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
and  Y.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Bartholomew  Cousin,  claiming  10,000  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  129  of  this  book.)  The  board  are 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Bartholomew  Cousin,  or  his  legal 
representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  316.) 

'  o  ^  '    °  '  A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 
F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  90. — B,\RTHOLOMEW  Cousix,  claiming  8,000  arpents. 

To  Don  Charles  Dehaidt  Delassus,  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  armies  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  attached  to  the 
stationary  rerjiment  of  Louisiana,  lieutenant  governor  of  Upjxr  Louisiana,  dv.: 

Bartholomew  Cousin,  inhabitant  of  Cape  Girai'deau  of  Illinois,  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  you  tliat 
in  the  year  1799  your  excellency  was  pleased  to  grant  to  him  a  concession  of  land  in  tlie  said  district  as 
a  reward,  or  in  the  way  of  salary,  for  his  services  in  the  capacity  of  interpreter  and  public  scrivener  until 
the  15th  October  of  the  aforesaid  year.  Encouraged  by  the  justice  and  beneficence  of  this  government, 
and  in  the  hope  of  assuring  to  himself  an  honorable  living  in  serving  the  same,  the  petitioner  has  always 
continued  since  then  to  fulfil  the  same  functions,  which  have  become  every  day  more  laborious  and  more 
indispensable  on  account  of  the  rapid  increase  of  the  population  of  this  settlement.  And  as  he  has  not 
received,  since  the  15th  of  October,  1799,  any  gratification  for  his  services  up  to  this  day,  he  hopes  that 
the  reasons  which  have  induced  you  to  do  justice  to  his  first  demand  will  have  with  you,  in  the  present 
circumstance,  a  new  degree  of  force  and  justice.  In  this  confidence  the  petitioner  applies  to  you,  sir, 
praying  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  grant  to  him,  on  the  domain  of  his  Majesty,  a  concession  of  8,000 
arpents  of  land  in  superficie  as  a  reward,  and  in  way  of  salary,  for  his  services  aforesaid,  and  to  order 
that  this  quantity  be  measured  for  him  in  such  place  or  places,  and  in  the  manner  most  convenient  to 
him,  namely,  on  the  lands  formerly  occupied  by  Messrs.  Benjamin  Rose  and  M.  Williams  &  Co.,  at 
Tewapity  and  Cape  a  la  Cruche,  and  since  a  long  time  abandoned  and  reunited  to  the  domain. 

The  petitioner  demands  also  to  have  allowed  to  him  in  the  survey  three-twentieths  on  the  length  of 
the  lines,  to  compensate  for  the  roads,  (les  eaux)  the  creeks  and  ponds,  barren  lands,  and  the  loss  in 
chaining. 

Full  of  gratitude  for  this  favor,  the  petitioner  shall  never  cease  to  pray  for  your  conservation. 

BART.  COUSIN. 

C.vPE  GiRARDE.\r,  iMarch  22,  1803. 
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St.  Loi'is  OF  Illixois,  March  31,  1803. 
In  consequence  uf  tlic  tbicg-nin.i::  demand  of  Don  Barthuloinew  Cousin,  inhabitant  of  Cape  Girardeau, 
and  in  consideration  of  tlio  .services  wliicli  tlie  petitioner  lias  rendered  in  continuing-  to  employ  himself 
with  much  zeal  in  the  discharg-e  of  the  duties  of  interjiretcr  of  the  English  language  since  the  loth  of 
October  1799,  to  this  day,  as  also  in  the  affairs  rei[uiring  a  correspondence  with  the  civil  officers  on  the 
side  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  in  all  the  solicitations,  demands,  and  otlier  requests  in  right  of 
justice,  from  the  inhabitants  of  said  Cape  Girardeau,  of  whom  the  greatest  part  arc  Americans,  in  which 
"laborio'us  work  he  has  been  employed  by  Don  Lewis  Lorimier,  commandant  of  the  aforesaid  settlement, 
the  whole  of  which  being-  evidently  and  notoriously  obvious  to  me,  and  the  known  merit  and  services  of 
the  petitioner  being-  also  supported  by  the  said  Don  Lewis  Lorimier,  in  his  official  letters,  numbered  39, 
51,  and  52,  dated  March  17  and  December  11  of  Last  year,  and  January  20,  of  the  present  year,  I  have 
determined  to  grant  to  him  the  favor  which  he  solicits,  in  the  way  of  compensation  for  the  aforesaid 
services  which  he  faitlifully  rendered,  with  the  greatest  disinterestedness  and  without  interruption, 
abandoning  his  private  business,  particularly  since  he  has  been  proposed  (to  the  g-eueral  government)  asT 
interpreter  for  said  district,  to  wliich  proposal  I  have  not  as  yet  received  any  answer  from  the  governor 
g-eneral,  to  whom  I  have  forwarded  the  same,  under  date  of  May  10,  1802.  Therefore  the  surveyor  of  this 
Upper  Louisiana,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  him  (tlie  petitioner)  in  possession  of  the  8,000  arpents  of 
land  in  superticie  which  lie  solicits,  witli  the  allowance  stated,  and  in  the  places  designated  in  his  petition  or 
certificate  or  certificates  shall  be  remitted  to  iiini,  in  order  that  they  serve  to  him  to  obtain  the  title  of 
concession  in  form  from  the  intendancy  general  of  these  provinces,  to  which  belongs  the  right  of  making- 
such  distribution. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 


Kegistcrcd,  at  the  request  of  the  proprietor,  in  book  No.  2,  })i 


jes  41,  42,  and  43,  No.  29. 

SOULARD. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  May  30,  1833. 
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No. 


90 


Name  of  origiaal 
claimant. 


Bartholomew 
Cousin. 


Quaatity,  ia 
arpcuts. 


,000,  with  an 
allowance  of 


Nature  and  date  of  claim.  ]  By  whom  granted. 


Concession,  March  31, 
1803. 


Carlos  Dehault 
Delassus. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 


Aiitoinc  Soulard,  February 
27,  1800.  Three  different 
tracts,  district  of  Cape 
Girardeau. 


Evidence  ivith  reference  to  minules  and  recoi'ds. 


May  25,  1809. — The  board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates,  commissioners. 

Bartholomew  Cousin,  claiming-  8,000  arpents  of  land,  with  allowance  of  three-twentieths  for  roads,  &c., 
produces  to  the  board  a  concession  frcjin  Don  (Jarlos  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  for  the  same, 
dated  March  31, 1803;  a  plat  of  survey  of  1,000  arpents,  situate  on  the  river  Mississippi  and  Cape  La  Crucho 
creek,  district  of  Cape  Girardeau,  dated  March  5,  1800,  and  certified  February  27,  1806;  a  plat  of  survey 
of  1,113  arpents  39  perches,  situated  on  the  Mississippi,  district  aforesaid,  dated  March  5,  1800,  counter- 
signed Antoiue  Soulard,  surve3'or  general  of  Louisiana;  a  plat  of  survey  of  4,700  arpents  of  an  island  in 
the  Mississippi,  district  aforesaid,  dated  March  5,  1800,  dud  certified  February  27,  1806;  a  plat  of  survey 
of  3,350  arpents,  situate  on  the  forks  of  W^hite  Water  creek,  district  aforesaid,  certified  February  26,  1806, 
by  Antoine  Soulard,  surveyor  general  of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana;  a  plat  of  survey  of  1,082  arpents  41 
perches,  claimed  partly  as  assignee  of  Baptiste  Godair,  to  wit:  for  175  arpents,  situate  on  the  Big-  Swamp, 
district  aforesaid,  certified  February  27,  1806,  by  Antoine  Soulard,  surveyor  general;  a  deed  of  transfer 
from  John  Baptiste  Godair  for  said  175  arpents,  dated  July  28,  1804.  Tlie  grant  in  this  claim  stated  to 
have  been  given  as  a  compensation  for  services  rendered  by  claimant  as  interpreter  and  public  writer,  for 
which  he  is  said  never  to  have  received  any  other  compensation.  Produces  also  to  the  board  a  petition 
from  William  Smith  to  the  commandant  of  Cape  Girardeau,  for  the  sale  of  certain  property  left  by 
Benjamin  Rose,  in  August,  1799,  together  with  the  order  of  said  commandant  for  the  sale  thereof,  dated 
May  7,  1802;  a  paper  signed  William  Smith  and  Edward  Hogan,  dated  October  16,  1802,  purporting  to 
be  a  valuation  and  arbitration  of  labor  done  by  Stephen  Quimby  on  said  survey;  also  Stephen  Quimby's 
receipt  for  the  amount  of  the  award;  also  a  paper  pnrpc.irting  to  be  the  conditions  by  which  a  certain 
Thomas  Welburn  rented  premises  of  B.  Cousin;  and  an  order  from  Louis  Lorimier  to  prevent  Daniel 
Sexton  from  trespassing  on  the  premises,  dated  September  26,  1804;  a  petition  of  B.  Cousin,  and  a  decree 
of  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  for  annulling  the  concession  and  warrant  of  survey 
of  Benjamin  Rose  and  Morris  Williams,  dated  December  12,  1803. 

The  following-  acknowledgment  was  made  before  Frederick  Bates,  commissioner  at  Cape  Girardeau, 
June  4,  1808:  B.  Cousin  acknowledges  that  ho  surveyed  this  tract  for  B.  Rose,  April  12,  1799,  by  decree  of 
Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor.     Laid  over  for  decision. — (See  book  No.  4,  pages  68  and  09.) 

Nuvember  26,  1810. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates,  commissioners. 

Bartholomew  Cousin,  claiming  8,000  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  68;  see  also  James 
Brady's  claim,  assignee  of  Benjamin  Rose,  book  No.  4,  pages  69,  79,  and  84.) 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  5,  page  14.) 

March  16,  1833. — Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison,  and  F, 
R.  Conway,  commissioners. 
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Bartlioloniew  Cdiisin,  by  liis  legal  roproseutatives,  claiming-  8,000  arpouts  of  land,  (soo  book  B,  pages 
219,  317,  318,  and  319;  minutes.  No.  4,  page  68;  No.  5,  page  14,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an 
original  concession  from  Carlos  Dehault  Dclassus,  dated  March  31,  1803;  also  tliree  plats  of  survej's. 

Pierre  Menard,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of 
Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  to  the  surveys  the  handwriting  nl'  Soulard,  and  the  signature  to  the  petition  in 
the  handwriting  of  B.  Cousin. — (See  book  No.  fi,  I'age  129.) 

Novemlier  11,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  V.  Linn,  A.  ('•.  Ilarrismi, 
and  F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Bartholomew  Cousin,  claiming  8,000  arjients  of  land. — (See  page  129  df  tliis  book.) 

The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  conhrmed  to  the  said  Bartholomew 
Cousin,  or  to  his  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession, — (See  book  No.  0,  page  210.) 

C'lmjlkiing  claim. 

Said  to  interfere  with  James  Brady's  claim  of  two  hundred  and  forty  arpents. 

A.  Vr.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  91. — Lons  Reed,  claiming  240  arpenh. 

ir<',  Don  Fernando  cle  Lcyha,  captain  in  the  regiment  of  infantry  of  Louidana,  commander-in-chief  and 

lieutenant  governor  of  the  icestern  pjart  of  Illinois. 

In  consequence  of  the  demand  to  us  made  by  Louis  Ride,  in  his  petition  of  this  day,  representing  that 
he  has  no  land  to  cultivate,  and  is  reduced,  with  a  numerous  family,  to  the  impossibilitj^  of  sowing  any 
grain,  the  land  he  had  having  fallen  in  share  to  his  children;  and  there  being  a  prairie  at  about  one  and  a 
half  league  to  the  north  of  this  village  which  has  never  been  cultivated  nor  conceded  to  anybody-,  he 
su]iplicates  you,  sir,  to  be  pleased  to  grant  to  him,  in  the  said  prairie,  sis  arpents  of  land  in  width  by  the 
ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents;  whicli  si.x  arpents  of  land,  in  front,  are  bounded  on  the  oast  l.iy  the  river 
called  River  a  Gingras;  on  the  other  end,  west,  by  the  King's  domain;  on  the  south  side,  towards  the 
village  of  St.  Louis,  bj-  a  branch  coming  down  from  the  hills  and  emptying  into  the  said  River  a  Gingras, 
said  branch  being  the  bi.iundary  lietwcen  the  land  of  Mr.  Belestre,  in  Prairie  Lajoie,  and  the  sis  arpents 
herein  demanded,  and  designating  the  said  south  side  of  the  same;  and  on  the  other  side,  north,  by  what 
remains  of  the  prairie  or  the  King's  domain.  The  petitioner  intends,  sir,  if  j'ou  have  the  goodness  to 
grant  his  demand,  to  settle  himself  thereon,  raise  cattle,  and  cultivate  the  soil,  to  which  he  will  applj' 
himself  with  all  his  might. 

[One  crosg  for  xaid  Ride'^  marl-.] 

St.  Louis,  3h>j  12,  1779. 

Therefore,  wishing  to  favor  the  petitioner  in  his  establishment,  and  give  him  the  means  of  making  a 
plantation  which  cannot  be  but  advantageous  to  the  public  good,  we  have  granted  and  do  grant  to  him, 
in  fee-simple,  for  him,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  the  six  arpents  of  land  by  him  demanded  in  his  petition,  by  the 
ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  such  as  it  is  described  and  bounded  in  his  petition,  on  condition  to  settle 
and  improve  the  same  in  one  year  and  one  day,  and  that  the  said  land  shall  be  liable  to  public  charges 
and  otliers  which  it  may  please  liis  Majesty  to  impose. 

Given  in  St.  Louis,  May  12,  1779. 

FERNANDO  DE  LEYBA. 

Truly  translated  from  the  Spanish  record  of  concessions,  book  No.  3,  page  25.  St.  Louis,  August 
12,  1833. 
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Name  of  original  claimant.   |  Quantity,        Nature  and  date  of  claim. 
in  arpents. 


By  whom  granted. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date, 
and  situation. 


Louis  Reed,  alias  Ride. 


240  j  Concession,  May  12,  1797.  j  F.  de  Leyba  .  .    On  river  Gingras. 


Evidence  with  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

March  18,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Ilarrisnii,  and 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Louis  Reed,  by  his  legal  representatives,  claiming  six  arpents  of  land  in  front  by  forty  in  depth 
situate  on  White  Ox  prairie. — (For  concession  by  Leyba,  dated  May  12,  1779,  see  Livre  Terrein,  No.  3, 
page  25;  record  book  F,  page  187.) 

Baptiste  Riviere,  a/ia.s' Bacanne,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  is  eighty-six  years  of  age;  that  he 
was  the  first  who  ever  ploughed  the  land  above  mentioned,  having  been  hired  by  said  Louis  Reed  for  that 
purpose;  he  thinks  it  is  about  forty-four  or  forty-six  years  ago,  more  or  less;  that  he  believes  the  said 
Reed  cultivated  the  said  land  all  his  lifetime,  but  to  his  certain  knowledge  he  cultivated  tlie  same  for 
eight  or  ten  j'ears  in  succession. — (See  book  No.  (i,  page  129.) 

November  11,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
and  F.  R.  Cc.mway,  commissioners.  .     ■ 
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Louis  ReeJ,  claiining-  two  hundred  and  forty  arpents  of  laud.— (See  page  129  of  this  book.)  The 
board  are  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  this  claim  ouglit  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Louis  Reed,  or  to 
his  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession.— (See  book  No.  6,  page  316.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  92. — Gabriel  Nicolle,  claiming  608  arpenls. 

To  Don  Peter  Charles  DehauU  Delasfsus  Deluziere,  knight  grand  cross  of  the  royal  order  of  St.  3Iichael 
and  commandant,  civil  and  military,  of  New  Bourbon,  dkc: 

Sir  :  Gabriel  Nicolle  has  the  honor  very  humbly  to  supplicate  you  to  grant  to  him  the  concession  of 
a  piece  of  land  situated  on  the  river  St.  Francis,  upon  a  fork  of  the  said  river  called  Grand  river,  to  the 
south  of  the  said  fork,  twenty  arpents  in  front  by  thirty  arpents  in  length,  adjoining  north  to  Antoine 
Lachance  and  south  to  the  King's  domain,  and  without  prejudice  to  any  one  whomsoever,  upon  the  said 
river.  The  petitioner  expects  this  favor  of  your  goodness,  and  shall  not  cease  to  pray  for  your  prosperity 
and  conservation. 

GABRIEL  NICOLLE. 

New  Bourbon,  January  22,  1798. 


St.  Louis,  February  1,  1198. 
The  surveyor  of  this  jurisdiction,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  Gabriel  Nicolle  in  possession  of 
the  land  which  he  demands  in  the  above  petition,  and  afterwards  shall  make  out  a  plat  and  certificate  of 
his  survey,  and  the  whole  shall  be  returned  to  us  to  be  sent  to  the  governor  general  of  the  province,  who 
shall  determine  definitively  upon  the  concession  of  the  said  land. 

ZENON  trudeau. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  April  8,  1833. 
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No. 


Name  of  original 
claimant. 


Quantity, 
in  arpents. 


Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 


By  whom  granted. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and  situatiou. 
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Gabriel  Nicolle 


608 


Concession,  Feb- 
ruary 1,1798. 


Zenon  Trudeau. 


Nathaniel  Cook,  deputy  surveyor, 
January  7,  1806;  on  the  St.  Francis 
river,  37  miles  S.SW.  from  St.  Gen- 
evieve. 


Evidence  imlh  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

March  20,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn  and  F.  R.  Conway, 
commissioners. 

Gabriel  Nicolle,  by  his  legal  representative,  G.  A.  Bird,  claiming  six  hundred  arpents  of  land,  (see 
book  C,  page  386,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  dated 
February  1,  1798;  also  a  plat  of  survey,  dated  January  7,  1806;  also  a  deed  of  conveyance,  dated  Feb- 
ruary 22,  1812. 

L.  F.  Linn,  being  duly  sworn,  saj^s  that  he  knows  that  C.  L.  Bird  resided  on  a  piece  of  land  which 
deponent  is  confident  was  said  Bird's  property,  situate  at  about  thirty-seven  miles  in  a  south-southwest 
direction  from  St.  Genevieve,  on  the  main  branch  of  the  river  St.  Francis  and  near  Mine  a  la  Motte  and 
St.  Michael;  that  he  was  on  said  piece  of  land  in  the  spring  of  1813,  and  that  C.  L.  Bird  had  then  fifty  or 
sixty  acres  in  cultivation  and  was  preparing  to  build  a  mill,  and  that  he  lived  on  said  place  until  his  death. 

Antoine  Ch(5nier,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  in  the  proper  hand- 
writing of  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  131.) 

November  11,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Gabriel  Nicolle,  claiming  608  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  131,  of  this  book.)  The  board  are  unani- 
mously of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Gabriel  Nicolle,  or  to  his  legal  repre- 
sentatives, according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  316.) 

Conflicting  claim. 

This  land,  it  is  said  by  the  present  claimant,  has  been  sold  by  the  United  States. 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  P.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


1834.] 


PRIVATE    LAND    CLAIMS   IN    MISSOURI. 


851 


No.  93. — Michel  Lach.\nce,  daimUuj  72  arjient.i. 

To  Don  Peter  Charles  Dehai(U  De!assu!<  Deluzicre,  hught  grand  cross  of  the  royal  order  of  St.  3Iichael,  and 
civil  and  military  commandant  of  Xew  Bourbon  and  dejiendencieg : 

Sir:  Micliijl  Lacliaiice  has  the  honor  to  .supplicate  yon  veiy  hiiiiilily  to  •iTaiit  to  liiiu  the  concession  of 
a  piece  of  iaml  situated  on  tlie  river  St.  Francis,  on  tlic  north  side  of  the  said  river,  in  tlio  first  fnrk  behiw 
the  road  leading-  to  Mine  a  la  Motte,  six  arpents  in  front  by  twelve  in  depth.  The  petitioner  expects  this 
favor  of  your  g-oodiiess,  and  shall  not  cease  to  pray  for  your  conservation. 

New  Bourbon,  January  7,  ISOO.     Stamped  M.  L. 

MICHEL  LACIIANCE. 


New  Bourbon,  January  10,  1800. 
We,  commandant  of  the  post  above  named,  refer  the  present  petition  to  the  lieutenant  governor  of 
the  western  part  of  Illinois,  to  whom  we  do  certify  that  the  said  Michel  Lacliancc  i.s  a  very  ancient  settler 
in  this  district,  in  which  he  was  born;  being  on  the  eve  of  marrying,  and  having  a  very  great  number  of 
cattle,  he  is  vested  with  all  the  qualifications  necessary  to  obtain  a  concession  for  tlic  tract  of  land 
demanded,  and  which  docs  consist  only  of  seventy-two  arpents  in  supcrficie.  Moreover,  we  do  attest  that 
it  is  evident,  from  the  survej's  already  taken  of  the  adjacent  lands,  that  the  said  seventy-two  arpents  are 
not  comprised  in  thom,  and  are  a  part  of  the  King's  domain. 

P.  DELASSUS  DELUZIERE. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  January  24,  1800. 
Being  convinced  Ijy  the  information  given  by  the  commandant  of  the  post  of  New  Bourbon,  Don 
Pedro  Delassus  Deluziere,  that  the  land  which  he  solicited  is  vacant  and  does  not  do  prejudice  to  anj'  of 
the  adjacent  neighbors,  and  that  the  petitioner  has  sufficient  means  to  improve  the  land  which  he  solicits, 
in  the  term  fixed  hy  the  regulations  of  the  governor  general  of  tiiis  province,  the  surveyor,  Don  Antonio 
Soulard,  shall  put  the  party  interested  in  possession  of  the  same;  and  afterwards  he  sliall  make  out  a 
plat  and  certificate  of  his  survey,  in  order  to  serve  (said  party)  to  solicit  the  concession  from  the  intendant 
general  of  these  provinces,  t(.)  whom  alone  correspionds,  by  royal  order,  the  distributing  and  granting  all 
classes  of  lands  of  the  roval  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  April  8,  1833. 
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situation. 

93 

Michel  Lachance  .... 

72 

Concession,    Janu- 
ary 24,  1800. 

Carlos     Dehault 
Delassus. 

Thomas  Maddin, deputy  sur- 
veyor, recorded  by  Sou- 
lard, Oct.  1,  1805,  on  the 
waters  of  the  St.  Francis^ 

Evidence  icith  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

June  25,  1806. — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  The  Hon.  Clement  B.  Penrose 
and  James  L.  Donaldson,  commissioners. 

Michael  Lachance,  claiming  seventj--two  arpents  of  land  situate  on  the  waters  of  the  river  St.  Francis, 
district  aforesaid,  jiroducos  a  concession  from  Charles  D.  Delassus,  dated  January  24,  1800,  and  a  survey 
of  the  same,  certified  October  1,  1805.  This  claim  being  unsupported  by  actual  inhabitation  and  cultiva- 
tion, the  board  reject  the  same,  and  are  satisfied  that  it  was  granted  at  the  time  the  said  concession  bears 
date. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  349.) 

August  28,  1810. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Michael  Lachance,  claiming  seventy-two  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  349.)  It  is  the 
opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. 

John  B.  C.  Lucas,  commissioner,  declares  that  he  dijes  not  concur  in  opinion  with  the  former  board 
in  the  present  case,  respecting  the  satisfaction  which  the  said  former  board  expresses  that  the  conces- 
sion -was  issued  at  the  time  it  bears  date. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  478.) 

March  20,  1833. — Tiie  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  F.  R.  Conway, 
commissioners. 

Michael  Lachance,  by  G.  A.  Bird,  his  legal  representative,  claiming  seventy-two  arpents  of  land, 
(see  book  C,  pages  386  and  387;  minutes,  No.  1,  page  349;  No.  4,  page  478,)  produces  a  paper  pur- 
porting to  be  an  original  concession  from  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  January  24,  1800;  also  a  plat  of 
survey,  dated  April  30,  1805,  recorded  by  Antoine  Soulard. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  132.) 

November  11,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Liun,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 
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Michael  Lachance,  claiming  12  arpcnts  of  land.— ^See  page  132  of  this  book.)  The  board  are  unani- 
mously of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Michael  Lachance,  or  to  his  legal  repre- 
sentatives, according  to  the  concession. — (Sec  book  No.  6,  page  316.) 

'  °  A.G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 
F.  R.  CONWAY. 


Xq.  94.— Maxi'el  Gonzalez  Moro,  claiming  1,056  arpents. 

To  his  excellency  the  lieutenant  rjovernor  cf  Vppei-  Louisiana: 

Don  ]\[anuel  Gonzalez  Moro,  for  the  present  in  this  city,  most  humbly  and  respectfully  represents  and 
saj-s,  that  having  returned  here  from  Illinois  in  order  to  join  my  regiment,  after  having  been  for  a  long- 
time garrisoned  at  said  place,  for  just  reasons  I  have  left  the  royal  service,  with  the  intention  of  going  to 
Europe;  but  as  this  could  not  be  effected,  on  account  of  this  port  being  continually  blockaded  by  the  enemy, 
I  have  determined 'to  go  back  to  Illinois  by  the  first  opportunity,  intending  to  establish  myself  and  marry 
in  St.  Louis.  Consequently,  wishing  to  secure  my  subsistence,  and  that  of  my  children,  in  such  a  way  as 
to  shield  them  hereafter  from  the  unfortunate  events  wliicli  so  often  take  place,  and  seeing  that  agriculture 
in  that  country  gives  a  prospect  of  sure  and  progressive  increase,  I  am  inclined  to  devote  myself  to  it,  and 
am  induced  to  undertake  the  erection  of  considerable  buildings,  having  around  them  -an  extent  of  land 
sufficient  to  keep  grazing  thereon  a  number  of  breeding  mares  and  cows,  along  with  sheep,  hogs,  goats, 

&c.,  (una  ydguada,  una  vaqueria y  otros  ganados  tanto  tanares  como  de  cerda,  cabrios,  &c.,)  and 

adding  to  this  a  water  saw-mill,  besides  the  sowings  wliich  I  intend  to  make,  and  tlie  planting  of  orchards 
of  various  kinds  of  fruit  trees;  the  whole  shall  form  a  mass  of  rural  industry  which  will  diffuse  a  spirit 
of  emulation,  so  necessary  in  new  settlements.  Therefore,  and  in  consideration  of  the  merit  which  I  have 
acquired  in  the  royal  service  during  fifteen  consecutive  years  that  I  have  remained  in  the  same,  in  the 
character  of  dislinguido,  (this  is  a  title  given  in  the  Spanish  service  to  soldiers  and  non-commissioned 
officers  distinguished  for  their  exemplary  conduct,)  fulfilling  all  the  orders  and  commissions  with  which  I 
was  charged  to  the  satisfaction  of  my  superiors,  from  whom  I  obtained  the  most  satisfactory  approbations 
and  praises,  I  am  induced  to  believe,  with  confidence,  that  I  am  one  among  the  meritorious,  and,  conse- 
quently, worthy  of  the  favors  with  which  our  beneficent  government  rewards  the  zeal  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects. 

I  humbly  supplicate  you  to  condescend  to  grant  to  me  a  league  square  of  land  in  superficie,  or  the 
same  quantity  of  7,056  arpents  of  land  in  the  place  commonly  called  River  au  Cuivre,  situated  between 
the  two  rivers  Missouri  and  Mississippi,  or  else  in  their  vicinity,  at  my  choice,  which  location  I  shall  make 
myself  as  soon  as  I  shall  return  to  Illinois,  wherever  I  shall  meet  with  a  vacant  place  belonging  to  the 
royal  domain,  and  which  I  shall  indicate  to  the  surveyor  of  that  place,  in  order  to  have  it  surveyed  and 
bounded  regularly.  I  hope  to  deserve  of  you  this  favor,  as  j'ou  have  been  vested  by  the  superior  authority 
with  the  power  to  grant  such  to  the  meritorious,  and  to  people  of  good  morals.  For  which  favor  I  shall 
always  be  grateful,  and  seek  ooportunities  of  giving  you  manifest  proofs  of  my  everlasting  gratitude. 

MANUEL  GONZALEZ  MORO. 

New  Orleans,  June  18,  1199. 


St.  Louis  OF  Illinois,  Sepitemher  16,  1199. 

Being  fully  satisfied  as  to  the  services  here  stated  by  Don  Manuel  Gonzalez  Moro,  as  also  of  the  com- 
mendable personal  qualities  which  adorn  him,  besides  his  good  lineage;  and  considering  the  intentions 
manifested  by  him  of  establishing  himself  in  this  country,  and  to  contribute  to  its  improvement,  I  do  grant 
to  him  in  fee-simple,  for  him,  his  heirs,  or  whatever  other  person  who  may  represent  his  right,  the  1,056 
arpents  of  land  which  he  asks,  or  one  league  square  of  land  in  superficie,  in  the  place  mentioned  by  him, 
at  his  choice,  on  a  vacant  place  belonging  to  the  King's  domain,  which  shall  not  be  prejudicial  to  any 
other  proprietor.  And  the  surveyor  of  this  Upper  Louisiana,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  make  the  survey 
and  shall  run  the  corresponding  lines  as  soon  as  he  shall  be  required  to  do  so  by  the  (party)  interested; 
and  the  survey  being  executed,  he  shall  deliver  to  him  the  documents  in  support  of  the  same,  in  order  that 
it  may  avail  where  convenient,  and  may  serve  to  him  to  solicit  and  obtain  the  title  of  concession  in  due 
form  from  the  intendancy  general,  to  which  tribunal  alone  corresponds  the  distributing  and  granting  lands 
and  town  lots  belonging  to  the  royal  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 


Registered,  at  the  request  of  the  interested,  No.  2,  pages  2,  3,  4,  and  5. 
Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  April  9,  1833. 
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Name  of  original  claimant, 


Manuel  Gonzalez  Moro. 


Quantity, 
in  arpents. 


1,056 


Nature  and  date  of  claim. 


Concession,  September 
16,  1199. 


By  whom  granted. 


Carlos  Dehault 
Delassus. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 


On  Cuivre  river. 


Evidence  ivith  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

November  21,  1811.— Board  met.     Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and   Frederick 
Bates,  commissioners. 
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Manuel  Gi.uizalfz  Muro,  clainuiij;'  7,050  arpeiits  of  land  situate  on  tlie  river  Cuivro,  district  of  St. 
Cliarles,  produces  record  of  a  concession  from  I)ela.ssus,  lieutenant  governor,  dated  September  10,  1799. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  tliis  claim  ought  not  to  be  ciinlirmed. —  (See  book  No.  5,  page  459.) 

March  21,  1833. — F.  R.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment,  being  authorized  to  receive 
evidence  by  a  resolution  of  this  board,  taken  9th  instant. 

Manuel  Gonzalez  Moro,  by  his  legal  representatives,  claiming  7,050  arpeuts  of  land,  (see  record 
book  J),  page  127;  minutes,  No.  5,  page  459,)  produces  a  paper  purjiiirting  to  be  an  original  concession 
from  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  September  10,  1799. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  saj-s  that  the  said  M.  G.  Moro  was  an  ofticer  under  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, employed  in  the  treasury  department,  but  had  a  very  small  sakuy.  lie  further  says  tliat  the 
signature  to  the  petition  is  in  the  jiroper  handwriting  of  said  Moro,  and  the  signature  to  tlie  concession 
is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of  Carlos  D.  Delassus. — (See  book  No.  0,  page  132.) 

November  11,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  E.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Manuel  Gonzalez  Moro,  claiming  7,056  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  132  of  this  book.)  The  board 
are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Manuel  Gonzalez  Moro,  or  to 
his  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession.— (Sec  book  No.  6,  page  317.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  95. — M.wuEL  GoN"z.\LEz  Moro,  claiming  800  arjyeniif. 

To  his  excellency  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Louisiana  : 

I,  Don  Manuel  Gonzalez  Moro,  inhabitant  of  this  place,  with  all  the  respect  due  to  you,  represent  and 
say  that  having  married  here  lately  with  the  intention  of  settling  permanently  and  prosper  in  this  country, 
I  wish  to  relj'  on  some  landed  property  in  order  to  procure  my  subsistence  and  that  of  my  children.  In 
this  view,  and  in  consideration  of  the  merit  which  I  have  acquired  in  the  service  of  his  Majesty,  during  a 
permanency  in  the  same  of  just  fifteen  consecutive  years,  I  most  huniblj-  supplicate  you  to  condescend  to 
grant  me  the  usual  quantity  of  8  00  arpents  of  land,  in  a  vacant  place  belonging  to  the  royal  domain,  at 
mj'  choice,  where  I  intend  to  make  what  is  commonly  called  here  a  plantation,  on  which  I  think  of  culti- 
vating several  kinds  of  grain  and  fruit  trees,  and  raise  poultry  and  cattle;  which  favor  I  hope  to  deserve 
of  your  justice,  considering  it,  in  part,  as  a  reward  for  my  above-mentioned  services,  and  for  which  bountj' 
I  shall  always  give  you  proofs  of  my  unbounded  gratitude. 

MANUEL  GONZALEZ  MORO. 

St.  Louis  OF  Illinois,  June  17,  1800. 


St.  Louis  OF  Illinois,  June  20,  1800. 
As  he  asks;  and  the  surveyor  of  this  Upper  Louisiana,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  take  the  survey 
and  run  the  corresponding  lines  as  soon  as  he  shall  be  required  to  do  so,  and  these  operations  being 
executed,  he  shall  deliver  to  him  the  documents  in  proof  of  the  same,  in  order  to  serve  to  him  (the  peti- 
tioner) to  solicit  and  obtain  the  title  of  concession  in  form  from  the  intendancy  general  of  these  provinces, 
to  which  tribunal  alone  corresponds  the  granting  of  lands  and  town  lots  of  the  royal  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 


Registered,  book  No.  2,  page  2,  at  the  request  of  the  party  interested. 


SOULARD. 


Ne  varietur  (by  request)  from  an  instrument  recorded  in  my  office,  under  date  of  this  day. 

LOUIS  LA  CAIRE,  Notary  Public. 
New  Orleans,  February  25,  1833. 

Witnesses: 

Cn.iKLES  Barcantel 
Phi.  Lacoste. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  April  12,  1833. 
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No. 


95 


Name  of  original 
claimant. 


Manuel  Gonzalez 
Moro. 


Quantity, 
in  arpents 


Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 


By  wliom  granted. 


800  '  Concession,  June  22, 
:        1800. 


Carlos    Dehault 
Delassus. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 


Evidence  with  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

November  27,  1811. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates,  commissioners. 

Manuel  Gonzalez  Moro,  claiming  800  arpents  of  land,  situate  in  district  of  St.  Charles,  produces  record 
of  a  Concession  from  Delassus  lieutenant  governor,  dated  June  20,  1800.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board 
that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — -(See  book  No.  5,  page  459.) 
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March  21,  1833.— F.  K.  Conway,  e.sq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment,  being  autliorized  to  receive 
evidence  by  a' resolution  of  this  board  taken  9th  instant. 

]\ranuel  Gonzalez  Moro,  by  his  legal  representatives,  claiming  800  arpents  of  land,  (see  book  D, 
pao-e  127;  minutes.  No.  5,  page  459,)  pr'Jf'Hccs  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concessicn  from 
Charles  Dehault  Deiassus,  dated  June  20,  1800. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  says  the  same  as  in  the  above  case,  and  that  the  signature  to  the  conces- 
sion is  in  the  handwriting  of  said  Deiassus. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  133.) 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  further  says  that  the  said  M.  G  Moro  was  an  officer  under  the  Spanish 
govemment,  employed  in  the  treasury  department,  and  highly  considered  by  said  government,  but  had 
a  very  small  salary.— (See  book  No.  6,  page  133.) 

November  11,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
and  F.  K.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Manuel  Gonzalez  Moro,  claiming  800  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  133  of  this  book.)  The  board  are 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Manuel  Gonzalez  Moro,  or  to  his 
legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  317.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY 


No.  96. — WiLLi.\M  LoRiMiER,  claiming  1,000  arpents. 

To  Don  Charles  D  haidt  Deiassus,  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  armies  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  attached  to  the 
Louisiana,  and  lieutenant  governor  of  Upj^er  Louisiana: 

William  Lorimier  humbly  supplicates,  and  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  you,  that  wishing  to  settle 
in  the  district  of  Cape  Girardeau,  and  employ  the  resources  and  means  in  his  possession  in  cultivating 
the  soil,  besides,  being  of  age,  to  establish  himself  and  work  for  his  own  benefit,  and  having  spent  a  part 
of  his  youth  empl<iyed  in  the  different  kinds  of  works  needed  in  husbandry,  with  the  intention  to  become 
one  day  a  useful  member  of  society  in  contributing  as  much  as  in  his  power  lies  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
settlement  in  which  he  intends  to  reside,  therefore,  the  petitioner  applies  to  you,  sir,  praying  that  you 
will  be  pleased  to  grant  to  him,  on  his  Majesty's  domain  in  the  district  of  Cape  Girardeau,  a  concession  of 
1,000  arpents  of  land,  and  to  order  that  it  be  measured  in  the  place  which  he  will  think  most  convenient, 
without  prejudice  to  any  other  person — favor  which  the  petitioner  presumes  to  expect  of  your  justice,  and 
of  the  encouragement  which  you  give  to  industry. 

W.  LORIMIER. 

Cape  Gik.\kde.vu,  December  18,  1799. 

We,  Don  Louis  Lorimier,  captain  commandant  of  the  post  of  Cape  Girardeau  of  Illinois,  for  his 
Catholic  Majesty,  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  lieutenant  governor  that  the  petitioner's  statement  is 
candid  and  true;  that  being  provided  with  sufficient  means  to  improve  the  1,000  arpents  of  lands  which 
he  asks,  we  judge  him  worthy  to  obtain  them,  and  as  such  we  do  recommend  him  to  the  beneficence  of 
the  government. 

L.  LORIMIER. 

Cape  Girardeau,  December  18,  1799. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  December  28,  1799. 

In  consequence  of  the  information  here  above  from  the  commandant  of  Cape  Girardeau,  Don  Louis 
Lorimier,  and  whereas  we  are  assured  that  the  petitioner  possesses  sufficient  means  to  improve  the  lands 
which  he  solicits  in  the  term  fixed  by  the  regulations  of  the  governor  general  of  this  province,  the  sur- 
veyor of  this  Upper  Louisiana,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  petitioner  in  possession  of  1,000  arpents 
of  land  in  superficie,  which  he  solicits,  in  order  for  him  to  enjoy  the  same  in  the  same  manner  as  he  asks; 
and  the  operation  of  survey  being  executed,  he  shall  make  out  the  corresponding  certificate  of  said 
survey,  with  which  the  (party)  interested  shall  have  to  apply  to  the  intendancy  general  of  these  provinces, 
to  which  tribunal  alone  corresponds,  by  order  of  his  Majesty,  the  granting  of  lands  and  town  lots  belong- 
ing to  the  royal  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 

Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  May  31,  1833. 
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Ko. 
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Name  of  origiaal 
claimant. 


William  Lorimier 


Quantity, 
in  arpents. 


1,000 


Nature  and  date  of 
claim . 


Concession,  Dec. 
28,  1799. 


By  whom  granted. 


Carlos  Dehault 
Deiassus. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and  situation. 


District  of  Cape  Girardeau. 


Evidence  with  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

May  25,  1809. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

William  Lorimier,  claiming  1,000  arpents  of  land  situate  on  forks  of  Cape  la  Cruche,  district  of  Cape 
Girardeau,  produces  to  the  board  a  concession  for  the  same  from  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Deiassus,  lieutenant 
governor,  dated  December  28,  1799.     Laid  over  for  decision. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  74.) 
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Blarch  22,  1810. — Board  met.  Present:  Joliu  I?.  (;.  Lucas,  Clement  15.  Penrose,  ami  Frederiek  Bates, 
conunissioners. 

William  Lorimier,  claiming  1,000  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  4,  pa,<;;e  14.)  It  is  tlio  opinion 
of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (Sen  book  No.  4,  page  302  ) 

March  21,  1833. — F.  R.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment,  being  authorized  to  receive 
evidence  by  a  resolution  of  this  board  taken  9th  instant. 

William  Lorimier,  by  his  legal  representatives,  claiming  1,000  arpents  of  land,  (see  book  D,  pages 
25  and  26,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  bo  an  original  concession  from  Carlos  Dchault  Delassus 
dated  December  28,  1799. 

M.  P.  LeDuc,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  sign.ature  to  the  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of  (!arlos 
Dehault  Delassus.^(See  book  No.  (>,  page  133.) 

November  11,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Pi'osent:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G  Harrison, 
and  F.  R.  Conway,  conunissioners. 

AVilliam  Lorimier,  claiming  1,000  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  133  of  this  book.)  The  board  are 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  William  Lorimier,  or  to  his  legal 
representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  31S.) 

A.  C.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  97. — Francois  NoRM.iXDEAr,  claiming  2,."i00  arjjcnk. 

Don  C'arlof!  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant,  governor  of  Louisiana  : 

Sir  :  Francois  Normandeau,  alias  Delauriere,  sub-lieutenant  of  militia  of  St.  Ferdinand,  has  the  honor 
to  represent  to  3'ou,  that  residing  in  this  province  since  a  long  time,  and  wishing  to  form  an  establish- 
ment in  order  to  maintain  his  family  in  a  suitable  manner,  the  petitioner  having  never  possessed  any 
lands,  claims  of  the  goodness  of  this  government,  and  prays  you  to  grant  him,  2, .500  arpent.s  of  land  in 
superficie,  for  the  purpose  of  cultivating  and  raising  cattle  of  all  kinds;  the  said  tract  to  be  taken  on  the 
vacant  lands  of  his  Majesty's  domain,  in  a  place  convenient  to  the  interest  of  your  petitioner,  who  pre- 
sumes to  expect  this  favor  of  your  justice,  having  always  shown  the  greatest  zeal  for  the  service  of  hi.s 
Majesty,  and  he  shall  continue  to  do  so  all  his  lifetime. 


St.  Louis,  November  18,  1199. 


FRANCOIS   y,  NORMANDEAU. 

mark. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  November  20,  1799. 
Cognizance  being  taken  of  the  statement  presented  by  the  sub-lieutenant  of  the  militia  of  the  village 
of  St.  Ferdinand,  Mr.  F.  Normandeau,  alias  Delauriere,  and  considering  that  he  is  one  of  the  old  settlers 
of  this  country,  whose  known  conduct  and  personal  merit  are  recommendable,  I  do  grant  to  him  and  his  heirs 
the  laud  he  solicits,  provided  it  is  not  to  the  prejudice  of  any  one;  and  the  surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard, 
shall  put  the  party  interested  in  possession  of  tiie  quautity  of  land  he  asks  for,  in  a  vacant  place  of  the 
royal  domain;  and  this  being  executed,  he  shall  make  out  a  plat  of  his  survey,  delivering  the  same  to 
said  party,  with  his  certificate,  to  serve  to  him  to  obtain  the  concession  and  title  in  ibrm  from  the  inten- 
dant  general,  to  whom  alone  corresponds,  by  royal  order,  the  distributing  and  granting  all  classes  of 
lands  of  the  royal  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 

Truly  translated  from  Spanish  record  of  concessions,  book  No.  2,  pages  51  and  52.     St.  Louis,  August 
13,  1833'. 
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No. 


97 


Name  of  original 
claimant. 


Fran9ois  Norman- 
deau. 


Quantity, 
in  arpents. 


2,  500 


Nature  and  date  of  claim. 


Concession,  Novem- 
ber 20,  1799. 


By  whom  granted. 


Carlos  Dehault  De- 
lassus. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 


Evidence  ivilh  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

November  27,  1811.— Board  met.  Present:  .Inhn  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Jacques  St.  Vrain,  assignee  of  Francois  Normandeau,  claiming  2,500  arpents  of  land  situate  on  river 
Loutre,  district  of  St.  Charles,  produces  record  of  concession  from  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  dated 
November  20,  1799;  record  of  plat  of  survey,  signed  Fremon  Delauriere. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed.— (See  book  No.  5,  page  465.) 

March  21,  1833. — F.  R.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment,  being  authorized  to  receive 
evidence  by  a  resolution  of  this  board  taken  9th  instant. 

Francois  Normandeau,  by  Albert  Tison,  claiming  2,500  arpents  of  land.— (See  book  B,  page  94; 
minutes.  No.  5,  page  465.)  Claimant  refers  also  to  tlie  testimony  given  by  Charles  Fremon  Delauriere,  in 
F.  Saucier'scase,  to  wit:  that  the  signatures  to  the  receipt  are  in  the  respective  handwriting  of  A.  Soulard 
and  B.  Cousins. 
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Charles  Fremon  Delaurierc,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  survey  ah-eady  produced  is  one  of  those  included 
amonf  the  survej's  mentioned  in  the  above  letter;  that  the  survey  was  executed  at  the  time  it  bears  date; 
that  there  was  great  ditHculty  and  danger  in  executing  surveys;  that  he  was  twice  repulsed  by  the 
Indians,  and  that  the  third  time  he  went  up,  he  could  not  execute  several  of  the  surveys,  being  prevented 
by  Indians  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  nations,  altiiough  he  and  his  companions  were  well  armed;  that  surveyors 
were  very  scarce,  and  it  was  difficult  to  procure  any  one  to  take  a  survey;  that  there  was  not  half  the 
number  of  surveyors  necessary  to  execute  the  surveys  that  were  then  to  be  made. — (See  page  118  of  this 
book;  Spanish  record  of  concession,  No.  2,  page  51.     See  book  No.  6,  page  133.) 

November  11,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Frangois  Normandeau,  claiming  2,500  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  133  of  this  book.) 

The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Fran9ois 
Normandeau,  or  to  his  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  318.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 
L.  P.  LINN. 
F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  98. — Andrew  Kinaird,  claiming  600  arpents. 

To  Don  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  colonel,  attached  to  tlie  stationari/  regiment  of  Louisiana,  and 

commander-in-chief  of  Upper  Louisiana,  tic: 

Andrew  Kinaird,  Roman  Catholic,  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  you  that,  with  the  consent  of  the 
government,  he  settled  himself  in  the  district  of  St.  Charles;  therefore  he  has  the  honor  to  supplicate  you 
to  have  the  goodness  to  grant  to  him,  in  the  same  place,  the  quantity  of  land  corresponding  to  the  number 
of  his  family,  consisting  of  himself,  his  wife,  and  eight  children.  The  petitioner,  possessing  the  means 
necessary  to  improve  a  farm,  and  having  no  other  views  but  to  live  as  a  peaceable  and  submissive 
cultivator  of  the  soil,  hopes  to  deserve  the  favor  which  he  solicits  of  your  justice. 

his 
ANDREW  +  KINAIRD,     . 
mark. 
St.  Andre,  January  21,  1800. 

Be  it  forwarded  to  the  commander-in-chief,  with  the  information  that  the  above  statement  is  true  and 
that  the  petitioner  is  worthy  of  the  favor  which  he  solicits. 

SANTIAGO  MACKAY. 
St.  Andre,  January  21,  1800. 


St.  Louis  OF  Illinois,  January  28,  1800. 
In  consequence  of  the  information  given  by  the  commandant  of  the  settlement  of  St.  Andre,  Captain 
Don  Santiago  Mackay,  I  do  grant  to  the  petitioner,  for  him  and  his  heirs,  the  quantity  of  600  arpents  of 
land  in  superficie,  quantity  corresponding  to  the  number  of  his  family,  provided  it  is  not  prejudicial  to 
anj'body;  and  the  surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  party  interested  in  possession  of  the 
quantity  of  land  he  asks  in  the  same  place  he  cultivates,  if  it  is  not  prejudicial  to  any  person.  And  this 
being  executed,  he  shall  make  out  a  plat  of  survey,  delivering  the  same  to  said  party,  with  his  certificate, 
in  order  to  enable  him  to  obtain  the  concession  and  title  in  form  from  the  intendaut  general,  to  whom 
alone  corresponds,  by  royal  order,  the  distributing  and  granting  of  all  classes  of  lands  of  the  royal  domain., 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 


Recorded,  No.  61. 

Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  April  II,  1833. 
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No. 

Name  of  oiij,'mal  claimant 

Quantity, 
iu  arpents 

Nature  and  date  of  claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 

98 

Andrew  Kinaird 

600 

Concession,  January 
28,  1800. 

Carlos  Dehault 
Delassus. 

District  of  St.  Charles. 

Evidence  ivith  reference  to  mimdes  and  records. 

November  20,  1811. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

James  Mackay,  assignee  of  John  Long,  assignee  of  Andrew  Kincaid,  (Kinaird,)  claiming  600  arpents 
of  land  situate  in  tlie  district  of  St.  Charles,  river  Tucque,  produces  record  of  concession  from  Charles  D. 
Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  dated  28th  January,  1800;  record  of  transfer  from  Kincaid  to  Long,  dated 
4th  February,  1802;  record  of  transfer  from  Long  to  claimant,  dated  8th  February,  1805.  It  is  the 
opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  5,  page  440.) 

March  21,  1833. — F.  R.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment,  being  authori::sd  to  receive 
evidence  by  a  resolution  of  this  board  taken  9th  instant. 

Andrew  Kincaid,  (Kinaird,)  by  his  legal  representatives,  claiming  600  arpents  of  land,  (see  book  C, 
page  480;  minutes.  No.  5,  page  440,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from 
Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  28th  January,  1800. 
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M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of 
Carlos  Dehault  Delassus. — ^(See  book  No.  6,  page  133.) 

A^oveiuber  11,  18o3. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
P.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Andrew  Kinaird,  claiming  600  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  133  of  this  book.)  The  board  are 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Andrew  Kinaird,  or  to  iiis  legal 
representatives,  according'  to  the  concession. —  (See  book  No.  (5,  page  31S,") 

A.  a.  HARRISON. 

L.  P.  LINN. 

P.  R,  CONWAY. 


No.  99. — JoHK  Henry,  elaimiiu/  900  arpents. 

Don  Zi'non  Triidrau,  lieutenant  governor  and  comniander-in-diief,  civil  and  niilitar>/,  <:f  Upper  Louisiana: 

Sir:  John  Henry,  petitioner,  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  you  with  all  the  respect  due,  that  he  has 
been  residing  for  two  j'ears  in  these  parts,  and  that  since  last  year  he  settled,  with  your  permission,  on 
the  river  Bonne  Femmc.  The  petitioner  having  worked  on  a  piece  of  land,  and  wishing  to  settle  per- 
manently, prays  you  to  grant  to  him  the  concession  of  30  arpents  of  land  in  front  on  the  Missouri  by  30 
arpents  in  depth,  (here  a  piece  of  the  paper  is  torn  and  missing,)  and  to  the  west  by  Mr.  Mackay  and 
Belle  Pointe;  the  petitioner,  having  settled  himself  with  his  family  upon  this  piece  of  land,  presumes  to 
expect  this  favor  of  your  justice. 

JOHN  HENRY,  his  +  murk. 


Recorded,  No.  5. 


MACKAY. 


St.  Loi-is,  February  7,  1198. 
The  surveyor  of  this  jurisdiction  shall  set  limits  to  the  land  of  the  petitioner  in  the  shape  demanded, 
provided  that  in  such  a  shape  it  shall  not  bo  prejudicial  to  the  surrounding  neighbors;   and  the  said 
surveyor  shall  make  out,  here  below,  a  map  and  certificate  of  his  survey,  in  order  to  serve  in  soliciting 
the  concession  of  the  governor  general. 

ZENON  TRUDEA.U. 
Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  April  II,  1833. 

JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 

Name  of  original 
claimant. 

Quantity, 
in  arpents. 

Nature  and  date  of  claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  wliom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 

99 

John  Henry 

900 

Concession,  February 
1,  1198. 

Zenon  Trudcau .... 

On  river  Bonne  Femme. 

Evidence  icilh  refereirce  to  minutes  and  7'eco7'ds. 

November  20,  1811. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates,  commissioners. 

James  Mackay,  assignee  of  John  Long,  assignee  of  John  Henry,  claiming  900  arpents  of  land  situate 
on  river  Bonne  Femme,  district  of  St.  Charles,  produces  record  of  a  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau, 
lieutenant  governor,  dated  February  7,  1798;  record  rif  transfer  from  Henry  to  Long,  dated  June,  1801; 
record  of  transfer  from  Long  to  claimant,  dated  Februar}'  8,  1805. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  tlie  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  5,  page  433.) 

March  21,  1833. — F.  R.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared  j>ursuant  to  adjournment,  being  authorized  to  receive 
evidence  by  a  resolution  of  tliis  board  taken  9th  instant. 

John  Henry,  by  his  legal  representatives,  claiming  900  arpents  of  land,  (see  book  C,  page  479; 
minutes  No.  5,  page  433,)  produces  a  paper  ))urporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau, 
dated  February  7,  1798. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  in  the  proper  hand\^-riting  of 
said  Zenon  Trudeau. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  134.) 

November  11,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conwa3',  commissioners. 

John  Henry,  claiming  900  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  134  of  this  book.)  The  board  are  unanimouslj' 
of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  John  Henry,  or  to  his  legal  representatives, 
according  to  the  concession. ^(See  book  No.  6,  page  318.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

P.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  100.--  Edw.\rii  Br.miley,  claiming  500  arpents. 

To  Don  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor  and  commander-in<'hief  of  Upper  Louisiana,  d-c: 

The  petitioner,  Edward  Bradley,  a  Roman  Catholic,  has  the  honor  to  re])resent  to  you  that,  with  the 
permission  of  the  government,  he  crossed  over  to  this  si<le,  where  he  has  made  choice  of  a  piece  of  land  on 
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the  north  side  of  the  Missouri;  therefore,  he  has  the  honor  to  supplicate  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  grant 
to  him  at  tiie  same  place  he  has  chosen,  the  ([uaiitity  of  land  corresponding  to  the  number  of  his  family, 
which  is  composed  of  himself,  his  wife,  and  six  cliildren.  The  petitioner,  possessing  all  the  means  neces- 
sary to  improve  a  farm,  and  having  no  other  views  but  to  live  as  a  peaceable  and  submissive  cultivator 
of  the  soil,  hopes  to  render  himself  worthy  of  the  favor  which  he  solicits  of  your  justice. 
St.  AxDRij,  June  18,  1800. 

Be  it  forwarded  to  the  commander-in-chief,  with  information  that  the  above  statement  is  true,  and  that 
the  petitioner  deserves  the  favor  which  he  solicits. 


SANTLIGO  MACKAY. 


St.  Andre,  June  19,  1800. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  June  25,  1800. 
In  consequence  of  the  foregoing  information  from  the  commandant  of  St.  Andre,  Captain  Don  Santiago 
Mackay,  the  surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  party  interested  in  possession  of  500  arpents  of 
land  in  superficio  in  the  place  demanded,  said  quantity  corresponding  to  the  number  of  his  family, 
conformably  to  the  regulation  of  the  governor  general  of  this  province;  and  this  being  executed,  he  shall 
make  out  a  plat  of  his  survey,  delivering  the  same  to  said  party,  with  his  certificate,  in  order  to  enable 
him  to  obtain  the  concession  and  title  in  form  from  the  intendant  general  of  the  provinces,  to  whom  alone 
corresponds,  by  royal  order,  the  distributing  and  granting  all  classes  of  lands  of  the  royal  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 


Kecorded,  No.  9. 

Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  April  11,  1833. 


MACKAY. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 


Name  of  original 
claimaDt. 


Quantity, 
in  arpents. 


Nature  and  date  of  claim. 


By  whom  granted. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 


100 


Edward  Bradlej' 


500 


Concession,  June  25, 
1800. 


Carlos  Dehault 
Delassus. 


James  Mackay;  November  8, 
1803;  north  side  of  Missouri. 


Evidence  with  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

October  18,  1811. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Edward  Bradlej',  claiming  500  arpents  of  land  situate  on  the  Missouri,  district  of  St.  Louis,  produces 
a  concession  from  Charles  D.  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  dated  June  25,  1800.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the 
board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  he  confirmed. —  (See  book  No.  5,  page  375.) 

March  21,  1833. — E.  R.  Conway  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment,  being  authorized  to  receive 
evidence  by  a  resoluti(5n  of  this  board  taken  9tli  instant. 

Edward  Bradley,  by  his  legal  representatives,  claiming  500  arpents  of  land,  (see  book  D,  page 
199;  minutes  No.  5,  page  375,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from  Carlos 
Dehault  Delassus,  dated  June  25,  1800;  also  a  plat  of  survey,  dated  November  8,  1803. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  saj^s  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  in  tiie  proper  handwriting  of 
said  Carlos  D.  Delassus,  and  the  signature  to  plat  of  survey  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of  James 
Mackay. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  134.) 

November  12,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  conunissioners. 

Edward  Bradley,  claiming  500  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  134  of  this  book.)  The  board  are  unani- 
mously of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Edward  Bradley,  or  to  his  legal 
representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  819.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  101. — George  Crump,  claiming  450  arpents. 

To  Don  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  colonel,  attached  to  the  stationary  regiment  of  Louisiana,  and  com- 
mander-in-chief of  Upper  Louisiana  : 

George  Crump,  a  Roman  Catholic,  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  you  that,  with  the  permission  of  the 
government,  he  came  over  to  this  side  with  his  family,  and  having  made  choice  of  a  piece  of  land  on  the 
domain  of  his  Majesty,  on  which  he  is  established,  he  supplicates  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  grant  to 
him,  in  the  same  place,  the  quantity  of  land  corresponding  to  the  number  of  his  family.  The  petitioner, 
having  no  otluT  views  but  to  live  as  a  cultivator  of  the  soil  for  tlie  support  of  his  family,  conforming 
hiinselt  with  submission  to  the  laws,  and  having  the  necessary  means  to  establish  a  farm,  hopes  that  you 
will  be  pleased  to  grant  to  hiui  the  favor  which  he  solicits  of  j'our  justice. 

St.  Andrk,  May  4,  1800. 
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Be  it  forwarded  to  the  lieutenant   g-overnoi-,  with  information  that  the  above  statement  is  trne,  and 
tliat  the  petitioner  dcserve.s  the  iavor  wliicii  lie  solicits. 

SANTIAGO  MACK  AY. 
St.  Aximfc,  Jfay  4,  1800. 

AVe  do  certify  that  the  family  of  the  petitioner  is  composed  of  himself,  his  wife,  ami  fiv(>  ciiildren. 

MACKAY. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  May  9,  1800. 

In  consequence  of  the  infornuitiim  g-iven  by  Pon  Santiag'o  Mackay,  commandant  of  the  settlement  of 
St.  Andre,  by  wliich  the  number  of  individuals  composing-  the  family  of  the  petitioner  is  evidently  ascer- 
tained, the  surveyor,  Don  Antoniii  Soulard,  shall  (int  him  in  possession  of  450  arpents  of  land  in  super- 
ficie  in  the  place  demanded,  said  quantity  corresponding  to  the  number  composing  his  family,  conformably 
to  the  regulation  of  the  governor  general  of  the  province;  and  afterwards  the  party  interested  shall  have 
to  solicit  the  title  of  concession  in  form  horn  the  intendant  general  of  the  same  province,  to  whom  alone 
corresponds,  by  roj'al  order,  the  distributing  and  granting  all  classes  of  lands  of  the  royal  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 
Recorded,  No.  17. 

MACKAY. 
Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  April  10,  1833. 

JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 


Name  of  original 
claimant. 


Quantity,    Nature  and  date  of  claim, 
in  arpents. 


By  whom  granted. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 


101 


George  Crump .  . 


450  I  Concession,    May    9, 
1800. 


Carlos   Dehault 
Delassus. 


James  Mackay;  February  14, 
1804;  about  two  miles  west 
of  St.  Charles. 


Evidence  idth  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

September  28,  1810. — Board  met.     Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  commissioners. 

James  Mackay,  assignee  of  Georg-e  Crump,  claiming  450  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  2,  page  32, 
as  follows:)  James  Mackay,  assignee  of  George  Crump,  claiming  450  arpents  of  land  situate  on  the  river 
Gingras,  district  of  St.  Louis,  produces  a  concession  from  Charles  D.  Delassus,  dated  May  9,  1800,  and  a 
deed  of  transfer  of  the  same,  dated  January  8,  1802. 

Hyacinthe  St.  Cyr,  duly  sworn,  says  that  about  three  years  ago  he  saw  a  house  on  said  land,  but 
could  not  tell  whether  it  was  inhabited.  Saw  no  marks  of  cultivation.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board 
that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (Sec  book  No.  4,  page  517.) 

«         March  21,  1833. — F.  R.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment,  being  authorized  to  receive 
evidence  by  a  resolution  of  this  board  taken  9th  instant. 

George  Crump,  by  his  legal  representatives,  claiming  450  arpents  of  land,  (see  book  C,  page  477; 
minutes  No.  4,  page  517,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from  Carlos  D. 
Delassus,  dated  May  9,  1800;  also  a  plat  of  survey,  dated  February  14,  1804,  by  Mackay. 

JI.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of 
said  Delassus,  and  the  signature  to  the  plat  of  survey  the  true  signature  of  said  Mackay. — (See  book  No. 
6,  page  135.) 

November  12,  1833. — Board  met  i)ursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison,  F. 
R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

George  Crump,  claiming  450  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  135  of  this  book.)  Tlie  board  remark  that, 
in  the  entry  of  this  claim  in  the  minutes  of  the  former  board,  there  is  a  mistake,  probably  made  by  their 
clerk,  stating  this  land  t(j  lie  on  the  river  Gingras,  district  of  St.  Louis  ;  this  land  being  evidently  in  the 
district  of  St.  Charles. 

The  board  are  unanimouslj-  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  George 
Crump,  or  to  his  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  319.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  102. — John  Lo.ng,  claiming  10,000  arpents. 

To  Don  Zenon  Trudean,  lieutenant  govevnor  of  this  western  part  of  Illinois: 

John  Long,  father  of  a  numerous  family  and  owner  of  several  slaves,  member  of  a  family  which  has  been 
protected  by  "the  government  on  account  of  the  useful  settlement  it  has  made  in  this  country,  himself 
having  views  of  aggrandizement,  and  the  project  of  forming  useful  establishments,  and  particularly  that 
of  improving  a  consMcrable  stock  farm,  considering  the  first  concession  which  he  has  obtained  of  you  as 
very  insufficient  for  his  views,  he  hopes  that  the  generosity  of  the  government  and  your  particular  good- 
ness will  be  pleased  to  grant  to  him,  in  fee  simple,  the  quantity  of  10,000  arpents  of  land  in  superficie,  to 
be  taken,  5,000  arpentsin  a  place  convenient  to   the  interest  of  your  petitioner,  and  the  5,000  arpents 
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rcniainiiip-  in  another  place  at  his  choice,  on  vacant  parts  of  his  Majesty's  domain,  and  without  prejudice 
to  the  pretensioD.s  of  any  one  whomsoever.  The  jietitioner,  having  no  other  views  but  to  live  as  a  peace- 
able and  submissive  cul'tivator  of  the  soil,  hopes  to  deserve  this  favor  of  your  justice. 


JOHN  LONG. 


St.  Loris,  August  28,  1797. 


Don  Zenon  Trudcau,    captain  of  grenadiers,  and  liexdenartt  governor  of  Upper  Louisiana. 

The  ten  thousand  arpents  of  land  in  superlicie  which  are  solicited,  being'  found  vacant,  the  surveyor, 
Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  party  interested  in  possession  of  the  said  quantity  of  10,000  arpents, 
and  shall  deliver  to  him  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey,  in  order  to  serve  to  said  party  as  a  title  of 
property;  meanwhile  the  corresponding  title  in  form  be  made  out  and  delivered  by  the  governor  general, 
to  whom  he  must  apply  in  due  time. 

ZENON  TEUDEAU. 

St.  Louis,  September  1,  1797. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  April  10,  1833. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 

Name  of  original 
claimant. 

Quantity, 
in  arpents. 

Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and  situation. 

102 

John    Long.  . . 

10,000 

Concession,  Sep- 
tember 1, 1797. 

Zenon  Trudeau. 

James    Mackay,    deputy    surveyor, 
5,050  arpents,  March  21,  1805,  55 
miles  west  of  St.  Louis  ;  5,000  ar- 
pents, January  20,   1806,  on  the 
Missouri  50  miles  west  of  St.  Louis; 
both  surveys  received  for  record 
by  Soulard  February  27,  1806. 

Evidence  with  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

November  23,  1811. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates,  commissioners. 

John  Long,  claiming  10,000  arpents  of  land  situate  on  the  rivers  Dubois  and  St.  John,  district  of  St. 
Louis,  produces  record  of  a  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor,  dated  September  1,  1797, 
record  of  a  plat  of  survey  on  river  St.  John  for  5,000  arpents,  dated  20tli  January,  and  certified  February 
27,  1806  ;  record  of  a  plat  of  survey  on  river  Dubois  for  5,050  arpents,  dated  March  21,  1805,  certified 
February  27,  180C.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book 
No.  5,  page  444.)  , 

March  21,  1833. — F.  R.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment,  being  authorized  to  receive 
evidence  by  a  resolution  of  this  board  taken  9th  instant. 

John  Long,  by  his  legal  representatives,  claiming  10,000  arpents  of  land,  (see  book  B,  page  442;  No. 
5,  page  444,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  dated  Sep- 
tember 1,  1797  ;  also,  two  plats  of  survej' — one  for  5,000  arpents,  dated  January  20,  1806,  the  other  for 
5,050  arpents,  dated  March  21,  1805 — by  James  Mackay. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  in  the  true  handwriting  of 
Zenon  Trudeau,  and  the  signatures  to  the  surveys  are  in  the  proper  handwriting  of  James  Mackay  and 
Anthony  Soulard.— (See  book  No.  6,  page  136.) 

November  12,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present :  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

John  Long,  claiming  10,000  arpent.s  of  land. — (See  page  130  of  this  book.)  The  board  remark  that 
the  survey  exceeds  the  quantity  granted  by  50  arpents.  The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this 
claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  John  Long,  or  to  his  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  con- 
cession.— (See  book  No.  6,  page  319.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  103. — Charles  Roy,  claiming  2  by  40  arpents. 

VVe,  Don  Fernando  de  Leyba,  lieutenant  governor,  &c.,  on  the  demand  to  us  made  by  Charles  Ro.y, 
inhabitant  of  this  post,  in  his  petition  dated  20th  March,  (tlie  present  month,)  in  whicli  he  represents  to 
us  that  ho  W(juld  wish  to  establish  himself  in  the  new  settlement  called  the  river  Dos  Peres  adjoining  the 
grand  prairie,  and  praying  us  to  be  pleased  to  grant  to  him  a  tract  of  land  of  2  arpents  in  front,  by  40 
arpents  in  depth,  contiguous  to  the  other  inliabitants  of  the  said  place,  and,  on  one  side,  adjoining  the  land 
ot  Francois  Hebert,  and  on  the  other  side,  the  King's  domain — the  south  end  fronting  the  Little  river,  and 
the  north  end  fronting  the  King's  domain.  Therefore,  wishing  to  favor  the  said  Charles  Roy,  we  Iiave 
granted  to  him  tlie  said  land  in  all  its  width  and  length,  such  as  it  is  described  in  the  said  petition,  on  con- 
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dition  to  establish  the  same  in  one  year  from  this  day,  and  that  it  shall  be  liable  to  the  ]]ublic  charges, 
and  others  whieh  it  may  please  his  Majesty  to  impose. 
Given  in  St.  Louis,"  March  25,  1780. 

FERXAND(J  DK  LEYBA. 

Truly  translated  from  Livre  Terrcin,  No.  4,  page  2.     St.  Louis,  April  10,  1833. 

JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 

Name  of  original 
claimant. 

Quantity, 
in  arpents. 

Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 

By  -whom  granted. 

Ey  whom  surveyed,  date,   and 
situation. 

103 

Charles  Roy.  .  . . 

80 

Concession ,    March 
25,   1780. 

Fernando  do 
Leyba. 

On  river  Dcs  Peres. 

Evidence  ^cith  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

March  21,  1833. — F.  R,  Conway,  esq.,  a]>peared  pursuant  to  adjournment,  being  authorized  to  receive 
evidence  b}'  a  resolution  of  this  board  taken  9th  instant. 

Charles  Roy,  by  his  legal  representative,  J.  P.  Cabanne,  claiming  2  arpents  of  land  in  front  by  40 
arpents  in  depth,  (see  book  F,  page  190;  Livre  Terrein,  No.  4,  page  2,)  produces  said  Livre  Tcrrein,  on 
which  there  is  a  decree  of  concession  to  Charles  Roy  by  Fernando  de  Leyba,  dated  March  25,  1780;  and  deed  of 
conveyance  from  Charles  Roy  to  Charles  Gratiot,  and  from  Charles  Gratiot  and  wife  to  J.  P.  Cabanne,  for 
said  land. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  135.) 

July  8,  1833. — L.  F.  Lynn,  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Charles  Roy,  bv  John  P.  Cabanne,  claiming  2  by  40  arpents  of  land. — (See  Livre  Terrein,  No.  4,  page 
2;  book  F,  page  190.) 

Peter  Chouteau,  sen.,  being  dulj-  sworn,  says  that  he  has  perfect  knowledge  of  this  tract;  that  about 
the  year  1780,  or  thereabout,  it  was  cultivated  by  said  Roy,  and  was  so  cultivated  for  four  or  five  con- 
secutive years,  till  the  time  of  his  death. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  218.) 

November  12,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present :  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Charles  Roy,  claiming  80  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  218  of  this  book.)  Tlie  board  are  unanimously 
of  opinion  that  "this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Charles  Roy,  or  his  legal  representatives, 
according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  320.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  104. — Seneca  R.^wlins,  claiming  400  arj^ent^. 

To  Don  Charles  Dchault  Delafisug,  lieutenant  governor,  and  commander-in-chief  of  Upper  Louisiana,  dc. 

Seneca  Rawlins,  a  Roman  Catholic,  has  the  honnr  to  represent  to  you  that,  with  the  consent  of  the 
government,  ho  came  over  to  this  side,  where  he  has  made  choice  of  a  piece  of  land  on  the  domain  of  his 
Majesty,  in  order  to  make  a  farm;  therefore  he  supplicates  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  grant  to  him  the 
quantity  of  land  corresponding  to  the  number  of  his  familj-,  which  is  composed  of  himself,  his  wile,  and 
four  children.  The  petitioner,  having  the  means  to  improve  a  farm,  and  no  other  views  but  to  live  as  a 
peaceable  and  submissive  cultivator  of  the  soil,  hopes  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  grant  to  him  the  favor 
which  he  solicits  of  j-nur  justice. 

St.  Andre,  December  17,   1802. 

Be  it  forwarded  to  the  lieutenant  governor,  with  information  that  the  above  statement  is  true,  and  that 
the  petitioner  deserves  the  favor  which  he  solicits. 

SANTIAGO  MACKAY. 
St.  Andre,  December  17,  1802. 


St.  Loris  of  Illinois,  December  22,  1802. 
•in  consequence  of  the  information  given  liy  Don  Santiago  Mackay,  commandant  of  the  settlement 
of  St.  Andrew,  concerning  the  number  of  imlividuals,  composing  the  family  of  the  petitioner,  the  sur- 
veyor, Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  him  in  possession  of  four  hundred  arpents  of  land  in  superficie,  in 
the  place  where  he  asks  the  same,  said  quantity  corresponding  to  the  number  of  his  family,  according  to 
the  regulation  of  the  governor  general  of  the  province.  And  this  being  executed,  the  party  interested 
shall  have  to  solicit  the  title  of  concession  in  form  from  the  intendant  general  of  the  same  province,  to  whom 
alone  corresponds,  by  royal  order,  the  distributing  and  granting  all  classes  of  lands  of  the  roval  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 


Recorded,  No.  33. 

Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  April  10,  1833, 


MACKAY. 
JULIUS  DE  MUN. 
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[No.  ins. 


No.     Name  of  original 
claimant. 


104 


SenecaRolIins. 


Quantity, 
in  arpents. 


400 


Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 


Concession,  Dec. 
22,  1802. 


By  whom  granted. 


Car.  Dehault  Delassus. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and  situa- 
tion. 


Evidenrr  vnlh  reference  to  miniUes  and  records. 

December  6,  1811. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

James  Mackay,  assignee  of  Seneca  Rollins,  claiming  400  arpents  of  land  situate  in  the  district  of 
St.  Charles,  produces  record  of  a  concession  from  Delassus,  lieutenant  g-overnor,  dated  December  22,  1802; 
record  of  a  transfer  from  Rollins  to  Mackay,  dated  May  1,  1804.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this 
claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  .5,  page  486.) 

March  21,  1833. — F.  R.  Conwaj',  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment,  being  authorized  to  receive 
evidence  by  a  resolution  of  this  board  taken  the  9th  instant. 

Seneca  Rollins,  by  his  legal  representatives,  claiming  400  arpents  of  land,  (see  book  C,  page  417; 
minutes  No.  5,  page  486,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from  Charles  D. 
Delassus,  dated  December  22,  1802. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  dul.y  sworn,  saj-s  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of 
said  C.  D.  Delassus. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  13.5.) 

November  12,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Seneca  Rollins,  claiming  400  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  13.5  of  this  book.)  The  board  are  unani- 
mously of  <ipinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Seneca  Rollins,  or  to  his  legal  repre- 
sentatives, according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  320.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  105. — JoACHiN  Roy,  claiming  400  arpents. 


To  Lon  Zenon    Trudeau,  lieutenant 


colonel  by  brevet,  lieutenant  governor,   and  commander-in-chief  of  the 
ivestern  part  of  Illinois  : 


Joachin  Roy  supplicates  humbly,  and  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  you,  that  he  would  wish  to  make 
a  plantation  on  the  river  Maramec,  and  that  having  found  a  piece  of  bottom  land  which  is  for  the  greatest 
part  subject  to  inundation,  nevertheless  he  would  wish  to  improve  the  small  piece  of  land  next  to  the 
hills,  where  he  might  build  his  house  on  this  same  piece  of  land  which  is  well  timbered.  The  petitioner 
claims  of  your  customary  goodness  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  grant  to  him  what  remains  of  the  bottom 
of  the  great  swamp,  (or  pond,)  to  be  taken  from  the  line  of  Widow  Boly,  and  to  run  to  the  foot  of  the 
hills  which  are  close  to  the  river  Maramec,  and  running  forty  arpents  in  depth,  on  which  tract  the  great 
swamp  is  situated;  and  wishing  to  secure  to  himself  the  property  of  the  said  land,  to  have  it  survej'ed, 
and  the  certificate  of  survey  delivered  in  due  form,  before  he  makes  any  improvement  on  the  same. 
Therefore,  sir,  may  you  be  pleased  to  grant  to  the  petitioner  the  said  bottom  of  the  great  swamp,  to  be 
taken  from  the  Maramec,  running  forty  arpents  in  depth,  adjoining  on  the  eastern  side  the  line  of  Widow 
Boly,  and  to  the  westward  running  to  the  hills  which  are  close  to  the  said  river  Maramec.  The  petitioner 
shall  never  cease  to  be  thankful  for  your  goodness. 

JOACHIN  +  ROY. 

mark. 

St.  Louis,  January  30,  1197. 


St.  Louis,  February  3,  119'!. 
In  case  the  land  demanded  does  belong  to  the  King's  domain,  and  does  not  exceed  ten   arpents  in 
front  by  the  customary  depth  of  forty,  the  surveyor  of  this  jurisdiction  shall  put  the  petitioner  in  posses- 
sion of  the  same,  and  shall  make  out  a  plat  and  certificate  of  his  survey,  which  shall  be  remitted  to  us, 
in  order  to  solicit  the  concession  of  the  governor  general. 

ZENON  TRUDEAU. 
Truly  translated.     July  18,  1833. 

JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 

Name  of  original 
claimant. 

Quantity,  in 
arpents. 

Nature  and  date  of  claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date, 
and  situation. 

105 

Joachin  Roy  .... 

400 

Concession,  Feb.  3,  1197. 

Zen.  Trudeau 

On  the  Maramec. 

Evidence  with  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

March  21,  1833. — F.  R.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment,  being  authorized  to  take 
evidence  by  a  resolution  of  this  board  taken  the  9th  instant. 
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Joachin  Roy's  legal  ropres(Mitativos,  claiming  four  hundred  arpi'iits  of  land  on  the  river  Maramoc, 
under  a  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  dated  February  3,  111)7,  it  being  a  special  location,  (see  book  F, 
page  138,)  as  claimed  by  Pierre  Tournot's  representatives — (See  book  No.  (J,  page  13ti.) 

June  2fi,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  F.  R.  Conway,  com- 
missioners. 

Joacbin  Roy,  by  his  legal  representatives,  claiming  four  hundred  arpents  nf  land,  (sec  book  F,  page 
138;  Bates's  Decisions,  No.  5,  page  104,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  l.)e  a  concession  from  Zenon  Tru- 
deau, dated  3d  February,  1191. — (See  book  No.  (i,  page  18'.).) 

November  12,  1833 — Tlie  board  met  pursuant  to  adjourmnent.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  (i.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Joacbin  Roy,  claiming  lour  hundred  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  189  of  this  book.)  The  board  are 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Joachin  Roy,  or  to  his  legal  rej)- 
rescntatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  (!,  page  320.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  106. — WiLLUM  L.  Long,  claiming  400  arjxnts. 

To  Don  Charles  DehauU  Delassus,   lieulenanf  colonel,   attached  to  the  stationary  regiment  of  Louisiana,  and 

lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Louisiana: 

William  Long,  a  Roman  Catholic,  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  you  that  he  wishes  to  obtain  of  your 
goodness  the  property  of  four  hundred  arpents  of  land  in  superticie,  in  the  district  of  St.  Louis,  the  above 
quantity  being  indispensable  in  order  to  comprise  the  water  and  timber  necessary  to  form  a  good  plan- 
tation. The  petitioner,  possessing  sufHcient  property  to  be  able  to  improve  a  plantation,  and  having  no 
other  views  but  to  live  as  a  peaceable  and  submissive  cultivator  of  the  soil,  hopes  to  obtain  the  favor 
which  he  solicits  of  your  justice. 

WILLIAM  L.  LONG. 

St.  As"nRi>,  October  5,  1199. 


Be  it  forwarded  to  the  lieutenant  governor,  with  information  that  the  above  statement  is  true, 
that  the  petitioner  deserves  the  favor  vrhich  he  solicits. 

SANTIAGO  MACK  AY. 
St.  Andre,  October  .5,  1199. 


and 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  October  10,  1199. 
In  consequence  of  the  foregoing  information  from  the  commandant  of  St.  Andrew,  Captain  Don  San- 
tiago Mackay,  and  being  assured  that  the  petitioner  possesses  sufficient  means  to  improve  the  lands  which 
lie  solicits  in  the  term  fixed  by  the  regulation  of  the  governor  general  of  tliis  province,  the  surveyor,  Don 
Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  party  interested  in  possession  of  the  four  hundred  arpents  of  land  in  super- 
ficie,  in  the  same  place  designated  in  this  petition.  And  this  being  executed,  he  shall  make  out  a  plat  of 
his  survey,  delivering  the  same  to  tlie  party,  with  his  certificate,  in  order  to  enalile  him  to  obtain  the  con- 
cession and  title  in  form  from  the  intendant  general  of  these  provinces,  to  whom  alone  corresponds,  by 
royal  order,  the  distributing  and  granting  all  classes  of  lands  of  the  roval  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 
Registered,  No.  45. 

MACKAY. 
Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  April  10,  1833. 
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No. 


106 


Name  of  original  claimant. 


William  Long. 


Quantity, 
in  arpents. 


400 


Nature  anl  date  of 
claim. 


By  whom  granted 


Concession,  October 
10,  1199. 


Carlos  Dehault 
Delassus. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 


Evidence  with  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

November  25,  1811. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates,  commissioners. 

William  Long,  claiming  four  hundred  arpents  of  land  situate  in  the  district  of  St.  Louis,  produces 
record  of  concession  from  Charles  D.  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  dated  10th  of  October,  1199.  It  is 
the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  5,  page  448.) 

March  21,  1833. — F.  R.  Conway,  es(j.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment,  being  authorized  to  receive 
evidence  by  a  resolution  of  this  board  taken  9th  instant. 

William  Long,  by  his  legal  representatives,  claiming  four  hundred  arjients  of  land,  (see  book  C,  page 
510;  minutes  No.  6,  page  448,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from  Carlos  Dehault 
Delassus,  dated  10th  of  October,   1199. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of 
said  Delassus.— (See  book  No.  6,  page  136.) 
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November  12,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  K.  Cunway,  cummissioners.  William  Long',  claimiiip,-  four  hundred  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  136  of 
this  hook.)  Tiie  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said 
William.  Long,  or  to  Lis  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession — (See  book  No.  6,  page  320.) 

A.  G.  HARPJSON. 

L.  P.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  101. — Edward  Young,  claiming  800  arpents. 

To  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  and  commander-in-chief  of  Upper  Louisiana,  dc: 

Edward  Young,  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  father  of  a  family,  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  you  that, 
with  the  permission  of  the  government,  he  came  over  to  this  side,  where  he  made  choice  of  a  tract  of  land 
on  the  north  side  of  the  Missouri,  at  the  place  called  the  Saline,  near  the  river  A  Manitie,  at  about  50 
leagues  nf  St.  Andrd;  which,  being  considered,  he  has  the  honor  to  supplicate  you  to  have  the  goodness 
to  grant  to  him,  in  full  property,  and  including  the  said  saline,  the  quantity  of  800  arpents  of  land  in 
superlicie.  The  petitioner,  possessing  the  means  to  improve  the  said  land,  and  no  other  views  but  to  live 
peaceablj'  and  support  his  family  by  his  industry,  hopes  to  obtain  the  favor  which  he  solicits  of  your  justice. 

St.  Andre,  January  3,  1800. 


Be  it  forwarded  to  the  commander-in-chief,   with  information  that  the  above  statement  is  true, 
that  the  petitioner  deserves,  in  every  point  of  view,  the  favor  which  he  solicits. 

SANTIAGO  MACKAY. 
St.  Andre,  January  3,  1800. 


and 


St.  Louis  OP  Illinois,  January  15,  1800. 

In  consequence  of  the  information  given  by  the  commandant  of  the  post  of  St.  Andre,  I  do  grant  to 
the  petitioner,  for  him  and  his  heirs,  the  land  which  he  solicits,  provided  it  is  not  prejudicial  to  anybody; 
and  the  surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  party  interested  in  possession  of  the  quantity  of  land 
which  he  asks  in  the  same  place  where  he  solicits;  and  this  being  executed,  he  shall  make  out  a  plat  of 
his  survey,  delivering  the  same  to  the  said  party,  with  his  certificate,  [here  is  an  omission,]  and  title  in 
form  from  the  intendant  general,  to  whom  alone  corresponds,  by  royal  order,  the  distributing  and  granting 
of  all  classes  of  lands  of  the  royal  doiuain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 

Recorded,  No.  6. 

MACKAY. 


Truly  translated.    St.  Louis,  April  9,  1833. 
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No. 


101 


>fame  of  original  claimant. 


Edward  Young. 


Quantity, 
in  arpents 


800 


Nature  and  date  of  claim. 


Concession,  Jan.   15, 
1800. 


By  whom  granted. 


Carlos  Dehault 
Delassus. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 


Evidence  with  reference  to  niinutes  and  records. 

December  10,  1811. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Edward  Young,  claiming  800  arpents  of  land  on  Manitie  saline,  district  of  St.  Louis,  produces  record 
of  a  concession  from  Charles  D.  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  dated  January  15,  1800.  It  is  the  opinion 
of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — ,^See  book  No.  5,  page  514.) 

March  21,  1833. — P.  R.  Conway,  esq,,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment,  being  authorized  to  receive 
evidence  by  a  resolution  of  this  board  taken  9th  instant. 

Edward  Young,  by  his  legal  representatives,  claimiiig  800  arpents  of  land  at  a  place  called  Manitie 
saline,  (see  book  D,  page  199  ;  minutes  No.  5,  page  514,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an 
original  concession  from  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  January  15,  1800. 

M.  P.  LeDuc,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  signatures  to  the  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwriting 
of  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus.— (See  book  No.  6,  page  131.) 

November  12,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Edward  Young,  claiming  800  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  131  of  this  book.)  The  board  are  unani- 
mously of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Edward  Young,  or  to  hit.  legal  represen- 
tatives, according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  320.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 
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No.  108. — J.vMES  M.icK.w,  daimivg  400  arpimfs. 
Tu  Dun  Zenon  Tnulcau,  lieutenant  governor  of  all  Ihr,  iceslern  part  of  lUinoia : 


Sir  :  James  Mackay,  an  inhabitant  nf  this  village,  wishing  to  establish  himseir  on  this  side,  (;>f  the 
jssissippi,)  has  the  Imnor  to  snpiilicateyou  to  be  willing-  to  grant  to  him  a  concessicm  for  a  tract  of  land 
i"  ten  ariieuts  in  front  liy  forty  arpents  in  depth,  on  the  saline  of  tlie  river,  culled  river  Bonne  Feniine,  in 

le  dom.Tin  of  his  f'atliobc  ^^niestv   iironiisin"-  to  eMtnVili<:li  liim^i'lf  tlwiiv.i.i.  in  tl.o  i\,<tr.  iM..,t.,iT.;i,r..1  1.,.  ,-.^,, 


of  ^ 

the  domain  of  his  Catholic  ilajesty.  promising  to  establish  himself  thereon  in  the  time  prescribed  by  you- 
favor  which  he  expects  of  your  justice. 

JAilES  MACKAY. 


St.  Lons,  3Iay  31,  1797. 


St.  Louis,  3Iay  31,  1797. 

The  survej'or  of  this  jurisdiction,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  Mr.  James  Mackay  in  possession  of 
the  land  which  he  solicits,  provided  it  belongs  to  the  King's  domain,  and  is  not  prejudicial  to  anybody; 
and  he  shall  make  out  a  plat  of  his  survey,  with  his  certificate  here  below,  and  shall  remit  the  whole  to 
us,  in  order  to  solicit  the  title  of  concession  for  the  same,  in  form,  from  the  governor  general  of  the 
province. 

ZENON  TRUDEAU. 
Signed  (at  the  margin)  Antonio  Soulard.     No.  30,  recorded. 

MACKAY. 
Truly  translated.     April  16,  1833. 

JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 


108 


Name   of  original 
claimant. 


James  Mackay . . 


Quantity, 
in  arpents. 


400 


Nature  and  date  of  claim. 


Concession,  May  31, 
1797. 


By  whom  granted. 


Zenon  Trudeau . 


By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 


James  Mackay,  deputy  sur- 
veyor, Dccemljcr  2,  1804. 
On  river  Buune  Fenune. 


Evidence  ivilh  reference  to  minutes  and  I'ecords. 

July  SI,  1807. — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B. 
Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates,  commissioners. 

James  Mackay,  claiming  10  by  40  arpents  of  land  situate  on  the  Saline  "  la  riviere  Bonne  Femme," 
produces  a  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  dated  May  31,  1797. 

It  appears  to  the  board  that,  on  the  petition  of  the  aforesaid  concession,  the  name  of  the  claimant, 
the  place  of  his  residence,  the  quantity  granted,  and  the  situation  of  the  laud,  has  been  altered  and  written 
on  erasure;  and  that  the  concession  refers  to  the  petition,  ospeciall}'  as  to  the  situation,  name,  and  quantity 
granted;  and,  also,  the  aforesaid  petition  declares  that  the  land  prayed  for  is  situated  on  a  saline;  which 
part  of  said  petition  appears  to  be  altered  and  written  on  erasure. 

The  agent  of  the  United  States  objects  to  the  aforesaid  concession,  on  the  ground  of  its  being  ante- 
dated and  otherwise  fraudulent.     Further  proof  is  required  of  the  party. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  21.) 

N^ovember  4,  1809. — Board  met.     Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  commissioners. 

James  Mackay,  claiming  10  by  40  arpents  of  land,  situate  on  the  saline  and  river  Bonne  Femme,  (see 
book  No.  3,  page  21,)  produces  to  the  board  a  plat  dated  December  2,  1804,  signed  "Mackay." 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  186.) 

March  22,  1833. — P.  R.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjiiurnment. 

James  Mackay,  by  his  legal  representatives,  claiming  10  arpents  of  land  in  front,  by  40  in  depth,  on 
the  saline  of  the  river  called  river  Bonne  Femme,  (see  book  C,  page  476;  minutes,  No.  3,  page  21;  No.  4, 
page  186,)  produces  a  paper  purporting'  to  be  an  original  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  dated  Maj'  31, 
1799;  also  a  plat  of  survey,  dated  December  2,  1804,  by  Mackaj',  and  certified  on  oath  by  xVntoine  Soulard. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of 
Zenon  Trudeau;  and  the  signature  to  the  plat  of  survey  and  certificate  in  the  respective  handwriting  of 
James  Mackay  and  Antoine  Soulard. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  137.) 

November  12,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

James  Mackay,  claiming  400  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  137  of  this  book.) 

The  board,  after  a  minute  examination  of  the  original  concession,  are  of  opinion  that  the  paper  on 
which  it  is  written  is  in  places  defective,  but  they  see  nothing  to  indicate  fraudulent  erasures,  as  sug- 
gested by  the  agent  of  the  United  States  before  the  former  board.  They  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that 
this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  James  Mackay,  or  to  his  legal  representatives,  according  to  the 
concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  321.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  r09. — AxToiN-E  Gautier,  claiming  4,000  arpents. 

To  the  lieutenant  governor  of  the  wegtern  jMrt  of  lUinois: 

Don  Ante.  Gautier,  lieutenant  of  militia,  inhabitant  of  St.  Charles,  on  the  Missouri,  has  the  honor  to 
represent  to  you  that  now  that  the  Indians  appear  to  be  peaceable  enough  to  give  sufficient  security  to 
form  insulated  establishments,  remote  from   tiie  villages,  he  wis' 

VOT,.  VI 109  E 


lies  to  make  one  at  about  two  leagues 
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frnni  the  said  vi!la<::e  of  St.  Charles,  at  the  place  called  Le  Marais  de  Temps  Clair,  (Clear  Weather  swamp,) 
which,  being-  contmually  overflowed,  is  good  only  for  the  timber  which  is  found  thereon,  and  to  raise 
cattle'  therefore,  sir,  besides  the  concession  of  the  said  swamp  wliich  he  has  the  honor  to  ask  of  you,  he 
supplicates  you  to  grant  to  him  also  a  concession  of  ten  arpents  in  front,  on  the  dry  prairie  situated  on 
the  marg-in  of  said  swamp,  by  fifteen  (arpents)  in  depth,  so  as  to  join  the  Marais  Croche,  it  being  about 
the  distance  whicii  separates'  the  two,  (swamps ;)a  favor  which  he  expects  from  the  encouragement  you 
have  always  given  to  new  establishments,  and  he  shall  not  cease  to  pray  for  your  happiness  and  prosperity. 


St.  Louis,  A^'ovember  29,  1790. 


+ 


St.  Louis,  November  29,  1796. 
The  surveyor  of  this  jurisdiction,  Don  Anto.  Soulard,  shall  put  Mr.  Gautier  in  possession  of  ten 
arpents  of  land  in  front,  on  the  Clear  Weather  swamp,  (Marais  de  Temps  Clair,)  by  such  a  depth  as  to 
join  the  Crooked  swamp,  (celui  nomm^  Croche,)  and  after  his  survey  is  executed,  the  concession  for  the 
"said  land,  as  also  that  for  the  swamp  above  demanded  by  the  said  Mr.  Ante.  Gautier,  shall  be  immediately 
granted  to  him. 
®  ZENON  TRUDEAU. 

Whereas  the  tract  of  land  mentioned  in  the  present  petition  would  lead  into  difficulties  with  the 
•whole  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Charles  and  Portage  dos  Sioux,  conformably  to  the  official  authority  with 
which  we  have  been  vested  by  the  lieutenant  governor,  Don  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  under  date  of  20th 
February,  1802,  the  deinity  surveyor,  Mr.  James  Mackay,  or  any  other  that  has  been  appointed  by  us, 
may  measure  the  same  quantity  of  land  mentioned  in  the  petition  of  Mr.  Antoine  Gautier  on  any  other 
vacant  part  of  his  Majesty's  domain;  and  whereas  the  said  quantity  is  not  sufficiently  expressed  in  the 
petition  or  decree,  by  the  knowledge  we  have  of  the  tract  demanded,  we  do  estimate  the  totality  of  said 
land  to  be  about  four  thousand  arpents. 


St.  Louis,  January  17,  1803. 


ANTONIO  SOULARD. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  May  21,  1833. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 

Name  of  original 
claimant. 

Qu.antity, 
in  arpents. 

Nature  and  date  of  claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and  situa- 
tion. 

109 

Antoine  Gautier. 

4,  000 

Concession,  Novem- 
ber 29,  1796. 

Zenon  Trudeau . . 

Jas.  Mackay,  deputy  surveyor, 
December  3,  1804  ;  received 
for  record  by  Soulard,  Febru- 
ary 15, 1806;  on  the  Missouri, 
between  Bonne  Femme  and 
Pierre  a  la  Fleche. 

Evidence  with  reference  to  minutes  and  records 


September  17,  1806. — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  The  Hon.  John  B.  C.  Lucas, 
Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  James  L.  Donaldson,  commissioners. 

The  same,  (James  Mackay,)  assignee  of  Antoine  Gautier,  claiming  ten  arpents  of  land  in  front,  on 
Marais  Temps  Chxir,  by  such  quantity  as  may  be  found  between  the  aforesaid  Marais  Temps  Clair  and  the 
Crooked  Pond,  produces  a  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  dated  the  29th  of  November,  1796,  and  a  deed 
of  transfer  of  the  same,  dated  1st  of  July,  1804.     The  board  reject  this  claim. — -(See  book  No.  2,  page  32.) 

Sejjtember  28,  1810. — Board  met.     Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas  and  Clement  B.  Penrose,  commissioners. 

James  Mackay,  assignee  of  Antoine  Gautier,  claiming-  ten  arpents  front,  &c. — (See  book  No.  2,  p.  32.) 
It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  517.) 

Blarcli  21,  1833. — F.  R.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment,  being  authorized  to  receive 
evidence  by  a  resolution  of  this  board  taken  9tii  instant. 

Antoine  Gautier,  by  his  legal  representatives,  claiming  4,000  arpents  of  land,  (see  book  C,  page  478; 
minutes,  No.  2,  page  32;  No.  4,  page  17,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from 
Zenon  Trudeau,  dated   November  29,  1796;  also  a  plat  of  survey  by  Soulard,  dated  December  3,  1804. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  petition,  decree,  and  tiie  signature  affixed  thereto,  are  in 
the  proper  handwriting  of  said  Zenon  Trudeau,  and  the  signature  to  the  plat  of  survey  in  the  proper 
handwriting  of  Antonio  Soulard. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  137.) 

Noveml)cr  12,  1833. — Tiie  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
and  F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Antoine  Gautier,  claiming  4,000  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  137  of  this  book.)  The  board  remark 
that,  by  the  petition,  the  Clear  Weather  swamp  is  asked  for,  but  the  surveyor  general,  Antoine  Soulard, 
says,  at  the  foot  of  the  concession,  that  the  granting  of  said  swamp  would  lead  into  difficulties  with  the 
inhabitants  of  St.  Charles  and  Portage  des  Sioux,  and  therefore,  being  vested  with  the  proper  authority, 
he  gives  order  that  this  claim  is  to  be  surveyed  in  any  other  part  of  the  King's  domain.  The  board  are 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Antoine  Gautier,  or  to  his  legal 
representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  321.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 
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No.  110. — JoHx  McMiLL.vx,  claiming  650  arjirnl.-). 

To  Don   CharJc!'  Dchault  Z'rte,s-».<t,  liculcnant  colonel  attached  to  the  stationar;/  regiment  of  Louisiana,  and 

lieutenant  guvcrnor  of  Upper  Louitiiana,  djc: 

John  McMillan,  saddler  by  trade,  and  Kuman  Catliulic,  beiup,-  .settled,  with  tlie  jXTiiiission  (if  the 
goveninieiit,  on  the  n<irth  side  of  the  Missouri,  supplicates  you  to  t^-rant  to  him,  in  the  same  place  wliicdi 
he  cultivates,  the  quantity  of  650  arpents  of  land  in  superficie;  said  quantity  being  needed  to  include  the 
water  and  timber  necessary  for  the  establishment  of  his  plantation.  The  petitioner,  being  useful,  on 
account  of  his  trade,  to  the  settlements  on  the  north  side  of  the  Missouri,  is  inclined  to  hope  that  j'ou 
will  be  pleased  to  grant  to  him  the  favor  which  he  solicits  of  your  justice,  and  he  shall  try  to  render  him- 
self worthy  of  it  by  his  snl>mission  and  fidelitj'  to  the  kind  government  which  has  admitted  him  among 
the  nuudjer  of  his  Majesty's  subjects. 


St.  Andre,  September  14,  1799. 


JEAN  +  M.MILLAN. 

murk. 


Be  it  forwarded  to  the  lieutenant  governor,  with  information  that  the  statement  above  is  true,  and 
that  the  petitioner  deserves,  in  every  point  of  view,  the  favor  which  he  solicits. 

SANTIAGO  MAGKAY. 
St.  Andre,  September  14,  1199. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  Sepleml)er  21,  1799. 
In  consequence  of  the  foregoing  information  from  the  commandant  of  St.  Andre,  Captain  Don  Santi- 
ago Mackay,  and  being  assured  that  the  petitioner  possesses  sufficient  means  to  improve  the  lands  which 
he  solicits,  in  the  term  prescribed  by  the  regulation  of  the  governor  general  of  this  province,  the  sur- 
veyor, Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  party  interested  in  possession  of  the  650  arpents  of  land  in 
superficie,  in  the  same  place  indicated  in  his  memorial;  and  this  being  executed,  he  shall  make  out  a  plat 
of  his  survey,  delivering  tiie  same  to  the  party,  with  his  certiticate,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  obtain  the 
concession  and  title  in  form  from  the  intendant  general  of  these  provinces,  to  whom  alone  corresponds, 
hj-  royal  order,  the  distributing  and  granting  all  classes  of  lands  of  the  roj^al  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 
Recorded,  No.  55. 

MACKAY. 
Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  April  16,  1833. 

JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 


110 


'Name  of  original  claimant. 


John  McMillan . 


Quantity, 
in  arpents 


650 


Nature  and  date  of  claim. 


Concession,    Septem- 
ber 21,  1797. 


By  whom  granted. 


Carlos  Dehault 
Delassus. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 


On   the  north  side  of   the 
Missouri. 


Evidence  with  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

Sq)tember  28,  1810. — Board  met.     Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas  and  Frederick  Bates,  commissioners. 

James  Mackay,  assignee  of  John  McMillan,  claiming  650  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  2,  page  33.) 

It  is  tlie  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  n(jt  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  517.) 

Blarch  22,  1833. — F.  R.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

John  McMillan,  by  his  legal  representative,  claiming  650  arpents  of  land,  (see  book  C,  pages  476 
and  477;  minutes.  No.  4,  page  517,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  concession  from  Carlos  Dehault 
Delassus,  dated  September  21,  1799. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of 
Carlos  Dehault  Delassus. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  138.) 

November  12,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

J(jhn  McMillan,  claiming  650  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  138  of  this  book.) 

Tlie  board  are  unanimcnisly  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  John  McMil- 
lan, or  to  liis  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (Sec  book  No.  6,  page  322.) 

A.  G^  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  111.    -John  Collig.\n,  claiming  1,200  arj^ents. 
To  Mr.  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor  and  commander-in-chief  of  Upper  Lcjuisiana,  (fc. : 

John  Colligan,  inhaliiting  the  district  of  St.  Andre  of  Missouri,  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  you, 
that  having  given  up  a  part  of  his  plantation  in  order  to  establish  a  village  thereon,  in  the  said  district 
of  St.  Andrti,  he  would  wish  to  obtain  from  you,  for  the  purpose  of  improving  a  new  plantation,  the 
property  of  twelve  hundred  arpents  of  land  in  a  vacant  place  on  the  south  side  of  the  Missouri — favor 
which  he  expects  of  your  justice. 

St.  Andre,  December  13,  1798. 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  inl'onn  tlie  lieutenant  governor  that  the  above  statement  is  conh.irmable  to  truth, 
and  therefore  the  petitioner  deserves  to  obtain  what  he  asks. 

SANTIAGO  MACKAY. 
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St.  Louis,  December  14,  1198. 

Boiiiff  satisfied  that  the  party  interested  lias  voluntarily  abandoned  the  land  which  ho  had  improved, 
in  order  that  aviUaL-c  should  be  formed  in  the  most  advantageous  place  for  tliat  purpose,  m  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  St  Andre  the  surveyor  shall  put  him  in  possession  of  the  twelve  hundred  arpents  m  superficie, 
which  lie  s.ilicits  'as  corresponding  to  wliat  liad  been  offered  \o  him  by  tlie  commandant  of  said  jurisdic- 
tion, Don  Santiago  Mackay,  in  case  he  abandoned  his  first  establishment,  ior  which  he  deserves  the  con- 
cession which  he^olicits.  ^^^^^^  TRTJDEAU. 


Recorded,  No.  1. 

Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  April  10,  1833. 


MACKAY. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 

Name  of  original  claimant. 

Quantity, 
in  arpents. 

Nature  and  date  of  claim. 

By  VFhom  granted 

By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
eituation. 

Ill 

John  CoUigau 

1,200 

Concession,    Decem- 
ber 14,  1798. 

Zenon  Trudcau. 

South  side  of  the  Missouri. 

Evidence  with  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

November  2,  1811. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

James  Mackay,  assignee  of  John  Colligan,  claiming  1,200  arpents  of  land  situate  in  St.  Andre, 
district  of  St.  Louis,  produces  a  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor,  dated  December  15, 
1798,  to  John  Coligan.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to'  be  confirmed. — (See 
book  No.  5,  page  39.5.) 

Marcli  22,  1833. — P.  R.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Jolm  Colligan,  by  liis  legal  representative,  claiming  1,200  arpents  of  land,  (see  book  C,  page  479; 
minutes,  No.  5,  page  395,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau, 
dated  December  14,  1798. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  decree,  and  signature  thereto  aflSxed,  are  in  the  proper  hand- 
writing of  Zenon  Trudeau. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  138.) 

November  12,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present :  L.  P.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
P.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

John  Colligan,  claiming  1,200  arpents  of  land. —  (Sec  page  138  of  this  book.) — Tlic  board  are  unani- 
mously of  opinion  tliat  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  John  Colligan,  or  to  liis  legal  representa- 
tives, according  to  the  concession. —  (See  book  No.  6,  page  322.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  P.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  112.- — John  Bishop,  claiming  350  arpents. 

To  Don   Carlos  Dehaidt  Delassiis,  lieutenant  colonel  attached  to  the  stationary  regiment  of  Louisiana,  and  lieu- 
tenant governor  of  Upper  Louisiana: 

John  Bishop,  a  German,  of  tlie  Roman  Catholic  religion,  and  father  of  a  family,  has  the  honor  to 
represent  to  you,  that,  with  the  consent  of  Mr.  Mackay,  he  has  made  choice  of  a  convenient  spot,  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Missouri,  district  of  St.  Andre,  and  he  expects  of  your  justice  that  you  will  be  pleased 
to  grant  to  him,  in  tlie  same  place,  a  tract  of  land  proportionate  to  the  number  of  individuals  in  his  family, 
which  consists  of  himself,  his  wife,  and  three  children.  The  petitioner,  having  no  other  views  but  to  live 
as  a  peaceable  and  submissive  cultivator  of  the  soil,  hopes  to  deserve  this  favor  of  your  justice. 


St.  Locis,  November  14,  1799. 


JEAN  +  BISHOP. 

mark. 


St.  Louis  OF  Illinois,  November  14,  1799. 
In  consequence  of  the  official  note  sent  to  us  by  Don  Santiago  Mackay,  commandant  of  the  settlements 
of  St.  Andre,  dated  November  13  of  this  present  year,  by  which  the  number  of  persons  composing  the 
family  of  the  petitioner  is  proven,  the  surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  him  in  possession  of  350 
iirpeiits  of  land  in  superficie,  in  the  place  where  he  asks,  which  quantity  is  corresponding  to  the  number 
of  his  family,  according  to  the  regulations  of  the  governor,  general  of  these  provinces  ;  and  afterwards 
the  (party)  interested  shall  have  to  solicit  the  title  of  concession  in  due  form  from  the  intendant  general 
of  these  provinces,  to  whom  alone  corresponds,  by  order  of  his  Majesty,  the  distributing  and  granting 
all  classes  of  lands  of  the  royal  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 
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Don  Antonio  Sou'lard,  surveyor  genera!  of  the  setllemenU  of  Upper  Louisiana. 

I  do  certify  that  a  tract  of  land  of  350  arpouts  in  supcrficie  was  measured,  the  lines  run  and  buiindi  d, 
in  favor  and  in  presence  of  John  Bishop;  said  measurement  was  made  with  the  jierch  of  Paris,  of  18 
French  feet  lineal  measure  of  the  same  city,  according  to  the  agrarian  measure  of  this  province.  Tliis 
land  is  situated  at  twenty  miles  northwest  of  this  town,  and  bounded  north  by  vacant  lands  of  the  royal 
domain,  south  by  the  lands  of  Joseph  Chartran  ;  southeast  by  lands  of  Robert  Yock  and  Emiliau  Yosty; 
and  northeast  by  the  river  Missouri.  Which  survey  and  measurement  were  executed  without  regard  to 
the  variation  of  the  needle,  which  is  1°  30'  east,  as  is  obvious  by  referring  to  the  foregoing  figurative  plat, 
on  which  are  noted  the  dimensions,  courses  of  the  lines,  and  other  boundaries,  &c.  This  survey  was 
executed  by  virtue  of  the  decree  of  the  lieutenant  governor  and  sub-tlelegate  of  the  royal  treasury,  Don 
Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  under  date  of  Novendjcr  14,  1799,  here  annexed  ;  and  in  order  that  all  here 
above-mentioned  be  available  according  t(,i  law,  I  do  give  the  present,  witji  the  preceding  figurative  jdat, 
drawn  conformably  to  the  survey  executed  by  the  deputy  surveyor,  Don  Santiago  Mackay,  on  December 
I,  1S02,  who  signed  on  the  minutes,  of  which  I  do  certify. 

ANTONIO  SOULAED,  Surveyor  General. 

St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  Augttd  23,  1803. 


Truly  translated.     May  8,  1833. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 


112 


Name  of  the  original 
claimant. 


John  Bishop . 


Quantity, 
in  arpents. 


350 


Nature  and  date  of  claim. 


Concession,  Niivember 
14,  1799. 


By  whom  granted. 


Carlos  Dehault 
Delassus. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date 
situation. 


and 


James  Mackay,  deputy  sur- 
veyor, December  1,  1802; 
certified  l,\y  Soulard,  Au- 
gust 22,  1803.  20  miles 
'S.^Y.,  of  St.  Louis. 


Evidence  leith  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

July  22,  1806. — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  John  B.  C  Luca.s,  Clement  B. 
Penrose,  and  James  L.  Donaldson,  commissioners. 

The  same,  (James  Mackay,)  assignee  of  Jolin  Bishop,  claiming  350  arpents  of  land  situated  on  the 
Missouri,  district  of  St.  Louis,  produces  a  concession  from  Charles  D.  Delassus,  dated  November  14,  1799, 
and  a  survey  of  the  same,  dated  December  1,  1802,  and  certiiicd  August  23,  1803  ;  a  deed  of  sale,  dated 
FeJjruary  2,  1801. 

John  Taj'on,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he,  the  witness,  did,  in  the  year  1804,  build  a  house  on  said 
tract  of  land,  made  a  field,  and  raised  a  crop,  and  that  the  same  has  been  actually  cultivated  tii  this  day. 
The  board  reject  this  claim. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  417.) 

September  8,  1810. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

James  Mackay,  assignee  of  John  Bishop,  claiming  350  arpents  of  land,  (see  book  No.  1,  page  417.) 
It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  bo  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  489.) 

March  22,  1833. — F.  R.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

John  Bishop,  by  his  legal  representatives,  claiming  350  arpents  of  land,  (see  book  B,  page  439; 
minutes.  No.  1,  page417;  No.  4,  page  489,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from 
Carlos  DeJiault  Delassus,  dated  14th  November,  1799;  also  a  [ilat  of  survey,  dated  2od  August,  1803,  by 
Antoine  Soulard. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of 
said  Delassus;  and  the  signature  to  the  plat  of  survey  in  the  handwriting  of  Antoine  Soulard. — (See  book 
No.  6,  page  138.) 

November  12,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Ilarrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  ciunmissioners. 

John  Bisiiop,  claiming  350  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  138  of  this  liook.) 

Tlie  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  John  Bishop, 
or  to  his  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  322.) 

A.  (;.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  113. — Charles  F.  Del.vurieee,  claiming  10,000  arpents. 

To  Don  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor  of  the  vestern  pjart  of  Illinois,  and  conimander-in-chi(f  of  St. 

Louis,  &c.: 

Charles  Frtmon  Delauriere  has  the  honor  to  humbly  represent  that  liaving  been  sent  to  this  colony 
for  services  relative  to  this  government,  and  having  served  his  CatJiolic  Majesty  in  the  militia  volunteers, 
which  he  has  had  the  honor  to  command  in  the  expedition  made  in  the  Mississippi  in  1795,  he  would  wish 
to  establish  himself  in  this  province,  and  to  have  a  property  iiii  which  he  miglit  settle  permanently,  and 
make  tliereon,  as  soon  as  his  means  and  circumstanci's  will  permit,  useful  establishments,  advantageous 
to  his  fortune,  of  which  he  has  been  in  part  deprived  by  the  French  revolution;  therefore  he  has  recourse 
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to  your  justice,  aud  to  the  g-cucrosity  of  this  government,  hoping  that,  after  taking  in  consideration  the 
fore":oin<T  stateujeut,  you  will  be  pleased,  sir,  to  grant  to  him  in  full  propertj' a  concession  of  ten  thousand 
arpents  of  land  in  superficie,  to  be  taken  near  the  Prairie  a  Rondo,  in  the  district  of  St.  Genevieve,  and  to 
give  orders  to  the  surveyor  general  of  Upper  Louisiana  tu  put  him  in  possession,  as  soon  as  he  shall  be 
required  to  do  so  bj'  your  petitioner,  who  shall  never  cease  to  pray  for  the  conservation  of  your  days. 

FREMON  DELAURIERE. 
St.  Louis,  January  15,  1791. 


Don  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor  of  Ijrjjer  Louisiana,  d-c. : 

The  surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  (party)  interested  in  possession  of  the  ten  thousand 
arpents  of  land  in  superficie  which  he  solicits,  in  the  place  above  mentioned,  provided  it  be  vacant 
and  belonging  to  his  Majesty's  domain;  and  his  survey  being  executed,  he  shall  deliver  (a  plat  of)  it  to 
him,  (the  petitioner,)  in  order  that,  along  with  this  decree,  it  shall  serve  to  him  as  a  title  of  property,  until 
the  Corresponding  title  in  form  be  delivered  to  him  by  the  general  government,  to  which  he  must  apply  in 
due  time. 

ZENON  TRUDEAU. 

St.  Louis,  January  IT,  1191. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  May  1,  1833. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 

Name  of  original 
claimant. 

Quantity, 
in  arpents. 

Nat  ure  and  date  of  claim 

By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and  situation. 

113 

Charles  Fremon 
Delauriere. 

10,000 

Concession,  January 
11,  1197. 

Zenon  Trudeau. 

John  Ferrey,  deputy  surveyor, 
Jan.  9,  1804.  In  Richwood,  50 
miles  southwest  of  St.  Louis. 

Evidence  ivith  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

December  24,  1811. — The  board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates,  commissioners. 

Louis  Labeaume  and  Charles  Fremon  Delauriere,  claiming  10,000  arpents  of  land  situate  near  Prairie 
&,  Rondo,  district  of  St.  Genevieve,  produce  record  of  a  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  g"ov- 
ernor,  dated  llth  January,  1797;  certificate  of  a  plat  of  survey,  signed  and  sworn  to  by  Anthony  Soulard, 
and  dated  15th  March,  1808.  The  board  remark  that  no  kind  of  testimony  suggests  or  makes  it  appear 
that  the  land  claimed  includes  a  lead  mine.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be 
confirmed. — (See  book  No.  5,  page  539.) 

March  25,  1833. — F.  R.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Charles  Fremon  Delauriere,  by  Louis  Labeaume's  representatives,  claiming  10,000  arpents  of  land 
situate  near  Prairie  Rondeau,  now  Richwood,  (see  record  book  D,  pages  300  and  301 ;  minutes.  No.  5, 
page  539,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  dated  17th  Jan- 
uary, 1797;  also  a  deed  between  said  Delauriere  and  Labeaume,  dated  July  15,  1800. 

Albert  Tison,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  signature  to  said  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of 
Zenon  Trudeau;  that  said  land  was  surveyed  in  1803;  that  it  was  settled  by  Labeaume  in  1806;  and  pos- 
sessed, cultivated,  and  inhabited  ever  since  by  or  through  him. 

Charles  F.  Delauriere,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  in  the  spring  of  1800  he  engaged  and  hired  two 
men  to  go  on  said  land,  in  order  to  build  a  house  and  make  what  improvements  they  could;  that  in  the 
fall  of  the  same  year  he  sent  another  man  on  said  land;  but  circumstances  turning  out  diflerently  to  his 
expectations,  he  discontinued  improving  said  land.  The  deponent  further  declares  that  he  is  in  no  way 
whatsoever  interested  in  the  above-mentioned  tract  of  land. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  139.) 

November  13,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  1*\  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Charles  Fremon  Delauriere,  claiming  10,000  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  139  of  this  book.)  The  board 
are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Charles  Fremon  Delauriere, 
or  to  liis  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  323.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  114. — J.  Bte.  Tison,  c/a/mui^  7,056  ar2}ents. 

Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenaitt  governor  of  Upper  Louisiana: 

Sir:  Jean  Bte.  Tison  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  you  that  he  would  wish  to  form  an  establishment 
for  the  support  of  his  numerous  family,  composed  of  eight  children;  the  petitioner  has  been  iiihabiting 
this  province  for  upwards  of  fifteen  years,  and  has  never  possessed  any  land;  therefore,  sir,  the  petitioner, 
in  order  to  be  able  to  raise  his  family  and  keep  it  near  him,  prays  you  to  grant  to  him  a  tract  of  land  of 
seven  thousand  and  fifty-six  ar]ients  in  superficie,  to  be  taken  on  the  vacant  lands  of  his  Majesty's  domain, 
and  that  he  be  permitted  to  take  the  said  laud  in  the  manner  which  will  appear  most  convenient  and  most 
advantageous  to  the  end  wliich  he  proposes  to  himself — favor  which  the  petitioner  presUi.ies  to  expect  of 
your  goodness  and  justice. 


St.  Locis,  November  16,  1799. 


JEAN   BAPTISTE  TISON. 


1834. 
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St.  Lons  of  Im.ixois,  November  19,  1199. 

Whereas  it  is  notorious  that  the  petitioner  possesses  more  tlian  tlic  means  and  numbor  of  Ijands 
necessary  to  obtain  the  concession  which  lie  solicits,  I  do  grant  to  him  and  his  heirs  the  land  he  solicits, 
provided  it  is  not  prejudicial  to  any  person;  and  the  survej'or,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  |)ut  tlii'  (party) 
interested  in  possession  of  the  quantity  of  land  he  asks,  in  a  vacant  place  of  the  royal  dnmain;  which  lieiiig 
executed,  he  shall  make  a  plat  of  (Ids)  survej',  delivering  the  .same  to  said  party,  with  iii.s  certificate,  in 
order  to  enable  him  to  obtain  the  concession  and  title  in  form  from  the  intendant  general,  to  whom  alone 
corresponds,  by  royal  order,  the  distributing  and  granting  all  classes  of  lands  of  tlu^  royal  domain. 

CARLOS  DEIIAULT  DELASSUS. 


Registered  at  the  request  of  the  interested. — (Book  No.  2,  page  50,  No.  36.) 
Truly  translated.     .May  1,  1832. 


SOULARD. 
JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 

Name  of  original  claimant. 

Quantity, 
inarpents. 

Nature  and  Jate  of  claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date, 
and  situation. 

114 

Jean  Baptiste  Tison.  . 

7,056 

Concession,  Nov.  19, 1799. 

Carlos  Dehault 
Delassus. 

Fre'mon  Delauricre,  depu- 
ty  surveyor,   Jan.   31, 
1806.     On  the  waters 
of  Grand  Glaise. 

Evidence  u-ilh  reference  to  ininutes  and  records. 

December  10,  1811. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Louis  Labeaume,  assignee  of  Jean  Baptiste  Tison,  claiming  7,056  arpents  of  land  situate  on  Salt 
river,  district  of  St.  Charles,  produces  record  of  a  concession  from  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  dated 
November  19,  1799;  record  of  a  transfer  from  Tison  to  claimant,  dated  May  20,  1803.  It  is  the  opinion 
of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  5,  page  507.) 

March  25,  1833. — F.  R.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Jean  Baptiste  Tison,  by  Louis  Labeaume's  legal  representatives,  claiming  7,056  arpents  of  land. — 
(See  book  No.  6,  page  301;  No.  5,  page  507.)  For  survey  claimant  refers  to  the  testimony  given  by 
Charles  Fr(imon  Delauriere,  in  the  case  of  F.  Saucier,  (see  page  118  of  this  book,)  to  wit:  That  the 
survey  alreadj'  produced  is  one  of  those  included  among  the  surveys  mentioned  in  the  above  letter;  that 
the  survej'  was  executed  at  the  time  it  bears  date;  that  there  was  great  difficulty  and  danger  in  executing 
surveys;  that  he  w;',.s  twice  repulsed  by  the  Indians,  and  that  the  third  time  he  went  up  lie  could  not 
execute  several  of  the  surveys,  being  prevented  by  the  Indians  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  nations,  although  he 
and  his  companions  were  well  armed;  that  surveyors  were  very  scarce,  and  it  was  difficult  to  procure 
any  one  to  take  surveys;  that  there  was  not  half  the  number  of  surveyors  necessary  to  execute  the 
surveys  that  were  then  to  bo  made.  Pi'oduces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  concession  from  Charles  De- 
hault Delassus,  dated  November  19,  1799;  a  certified  copy  of  a  deed  from  Tison  to  Labeaume;  also  a 
deed  of  partition  between  said  Tison  and  Labeaume. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of 
said  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  140.) 

November  13,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  (}.  Harrison, 
P.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Jean  Baptiste  Tison,  claiming  7,056  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  140  of  this  book.)  The  board 
are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Jean  Baptiste  Tison,  or  to  his 
legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  323.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 
L.  F.  LINN. 
F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  115. — Loris  Deulle,  claiming  2,500  arpents. 


Don  Charles  Dehault  Dcla.'^sus,  lieutenant  gover 


St.  Louis,  November  2,  1799. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  November  6,  1799. 

Considering  that  the  petitioner  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  inhabitants  of  this  country,  whose  known 
condmH  and  personal  merit  are  recommendable,  and  being  satisfied  to  evidence  as  to  the  truth  of  what  he 


872 


PUBLIC    LANDS. 


[No.  1173. 


states  in  his  [letition,  and  that  his  family  is  sufficiently  considerable  to  obtain  the  quantity  of  land  which 
he  solicits,  I  do  grant  to  him  and  his  heirs  tlie  land  he  solicits,  provided  it  is  not  prejudicial  to  anybody; 
and  the  surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  sliall  put  the  (party)  interested  in  possession  of  the  quantity  of 
land  ho  aslcs,  in  a  vacant  place  of  the  royal  domain;  whicli  being  executed,  he  shall  make  out  a  plat  of 
(his)  survey,' delivering  tiie  same  to  said  party  with  his  certificate,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  obtain  the 
concession  and  title  iifform  from  tlie  intcndant  general,  to  whom  alone  corresponds,  by  royal  order,  the 
distributing  and  granting  all  classes  of  lands  of  the  royal  domain. 

"^  CARLOS  DEIIAULT  DELASSUS. 


Don  Antonio  Soulard,  surveyor  general  of  the  settlements  of  Uiyper  Louisiana. 

I  do  certify  that  a  tract  of  land  of  2,500  arpents  in  superficic  was  measured,  the  linos  run  and 
bounded,  in  favor  of  Don  Louis  Labeaume,  and  in  presence  of  Albert  Tison,  his  agent;  which  land  was 
originally  granted  to  Louis  Delille,  who  sold  it  to  the  above-named  Labeaume,  the  present  owner,  as  it  is 
proven  by  the  deed  of  sale  executed  by  him,  and  deposited  in  the  archives  of  this  government  The  said 
land  was  measured  with  the  perch  of  the  city  of  Paris,  of  eighteen  French  feet  lineal  measure  of  the  same 
city,  conformably  to  the  agrarian  measure  of  this  province.  This  land  is  situated  at  about  sixty-two  miles 
north  of  St.  Louis,  bounded  N.NW.  by  the  lands  of  Philip  Le  Due  and  Don  Louis  Brazeau,  S.SE.  by  vacant 
lands  of  the  royal  domain,  W.SW.  by  lands  of  Pedro  Janin,  and  E.NE.  by  lands  of  Aristide  Augustin 
Chouteau.  These  surveys  and  measurements  were  executed  without  regard  to  the  variation  of  the  needle, 
which  is  of  7°  30'  east,  as  it  is  evinced  by  the  foregoing  figurative  plat,  on  which  are  noted  the  dimen- 
sions, courses  of  the  lines,  other  boundaries,  &c.  This  survey  was  made  by  virtue  of  the  power  and 
decree  of  the  lieutenant  governor  and  sub-delegate  of  the  royal  treasury,  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus, 
under  date  of  November,  6,  1799,  here  annexed.  And  in  order  that  the  whole  may  be  available  according 
to  law,  I  do  give  the  present,  with  the  foregoing  figurative  plat,  drawn  conformably  to  the  survey  executed 
by  the  deputy  surveyor,  James  Rankin,  under  date  of  February  14,  1804,  who  signed  the  minutes,  to 
which  I  do  certify. 

ANTONIO  SOULARD,  Surveyor  General. 

St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  March  20,  1804. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  May  2,  1833. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 

Name  of  original 
claimant. 

Quantity, 
in  arpents 

Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 

115 

Louis  Delille 

2,500 

Concession,  Nov.  6, 
1799. 

Carlos    Dehauit 
Delassus. 

James  Rankin,  deputy  sur- 
veyor, Feb.  14,  1804;  cer- 
tified by  Soulard,  March 
20,  1804.  62  miles  north 
of  St.  Louis. 

Evidence  with  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

Novemher  14,  1811.- — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates,  commissioners. 

Louis  Labeaume,  assignee  of  Louis  Delille,  claiming  2,500  arpents  of  land  situate  in  the  district  of 
St.  Charles,  produces  the  record  of  a  concession  from  Charles  D.  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  dated 
November  6,  1799;  a  plat  of  survey  dated  February  14  and  certified  March  20,  1804;  a  certified  extract 
of  a  sale  made  by  Delille  to  claimant,  dated  October  7,  1803.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this 
claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  5,  page  407.) 

March  25,  1833. — F.  R.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Louis  Delille,  by  Louis  Labeaume's  representatives,  claiming  2,500  arpents  of  land,  (see  book  C, 
pages  340  and  341;  minutes.  No.  345,  page  4t)7,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession 
from  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  November  6,  1799;  a  plat  of  survey,  taken  February  14,  and  certified 
March  20,  1804,  by  Soulard;  also  a  certificate  of  transfer,  signed  M.  P.  Le  Due,  recorder. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  sworn,  saj^s  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of  Carlos 
D.  Delassus;  and  the  signature  to  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of  said 
Soulard. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  141.) 

November  13,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Louis  Delille,  claiming  2,500  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  141  of  this  book.)  The  board  are  unani- 
mously of  opinion  tliat  this  claim  ouglit  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Louis  Delille,  or  to  his  legal  representa- 
tives, according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  323.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  P.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 
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-JosErn  Moiu.v.  jr.,  i-laiminr/  KiO  arp(',if.< 


To  Bon  Zt'non  Trudrau,  lioilciianf  colonel,  captain  in  the  s/ationanj  rcijiment  of  Loiiidana.  end  lioitrnant  qor- 

crnor  of  the  ii:e>>tern 2Jaii  of  Illinois: 

Ju-seph  Moriii,  jr.,  being-  ;it  the  eve  of  e.^talilishiiig-  hiuisell',  and  wi.sliing  tu  eoutiuue  to  live  near  his 
family,  in  order  to  be  at  hand  to  help  his  father  in  his  works,  has  the  honor  to' sn]iplieatc  you  to  be  wiUin"- 
to  grant  to  him  the  quantity  of  four  arpents  of  land  in  front  by  forty  arponts  in  depth,  situated  at  si.K  w 
seven  mile.s  north  of  this  town,  and  bounded  as  follows:  north  by  vaeant  lands  of  his  Majesty's  domain • 
south_  by  lands_  of  Antoine  Morin,  his  father;  east  by  the  river "Missi.ssippi,  and  west  by  lands  of  the 
domain;  observing-  to  you  that  the  said  piece  of  land  crosses  the  little  river  A  Ging-ras  at  the  distance 
froni  the  Mississippi  of  about  nine  or  ten  arpents.  The  petitioner  hopes  to  deserve  this  favor  of  your 
justice  and  of  the  encouragement  you  give  to  industry. 

.TOSEPII  +  MORIN,  Jr. 

r.       T  T  mark. 

fc-T.  Louis  of  Ii.i.ixois,  Sqjicmher  7,  1796. 


St.  Loris,  September  9,  1797. 
The  surveyor,  Don  Antoni.i  S.iulard,  shall  put  the  party  interested  in  possession  of  the  land  he 
solicits,  and  shall  male  out  a  plat  of  his  survey,  with  his  certificate,  ichick  sliall  be  here  annexed,  (y  formalisara 
su  apeo  :l  continuacion,)  in  order  to  serve  to  solicit  the  concession  from  the  governor  general  of  the 
province,  who  is  informed  that  the  said  land  solicited  is  vacant,  and  that  the  petitioner  is  a  native  of  this 
town,  having  no  laud,  and  whose  conduct  deserves  the  favor  which  he  solicits. 

ZENON  TRUDEAU. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Louis  Labeaume,  I  do  certify  to  all  whom  it  may  concern  that  the  above  plat 
of  survey  is  a  true  copy  of  a  plat  recorded  in  page  28  of 'the  book  entitled  as  follows:  "  Register  of  Surveys, 
St.  Louis,  A,"  which  survey  was  executed  by  me  on  the  16th  November,  1799,  by  virtue  of  a  decree  of 
the  lieutenant  governor,  Don  Zenou  Trudeau,  under  date  September  9,  1797,  in  favor  of  Joseph  Morin,  jr., 
for  the  quantity  of  162  arponts  48  perches,  as  above  described.  In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  delivered 
the  present  to  the  party  interested,  in  order  that  it  may  serve  to  liim  in  proving  his  claims. 

ANTONIO  SOULARD,  Surveijor  General  Louisiana  Territory/. 

St.  Locis,  February  20,  1806. 

Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  April  17,  1S33. 

JULIUS  DE  ^lUN. 


No. 

Name  of  original 
claimant. 

Quantity, 
in  arpents 

Nature  and  date 
of  claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and  situation. 

116 

Joseph  Morin,  jr. 

160 

Concession,   Sep- 
tember 9,  1797. 

Zen.    Trudeau  . .  . 

Antonio  Soulard,  surveyor  general, 
Nov.  16,  1799;  certitied  Feb.  20, 
1806;  on  river  Gingras. 

Evidence  with  rference  to  minutes  and  records. 
-Board   met.     Present:  John   B.   C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Pe 


1  Fredo 


nrose,  ana  i-rederic 


A^vember  27,   1811. 
Bates,  commissioners. 

Louis  Labeaume,  assignee  of  Baptiste  Pacquctte,  assignee  of  Joseph  Mm-in,  claiming  160  arpents  of 
land  situate  in  White  Ox  prairie,  district  of  St.  Louis,  produces  record  of  a  concession  from  Zenou 
Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor,  dated  Septemlier  9,  1797;  record  of  a  plat  of  a  survey  certified  February, 
1806;  record  of  a  transfer  from  Morin  to  Pacquette,  dated  May  8,  1804;  record  of  a  transfer  from 
Pacquette  to  claimant,  dated  May  8,  1804.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  bciard  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be 
confirmed. — (See  book  No.  5,  page  4.58. 

March  25,  1833. — F.  R.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Joseph  Morin,  by  Louis  Labeaume's  legal  representatives,  claiming  160  arpents  of  land,  (see  book 
D,  pages  303,  304,  and  305;  minutes  No.  5,  pa.ge  458,  (produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  concession  from 
Zenon  Trudeau,  dated  September  9,  1797;  a  })lat  and  certificate  of  surve^v,  signed  A.  Soulard,  said  survey 
taken  November  16,  1799,  and  certificate,  dated  February  20,  1806;  also  deed  from  said  Morin  to  J.  B. 
Pacquette,  dated  March  13,  1804,  and  deed  from  Pacquette  to  Labeaume,  dated  }>lay  8,  1S04. 

M.  F.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  and  the  concession  itself  are  in 
the  proper  handwriting  of  Zenou  Trudeau,  and  the  signature  to  the  plat  of  survej'  is  in  the  proper  hand- 
writing of  A.  Soulard. 

Albert  Tison,  dulj'  sworn,  says  that  about  twenty-eight  j-ears  ago  he  went  on  said  land,  built  a  liouse, 
dug  a  well,  and  fenced  in  a  field;  that  he  resided  on  the  same  near  two  j-ears,  and  about  ten  years  after 
lie  left  said  place  the  claimant  went  on  said  land,  and  by  or  through  him  it  has  been  inhabited  and  culti- 
vated ever  since. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  149.) 

Apiil  3,  1833. — F.  R.  Conwaj^  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

In  the  case  of  Joseph  Morin,  jr.,  claiming  160  arpents  of  land. — (See  jvage  149  ijf  this  book.) 

Joseph  Hebert,  duly  sworn,  says  that  to  his  knowledge  tlie  said  land  was  inhabited  and  cultivated 
thirty-two  or  thirty-three  years  ago  bj^  or  through  Joseph  Morin,  jr.,  and  has  been  inhabited  and  culti- 
vated ever  since. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  152.) 

November  13,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  L. 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Joseph  Morin,  jr.,  claiming  160  arpents  of  land. —  (See  pages  149  and  152 
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F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
this  book.)     The  board 
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reiiKuk  that  the  concession  is  for  100  arpeiits,  and  the  survey  102  43  peixhes.  The  board  are  unanimously 
of  opinion  that  tliis  chiim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  tiie  said  Joseph  Morin,  jr.,  or  to  his  legal  representatives, 
according- to  tlie  concession.— (See  book  No.  (5,  pag-e  323.)     -  ,..,„,,.,-., 

A.  G.  HARIUSON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  K.  CONWAY. 


No.  in. — J.\.MKS  ^ViI,I,I,vMs,  claimiii;/  400  arpenh. 

To  Dun   C'arloa  l>ehault  Ddaasus,  lieutenant  colonel,  attached  to  the  stationary  regiment  of  Louisiana,  and 
lieutenant  governor  of  the  upper  part  of  the  same  province : 


James  Williams,  inliabiting  tliis  .side  of  the  Mississippi  since  several  years,  has  tiie  honor  to  represent 
to  you  tliat  in  the  year  1795  he  obtained  of  your  predecessor,  Don  Zenon  Triideau,  a  tract  of  land  of  400 
arponts  in  superilcie,  situate  near  tlie  lands  of  tiie  village  of  St.  Ferdinand,  wliicli  was  surveyed,  as  it  is 
proven  by  tlie  certificate  of  survey  delivered  to  him  by  tlie  surveyor  of  this  Upper  Louisiana,  and  which 
is  here  annexed.  Family  aflairs  liaving  required  his  presence  in  the  United  States,  and  those  same  affairs 
having  retained  him  there  hjnger  than  he  would  have  wished,  his  absence  lias  been  looked  upon  as  a  tacit 
abandonment  of  tlie  land  which  had  been  granted  to  him,  and  the  said  land  was  included  in  other  surveys 
which  have  been  made  on  the  same  place.  It  being  his  intention  to  have  difficulties  with  nobody,  he  has 
recourse  to  j'our  justice,  in  order  tliat  you  will  be  pleased  to  have  the  goodness  to  indemnify  him  for  the 
loss  of  a  piece  of  land  which  he  thought  (and  justlj')  of  importance  to  him,  and  that  jam  will  grant  him 
a  concession,  in  full  property,  of  the  same  quantity  of  400  arpents,  to  be  taken  in  a  vacant  place  of  his 
Majestj^'s  domains.  The  petitioner,  full  of  confidence  in  your  justice,  and  having  always  had  a  conduct 
exempt  of  reproaches,  hopes  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  do  justice  to  his  demand  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  the  accomplishment  of  his  wishes. 

JAMES  +  AVILLIAMS. 

mark. 
St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  April  15,  1803. 


St.  Louis  of  Illi.vois,  April.l5,  1803. 

Having  examined  the  statement  in  the  foregoing  petition,  and  paying  due  attention  to  the  just  reasons 
alleged  by  the  petitioner,  who  has  always  continued  to  be  a  subject  of  his  Majestj'  since  the  time  that  the 
first  concession  was  granted  by  my  predecessor,  Don  Zenon  Trudeau,  which  is  evident  by  referring  to  the 
certificate  of  survey  here  annexed,  I  do  grant  to  him  and  his  heirs  the  land  which  ho  solicits,  provided  it 
is  not  prejudicial  to  any  person;  and  the  surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  party  interested 
in  possession  of  the  quantity  of  land  he  asks  in  the  place  designated;  which  being  executed,  he  shall 
make  out  a  plat  of  his  survey,  delivering  the  same  to  said  party  with  his  certificate,  in  order  to  enable 
him  to  obtain  the  concession  and  title  in  form  from  the  intendant  general,  to  whom  alone  corresponds,  by 
royal  order,  the  distributing  and  granting-  all  classes  of  lands  of  the  royal  domain. 

CARLOS  DEUAULT  DELASSUS. 


We,  the  undersigned,  surveyor,  commissioned  by  the  government,  do  certify  to  all  whom  it  may 
concern  that  this  day,  14th  of  December,  179(5,  by  virtue  of  the  order  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  under 
date  of  November  6  of  this  present  year,  we  have  been  on  the  land  of  Mr.  James  Williams,  in  order  to 
measure  and  survey  a  tract  of  land  to  him  granted,  of  10  arpents  in  front  by  40  in  depth,  or  400  arpents 
in  superficie;  which  measurement  was  made  in  presence  of  the  proprietor  and  of  the  adjoining  neighbors 
with  the  perch  of  the  city  of  Paris,  of  18  French  feet  in  length,  conformably  to  the  usage  and  custom  of 
this  colony.  This  land  is  situated  at  the  distance  of  about  three  miles,  nearly  in  a  NE.  direction  from  the 
village  of  St.  Ferdinand,  and  at  15  arpents  from  the  little  river  of  the  same  name;  bounded  on  one  side 
by  the  land  of  John  Herben,  and  on  the  others  adjoining  vacant  lands  of  his  Majesty's  domain.  And  in 
order  that  it  may  be  available  according  to  law,  1  do  give  the  present,  with  the  figurative  plat  annexed  to 
it,  on  which  we  liave  marked  the  natural  and  artificial  boundaries,  &c. 

ANTONIO  SOULARD. 

St.  Louis  of  Illi.vois,  December  20,  1796. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  May  6,  1833. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 

Name  of  original 
claimaat. 

Quantity,  in  ar- 
pents. 

Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  wliom  surveyed,  date,  and  situation. 

117 

James  Williams. . 

400 

Concession,  April 
15,  1803. 

Carlos  Dehault 
Dclassus. 

The  first  grant  said  to  have  been 
made   by  Zenon  Trudeau  was 
surveyed  by  Soulard  Decem- 
ber 14,  179ti.     Near  St.  Ferdi- 
nand. 
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Ecidcitcr  ui/h  rrfrrrnrc  to  minuter  and  rrr:irdii. 

December  10,  ISU. — Board  met.  rrrscnt:  .Tclin  li.  ('.  Lucas.  Clement  15.  PcurDso,  and  Frederick 
Bates,  commissionei's. 

Albert  Tison,  assignee  of  Loui.s  Labcaumo,  assignee  of  James  ^Villiallls,  claimint;^  400  arpents  of 
land  situate  in  the  district  of  St.  Louis,  produces  record  of  a  concession  from  Delassus,  lieutenant 
g-overnor,  dated  April  15,  1S03;  record  of  a  transfer  from  Williams  to  Labeaume,  dated  April  i'H,  1800. 
it  is  the  t)pinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  coniirmed. —  (See  book  No.  5,  page  513.) 

31arch  25,  ISSS. — F.  K.  Conway,  cs(j.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

James  ^^"illianls,  by  L.  Labeaumc's  legal  representatives,  claiming  400  arpeuts  of  land,  (see  book  1>, 
pages  310,  311,  and  31:i;  minutes,  book  No.  5,  page  513,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original 
concession  from  Carlos  Deliault  Delassus,  dated  April  15,  1803;  also,  a  deed  from  said  Williams  to 
Labeaume,  dated  April  29,  1800;  also,  assignment  by  Labeaume  to  A.  Tison,  and  release  from  said  Tison 
to  Labeaume;  also,  a  survey  in  support  of  said  claim,  as  an  evidence  of  the  same  not  claiming  the  land 
contained  in  the  survey,  but  oid_v  produces  it  in  support  of  the  grant  made  in  lieu  thereof. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  signature  to  the  conc(\ssi(in  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of 
said  Delassus,  and  the  signature  to  the  survey'  in  the  proper  handwriting  of  Antonio  Soulard. — (See  book 
No.  0,  page  150.) 

November  13,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  (!.  Ilarrisnii, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

James  Williams,  claiming  400  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  150  of  this  book.)  The  board  are  unani- 
mously of  opinion  that  th-is  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  James  Williams,  or  to  his  legal 
representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  (i,  page  324.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  118. — Josi-U!  McCle.\'.\h.\x,  unher  G.vuriel  Ceruk,  vlaimina  300  arpenls. 

To  Don  Charles  DchauJt  Dela>'sus,  lieutenant  colonel,  attached  to  the  !ilalionary  regiment  of  Lou i.'<iana,  and 
lieutenant  governor  of  the  upper  part  of  the  ■■<ame  province : 

Gabriel  Ccrre,  father  of  a  famil^y,  owner  of  slaves,  and  one  of  the  most  ancient  inhaliitants  of  this 
country,  has  the  honor  to  supjdicate  you  to  have  the  g'oodness  to  grant  to  him,  to  the  north  of  this  town, 
on  the  Suisseau  de  Pierre,  (Stony  creek,)  an  augmentation  of  three  hundred  arpents  of  land  in  superficie 
to  a  tract  of  land  he  purchased  several  years  ago,  so  as  to  give  him  the  enjoyment  of  a  spring,  the 
owning  of  which  he  thinks  very  important,  according  to  his  views  of  improvement.  The  said  augmenta- 
tion to  be  bounded  as  follows:  On  the  north  by  the  line  of  the  land  I  purchased,  the  title  of  which,  with 
the  ratification  in  form,  has  been  delivered  to  me;  on  the  south  and  cast  by  the  lines  of  Mr.  Labeaumc's 
land,  and  on  the  west  by  the  vacant  lands  of  the  domain.  The  petitioner  hopes  so  much  the  more  to 
ol)tain  the  favor  which  he  claims  of  j-our  justice,  because  the  public  road  passes  now  on  his  first  piece  of 
land  through  a  hilly  and  diflScult  place  for  carting,  and  that  he  intends,  as  soon  as  he  obtains  the 
augmentation  solicited,  to  make  the  said  road  pass  in  a  more  suitable  place,  but  this  will  jequire  the 
construction  of  a  bridge,  which  he  shall  cause  to  be  built  immediately  over  the  said  creek.  The 
petitioner,  full  of  confidence  in  your  justice,  hopes  that  j'ou  will  be  pleased  to  do  justice  to  his  demand  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  fulfil  his  views. 

CERRE. 

St.  Loeis,  January  3,  180,  (1800.) 


St.  Loi'is  OF  Illinois,  January  3,  1800. 

Considering  that  the  petitioner  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  inhabitants  of  this  country,  wliose  known 
Conduct  and  personal  merit  are  recominendable,  and  being  satisfied  to  evidence  as  to  the  truth  of  what 
he  states  in  his  petition,  the  surveyor  of  this  Upper  Louisiana,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the 
interested  party  in  possession  of  the  three  hundred  arpents  of  land  in  superficie  which  he  solicits,  for 
him  to  enjoy  the  same  under  the  same  boundaries  that  he  asks;  and  the  survey  being  executed,  he  (the 
surveyor)  shall  make  out  the  corresponding  certificate  of  the  same,  with  which  the  interested  party  sliall 
apply  to  the  intendancy  general  of  these  provinces,  to  which  alone  corresponds,  by  order  of  his  Majesty, 


the  granting  of  lands  and  town  lots  belonging  to  the  domain. 


CARLOS  DEIIAULT  DELASSUS. 


Registered  at  the  request  of  the  interested  in  book  No.  2,  pages  28  and  29. 
Truly  translated  from  book  B,  page  389. 
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No. 


Name  of  original  claimant. |  Quantity, 
in  arpents. 


NTature  and  date  of  claim. 


By  whom  granted. 


By    whom    surveyed,    date,   and 
situation. 
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Gabriel  Cerre. 


300 


Concession,    Janu- 
ary 3,  1800. 


Carlos     Dehault 
Delassus. 
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Evidence  with  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

Julij  7,  ISOfi. — The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  The  Hon.  Clement  B.  Penrose  and 
James  L.  Donaldson.  Josiah  McLanalian  ciaiming-,  as  aforesaid,  300  arpents  of  land  situate  in  the  district 
of  St.  Louis,  produces  a  concession  from  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  January  5,  (3,)  1800.  A  survey 
of  the  same,  dated  27th,  and  certified  February  28,  1806,  together  with  the  act  of  public  sale  aforesaid. 

Antoine  Sonlard,  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  wrote  the  decree  of  the  lieutenant  governor  to  the  said 
concession;  that  he  docs  not  recollect  whether  it  was  granted  at  the  time  it  bears  date;  that  it  was 
granted  for  the  building  of  a  bridge,  which  was  completed  by  the  said  Gabriel  Cerre  about  five  years  ago. 
The  board  reject  this  claim;  they  are  satisfied  it  was  granted  at  the  time  it  bears  date. — (See  book  No.  1, 
page  393.) 

Sejjtember  I,  1810. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Josiah  McLanahan,  assignee  of  the  representatives  of  Gabriel  Cerre,  deceased,  claiming  300  arpents 
of  land. — (See  book  No.  1,  page  393.)  It  is  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought 
not  to  be  confirmed.  Clement  B.  Penrose,  commissioner,  voting  for  the  confirmation  of  300  arpents  of 
land. — (See  book  No  4,  page  484.) 

Ifareh  29,  1833. — F.  R.  Conwaj-,  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Gabriel  Cerre,  by  Josiah 
McLanahan,  claiming  300  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  B,  pages  253  and  389;  minutes  No.  1,  page  393; 
No.  4,  page  484.) 

Pascal  L.  Cerre,  duly  sworn,  saj's  that  Gabriel  Cerre  was  his  father;  that  he  knows  the  conditions  of 
said  grant  to  have  been,  on  the  part  of  his  father,  to  build  a  bridge  over  the  Ruisseau  de  Pierre;  that  his 
said  father  having  gone  to  Canada  previous  to  Delassus's  signing  the  grant,  he,  the  deponent,  remained 
charged  with  his  business  in  this  country,  when  Delassus,  who  had  not  yet  signed  the  grant,  hurried  him 
to  go  on  with  the  bridge,  but  the  deponent  would  not  do  it  until  the  grant  was  signed;  which  Delassus 
having  done,  he  sent  his  hands  immediately  to  work,  having  already  all  the  materials  on  the  spot,  and 
soon  completed  the  bridge. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  151.) 

August  1 ,  lS3o. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

In  the  case  of  Gabriel  Cerre,  by  Josiah  McLanahan,  claiming  300  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  151  of 
this  book.) 

Andre  Landreville,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that,  under  the  Spanish  government,  he  knows  that 
Gabriel  Cerre,  at  his  own  expense,  made  and  built  a  bridge  over  the  Ruisseau  de  Pierre;  that  said  bridge 
was  of  great  public  utility,  and  that  he,  the  deponent,  passed  many  a  time  over  said  bridge. — (See  book 
No.  6,  page  241.) 

October  31,  1833.' — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  II.  Conway,  commissioners. 

In  the  case  of  Gabriel  Cerre,  claiming  300  arpents  of  land. — (See  pages  251  and  241  of  this  book.) 

Hyacinthe  Lecompte,  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  is  about  fifty-eight  years  of  age;  that  he  knows  per- 
fectly well  that  Gabriel  Cerre  caused  a  bridge  to  be  built  at  his  own  expense  over  the  Ruisseau  de  Pierre. 
Witness  says,  further,  that  said  bridge  was  of  the  greatest  utilit_y  to  the  public;  that  by  the  old  road 
there  was  almost  an  impossibility  of  passing  with  loaded  carts;  that  himself  had  had  his  cart,  loaded 
with  hay,  very  often  overturned  on  said  old  road;  that,  when  said  bridge  was  built,  the  Spaniards  had 
possession  of  the  country,  and  that  as  soon  as  said  bridge  was  erected  all  the  inhabitants  abandoned  the 
old  road:  that  it  was  built  some  time  before  the  Americana  took  possession  of  the  country,  but  cannot 
recollect  now  long  before. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  286.) 

November  13,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Gabriel  Cerrt!,  claiming  300  arpents  of  land.— (See  pages  151,  241,  and  286,  of  this  book.)  The 
board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Gabriel  Cerre,  or  to 
his  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  324.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON.      . 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  119. — Charles  Fremox  Del.\uriere,  claimimj  10,000  arpents. 

To  Don  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor  of  Illinois,  and  commander-in-chief  in  St.  Louis: 

Sir:  Louis  Labeaume  and  Charles  Fremon  Delauriere  have  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that,  wishing  to 
work  some  saline,  they  claim  of  your  justice,  and  of  the  benevolence  of  the  government  which  you  repre- 
sent, the  permission  to  go  to  visit  and  e.xamine  the  places  wliich  will  appear  to  them  the  most  convenient 
to  their  project,  and  to  take  there  the  rjuantity  of  land  which  they  will  think  necessary  to  make  this 
establishment,  so  that  when  their  choice  is  made,  and  the  locality  determined,  they  may  apply  to  you,  sir, 
or  to  your  successor,  to  obtain  the  concession  and  title  of  property.  It  is  a  favor  which  the  petitioners 
presume  to  hope  from  your  goodness  and  justice. 

L.  LABEAUME. 
FREMON  DELAURIERE. 
St.  Louis,  May  12,  1799. 

Be  it  done  as  is  rcipiired.     St.  Louis,  May  13,  1799. 

TRUDEAU. 


To  Don  C.  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Louisiana : 

Sir:  Charles  Frtiinon  Delauriere  and  Louis  Labeaume  have  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  demand  which  they  made  to  the  intendant  general  of  this  province,  dated  November  22, 
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1800,  and  in  virtue  of  your  official  letter  to  the  said  intendant,  dated  28th  of  same  month,  by  which  you 
authorize  the  petitioners  to  begin  their  works,  and  to  explore  the  salines  which  they  liavc  solicited,  the 
petitioners  have  immediately  transported  themselves  on  said  place,  with  the  cattle,  kettles,  and  other 
utensils  necessary  to  said  employment,  and  have  succeeded  in  making  very  fine  and  very  good  salt,  and 
up  to  this  day  preferable  to  all  the  salt  made  at  the  several  salines  W(n-kcd  in  this  Upper  Louisiana. 

The  petitioners,  encouraged  by  your  approbation,  sir,  and  by  the  preference  wliich  the  jjublic  has 
given  to  their  salt,  continue  their  works,  and  are  going  to  ameliorate  tliem  as  much  as  possible,  althougii 
they  arc  at  considerable  expenses,  and  they  find  great  obstacles  to  the  importation  of  their  salt  to  tiu; 
centre  of  the  population. 

The  jietitioners,  persuaded  that  the  beauty  and  richness  of  the  lands  of  the  river  Ohalia  must  sudu 
attract  the  attention  of  this  government,  not  willing  in  any  way  to  be  |>rejudicial,  or  constrain  the  popu- 
lation whicli  will  necessarily  carry  itself  there,  having,  moreover,  fulfilled  tlie  conditions  which  they  had 
proposed,  and  having  transported  on  their  place  the  kettles  necessary  t(j  erect  four  or  five  furnaci's, 
supplicate  you  to  grant  to  them  at  the  place  called  La  Saline  Ensanglantec  (the  Bloody  Saline)  the  ([uan- 
tity  of  one  hundred  arpents  srpiare  of  land,  making  a  superficie  of  ten  tliousand  arpents,  and  to  order  the 
surveyor  general  of  this  jurisdiction  to  transport  himself  on  the  place  for  the  purpose  of  measuring  said 
land,  so  that  the  limits  of  the  petitioners  being  known,  persons  to  whom  lands  might  be  conceded  in  that 
part  of  the  country  may  place  themselves  without  encroaching  on  the  rights  of  the  petitioners,  who  hope 
to  be  every  day  more  deserving  your  favors  and  the  protection  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  grant  to 
their  establishment. 

L.  LEBEAUME. 
FKEMOX  DELAUKIERE. 

St.  Louis,  March  25,  ISOI. 


St.  Lons  of  Illi.vois,  March  2(),  1801. 

Being  satisfied  that  the  interested  have  fulfilled  what  they  state,  having  already  brought  here  samples 
of  tlie  salt,  which  is  a  great  deal  preferable  to  the  other  salt  made  in  small  quantity  and  of  a  bad  quality 
in  the  other  salines,  and  of  the  expenses  occasioned  to  them  by  this  difficult  enterprise  in  a  place  so  distant 
from  the  settlements,  and  being  convenient  to  the  general  welfare  that  that  place  should  be  established  to 
enable  the  interested  to  find  men  for  the  improvement  of  said  salt  works,  whicli  is  beneficial  to  the  public, 
I  do  grant  to  them  the  quantity  of  land  solicited  by  them  as  their  property,  that  they  may  dispose  of  it  to 
facilitate  in  that  remote  place  a  settlement  necessary  to  their  operations;  and  the  surveyor,  Don  Antonio 
Soulard,  shall  put  them  in  possession  of  said  quantity  without  being  prejudicial  to  anj'  person,  and  shall 
make  a  proces  verbal  of  his  survej',  to  serve  to  them  in  soliciting  the  title  in  form  from  the  intendant,  to 
whom  correspond  the  granting  and  distributing  by  royal  order  all  classes  of  lands  of  the  roval  domain. 

CARLOS  DEIIAULT  DELASSUS. 


Registered,  at  the  desire  ^.^i  the  interested,  book  No.  2,  pages  35,  3G,  37,  and  38. 


SOULARD. 


Surveyed  by  virtue  of  the  decree  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  Colonel  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus, 
dated  March  2C.,'lS01. 

In  my  former  quality  of  surveyor  general  I  do  certify  that  the  firegoiiig  plat  of  survey  is  a  true 
copy  of  the  original  which  is  in  iny  hands,  signed  by  my  ex-deputy,  Mr.  James  Rankin,  which  survey  has 
been  taken  by  \irtue  of  the  title  here  above  mentioned,  and  at  the  reijuest  of  Messrs.  Charles  Frcmon 
Delauriere  and  L.  Labeaume,  under  the  former  authorities,  and  could  not  be  entered,  by  various  reasons 
of  delaj-,  on  the  books  (record)  of  plats  of  surveys  under  my  charge,  and  that  the  certificate  could  not  be 
expedited  in  the  form  heretofore  customary. 

ANTONIO  SOULARD. 
■  St.  Louis,  November  15,  1807. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  December  17,  1832. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 
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Names  of  original  claim- 
ants. 


Quantity,    Nature  and  date  of  claim, 
in  arpents. 


Charles  Fremon  De- 
lauriere and  Louis 
Lebeaume. 


10,  000      Concession,      March 
20,   1801. 


By  wlioni  granted. 


By  wliom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 


Carlos     Dehault 
Delassus. 


James  Rankin,  deputy 
surveyor;  Jan.  2, 1804; 
on  Salt  river. 


Evidtnce  icith  reference  to  minules  and  records. 

December  27,  1811. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates,  commissioners. 

Charles  Fremon  Delauriere  and  Louis  Labeaume,  claiming  ten  thousand  arpents  of  land  situate  on 
Salt  river,  district  of  St.  Charles,  produces  record  of  permission  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor, 
to  choose  a  salt  spring,  dated  May  13,  1799;  record  of  a  concession  from  Charles  D.  Delassus,  lieutenant 
governor,  dated  March  21),  1801;  record  of  a  plat  of  survey,  signed  Antonio  Soulard,  dated  November 
15,  1807. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ouglit  not  be  confirmed.  Frederick  Bates, 
coinmissifjncr,  forbears  giving  an  opinion. — (See  book  No.  5,  page  545.) 

Novcviber  21,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  tii  adjouriunent.  Present:  Lewis  F.  Linn,  F.  R.  Con- 
way, commissioners. 
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Charles  F.  Dolauriere,  for  liimself  and  as  assignee  of  Lnuis  Labeaume,  by  his  legal  representatives, 
claiming  ten  thousand  arpcnts  of  land,  (see  record  book  D,  pages  287,  288,  289,  and  290;  book  No.  5, 
pao-e  545,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  the  petition  of  Louis  Labeaume  and  Freraon  Delauriero, 
dated  May  7,  1799,  to  Don  Zcnon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor,  and  the  concession  of  said  Trudeau,  dated 
May  131,  799;  also,  a  paper  purporting  to  be  the  petition  of  said  Labeaume  and  Fremou  Delauriere,  dated 
March  25,  1801,  to  Don  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor  of  Louisiana;  also,  the  concession 
of  said  Delassus,  dated  March  2G,  1801;  registered  by  Soulard,  record  book  D,  pages  288  and  289;  also, 
a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey,  signed  by  Antoine  Soulard.— (See  book  D,  page  288.) 

Albert  Tison,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signatures  to  petition  are  in  the  respective  hand- 
writing of  Louis  Labeaume  "and  Freaion  Delauriere;  that  the  signature  to  first  concession  is  in  the 
handwl'iting  of  Zenon  Trudeau;  that  the  signatures  to  second  petition  are  in  the  respective  handwriting 
of  Louis  Labeaume  and  Fremon  Delauriere;  and  the  signature  to  second  concession  is  in  the  handwriting 
of  Charles  Dehault  Delassus. 

David  Delaunav,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signatures  to  second  petition  and  concession 
are  in  the  respective  handwriting  of  the  three  individuals  who  signed  them;  that  the  signature  to  plat 
and  certificate  of  survey  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Antoine  Soulard;  and  that  tlie  signature  to  the  aflidavit 
by  James  Kankin,  on  the  back  of  said  plat  of  survey,  is  in  the  handwriting  of  said  Rankin. 

Claimant  produces,  also,  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Louis  Labeaume  to 
Fremon  Delauriere. — (Recorded  book  D,  pages  289  and  290.) 

David  Delaunay  saith  that  the  signatures  to  said  deed  are  in  the  handwriting  of  Louis  Li^beaume  and 
Fremon  Delauriere. 

Albert  Tison  saith  that  ho  was  present  when  James  Rankin  surveyed  the  said  10,000  arpents  of 
land  at  the  time  stated  in  the  aflidavit;  that  he  saw  the  salt  furnaces  in  operation  by  Fremon  Delauriere; 
that  the  family  of  said  Delauriere  had  been  residing  on  said  saline  since  either  1801  or  1802,  in  fact,  a 
long  time  before  the  land  was  surveyed,  at  least  two  years  before;  that  they  made  a  great  quantity  of 
salt  at  said  works  for  the  supply  of  inhabitants;  that  they  sustained  losses  by  boats  upsetting  in  the 
Mississippi,  and  more  yet  in  Salt  river  itself;  that  at  the  beginning  of  their  undertaking  there  was  great 
danger  on  account  of  the  Indians;  that  they  were  obliged  to  fortify  themselves;  had  a  piece  of  cannon,  and 
were  several  times  threatened  of  being  attacked;  that  the  place  where  they  made  salt  was  the  extreme 
frontier  of  the  settlements;  that  by  this  undertaking  Fremon  Delauriere  was  reduced  to  poverty. — (See 
book  No.  6,  pages  32  and  33.) 

November  13,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Charles  Fremon  Delauriere,  for  himself  and  as  assignee  of  Louis  Labeaume,  claiming  10,000  arpents 
of  land. — (See  page  32  of  this  book  ) 

The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Charles 
Frdmon  Delauriere  and  Louis  Labeaume,  or  to  their  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — 
(See  book  No.  6,  page  324.) 

Coi[fUctiiig  claims. 

James  Hurley  and  James  Small,  by  letter  dated  May  16,  1833,  inform  the  board  that  James  Hurley 
owns  80  acres  of  land,  lying  on  said  claim,  by  purchase  from  the  United  States,  as  per  patent  dated  June 
1,  1829.  The  said  80  acres  is  lot  No.  5  in  northeast  fractional  quarter  of  section  3,  township  55,  range  5 
west;  and  tiiat  James  Small  is  also  owner  of  80  acres  of  land,  lot  No.  4,  in  northeast  quarter  of  section 
3,  township  55,  range  5  west,  as  per  certificate  of  the  land  oflice  at  Palmyra,  dated  December  10,  1828, 
No.  1065.     Both  lots  of  80  acres  each  said  to  lie  on  the  above  claim. 

James  Emison  and  John  Krigbaum,  by  letter  dated  May  29,  1833,  state  to  the  board  that  they  have 
purchased  of  the  United  States  the  following  tracts  of  land,  said  by  them  to  lie  on  the  above-named  C.  F. 
Delaurierc's  claim,  to  wit:  southeast  quarter  of  section  3,  township  55,  range  5,  160  acres;  east  half  of  the 
southwest  quarter  of  section  3,  township  55,  range  5,  80  acres;  lot  No.  1  in  the  northwest  quarter  of 
section  3,  township  55,  range  5,  80  acres;  the  west  half  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  3,  township 
55,  range  5,  80  acres;  and  the  west  half  of  the  southeast  (juarter  of  section  4,  township  55,  range  5,  80 
acres. 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  120. — James  Rkhakdsok,  claiming  400  arpenls. 

To   Don   Charlea  Dehauli  Delasms,  lieutenant  colonel,  attached  to  the  stationary  regiment  of  Louisiana,  and 

lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Louisiana: 

James  Richardson,  inhabitant  of  the  Marias  des  Liards,  father  of  a  numerous  family,  and  owner  of 
several  slaves,  settled  for  more  than  twelve  years  on  this  side  of  the  Mississippi,  and  one  of  those  who 
cultivate  on  the  largest  scale  in  this  country,  having  always  experienced,  since  his  settling  in  thesame, 
difficulties  in  disposing  of  his  produce,  for  which  one  can  get  in  exchange  (on  account  of  there  being  no 
way  of  exportation)  but  goods  at  exorbitant  prices,  he  had  formed  the  project  under  j'our  predecessor, 
Don  Zenon  Trudeau,  to  establish  a  distillery,  and  by  virtue  of  his  verbal  promise  to  grant  to  the  petitioner 
a  tract  of  land  suitable  to  the  execution  "of  his  undertaking,  he  procured  the  stills  and  all  the  apparatus 
necessary  to  the  erection  of  a  distillery  on  a  large  scale,  but  a  serious  disease  prevented  him  from 
soliciting  of  Don  Zcnon  Trudeau  before  his  departure  the  fulfilment  of  his  promise. 

As  the  industry  of  the  petitioner  is  known  to  you,  and  that  the  truth  of  the  difficulties  above  mentioned 
is  notorious,  he  has  the  honor  to  supjilicate  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  grant  to  him  a  concession  for  a 
tract  of  land  of  400  arpents  in  superficie,  situated  on  the  river  Maline  at  the  end  of  the  concessions  of 
Messrs.  John  Brown  and  Alexander  Clark,  between  the  said  lands  and  the  road  leading  to  St.  Ferdinand,* 
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at  about   12  or   15   miles  in  a  N.NW.  direction   from  tliis   town,  plctlg-inL!;  himself  to  ostahlisli  the  ;  aid 
distillery  and  improve  the  land  in  the  term  prescribed  by  law.     The  petitioner  coniidini;-  in  yoiii-  jn.stice, 


hopes  to  deserve  this  favor  as  a  new  enconran-cnient  to  his  industry. 
St.  Louis,  Ikvcmhrr  15,  1799. 


J.\MES  1!!(JII.M;DS0X. 


St.  Loui.^  of  Ii.i.ixuis,  Dcccrnlicr  l(i,  1799. 
Ilavin.i;'  jjaid  due  attention  to  the  .I'nst  motives  alle.n'cd  by  the  ]ietiti(jner,  and  being-  convinced  that 
what  he  states  in  the  present  petition  is  true,  the  surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  party 
interested  in  possession  of  the  four  Inindrod  arpents  of  land  in  snperlicie  in  the  place  where  he  asks;  and 
afterwards  he  shall  make  out  the  plat  of  survey  with  his  certilicate,  in  order  to  serve  to  solicit  the  con- 
cession from  the  intendant  general  of  these  provinces,  to  wliom  alone  corresponds,  liy  order  of  ins  Majesty, 
the  distributing-  and  granting  all  classes  of  hinds  of  tlje  rovul  domain. 

CAKLOS  DEll.M'LT  DELASSUS. 


IJegistercd  at  the  request  of  the  interested. — (Book  No.  2,  folios  5  and  (>.) 
Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  May  23,  1833. 
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No. 


Name  of  original 
claimant. 


120     James  Richardson 


Quantity,  \  Nature  and  date  of       By  whom  granted, 
in  arpents  claim. 


400 


Concession,  IGtli 
December  1799. 


Carlos     Dehault 
Delassus. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and  situation. 


[lecial   location  12  or  15   miles 
N.NW.  from  St.  Louis. 


Evidence  icilh  nferencr  to  minules  and  rccoirh. 

Januarij  30,  1809. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  P5.  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates,  commissioners. 

Jarncs  Richardson,  claiming  400  arpents  of  land  situate  on  the  river  Maline,  district  of  St.  Louis, 
produces  to  the  board  a  concession  from  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  for  the  same, 
dated  December  16,  1799;  a  plat  of  survey  taken  February  20,  1806,  and  certified  February  24,  same  year. 

David  Mustek,  sworn,  says  that  about  nine  or  ten  years  ago  claimant  built  a  still-house  on  the  land 
claimed,  and  distilled  in  it  about  three  j^ears,  and  fenced  in  about  one  and  a  half  acre  of  ground. 

Laid  over  for  decision, — (See  book  No.  3,  page  454.) 

July  li,  1810. — B(jard  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

James  Richardson,  claiming  400  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  Xo.  3,  page  454.) 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  Ijook  Xo.  4,  page  435.) 

April  9,  1833. — F.  R.  Conwaj',  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

James  Richardson,  by  his  legal  representatives,  claiming  400  arpents  of  land,  situate  on  the  river 
Maline,  (see  record  book  B,  pages  304  and  404;  minutes  No.  3,  page  454;  Xo.  4,  page  435,)  produces  a 
jjaper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  December  16,  1799; 
also  a  copy  of  the  survey. 

William  Campbell,  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  the  tract  of  land  here  above  mentioned;  tliat,  in 
1799  or  1800,  deponent  helped  Richardson  to  raise  a  building  intended  for  a  distillery;  that,  to  his  knowl- 
edge, the  said  Richardson  distilled  liquors  there  for  three  seasons  in  succession  from  tiie  time  he  built  the 
said  house;  that,  in  1802  or  1803,  deponent  saw  corn  growing  in  a  small  lot;  that  the  said  Richardson 
kept  his  stock,  hogs,  &c.,  on  said  place;  and  that  from  tlie  time  it  was  first  settled  it  has  been  inhabited 
or  held  by  or  through  said  Richardson  ever  since. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  svvorn,  says  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of 
Carlos  Dehault  Delassus. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  153.) 

November  13,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  \.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

James  Richardson,  claiming  400  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  153  of  this  book.) 

Tlie  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  James 
Richardson,  or  to  his  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  huuk  No.  6,  page  324.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 
L.  F.  LINN. 
F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  121. — Pierre  Delor,  claiming  400  arpenls. 

To  Don  Zenon  Trudeau,  captain  in  tlie  stalionartj  regiment  of  Louidana,  lieutenant  governor,  and  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  ivedern  p)art  of  Illinois : 

Pierre  Delor,  captain  commanding  tlie  militia  of  the  village  of  Carondelet,  supplicates  very  humbly, 
and  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  you,  that  he  would  wish  to  make  an  establishment  near  the  river  Aux 
Gravois,  on  the  road  leading  from  St.  Louis  and  the  village  of  Carondelet  to  the  saline  of  the  Maramec; 
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and  liaviiif;-  found  a  place  corresponding  to  bis  wishes,  he  claims  of  your  goodness  that  j'OU  will  grant  to  him 
the  concession  of  tlio  said  place,  having  ten  arpents  in  front  by  forty  arpents  in  depth;  the  said  tract  being 
situated  at  a  turn  of  the  said  river  Aux  Gravois,  on  the  side  of  the  village  of  Caroudelet,  which  turn  runs 
for  the  space  of  about  ten  arpents  from  cast  to  west,  and  forty  arpents  from  north  to  south.  The  peti- 
tioner, desiring  to  secure  to  himself  the  property  of  the  said  tract,  has  recourse  to  your  goodness,  praying 
that  you  will  be  pleased  to  grant  the  concession,  and  secure  to  him  the  property  of  the  same  by  giving 
liim  titles  in  due  form,  in  order  that  he  may,  with  security,  make  thereon  the  improvements  rccjuired, 
according  to  custom,  as  be  wishes  to  begin  to  work  as  soon  as  you  will  please  grant  liim  the  concession. 
This  considered,  may  you  be  pleased,  sir,  to  grant  to  him  the  aforesaid  concession  of  ten  arpents  in 
front  by  forty  arpents  in  depth,  such  as  it  is  here  above  designated.  The  petitioner  shall  never  cease  to 
pray  Heaven  for  your  conservation. 

PIERRE  +  DELOR. 

mark. 


St.  LoL'is,  December  4,  ITJO. 


St.  Louis,  December  C,  1796, 

The  surveyor  of  this  jurisdiction  sliall  put  Mr.  Delor  de  Trcget  in  jiossession  of  the  land  which  he 
asks  in  the  place  and  in  the  shape  designated,  ]irovided  it  belongs  to  the  King's  domain,  and  is  not  preju- 
dicial to  any  other  concession  heretofore  granted. 

ZENON  TRUDEAU. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  May  24,  1833. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 

Name  of  original 
claimant. 

Quantity, 
in  arpents. 

Nature  and  date  of  claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and  situa- 
tion. 

121 

Pierre  Delor. 

400 

Concession,    December 
6,  1796. 

Zeuon  Trudeau. 

Jos.  C.  Brown,  deputy  surveyor; 
May,  1821;  township  44  north, 
range  6  east. 

Evidence  uith  reference  to  minutes  and  recoi'ds. 

April  12,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  P.  R.  Conway,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
commissioners. 

Pierre  Delor,  claiming  ten  arpents  of  land  in  front  by  forty  arpents  in  depth,  on  the  river  Aux 
Gravois,  a  special  location,  (see  record  book  F,  page  96;  Bates's  Decisions,  No.  5,  page  102,)  produces 
a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from  Zenou  Trudeau,  dated  Gtb  December,  1796;  also  a 
plat  of  survey,  dated  May,  1821,  by  Jos.  C.  Brown. 

John  Boli,  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  was  present  when  Jos.  C.  Brown  surveyed  a  tract  of  land  from 
Pierre  Delor,  on  river  Aux  Gravois;  that  near  the  main  road  he  was  several  times  shown  a  tree  said  to 
be  the  corner  of  said  land  as  before  survej'ed,  and  that  in  running  the  lines  he  saw  trees  marked  with 
old  blazes;  and  he  heard  of  said  Delor  and  others  that  these  old  lines  were  run  by  Bouvet,  who  was 
commissioned  surveyor  at  the  date  of  the  concession;  that  said  Delor  was  a  Spanish  officer,  and  acted  as 
connnandant  at  his  father's  decease,  and  he  (the  deponent)  served  under  him. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  154.) 

April  17,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  A.  G.  Harrison,  F.  R.  Conway, 
commissioners. 

In  the  case  of  Pierre  Delor,  claiming  ten  by  forty  arpents  of  laud. — (See  page  154  of  this  book.) 

Joseph  C.  Brown,  duly  sworn,  says  that  ho  made  the  survey  of  the  land  above  mentioned;  that  John 
Boli  was  along,  with  several  other  neighbors,  for  the  purpose,  he  thinks,  of  showing  the  laud  as  claimed 
by  the  proprietor. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  156.) 

November  13,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conwaj',  commissioners. 

Pierre  Delor,  claiming  400  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  156  of  this  book.)  The  board  are  unani- 
mously of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Pierre  Delor,  or  to  his  legal  represen- 
tatives, according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  325.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  122. — St.  YK.iix,  by  Ch.  Gkec.oire,  jr.,  claiming  25  by  60  arpents. 

To  Mr.  Fran<;ois  Valle,  cajitain,  civil  and  military  commandant  of  the  x>od  of  St.  Genevieve  of  Illinois  and 

dependencies  : 

Jacques  Marcelin  Cerand  Dehault  Delassus  de  St.  Vrain,  inhabitant  of  Illinois,  supplicates  very 
humbh',  and  has  the  lioncn-  of  re|iresenting  to  you,  that  having  attentively  and  carefully  visited  and 
travelled  over  the  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Genevieve,  and  particularly  that  part  called  the  sugar 
maple  groves,  (les  sucreries,)  distant  about  four  leagues  from  tlie  said  St.  Genevieve,  he  lias  made  the 
discovery  of  a  place  abundant  enough  in  pine  trees,  with  a  creek  emptying  (abordant)  into  the  river  Aux 
Vases,  and  suitable  to  erect  a  saw-mill  thereon;  that  this  same  place  having  never  been  granted  to  any 
person  whatsoever,  not  being  susceptible  of  anj'  kind  of  cultivation,  and  being  distant  from  tlie  usual 
place  from  which  the  inhabitants  habitually  draw  the  pine  timber  for  their  use,  and  the  petitioner 
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iiiteiiiliii.L;'  to  lu'^'in,  in  a  sliurt  time,  the  works  rclatixc  to  his  iiii|iroveiiient  ami  to  the  said  mill,  Iho 
completion  of  which  shall  lie  of  the  most  precious  utility  to  the  |)ulilic,  he  Hatters  himselt',  with  coiilideiice, 
tiiat  you  will  not  refuse  to  him,  sir,  the  concession  of  this  tract  of  land.  Therefore,  he  applies  to  you,  sir, 
praying'  you  nuij'  be  pleased,  for  the  olijcct  here  above-mentioned,  to  g'raut  to  iiim,  and  lieg-inning'  at  the 
northwest  angle,  or  tliereabout,  of  Mr.  St.  James  Beauvais' sugar  cauip,  (suererie,)  twenty-five  arpents  in 
front,  ruiuiing  towards  the  north,  by  sixty  arpents  in  depth.     In  so  doing,  &c. 

1)E  ST.  YRAIN,  D.  L.  S. 
St.  Genevieve,  February  12,  1797.  • 


St.  Louis,  November  '22,  1707. 
The  surveyor  of  this  jurisdiction,  Don  Antonio  Soulavd,  shall  put  Mr.  De  St.  Vrain  in  possession  of 
the  land  demanded  by  him  in  the  present  petition,  at  the  foot  of  which  he  shall  make  out  a  proces  verbal 
of  his   survey,  and    the   whole    to   be   returned    to  us  and  forwarded  t(j  the  commandant  general  of   the 
province,  who  will  determine  detinitively  upon  the  concession  of  said  laud. 

ZENON  TRUDEAU. 

Reg'istered  at  the  desire  of  Don  Pascual  Detclimendy,  jiroprietor  of  said  concession,  as  it  is  iiotoriou.s 
by  the  juridical  documents  annexed  to  said  memorial. 

SOULARD. 
Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  December  11,  1832. 

JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 

Name  of  original  claim- 
ant 

Quantity, 
in  arpents 

Nature  and  date  of  claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date, 
and  Bituatiou. 

122 

St.  Vrain 

1,500 

Concession,  Nov.  22,  1797 

Zenon  Trudeau . . 

Special. 

Evidence  ivilh  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

December  9,  1811. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates,  commissioners. 

Pascual  Detchmendy,  assigniee  of  Jacque  St.  Vrain,  claiming-  25  by  GO  arpents  of  land  situate  on  Mud 
river,  district  of  St.  Genevieve,  produces  notice  to  the  recorder.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this 
claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed — (See  book  No.  5,  pa.^e  498.) 

December  14,  1832. — F.  R.  Conway,  esquire,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

St.  Vrain,  by  his  legal  representative,  Charles  Gregoire,  claiming  1,500  arpents  of  land,  (see  book 
No.  5,  page  498;  record  D,  page  360,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  coucessiiia  from 
Zenon  Trudeau,  dated  November  22,  1797. 

The  following  additional  testimony  was  taken  in  the  foregoing-  case,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution 
of  this  board  of  the  10th  of  October  last: 


St.  Genevieve,  Missouri,  November  1,  1832. 

Jacques  Marcelin  Cerand  Deiiault  Delassus  do  St.  Vrain,  by  his  legal  I'epresentative,  Charles  Greg'oire, 
junior,  claiming  1,500  arpents  of  land  situated  on  the  waters  of  the  river  xVux  Vases,  in  the  former  district 
of  St.  Genevieve,  in  pursuance  of  and  by  virtue  of  a  concession  heretofore  filed  with  the  former  commis- 
sioners; when  Bartholomew  St.  Gemme  personally  appeared  before  Lewis  F.  Linn,  one  of  the  commissioners 
appointed  to  finally  settle  and  adjust  land  claims  in  Missouri,  and  authorized  by  the  said  board  of  commis- 
sioners to  receive  testimonj'  in  this  behalf,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saitli  that,  in  the  year 
1797,  he,  the  said  dejionent,  was  making  sugar  at  a  sugar  orchard  belonging  to  his  father;  that  then  and 
there  the  above-named  Jaccjues  M.  C.  Dehault  Delassus  came  and  requested  to  know  where  the  lines  of 
his  said  father's  claim  were  run,  as  he  wanted  to  examine  the  creek  in  and  about  that  neighborhood,  to 
see  if  he  could  not  find  a  suitable  place  for  a  mill-scat;  that  he  proceeded  on  that  examination,  (after  he 
had  been  shown  the  supposed  lines  of  said  deponent's  father,)  and  deponent  understood  that  said  Delassus 
obtained  a  grant  or  concession  of  a  tract  adjoining  that  of  deponent's  father  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  said 
Trudeau  being  then  governor  of  tapper  Louisiana,  and  that  it  was  well  understood  at  that  time,  and 
alwaj's  has  been,  that  said  tract  was  claimed  under  said  g-rant  by  the  said  Delassus  De  St.  Vrain  and  his 
legal  representatives.  This  deponent  further  saith  that  ho  is  well  acquainted  with  the  handwriting-  of 
Zenon  Trudeau,  late  governor  of  Upper  Louisiana;  that  he  has  often  seen  him  write,  and  that  the  conces- 
sion here  shown  for  1,500  arpents  of  land,  dated  November  22,  1797,  and  the  signature  thereto,  are  in  the 
proper  handwriting- (jf  said  Zenon  Trudeau;  that  he  is  also  well  acquainted  with  the  handwriting-  of 
Antonio  Soulard,  late  surveyor  general  of  Upper  Louisiana;  that  he  has  often  seen  him  write,  and  that 
the  signature  to  the  certificate  annexed  to  said  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of  said  Soulard. 

B.  ST.  GEMME. 

L.  F.  LINN. 
(See  book  No.  6,  pages  75  and  76.) 

November  13,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  (i.  Harrison 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Jacque  St.  Vrain,  claiming-  1,500  arpents  of  land. — (See  pages  75  and  70  of  this  book.)  The  board 
are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Jacque  St.  Vrain,  or  to  his 
legal  representatives. — (See  book  No.  0,  page  325.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 
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No.  123. — Louis  Courtois,  jr.,  claiming  1,056  ai-pcnts. 

To  Bun  Charles  Dehaull  I)flas.-iu.%  lieulenanl  colonel,  attached  to  the  stationary  regiment  of  Louisiana,  and 
lieutenant  governor  of  the  upper  part  of  the  same  province  : 

Louis  Courtois,  jr.,  has  the  honor  to  submit  that,  being-  on  the  eve  of  establishint;'  himself,  lie  would 
wi.sh  to  obtain  the  concession  of  a  sufficient  quantity  of  land  for  the  cultivation  he  intends  to  do,  and  the 
settling-  of  a  grazing  farm.  Tlierefore,  and  nut  to  be  prejudicial  to,  or  prejudiced  by,  any  person,  he  has 
made  ciioice,  with  the  verbal  consent  of  your  predecessor,  of  a  tract  of  land  situated  on  the  left  shore  of 
Maramec,  at  69  miles  of  its  mouth,  in  wliich  place  he  has  the  honor  to  supplicate  yon,  with  all  due  respect, 
to  have  tiie  goodness  to  grant  to  him  one  league  square  of  laud  in  snperlicie,  or  1,056  arpents,  to  be  taken 
from  the  river  Aux  Gravois,  ascending  Maramec  as  far  as  the  land  of  Louis  Courtois,  senior;  so  that  said 
tract  will  be  bounded  on  the  lower  part  by  tlie  river  Aux  Gravois,  and  on  the  upper  part  by  the  land  of 
the  above-named  L.  Courtois,  sen.  Your  petitioner  hopes  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  consider  that 
the  tract  of  land  he  solicits  is  entirely  insulated,  and  can  oflTer  him  hopes  of  utility  only  at  a  very  remote 
time.  Besides,  that  it  is  advantageous  to  the  government  to  have  settlements  on  the  upper  part  of  tiie 
river,  to  give  notice  to  the  settlors  on  the  lower  part  when  the  parties  of  Indians  of  the  Osage  nations  do 
scatter  themselves  in  the  country.  Your  petitioner,  full  of  confidence  in  your  justice,  hopes  that  you  will 
be  pleased  to  take  in  consideration  the  great  lengtii  of  time  since  his  family  has  been  settled  in  the  country, 
and  that  all  of  them  have  rendered  themselves  worthy  of  the  benevolence  of  the  government  by  their 
lidelity  and  submission;  particulars  which  cause  him  to  believe  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  do  justice  to 
his  demand  in  a  maimer  favorable  to  the  accomplishment  of  his  views. 

DE  COURTOIS,  Jr.,  his  +  mark. 

St.  Louis,  December  15,  1199. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  December  15,  1199. 

Having  seen  the  foregoing  statement,  and  being  informed  that  the  petitioner  has  sufficient  means  to 
work  and  make  use  of  the  land  he  solicits,  and  that  he  is  considered  as  a  man  of  good  character,  I  do 
grant  to  him  and  his  heirs  the  tract  of  land  which  he  solicits,  if  it  is  not  prejudicial  to  anybody,  and  the 
surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  piarty  interested  in  possession  of  the  quantity  of  land  he  asks 
for,  in  the  place  indicated;  after  which  he  will  draw  a  plat,  which  he  shall  deliver  to  the  said  interested 
party,  with  his  certificate,  to  serve  to  him  to  obtain  the  concession  and  title  in  form  from  the  intendant 
general,  to  whom  alone  corresponds,  (belongs,)  by  royal  order,  the  distributing-  and  granting  all  classes 
of  lands  belonging  to  the  royal  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 


A  true  translation.     St.  Louis,  October  20,  1832. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 

Name  of  original 
claimant. 

Quantity, 
in  arpents. 

Nature  and  date  of  claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 

123     Louis  Courtois,  jr. . 

1,056 

Concession.  Decem- 
ber 15,  1199. 

Carlos    Dehault 
Delassus. 

On  the  Maramec,  69  miles  from 
its  month.  A  special  location. 

Evidence  ivith  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

October  8,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  William  Updyke,  F. 
R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Louis  Courtois,  jr.,  claiming-  1,056  arpents  of  land,  (see  record  book  E,  pages  211  and  218,  it  being  a 
special  location,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  concession  from  C.  D.  Delassus,  dated  December 
15,  1199. 

Pascal  Cerrti,  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  the  handwriting  of  Carlos  D. 
Delassus,  and  that  the  signature  to  the  certificate  of  record  of  said  concession  is  the  handwriting  of  Antoine 
Soulard.     (This  claim  has  not  been  acted  upon  by  the  former  board.) — (See  book  No.  6,  page  13.) 

November  13,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Louis  Courtois,  jr.,  claiming  1,056  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  13  of  this  book.)  The  board  are 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Louis  Courtois,  or  to  his  legal 
representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  325.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  124. — Fr.\n5ois  Moreau  and  Antoine  Marechal,  claiming  300  arpents. 

To  the  lieutenant  governor  of  tlie  icestern  jMrt  of  Illinois : 

Sir:  Francois  Moreau  and  Antoine  Marechal  have  the  honor  to  represent  that,  having  under  their 
charge  several  old  men  who  are  unable  to  cultivate  the  soil,  but  are  yet  strong  enough  to  take  care  of 
cattle,  they  would  wish  to  place  them  upon  a  vacant  piece  of  laud,  at  about  one  league  to  the  eastward  of 
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tlie  villag-c  of  .St.  Ffnlinand,  adjoining;  the  land  grantt'd  to  Mr.  Fran(;oi.s  Dnnt'gan;  tliercfore  they  supplicate 
you  to  grant  to  them  fifteen  arpents  in  front  from  east  to  west,  In*  twentj-  arpents  in  depth,  in  order  that 
they  may  immediately  form  their  establishment.     Favor  which  they  iiope  of  your  protection. 

t  t 


St.  L(U-is,  Noivmhrr  20,  1796. 

The  surveyor  of  this  jurisdiction  shall  put  the  petitioners  in  possession  (jf  the  fifteen  arpents  of  land 
in  fnmt  hy  twent_y  in  depth,  in  tiie  place  demanded  by  them,  and  shall  remit  to  us  his  proces  verbal  of 
survev,  to  be  able  to  deliver  the  concession  in  form  to  the  interested. 

ZENON  TRUDEAU. 


Recorded,  No.  23. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  December  U,  1832. 


MAC  KAY. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No.  iNamcs  of  original  claimants 


124 


Francois  Moreau  and 
Antoinc  Marechal. 


Quantity,  'Natureand(lat«  of  claim.     By  whom  grantcJ. 
in  arpents.  j 


300 


Concession, 
20,  1796. 


Nov.      Zemin  Trudeau . 


By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 


ecial. 


Evidence  vith  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

Se])temher  29,  1808. — Board  met.  Present:  The  honorable  J.  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and 
Frederick  Bates. 

Edward  Ileamstead,  assignee  of  Antoine  Marechal,  and  Mar\-  Catherine  Tibeau,  his  wife,  for  himself 
and  the  heirs  of  Francois  Mrireau,  deceased,  claiming  300  arpents  of  land  situate  near  the  village  of  St. 
Ferdinand,  district  of  St.  Louis,  produces  to  the  board  an  order  of  survey  for  the  same  from  Don  Zenon 
Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor,  to  Antoinc  Marechal  and  Frangois  iloreau,  dated  November  20,  1796;  also 
a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Antoine  Marechal  and  Mary  Catherine  Tibeau,  his  wife,  to  Edward  Heamstead, 
one  of  the  claimants,  for  their  part  of  said  claim,  dated  February  7,  180.5. 

Antoine  Soulard,  sworn,  says  that  he  knew  Antoine  Marechal  and  Frangiis  Moreau;  that  they  resided 
in  the  village  of  .St.  Ferdinand  from  the  year  1796  to  1803.  and  were  the  heads  of  families,  and  were 
farmers.     Laid  over  for  decision. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  271.) 

June  14,  1810. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Edward  Heamstead,  assignee  of  Antoine  Marechal  and  Marj-  Catherine  Tibeau,  his  wife,  for  himself, 
and  the  heirs  of  Francois  Moreau,  claiming  300  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  271.)  It  is  the 
opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  381.) 

Novemher  29, 1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  Lewis  F.  Linn,  F.  R.  Conway, 
commissioners. 

Fran9ois  Moreau  and  Antoine  Marechal,  by  their  legal  representatives,  Edward  Heamstead's  heirs 
and  devisees,  claiming  15  by  20  arpents  of  land,  (see  book  D,  page  228;  No.  3,  page  271,  and  No.  4, 
page  381,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant 
governor,  dated  November  20,  1796;  also  a  deed  of  conveyance. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  said  concession  is  in  the  handwriting  of  the 
said  Zenon  Trudeau. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  66.) 

November  13,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Francois  Moreau  and  Antoine  Marechal,  claiming  300  arpents  of  land. — (,*ee  page  66  of  this  book.) 
The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  tliis  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Francois  Moreau 
and  Antoine  Marechal,  or  to  their  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6, 
page  326.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  12.5. — Francois  Lacombe,  claiming  400  arpents. 

Don  Carlos  DehauU  Delassus,  lieutenaTii  governor  of  Upper  Louisiana : 

Sir:  Francois  Lacombe  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  you  that  he  wishes  to  establish  himself  in  the 
upper  part  of  this  province,  where  he  has  been  residing  for  some  time;  therefore  the  petitioner  has 
recourse  to  your  goodness,  praying  that  you  may  be  pleased  to  grant  to  him  a  tract  of  land  of  four  hun- 
dred arpents  in  superficie,  to  be  taken  on  the  vacant  lands  of  the  King's  domain,  in  the  place  which  will 
appear  most  convenient  to  the  interests  of  your  iietitioner,  who  presumes  to  hope  this  favor  of  yunr  justice. 

FRANCOIS  LACOMBE. 

St.  Lons,  February  24,  1800. 
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St.  Loris  of  Illinois,  Fehruarij  26,  1800. 

Boino-  assured  that  the  ]ietitioiicr  lias  .sufficient  means  to  improve  the  lands  petitioned  for,  I  do  grant 
to  him  and  his  heirs  the  land  which  he  solicits,  in  case  it  is  not  prejudicial  to  any  one;  and  the  surveyor, 
Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  interested  in  possession  of  the  quantity  of  land  which  he  asks,  in  a 
vacant  place  of  the  royal  domain;  and  this  being  executed,  he  shall  draw  a  plat  of  survey,  delivering  the 
same,  with  his  certificate,  to  the  party,  in  order  to  serve  to  him  to  obtain  the  title  in  form  from  the  inten- 
dant  general,  to  whom  alone  corresponds,  by  royal  order,  the  distributing  and  granting  all  classes  of  lands 
of  the  royal  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  December  22,  1832 
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No. 


125 


Name  of  original 
claimant. 


Fran9ois  Lacombe. 


Quantity, 
in  arpents. 


400 


Nature  and  date  of  claim. 


Concession,  Feb.  26,  1800, 


By  whom  granted. 


By  whom  surveyed, 
date,  and  situation. 


Carlos  Dehault  Delassus . 


Evidence  with  reference  to  minuter  and  records. 

November  28,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  F.  R.  Conway, 
commissioners. 

Franijois  Lacombe,  by  Manual  Lisa's  representatives,  claiming  400  arpents  of  land,  (sec  record  book 
D,  page  232,)  produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus, 
dated  February  26,  1800;  also  a  deed  of  conveyance  for  same. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  signature  to  said  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of 
Carlos  Dehault  Delassus. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  60.) 

November  13,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  E.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Fran9ois  Lacombe,  claiming  400  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  60  of  this  book.)  The  board  are  unani- 
mouslj'  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Fran9ois  Lacombe,  or  to  his  legal  repre- 
sentatives, according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  326.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  126. — J.iMES  Journey,  claiming  400  arpents. 

To  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  colonel,  attached  to  the  stationary  regiment  of  Louisiana,  and  lieu- 
tenant governor  of  Upper  Louisiana,  d-c.  : 

James  Journey,  C.  R.,  a  good  farmer  and  an  honest  man,  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  you  that  he  is 
settled  in  the  district  of  St.  Charles,  of  Missouri,  with  the  permission  of  the  government;  he  supplicates 
you  (considering  the  means  with  which  he  is  provided,  as  well  in  cattle  as  in  implements  of  husbandry 
and  other  goods,)  to  grant  to  him  a  piece  of  land  of  400  arpents  in  superficie,  at  the  same  place  which  he 
has  chosen.  The  petitioner,  having  no  other  views  but  to  live  as  a  peaceable  and  submissive  cultivator 
of  the  soil,  hopes  of  your  justice  the  favor  which  be  solicits. 

JAMES  JOURNEY. 

St.  ANDRfe,  September  14,  1199. 

Be  it  forwarded  to  the  lieutenant  governor,  with  information  that  the  statement  here  above  is  true, 
and  that  in  every  point  of  view  the  petitioner  deserves  the  favor  he  solicits. 

SANTIAGO  MACKAY. 
St.  Andre,  Scpteynbcr  14,  1199. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  September  21,  1799. 

By  virtue  of  the  foregoing  information  from  the  commandant  of  St.  Andre,  the  Captain  Don  Santiago 
Mackay,  and  as  we  are  assured  that  the  petitioner  possesses  sufficient  means  to  improve  the  lands  which 
he  solicits  in  the  time  prescribed  by  the  regulation  of  the  governor  general  of  this  province,  the  surveyor, 
Don  Antouio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  interested  party  in  possession  of  the  400  arpents  of  land  in  superficie, 
in  the  same  place  indicated  in  this  jietition;  which  lieing  done,  he  shall  draw  a  plat,  delivering  the  same 
to  the  party,  with  hi.s  certificate,  to  serve  to  the  said  party  to  obtain  the  concession  and  title  in  form  from 
the  intendant  general  of  these  provinces,  to  whom  alone  belongs,  by  royal  order,  the  distributing  and 
granting  of  all  classes  of  lands  of  the  royal  domain. 

^    ,  CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 

Iruly  translated.     St.  Louis,  December  5,  1832. 

JULIUS  DE  MUN. 
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No. 


Name  of  original  claimant  ,  Quantity, 
arpents. 


Nature  and  date  of  claim.       By  whom  granted.    By    whom    surveyed,    date, 

situation. 


126 


James  Journev 


400 


Conccssidii,  SeptenibtT 
21,  17'.i'.t. 


Carlos  Dehault 
Dclassiis. 


Evidence  icith  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

October  15,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  \V.  Updyke,  F.  R,  Con\va_y, 
commissioners. 

James  Journey,  claiming  400  arpents  of  land,  (sec  book  F,  page  104;  Bates's  report,  page  103,) 
produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  concession  from  ('arlos  Delassus,  dated  September  21,  1799;  also  a 
translation  of  said  concession  signed  by  said  Delassus. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  said  concession  is  the  handwriting  of  Carlos 
D.  Delassus,  and  that  the  signature  to  the  recommendation  attached  to  said  concession  is  that  of  James 
Mackay. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  22.) 

Novemt)er  13,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A,  (t.  Ilarrison, 
F.  E.  Conway,  commissioners. 

James  Journey,  claiming  400  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  22  of  this  book.) 

The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  clainr  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  James 
Journev,  or  to  his  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  fi,  page  326.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 
L.  F.  LINN. 
F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  127. — Louis  Bissoxet,  claiming  2  b>j  20  arjyrnts. 

To  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Illinois: 

Sir:  Louis  Bissonet,  an  inhabitant  of  this  town,  -with  due  respect  appears  before  you,  and  says  that 
not  having  a  sufficient  quantity  of  land  to  maintain  his  family  he  has  recourse  to  you,  in  order  to  obtain 
the  concession  for  a  tract  of  land  of  2  arpents  in  width  by  20  arpents  in  length,  situated  in  the  prairie 
called  the  White  Ox  prairie,  (Prado  del  Buey  Blanco,)  and  bounded  on  one  side  by  the  river  Gfingras, 
behind  by  a  creek  which  comes  down  from  the  hills,  and  on  the  other  two  sides  by  lands  which  are  not 
yet  conceded;  observing  to  you  tliat  he  will  leave  between  his  land  and  the  trees  which  cover  the  river 
Gingras  an  arpcnt  of  land,  and  on  the  side  of  the  creek  two  arpents,  as  being  entirely  untit  for  culti- 
vation.    Favor  winch  he  expects  of  j-our  ci[uitable  iustice. 

LOUIS  BISSONET,  his  +  mark. 

In  St.  Louis,  August  27,  1777. 

Having  examined  the  contents  of  the  foregoing  petition,  dated  August  27,  1777,  and  the  demand 
made  by  Louis  Bissonet,  an  inhabitant  of  this  town  of  St.  Louis,  who  has  stated  that  he  lias  not  land  in 
sufficient  quantity  to  make  the  sowings  necessary  for  the  support  of  his  family,  I  have  granted  and  do  grant 
to  him  in  full  pruperty,  for  him  and  his  heirs,  a  piece  of  laud  of  2  arpents  in  width  by  20  in  length,  situated 
in  the  prairie  called  the  White  Ox  prairie,  and  bounded  on  one  side  bj-  the  river  Gingras,  behind  by  a  creek 
coming  down  from  the  hills,  and  on  the  two  other  sides  by  lands  not  yet  conceded,  on  condition  of 
improving  said  land  in  one  year  from  this  day,  his  Majesty  reserving  to  himself  to  dispose  of  it  as  being 
his  domain  in  case  of  utility  to  liis  royal  service. 

Given  in  St.  Louis  of  Illinois  on  the  28th  of  August,  1777. 

FRANCISCO  CRUZAT. 

We,  Amos  Stoddard,  captain  of  artillery  and  first  civil  commandant  of  Upper  Louisiana,  for  the 
United  States  of  America,  do  certify  to  all  whom  it  ma^'  concern,  that  Mr.  Auguste  Chouteau,  merchant 
of  this  town,  lias  acquired  at  the  third  public  sale  (adjudication)  of  the  property  of  the  late  Genevieve 
Routier,  (who  died  widow  of  Louis  Bissonet,)  at  the  dour  of  the  church  of  this  town,  sundry  properties  as 
follows: 

One  piece  of  land  of  two  arpents  and  a  half  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  situated  in  the  grand  prairie 
of  the  Cxreat  Pond,  (Grand  Marais,)  which  had  been  bid  ofl' to  Michel  Fortin,  for  the  sum  of  $51,  and  has 
been  bid  off  this  time  to  Mr.  Auguste  Chouteau  for  the  sum  of  $52.     His  security.  Regis  Loisel. 

Another  detached  arpent  (arpent  detache)  of  land,  in  the  said  prairie,  which  had  been  bid  otf  to 
Mr.  Joseph  Lacroix  for  §15,  and  has  been  at  this  last  sale  adjudged  to  Mr.  Auguste  Chouteau,  for  the 
sum  of  $51.     His  security,  Mr.  Regis  Loisel. 

Another  piece  of  land  of  two  arpents  in  front,  conformably  to  the  decree  of  Mr.  Francis  Cruzat, 
dated  August  28,  1777,  containing  two  arpents  in  front  by  twenty  in  depth,  situated  in  the  Wliite  Ox 
prairie,  which  had  been  bid  off  to  Mr.  Joseph  Lacroix  for  $40,  and  has  been  at  this  last  sale  adjudged  to 
Mr.  A.  Chouteau  for  §180.     His  security,  Mr.  Regis  Loisel. 

The  above  sales,  made  in  favor  of  Mr.  Auguste  Chouteau,  have  taken  place  at  the  door  of  the  churcli 
of  this  town,  after  the  saying  of  tiio  parochial  mass,  at  which  there  was  a  great  assembly  of  people,  on 
the  22d  day  of  July  last. 

In  testimony  whereof  we,  commandant,  have  signed  the  present  document,  in  order  that  it  shall  be 
available  according  to  law. 

AMOS  STODDARD.  Civil  and  Ililitanj  Commandant,  Upper  Louisiana. 

St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  Sejitember  28,  1804. 

Truly  translated. 
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No. 

Name  of  original  claimant 

Quaiitit}', 
arpents. 

Nature  and  date  of  claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 

127 

Louis    Bissonet,    by 
the    lieirs    of    Au- 
giistc  Chouteau. 

40 

Concession,  28th  Au- 
gust, 1777. 

Francisco  Cru- 
zat. 

James  Mackay.    Certified 
bj-  him  28th  February, 
1806.     White  Ox  prai- 
rie. 

Evidence  with  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

Mai/  1,  180G. — Tlio  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  The  honorable  John  B.  C.  Lucas, 
Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  James  L.  Donaldson,  commissioner.s. 

Anguste  Chouteau,  assignee  of  Genevieve,  widow  of  Louis  Bissonet,  claiming  two  by  twenty  arpents 
of  land,  situate  at  the  Prairie  du  Bceuf  Blanc,  produces  a  concession  from  Francis  Cruzat,  dated  August 
28,  1777,  and  a  certificate  of  survey  of  the  same,  dated  February  28,  1806.  A  certificate  of  public  sale 
of  the  effects  and  property  of  the  said  Genevieve,  widow  as  aforesaid,  dated  July  22,  1804. 

Erailicu  Yostie,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  aforesaid  Bissonet  settled  the  said  tract  of  land  in 
the  year  1798,  by  building  a  cabin  thereon;  that  the  same  never  was  inhabited,  but  served  as  a  shelter 
when  the  said  Bissonet  went  on  the  said  land  to  make  ha}';  that  the  said  land  never  was  cultivated  nor 
under  fence,  but  was  appropriated  and  granted  for  the  sole  purpose  of  cutting  hay,  which  was  done  every 
year  by  the  owner. 

The  following  being  the  condition  on  which  the  aforesaid  tract  was  granted  in  the  words  of  the 
concession:  "  Con  condicion  de  cstahlecer  dim.  lierra  en  el  espacio  de  un  a/io  de  este  dia."  The  board  applied 
to  the  interpreter,  who  translated  the  same  as  follows:  "  On  condition  to  settle  the  said  land  within  the 
term  of  one  yeav  from  this  date." 

The  board  reject  this  claim,  the  said  tract  not  having-  been  settled  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the 
said  concession,  and  for  non-inhabitation  and  cultivation  prior  to  and  on  the  1st  day  of  October,  1800. — 
(See  book  No.  1,  page  258.) 

September  16,  1808 — Board  met.  Present:  The  honorable  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and 
Frederick  Bates,  commissioners. 

Anguste  Chouteau,  assignee  of  Genevieve,  widow  of  Louis  Bissonet,  claiming  two  by  twenty  arpents 
of  land,  situate  in  the  Prairie  Boeuf  Blanc,  district  of  St  Louis,  produces  to  the  board  a  concession  for 
the  same  from  Franijois  Cruzat,  lieutenant  governor,  to  Louis  Bissonet,  dated  August  28,  1777,  and  regis- 
tered in  book  of  registrj'  No.  3,  folio  12.     Laid  over  for  decision. — (See  bo(jk  No.  3,  page  252.) 

Februanj  21,  1809. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates,  commissioners. 

The  claim  of  Anguste  Chouteau,  assignee  of  Genevieve,  widow  of  Louis  Bissonet,  being  taken  up  by 
the  board  and  a  vote  being  taken  thereon,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  said  claim  ought  not  to  be 
confirmed.  This  claim  for  the  major  part  included  within  the  claim  of  the  widow  and  representatives  of 
Antoine  Moriu  this  day.     Confirmed. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  485.) 

October  9,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  W.  Updike,  F.  R. 
Conway,  commissioners. 

Louis  Bissonet,  by  the  heirs  of  Anguste  Chouteau,  claiming  40  arpents. — (See  record,  book  D,  page 
119;  book  B,  page  75.     See  minutes,  No.  1,  page  258;  No.  3,  pages  252  and  485.) 

Produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  original  concession  from  Francisco  Cruzat  to  Louis  Bissonet, 
dated  August  28,  1777;  also  a  document  purporting  to  be  an  adjudicated  sale,  certified  by  Amos  Stoddard, 
commandant  of  Upper  Louisiana,  of  said  tract  of  land,  among  others,  to  Anguste  Chouteau,  dated  Sep- 
tember 28,  1804;  also  a  certificate,  with  a  plat  of  survey,  dated  February  28,  1806,  signed  by  John 
Mackay. 

Pascal  Cerre,  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  the  handwriting  of  Fran- 
cisco Cruzat.  Ue  believes  the  signature  to  said  document  is  the  handwriting  of  Stoddard,  but  is  not  very 
sure  that  the  signature  to  the  survey  is  the  handwriting  of  James  Mackay. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  16.) 

November  13,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Louis  Bissonet,  claiming  40  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  16  of  this  book  )  The  board  remark  that, 
in  the  minutes  of  the  former  board,  it  is  there  stated  that  this  claim  interferes  with  the  claim  of  the 
widow  and  representatives  of  Antoine  Morin.  The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim 
ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Louis  Bissonet,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6, 
page  326.) 

Confiicting  claim. 

Conflicts  with  the  confirmed  claim  of  the  representatives  of  Antoine  Morin,  deceased. 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  128. — Etienne  St.  Pierre. 

To  Don   Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  colonel,  attached  to  the  stationary  regiment  of  Louisiana,  and 
lieutenant  governor  of  the  upper  pai't  of  the  same  province : 

Etienne  St.  Pierre,  having  for  a  long  time  resided  in  this  country,  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  you 
that  wishing  to  form  an  insulated  plantation,  in  order  to  cultivate  the  several  kinds  of  grains  which  this 
country  is  susceptible  to  produce,  and  establishing  also  a  stock  farm,  he  has  made  choice,  with  the  con- 
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sent  of  your  predecessor,  Don  Zcnon  Truilcan,  of  a  tract  of  vacant  land  on  tlie  rij^'lit  liank  of  the  Missouri, 
at  (It;  miles  from  its  mouth,  which  tract  is  to  he  bounded  as  foUows:  1st.  The  first  line  sliall  l)eji;in  at  the 
foot  of  the  hills  which  are  lower  down  than  the  mouth  of  Borj^'er  river,  ruuniuo;  parallel  to  said  river  to 
about  a  leag'ue,  more  or  U'ss,  from  the  point  of  departure;  thence,  by  another  line  which  shall  tie  run  to 
tiie  foot  of  the  hills  which  are  opposite  Malini^  island,  so  as  to  comprise  a  part  of  tiie  course  of  the  river 
and  the  bottom.  The  superficie  of  this  said  tract  shall  be  contained  in  an  obtuse  an,Li;le,  f<irmed  by  the 
two  above-mentioned  lines,  and  the  third  side  of  the  trian,i;-le  by  thi'  river  Missouri,  and  cannot  be  deter- 
mined bnt'after  the  leg-al  survey,  which  will  result  from  the  orders  which  yon  will  be  [ileaseil  to  give  on 
this  subject. 

Your  petitioner  respoctl'ully  claims  of  your  justice  that  you  will  };-rant  him  your  in-otection  in  the 
furtherance  of  his  views,  and  that  you  will  make  him  enjoy  the  same  favors  which  the  government 
generously  grants  to  all  his  Majesty's  subjects.  Having  no  other  views  but  to  live  as  a  peaceable  and 
submissive  cultivator  of  the  .soil,  he  hopes  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  do  justice  to  his  demand  in  a  way 
favorable  to  his  views. 

ETIENNE  ST.  PIERRE,  his  -f-  mark. 

As  witness  to  the  signature  :    A.vtonio  SorL.\UD. 

St.  Louis,  October  1,  1799. 


St.  Louis  of  Iu.ixois,  Oclober  8,  1199. 

Being  assured  that  the  petitioner  possesses  sufficient  means  to  imin-ove  the  land  which  he  solicits,  I 
do  grant  to  him  and  his  heirs  the  land  which  he  solicits,  if  it  is  not  prejudicial  to  anybody;  and  the  sur- 
veyor, Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  interested  party  in  possession  of  the  land  he  asks,  in  the  place 
designated;  and  this  being  executed,  he  shall  draw  a  plat  of  his  survey;  delivering  the  same  to  the  party, 
with  his  certificate,  in  order  to  serve  to  him  to  obtain  the  concession  and  title  in  form  from  the  intendant 
general,  to  whom  alone  corresponds,  by  royal  order,  the  distributing  and  granting  all  classes  of  lands  of 
the  royal  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 

Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  February  25,  1833. 
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No. 


128 


Name  of  original  claimant,  i  Quantity, 
in  arpents 


Etienne  St.  Pierre. 


Special 
location. 


Nature  and  date  of  claim. 


Concession,   Oct< 
8,   1199. 


By  whom  granted. 


Carlos  Dehault 
Delassns. 


By  whom  surveyed,  date,   and 
situation. 


Special  location. 


Evidence  xvith  reference  to  minuten  and  records. 

December  9,  1811. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates,  commissioners. 

Pierre  Chouteau,  assignee  of  Etienne  St.  Pierre,  claiming  a  tract  of  land,  beginning  at  the  foot  f>f  the 
hills  below  the  mouth  of  River  aBerger,  and  ascending  said  river  one  league,  and  including  the  Pointe  basso 
(bottom)  opposite  (Maline)  Jlill  island,  district  of  St.  Charles,  produces  record  of  concession  from  Delassus, 
lieutenant  governor,  dated  October  8,  1199;  record  of  a  transfer  from  St.  Pierre  to  claimant,  dated  Jan- 
uary 3,  1804.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  allowed. — (See  book  No.  5, 
page  495.) 

February  18,  1833. — F.  R.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Etienne  St.  Pierre,  by  his  assignee,  Pierre  Chouteau,  senior,  claiming  a  special  location,  of  which  a 
league  square  has  been  confirmed. — (See  record,  book  B,  page  510;  minutes,  No.  5,  page  495;  Bates's 
Decisions,  book  No.  3,  page  59,  wherein  a  league  square  is  confirmed.)  Produces  a  paper  purporting  to 
be  a  concession  from  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  October  8,  1199. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  in  the  true  handwriting 
of  Carlos  D.  Delassus. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  100.) 

November  15,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
and  F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

In  the  case  of  Etienne  St.  Pierre,  claiming  a  special  location  on  River  a  Berger,  Francois  Boucher, 
being  duly  sworn,  says  he  is  56  years  of  age;  that  he  has  travelled  up  and  down  the  Missouri  since  he 
was  a  young  man;  that  he  has  ascended  said  river  perhaps  forty  times;  that  he  believes  the  distance 
from  the  hills  below  Berger  river  to  the  hills  opposite  Maline  island  to  be  throe  leagues  in  following  the 
turn  of  the  Missouri,  which  makes  a  great  bond  at  that  place.  Witness  further  says  that  he  never  crossed 
Berger  bottom  by  land,  and  cannot  saj'  what  is  the  distance  in  a  straight  line. 

James  Gunsolis,  being  also  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  has  often  ascended  the  Missouri  in  keelboats  and 
steamboats,  and  that  he  believes  the  distance  to  bo,  from  the  hills  Ijolow  Berger  river  to  the  hills  op- 
posite Maline  island,  9  miles  more  or  less. 

Peter  Chouteau,  the  present  claimant,  personally  appeared  before  the  board,  and  states  that  the  line 
beginning  at  the  foot  of  the  hills  below  Berger  river  has  always  been  understood  to  be  one  league  in 
length,  although  tlie  petition  expresses  one  league,  more  or  less,  and  the  said  line  is  to  run  parallel  with 
the  general  course  of  said  Berger  river;  and  from  the  end  of  the  said  line  of  one  league  in  length  an- 
other straight  line  is  to  be  run,  to  strike  the  foot  of  the  hills  opposite  Maline  island,  whicli  foot  of  said  hills 
is  washed  by  the  Missouri,  and  the  (piantity  comprised  tietween  the  said  two  lines  and  the  Missouri  is  the 
quantity  claimed,  of  which  the  number  of  arpents  contained  in  a  league  square  has  been  conlirmed. — 
(See  Bates's  Decisions,  page  59.) 
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The  board  is  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  balance  of  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the 
said  Etienne  St.  rierre,  or  to  "his  kgal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6, 

l'''*'^  ^"^'  A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  P.  LINN. 
P.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  129. — John  St.  Cl.ure,  jr.,  claiming  G40  acres. 


No. 


129 


Name  of  original  claimant. 


John  St.  Claire,  jr. 


Quantity,  in 
arpt'nts. 


640 


Nature  and  ilate  of  claim. 


Settlement  right. 


By  wliom 

granted. 


By  wlxim  surveyed,  date, 
and  situation. 


Evidence  with  reference  to  minutes  and  recoi-ds. 

November  13,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  P.  Linn,  P.  R.  Conway, 
and  A.  G.  Harrison,  commissioners. 

John  Sinclaire,  jr.,  otherwise  called  John  St.  Claire,  otherwise  John  Senclare,  otherwise  called  John 
St.  Clare,  claiming  040  acres  of  land  situate  on  the  waters  of  St.  Prancis,  in  the  late  district  of  St.  Gene- 
vieve, now  county  of  Madison. — (See  record,  book  P,  page  13;  Bates's  Decisions,  page  97.)  The  follow- 
ing testimony  was  taken  before  L.  P.  Linn,  commissioner: 

State  of  ^Ussovva,  county  of  Madison: 

Thompson  Crawford,  a  witness  aged  about  forty-seven  years,  who  being  duly  sworn  as  the  law 
directs,  dcposeth  and  saitii  that  he  is  well  acquainted  with  the  original  claimant;  that  lie  came  to  this 
country,  then  the  province  of  Upper  Louisiana,  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1803;  that  he  was  then  a  young 
man  grown,  and  made  his  home  at  his  father's,  whose  name  was  also  John  St.  Claire.  Witness  also 
knows  the  land  claimed,  and  that,  in  the  early  part  of  the  3'ear  1804,  the  claimant  made  some  improve- 
ments on  the  land,  and  he  knows  cultivated  land  that  year,  but  whether  the  cultivation  was  on  the  land 
claimed  or  not,  witness  does  not  recollect;  and  that  the  land  claimed  has  been  inhabited,  improved,  and 
cultivated  ever  since. 

THOMPSON  CRAWFORD. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  L.  P.  Linn,  commissioner,  this  22d  October,  1833. 

LEWIS  P.  LINN,   Commissioner. 

And,  also,  came  John  Reaves,  a  witness  aged  about  seventy-three  years,  who,  also,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposeth  and  saith  that  he  well  knew  John  St.  Claire,  the  claimant;  that  he  came  with  the  claimant  to  the 
country  in  1803;  that  they  lived  a  while  together;  witness  knows  the  land  claimed,  and  knows  that  the 
claimant  settled  on,  improved,  and  cultivated  the  same  in  1803  and  1804;  that  the  Osage  Indians,  in 
1804,  drove  the  inhabitants  together,  where  they  made  a  common  defence  and  common  crop  in  that  year; 
and  witness  further  knows  that  the  land  has  been  actually  inhabited,  improved,  and  cultivated  ever  since. 

his 

JOHN  +  REAVES, 
mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  L.  E.  Linn,  commissision,  this  23d  October,  1833. 

L.  P.  LINN,  Commissioner. 

The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  640  acres  of  land  ought  to  be  granted  to  the  said  John 
St.  Claire,  or  to  his  legal  representatives  — (See  book  No  6,  page  328.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  P.  LINN. 

P.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  130. — D.^NiEL  Krytz,  claiming  234  arpents  and  36  jierches. 


No. 

Name   of  original  claimant 

Quantity,  in 
arpeuts. 

Nature  and  date  of  claim. 

By  whom 

granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 

130 

Daniel  Krytz 

234  30   p. 

Settlement  right. 

B. Cousin,  D.  S.,  7th  January, 

1806,   count(>rsigned  Anto- 
nio Sonlard,S.  G.;  on  waters 
of  Bird's  creek,  district  of 
Cape  Girardeau. 
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Evidence  irith  rr/ovncc  to  minutes  and  records. 

Maij  1,  1809. — Board  met.     Present:  Clement  B.  Penrose  ami  Frederick  Bates,  commissioners. 

Peter  Krytz,  lei;\atee  of  Dawalt  Krytz,  (Daniel  Crites, )  claiming-  two  hundred  and  thirty-four  arpcnts 
thirty-si.N;  perches  of  land  situate  on  waters  of  Bird's  creek,  district  of  Cape  (!irardcau,  produces  to  the 
board,  as  a  special  penuissiiin  to  settle,  list  B,  on  which  Dawalt  Ivryt/,  is  No.  28,  for  two  hundred  arpents ; 
a  plat  of  survey,  dated  January  7,  180(),  signed  B.  Cousin  and  countersig-ned  Antonio  Smdard,  surveyor 
general. 

The  following  testimony  in  the  foregoing  claim  was  taken  as  aforesaid  at  Cape  Girardeau,  Juno  2, 
1808,  by  Frederick  Bates,  commissionef: 

George  F.  Bollinger,  dul}'  sworn,  saj's  that  this  land  was  improved  in  the  year  1804,  in  October  or 
November;  cabin  built;  a  few  acres,  about  twelve  or  fourteen,  cleared,  enclosed,  and  cultivated;  constantly 
inhabited  and  cultivated  to  this  day.  Board  adjourned  till  Friday  next,  9  o'clock  a.  ni. — (See  book  No.  4, 
page  36.) 

February  19,  1810. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  15.  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates,  commissioners. 

Peter  Krytz,  legatee  of  Dawalt  Krytz,  (Daniel  Crites,)  claiming  two  hundred  and  thirty-four  arpents 
thirty-six  perches. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  36.)  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not 
to  be  granted. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  280.) 

November  1.5,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
and  F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Daniel  Crites,  claiming  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  situate  in  the  late  district  of  Cape  Girar- 
deau, now  count}'  of  Cape  Girardeau. — (See  book  No.  4,  pages  36  and  280.) 

The  following  testimony  was  taken  liefire  L.  F.  Linn,  conuiiissioner: 

State  of  Mi.5sorRi,  county  of  Madison : 

Daniel  Bollinger,  aged  about  eighty  years,  who,  being  duly  sworn  as  the  law  directs,  deposeth  and 
saith  that  he  is  well  acquainted  with  the  original  claimant,  Daniel  Crites  or  Crits;  that  said  claimant 
came  to  this  coivjitry,  then  tlic  province  of  Upper  Louisiana,  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1802;  witness  also 
knows  the  land  claimed,  and  knows  that  the  claimant  got  permission  of  Louis  Lorimier,  then  commandant 
at  Cape  Girardeau,  to  settle  lands,  and  witness  also  knows  that  the  claimant  settled  on  said  land  claimed, 
in  1803  or  early  in  1804,  and  then  built  a  good  house,  a  good  barn,  and  stables,  with  kitchen  and  out- 
houses; fenced  in  and  cleared,  in  1803  and  1804,  some  ten  acres  or  more,  and  cultivated  the  same  in  corn 
and  other  things  necessary  for  a  family.  Claimant  also  at  that  time  planteil  an  orchard;  claimant  had  a 
wife  and  seven  or  eight  children;  claimant  had  a  good  stock  of  horses,  cattle,  hogs,  &c.,  and  the  claimant 
has  actually  continued  to  inhabit,  improve,  and  cultivate  the  said  land  from  the  time  of  the  original  settle- 
ment to  the  present  daj-,  and  still  actually  resides  on  and  cultivates  the  same,  being  his  only  home  from 
the  time  he  came  to  the  country  to  the  present  day,  himself  and  such  of  his  family  as  remain  with  him  at 
home. 

DANIEL  +  BOLLINGER. 

mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  L.  P.  Linn,  commissioner,  this  23d  day  of  October,  1833. 

L.  F.  LINN,  Commissioner. 
(Sec  book  No.  6,  page  330.) 

The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  two  hundred  and  thirty-four  arpents  thirty-six  perches  of 
land,  being  the  quantity  originally  claimed,  ought  to  be  granted  to  the  said  Daniel  Krytz,  or  to  liis  legal 
representatives. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  331.) 

A.  G.    HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  131. — J.\coB  Walker,  claiming  982  arjjents  %b  perches. 


No. 

Name  of  original 
claimant. 

Quantity,  in  ar- 
pents. 

Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 

By  whom 
granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and  situation. 

131 

Jacob  Walker. 

982  arpents 
65  perches. 

Settlement  right. 

B.  Cousin,  deputy  survej'or;  received 
for   record  February  27,  1806,  by  A. 
Soulard,  survey^ir  general;  district  of 
Cape  Girardeau. 

Evidence  ivith  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

April  21,  1809. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Jacob  Welker,  (Walker,)  claiming  nine  hundreil  and  eighty-two  arpents  sixty-five  perches  of  land 
situate  on  the  waters  of  Canej'  creek,  district  of  Cape  Girardeau,  produces  to  the  board,  as  a  special 
permission  to  settle,  list  A,  on  which  claimant  is  No.  109,  for  three  hundred  arpents;  a  plat  of  survey 
signed  B.  Cousin,  and  certified  to  be  received  for  record  February  27,  1806,  by  Antoine  Soulard,  surveyor 
general. 

I'OI..  VI- 1  12   K 


890  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  1113. 


The  following  testimony  in  the  foregoing  claim,  taken  as  aforesaid  by  Frederick  Bates,  commissioner, 
at  Cape  Girardcan,  June  1,  1808:  .      xt  ,  ,  ,  ,  ■    n      ■, 

Leonard  Walker,  duly  sworn,  says  that  claimant  settled  in  1804,  in  November,  and  moved  his  family 
on  in  the  spring  following;  built  a  cabin  and  cultivated  about  six  acres  of  ground;  premises  constantly 
inhabited  and  cultivated  to  this  time. 

Laid  over  for  decision. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  12.) 

January  23,  1810. — Board  met.     Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 

commissioners.  .  ^  ,,,-,,      , 

Jacob  Walker,  claiming  nine  hundred  and  eighty-two  arpents  si.xty-fivo  perches  of  land.— (See  book 

I't  is'tlio  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  granted.— (See  book  No.  4,  page  2()4.) 

NoLvmbcr  15,  1833. — Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison,  and 
F.  R.  Conwav,  commissioners. 

Jacob  Walker,  by  his  heirs  and  legal  representatives,  claiming  nine  hundred  and  eighty-two  arpents 
si.xty-live  porches  of  land. — (See  book  No.  4,  pages  12  and  264. )_ 

The  following  testimony  was  taken  before  L.  F.  Linn,  commissioner: 

State  of  Missouri,  county  of  Cajx  Girardeau: 

Georo-e  T.  Bollinger,  aged  about  si.xty  years,  and  Joseph  Neswonger,  aged  nearly  fifty-four,  being  seve- 
rally duly  sworn  as  the  law  directs,  depose  and  say,  that  they  were  well  acquainted  with  Jacob  Walker, 
the  orio'inal  claimant;  that  he  came  to  this  country,  then  the  province  of  Upper  Louisiana,  now  State  of 
Missouri,  in  the  year  1199;  that  he  obtained  a  grant  or  permission  to  settle  from  Louis  Lorimier,  the  then 
Spanish  commandant  of  this  post;  they  also  knew  that  he  built  a  house  on  the  land  claimed  in  the  year 
1801,  and  cultivated  the  same  land;  and  that  the  said  hind  has  been  both  inhabited  and  cultivated  ever 

since. 

GEORGE  T.  BOLLINGER. 

JOSEPH  +  NESWONGER. 

murk. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed,  October  19,  1833.  ' 

L.  F.  LINN,  Commissioner. 

The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  si.x  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  ought  to  be  granted  to 
the  said  Jacob  Walker,  or  to  his  legal  representatives. — (Sec  book  No.  6,  page  332.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  132. — Thomas  Caulk,  claiming  400  arjjenis. 
To  Don  Charles  Dehaull  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor  and  commandant-in-cldef  of  Upper  Louisiana,  d-c.  : 

The  petitioner,  Thomas  Caulk,  has  the  honor  of  representing  to  you  that  he  is  inhabiting  this  side  (of 
the  Mississippi)  since  some  time,  and  has  settled  himself,  with  the  permission  of  the  government,  in  the 
district  of  St.  Charles,  and  farming  the  land  of  Richard  Caulk;  and  having  made  choice  of  a  piece  of  land, 
therefore  he  has  the  honor  to  supplicate  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  grant  to  him,  at  the  same  place,  the 
quantity  of  four  hundred  arpents  of  land  in  superficie,  a  quantity  which  is  necessary  to  comprehend  the 
wood  and  water  necessary.  The  petitioner,  having  the  means  of  improving  a  farm,  and  having  no  other 
view  but  to  live  in  submission  to  the  laws  and  gain  honestly  his  livelihood,  hopes  to  render  himself 
worthy  of  the  favor  which  he  solicits  of  your  justice. 

St.  Andri:,  March  3,  1800.  [No  signature.] 

Be  it  transferred  to  the  commandant-in-chief,  with  information  that  what  is  here  alleged  is  true,  and 
that  the  petitioner  is  worthy  of  the  favor  which  he  solicits. 

SANTIAGO  MACKAY. 
St.  Andee,  3Iarch  4,  1800. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  March  10,  1800. 
In  virtue  of  the  information  here  above  of  the  commandant  of  St.  Andre,  Captain  Don  Santiago  Mackay, 
the  surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  the  interested  in  possession  of  four  hundred  arpents  of  land 
in  superficie  in  the  place  he  asks  for;  this  quantity  is  corresponding  to  the  number  of  individuals  com- 
posing his  family,  according  to  the  regulation  made  by  the  governor  of  this  province;  and  when  this  is 
done,  he  will  draw  a  plat,  which  he  shall  deliver  to  the  party,  with  his  certificate,  to  serve  him  in  (jbtain- 
ing  the  concession  and  title  in  form  from  the  intendant  general  of  these  provinces,  to  whom  alone  corre- 
sponds the  distributing  and  granting  all  classes  of  lands  of  the  ro3'al  domain. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 


Don  Antonio  Soulard,  surveyor  general  of  the  settlements  cf  Upper  Louisiana.     ^  ■ 

1  do  certify  that  a  tract  of  land  of  four  hundred  arpents  in  superficie  was  measured,  the  lines  run  and 
bounded,  in  favor  and  in  presence  of  Thomas  Caulk,  jr. ;  this  measurement  was  done  with  the  perch  of 
Paris,  of  eighteen  feet  lineal  measure  of  the  same  city,  according  to  the  agrarian  mode  of  measurement 
in  this  province,  which  land  is  situated  three  miles  from  the  river  Missouri,  one  mile  and  a  half  below  the 
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river  Aux  0;iluincts  ami  about  oi,a;lity  milos  tn  tiio  northwost  of  tliis  town  of  St.  Louis;  bouiiilod  on  its  f(nir 
sides  as  follows;  iiortliwest  with  land  of  Uicliard  Caulk,  northeast  by  land  of  Don  Antonio  Sauyrin,  soutli- 
■wust  by  land  of  Richard  Caulk,  and  southeast  by  vaeatit  lands  of  the  royal  domain;  which  survey  and 
measurement  were  executed  without  regard  to  the  variation  of  tlie  ne(Mlle,  which  is  7'"^  iiO'  K.,  as  is  evident 
by  the  lig-urative  plat  here  above,  in  which  are  noted  the  dimensions,  directions  of  the  lilies,  other  bound- 
aries, &c.  This  surve_v  was  executed  by  virtue  of  the  decree  of  the  lieutenant  f;-overnor  and  sub-delegate 
of  the  fiscal  department,  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  March  10,  1800,  which  is  here  annexed.  In 
testimony  whereof  I  do  g-ive  the  present  with  the  figurative  jilat  here  above,  in  conformity  with  the  survey 
executed  by  the  deputy  surveyor.  Dim  Santiago  Mackay,  dated  the  I'Jth  of  February  of  this  present  year, 
and  which  he  signed  on  the  minutes,  all  which  I  do  certify. 

■  ANTONIO  SOU  LARD,  Surveyor  General. 
St.  Loris  of  Illixois,  JlarcJt  28,  1804. 


A  true  translation.     St.  Louis,  October  17,  1832. 
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No. 


132 


Name    of    original 
claimant. 


Thomas  Caulk. 


Quantity, 
in  arpents. 


•400 


Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 


Concession,  Mar.  10, 
1800. 


By  whom  granted. 


Carlos  DehauU  De- 
lassus. 


By    whom 


surveyed , 
situation. 


date,    and 


James  Mackaj',  Feb.  19,  1804; 
certified  by  Soulard,  March 
28,  1804;  3  miles  from  the 
Missouri  and  H  mile  below 
the  river  Calumet. 


Ecidence  icith  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

October  5,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  Lewis  F.  Linn  and  F.  R.  Con' 
way,  commissioners. 

Thomas  Caulk,  claiming  400  arpents  of  land. — (See  record,  book  D,  page  368.)  This  claim  has  not 
been  acted  upon  by  tlie  former  board.  Produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  concession  from  Carlos  Dehault 
Delassus,  dated  March  10,  1800,  and  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  survey,  taken  on  the  19th  of  Felu-uary, 
and  certified  the  2Sth  of  March,  1804,  by  Antoine  Soulard,  surveyor  general. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  the  said  concession  is  the  handwriting  of  Carlos 
Dehault  Delassus,  and  that  the  signature  to  the  survey  is  the  handwriting  of  Antoine  Soulard,  sm-veyor 
general.  The  claimant  refers  to  the  affidavits  of  James  Mackay  and  Antoine  Soulard,  taken  in  the  above 
case  of  Richard  Caulk;  also,  to  the  affidavit  (jf  Martin  AVood,  taken  before  Benjamin  Cottle,  justice  of  the 
peace,  dated  September  28,  1819. — (See  book  No.  0,  page  1.) 

Noeemher  13,  1833. — The  board  met  imrsnant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Thomas  Caulk  claiming  400  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  7  of  this  book.)  The  board  are  unanimously 
of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Thomas  Caulk,  or  to  his  legal  representatives, 
according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  G,  page  825.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 
L.  F.  LIXN. 
F.  R.  CONWAY 


No.  n 


-JoACHiN  Lis.4,  claiming  0,0o0  arpents. 


To  the  lieutenant  governor: 

Don  Manuel  de  Lisa,  inhabitant  and  merchant  of  New  Orleans,  for  the  present  in  this  town  of  St. 
Louis,  with  great  respect  represents  to  you  that  his  eldest  brother,  Don  Joachin  de  Lisa,  wishing  to  follow 
the  petitioner  and  settle  himself  in  the  same  place  where  the  petitioner's  residence  has  to  be,  implores 
your  justice,  in  order  to  obtain  a  concession  for  6,000  arjjcnts  of  land  in  siiperficie,  on  the  domains  of  his 
Majesty,  that  by  this  means  his  brother  may  dispose  of  and  sell  the  plantation  which  he  owns  in  New 
Orleans,  and  come  up  with  his  family  and  slaves  to  this  jurisdiction.  For  these  motives  the  petitioner 
supplicates  you  to  condescend  to  grant  to  his  said  brother  the  concessii.in  which  lie  solicits,  and  to  order 
that  the  place  where  you  shall  be  pleased  to  grant  be  designated — favor  which  your  petitioner  and  his 
brother  expects  of  your  well  known  justice.     May  God  preserve  your  life  many  years. 

MANUEL  DE  LISA. 

St.  Lon,s,  Jutg  16,   1799. 


St.  Lnri.s  Juhj  17,  1799. 

In  a  vacant  place,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Missouri,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  Don  Manuel  de  Lisa, 
the  surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  him  in  possession  of  6,000  arpents  of  land  in  superficie,  in 
favor  of  Don  Joachin  de  Lisa,  his  brother,  in  order  that,  according  to  the  proces  verbal  of  survey,  the 
title  of  concession  in  form  can  be  expedited  to  him;  in  the  meanwhile  the  interested  party,  from  this  time, 
may  disjiose  of  the  tract  of  land  which  is  chosen  as  being  his  own  property. 

ZENOX  TKUDEAU. 
Truly  translated.     St.  Loui.s,  December  26,  1832. 

JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


892 


PUBLIC    LANDS. 


[No.  1173. 


No. 

Name  of  original  claimant. 

Quantity, 
arpents. 

Nature  and  date  of  claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 

133 

•Tn-'icliiii  Lhsii      

0,000 

Concession,   July  17, 
1799. 

Zunon  Trudeau. 

Evidence  u-ith  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

August  22,  1806. — Mamicl  Lisa,  assignee  of  Joachin  Lisa,  claiming  6,000  arpents  of  land  by  virtue 
of  a  concession  from  Zencju  Trudeau,  (duly  registered,)  dated  the  17tliof  July,  1799,and  adeed  of  transfer 
of  the  same,  dated  the  8th  of  July,  1804. 

Jacquc  Clamorgan,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  was  present  at  the  lieutenant  governor's  housi; 
when  the  aforesaid  concession  was  given  to  claimant;  that  the  same  was  granted  at  the  time  it  bears 
date.     They  reject  this  claim. 

November  23,  1811. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates,  commissioners. 

.Manuel  Lisa,  assignee  of  Joachin  Lisa,  claiming  6,000  arpents  of  land  unlocated. 

Eugenio  Alvarez,  sworn,  says  that  the  father  of  Joachin  Lisa  came  to  this  country  v.ntli  him  (the 
witness)  at  the  time  the  Spaniards  took  possession  here;  that  said  Joachin  Lisa's  father  was  then  in  the 
service  of  Spain  and  died  in  the  service;  that  Joachin  Lisa  was  born  a  subject  of  Spain,  in  Spanish 
America,  and  has  resided  since  his  birth,  or  shortly  after,  in  Louisiana.  Laid  over  for  decision. — (Sec 
book  No.  3,  page  365.) 

July  9,  1810. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Manuel  Lisa,  assignee  of  Joachin  Lisa,  claiming  6,000  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  2,  page  33; 
book  No.  3,  page  365.)  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See 
book  No.  4,  page  421.) 

November  28,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  Lewis  F.  Linn,  F.  R.  Conway, 
commissioners. 

J(jacliin  Lisa,  by  Manuel  Lisa's  legal  representatives,  claiming  6,000  ar])ents  of  land. — (See  book  B, 
page  91;  minutes.  No.  2,  page  33;  No.  3,  page  365;  No.  4,  page  421.)  Produces  a  paper  purporting  to 
be  an  original  concession  from  Zenon  Trudeau,  dated  July  17,  1799,  and  a  deed  of  conveyance  for  the 
same. 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  said  concession  is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of 
the  said  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieutenant  governor. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  01.) 

November  6,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

In  the  case  of  Joachin  Lisa,  claiming  6,000  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  61  of  this  book.) 

John  P.  Cabanne,  duly  sworn,  saj's  that,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  Joachin  Lisa  came  to  this 
country  in  the  year  1800;  that  he  resided  in  this  town  with  his  family,  consisting  of  his  wife  and  four  or 
five  children;  that  he  thinks  said  Lisa  had  several  slaves,  but  cannot  say  how  many;  that  said  Lisa 
resided  in  this  place  from  1800  to  the  fall  of  1804,  at  which  time  said  Lisa  went  down  to  New  Orleans 
with  him,  the  deponent.  He  further  says  that  in  1792,  when  deponent  arrived  in  New  Orleans,  said  Lisa 
was  then  emplo3X'd  in  tlie  custom-house  in  said  place;  that  at  that  time  all  the  family  of  said  Lisa  was 
living  in  New  Orleans;  that  he  had  a  plantation  near  Bayou  St.  John,  and  that  he  sold  said  plantation 
before  he  came  to  this  country,  with  the  intention  of  settling  himself  as  a  farmer;  that  he,  the  deponent, 
first  came  to  this  country  in  1799,  and  was  married  in  1800,  and  has  resided  in  this  country  ever  since. 

Tiie  deponent  further  says  that  he  knew  that  Manuel  Lisa,  brother  of  claimant,  was  in  St.  Louis  in 
the  summer  of  1799,  and  that  the  signature  to  the  petition  asking  6,000  arpents  of  land  for  the  said 
Joachin  Lisa  is  in  tlio  proper  handwriting  of  the  said  Manuel  Lisa;  that  the  claimant,  Joachin  Lisa,  was 
the  elder  brother  of  said  Manual  Lisa. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  301.) 

November  15,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
P.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Joachin  Lisa,  claiming  6,000  arpents  of  land. — (Sec  pages  61  and  301  of  this  book.)  The  board  arc 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Joachin  Lisa,  or  to  his  legal 
representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  333.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  134. — Melchior  Aman  Michau,  elaiminr/  600  arpents. 

To  JJon  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Louisiana: 

Sii!:  Victor  St.  Amant  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  you  that  he  would  wish  to  make  an  establish- 
nicnt  in  the  upper  part  of  this  province;  therefore  he  prays  you  to  grant  to  him  a  tract  of  land  of  600 
arpents  in  superficie,  to  be  taken  on  the  vacant  lands  of  the  King's  domain,  in  the  place  which  shall  be 
niiiNt  advantageous  to  the  interest  of  vour  petitioner,  who  presumes  to  expect  this  favor  of  your  justice. 

MELCHIOR  AMAN  MICHAU. 

St.  Lons,  Maij  14,  1800. 
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St.  Lciuls  of  Illinois,  Mcvj  ]('>,  isOO. 

Wheroas  wo  arc  assiireil  that  the  petitioner  p(is.':rsscs  siifiicieiit  means  to  improvp  the  land  which  lie 
solicits,  I  do  grant  to  him  and  his  heirs  the  land  which  he  solicits,  provided  it  is  not  prejudicial  to  any- 
body; and  the  surveyor,  Don  Antonio  Sonlard,  shall  jiut  the  jiarty  interested  in  possession  of  the  quantity 
of  land  he  asks,  in  a  vacant  place  of  the  roj-al  domain;  which  being  executed,  he  shall  make  out  a  plat 
of  his  survey,  delivering  the  same  to  the  partj-,  with  his  certificate,  in  order  to  serve  to  him  to  obtain  the 
title  in  form  from  the  intendant  general,  to  whom  alone  corresponds,  liy  royal  order,  the  distributing  and 
granting  all  classes  of  lands,  &c. 

CARLOS  PEIIALLT  PELASSUS. 

I,  the  undersigned,  certify  that  on  the  l(ith  of  May,  in  the  year  1800,  it  is  to  Melchior  Michau,  as  it 
is  specified  in  my  foregoing  decree,  that  I   have  granted  the  tract  of  land  of  COO   arpents  in  superficic 
which  he  asked  for  in  his  petition,  under  date  of  May  14,  of  the  same  year. 
Given  in  St.  Louis,  July  14,  1818. 

CHS.  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 
Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  Mav  24,  1833. 

JULIUS  DE  MUX. 


No. 

Name  of  onginal  claimant. 

Quantity, 
in  arpents. 

Nature  and  date  of  claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and  sit- 
uation. 

134 

Melchior  Aman  Michau. 

GOO 

Concession,  May  16, 
1800. 

Carlos  Pehault 
Delassus. 

John  Harvey,  deputy  sur- 
veyor. Januarj'  15,  1806. 
Received  for  record  by 
Soulard,  surveyor  gene- 
ral, February  "28,  1806. 
District  of  St.  Charles. 

Evidence  ivilh  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

April  13,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  F.  R.  Conway,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
commissioners. 

Melchior  Aman  Michau,  claiming  600  arpents  of  land,  (see  book  B,  page  238,)  produces  a  plat  of  sur- 
vey received  for  record  by  Antonio  Soulard,  Februaiy  28,  1806;  and  as  evidence  in  support  of  said  claim 
produces  a  concession  purporting  to  be  from  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  16th  May,  1800,  at  the  foot 
of  which  there  is  a  certitlcate  of  said  Delassus,  dated  July  14,  1818,  by  which  it  appears  tliat  the  land 
was  granted  to  claimant,  and  not  to  J.  Michau,  as  appears  by  minutes,  book  5,  page  454. 

November  25,  1811. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates,  commissioners. 

James  Michau,  claiming  600  arpents  of  land  situate  in  the  district  of  St.  Charles,  produces  record  of 
a  plat  of  survey,  dated  15th  January,  and  certified  28th  February,  1806.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board 
that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  granted. — (Sec  book  No.  5,  page  454.) 

M.  P.  Le  Due,  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  signature  to  the  plat  of  survey  is  in  the  proper  handwriting 
of  Antonio  Soulard,  and  that  the  signatures  to  the  concession  and  to  the  certificate  are  in  the  projier  liand- 
writing  of  said  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  155.) 

Novemlier  15,  1833. — The  board  met  jiursuant  to  adjournment.  Present  :  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Melchior  Aman  Michau,  claiming  600  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  155  of  this  book.)  The  board  are 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Melchior  Aman  Michau,  or  to  his 
legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  333.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINX. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  135. — AuGUSTE  CHOUTE.A.r,  claiming  1,281  arpents. 

To  Mr.Cliarles  Dehault  Delas.-!us,  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  ormij  and  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Louisiana,  dc: 

Sir  :  Auguste  Chouteau  humbly  prays,  and  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  j-ou,  that  wishing  to  estab- 
lish in  tins  town  a  manufactory  suitable  to  distill  the  different  kinds  of  grain  that  are  raised  in  this 
dependency,  in  order  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  place,  whose  remote  distance  from  the  capital  renders  the 
importation  too  expensive  to  draw  therefrom,  annually,  the  quantity  necessary  for  its  c(.msumptii.in  ; 
therefore,  sir,  the  petitioner,  before  he  enters  into  the  great  expenses  necessary  to  form  such  an  establish- 
ment, would  wish  to  obtain  the  honor  of  your  consent,  in  order  that  hereafter  he  may  not  be  subjected  to 
any  alteration  prejudicial  to  his  interest,  and  the  petitioner  sliall  return  tlianks  to  your  goodness  in 
granting  his  demand. 

AUGUSTE  CHOUTEAU. 

St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  November  5,  1799. 


St.  Lolis  of  Illinois,  January  3,  1800. 

Considering  the  establishment  which  the  petitioner  proposes  to  form  as  useful  to  the  public  and  to 
commerce,  seeing  that  there  d(.ies  not  exist  any  of  this  kind,  and  that  he  shall  procure  liquors  in  greater 
abundance  and  at  a  more  reasonable  price  than  those  that  come  from  New  Orleans,  and  in  very  small 
quantity,  we  do  grant  his  demand. 

CHARLES  DEHAULT  DELASSUS 
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To  3Ir.  Charles  Drhaull  Delassvs,  Ueutenant  colonel,   attached  to  the  stationary  regiment  of  Loxddana,  and 
lieidenant  yovemor  of  the  upper  part  of  the  same  province  : 

Auguste  Chouteau,  merchant  of  this  town,  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  you  that  the  lands  in  the 
vicinity  of  this  town  being  partly  conceded,  and  timlier  becoming  every  day  more  scarce,  he  finds  himself 
much  embarrassed  in  the  carrying  on  of  the  considerable  distillery  which  you  have  permitted  him  to 
establish  by  3'our  decree,  dated  5th  November  of  last  year  ;  therefore  he  hopes  you  will  be  pleased  to 
assist  him  in  his  views,  and  have  the  goodness  to  grant  to  him  the  concession  of  a  tract  of  land  of  twelve 
hundred  and  eighty-one  arpents  in  superficie,  situated  upon  the  fourth  concession  in  depth,  (beginning 
from  the  lands  which  are  adjoining  this  town,)  bounded  north  by  land  belonging  to  Don  John  Watkins; 
to  the  south  and  west  by  the  lands  of  the  third  concession.  The  petitioner,  besides  having  the  intention 
to  improve  the  said  land,  hopes  to  be  deserving  the  favor  which  he  solicits  of  your  justice. 

AUGUSTE  CHOUTEAU. 

St.  Louis,  January  5,  1800. 


St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  January  5,   1800. 

Whereas  we  are  assured  that  the  petitioner  possesses  sufficient  means  to  improve  the  land  which  he 
solicits,  within  the  term  fixed  by  the  regulati(m  of  the  governor  general  of  this  province,  the  surveyor  of 
this  Upper  Louisiana,  Don  Antonio  Soulard,  shall  put  him  in  possession  of  the  twelve  hundred  and  eighty- 
one  arpents  of  land  in  superficie,  in  the  place  where  he  asks  them;  and  this  being  executed,  the  interested 
shall  have  to  solicit  the  title  of  concession  in  due  form  from  the  intendant  general  of  these  provinces,  to 
whom  alone  corresponds,  by  order  of  his  Majesty,  the  distributing  and  granting  of  all  classes  of  lands  of 
the  royal  domain. 

CAKLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 


Don  Antonio  Soxdard,  surveyor  general  of  Ujyper  Louisiana. 

I  do  certify  that  on  the  .5th  of  March  of  the  present  year,  (by  virtue  of  the  decree  here  annexed  of 
the  lieutenant  governor  and  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  royal  army,  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  5th 
January  of  the  last  year,)  I  went  on  the  land  of  Mr.  Auguste  Chouteau,  to  survey  it  conformably  to  his 
demand  of  twelve  hundred  and  eighty-one  arpents  in  superficie,  which  measurement  was  executed  in  pre- 
sence of  the  proprietor  and  adjoining  neighbors,  with  the  perch  of  Paris,  of  eighteen  feet  in  length, 
according  to  the  custom  adopted  in  this  province  of  Louisiana,  and  without  regard  to  the  variation  of  the 
needle,  which  is  1°  30'  E.,  as  it  is  evinced  by  the  foregoing  figurative  plat.  The  said  land  is  situated  at 
about  four  miles  N.  563°  W.  from  this  town,  and  bounded  as  follows  :  to  the  north,  in  part  by  lands 
belonging  to  Messrs.  John  Watkins,  Philip  Riviere,  and  bj'  vacant  lands  of  the  royal  domain  ;  to  the  south 
and  west  by  the  same  above-mentioned  vacant  lands  ;  and  to  the  east  by  the  lands  of  divers  inhabitants 
of  this  town  of  St.  Louis  ;  and,  that  it  may  be  available  according  to  law,  I  do  give  the  present,  with  the 
foregoing  figurative  plat,  on  which  are  noted  the  dimensions  and  the  natural  and  artificial  limits  which 
surround  said  land. 

ANTONIO'  SOULARD,  Surveyor  General. 

St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  Ajjril  10,   1801. 


New  Orleans,  3Iay  20,   1799. 

Mv  Dear  Friend  :  In  order  not  to  miss  any  opportunity  of  expressing  my  esteem  for  you,  I  merely 
assure  you  of  my  esteem,  promising  to  you  to  answer  your  letter  by  the  boat  which  has  just  now  arri  ved, 
and  which  will  depart  next  week. 

In  my  instructions  to  Mr.  Delassus,  I  particularly  recommend  to  liim  to  favor  all  j-our  undertakings,  &c. 

Adieu — I  am  in  such  a  haste  that  I  have  only  time  to  tell  you  that  I  am  your  sincere  friend  and  very 
humble  servant. 

MANUEL  GAYOSO  DE  LEMOS. 

Mr.  Auguste  Chouteau. 


Truly  translated.     St.  Louis,  January  24,  1833. 


JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 

Name  of  original 
claimant. 

Quantity, 
arpents. 

Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 

135 

Auguste  Chouteau, 
by  his  heirs. 

1,281 

Concession,  Janua- 
ry 5,  1800. 

Carlos  Dehault  De- 
lassus. 

Antonio  Soulard,  March  5, 
1801;    4   miles   N.   56i° 
W.  of  St.  Louis. 

Eeidenee  imlh  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

July  2fi,  I80t). — The  board   met  agreeably  to  adjournment.     Present:   The  Hon.  John  B.  C.  Lucas, 
Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  James  L.  Donaldson,  esqs. 

Auguste  Chouteau,  claiming  1,281  arpents  of  land,  situate  on  Beaver  pond,  district  of  St.  Louis, 
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producos  a  coneossidii  iVom  Clnirles  D.  Dclassiis,  datorl  January  5,  1800,  and  a  .survey  of  tlie  samp,  taken 
March  5,  and  certified  April  10,  1801;  tlie  afori'said  conccssiun  granted  for  tlie  iiurpo.se  of  procuring- 
fuel  for  a  distillery  e.stablislied  by  claimant,  and  which  could  not  be  kept  in  operation  without  fuel.  He 
further  produces  a  permi.ssion  from  Charles  D.  Delassus  to  build  the  aforesaid  distillery,  the  same  being 
then  considered  by  government  as  an  establishment  of  public  utility  and  benefit;  said  permission  dated 
January  3,  1800. 

Cjabriel  Dodie,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  claimant,  having  purchased  the  said  tract  of  land,  built 
a  house  on  the  same  in  the  year  1800. 

Myers  Michael,  l)eing  also  duly  sworn,  says  that  claimant  had  a  distillery  built  prior  to  October,  1800. 

A.  Soulard,  being  also  duly  sworn,  says  that,  to  his  knowledge,  claimant  did  procure  from  the  afore- 
said tract  of  land  the  fuel  necessary  for  tlie  said  distillery. 

The  board  reject  this  claim. — (Sec  book  No.  1,  page  427.) 

iSf'plcmber  14,  1808. — Board  met.  Present:  Tlie  Hon.  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and 
Frederick  Bates. 

Auguste  Chouteau,  claiming  1,281  arpents  of  land,  situate  on  Beaver  pond,  district  of  St.  Louis. 

Pavid  Pelaiuiey,  sworn,  says  that  he  wrote  the  petition  for  the  permission  to  build  a  distillery,  dated 
November  5,  lldS);  that  the  same  was  written  at  the  time  the  permission  bears  date,  to  wit,  January  3, 
IbOO. 

Laid  over  fir  decision. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  245.) 

June  8,  1810. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Freilerick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Auguste  Chouteau,  claiming  1,281  arpents  of  land.— (Sec  book  No.  1,  page  427;  No.  3,  page  245.) 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  370.) 

October  8,  1832. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  Lewis  F.  Linn,  Wm.  Updyke, 
and  F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Auguste  Chouteau,  by  his  heirs,  claiming  1,281  arpents  of  land,  (see  record,  book  B,  pages  58  and 
50;  minutes,  book  No.  1,  page  427;  No.  3,  page  245;  and  No.  4,  page  370,)  produces  a  paper  purporting 
to  be  a  concession  from  Carlos  Dehault  Uelassus,  dated  January  5,  1800,  to  Auguste  Chouteau;  also  a 
plat  of  survey,  e.x^ecuted  March  5,  1801,  and  certified  April  10,  1801;  also  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  peti- 
tion, dated  November  5,  1799,  signed  by  A.  Chouteau,  and  addressed  to  C.  D.  Delassus,  lieutenant 
governor,  together  with  the  answer  of  said  Delassus  to  said  petition;  also  a  letter  from  Manuel  Galloso 
de  Lemos,  dated  May  20,  1799,  to  A.  Chouteau. 

Pascal  Cerre,  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  signature  to  the  petition  is  the  handwriting  of  A.  Chouteau, 
and  the  signature  to  the  concession  is  the  handwriting  of  C.  D.  Delassus;  that  the  signature  to  the  above- 
mentioned  letter  is  the  handwriting  of  said  Galloso;  that  the  signature  to  the  plat  of  survey  and  certificate 
is  the  handwriting'  of  A.  Soulard,  surveyor  general;  that  the  signature  to  the  petition,  dated  November  5, 
1799,  is  the  handwriting  of  A  Chouteau,  and  that  the  signature  to  the  decree  is  the  handwriting  of  C. 
D.  Delassus;  knows  that  A.  Chouteau  had  a  distillerj'  in  operation  several  years  before  1800;  believes 
said  distillery  was  in  operation  twelve  or  fifteen  years;  that  to  his  knowledge  Chouteau  cut  the  wood  for 
his  distillery  on  said  tract  of  land;  that  the  Cote  Brillante  tract  was  generally  known  by  the  inhabitants 
of  St.  Louis  to  be  the  property  of  said  Chouteau. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  12.) 

November  19,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
and  F.  R.  Couway,  commissioners. 

Auguste  Chouteau,  claiming  1,281  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  11  of  this  book.  No.  6.) 

The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  said  Auguste 
Chouteau,  or  to  his  legal  representatives,  according  to  the  concession. ^(See  page  143,  No.  0.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 
F.  R.  CONWAY. 
-    L.  F.  LINN 


No.  136. — J,\MEs  McDaxiel,  claiming  800  ai'pcnli'. 


No. 

Name  of  original 
claimaat. 

QuaDtity, 
arpents. 

Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 

13(1 

James  McDaniel  . . 

800 

Settlement  rig'ht . 

James  Mackay,  February  14, 
180G;  received  for  record  by 
Soulard,  February  26,  1800; 
three  or  four  miles  above  Belle 
Fontaine,  district  of  St.  Louis. 

Evidence  with  reference  to  minutes  and  recorda 


January  2,  1812. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

James  McDaniel,  claiming  800  arpents  of  land  situated  on  the  Missouri,  district  of  St.  Louis,  pro- 
duces record  of  a  plat  of  survey,  dated  14th  and  certified  26th  February,  1806.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the 
board  that  this  claim  ougdit  not  to  be  granted. — (See  book  No.  5,  page  552.) 

May  23,  1833. — F.  R.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

James  McDaniel,  by  his  legal  representatives,  claiming  800  arpents  of  land  under  settlement  right, 
situated  three  or  four  miles  above  Belle  Fontaine. — (See  book  B,  page  262;  minutes.  No.  5,  page  552.) 

Albert  Tison,  duly  sworn,  saj's  that  he  saw  the  said  McDaniel  living  and  residing  on  said  land  in 
1801  and  1802;  that  he  had  a  cabin  and  field  of  about  five  or  six  acres; -that  in   1805   or   ISQG   the  said 
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McDaniel  rusiJed  yd  on  said  place;  that  when  he  fii-st  saw  it  he  judged  that  it  had  been  settled  a  few 
years  before. — (See  book  No.  6,  pag-e  HO.) 

Novmnber  15,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
and  V.  K.  (Jonway,  commissioners. 

James  McDaniel,  claiming  under  settlement  right  800  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  110  of  this  book  ) 
The  Itoard  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  640  acn^s  of  land  ought  to  be  granted  to  the  said  James 
McDaniel,  or  tn  his  legal  representatives. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  333.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  P.  LINN. 

F.  R    CONWAY. 


No.  131  — Ed.mund  Chandler,  claiming  C40  acres. 


No. 

Name  of  original 
claimaal. 

Quantity, 
in  acres. 

Nature  and  date  of  claim. 

By  whom  granted 

By  whom  surveyed,  date, 
and  situation. 

131 

Edmund  Chandler. 

040 

Settlement  right. 

Evidence  ivith  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

February  3,  1809. — Board  met.  Present:  the  honorable  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and 
Frederick  Bates,  commissioners. 

Arthur  Burns,  jr.,  assignee  of  Edmund  Chandler,  claiming  G40  acres  of  land  situate  on  river  Sandy, 
district  of  St.  Charles,  produces  to  the  board  a  notice  to  the  recorder  and  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  said 
Chandler  to  claimant,  dated  December  30,  1805. 

(For  permission  to  settle,  see  Mackay's  list.) 

Claibourne  Rhodes,  sworn,  says  that  Edmund  Chandler  fenced  in  a  piece  of  ground  on  the  land 
claimed,  but  resided  in  the  neighborhood  with  witness;  planted  watermelons  and  potatoes  on  the  same  in 
1803;  in  1804  claimant  ploughed  a  piece  of  land,  and  planted  corn,  which  was  never  gathered  in;  said 
Chandler  was  a  single  man  in  1803.     Laid  over  for  decision. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  460.) 

Jidij  16,  1810. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  Frederick  Bates,  com- 
missioners. 

Arthur  Burns,  jr.,  assignee  of  Edmund  Chandler,  claiming  640  acres  of  land. — (See  book  No.  3,  page 
460.)     It  is  tlie  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  granted. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  439.) 

3laij  22,  1833. — F.  R.  Conwaj',  esq.,  appeared,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Edmund  Chandler,  by  Arthur  Burns,  jr.,  claiming  640  acres  of  land  under  settlement  right. — (See 
record,  book  D,  page  340;  minutes.  No.  3,  page  460;  No.  4,  page  439.)  Produces  original  deed  of  con- 
veyance from  Chandler  to  Burns. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  110.) 

3Iay  23,  1833. — F.  R.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

In  the  case  of  Edmund  Chandler,  claiming  640  acres  of  land. — (See  the  beginning  of  this  claim.) 
Albert  Tison,  duly  sworn,  says  that  in  the  winter  of  1803  and  1804  he  saw  said  Chandler,  with  his  family, 
residing  on  said  land;  that  he  had  a  house  and  field. — (See  book  No.  G,  p.  110.) 

November  15,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
and  F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Edmund  Chandler,  claiming  under  settlement  right  640  acres  of  land. — (Sec  page  110  of  this  book.) 

Tlie  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  640  acres  of  land  ought  to  be  granted  to  the  said  Edmund 
Chandler,  or  to  his  legal  representatives. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  334.) 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

V.  R.  CONWAY. 


No.  138.- 

-William  Dillon,  claiming  640  acres. 

No. 

Name  of  original  claimant. 

Quantity, 
acres. 

Nature  and  date  of 
claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 

138 

William  Dillon. 

640 

Settlement 
right. 

' 

Evidence  ivith  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

November  30,  1808.— Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick 
Bates,  commissioners. 

William  Dillon,  claiming  640  acres  of  land  situate  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  St.  Frangois,  opposite 
a  concession  claimed  by  James  Dodson,  produces  to  the  board  a  notice  of  claim. 

Samuel  (jampbell,  sworn,  says  that  in  1803  claimant  liuilt  a  cabin  on  the  tract  claimed  moved  on  it, 
and  continued  to  reside  on  it  that  winter.     Laid  over  for  decision.— (See  book  No.  3,  page  386.) 

July  12,  1810.— Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

William  Dillon,  claiming  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  laud.— (See  book  No.  3,  page  386.)  It  is  the 
opinion  of  the  Ijoard  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  granted.— (See  book  No.  4,  page  431.) 
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November  15,  1833. — Board  met  pursuant  tn  ailjouriiiuciit.  I'rcseiit:  L.  V.  Linn,  A.  0.  llairiscin,  F.  R. 
Conway,  cimmiissioners. 

William  Dillon,  lieir.s  and  le^'al  representatives  ol',  now  llie  lairs  df  William  ('rawl'iiid,  elaimini;'  six 
Imndrcd  andforty  acres  of  land. —  (See  boc)k  Xo.  3,  jiagi,- 3S('i;  >>'<■.  4,  pa,i;e  431.)  'I'hv  iullnw  iuLi: testiimaiy 
was  taken  before  L.  F.  Linn,  comniission'i'r: 

State  of  Missouri,  counltj  cif  Madison  : 

Samuel  Campbell,  ai;-cd  about  si.xty-eig'lit  years,  wlm,  beiny  didy  swum,  depuseth  anil  saitli  tliat  he 
•was  well  acquainted  with  the  original  claimant;  that  the  witness  became  acquainted  with  him  in  the 
spring"  of  1803,  and  understood  tlie  claimant  had  been  here  for  some  years  before;  witness  also  knows  the 
land  claimed,  and  knows  that  the  claimant  was  settled  on  the  same,  and  living  thereon,  in  the  spring  of 
1803,  and  the  place  had  the  ajipearance  uf  having  licen  settled  for  several  years,  for  there  were  then  two 
houses,  a  dwelling-house  and  kitchen,  and  several  acres  of  land  under  fence  and  cleared,  and  appeared  to 
have  been  in  cultivation  up  to  that  time,  and  that  he  knows  the  claimant  actually  inhabited  and  cultivated 
the  same  in  1803,  and  that  the  same  tract  of  land  has  been  euntinually  inhabited  ami  cultivated  by  either 
the  claimant  or  some  nther  (lerson  ever  since,  till  within  a  lew  years  jiast,  and  may  have  been  for  those 
few  years,  but  the  witness  cannot  iiositively  sav,  as  he  removed  to  another  part  of  the  Stale. 

SAMUEL  C.VMl'BELL. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  the  suliscriljcr,  L.  F.  Linn,  commissioner,  this  '22d  October,  1833. 

L.  F.  LINN,   Commisiiionei: 

Also  came  John  Clements,  a  witness,  aged  about  fifty-three  years,  who,  being  duly  swm-n  as  the  law 
directs,  deposeth  and  saith  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  William  Dillon,  the  original  claimant;  that 
he  found  him  in  this  country,  then  the  province  of  Upper  Louisiana,  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1802;  the 
witness  also  knows  the  land  claimed,  and  knows  that  the  claimant  was  then  settled  on  and  living'  on  the 
land  claimed ;  that  claimant  had  then  a  dwelling-house,  and  in  the  same  year  built  a  kitchen ;  that  claimant 
had  in  1802  some  three  or  four  acres  under  fence  and  cleared,  which  land  was  actually  cultivated,  in  the 
year  1802,  in  corn  and  other  things;  claimant  also  had  a  garden;  claimant  continued  to  inhabit  and  culti- 
vate the  land  during  that  year,  and  the  witness  understood  that  he  had  afterwards  remained  there  for 
some  time,  but  witness  went  away  in  the  fall  of  1802,  and  cannot  say  positively;  witness  lived  with 
claimant,  anrl  helped  him  to  build  the  house,  and  attend  the  same  at  the  time. 

JOIIX    X   CLEMENTS. 

mark. 

Sworn  to  and  sul«cribed  before  me,  L.  F.  Linn,  commissioner,  this  22d  October,  1833. 

L.  F.  LINN,   Commissioner. 

Also  came  John  Reaves,  a  witness,  aged  about  seventy-three  j"ears,  who,  being  duly  sworn  as  the 
law  directs,  deposeth  and  saith  that  he  knew  the  original  claimant;  that  he  f(.)und  him  a  citizen  and  resi- 
denter  of  this  county  in  1803,  when  the  witness  came  to  the  country;  witness  also  knew  the  land  claimed. 
Claimant  was  settled  on  the  same  in  1803,  had  a  house  in  which  he  lived,  and  had  several  acres  in  actual 
cultivation,  cleared  and  under  fence,  and  the  same  tract  of  land  has  been  actually  inhabited,  continually 
improved,  and  cultivated  ever  since. 

JOEN  +  REAVES. 

mark. 


Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before 


L.  F.  Linn,  commissioner,  tliis  23d 


October,  1833. 

F.  LINN,   Commissioner. 


The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  si.\  hundred  and   forty  acres  ought  to  lie  granted  to  the 
said  A\'illiam  Dillon,  or  to  his  legal  representatives. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  334.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 


No.  139. — Robert  Giboxey,  claiminr/  oiS  arpents  ami  ii  perches. 


No. 

Name  of  original  claimant. 

Quantity, 
in  arpents. 

Nature  anil  date  of  claim. 

By  whom 
granted. 

By  whom  surveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 

139 

Robert  Giboney. 

348  ar- 
pents 42 
perches. 

Settlement  right. 

B.  Cousin,  deputy  surveyor, 
24  th  December,  1805;  coun- 
tersigned Ant.  Soulard,  sur- 
seyor  general.  On  Gibo- 
ney's  creek,  district  of  Cape 
Girardeau. 

Ecidence  icith  reference  to  minutes  and  iwords. 

March  6,  1809.— Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  I>ncas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Robert  Giboney,  claiming  three  hundred  and  firty-eighl  arpents  and  forty-two  perches  of  land  situate 
on  Gil)oncy's  creek,  distrii-t  of  Cape  Girardeau,  produces  to  the  board,  as  a  special  permission  to  settle,  list 
vui,.  VI 1 13  E 
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plat  of  survey,  dated  24th  December,  1805,  countersigned  Autoine  Sou- 
nvins^  testimony  in  the  above  claim   taken  by  Frederick  Bates,  commis- 


A,  nil  which  claimant  is  No.  46,  a 

hud,  surveyor  general.     The  follov 

sioner,  at  Oajie  Girardeau,  by  authority  from  the  board.  May  .31,  1808: 

Andrew  Bam.sey,  sr.,  sworn,  says  that  the  claimant  came  to  the  conntry  last  of  the  year  179*1,  or 
beginning  of  the  year  1798;  that  he  has  continued  in  the  country  ever  since,  and  performed  all  those  duties 
usually  enjoined  on  subjects  during  the  continuance  of  that  government;  that  claimant  followed  the  busi- 
ness of  a  blacksmith,  which  witness  presumes  prevented  a  more  early  application  for  a  concession. 

Samuel  Bradley,  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  has  seen  claimant  working  on  the  tract  claimed;  that  several 
acres,  perhaps  10,  were  cleared,  and  a  suiSciency  of  rails  mauled  to  enclose  it;  claimant  also  occupied  a 
sugar  camp  on  said  land.     Laid  over  for  decision.— (Sec  book  No.  3,  page  507.) 

Janiiarij  16,  1810. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
connnissioiicrs. 

Robert  Giboney,  claiming  348  arpents  42  perches  of  land. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  507.)  It  is  the 
opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  granted. — (Sec  book  No.  4,  page  255.) 

Novemhci-  13,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
and  F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Robert  Giboney,  claiming  348  arpents  42  perches  of  laud. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  507;  book  No. 
4,  page  255.)     The  following  testimony  was  taken  by  L.  F.  Linn,  commissioner: 

State  of  Missouri,  county  cf  Caix  Qirardeau,  set : 

This  day  personally  appeared  before  mc,  Lewis  F.  Linn,  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  under 
an  act  of  Congress  to  settle  and  adjust  the  unconfirmed  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  Alexander 
Summers,  of  lawful  age,  who,  being  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  that  he  emigrated  to  the  district  of  Cape 
Girardeau  in  the  year  1798,  the  district  being  then  under  the  Spanish  government;  that  in  the  year  1800 
this  affiant  knows  that  Robert  Giboney  made  a  settlement  and  improvement  on  the  waters  of  Giboney's 
creek,  in  said  district;  this  affiant  knows  that  the  said  improvement  has  always  been  claimed  by  said 
Robert  Giboney;  that  the  same  has  been  ever  since  improved  and  cultivated;  that  this  affiant  has  lived 
here,  and  still  resides  here. 

ALEX.  SUMMERS. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  October  15,  1833. 


L.  F.  LINN,  Commissioner. 


State  of  M.K&ovsm,  county  of  Cape  Girardeau,  set: 

This  day  personally  appeared  before  me,  Lewis  F.  Linn,  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  under 
an  act  of  Congress  to  settle  and  adjust  the  unconfirmed  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  William 
Williams,  of  lawful  age,  who,  being  sworn  according  to  law,  deposeth  and  saith  that  he  emigrated  to  the 
district  of  Cape  Girardeau  under  the  Spanish  government,  A.  D.  1799.  This  afliant  recollects  that  as 
early  as  the  year  A.  D.  1802  he  saw  an  improvement  made  and  claimed  by  Robert  Giboney,  in  the  district 
of  Cape  Girardeau;  and  this  affiant  recollects  that,  from  his  frequently  having  passed  the  said  improve- 
ment since  that  time,  the  same  appears  to  have  been  improved  and  cultivated  up  to  the  present  time. 

WM.  WILLIAMS. 


Sworn  to  and  subscribed  October  15,  1833. 
(See  book  No.  6.) 


L.  F.  LINN,  Commissioner. 


November  15,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison,  F. 
R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  348  arpents  42  perches  of  land,  it  being  the  quantity 
originally  claimed,  ought  to  be  granted  to  the  said  Robert  Giboney,  or  to  his  legal  representatives. — (Sec 
book  No.  6,  page  336.) 

'    °  '  L.F.LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 
A.  G.  HARRISON. 


No.  140. — Jacoh  Wickerhasi,  claiviing  800  arpcnis. 


No. 


140 


Name  of  original  claimant. 


Jacob  Wickerham . 


Quantify, 
in  arpents. 


800 


Nature  and  date  of  claim. 


Settlement  right. 


By  whom  granted. 


By   whom  surveyed,  date, 
and  situation. 


Uvidence  uilh  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

June  6,  1833. — F.  E.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Jacob  Wickerham,  by  his  legal  representative,  William  Drennen,  claiming  800  arpents  :?f  land  situated 
on  ]?alew"s  creek. — (See  record,  book  F,  page  142;  Bates's  Decisions,  page  104.) 

William  Moss,  duly  sworn,  saj's  that  he  is  settled  in  this  country  since  the  year  1795,  and  knows  the 
tract  now  claimed;  that  in  1803  he  went  to  the  farm  of  Jacob  Wickcrham's  father  to  buy  corn,  and  having 
lost  his  way,  he  met  with  the  said  Jacob  Wickerham,  who  took  him  through  a  piece  of  land  on  which  he 
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liad  about  500  poach  trees  he  had  plantcil  the  year  bofure  aiul  was  then  lioeing';  the  said  trees  were  eneloseil 
witli  a  strung  fence,  and  that  the  said  ^Vickel!lala  i>n_iii(.ised  tn  sell  his  iiiipruveinents  to  him,  the  said 
deponent. — (See  book  Xo.  6,  page  173.) 

A^ovember  15,  1833. — The  l)iiard  met  pursuant  t'l  adiniirnment.  I'lesent:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  (i.  Harrison, 
P.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Jacob  Wickerham,  claiming  800  arpcnts  nf  land. — (See  page  173  uf  this  lionk.)  The  board  are 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  640  acres  of  land  ought  to  be  granted  to  the  said  .lacob  W^iekerham,  nv  In 
his  legal  representatives. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  338.") 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 

A.  G.  IIARPJSON. 


No.  141. — Jacob  Coi.i.in's,  claiming  890  arpenl^. 


No. 

Name  of  original  claimaut. 

Quantity, 
in  arpents. 

Natuie  and  date  of  claim. 

By  wliom  granted. 

By   wliom  eurveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 

141 

Jacob  ColUns 

890 

Settlement  right 

John   Stewart,   Juno   21, 

1808;  on    Negro   Fork 
of    the  river  Maramec, 
district  of  St.  Louis. 

Evidence  with  reference  to  minutes  and  record.-^. 


October  22,  1808. — Board  met.  Present:  The  Hon.  Clement  I'.  Penrose  and  Frederick  Bates,  commis- 
sioners. 

Jacob  Collins,  claiming  8',l0  arpents  of  land  situate  <in  the  Negro  P'ork  of  the  river  Maramec,  district 
of  St.  Louis,  jiroiluces  to  the  board  a  notice  of  claim  to  the  recorder,  dated  Juno  25,  1808;  a  plat  of  survey, 
dated  June  21,  1808,  signed  by  John  Stewart,  surveyor. 

John  Wideman,  sworn,  says  that  claimant  built  a  cabin  on  the  place  in  1802,  and  raised  a  crop;  one 
Charles  Pruitt  cultivated  tlie  same  in  1803,  but  does  not  know  for  whom;  that  three  j'ears  ago  claimant 
inhabited  and  cultivated  the  same,  and  over  since;  that  claimant  was  one  of  the  families  that  came  to  the 
country  with  him,  the  witness. 

John  Pruitt,  sworn,  says  that  claimant,  in  1803,  had  a  wife  and  one  child. 

Laid  over  for  decision  (in  the  margin — for  permission  to  settle,  see  John  Widoman's  claim,  book  N(j.  1, 
page  390,  i  to  wit: 

Michael  Horine,  being  also  duly  sworn,  says  that  Francis  Valle,  when  commandant  of  St.  Genevieve 
informed  him,  the  witness,  that  he  had  permitted  the  Widemans  and  their  families  (consisting  then  of  eight 
or  ton  families)  to  settle  on  vacant  lands. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  315.) 

Jiute  21,  1810. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Jacob  Collins  claiming  890  arpents  of  land. — (See  book  No.  3,  page  315.) 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  granted. — (See  book  No.  4,  page  399.) 

June  18,  1833. — F.  R.  Conway,  esq.,  apjieared,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Jacob  Collins,  claiming  890  arpents  of  land  situate  on  Big  river,  Maramec,  bounded  on  one  side  by 
the  said  Big  river,  on  the  upper  side  by  Hugh  !Mc(;'uUick,  on  the  lower  side  by  Mark  Wideman,  and  back 
by  public  land,  by  virtue  of  a  settlement  riglit. — (See  minutes.  No.  4,  page  399.) 

James  Rogers,  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  is  about  fifty-two  years  of  age;  that  some  time  in  May,  1802, 
he  came  on  to  this  country  in  company  with  the  claimant;  that  they  arrived  time  enough  to  raise  a  crop 
of  corn;  that  he,  the  deponent,  worked  a  few  daj-s  for  the  claimant;  that,  in  that  same  year,  the  claimant 
raised  corn;  that  they  made  a  camp,  it  being  too  late  to  build  a  house;  that  in  1803,  claimant  got  one 
Charles  Pruitt  to  work  said  place  for  him,  and  said  Pruitt  sowed  flax  and  planted  some  corn;  that  said 
jilace  is  under  cultivation  now,  and  deponent  thinks  it  has  ever  been  so  since  the  first  settling  of  it;  that 
there  are  now  about  forty  acres  under  cultivation,  and  never  heard  that  any  body  claimed  it  but  the 
aforesaid  Jacob  Collins;  tliat  he  never  knew  of  Jacob  Collins  laying  any  claims  to  anj'  other  lands;  that 
when  claimant  first  moved  to  this  country  he  had  a  wife  and  throe  children;  that  at  present  there  is  on 
the  place  a  hewn  two  story  log-house  with  sliingle  roof,  a  barn,  two  stables,  a  well,  &c.  The  deponent 
further  says  that  he  was  absent  two  years  at  Natchez  and  the  Walnut  hills;  his  absence  embracing  the 
time  when  said  Collins  presented  his  claim  before  the  former  board  of  commissioners. — (See  book  No.  0, 
page  176.) 

November  15,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Jacob  Collins,  claiming  under  settlement  rigid  890  arpents  of  land. — (See  page  176  of  this  book.) 

The  board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  640  acres  of  land  ought  to  be  granted  U>  the  said  Jacnb 
Collins,  or  to  his  lea:al  representatives. — (See  book  No.  6,  page  333.) 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 
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No.  142. — Sebastian  Butcher  and  Peter  Bloom,  claiming  1,600  arpents. 

To  his  lordshiji  the  intendant  general  of  the xtrovince  of  Louisiana,  in  his  mansion  in  New  Orleans: 

Michael  Butcher,  Bartholomew  Butcher,  Bastian  Butclier,  aud  Peter  Bloom,  supplicate  very  liuinbly, 
and  liave  the  howjr  to  represeut  that  having  re.sidcd  since  several  years  under  the  domination  of  his  Catholic 
Majesty,  and  having-  never  obtained  any  land  from  the  government,  they  would  wish  to  make  and  improve 
a  phxirtation  as  well  as  a  grazing  farm.  To  this  etl'ect  tiiey  have  made  researclies  for  a  tract  of  land 
suitable  to  their  views,  and  they  have  found  one  situated  at  about  six  miles  from  Mine  a  la  Motte,  on  the 
road  which  leads  to  St.  Genevieve  and  New  Bourbon,  at  a  place  where  there  is  a  spring,  which  is  at  about  a 
half  mile  from  the  land  of  Mr.  Iiobert  Friend,  the  said  tract  consisting  of  si.xteen  hundred  arpents  in  superlicie. 
For  these  motives  the  said  petitioners  apply  to  your  lordsliip,  praying  that  you  may  bo  pleased  to  grant 
to  tliem  the  above-mentioned  tract  of  land,  consisting  of  sixteen  hundred  arpents  in  superficic,  atthejilaco 
above  described,  for  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns;  and  in  case  the  aforesaid  quantity  of  arable  land  was 
not  to  be  found  in  the  place  here  above  described,  to  authorize  them  to  take  what  would  be  wanting  in  a 
vacant  place  of  the  King's  domain;  the  said  land  now  solicited  for  not  being  granted  to  any  person, 
which  fact  can  be  certified,  if  needed,  by  the  nearest  neighbors,  as  well  as  by  the  surveyor  of  this  district. 
In  so  doing  the  petitioners  shall  never  cease  to  pray  for  the  conservation  of  your  days. 
Done  at  New  Bourbon,  June  11,  1802. 

BAETIIOLOMEW   BUTCHER. 

MICHAEL  BUTCHER. 

BASTIAN  BUTCHER,  his  +  mark. 

PETER  BLOOM,  his  +  mark. 

Wo,  captain,  civil  and  military  commandant  of  the  post  of  New  Bourbon,  of  Illinois,  do  certify  to  my 
lord  the  intendant  of  Louisiana  that  the  petitioners  are  very  honest  individuals,  exercising  in  a  perfect 
manner  the  profession  of  masons,  who  have  been  of  the  most  precious  utility  to  the  inhabitants  of  these 
districts  since  their  arrival,  as  much  for  the  construction  of  houses  and  chimneys  free  of  catching  fire,  (a, 
Vabry  du  feu,)  as  for  the  erecting  of  furnaces  to  smelt  lead.  We  do  certify,  besides,  that  the  greatest 
part  of  the  said  mason  work  being  finislied,  and  the  said  petitioners  having  the  intention  of  leaving  this 
country,  we  have  united  our  endeavors  to  those  of  Don  Pran9ois  Valle,  commandant  at  St.  Genevieve,  to 
prevail  upon  them  to  remain,  to  which  they  have  consented,  upon  the  promise  we  have  made  them  to 
emi)loy  ourselves  near  his  lordship  the  intendant,  in  order  to  have  the  concession  which  they  solicit 
granted  to  them  to  form  thereon  a  plantation.  The  said  land  has  not  been  granted  to  any  person,  and  is 
evidently  a  part  of  the  King's  domain. 

Done  at  New  Bourbon,  June  15,  1802. 

PIERRE  DELASSUS  DELUZIERE. 

A  true  translation.     St.  Louis,  December  12,  1832. 

JULIUS  DE  MUN. 


No. 

Name  of  origimxl  claimant 

Quantity, 
arpents. 

Nature  and  tlate  of  claim. 

By  whom  granted. 

By  whom  Burveyed,  date,  and 
situation. 

142 

Sebastian  Butcher 
and  others. 

1,000 

Petition   and   recom- 
mendation,    June 
15,  1802. 

' 

Exndenee  icilh  reference  to  minutes  and  records. 

October  3,  1811. — Board  met.  Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates, 
commissioners. 

Michael  Butcher,  Bartholcyuew  Butcher,  Bastian  Butcher,  and  Peter  Bloom,  claiming  400  arpents  of 
land  situate  on  the  waters  of  the  river  St.  Francis,  district  of  St.  Genevieve,  produce  a  petition  to  the 
intendant,  together  with  a  recommendation  from  Pierre  D.  Delassus  Deluziere,  commandant  of  New  Bour- 
bon, dated  December  15,  1802.  A  plat  of  survey,  dated  February  23,  1SU6,  certiiied  February  23,  1806. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Michael  Butcher,  Bartholomew  Butcher,  Bastian  Butcher,  and  Peter  Bloom,  claiming  1,200  arpents  of 
land  situate  on  the  waters  of  Big  river,  district  of  St.  Genevieve,  produce  to  the  board  the  petition  aud 
reconunendation,  as  in  the  foregoing  claim.  A  plat  of  survey,  dated  February  25,  1806;  certitied  February 
28, 1806.     It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  granted, — (See  book  No.  5,  page  352.) 

December  14,  1832. — F.  R.  Conway,  esq.,  appeared,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Sebastian  Butcher,  and  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Bartholomew  Butcher,  Michael  Butcher, 
and  Peter  Bloom,  claiming  1,600  arpents  of'land. — (See  book  No.  5,  page  352;  record,  book  D,  pages  46 
and  41.)  Produces  a  paper  purporting  to  be  their  petition  to  the  intendant  general  of  Louisiana,  and  a 
recommendation  to  the  same  of  Pierre  Delassus  Deluziere,  commandant  of  New  Bourbon,  dated  June  15, 
1802;  also  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey,  dated  February  25, 1806,  by  Nathaniel 
Cook,  deputy  surveyor. 

The  following  additional  testimony  was  taken  in  the  foregoing  case,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution 
of  this  board  of  the  10th  of  October  last: 

The  claimants  state  that,  by  virtue  of  their  said  claim,  they  located  400  arpents  thereof  about  six 
miles  from  Mine  a  la  Motte,  as  in  their  petition  prayed  for;  that  finding  no  other  vacant  lan'l  at  tliat  place 
of  value  for  cultivation,  they  located  the  remaining  1,200  arpents  at  a  place  on  the  waters  of  Grand  or 
Big  river,  agreeably  to  the  tenor  of  their  said  petition  and  the  plat  of  survey  herewith  shown  to  the  board 
of  comniissoners.  The  petitioners  further  state  that  the  plat  of  survey  for  the  said  400  arpents,  so  located 
near  Mine  a  la  Motte,  is  now  in  the  land  office  at  Jackson,  so  that  they  can  now  produce  it,  but  believe 
the  same  is  on  record  in  the  office  of  the  recorder  of  laud  titles  in  St.  Louis. 
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Jusepli  Pi'atte,  lieiiii;'  duly  swdi'u  in  tliis  liclialF,  deiinscth  nnd  saitli  that  lie  has  serii  tlic  recuiiiinriKla- 
tion  of  the  said  Dfluziero,  late  commander  of  tlie  post  of  New  Bonrboii,  aniie.xeil  to  tlio  petition  of  the  said 
chiiniants  for  a  ^-rant  or  concession  of  1,G00  arpents  of  land;  that  lie  is  well  acquainted  with  tiie  hand- 
writing of  said  Heliiziere,  and  the  said  reconimendalion,  dated  June  15,  1802,  and  tlie  signatuie  tJH'rcunto 
affixed,  are  in  tlie  handwriting-  of  the  said  Deluzicre.  This  depionent  further  saitli  that  he  is  well  ae(piainted 
with  the  handwriting  of  Antoine  Soulard,  late  surveyor  general  of  Upper  Louisiana,  and  that  his  signature 
to  the  plat  of  survey  here  shown  is,  as  this  deponent  verily  believes,  genuine,  and  written  liy  himself. 
This  deponent  further  saith  that  he  is  tifty-seven  years  of  age,  and  has  resided  in  St.  Genevieve  and  vicinity, 
in  what  was  formerly  tapper  Louisiana,  all  his  life;  that  he  i.s  well  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  Spanish 
concessions  and  requests,  and  recommendations  of  commandants  of  posts,  of  which  latter  class  the  claim 
here  shown  appears  to  be;  that  after  the  year  1799  or  1800  (as  near  as  he  can  recollect)  the  couunandants 
did  not  give  concessions,  but  recommendations  to  the  intendant  general  at  New  Orleans,  (as  in  this  case,) 
and  that  said  recommendations  were  uuitVirmly  considered  of  equal  validity  with  concessions,  and  were 
passed  and  transferred  from  hand  to  hand  as  such,  and  that  it  was  the  uniform  custom  of  the  intendant 
general  at  New  Orleans  to  grant  and  confirm  all  such  claims.  This  affiant  furtlier  saith  that  he  has  no 
doubt  that  the  claim  here  shown  would  have  been  conlinned  by  the  said  intendant,  under  the  usag'es  and 
custom  of  the  Spanish  government;  that  he  has  known  the  said  Sebastian,  (or  i?astian,)  Michael,  and 
Bartholomew  Butcher,  and  Peter  Bloom,  to  have  come  to  the  country  in  the  year  17 ',17,  and  that  it  was 
the  custom  of  the  government  to  give  lands  to  persons  of  their  descriiition,  when  ajiplied  for,  and  he  has 
never  heard  that  they  received  any  other  lands  than  those  in  the  present  claim  mentioned. 

JOSEPH  PRATTE, 
L.  P.  LINN, 

Land  Coinmi.'fsioners. 

John  Baptiste  Valle,  sen.,  being  duly  sworn  in  this  behalf,  deposeth  and  saith  that  he  has  seen  tlic 
recommendation  of  the  said  Deluziere,  late  commandant  of  the  post  of  New  Bourbon,  annexed  to  the 
petition  of  the  said  claimants  for  a  grant  and  concession  of  sixteen  liundred  arpents  of  land;  that  he  is 
well  acquainted  with  the  handwriting  of  the  said  Deluziere,  and  that  the  said  recommendation  to  the 
intendant  general,  and  the  signature  thereunto  affixed,  are  in  the  handwriting  of  the  said  Deluziere.  This 
deponent  further  says  tliat  he  was  well  acquainted  with  Antoine  Soulard,  late  surveyor  general  of  L'pper 
Louisiana,  and  that  his  signature  to  the  plat  of  survey  here  shown  this  deponent  believes  to  be  genuine, 
and  written  by  said  Soulard.  This  deponent  further  says  that  he  is  now  seventy-two  years  of  age,  and 
has  resided  in  St.  Genevieve,  in  the  district  (now  county)  of  St.  Genevieve,  all  his  life,  and  is  well 
acquainted  with  the  manner  of  grantin,g  concessions  by  the  Spanish  government  in  Louisiana,  and  he 
always  considered  incijiient  titles  of  the  kind  here  shown  as  much  entitled  to  a  confirmation  as  any  other, 
and  that  frequently  lands  granted  by  the  said  Spanish  government  were  not  surveyed  until  several  years 
after  they  were  granted  and  confirmed. 

J.  BAPTISTE  VALLE. 

And  as  a  witness  in  this  behalf,  Mary  Ann  Laplantc  personally  appeared  before  Lewis  P.  Linn,  one 
of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  settle  and  finally  adjust  the  land  claims  in  Missmu'i,  and  authorized  by 
the  said  board  of  commissioners  to  receive  testimonj'  in  this  behalf,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and 
saith  that  she  is  about  fifty-eight  years  of  age;  that  she  came  from  F'rance  to  Upper  Louisiana  in  the 
family  of  Mr.  Deluziere,  late  connnandant  of  the  post  of  New  Bourbon,  and  has  resided  in  St.  Genevieve 
and  New  Bourliou  ever  since  the  said  Deluziere  came  to  the  country;  that  some  time  before  the  change  of 
government,  (she  thinks  about  the  year  1802,)  she  was  in  the  office  of  the  said  Deluziere,  (he  being  then 
commandant  of  tlie  post  of  New  Bourbon,)  and  saw  Mr.  Deluziere  writing  a  paper,  which  said  Deluziere 
then  told  her  was  a  concession  or  grant  of  land  to  Bartholomew  Butcher,  Michael  Butcher,  Sebastian 
(or  Bastian)  Butcher,  and  Peter  Bloom,  which  grant  or  concession  said  Deluziere  informed  the  witness 
was  for  four  hundred  arpents  for  each  of  said  persons,  for  that,  as  those  persons  were  such  good  stone- 
masons, it -was  a  great  object  to  the  people  and  the  government  of  the  country  to  have  such  good  work- 
men and  peaceable  subjects  retained  in  the  country.  This  aftiant,  being  now  blind,  cannot,  of  course,  say 
wlietlier  the  grant  or  concession  or  recommendation  now  shown  to  the  commissioner  is  the  same  she  saw 
Mr.  Deluziere  write. 

MARY  ANN  LAPLANTE,  her  -|-  mark. 
L.  F.  LINN. 

(See  book  No.  6,  page  76.) 

Niivemher  17,  1833. — The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  L.  F.  Linn,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
F.  R.  Conway,  commissioners. 

Sebastian  Butcher,  liartholomew  Butcher,  Bastian  Butcher,  and  Peter  Bloom,  claiming  1,600  arpents 
cif  land.  The  board,  although  not  considering  themselves  autlnirized  by  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress to  take  Cognizance  of  this  claim,  regarding  it  to  be  a  meritorious  claim,  respectfully  recommend  it 
to  the  examination  of  Congress  for  confirmation. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 
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23d  Congress.]  No.   1174.  [1st Session. 

APPLICATION    OF   ALABAMA   TO    EXCHANGE   THE   SIXTEENTH   SECTIONS  OF  LAND  FOR 

OTHER  LANDS  ^YHEN  VALUELESS. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  SENATE  FEBRUARY  10,  1834. 

JOINT  MEUOKIAL  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  requesting  the  right  of  a  grant  of  land  for  each  township  wherein  the 

sixteenth  sections  have  proved  valueless. 

The  memorial  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Alabama  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  respect- 
fullj-  represents  to  your  honorable  body  that  there  is  a  large  portion  of  the  citizens  of  their  State  entirely 
deprived  of  the  benefits  of  an  act  of  Congress  granting  the  sixteenth  section  of  each  township  to  the  use 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  same  for  literary  purposes,  in  consequence  of  said  sixteenth  section  proving 
entirely  valueless,  and  tliat  generally  in  the  poorer  sections  of  the  State,  where  the  inhabitants  mostly 
stand  in  need  of  the  benefits  of  the  donation.  Your  memorialists  tiierefore  respectfully  represent  to  your 
honorable  body  the  justice  and  propriety  of  allowing  the  inhabitants  in  each  and  every  township  in  this 
State,  where  the  sixteenth  sections  have  proved  valueless,  to  relinquish  the  same,  and,  in  lieu  thereof, 
select  one  other  section  from  any  unappropriated  lands  in  the  State,  to  be  applied  to  the  specific  object  of 
education  in  the  township  for  which  the  selection  was  made;  and  as  in  dutj' bound  your  memorialists  will 
ever  pray. 

Beiiolved,  That  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress  be  requested  to  use  their  best  endeavors 
to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  in  Congress  embracing  the  objects  of  the  foregoing  memorial. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  of  the  State  be  requested  to  forward  one  copy  of  this  joint 
memorial  and  resolutions  to  each  of  our  senators  and  members  in  Congress. 

SAMUEL  AV.  OLIVER,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
JOHN  ERWIN,  President  of  the' Senate. 

Approved  January  18,  1834. 

JOHN  GAYLE. 


2.3n  Congress.]  Xo.  1175.  [1st Session. 

APPLICATION  OF  ALABAMA  FOR  AUTHORITY  TO  SELL  THE  REMAIN'ING  PART  OF  THE 
LANDS  GRANTED  FOR  IMPROVING  THE  TENNESSEE  AND  OTHER  RIVERS  WITHOUT 
LIMITATION  AS  TO  PRICE. 

COMia'NICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    FEBRUARY    10,    1834. 

JOINT  MEMORIAL  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Alabama  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  state  to  j-our  honorable  body  that  there  remains  unsold  a  remnant  of 
the  400,000  acres  of  land  given  to  this  State  fur  the  improvement  of  the  Tennessee  and  other  rivers,  which 
they  believe  can  never  be  sold  at  the  present  minimum  price  of  the  public  lands;  below  which  price  they 
have  no  right,  by  the  terms  of  the  grant,  to  provide  for  its  disposal.  The  importance  of  realizing  the  entire 
proceeds  of  the  grant  of  400,000  acres  is  to  us  most  obvious.  The  work  around  the  Muscle  Shoals  is  now 
in  successful  progress,  and  we  look  forward  with  flattering  prospects  to  its  early  completion.  In  order, 
therefore,  that  the  value  of  the  remaining  portion  of  land  may  be  disposed  of,  we  ask  of  your  honorable 
body  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  the  State  of  Alabama  to"  sell  the  remnant  of  the  land  granted  to  the 
State  for  improving  rivers  therein  named  for  the  best  price  that  can  be  obtained,  without  regard  to  the 
fixed  minimum  rate.  It  will  be  seen  by  your  honorable  body  that  this  subject  is  not  alone  a  matter  of 
great  interest  to  the  State  of  Alabama,  but  equally  to  all  the  States  who,  from  their  locality,  feel  interested 
in  the  works  for  the  completion  of  which  the  donation  was  made.  By  authorizing  the  State  to  effect  a  sale 
upon  the  best  terms  a  considerable  sum  may  be  realized,  but  under  existing  regulations  and  restrictions 
the  lands  cannot  be  sold. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  our  .senators  be  instructed,  and  our  representatives  requested,  to  use  their 
best  exertions  to  pass  such  a  law  as  is  contemplated  in  the  memorial;  and  that  his  excellency  the  governor 
be  requested  to  transmit  to  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress  a  copy  hereof. 

SAMUEL  W.  OLIVER,  Sjjeaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
JOHN  ERWIN,  President  of  the  Senate. 

A|:ipr(ived  January  11,  1834. 

JOHN  (J.VYLE, 
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23n  ('(INGRESS.]  No.  11T6.  [1st  Session-. 

Ari'LlCATION  OF  AL.VBAMA  FOK  A  ORANT  OF  L.\\I>  TO  THE  .M.U.E  .\M»  FE.M.VLE  A(A1)- 

EMIES  IX  TUSCr.MlUA. 

(.•OMMLWICATED    TO    THE    SEN.VTE    FEBRU.iRV    10,     1834. 

JOINT  MEMORIAL  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Till'  inriiii.irial  lA'  the  senate  and  lirinse  uf  re[ireseiitatives  ol'  the  State  uf  Alahaiiia  i-espcetlully  rf]!- 
resent  to  youf  hniKirable  bcii.Iv:  Tliat  the  little  but  flourishing  town  of  Tuseurnliia,  in  Franl'jiin  cuuntv, 
ha.s  two  infant  but  respectable  institutions  in  said  town,  known  by  the  names  of  tlic  Male  and  Femah; 
Academies;  and  as  it  is  known  tliat  tlic  Ci>ngress  of  the  United  States  has  unaiiprfipriali-il  hinds  witliin 
the  limits  of  said  county  of  Franklin,  therefore — 

lie  it  ri'sohrd  bt/  the  senate  and  houxe  of  rvjvesentafives  of  the  State  of  Alalmma  in  generat  afsemtily  eon- 
vencd,  That  our  senators  be  instructed,  and  our  representatives  in  Congress  be  requested,  to  use  their 
best  endeavors  to  have  an  act  of  Congress  jiassed  at  the  present  session  authorizing  the  trustees  of  said 
institution  to  select  for  eacli  institution  four  sections  of  land  at  the  minimum. 

And  be  it  further  rcsolivd,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Elizabeth  Acailemy,  in  said  county  nf  Fraiddin, 
be  authorized  to  select  four  sections. 

And  that  the  executive  of  this  State  be  requested  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  same  to  each  of  our 
senators  and  representatives  in  Congress. 

S.-VMUEL  W.  OLIVER,  Sjvaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
JOHN  ERWIN,  President  uf  the  Senate. 

Apiiroved  January  17,  1S34. 

JOHN  GAYLE. 


23n  (JoNGREss.]  No.    1177.  [1st  Session. 

OX    PRIVATE    LAXD    CLAIMS    IX    LOUISIAXA. 

COMMUNIC.VTED  to  the    house  of  REPRESENT.iTIVES  FEBRU.VRY  10,   1834. 

Mr.  Cave  .Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  communication 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanied  by  the  report  of  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  south- 
eastern district,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  reported: 

That  by  the  act  of  July  4,  1832,  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  southeastern  district,  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  were  directed  to  receive  and  record  the  claims  of  any  person  or  persons  claiming  lands  within 
the  limits  fif  said  district,  "agreeably  to  the  laws  heretofore  enacted  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  iu 
that  part  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  or  State  of  Louisiana,  but  whose  titles  have  not  been  heretofore  con- 
firmed," on  or  before  July  1,  1833,  and  to  report  the  same  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  register  and  receiver  very  properly  classed  the  diflerent  individuals  claiming  a  confirmation  of 
their  title  under  four  different  heads: 

First,  called  by  them  "  Class  A,  including  claims  founded  upon  grants  or  concessions,  made  and  com- 
pleted in  due  form,  by  the  French  or  Spanish  governments." 

Second,  "  Class  B,  including  claims  founded  upon  incomplete  titles,  such  as  orders  or  warrants  of 
survey,  authentic  survej'S,"  &c. 

Third,  "Class  C,  including  claims  founded  upon  possession  and  cultivation  for  at  least  ten  consecu- 
tive years  prior  to  l)ecember  20,  1803." 

Fourth,  "  Glass  I),  including  the  claims  embraced  within  the  provisions  of  the  fourth  section  of  the 
above-mentioned  act,  passed  July  4,  ls33." 

The  claimants  under  class  A  found  their  titles  upon  the  protection  to  persons  and  property  promised 
by  tlie  government  in  the  trcatj-  with  France  of  April  30,  1803,  and  under  the  first  section  of  an  act  of 
Congress  passed  March  2,  180.5,  (L.  L.,  518,)  which  provides  that  any  person  or  persons  resident  within 
the  territories  ceded  by  the  French  republic,  and  who  had,  liefore  October  1,  1800,  obtained  from  the 
French  or  Spanish  governments  "  any  duly  registered  warrant  or  order  of  survey,  and  which  were  on  that 
day  actually  inhabited  or  cultivated  for  his  or  their  use,  shall  be  confirmed  in  their  titles  in  tiie  same 
manner  as  if  their  titles  had  been  complete." 

The  act  of  March  20,  180.5,  makes  void  all  grants  or  evidences  of  title  emanating  from  the  Spanish 
government  after  October  1,  1800,  the  date  of  the  treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso. 

Under  the  provisions  of  these  laws  the  register  and  receiver  have  received  and  recorded,  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurj',  with  the  evidence  upon  which  they  acted,  the  ap|)lications  of 
forty-nine  claimants  for  a  confirmation  of  their  titles,  and  recommend  a  confirmatinn  of  their  claims.  An 
abstract  accompanies  this  rejiort,  showing  the  names,  by  what  title  they  claim,  and  the  quantity  of  land 
claimed  by  them.  The  committee  are  satisfied  that  the  several  apjilicants  named  in  said  list  should  be 
confirmed,  respectively,  in  their  titles  as  being  embraced  within  the  provisions  of  the  laws  aforesaid,  except 
those  which  are  hereafter  named. 
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CLASS  A. 


No. 


Names. 


E.  B.  Dufoclier  De  Griiy 

Joan  Sevet  

Simuu  Cuculu 


8 

9 

10 

11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 

33 
34 
85 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 

46 


47 


Aclievilk'  uuil  Lawrence  Segur.  .  . 


Pierre  Lalour 

Joachim  Berniudez 


7  '  Fran9ois,  Pliillippon,  &  Jean  Antoine -j 


Julm  Castellin 

Louis  Sauland 

Pierre  Gcrvais  Arnault. 


Antoine  Chevalier  Doricourt 

Marie  Joseph  Carel 

Ijonaventure  Baily 

Heirs  of  Lawrento  Guenard 

Louis  Menier 

Jean  Estevan 

\Vidow  of  Pierre  Lope 

Adrien  Dcve 

Victor  Chevalier 

Arthemise  Cassagnol 

E.  B.  Dufocher  De  Gruy 

Marcos  Caulor  De  Villicrs 

Marguerite  Nivette 

Tenor  Nivette 

Magloire  Guichard 

Etieone  Grandpre 

Pierre  Lafetor 

Antoine  Joseph  Doussan 

Francois  Martin 

John  Estevan 

Wni.  and  Jona.  Montgomery 

Widow  l''ran5ais  Pascales  Labarre. 


Alexander  Milne 

Joseph  Ijlanchard 

Anne  Robinet 

Noel  Frederick 

Jacques  Courtault 

Wm.  Gormly  and  others 

David  Urquiiart  ; 

Jean  Baptistc  Genois 

Julie  Sharp 

Rene  Arnous  and  Constat  Viel 

Thoniasin  Blanchard 

Heirs  of  Jacques  Milton 

The    heirs   of    Jeane    Dilotte,    now 

claimed  under  act  of  April  12,  1814. 

Sosthene  Roman 


Ileirs  of  Julien  Paydrass 


Quantity. 


Titles. 


10  arpcntsby  40 

3. ...do. ...40 

6  arpents  to  the  cape 
27  ariient.s  in  front  .  . . 

13  arpents  by  80 

14 do 40 

6 do..  .    40 

6 do 40 


121 J  STiperficial  arpents 

21  arpents  in  front 

Irregular  depth 

4  arpents  by  40 

7. ...do. ...40 

6  arpents  in  front,  irregular 
depth  to  tlie  lake. 
15  arpents  by  20 

6. ...do. ...40 

8. ...do. ...40 


.40. 


1.. 
1.. 
1.. 
1.. 
1.. 
1.. 
11.. 


..do. 
..do. 
..do. 
..do. 
..do. 
..do. 
..do. 


..40. 
...40. 
,..40. 
,..40. 
...40. 
...40. 
...40. 


540  superficial  arpents 

3  arpents  by  40 

U...do....40 

..do.... 40 

..do. ...40 


12., 

4. 
4. 
2. 

20'. 
0 


2 

231. 


..do.. 
..do.. 
. . do . . 
..do.. 
..do.. 


.40. 
,.40. 
,.40. 
,.40. 

..80. 


20  arpents  in  front  to  the  lake 

Poll. 
40  arpents  by  80 

31. ..do. ...40 

43 do 40 

3 do 40 

7. ...do. ...40 

Island  Chenur  Aminada 

12  arpents  on  each  side  by  20, 
120  feet  front  by  3  arpents  deep . 

G  ar[)ents  bj'  11 

4  arpents  and  10  toisesby  40. 

2  arpents  by  40 

40. ...do. ...40 

2,269  superficial  arpents 


French  grant  . 

do 

do 

Spanish  grant. 
do 


do 

French  grai.t  . 
Spanish  grant 


Four  French  grants. 
Two  Spanish  grants 

French  grant 

do 

do 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 


Spanish  grant  . . 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

French  grant  .  . . 

Spanish  grant  . . 

French  grant  . . . 

do 

do 

Spanish  in  1802. 

do 

do 

French  grant  .  . . 

Spanish  grant.  . . 
do 

French  irrant  .  . . 


2,100  superficial  arpents,  8  ar- 
pents in  front  and  back  to 
the  first  water-course. 
65  arpents  by  40 


do 

Spanish  grant 

Part  Spanish,  part  French. 

French  grant  

do 

do 

do 

Spanish  grant 

do 

do 

do 

French  grant 

Spanish  grant,  August  9, 

1802. 
F''rench  c-rant 


Spanish  grant 


Upon  examining  the  i)reccding  list  it  will  be  perceived  that  those  claimants  marked  as  Nos.  3,  10, 
25,  32,  38,  and  46,  have  no  specific  depth  in  arpents  nor  any  superficial  extent,  so  as  to  enable  the  officers 
of  the  government  to  designate  with  sutlicient  certainty  the  said  lands,  and  they  are,  therefore,  not 
recommended  for  confirmation  at  the  present  time;  and  thej'  iiave  therefore  provided,  in  the  bill  accom- 
panying this  report,  that  the  said  claims  be  again  referred  to  the  register  and  receiver  for  furtlier  report, 
designating  the  boundaries  of  the  claims,  respectively,  and  also  the  quantity  of  land. 

The  claim  No.  45,  to  the  heirs  of  Jeane  Dilotte,  for  2,269  arpents,  is  founded  on  a  grant  from  the 
Spanish  government,  dated  the  9th  day  of  August,  1802.  The  act  of  the  2d  March,  1805,  section  fourteen, 
makes  express  provision  that  all  Spanish  grants  made  after  the  treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso,  the  1st  of  October, 
1800,  when  the  Spanish  government  ceded  to  France  Louisiana,  shall  be  void;  and  the  connnittee  are  not 
informed  of  the  government  ever  having  recognized  one  grant  as  valid  subsequent  to  that  dale,  and  this 
claim  was  presented  to  and  rejected  by  a  former  ))oard  of  commissioners.  The  reg-ister  and  receiver  now 
plac(>  its  confirmation  on  tlie  first  section  of  the  act  of  the  12th  April,  1814.  It  is  believed,  from  an 
examination  of  said  act,  only  to  apply  to  incomplete  Spanish  titles  and  not  to  grants;  that  the  present 
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case  does  not  fall  within  tiie  imivisioiis  of  that  law,  ami   tlii'  cmiimittcr  do  imf,  tlicrofori-,  I'cconimciiil  its 
confirmation. 

Nos.  215,  27,  and  2><,  arc  small  tracts  of  land  claimed  also  nndor  Spanish  ,t;-i-auts  in  1S(I2;  lint  as  ilicy 
were  surveyed  in  HlLS  by  the  proper  Spanish  otliccr,  and  the  grantees  put  in  possession,  it  is  believed 
that  their  claims  would  have  been  eiabraeod  in  the  provisions  of  the  law  if  no  complete  title  had  been 
made  thereto  in  1802,  and  they  are,  therefore,  recommended  for  c<inlirmation. 


CL.\SS  B 

The  claimants  under  Class  1>  also  found  their  titles  upon  the  acts  of  Oong'ress  before  referretl  to. 
The  reg'ister  and  receiver  have  rejiorted  fifty-three  applicants  who  hold  their  lauds  by  incomplete  Spanish 
titles,  such  as  surveys,  &c.,  and  recommend  a  confirmation  of  their  claims.  An  abstract  from  the  report 
of  the  register  and  receiver  accompanies  this  report,  specif^'ing  the  names  of  the  claimants,  the  (juantity 
of  land  claimed,  and  the  nature  of  the  title  under  which  they  claim.  The  committee  arc  satisfied  that  the 
said  claimants,  respectively,  sliould  be  confirmed  in  their  titles  to  the  lands  claimed  by  them,  b(dieving 
that  they  are  embraced  within  the  provisions  of  tlie  laws  aforesaid,  except  those  which  are  designated 
hereafter. 


No. 


9 

10 

11 

12 
13 

14 
15 
16 

n 

18 

19 

20 
21 

22 

23 

24 
25 
26 


27 
28 
29 

30 
31 
32 
33 
34 


Names. 


Samuel  Britton  Bennett 

Alexander  Lesseps 

Pleasant  Branch  Cock 

John  Eniile  Faures 

Noel  Barthelemy  Le  Breton 

George  Seicshneydre 

Julian  Truxille 

Francois  Barthelemy  and  brothers 

Fran(;ois  Regaud 

Charles  Hogau 

Zenon  Nivet 

Ebenezer  Cooley 

St.  Julian  De  Tournillon 

Zenon  Bourgeat 

Zenon  Lacour 

Jean  Trahan 

Clotilde  Dugas 

Jean  Baptiste  Laudry 

Jean  Louis  Gaston  Villiers 

John  McDonough 

do 

Ludger  Forticr 

Jean  Baptiste  Degruy 

Heirs  of  Guillaume 

Auguste  Franfois  Guerin 

Angelique  Aury 

Francois  Dorville , 

Marie  Joseph  Beaulieu 

Jean  Louis  Beaulieu 

Iliacinthe  Thomas  Hazeur  &  others 
Pierre  Babin  and  Henry  Bonamy  . 

Thomas  Mille 

Etienne  Blanchard 

Joseph  Guillot 

vor..  VI 114  E 


Quantity. 


15  arpents  by  40 

40. ...do.. .120 

10 do 40 

2 do 40 

2  arpents  and  21  toises  by  40. 
10  arpents  by  40 

8. ...do. ...40 


Titles. 


do . 


10. 
6. 

4. 

O 
O  . 

20. 

1,520  superficial  arpents. 


.40. 
..do... 120. 
,  .do.    ..40. 

.do 40. 

.do.... 40. 


4  arpents  by  40. 
2...  .do.  ..'.40. 
4.... do.... 40. 

2.... do 40 

2.... do.... 40. 


5  leagues  front  by  3  arpents; 
1,239  superficial  arpents. 

20  arpents  by  40 

12. ...do 40 


8. ...do. ...40. 


5  leagues  front  and  1  by  20 
arpents. 

3  J  arpents  by  60 , 

32 do 60 

17  in  front  to  the  lake,  8  in 
front,  and  back  not  exceed- 
ing 20. 

9  arpents  by  18 , 

3  arpents  on  each  side , 

2  arpents  on  each  side,  and 
not  exceeding  18  back. 

3  arpents  on  each  side  road . , 

5  arpents  by  40 

2 do... ".40 

3  arpents  9  toises  by  23 

3  arpents  by  26 


Order  i.if  survey  1782,  and  set- 
tled ever  since. 

Island,  order  of  survey  of  1788. 

Grand  Isle,  order  of  survey  of 
1787. 

Claimed  by  a  decree  in  1 790, and 
continued  possession  since. 

do do 

By  survey  in  1774,  and  posses- 
sion since. 

By  survey  in  1790,  and  posses- 
sion. 

By  survey  in  1789,  and  posses- 
sion since. 

Grand  Isle,  survey  in  1781,  and 
l)ossession  since. 

By  survey  in  1777,  and  posses- 
sion. 

Permission  to  settle  in  1704, 
and  possession  since. 

By  order  of  survey  1787 

Permission  to  settle  in  1802, 
and  actual  possession  and 
cultivation  December,  1803. 

Survey  in  1777,  and  possession. 

Survey  in  1774,  and  possession. 

Survey  in  1780,  and  possession. 

do do 

Survey  in  June,  1800,  and  pos- 
session. 

See  book.  Possession  and  culti- 
vation for  forty  years. 

Survey  in  1794,  and  possession. 

Survey  in  1794,  and  continued 
possession. 

Grant  in  1802,  and  cultivation 
and  possession  long-  before. 

Survey  in  1789,  and  continued 
possession  for  fifty  years. 

Survey  in  1799,  and  possession. 

d(j do 

Survey  1791,  and  possession  .  . 


do do 

Survey  1796,  and  possession  . 
Survey  1791,  and  possession  . 

Possession  50  years 

Survey  1786,  and  possession. 
Survey  1791,  and  possession. 

do do 

do do 
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No. 


Names. 


Quantity. 


Titles. 


35 
36 

37 

38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 


45 
4(5 

47 

48 
49 

50 
51 


53 


Heirs  of  John  Alnian 
do 


Francois  Dusuan  De  La  Croix. 


Augustc  Grolean 

Heirs  of  George  Olivean 
Heirs  of  Pierre  Robeau.  . 

Andre  Pizani 

Jean  Jacques  Haydel  .  . . 
Heirs  of  Stephen  Henry  . 
Heirs  of  Pierre  Sanvc . .  . 


Antoino  Michaud .  .  . 
Jean  Pierre  Guedry. 


Francois  Enoul  Lovaudais 


Widow  of  Jean  Pierre  Dugert. 
Jean  Voisin 


.do. 


Louis  Fran9ois  Montault 
Agenor  Bosque 


Heirs  of  Simon  Aingle 


12  arpents  by  40 

20 do... ".40 y. 

5(3 do 40 

41. ..do. ...40 

20 do 40 

2. ...do. ...40 

12. ...do 40 

9 do 40 

15 do 40 

49 do 39 

.  820  superficial  arpents 

4  arpents  by  40 

31  leagues  by  3  arpents. . . . 

491  acres 

5  arpents  by  40 

000  superficial  arpents 

10  arpents  by  40 

5  arpents  by  the  depth  be- 
longing to  97  superficial 
arpents. 

25  arpents  by  40 


Survey  in  1789 

Survey  1794,  and  possession  im- 
til  his  death  in  1805. 

Surveyed  in  1801,  and  posses- 
sion 50  years. 

Surveyed  in  178G,  &  possession. 

Survey  1787,  and  possession  . . 

Survey  1776,  and  possession  . . 

Survey  1771,  and  possession  . . 

Survey  1786 

Survey  1790  

Partly  under  a  supposed  grant 
in  1738,  and  partly  by  surveys 
and  possession  for  55  years. 

Survey  1785,  and  possession  .  . 

Surveyed  in  April,  1803,  and 
possession. 

Grant  lost  but  proven,  and  also 
habitation. 

Decree  in  1795,  and  possession. 

Possession  and  cultivation  40 
years. 

Survey  1788,  and  possession  . . 

Surveyed  Dec.  18,  1803,  and 
continued  possession  since.  . 

do do 


Survey  1787,  and  possession  . . 


In  examining  the  preceding  list  of  claimants  it  will  be  seen  that  Nos.  26,  28,  and  29,  are  in  the  same 
situation  as  the  claimants  under  the  Claag  A,  numbered  3,  10,  25,  32,  and  38;  and  the  same  course  is 
provided  for  both  claimants  in  the  bill  accompanying  this  report. 

Claim  No.  19  is  for  a  tract  of  land  fifteen  miles  long  and  about  one-ninth  of  a  mile  wide. 

Claim  No.  23  is  for  two  tracts,  one  fifteen  miles  long  and  fifteen  and  one-third  chains  wide;  the  other 
three  miles  long  and  fifty-eight  and  one-third  chains  wide. 

Claim  No.  47,  for  a  tract  near  eleven  miles  long,  about  one-ninth  of  a  mile  wide. 

These  claims,  for  such  a  quantity  of  land  and  in  such  a  shape,  do  not  seem  sanctioned  by  the  usage 
and  custom  of  the  Spanish  or  French  governments,  and  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  should 
be  further  examined  before  a  confirmation;  and  they  have,  therefore,  added  a  section  in  the  bill  accom- 
panying this  report,  making  it  the  duty  of  the  register  and  receiver  to  forward  a  transcript  of  the  evidences 
before  them  in  relation  to  said  claims  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  his  adjudication. 

Claim  No.  13  is  also  for  1,520  superficial  arpents,  founded  on  a  permission  to' settle  in  1802,  and  proof 
of  a  settlement  of  said  land  on  the  20th  of  December,  1803.  The  second  section  of  the  act  before  referred 
to  limits  the  quantity  of  land  to  those  claiming  to  have  settled  by  permission  of  the  Spanish  officers  to 
040  acres  of  land. 

The  permission  given  in  this  case  is  subsequent  to  the  time  wlien  Spain  ceded  Louisiana  to  France. 
This  claim  was  once  before  presented  to  the  board  of  commissioners  by  the  settler,  Bernardo  de  Deva, 
and  was  rejected  for  the  want  of  proof  of  settlement,  and  the  present  applicant  claims  under  him,  and 
produces  proof  of  settlement  the  20tli  of  December,  1803,  by  the  said  Bernardo.  The  committee  have 
also  hicluded  this  claim  in  the  section  requiriiig  further  proof  from  the  other  claimants. 

Claims  35,  42,  and  43,  from  the  report  of  the  register  and  receiver,  were  surveyed  by  the  proper 
officers  for  the  claimants,  but  not  settled  or  cultivated  by  them;  and  the  act  aforesaid  only  directs  the 
confirmation  to  those  who  claim  "by  any  duly  registered  warrant  or  order  of  survey,  and  wiiich  were,  on 
the  1st  of  October,  1800,  actually  inhabited  and  cultivated"  by  the  claimant,  or  for  his  use  or  benefit. 
The  committee  therefore  include  those  claimants  also  in  the  section  of  the  bill  requiring  further  proof  in 
relation  to  said  claims. 

All  the  other  claimants  in  Class  B  are  recommended  by  the  committee  to  be  confirmed. 


CLASS  C. 

Claimants  under  Class  C  found  their  claim  upon  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1807, 
(L.  L.  548,)  which  provides  "that  any  person  or  persons  who,  on  the  20th  of  December,  1803,  had,  for  ten 
consecutive  years  prior  to  that  day,  been  in  possession  of  a  tract  of  land  not  claimed  by  any  other  person 
and  not  exceeding  2,000  acres,  and  who  were,  on  that  day,  resident  and  had  still  possession  of  such  tract 
of  land,  shall  be  confirmed  in  their  titles  to  such  tract,"  to  the  extent  contained  within  the  ascertained 
and  acknowledged  boundaries.  Tlie  register  and  receiver  have  reported  two  hundred  and  fifty-one  appli- 
cants^ under  the  preceding  law.  The  committee  accompany  this  report  with  an  abstract  from  their  report, 
showing  the  names  of  the  applicants,  the  fiuantity  of  land  claimed,  and  the  length  of  possession,  all  of 
whom  the  committee  think  should  be  confirmed  in  their  claims,  except  those  specified  liereafter. 
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CLASS  C— Continued. 


Names. 


Quantity. 


Possession. 


Hugucs  Lavergnc 

Felix  Martin  Forstall 

Nicholas  Regg-io 

Edmond  and  Fran9ois  Frazendo 

Lewis  Bernondy 

Edmond  and  .Jean  Baptist  Drouet.  .  .  . 

Pierre  Robin  Lacoste 

Louise  Odillc  Destrahan 

Francois  Delery 

Aimee  Guillet 

Pierre  Charlet 

Louis  Bouligny 

Francois  Robert  Avart 

Louis  Barthelemy  Macarty 

Philip  Guesnor 

David  Oliver 

Martin  Duralde 

Thomas  W.  Chinn 

Peter  Rapp 

Michel  Bernard  Cantrelle 

Jean  Ursin  Jarreau 

Michael  Ainae 

Etieime  Trepagnier 

Edmond  Forticr 

Bernard  Marigny 

Widow  of  Louis  Nicholas,  and  sous . . 

Widow  Jean  Salvant 

Augusta  Madere 

Louis  Le  Bourgeois 

Marie  Constance  Larche 

Heirs  of  Marie  Emeranthe  Schetaigre . 

Jean  Tircuit 

Jean  L.  Edmond  and  Jeau  B.  Drouet. 

Church  of  Assumption 

Charles  Beromee  Dufau 

Zenon  Ledoux  

Joseph  Cavalier 

Jean  Baptiste  Terence  Drouet 

Juste  Le  Bean 

Rene  Trudeau  

Josephine  Power 

Heirs  of  Laurent  Guerard 

Honore  Lagroue 

Desire  De  Blanc 

Donate  Landry 

do ■ 

Frosinc  Laneaux 

Scolastique  Laneaux 

Augustine  Larausc 

Joseph  Dufrise 

Joseph  Aillau 

Evariste  Lapine 

Raphael  Gotreau 

Michael  Theriot 

Jean  Baptiste  Racquet 

Michael  Andre  and  Ilortaire  Audry.  .  . 

Gilbert  Leonard 

Joseph  Vilton 

John  Nivit 

Francois  Lafraiice 

do 

Perrine  Lafrance 

Celeste  Daubard , 

do 

Raphael  Labady 

Heirs  of  George  Shitz   

Jean  Baptiste  and  Lise  Cantrelle.  .  . 

Andre  Wagenspack 

Paul  Marie  Boudreau 

Heirs  of  Mary  Saul 

Pierre  Caulon 

Philibert  Justin  Taris 

Emanuel  Landry 

Jean  Baptiste  Gucdry 


9|  arp'ts  bjT  15 

26 do 80 

20 do....  40 

6  arps.  26  ts.  5  ft.  6  in.  by  40 . 

4  arps.  26  ts.  6  ft.  by  40  1 

li  league  by  6  arpents 

16  arpents  by  40 

16 do 40 

10.. 

4:. 

231 

81. 


3.. 
U- 


21 

4! 
12 

7 . 
26. 
20. 

T. 

1. 
24. 

61 

3: 

o 
O  . 

.1 


4... 
3... 

31.. 

5... 
10... 
iofl 

~2i.  . 
6".. 


.do 40. 

.do.... 40. 

, do ....  40 . 

.do. ...40. 

.do.... 40. 

.do.... 40. 

.do... 
, .do... 
..do... 
, .  do . .  . 
..do... 
..do... 
..do... 
..do... 
..do... 
. . do . . . 
..do... 
..do... 
..do... 
..do... 
. . do . . . 
..do.. 
..do.... 
..do.... 
..do.... 
..do.... 

.do.... 

.do. 

.do., 

.do. 

.do. 


.40 

.40 

.40 

.40 

.40 

.40 

.40 

.40 

.40 

.40 

.40 

.40 

.40 

.40 

.40 

.40 

.40 

.40 

.40 

40 

..40 

..40 

..40 

..40 

..20 

28  arps.  20  toises,  back  to  lake* 
3.5  arpents,  not  exceeding  40.  . 
32  arpents  by  40 


2 do . 

2 do . , 

2 do .  . 

1 do. 


1.. 
1.. 

2. . 
2. . 
01. 
51. 

4r. 


3.51. 
i'.. 
9.. 

15.. 
6.  . 
4.. 
4.. 

2.  . 
U. 

u. 

67. 
6.  . 
9 

16.. 

20.  . 

6.  . 

10.. 

2 


..do... 

..do... 

..do... 

..do... 

..do... 

..do... 

..do. 

..do. 

..do. 

..do. 

.   do. 

. .  do . 

..do. 

..do. 

..do. 

..do. 

..do. 

..do. 

..do. 

..do. 

..do. 

..do. 

..do. 

..do. 

..do. 

..do. 

..do. 

..do. 


40. 

.40. 

.40. 

.40. 

.40. 

.40. 
-.40. 
..40. 
.  .40. 
..40. 
..40. 
..40. 
..40. 
..40. 
-.40. 
.  .  40 . 
..40. 


Upwards  of  50  years .  . . . 

Since  1176 

Since  1792 

For  50  years 

do 

Since  1776 

Since  1786 

For  more  than  40  years. 

For  50  years 

Since  1794 

Over  40  years 

do 

do 

50 

do 

do 

do 

40 

do 

Since  1782 
do.. 


Over 


years . 


Over 


years . 


Over 
Over 
Over 
Over 
Over 


years, 
years . 
years. 
year.s . 
years . 


.40. 
.40. 
.40. 
.40. 
.40. 
.40. 
.40. 
40. 
.40. 
.40. 
.40. 
.40. 
.40. 
.40. 
.40. 


40 
50 
40 
50 
40 

do. 

do 

Since  1782 

Since"l792 

Over  40  years. 

do.l 

do 

Since  1786 

Over  40  years . 

do . ' 

do 

do 

do 

Over  50  j^ears. 

Over  40  years. 

do.! 

do 

do: 

do 

do 

Since  1792 

Over  40  3-ear.s. 

do.! 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

About  40  years. 

Over  50  years . 

Over  40  years. 

Since  1789 

Over  40  years. 

Since  1789 

Over  40  years. 

Since  1789 

Over  40  years. 

Since  1789 

do 

Over  40  years. 

do.! 

do 

Since  1785 

Since  1789 

Over  40  years. 

Over  45  years . 

Over  40  years. 
do.! 


~  Grant  presumed  from  proof,  but  lost. 
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No. 

Names. 

Quantity. 

PoBsesBion. 

15 

Pierro  Lefcbvi'C       

4^  arp'ts  by  40 

Over  40  years 

do 

76 

3 do 40 

77 

Jeanne  Dessallcs 

4 do 40 

do 

78 

4.  .  .  .do 40 

do 

79 

Pierre  Soniat  Dui'ossart  and  (ithcr.s. .  . 

Heirs  of  Francois  D'Hebeconrt 

do   .  .    . .' 

10 do 40 

do 

80 

A  small  irregular  tract 

do 

81 

23  arpents  by  40 

do 

82 

Louis  Allard 

4 do 40 

do 

83 

Heirs  of  Louis  Allard 

14 do 40 

do 

84 

18 do 40 

By  permission  before 
do 

1808 

8fi 

do 

6 do 40 

8fi 

do 

30  acres  front  by  110  arpents  . . 
4  arpents  by  45 

Over  40  years. .    .  . 
do     . 

87 

Eupliraim  La  Brancho 

SS 

Frani^ois  and  Achille  Lorio 

3 do 40 

do 

89 

Heirs  of  Andre  France 

i  of l.do. . .    40 

do 

qo 

Henry  Armstrong"  James 

I  of  1.  do 40 

do 

01 

Heirs  of  Jacques  Ingle 

10       .do   . . .40          

Since  1790 

9'^ 

Heirs  of  George  Kinler 

1  of  1 .  do 40 

Over  40  years 

do 

98 

Honore  Poussan 

1.  .  .  .do 40 

94 

Sylvian  Boudoin  and  others 

IJ.. .do   ...40 

Since  1782 

95 

Auguste  Perron 

6 do 40 

Over  40  years 

96 

Antonio  Vela 

7         do         40 

do 

97 

Joseph  Cavaliero 

2       .do         40 

do   .    . . 

98 

Jac(jues  Viclinair 

2 do 40 

do 

99 

Antoine  Badaux 

2 do 40 

do 

inn 

Heirs  of  Antoine  Badaux 

2i   ..do     .40 

do 

101 

Evaristc  Badau.x 

Francis  Ilimmel 

11.  .  .do 40 

do   

10-? 

ll.  ..do 40 

do 

ma 

Alexis  Himmel 

l'.  .  .do 40 

do 

in4 

Mathias  Borne 

^  of l.do   . .   40 

do       

in5 

Ursin  Savois 

2 do 40 

do 

106 

Jean  Dufreney 

2 do 40 

do 

107 

Geortre  Dufrenev 

2         do       .  40   . . .    . 

do          

108 

Alexis  Amand  Leday 

3 do      . .  40 

do       

109 

1 do 40 

do 

110 

Antoine  Leday 

2         do         40   . 

do 

111 
11", 

do 

30  acres  front  by  40  arpents  .  . . 
41  arp'ts  by  40 

do 

do 

113 

do 

1^.    .do 40 

do 

114 

Edward  Bergeron 

1 do 40 

do 

115 

Severin  Forest 

4. . . .do.    . .40 

do 

116 

Celeste  Lamatte 

11.  .  .do 40 

do     

117 

Alexander  Lepine 

2^.  ..do 40 

do 

118 

Honore  Zeringue 

1 do    . .   40 

do          

119 

Pelagic  Haydel 

1 do.  .  .  .40 

do        

ISO 

Paul  Champagne 

1 .    . .do. . .    40 

do 

121 

Louis  and  Udger  Friloux 

1 do 40 

do       

122 

Heirs  of  Pierre  Dragon 

5 do 40 

do 

123 

Francois  Guerin  and  others 

31 do         40 

do 

124 

Joseph  and  Benj.  Carentine 

2 do 40 

do 

125 

Andre  Madere 

1         do         40           .... 

do 

126 

Jacques  Lafranco 

4    .     do         40 

.do 

127 

John  Morris 

9    .    .do      . .40 

do       

128 

Valfroy  Duplessis  and  others 

Honore  Duplessis 

12 do. .  .   40 

do 

129 

5       .do         40 

.      .    .do              ... 

130 

Pierre  Robin  Lacoste 

11  1-5.  do 40 

do 

131 

Fernando  Kodriguez 

3 do 40 

do 

132 

Alex.  Dennistown  and  others 

56     .   do         40       

do                

133 

Pierre  Rouanet 

21.  .  .do 40 

do 

134 

Valfroy  Duplessis 

7 do 40 

do 

135 

Remy  Bourgeois 

1    . .   do         40 

do 

136 

John  Alexis  and  Joseph  Brodraux.  .  .  . 
Alexis  Folse 

3 do 40 

do 

137 

10         do         40 

do          

138 

Romain  Rodri 

2 do         40 

do   

139 

Nicolas  Jleillon 

2 do 40 

do 

140 

Pierre  Jean  Pierre  Biuas 

20. ...do. ...40 

8 do 40 

do 

do 

141 

Jean  Pierro  Burat 

142 

Pierre  Cagnolati 

41      .do         40     ... 

do          

143 

do 

3 do 40 

do 

144 

Heirs  of  Pierre  Clause 

4      ..do         40. 

do 

145 

Jacques  Adain  Frederic 

4 do.    .  .40 

do 

146 

Joseph  Lausade 

8   ...do         40 

do             

147 

Pierre  Covin 

31. ..do 40 

do     

148 

Catharine  Wilkinson 

15. ...do.... 40 

do 

.... 
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CLASS  C— Continued. 


Names. 


Quantity. 


Joseph  B.  Wilkinson 

Merced  Manent 

Genevieve  Zelime  Gaultier 

Domingo  Ragas 

Jacques  Frederic 

Fran(;ois  Moreau.x 

Jean  Lafrauce 

Hortairc  Bouvier 

Jean  Baptiste  Malaison 

Reuben  IJust 

Pierre  Robin  Delogny 

John  S.  David  and  another 

Brinville  Lafrauce 

Joseph  Lahjuier 

Louis  Ilarang 

Francois  McCarty 

Jos.  Euonl  Dugue  Livandais  and  Chs. 
Euoul  Dugue  Livandais. 

Honore  Bacchus 

Zeuon  Saulet 

Mary  Bacchus  

Mercellet  Rieux 

Heirs  of  Andre  Lasseigue 

Louis  Constant  Destez 

George  Tcgre 

Victoire  Desloudcs 

Rosalie  Isidor 

Joseph  Racquet 

Narcisse  Lasso 

Marie  Pierre  Dumouy 

Fran9ois  Pascalis  Lacestiere  and  Vo- 
lant de  La  Barre. 

Lacestiere  Volant  La  Barre  and  Jean 
Baptiste  Volant  La  Barre. 

Edm.  Bozonnier  Marmillon  and  another 

Joseph  Nicholas  Dugas 

Jean  Baptiste  Gaudin 

Beloni  Babin 

Marcelin  Leblauc 

Antoine  Diez 


Heirs  of  John  Dugat 

Heirs  of  Guillauuie  Terrebonne 

Manuel  Perrin 

Arniand  Magnon  &  Jacques  Pelletcau, 

Fran9ois  Dusuan  De  La  Croix 

Heirs  of  Philip  Villere 

Barthelemy  Favre 

Camille  Arnoul 

do 

do 

Michael  Lucien  La  Branche 

do 

Sosthene  Roman,  as  syndic  for  credit- 
ors of  Jean  Baptiste  De  Gruy. 


Barthelemy  Baptiste 

Henry  McCall 

Philip  Augustus  De  La  Chaise. 

Benjamin  Folse 

Marie  Lesche 

Jacques  Babin 

Joseph  Leblanc 

Hypolite  Guedry 

Joseph  Nicolas 

Martial  Leboeuf 

Nicolas  Arcenaux 

do 

do 

Joseph  Barrio 

do 

do 

Jourdain  Savoie 

St.  Mary's  Church 

Marie  Babin 


25  arpents 
1  of l.do. 
.do. 


■61 
0 
5 
3 
1 
1 
I 


...do. 
...do. 
...  do . 
...do. 
...do. 
.do. 
.do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
of  l.do. 
l....do. 

1 do. 

2  2-3. do. 


by  40. 
...40. 
...40. 
...40. 
...40. 
...40. 


6. 


.40. 
.40. 
.40. 
.40. 
.40. 
.40. 
.40. 


.40. 
.40. 

.  .8. 
.80. 


1. 

4. 
1 


.do. ...40. 


do... 
do... 


of  l.do. 

! do . 

!....do. 


.do., 
.do., 
do., 
.do.. 


.80. 
.40. 
.40. 
.40. 
.33. 
.40. 
.40. 
.34. 
.40. 


11.. 

2, . . 
^oVi 
"11.. 

2  each  side  road,  extent  to  lake. 

Same  size  as  above 

2  arpents  on  each  side;  depth 

not  defined. 
12  arpents  on  each  side;  depth 
not  defined. 

6  arpents  by  40 


6.. 

..do.. 

..40 

1.. 

..do.. 

..40 

3.. 

..do.. 

..40 

2 

..do.. 

..40 

20.. 

..do.. 

.40 

60.. 

..do.. 

..40 

20  on  each  side  by  40  arpents. 

11  arpents  by  10 

11 do. ...10 

10. ...do. ...40 

7J  arpents  back  to  lake 

3  arpents  by  40 


§  of  1 

.do.. 

..40 

3... 

.do.. 

..40 

5... 

.do.. 

..40 

4... 

.do.. 

..80 

2. . . 

.do   . 

..40 

10... 

.do.. 

.103 

10.  .. 

.do.. 

..60 

20... 

.do.. 

..40 

2.5 .. . 

.do.. 

..40 

7... 

.do.. 

..40 

71.. 

.do.. 

..40 

6... 

.do.. 

..40 

2i.. 

.do.. 

..40 

If-- 

.do.. 

..40 

2 . . . 

.do.. 

..40 

2... 

.do.. 

..40 

5-6  of  1 

.do.. 

..40 

5... 

.do.. 

..40 

1... 

.do.. 

..40 

2. . . 

.do.. 

..40 

2 

.do.. 

..40 

6... 

.do.. 

..40 

4... 

.do.. 

..40 

2... 

.do.. 

.40 

2.  . . 

.do. 

..40 

6... 

.do.. 

..40 

3... 

.do.. 

..40 

Possession. 


Over  40  years. 
do 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 

.do. 


.  do . 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


do 

Possession  in  1792,  and 
surrendered  to  his  credit- 
ors in  1812. 

Over  40  years 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
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No. 


218 
219 

220 
221 
222 
223 
224 
225 
22<i 
227 
228 
229 
230 
231 
232 
233 

234 
235 
236 
237 
238 
239 
240 
241 
242 
243 
244 
245 
246 
247 
248 
249 

250 
251 


Names. 


Michel  Duplessis 

Fran9ois  Mefifre  Kouzan 


Antoine  Michaud. 
do 


Francois  Alpucnte 

do 

do 

Felix  Leonard  and  otiicrs 

AViiliam  Siiea 

George  W.  Johnson  &  Co 

do 

David  Lanaux  and  others 

do 

Delphine  Bazonier  Marinillon 

Jean  Marie  Dieudonne 

Charles  Labedoyere  Iluchet  Kernion 
&  Pierre  Gucrmeur  Iluchet  Kernion . 

Belisle  Doricourt 

Thomas  A  Morgan 

Joseph  Girod 

Pierre  Cire 

Alix  Bienvenue 

Aimee  Delhomnier 

Antonio  Marcelin  Ducros 

Heirs  of  Julian  Paydras 

do 

Jouissant  Mossy 

AVidow  of  Pierre  Gueno 

Guillaunio  Bellanger 

Manuel  Audry 

Widow  of  Joseph  Castenado 

do 

Church 


Charles  Morgan. 
Parish . . 


Quantity. 


3  arpents  by  40. 
8?. ..do. ...40. 


1,202  superficial  arpents. 

1,800 do 

75  feet  by  304  feet 

3  arpents  by  40 

188  feet,  irregular  depth.  . 
1 0  arpents  by  40 


4.. 

..do.. 

..40 

4.. 

..do.. 

..40 

4.. 

..do.. 

..40 

30.. 

..do.. 

..40 

80.. 

..do.. 

..40 

10.. 

..do.. 

.  .40 

17.. 

..do.. 

..40 

13.. 

..do.. 

..20 

22  arpents  on  both  sides  by  22 . 
6  arpents  by  40. 


1. 

6. 


.do. 
.do. 


37i...do. 
39.. 
20.. 
6.. 

84.. 
2.  . 


40. 
..40. 
..48. 
..40. 
..40. 
..40. 
.  .40. 
..40. 


.do. 

.do. 

.do. 

.do., 
do. 

Area  of  65  arpents  .  . . 
135  feet  by  640  feet... 

2^  arpents  by  40 

730  feet  by  .540  feet.  .  . 

206  feet  by  1,580  feet . 

6  arpents  bj-  40 


10 do 40. 

23. ...do. ...40. 


Possession. 


Over  40  years 

Holden  under  a  decree  of 
Spanish  governor  in  1795. 
Over  40  years 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.tl.) 
.dc 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Since  1815;  recommended 

for  religious  uses. 

Over  40  years 

Because    they    erected    a 

levee  in  1815. 


Upon  examining  the  preceding  list  of  claims,  it  will  bo  seen  that  No.  6  is  a  claim  for  4|  miles  long- 
by  less  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  depth. 

No.  186  is  a  claim  for  60  arpents  front  by  40,  equal  to  2,400  arpents. 

Nos.  220  and  221  belong  to  the  same  individual — the  iust  for  1,202  superficial  arpents,  and  the 
second  for  1,800  superficial  arpents. 

No.  86  is  for  a  tract  of  30  acres  front  by  110  arpents  in  depth. 

These  are  for  larger  tracts  of  land  than  the  law  above  alluded  to  justifies;  and  besides,  there  is  no 
evidence  showing  that  there  is  that  quantity  of  land  within  the  "  ascertained  and  acknowledged  bounda- 
ries" of  their  respective  claims,  and  without  further  evidence  the  committee  would  not  be  inclined  to 
allow  them  more  than  a  common  settlement  of  640  acres,  including  their  improvement;  and  therefore 
these  claims  are  included,  with  others,  in  the  section  providing  for  a  further  examination  of  said 
claims. 

Nos.  84  and  85,  claimed  by  the  same  individual,  and  not  proved  to  have  been  inhal.)ited  and  cultivated 
for  ten  consecutive  years  prior  to  December  20,  1803,  and  No.  86,  also  claimed  bj'  the  same,  and  being  a 
larger  amount  than  the  law  contemplates,  are  referred  for  further  examination  with  the  cases  above 
alluded  to. 

Nos.  40,  176,  177,  178,  179,  and  191  are  not  defined  in  their  limits  or  the  (juantity  of  acres  claimed, 
and  arc  therefore  referred  for  further  examination  with  the  other  claims  of  a  similar  character  in  classes 
A  and  R. 

No.  198,  for  10  arpents  by  103,  for  10  arpents  by  60,  and  for  20  arpents  by  40,  is  claimed  by  the 
creditors  of  Jean  Bapiiste  De  Gruj-,  to  whom  they  were  said  to  have  been  surrendered  in  1812  for  the 
payment  of  debts.  The  committee  think  the  case  deserves  further  examination,  and  place  it  in  the  bill  with 
others  for  that  purpose. 

No.  251  is  a  claim  set  up  by  the  police  jurj'  of  Point  Coupee  for  920  arpents  of  land,  in  consequence 
of  having  erected  a  levee  on  it  to  prevent  the  back  country  from  overflowing.  There  is  no  law  or  custom 
known  to  the  committee  which  justifies  the  claim;  and  tliey  see  no  reason  or  propriety  in  it,  and  recom- 
mend its  rejection. 

The  act  of  July  4,  1832,  in  the  fourth  section,  authorizes  all  those  persons  who  held  'ands  in  the 
southeastern  district  of  Louisiana  by  confirmed  titles,  but  which  were  embraced  in  the  laws  for  the 
adjustment  of  land  titles  in  Louisiana,  whose  lands  may  have  been  sold  as  a  part  of  the  public  domain 
on  the  first  Monday  in  November,  1830,  at  New  Orleans,  may,  upon  application,  have  their  titles  con- 
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firmed  us  it"  tliey  liiiJ  imt  been  sold,  and  diix'cls  a.  report  of  t.lio  cases,  which  luis  ln'cii  doiic  liy  llic  roL;;isl('r 
and  receiver.  An  abstract  of  tlie  report  is  liereto  annexed,  sliowint;'  the  names  of  the  applicants,  tlie 
quantity  of  land  claimed,  and  the  nature  of  the  title  claimed. 


CLASS  D. 


No. 

Names. 

Quantity. 

Possession. 

1 

Thelespliore  Chanipa!j;ne 

1    arpent  by  40 

Over  40  vears 

2 

Daniel  Lambert 

1 do 40 

doL..::: ::::    : 

3 

Andre  Dowin , 

4  arpeuts  by  40          

Granted  in  1717 

4 

5 

Heirs  of  Fraugois  Gabriel  Lono,  and 

Marie  Jeanne  Lono. 
The  Church  ■        ■    ■ 

li..  .do 40 

4.  . .  .do SO 

Over  50  j'cars 

6 

Eli  Champagne     

1 do    40    .      .    .  . 

church;   one-half  granted 
in  1774. 
Over  40  vears 

1 

Charles  Amie  DarensburL^'h 

1 do 40 

do 

8 

Heirs  of  Frederick  Touks 

•2 do 40 

do. 

9 

Widow  of  Philip  Noeuf  burgh 

Valsin  B.  Marmillou 

4 do 40 

do 

10 

4 do 40 

do 

The  committee  recommend  a  confirmation  of  said  claims,  as  they  were  sold  by  mistake,  and  the  appli- 
cants clearly  entitled  to  them.  No  further  provision  is  necessary  for  the  purchasers  from  the  United 
States,  as  the  act  of  1S3-]  authorizes  the  pui'chase  raouej-  to  be  refunded  at  the  Treasury  Department. 
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ON  THE  EXPEDIENCY   OF  COERCING  THOSE  ENTITLED  TO  MILITARY  BOUNTY  LANDS  IN 
ARKANSAS   TO  DRAAV  THEIR  PATENTS  FOR  SAME. 

C0ir5IUNIC,\TED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENT.\TIVES    FEBRUARY   11,    1834. 

Mr.  Clay,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of  the  House  instructing 
them  "to  in(|uire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  coercing  those  entitled  to  military  laud 
in  Arkansas  to  draw  their  patents  for  the  same,"  reported: 

That  it  appears  by  the  annexed  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  addressed  to 
the  chairman  of  said  committee,  which  is  made  part  of  this  report,  that  the  whole  (quantity  ofland  selected 
in  Arkansas  for  military  bounties  is  estimated  to  be  1,162,880  acres,  of  which  the  quantity  actually 
patented  is  1,037,120  acres,  leaving  a  balance  not  yet  patented  of  125,760  acres.  So  large  a  portion  of 
the  land  set  apart  for  military  l.iounties  having  already  been  granted,  the  committee  entertain  the  opinion 
that  the  remaining  portion,  so  far  as  it  may  be  fit  for  cultivation,  will  be  applied  for  in  a  reasonable  time 
by  those  entitled,  and  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  make  any  provision  by  law  to  coerce  applications.  They 
therefore  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution. 


General  Land  Office,  February  5,   1834. 

Sir:  In  reference  to  the  in(iuiries  propounded  in  your  letter  of  this  date,  transmitting  the  enclosed 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  instructing  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  "to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  coercing  those  entitled  to  military  land  in  Arkansas  to  draw  their 
patents  for  the  same,"  I  have  the  honor  to  state: 

1st.  The  quantity  of  land  in  Arkansas,  selected  for  military  bounties,  and  made  subject  to 
the  lottery,  (being  placed  in  the  form  of  tickets  in  awheel,  which  are  drawn  forth  as  locations 
are  required  from  time  to  time,)  is  estimated  to  be 1,162,880 

2d.  The  quantity  actually  patented  has  been  reported  to  embrace 1,037,120 

Leaving  a  balance,  more  or  less,  of 125  760 
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3d.  I  am  unable  to  suggest  any  plan  by  which  these  soldiers,  or  their  representatives,  who  have  not 
received  their  bounties,  can  be  coerced  to  receive  them. 

On  inquiry  at  tiie  War  Department  it  is  ascertained  that  about  (5,000  persons  have  not  yet  applied 
for  their  warrants.  Of  this  number,  however,  only  those  who  shall  produce  an  "  honorable  discharge"  from 
the  service  will  be  entitled  by  law  to  receive  the  bounty. 

It  is  further  ascertained  that  about  6,500  of  the  warrants  already  issued  have  not  yet  been  located. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfulK',  your  obedient  servant, 

ELIJAH  HAYWARD. 
Hon.  C.  C.  Cl.^y,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  II.  R. 


23d  Congress.]  No.   1179.  [1st  Session. 

ON    CLAIM   TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COMllDNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPKESENT.WIVES    FEBRUARY    11,    1834. 

Mr.  A.  Mann,  jr.,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Jean 
Arnauld  Agness,  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  reported: 

That  the  petitioner  prays  a  confirmation  of  his  claim  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  parish  of  Natchitoches, 
about  twenty-five  miles  from  that  post,  and  he  states  that  he  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  said  tract  of 
land  on  the  20th  December,  1803,  and  has  continued  so  to  do  ever  since.  Accompanying  the  petition  are 
two  affidavits,  made  by  different  persons,  purporting  to  be  verified  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  proving 
the  occupation  as  stated  in  the  petition.  No  reason  is  assigned  for  the  omission  by  the  petitioner  to  file 
his  claim  with  the  commissioners  who  were  appointed  under  the  act  of  2d  March,  1805,  (and  the  acts 
supplementary  thereto,)  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to  land 
within  the  Territory  of  Orleans  and  the  district  of  Louisiana  "  These  commissioners  were  authorized  to 
proceed  in  a  summary  way  and  award  upon  the  claims  preferred,  and  were  required  to  report  their 
decisions  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Claims  not  preferred  by  the  time  prescribed  in  the  acts  of 
Congress  are  declared  to  be  barred.  The  evidence  of  occupation  by  ex  parte  affidavits  now  produced,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  ought  to  be  received  with  caution. 

The  persons  making  these  affidavits  cannot  be  known  to  the  committee.  They  may  or  may  not  be 
credible  persons,  and  the  committee  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  satisfactorily.  The  fact  that  the 
petitioner's  claim  was  not  preferred  to  the  commissioners,  and  established,  if  valid  and  legal,  under  the 
laws,  after  a  lapse  of  nearly  twenty  years,  should  be  satisfactorily  explained  by  testimony  of  the  clearest 
and  most  satisfactory  nature. 

The  committee,  however,  in  this  case  do  not  intend  to  express  an  opinion  upon  the  merits  of  the 
petitioner's  claim  to  the  relief  prayed  for;  they  only  intend  to  say  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  evidence  pro- 
duced is  not  in  any  respect  sufficient  to  authorize  Congress  in  granting  the  relief  They,  therefore, 
submit  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 


23d  Congress.]  No.  1180.  [1st  Session. 

ON    CLAIM   TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COMiroNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  FEBRUARY   11,    1834. 

Mr.  A.  Mann,  jr.,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joseph 

Derbanne,  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  reported: 

That  the  petitioner  asks  a  confirmation  of  his  claim  to  640  acres  of  land  in  the  parish  of  Natchitoches, 
about  twenty-five  miles  from  that  post;  and  he  states  that  he  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  said  tract  of 
land  prior  to  the  20th  December,  1803,  and  has  continued  so  to  do  ever  since. 

This  case  and  the  evidence  therein  is  in  all  respects  like  that  of  Jean  Arnauld  Agness,  and  the  remarks 
and  opinion  of  the  committee,  as  made  and  expressed  in  that  case,  are  also  applicable  to  thic  and  to  the 
report  of  that  case.     The  committee  refer  and  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 
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KELATIVE  TO  A    CONNEXION   OF  THE  SURVEYS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS  ^vr^^  THE  LINE 
OF  DEMARCATION  BETWEEN   INDIANA  AND  ILLINOIS. 

COMMUNICATED   Tl)    THE    SEX.\TE    FEnRU-iKY     17,    ISo-t. 

•  Tre.vsi'ry  Dei'artme.nt,  Fcbniarij  14,  1S34. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  ;i  resolution  of  tlie  Senate  of  the  24tli  ultimo,  directing  the  Secretary  of  tiio 
Treasniy  "to  inform  the  Senate  what  progress  Ijas  been  made  in  connecting-  tiie  surveys  of  the  public 
lands  with  the  line  of  demarcation  between  the  States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  agreeably  to  the  provisions 
of  an  act  of  Congress  entitled 'An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  the 
public  surveys  to  be  connected  with  the  line  of  demarcation  between  the  States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois,' " 
approved  March  2,  183;!,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Coininissioiiea- 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  whose  report  tliereu|ion  1  herewith  enclose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  .sir,  very  respectfully,  your  oliedient  servant, 

E.  B.  TANEY,  ficcretanj  af  Ike  Trcaauri/. 

Hon.  Martin  Van  Biren,  Vice-rresident  of  the  United  States  and  President  of  the  Senate. 


General  Land  Office,  Febrnanj  13,  1834. 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  a  resolution  (jf  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  passed  on  the  24th  ultinn.i,  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit:  "  Besolced,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  inform  the  Senate 
what  progress  has  been  made  in  connecting  the  surveys  of  the  public  lands  with  the  line  of  demarcation 
between  the  States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled 
'  An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  the  public  surveys  to  be  connected  with 
the  line  of  demarcation  between  the  States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois,"'  approved  the  2d  March,  1833,  and 
which  you  have  referred  to  this  office,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  copy  of  my  letter  of  instruction  to  the 
surveyor  general  at  Cincinnati,  dated  April  23,  1833,  paper  marked  A,  and  an  extract  from  his  communi- 
cation to  this  office,  dated  1st  instant,  paper  marked  15,  in  reference  to  the  execution  of  the  act  aforesaid, 
being  all  the  information  on  the  subject  in  the  possession  of  this  office. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELIJAH  IIAYWARD,  Commissioner. 

Hon.  R.  B.  Tanev,  Heeretanj  of  the  Treasury. 


A. 

(_iENERAL  Land  Office,  April  23,  1833. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  an  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  appointing  you  to  cause 
the  public  lands  lying  along  the  line  of  demarcation  between  the  States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  as  estab- 
lished by  the  j(jint  sanction  of  those  States,  to  be  surveyed,  in  connexion  with  said  line,  on  each  .side 
thereof,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  to  that  eli'ect,  passed  on  the  2d  of  March  last. 

A  copy  of  tiie  plat  and  tield-notcs  of  the  survey  of  the  boundary  line  referred  to  was  transmitted  to 
your  predecessor  and  acknowledged  to  have  been  received  by  his  letter  of  tiie  1st  Decend.ier,  1827. 

You  are  requested  to  call  on  E.  T.  Langham,  the  survej'or  of  Illinois  and  Missouri,  for  certified  copies 
of  such  township  plats  and  field  and  descriptive  notes  of  the  lands  through  which  the  line  passes,  and 
also  for  such  explanations  as  may  he  necessary  to  the  execution  of  the  duty  imposed  on  you.  Herewith 
is  transmitted  a  sketch  of  the  townships  through  which  the  line  passes,  as  far  north  as  township  2.5; 
townships  26  and  27  have,  however,  been  surveyed.  The  State  boundary  is  not  laid  down  with  great 
precision.  The  mode  pursued  by  the  draughtsman  lias  been  to  continue  north  and  south  the  line  of  Mr. 
Tiffin's  connexions  with  the  State  line  in  townships  21,  22,  and  23.  The  State  line  commences  on  the 
Wabash,  in  township  11,  range  10  west  of  second  principal  meridian,  further  west  than  is  exhibited  by 
the  diagram. 

Fractional  townships  l(i,  north  of  II;irrisoirs  purchase,  17,  18,  19,  and  20,  mirth  of  the  base  line  and 
west  of  the  second  principal  meridian,  ap[icar  to  have  been  surveyed  by  J.  B.  McCall,  and  are  certified  by 
General  Rector,  July  10,  1821. 

Fractional  townships  21,  22,  23,  24,  25,  iind  2t"),  appear  tf>  have  been  surveyed  under  contract  with 
Elias  Rector,  and  are  certified  Deceniber  3,  1822. 

Fractional  township  No.  27  appears  to  have  been  surveyed  under  contract  with  J.  B.  McCall,  and  is 
certified  Novemlier  12,  1822. 

You  will  require  from  Mr.  Langham  the  plats  and  field-notes  of  townships  Id  to  20,  inclusive,  in 
range  10,  and  also  of  townships  24,  25,  2<i,  and  27,  of  the  same  range,  which  four  last-named  townships 
are  within  the  limits  of  the  late  Pottawatomie  cession. 
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Herewith  are  furnished  copies  of  General  Rector's  plats  of  townships  21,  22,  and  23,  of  range  10; 
also  copies  of  Mr  Tiflin's  plats  of  same  townships,  showing-  their  connexion  with  the  State  Imc.  I  wish 
to  call  your  attention  to  those  surveys;  some  explanation  ri'spccting  them  seems  to  be  necessarj'.  Gen- 
eral Rector's  surveys  of  these  townships  abut  on  the  old  Indian  boundary  on  the  east,  which  is  not 
a  meridian  line,  making  a  gore  of  fractions  on  that  boundary.  Mr.  Tiffin's  surveys  show  the  eastern 
boundary  to  lie  a  line  which  appears  to  be  meridional,  and  therefore  not  identical  with  the  old  Indian 
boundary  How  does  this  happen  ?  Has  xMr.  Tiffin  omitted  this  gore  of  fractions  on  the  Indian  boundary, 
or  is  iiis  eastern  line  identical  witli  the  western  boundary  of  these  townships  in  range  9  ? 

In  making  the  connexions  you  will  cancel  such  surveys  as,  in  your  judgment,  may  be  most  expe- 
dient for  the  due  execution  of  the  service.  It  is  expected  that  you  will  be  enabled  to  have  the  work 
completed  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  four  dollars  per  mile. 

Enclosed  for  your  information  are  copies  of  two  letters  from  Colonel  McRee,  dated_  January  9  and 
July  11,  1829,  on  t'he  subject  of  connecting  the  public  surveys  with  the  State  line.  It  is  higidy  important 
that  there  should  be  monuments  of  the  mod  durable  and  uniform  description  established  on  the  line  at 
the  points  of  intersection  of  the  townships'  (.'orners  therewith  throughout  its  whole  extent.  The  sectional 
and  rpiarter-sectional  corners  planted  thereon  should  be  of  a  sjx'cial  kind,  but  diftering  materially  from  the 

township  corners. 

To  eilect  this  object  it  will  be  necessary  for  your  surveyors  to  commence  with  the  line  on  the 
AVabash  river,  and  establish  monuments  for  township  corners,  and  also  sectional  and  quarter-sectional 
corners  within'  the  limits  of  Harrison's  purchase,  in  addition  and  immediately  adjacent  to  those  already 
established  under  instructions  from  j'our  predecessor.  At  the  point  of  intersection  of  the  State  line  with 
that  of  Harrison's  purchase,  it  may  be  that  the  line  run  under  the  sanction  of  the  States  cannot  be  readily 
discovered,  so  as  to  be  at  once  retraced.  If  such  should  be  the  case,  you  will  have  to  cause  a  random 
line  to  be  run  due.  north  from  that  point  of  intersection,  preliminary  to  the  running  of  a  straight  lino 
between  said  point  and  the  southwest  corner  of  township  21,  of  range  10  west,  where  Mr.  Tiffin's 
surveyors  have  commenced  their  connexions  with  the  State  line,  for  a  distance  of  eighteen  miles.  After 
retracing  the  western  boundary  of  townsliips  21,  22,  and  23,  which  purports  to  be  identical  with  the 
State  line,  and  having  planted  the  additional  monuments  as  aforesaid  as  far  north  as  the  northwest 
corner  of  township  23,  of  range  10  west,  should  your  surveyors  not  be  able  to  retrace  the  State  line,  they 
will  have  to  run  a  random  line  due  north  until  they  tind  the  State  line;  but  in  case  the  State  line  cannot 
be  retraced  north  of  the  said  township  23,  and  between  it  and  Lake  Michigan,  the  said  random  line, 
continued  due  north  as  aforesaid,  will  have  to  be  considered  as  the  States'  boundary,  and  the  monuments 
for  township  corners  and  the  sectional  and  quarter-sectional  corners  will  have  to  bo  established 
corresponding  with  those  which  will  have  been  planted  south;  and,  on  reaching  Lake  Michigan,  a  most 
durable  and  conspicuous  monument  is  to  be  established,  on  which  is  to  be  marked  the  distance  in  miles 
from  the  Wabash  river,  and  on  the  east  side  the  words  "Boundary  of  Indiana,"  and  on  the  west  side  the 
words  "  Boundary  of  Illinois,"  and  in  front  the  words,  "  Erected  in  virtue  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  2d 
March,  1833,  in  order  to  connect  the  public  surveys  with  the  States'  boundary."  As  the  intention  of  the 
act  of  Congress  is  not  to  attempt  to  establish  a  line  between  Indiana  and  Illinois,  but  merely  to  ascertain 
the  lino  which  has  been  run  under  the  joint  sanction  of  those  States,  that  line  is  of  course  to  govern  the 
public  surveys  on  each  side  tliereof,  whenever  it  can  be  ascertained.  There  may  be  frequent  breaks  in 
the  line,  where  it  cannot  be  retraced  for  want  of  monuments.  Along  such  breaks,  and  between  those 
points  where  the  line  can  certainly  be  identified,  straight  lines  are  to  be  run,  which  will  be  a  true 
continuation  of  the  line  intended  by  the  States.  If,  however,  it  should  so  happen  that  your  surveyors 
sliould  arrive  at  a  point  where  the  line  cannot  be  identified  on  their  north  and  as  far  as  its  termination, 
then,  and  in  no  other  event,  will  they  be  authorized  in  running  a  due  north  line  and  planting  their 
nionuinents  thereon.  'The  field-notes  of  the  lino  are  to  show  the  corners  established,  both  for  the  Illinois 
and  Indiana  surveys.  Colonel  McRee,  in  his  letter  of  9th  January,  1829,  acknowledges  to  have  received 
from  Mr.  Tillin  the  field-notes  of  the  connexions  of  tlic  public  survej'S  on  the  Illinois  side  within 
Harrison's  purchase;  but  inasmuch  as  no  surveys  showing  the  connexions  on  that  side  were  returned  by 
Colonel  ^McRec  to  this  office,  I  am  unable  to  judge  with  certainty  whether  or  not  the  connexions  have 
been  projjorly  made.  On  this  point  you  will  have  to  decide.  If  all  the  necessary  connexions  on  the 
Illinois  side  were  returned  to  Colonel  McRee  by  Mr.  Tiffin,  so  as  to  admit  of  the  correct  platting  and 
calculations  of  the  quantities  of  tlie  fractions  on  the  Illinois  side,  it  is  not  intended  that  those  connexions 
should  be  again  made,  but  only  that  they  should  be  fully  and  completely  designated  in  the  field-notes.  It 
is  not  known  to  this  office  that  in  townships  Nos.  21,  22,  and  23,  of  range  10  west,  in  Indiana,  connected 
by  Mr.  Tiffin  with  the  State  line,  there  were  any  connexions  with  the  surveys  on  the  same  range  on  the 
Illinois  side;  and  it  is  therefore  presumed  that  those  connexions  will  have  to  be  made,  and  the  evidences 
thereof  furnished  both  to  this  office  and  the  surveyor's  office  at  St.  Louis. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  HAYWARD. 

M.  T.  WiLUAM.-?,  Esq.,  SuriTtjor  Gcticral,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


B. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from.  Micajah   T.    Wdliams,  e^q.,  aurcei/or  general  of  Oliio,  Indiana,  and   Territory  of 
Michiijan,  to  the  (knnmiiisioncr  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

CiNcixxATi,  Fctjruary  1,  1834. 

"Sir:  In  reply  to  j'our  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo,  requesting  to  be  informed  'what  progress  has  been 
made  in  connecting  the  surveys  of  the  public  lands  with  the  line  of  demarcation  between  the  States  of 
Indiana  and  Illinois,  &c.,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  2,  1833,'  1  have  the  honor 
to  stite  Ihat,  as  a  preparattiry  step,  I  addressed,  in  June  last,  under  your  instructions,  a  letter  to  the 
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survoynr  !j,-oiioral  at  St.  Louis,  rcMiucstinij,-  of  llial  cillirrr  cdpics  nl'  the  licld-nnlcs  imd  townsliip  plat.s  of 
tlu;  t(.>\viisluiis  Cdiincctc'd  with  the  l)inmihiry  liiir  in  (|ur.sliiin  iVimi  tiiwiislii|i  1(1  (o  I'T  nnilh,  iii(liisi\c,  of 
raiig-c  10,  and  towiisliip  21  to  27  iiorth,  inclusive,  ui'  ran,i;c  11  wrsl  of  tlie  .sccmid  iiiciidian. 

"Upon  the  receipt,  in  the  month  ul' N()venil)er,  of  the  jiUits  and  liehl-notes  of  the  townships  recpiestcd 
in  ranp;-e  10,  the  necessary  paper.s  and  instructions  ibr  executing-  these  surveys  as  tar  north  as  tewnsiiip 
21  were  jirepared,  and,  on  the  12th  Decemher,  were  transniitt('(l  to  I'errin  Kent,  csii,,  a  surveyor  residinj;- 
in  Warren  county,  Lidiana,  in  tlie  vicinity  of  the  work  to  lie  perfornieil.  W'itli  Mr.  i\ent  a  previous 
arrangement  luid  been  made  to  execute  these  surveys  with  as  little  delay  as  practicalile  after  the  receipt 
of  the  necessary  documents  from  St.  Louis;  and  it  is  presumed  that  he  is  now  engageil  in  that  service, 
thougli  no  advice  of  his  progress  therein  has  been  received  at  this  oflice.  It  is  intended  to  e.xtc'nd  Mr. 
Kent's  instructions  as  far  north  as  to  township  27  north,  upon  the  reception  of  the  notes  and  plats  in 
rang-e  11,  from  the  office  at  St.  Louis,  whicli  liave  been  requested  and  arc  expected  soon  to  lie  received. 
In  the  meantime  the  surveys  in  townshijis  IG  to  21  will  progress. 

■■The   retracing  of  the  line  of  boundary  between   the  two  States,  under  yoni-   inslructions  on   that 

subi<'ct,  is  committed  to  Sylvester  Sibley,  esij  ,  who  will  execute  the  servic<'  in  < nexion  with  the  rnmiing 

ot  the  adjoining  township  and  range  lines  in  Indiana,  lie  has  already  received  the  ie(piisile  inslruetious 
on  that  subject,  in  connexion  with  th(.'  instructions  gi\eu  him  for  the  adjoining  suiveys." 
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rnocRKSs  i\  THE  survey  op  the  u.wns  acquired  hy  purchase  from  the  Potta- 
watomie INDIANS. 

coMMUxic.n'Er)  to  the  sex.vte  FEnr.r-iRV  1",   1834. 

Gexer.u.  L.vnd  Office,  Fihniarij  13,  1834. 
Sir:  In  conformity  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  passed  on  tlio  24th  ultimo,  in 
tlie  words  following',  to  wit:  "  BeKolvcd,  That  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  be  directed  to 
report  to  the  Senate  what  progress,  if  any,  has  been  made  in  surveying  and  preparing  for  sale  the  lands 
ac(]nired  by  purchase  from  the  Pattowotamic  Indians  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  and  that  he  report  the 
number  of  surveyors  and  deputy  surveyors  that  have  been  engaged  in  that  work,  witli  their  names  and 
residences,"  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Senate  tlie  accompanying  doeinnents,  viz:  paper  marked  A, 
being  an  extract  from  a  communication  made  to  this  ollice  by  Micajah  T.  A\'illiams,  esq.,  surveyor  general 
of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Michigan. 

Documents  marked  B  and  C,  being  diagrams  exidanatory  of  the  iirst-nanied  jiaper,  and  which  together 
allbrd  the  information  sought  fijr  by  the  resolution. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELIJAH  IIAYWARD. 
The  President  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 


Exlraetofa  letter  from  Mk-ajah    T,    WiUiam.%   wy.,   surivt/or  general  of  Ohio,  Indiana,   and    Territon/  of 
Miehi'jan,  to  the  Comminsioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  dated  February  1,  1834. 

"The  surveys  of  the  ])ul'lic  lands  in  Indiana  acquired  by  the  late  Pattowotamie  treaty  were  com- 
incnced  about  the  first  of  August  last  by  two  deputy  surveyors,  to  whom  had  been  assigned  "the  running 
of  the  range  and  townsliip  lines  of  the  entire  purchase.  The  whole  of  that  part  of  said  purchase  lying- 
east  of  the  second  meridian,  with  a  considerable  proportion  of  that  lying  west  of  the  same  line,  has  been 
surveyed  into  townships,  returns  of  most  of  which  have  been  received  at  this  office.  The  surveyors  are 
still  in  the  field,  and  are  now  engaged  in  extending  the  lines  over  the  Kankakee  jionds  and  marshes, 
which  can  only  be  done  to  advantage  while  the  frost  prevails.  I  am  advised,  under  date  of  the  21st 
ultimo,  that  tliey  intend  to  continue  their  labors  throughout  the  winter,  and  that  they  expect  to  complete 
the  survey  of  the  range  and  town  lines  of  the  whole  purchase  within  that  State  in  the  month  of  April  next. 

"Arrangements  for  running  these  lines  were  made  in  the  month  of  May  last,  the  survej's  to  be  com- 
menced by  the  1st  of  July.  By  reason,  however,  of  an  attack  of  fever  exiierienced  by  each  of  the 
surve.yors  assigned  to  that  service,  the  commencement  was  necessarily'  delayed  about  one  month.  On  tlie 
reception  at  this  office  of  the  notes  of  the  survey  of  the  exterior  township  lines  of  the  country  east  of 
the  meridian,  amounting  to  about  fifty  townships,  contracts  •were  made  for  the  subdivision  into  sections, 
to  be  completed  by  the  15th  of  Juno  and  1st  of  Juh*.  ,  Louder  these  contracts  three  of  the  surveyors  have 
gone  to  the  field,  and  the  fourth  one  is  expected  to  commence  his  work  within  a  few  days  of  this  time. 

"  Twenty-four  townships  west  of  the  meridian,  returns  of  the  survej'  of  which  have  just  been  received 
at  this  ollice,  will  be  pmt  into  the  hands  of  surveyors  for  subdivision  as  soon  as  the  necessary  papers  and 
instructions  therefor  can  be  pirepared  and  transmitted;  and  arrangements  are  made  for  putting-  into 
the  hands  of  surveyors  the  remaining  townships  of  the  unsurveyed  lands  in  this  purchase,  as  fast  as  the 
returns  of  survey  of  the  exterior  township  lines  are  received;  and  it  is  anticipated  confidently  tiiat  the 
/((■/(/-icorZ.' of  all  the  public  surveys  now  to  be  executed  in  this  State  may  be  performed  by  the  fii-st  of 
December  next,  and  that  a  largo  proiiortion  thereof  may  be  jn-epared  for  jiublic  sales  by  the  1st  of  Octolier. 
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"  To  Sylvester  Sibley,  of  Detroit,  and  Robert  Clark,  jr.,  of  White  Pigeon,  Michigan  Territory,  has 
been  assigned  the  running  of  the  range  and  township  lines  of  the  purchase;  to  Thomas  Brown,  of  Union 
county,  John  Hendricks,  of  Shelby  county,  David  llillis,  of  Jelferson  county,  and  Keuben  J.  Dawson,  of 
Allen  county,  Indiana,  has  been  assigned  the  subdivision  into  sections  of  the  iifty  townships  cast  of  the 
second  meridian;  to  Robert  Hanna,  jr.,  and  Benjamin  J.  Blythe,  of  Marion  county,  Jeremiah  Smith,  of 
Randoliiii  county,  and  Abner  Vanness,  of  Cass  county,  Indiana,  lias  been  assigned  the  h'rst  forty  town- 
ships west  of  said  meridian. 

"Tiie  enclosed  jilat  of  township  lines  west  of  the  meridian,  added  to  the  plat  I  enclosed  you  with  my 
report  on  the  state  of  the  public  surveys  now  ordered  to  be  executed  by  this  office  of  the  23d  ultimo,  will 
exliibit  at  one  view  an  outline  of  the  surveys  within  the  late  Pottawatomie  cession,  so  far  as  they  havo 
been  received  at  this  ottice.  " 


23d  Congress.]  No.    1183.  [1st  Sessiox. 

RELATIVE  TO  TIIE  QUANTITY  OF  LAND  TO  SATISFY  REVOLUTIONARY  LAND  WARRANTS. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  SEN'.\TE  FEBRrARY  18,  1834. 

Treasury  Department,  February  14,  1834. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  4th  December  last,  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  "to  report  upon  the  sufficiency  of  the  provision  made  by  the  act  of  March  2,  1833,  for  the 
satisfaction  of  revolutionary  bounty  land  warrants,  and  whether  a  further  appropriation  of  land  and  issue 
of  scrip  is  necessary  to  satisly  the  outstanding  warrants,"  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  to  the 
Senate — 

1.  Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  with  a  "  schedule  exhibiting  the  number 
of  each  description  of  warrants,  the  quantity  of  land  therein  granted,  the  amount  of  money  of  tiie  certifi- 
cates issued  on  each  description  of  warrants,  and  the  number  of  certificates  issued  under  the  several 
acts  of  Congress  of  30th  May,  1830,  13th  of  July,  1832,  and  2d  of  March,  1833,  up  to  the  15th  November, 
1833." 

2.  Letter  from  W.  Selden,  register  of  the  land  office  of  the  State  of  Virginia. 

3.  Statement  of  John  H.  Smith,  agent  of  Virginia  for  the  examination  of  revolutionary  claims. 
These  documents  contain  all  the  information  of  which  the  department  is  in  possession  in  relation  to 

the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  TANEY,  Secrelary  of  the  Treasury. 

Hon.  Martin  Van  Buren,  Vice-President  of  tlie  Uniled  States  and  President  of  the  Senate. 


No.  1. 

Report  of  Commissioner  of  General  Land  Office. 

General  Land  Office,  December  1,'  1833. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  wliich  is  as  follows:  "Resolved,  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  be  instructed  to  report  to  the  Senate  upon  the  sufficiency  of  the  provision  made 
by  the  act  of  March  2,  1833,  for  the  satisfaction  of  revolutionary  bounty  land  warrants,  and  whether  a 
further  appropriation  of  land  and  issue  of  scrip  is  necessary  to  satisfy  outstanding  warrants,  "  I  have  the 
honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  schedule  exhibiting  the  proceedings  had  under  the  several  acts  of  Congress 
of  30th  May,  1830,  13th  July,  1832,  and  2d  March,  1833,  and  state  that  I  am  rot  able  to  say,  nor  has 
this  office  the  means  of  ascertaining,  the  amount  of  the  outstanding  warrants. 

The  warrants  issued  by  the  State  of  Virginia  since  the  date  of  the  first  act  authorizing  the  issue  of 
scrip  have,  with  very  few  exceptions,  been  satisfied. 

The  quantity  of  land  granted  by  warrants  now  on  file  in  this  office,  and  for  which  there  is  no  provision, 
amounts  to  about  11,000  acres. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELIJAH  IIAYWARD. 

Hon.  R.  B.  Taney,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


1834.] 
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Schedtik  exhibiliiu/  Uw  » innhrr  of  each  dei^criptiim  of  irnrraiiU,  the  quwility  of  Iniid  thrrrin  granted,  the  ainoiiut 
in  moneij  of  the  eertifiealeii  inftued  on  each  dearriplion  of  vwrnntn,  and  the  innntier  of  certifieatetf  iasued 
vnder  the  tseivral  arts  (f  Vongreits  of  3Iaii  'iO,  1,S30,  Jult/1?,,  183-2,  and  Mnn/i  2,  1833,  tip'to  November 
15,  1833. 


DL'scripliiiTi 

of  u"arrant>-. 

Niimbrr  "f 
warrants. 

Quaiitiiy. 

Aniimnt,  in  nioiioy.of 
tin'  ccrtiticaies  i?s'tl 
()ti  i:i('li  (loscription 
of  warrajits. 

Xutiiiicr  of 
ccrtificatr:^. 

558 

308 

4a4 

5-31,354 
251,070 

§651, 6!«  50 
313,837  50 
y8,06-2  50 

Uiiileil  States 

Total .... 

1,^:390 

850,874 

1,063,59-2  50 

10  731 

N.  B.— Tliere  was  appropriated  by  the  act  of  Congress  ol'  30tli  of  May,  1830,  lor  the  State  line  anil  nav\ 

By  the  same  act  lor  tlie  continental  line 

By  tlie  act  of  July  13,  183-2,  for  botli  lines  of  Virginia 

By  the  act  of  Slarcll  2,  1832 1 


260,000  acres. 

50,000  " 
300,000  " 
200,000    " 


Total  appropriations 810,000    " 

Of  wiiich  quantilj-  dciluct  the  amount  of  warrants  satl^^lcll,  (of  the  Virginia  State  ami  continental  lines) 772,424    " 

Leaving  a  quantity  of 37,576  acres 

yet  to  be  satislietl,  and  for  wliich  there  are  warrants  on  file  in  this  orlice.  ■=^^^^^- 


General  Land  Office,  Deceinier  6.  1833. 


ELIJAH   ».\V\V.\RD,  Co 


j?im[ss(Ofier. 


No.  2. 

Letter  from    W.  Selden,  re(/if:ter  of  the  land  offiee  of  Virginia. 

Land  Office  of  Virginia,  IlicJimond,  January  8,  1834. 
Sir:  In  cinniili;uice  with  ymu-  rciiuest  "  to  forward  to  the  Treasury  Department,  at  as  early  a  day  as 
my  convenience  will  permit,  such  information  as  I  can  furnish  on  tlic  subject  of  unsatisfied  military  war- 
rants for  revolutionary  services,"  I  have  to  inform  you  that  tliere  are  now  on  file  in  this  ofiice  120  exc'cutive 
orders  for  military  Liounty  land  warrants,  to  the  amount  of  160,000  acres  of  laud.  To  this  should  be  added 
a  large  amount  of  unsettled  claims  yet  before  the  executive  of  Virginia,  and  the  greater  portion  of  which 
will  probablj-  be  allowed.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  valid  claims  now  before  the  executive  will  exceed 
100,000  acres  of  bounty  land. 

What  is  the  precise  riuantity  of  land  for  which  those  warrants  have  issued   which  have  been  sur- 
rendered for  scrip,  but  which  could  not  come  within  the  last  appropriation  of  Congress,  is  ascertainable  at 
the  General  Land  OtSce,  where  it  is  believed  nearly  the  whole  of  those  warrants  will  be  found. 
Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  SELDEX.    ■ 
Hon.  K.  B.  Taney,  Sevrctari/  of  the  Trea)<ury. 


No.  3. 
Statement  of  Jolui  11.  Smith,  agent  of  Virginia  for  the  examination  of  revolutionary  elaim>t. 

Jan-uary  13,  1834. 

At  the  reriuest  of  the  auditor  of  public  accounts,  I  make  the  following  conjectural  statement — I  call 
it  conjectural  because  I  have  made  no  accurate  calculation  on  which  it  can  rest — viz: 

The  good  claims  to  military  bounty  land  wliich  have  been  reported  by  me  in  my  g'eneral  report  to  tiie 
governor,  and  from  time  to  time  in  reports  upon  petitions  for  bounty  land  wliich  iiave  liecn  referred  to  me 
by  the  executive,  will  require  upwards  of  500,000  acres  of  land  to  satisfy  tticm.  There  are  probably 
between  4,000  and  5,000  good  claims  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  revolutionary  army, 
which  will  be  reported  hereafter. 

JOITX  II.  SMITH, 
Agent  of  Virginia  for  the  examination  of  revolutionary  claims. 


28d  Coxgress.]  No.   1184. 

ON  CLAIMS  TO  LAND  IN  FLO  K  I  D  A  . 

COMMUNICATEn  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESEXT,\TIVES  FEBRUARY  18,  1834. 


[1st  Session'. 


Mr.  Cage,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Parish  Carter 
and  of  Seaton  Grantland,  administrator  of  Charles  Williamson,  deceased,  reported: 

That  Evans  Audere,  Ervin  Williams,  James  Roach,  Willis  Drew,  Pearson  Peacock,  and  Nathan 
Ramsay,  were  each  entitled  to  pre-emption  rights  to  one  quarter  section  of  land  in  the  Territory  of  Flurida, 
and  located  the  said  pre-emption  rights  according  to  law;  for  which  the  government  price  of  said  land,  to 


918  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  1185. 

wit,  one  dollar  t'lnd  twenty  cents  per  acre,  was  paid  to  Ricliard  K.  Call,  esq.,  receiver  of  public  money  for 
the  land  oUicc  at  Tallalia.ssee,  who  issued  certilicatcs  for  the  said  purchase  money  for  the  pre-emption 
rights  aforesaid;  that  Farish  Carter,  assignee  of  the  aforesaid  jiersons,  now  holds  said  certificates,  and 
was  entitled  to  the  patents  for  the  said  quarter  sections  of  land  describecUn  said  certificates;  that  ajipli- 
cation  has  been  made  at  the  General  Land  Office  for  patents  for  said  lands,  contained  and  described  in 
said  certificates,  which  have  beeu  refused  to  the  said  Carter  upon  the  ground  that  the  said  lands  have 
been  granted  by  the  United  States  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum. 

And  the  committee  further  report,  that  the  said  Charles  VVilliamson,  when  in  life,  purchased  and  paid 
for  one-half  of  a  quarter  section  and  lot  containing  eightj'  acres,  for  the  first  of  which  he  paid  one  dollar 
and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  and  for  the  latter  the  sum  of  two  dollars  and  fourteen  cents  per  acre,  to 
the  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Tallahassee,  for  wliich  he  held  certificates  from  the  said  receiver,  and 
which  are  now  held  by  Seaton  Grantland,  his  administrator;  and  that  application  has  been  made  to  the 
General  Land  Office  for  patents  for  said  land  in  compliance  with  said  sale,  and  the  same  have  been  refused. 
Your  committee  therefore  recommend  that  the  said  l'\irish  Carter  should  have  leave  to  enter,  free  of  pur- 
chase, si.\  quarter  sections  on  land  belonging  to  the  United  States,  in  lieu  of  the  land  which  he  had 
purchased  as  assignee;  and  that  Seaton  Grantland,  as  administrator  of  Charles  Williamson,  should  have 
the  right  to  enter  one  half-(|uarter  section  on  land  of  the  United  States,  and  to  enter  one  half-(iuarter 
section  on  any  land  of  the  United  States  which  has  been  ottered  for  sale,  free  of  purchase,  in  lieu  of  the 
land  purciiased  by  the  said  Charles  Williamson;  and  for  that  purpose  your  committee  have  drawn  and 
report  a  bill  for  their  relief. 


23n  Congress.]  No.    1185  [1st  Session. 

ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COMMUXIC.VTED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENT.iTIVES    FEBRUARY    18,    1834. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnsox,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 

heirs  of  Eugene  Senet,  reported: 

That  on  the  ISth  of  October,  1191,  Don  Louis  De  Blanc,  commandant  of  the  post  of  Attakapas,  in 
pursuance  of  a  decree  of  the  governor  general  of  the  province  of  Louisiana,  exposed  to  public  sale  the 
property  of  the  succession  of  Marie  Joseph  Dauphin;  that  among  the  property  sold  was  a  tract  of  land  of 
si.xteen  arpents  front  by  forty  in  depth  on  each  side  of  the  river  Teche,  which  was  bought  by  Eugene  Senet. 

The  petitioners,  who  are  the  heirs  of  Eugene  Senet,  state  that  on  the  change  of  government  and  the 
establishment  of  the  land  office  for  the  registry  of  claims  their  ancestor  sent  the  title  papers  by  a  surveyor 
of  the  United  States  to  be  recorded;  that  their  ancestor  shortly  after  died,  leaving  his  children  of  tender 
age;  that,  from  some  omission,  the  claim  was  confirmed  for  the  land  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  only, 
and  they  now  ask  for  confirmation  on  the  east  side. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee  the  claim  is  a  good  one.  The  right  to  sixteen  arpents  on  both  sides 
of  the  river  is  ascertained  by  a  solemn  judicial  proceeding  in  the  year  1197,  and  the  existence  of  the  title 
in  form  is  therein  affirmed.  The  proceeding  in  1197  shows  that  it  was  tlien  an  old  plantation,  and  parol 
evidence  is  exhibited  of  continual  occupancy  and  cultivation  for  the  last  thirty  years  of  both  sides  of  the 
river.     They  accordingly  rei)ort  a  bill. 


[Translation.] 

Don  Manuel  Gayoso  dc  Lemos,  governor  general  cf  the x>roinnce  of  Louisiana: 

I  hereby  give  notice  to  the  commandant  of  Attakapas,  Don  Louis  De  Blanc,  that  in  the  proceedings 
of  the  estate  of  Marie  Joseph  Dauphin  there  is  a  petition  of  Joseph  Drouet,  which  petition,  and  the  decree 
made  thereon,  is  of  the  following  tenor: 

Joseph  Drouet,  husband  of  Kosa  Senet,  as  appears  by  the  proceedings  of  the  estate  of  Marie  Joseph 
Dauphin,  represents  that  this  is  the  most  favorable  moment  to  obtain  an  advantageous  sale  of  the  property 
of  the  succession  existing  in  the  post  of  Attakapas,  and  consisting  of  the  plantation,  cattle,  and  tools, 
which  cannot  be  transported  to  the  capital.  Wherefore  your  lordshiii  will  be  pleased  to  issue  orders  to 
the  coumiandaut  of  Attakapas  to  proceed  to  the  sale  in  the  usual  way. 

Decree. 

Having  considered  the  above,  let  the  order  issue  as  prayed  for  by  Joseph  Drouet,  in  order  tliat  the 
commandant  of  Attakapas  proceed  to  the  sale  of  the  inventoried  property  of  Marie  Joseph  Dauphin, 
deceased,  at  public  auction,  after  the  legal  forms. 

GAYOSO. 

Approved  bj'  Nicolas  Marie  Vidal,  lieutenant  governor,  auditor  of  war,  and  assessor  general,  at  New 
Orleans,  the  14th  September,  HOT. 

P.  PEDESCLAUX,  Notarn  PuUic. 


1834.]  DONATION    OF    LAN])    F  0  li   SCHOOLS.  919 

Oil  the  .s;iinc  il;iv  the  ik'croo  was  notilicil  In  J(isr|ili  Drouet. 

P.  ]'EI)KS(JLAUX,  Notary  Puhlir. 

In  order  tliat  the  I'me^'oiiig  decree  may  bo  carried  into  ellect  I  order  its  d(divery  to  the  party. 

-MANUEL  GAYOSO  DE  LEMOS. 
New  Orleans,  Scii/rmhcr  I,"),  170T. 

By  connnand  ol'  ids  lordship. 

P.  PEDESCLAUX,  Xntar;/  PvUlic. 

rwi\'r(liiiij.<  III}  the  public  xali: 

At  tlic  jiost  of  .\ttal;apas,  on  tlie  lOtii  Ocfohcr,  1797,  pursuant  to  a  decree  of  his  lordsiiip,  g-overnor 
general  of  the  province,  dated  I4th  Septendier  of  last  year,  ordering  ine  to  iirocecd  to  sell  to  tlie  highest 
bidder  of  the  property  left  by  Marie  Danjiliin,  1,  Don  Louis  De  Blanc,  civil  and  military  conmiandant  of 
the  post  of  Attakapas,  have  given  notice  to  appear  to  the  heirs,  who  are  John  the  Baptist,  &c.,  (naming 
them,)  and  have  explained  the  decree  of  the  governor,  to  which  they  assented,  agreeing  to  the  terms,  and 
stipulating  that  the  price  shall  be  payable  in  JMarch  next,  in  order  to  leave  to  purchasers  the  time  to  get 
their  crops  to  town  and  raise  the  money  by  the  time  it  may  be  required. 

I/i'in. 

The  ]ilantation  ami  appurtenances,  containing  s/>/fc»  arpcnis  /roid  on  rarh  .sjV/c  of  (he  riccr  Tivhe, 
bounded,  &c.;  which  plantation  was  bought  of  Cadet  Monceon,  aud  the  title  papers  of  which  are  in  the 
city,  the  heirs  obligating  themselves  to  deliver  them  to  the  purchaser.  On  which  tract  of  land  there  is  an 
inferior  dwellingdiouse,  two  pairs  of  vats,  two  corndiouses,  one  negro  cabin,  and  one  i)estle  mill,  all  in  bad 
condition.     Struck  off  to  EuLrene  Scnet  for  $.300. 


23d    Coxgress.]  No.    IISG.  [1st  Session'. 

ON  DONATION  OF  LAND  FOP  THE  USE  OF  SCHOOLS,  IN  LIEU  OF  THE    SIXTEENTH  SEC- 
TION GRANTED    FOP  THE  USE  OF  A  COLLEGE  IN  INDIANA. 

CO.M.MCXIC.MEn    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    RERRESEN'T.VTIVES    FEr,Rl'.\RY    IS,     1834. 

Mr.  C.\RR,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the   jietition  of  the  citizens 
living  on  the  reserved  township  in  M(Uiroe  county-,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  reported: 

That  upon  referring  to  the  act  entitled  an  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Indiana,  to  form 
a  constitution  and  State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of  said  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States,  several  propositions  were  submitted,  by  the  act  of  Congress,  to  the  conven- 
tion, among  which  were  two,  which  read  as  follows,  to  wit: 

The  section  numbered  sixteen  in  every  township,  and,  when  such  section  has  been  sold,  granted,  or 
disposed  of,  other  lands  equivalent  thereto,  and  most  contiguous  to  the  same,  shall  be  granted  to  the 
inhabitants  of  such  townshi[>  for  the  use  of  schools. 

The  fifth  proposition  is  as  follows:  That  one  entire  township,  wliicli  shall  be  designated  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  in  addition  to  the  one  heretofore  reserved  for  tliat  purpose,  shall  be  reserved  for 
a  seminary  of  learning,  and  vested  in  the  legislature  of  said  State,  to  be  appropriated  solelj'  to  the  use  of 
such  seminary  by  the  said  legislature. 

These  propositions  were  acceded  to  by  the  convention.  The  petitioners  state  that  they  have  boon 
deprived  of  the  sixteenth  section  of  the  reserved  township,  by  the  same  being  granted  by  the  United 
States  to  the  State  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  a  State  college.  Tliey  pray  for  a  donation  of  land  for  the 
use  of  schools  in  said  township,  equivalent  in  value,  and  in  lieu  of  the  sixteenth  section  of  the  reserved 
township  aforesaid,  which  was  granted  by  Congress  for  the  use  of  a  State  college.  By  reference  to  the 
act  of  Congress  approved  May  7,  1823,  authorizing  the  location  of  certain  school  lands  therein  named,  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  register  of  the  land  office  at  Brookville  was  authorized  to  select  school  lands  within 
said  district  equivalent  to  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  the  reservation  commonly  called  Clark's  grant.  And 
by  the  same  act  the  register  of  the  land  office  at  Torre  Haute  was  authorized  to  select,  within  his  district, 
a  certain  quantity  of  laiuls  for  the  use  of  schools  within  the  Vincennes  donation. 

'  The  committee  cannot,  under  any  view  of  the  case,  see  why  the  citizens  of  the  reserved  township  in 
the  county  aforesaid  should  lie  excluded  from  the  privileges  granted  to  the  citizens  of  other  townslii]is. 
Their  interest  was  no  more  advanced  by  tlie  grant  of  the  sixteenth  section  aforesaid  to  the  State  than  was 
the  interest  of  other  citizens  of  the  State;  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  have  been,  1)3'  the  grant  aforesaid, 
deprived  of  the  value  of  the  said  section,  which  rightfully  l.ielonged  to  them  for  the  use  of  schools  in  said 
township. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  citizens  of  said  township  are  entitled  to  relief,  and  for  that 
purpose  report  a  lull. 


920  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  115 


23d  Coxgress]  No.    1187.  [1st  Session. 

ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    MISSISSIPPI. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  FEBRUARY  18,  1834. 

Mr.  A.  Manx,   jr.,   from  llic  Committee  on  Private   Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 

AVoodson  Wren,  reported  : 

The  petitioner  states  that  he  purchased  from  one  Little  Page  Robertson  his  right  to  a  tract  of  land 
which  he  claimed,  under  a  written  permission  of  the  Spanish  government  in  1782,  which  tract  is  now 
witiiin  the  State  of  Mississippi;  that  his  claim  to  800  arpents  was  confirmed  by  act  of  Congress  in  the 
year  1830,  to  be  surveyed  and  patented  in  the  usual  manner,  to  include  his  settlement  claim,  and  that  the 
act  provided  that  in  case  any  part  of  his  land  had  been  confirmed  to  any  other  person,  the  petitioner 
miglit  enter  an  equal  number  of  acres  thus  confirmed  or  sold  on  any  lands  subject  to  entry  in  the  State 
of  Mississipjti.  The  petitioner  further  states  that  two  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres  of  the  land  included 
within  the  boundaries  of  the  800  arpents  confirmed  to  him  had  been  previously  confirmed  by  act  of  Con- 
gress to  a  Widow  Lafontain,  and  that  these  236  acres  constituted  tlie  chief  value  of  the  whole,  being  the 
front  on  the  bayou  Biloxi,  while  the  residue  is  nearly  all  rear  and  barren  land;  and  he  furnishes  a  plat 
and  survey  showing  the  boundary  lines,  and  prays  that  he  maj'  be  permitted  to  enter  the  whole  800 
arpents  on  any  lands  in  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  or  Arkansas  Territory,  liable  to  private  entry. 

It  is  proper  to  observe  that  in  all  or  nearly  all  the  laws  which  Congress  have  passed  for  confirming 
the  titles  to  lauds,  they  have  declared  that  the  act  should  only  operate  as  a  release  of  the  claims  of  the 
United  States,  and  should  not  be  construed  to  impair  the  rights  of  ^hird  persons.  Such  is  the  act  of  1830, 
for  the  relief  of  the  petitioner.  That  act  also  declares  that  the  petitioner  should  have  the  right  to  enter  as 
much  land  as  mig'ht  have  been  confirmed  to  any  other  person;  and  it  now  appears  that  a  part  of  it  was 
claimed,  and  confirmed  to  another.  It  appears  probable  to  the  committee  that  Little  Page  Robertson, 
from  whom  the  petitioner  derived  all  the  right  he  had  to  the  land,  had  not  so  much  right  as  the  petitioner 
supposed,  because  the  AVidow  Lafontain  had  obtained  or  possessed  a  part  of  the  claim  lor  which  the 
petitioner  has  the  right  to  enter  an  equal  quantity  of  land  elsewhere  bj'  the  act  of  1830;  and  he  wishes 
now  to  have  his  right  extended  to  the  whole  quantity,  because  that  which  remains  is  poor  land.  In 
other  words,  he  wishes,  by  this  petition,  to  exchange  with  the  United  States  poor  lands  for  good,  because 
Mrs.  Lafontain  had  a  better  right  to  the  236  acres  than  the  petitioners  grantor.  The  committee«arc  not  in 
favor  of  making  such  exchang-es,  and  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Eesolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


23d  Congress.]  No.    1 1 88.  [1st  Session. 


APPLICATION  OF  INDIANA  FOR  THE  LOCATION  OF  OTHER  LANDS  FOR  THE  WABASH 
AND  ERIE  CANAL,  IN  LIEU  OF  THE  LAND  GRANTED  FOR  THAT  OBJECT  AND  DIS- 
POSED OF  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SEN.WE    FEBRUARY    19,    1834. 

To  the  Henalc  and  House  cf  Ecpre^cntatives  of  the  United  States  vi  Congress  assembled: 

Whereas  by  an  act  of  Congress  of  March  2,  1827,  each  alternate  section  of  land,  equal  to  five  miles 
in  width  on  each  side  of  the  line  Of  a  canal  to  connect  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Wabash  river  with  Lake 
Erie,  was  granted  to  Indiana  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  said  canal;  and  whereas  that  part  of  the  canal 
line  from  the  line  of  this  State,  through  the  territoiy  of  Ohio,  not  having  been  surveyed  until  a  late  period, 
and  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  having  progressed,  nearly  eighty  thousand  acres  of  the  lands  properly 
granted  to  Indiana  have  been  disposed  of  at  private  sale;  your  memorialists  therefore  pray  that  permission 
may  be  grante<l  to  the  State  of  Ohio  to  authorize  her  commissioners  to  select,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  like 
([uantity  of  land  from  those  reserves  lately  acquired  by  the  general  government  by  purchase  from  the 
Indians,  or  from  otlier  lands  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  line  of  said  canal.     Wherefore — 

Resolved,  That  our  senators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  our  representatives  requested,  to  use  all 
honorable  means  to  speedily  carry  into  eflcct  the  object  prayed  for  in  this  memorial. 

liesolvcd,  That  the  governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing 
memorial  and  joint  resolution  to  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Ctmgress. 

N.  B.  PALMElx,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Bq^resenlalives. 
A.  MORGAN,  President  of  the  Senate  jjro  tern. 

Approved  February  1,  1834.  N^^NOBLE. 


1834.]  LAND    CLAIMS    IX    MISSOUltl.  021 


2Hn    CoNcuEss.  I  No.   1189.  [IstSks 


0\  LAND  CLAIMS  IX  MISSOURI,  WITH  TKAXSI.ATIOXS  OF  SUXDKV  SPANISH  LAWS  AXn 

.     CUSTOMS  KELATIXU  TIIKIJLTO. 

ClIMML'Xlt'ATKI)    Til    THE    SENATE    FEBP.rARY     I  U.     ISIU. 

Report  of  tJir  c(i)Uiiii.<sii>i)r>-s  nf  hnuj  vluim^  inulrr  Ihc  act  fur  /lu'  final  a(!Jii.<hiti'iil  i>/'  jiriralr  land  rlnimx  in 
3Ii.-<soHri,  and  the  mi  siipp/emcniari/  llu'rclo  <if  -d  March,  183::i,  u-ith  tran!<lali(inK  a/'  ^nndri/  Spanish,  /k/m 
and  ciifloiHf:  liaving  nialion  Ihrretu,  and  furni.<hi-d  Inj  Hon.  J.  M.  White,  delcjaje  from  Florida. 

IlEciiRnEu's  Office,  St.  L(it(i.-<,  Missouri,  Kormdirr  '21,  1833. 

Silt:  In  ])iir.sii,aiu'e  of  the  act  nf  CongTCss  tiitillccl  "An  net  fur  the  lin.il  ailiu.stmciit  of  land  i-laiiiis  in 
Missouri,"  am!  of  the  art  supplciuoiitary  tlicrctu,  of  tlic  '2(1  Mai'cli,  ISHo,  tlif  uiiilorsii;ni'il  icconlcr  ami  C(nn- 
iiiissioners  \<r[X  Iravi'  td  lay  liefoi-e  y<m,  for  the  ilceisimi  of  Congress,  the  result  uf  tlieir  e.\aminatioii. 

Ill  the  niMirt  now  sulnnitteil  tlie  buaril  have  ineludeil  only  sueh  chiiins  as  apfieared  to  be  entitled  to 
continuatiiiii  and  to  lie  jilaced  in  the  first  class.  They  reserved  tlieir  decision  upon  those  claims  which 
seemed  to  be  destitute  of  merit  in  law  or  equity  under  the  laws,  usages,  and  customs  of  the  Spanish 
government,  for  their  iinal  report  to  Congress.  Wi'  were  influenced  to  take  this  course  fnim  the  belief 
that  we  were  authorized  by  the  terms  of  the  act,  which  provide  that  the  lands  ci.intaiiied  in  the  second 
class  shall  not  be  subject  to  sale  until  the  final  report  of  the  recorder  and  commissioners  shall  have  been 
made.  This  view  <if  the  subject  was  the  more  readily  adopted  from  the  fact  that  during  the  aliiKJst  entire 
e.xistence  of  the  board  the  cholera  has  prevailed  to  such  an  extent  as  to  prevent,  in  a  great  measure,  the 
appearance  of  the  claimants  or  their  witnesses  before  the  board.  Undi/r  such  circumstances,  ordinary 
justice,  not  oidy  to  the  claimants  but  to  the  government  itself,  seemed  to  reiiiiire  that  the  greatest  indul- 
gence; should  be  given  which  the  law  could  (lossibly  extend. 

Before  entering  into  an  examination  of  the  claims,  the  board  came  to  the  determination  of  settling 
such  general  ]jrinciples  as  might  bo  found  to  be  applicable,  and  which  should  be  not  only  tlieir  guide  in 
the  decisions  to  be  made,  but  the  basis  of  the  report  which  they  are  required  to  submit. 

These  principles  or  general  propositions  will  be  found  embodied,  in  the  form  of  resolutiuns,  in  the 
paper  marked  A,  which  accomiianies  this  report,  and  to  which  you  are  referred. 

The  tabular  form  has  been  adopted  as  the  most  convenient  mode  of  presenting  each  claim,  including 
the  evidence  produced  in  support  of  it.  But  as  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  board  not  only  to  present  the 
claims  as  they  have  been  siilnnitted,  but  also  to  "  !<tale  the  authorih/  and  power  lutder  ichich  they  were 
granted  hi/  the  French  or  Spa,ni.'<li  ijorernor.<,  eomniandatd,  or  sali-dele(jate,"  tlioy  will  do  S(_)  as  succinctly  as 
the  nature  of  the  case  will  ])ermit. 

P\ir  the  purpose  (if  arriving  at  correct  conclusions  upon  the  merits  of  the  claims  reported,  we  have 
availed  ourselves  of  all  the  sources  of  information  accessible  to  us.  We  have  consulted  not  only  all  the 
authorities  and  proofs  within  our  reach  on  the  subject  of  the  P'rench  and  Spanish  laws,  usages,  and  cus- 
toms, liut  have  also  attentively  considered  the  acts  of  Congress  heretofore  passed  on  the  suliject,  and  the 
construction  which  has  been  given  to  them. 

By  a  reference  to  the  various  acts  of  Congress  relative  to  the  incomplete  French  and  Spanish  claims 
in  Louisiana,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  confirmations  which  have  been  made  of  those  titles  have  not  been 
donations  or  gratuities  on  the  part  of  our  government,  but,  'on  the  contrary,  were  predicated  upon  a  right 
vested  in  the  grantee,  or  those  claiming  under  Idm,  and  founded  upon  the  laws,  usages,  customs,  and 
practice  of  the  government  under  which  the  claims  originated.  These  acts  and  confirmations  might, 
therefore,  have  been  considered  as  conclusive,  as  far  as  they  went,  of  those  laws,  usages,  customs,  and 
practice;  and,  consequently,  that  every  claim  of  a  similar  character  slmtdd  be  confirmed,  or  placed  in  the 
first  class,  would  be  the  reas(.inable  and  natural  inference.  Without,  however,  .going  this  length,  the 
board  felt  it  to  be  their  duty,  whenever  a  principle  protective  of  a  claim  was  furnished  by  tliose  acts,  to 
give  it  eflect,  unless  some  law,  usage,  or  custom  of  the  government  which  originated  the  claim  should  be 
found  to  be  inconsistent  with  their  provisions. 

Among  the  claims  examined,  we  found  that  many  of  them  had  been  excluded  from  confirmation  upon 
grounds  which  have  since  been  abandoned  by  Congress,  or  upon  gr(junds  which  have  been  taken  by 
former  commissioners  to  wliom  the  claims  were  sulunitted,  and  from  whose  decision  there  was  no  ajipeal; 
or,  lastly,  upon  grounds  which,  although  justified  perlia|is  by  the  letter  of  those  acts,  were  evidently 
opposed  to  their  spirit  and  intention.  Xo  claim,  by  the  act  of  1807,  could  be  confirmed  which  contained 
a  lead  mine  or  salt  spring,  and,  conse(iuently,  a  class  of  claims  whose  merits  in  every  other  particular 
■were  admitted  were  rejected  fijr  that  reason.  This  objection,  although  at  the  date  of  the  act  considered 
sound,  it  seems,  has  long  since  been  abandoned.  By  the  act  of  1824,  and  those  subsequent  to  it,_  no  such 
exception  is  made.  A  meritorious  claim,  therefore,  although  C(jntaining  a  lead  mine  or  salt  spring,  was 
entitled,  intrinsically,  to  as  favorable  consideration  in  1807  as  in  1824,  and,  in  justice,  it  woidd  seem, 
should  never,  at  any  time,  have  been  excluded  from  confirmation. 

Again:  By  the  act  of  1814  it  is  provided  '■that  in  every  case  where  it  .4iall  appear,  by  the  report  of  the 
commissioners,  register,  or  I'ccorder,  that  the  concession,  warrant,  or  order  of  survei/  under  lolvih  the 
claim  is  made  contains  a  -viwcial  loeathm,  or  had  been  actually  located  or  surveyed  (within  the  Territory  of 
Missouri)  btfore  the  lOlh  day  of  3farch,  1804,  by  a  surveyor  duly  authorized  liy  the  government 
making  sucli  grant,  the  claimants  shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  confirmed  in  tlieir  claims,  provided  that 
no  claim  adjudged  fraudulent,  nor  a  greater  quantity  than  a  league  square,  nor  the  claim  of  any  person 
who  has  received  in  liis  own  right  a  donation  grant  from  the  United  States  in  said  Territory,  shall  fic 
confirmed." 

Now,  if  tliose  claims  coming  directly  within  the  provisions  of  the  act  just  alluded  to  were  entitled  to 
be  confirmed  and  were  actually  confirmed,  we  would  reasonably  conclude,  from  the  same  views,  that  the 
claims  now  reported,  especially  such  as  are  within  a  league  square,  are  entitled  to  protection  from  prin- 
ciples established  not  only  by  the  acts  of  ISOT  and  1S14,  but  by  other  acts  of  Congress  ;  for  we  are  not 
able  to  perceive  the  diH('ren(^e  in  merit  or  character  which  has  C(.infirined  some  and  rejected  others  which 
were  evidently  inleiided  by  Congress  should  be  confirmed. 
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By  a  parity  of  roasoiiiii,n',  tlic  autliority  (jf  tlie  Spanish  sub-deleg-ate  officers  in  Upper  Louisiana  to 
g-rant  lands,  not  only  to  the  quantity  of  7,0.50  arpents,  or  a  league  square,  but  even  to  the  extent  of 
27,000  arpents,  it  would  seorn  has  been  established  by  Cong-ress.  In  several  cases  Congress  confirmed 
claims  to  himl  exceeding  7,0.56  ari)ents  based  upon  mere  pmnimon  to  occupy,  given  by  the  lieutenant 
governiir.  The  case  of  the  Valles  and  others  for  the  Mine  la  3[otte  tract,  believed  to  ci  ^ntain  27,000  arpents, 
and  that  of  the  Shawanee  Indians,  who  inhabited  a  considerable  tract  of  country  in  the  former  districts  of 
St.  Genevieve  and  Cape  Girardeau,  who  remov(,'d  from  their  situation  in  the  United  States,  by  invitation 
of  the  Spanish  government  througii  their  agent,  Louis  Loriniier,  to  use  them  against  the  aggressions  of 
fnreign  or  domestic  enemies  in  the  province  of  Ujiper  Lijuisiana,  is  another  and  a  strong  instance 
illustrating  the  view  here  taken  on  this  point. 

By  several  acts  of  Congress,  also,  concessions  by  the  lieutenant  governor  to  various  individuals  have 
been  confirmed  to  the  extent  of  7,056  arpents,  out  of  a  larger  (]uantity,  of  from  15,000  to  20,000  arpents, 
including  the  oi'iginal  grant.  From  this  the  lioard  W(.iuld  conclude  that,  in  thus  ratifying  those  concessions, 
('ongress  have  settled  tlie  question  of  the  power  of  the  granting  officer  to  make  them  ;  because  they  would 
I'ea.sonably  supiiose  that,  if  the  authority  was  not  possessed,  the  grant  would  have  been  void  in  lolo,  as  it 
Would  have  been  an  usurpation  on  the  part  of  the  officer,  and  a  flag'rant  violation  of  his  duty  to  make  grants 
to  such  an  exti^nt.  Such  a  concession  should  be  regarded  as  a  wiiole,  and  its  validity  or  invalidity 
settled  accordingly. 

When  we  ascend  beyond  the  various  acts  of  Congress  passed  upon  the  subject  of  these  claims,  and 
seek  for  their  grounds  of  C(Mifirmation  under  the  laws,  usages,  customs,  and  practice  of  the  government, 
and  of  the  authorities  at  New  Orleans  acting  in  obedience  to  them,  as  we- are  recpiired  by  the  law  under 
which  we  act,  we  find  notliing  in  those  laws,  usages,  customs,  or  practice  which  would  justify  the  idea 
that  Congress,  in  extending  its  protectitm  to  these  claims,  has  transcended  tlie  bounds  of  propriety  and  of 
justice.  On  the  contrary,  a  close  and,  as  far  as  we  could,  a  thorougli  investigation  of  the  subject  has 
brought  our  minds  to  the  conclusion  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  act  of  1824,  and  those  acts  amend- 
atory of  and  supplementary  to  it,  the  laws  of  Congress  passed  in  relation  to  these  claims  have  not  l)een 
sufficiently  conqirehensive.  Impressed  with  this  belief,  we  cannot  but  think  that  those  acts  which  limit 
confirmations  within  a  league  square  ;  tliose  which  exclude  claims  wliicli  contain  lead  mines  or  salt  springs; 
and  tliDse  which  require  either  a  special  location,  or  a  survey  previous  to  Marcli  10,  1804,  luivc  not  had 
sufficiently  in  view  the  rights  of  the  claimants  as  founded  upon  the  laws,  usages,  customs,  and  practice 
(if  tiie  French  and  Spanish  authorities,  and  as  protected  by  the  treaty  of  cession  and  the  law  of  nations. 

Breckenridge,  in  his  "Views  of  Louisiana,"  speaking  of  these  claims,  saj's,  page  143,  "it  is  a  suljject 
on  which  the  claimants  are  feelingly  alive.  This  anxiety  is  a  tacit  compliment  to  our  government,  or 
under  the  former  their  claims  would  scarcely  be  worth  attention.  The  general  complaint  is  the  want  of 
sufficient  liberality  in  deterinining  on  the  claims.  There  is,  perhaps,  too  great  a  disposition  to  lean  against 
the  larger  concessions,  some  of  which  are  certainly  very  great;  but  when  we  consider  the  trifhng  value  of 
lands  under  the  Spanish  government,  there  will  appear  less  reason  for  this  prepossession  against  them. 
For  many  reasons,  it  would  not  be  to  the  honor  of  the  United  States  that  too  much  strictness  should  be 
required  in  the  proof  or  formalities  of  title,  particularly  of  a  people  who  came  into  their  power  without 
any  participation  on  their  part,  and  without  having  been  consulted." 

In  compliance  with  the  provision  in  the  act  which  requires  the  commissioners  to  date  the  authority  and 
power  under  xvhich  each  claim  ivas  granted  by  the  French  or  Spanish  governor,  commandant,  or  sub-delegate, 
we  would  refer  for  proof  of  the  same  to — 

1.  Tlie  usage  and  practice  of  the  lieutenant  governors  and  sub-delegates  in  Upper  Louisiana  from 
the  earliest  period  to  the  last  concession  granted  in  that  province. 

2    To  the  usage  and  practice  of  the  governors  general  and  the  intendant  general  at  New  Orleans. 

3.  To  tlie  Spanish  laws  and  royal  ordinances  on  the  subject  of  grants  of  lands  belonging  to  the  royal 
domain  in  all  its  colonial  possessions  in  the  western  hemisphere. 

That  the  usage  and  practice  have  been  consistent  with  the  presumption  of  lawful  power  in  the  officers 
who  made  grants  is,  in  our  opinion,  demonstrated  and  sustained  by  all  the  evidence,  oral  and  written,  to 
which  we  have  had  access.  It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  lieutenant  governor  and  the  other  sub-delegates 
in  Ujiper  Louisiana  have  almost  universally  originated  the  claim  or  concession.  The  cases  are  few  in 
which  the  original  grant  emanated  from  the  governor  general,  and  scarcely  constitute  exceptions  to  the 
general  ]iractice  ;  since,  even  in  those  few  cases,  the  survey  was  to  be  made  under  the  immediate  sanction 
of  the  subordinate  provincial  autliority. 

Not  a  single  case  has  been  discovered  in  which  the  exercise  of  the  power  to  grant  by  the  lieutenant 
governor  has  l)een  questioned,  nor  where  a  complete  title  has  been  refused  by  tlie  governor  general  or 
intendant,  at  New  Orleans,  upon  the  ground  of  the  want  of  power  in  the  lieutenant  governor  or  sub- 
delegate  to  make  the  grant,  nor  have  we  found  that  any  was  ever  refused  on  the  ground  that  the  granting 
officer  had  transcended  his  powers.  On  the  contrary,  in  the  complete  titles  which  have  come  to  our 
knowledge,  the  inchoate  or  [irimary  concession  is  recognized  as  legal  and  valid,  and  with  the  survey  form 
the  foundation  of  the  formal  or  complete  title.  It  is  a  fact  worthy  of  notice,  that  all  the  lieutenant 
governors  in  LTpper  Louisiana,  from  the  first  to  the  last,  exercised  this  power  of  making  grants 
varying  in  the  number  of  the  arpents  according  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  and  the  circumstances 
of  the  case.  Every  grant,  as  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  made  by  the  French  authorities 
jjrior  to  the  treaty  of  Fontainbleau,  in  1762,  by  which  Spain  acquired  possession  of  Louisiana,  and 
indeed  all  such  as  were  made  prior  to  the  year  1767,  the  time  when  Spain  was  put  in  possession 
of  the  country,  were  subsequently  recognized  by  the  Spanish  authorities.  The  right  to  make  such 
grants  by  the  French  authorities  was  never  questioned.  From  tliat  period  to  the  date  of  the  pur- 
chase of  the  country  by  the  American  government,  there  was  a  continual  and  uninterrupted  exercise  of 
the  granting  of  lands  by  lieutenant  governors  and  sub-delegates,  and  no  complaint  was  ever  uttered  by 
the  French  or  Spanish  government  fur  this  use  of  authority.  The  proclamation  made  by  the  Spanish  com- 
missioners at  New  Orleans,  May  18,  1803,  in  the  presence  of  the  American  authorities,  upon  delivering 
the  province  of  Louisiana  to  the  French  republic,  explicitly  assures  tiie  people  who  were  then  about  to 
pass  into  the  hands  of  a  new  sovereign  of  protection  in  their  rights,  by  announcing  " that  sjil I  concessions 
or  propcrtij  of  any  kind  soever  given  Ijy  the  governors  if  these  provinces  Ije  confirmed,  although  it  had  not  been 
done  by  /kn  MajextyT  These  facts  alone  are  suflcient,  in  our  opinion,  to  authorize  the  conclusion  that  those 
officers  who  made  grants  in  Upjier  Louisiana  had  the  power  so  to  do,  and  did  act  within  the  pale  of  their 
authority.  It  would  be  a  very  rash  and  violent  presumption  to  suppose  that  a  succession  of  provincial 
officers,  regularly  pursuing   the  same  course,  for  nearly  half  a  century,  in  the  granting  of  lands,  were,  in 
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rvrrv  slrp  taken,  ami  ovcry  art  dniic,  \isui'|iiii,L;'  iiuwcr,  and  violat  iiii;-  imt  i.nly  llir  niamlalc-^  nt  an  ailiiliary 
dL'spotisiu.  lull  also  the  laws,  iisai;-(_'S,  cu.stimis,  and  |iracticc  of  llic  t;(iv(i  liniciit  uiidi'i'  which  they  acted. 
And  it  Would  lie  an  nnrcasunalile  iiircri'iicc  tn  lie  deduced  IVoni  these  facts  Ihat,  because  llie  Miveiei;;n 
has  nowheie  "iven  his  c.r/ircas  a^.<ciit  te  such  |ii'.iceedin,e's,  they  w<'|-e  tliererere  ille^'al  and  void.  \\  e  are 
bai)iiy  til  tind  that  we  are  sustaiiie(l  in  these  views  hy  thi'  n|iiiiioii  (,!'  the  .'^ii|ii<'nie  daiit  el  the  I  nited 
Stutes  ill  the  case  uf  the  United  States  ue-;iinst  .\nedonilii.  'I'liese  are  the  weids  ef  the  cciurt:  "'riie 
grants  of  coleiiial  enveriiors,  liefen;  the  revohitien,  have  always  iieeii  and  yel  are  taken  as  plenary  evi- 
dence nftlie  grant  itself,  as  well  as  authority  In  dispose  of  the  pulilie  lands,  lis  actual  cvercise,  without 
any  evidence  of  disavowal,  revocation,  or  denial  by  the  King,  ami  his  consi'(pient  aciiniescence  and  pre- 
sumed ratification,  are  sufficient  proof,  in  the  absence  of  anj-  to  the  contrary,  (subseipienf  to  the  grant)  of 
the  royal  assent  to  the  exercise  of  his  jierogative  by  his  local  governors.  This  or  no  other  court  can 
require  proof  that  there  exists  in  every  government  a  power  to  dispose  of  its  jiroperty;  in  the  aiisence  ol 
any  elsewhere,  we  are  bound  to  presume  and  consider  that  it  exists  in  the  officers  or  tribunal  who  exeicise 
it  by  making  grants,  and  that  it  is  fully  evidenced  by  occupation,  enjoyment,  and  transfers  ol  property, 
had  and  made  under  thi'in  without  disturbance  by  any  superior  power,  and  respecled  by  all  co-on.linate 
and  inferior  officers  and  triluinals  throughout  the  State,  colony,  or  [uovima^  where  it  lies." — (lUh  I'lders's 
Report,  ]i.  72!^.) 

We  lind  that  all  the  complete  grants,  d.^hteen  oidy  of  which  have  come  to  our  knowledge,  were 
based  on  grants  made  by  the  subordinate  authorities  subseijuent  to  the  tirst  i.if  December,  1802;  no  com- 
plete title  could  be  made,"  as  ai.)[iears  t'vina  the  letter  of  the  intendant.  Morales,  to  the  lieutenant  governor 
of  Upper  Louisiana  of  the  same  date,  statin.i;-  that  the  office  was  cli.ised  on  account  of  the  death  of  the 
assessor,  and  directing  that  no  applications  i'or  coinidete  titles  should  be  made  till  further  orders.  No 
order,  so  far  as  we  know,  was  given;  nor  does  it  aiipc'ar  that  the  office  was  ever  reopened  [irevious  to 
the  treaty  of  cession. 

The'ditEculties  attending  the  making  of  titles  complete  were  many  and  great.  The  expenses  in  pro- 
curing a  complete  title  at  New  Orleans  were  enormous,  and  considered  as  extortionate,  Stoddart,  in  his 
"Sketches  of  Lcmisiana,"  a  book  to  which  we  jiarliculaily  refer  as  shedding  much  light  on  this  subject, 
says  that  it  "was  necessary  that  a  concession  should  pass  through  four,  and,  in  some  instances,  seven 
offices,  before  a  complete  title  could  be  procured,  in  which  the  fees  exacted,  in  consequence  of  the  studied 
ambiguity  of  the  thirteenth  article,  frequently  amounted  to  more  than  the  value  of  the  lands,"  Besides, 
the  difficulties  of  intercourse  between  the  posts  in  Upper  Louisiana  and  New  Orleans  were  so  great  that 
few  were  willing  to  encounter  them,  especially  as  the  formalities  of  a  complete  title  seemed  in  the  minds 
of  the  people  to  vest  no  more  right  than  was  acquired  when  incompilete. 

From  the  closest  scrutiny  that  we  have  been  able  to  make,  the  quality  and  the  location  of  the  land 
■were  the  jn-incipal  concern;  but  little  importance  was  attached  to  the  fact  that  the  title  was  incomplete. 
And  why  should  it  have  been  otherwise,  when  the  governor  general  unquestionably  well  knew  the  con- 
stant and  invariable  practice  of  the  lieutenant  governors  in  granting  lands,  and  never,  so  far  as  we  know, 
either  ordered  or  required  that  the  concessions  should  be  taken  tci  New  Orleans  for  his  signature,  before 
they  could  be  considered  as  passing  titles.  These  incomplett-  grants  could  be  and  were  sold  for  debts, 
did  pass  by  devise,  and  were  transferable  at  the  will  of  the  concessionary;  and  it  is  notorious  that  these 
several  modes  of  disposing  of  them  we-re  resorted  to  and  adopted  as  the  tixed  practice  of  the  country. 
The  governor  general,  as  the  siqu'rior  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  or  sub-delegate,  must  be  presumed  to 
have  known  the  acts  of  his  inlerior,  and  the  ordinary  customs  of  the  country;  and  if  such  practices  and 
customs  were  contrary  to  law.  the  supposition  is  that  he  would  have  prohibited  tliem  for  the  luture.  'there 
was  no  regulation  or  law  that  we  have  been  able  to  find  in  the  researches  which  we  have  made,  which 
required  iliat  the  grantee  should  apply  within  anj'  given  time  to  haxc  his  grant  nunli'  complete.  It  would 
seem  that  he  was  at  jierfect  liberty  to  consult  his  own  conv(.'nienee.  Indeed,  the  ro\'al  domain  was 
distributed  in  suc-h  a  liberal  maimer,  and  for  such  worthy  purposes,  that  it  appears  the  people  were  entirely 
satisfied  with  the  assurance  of  }n-ope'rty  contained  in  the  grant  made  by  the  lieutenant  governor.  The 
objects  coiiteniiilated  by  these  grants  were  the  improvement  of  the  country,  the  increasing  of  population; 
and  also  they  were  given  as  rewards,  and  as  compensation  for  services  rendereil.  We  have  not  been  able 
U)  find  a  single  instance  of  the  sale  of  the  royal  domain  in  U|iper  Louisiana,  from  the  first  establishment 
of  the  post  of  St,  Lcmis  in  17(14  to  the  KUh  of  March  1S04,  A  proposal  to  purchase  was  made  by  Bar- 
tholomew C(uisin,  on  the  oth  of  March,  iSdO,  at  a  ju'ice  to  be  fixed  by  the  intendant  general,  butit  does 
not  appear  that  it  was  (.'ver  acted  on.  The  first  sale  of  land  that  was  ever  made  in  Upper  Louisiana  by 
the  sovereign  of  the  soil  was,  from  all  the  information  in  our  possession,  made  by  the  government  ot  the 
United  States, 

The  regulations  of  O'Reily,  Cayoso,  ami  Morales,  in  the  opiniim  of  the  board,  had  no  etl'ect  in 
changing  the  practice  in  tin'  distributin.n'  of  the  royal  lands;  nor  .were  ever  considered  as  a  new  code, 
di  He  rent  from  the  one  already  existing  as  the  settled  law  eif  the  Spanish  American  dominions.  Those  by 
Gayoso  evidently  had  reference  to  new  settlers  coming  from  foreign  countries,  and,  as  regards  Spanish 
subjects,  were  disregarded  by  himself,  as  appears  by  a  complete  title  granted  by  liiin  to  one  Regis  Loisel, 
of  St.  Louis,  described  in  tiie  grant  as  a  merchant.  By  his  regulations  no  grants  were  allowed  _to 
merchants.  As  respects  the  laws  of  O'Reily,  Stoddart,  in  his  Sketches  of  Louisiana,  pages  251  and  252, 
says  that  "  it  may  be  doubted  whether  the  land  laws  of  O'Reily  ever  operated  in  Upper  Louisiana,  They 
bear  date  nearly  three  months  before  the  Spaniards  took  [lossession  of  that  part  of  the  country,  at  which 
time  there  existed  only  a  few  miserable  huts  in  it  ;  the  first  settlements  conunenced  only  four  years  betore," 
Again  he  says,  "indeed,  the  regulations  cimtained  in  them  were  totally  inapplicable  to  that  part  ot  the 
country,  and  the  Spanish  authorities  there  always  conceded  lands  on  principles  not  derived  trom  them." 

The  same  author,  speaking  of  the  laws  of  Morales,  says,  page  252,  "it  is  believed  that  these  laws 
were  never  in  force,  certain  it  is  that  they  were  never  carried  into  eltect.  The  reascm  for  the  first  is,  that 
the  great  clainoi-  raised  against  them  in  all  parts  of  the  province  induced  the  governor  general  and 
cabildo  to  draw  up  a  strong  protest  against  them  and  to  lay  it  before  the  King,  T'he  consequence  was, 
that  Morales  was  removed  from  office,  though  he  was  afterwards  r<'insfated,  merely  to  assist  in  trans- 
ferring the  possessi(.in  <if  the  country  to  the  French  republic.  The  reason  for  the  s(H'0iid  is,  that  the 
assessor  died  soon  after  they  \vere  jironiulgated.  which  totally  deranged  the  tribunal  of  finance  and 
rendered  it  incapable  of  making  or  confirming  land  titles."  The  board  carimd  therefore  believe,  itthey 
were  ever  so  intended,  that  these  laws  had  the  eftect  to  supplant  the  laws,  usages,  customs,  cir  jiractice  of 
the  Spanish  government  in  the  jirovince  of  Upper  Louisiana,  as  they  were  then  known  to  the  ]ieople  and 
recognized  and  acted  upon   by  those   in  power.     The  general   code  of  the  Spanish  land   laws  in  Louisiana 
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seeiiii'd  to  have  g-ruwii  into  g-radual  tljotigli  silent  operation,  orig-inating-  from  the  circumstances  of  tlie 
country,  and  accommodating  itself  to  the  necessities  and  condition  of  the  people.  They  were  resurted  to 
as  tlie  country  required  their  ajiplication  and  became  rijic  to  receive  them,  and  furnished  the  rules  of 
action  and  decision  for  all  the  subordinate  civil  authorities  of  the  province. 

,So  pecidiarly  cimnected  witii  tiie  circumstances  of  the  country  was  the  administration  of  the  law, 
that  .Stoddart,  page  2.50,  advances  tli(;  opinion  tiiat  the  lieutenant  governors  had  a  discn4ionar)/ poiver  in 
the  making  of  grants.  "  For,"  says  he,  "  tiiey  always  exercised  it,  and  it  is  difficult  to  presume  that  they 
w(juld  contravene  the  known  laws  of  their  superiors  without  instructions  to  that  effect.  In  all  their  con- 
cessions they  were  regulated  by  the  wealth  and  importance  of  the  settlers."  He  adds,  "  the  governor 
general  at  first  imposed  i-(.insider;ilile  restrictions  on  the  connuandant  relative  to  the  concession  of  lands, 
but  he  afterwards  foni;d  it  necessary  to  be  more  liberal  than  even  the  land  laws  of  O'Reilj'.  la  July, 
1789,  he  wrote  to  the  commandant  at  New  Madrid  as  follows:  "Notwithstanding-  tlie  instructions  hereto- 
fore sent  you,  more  or  less  fVont  or  depth  may  be  given  according  to  the  exigencj'  of  the  ground,  as 
likewise  a  (jreater  or  less  quantity  of  land  af/reeahl;/  to  the  icealth  of  the  grantee."  In  the  claims  which  have 
been  examined,  and  are  now  sulmiitted  for  the  supervision  of  Congress,  we  noticed  the  fact  as  remarkable 
that  grants  prior  to  1789  differed  from  those  sulisequent  to  that  period,  not  only  as  regards  quantity,  but 
also  the  terms  of  tlie  grant;  those  subsecjuent  generally  containing  a  much  larger  quantity  and  being 
more  liberal  to  the  concessionary. 

In  a  colou_y  so  partially  org'anized,  and  under  such  circumstances,  it  would  seem  uiu'casonable  to  call 
for  the  ]n-ecise  written  authority  under  which  each  officer  acted,  or  to  require  that  the  jtarticular  law  or 
ordinance  of  the  Spanish  government  under  which  any  act  or  series  of  acts  was  done  should  be  specially 
exhibited.  It  is  siitiicient  that  nothing  in  these  laws,  usages,  customs,  or  practice  is  inconsistent  with  or 
repugnant  to  the  royal  ordinances  of  the  King. 

The  Spanish  laws  which  we  have  consulted,  and  to  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer  Congress  as  calcu- 
lated to  throw  some  light  uiion  the  subject,  are  to  be  found  in  the  Becopilacion  de  Leyes  de  los  Indias;  the 
royal  ordinance  of  the  15th  of  October,  1754,  by  Ferdinand  the  Sixth;  that  of  1786,  by  Charles  the  Third, 
and  the  royal  letters  to  Morales  of  the  22d  of  October,  1798.  Also  we  would  here  again  refer  to  the 
"Sketches  of  Louisiana,"  written  by  Mr.  Amos  Stoddart,  wIk)  was  the  first  civil  and  military  commandant 
in  Upper  Louisiana  after  the  country  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  American  govermnent.  The  board 
have  with  great  attention  consulted  this  author,  and  have  relied  with  unhesitating  confidence  on  his 
statements.  Coming  to  the  country,  as  he  did,  immediately  after  the  treaty  of  cession,  to  take  connnand 
of  the  country  as  a  civil  officer  of  the  American  government,  when  the  Spanish  officers  were  manj'  of 
them  still  in  the  province,  and  the  laws,  usages,  customs,  and  practice,  as  exercised  and  applied  under 
the  Spanish  government,  although  it  had  just  ceased  to  exist,  were  still  fresh  in  the  minds  of  the  people, 
with  the  Spanish  records  in  his  possession,  lie  must  have  known  as  facts  what  he  has  stated  as  such;  and 
if  fraud  had  been  practiced,  of  all  other  times  it  must  then  have  been  discovered. 

The  laws  autliorizing  grants  of  land  for  the  purposes  of  settlement  and  population  are  to  be  found 
in  White's  Compilation,  pages  34,  .35,  38,  39.  Those  relating  to  grants  of  lands  as  rewards  for  services, 
or  as  pure  graces,  "  mercedes,"  will  be  found  in  the  same  work,  pages  30,  35,  and  41.  The  earliest  of  the 
first  class  of  laws  bears  date  in  1513.  The  first  law  of  the  second  class  was  made  in  1542;  the  former 
twenty-one  years,  the  latter  fifty  years,  after  the  discovery  of  the  New  World  by  Columbus. 

The  grants  of  land  for  services  rendered  were  of  a  liberal  character,  and  we  are  bound  to  believe 
had  the  sanction  of  the  sovereign,  as  we  know  of  no  objection  having  been  urged  to  the  usage.  The 
practice  seems  to  have  originated  from  the  liberal  views  of  the  Emperor  Charles  in  his  decree  of  1542, 
which  ordains  that  the  viceroys  of  Peru  and  New  Spain  and  the  governors  of  the  provinces  under  their 
authority  grant  surh  reuwds,  favors,  and  conqxnsation  as  to  them  may  seem  fit.  This  decree,  recognized 
successively  by  Philip  the  Second,  in  1588;  in  1614,  by  Philip  the  Third;  and  in  1628,  by  Philip  the  Fourth, 
was  finally  incorporated  by  Charles  the  Second,  in  1682,  into  the  riecopilavion  de  Leyes  de  los  Beynos  de  las 
Indias. 

Thus  it  manifestly  api)ears  by  the  laws  and  authorities  above  recited  and  referred  to  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  provincial  authorities  not  only  to  grant  and  distribute  the  royal  lands  in  the  King's  name  for 
the  purposes  of  settlement  and  population,  but  that  it  was  specially  enjoined  upon  them  to  grant  lands 
as  lewards  for  services. 

The  royal  ordinances  of  1754  and  1786  have  been  carefully  examined,  and  nothing  has  been  fjund  in 
them  to  limit  the  power  conferred  on  the  authorities  in  the  ReeopUaeion.  An  order  of  Philip  the  Fifth,  of 
the  24tli  of  November,  1735,  which  recpiired  confirmation  by  the  crown,  was  revoked  by  the  ordinance  of 
1754,  which  authorized  the  avditneias  to  issue  the  confirmations  in  the  King's  name;  and  when  the  sea 
intervened,  or  they  wert'  in  distant  provinces,  empowered  the  governors,  with  the  assistance  of  other 
officers  mentioned,  to  issue  complete  titles. 

By  the  81st  article  of  the  t)rdinance  of  1786,  intendants  in  the  kingdom  of  New  SiKiin  were  made 
exclusive  judges  of  grants  of  lands,  and  referred  them  for  their  government  to  the  various  laws  on  the 
subject  in  the  Recopilacion,  and  to  the  ordinance  of  1754,  which  i's  appended  to  the  81st  article.,— (See 
White's  (iompilation,  pages  54,  55,  56,  57,  and  58.)  The  ordinance  of  1786,  .';o  far  as  it  vested  in  the 
intendants  the  power  to  grant  lands,  was  for  the  first  time  declared  to  be  in  force  in  Louisiana  by  the 
royal  order  of  October  22,  1798,  to  be  found  in  ^\^^te's  Compilation,  page  218. 

In  the  enacting  part  of  the  ordinance  of  1754,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the  King  speaks  of  "  mer- 
cedes," rewards,  as  contemplated  by  it.  This  ordinance  does  not  specifically  mention  the  laws  of  the 
Emperor  Charles,  of  the  2d,  3d,  and  4th  Philip,  and  of  Charles  the  Second,  who  compiled  and  promulgated 
t\vi  Recopilacion;  but  it  docs  not  therefore  follow  that  they  were  repealed,  or  in  any  manner  altered  as 
respects  the  power  given  by  those  laws  to  the  subordinate  authorities  in  the  Spanish  American  dominions 
to  grant  lands  as  rewards  or  graces,  "  mercedes,"  for  services  rendered  the  government.  Nor  have  we 
discovered  anything  in  this  ordinance  to  lead  us  to  the  opinion  that  a  mere  sale  of  lancls  with  a  view  to 
revenue  was  the  object  of  the  government,  or  that  the  far  more  useful  and  wise  policy  of  settlement  and 
population,  as  developed  in  the  Recopilacion,  was  intended  to  lie  abandoned. 

It  would  extend  this  leport  beyond  reasonable  limits  to  enter  at  large  into  a  detail  of  the  circum- 
stances and  state  of  Louisiana  to  show  that  the  Spanish  land  systen  then  observed  and  practiced  upon 
was  expedient  and  applicable  to  that  part  of  the  Spanish  American  dominions.  The  importance  of  popu- 
iat-ion  and  settlement  in  that  province,  arising  from  its  contiguity  to  the  North  American  republic  on  the 
one  side  and  its  great  exposure  to  numerous  and  formidable  Indian  nations  on  the  other,  were  certainly 
great  inducements  for  the  estiiblislniient  of  fliose  laws,  usages,  customs,  and  practice  which  we  find  did 
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most  Certainly  jircvail.  These  causes  ami  circiiiiistaiices,  insteail  ol' iiarrnwiiii;'  tlie  ])(>\vcr  to  t;Taiit,  ^iveii 
by  the  Ciide  oF  Iiiilics,  must  rather  liave  tiecu  a  sullicieiit  icaseu  i'nv  wiileiiiiin'  its  laiig'e  and  I'acilitatiiiL^" 
its  exercise. 

In  forming-  an  opinion  as  to  wliat  wouhl  have  been  the  late  of  the  claims  submitted  and  now  rc|iiirteil 
"if  the  government  under  which  they  originated  had  continued  in  Missouri,"  the  view  here  taken  ni'  the 
laws,  usag-es,  customs,  and  practice  of  the  Spanish  government  in  the  province  of  Louisiana,  and  the 
spirit  and  policy  wliich  they  disclose,  have  led  us  to  the  conclusion  that  those  (daims  which  we  have 
examined,  and  wiiich  are  now  reported  to  Congress,  would  have  received  the  sanction  of  the  gvjvernor 
general  at  New  Orleans  and  been  perfected  into  complete  titles.  Laying  aside  ever_y  other  coiisideiatinn, 
the  practice  alone  which  universally  prevailed  of  regarding  these  grants  as  private  property  by  the 
government  in  both  U]iiier  and  Lower  Louisiana,  would  have  strongly  inclined  the  board  to  regard  them 
in  a  favorable  light.  It  is  a  matter  of  record  history  that  inchoate  concessions,  were  such  as  were  uido- 
cated,  unsurvej^ed,  and  having  nothing  special  in  their  character,  were  the  objects  of  sale,  transfer, 
inheritance,  and  devise;  that  they  were  sold  under  execution  for  debt,  included  in  the  inventories  of 
persons  deceased  intestate;  in  short,  that  they  were  regarded  tiy  the  inhaldtants  and  public  authorities, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  any  other  availalde  property,  satisfactorily  ajifiears  from  the  claims  hereto- 
fore confirmed  and  from  those  examined  by  the  b(3ard  and  now  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress. Some  were  even  a<ljudicated  upon  by  the  governor  general  at  New  Orleans.  May  it  not,  then, 
be  inferred  that  the  government  wliich  would  adjudicate  up<iu  and  sell  under  execution  an  inchoate  con- 
cession and  comiilete  the  title  in  favor  of  the  purchaser  would,  a  forliovi.  unless  fraud  were  shown,  perfect 
that  into  a  coniiilete  title,  if  required,  which  was  in  the  hands  of  the  original  grantee? 

In  the  claims  reported  it  will  be  seen  that  some  have  been  recommeinled  for  confirmation  wliich  were 
never  surveyed.  The  fact  that  such  grants  were  regarded  by  the  inhabitants  and  authorities  of  the 
country  as  property,  also  induced  the  board,  from  that  custom,  to  Im.ik  upon  it  in  the  same  light;  and  as 
M'e  have  not  discovered  that  an_y  condition  appears  ever  to  have  been  imjilied  as  to  the  time  within  wliirh 
a  complete  title  was  to  be  applied  for,  so  the  same  view  liolds  good  as  to  the  time  when  the  land  should 
have  been  located  or  surveyed.  Nor  was  it  possible  in  the  nature  of  things  that  the  inhabitants  could 
have  anticipated  a  change  of  government.  A  survey,  besides,  as  appears  from  evidence  brought  befoi'e 
us,  and  which  is  now  submitted  with  this  report,  was  accompanied  with  great  expense  and  difliculfy. 
The  cost  for  surveying'  a  league  square  was  near  six  hundred  dollars.  Besides,  it  was  impossible  to 
obtain  surveys  of  all  concessions.  First,  because  of  the  scarcity  of  surveyors;  secondly,  because  of  the 
presence  of  hostile  Indians  on  the  lands  granted.  We  are  unwilling  to  suppose  that  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, had  it  still  continued,  would,  luider  such  circumstances,  have  declared  the  grant  void  for  the  want 
of  a  survey  on  or  previous  to  March  10,  1804.  This  date  is  mentioned  because  by  the  act  of  1S14  a 
survey  previous  to  it  is  made  an  indispensable  prerequisite  to  confirmation.  It  appeared,  therefiu'c,  to  be 
no  valid  objection  to  the  confirmation  of  a  grant  in  the  opinion  of  the  boai'd  tluit  it  had  not  been  sur- 
veyed either  before  or  aftci  March  10,  1804,  tiecause  previous  to  that  date,  and  even  subsequent  to  it,  it 
was  almost  impossible  to  make  surveys,  ami  by  the  act  of  Congress  passed  March  26,  1S04,  such  survey- 
was  prohibited  under  heavy  penalties. 

The  same  view  of  the  sul)ject  has  brought  the  board  to  the  conclusion  that  where  no  improvement  or 
cultivation  upon  land,  included  within  an  inconqdcte  grant,  although  located  or  surveyed  previous  to 
March  10.  1804,  has  l)cen  made,  it  should  work  no  injury  to  the  g'rantee,  because  that  act  specially  for- 
bade any  iinprovement,  suspended  his  rights,  and  deprived  him  of  all  practical  benefit  of  his  land  until  it 
should  be  confirmed.  This  construction  of  the  act  was  taken  by  Mr.  Madison,  the  I'resident  of  the  I'nited 
States,  who,  in  his  proclamation  of  December  1'2,  1815,  prohibited  all  occupation  of  unconfirined  lands, 
and  ordered  the  proper  officers  of  the  LTnited  State's  to  drive  oft'  tlioso  -wIkj  should  enter  upon  them.  In 
the  examination  of  tliese  claims  by  the  board,  most  carefully  made,  we  have  looked  with  an  eye  par- 
ticularly directed  to  the  question  of  their  hotia  fide  character.  At  the  same  time  that  we  have  labiu-ed 
with  an  anxious  scrutiny  to  detect  fraud,  we  have  been  careful  not  gratuitously  to  presume  its  existence. 
On  this  head  we  have  been  governed  by  the  well-settled  principle  recognized  liy  every  eniightened  nation, 
that  fraud  must  be  proved  and  not  presumed.  In  the  luminous  decision  given  by  the  Supreme  Cmu-f  of 
the  LTnited  States  in  the  Arredondo  claim,  this  view  of  tlie  subject  is  ably  laid  down  and  sustained. 
"Fraud,"  say  the  court,  "is  not  to  be  presumed,  but  ought  to  be  proved  by  the  party  who  alleges  it; 
and  if  the  motive  and  design  of  an  act  was  to  be  traced  to  an  honest  source  eipially  as  to  a  corrupt  one, 
the  former  ought  to  be  preferred."  With  such  sound  principles,  sustained  not  only  by  the  voice  of  society 
but  by  the  decision  of  the  highest  judicial  frilninal  in  the  country,  we  lia\'e  emleavoure(l  to  conform  our 
O)iinions,  and  it  is  but  justice  to  declare  that  in  the  examination  of  the  claims  reported  no  iirt)of  of  fraud 
has  been  made. 

Some  claims  are  reported  and  sulimitteil  for  the  (-onsideration  of  Congress  which  rest  alone  upon  a 
mere  g-rant.  There  was  no  survey,  and,  as  far  as  wi;  know,  no  cultivation.  From  the  most  rnaturi'  rellec- 
tion  that  wo  have  been  enabled  to  bestow  on  this  class  of  claims,  the  conclusion  was  forced  iqion  our 
minds,  from  the  circumstances  and  condition  of  the  country,  and  from  the  customs  and  practice  of  the 
inhabitants  and  civil  authorities,  that  such  should  be  recommended  for  confiruuition.  In  the  first  place, 
the  grant  was  made  and  signed  by  an  officer  of  the  existing-  government,  whose  acts  we  are  bound  to 
presume  weie  in  accordance  with  his  powers,  and  sanctioned  by  tlie  sovereign  will,  as  containeil  anii 
expressed  in  tlie  laws,  customs,  usages,  and  practice  of  the  country. 

Secondhj.  They  w-ere  regarded  as  vesting  a  right  so  far  indefeasible  that  they  were  subject  to  the 
adjudication  of  the  civil  authorities;  were  so  adjuilgecl  n[)on;  were  made  liable  to  public  sale  for  debt; 
were  transferable  in  the  ordinary  transactions  of  life;  could  be  inherited,  ami  were  capable  of  being- 
devised. 

Thirdhj.  By  a  reference  tii  the  testimony  of  Baptiste  Valle,  sr.,  Fremou  r)elauriere,  and  others,  which 
accompanies  this  report,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  was  both  dangerous  and  difficult,  on  account  of  the  Indians, 
and  the  scarcity  of  surveyors  to  make  surveys.  The  difficulty  of  making  cultivation,  habitatifm,  or  im- 
provement arose  from  the  same  causes.  Indeed,  the  inhabitants  f  lund  it  a  matter  of  no  small  concern 
and  difficulty  to  protect  themselves  from  the  Indians  without  encountering  the  dangers  which  would  arise 
from  excursions  into  the  woods.  Breckenridge,  in  his  "Views  of  Louisiana,"  bears  testimonj',  page  138, 
that  but  "  a  few  troops  were  kept  up  in  each  district  throughout  the  province,  and  were  too  inconsiderable 
to  afford  much  protection  to  the  inhabitants." 

Fourthly.  There  being  no  limited  time  within  which  a  survey  should  be  made,  the  change  of  govern- 
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ment  prevcnt(Hl  the   exeeuticni  of  it  iimler  tlie   French  and   Spnni.sh   g'ovtu-nnients,  and  uuv   laws  after  the 
existcnee  of  tlio.se  jyovernnients  prohibited  it. 

Fi/'llili/.  If  snch,  for  tlie  want  of  survey  and  eidtivation  liy  the  laws,  usages,  customs,  and  practice  of 
the  Sijanish  government,  were  void,  they  would,  liy  those  same  laws,  usag-es,  customs,  and  practice,  have 
been  rcanne.xed  to  the  domain.  Whenever  a  grantee  became  delincpieiit  as  to  anj-  of  the  conditions  or 
requisitions  contained  in  his  grant,  such  laud  so  granted  was  reannexed  to  the  royal  domain.  Stoddart, 
page  247,  says,  "the  same  formality  and  solemnity  were  observed  in  the  annexation  of  lands  to  the 
domain  as  when  they  were  granted  or  conceded.  All  armexations  were  declared,  by  an  ordinance  of 
Louis  XV,  ill  1743,  to  be  null  and  void,  and  of  no  effect,  unless  they  were  judiciallij  decreed.  The  same 
principle  obtained  under  the  Spanish  authorities;  and  they  deemed  it  obligatory."  That  such  was  the 
law,  custom,  or  usage,  and  so  practiced  by  the  authorities  of  the  country,  is  fully  established  by  reference 
to  tlic  "  Livre  Terrein,"  now  in  the  oflSco  of  the  recorder  of  land  titles,  in  which  we  have  instances  of  this 
method  f)f  "judicially  decreeing"  an  annexation  to  the  domain  of  such  lands  as  had  been  forfeited  for  a 
non-fulfilment  of  the  terms  of  the  grant. 

aixthhi.  Such  grants  bear  in  their  terms  the  character  of  vesting  a  fee  simple  in  the  grantee.  They 
seem  to  have  been  so  petitioned  for,  and  were  so  granted.  If  such  a  title  could  not  have  been  passed  by 
the  grant,  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  suppose  either  that  it  would  have  been  so  requested  or  so  granted. 
It  must  be  admitted  that  thej' were  acquainted  with  their  own  laws  and  customs;  and  allowing  them 
only  a  small  degree  of  regard  and  obedience  to  the  same,  it  is  nothing  more  than  a  fair  presumption  that 
what  was  asked  for  and  what  was  granted  was  legitimate  and  lunper. 

In  the  claim  of  Bernard  Pratte  for  SOO  arpents,  to  be  found  among  those  examined  and  recommended 
for  Confirmation,  it  will  l>e  seen  that  a  transfer  of  it  was  made  before  the  grant  was  located,  all  of  which 
was  sanctioned  b_y  the  lieutenant  governor  himself. 

In  1779,  land  was  granted  by  Ferdinand  de  Leyba  to  one  John  Saunders  upon  express  condition  that 
said  Saunders  should  cultivate  it  one  j'ear  from  the  date  of  the  grant.  Before  the  expiration  of  the  year 
Saunders  sold  the  land,  and  his  assignee  made  or  proved  no  cultivation.  In  1793,  Zenon  Trudeau,  lieu- 
tenant governor,  made  a  decree  in  favor  of  the  claimant  against  one  Joseph  Hortez,  who  claimed  the  same 
as  his  property.  Who  will  say  that  Trudeau,  the  lieutenant  governor,  in  this  proceeding,  violated  the 
laws  and  customs  of  the  eountrj',  and  that  this  was  an  act  of  nsurjiation  ?  There  is  certainly  much  more  in 
the  history  of  the  country,  during  the  time  the  French  and  Spanish  governments  existed  in  Louisiana,  to 
prove  that  it  was  in  accordance  with  their  laws  and  customs  than  that  it  was  a  violation  and  an  act  of 
usurped  authority. 

There  is  one  claim  reported  which  soemingl}'  is  at  variance  with  the  principle  contained  in  the  tenth 
resolution  adopted  by  the  board.  It  is  tlie  claim  of  Louis  Bissonet  for  40  arpents.  The  grant  was  made 
in  1777  by  Francisco  Cruzat,  in  wliich  there  was  an  express  condition  that  the  land  should  be  cultivated 
within  a  year  from  its  date.  No  cultivation  is  shown  until  the  j'ear  1798.  It  was  then  claimed  by  and 
cultivated  as  tlie  land  of  Louis  Bissonet.  Subsequently,  the  same  land  was  surveyed  by  Antoine  S<iulard, 
surveyor  general  of  the  province  of  Upper  Louisiana,  under  the  Sjianish  government.  Much  reflection 
iuduc(Hl  the  board  to  recommend  this  claim  for  confirmation,  because  it  was  believed  that,  although  the 
condition  was  not  proven  to  have  Vieen  performed,  yet  the  claim  so  long  set  up  was  a  fair  presumption 
that  tlie  condition  liad  been  fulfilled,  and  that  if  it  had  not  it  would  have  been  re-annexed  to  the  domain. 

Having  thus  presented  the  views  which  we  have  of  the  question  referred  to  the  board  by  the  act  of 
July  9,  1832,  we  will  now  proceed  to  state,  in  a  h'W  words,  the  nature  and  grounds  of  the  decisions  made 
upon  the  claims  submitted  to  them  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  .March  2,  18oo,  founded  ujion  settlement  and 
cultivation. 

In  deciding  upon  and  applying  the  evidence  submitfed  in  supiiort  of  these  claims,  we  have  observed 
the  following  rules: 

1st.  That,  under  the  act  of  1833,  only  siicli  claims  founded  on  settlement  and  cultivation  arc  cognizable 
as  have  been  heretofore  filed  with  the  recorder. 

2d.  That  all  such  claims  as  come  within  the  provisions  and  requisitions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
March  2,  1805,  and  the  acts  supplementary  thereto,  of  April  21,  1800,  ^March  3,  1807,  and  June  13,  1812, 
arc  entitled  to  confirmation. 

The  evidence  in  support  of  the  claims  herewith  reported  is  spread  upon  the  tabular  statement  of  each 
of  them,  to  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer. 

Before  concluding,  iiermit  us  to  notice  one  or  two  subjects  more,  upon  which  we  think  it  is  proper  that 
some  suggestions  slnndd  be  made.  In  the  examination  of  the  question  submitted  to  us,  it  was  discovered 
that  there  were  some  cases  which  could  not  be  noticed,  in  conseipience  of  their  not  having  been  filed  within 
the  time  limited  by  the  acts  of  Congress.  The  omission  to  file  them  arose  from  numerous  causes;  in  some 
cases  they  were  found  to  bo  in  the  hands  of  infant  heirs;  in  other  cases  owned  by  the  French  or  Spaniards, 
who,  not  knowing  our  language,  were  ignorant  of  our  laws,  and  of  what  was  demanded  under  them. 
But  most  generally  the  omission  to  file  them  in  proper  time  arose  from  the  ignorance  of  the  people,  that 
such  a  requisite  was  necessary  to  the  validity  of  their  claims.  The  first  settlers  of  the  country  were 
daring  men,  who  were  scattered  over  a  wide  range  of  country,  and  whose  sources  of  information  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  government  were  few  and  ditlieuU;  besides,  by  the  act  of  March  2,  1805,  section  4,  it 
was  not  obligatory  on  the  claimants  to  file  notice  of  claim  founded  on  any  incomplete  grant,  bearing  date 
prior  to  the  first  of  October  1800.  The  4th  section  of  the  act  of  1805  provides  that  every  person  claiming- 
land  "by  virtue  of  an  incomplete  title,  bearing  date  subsequent  to  the  first  day  of  October,  1800,  shall, 
before  the  first  day  of  March,  1806,  deliver  to  the  recorder  of  land  titles,  within  whose  district  the  land 
may  be,  a  notice,  in  writing,  stating  the  nature  and  extent  of  his  claim,  together  with  the  plat  of  the 
tract  or  tracts  claimed."  The  5th  section  of  the  act  of  .March  3,  1807,  provides  that  "  the  time  fixed  by  the 
act  above  mentioned,  (the  act  of  1805,)  and  the  acts  supplementary  thereto,  be  extended  to  July  1,  1808." 
Many  of  these  claims  deserve,  perhaps,  the  favor  which  has  been  extended  to  those  which  have  been 
filed. 

From  all  that  we  can  learn,  some  of  those  claims  seem  to  possess  intrinsic  merit.  We  have  been  led 
to  make  these  suggestions,  from  the  fact  that  these  claims  were  recognized  by  the  act  of  March  20,  1824, 
and  the  acts  supplementary  thereto,  under  which  the  United  States  district  court  i.if  M^souri  was 
authorized  to  adjudicate  upon  the  French  and  Spanish  unconfirmed  land  claims  in  said  State.  There  are 
many  claims  depending  on  settlement  and  cultivation  in  the  same  situation,  and  arising  from  the  same 
causes. 

I  poll  the  subject  of  conflicting  idaims  we   have  been  unable  to  ascertain  to  what  extent  they  exist; 
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hiiving-  11(1  dala  hy  wliicli  cmr  exrrtions  ciiuld  I'c  dircetcil.  we  have  lalMiinl  |ircUy  iiiiicli  in  vain  to  lliid  nut 
in  what  cases  tlic"y  have  taken  i)hiee,  althnuuh  we  eauscil  a  niitie<>  to  he  imhlishcil,  re(|uestin.^-  in  it  adverse 
claimants  to  come  forwavd  and  notify  us  oi'  the  fad;  wliicli  jiolii'e  is  fDiwaiiinl  with  the  report.  Wo  are 
of  opinion,  liowever,  that  they  exist  to  a  eonsiderahle  de,i;-ree.  'I'liere  are  numerous  cases  of_  lands  lying 
within  these  French  and  Spanish  claims,  lic>lonj;-inp,-  to  individuals  whose  rigdit  or  claim  orig-inated  under 
the  government  of  the  United  .States;  some  depend  upon  purchases;  some  upon  the  law  allowing-  i)re- 
enip'tiun;  sonic  others  upon  New  iladrid  locations;  and  some  again  upon  settlement  rights,  which  have 
I'ceii  conlirmed. 

Most  of  these  persons  have  lieen  I'nr  a  long  time  settled  on  their  lands.  Their  claims  lieingnf  a  Jiuna 
fidr  character,  derived  from  the  govermnent  of  tiie  United  States,  they  went  lui  to  improve  their  lauds, 
"nKd<ing  for  themselves  and  families  comlortaMe  homes,  without  any  liclicf  that  they  would  ever  he  inter- 
ru|ited'  in  their  possessions.  Should  the  claims  reported  liy  the  board  be  conlirnieil  liy  Congress,  in  whnle 
or  in  Jiart,  Congress  will,  in  their  wisdom,  no  douljt  notice  the  suggestion  here  made,  and  carve  out  such 
a  course  as  will  quiet  the  inieasiut'ss  and  an.\iety  which  are  felt,  by  doing  everything  which  even  the 
most  scrupulous  denuuids  of  justice  could  require. 

We  deem  it  proper  to  state,  before  concluding,  our  apiuchension  that,  in  some  cases  where  French 
or  Spanish  grants  have  been  held  for  a  small  ([uantity  of  land  only,  the  grants  have  been  laid  aside, 
and  a  claim  set  up  by  settlement  right  for  04(1  acres,  a  much  larger  quantity.  It  is  difficult  to  discover 
or  detect  the  imposition. 

\Ve  would  respectfully  suggest  that,  in  the  event  of  the  coniirmation  of  this  report,  in  whole  or  in 
[lart,  a  provision  should  be  nuide,  conlirming  settlement  rights,  where  they  have  sufficient  merit,  upon  the 
condition  that  the  person  to  whom  it  is  confirmed  had  not  previously  held  under  a  French  or  Spanish 
grant.  It  is  due  to  the  claims  reported  to  say  that  no  such  suspicion  attaches  to  them,  nor  will  wo  say 
positively  that  we  kuow  of  any  case  where  such  a  course  has  been  taken.  We  have  ventured  to  make 
the  suggestion  fronr  circumstances  wdiich  authorize  the  belief  that  some  such  instances  have  occurred. 

AVe  nov^'  close  this  report  by'observing  that  the  great  number  of  claims  originating  under  the  French 
and  Spanisli  governments  arose  from  the  condition  of  the  country,  from  tlieir  want  of  population,  and  from 
their  desire  to  have  the  lands  speedily  brought  into  a  state  of  cultivation  and  improvement;  for  we  find 
that  France,  in  attempting  to  accomplish  her  great  plan  of  permanently  uniting  the  St.  Lawrence  with 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  held  out  inducements  to  emigration,  with  the  view  to  form  a  permanent  barrier 
against  the  encroachments  of  the  English.  Around  her  various  military  posts  in  this  quarter  colonies 
were  planted,  where,  amid  the  vicissitudes  of  climate,  at  war  with  the  elements  and  various  Indian  tribes, 
sutfering  every  privation,  they  continued  to  iiourish  under  the  fostering  care  of  the  uK.ither  country. 
The  same  policy  was  pursued  by  the  Spanish  government.  In  recommending  the  claims  of  these  people 
now  presented  to  your  notice,  we  do  it  on  the  grounds  of  their  merit,  the  various  laws,  usages,  customs, 
and  practice  of  the  different  governments  under  which  they  originated,  and,  in  our  opinion,  the  great  and 
immutable  principle  of  justice. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 


Ei.i.i.\H  II.vYW.\ED,  Esq.,  Comnmsioner  of  Ihc  General  Land  Office. 


ALBERT  G.  IIAKKISOX. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  E.  CONWAY. 


A. 

Resohdions  jjai^.-ied  bij  the  board  if  commissioners  on  the  oOlli  Oclohrr,  1833. 

First  Eesolved,  That  it  was  the  custom  of  both  France  and  Spain,  and  formed  a  part  of  the  policy 
of  those  nations  in  tlie  settling  of  new  countries,  to  appoint  officers  whose  business  it  was,  by  express 
regulations,  to  grant  lands  to  all  such  of  their  subjects  as  might  wish  to  settle  in  those  countries,  for  the 
avowed  purposes  of  improving  and  populating  said  countries. 

Second.  That  all  acts  in  relation  to  grants,  concessions,  warrants,  and  (jrdcrs  of  survey  done  and  per- 
formed by  the  French  and  Spanish  officers  during  the  time  those  governments  had  possession  and  exer- 
cised the  sovereignty  over  the  province  of  Upper  Louisiana,  ought  to  be  considered  as  prima  facie  evidence 
of  their  right  to  do  those  acts  and  perform  those  duties,  and  ought  to  be  held  and  considered  binding  on 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  inasmuch  as  the  acts  of  the  officers  in  said  province  were  not  only 
tolerated  Imt  approved  by  their  superiors  in  power. 

Third.  That  all  grants,  concessions,  warrants,  or  orders  of  survey  made  and  issued  by  the  French  or 
Spanish  officers  in  the  late  province  of  Upper  Louisiana  on  or  before  the  lOtli  day  of  March,  1804,  wdiere 
the  same  are  not  proved  to  be  fraudulent,  ought  to  be  cimtirnied,  provided  the  conditiiuis  annexed  to  the 
grant  have  been  complied  with,  or  a  satisfactory  reason  given  for  not  fulfilling  the  same. 

Fourth.  That  O'Pieily's  instructions  or  regulations  of  February  18,  1770,  those  of  Gayoso  of  Septem- 
ber 9,  1797,  and  those  of  Morales  of  July  17,  1799,  were  not  in  force  in  Upper  Louisiana,  except,  perhaps, 
the  provisions  contained  in  those  (if  (Jayoso  which  related  to  new  settlers. 

Fifth.  The  sub-delegates,  in  making  grants,  &c.,  were  not  limited  by  any  known  law  or  custom  as  to 
the  ipiantity  of  arpents  they  should  grant,  except,  perhaps,  as  to  new  settlers,  and  tliat  such  grants 
passed  title,  and  that  a  survey  vvas  merely  an  incidental  matter  after  the  title  had  passed  by  the  grant,  so 
as  to  identify  the  land  that  the  grantee  might  take  possession  of  it. 

Sixth,  that  what  are  called  incomplete  grants  by  the  custom  and  practice  of  the  country  were  rec(ig- 
nized  as  property  capable  of  passing  by  devise,  transferable  from  one  to  another,  and  were  liable  to  be 
sold  for  debt. 

Seventh.  That  those  grants  which  are  general  in  their  terms  pass  as  good  a  title  as  those  which  are 
more  special,  the  difference  being  in  the  description  of  the  land,  and  not  in  the  title 

Eighth.  'That  those  officers  of  the  French  and  Spanish  governments  whose  names  are  signed  to  coti- 
cessions  must  be  presumed  to  have  acted  agreeably  to  p(jwers  vested  in  them  by  their  sovereign,  and  that 
their  acts  are  accordingly  legal  until  the  contrary  is  shown. 
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Nintli.  'I'liiit  f'niinl  is  ;in  alVirniative  charge,  and,  as  relates  to  the  French  and  Spanisli  claims,  as  well 
as  in  all  other  eases,  must  lie  proved,  and  not  presumed. 

Tenth.  That  in  all  cases  where  there  arcj.  conditions  to  a  grant,  &c.,  if  the  grantee  show  satisfactorily 
that  he  has  heen  prevented  from  a  fulfihnent  nf  the  ccmditiiins  by  the  act  of  God,  by  the  act  of  law,  by  the 
enemies  of  the  country,  or  by  the  act  of  the  party  making  the  grant,  or  any  other  sufiicient  cau.se,  that  the 
grantee  will  be  considered  as  absiilved  fnim  the  performance  of  the  same,  and  the  grant  regarded  as 
absolute. 

A.  G.  HARRISON. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 


PRIVATE   LAND  CLAIMS. 


The  undersigned,  commissioners  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  finally  settling  the  private  land  claims 
in  Mis.souri,  would  beg  leave  respectfully  to  notify  all  whom  it  may  cuncern  that  the  time  of  taking  testi- 
mony is  limited  to  the  9th  of  July  next,  after  which  period  no  new  evidence  can  be  received.  From 
great  age  and  infirmity  maiij^  of  the  witnesses  cannot  attend  at  this  place.  One  of  the  commissioners  is 
authorized  to  proceed  to  the  southern  counties  for  the  purpose  of  receiving-  testimony.  He  will  give 
iKitice  when  and  where  he  will  be  in  attendance  for  that  object. 

There  is  another  point  to  which  tliey  would  call  your  attention.  Many  persons  have  bought  lands 
from  the  government  (if  the  United  States  which  had  been  covered  by  Spanish  and  French  grants.  Where 
this  is  the  case  the  undersigned  sh(udd  be  infVirmed,  that  they  may  report  the  fact  to  Congress,  which  may 
have  the  ctlVct  of  preventing  embarrassment  and  litigation. 

L.  F.  LINN. 

.\.  G.  HARRISON. 

F.  R.  CONWAY. 

St.  Louis,  March  21,  18.3.3. 

Editors  of  papers  would  confer  a  favor  on  the  public  liy  giving  the  aliove  a  few  insertions. 

A  true  copy  of  an  advertisement  [lufili.shed  in  the  Free  Press  of  March  28,  1833. 

JULIUS  DE  MUN,  Translator  Board  of  Commissioners. 
St.  Louis,  November  27,  1833. 


Letter  from  J.  M.  White,  delegate  from  Florida,  to  Hon.  Mr.  Linn,  Simale  of  the  United  States,  with  transla- 
tions of  sun  dr  1 1  Spanish  laws  and  customs  having  reference  to  land  claims. 

Washington,  February  16,  1834. 

Sir:  I  regret  very  much  that  I  have  not  been  enabled,  from  my  pressing  engagements,  public  and 
professional,  to  read  your  report  upon  the  Jlissouri  land  claims. 

I  have  made  some  traiislations  of  Spanish  laws,  which  may  serve  to  illustrate  tlie  subject  since  the 
publication  of '  my  compilation.     If  they  are  deemed  of  anj'  value,  they  are  at  your  service. 
With  great  respect,  your  most  obedient, 

JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 
Hon.  Dr.  Linn,  of  the  Senate. 


COMPENDIUM  OF  THE  HISTORY  OF  ROYAL  LAW  OF  SPAIN. 

From  the  institutions  of  Alvarez. 
[Translation] 

As  this  compendium  has  no  other  object  than  to  give  to  beginners  some  idea  of  our  codes  of  law,  I 
will  only  make  in  it  a  brief  relation  of  what  our  authors  are  agreed  in,  without"  mixing  in  the  prolix  dis- 
putes which  this  matter  generally  gives  rise  to. 

Although  there  arc  some  who  have  wished  to  discover  the  laws  by  which  tlie  first  founders  of  Spain 
were  governed  before  its  invasion  by  the  Carthagcnians,  j'et  it  is  necessary  to  confess  that  we  have 
nothing  certain  ujion  this  subject.  The  most  probable  appears  to  be  that  they  had  no  laws  written,  and 
that  the_y  midoubtedly  were  governed  by  those  of  custom,  and  by  arbitrary  decrees  founded  in  equity 
and  justice.  It  is  believed  that  the  Carthagcnians  would  begin  at  least  by  introducing  theirs  into  the 
provinces  which  they  ruled,  but  even  this  eonjectm-e  is  not  altogether  fixed,  if  we  consider  the  short  time 
that  their  government  lasted,  which  was  a  little  more  than  two  Innidred  j-ears,  during  which  they  were 
agitated  with  continual  wars. 

To  the  ('arthagenians  succeeded  the  Romans  in  the  sway  over  Spain,  and  these,  there  is  no  doubt,  as 
soon  as  they  completed  the  conquest  of  all  the  jn'ovinces,  introduced  in  them  their  language,  customs, 
and  legislation. 

In  the  decadence  of  the  Roman  empire  of  the  west,  Spain  passed  under  the  dominion  of  different 
barbarous  nations  of  the  north,  viz:  the  Goths,  Vandals,  Alans,  the  Suevi,  and  Silingi;  all  of  these 
disputed  the  dominion  a  long  time  among  themselves  until  the  Goths,  by  the  ruin  or  banishment  of  all 
the  others,  remained  sole  masters  of  Spain,  which  happened  about  the  year  412  of  Jesus  Christ.  These 
Goths,  in  the  beginning  of  their  reign,  permitted  the  Spaniards  to  continue  the  use  of  the  Roman  laws, 
to  which  it  appears  they  were  accustomed,  and  from  time  to  tiiue  went  on  establishing  others.  The  first 
who  gave  them  in  writing  was  the  King  Eurico,  who  died  in  the  year  483.     To  these  were  added  others 


1834.]  LAND    CLAIMS   IN    MISSOURI,  929 

by  his  successiirs,  and  cliietly  liy  Li'iiviL^-cldM.  ■w]\,i  nicinli'il  and  rc^'ul.itr'd  tlmsc  wliicli  existrd,  hdvinji;  awny 
tliosc  wliich  were  snperHnuus,  and  ad<lini;-  others  necessary. 

The  first  eude  of  Gothic  hiws  is  the  famous  one  ]iuMish(>rl  in  the  I2(li  ei-ntnry  in  La(iu  liy  tlie  title  of 
Liher  Jndicnm,  also  calle(l  Fnero  de  los  Juices  o  Fnero  .Tn7,,i;-o,  ( jnil,L;'es'  slatuti's;)  anil  this  i.s  lield  as  the 
fonntain  or  origin  of  the  laws  of  Spain.  The  work  is  divided  into  twelve  hooks,  also  diviiled  into  chapters, 
and  its  laws  arc  composed  of  edicts  of  divers  (iothie  kind's  of  varimis  councils  of  Tolethi  and  other  enact- 
ments of  unknown  origin.  There  are  doubts  as  reg'ard.s  the  author,  some  giving  it  to  Sisiniando,  some  to 
Chindasvindii  and  others  to  RecCrsvinto,  wlio  all  llonrished  in  the  scventli  ecntnry. 

After  the  entry  of  the  Arabs  into  Spain,  which  happened  in  the  year  114,  in  which  llic  ( inlhic  monarchy 
was  destroyed,  the  Gothic  law,s  continued  to  govern  for  many  years  in  thr  provinces  which  wore  preserved 
from  the  Moors,  and  in  those  which  were  got  back,  which  were  governed  by  them  and  by  the  general 
customs  of  the  nation.  The  division  of  the  pruvinc(js  which  were  cimciucred  from  the  Mours,  and  the 
diflercnc(^  which,  in  time,  was  remarked  in  many  things  of  the  indiviilual  government  of  cacli,  were  the 
cause  of  the  variety  of  codes  which  were  then  establisheil.  In  Castile  was  established  at  thi'  end  of  the 
lOtli  century  and  coinniencement  of  the  11th,  by  the  Count  Sancho  Garcia,  the  Fiirro  called  Viijo  de 
CaMiUa,  (old  statutes  of  Castile,)  the  laws  of  which  arc,  after  those  of  the  I-hu'ro  Juzgo,  the  fundamental 
ones  of  tlie  crown  of  Castile,  separate  from  those  of  Leon.  I)i:)n  Alon/.o  VII,  in  tlie  cortes  of  Najera  of 
1128,  augmented  and  amended  it,  publishing  besides  various  laws  witli  respect  to  the  nobles.  To  these 
were  afterward.s  annexed  several  usages  and  customs  of  Castile  and  different  faza/ias  or  sentences  pro- 
nounced in  the  tribunals  of  the  kingdom,  all  which  governed  up  to  the  reign  of  Alonzo  XI,  who  desired  the 
preference  to  be  given  to  the  code  which  he  published  and  regulated  in  the  cortes  of  Alcahi  in  the  year 
134S,  known  by  tljc  name  of  Ordenamicnto  Real  de  Alcala,  (royal  regulation.s  of  Alcala  )  Lastly,  the 
King  Don  Pedro,  in  the  cortes  of  Valhidolid  of  13.')  1,  mended  and  regulated  the  Fnero  de  Ca.stilla  in  the 
form  in  which  it  has  arrived  to  our  times.  This  code  is  als<i  known  by  the  names  of  Fiiero  de  Lis  Ilijos- 
dalgos,  (statutes  of  gentlemen,)  Fnero  de  Burgos,  (statutes  of  liurgos,)  and  Fuero  de  los  Fazafias, 
(statutes  of  the  sentences,)  ancient  laws  and  customs  of  Siiain. 

In  the  kingdom  of  Leon,  King  Alonzo  V,  in  the  general  cnrtes  which  he  held  in  the  city  of  that  nana' 
in  the  year  1020,  gave  tlie  statute  which  he  called  of  Leon,  composed  of  laws  established  in  that  assembly 
for  tlie  government  of  that  citj'  and  kingdom,  including  Gallicia  and  the  part  of  Portugal  then  conquered, 
all  which  continued  to  be  governed  by  them  until  the  publication  of  the  code  called  Fuero  Real;  and 
although  the  aforesaid  two  statutes  of  Castile  and  Lcun  were  established  in  both  these  kingdoms,  the 
laws  of  the  Fuero  Juzgo  continued  also  to  be  observed  in  the  provinces  more  or  less  respectively  in  every 
thing  relating  to  connuon  law  until  with  time  the  observance  of  them  began  to  cool,  princiiially  in  Old 
Castile;  but  if  here  their  vigor  decayed  it  was  recovered  throughout  the  whole  of  New  Castile,  and  the 
provinces  which  continued  to  be  conquered  from  the  period  of  the  reig'n  of  Alonzo  YI  up  to  the  beginning 
of  that  of  Alonz<-)  the  Wise,  which  monarchs  gave  the  laws  of  this  coile  to  the  conquered  peopde  fir  their 
government  in  all  that  belonged  to  common  law. 

King  Alonzo  X,  called  tlie  Wise,  being  desirous  of  annulling  the  statutes  of  population  and  conquest 
and  the  general  ones  of  Castile  and  Leon,  in  order  to  avoid  the  confusion  and  even  complication  of  such 
a  multitude  of  diflerent  laws  in  each  province,  ordained  and  published  in  the  year  1255  the  Fuero  Real, 
known  also  by  the  names  of  the  Book  of  the  Councils  of  Castile,  Statute  of  the  Laws,  and  Statute  of  the 
Court,  because  by  it  were  chiefly  decided  the  processes  in  the  tribunals  of  the  court,  and  he  ordered  that 
the  laws  therein  should  bo  the  general  and  only  ones  in  all  his  dominions;  but  the  nobles  and  the  people, 
particularly  of  Castile,  finding  out  that  their  ancient  statutes  and  privileges  were  by  it  destroyed,  they  made 
their  complaint  and  recovered  them  in  time  of  the  same  Don  Alonzo,  when  among  these  the  observance 
of  the  Fuero  Real  ceased;  but  it  was  generally  in  use  in  Estrernadura,  Algarva,  Andalusia,  kingdom  of 
Murcia,  &c.  The  same  complaint  was  made  liy  the  councils  of  the  cities  and  towns  of  the  crown  of  Leon 
in  the  time  of  the  discords  of  the  Infante  Don  Sancho  with  his  father  the  same  Don  Alonzo,  when  the 
re-establishnient  of  the  laws  of  the  statutes  of  Leon  and  of  the  Fuero  Juzgo  was  agreed  upon  anioiig 
other  things. 

The  Fuero  Real  was  not  without  many  defects,  and  on  this  account  and  for  its  greater  clearness  and 
intelligence  it  became  necessarj'  to  form  the  explanations  called  Leyes  de  Estilo  (laws  of  the  age)  to  the 
number  of  252,  by  the  authority  of  the  same  King  Don  Alonzo,  of  his  son  Don  Sancho,  and  of  Don  Fer- 
nando el  Em]:ilazado,  as  it  is  declared  in  the  prologue.  These  were  published  at  the  end  of  the  loth 
century  or  beginning  of  tlie  14th,  and  some  of  them  are  found  inserted  in  the  New  Recopilation. 

After  the  Fuero  Real  follows  the  celebrated  code  of  the  Partidaf^.  The  prologue  to  this  work  informs 
us  that  the  King  Don  Alonzo  the  AVise  undertook  it  by  order  of  his  father,  Fernando,  in  the  year  1251, 
and  fourth  of  his  reign,  and  that  he  finished  it  in  seven  years  afterwards.  These  laws  were  not  in  practice 
until  the  time  of  Ahmzo  XI,  (about  the  year  1348,)  who,  by  the  law  1  of  the  2>5th  chapter  of  his  ordinance 
of  Alcala,  published  and  gave  them  force  after  tliey  were  mended  and  corrected  by  him  to  his  satisfaction. 
The  same  appears  in  law  3,  tit.  1,  book  2,  of  the  New  Recopilation.  It  is  considered  as  certain  that  the 
cause  of  such  a  great  delay  in  the  publication  of  this  code  was  the  disturbances,  wars,  and  other  most 
important  matters  which  occurred  in  the  reign  of  Don  Alonzo  the  Wise  and  the  two  following. 

The  Partidas  was  composed  in  a  great  measure  of  the  laws  of  Roman  codes,  of  chapters  from  the 
canonical  laiv,  and  authorities  of  the  holy  fathers.  It  is  evident  that  they  likewise  contain  many  ancient 
laws  of  the  kingdom,  and  that  the  customs  and  statutes  of  the  nation  were  consulted,  the  desire  being  to 
issue  a  perfect  legal  code,  and  peculiar  to  our  Spain;  but  this  so  important  object  was  not  attained 
completely. 

Don  Alonzo  XI,  desirous  that  all  his  dominions  should  be  gLivi.'rned  liy  one  and  the  same  laws,  and  in 
view  of  what  he  had  promulgated  in  the  cortes  of  the  royal  city  of  Segovia,  formed  in  the  cortes  of  Alcala, 
in  the  year  134S,  tlie  Ordenamienlo  de  Leyes,  (ordinance  of  laws,)  known  by  this  name,  ordering  that  these 
should  govern  in  his  dominions  in  preference  to  the  ancient  codes;  and,  aficr  th:Mn,  those  of  the  municipal 
statutes  of  the  cities,  and  tlmse  of  the  parties  after  he  had  corrected  them;  and  this  was  renewed  by 
Enrique  II,  in  the  cortes  of  Teni,  in  the  year  I:;(i9,  and  by  Queen  Donna  Juana,  in  the  law  first  of  Toro, 
which  is  found  inserted  in  the  .N'ew  Recopilation.  Of  this  code  almost  all  the  laws  passed,  in  like  manner, 
into  that  Recopilation,  either  entire  nr  with  some  slight  alteration. 

From  the  laws  of  this  code,  and  those  which  were  promulgated  by  the  Kings,  the  successors  from  Don 
Alonzo  XI  down  to  the  Catholic  Kings,  was  funned  that  which  we  know  by  the  title  of  Royal  Ordinances 
of  Castile,  and  also  that  called  Royal  Ordinance.  It  is  composed  of  various  laws,  sume  loose,  smne  found 
in  the  Fuero  Real,  Ij<'yes  de  Entile,  and  Ordinance  of  Alcala,  and  is  divided  into  eighty  b.joks.      It  is  thought 
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tliiit  it«  anthnr,  .Vluiizo  Moiitalvo,  undertook  this  work  bj'  order  of  Fernando  and  Is.abella,  as  he  liimself 
nays  in  lii.s  ]irolog-ue;  bnt  there  never  was  a  law  issued  to  put  in  force  this  compilation,  and  therefore  its 
laws  have  no  other  than  the  merit  they  have  acquired  in  the  original. 

After  tlie  eollcetions  just  related  followed  another  which  is  called  the  New  Recopilation.  This  was 
concluded  and  publislied  in  the  year  1561,  in  two  volumes,  comprehending  nine  books,  having  in  them  the 
laws  which  appeared  in  various  pani]ihlets,  and  others  which  were  found  loose.  In  the  later  editions, 
made  in  tjie  years  1581,  1592,  and  1598,  1G40,  1123,  and  1145,  there  were  added  many  laws,  establislied 
in  the  intermediate  time  from  one  edition  to  another;  so  that,  in  that  of  1145,  there  was  added  a  third 
volume,  in  which,  under  the  name  of  Autos  Acordadoi?  del  Consejo,  (acts  agreed  upon  in  council,)  were 
included  more  than  500  pragmaticas,  cedulas,  decrees,  orders,  declarations,  and  resolutions  of  the  King, 
issued  up  to  that  year,  all  wliich  were  distril)uted  in  the  same  order  of  titles  and  books  contained  in  those 
of  the  volumes  of  the  recopilated  laws.  AVith  the  augmentaticju  of  2G  laws  and  12  decrees  appeared  other 
three  editions  in  the  years  1112,  1115,  and  1111;  the  public  being  promised,  in  another  volume  separate, 
by  way  of  supplement,  the  great  number  of  cedulas  and  royal  decrees  and  acts  agreed  upon  since  the 
year  1145. 

Latterly  has  been  published  another  edition  of  the  same  Recopilation,  not  in  the  method  and  order  of 
the  old  one,  but  in  a  new  form,  taking  in  the  useful  laws  contained  in  the  first,  and  adding  more  than  2,000 
dispositicjus  appertaining  to  them,  from  the  year  1145  up  to  1805.  This  collection,  which  is  divided  into 
12  liooks,  was  approved  and  ordered  to  be  observed,  by  King  Charles  VI,  with  the  title  of  Novisima 
Kecopilacion  do  las  Leycs  de  Espaiia,  by  a  royal  cedula  of  July  15,  1805,  which  is  found  at  the  begiiming 
of  the  work. 

The  epochs  being  known  of  the  promulgation  of  all  these  codes,  and  the  principle  being  established 
that  "later  laws  destroy  the  former,"  the  relative  value  will  be  known  of  all  these  parts  of  our  legislation, 
and  it  will  be  seen  liy  what  laws  judgment  must  be  had  in  the  various  cases  whicii  occur;  but,  in  order  to 
proceed  in  so  important  a  matter  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  laws,  see  the  law  3,  tit.  2,  book  3,  of  that 
newest  Kecopilacion. 


HISTORY  OF  CUBA.— Cap.  vii.,  r.  290. 
Government  of  the  island. 

The  island  is  divided  into  two  provinces,  whose  capitals  are  the  Havana  and  St.  Jago  de  Cuba. 

The  governor  and  political  chief  of  tlie  former  is  captain  general  of  tlic  island,  and  that  province 
extends  to  Puerto  Principe. 

The  governor  of  the  latter  has  jurisdiction  over  the  remaining  part  of  the  island,  which  embraces  the 
province  of  Cuba,  whose  government  is  given  to  a  military  officer,  who  is  political  chief  in  his  province, 
and,  in  military  matters,  is  subordinate  to  the  captain  general. 

Both  governors  have  jurisdiction  in  military  controversies  only. 

His  excellency  Don  Juan  Ruiz  de  Apodaca,  in  compliance  with  a  law  of  the  9th  October  last  (1812) 
regulating  the  powers  of  courts,  declared  that  his  jurisdiction,  civil  and  criminal,  in  ordinary  cases  was 
at  an  end,  and  ordered  all  causes  then  pending  before  him  to  be  transferred  to  the  auditor,  Lieutenant 
Governor  Leonardo  del  Monte,  to  be  determined  according  to  the  law  referred  to.  Military  jurisdiction 
was  reserved  to  the  governor. 

Tlie  former  governors  of  Cuba  were  governors  of  the  whole  island.  In  the  time  of  Pedro  Valdes  it 
was  finally  determined  that  the  captaincy-general  of  the  whole  island  should  be  annexed  to  the  governor 
of  Havana,  leaving  the  governor  of  the  province  of  Cuba  political  and  military  governor  in  the  district 
under  liis  command. 

In  both  governments  there  are  si.x  lieutenant-captaincies.  In  tliatof  the  captain  general  are  those  of 
Puerto  Principe,  Cuatro  Villas,  and  Filipinas.  In  that  of  Cuba  those  of  Bara^oa,  Bayamo,  and  Hoguin. 
These  lieutenants  exercise  jurisdiction  in  military  causes,  with  appeal  to  the  captain  general,  but  not  in 
civil  matters. 

There  is,  in  this  branch,  a  superior  tribunal  of  secondarj-  instance,  which  is  the  audience  sitting  at  the 
city  of  Puerto  Principe,  and  composed  of  two  chambers  (salas)  and  nine  judges,  (ministros.)  It  was 
formerly  presided  by  the  captain  general  of  the  island,  but  now  by  its  regent. 

In  all  the  towns  and  villages  of  the  island  there  are  corporations,  ai/untamiento^  elected  annually  by 
the  people,  agreeably  to  the  constitution.  And  when  judicial  jurisdiction  is  exercised  by  them,  and  the 
political  and  economical  government  by  the  judge  of  letters  and  the  constitutional  alcaldes,  the  circuit 
judges  and  district  captains  are  suppressed. 

The  ayuntamiento  now  consists  of  two  alcaldes,  elected  annuallj';  twelve  regidors,  one-half  renewed 
annually;  two  attorneys,  (procuradorcs,)  one  renewable  annually;  one  secretary.  This  body  is  presided 
by  the  captain  general  of  tlic  island. 

The  principal  tribunals  are: 

The  captaincy-general,  with  jurisdiction  in  military  matters  only. 

The  courts  of  the  judges  of  letters,  (jurez  de  letras,)  of  whom  there  is  one  for  every  twenty-five 
tliousand  souls.     They  have  original  jurisdiction  in  civil  and  criminal  matters. 

The  court  of  constitutional  alcaldes  having  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  last  mentioned,  but 
exclusively  in  cases  first  brought  before  it  (a  prevencion;)  appeal  lies  from  these  to  the  territorial  audience. 

The  tribunal  del  consulado,  having  jurisdiction  in  mercantile  matters.  It  consists  of  a  prior,  two 
consuls,  an  assessor,  and  a  clerk.  From  this  appeal  lies  to  the  tribunal  of  algadas  in  matters  of  consider- 
able amount.  This  is  presided  by  the  captain  general,  and  consists  of  two  members,  whom  he  chooses 
from  among  four  who  are  proposed  by  the  parties,  and  one  assessor.  The  clerk  of  the  consulado  serves 
also  in  tin's. 

'I'ho  administration  of  the  royal  treasury  of  the  island  is  presided  by  the  superintendent  general  residing 
at  Havana,  and  two  intendants  of  provinces  in  Puerto  Principe.  The  superintendent  is  president  of  tiie 
tribunal  of  accounts,  of  the  board  of  tythcs,  of  the  superintcndency  of  the  cruzada,  judge  conservator  of 
the  national  lottery.     He  presides  in  the  tribunal  in  the  trial  of  suits  concerning  the  public  treasury;  and 
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from  this  appeal  Pics  to  (hi'  siipcrim-  lidanl,  which  is  ])rosid('d  liy  the  siipci'idr  accountant,  instead  of  the 
court  of  account  of  ^[e.xico,  where  such  appeals  wen?  formerly  earriccl. 

The  tribunal  of  superintendence  of  lohacco  is  coniposeil  of  a  supei-inlcNdeul,  assessor,  liscal  and 
cleik.     Apjieal  lies  from  it  to  the  supreme  conil  of  justice  in  Spain. 

Tiie  tribunal  of  marine,  ju'esided  by  the  connnandunt  j^'encral. 


OnJcjianza  (h;  Ldcndantci^. 

Moved  by  the  paternal  allectiou  which  all  my  sidijects  deserve  from  mc,  even  the  most  distant,  and 
by  the  anxious  desire  witli  wliich,  since  my  exaltation  to  the  throne,  I  have  endeavored  to  equalize  tiie 
g-ovornment  of  the  great  empires  which  God  has  committed  to  me,  and  put  in  a  state  of  order,  happiness, 
and  defence  mj'  extended  dominions  of  both  Americas,  I  have  resolved,  after  well-founded  re|)orts  and 
mature  deliberation,  to  establish  in  tlie  kingdom  rif  New  Spain  provincial  inteudants,  and  of  the  army,  in 
order  that,  being-  clothed  with  autliority,  and  having  competent  incomes,  they  may  govern  those  settle- 
ments, and  the  inhabitants,  in  peace  and  justice,  as  far  as  is  entrusted  to  them;  and  they  are  charged  by 
this  instruction,  that  the^^  may  take  care  of  the  polity,  and  collect  together  the  lawful  interests  of  my  royal 
exchequer,  with  the  integrity,  zeal,  and  vigilance,  which  arc  prescrilied  by  the  w'ise  laws  of  tlio  Indies 
and  the  two  royal  ordinances  wliich  my  august  father  and  King-,  Don  Ferdinand  VI.,  published  July  4,  1718, 
and  October  13,  1T49;  which  prudent  and  just  rules  I  wish  to  be  observed  exactly  by  the  intcndants  of 
said  kingdom,  with  the  amplifications  and  restrictio)is  which  will  be  found  explained  in  the  articles  of 
this  ordinance  and  instruction. 

Article  1.  Orders  the  division  of  that  empire  into  twelve  inteudancies  by  name,  and  continues,  "each 
of  these  iutendcncies  will  comprehend  the  jurisdictions,  territories,  and  districts,  which  will  be  respectively 
assigned  to  them  at  the  end  of  this  iustruction,  which  iustruction  will  be  delivered  to  the  new  intendants 
which  I  may  elect,  with  the  corresponding  titles,  (which,  for  the  present,  will  be  despatched  by  the  sec- 
retary of  state  and  universal  affairs  of  the  Indies;)  for  I  reserve  always  to  myself  to  name,  and  for  the 
time  I  think  proper,  for  these  employments,  persons  of  accredited  zeal,  integrity,  intelligence  and  good 
conduct,  seeing  that  in  them  I  shall  rest  from  my  cares,  committing  to  them  the  immediate  government 
and  protection  of  my  people. 

Article  2.  The  viceroy  of  \ew  Spain  must  continue  in  the  fullness  of  his  superior  authority  and 
powers  of  all  kinds  which  are  granted  to  him  by  my  royal  title  and  instruction,  and  by  the  laws  of  Indies, 
in  quality  of  governor  and  captain  general  in  the  district  of  that  command;  to  wdiicli  high  employments 
is  adiled  that  of  president  of  the  audience  and  chancery  of  the  capital  city  of  Mexico;  but  leaving  the 
suiierintendence  and  regulation  of  my  royal  exchequer  in  all  its  branches  and  products  to  the  care,  direc- 
tion, and  management  iif  the  general  inteiidaiicy  of  the  army  and  exchequer,  whicli  is  to  be  erected  in 
said  capital,  and  to  which  the  others  of  the  province  will  be  subordinate,  which  I  order,  also,  to  bo  erected 
by  this  instruction. 

Article  3.  The  viccri:iy  to  give  currency  to  the  despatch  and  authority  of  the  inteiidant. 

Article  4.  The  superintendency  which  is  thus  to  be  exercised  by  the  said  intendant  general  of  the 
army  is  understood  to  be  delegated  from  the  general  one  of  my  royal  estate  of  the  Indies,  which  is  invested 
in  my  secretary  of  state  and  universal  atlairs  of  said  Indies;  and  for  the  just  purpose  of  procuring  to 
the  said  superintendent  sub-delegate  some  relief  in  his  important  duties,  and  to  assist  at  the  same  time  this 
establishment  of  inteudancies  by  uniting  the  direction  of  all,  for  the  purpose  of  making  uniform  its  gov- 
ernment, as  far  as  is  permitted  by  the  dift'erence  of  those  towns  and  pirovinces,  I  ordain  and  order  this 
superintendent  sub-deleg'ate,  with  the  approbation  of  inj'  viceroj',  to  establish  immediately  in  the  capital 
of  Mexico  a  superior  junta  of  my  roj'al  exchecpier,  to  wliich  he  must  unite  as  president,  the  best  being 
composed  conformably  to  law  8,  tit.  3,  lib.  8,  of  the  regent  of  that  audience,  the  fiscal,  &c. 

Article  15.  The  intendant  general,  and  every  one  of  those  of  province,  mustliavc  a  second,  a  lawyer, 
who  may  of  himself  exercise  the  jurisdiction  in  matters  forensic,  civil  and  criminal,  in  the  cajiital  and  in 
his  particular  quarter,  and  who  may  be,  at  the  same  time,  assessor  in  ordinary  in  all  atlairs  of  the  intendancjf, 
supplying  tlie  pilace  of  its  chief  in  his  absence,  sickness,  or  visits  to  his  provinces,  or  any  other  cause;  it 
being  understood  that  the  assessor  of  the  intendant  g'cneral  must  bo  assessor,  also,  in  everything  relating 
to  the  superintendence  of  mj  royal  cxchcfiuer,  which  emploj's  him,  supiilj'ing  the  place  there,  also,  in 
case  of  defalcation,  sickness,  or  absence.  And  that  the  said  vice-intendant  may  possess  all  the  requisites 
which  his  situation  demands,  they  must  be  examined  and  approved  by  my  counsels,  chanceries,  or 
andiencies,  and  shall  be  named  by  me  with  the  consultation  of  my  chamber  of  Indies,  &c. 

Then  follow  various  clauses  relating  to  their  duty  in  watching  over  the  general  police  and  good 
government,  agriculture  in  all  its  branches,  cotton,  silk,  cochineal,  &c.,  public  roads,  temples,  streets,  &c. 

Article  75.  Being -already  explained  in  general  the  obligations  of  the  intendants  corregidors  of 
their  provinces,  and  that  of  making  their  subaltern  ofKcers  fultil  theirs  as  respects  the  administration  of 
justice  and  political  and  economical  government,  upon  which  depends  the  augincntation  and  happiness 
of  my  subjects,  they  must  preserve  the  following  rules  as  regards  the  tliinl  class  belonging  to  tlieir  cog- 
nizance, which  is  that  of  mj'  royal  exchequer. 

Article  76.  The  direction  in  chief  of  my  royal  rents  wdiich  are  established,  or  may  be  established, 
in  the  circuit  of  my  said  kingdom,  and  that  of  whatever  dues  may  belong  now  and  always  to  my  royal 
fisc,  in  wdiatever  manner,  will  be  conducted  in  future  under  his  exclusive  inspection  and  cognizance,  with 
all  accompanying,  dependent  upon,  or  annexed  to  it,  without  distinction,  whether  the  liranches  be  admin- 
istered for  my  own  account,  or  be  rented,  or  be  in  the  name  of  others;  and  I  ordain  and  declare,  besides, 
that  the  forensic  jurisdiction  granted  by  law  2,  tit.  3,  lib.  8,  to  the  royal  officers  tor  tlie  collection  of  the 
etl'ects  and  branches  of  my  royal  treasury,  it  is  understood  now,  united  in,  and  transferred  to,  the  inteml- 
ants  in  their  respective  provinces,  to  the  absolute  exclusion  of  those  ministers  of  the  royal  excheiiuer 
who  will  remain  with  this  title  for  the  future,  together  and  individually,  with  that  of  contadors  and 
treasurers,  altliough  always  subject,  as  heretcjforc,  to  securities  and  a  joint  responsibility  as  far  as  this 
regards  them,  and  subordinate  to  these,  my  new  magistrates,  looking  to  them  as  their  chiefs  and  superiors. 
Nevertheless,  these   ministers  will   take   in   their  chai-ge  the   obligation  which   is  now  lield    by  the  royal 
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offiiTi's  t(_)  administer  and  collect  what  belongs  to  mj-  royal  fisc,  in  the  branches  which  are  now  in  their 
char"-e,  excreisiua:  all  the  co-active  economical  powers  which  may  effect  the  one  and  the  other,  with  the 
difibrence  that,  in'cases  where  it  may  be  necessary  to  proceed  judicially  ag-ainst  the  debtors  to  the  fisc, 
they  may  proceed  to  prosecute  and  follow  up  the  demand  in  my  name,  before  their  respective  intendant 
or  snb-delegate,  so  that,  using  the  jurisdiction  which  is  thus  declared  to  them,  they  maj'  despatch  tlie 
orders  in  course,  and  conformable  to  justice. 

Article  17.  In  order  to  efl'ect  this,  and  that  the  orders  and  decrees  of  the  intendants  in  respect  to 
this  branch,  and  that  of  war,  may  be  carried  into  execution  iu  all  the  districts  of  their  provinces  by 
persons  duly  authorized,  they  will  nominate  as  well  in  the  head  cities  of  the  governments,  political  and 
military,  which  are  sufl'ered  to  remain,  (except  those  of  Yucatan  and  Vera  Cruz,)  as  in  the  other  cities 
and  towns  which  are  well  populated,  and  especially  where  there  may  be  a  treasury  of  my  royal  exchequer, 
although  this  may  be  of  an  inferior  class,  sub-delegates  for  the  forensic  part  only  of  these  two  depart- 
ments,"in  the  understanding  that  in  the  head  cities  and  districts  of  the  said  governments  tlie  said  appoint- 
ment must  fall  upon  the  governors  themselves,  as  is  ordered  iu  the  eighth  article;  and  also  that  in  the 
other  places  indicated,  and  their  respective  territories,  in  no  event  must  the  alcaldes  be  elected,  and  less 
the  contadores  or  treasurers,  or  others,  administrators  of  any  branch  of  my  fisc;  but  be  confided  to  persons 
private  and  of  the  best  repute  and  necessary  standing,  by  previous  report  of  persons  who  can  give  it 
with  due  aciiuaintance,  declaring,  as  I  now  declare,  that  the  military,  as  far  as  their  appointment  of  sub- 
delegate  to  their  respective  intendant,  must  be  subordinate  to  him,  and  that  the  faculties  of  the  said  sub- 
delegates,  and  tlioso  of  the  others  ordered  by  the  twelfth  article  to  be  established,  as  far  as  regards  the 
aforesaid  two  branches,  are  only  to  extend  to  causes  which  they  may  set  on  foot  themselves,  or  may  be 
passed  to  them  in  summary  by  any  lower  oiEcers  of  my  custom-house,  until  they  are  brought  to  a  point 
for  sentence;  for  in  this  state  they  must  be  remitted  to  the  intendant  of  the  province  for  pronouncing, 
with  the  advice  of  his  assessor,  what  may  ajipear  just. 

Article  78.  As  regards  the  exercise  of  the  forensic  jurisdiction  in  the  processes  and  aflairs  of  my 
exchequer,  the  intendants  must  take  cognizance  exclusively,  and  to  the  absolute  separation  of  all  other 
magistrates,  tribunals,  and  audiences  of  that  kingdom,  with  the  sole  exception  of  the  superior  junta  of 
exchequer;  and  this  will  also  actuate  in  all  causes  in  which  my  treasury  may  have  any  interest  or  any 
injury,  or  which  may  belong  to  any  branch,  or  any  dues  which  may  be  in  administration  or  rented,  as 
well  in  respect  to  recoveries  as  in  all  incidental  matters,  so  that  no  intendant,  not  even  the  one  of  Mexico, 
as  regards  his  district,  will  admit  from  any  recourse  or  appeal,  unless  it  be  to  the  said  superior  junta  in 
cases  and  with  respect  to  things  whicli  admit  of  it,  in  the  same  manner  that  from  the  decrees  of  this  last 
none  can  bo  made  but  to  my  royal  person,  and  by  the  private  channel  of  the  Indies;  and  it  must  be 
observed  that  the  superintendent  sub-delegate  must  not  be  present  when  there  is  a  motion  to  appeal  from 
a  sentence  whifh  he  has  given  as  intendant  of  province  in  his  direct  charge,  neither  can  the  assessor  of 
the  superintendency,  if  it  has  lieen  pronounced  by  his  advice,  &c. 

Article  81.  The  intendants  shall  also  be  exclusive  judges  of  the  dependencies  and  causes  which 
may  occur  in  the  district  of  their  provinces  about  sales,  compositions,  and  divisions  of  lands,  whether 
realengos  or  of  my  dominion;  the  possessors,  and  those  who  jiretend  to  new  concessions  of  them,  having 
to  represent  their  rights  and  reduce  to  form  their  demands  before  the  intendants  themselves,  in  order  that 
these,  when  they  are  duly  informed  of  these  aflairs  by  means  of  a  promoter  of  my  royal  fisc  whom  they 
.shall  a]ipoiiit,  they  may  determine  upon  them  according  to  right,  with  the  advice  of  the  usual  assessor, 
and  admit  appeals  to  the  superior  junta  of  exchequer,  or  render  an  account  to  this  if  the  interested  do 
not  w'ish  to  ayipeal  with  the  original  process  when  they  judge  this  in  a  state  for  desi)atching  the  title;  in 
order  that,  when  it  is  seen  b_y  the  junta,  it  may  be  returned  either  that  it  may  be  despatched,  if  no  objec- 
tion is  made,  or  that,  before  despatching  it,  the  alterations  ma}'  be  made  which  that  junta  may  point  out 
and  advise;  by  which  means,  and  without  new  impediments,  the  corresponding  confirmations  may  bo 
made,  which  will  be  drawn  out  by  the  superior  junta  itself,  it  proceeding  in  the  matter,  as  also  the 
intendants,  his  sub-delegates,  and  the  others,  agreeably  to  what  is  ordained  in  the  royal  instruction  of 
October  15,  1754,  in  cs  far  as  it  is  not  opposed  to  what  is  now  decreed  hy  this,  without  losing  sight  of  the 
salutary  dispositions  of  the  laws  which  are  therein  cited,  and  of  that  9,  tit.  12,  lib.  4. 

Article  83.  They  will  likewise  take  cognizance  in  all  cases  of  prizes,  shipwrecks,  vessels  in  distress, 
and  vacant  property,  be  this  in  whatever  manner  it  may,  as  well  for  the  examination  thereof  as  to  put  it 
in  a  waj'  of  recovery,  and  of  applying  them  to  my  royal  exchequer,  the  necessaiy  steps  being  first  adopted 
according  to  right,  and  giving  me  an  account  of  all  by  the  private  channel  of  the  Indies,  iu  order  that,  by 
that  way,  an  understanding  may  be  had  with  the  respective  tribunals,  and  the  decrees  which  ma.3'  be 
advisable  may  be  communicated  to  the  intendants  themselves. 

Article  306.  Gives  to  this  instruction  and  ordinance  the  force  of  law;  all  other  disjiositions,  estab- 
lishments, customs,  or  practices  to  the  contrary  are  revoked;  any  interpretation  <ir  amplification  is  pro- 
hibited, and  it  is  ordered  to  be  observed  by  all  tiie  trilmnals  and  chiefs,  secular  and  ecclesiastical,  and  by 
all  and  every  one  whom  it  concerns,  avoiding'  all  discussion  or  hindrance. 

December  4,  178t}. 

"  Custom  is  luurritte)!  laiv  that  has  been  introduced  by  use.  In  <irdcr  to  be  such,  and  not  vicious,  (cor- 
ruptola,)  it  is  required  that  the  usage  be  that  of  the  people,  or  of  the  greater  part  of  them,  for  the  space 
of  ten  years,  and  that  it  be  in  harmony  with  the  general  utility.  Two  uniform  judgments  or  sentences  are 
one  of  the  proofs  of  custom.  A  legitimate  custom  lias  the  force  of  law,  denigates  the  former  law  that  is 
contraiy  to  it,  and  interprets  the  doubtful  law;  from  whence  it  is  said  that  there  is  a  custom  beyond  the 
law,  contrary  to  the  law,  and  according  to  the  law." 

Manuel  del  Abogado,  1  vol.,  page  o. 

Partida  I,  tit.  2,  treats  of  usage  and  custom,  and  acciu'ds  with  the  above. 

Manuel  del  Abogado,  America,  lib.  3,  tit.  5,  vol.  2,  page  IG 

Sec.  1.  Definition  of  judgt,'. 

Sec.  2.  Who  cannot  be  judge. 
,  Sec.  3.  What  age  is  requisite  in  order  to  bo  judge.  .^ 

Sec.  4.  Concerning  the  assessor. 

Sec.  5.  The  judge  is  ordinary  or  delegated.  Ordinary  is  Iw-  icho  e.rercises  jurisdiction  in  his  own  name 
by  tJie  ]/roper  rirfht  vf  his  office.  Deleg'ated  is  lie  u-Jio  exerci.-ies  jurisdiction  by  order  of  the  supreme  authority, 
or  of  the  ordinary  judge  wlw  commissions  him  for  soine  particular  case. 

Sec.  6.  Jurisdiction  \s,  the  power  of  taking  coynizance  of  and  deciding  civil  and  criminal  causes.     With 
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it  p'ocs  united  i'm/>ir(',  {v\  iiiipcM'io,)  wliicli  is  armril poirrr:  tliiit  i.s  tn  say,  (he pmrrr  (f  cauaiiirj  tin'  ih'cisinns 
to  be  executed,  aud  it  is  divided  into  absolute  and  mi.red :  absulute  cnijiire  is  the  poirrr  nf'  adinlnis/erinij 
juntice  in  cauKeti  in  which  the  punishment  mai/  be  in/licled  of  death,  taxs  o}' member,  or  perpetual  banishment; 
mixed  is  tlie  poiecr  of  taking  cognizance  of  and^  determining  eieit  causes,  and  criminal  causes,  in  vhich.  tlie 
sentence  is  less  severe  than  those  above-mentioned. 

Sec.  7,  Jurisdiction  is  divided  into  ordinanj,  delegated,  and  pruroga.led.  The  ordinary,  which  is  also 
called  j)ro7:ier,  is  (hat  which  belongs  to  (he  magisirate  Inj  the  jirojier  right  of  Iiis  o//jcc.  The  dcde.i;-ated,  which  is 
also  called  mandada,  f  literally,  commanded  or  sent,)  is  (hat  ichich  one  exercises  in  the  name  of  the  ordinary 
judge,  in  the  form  and  ivith  the  limitatujus  that  he  grants  for  a  certain  and  jiarticular  case.  Lastly,  the  jiroro 
g-ated  is  that  u-hich,  bi/  the  e.rprcss  or  tacit  consent  of  the  parties,  is  extended  to  persons  or  causes  to  e-hii-h  i(  n-as 
invumpeient. 

Sec  8.  It  is  an  axiom  that  the  delegate  cannot  sub-delegate;  but  the  juilge  who  is  delegated  by  the 
supreme  authority  may  do  it  as  if  he  were  the  ordinary  judge;  and  the  judge  delegated  by  the  ordinary 
may  also  sub-delegate  the  causes,  provided  they  have  been  litigated  before  the  latter. 

Sec.  9.  There  are  some  things  which  cannot  bo  delegated  except  under  certain  limitations.  In  the 
first  place,  the  absolute  empire  (el  mero  imperio)  cannot  be  delegated,  except  on  account  of  the  just  and 
necessary  absence  of  the  deleg'ating  judge,  and  then  only  until  sentence,  which  must  be  given  by  him. 
In  the  second  place,  neither  can  be  deleg'ated  th(^  appointment  of  guardians  or  curators,  nor  causes  in  which 
the  matter  in  controversy  exceeds  the  value  of  three  hundred  maravadis  of  gold,  except  in  the  case  men- 
tioned, of  absence,  and  that  of  a  great  pressure  ot  business  in  the  public  service.  Law  (>,  tit.  10,  book  11, 
of  the  Novisima  liecopilacion,  permits  the  ordinary  judge  to  appoint  a  substitute,  if  he  be  sick  or  absent, 
for  any  lawful  cause;  and  if  tliere  be  regidors  in  the  tcnvn,  what  is  observed  is,  that  in  such  cases  the  first 
regidor  exercises  the  jurisdiction,  and  in  default  of  him  the  second,  &c. 

Sec.  10.  Delegated  jurisdiction  is  ended:  First,  by  the  revocation  of  the  delegating-  judge.  Scci.ind, 
by  the  death  or  loss  of  oflice  of  the  delegating  judge  before  the  citation.  Thinl,  liy  the  promotion  of  the 
delegated  judge,  if  he  equal  or  exceed  in  rank  the  judge  by  whom  he  was  delegated.  Fourth,  l.iy  the  lapse 
of  a  year  without  making  use  of  the  delegation.  Fil'tli,  by  the  death  of  the  person  delegated,  unless  it 
was  not  granted  to  him  as  an  individual,  but  as  holding  some  dignity  or  office;  for,  in  this  case,  the 
successor  will  continue  in  the  delegation,  because  the  office  never  dies.  Sixth,  by  the  conclusion  of  the 
business  or  time  for  which  it  was  granted. 

Sec.  11.  Jurisdiction  is  prorogated  by  the  exjiress  or  tacit  consent  of  the  parties,  as  was  said  in  the 
definition:  by  the  e.rpress,  as  if  two  persons  agree  to  submit  tlieraselves  to  a  judge,  who,  in  respect  to  Inith 
or  one  of  them,  was  not  competent,  provided  the  cause  can  be  litigated  (pucdo  actuarse)  before  him;  by 
the  (acit,  as  if  the  defendant  contests  the  suit  before  an  incompetent  judge,  without  objecting  the  incom- 
petency, or  as  if  the  plaintifl'  resorts  to  a  judge  incompetent  as  respects  himself,  and  before  that  judge  a 
cross  demand  is  set  up  by  the  defendant,  to  which  cross  demand  the  plaintilf  will  be  obliged  to  plead.  It 
is  disputed  whether  prorogation  can  be  extended  from  place  to  place  aud  from  time  to  time;  and  the 
opinion  that  denies  that  it  can  appears  more  probable,  because  the  judge,  when  out  of  the  place  or  time 
for  which  he  is  appointed,  is  no  more  than  a  private  person  without  any  jurisdiction. 

Sec.  12.  It  is  also  usual  to  divide  jurisdiction  into  contentious  or  compulsory  and  voluntary.  The 
former  is  that  ichich  w  exercised  over  even  those  who  are  not  willing;  that  is,  the  jurisdiction  which  the 
su])erior  or  judge  has  over  those  subject  to  him;  the  latter  is  that  which  is  exercised  between  those  who  are 
willing,  wdhout  Justice  being  formally  adminis(cred,  as  when  there  is  made  before  the  judge  any  adoption, 
manumission,  emancipation,  or  other  similar  acts.  The  first  is,  strictly  speaking,  jurisdiction,  the  second 
not  so.  Some  call  the  prorogated  jurisdiction  voluntary.  Lastly,  there  is  another  division  of  jurisdiction 
into  exclusive  and  accumuladve;  exclusive  is  that  which  dejirives  other  judges  of  the  cogniiiance  of  the 
ca'use,  as  that  which  is  possessed  by  one  delegated  by  a  judge  supericjr  t(3  the  judge  of  the  district;  and 
accumulative  is  that  by  which  a  judge  may  take  cognizance  beforehand  of  the  same  causes  as  another, 
that  is  to  say,  anticipate  him  in  taking  coginzance  of  the  same. 

Sec.  13.  As,  in  order  to  exercise  jurisdiction,  it  is  not  sufficient  that  one  bo  a  judge,  but  he  ought 
also  to  be  competent,  it  is  necessary  to  know  who  is  so  in  each  cause.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  to  be 
observed  that  every  judge  has  a  designated  territory,  within  which,  and  not  out  of  it,  he  may  exercise  his 
jurisdiction,  which  neither  is  extended  to  all  the  persons,  nor  to  all  the  things  within  his  district,  because 
there  are  many  which,  being  exempted  from  the  ordinary  or  common,  are  only  subject  to  some  exclusive 
jurisdiction,  as  the  military,  that  of  the  public  revenue,  (exchequer-hacienda  i)ublica,)  the  ecclesiastical, 
and  various  others,  which  fail  not  to  introduce  confusion  and  to  impede  the  march  of  the  administration 
of  justice. 

Sec.  14.  These  principles  being  established,  a  competent  judge  in  civil  causes  is,  1st,  the  judge  of  the 
place  where  the  defendant  is  domiciled,  or  was  when  he  contracted;  2d,  he  who  was  mentioned  in  the 
contract,  or  the  judge  of  the  place  in  which  it  was  made,  provided  the  defendant  be  found  there  when 
the  action  is  commenced;  3d,  the  judge  of  the  place  wdiere  the  things  in  litigation  are  situated;  4th,  when 
a  moveable  thing  is  demanded  with  right  of  ownership,  the  judge  of  the  place  in  which  the  defendant 
shall  be  found  with  it,  although  he  be  a  resident  elsewhere,  unless  he  give  sureties  de  estar  a  derecho; 
5th,  in  matters  of  the  accounts  that  guardians  or  curators  ought  to  give,  the  judge  of  the  place  where  the 
guardianship  or  curatorship  was  administered;  6th,  in  possessory  causes  of  inheritances,  the  judge  of  the 
place  where  the  inheritable  things  are;  "ith,  in  causes  where  legacies  are  claimed,  if  they  are  specific, 
the  judge  of  the  jdace  where  they  are,  or  where  the  greater  part  of  the  property  of  the  deceased  may  be, 
or  where  the  heir  maj-  reside;  and  if  they  are  generic,  (in  kind,)  or  of  an  article  which  it  is  usual  to  count, 
measure,  or  weigh,  the  judge  of  the  two  first  places  indicated,  or  the  judge  of  the  place  in  which  the  heir 
comujenced  jiaying  the  legacies,  unless  the  testator  had  designated  the  place. 
[The  remaining  sections  (if  this  title  are  irrelevant.] 

Article  83.  They  (the  intendants)  will  als*  take  cognizance  in  all  cases  of  prizes,  shipwrecks,  distress 
of  ships,  and  vacant  property,  in  whatever  manner  it  may  appear,  as  well  for  the  examination  thereof  as  to 
put  them  in  a  state  of  value,  and  for  applying  tliom  to  my  royal  exchequer,  taking  previously  the  stei.is 
required  necessary  by  law,  and  giving  me  information  thereof  by  the  private  way  in  affairs  of  Indies,  in 
order  that  through  tiiat  channel  instructions  miiy  be  issued  to  the  respective  tribunals,  and  suitable  reso- 
lutions may  be  communicated  to  the  intendants  themselves. 
Solorzano,  lib.  4,  cap.  25. 
Art.  23.  They  (the  commissaries  of  cruzade)  have  also  tried,  in  order  to  extend  their  jurisdiction,  to 
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bring-  under  their  office,  administration,  and  jnrisiliction  the  stra_y  cattle,  and  any  other  property  lost  or 
vacant,  the  owner  of  which  is  not  known,  and  which  are  generally'  denominated  Bienes  do  Mostrenco;  and 
also  of  all  those  who  die  in  the  Indies  ab  intextale,  or,  at  least,  tlie  fifth  part  of  these.  This  is  likewise 
denied  to  them  with  great  reason,  and  even  prohibited  by  some  old  cednlas  of  14th  January,  153t),  and 
14th  February,  1540,  renewed  by  another  of  16th  July,  1014.— (L.  18,  tit.  20,  lib.  1;  1.  11,  tit.  5,  lib.  5; 
1.  G,  tit.  12,  lii).  8,  Recop.) 

Akt.  24.  And  in  another,  given  in  Lcrma,  28th  October,  1002,  a  mandate  which  the  religious  order  of 
Merced  obtained  from  the  nuncio  of  the  Pope,  is  ordered  to  be  recalled  in  its  original  and  sent  to  the  royal 
council  of  the  Indies,  for  this  property  to  be  exhibited  to  them  and  applied  to  them  alone  in  virtue  of  their 
privileges,  and  for  the  redemption  of  captives;  and  it  assigns  as  the  reason  the  cedula  that  it  is  contrary 
to  justice,  to  the  laws,  and  to  the  royal  cednlas,  ar/reeably  to  u'hich  all  the  modrenm  property  and  effects 
belong  to  my  camara  andfisc. 

Art.  25.  In  proof  of  which  we  have  many  texts  and  authors  which  pronounce  them  and  delare  them  as 
Regalias,  (L.  vacantia  et  per  tot.  c.  de  bon  vacant;  L.  pen  c.  de  petit,  bon.  Subl.  lib.  10,  tit.  10,  1.  1,  L.  7, 
3,  8,  tit.  13,  lib  6,  Reco]).  ubi  accv.  et  late  Sextur.  de  Regal,  lib.  2,  cap.  9,  Bocer.  d.  tract,  c.  3,  n.  26,  et 
seqq.  DD  omnes  per  text,  en  c.  1,  qu*  sint  Regalia  in  feudis,)  and  as  such  they  should  be  picked  up, 
collected,  and  administered  by  the  royal  officers,  as  they  do  not  belong  to  other  than  tlic  fisc,  if  no 
especial  privilege  is  siiown  b}'  which  it  may  appear  that  this  has  been  conceded,  as  in  Spain  is  held  by 
some  portions  of  tiie  religious  order  of  Merced  and  of  the  Trinity,  for  the  aforesaid  redemption  of  captives; 
and  the  council  of  the  Meda,  so  called  for  the  stray  beeves  applied  to  it. 

Art.  20.  From  which  it  follows,  in  the  opinion  of  Antonio  Nebrixa,  (in  dect.  verb,  mostrencos,)  the  name 
of  this  mostrencos,  when  they  ought  to  be  called  Mestengos,  inasmuch  as  tlocks  witliout  owner  belong  to 
the  order  oi  Mesta,  whose  laws  dispose  of  the  same;  although  Covarrubias  (in  thes.  Lingua  castell.  verb 
mostrencos)  is  of  opinion  that  they  are  called  mostrencos  from  the  word  moxtrando,  (showing)  because 
wherever  they  are  found  they  must  be  shown,  then  manifested  and  advertised  publicly  that  the  owner 
may  be  sought;  and  he  not  appearing  within  a  year  and  a  day  thej-  remain  to  the  King,  and  are  applied 
and  adjudicated  to  his  fisc  and  royal  camara,  as  is  expressed  in  the  laws  which  I  have  cited. 

Art.  21.  Nor  in  opposition  to  the  above  can  it  be  said  that  in  Spain  the  commissary  general  and  council 
of  cruzade  collect  and  administer  this  proi)erty  mostrenco  And  ab  intestate,  and  take  cognizance  and  judge 
in  the  processes,  because  that  proceeds  from  laws,  commissions,  and  private  instructions  granted  to  them 
to  that  eflect.  These  are  related  by  Perez  de  Lara,  (see  note.)  But  in  the  Indies  there  is  no  such  conces- 
sion, but  on  the  contrary,  as  has  been  seen. 

Art.  28.  A  case  in  point. — (Book  6,  chapter  6.) 

Art.  1.  Of  the  property  called  mostrencos,  and  the  cause  of  their  being  so  called,  I  said  something  in 
anotiier  chapter,  where  it  was  spi.iken  of  whether  in  the  Indies  the  collection  and  administration  belonged 
to  the  commissaries  of  the  holy  cruzade;  what  I  have  now  to  add  is,  that  all  moveable  and  immoveable 
property  is  held,  and  ought  to  be  held  as  such,  which  have  an  owner  or  not;  or,  in  case  of  having  one, 
are  lost,  and  without  him  a|ipearing  who  may  be  the  owner,  after  a  year  and  a  day,  of  steps  taken,  of 
manifestations,  and  advertisements  in  looking  for  liim,  which  the  laws  of  the  Recop.  direct,  which  speak 
of  the  matter,  and  which  is  treated  of  at  length  by  Covarrubias,  Avendaiio,  Juan  Gutierrez,  Bobadilla, 
and  other  authors,  (see  note,)  and  in  particular  Licto.  Juan  de  Meneses,  who,  when  he  held  the  office  of  fiscal 
of  the  holy  cruzade,  upon  the  occasion  of  a  right  to  this  property  being  claimed  by  some  titled  gentry, 
and  the  orders  of  Merced  and  Trinidad,  printed  in  the  year  1618,  a  very  copious  argument  and  juridical 
discourse  upon  the  subject. 

Art.  2.  In  this  his  first  and  most  judicious  conclusion  is  that,  at  the  present  time,  this  property 
belongs  to  the  fisc  and  roj'al  camara,  like  the  metals,  salt  works,  and  treasures  of  wliich  I  made  mention 
in  former  chapters;  and  for  this,  in  the  Recop.  de  las  Leyes  de  Castilla,  all  those  things  are  collected  under 
one  title  (Tit.  13,  lib.  0,  Recop.  Oast.)  which  says:  "  Of  the  treasurers  and  minors  of  gold  or  silver,  or  any 
other  metal,  and  salt  works,  also  property  mostrencos  and  property  fiumd." 

Art.  3.  Because  as  princes  sovereign  are  universal  owners;  and  also  for  the  protection  of  all  tliat  is 
held  in  the  provinces  bj'  his  vassals,  as  Seneca  has  well  said,  and  a  text  which  must  be  explained  in  this 
sense,  according  to  Cujacio  and  other  grave  authors,  (sec  note;)  when  the  particular  owner  does  not  appear, 
they  introduce  themselves  and  put  themselves  in  his  stead,  and  have  incorporated,  and  do  now  generally 
incorporate  this  property  of  mostrencos  with  their  royal  crown,  making  this  of  the  number  and  (piality  of  • 
other  Regalias  of  which  tiiey  have  made  use,  and  now  use,  under  the  pretext  that  they  want  all  for  the 
good,  the  ])rotection,  and  defence  of  the  same  provinces,  and  the  subjects  from  whom  it  is  derived,  as  is 
shown  in  the  chapter  upon  feudal  property  (c.  I,  Qua?  sint  Regalia  in  Feud  ibi:  Bona  vacantia)  which,  in 
treating  upon  the  said  Regalias,  comprehended  this  one  under  the  name  cf  vacant  property.  Whence  Mateo 
de  Aflictis,  J.  M.  Novario,  and  all  who  comment  upon  him,  make  great  mention  of  this;  and  also  Peregrine, 
Regnero  Sextino,  Henrico  Bozerio,  Camilo  Borrclo,  and  the  rest  of  the  authors  who  have  written  about 
them  and  others  at  every  step,  (see  note.) 

Art.  4.  These  speak  of  the  customs  which  exist  respecting  this  in  all  nations,  and  the  name  which  is 
generally  given  to  this  kind  of  property,  and  the  various  species  into  which  it  is  divided,  all  of  which  is 
embraced  in  one  law  of  the  kingdom,  (Diet.  L.  b.,  tit.  13,  lib.  0,  Recop.  Cad.)  in  these  words:  "  Everything 
which  may  be  found  in  any  manner  mostrenco,  abandoned,  must  be  delivered  to  the  justice  of  the  place  or 
of  the  jurisdiction  in  which  it  may  be  found,  and  must  be  kept  a  year,  and  if  the  owner  does  not  appear, 
it  must  be  given  to  our  camara. "  Not  content  with  having  said  ecery  and  thing,  which  are  words  or 
expressions  so  universal  and  general,  as  is  notorious,  (see  note,)  it  added,  "  in  whatever  manner  mostrenco, 
abandoned,"  which  is  more  universal  still,  and  in  its  nature,  by  all  the  rules  of  justice,  extend  the  dispo- 
sition to  all  cases  and  to  all  things  found  in  whatever  manner,  and  comprehend  not  only  things  alike,  but 
even  those  which  are  not  so,  or  may  appear  greater  than  what  is  expressed;  and  the  same  is  shown  in  the 
following  laws,  which  by  only  saying  things  found  and  mostrenco,  it  appeared  to  them  to  have  said  all 
that  was  necessarj'  to  comprehend  all  those  which  should  be  found  without  an  owner,  and  whose  owner- 
ship was  uncertain,  as  well  animate  as  inanimate,  for  it  is  not  permitted,  nor  are  distinctions  admitted  by 
the  laws  which  speak  in  words  so  general. —  (L.  de  pretio  cum.  vulg.de  publicana  in  rem  act.)  - 

Art.  5.  And  even  more  to  the  purpose  is  a  whole  title  of  the  ordenamiento  real,  (tit.  12,  lib.  6 ;)  from  which 
some  of  the  laws  of  the  Recop.  have  been  taken,  which  title  satisfies,  by  having  but  a  sentence  "of  the  things 
founil,  which  are  called  mostrencos;"  and  with  this  it  was  judged  to  have  comprehended  as  many  species 
of  these  as  could  be  imagined,  and  it  put  us  in  the  line  of  another  doctrine,  which  teaches  (see  note)  that 
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the  intention  of  tlie  statute  is  di>claieil  liy  tln^  words  of  tliis  sentence:  Fimiu  it  it  is  lawful  to  liniii  an 
argument  whereby  to  e.\i)lain  it. 

Art.  6.  And  coming'  nearer  to  the  mniiici|ial  jiislice  nf  r,uv  Indies,  llu-  sanx^  and  in  the  same  r.Miii  is 
declared,  and  ordered  tliere  to  be  observed,  liy  the  ecdnlas  uf  the  years  ir)3(),  1040,  1GU2,  KiU,  which  1 
have  cited  in  the  chaiiter  aforesaid,  in  cunl'mniity  to  which  the  crn/.ade  and  tin;  reli,f;-ions  order  of  Merc(_'d 
are  prohiliited  from  interfering  or  disturbing  this  proiierty ;  giving  fur  reason  that  all  belongs  to  the  caniara 
and  tisc  of  his  Majesty. 

Solorzano,  (book  3,  cap.  30.) 

Art.  20.   If  the  tisc  is  the  plaintilf;  if  it  can  lay  an  action  in  the  royal  audience. 

AitT.  21.  Reasons  in  favor;  also  the  persons  and  communities  who  cannut  i>ossess  Indians. — (Recop. 
lili.  6,  tit.  8;  laws  12  and  13.) 

.Vrt.  22.  Yet  I  assert  the  contrary  in  the  ease  where  a  private  individual,  from  wliom  the  tisc  demaiid.s 
or  claims  to  take  away  the  encomienda,  shonld  have  some  lawful,  or  at  least  seeming  cause  for  pijssi'ssing 
it;  for  I  find  that  the  meaning  is  very  general  of  the  aforesaid  for  a.s  many  as  plead,  or  would  wish  lo 
plead  about  encomiendas  in  possession  and  those  in  property,  that  they  be  remitted  to  the  supreme  council 
of  Indies.  And  as  this  order  must  be  observed  when  the  inclividual  claims  against  the  fisc,  so  also  when 
the  fisc  claims  from  the  individual:  for  these  actions  should  not  be  une(]nal  or  operate  dcfectuously  as  the 
laws  say,  and  their  doctors,  (see  note;)  and  the  fisc  must  not  disdain  to  have  its  riglits  equalized  with 
those  of  an  individual,  and  avail  itself  of  the  common  law  to  both,  only  in  cases  where  it  is  especially 
])rivileged. 

Art.  23.  In  feudal  iiuestions  of  lordship,  tliis  and  the  vassals  plead  in  one  tribunal.  The  fisc  uses 
that  Common  to  both. 

Art.  24.  And  to  this  the  cedulas  which  I  have  spoken  of  to  the  contrarj'  are  not  repugnant,  nor  that 
the  fisc  never  is  used  to  litigate  when  it  is  not  of  possession;  for  those  have  their  mark,  and  are  used  only 
in  the  cases  which  they  mention,  viz:  where  the  fisc  is  holder,  or  enters  with  this  express  intention,  and 
he  wnth  whom  it  litigates  is  not  the  possessor,  but  an  intruder  or  unjust  detainer  of  the  encomienda  with- 
out any  title,  not  even  pretended.  In  such  case  it  is  right  tliat  the  royal  audiences  restore  it  to  the  fisc 
instantly,  as  they  can  also  do,  and  ought  to  restore  to  all  individuals  who  have  been  ejected  in  fact,  agree- 
ably to  the  law  of  Malinas  and  its  commentaries,  which  I  have  cited. 

Art.  25.  And  in  this  view  the  fisc  can  oblige  all  and  whatever  possessors  of  encomiendas  by  an  edict 
and  public  advertisement,  or  in  any  form  whicli  may  appear  to  him  most  convenient,  to  appear  and  exhibit 
their  titles,  agreeably  to  a  cedula  of  1551,  in  chapter  18  of  the  instructions  to  the  viceroy  of  Peru,  (see 
note,)  of  which  mention  is  made  by  Antonio  de  Leon.  For  although,  in  general,  nobody  is  obliged  to 
exhibit  to  another  the  title  of  his  possession  as  the  law  ordains,  (see  note,)  tliis  is  limited  to  those  who 
pretend  possession  of  things  of  others,  or  when  opinion  is  against  them;  and,  consequently,  in  any  case 
where  defence  is  made  under  pretext  of  feudal,  gratuitous,  or  ceusual  right,  they  are  obliged  to  exliil)it  it 
according-  to  the  common  opinion  of  the  doctors,  (see  note,)  since  it  is  the  foumlation  of  their  intent ;  and, 
in  not  making  the  exhibition,  the  presumption  is  against  him  that  all  things  are  presumed  to  be  tVee;  S(j 
in  matters  of  jurisdiction,  says  Gregorio  Lopez  and  many  others,  (see  note,)  that  for  the  reason  that  the 
King  enters  by  founding  his  claim  upon  all  his  dominions,  even  upon  lands  of  lords  and  of  prelates,  he  can 
ask  these,  and  compel  them  to  exhibit  the  titles  by  which  they  claim  their  rights. 


PRAXISII  L.VAVS— SOLORZANO'S  POLITIOA  IXniAN.\. 

Ejiradx  from  ,S'(//o/-:fl/)oV  J'olilica  Indiana,  a  work-  (ifappnived  aufhuritij  in  all  Spanish  trihunalf:,  and  lltf  inosl. 
celebrated  of  the  Spanish  vommenlators  on  the  laics  tjf  the  Indies.  The  translations  compared  and  cert i/ied 
hij  the  translator  of  foreign  languages  in  the  Department  of  State. 

[Translation.] 

Booh  3,  chapter  5,  article  31. 

Because,  as  Carolo  Pascalio  says,  and  Calisto  Ramirez,  subjects  have  no  obligation  to  investigate  or 
know  the  orders  and  instructions  of  a  secret  nature  which  are  given  to  the  viceroys,  in  which  bounds  are 
put  to  their  power,  for  if  they  do  not  obey  them,  they  are  sul  ject  to  reprehensii  m  i  ir  punishment ;  but  what  they 
may  perform  must  be  sustained,  because  they  are  in  quality  of  factors  or  sutistitutes  fjr  r(_>yalty,  foV 
wIk.iso  actions  he  who  named  them  is  accountable,  and  put  them  in  that  charge  which  is  indeed  con- 
formable to  right. '^ 

Bool-  3,  chapter  9,  article  14. 

Rut  although  this,  as  I  said,  proceeds  with  reference  to  common  law,  and  it  is  fit  that  the  vicen.iys 
;ind  governors  of  the  Indies  never  cease  to  bear  it  in  mind,  still,  as  regards  the  municipal  duty  of  these, 
the  whole,  or  almost  the  whole,  is  left  to  their  discretion  and  prudence;  because,  in  the  conflict  or  concur- 
rence of  these  cedulas  (royal  provisions)  and  orders  de providende,  they  have  not  to  attend  so  much  to  the 
dates  and  orders  of  these  as  to  that  which  may  appear  to  them  most  convenient  to  execute,  as  also  what 
the  merits  and  services  of  those  who  have  presented  them  ask  and  require,  and  the  state  of  things  in  their 
countries  or  provinces,  the  government  of  which  is  committed  to  them.  It  is  thus  recommended  to  tliem 
in  the  roj-al  cedulas,  -which  I  noticed  in  the  begininngof  this  chapter,  and  others  of  the  j-ears  1567,  1G05, 
ItilO,  directed  to  the  viceroys,  at  that  time,  of  Peru,  Toledo,  Monterey,  ih.intesclaros. 

Book  3,  chaj^ter  10,  article  25. 

This  calls  us  to  another  question  not  less  frequent  and  difficult,  upon  which  I  have  seen  some  suits 
adjourned  from  a  discord  of  o])inions;  I  mean,  who  is  to  have  the  preferenc(;  of  two,  of  whom  one  obtained 
by  favor  from  the  cotnl  a  special  encomienda  (Indian  triluiti;)  by  dispensation  made  to  him  liy  his  Majesty, 

'■'■  L.  3,  11.  do  iiiiVilicain,  §  tin.  instit.  de  oblig.  qua?  cs  quasi  dtdic.     Cabtdu.-?  et  alii  apud  Mo.  d.  c.  4  n.  78. 
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niid  auotlicr  dl'tuiiidl  llio  same  in  tlic  Imlies  by  grant  of  the  viceroys  or  governors,  having  there  power  to 
do  it,  witiiout  iiaving  nutice  ot  the  other  I'roni  his  Majesty. 

I  judge  we  can  examine  and  easily  solve  this  (juestion  as  respects  the  right  only  liy  informing  our- 
selves, and  looking  attentively  as  to  the  fact  of  which  of  these  grants  of  tlie  same  object  preceded  the 
other;  for  if  wo  suppose  the  vacancy  to  ha|ipon  in  the  Lidies,  and  the  viceroy  or  governor,  who  there  is 
as  the  Kirifj  Iiiinse/f,  made  the  appointment  lawfully  and  imniediatelj',  and  in  exercise  and  nse  of  his  facul- 
ties, gave  the  title  and  posses.sion  thereof  to  somii  well-deserving  jterson,  we  must  come  to  the  resolution 
that  tlie  grant  of  this  encomienda,  which  afterwards  may  lie  found  to  be  made  by  the  King  in  his  court, 
is  in  itself  null  and  of  no  value  or  effect,  because  there  is  no  vacancy  to  sup]ily,  as  we  said  in  chapter  live, 
on  account  of  its  being  previously  occupied,  and  the  grant  made  in  proper  time;  and  the  concession  made 
in  the  name  of  the  King,  in  virtue  of  authoiitj'  suHicieut  and  his  own  commission,  must  be  and  must 
remain  always  firm  and  valid  as  if  himself  had  made  if.  Of  this  we  have  an  express  text  in  speaking 
aljout  what  is  done  by  the  procurators  of  Csesar,  (1.  1.  de  oflT.  Proc.  U.esar,)  and  others  still  more  expres- 
sive, which  decide  upon  what  we  are  saying  upon  tlie  subject  of  gifts.* 

Book  5,  chapter  12,  article  1. 

Although  it  may  seem  that  enough  was  provided  for  the  maintenance  of  peace  and  for  justice  in  the 
provinces  of  the  Indies  by  the  creation  of  audiences  and  magistrates,  of  which  mention  has  been  made  in 
the  preceding  chapters,  still,  as  those  went  on  peopling  and  distinguishing  themselves  so  much,  it  became 
meet,  at  least  in  the  principal  parts,  such  as  Peru,  New  Spain,  &c.,  to  place  governors  of  greater  weight, 
witli  the  title  of  viceroys,  who  should  also  act  as  pn^sidents  of  the  audiences  there  residing,  and  who 
should  separately  have  in  charge  the  government  of  those  extensive  dominions,  and  of  all  the  military 
bodies  which  might  there  arrive,  as  their  captain  general;  and  should  act,  watch,  and  take  care  of  all 
which  royalty  in  person  would  act  and  take  care  of  if  there  present;  and  should  be  understood  to  Lie  suit- 
able for  the  conversion  and  protection  of  the  Indians,  and  spreading'  of  the  Holy  Word,  the  political 
administration,  and  for  the  peace  and  tranquillity,  and  the  increase  of  things  spiritual  and  temporal. 

Article  3.  And  truly,  the  provinces  of  the  Indies  being,  as  thcj'  are,  so  distant  from  those  of  Spain, 
it  became  necessary  that  in  these,  more  than  any  other,  our  [lowerful  Kings  should  place  these  images  of 
their  own,  who  should  represent  tiicm  to  the  life  and  efficaciously,  and  should  maintain  in  (leace  and 
tramiuillify  the  new  colonists  and  their  colonics,  and  should  keep  them  in  check  and  in  proper  bounds  by 
such  a  dignifj'  and  authoritj'  as  the  Konians  did  when  thej'  spread  theirs  over  the  best  part  of  the  globe, 
dividing  flic  most  remote  into  two  kinds,  which  they  called  conmdar  and  pretorean  ;  the  Emperors  them- 
selves taking  the  government  of  the  principal  of  these  in  their  own  hands,  and  charging  the  senate 
with  the  second;  and  giving  to  those  who  went  to  govern  the  first  the  name  of  proconsuls  and  to  the 
others  that  of  presidents,  about  which  we  have  entire  chapters  in  law,  where  the  commentators  speak  of 
this  more  extensively,  and  an  infinity  of  authors. 

Article  4.  Some  of  those  observe  (in  terms  of  which  we  s|)eak)  that  to  those  proconsuls  or  presi- 
dents may  be  likened  the  viceroys  of  the  present  day,  although  this  is  not  agreed  to  by  Pedro  Gregorio, 
who  says  that  the  authority  and  power  is  greater  of  the  viceroys,  and  that  in  France  vcrj'  rarely  was 
such  a  dignity  granted,  except  to  a  brother  or  child  of  the  prince,  or  one  designated  as  successor  to  the 
empire;  and  I  find  Bobadilla  of  the  same  opinion — afterwards  Alciato  and  others  whom  he  names. — (See 
references.) 

Article  6.  But  however  this  may  be,  (their  similitude  to  other  titles,)  it  is  of  little  importance.  What 
1  reckon  as  certain  is,  that  the  person  to  win  mi  there  is  the  greatest  likeness  is  to  the  kings  themselves 
who  appoint  them  and  send  them  out,  generally  choosing  them  from  titled  gentry,  and  the  most  worthy  in 
Spain  of  his  chamber  counsel,  causing  them,  in  the  provinces  which  are  intrusted  to  them,  to  be  looked 
upon,  as  I  have  said,  as  their  own  person,  to  be  their  substitutes;  for  this  is  properly  signified  in  the 
Latin  word  proreges  or  vice-reges,  whicli  in  the  common  language  we  call  viceroys;  and  in  Oatalonia  and 
otlier  parts  they  are  called  alterego,  on  account  of  this  ubiipiity  of  likeness  or  representation,  which  is 
also  treated  of  in  some  chapters  of  common  law,  and  the  laws  of  the  Partidas,  and  wliicli  are  described 
extensivelj'  by  Budeo,  Casaneo,  and  other  authors. — (See  references. J 

Article  1.  From  which  it  happens  that  regularly  in  the  provinces  which  are  intrusted  to  them,  and 
in  every  case,  and  in  all  things  which  arc  not  especially  excepted,  they  [lossess  and  exercise  the  same 
power,  authority,  and  jurisdiction,  with  the  King  who  names  them;  and  this  not  so  much  as  a  delegation 
as  in  the  common  way,  as  is  proved  by  the  texts,  and  by  the  doctors  already  quoted,  and  a  number  of 
others  which  are  cited  I13'  Avendano,  Ilumada,  C'ordan,  Tollada,  Bobadilla,  Calisto,  Kemirez,  Berarto,  and 
others  nl'  the  moderns,  and  in  particular  Juan  Francisco  de  Ponte  and  J.  M.  Novario,  who  have  written 
especial  and  copious  treatises  upon  the  office  and  powerof  the  viceroys,  and  who  reprove  Fontancla,  who, 
in  too  general  terms,  calls  it  delegated,  and  to  these  I  add  the  latest,  JIarco  Zuerio,  who,  in  one  of  his 
political  emblems,  expressed  well  this  representation  with  the  painting  of  a  seal,  which  tlie  wax,  being 
warm,  receives,  in  which  it  is  stamped  or  printed,  with  the  addition  of  the  letters  for  motto,  alt  it  el  idem; 
and  he  applies  it  to  this  coniniunicafion  and  representation  which  the  Kings  make  of  their  Majesty  to  the 
viceroys  whom  they  send  to  govern  provinces  where  themselves  cannot  be  |irescnt,  they  remaining  with 
their  power  entire,  although  it  be  transmitted  or  transferred  from  one  to  others. 

Articles.  And,  apiiroaching  nearer  to  the  municipal  right  of  our  Indies,  almost  everything'  which 
relates  to  this  great  jiowi  r  and  dignity  of  viceroys  will  be  found  in  the  cedulas  which  1  have  already 
quoted,  and  in  particular  that  part  regarding  their  representation  in  one  issued  at  the  Esciirial,  July  19, 
1014,  from  which  is  inferred  "that  to  the  viceroys  there  is,  and  must  be  observed,  the  same  obedience  and 
respect  as  to  the  King,  without  iiutting  the  least  difficulty,  contradictinn,  or  interpretation,  under  tlie 
penally  of  those  who  should  contravene,  incurring  the  piinishmcnts  ordained  by  law,  who  do  not  obey 
the  royal  orders,  and  the  others  wliich  are  there  marked  and  related." — (  See  references.) 

Article  'J.  And  all  this  is  very  right,  for  wherever  the  representation  of  another  is  given,  there  is 
the  tru(^  co]iy  of  that  other,  of  which  the  image  is  lu'oduced  or  represented  agreeably  to  the  understanding 
of  a  text,  and  as  Tiraquelo  explains  at  great  length,  and  other  authors;  and,  in  general,  this  representa- 
tion is  more  rcsiilendent  when  the  viceroys  and  magistrales  are  further  rem  ved  from  tlie  masters  who 
influence  and  communicate  it  to  them,  as  Plutarch  finely  expresses  it  by  the  example  of  the  moon,  which 
becomes  of  greater  size  and  splendor  in  proportion  as  she  removes  from  the  sun,  which  is  the  object 
which  gives  her  that  splendor. 

-  C.  SI  is  qui,  12  de  proli.  lilj.  6,  vide  vuilia  apud  Mc.  d.  c.  9  num.  35. 
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Ar.Tici.r  10.  I'^rmii  all  which  I  int'cr,  in  thr  fw^t  |ihu-c,  thiit  this  vici'ioyal  |in\vir  ainl  ili-iiitv  hi'iiir;'  of 
this  nature,  and  so  i;-|-cat  as  has  been  .saiil,  ami  that  it  lias  t'l  hi'  cMTi'iscn  in  sn  inaiiv  ami  such  arduniis 
aftairs  and  cases  as  dcciir  o-enerali^'  in  the  Lidies,  tin'  piincc  .in;_:;hl  In  IihiU  \\(11  \,,  \]\f  persons  lii'  cIkkiscs 
and  .sends  upon  tliese  eni|i!i)yin('iits,  since  e\i'n  in  tlmsc  of  i. id. .is  and  dllicr  ministers  nf  less  nute,  I  dcniMii- 
stratcd  the  necessity  nl'  the  same  caiitinn  in  uthei-  chapters;  ami  as  tu  l;.  ixeinnis  wIid  are  sent  te  new 
or  warlike  pnivinces,  this  is  adverted  to  in  cle^'iuit  e.\'|iressii)ns  by  ('assinihiin. — ^  ,S'cc  rcl'rrrnci:-!. ) 

Article  IL  And  the  I'adro  Josef  de  Acosta  is  nut  less  (dei^-ant  in  treatiii.L;- of  the  ipialities  ol'  the 
viceroys,  when  lie  says  that  if  the  Romans  took  so  nnicli  pains  to  send  to  their  remote  pi-.ivinces,  and  such 
as  were  lately  conquered,  men  of  the  lirst  i-hoice,  pierfect  tmd  experienced,  whom  (hey  knew,  and  searcidy 
trusted  others  than  the  very  ccmsnls  of  their  own  city;  much  greater  pains  are  required  with  viceroys 
for  the  New  World,  wdiich  is  so  much  further  distant  from  the  eyes  of  their  Kings,  and  is  c'.jii|ii)sed  of  sn 
many  different  nations  and  mixtures  of  people,  and  comprehends  so  many  new  pinvinces,  in  which  evi-iv  day 
there  occurs  some  new  and  unthonght  of  alfairs;  where  mutiny  ami  si'ilitinii  are  contemplated;  where 
sudden  and  dan.gerous  chan,ges  are  expierienced;  whore  municipal  laws  are  iint  kuuwn,  nr  imt  found 
sulKcient  for  every  case;  and  if  we  wish  to  make  use  of  the  lionian  cndi',  nr  tin:  Castilian,  thi'se  do  not 
square  with  those  of  the  cotmtry,  and  the  very  state  of  tlie  ri'pulilic  is  su  iiii-nnstaul,  vai'ied,  and  dilferent 
in  itself  evei'v  day,  that  thing's  wdiich  yesterday  mi.ght  he  judged  and  cmisiilciiMl  as  \erv  sti'aight  and 
regulated,  to-day  would  become  unjust  and  pernicious. 

Jioiil-  ;i,  fliaplrr  13,  /inyr  37(i.  n/V/c/c  -2. 

The  lirst  estaljlishcd  rule  and  sentence  is,  that  viceroys  can  act  and  despatch  in  the  provinces  of  their 
government,  in  cases  which  have  not  been  especially  excejited,  all  that  the  prince  wdro  mimed  them  might 
or  could  do,  if  he  were  himself  [iresent,  ami  for  this  reason  and  cause  his  jurisdiction  and  power  nrust  be 
held  and  jud,ged  more  as  a  thing'  established  than  dide.gated. — f  Si'n  ri'ferfiicvs.  / 

AmicLE  3.  All  which  is  indeed  conformable  to  the  purpose  for  which  these  honorabli,'  and  pre-eminent 
employmcnt.s  were  instituted,  wdiich  was,  as  it  appears,  that  subjects  who  live  ami  reside  in  such  remote 
provinces  may  nut  be  obliged  to  ,go  and  seek  the  Kiug,  who  lives  sofarolf;  and  that  they  may  have 
near  to  them  a  substitute  of  his,  to  whom  they  can  apply,  with  whom  and  of  whom  they  can  treat;  they 
can  ask  and  obtain  all  wliich  they  might  expect  from  the  King  himself,  or  obtain  from  him  even  in  those 
thin,gs  requirin.g  power  or  especial  provision,  as,  after  Andres  of  Milau  and  Francisco  de  Fonte,  is 
explained  well  by  Capiblanco,  Mastrillo,  (lambacurta,  and  others  who  treat  of  this.  And  speaking  of  this, 
the  lawyer,  Ulpiaiio,  dares  to  say,  in  an  absolute  style,  "that  there  is  no  case  in  the  prtjvinces  which 
cannot  be  despatched  by  them:"  and  the  saiue  doctrine,  with  many  examples  to  conlirm  it,  are  taught  to 
us  by  many  other  texts  of  law,  civil,  canonical,  and  royal. — f  See  references. j 

Article  -1.  In  particular  passa,ges  relating  to  viceroys  of  the  Indies  wo  have  an  infinite  number  of 
cedulas  wliich  decide  this  and  assort  the  same,  which  can  be  scon  in  the  lirst  volume  of  those  in  print  from 
page  23";  and,  besides  these,  another  still  of  a  fresher  date  given  at  St.  Liu'onzo,  July  19,  1014,  which 
orders,  generally,  "that  the  viceroys,  as  holding  the  place  of  the  King,  can  act  and  decree  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  roj'al  person,  and  nuist  bo  obeyed  as  one  holdin.g  his  authority,  without  replying',  without 
interpretation,  under  the  penalties  to  which  are  subjected  those  who  do  not  obey  the  royal  commands, 
and  such  laws  as  may  bo  imposed  by  them;  and  that  -wdiich  they  ordain  and  command,  the  King  will 
hold  as  firm  and  valid." — ( See  references,  j 

Article  5.  All  which  is  certain,  and  in  such  manner  that  even  when  they  exceed  their  powers  or  secret 
instructions,  they  must  be  obeyed,  like  the  Kin,g  himself,  although  they  may  transgress  and  are  afterwards 
punished  for  it,  as  I  have  already  said  in  other  chapters;  and  Mastrillo  expresses  it  at  some  length,  in 
speaking  of  the  practice  of  tlieso  secret  instructiiins,  and  the  form  which  must  be  observed  in  them.  And 
the  reason  of  this  is  because  we  must  almost  presume  in  favor  of  the  viceroys,  and  what  they  do  we 
must  consider  as  done  by  the  King  who  appointed  them,  as  is  said  in  many  texts  and  by  several  authors. — 
(See  references. ) 

lioiil  0,  chapter  12,  iKifje  482,  arfvl''  13. 

And  bj'  another  cedula  in  Madrid,  October  2T,  1535,  it  is  permitted  that  the  ancient  con([uerors,  and 
otiier  ireJl  deserving/  persons  in  the  Indies,  be  remunerated  and  accommodated  with  lands  and  possession 
there,  and  that  amongst  these  the  most  worthy  should  bo  preferred;  which  cedula  is  very  ,just,  and  now 
can  be  enforced  by  the  viceroj-s  without  contravenin,g  that  of  1591,  u-Jten  the  merits  icere  icortlnj  if  satis- 
faclion,  because  the  interest  of  Kings  is  not  small  to  give  compliance  to  it,  nor  is  it  new  to  give  a  premium 
to  old  services,  as  I  have  said  in  other  places. 

I  certify  that  1  have  revised  the  above  translation,  and  compared  it  with  the  original,  to  which  it 
corresponds  minutely. 

ROBERT  frREENHOW, 
TransJaliir  of  forcir/n  lonf/uaf/es  In  tlie  Deportment  if  State. 


23n  CoN-uREss.]  No.   1190.  [1st  Session-. 

()  N    t;  L  A  1  .M    T  0    LAND    I  N    L  0  I'  I  S  1  A  N  X  . 

COMMCXICVTEn    TO    THE    Unl'SE    OF    REPRESEXT.\TIVES    FEBRU.iRY    25,     1834. 

Mr.  Cabr,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom   was   referred   the   appilication  of  Simon 

Rodriguez,  reported: 

That  said  Rodriguez  claims  a  tract  of  land  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, upon  two  grounds:  an  order  of  su.'vey  made  to  Joseph  Bahan  for  800  arpents  in  the  parish  of  St. 
Tammany,  on  the  18th  of  January,  1804,  by  order  of  Morales,   and  was  surveyed  by   him   on  the  8tli  of 
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May    1^00,  and  also  I'V  virtue  d'  his  liabitatiiui  and  cultivation  under  the  several  acts  of  Cijngress  upon 

that  subject. 

There  does  not  seem  to  be  any  ground  for  the  elaini  by  virtue  of  the  survey,  and  the  reasons  assigned 
bj'  the  Loard  of  connnissioncrs  who  acted  u[ion  the  subject  arc  conclusive  against  the  title  claimed  under 

the  survey. 

The  second  ground,  as  to  habitation  and  cultivation,  the  applicant  produces  the  following  evidence: 

Lst.  Tlie  atKdavit  of  Henez  liahan,  who  swears  that  about  March,  1804,  a  survey  wa.s  made  for  Joseph 
Bahan  by  a  Spanish  surveyor,  and  that  he  obtained  a  Spanish  concession,  and  labored  on  said  land  at 
different  times;  and  furthermore,  that  the  said  tract  of  land  is  now  and  has  been  in  possession  of  said 
Joseph  Bahan,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  ever  since  1804,  and  that  the  said  tract  of  land  has  been  always 
called  his,  and  known  and  in  possession  of  Joseph  Bahan,  and  no  other  person,  ever  since. 

Also  the  evidence  of  Henry  Cooper,  who  swears  that  he  Avas  the  chain-carrier  at  the  time  of  survey, 
in  the  year  1804,  of  the  land  whereon  Simon  Kodriguez  now  lives,  and  that,  in  the  years  1808  and  1809, 
Joseph"  Bahan  made  improvements  on  said  tract  of  laud,  and  built  small  cabins  thereon,  and,  as  he 
understood,  kept  his  stock  of  cattle  thereon;  and  said  Joseph  Bahan,  from  his  boyhood  until  his  death,  lived 
in  the  neighborhood,  and  said  land  was  always  known  as  his;  that  ho  paid  tlie  ta.xes,  &c. 

Simon  Kodriguez,  the  applicant,  also  is  sworn,  and  declares  that  he  and  Joseph  Bahan  were  working- 
on  the  land  in  jiartnership  in  the  years  1808  and  1809,  and  that  he  built  the  two  cabins  and  worked  the 
land;  and  iurther,  Xhathc  ha^  cullimtcd  and  inliahited  said  land  h\  the  year  1830,  and  up  to  the  present 
time,  and  that  he  has  no  other  land. 

Henry  Cooper  is  again  sworn,  who  proves  the  cultivation  in  1808  and  1809,  and  two  houses  on  it, 
and  also  knows  that  Rodriguez  has  occupied  and  cultivated  said  land  since  1830. 

Morgan  also  testities  that  Bahan  resided  in  tlie  parish  from  1809  until  his  death,  in  1808,  and  said 
tract  was  always  known  as  his  land. 

It  appears  that  said  claimant  sets  up  title  to  800  arpents  of  land,  and  the  surveys  show  two 
difl'ercnt  tracts  each  of  400  arpents.  The  proof  introduced  does  not  show  whetlier  the  claimants  had 
possession  of  one  or  the  other,  or  both,  and,  besides,  the  testimony  is  too  uncertain  to  justify  us  in  acting 
upon.  From  the  testimony  of  the  witness  Bahan,  it  would  seem  the  applicant,  Joseph  Bahan,  had  been  in 
the  actual  possession  of  the  land  since  1804,  whilst  the  other  witnesses  show  that  he  had  only  possession  in 
1808  and  1809,  and  since  1830.  The  proof  should  show  the  actual  state  of  facts — whether  the  said 
Bahan  in  his  lifetime  resided  on  cither  of  the  tracts,  and  cultivated  either,  and  when  and  how  long;  or 
whether  he  resided  in  the  neighborhood  and  claimed  the  lands  by  his  Spanish  concessions,  and  occasionally 
used  it.  The  committee  would  be  unwilling  to  confirm  the  claim  upon  such  testimony;  and  as  the  com- 
mittee have  introduced  a  bill  providing  for  the  examination  of  such  cases  at  the  land  offices,  they  therefore 
recommend  a  rejection  of  the  claim  for  the  present,  that  the  parties  may  apply  and  have  their  proof 
properly  taken  before  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  district. 


23d  Congress.]  No.   1191.  [1st  Session. 

ON  APPLICATION  FOR  THE  LOCATION  OF  A  BOUNTY  LAND  WARRANT  IN  ILLINOIS. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  TOE  HOUSE  OF  EEPKESENTATIVES  FEBRUARY  21,   1834. 

Mr.  AsuLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Jordou  and 

Samuel  Fisher,  reported: 

That  John  Jordon  was  a  soldier  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain;  that,  in  consideration  of  his  services,  he  is  entitled  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  to  be 
located  in  either  of  the  tracts  set  apart  for  military  bounties  in  the  States  of  Illinois,  Missouri,  or  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  at  his  option;  that  he  designated  the  tract  situated  in  Illinois,  and  applied  for  a 
patent  accordingly;  but  in  reply  he  was  informed  that,  in  consequence  of  the  preoccupancy  of  all  the 
lands  in  Illinois  and  Missouri  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  such  warrants,  his  location  must  be,  without 
the  further  action  of  Congress  for  his  relief,  confined  to  the  military  bounty  tract  in  Arkansas. 

The  petitioner  represents  that  he  removed  to  Illinois  with  a  large  family,  at  great  expense,  and, 
withal,  in  indigent  circumstances,  under  the  full  belief  that  his  land  would  be  assigned  him  in  that  State; 
that  he  is  unable  to  encounter  the  additional  expense  of  removing  to  Arkansas,  nor  is  he  disposed  so  to 
clo.  He  therefore  prays  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  the  location  of  land  warrant  No.  20464,  issued 
from  the  War  Department  in  his  favor,  upon  any  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  in  the  State  of  Illinois 
not  otherwise  ajipropriated. 

Samuel  Fisher,  the  second  named  petitioner,  represents  that  he  is  the  brother  and  one  of  the  hoirs-at- 
law  of  Vincent  Fisher,  deceased,  late  a  soldier  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  and  w\as  entitled,  as  a  part  of  his  bounty,  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  a  warrant  for 
which  has  issued  in  the  name  of  him,  the  said  Samuel,  as  brother,  and  one  of  the  heirs-at-law  of  said 
Vincent;  that  he  is  unwilling  to  receive  said  land  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  therefore  prays  the 
passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  location  of  the  same  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

The  committee,  on  referring  to  the  General  Land  Oftioc  for  information  touching  the  principal  facts 
set  forth  in  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  are  fully  satisfied  of  the  truth  thereof,  and  as  the  petitioners 
cannot  be  justly  coerced  to  receive  their  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  report  a  bill  for  their  relief. 
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23n   (loN(ip.Ess.]  No.    1192.  I  IstSf.ssiox. 

APrLICATION  OF  INDLXNA  FOR  A  IIEDUCTION  OF  THE  PRICE  01^  THE  IHIiLIC   LANDS. 

COMMUNICATED    T(l    TIIF,    SEXATE    FEIiRUAUY    28,     1834. 

A  JOINT  RESOLUTION  in  relation  to  a  rciluction  of  the  prioo  of  the  pulilic  l;ind^ 

Be  it  imolved  h]/  the  general  as.'<emhli/  of  the  Stale  of  Indiana,  That  our  senators  in  Coug-rcss  1  le  instructed, 
and  (lur  representatives  requested,  to  tise  tlieir  liest  exertions  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  providing 
for  a  graduated  reduction  of  tlio  price  of  the  public  lands,  wliere  the  same  sliall  liave  remained  a 
reasonable  length  of  time  in  marl<et,  and  for  an  ultimate  donation  of  tlie  residue  remaining  unsold  at  tlio 
minimum  price,  under  such  rules  and  restrictions  as  will  all'onl  a  suitable  protection  and  encouragement 
to  actual  settlors,  prevent  monopoly  li.y  land  spei'uhitors,  and  otherwise  liest  comport  with  the  public 
welfare. 

Resiitvcd,  farther.  That  the  govermir  lie  requested  to  transmit  to  each  nf  our  seiial.>rs  and  nqiresenta- 
tives  iu  Congress,  as  sonu  as  practicable,  a  copv  iif  the  foregoing  joint  resolution. 

N.  \i.  PALMER,  Spealer  JLm.-^e  >if  Bep^. 
AMZ.  MORGAN,  Prc.sV  of  the  Senate  pro  tern. 


Approved  February  1,  1834. 


N.  NOBLE 


23d  Congress.]  No.    119o.  [1st  Session. 

0  N    C  L  A  I  M    T  0    L  A  N  D    I  N    A  R  K  A  N  S  A  S . 

COMMI'XICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REI'RESEXT.VTIVES    MARCH    4,    1834. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  ap[ilicatiiin  of 

the  heirs  of  Elisha  Winter,  repDrted: 

That  it  ap])ears  that  the  said  Elisha  and  William  Winter  and  Gabriel  Winter  made  ap[ilication  to 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  in  1816,  claiming  a  ]iortiou  of  the  public  domain  in  Arkansas  under  a 
paper  purporting- to  be  a  Spanish  grant,  a  copy  (if  which,  as  set  forth  in  their  petition,  accompanies  this 
report,  marked  A,  under  which  the  said  Elisha  "Winter  claimed  to  have  been  granted  to  him  "one  thonmnd 
ar pent  s  square  of  land :"  to  William  \Vintia-,  '\tiee  hundred  square;"  to  Gabriel  Winter,  "fee  hundred 
arpents  square."  The  grant  purports  to  have  been  made  by  El  Baron  Carondelet,  who  styles  himself 
"knight  of  the  order  of  St.  John,  lield  marshal  of  the  royal  armies,  g-overnor  general  and  vice  patr(jn  nf 
the  provinces  of  Louisiana  and  East  Florida,  inspector  of  the  troops,  &c.,  &c."  The  cummittee  also 
accompany  this  report  with  the  translation  of  the  supjiosed  grant,  as  made  by  John  Graham,  marked  1!, 
and  tliat  made  by  Mr.  Stoughton,  at  the  time  attached  to  the  Spanish  legation,  marked  C. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  these  purport  to  be  the  translations  made  of  the  eopy  of  the  original  grant, 
and  certitied  to  be  a  copij  of  the  original  by  Don  Andre  Lopez  de  Armesto,  who  certifies  that  the 
original  was  found  among  the  papers  in  the  ofSco  of  the  secretary  of  the  Spani.sli  government;  his  certifi 
cate  is  dated  at  New  Orleans,  the  19th  of  April,  1805,  and  a  copy  of  it  is  annexed  to  this  report.  The 
copy  is  certified  by  an  individual  not  authorized  to  have  the  possession  of  the  original  papers,  or  to  give 
copies  of  it,  and  is  not  accompanied  by  an  oath  of  the  truth  of  the  copy  produced;  and  it  is  only  cm'tifled 
"to  be  of  the  following  tenor."  The  survey  which  accompanies  the  papers  fVir  Elisha  "Winter  is  certitied  by 
Henry  Cassady,  ;i  deputy  surveyor,  to  be  according  to  the  grant,  and  that  it  "  iras  survei/ed  by  Don  Carlos 
Yillemont,  captain  conmiandant,  Ac,  in  the  year  17l>8."  The  jdat  to  William  Winter  is  certified  by  Godfrey 
Jones,  a  deputy  survej'or,  fur  tn-n  hundred  and  ffiij  thousand  arpents,  and  avIui  crrtihes  that  he  '■  resur- 
vei/ed"  in  180.5,  without  any  certificate  or  evidence  of  its  ever  having  been  surveyed.  The  smvey  tn 
Gabriel  Winter  has  a  similar  certificate  ef  Henry  Cassady,  and  refers  to  urder  ef  survey  said  t(j  have 
been  issued  by  Trudcau  on  the  24th  of  July,  1802,  and  whicli  is  an  important  paper,  and  must  have  been 
known  to  the  claimants  to  be  such;  and  if  it  is  not  produced,  or  the  loss  thereof  satisfactorily  accounted 
for,  it  may  be  fairly  doubted  wlietlier  there  ever  was  such  an  order.  It  is,  perhaps,  not  unworthy  of 
observation  here,  that  the  original  grant  is  not  produced,  nor  the  original  surveys,  if  any  were  ever  made. 
These  pajicrs  were  filed  before  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  in  1808,  and  were  adjudged  by 
them  invalid  in  June,  1808.  These  claims  were  also  before  the  board  of  commissioners  in  1813,  the  testi- 
mony of  Don  Carlos  Yillemont  taken,  which  clearly  proves  that  no  survei/  of  either  of  said  tracts  had  ever 
lieenmade.  According  to  the  regulations  of  O'Reily,  of  the  18th  of  February,  1770,  which  are  believed 
by  the  committee  to  have  been  in  force  at  the  origin  of  the  present  claim,  (Land  Laws,  page  979,  No.  12,) 
after  directing  that  all  grants  shall  be  made  in  the  name  of  the  King,  ke.,  directs  the  surveyors  to  make 
tlirec  eopies  of  all  surveys,  "one  of  which  shall  be  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  scrivener  of  the  govern- 
ment and  cahildo;  another  sliall  be  didivered  to  the  governor  general;  and  the  third  to  the  proprietor,  to 
be  annexed  to  the  titles  ef  his  grant;"  and  yet  the  survey  or  plat  said  by  Cassady  to  have  been  made  in  1798 
for  Elisha  AVinter,  the  title  jiapers,  or  the  grant,  do  not  seem,  from  anything  before  the  committee,  to  have 
ever  been  in  custody  of  said  Elisha;  and  it  is  somewhat  remarkable  that,  iu  jirocuring  cojiies  of  the  papers 
from  Armesto,  there  had  not  also  been  produced  a  copy  of  Elisha  Winter's  petition  upon  which  the  grant 
was  made,  and  which  usually  accompanies  Sjianish  titles  presented  for  confirmation. 
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It  will  Ik'  perceived  by  an  exaiuiiiatioii  of  the  /rcnidatioiix  of  the  copies  of  the  g-rant  and  the  jilats  and 
.surveys  that  an  e.sseutial  and  a  very  iuipnrtant  difference  exists  as  t(j  the  quantity  of  land  claimed  by  the 
applicants.  According  to  the  copy  which  accompanies  their  petition,  the  grant  contains:  To  Elisha 
Winter,  one  million  of  arpents;  to  William  Winter,  live  hundred  thousand  arjients;  to  Gabriel  Winter, 
five  hundred  thousand  arpents;  making  in  all  two  millions  of  arpents.  Acc(jrding  to  the  plats  and  certifi- 
cates accompanying  it,  and  the  claim  presented  to  the  board  of  commissioners  in  1808,  the  said  Elisha 
claims  one  million,  and  the  said  William  and  Gabriel  each  two  hundred  and  lifty  thousand  arpents. 
The  translation  of  Mr.  Graham  makes  the  grant  contain:  ''To  the  said  Elisha,  one  thousand  arpents 
of  land  square,  (or  squared;)  to  Gabriel  Winter,  five  hundred  square,  (or  squared.")  Mr.  Stough- 
ton's  translation  makes  it  as  follows:  "To  Elisha  Winter,  one  thousand  square  arpents;  to  Gabriel 
AVinter,  five  hundred  S(]uare  arpents."'  At  some  subsequent  time  Mr.  Stoughton  corrects  his  trans- 
lation, by  saying  that  the  word  square  should  follow  the  word  arpents,  as  it  stood  in  the 
original.  According  to  the  evidence  before  the  committee,  the  word  arpenl  is  strictly  and 
properl3-  applicable  to  superficial  measure,  and  meaning,  in  the  Spanish  language,  the  same  kind  of 
measure  that  the  word  acre  does  in  the  United  States,  and  bears  the  same  proportion  to  it  that  T50  does 
to  (UO;  but  in  Louisiana  it  is  in  common  use  as  a  measure  of  length  equal  to  192  English  feet;  so  that  if 
the  word  arpent  in  the  grant  is  to  bo  used  as  a  measure  of  length,  then  the  grant  will  contain,  according 
to  tlie  translation  of  Graham  and  Stoughton:  To  Elisha  Winter,  1,000,000  arpents;  to  Gabriel  Winter, 
500,000  arpents.  And  according  to  the  claim  in  the  petition:  To  Elisha  Winter,  1,000,000  arpents;  to 
Gabriel  Winter,  .500,000  arpents;  to  AVilliam  Winter,  500,000  arpents.  And  according  to  the  claim  made 
by  them  before  the  board  of  commissioners  in  1808:  To  Elisha  Winter,  1,000,000;  to  Gabriel  Winter, 
250,000;  to  William  Winter,  250,000.  But  if  the  word  arpent  is  used,  in  its  strict  and  proper  sense,  as 
aiiplicable  to  superficial  measure,  then  the  grant,  as  translated  by  Graham  and  Stoughton,  contains:  To 
Elisha  Winter,  1,000  arpents;  to  Gabriel  Winter,  500  arpents. 

It  is  inqiossible  from  the  evidence  before  the  committee  to  ascertain  the  true  meaning  and  intention 
of  the  grant  at  the  time  it  was  made;  and  where  so  much  property  depends  upon  the  construction  of  the 
sentence  granting  the  land,  there  seems  to  be  no  excuse  for  tiie  omission  on  the  part  of  the  claimants  to 
produce  the  original  grant  and  survey'  if  made;  nor  does  it  seem,  from  anything  before  the  committee, 
that  an  application  was  ever  made  for  them  bj'  the  Winters,  notwithstanding  they  were  entitled  to  them 
if  the  grant  had  been  bona  fide  made,  nor  is  there  any  reason  perceived  why  the  Spanish  oiBcers  should 
have  wished  to  retain  them;  and  from  the  evidence  taken,  the  AVinters  seem  to  have  been  aware  of  the 
difficulties  arising  from  the  language  of  the  grant;  yet  no  means  have  been  resorted  to  by  them  to  remove 
them  by  the  production  of  the  grant  itself,  or  the  original  survej',  if  any  was  ever  made. 

Most  of  the  lands  granted  in  that  section  of  the  country  by  the  Spanish  government  were  upon  similar 
conditions,  intending  to  increase  the  population  of  the  country  and  promote  its  agriculture  by  inducing 
emigration  to  it,  and  therefore  liberal  terms  were  offered  to  actual  settlers.  The  laws  of  the  Indies,  enti- 
tled "  Kecopilacion  do  las  leyes  de  Indies,"  seem  to  have  been  general  regulations  for  granting  the  domain 
of  the  King  in  America,  (Land  Laws,  967,)  and  specify  the  conditions  and  terras  upon  which  it  was  to 
have  been  granted,  and  direct  the  governors  of  provinces  to  lay  oft"  the  lands  for  persons  desirous  of 
making  settlements,  and  making  a  distinction  between  gentlemen  and  laborers  and  others  of  less  merit, 
and  direct  the  lands  to  be  granted  to  them  in  proportion  tii  their  merit,  and  required  a  residence  of  four 
years  before  the  title  should  be  completed  and  the  settler  authorized  to  sell,  and  direct  the  lands  to  be 
distributed  fairly,  without  sjjecifying  the  rule  bj'  which  the  Spanish  officers  were  to  be  guided  in  the 
quantity  of  land  allowed  to  each. 

The  regulations  of  O'Reily  of  February  18,  II'U,  specil'y  the  (juantity  of  land  to  be  granted  to  each 
settler  who  was  desirous  of  settling  on  the  borders  of  the  river,  six  or  eight  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in 
depth;  and  to  obtain  forty-two  arpents  in  front  by  forty  in  depth,  the  applicant  must  make  it  appear  that 
he  is  the  "possessor  of  one  hundred  head  of  tame  cattle,  some  horses  and  sheep,  and  two  slaves  to  look 
after  them,  a  proportion  which  shall  be  always  observed  for  the  grants  to  be  made  of  greater  extent  than 
that  declared  in  the  preceding  article,"  which  prohibits  grants  in  Attakapas,  Opelousas,  and  Natchitoches, 
to  one  league  front  by  one  in  depth;  said  regidations  also  require  a  residence  of  three  years  before  the 
completion  of  title.  These  regulations  respecting  grants  in  the  parishes  of  Attakapas,  Opelousas,  and 
Natchitoches,  embracing  the  ^nne  lands  of  Louisiana,  appear  to  have  been  predicated  upon  the  fact  that 
these  parishes  were  then  considered  as  more  suitable  than  the  river  parishes  for  the  formation  of  vacheries, 
or  large  stock  farms,  while  the  other  regulations  have  reference  to  applications  for  lands  on  the  rivers  and 
bayous  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  cultivation.  These  regulations  are  believed  to  have  been  in  force  at 
the  time  the  grant  was  made  to  the  present  applicants;  and,  in  addition  to  this,  it  seems  to  have  been  the 
uniform  custom  from  the  time  of  the  cessi(jn  of  the  territory  by  Great  Britain  to  Spain  to  allow  lands  to 
settlers  in  proportion  to  the  property  brought  by  them  into  the  province  or  to  the  size  of  the  families. 
And  in  Septendjer,  1T9T,  this  custom  or  usage  was  rendered  more  certain,  more  specific,  by  the  regulations 
of  Gayoso,  then  the  intendant  general  of  Louisiana,  by  allowing  two  hundred  arpents  to  each  settler  who 
was  married,  fifty  arpents  for  each  child,  and  twenty  arpents  for  each  negro,  and  prohibiting  the  issuance 
of  grants  for  a  larger  quantit.y  than  eight  luindred  arpents;  and  these  regulations  are  substantially 
confirmed  by  the  regulations  of  Alorales  in  1799. 

The  committee  have  not  been  able  to  see  any  law,  custom,  or  usage,  justifying  the  issuance  of  grants 
to  settlers  for  such  largo  quantities  of  the  domain  belonging  to  the  King  of  Spain  as  was  done  by  the 
Baron  Carondelet  to  Elisha  Winter  and  sons,  if  the  grant  is  considered  as  containing  tlie  quantity  claimed 
by  them.  Nor  is  there  any  consideration  specified  in  the  face  of  the  grant,  or  proven,  which  would  have 
justified  it.  The  regulations  of  O'Reily,  it  is  believed,  limited  the  power  of  the  Spanish  officers  to  grant 
one  league  front  by  one  league  deep;  in  all  grants  of  a  larger  size  it  seems  to  have  been  the  custom,  after 
the  survey  and  sanction  of  the  officers,  to  have  submitted  thom  to  the  King  of  Spain  for  his  approbation, 
as  was  done  in  all  grants  before  the  ordinance  of  1754;  and  this,  from  other  acts  of  the  Baron  do  Caron- 
delet, seems  to  have  been  his  understanding  of  his  own  powers  as  intendant  general.  He  made  the  grant 
to  Maison  Rouge  for  the  consideration  of  settlement,  &c.,  thirty  superficial  leagues.  In  that  case  the  agree- 
ment is^made  in  March,  1795,  and  is  approved  by  the  King  July  U,  1795,  and  the  final  grant  is  made  June 
20,  1797.  So  in  the  case  of  Baron  Bastrop:  on  the  20th  of  June,  1795,  application  is  made  to  the  Baron 
Carondelet,  who  on  the  same  day  agrees  to  allow  twelve  leagues  square  for  the  purpose  of  settlement; 
the  18th  of  June,  1797,  he  suspends  the  fulfilment  of  a  part  of  the  contract  by  Baron  Bastrop  until  the 
pleasure;  of  the  King  is  known  in  relation  to  it. 

Shortly  before  the  time  Baron  Carondelet  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  ofiice  as  intendant,  &c., 
General  Wilkinson  made  an  application  to  Governor  Miro,  as  stated  by  Martin  in  his  history  of  Louisiana, 
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for  .1  Iarf;'e  tract  of  country  west  of  the  !Mississi]ipi  fi:)r  the  purposes  of  settlement,  and  this  is  refused  him 
expressly  for  the  want  of  autliority  to  do  so  without  ih'st  consulting-  the  King-  of  Spain.  Upon  the  appli- 
cations of  the  Duke  of  Alagon,  ])e  Varg-as,  and  Count  Punon  Rostro,  the  g-rants  were  made  by  the  King- 
of  Spain;  so  in  the  grant  to  Arredoiido,  after  it  was  madi'  it  was  sent  to  Madrid  and  approved  by  the  King-. 

The  committee  are  therefore  induced  to  believe  that  the  ordinance  of  1754,  which  authorized  the  Spanish 
officers  to  make  grants  in  the  name  of  the  King,  was  limited  to  the  m-dinary  settlement  of  claim.s  as  described 
in  the  laws  of  the  Indies,  and  that  the  regulations  (if  0'lieil_y,  in  1170,  intended  to  limit  their  authority  to 
make  grants  to  one  leag-ue  sipiare,  and  the  power  was  still  further  limited  by  the  regulatiuns  nf  ^[nrales 
and  Gayoso. 

In  the  absence,  therefore,  of  any  express  authority  from  the  King  of  Spain  to  the  Baron  de  Carondelet, 
the  Committee  would  not  feel  justilied  in  taking-  the  grant  as  prima  facie  evidence  of  authority  from  the 
King-,  and  throw  upon  the  g-overnment  the  biu'den  of  disproving  s\irli  an  implication.  In  tlic  opinion  of 
the  committee,  the  absence  of  sucli  an  authority  in  any  of  the  regulations  ot  the  Siianish  government  for 
the  disposition  of  the  public  domain  which  are  known  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  the  act  of 
the  Baron  de  Carondelet  being-  contrary  to  the  known  usages  and  customs  of  the  Spanisli  government  in 
Louisiana,  and  being  without  any  adequate  consideration  for  so  extensive  a  grant,  justifies  them  in 
reijuiring  the  production  of  some  direct  authority  from  the  Spanish  government  for  tlic  making  of  the 
grant  to  Winter.  This  seems  to  have  been  the  view  taken  of  the  Spanish  r<'gulations  liy  oia-  own  g-overu- 
ment  from  the  time  of  the  aci]uisition  of  that  territory  to  the  present  time.  Tlie  act  of  .March  o,  IbUo, 
authorizes  the  confirmation  of  titles  to  actual  settlers  in  a  quantity  not  exceeding  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  and  the  act  of  March  3,  1807,  limits  the  powers  of  tlic  board  of  commissioners  to  decide  upon  claims 
not  exceeding-  one  league  square,  apparently  acting  upon  tlie  idea  that  the  customs  and  usages  of  the 
Spanish  government  limited  the  ordinary  claims  and  grants  to  the  quantity  of  land  specified;  and  Mr. 
(iallatin,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  liis  instructions  to  the  board  of  commissioners,  bearing-  date 
September  8,  1806,  expressly  directs  them  to  reject  all  claims  when  the  tract  claimed  "contains  a  greater 
ijuantity  of  land  than  was  generally  allowed  to  actual  settlers  and  their  families,  agreeably  to  the  laws, 
usages,  and  customs  of  the  Spanish  government,  unless  a  duly  authenticated  copy  of  the  ordinance  author- 
izing- the  officers  to  grant  such  greater  quantitj'  of  land  shall  have  been  proilnced  and  deposited  with  the 
commissioners.'' 

The  committee,  with  all  these  evidences  before  them  as  to  the  limitation  of  the  power  of  the  Spanish 
governors  to  grant,  cannot  yield  to  the  opinion  expressed  by  Don  Luis  de  Oiiis,  in  his  letter  of  February  0, 
1810,  in  which  he  saj's  he  did  not  know  of  any  limitation  of  the  powers  vested  in  the  intendants  general 
and  governors  of  the  Spanish  provinces.  Except  the  bounds  of  their  respective  premises,  it  may  be  true 
tliat  /(''  knew  of  no  limitation  of  tlieir  powers;  but  it  is  certainly  true  that  a  variety  of  restrictions  existed, 
as  heretofore  pointed  out  in  this  report, 

The  grant  to  Winter  was  evidently  not  ;i  complete  title,  and  could  not  luue  been  so  intended.  The 
precise  import  of  the  Spanish  word  which  has  been  translated  "gran/''  is  not  known  to  the  committee. 
The  utmost  force  that  could  be  given  to  the  paper  ]n-oduced  to  them  would  be  to  consider  it  an  authority 
to  settle,  with  a  promise  to  make  a  complete  title  when  it  was  surveyed  and  actually  settled.  It  was,  in 
truth,  the  first  step  towards  obtaining  a  title — the  permission  to  settle  upon  the  lauds.  The  regulations  of 
Morales  of  July  17,  1799,  make  provision  for  a  class  of  cases  of  which  this  no  doubt  was  one.  The  18th 
article  of  the  regulations  is  as  follows:     (Land  Laws,  984.) 

"Art.  18.  Experience  proves  that  a  great  number  of  those  who  have  asked  for  land  think  themselves 
the  legal  owners  of  it — those  who  have  obtained  the  first  decree,  by  which  the  survej'or  is  ordered  to 
measure  it  and  put  them  in  possession;  others,  after  the  survey  has  been  made,  have  neglected  to  ask  the 
title  for  the  property;  and  as  like  aluises,  continuing  for  a  long  time,  will  augment  the  confusion  and 
disorder  which  will  necessarily  result,  we  declare  that  no  one  of  those  who  have  obtained  the  said  decree, 
notwithstanding,  in  virtue  of  them,  the  survey  has  taken  place,  and  that  they  have  been  ]iut  in  possession, 
can  be  regarded  as  owners  of  land  until  their  real  titles  are  delivered,  completed  with  all  the  formalities 
liefore  recited." 

And  the  22d  article  of  the  regulaticms  declares  all  such  claims  void  unless  apiilication  is  made  within 
six  months  and  the  title  completed.  The  present  applicants  were  evidently  within  that  class  who  are 
described  as  "having  obtained  the  first  decree,''  and  do  not  seem  to  have  taken  any  steps  for  the  purpose 
of  having  their  title  completed.  The  Spanish  authorities  continued  in  possession  until  the  spring-  of  1804, 
and  it  is  probable  that  a  sufficient  reason  can  be  found  for  their  omission  to  do  so  in  the  fact  that  the  grant 
was  made  by  the  Baron  Carondelet,  June  20,  1797,  and  Gayoso  was  the  intendant  general  very  shortly 
afterwards,  and  made  his  regulations  the  9th  of  September  afterwards;  and  judging  from  the  regula- 
tions established  by  him,  among  others,  that  no  grant  should  exceed  ei,glit  hundred  arpents,  the  present 
applicant  could  have  liad  but  little  chance  of  success  in  obtaining  the  comjiletion  of  his  title  by  Gayoso, 
or  his  successor.  Morales. 

It  appears  to  the  committee  that  many  insuperable  objections  exist  to  the  conlirmation  of  the  claims 
of  the  |iresent  applicants. 

1.  There  is  no  survey  made,  as  recpiired  by  the  copy  of  the  paper  produced  to  thrm  and  now  called 
the  grant. 

2.  The  absence  of  the  original  grant  itself  if  any  was  ever  made,  and  no  sufficient  reason  given  for 
the  omission  to  produce  it. 

3.  The  differences  in  the  translations  are  too  material  and  impiirtant  to  Justify  anj'  action  of  the 
government  upon  the  copies  produced. 

4.  No  evidence  is  produced  to  the  committee,  nor  is  believed  to  exist,  showing  that  the  Baron 
Carondelet  had  any  authority  to  make  such  a  grant. 

5.  There  is  no  adequate  consideration  for  such  a  grant  in  the  customs,  and  usages,  and  policy  of  the 
Spanish  government. 

0.  The  grant  of  such  a  quantity  of  land  by  the  governors  of  provinces  is  believed  to  lie  contrarj'  to 
the  usages,  customs,  and  laws  of  the  Spanish  government. 

7.  No  confirmation  was  made  of  it,  or  application  for  that  purpose,  under  the  regulations  of  Morales, 
in  1799. 

S.  The  claim  iif  the  applicants  in  the  petition  being  so  widelj'  different  from  their  claims  bef  ire  the 
commissioners  in  1808,  and  so  difi'erent  from  the  translations  of  the  grant  accompanying  this  re|iort. 

The  false  certificate  of  Henry  Cassady  as  to  the  survey  of  Elisha  Winter  having  been  made  in  1798, 
and  which  must  liave  been  known  to  said  \Vint('r  to  be  untrue  at  the  time  of  its  production  bt'f  ire  the 


942  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  1194 


commissioners;  the  umisual  quantity  nf  land  granted  to  Elisha  Winter  for  his  own  settlement  right,  and 
the  nnusual  quantity  allowed  iiis  two  sons,  one  of  whom  seems  to  have  been  under  ago  at  the  time;  and 
the  total  absence  of  any  authority  for  the  grant  or  any  propriety  in  it,  and  just  about  the  time  that 
Baron  Carondelet  was  leaving  the  province;  and  no  application  for  a  completion  of  title  to  his  succes- 
sors, whose  regulations  required  it;  and,  in  addition  to  all  this,  there  is  no  evidence  before  the  committee 
tliat  the  conditions  of  tlie  grant  were  complied  with  according  to  tlie  spirit  and  intention  of  the  grantor, 
supposing  it  to  have  been  made  as  presented  to  the  committee.  The  object  of  the  grant  seems  to  have 
been  to  promote  "the  agriculture  of  icheat,  hemp,  and  flax  f^  and  it  does  not  appear  that  any  establishment 
of  the  kind  was  ever  made  by  the  Winters.  Proof  of  occupancy  within  the  year  i.s  the  only  proof  adduced 
to  show  a  compliance  with  tlie  principal  olijects  of  the  grant;  and  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  tlie  proviso 
contained  in  the  grant  intended  that  the  grantees  should,  vAthin  the  year,  make  establishments  for  that 
l)urpose.  All  these  circumstances  taken  together,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  cast  a  doubt  upon  the 
justness  and  fairness  of  the  translation  upon  which  the  present  claim  is  founded  which  should  forever 
prohibit  its  confirmation. 

But  inasmuch  as  it  is  shown  to  the  committee  that  the  said  Elisha  and  Gabriel  Winter  removed  about 
that  time  to  the  Arkansas,  and  made  settlements  upon  the  public  domain,  and  continued  there  for  some 
time,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  the  same  provision  should  be  made  for  them  as  has  been  heretofore 
made  for  other  settlers  upon  the  public  domain,  who  had  settled  upon  it  prior  to  the  1st  of  October,  1800, 
loith  (he  permission  of  the  proper  Sjxinish  officers,  and  which  is  declared  by  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March, 
1807,  shall  not  exceed  two  thousand  acres.  The  committee  therefore  recommend  that  the  said  tracts  of 
land  claimed  by  the  said  Elisha  and  Gabriel  Winter  be  surveyed  and  sold  as  other  public  domain  in 
Arkansas,  reserving  to  said  applicants,  each,  tlie  quantity  of  land  above  described,  including-  their  respec- 
tive improvements,  and  which,  if  acce|ited  by  them,  shall  be  in  satisfaction  of  all  future  claims  under  said 
supposed  grant,  and  have  reported  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

[Note. — For  the  documents  submitted  with  this  report,  sec  vol.  3,  on  Public  Lands,  p.  289.] 


General  Land  Office,  February  4,  1834. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of  the  2d  and  3d  instant,  and,  in  reply  to  the 
iiKjuiries  contained  therein,  have  to  state  that  the  only  abstract  of  French  and  Spanish  titles  in  this  office 
is  an  "  abstract  of  concessions  and  patents  granted  by  the  French  and  Spaniards  in  the  western  district 
of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  from  1757  to  1802,"  which  consequently  does  not  embrace  the  alleged  grant 
to  the  Winters  in  Arkansas. 

The  grant  to  Winter  not  being-  laid  down  on  the  maps  in  this  office,  I  am  unable  to  say  what  portion 
of  it  remains  unsold,  although  I  have  no  doubt  of  a  part  of  the  land  included  therein  being  yet  undis- 
posed of 

With  great  respect,  &c., 

ELIJAH  IIAYWARD 

Hon.  C.  Joiixso.v,  Chairman  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  House  of  Representatives. 


23d  GoNGREss.]  No.  ]  194.  [1st  Session. 

ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENT.WIVES    MARCH    4,    1834. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 

Pierre  Lafitte,  reported: 

That  said  applicant  claims  title  to  about  eleven  thousand  acres  in  the  neutral  territory,  under  a 
paper  signed  "Ybanco,"  military  captain  and  civil  and  military  governor  of  the  town  of  Nacogdoches  and 
its  dependencies,  dated  the  12th  of  June,  1784.  The  paper  is  a  bare  permission  to  settle,  and  a  promise 
to  recommend  them  to  be  treated  according  to  their  deserts;  and  in  a  note  to  said  paper  it  is  said,  "it  is 
well  understood  that  the  aforesaid  grant  of  land  is  to  extend  from  the  parcel  called  'Nodier,'  and  extends 
to  that  which  is  called  Nabarchar,  and  the}'  are  entitled  to  all  the  proceeds  of  the  same;  of  which  grant 
I  expect  the  approbation  of  the  lieutenant  governor  of  the  province;  and  the  cost  being  paid,  I  conform 
it  on  the  said  day,  month,  and  year."  Up(jn  this  description  the  land  has  been  surveyed  by  John  Dins- 
more,  deputj-  survej'or,  the  Gtli  September,  1823,  extending  from  the  Bayou  Pierre  to  the  Bayou  Nanticot, 
by  irregular  lines,  and  including  11,393.89  acres.  There  is  nothing  further  before  the  committee  showing 
the  quantity  granted,  or  the  manner  in  which  the  same  should  have  been  surveyed;  and  there  is  no 
reason  for  supjiosing  that  it  was  intended  to  einljrace  that  quantity  more  than  any  other;  and  the  com- 
mittee see  no  reason  for  surveying  the  land  in  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  done,  and  is  now  claimed 
by  the  applicant;  and  the  committee  see  no  reason  why  the  apjilicant  should  not  have  claimed  twenty  or 
five  thousand  acres  as  well  as  the  quantity  claimed  by  him.  The  concession  seems  to  have  been  a  mere 
authority  to  settle  on  the  land  between  the  two  bayous,  through  which  travellers  and  trflers  usually 
passed  in  getting  into  the  province,  with  a  view  of  guarding  the  yirovince  from  intruders,  and  requiring 
the  applicant  to  give  notice  to  the  governor,  &c.,  and  states  the  object  of  the  grant  to  be,  "  that  they  may 
have  firm  possession  of  the  said  place  and  lots  of  land  necessary  to  pasture  and  rear  their  flocks  of  cattle, 
smaller  stock,  and  horses." 


1834.]  CLAIM    TO    LAND    IX    ALAP.AMA.  943 

The  testiinoiiy  of  Mario  Do  Soto  is  taken  tlio  loth  of  November,  ls:J2,  before  a  ju.stieo  of  the  peaee, 
who  states  that  he  was  the  euinniaiuhuit  of  the  I'.ayoii  I'lerrc  during-  the  time  ol'  the  Spanish  R-oveniineiit, 
and  up  to  the  time  it  was  taken  possession  of  b3-  the  American  governmont ;  and  that  I'ierro  Lalitte  liad 
lived  upon  the  land  more  than  Jifty  years  umU'r  a  concession  from  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Nacogdoches; 
and  he  says  the  boundaries  extended  from  the  Rayou  Nordes  Hesse  to  th(,>  15ayou  l>e  hi  Ronne  Cliasse;  and 
he  says  such  titles  were  always  recognized  as  good  under  the  Sijanisii  govermnent. 

The  committee  do  not  believe  tiie  grant  anytiiing  more  than  a  bare  ])ermission  to  settle,  nor  are  they 
aware  that  the  lieutenant  governor  had  any  authority  to  make  a.  title  to  tjie  land.  Tiic  committee  do  not, 
therefore,  consider  the  applicant  cntitleil  to  any  more  than  other  occupants  and  settlers  in  that  section  of 
the  country;  and  they  tlierefore  report  a  bill  allowing  him  two  thousand  acres  of  land,  the  (piantity 
allowed  by  the  act  of  tlie  od  ilareli,  1807,  to  those  settling  by  permission  (jf  tlie  Spanish  govermnent,  and 
wiiieii,  if  aece]ited  by  said  Lafitti',  shall  be  in  full  satisfactinn  of  all  i-laiin  under  said  sujiposed  grant. 


23d  Congress.]  No.    1195.  [1st  Sessio;^. 

0  N    ( '  L  A  1  M    T  0    LAND    IN    L  0  U  I  S  I A  N  A  . 

COMJICXICITED    TO    THE  HllUSE  OK  REPRESEXTATIVES  M.VUCU   4,    liS:_!4. 

Mr.  C.  JoHXsox,  from  the  Committee  on  I'rivate   Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  iietition  of  Jean 

Rajitiste  Crainger,  reported  : 

Said  applicant  alleges  that  he  had  a  Spanish  title  for  800  arpents  of  land  in  the  Upelousas,  on  the 
Bayou  Phujuemine,  which  was  submitted  to  the  board  of  commissioners  ;  and  that  the  same  was  confirmed 
by  the  board  on  May  29,  1811,  and  a  certificate  issued  to  him,  (No.  606,)  and  alleges  that  ho  sold  the  land 
(400  arpents)  to  Joseph  Kead,  by  deed,  dated  October  1,  1SI2  ;  the  other  400  arpents  to  Etienne  Robert 
De  Lamorandiere  fils,  by  deed,  dated  September  22,  1821.  He  further  alleges  that  Jacob  Harman  and 
Henry  Harper  had  each  a  Spanish  title  confirmed  to  them  of  400  arpents,  and  certilicates  issued  to  them 
by  the  same  board  of  commissioners,  (Nos.  515  and  598,)  and  that  these  latter  claims,  when  surveyed, 
cover  the  land  confirmed  to  him,  and  liy  him  sold  to  the  parties  as  aforesaid,  and  supposes  their  titles  to 
be  best,  thej'  having  the  possession  of  the  land  ;  ho  alleges  that  he  will  be  resjjonsible  npon  his  warranty 
to  the  purchasers  from  him,  if  they  lose  the  land,  and  asks  of  Congress  to  allow  them  to  remove  their  claims 
upon  some  other  public  lands  in  the  Opelousas. 

The  facts  of  the  case  are  proven  by  the  production  of  certified  copies  of  the  certificates,  and  a  plat 
showing  the  interference,  and  also  copies  of  the  deeds  of  convej'ance  made  by  the  petitioner. 

The  committee  think  the  applicant  entitled  to  relief,  and  have  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  purchasers 
from  the  petitioner  to  locate  their  lands  elsewhere  in  the  Opelousas,  first  executing  a  release  of  w^arranty 
to  the  said  petitioner,  and  the  petitioner  executing  a  relin(|uishment  to  the  government  for  any  further 
claim  by  virtue  of  said  confirmation. 


23n  Coxnr.Ess.]  No.   1196.  [1st  Session. 

ON    C  L  A  I  M    T  0    L  A  N  D    I  N    ALAR  A  M  A  . 

COMMUXICATEn  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REI'RESE.VTATIVES  MAUCn  4,    1834. 

Mr.  Cakk,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  of  L.  TL  Loricns, 
attorney  in  fact  for  Pelagic  Loriens,  formerly  the  widow  of  Peter  Juzon,  deceased,  iind  the  papers 
accompanying  the  same,  reported: 

That  the  attornejf  in  fact  aforesaid  states  that  he  believes  the  said  Pelagic  Loriens  is  the  rightful 
owner  of  the  tract  of  land  on  the  east  and  west  side  of  the  Mobile  river,  at  a  place  called  Cambir;  that 
P.  Juzon,  the  former  husband  of  P.  Loriens,  derived  his  claim  to  said  land  from  the  Spanish  government 
in  the  following  manner:  That  he  petitioned  his  excellency  Estevau  Mu'o,  colonel  of  the  regular  army  and 
governor  of  the  civil  and  military  of  the  city  and  province  of  Louisiana,  for  a  tract  of  land  of  fourteen 
acres  front  on  each  side  of  the  Mobile  river,  formerly  the  property  of  Dugell  Cambell,  limited  on  the  south 
bj'  a  creek  called  Cedar  creek  and  another  creek  called  Chansuld,  and  on  the  north  by  a  tract  of  land 
(Magillivry's)  which  was  abandoned  by  said  Dugell  (Jambell  in  the  year  1T80.  It  further  appears  that 
in  pursuance  to  said  petition  the  Spanish  commandant  aforesaid  did,  on  the  15th  day  of  May,  in  the  year 
178T,  direct  that  the  said  P.  Juzon  should  establish  that  part  of  land  of  fourteen  acres  front  on  each  side 
of  the  river,  with  forty,  as  customary,  at  the  same  place  mentioned  in  the  petition,  as  it  was  abandoned 
by  tlie  proprietor,  with  the  precise  conditions  of  making  the  road,  clearing  regularly  in  the  peremptory 
space  of  one  year.  There  ai'e,  accompanying  the  petition,  two  plats  of  surveys  which  appear  to  have  been 
made  by  James  Gordon  for  said  Peter  Juzon,  one  of  which  contains  eleven  hundred  and  thirty-four  acres, 
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and  situate  on  the  west  side  of  tlio  Mobile  river,  in  the  county  of  Wasliiiigtou,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
survey  dated  ilarcii  16,  1804;  the  other  plat  of  survey  contains  five  hundred  and  lifty-eight  acres,  and  is 
situate  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  Mobile,  in  the  county  and  Territory  aforesaid,  dated  .NLarch  17,  1804. 
These  surveys  do  not  agree  with  the  directions  given  by  the  Spanish  authority  to  said  Juzon  to  establish 
himself  at  the  place  set  forth  in  the  petition.  Charles  Juzon  swears  that,  anterior  to  the  year  1787,  his 
father.  Perie  Juzon,  resided  with  his  family  on  the  tract  of  land  situated  on  tlie  east  and  west  of  Mobile 
river,  as  described  in  the  survey  accompanying  the  papers;  that  his  whole  family  resided  thereon  for 
several  years  during  the  occupancy  of  that  country  by  the  British  government,  and  that  he  verily  believes 
that  the  conditions  of  the  grant  were  fully  fulfilled,  and  that  ho  knows  that  the  widow  of  the  said  Perie 
Juzon  has  ever  considered'  the  land  as  hers;  that  he  knows  of  no  opposing  claim  since  the  date  of  the 
o-rant,  and  that  tiic  said  P.  Loriens  is  the  widow  of  P.  Juzon.  This  is  all  the  proof  before  the  committee 
showing  that  said  Juzon  was  ever  in  the  possession  of  said  land,  or  that  the  conditions  of  the  grant  were 
comiilied  with.  The  ])ermission  given  by  the  Spanish  authority  to  said  Juzon  to  estalilish  said  land  is  the 
onlv  and  all  the  title  that  is  exhibited  on  the  part  of  the  claimant.  The  committee  are  not  satisfied  that 
the'conditions  of  the  grant  or  permission  given  to  the  said  Juzon  wore  complied  with,  nor  is  there,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  connnittee,  sufficient  proof  to  warrant  the  confirmation  of  said  claim  to  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  the  said  Juzon.  The  widow  Juzon  has  appointed,  at  difl'erent  periods,  four  several  attorney's 
in  fact  to  sell  or  otherwise  dispose  of  said  tract  of  land,  and  to  do  anything  necessary  to  be  done  about 
the  premises.  The  first  power  is  dated  on  the  20th  of  January,  1804,  executed  at  the  city  of  New  Orleans; 
the  second  power  is  dated  on  the  lOtli  day  of  February,  1818,  executed  at  the  same  place;  the  third  power 
is  dated  the  Cth  of  August,  18'21,  executed  at  the  same  place;  and  the  fourth  is  dated  on  the  24th  of 
October,  1833,  executed  at  the  same  place.  George  Owen,  esq.,  of  Mobile,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  April  ti,  1831,  in  which  it  ap])ears  that  he  enclosed  the  papers 
in  the  above  case  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  (General  Land  Office,  in  which  letter  he  states  that,  since  the 
application  to  the  register  and  receiver,  the  original  papers  had  come  to  his  possession,  but  that  the 
grounds  of  objection  taken  by  the  record  at  St.  Stephen's  (to  wit,  that  they  have  no  jurisdiction)  prevents 
from  laying  the  case  before  them,  and  asks  the  department  to  instruct  the  officers  at  St.  Stephen's  not  to 
grant  a  pre-emption  to  any  portion  of  the  land  claimed.  In  answer  to  which  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  says:  "Your  letter  of  the  6th  of  April  last  has  been  received,  but  as  the  reports  do 
not  exhibit  any  confirmed  claim  in  the  name  of  Pelagic  Lawrence  Juzon,  I  am  not  able  to  give  any 
instruction  upon  the  subject."  The  committee  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
said  petition. 


23d  Congress.]  No.    1197.  [1st  Session. 

STATEMENT  OF  PATENTS  FOR  LAND  SOLD  IN  ARKANSAS  THAT  HAVE  BEEN  SUSPENDED. 

COJIMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  MARCH  4,   1834. 

Treasury  Department,  March  3,  1834. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  18th  ultimo,  directing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  "  to  inform  the  House  how  many  patents  for  land  sold,  at  either  public  or 
private  sale,  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  liave  been  suspended  ;  together  with  the  name  or  names  of  each 
purchaser,  and  the  quantity  of  each  purchase  or  entry,  and  the  reasons  which  have  induced  such  suspen- 
sions," I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  a  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
to  whom  the  resolution  was  referred. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  TANEY,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  A.  Stevenson,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  liepresentaliveg. 


.^  General  Land  Office,  February  26,  1834. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  18th  instant,  in  the  words 
following  to  wit :  "  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  inform  this  House  how 
many  patents  for  land  sold,  at  either  public  or  private  sale,  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  hare  been  sus- 
pended ;  together  with  the  name  or  names  of  each  purchaser,  and  the  quantity  of  each  purchase  or  entry, 
and  the  reasons  which  have  induced  such  suspensions,"  which  you  referred  to  this  office  for  report,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  enclosed  statements,  marked  A  and  B,  and  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  this  office 
to  the  register  at  Batosville,  marked  C,  which  afVdrd  the  desired  information. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELIJAH  HAYiVARD. 
Hon.  R.  B.  Tanev,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


1834.] 


PATENTS    FOR    LAND    SOLD    IN    ARKANSAS. 


A  — S/a/nitrnl  of  lat^da  .lo/rf  in  the  dUlrict  of  Liltle  Rock,  Aria iii^aft  Territory,  the  -patent fi  for  which  hare  been 
f:unpend<tl,  exhibiting  the  name  of  the  piireha.~'er,  tlie  ipmntitii  nf  each  purchase,  and  the  reasons  n-hich 
Itave  induced  tlie  suspension  nf  the  patents,  as  reipiired  tnj  tite  rcsolnlion  (if  the  House  of  Jlrprescnialiees 
of  February  IS,  1834. 


Name  of  purchaser. 


Joseph  Clilt 

Silas  Craig 

Elias  Rector 

Danville  Branhain  , . 
Rial  Massiii^ill 

William  S.  Collins.. 

Abijah  Davis 

Archibald  H.  Rutherford 

George  Vaslion 

James  Erwin 

Calvin  Clilt 

Andrew  Graliani  .... 


Looney  Price 


Tract  purchased. 


E.  fractional  J  of  No.  3  of  NE.  i  2,  3  S,  16  W 
E.  fractional  J  of  No.  2  of  NW.  ^  .S,  15  S.  1  VV 

SE.  lof  NE.  i4,  1  N.  12  U' 

SE.  i  of  SE.  i3.i,  4N.  14  W 

NE.  fractional  i  of  NW.  fr.actional  i  6,  2  N. 
13  W. 

No.  2  ofNW.  lof  NW.  1  19,  1  N.  12  W 

NW.  iof  NW.  i  1,  2S.  16  W 

W.  i  S.  E.  121,  1  S.  14  W 


Excess  of  NW.  fractional  i  20,  14  S.  1  W.  . 

NW.  i  of  NW.  fractional  J  30,  4  N.  8  W... 
No.  3  of  NW.  i  of  SW.  fractional  i  30,  2  S. 

15  W. 
SE.  i  of  SE.  i  31,  and  SW.  i  of  SW.  i  32, 

3  N.  13  W. 


'  Excess  of  W.  i  of  SE.  i  9,  1  N.  12  W., 


Valentine  Brazil. 
Stephen  Sanders. 


Clisby  R.  Jones 
Adam  Milchel  . 


SW.  fraeUonal  part  of  SW.  16,  1  S.  16  W. 
SE.  iof  NE.  i  14,  4N.  10  VV 


E.  J  SW.  fractional  i  6,  3  N.  9  W. 
E.J  SW.  iS,  7S.5  W 


Emzy  Wilson W.  fractional  i  of  SW.  J  5,  7,  5  VV 

William  Patterson '  SE.  i  of  SE.  J  8,  7,  5  VV 

Emzy  Wilson E.  fractional  part  of  SE.  fractional  i  6, 7  S.  5  W. 

do '  W.  fractional  part  of  SE.  fract'l  J6,  7S.  5  W. 

Creed  Taylor SW.  fractional  i  9,  5,  9  W 


George  Fiynn 

William  Ingram  ^ 

Dorithese  Montgomery. 

William  Richie 

John  Evans 

Uriel  Clary 

Charles  Roberts 


John  Robinson. 
Chester  Ashley 


John  McLain  Sc  Noah 
H.  Badjett. 


Francis  Secrest 

Samuel  S.  Hall 

William  Marcus 

Jno.  Clark  and  Chest. 

Ashley. 

do do.  .. 

William  Hickman 

do 

do 

Salmon  Ruggles  . , 
James  .-Vlexauder  . 
Nathan  D.  Smith  . 


S.  fractional  J  of  NW.  i  26,  4  S.  10  VV 

NW.  iof  NW.  i  19,  2  S.l  E 

N.  part  of  the  E.  fractional  4,  2  S.  4  E 

E.  fractional  i  of  SE.  fractional  i  35,  3  S.  4  E 
NW.fracuonal  i  of  NW.  fract'l  i30,2S.  1  W, 
S.  fractional  part  of  SW-  fract'l  J  30,  3  S.  5  E 
E.  iNE.  121,4  S.  4  W 


E.  1  SE.  14,3  S.  1  VV 

SW.  fractional  i  35,  4  S.  10  VV. 


SE.  fractional  l  33,  2  N.  12  W 

SW.NE.  &  SE.  fractional  1  of  NW.  lYaetional 

1  1,  2S.  16  VV. 
VV.  part  of  NW.  fractional  i  7,  2  N.  10  W.. . 
NW.  fractional  i  29,  0  N.  12  VV 


SW.  lof  SW.  128,  1  N.  15  VV. 
E.  1  SE.  1  11,  10  S. -29  VV 


VV.  1  SW.  1  12,10  8.29  VV. 
W.  4SE.  1  11,10  S.29  W.. 
E.  ISVV.  1  11,  10  S.29  VV.. 
E.  1  NW.  1  11,  10  S. '29  W. 
W.  1  SW.  17,  11  S.  25  VV.. 
E.  1  NW.  17,  11  S.  25  W... 
E.  1  SW.  17,  U  S.  25  VV   .. 


<9cres. 
42.62 

43,49 

40.00 

40.00 

34.25 


47.04 
37.31 
80.00 


1.72 


55.00 
42.41 


80.00 


48.00 


57.24 
40.00 


80.00 
80.00 


80.00 
63.13 

102.95 

113,63 

65.54 
29.68 

40.00 
80.00 

80.00 
80. GO 
80.00 
80.00 
80.00 
80.00 
80.00 


S53  28 
54  36 
50  00 
50  00 
42  81 


58  80 
46  63 
100  00 


68  75 
53  00 


100  00 


71  05 
50  00 


100  00 
100  00 


78.48 

98  10 

52.73 

65  91 

65.40 

81  75 

68.33 

85  41 

23  70 

29  62 

49.73 

62  16 

50.29 

62  86 

34.89 

43  61 

42.41 

53  00 

69.69 

87  22 

63.20 

79  00 

80.00 

100  00 

Cause  of  suspension. 


100  00 
78  91 

1-28  68 

142  03 

81  93 
'37  10 

50  00 
100  00 

100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 


For  want  of  plat  of  subdivision. 
Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

For  want  of  plat  of  subdivision,  and  certificate  to  bi'  re- 
turned for  correction  in  description  of  the  tract,  viz:  lo 
be  staled  whellier  north  or  south  of  Arkansas  river. 
For  want  of  plat  of  subdivision. 

Do.  do. 

This  tract  haiing  been  located  January  24,  1839,   by  a 
decree  of  llie  superior  court,  in  the  name  of  Antoine 
Hernandes,  per  certificate  No    36,  the  sale  is  therefore 
erroneous. 
Quantity  does  not  agree  with  plat;  sujipended  for  expla- 
nation. 
For  want  of  plai  of  subdivision. 
This  tract  appears  to  be  short  paid;  from  the  plat  in  this 

office  lot  No.  3  contains  S4.02  acres. 
Suspended  for  explanation;  on  the  SE.  y  of  SE.  ^  31  is 
written  on  the  plat  improvement,  and  on  tlie   SW.  | 
of  SW.  i  32  is  written  pre-emption. 
This  certificate  is  erroneously  issued.    A  patent  «ill  lie 
issued  upon  the  certificate  issued  for  the  location  of  tlie 
decree  of  the  superior  court. 
For  want  of  plat  of  subdivision. 

The  NE.  r  of  this  section  has  been  patented  to  Hugh 
IVIcCk'lland,  November  27,  1820,  as  liounly  land,  per 
warrant  No.  22,154. 
For  want  of  plat  of  subdivision. 

For  want  of  plat  of  subdivision,  and  certificate  to  be  re- 
turned for  correction  in  description  of  the  tract,  viz  :  to 
be  stated  whether  north  or  south  of  Arkansas  river. 
Do.  do.  do. 

Do.  do.  do. 

Do.  do.  do. 

Do.  do.  do. 

Suspended,  and  to  be  returned  for  correction  in  descrip- 
tion of  the  tract,  viz :  SW.  fractional  ^  9  S.  Arkansas 
river,  5  S.  9  W. 
For  want  of  plat  of  subdivision. 
Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Tlie   \E.  ^  of  this   section    patented   to  Joseph   Tuttle, 
brother  and  heir-at-law  of  .Abraham  Tuttle,  deceased, 
(as  bounty  land,  per  warrant  No.  26,543.) 
Suspended  for  explanation.    On  the  township  plat  is  writ- 
ten Diike''s  field  in  the  above  tract. 
Suspended,  to  be  returned  for  correction  in  the  description 
of  plat,  viz  :  (SW.  fractional  35  N.  Arkansas  river,)  4  S. 
10  W. 
The  area  of  this  tract  not  stated  on  township  plat,  and  in 

marked  pre-emption,  (explanation  re(|nired.) 
For  want  of  plat  of  subdivision. 


For  want  of  townsliip  plat. 

There  must  be  an  error  ia  the  area  of  this  tract. 

township  plat.) 
For  want  of  township  plat. 


(See 


These  tracts  contain  salt  licks,  and  the  purchase  money 
directed  to  be  refunded. 


Returned  fur  correction,  tliere  being  a  deficiency  in  each 
tract.  Repayments  directed  to  be  made  to  the  purcliasers 
for  the  deficiency  in  their  respective  tracts,  April  14, 1827. 


ELIJAH  HAYWARD. 


Gener.vl  Land  Office,  February  2G,1S34. 
VOL,    VI 119   E 
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PUBLIC    LANDS. 


[No.   1197. 


B. 

Statement  of  lands  sold  in  the  district  of  Balesmlle,  Arkansas  Territor,,,  the  patents  for  ^ohich  hace  been  sus- 
pended exiuhitinr,  the  name  of  the  purchaser,  the  quantity  of  each  imrdiase,  and  the  reasons  which  have 
induced  the  susjJnsion  of  the' patents,  as  required  by  the  resdutum  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1834. 


Tn  whose  favor  issued. 


Tract  purchased. 


Uuaiuity. 


Purcliase 
money. 


12 
15 

50 
6» 
73 
74 

76 
77 
79 
103 
106 

108 
109 
111 


115 
118 

119 
120 
126 

127 
128 
129 
130 
133 

144 
145 
148 


Baz.l  A.  Bovan I  VV.  J  SW.  J  9,  20  N.  1  E.. 

Thomas  Peel j  W.  J  NE.  i  26,  13N.7  W. 

Samuel  Caruthers j  E.  J  SE.  i23,  16  N.  4  W... 

P.  G.  Magness  and  R.  Searcy,  NE.  J  10,  13  N.  6  W.. 
James  Raney 


.do. 


VV.  i  SE. 
S.  i  Nli. 


i4,  16  N.  3  VV., 
:  4,  16  N.  3  W.. 


Lett  Davis E.  JNW.  118,  19N.  2  W 

Thomas  l).iker E.  J  SVV.  J  29,  19  N.  2  W 

Joseph  Hnrden SE.  J  36,  12  N.  5  VV 

Thomas  Moore E.  J  fractional  24,  (SW.  river,)  13  N.  7  W 

George  VV.  Ferebee E.  fractional  part  of  the  S.  J  of  SE.  J  31, 

(NVV.  river,)  13N.  5  W. 

George  Bentley SW.i33,6N.  16  VV 

EliBentley SE.  J  3,  5  N.  16  W 

George  Bentley S.  J  SE.  i  32,  6  N.  16  W 


William  Russell N.  fractional  part  of  the  N.  J  2,  (N.  Ark. 

river,)  1  N.  12  VV. 

do I  NE.  fractional  J  (N.  Ark.  river)  3, 1  N.  12  \V 

James  Marrs i  N.  J  NE.  J  1,  15  N.  4  VV 


Thomas  Culp N.  }  NW.  J  1,  15  N.  4  VV. 

John  Caruthers E.  i  SE.  i  31,  16  N.  3  VV. 

Elisha  VV^ilburn 

do 

Samuel  Carnahan  .... 

do 

James  Pycat 

Jacob  Pycatt 


Joah  Harden 

do 

Lavinia  Colville. 


149 

160 
236 

232 

233 

236 

237 

238 

240 

241 

242 
243 

M6 
327 

328 


.do. 


NE.  fractional  J  (N.  Ark.  river)  5, 5  N.  16  W. 

NW.  14)5  N.  16  W 

NW.  fr.ictional  J  5,  2  N.  13  W 

E.  i  SW.i32,  3N.  13  W 

NW.  1  32,  3N.  13  VV 

SIV.  fractional  i  31,  (N.  Ark.  river,)  3  N. 

13  VV. 

SW.  fractional  1  12,  10  N.  11  W 

NE.  fr.actional  i  11,  10  N.  11  VV 

SE.  fractional  i  24,  (N.  Arkansas  river,)  3 

N.  14  VV. 


John  McElmurry. 
Samuel  Taylor. ,. 


Armstrong  and  Sevier . 


.do. 


Archibald  Mcllenry 

do 

Mathers  and  Sevier 

William  Russell 

do 


.do. 
.do. 


Simon  Price 

do 

Thomas  McKnight. 


NE.  fractional  J  25,  (N.  Arkansas  river,)  3 

N.  14  W. 

NE.  fractional  124,  5N.  15  W 

NVV.  fractional  ~  13,  (S.  Arkansas  river,) 

3  N.  14  W. 
NW.  fractional  J-  6,  (S.  Arkansas  river,)  2 

N.  13  VV.) 
NE.  fractional  1,  (S.  Arkansas  river,)  2  N. 

14  VV. 

N.  fractional  \  8,  (S.  Arkansas  river,)  2  N. 

13  W. 
SW.  fractional  i  9,  (S.  Arkansas  river,)  2 

N.  13  W. 
Fractional  part  of  1,  (S.  Arkansas  river,)  5 

N.  15  VV. 
Fractional  section  2,  (S.  Arkansas  river,) 

1  N.  12  VV. 
S.  fractional  part  of  NE.  i  3,  (S.  Arkansas 

river,)  1  N.  12  W. 
NW.  1  12,  (S.  Arkansas  river,)  5  N.  15  W 
E.  J  section  12,  (S.  Arkansas  river.)  5  N. 

15  W. 

SW.  fractional  J  23,  8  N.  14  VV 

SE.  fractional  J- 21,8  N.  14  W 

W.  J  NW.  122,  18  N.2  VV 


Jicres. 

80.00 
78.90 
80.00 
160.00 
80.00 
80.00 

80.00 
80.00 
160.00 
278.80 
74.69 

160.00 

160.00 

80.00 

140.43 

23.64 
80.40 


80.00 
148.04 
160.00 
81.21 
80.00 
160.00 
155.83 

141.65 
44.24 
108.93 


154.74 

12.90 
25.00 

10.45 

71.63 

240.66 
85.12 

137.98 

95.70 

95.63 

160.00 
104.45 

91.05 
3.24 

80.00 


Cause  of  suspension. 


,9100  00 

98  62 
100  00 
200  00 
100  00 
100  00 

100  00 
100  00 
200  00 
348  50 
93  37 

200  00 
200  00 
100  00 


29  59 
100  50 

99  84 

100  00 
185  05 
200  00 

101  52 
100  00 
200  00 
194  79 

177  06 
55  30 
136  15 


16  12 
31  25 

13  06 

89  53 

300  82 

106  40 

173  47 

119  62 

119  53 

200  00 
130  56 

113  81 

4  05 
100  00 


For  want  of  assignment. 

Do. 

Do. 
For  want  of  assignment  and  pre-emption  certificate. 
For  want  of  assignment. 

For  want  of  assignment.    This  tract  is  not  subdi- 
vided according  to  law  ;  explanation  required. 
For  want  of  assignment. 

Do. 

Do. 

Uo. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
For  want  of  .assignment.    This  tract  is  not  divided 

according  to  law;  explanation  required. 
For  want  of  assignment. 

Do. 
For  want  of  assignment.    This  tract  is  not  divided 

according  to  law  ;  explanation  required. 
For  want  of  assignment. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
For  want  of  assignment  and  pre-emption  certificate. 

For  want  of  assignment. 
Do. 

Claimed  in  right  of  her  husband,  Andrew  Colville, 
deceased.  Suspended  for  the  following  cause, 
viz:  On  the  back  of  the  pre-emption  certificate 
appears  the  affidavit  of  l^amuel  C.  Roan,  stating 
that  Lavinia  Coh-in  is  the  only  legal  representa- 
tive of  Jlndrew  Colvin^  deceased.  There  is  required, 
in  this  case,  a  certificate  from  the  clerk  of  the 
court,  staling  that  Lavinia  Colville  is  the  only  legal 
representative  of  Andrew  Colville,  deceased. 
Do. 

For  want  of  assignment  and  pre-emption  certificate. 
Do.  do. 


Do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

Do. 

do 

r  want  of  assignment. 

Do. 

For  want  of  assignment  and  pre-emption  certificate. 
Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

For  want  of  assignment.  This  entry  is  illegal;  pur- 
chase money  directed  to  be  refunded,  January  24, 
1827. 


1834.] 
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B. — Slali'inail  of  landA  sold  in  Ihr  district  of  Batr.-iri/le,  Ar^a)>sa!i  Drriton/^  d'-r. — ('(iMtiiiiied. 


a 
C 

111  whose  lavor  issued. 

Trart  purchased. 

Uuantity. 

Purchase 

Cause  of  suspeiiMon. 

o 
Z 

money. 

JJcres. 

.•vw 

Benoni  Stafford 

Heirs  of  William  I>.  Siiiims, 
deceased.* 

E.  i  SE.  '  3-1,  13  N.  7  W 

80.00 
853.80 

SI  00  00 
316  00 

For  want  of  aesijinniciit  and  prc-eiiiption  certificate. 

151 

W.  S  fractional  12,  1  N.  U  W 

i:.2   do 

SE.  fractional  i  12,  I  N.  11  W 

132.30 
161.23 

165  37 
201  54 

NW.  '  30    13  N.  0  W 

For  want  of  assignment. 
Do. 

fi"? 

:do...: 

do 

SE.  '  25,  13  N.  6  W     

160,00 
160.00 

200  00 
200  00 

6S 

NE.  i  29,  15  N.  3  W 

For  want  of  certilicate  of  magistracy  to  assignment. 

(Signed  Thomas  Curraii  and  George  Rnddell,  jiis 
tices  of  the  peace.) 

136 

James  Miller 

E.  fractional  ^  of  fractional  section  5,  (N. 
Arkansas  river,)  2  N.  13  W. 

219.51 

274  39 

For  want  of  assignment. 

26 

Josiah  Cravens,  assignee  of 
S.  S.  Hall. 

W.  ;  S W.  i  33,  18  N.  1  W 

80.00 

100  00 

from  Garret  to  Hall.     (Signed  Spencer  Craven, 

J.  P.) 

lfi-2 

William  Ru?scl! 

132  31 

165  38 

Suspended  for  correction  in  description  of  the  tract, 
viz:  W.  fractional  ^  7,  (N.  Arkansas  river,)  5  N. 

14  VV. 

466 

Rebecca  Stuart 

Abijah  O'Neal 

W.  !  SE.  ;  97.  17  N.  2  W 

80.00 
14.73 

100  00 
18  41 

468 

Fractional  8,  (N.  Wiiite  river,)  14  N.  8  W. 

Do. 

46» 

NW. fractional  ^  5,  (S.  White  river,)  13  N. 
8  W. 

53.78 

67  22 

Do. 

470 

Peyton  R.  Pitman 

N.  fractional  i  6,  (X.  Current  nver,)  31  N. 
3E. 

76.48 

95  60 

Do. 

474 

Lorenzo  D.  Lafferty 

E.  ;  NE.  J  8,  14  N.  8  W 

80.00 
80.00 
80.00 

100  00 
100  00 
100  00 

Do. 

476 

E.  '  SE.  '  32,4N.4E 

Do. 

473 

VV.  J  N  W.  '  22,  18  N.  2  W   

been  refunded  to  Thomas  McKnight,  who  errone- 
ously entered  this  tract.  (See  certificate  No.  .328.) 

477 

Matthew  Smith 

W.  tractional  ;  SW.  131,  4  N.  4E 

104.00 

130  00 

For  want  of  township  plat. 

478     John  L .  Cochran 

E.  J  N W.  '  29,  20  \.  3  E   

80.00 
80.00 

100  00 
100  00 

Do. 

479  1  Isaac  Murray 

W.  i  SW.  i21,20  N.  3E 

Do. 

480     Thomas  Widenian 

E.  '  NE    *  30,  11  N.  2  W   

80.00 
93.72 

100  00 
117  15 

Do. 

484     Joseph  Taylor 

W.  fractional  J  Ifi,  (N.  White  river,)  13  N. 

Do. 

8  W. 

■iSS     [gaac  Gray 

487     Joseph  Taylor 

493     James  Knotts...' 

W.  ;  NE.  '  36,  8  N.  4  W 

80.00 
152.91 

84,47 

100  00 
191  33 
105  58 

Do. 

SE.  fractional  '  16,  13  N.  8  W 

Do. 

VV.  fractional  J  NW.  fractional  i  31,  20  N. 

Do. 

3E. 

SE.  fractional  ;  2*',  12  N.  3  W 

143.03 

178  78 

For  want  of  township  plat,  and  certificate  of  magis- 

tracy to  assignment  frrnn  Trimble  to  Dickerson, 

dated  Dec.  23, 1824,  (signed  Nat  Dickerson,  J.  P.) 

sni 

80.00 
5.40 

100  00 
6  75 

For  want  of  township  plat. 
Do. 

502 

Abiiah  O'Neal 

Fractional  section  7,  14  N.  B  W 

506     William  B.  Walker 

43., 30 
92.18 

54  12 
115  22 

Do. 

Do. 

509  :  Daniel  Harkleroad 

Part  No.  1,  SW.  fractional  i  31,  4  N.  8  E.. . 
Part  of  SE.  fractional  i  18,  (W.  St.  Fran- 
cis river,)  5  N.  4  E. 

80.00 

100  00 

Do. 

511     Thomas  B   White 

48  85 

61  06 

Do 

E.  ;  NE.  ;  21,2  N.  5  E 

80.00 
80.00 
65.63 

100  00 
100  00 
82  03 

Do. 

523  '  Weldon  Van  Winkle 

E.  J  SW.  i21,  3  N.  6  E 

Do. 

524     Alfred  G.  W.  Davis 

Part  of  NE.  fractional  i  28,  (W.  St.  Fran- 

Do. 

cis  river,)  4  N.  4  E. 

505     Samuel  Caruthers 

IV.  fractional  J  of  NW.  fractional  i  4,  10 
N.  6  W. 

87.18 

108  97 

For  correction  in  quantity. 

526     Radford   Ellis,  assignor  of 

NW.  i36,6N.  17  W 

160.00 

200  00 

For  want  of  township  plat. 

Robert  Bean. 

527     Joshua  Fletcher 

E.  fractional  J  section  8,  4  N.  8  E 

78,84 

98  55 

Do. 

533     Dan'l  Duckworth  i  Michael 

NE.  fractional  '  2,  19  N.  2  E    

133.02 

166  27 

Do. 

Shaver. 

536 
467 

E.  i  NE.  i25  1,  N.  11  W 

E.  1  NE.  i  33,  14  N.  4  W 

80.00 
80.00 

100  00 
100  00 

Do. 

March  6,  1833,  addressed  to  the  register. 

471 

Uriah  Smith 

John   Bridges,  John  Wells, 

W.  ;  SE.  '  2,  18  N.  2  W 

80.00 
80.00 

100  00 
100  00 

Do.                                  do. 

472 

E.  1  S W.  ;  2,  18  N.  2  W 

Do.                                  do. 

and  William  Jarrelt. 

475 

John  Johnson 

W.  1  NE.  i  1.3,  6  N.  3  E 

80.00 

100  00 

Do.                                  do. 

4R| 

Richard  M.  Sanders 

SW.  fractional  '6   10  N.  o8  VV 

149.92 
63  77 
42.24 

187  40 
79  71 
52  80 

Do.                                  do. 

4H2 

Matthew  Adams 

Pearson  Brearly 

NW.  fractional  '  7,  18  N.  13  W 

Do.                                  do. 

483 

NE.  fractional  |  30,  (S.  .\rkaiisas  river,)  7 

Do.                                  do. 

N.  20  W. 

485      William  Johnson 

NW.  fractional  J  27,  (N.  While  river,)  13 

90.00 

112  00 

Do.                                     do. 

N.  6  VV. 

488 

John  Nicks 

SE.  fractional  1  13,6  N.  19  VV 

128. Of 

157  83 

Do.                                     do. 

♦  Evidence  is  required  tliat  Robert  Crittenden,  who  makes  the  assignment  to  Simms,  is  the  lepally  autliorized  administrator  of  Wm.  J.  Orr.  deceased, 
in  whose  favor  the  pre-emption  rertificate  issued.  The  assignment  is  without  a  witness,  or  acknowledgment  before  a  magitiirate.  This  is  also  required. 
Thtj  patent  certificate  has  issued  to  the  heirs  of  William  O.  Sminis,  deceased.  The  rcsister  is  required  in  this  and  all  similar  cases  to  write  tlie  names  of 
all  the  heirs  or  representatives  in  the  body  of  the  certificate,  and  to  be  accompanied  with  proof  of  heirship. 
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B,Slatement  of  lai}ds  mJd  in  the  district  of  BatesviUe,  Ark-ansas  Territonj,  rf-r.— Continued. 


490 
491 


494 
495 
496 
497 
498 
499 
500 

503 
504 
505 
508 
510 

512 
514 
515 
516 
517 
518 
519 
520 
521 
522 
528 
529 
630 
531 
532 
534 
535 
167 


In  whose  favor  issued. 


John  Rogers 


VVm.  P.  Moore  and  Arelii- 
bald  Sliarp. 

Jinkin  Williams 

David  Kover 

Jolin  J.  Nicholson 

do 

do 

do 

William  Martin 

do 


James  Campbell 

Robert  Smith 

Thomas  Wells 

William  M.  Fulkerson  , 
Samuel  Hixon 


John  Varvil 

David  Craighead . . . 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Peter  G.  Rives 

do 

John  H.  Blackwell. 
John  Troy 


Tract  purchased. 


.do. 


Fielding  Stubblefield 

do 

Robert  S.  Gibson 

Josepli  H.  Egner 

The  whole  number  of  suspe 


Fractional  section  9,  8  N.  26  W, 


NW.  fraction.al  J  7,  10  N.  28  W., 


Quantity. 


No.  2  of  N  W.  fractional  i  6,  8  N.  29  W. . 

E.  J  NE.  io.'),  2  N.  12  W 

E.  i  NE.  i3,  8N.  26  W 

SE.  fractional  i  3,  8  N.  26  W 

S W.  fractional  i  3,  8  N.  26  W 

SE.  fractional  J  4;  8  N.  26  W 

N W.  fractional  i  4;  »  N.  26  W 

Fractional  5,  (N.  Arkansas  river,)  8  N. 

26  W. 

W.  1  SW.  i26,  18N.  2  W 

E.  J  S  W.  1  11,  18  N.  2  W 

W.  i  NW.  13,  18N.2  W 

W.  J  N W.  J  25,  5  N.  3  E 

PE.  fractional  i  5,  (S.  Arkansas  river,)  8 

N.  26  W. 

W.  J  S W.  i  24,  5  N.  3  E 

W.  J  SE.  i28,  II  N.  11  E 

Fractional  section  20,  11  N.  11  E 

S.  fractional  i  19,  11  N.  11  E 

E.  iSW.  1  19,  UN.  11  E 

W.  J  NW.  i  IS,  11  N.  11  E 

W.  1  NE.  i30,  11  N.  11  E 

E.  i  NW.  i30,  11  N.  11  E 

E.  JSW.  134,  UN.  11  E 

NE.  fractional  1  4,  10  N.  11  E 

W.  i  SE.  1  8,  5  N.  3  E 

W.  1  SW.  118, 11  N.  U  E 

W.  J  NW.  1  19,  U  N.  U  E 

NW.  fractional  i  Ij  21*  N.  2  W 

W.  i  SW.  1  12,  20  N.2  W 

NE.  fractional  i  13,  8  N.  32  W 

W.  i  NW.  15,  U  N.  U  E 

nded  patents  for  tracts  purchased  in  Arkan 


*9cres. 
70.99 


80.00 
80.00 
80.00 
83.53 
64.69 
14.20 
90.57 
10.13 

80.00 
80.00 
80.00 
80.00 
25.06 

80.00 
80.00 
62.06 

306.98 
80.00 
80.00 
80.00 
80.00 
80.00 

102.93 
80.00 
80.00 
80.00 

150.20 
80.00 

134.79 

80.00 

sas  terrilo 


Purchase 
money. 


$88  73 

187  45 

100  00 
100  00 

100  00 

101  41 
80  86 
17  75 

113  01 
12  66 

100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
31  32 

100  00 
100  00 
77  57 
383  72 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
128  66 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
187  75 
100  00 
168  48 
100  00 


Cause  of  suspension. 


For  cause  of  suspension,  see  letter  herewith  dated 
March  6,  1832,  addressed  to  the  register. 
Do.  do. 


no. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


^o. 
do. 
do. 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


General  Land  Office,  Feftnian/ 26,  1834. 


ELIJAH  HAYWAItD. 


C. 

Grneral  Land  Office,  March  6,  1832. 

Sir:  On  pxamination  of  yimr  letuiii  of  lands  sold  and  the  certificates  accompanying  it,  for  tlie  month 
of  October,  1831,  it  appears  that  certificates  Nos.  531  and  .532,  in  favor  of  Fielding  Stubblefield,  for  the 
northwest  fractional  quarter  1,  20  north  2  west,  and  the  west  half  of  southwest  quarter  12,  20  north  2 
west,  have  been  heretofore  returned  to  this  office  as  pre-emptions,  the  first  granted  to  Bazil  Gofortli,  and 
the  latter  to  William  Looney,  and  the  tracts  had  been  marked  on  the  township  plats  as  such,  but  no  patent 
appears  to  have  issued  in  cither  case,  and  it  is  believed  that  those  claims  are  forfeited.  You  have,  liow- 
evcr,  omitted  to  state  the  facts  on  the  certificates;  and  presuming  there  may  be  others  in  similar  situations, 
I  have  caused  them  to  be  suspended,  together  with  many  others,  until  you  were  advised  thereof. 

You  will  please  transmit  a  statement  as  soon  as  possible  in  e,\|>lai)ation  of  the  above  and  all  others 
which  may  have  issued  in  like  manner,  and  in  future  to  state  such  facts  on  the  certificates  when  issued. 
I  am,  &c., 

ELIJAH  HAYWARD. 
H.  BoswELL,  Esq.,  Rcginlcr  at  Batesville,  Arkansas. 


1834.1  GRANT    OF    LAND    TO    OHIO    FOR   A    RAILROAD.  949 


23n    Congress.]  -No.    1198  [1st  Session. 

ON  THE   APPLICATION   OF  A    SETTLER    ON  LAND   RESERVED  FOR    iMILlTARY  PURPOSES 

FOR  A  PRE-EMPTION  RIGHT. 

COMMUMT-^TED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    EEPRESENT.\TIVES    .M.M'.rll    4,     1834. 

Mr.  C.  JoHXsoN,  iVoiii  the  Cuminittec  un  Private  Land  Claims,  to  wIkhii  was  rel'erreil  the  petition  of  Jcihii 

Knagg,  reported : 

The  petitioner  alleges  that  he  is  a  eiti/.eu  (if  AVood  county,  Ohio,  and  that  he  resides  on  the  military 
reserve  north  of  tlie  Maumee  river,  and  aiJeg'es  that  the  same  was  inijiroved  ami  oeeni.iied  as  early  as  1815 
by  Peter  Moore;  that  he  purchased  the  right  of  Peter  !Moore  in  IS'29,  and  has  resided  on  tlie  land  since. 
lie  alleges  that  his  improvements  arc  worth  $180,  and  that  land  in  tlje  same  neighboriiood  is  oflered  for 
sale  liy  the  public  at  §1  2.5  per  acre,  and  asks  the  right  of  pre-em]ition.  Upon  examination,  it  appears 
that,  under  the  act  passed  27th  day  of  April,  1810,  the  Secretary  of  War  was  authorized  to  have  reserved 
from  sale  any  lands  tliat  were  deemed  necessary  for  military  purposes,  and  two  reservations  were  made, 
one  designated  No.  17,  for  100  75  acres,  and  the  other  numbered  18,  for  94.25,  and  that  said  petitioner 
resides  upon  one  of  the  reserves  in  the  neighborhood  of  Perrysburg.  The  committee  ar£  of  opinion  that 
said  Knaggs  is  differently  situated  from  other  settlers  upon  the  public  lands;  the  present  applicant  has 
become  the  purchaser  of  an  occupancy  upon  a  tract  of  the  public  land  specilically  set  apart  by  law  for 
public  purposes,  and  for  tiio  use  of  the  fort  in  its  neig'hborlniod;  and,  in  addition  to  this,  the  reservation 
is  in  a  thickly  settled  neighborhood  in  Ohio,  and  its  value  has  been  probably  increased  by  the  reservation 
of  that  tract  so  long  from  sale.  The  committee  do  not  therefore  think  that  the  applicant  is  entitled  to  the 
usual  benefits  extended  to  settlers 

Upon  inquiry  at  tlie  AVar  Department,  it  is  ascertained  that  the  reservations  made  by  the  act  of  1816 
are  no  longer  necessary  for  public  purposes,  and  the  conniiittee  therefore  introduce  a  bill  authorizing  the 
President  to  cause  said  reservations  to  be  sold. 


23d  Coxc.ress.I  No.    1199.  [1st  Session. 


APPLICATION  OF  OHIO  FOR  A  GRANT  OF  LAND  TO  AID  IX  THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  THE 

LAKE  ERIE  AND  MAD  RIVER  RAILROAD. 

COMMl'XICATEIl  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REIT.ESEXT.UIVES  M.\RCII  5,    1834. 
PREAMBLE  AND  RESOLUTIONS  relative  to  the  Mad  River  and  Eriu  Railroad. 

Whereas  by  an  act. of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio  pa.ssed  January  7,  1832,  entitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  the  Mad  River  and  Lake  Erie  Railroad  Company,"  with  power  to  construct  a 
railway  or  road  from  Dayton  to  Springfield,  thence  to  Urbana,  thence  to  Bellefontainc,  thence  to  Upper 
Sandusky,  thence  to  or  near  Tiffin,  thence  to  or  near  Lower  Sandusky,  thence  to  the  town  of  Sandusky; 
which  road,  if  constructed,  will,  tlio  greater  part  of  it,  pass  through  a  country  of  excellent  soil,  and,  at 
present,  but  Ihinlj-  peopled;  and  as  the  construction  of  such  a  road  will  not  only  contribute  to  tiic 
conveniencies  and  advantage  of  the  citizens  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  line,  but  also  of  the 
western  part  of  the  State  generally,  by  opening  to  them  easy  communication  with  tlie  lake,  and  free  access 
to  the  northern  market;  and  will,  moreover,  greatly  increase  the  taxable  property  of  the  State  by  inducing 
the  speedy  settlement  of  a  large  portion  of  the  State,  and  by  increasing  tlie  facilities  to  her  citizens  for 
trade  and  commerce,  and  will  not  only  bring  earlier  into  market  the  unsold  land  belonging  to  the  general 
government,  many  tracts  of  which  are  now  absolutely  unsaleable,  but  will  also  generally  increase  the 
value  of  such  as  are  saleable;  affording,  at  the  same  time,  facilities  to  the  general  government  for  the 
transportation  of  the  mail,  and,  in  case  of  war,  of  provisions  and  munitions  of  war.  And  whereas,  also,  by 
the  report  of  the  engineer  detailed  for  the  service  by  the  general  government,  it  appears  that  the  route 
proposed  is  very  favorable,  and  that  a  railroad  may  be  constructed  upon  it  at  a  comparatively  small 
expense;  and  it  being  now  represented  to  this  general  assembly  that  an  amount  of  stock  of  the  said 
company  has  already  been  subscribed  sufficient  to  justify  the  commencement  of  the  work  during  the 
present  year,  and  the  ultimate  completion  of  it,  if  it  shall  receive  that  encouragement  which  its  great 
importance  and  usefulness  demands  of  it,  the  State  of  Ohio,  although  true  to  her  policy  of  fostering  and 
encouraging  internal  improvements,  is  unable,  at  this  time,  to  contribute  to  the  work  out  of  her  treasury 
so  as  to  render  to  the  said  company  an  equivalent  for  the  benefits  which  will  be  conferred  by  it  on  the 
State;  but  as  the  general  government  will  derive  immediate  benefit  from  it  in  the  manner  hereinbefore 
mentioned,  and  in  other  respects,  and  has  the  ability  to  contribute  by  making  to  the  said  corporation  a 
grant  of  land  which  would  be  of  great  value  to  the  incorporation;  and  by  giving  which  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States  instead  of  suffering  diminution  would  be  in  as  good  if  not  a  better  situation.     Therefore — 

Resolved,  by  the  general  assemhbj  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  That  our  senators  in  Congress  be,  and  tliey  are 
herebj',  instructed,  and  our  representatives  in  Congress  requested,  to  endeavor  to  procure  the  passage  of 
an  act  of  Congress  granting  a  quantity  of  land  to  aid  the  said  company  in  making  said  railroad;  the  lands 
to  be  granted  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  Congress  in  their  wisdom  may  think  proper. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  forward  to  each  of  our  senators  and 
representatives  in  Congress  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolutions. 

JOHN  H.  KEITH,  SpeaL-eroftheHou.-'eofReijrcscntatives. 
DAVID  T.  mSSEY,  Sjjeaker  of  the  Senate. 

February  5,  1834. 


950  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  1201. 


23d  CoNGiiEss.]  No.    1200.  [1st  Session. 

APPLICATION  OF  INDIANA  FOR  A  GRANT  OF  LAND  TO  AID  IN  THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF 
A  CANAL  OR  RAILROAD  FROM  LAWRENCEBURG,  TO  CONNECT  THE  WABASH  AND 
ERIE  CANAL  WITH  THE  OHIO  RIVER,  AND  TO  THE  SOUTH  BEND  OF  ST.  JOSEPH'S 
RIVER. 

COMMrXICATED    TO    THE    HOl'SE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES  MARCH  .5,    1834. 
A  JOINT  MEMORIAL  and  rt solution  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

To  flie  Smale  a»d  Eouxe  of  Hepresenlativcs  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled: 

Your  memorialists,  the  g-eneral  assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  respectfully  represent:  That 
between  Lawrenceburg-,  on  the  Ohio  river,  and  the  Wabash  and  Erie  Canal,  in  a  direction  to  the  southern 
bend  of  tiie  St.  Joseph's  river,  there  is  a  vast  tract  of  fertile  soil,  intersected  by  no  navigable  streams, 
and  without  roads  or  other  facilities  of  communication;  that  the  countr}',  for  about  half  the  distance,  is 
but  thinly  inhabited,  and  that  the  land  belong's  chiefly  to  the  general  government,  and  unless  the  means 
of  intercourse  are  furnished  must  remain  unsold  and  unsettled  for  many  years  to  come;  therefore  your 
memorialists  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  conduce  no  less  to  the  advantage  of  the  general  government 
than  to  this  State  to  make  the  State  of  Indiana  a  liberal  donation  in  lands  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a 
canal  or  railroad  to  connect  the  above-named  important  points. 

Resolved,  That  our  senators  and  re[iresentativcs  in  Congress  be  requested  to  use  their  best  exertions 
to  obtain    the  ol)ject  of  the  above  memorial. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  requested  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  foregoing'  memorial 
and  resolution  to  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress. 

N.  B.  PALMER,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Eepresentaiives. 
DAVID  WALLACE,  President  of  the  Senate. 


Approved  January  30,  1834. 


N.  NOBLE. 


2oD  Congress.]  No.    1201.  [1st  Session 

APPLICATION  OF  LOUISIANA  FOR  A  GRANT  OF  LAND  TO  REIMBURSE  THE  EXPENSE  OF 
ERECTING  A  LEVEE  ON  THE  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER,  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  POINTE  COUPEE. 

COMMUXIC,\TEn    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REI'RESENTATIVES    MARCH    5,    1834. 

Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Poiiite  Coupee  have  undertaken,  at  a  very  great  expense, 
the  creation  of  a  dyke  or  levee  through  the  cut-off  point  in  their  parish,  by  means  of  which  works  an 
immense  ([uantity  of  lands,  the  greatest  part  of  which  are  the  property  of  the  general  government,  as 
well  in  the  said  parish  as  those  of  St.  Landry,  St.  Martin,  St.  Mary,  West  Baton  Rouge,  and  Iberville, 
La  Fourche  Interior  and  Terrebonne,  shall  be  forever  protected  against  the  annual  inundation  at  the 
increase  of  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi: 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  7-q)resentatives  of  the  Stale  of  Louisiana  in  general  assembly 
convened.  That  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress  be  requested  to  obtain  from  the  general 
government  a  cession  of  such  a  portion  of  the  public  lands  in  the  parish  of  Pointe  Coupee  as  may  seem 
to  be  a  just  indemnity  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  parish  for  the  expense  incurred  by  them  in  erecting  the 
levee  on  and  for  the  protection  of  the  public  lands. 

Be  it  further  resolved,  d-c.,  Tliat  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress  be  requested  to  call 
tiic  attention  of  the  general  government  to  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  entering  into  stipulations 
with  the  Mexican  government,  by  which  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  may  recover  their  runaway 
slaves  that  may  find  shelt(M-  in  tiio  Mexican  territory. 

Atid  be  it  further  resolved,  d-c ,  That  the  governor  of  this  State  shall,  as  soon  as  possible,  transmit  the 
present  resolutions  to  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress. 

ALCEE  LA  BRANCHE,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
C.  DERBIGNY,  President  of  the  Senate. 


Approved  February  2f>,  1833. 


A.  B.  ROMAN,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 
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23n    CoxGRKss.1  No.    1202.  [Isr  Sk..=sion^ 

APPLICATION   OF   (iEOlICLV    IX    DELATION  TO   A  PROPER   DISPOSITION    OF  THE  PFPLIC 

LANDS. 

CllM.MUMCATED    To    THE    JIOUSE    (IF    REPRESEXTATIVES    MAl'.CH    5,     1834. 

Executive  DKrAUTMEXT,  GEORiiiA,  ilillrdijrrille,  Jaiiiianj  1,  ls:U, 

Sir:   In  coinjiliaiice  with  the  riMiucst  cnntaiinMl  in  a  resolution  tiiorfto  appended,  1   have  the  iioiior  to 
transmit  to  yuu  a  copy  of  a  report  embracing-  the  views  of  the  public  authnrities  of  (Jeorgia  in  relation 
to  proposals  for  disposin.s;  of  llie  public  lands  belonging  to  tlie  United  States. 
Verv  resjiectfully,  vour  oliedii'iit  servant, 

WILSON  LUMPKIN, 
lion.  Thomas   F.   Foster. 


IN  SENATE. 

The  Cominitlce  on  Uic  xla/e  of  the  njnihltc,  to  whom  iras  referred  go  mueli  of  the  gorernor'K  mesmge  as  relate^; 
to  the  resolutions  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  the  report  and  rettolutions  thereon,  by  the  leijialature  of  the 
State  of  Jra^sachusetts.  on  IJie  <;ubjeet  of  the  pulilic  land.-f  of  the  Cnited  Staler,  have  attended  to  the  duty 
assigned  them,  and  beg  leaee  to  mate  tlie  following  report: 

That  without  specifically  inquiring  into  the  means  by  whicli  the  United  States  government  became 
possessed  of  the  public  lands,  or  the  causes  whicli,  after  the  war  of  the  revolution,  induced  several  of  the 
States  to  transfer  to  that  government  all,  or  a  great  portion  of  their  unoccupied  lands,  under  certain 
limitations  and  restrictions  specified  in  tlie  several  deeds  of  cession  or  relinquishment,  your  committee 
deem  it  sufficient  to  state  that  those  deeds  and  relinquishments,  and  all  other  purchases  of  lands  by  the 
United  States  government,  were  made  for  the  common  benefit  of  tlie  several  States;  that  it  is  a  common 
fund  to  be  distributed  witliout  partiality,  and  to  enure  to  the  equal  benefit  of  all  the  States.  Your  com- 
mittee cannot  perceive  that  an  immediate  sale  of  all  the  public  lands,  as  proposed  by  the  resolutions  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  would  be  expedient  or  beneficial,  iiowever  laudable  the  object  tlie  legislature  of 
Tennessee  had  in  view  in  the  proposed  disposition  of  the  proceeds  thereof  as  a  permanent  fund  for  the 
purposes  of  education.  Yet  your  committee  are  of  opinion  tliat  tlie  disposition  of  the  lands  would  inter- 
fere with  the  true  policy  of  the  government  with  regard  to  its  western  territory,  to  wit,  the  speed}'  occu- 
pation of  that  territory  by  actual  settlers;  and  further,  that  such  an  immense  body  of  lands  at  once 
thrown  into  the  market  at  reduced  prices,  as  is  contemplated  by  those  resolutions,  would  place  it  in  the 
power  of  a  combination  of  wealthy  individuals  to  purchase  up  tliose  lands  for  the  purpose  of  speculating 
upon  their  fellow-citizens  who  might  Avisli  to  become,  and  who,  under  the  jiresent  system,  can  become, 
however  poor  they  may  be,  the  actual  settlers  of  the  country. 

Your  committee  cannot  perceive  that  the  land  bill  introduced  into  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  by 
Mr.  Clay,  and  jiassed  by  that  body,  provides  for  the  distribution  of  the  public  lands  in  that  e(putable 
manner  contemplated  bj-  the  States  in  their  several  deeds  of  cession. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  has  already  acted  upon  a  lib(>ral  policy  towards  the  new  States 
in  admitting  them  into  the  Union  upon  an  equality  witli  the  old  States  as  speedily  as  their  numerical 
population  would  warrant  their  admission.  There  can  therefore  be  no  good  reason  why  those  new  States 
should  be  entitled  to  anv'  advantages  in  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  over  the 
original  States  by  whom  these  lands  were  purchased  or  ceded. 

Iiowever  acceptable  to  the  people  of  Georgia  the  receipt  of  her  divideml  from  the  proposed  sales 
might  be,  yet  your  committee  regret  that  they  perceive  in  this  proposed  distribution  of  a  large  pcjrtion  of 
the  revenues  of  the  general  government  among  the  several  States  only  another  method  about  to  be  adopted 
to  reduce  those  revenues,  and  thereby  create  a  necessity  and  furnish  an  excuse  to  the  majority  in  Congress 
for  entailing  still  longer  upon  the  people  of  the  srmth  the  unjust  and  odious  tarift"  system. 

Your  committee  theretVire  respectfully  recommend  tlie  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions: 

Eesolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  Stale  of  Georgia  in  general  assembly  met,  That 
the  general  assembly  disapprove  of  the  resolutions  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  of 
the  21st  December,  1831,  in  relation  to  the  sale  and  disposition  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States. 

liesolved.  That  the  general  assembly  admit  the  correctness  of  the  views  taken  on  the  subject  in  the 
four  first  resolutions  of  tlie  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  of  the  28tli  March,  1833,  but 
cannot  admit  the  policy  or  expediency  of  a  distribution  of  any  part  of  the  revenues  of  the  general  govern- 
ment among  the  several  States  so  long  as  any  part  of  those  revenues  is  raised  upon  the  principle  of  a 
protective  tariff  of  duties  on  foreign  imports. 

Resolved,  That  our  senators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  our  representatives  requested,  to  oppose 
the  passage  of  any  law  having  for  its  object  the  distrilnition  of  tlie  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands  of  the  Ignited  States  among  the  several  States;  and  that  his  excellenc}'  the  governor  be  requested 
to  transmit  a  copj'  of  this  report  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  governors  of  each  of  the 
States,  and  to  each  of  our  senat'irs  and  representatives  in  Congress. 

In  senate,  December  20,  1833,  agreed  to. 

JACOB  ^VOOD,  President  of  tlie  Senate 

Attest:  Jiinx  A.  Cl'thbert,  Seiretary. 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  December  20,  1833,  concurred  in. 

THOMAS  CiL.VSCOCK,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest:  Joseph  Sturges,  Clerk. 

Approved  December  23,  1833. 

WILSON  LUMPKIN,  Governor. 
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23d  Coxcre-ss.]  No.  1203.  [1.-5T  Session-. 

ON    ORAXTIXG  TO  INDLYNA    LANDS   FOR  THE   CONSTRUCTION    OF  A  CANAL  FROM  THE 

WABASH  RIVER  TO  LAKE  ERIE. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESEXT.\TIVES  MARCH  6,   1834. 

Mr.  Si.ADE,  ul' Illinois,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of  tliis 
House,  directing-  them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  g-rantiug  to  the  State  of  Indiana  each  alternate 
section  of  land  heretofore  reserved  to  the  United  States  by  the  act  of  March  2,  182T,  for  the  purpose  of 
insuring-  a  speedy  completion  of  the  canal  undertaken  by  the  State  of  Indiana,  to  connect  at  navigable 
points  the  waters  of  the  AVabash  river  with  those  rif  Lake  Erie,  reported: 

That  by  an  act  of  Congress  approved  on  the  26th  day  of  May,  in  the  year  1824,  the  State  of  Indiana 
was  authorized  to  survey  and  mark  through  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States  the  route  of  a  canal  as 
above  mentioned;  that,  by  an  act  of  March  2,  1827,  in  pursuance  of  the  first  named  act,  there  was  granted 
til  the  State  of  Indiana,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding-  her  in  opening-  such  canal,  after  the  line  thereof  had  been 
survej-ed,  a  quantity  of  land  equal  to  one-half  of  five  sections  in  width,  on  each  side  of  said  canal,  from  one 
end  thereof  to  the  other,  with  a  provision  that  the  same,  when  completed,  should  bo  and  forever  remain  a 
public  highway  for  the  use  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  free  from  any  toll  or  other  charge,  for 
property  of  the  United  States  or  persons  in  their  service  passing  through  the  same;  and  a  further  provision 
that  the  said  canal  should  be  commenced  within  five  and  completed  within  twenty  years. 

The  State  of  Indiana,  Viy  her  legislature,  has  in  good  faith  accepted  the  grant,  and  commenced  the 
excavation  of  the  canal  with  every  degree  of  energy  that  could  be  required.  During  the  past  year  thirty- 
two  miles  of  the  work  were  put  under  contract,  and  are  rapidly  progressing  ;  in  the  course  of  the  present 
year  upwards  of  sixty  miles  in  length  will  be  under  contract;  and  at  its  late  session  the  Indiana  legislature 
authorized  the  commissioner  of  the  canal  fund  to  negotiate  a  loan  of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  facilitate 
the  progress  of  the  work,  a  large  loan  having  been  previously  efi'ected. 

According  to  a  fair  calculation,  the  land  granted  to  the  State  of  Indiana  must  fall  far  short  of  realizing- 
the  sum  necessary  to  complete  the  work;  the  lands  have  necessarily  been  sold  upon  a  long  credit,  and 
tardiness  in  prosecuting  the  undertaking-  will  hereafter,  under  such  a  state  of  things,  become  almost  the 
inevitable  consequence.  Without  aid,  either  tliat  which  is  now  asked  or  some  other  from  the  general 
government,  the  State  will,  in  all  likelihood,  be  ultimately  involved  iri  a  heavy  debt,  in  order  to  accomplish 
tiie  object,  and  the  rate  of  toll  must  necessarily  be  proportioned  to  meet  and  finally  reimburse  the  State  for 
her  expenditure.  That  the  lands  should  have  been  sold  upon  a  long  credit,  and  that  they  should  not  have 
commanded  more  than  an  ordinary'  price,  were  consequences  produced  by  the  immense  quantity  of  public 
lands  in  market  throughout  the  western  States. 

Of  the  importance  of  this  canal  in  a  general  sense,  the  committee  deem  it  only  necessary  to  remark 
that  when  completed  tt  will  constitute  the  most  direct  route  from  the  lakes,  and  from  New  York  to  New 
Orleans;  that  thereby  a  large  jiroportion  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  must  be  benefitted,  and  in  any 
moment  of  peculiar  exigency  the  government  would  be  benefitted  in  the  highest  degree  by  the  increased 
facilities  of  transportation. 

Heretofore  large  grants  of  land  for  canal  and  other  purposes  have  been  made  to  many  of  the  new  States; 
that  given  to  the  State  of  Indiana  has  fallenfar  short  of  the  amount  granted  either  to  Ohio,  Illinois,  or  Alabama. 
The  alternate  section  lying-  along-  the  line  of  the  canal,  witiiin  the  limits  of  Indiana,  which  was  reserved  to 
the  government  by  the  act  of  March  2,  1827,  is  now  asked  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  State  of  Indiana 
to  complete  the  canal.  In  addition  to  the  public  benefit  bestowed  by  now  aiding  in  the  completion  of  a 
work  which,  when  finished,  may  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  great  and  leading-  thoroughfares  in  the  interior 
of  this  republic,  the  committee  consider  that  the  public  domain  in  that  quarter  would,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
become  more  immediately  valuable,  and  an  increased  impulse  would  be  given  to  the  energies  of  that  young 
and  fiourishing  State  in  the  prosecution  of  so  important  a  work. 

The  committee  would  further  remark  that  a  portion  of  the  proposed  canal  runs  througli  the  State  of 
Ohio,  the  legislature  of  which  State  has  at  its  last  session  accepted  a  proposition  made  by  Indiana  to  take 
so  much  of  the  canal  grant  of  1827  as  lies  within  the  limits  of  Ohio,  and  under  her  own  direction  prosecute 
that  portion  of  the  work  extending-  from  the  Indiana  State  line  to  Lake  Erie.  In  order,  therefore,  that 
both  should  be  placed  upon  a  footing  f)f  equality  in  the  undertaking,  the  committee  have  thought  proper 
to  report  a  bill  granting  to  each  State  the  reserved  sections  within  their  respective  limits. 


23d    Congress.]  No.  1204.  ■  [1st  Session. 

ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    ALABAMA. 

COMMUNIC,\TED    TO    TIIE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENT.\TIVES    MARCH    G,    1834. 

Mr.  Leavitt,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Samuel  Carter 

and  Ransom  McElroy,  reported: 

That  the  petitioners  represent  that  they  emigrated  to  Alabama  at  a  very  early  period,  and  have 
undergone  all  the  difticulties  and  privations  incident  to  the  first  settlement  of  a  country;  that,  being  poor, 
they  were  unable  to  compete,  at  the  public  sales  of  lands  of  the  United  States,  with  wealthy  men,  and 
have  consequently  been  driven  from  several  valuable  improvements  heretofore  made  by  them;  and  that 
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they  have  never  yet  obtained  for  themselves  and  their  families  a  permanent  home.  Tliey  also  state  that 
each  of  them  had  an  improvement  on  the  northwest  cpnirter  of  .section  25,  in  township  23,  and  rang-e  9 
east,  in  the  county-  of  Bibb,  in  tlie  State  of  Alabama,  wiiich  (piarter  section  was  situated  near  a  flcjurish- 
ing  village,  at  the  falls  of  the  Cahaba  river,  and  therefore  valuable;  that  said  quarter  section  had  never 
been  oflered  at  public  sale,  and  that  they  would  have  been  entitled  to  a  pre-emption  of  the  same,  if  thi'y 
ciuild  have  kept  pi).ssessiou  thereof  till  the  passage  of  the  "Act  to  grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on 
the  public  lands,"  which  passeil  on  the  29th  May,  iSlJO;  but  that  on  the  Sth  of  August,  1829,  (near  ten 
months  before  the  passage  of  said  act,)  the  commissioners  apitointcd  to  i\s.  the  permanent  .seat  of  justice 
for  said  county  of  Bibb  entered  said  land  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  Congress  giving  to  the  counties  and  par- 
ishes of  each  State  and  Territory  in  which  the  public  lands  arc  situated,  the  ri,glit  of  pre-emption  to  one 
quarter  section  of  land  for  seats  of  justice,  and  thereby  defeated  the  claim  which  they  would  otherwise 
have  had  to  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  said  quarter  section.  The  petitioners,  on  these  grounds,  ask  per- 
mission to  enter  one  quarter  section  of  land,  at  the  minimum  price,  in  anj'  of  the  land  offices  of  the  State 
of  Alabama  where  the  public  lands  have  not  heretofore  been  oflered  for  sale. 

The  act  of  29th  ilay,  1830,  (referred  to  l)y  the  petitioners,)  restricted  the  right  of  pre-emption  to 
those  who  were  in  posge.-inion  at  the  time  of  itti  pari^age,  and  wh(j  had  cultivated  some  part  thereof  in  tiie  year 
1829.  Its  provisions  extended  to  erenj  such  occupant  of  anij  of  the  public  lands.  The  petitioners  were 
not  in  possession  at  the  passage  of  the  act,  and  the  land  they  had  improved  had  been  sohl,  pursuant  to 
law,  between  nine  and  ten  months  before.  Much  of  the  pulilic  land  had  been  disposed  of  in  the  j'car 
1829,  both  at  public  and  private  sale;  and  many  tracts  sold  during  that  j'car  were  probably  occupied  and 
cultivated  by  persons  who  did  not,  or  could  not,  purchase  them,  Ijut  were  bought  by  others  to  their 
prejudice;  yet,  if  these  occupants  could  have  retained  possession  till  the  passage  of  the  act  alluded  to, 
they  would  have  had  the  right  to  pre-emption.  If  the  petitioners  in  this  case  are  entitled  to  the  relief 
they  ask,  on  the  same  principle,  all  others  who  occupied  and  cultivated  portions  of  the  public  lands  in 
1829,  which  were  purchased  by  others  to  their  exclusion,  would  be  entitled  to  similar  relief,  and  we 
should  have  hundreds  of  applications  for  the  passage  of  such  acts  of  special  relief.  And  if  the  occupants 
of  1829,  who  lost  their  rights  of  pre-emption  because  the  lands  on  which  they  lived  were  sold  and 
bought  by  others  before  the  passage  of  the  act  to  grant  pre-emption  rights,  are  entitled  to  such  relief, 
could  we  refuse  the  occupants  of  1828,  whose  claims  were  defeated  in  like  manner  ? 

Under  this  view  of  the  case  presented  by  the  petitioners,  desirous  as  the  committee  are  to  secure 
every  occupant  of  the  public  lands  in  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  such  quantity  as  would  at  least  embrace 
his  improvements,  they  are  constrained  to  believe  such  retrospective  legislation  as  would  be  required  to 
afibrd  the  relief  which  is  asked  inexpedient  and  injurious  in  its  tendency;  thej'  therefore  ask  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 


23d  Congress.]  No.  1205.  '  [1st  Session. 

ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    OHIO. 

COMMUXICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESEXTATIVES    MARCH    11,    ISo-t. 

Mr.  Carr,  from  the  Committee  on   Private  Laud  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Henry 
Stoddard,  the  legal  representative  of  Francis  Duchoquet,  reported: 

That  the  chiefs  of  the  Shawanoese  nation  <if  Indians,  of  Wapaghkonetta,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  did, 
on  the  20th  day  of  March,  1821,  grant  to  the  said  Francis  Duchoquet,  and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever, 
one  half  section  of  land,  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  at  a  place  called  Co-to-se-ka,  on  the  north 
wide  of  the^Auglaise  river;  that  said  chiefs  for  themselves,  their  nation,  their  heirs  and  successors,  relin- 
Ciuished  all  their  claim  to  said  tract  of  land,  and  forever  vested  the  right  and  title  thereof  in  the  said 
Francis  Duchoquet;  nevertheless,  he  was  not  to  sell,  convey,  or  dispose  of  the  said  tract  of  land,  or  rent 
or  lease  it  to  any  person  or  persons  without  the  consent  and  approbation  of  tlie  ag-ent  for  the  Shawanoese 
nation  of  Indians  for  the  time  being;  and  it  was  further  agreed  that,  should  the  said  nation  at  any  time 
dispi.ise  of  their  lands  at  Wapaghkonetta,  the  chiefs  bound  and  obliged  themselves  and  their  successors, 
and  their  nation,  to  procure  from  the  government  of  the  United  States  a  title  in  fee-simple  for  said  tract 
of  land  to  the  said  Francis  r)ucho(iuet,  his  heirs  or  assigns.  This  grant  or  deed  appears  to  have  been 
executed  on  the  20th  day  of  March,  1821,  in  the  presence  of  John  Johnston,  Indian  agent,  and  James 
McPhersou,  assistant  agent,  and  approved  by  James  Monroe  on  tlie  12th  day  of  December,  1S23,  then 
President  of  the  United  States.  Tiiere  is  before  the  connnittee  a  certified  copy  of  a  deed  of  conveyance 
for  said  land  by  said  Francis  Duchociuet  to  one  Nicholas  Smith,  dated  the  9th  day  of  September,  1825; 
and  also  a  deed  of  conveyance  for  said  tract  of  land  by  the  said  Nicholas  to  the  petitioner,  Henry  Stoddard, 
bearing  date  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1833. 

Tlie  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty  with  the  Shawanoese  nation  of  Indians,  on  the  Sth  day  of  August, 
1831,  for  the  purchase  of  tlve  Wapaghkonetta  reserve,  &c.,  reads  as  follows:  "It  is  understood  by  the 
present  contracting  parties  that  any  claim  which  Francis  Duchoquet  may  have,  under  former  treaties,  to 
a  section  or  any  quantity  of  the  lands  hereby  ceded  to  the  United  States,  is  not  to  be  prejudiced  by  the 
present  compact,  but  to  remain  as  valid  as  before." 

It  is  also  in  evidence  before  the  committee  tliat,  in  pursuance  of  said  treaty,  a  tract  of  land  of  three 
liundri'd  and  twenty  acres  has  been  surveyed  for  Mr.  Duchoijuet,  Ht)  as  to  embrace  parts  of  sections  Nos.  30 
aiid  ol,  in  township  No.  5  south,  of  range  No.  6  east,  in  the  late  Wapaghkonetta  reservation.  The 
connnittee  are  of  oi)inion  that  the  legal  representative  of  tlie  said  Francis  Duchoquet  ought  to  be  confirmed 
in  his  claim  to  the  above  described  tract  of  land,  and  for  that  purpose  have  reported  a  lull  authori/.ing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  a  patent  to  be  issued  to  Henry  Stoddard  for  the  same. 
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23d  Coxcrrss.I  No.  1206.  [1st  Session. 

ON    C  L  xV  I  JI    TO    LAND    IN    MICHIGAN. 

COSUIUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    MARCH    11,    1834. 

Mr.  C.  JonxsoN,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 

heirs  of  John  Campbell,  reported: 

That  under  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  the  21st  day  of  PebruaVy,  1823,  entitled 
"An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  certain  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  Territory  of 
Michi;;-an,"  there  was  confirmed  to  the  heirs  of  John  Campbell  si.x  hundred  and  forty  acres,  "being  seven 
arpcnts  in  front  and  rear,  bounded  in  front  liy  the  rear  land  claimed  by  Joseph  Rolette  and  by  the  heirs 
of  James  Aird,  it  being  farm  lot  number  twenty,  and  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Campbell's  coulee, 
and  extending  up  said  coulee  on  each  side  of  it  ninety  arpents  from  the  front  of  the  bluff;"  which  said 
tract  of  land  was  situated  in  the  neighborhood  of  Port  Crawford.  That  the  surveyor  general  deputed 
Lucius  Lyon,  the  present  delegate  from  Michigan  Territory,  to  survey  said  tract  of  land  for  the  iieirs  of 
Campliell;  that  said  Lyon  proceeded  to  survey,  and  reserved  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  Port  Crawford, 
under  the  directions  of  General  McNeil,  then  the  commanding  officer  of  the  fort,  about  four  hundred  and 
yeventy-one  acres,  and  said  Lyon  only  surveyed  one  hundred  and  fifty  nine  acres  and  six  hundredths  of 
an  acre,  and  which  was  afterwards  patented  to  the  heirs  of  John  Campbell  by  patent  bearing  date  the 
r2th  day  of  October,  1830,  and  recorded  in  volume  4,  page  240,  in  the  General  Land  Office.  The  petitioner 
now  alleges  that  the  reservation  for  Port  Crawford  was  not  directed  by  General  McNeil,  and  that  the 
surveyor  was  mistaken  or  misunderstood  the  directions  of  the  said  commanding  officer  and  made  the 
reservation  improperly.  General  McNeil  says  he  gave  no  such  instructions,  in  a  letter  addressed  by  him 
to  Mr.  Kolette  from  Boston  on  October  11,  1830,  which  is  presented  to  the  committee.  A  letter  is  also 
addressed  by  Mr.  Lyon  to  the  committee,  saying  that  he  was  deputed  to  survey  the  private  land  claims  at 
Prairie  du  Chien,  and  had  instructions  to  call  on  the  commanding  officers  of  the  military  post  there  to 
point  out  the  limits  of  the  ground  which  he  might  think  necessary  for  military  purposes,  and  not  to  include 
the  same  within  the  boundary  of  any  confirmed  claim;  and  if  he  had  not  understood  General  McNeil  to 
say  that  all  the  back  part  of  said  lot  No.  20  would  be  required  for  the  use  of  the  military  post,  he  should 
have  surveyed  the  whole  claim  so  as  to  include  all  the  ground  now  claimed  as  well  as  that  which  has 
been  )iatented.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  said  heirs  of  John  Campbell  are  entitled  to  the 
balance  (if  the  tract  of  land  confirmed  to  them,  and  report  a  bill  authorizing-  a  patent  to  issue  accordingly. 

Tiic  application  is  made  in  this  case  bj'  Joseph  Rolette,  who  claims  to  be  a  purchaser  from  the  heirs 
of  Campbell;  but  as  no  evidence  is  ofi'ered  of  his  title  from  them,  this  committee  think  it  proper  to  let 
tlic  confirmation  be  in  their  name,  and  leaving  said  Rolette  to  his  assignment  or  contract  with  them. 


23d  Congress. J  No.    1207.  [1st  Session. 

ON  APPLICATION  OP  THE  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  A  REVOLUTIONARY  OPPICER  POR 
SCRIP  POR  THE  BOUNTY  LAND  DUE  THE  DECEASED,  HIS  LAND  WARRANT  HAV- 
ING BEEN  ILLEGALLY  LOCATED. 

COMMUNICATED   TO    THE    HOUSE     OF    REPRESENTATIVES    MARCH    13,    1834. 

Mr.  Harden,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  H.   B.  Tyler, 

reported: 

That  the  Connnonwealth  of  Virginia,  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  1784,  issued  to  Nathaniel  Tyler  a  mili- 
tary land  warrant  for  two  thousand  si.\  hundred  and  sixty-si.x  and  two-third  acres  of  land,  to  be  located 
in  the  district  set  apart  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  military  land  warrants  of  tlie  oflicers  on  continental 
establishment,  situate  between  the  Little  Miami  and  Big  Scioto;  that  the  said  warrant  was  put  into  the 
hands  of  an  agent  for  location;  that  the  agent  neglected  to  locate  said  warrant  in  the  lifetime  of  said 
Tyler,  who  di^cd  previous  to  the  year  1700;  that,  after  the  death  of  said  Tyler,  entries  were  made  on  said 
warrant  in  his  the  said  Tyler's  name,  part  within  the  military  district,  and  part  out  of  said  district;  the 
entries  have  been  surveyed,  but  not  yet  carried  into  grant.  In  this  situation  the  heirs  of  the  said  Tyler 
petition  Congress  for  scrip,  alleging  the  entries  and  surveys  made  thereon  are  void,  because  the  same 
were  made  in  the  name  (jf  Nathaniel  Tyler,  after  his  death,  and  that  there  is  now  no  vacant  land  in  the 
district  to  satisfy  said  warrant. 

The  committee,  upon  examining  the  authorities,  and  also  upon  principle,  have  no  doubt  but  that  the 
entries  and  surveys  made  in  the  name  of  Nathaniel  Tyler,  after  his  death,  are  void;  in  fact  the  authori- 
ties are  conclusive. — (See  the  case  of  McCraken's  heirs  against  Beall  and  Brown,  3d  Marshall's  Report 
of  Kentucky  Cases,  and  Gait  and  others  against  Gallaway  and  others,  4  Peters.) 

Prom  the  above  facts  and  authorities,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  heirs  of  Nathaniel  Tyler 
arc  entitled  to  scrip  to  the  anjonnt  of  the  warrant,  which  is  two  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-six  and 
two-thirds  acres,  upon  the  condition  that  no  patents  shall  ever  issue  on  the  entries  and  surveys  made 
on  said  warrant,  which  issued  on  the  1st  of  July,  1784.     Tlie  committee  therefore  report  a  bill. 
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23n    Congress.]  No.    1208.  [1st  Session. 

ON  CLAIM  FOR  BOUNTY  LAND  FOR  A  CANADIAN  REFUGEE. 

coMiruxicATEn  yo  the  house  of  represen'tatives  siarcii  14,  1834. 

Mr.  Galbraith,  from  the  Committoe  on  Private  Land  Claim.s,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petitiou  of  Aaron 

Hubliell,  a  citizen  of  New  Yorlc,  reported  : 

Tliat  they  have  given  the  case  due  deliberation  and  consideration.  Tlie  petitioner  claims,  as  a 
Canadian  volunteer,  bounty  land  from  the  government.  Tlie  act  of  Congress  of  March  5,  1816,  pro- 
vides "  that  all  such  persons  as  had  been  citizens  of  the  United  States  anterior  to  the  late  war,  and  were 
at  its  commencement  inhabitants  of  the  jirovincc  of  Canada,  and  who,  during  the  said  war,  joined  the 
armies  of  tlie  United  States  as  volunteers,  and  were  slain,  died  in  service,  or  continued  therein  until 
honorably  discharged,  shall  be  entitled;''  &c.,  "a  musician  or  private  to  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres," 
&c.  The  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1811,  provides  that  after  the  passage  thereof  "  no  bounty  in  land  shall 
be  given  to  any  Canadian  volunteer,  except  where  it  shall  appear  that  the  full  term  of  six  mouths'  service 
shall  have  been  performed  in  some  corps  in  the  United  States  service,  and  whose  names  shall  appear  upon 
the  muster  roll  of  said  corps,"  &c.,  "  and  reduces  the  quantity  to  a  musician  or  private  to  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres."  It  appears  from  the  testimony  exhibited  to  the  committee  that  the  petitioner  had  been  an 
industrious  citizen  of  the  United  States  anterior  to  the  late  war,  and  came  from  Canada  in  the  autumn  of 
1813,  and  was  employed  in  the  service  of  tiie  United  States,  and  continued  to  be  so  employed  during  the 
year  1814  ;  but  it  does  not  appear  to  your  committee  what  the  nature  or  extent  of  that  service  was,  or 
how  he  was  employed;  and  he  was  confessedly  not  on  the  muster  rolls  of  any  corps  of  the  United  States. 
Your  committee  believe  it  probable  that  the  petitioner  performed  important  services  to  tlie  United  States, 
but  what  they  were  is  not  specifically  stated;  and  they  consider  themselves  bound  by  the  strong  prohibiting 
terras  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1817 ;  and  they  are  of  opinion,  that  to  allow  the  petitioner  in  this  case  bounty 
land  as  a  Canadian  volunteer,  after  so  great  a  lapse  of  time,  upon  testimony  so  vague  and  indefinite  as 
that  furnished  in  this  case,  would  open  a  wide  door  to  claims  which  it  would  seem  to  have  been  the 
intention  of  the  act  of  Congress  last  referred  to  to  close. 

Your  committee  therefore  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 


23d    Congress.]  Xo.    1209.  [1st  Session. 

ON  CLAIM  TO  LAND  IN  ARKANSAS. 

coina'Nic.wED  to  the  house  of  representatives  march  15,  1834. 

Mr.  Felder,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Sclah 
Handy  and  sisters,  heirs  of  Peter  Handy,  deceased,  reported: 

That  it  appears  to  your  committee  there  was  patented  to  the  petitioners,  as  heirs  of  Peter  Handy, 
deceased,  on  the  21st  day  of  December,  1820,  the  northwest  quarter  section  34,  township  2  .south,  range  2 
east,  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas.  There  was  no  error  or  mistake  in  the  patent  thus  issued;  which 
patent  clearly  showed  to  the  petitioners  on  what  land  they  were  bound  to  pay  the  taxes  according  to  law. 
By  some  mistake  the  petitioners,  instead  of  paying  the  taxes  on  the  land  thus  patented  to  them,  paid  the 
same,  by  their  agent,  on  another  quarter  section  of  land,  in  consequence  of  which  tlieir  land  was  sold  for 
non-]iayment  of  the  taxes.  The  petitioners  allege,  and  as  your  committee  believe  truly,  that  a  clerk  in 
the  department  of  the  public  lands,  in  sending  on  to  the  government  of  Arkansas  a  transcript  of  the 
lands  patented  in  that  Territory,  made  a  mistake  in  the  description  of  the  land  patented  to  your  petitioners, 
by  which  the  taxes  duo  from  them  were  erroneously  paid  on  another  quarter  section  of  land  than  the  one 
granted  to  them. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  it  was  the  duty  of  the  petitioners  to  look  to  their  patent,  when  they 
would  have  readily  perceived  the  lands  on  which  they  ought  to  have  paid  the  taxes,  and  tliat  their  omission 
to  do  so  was  the  cause  of  the  sale  of  the  land.  The  transcript  sent  on  from  the  public  land  office  is  for 
the  information  and  benefit  of  the  government  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  not  for  that  of  the 
patentees,  whoso  duty  it  was  to  look  to  their  patents  and  pay  their  taxes  accordingly.  Your  comnuttec 
are  of  opinion  the  petitioners  ought  to  look  to  the  government  of  Arkansas  for  redress  and  not  to  Congress, 
and  pray  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 
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23n  CoN'GRESs.l  No-    ^210.  [1st  Session. 

ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    AEKANSAS. 

C0M1IUNIC,\TED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    MARCH    15,    1834. 

Mr.  Felder,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Laud  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  E. 

McCreary,  reported: 

That  it  appears  to  your  committee  that  a  military  land  bounty  warrant  was,  on  the  24th  of  October, 
182.5,  issued  to  William  Starkey  for  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  2,  in  township  2  south,  of  range  4 
east,  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas;  that  the  said  Starkey  duly  conveyed  the  said  land  to  the  said 
petitioner,  John  E.  McCreary.  There  was  no  allegation  of  error  or  mistake  in  the  patent.  It  is,  however, 
alleged  tiiat  there  was  an  error  in  the  books  in  wliich  the  patent  was  recorded,  and  in  the  transcript  of 
the  patent  sent  to  the  government  of  Arkansas;  that  the  petitioner  regularly  paid  ta.xes  on  another  tract 
of  land,  and  that  the  said  land  patented  to  Starkey,  as  aforesaid,  was  sold  for  non-payment  of  taxes. 
Yonr  committee  are  of  opinion  it  was  the  duty  of  the  petitioner  to  look  to  his  patent  and  be  guided  by  it 
as  to  the  land  on  which  he  was  bound  to  pay  taxes;  that  for  a  redress  of  his  grievances  he  ought  to  look 
to  the  government  of  Arkansas,  and  therefore  pray  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
said  petition. 


23d  Congress.]  No.  12]  1.  [1st  Session. 


ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    MISSOURI. 

comjiunicated  to  the  house  of  represent-wives  march  18,  1834. 

Mr.  Carr,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James  Kcytes, 

reported: 

That  the  petitioner  sets  forth  that  he  purchased  of  William  Ashley  a  quarter  section  of  land  in  the 
State  of  Missouri,  which  was  conveyed  to  him  in  fee-simple  by  said  Ashley,  and  described  in  the  deed  of 
conveyance  as  being  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  No.  11,  of  township  No.  54  north,  of  rang'e  20 
west;  that  said  land  had  been  previously  conveyed  in  fee-simple  to  said  Ashley  by  a  certain  Grant  Weed, 
to  whom  it  had  been  granted  by  the  United  States  by  patent  bearing  date  the  11th  day  of  May,  1819. 
Petitioner  represents  that  the  land  intended  to  be  granted  is  misdescribed  in  the  patent  for  the  tract  to 
which  said  Weed  was  entitled,  and  which  ought  to  have  been  granted,  as  appears  from  the  records  in  the 
General  Land  Office,  Ij'ing  in  rang'e  twenty-one  instead  of  twenty.  Petitioner  states  that  he  regularly 
paid  the  taxes  on  the  quarter  section  described  in  the  patent  as  lying  in  range  twenty,  and  the  corre- 
sponding section  in  range  twenty-one,  on  which  no  taxes  were  paid,  was  sold  for  the  non-payment  thereof, 
and  is  irredeemable.  Since  that  time  petitioner  has  discovered  the  mistake  made  in  the  Laud  Office,  and 
the  Commissioner  has  caused  an  alteration  in  said  patent,  by  inserting  therein  range  twenty-one  instead 
of  twenty,  thus  making  it  conform  with  the  records  in  the  office,  but  said  this  alteration  was  not  made  at 
his  instance  or  request;  that,  owing  to  the  mistake  aforesaid  committed  in  the  Land  Office,  he  has  been 
entirelj'  deprived  of  whatever  title  ho  might  have  had  to  the  tract  in  range  twenty-one,  by  the  sale  thereof 
for  the  non-payment  of  taxes.  The  alteration  made  in  the  patent,  by  inserting  range  twenty-one  instead 
of  twent}',  appears  to  have  been  made,  as  per  certificate  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
on  the  3d  day  of  January,  1834. 

The  petitioner  prays  that  a  like  quantity  of  land  may  be  granted  to  him,  to  be  located  in  the  State  of 
Missiiuri,  upon  any  of  the  public  lands  in  said  State  subject  to  private  entry.  The  committee  are  of 
opinion  tliat  the  petitioner  is  entitled  to  relief,  and  for  that  purpose  report  a  bill. 

There  is  in  evidence  before  the  committee  a  statement  of  S.  A.  Shurlds,  auditor  of  public  accounts, 
State  of  Missouri,  bearing  date  January  26,  1834,  showing  that  a  part  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  section 
No.  11,  township  No.  54,  range  21,  was  sold  for  the  taxes  in  1825,  part  in  1828,  and  160  acres  in  1829. 


23d   Congress.]  No.    1212.  [1st  Session. 

ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    MISSISSIPPI. 

COMSa'.VIC.\TED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    MARCH   18,   1834. 

Mr.  Carr,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  and  papers  of 
John  A.  Barnes,  assignee  of  John  Anderton,  reported: 

That  on  the  22d  day  of  March,  1804,  said  John  Anderton  presented  to  the  board  of  commissioners 
west  of  Pearl  river,  established  by  an  act  of  Congress  passed  March  3,  1803,  entitled  "An  act  regulating 
the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  south  of  Tennessee," 


1834.]  CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    ILLINOIS.  957 

a  notice  in  writini;'  of  his  claim  to  a  certain  tract  of  land  nnder  ami  by  virtue  of  the  provisinns  nf  the 
second  section  of  the  above  entitled  act,  describing;  the  same  as  beinj;-  situate  on  l!ig  Blacdv  river,  in  tho 
county  of  Claiborne,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  estimated  as  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  a,crcs, 
accompanied  by  a  plat  describing  the  boundaries  theretif.  On  the  28tli  <lay  of  October,  180(i,  the  com- 
missioners conlirmed  the  said  John  Andcrton  in  his  title  to  said  tract  of  lanil,  and  g-ave  him  a  certilicato 
in  the  usual  form  as  evidence  of  the  conllrmation 

An  order  of  survey  was  issued  liy  the  surveyor  of  the  public  hinds  snuth  of  TcMinessee.  Pursuant  to 
such  order  nf  survey,  and  in  coninrmity  with  the  certilicate  of  the  eoninnssioners  aforesaid,  Charles  De 
Frame,  deputy'  surveyor,  on  the  8th  day  of  September,  1800,  surveyed  tiie  said  tract  of  land  so  claimed 
by  said  John  Andcrton,  and  return(Hl  a  plat  thereof,  agreeing  and  in  conformity  with  the  courses  and  dis- 
tances ami  limits  as  described  in  the  plat  presented  to  the  commissioners,  to  the  ollice  of  the  surveyor  of 
the  public  lands  snuth  of  Tennessee,  which  appears  to  have  been  examined  by  him;  said  tract  t)f  land  is 
described  in  the  plat  as  being  on  the  waters  of  Big  Blai'k  river,  in  township  No.  13,  of  ranges  2  and  3 
west  of  the  basis  meridian,  and  bounded  as  follows:  Beginning  at  a  lind  tree,  and  running  fnim  thence 
north  seventy-five  chains  and  fifty  links  to  a  red  oak  ;  thence  south  sixty  degrees  east  thirty-five 
chains  to  a  red  oak;  thence  north  sixty  degrees  east  forty-four  chains  and  filty  links  to  a  hickory; 
thence  north  fift_y  degrees  east  twenty-four  chains  to  an  ash;  thence  north  seventy-five  degrees  east  ten 
chains  and  fifty  links  to  a  post;  thence  south  sixty-seven  chains  to  a  post;  thence  south  sixtj'-one  degrees 
west  sixty-five  chains  to  a  mulberry;  thence  west  thirt_y-nine  chains  and  fifty  links  to  a  lind,  the  place  of 
beginning'. 

It  further  appears  that  said  John  Andcrton  lived  upon  said  land  as  early  as  1191;  that  he  occupied 
and  cultivated  the  same  for  many  years  previous  to  the  evacuation  of  the  country  by  the  Spanish  troops; 
and  that  himself  and  assigns  have  continued  to  live  upon  and  occupy  the  same  ever  since.  It  further 
appears  that  on  the  4th  day  of  February,  1831,  Tliomas  D.  Jefi'ers,  a  deputy  surveyor,  resurveyed  the 
said  tract  of  land  by  order  of  the  surveyor  of  public  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  made  a  return  and 
plat  thereof,  which  conforms  very  nearly  (the  courses  precisely)  to  the  lines  as  represented  in  the  plat 
presented  by  tho  said  Andcrton  to  the  commissioners  accompanjnng-  the  notice  of  his  claim,  and  also  as 
nearly  agreeing  with  the  lines  and  boundaries  as  surveyed  and  platted  by  Frame  in  1806,  but  found  to 
contain  eight  hundred  and  twentj'-three  acres  and  twenty-four  hundredths,  instead  of  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  according  to  the  former  survey.  The  surveyor  of  public  lands  south  of  Tennessee  ordered  the 
excess  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-three  and  twenty-four  hundredths  acres  to  be  severed  and  dismembered 
from  the  south  side  of  said  tract  upon  the  assumed  principle  that  it  is  a  part  of  the  public  domain,  and 
subject  to  sale  and  entry  by  anj^  individual  as  any  other  unappropriated  lands  belonging  to  the  United 
States. 

The  said  John  A.  Barnes  represents  himself  as  the  owner  and  purchaser,  far  a  fair  and  valualile  con- 
sideration, of  the  said  tract  of  land;  protests  against  such  dismemberment  of  his  land;  denies  the  right 
of  the  general  government  to  resume  or  claim  any  portion  of  a  tract  of  land  which  it  has  so  expressly 
granted  and  abandoned. 

lie  urges  that  the  plat  of  survey  accompanying  the  notice  of  Andcrton,  calling  for  the  courses  and 
boundaries  which  it  has  ever  had  and  continues  to  have  up  to  this  time,  was  presented  to  the  commis- 
sioners; and  tliat,  although  it  called  for  only  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  the  decision  of  the  commis- 
sioners was  predicated  on  and  made  in  reference  to  the  boundaries  described  in  the  plat  presented  by 
Anderton,  and  subserjuentlj-  survev'cd  by  order  of  the  government,  in  conformity  with  the  certificate  of 
the  commissioners,  by  Frame,  in  1800;  he  states  that  it  seems  to  be  an  acknowledged  principle  in  the 
courts  of  our  country  that  possessiim  of  the  land  up  to  certain  described  courses  and  lines  enables  the 
occupant  to  retain  possession  accordingly,  although  in  the  origin  a  smaller  number  of  acres  was  intended 
to  be  conveyed,  and  cites,  as  authority  in  support  of  the  principle  laid  down,  Jackson  ex  dan.,  Overaker 
ct  al.  vs.  Cale,  18  Johnson's  Reports,  259.  The  said  Barnes  represents  that  he  purchased  the  said  tract  of 
land  with  reference  to  its  shape,  situation,  and  boundaries,  as  it  appeared  on  examination,  without  a  know- 
ledge of  the  excess  in  quantity;  that  the  line  severing  the  one  hundred  and  eighty-three  and  twenty-four 
hundredths  acres  will  cut  off  a  portion  of  the  cleared  land  of  great  value,  and  a  line  in  any  other  direc- 
tion would  have  the  same  eflect — dismember  from  the  remainder  of  the  tract  either  his  buildings  or  cleared 
land.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  said  John  A.  Barnes  is  not  entitled  legally  to  the  excess  con- 
tained within  the  limits  of  the  aforesaid  boundaries.  It  appears  that  Anderton  only  claimed  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres,  and  the  proviso  of  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  upon  the  sub- 
ject, expressly  limits  the  quantity  to  be  confined  to  tliat  amount;  the  fact,  therefore,  that  tho  holders  under 
Anderton  have  had  the  possession  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-three  and  twentj'-four  hundredths  acres 
more  than  was  confirmed  to  him  cannot  be  recognized  as  giving  them  any  title  to  that  excess;  but  mas- 
much  as  the  said  Anderton  and  those  who  claim  under  him  have  had  possession  of  the  same  since  the 
year  1194,  and  to  dismember  or  sever  it  from  the  balance  of  the  tract  would  greatly  damage  the  petitioner, 
the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  he  is  entitled  to  a  pre-emption  right  to  said  excess,  and  therefore  report 
a  bill  authorizing  him  to  purchase  the  same  at  $1  25  per  acre. 


23d    Coxgre.ss.]  No.  1213.  [1st  Session-. 

OX    C  L  A  I  JI    TO    LAND    IN    ILLINOIS. 

C05IMUXIC.ITED  TO  TIIE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  MARCH   18,   1834. 

Mr.  Casey,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 

Dement,  reported: 

The  petitioner  sets  forth  that  he  did,  in  September,  1831,  enter,  at  tho  land  office  at  Edwardsville,  in 
the  State  of  Illinois,  the  west  half  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  twenty-three,  township  six  north,  of 
range  one  west  of  the  third   prinei])al   meridian;  that  in  December,  1833,  upon  a  survey  being  made,  it 
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was  found  not  to  include  the  land  intended  to  be  entered  by  him — the  land  so  intended  to  be  entered  being 
tlio  northeast  fourth  of  the  northwest  fourth  of  section  twenty-six,  in  township  six  north,  range  one  west 
of  the  third  jirincipal  meridian,  and  the  northwest  fourth  of  the  northeast  fourth  of  the  same  section.  The 
IH'titioner  also  states  that  he  has  made  valuable  improvements  upon  the  land  he  intended  to  have  entered. 
He  prays  to  be  permitted  to  relinquish  to  the  United  States  the  land  so  erroneously  entered,  and  to  enter 
in  lieu  thereof  the  same  quantity  of  any  of  the  unappropriated  land  in  the  (now)  Vandalia  land  district. 
The  facts  being  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee,  and  the  case  in  their  opinion  requiring  it, 
they  report  a  bill  for  his  relief. 


23n  Congress.]  No.    1214.  [1st  Session. 

ON    CLAIM   FOR   COMPENSATION    FOR   SERVICES    RENDERED  AS  A  BOARD    OP    COMMIS- 
SIONERS TO  ADJUST  LAND  TITLES  IN  THE  CITY  OF  DETROIT. 

COMMUNICATED   TO    THE    SENATE    MARCH    19,    1834. 

Mr.  Tipton,  from  the  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Henry  Chipman  and  William 
AVoodbridge,  late  judges  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  reported: 

That  by  an  act  of  Congress  approved  21st  April,  1806,  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  titles  to  land 
in  the  town  of  Detroit,  and  for  other  purposes,  the  governor  and  judges  of  said  Territory  were  constituted 
a  board  to  lay  out  a  town,  including  the  old  town  of  Detroit,  and  ten  thousand  acres  of  land  adjoining 
thereto,  excepting  such  parts  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  might  direct  to  be  reserved  for  the  use 
of  the  military  department,  and  to  hear,  examine,  and  finally  adjust  all  claims  to  lots  in  the  old  town  of 
Detroit  that  was  burned  on  the  11th  day  of  June,  1805;  to  give  deeds  for  lots  in  said  town;  to  apply  the 
proceeds  of  lots  disposed  of  by  them  to  building  a  court-house  and  jail  in  the  town  of  Detroit;  and  to 
report  their  proceedings  to  Congress.  By  virtue  of  the  pov/ers  conferred  the  governor  and  judges  pro- 
ceeded to  lay  out  a  town,  to  satisfy  claims  for  donation  lots,  to  adjust  and  settle  conflicting  titles,  to 
confirm  pre-e.xisting  riglits,  and  to  adjust  them  in  conformity  with  the  plan  of  the  present  city  of  Detroit, 
to  enter  into  contracts  for  the  building  of  a  court-house  and  jail,  and  to  make  provision  out  of  the  funds 
arising  from  the  sale  of  lots  to  discharge  contracts  entered  into  by  them  for  building  the  court-house  and  jail. 

By  the  operations  of  said  act  the  deeds  made  by  the  board  have  become  the  foundation  of  title  to 
property  now  of  great  value.  In  discharge  of  the  trust  imposed  by  said  act  the  members  of  the  board 
were  compelled  to  incur  heavy  responsibilities  and  to  perform  great  labor,  as  they  contend,  and  the  com- 
mittee believe  beyond  what  was  required  of  them  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  as  governor  and  judges 
aforesaid. 

The  committee  have  been  informed  that  the  duties  of  the  board  have  been  performed  by  various 
persons  and  at  different  times,  as  the  offices  aforesaid  were  transferred  to  different  hands,  all  of  whom 
rendering  service  are  entitled  to  a  suitable  compensation,  to  provide  which  the  committee  report. 


23d  Congres.s.]  ,  No.  1215.  [1st  Session. 

ON    CLAIMS    TO    LAND    IN    ALABAMA. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    MARCH   19,    1834. 

Treasury  Department,  llarch  14,  1834. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  duplicate  copies  of  a  report  from  the  register  and  receiver  of  the 
land  office  for  the  district  of  St.  Stephen's,  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  third  section  of  an  act  of  Congress 
approved  March  2,  1829. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  TANEY,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
The  Hon.  Speaker  cf  the  House  of  Sepresentatives. 


Land  Office,  St.  Stephen^s,  Alabama,  February  16,  1834. 

Sir:  We  have  forwarded  with  this  a  report  upon  the  claim  of  Andria  Demetry,  under  the  third  section 
of  tlio  act  of  March  2,  1829. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JNO.  B.  HAZARD,  Regider. 
J.  U.  OWEN,  Receiver. 
Hon.  Elijah  Hayward,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 


1834. J 


CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    MISSISSIPPI. 


959 


Ahgtract  of  claims  to  land  ttituafe  ^ox/  of  Pearl  ricer,  iccaf  of  the  Pcrdido,  and  hclmr  (he  lhirh/-firs:l  degree  of 
north  latitude,  presented  to  the  rei/ister  and  receiver  ef  the  land  office  for  the  district  of  St.  Stejihen's,  in  the 
State  cf  Alabama,  acting  as  commissionci-s  under  the  authoritij  of  (he  third  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
the  2d  of  March,  1829,  entitled  "An  act  confirming  the  report  (f  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office 
for  the  district  of  St.  Stejyhen's,  in  the  Stale  of  Alabama,  and  for  o(her  jnu-poscs." 


By  whom  claimed. 

Original  claimant. 

Nature  of  claim. 

Tract  claimed  and 
where  situate. 

Quantity  claimed. 

Posses? 

ion. 

Michael  Dragon 

Spanish  grant  from  Morales,  bear- 

Bay of  St.  Louis... 

5,040  arpents 

From  1798 

to  18-31. 

Aiidria  Di'meto'  in  right 

ing  date  May  29, 1803. 

of  his  wile  Marie  Anne. 

Don  Francisco  Saucier. 

Spanit^h  grant  from  Manuel  Gayoso 
de  Lenios,  governor  of  Louisi- 

 do 

700  arpents 

do.  . 

riauchter  nnd  sole  heir 

of  Michael  Dragon. 

ana,  dated  November  17,  1793. 

Spanish  grant  from  Manuel  Gayoso 
de  Lemos,  governor  of  Louisi- 

 do 

do  .  . 

ana,  dated  Dfceniher  '20.  1797. 

It  appi-ars  that  the  two  last-named  tracts  were  regularly  transferred  t'mm  the  original  grantees  to  Michael  Dragon  previous  to  ihe  15ih  of  April,  18K1, 
and  that  the  said  Michael  Drason  was  in  posr^ession  of  the  three  tracts  above  named  on  the  15tli  of  April.  l!?13,  and  on  that  day  w;l<  resident  in  that  part 
of  Louisiana  situated  east  of  Pt-arl  river,  west  of  the  Pordido.  and  bftlnw  the  tliirty-Iirst  degree  of  north  latitude  ;  that  the  said  tracts  had  been  in  tlie  pos- 
session of  the  original  grantees  and  their  assigns  for  ten  consecutive  years  previous  to  the  lath  of  April,  1813.  It  further  appears  iliat  the  said  three  tracts 
are  connected  and  form  one  body  of  land. 

The  undersigned  therelnre  recommend  that  tlie  aforesaid  claim  be  conlirmed  to  the  heirs  of  Michael  Dragon  fur  a  quantity  not  exceeding  one  league 
square,  to  include  such  lands  as  may  have  been  heretofore  confirmed  under  the  foregoing  grants. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JNO.  B.  HAZARD,   Rciiister. 
J.  H.  OWEN,  Receiver. 

Land  Office,  St.  S(qi/ten*s,  ,iUhamaj  February  IS,  1634. 


23d     (\)X0RF.SS.] 


No.  1216. 


[1st  Sessio.v. 


ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    MISSISSIPPI. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    MARCH    22,     1834. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  tlio  petition  of  Thomas  L.  Win- 
throp  and  others,  directors  of  an  association  called  the  New  England  Mississippi  Land  Company, 
reported  : 

That  the  subject  embraced  in  their  petition  has  been  frerjnently  before  the  Senate,  and  bills  for  their 
relief  have  more  than  once  been  reported.  For  the  information  of  the  Senate,  tliey  submit  a  history  of 
the  facts  out  of  which  this  application  arises. 

On  the  26th  of  January,  1795,  the  legislature  of  CJeorgia  passed  an  act,  under  which  the  governor  of 
the  State  made  a  grant  or  sale  of  a  large  tract  of  land  lying  between  the  Mississippi  and  Tombigbce 
rivers,  in  the  then  Territory  of  Mississippi,  to  a  inimber  of  persons  wIk.)  were  associated  under  the  name 
of  the  Oeorgia  Mississijipi  Company. 

On  the  2C)tli  of  January,  ITOti,  this  company,  by  their  agents,  entered  into  a  contract  with  ecrtaiu  pcr- 
si.iiis  in  Boston  for  the  sale  to  them  of  eleven  million  three  hundred  and  eig"hty  thousand  acres  of  the  said 
land,  at  ten  cents  per  acre.  The  stipulations  of  the  contract  were  that  two  cents  per  acre  should  be  paid 
in  cash  on  the  1st  of  May,  1796;  and  for  this  payment,  being  one-fiftli  of  the  whole,  all  the  purcliasers 
were  held  mutuallj'  responsible.  It  was  agreed  that  on  the  12th  of  February  a  deed  should  be  executed 
by  the  grantors,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  George  E.  Mincit,  esq.,  to  be  held  by  him  in  escroiv,  an<l 
delivered  to  the  purchasers  or  their  agents  on  the  said  1st  of  itay,  in  case  the  said  cash  payment  should 
be  made.  The  balance  of  the  purchase  money  was  to  be  secured  by  the  notes  of  the  individual  p\n'- 
I'hasers,  to  be  well  indorsed  and  made  paj'able  at  various  periods,  the  last  of  which  was  to  bo  on  the  1st 
of  May,  1799.  The  notes  were  given  in  accordance  with  this  agreement;  a  deed  was  executed  and  placed 
in  escrnir;  the  cash  payment  was  made,  and  on  the  1st  of  May,  179ii,  Mr.  Minot,  by  direction  of  tin: 
grantors,  delivered  over  the  deed  to  the  agents  of  the  gr;intees  or  purchasers. 

On  the  loth  of  February,  1796,  the  legislature  of  Georgia  passed  an  act  rescinding  the  former  act, 
believing  it  to  have  been  obtained  through  improper  influences,  and  therefore  viiirl.  A  knowledge  of  this 
fact,  however,  did  not  reach  Boston  until  the  12th  of  March  following,  and  of  which  the  petitioners  had 
no  notice  until  after  said  purchase. 

After  the  purchase  was  made,  but  before  the  delivi'ry  of  the  deeil,  the  imrchasers  firmed  themselves 
info  an  association  under  the  name  of  the  New  England  Mississippi  Land  Company,  and  executed  sundry 
articles  of  agreement,  and  rules  relative  to  the  management  and  control  of  the  said  lands;  and,  annjug 
other  things,  agreed  that  the  several  purchasers  sh(.)uld  execute  deeds  for  their  respective  shares  in  the 
land  to  three  i>ersons  therein  named,  to  hold  in  trust,  and  with  power  to  sell  and  dispose  of  them  agreeably 
to  the  order  of  the  directors  chosen  by  the  company.  Tiiese  trustees  being  thus  clothed  with  the  legal 
estate,  were  to  give  to  each  proprietor  a  certiticate  in  a  certain  prescribei!  firm,  stating  his  amount  of 
.interest  in  the  land,  and  this  certificate  was  to  be  "complete  evidence  to  sucli  person  of  his  right  in  said 
purchase,"  and  was  to  be  transferable  by  indorsement. 

Tims  stiiod  tlie  title  to  these  lands  [iriiu'  to  the  cession  maile  by  ticorgia  to  the  United  States  in  1^02, 
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It  was  a  title  which  is  declared  by  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  case  of  Brown  and  Gilman,  (4tli  Wheaton,) 
to  1)0,  througiiout,  a  strictly  legal  title  in  these  purchasers.  By  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession 
of  the  24th  of  A])ril,  1S02,  it  was  provided  that  the  United  States  might  appropriate  not  exceeding  five 
million  of  acres  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying'  the  claims  upon  it,  commonly  known  as  the  Yazoo  claims, 
and  including  those  of  the  said  New  England  Mississippi  Company.  In  pursuance  of  this  provision,  an 
act  of  Congress  was  passed  on  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  appropriating,  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were 
reserved,  so  much  of  the  said  five  million  of  acres  as  should  be  necessary  to  satisfy  the  said  claims. 
This  act  jirohibited  the  application  of  these  lands  to  the  satisfaction  of  any  other  claims  but  those  the 
evidence  of  which  shall  have  been  exhibited,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  subsequent  thereto,  to 
the  secretary  of  state,  and  recorded  in  his  office. 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  last  mentioned,  the  claims  to  the  said  laud  were  exhibited  to 
the  secretary  of  state,  including  those  of  the  present  petitioners;  but  the  final  passage  of  the  act  pro- 
viding for  their  adjustment  and  satisfaction  was  delayed  until  the  year  1814. 

On  the  31st  of  March,  1814,  Congress  passed  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  providing  for  the  indemnifica- 
tion of  certain  claimants  of  public  land  in  the  Mississippi  Territory." 

.Vmong  the  provisions  of  this  act  were  the  following  : 

Jfird.  The  President  was  authorized  and  required  to  cause  to  be  issued  from  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States,  to  such  claimants,  respectively,  as  had  exhibited  their  claims  agreeably  to  the  act  of  1803, 
certificates  of  stock  payable  out  of  moneys  arising  from  the  sale  of  tlie  public  lands  to  the  persons 
claiming  in  the  name  of  or  under  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Company,  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  million  five 
hundred  and  iil'ty  thousand  dollars. 

Second.  The  claimants  might  file  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state  a  release  of  all  their  claims  to 
the  Ihiited  States,  and  an  assignment  and  transfer  to  the  United  States  of  their  claims  to  any  money 
dejjosited  or  paid  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  "such  release  and  assignment  to  take  effect  on  the  indemnifi- 
cation of  the  claimants  according  to  the  provisions  of  that  act." 

Third.  Commissioners  were  to  be  and  were  appointed  "  to  adjudge  and  finally  determine  upon  all 
controversies  arising  from  such  claims  so  released  as  aforesaid,  which  may  be  found  to  conflict  with  and 
be  adverse  to  each  other;  and  also  to  adjudge  and  determine  upon  all  such  claims  under  the  aforesaid  act 
or  pretended  act  of  Georgia  as  may  be  found  to  have  accrued  to  the  United  States  by  operation  of  law." 

The  releases,  assignment,  and  transfer  to  the  United  States  required  by  this  act  were  duly  executed 
by  the  petitioners. 

The  commissioners  appointed  were  Thomas  Swann,  esq.,  Francis  S.  Key  and  John  Law,  esqs.,  of 
the  District  of  Columbia.  Before  this  board,  the  commissioners,  as  trustees  of  the  New  England  Missis- 
sippi Land  Company,  appeared  and  claimed,  as  the  persons  entitled  thereto,  the  one  million  five  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars  directed  by  the  act  to  be  issued  to  those  representing  the  Georgia  Mississippi 
Company.  Their  claim  to  indemnity  was  resisted  on  behalf  of  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Company,  on  the 
ground  that  the  consideration  monej^  for  said  land  had  not  been  wholly  paid,  and  that  therefore  they  were 
in  equity  entitled  to  the  indemnity  provided  by  the  act  of  Congress.  It  appeared  on  the  investigation 
that  of  the  notes  given,  about  one-tenth  part,  say  895,700  then  remained  unpaid,  and  belonged  to 
file  original  grantees,  the  said  Georgia  Mississippi  Company  ;  most  of  the  members  of  whom  (to  wit, 
three-fourths  in  amount)  had  surrendered  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  received  from  the  treasury  of  that 
State,  the  sum  they  had  paid  ;  but  the  other  members  of  that  company  had  released  to  the  United  States, 
in  virtue  of  the  said  act  of  Congress  of  the  31st  of  March,  1814,  and  they  claimed,  in  conflict  with  the  peti- 
tioners, such  proportion  of  the  indemnity  as  was  equal  to  their  interest  in  said  notes.  The  notes  unpaid 
were  chiefly  those  of  a  Mr.  Wetmore,  who,  as  early  as  1800,  had  assigned  all  his  interest  in  the  said  land, 
and  is  represented  to  have  availed  himself  of  the  benefit  of  the  old  bankrupt  act  of  the  United  States. 
The  commissioners  decided  that,  although  no  mortgage  had  been  given  therefor,  and  notwithstanding  that 
the  signers  had  so  assigned  their  interest  in  the  said  lands,  and  although  the  convej'ance  from  the  Georgia 
Mississijipi  Company  was  absolute,  and  the  deed  delivered  by  their  written  direction  to  the  grantees, 
upon  their  giving  security  as  aforesaid,  these  notes  created  a  lien  upon  said  lands;  and  in  consequence  of 
such  decision  they  deducted  from  the  claim  of  the  petitioners  the  sum  of  $130,424,  and  distributed  the 
same  as  follows  : 

To  the  individuals  of  the  Georgia  Company  who  released  as.  aforesaid,  they  awarded  the  sum  of 
$35,022  as  their  proportion  of  interest  in  said  notes,  and  the  residue,  say  $95,760,  they  ordered  to  remain 
in  the  treasury  as  representing  the  owners  of  said  notes,  who  had  surrendered  to  Georgia  as  aforesaid, 
and  as  thus  "  accruing  by  operation  of  laid"  to  the  United  States. 

By  tin's  decision,  to  which  the  i)etitioners  object  as  erroneous,  they  think  themselves  aggrieved,  and 
they  ask  to  have  the  said  sum  of  $130,425  paid  to  them  by  the  United  States,  or  that  their  release  to  the* 
extent  of  950,000  acres  of  land,  being  the  proportion  which  would  be  covered  by  that  sum  at  the  original 
price,  cancelled,  so  that  they  may  assert  their  title  to  the  lands  in  a  court  of  law. 

These  are  the  facts  of  the  case,  as  far  as  they  appear  material  to  a.  just  understanding  of  the  claim; 
and  they  i)resent,  for  the  consideration  of  the  committee,  the  broad  question  whether  the  petitioners  are 
entitled  to  the  relief  they  seek. 

It  may  be  assumed  that  the  petifioners,  in  making  their  release  to  the  United  States  under  the  act  of 
the  31st  of  March,  1814,  and  relying  upon  the  indemnity  thereby  provided,  looked  for  tiieir  security  to  an 
execution  of  the  act  upon  the  well-known  and  universally  received  principles  of  law.  To  such  an  execu- 
tion of  it  they  had  a  right  to  look.  They  knew  what  they  had  to  release,  and  tiiat  the  release  was  a  pre- 
liminary ;  but  for  the  consideration  or  equivalent  which  they  were  to  receive  in  return  they  had  no 
security  but  in  the  faith  of  the  government,  and  the  confidence  that  the  trusts  reposed  in  its  agents  would 
be  executed  agreeably  to  those  known  and  intelligible  principles.  Their  title  to  the  land  was  one  which 
the  Supreme  Court  in  the  case  of  Brown  and  Gilman,  4th  Wheaton,  256,  have  declared  to  bo  a  legal  one. 
Mr.  Justice  Story  says  in  that  case  "  the  estate  acquired  by  the  first  grantees  [the  petitioners]  under 
the  conveyance  to  them  by  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Company  was  beyond  all  question  a  legal  and  not 
merely  an  equitable  estate."  And  the  court  further  say  that  there  was  no  pretence  of  any  intermediate 
encumbrance  upon  this  estate,  they  being  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  unpaid  notes  alluded  to  did  not 
form  a  lien  upon  the  land. 

The  petiti(jners,  then,  were  possessed  of  a  title  judicially  decided  to  be  an  \nieneumbered  legal  title, 
which  they  might  have  held  ;  Intt,  for  purposes  impdrtan't  in  the  view  of  Congress,  it  was  thought 
desirable  that  this  title  should  be  acquired  by  the  United  States.  The  government  held  out  inducements  to 
the  claimants  to  part  with  their   rights  in  it  ;  it  tqipropriated  a  large  sum  of  money  to  pay  or   "make 
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indeinniricatiiin"  to  lla'm  i\>v  it.  Ami  us  it  was  svm  tlial  claims  aiijiarriitly  ri  >iillictiii;4' iiii^^'lil  Lc  pri'l'mcil, 
it  appointed  a  coiiiinissinii.  with  pnwcr — 

Fir$l.  "'I'd  ailjudue  and  tinally  detri'ininr  upon  all  t'(  ml  i.ivrrsics  aiisin,L;'  rimii  such  claims  so  rch-ascd 
as  aforesaid,  which  may  he  Tonnd  to  conliict  with,  and  Lie  adverse  !(.),  eacli  other." 

Second.  "  To  adjiid,L;'e  and  determine  npon  all  such  claims  under  the  aforesaid  act,  nr  prefi'iided  act,  of 
the  State'of  (Jeortcia,  as  may  be  found  to  have  accrued  to  the  United  States  by  ojieration  of  law." 

These  were  tlieir  powers.  Did  the  commissioners  err,  as  alle.i;'ed  by  the  pelitioneis,  in  the  e.Kercise 
of  thcui,  and  thereby  prejudice  them?  That  they  did  err  in  their  judganent  upon  the  law  of  (lie  case,  we 
are  saved  the  necessity  of  an  argnunent  to  show,  since  it  is  so  declared  by  the  Supreme  Couit,  and  I'ven 
admitted  by  the  surviving-  commissioners  themselves. — (See  the  certilicates  of  Thomas  Swanii  and  1'.  S. 
Key,  esqrs.,  hereto  annexed.)  And  the  committee  are  satisfied  that  this  decision  of  the  court  is  in 
accordance  with  the  general  principles  of  law  applicable  to  the  snbjcct.  If  it  be  so,  it  seems  necessarily 
to  follow  that  a  right  to  this  land,  to  tlu^  extent  of  the  claim  in  ipieslion,  which  the  commissioners  suppose 
to  have  "accrued  to  the  United  States  by  operation  of  law,"  did  not  so  accrue,  and  that,  consec^uently, 
the  United  States  holds  it  without  consiileration — because  without  having  "  inih'innified"  those  from 
whom  thej'  have  taken  title. 

It  only  remains  to  inquire  whether  this  error  gives  to  the  petitioners  a  right  to  redress,  and  to  that  mode 
of  redress  which  they  seek.  The  money  which  they  claim,  it  will  be  recollected,  is  in  the  Treasury  (.)f  the 
United  States.  Under  the  act  of  l!>14  it  was  within  the  control  uf  the  connnissiouers,  subject  to  their 
adjudication,  ag'reeably  to  that  act  and  the  sound  principles  uf  law  by  which  it  was  to  be  interpreted. 
They,  (erroneously,  as  they  admit,)  awarded  it  to  the  United  States,  who  still  hold  the  money. 

It  has  been  objected  to  this  claim  that,  as  the  said  act  contem|ilated  a  jinal  end  and  termination  of 
all  controversies,  Aic,  respecting  claims  released  on  the  judgment  of  the  commissioners,  that  there  can  be 
no  appeal  from  their  decision.  The  committee  think  this  objection  valid  as  to  that  part  of  the  claim  wdiich 
seeks  a  repayment  by  the  United  States  of  the  money  awarded  to  tlie  individual  members  of  the  (ieorgia 
Company,  whose  claims  were  found  "to  conflict  witli,  and  be  adverse  to,"  those  of  the  petitioners.  Upon 
such  conflicting-  claims  the  commissioners  appear  to  have  been  emiiowered  to  decide_/!/!«//.(/,  and  their  deci- 
sions in  relation  to  them  must  stand.  But  in  regard  to  such  portion  of  this  claim  as  is  supposed  to  have 
accrued  to  the  United  States  "  by  operation  of  law,"  no  such  conclusive  effect  is  given  by  the  act  to  the 
award  of  the  commissioners;  and  even  if  it  were  intended  to  be  final,  the  committee  do  not  think  it 
becoming  to  the  dignity  of  the  United  States  to  defend  their  possessirni  (.>f  this  fund  by  a  judgment  which 
is  acknowledged  to  be  erroneous. 

Before  closing  their  report  the  committee  would  advert  briefly  to  the  specific  prayer  made  by  the 
petitioners.  It  is  that  they  may  bo  paid  the  amount  of  money  winch  they  allege  to  have  been  wrongfully 
■withheld  from  them  by  the  commissioners,  or  that  they  maj'  be  reinstated  in  their  original  title  to  such 
portion  of  the  land  released  to  the  United  States  as  this  money  represents.  Their  agents  have  urged  the 
reasonableness  of  this  alternative  by  a  reference  to  the  terms  of  the  act,  and  of  the  release  under  it.  The 
release  and  assigmnent  to  the  United  States  ^axc  "  to  takt' effect  on  the  indemnification  of  the  claimant.^ 
according  to  the  provisions  of  that  act;  and  they  allege  that  if  indemnification  were  not  made  the  release 
would  have  no  effect.  The  committee  regard  the  act  of  1SI4  as  intended,  first,  to  secure  to  the  United 
States  a  transfer  of  all  the  title  which  the  claimants  had  in  tliis  land,  and  an  assignment  of  their  rights 
as  against  Georgia  ;  and,  secondly,  by  the  above  clause,  to  assure  to  the  claimants  themselves  adecj^uate 
justice  in  case  the  indemnification  shoidd  not  be  made.  The  release  was  made,  as  it  was  required  to  be, 
in  advance,  but  to  give  it  effect  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the  act  indemnification  should  follow,  which,  as 
we  have  seen  to  a  certain  extent,  has  not  been  the  case.  Can  it  be  said  then  to  be  a  valid  release  ?  Can 
the  United  States  equitably  hold  both  the  money  and  the  land'?  Tlie  committee  cannot  believe  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  (.'ongress  to  entrap  claimants  into  a  surrender  of  tlieir  rights  on  a  promise  of  com- 
pensation, and  then  take  advantage  of  an  error  committed  by  their  servants  to  deny  that  compensation. 
On  the  contrary,  they  think  it  is  the  part  of  justice  that  this  error  should  be  corrected,  and  the  petitioners 
reinstated  in  their  rights  as  effectually  as  they  would  have  been  if  an  unexceptionable  judgment  had  been 
rendered  by  the  commissioners.  This  can  now  be  done  only  by  awarding  to  them  the  money  which,  under 
the  decision  complained  of,  went  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  And  the  committee  believing, 
from  the  view  they  have  taken  of  tlie  subject,  that  they  are  entitled  to  that  relief  do,  iii  accordance  with 
that  opinion,  report  a  bill  in  their  favor. 

(For  the  jiapers  submitted  with  this  report,  see  anteci'dciit  Xo.  70L) 


23d  Congress.  I  No.    1217.  [1st  Session. 

APPLICATION  OF  OHIO  FOR   A    GRANT    OF    LAND    TO  AID  IN  THE  CONSTRUCTION   OF  A 
CANAL  TO  C0NNE(.'T  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  .\ND  OHIO  CANALS. 

COMlirXIC.MED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESEXT-iTIVES  .Nt-VUCH  24,    1834. 

PREAMBLE  AND  RESOLUTIONS  relating  to  a  canal  to  connect  the  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  canals. 

Whereas,  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  Ohio,  passed  January  11,  1828,  a  company  was  incorporated 
to  construct  a  canal  from  a  point  on  the  Ohio  canal,  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Big  Sandy  creek,  thence  to 
the  waters  of  Little  Beaver,  and  thence  to  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  intersect  the 
route  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal;  and  whereas,  before  that  time,  to  wit,  on  the  10th  day  of  Januaiy, 
1827,  an  act  was  passed  by  the  same  legislature  incorporating  a  similar  company  for  constructing  a  canal 
from  the  Portage  Summit  of  the  Ohio  canal  to  the  waters  of  the  Mahoning  river,  and  thence  to  meet  or 
intersect  the   Pennsylvania,  or  Chesapeake  and  Ohio   canal,  at   or  near  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  in  Pemisyl- 
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vania   with  liberty tliat  in  case  either   uf  said  canals   shall  be  continued  from  Pittsburg  down  the  Ohio 

river  and  up  the  vallev  of  the  Big-  Beaver  towards  Lake  Erie — there  to  intersect  either  of  said  canals, 
constructed  as  aforesa'id,  at  the  most  suitable  point;  which  act  of  incorporation  was  conferred  by  an  act 
of  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  passed  the  Uth  day  of  April,  182T;  and  whereas  such  a  connexion 
of  the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  canal  as  is  contemplated  by  either  of  said  acts  of  incorporation  would  be 
of  the  first  importance  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  especially  in  time  of  war,  as  well  as  to 
the  citizens  generally,  at  all  times,  and  consequently  decidedly  national  in  its  character;   therefjre — 

Resolved  hij  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  That  our  senators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and 
our  representatives  "be  requested,  to 'endeavor  to  procure  the  passage  of  an  act  of  Congress  granting  to 
the  State  of  Ohio  five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  the  public  lands,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  canal 
on  such  one  of  the  above-mentioned  routes,  connecting  the  said  Pennsjdvania  and  Ohio  canals,  as  the 
legislature  shall  deem  most  practicable  and  best  calculated  for  the  public  good. 

Jtesotved,  That  the  governor  be  and  he  is  hereby  requested  to  forward  to  each  of  our  senators  and 
representatives  in  Congress  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolution;  and  also  to  the  governor  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  requesting  tliat  the  same  be  laid  before  the  legislature  of  that  State,  inviting 
their  co-operation. 


M.^RCH  3,  1834. 


JOHN  II.  KEITH,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
DAVID  T.  DISXEY,  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 


23d  Congress.]  No.    1218.  [1st  Session. 

APPLICATION  OF  FLORIDA  FOR  A  GRANT  OF  LAND  TO  AID  IN  THE  CONSTRUCTION   OF 
THE  FLORIDA  PENINSULA  AND  JACKSONVILLE  RAILROAD. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF    EEPKESENT-iTIVES    M.\BCII  25,    1834. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

The  legislative  council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida  beg  leave,  again,  respectfully  to  ask  the  attention 
of  the  federal  government  to  the  important  project  of  eflecting  a  communication  between  the  Atlantic 
ocean  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  across  the  Florida  peninsula.  The  excavation  of  the  ship  channel,  so  long 
and  so  anxiously  contemplated,  it  is  believed,  will  not  probably  be  undertaken  by  the  United  States.  If 
it  is  to  be  abandoned,  your  memorialists  respectfullj'  present  to  the  attention  and  favorable  consideration 
of  Congress  a  project  for  creating  such  a  communication,  which  they  deem  feasible,  to  wit,  by  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  across  the  upper  neck  of  the  peninsula  from  the  town  of  Jacksonville,  on  the  St. 
John's  river,  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  at  the  disemboguement  of  the  river  St.  Mark's.  The  district  of 
country  through  which  the  railroad  would  pass  affords  advantages  certainly  not  surpassed,  perhaps  not 
equalled,  in  any  portion  of  the  United  States  of  the  same  extent  throughout  the  whole  distance.  The 
country  is  level,  of  firm,  solid  foundation,  and  the  few  rivers  which  the  road  would  cross  are  never  subject 
to  high  or  rapid  freshets.  In  ever^'  portion  of  the  route  is  found  in  the  greatest  abundance  the  finest 
timber  in  the  world  for  such  a  construction,  and  a  mild  and  delightful  climate,  where  frost  and  ice 
never  occur  to  impede  its  operation. 

The  legislative  council,  impressed  with  the  belief  that  it  is  a  measure  perfectly  practicable  in  its 
accomplishment  and  highly  important  in  its  consequences,  not  only  with  reference  to  the  interests  and 
prosperity  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  but,  viewed  in  a  national  light,  as  forming  the  most  important  link 
in  the  chain  of  inland  communication  between  the  extreme  north  and  south,  have,  at  their  present  session, 
incorporated  "  The  Florida  Peninsula  and  Jacksonville  Railroad  Companj',"  to  construct  a  railroad  from 
Jacksonville  to  Tallahassee,  a  distance  of  about  one  hundred  and  forty-five  miles  in  a  straight  line,  to  be 
there  connected  with  the  Tallahassee  and  St.  Mark's  railroad,  also  chartered  at  the  present  session. 
\\  ithout  the  aid  of  the  general  government  this  great  undertaking  will  be  retarded  fov  many  years,  or, 
perhaps,  totally  fail  of  accomplishment.  They  therefore  pray  the  attention  of  j'our  honorable  body  to  the 
following  resolutions: 

Re  it  therefore  rexolved  hi/  the  governor  and  legislative  council  of  Florida,  That  the  delegate  in  Congress 
be  requested  to  olitain  from  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  the  appointment  of  an  experienced  engineer 
to  survey  the  route  of  the  contemplated  railroad  from  Jacksonville  to  Tallahassee,  and  also  to  obtain  the 
relinquishment  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  in  favor  of  said  company  of  one  mile  on  each  side  of  the 
said  route  of  the  public  lands  through  which  it  may  pass. 

And  be  itjurther  resolved,  That  the  delegate  be  further  requested  to  obtain  from  Congress  such  appro- 
priations of  money,  donations  of  land,  or  subscriptions  to  the  stock  of  said  railroad  company,  as  their 
wisdom  and  the  importance  of  the  object  may  suggest  or  justify. 

Re  it  further  resolved,  That  the  foregoing  memorial  and  resolutions,  when  signed  bylhe  governor  and 
president  of  the  legislative  council,  shall  be  certified  by  the  chief  clerk  and  forwarded" to  our  delegate  in 


Lcingress, 

Passed  February  15,  1834. 

Approved  February  l(i,  1834. 


JOHN  WARREN,  President  of  the  Legislative  CouncU. 
JOS.  B.  LANCASTER,  Clerk. 


W.M.  P.  DUVAL,  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  truly  copied  from  the  original  on  file  in  my  office,  February  18,  1834. 

J.  D    WESTCOTT,  Jr.,  Secretary  of  Florida. 
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APPLICATION  OF  FLORIDA  FOR  A  GRANT  OF  LAND  TO  AID   i  X  THE   CON-STKICTION   OF 
THE  FLORIDA,  ALABAMA,  AND  CFORCIA    IJAILIJOAD 

COMMUXIl'ATF.Il  TO  THE  HorsE  OF  RErHE.SE.VT.VTIVES  SI.VRCII  25,    1S34. 

AVlicreas  the  coimexion  of  New  Orleans  with  the  0(jinniercial  cities  uf  tiie  north  by  a  continuous  line 
(if  railroad  is,  in  a  national  jioiut  of  view,  a  most  ini|Mirtant  object;  one  which  has  long  merited  the 
attention  of  Congress,  and  which  the  growing  iirospcrily  of  the  nation,  the  rapid  march  of  iinprovenient, 
the  gigantic  results  which  would  flow  from  it,  the  hidden  resources  it  would  develop,  the  Gordian  knot 
with  which  it  would  bind  the  threatened  Union  of  the  States,  the  idr-ntity  of  interest  it  would  produce, 
must,  at  present,  press  upon  the  consideration  of  Congress  with  irresistible  force.  And  whereas  a  company 
has  been  incorporated  at  the  present  session  of  the  council,  by  the  name  and  style  of  "The  Florida, 
Alabama,  and  Georgia  Railroad  Company,"  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  railroad  from  Pensacoia  to 
Columbus,  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  eightj'  miles,  nearly  one-fourtli  "f  the  whole  distance  I'roni  New 
Orleans  to  AVashington;  the  contemplated  route  of  which  will  pass,  in  a  great  portion  of  its  extent, 
through  public  lands,  fertile  and  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  the  great  staple  of  the  south, 
but  from  their  interior  situation  and  the  absence  uf  natural  channels  of  transportation  have  not  yet  been 
sold;  which  lands  will  necessarily  acquire  a  great  additinnal  value  from  having,  as  it  were,  an  artificial 
river  flowing  through  their  centre;  and  in  a  few  years  an  immense  district  of  country,  now  sparsely  and 
poorly  populated,  will  vie  with  the  other  fertile  parts  of  Alaliama,  and  contribute  its  proper  share  tu  the 
national  iudeiiendence  and  wealth.  And  whereas  (though  the  top(igra|ihy  of  the  country  throughout  its 
whole  extent  presents  natural  advantages  and  facilities  for  the  constructiDU  of  railroads,  superior,  perhaps, 
to  any  other  portion  of  the  United  States,)  the  companj'  will  have  to  encdunter  numerous  obstacles  in  the 
completion  of  this  link  in  so  great  and  desirable  a  scheme  of  internal  improvement.  And  whereas  it  is 
believed  and  hoped  that  the  eidightened  and  liberal  views  of  policy  entertained  at  the  present  day  will 
induce  Congress  to  extend  all  constitutional  aid  in  eflecting  an  improvement  more  completely  national 
and  entirely  practicable  than  anj'  (jther  heretofore  projected;  therefore — 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  legislative  vouncil  of  the  Terntonj  of  Florida,  That  the  delegate  in  Congress  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  requested  to  use  his  most  active  endeavors  to  present  the  subject  in  its  proper  light,  and  to 
obtain  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  a  survey  (by  a  competent  engineer)  of  a  route  between 
Pensacoia,  Florida,  and  Columbus,  Georgia,  and  granting  to  tlie  company  a  donation  of  all  public  lands 
through  which  the  same  may  pass,  not  exceeding yards  on  eacli  side  of  the  road. 

Be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  above  preamble  and  resolution  be  duly  signed  and  forwarded  to  the 
delegate  from  this  Territ(iry. 

JOHN  WARREN,  President  of  the  Legislative  Council. 

Adopted  February  15,  1S34. 


23d  Con'gress.1  No.  rJ20.  [1st  Session. 

ON    C  L  A  I  M    T  O    L  A  N  D    IN    ILLINOIS. 

COMMl'XIC.\TED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES,    MARCH    2S,    1834. 

Mr   C.  .TiiHXsox,  from  the  Connnittee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  )ietition  and  accom- 
panying documents  in  behalf  of  the  heirs  of  Philip  Renault,  reported: 

That  the  heirs  of  Renault  set  up  claim  to  a  tract  of  land  within  the  State  of  Illinois,  one  league  and 
a  half  front  by  six  leagues  deep.  A  copy  of  the  grant  accompanies  this  rejHirt,  marked  A.  This  grant 
purports  to  have  been  made  the  14th  of  June,  1723,  by  "Bois-briant  and  DesUrsins,"  the  flrst  a  command- 
ant of  the  province,  and  the  latter  an  officer  of  the  "  Compan;/  of  the  West."  Notliing  is  known  to  the 
committee  of  this  company,  or  the  powers  of  the  officers,  further  than  is  stated  in  Martin's  History  of 
Louisiana  and  Charlevain's  Ilistorj'  of  France,  which  show  that  such  a  company  was  incorporated  the 
(5th  of  September,  1717,  by  Louis  XV  of  France;  and  tiiese  authors  state  that  the  oflicers  had  not  only 
extensive  commercial  privileges  cwiferred,  but  also  the  power  to  make  titles  in  fee  simple  to  the  soil  in 
Liiuisiana.  The  evidence  before  the  committee  of  the  existence  of  such  a  grant  is  the  statement  of  the 
commissioners  acting  for  that  section  of  country  in  1810.  They  say,  the  "  board  is  in  possession  of  a 
d(.icument  belonging-  to  the  office  of  the  register  of  Randolph  county,  purporting-  to  be  a  record  of  ancient 
F'rench  grants  made  in  the  Illinois,  between  the  years  1722  and  1740;  in  which  document,  under  the  entry 
of  each  grant,  is  written  the  names  of  Boi.'i-briant  and.  JDes  Ursins,  as  grantors."  This  is  presumed  by  the 
board  to  be  a  correct  history  of  grants  issued  at  or  about  that  time,  from  the  fact  that  other  grants  of  a  sim- 
ilar character  were  produced  and  land  claimed  by  the  citizens  by  virtue  of  them,  as  descending  to  them  from 
their  ancestors,  and  the  board  of  commissioners  think  the  handwriting  in  the  several  documents  is  the 
same  as  in  the  grant  to  Renault;  no  other  information  is  given  to  the  committee  as  to  that  record  upon 
which  the  board  of  commissioners  were  called  to  act,  and  a  copy  of  which  is  now  before  the  connnittee. 
It  appears,  from  the  authors  above  referred  to,  that  the  Company  of  the  West  surrendered  its  grant  in 
1731.  The  applicants  allege  that  Renault  took  possession  of  some  portions  of  the  land  granted  to  him; 
that  he  made  some  establishments  upon  it,  and  that  he  sold  portions  of  it  to  other  individuals;  and  that 
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about  the  vear  IT-U  lie  left  tlie  continent  of  America,  and  retnrned  to  France,  where  he  remained  until  his 
death,  wli'ich  tn..k   place  some  short  time  after,  and  that  his  heirs   have  not  since   that  time   resided  in 

By  tin;  war  of  Itoii,  and  the  treaty  at  Paris,  in  1763,  Great  Britain  acquired  the  tract  of  country  in- 
cludiu"-  these  Lands,  and  by  the  war  of  the  revolution  and  the  treaty  of  1783,  the  United  States  (or  the 
State  of  Virginia)  acquired  the  same  territory,  and  by  the  cession  of  Virginia  the  United  States  acquired 
the  title  to  it.  It  is  now  more  than  one  hundred  years  since  the  grant  to  Kenault,  about  one  hundred 
years  since  tlie  Company  of  the  West  surrendered  its  grantor  charter,  and  but  little  short  of  one  hundred 
years  since  Renault  left  the  lands  granted  to  him,  and  the  continent  of  America,  as  stated  by  the  appli- 
cants- within  the  latter  period  neit'lier  himself  nor  heirs  appear  to  have  made  any  claim  or  cast  a  thought 
upon  the  territory  now  sought  to  be  secured,  until  within  a  few  years  past,  Avhen,  from  the  unexampled 
growth  of  the  western  portion  of  the  United  States,  its  value  seemed  to  present  an  object  worthy  of  the 
ambition  of  princes,  and,  from  the  known  liberality  of  this  government,  a  prospect  was  opened  for  reviv- 
ino-  a  claim  which  had  been  neglected  or  forgotten  for  near  a  century.  That  the  heirs  of  Renault  should 
ha've  remained  in  ignorance  of  this  claim  during  so  long  an  interval  seems  scarcely  possible,  when  we 
reflect  that  so  remarkable  a  circumstance,  in  the  history  of  their  ancestor,  as  his  residence  in  the  New 
World  for  such  a  number  of  years  immediately  preceding  his  death,  must  have  been  well  known,  and  its 
causes  and  incidents  could  not  have  failed  to  e.xcite  both  interest  and  curiosity,  wliile  the  means  of  infor- 
mation must  have  been  perfectly  certain  and  accessible  to  them.  It  is  diiScult  to  reconcile  this  know- 
ledf-e,  wiiicli  we  cannot  but  believe  existed,  with  the  fact  of  utter  silence  or  non-claim  for  near  a  century, 
except  ujion  the  supposition  that  the  claim  was  lost  or  forfeited,  by  reason  of  some  fact  which  has  itself 
been  forgotten,  or  as  surrendered  by  some  act,  the  evidence  of  which  may  still  exist  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Atlantic,  or  that  it  was  abandoned  by  Renault  and  his  immediate  descendants,  on  account  of  its  dis- 
tance or  want  of  value  at  the  time.  The  causes  now  set  up  on  the  part  of  the  claimants  to  account  for 
this  delay  are  whoUj'  insuflicient.  It  is  true  that  some  years  after  the  death  of  Renault,  as  stated  by 
them,  a  war  broke  out  between  the  French  and  British  governments,  of  which  this  continent  was  the 
principal  seat;  hut  it  is  not  true  tliat  the  war  extended  to  the  vicinity  of  the  territory  in  question,  or  in 
any  manner  obstructed  the  communication  between  that  territory  and  the  more  populous  parts  of  the 
province  of  Louisiana,  to  which  it  was  attached,  and  it  was  not  until  about  twenty  j'ears  after  the  death 
of  Renaiilt  that  the  territorj-  was  ceded  to  Great  Britain,  by  the  peace  of  1763.  But  if  it  was  at  that 
time  considered  a  valid  and  subsisting  claim,  no  sufficient  reason  is  assigned  for  not  asserting  the  claim 
in  the  interval  of  peace  which  succeeded ;  if  the  title  was  then  a  valid  one  against  France,  and  obligatory 
upon  Great  Britain  after  the  conquest,  and  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  the  claimants  looked  to  it  as  such, 
every  iirudential  consideration  must  have  admonislied  them  of  the  necessity  of  making  known  their  claim 
to  the  British  government,  to  prevent  a  disposition  of  their  property  by  the  British  government,  incon- 
sistent with  their  rights,  as  other  public  domain  belonging  to  the  Crown.  The  war  which  broke  out  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  colonies,  after  an  interval  of  ten  or  twelve  year's  peace,  is  no  sufficient  answer 
for  the  continued  neglect  of  persons  having  so  extensive  a  claim  as  the  one  in  c^ucstioii. 

The  committee  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  examine  the  question  whether,  upon  conquest  or  cession 
of  an  uninhabited  territory,  the  acquiring  nation  is  bound  to  respect  grants  of  the  losing  nation  to  per- 
sons not  inhabiting  the  ceded  territory,  not  holding  possession  of  the  lands  granted  to  them,  either  hy 
their  own  occupancy  or  that  of  their  tenants,  and  being,  and  continuing  to  be,  inhabitants  and  subjects  of 
the  losing  nation;  and  whether  such  grants,  if  not  provided  for  in  the  act  of  cession  or  treaty,  would  or 
would  not  entirely  he  dependent  upon  the  humanitj'  (ir  liberality  of  the  acquiring  nation,  it  would  seem  at 
least  to  be  necessary  that  they  sliould  at  the  earliest  opportunity  lie  l)rought  before  it  for  its  recognition, 
and  that  the  neglect  of  this  neccssai'y  act  of  respect  and  caution  would  of  itself  amount  to  a  dereliction 
of  all  benefit  claimed  from  the  grant.  By  the  war  of  the  revolution  and  the  peace  of  1783,  the  country 
was  again  transferred,  and,  from  lieing  a  part  of  the  domain  of  the  British  crown,  became  the  property  of 
the  United  States,  or  of  some  of  them,  and  after  this  peace  a  period  of  more  than  twenty  years  again 
elapsed  before  this  claim  is,  for  the  first  time  after  the  death  of  Renault,  in  anj-  manner  asserted  or 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  government  claiming  the  dominion  of  the  territory.  The  observations  already 
made  apply  with  equal  force  to  this  second  change  in  the  condition  of  the  country,  and  the  committee 
can  but  repeat  that  admitting  the  claim,  in  point  of  legal  validity,  to  have  been  unaffected  by  the  transfer 
of  the  country  by  conquest  or  treaty  from  one  sovereign  power  to  another  to  which  the  claimants  were, 
and  continued  to  be,  aliens,  they  cannot  account  for  so  palpable  a  neglect,  not  only  of  duty  but  of  that 
caution  which  self-interest  would  have  dictated  to  every  reasonable  claimant,  as  has  been  exhibited  and 
repeated  in  this  case,  but  upon  the  supposition  that  at  the  periods  of  their  several  transfers  the  heirs  of 
Renault  were  not,  in  fact,  and  did  not  consider  themselves  to  be,  claimants  of  the  lands  in  question  by 
virtue  of  the  grant  to  their  ancestor. 

The  committee  beg  leave  to  refer  briefly  to  some  of  the  public  acts  of  the  governments  claiming 
successively  the  dominion  of  this  territory,  as  evincing  that  no  such  claim  as  is  now  set  up  was  con- 
templated as  valid  or  subsisting,  and  as  showing  incontestahly  the  necessity  the  claimants  were  under  if 
they  had  any  claim  of  making  it  known  and  suing  lor  its  confi'rm.ation. 

"he  treaty  of  Paris  of  1763  nuikes  no  provision  for  the  confirmation  or  security  of  any  such  claim. 

The  proclamation  of  Governor  Gage,  December,  1764,  made  upon  taking  possession  of  this  territory 
on  the  part  of  the  British  government,  declares  "  that  his  Majesty  agrees  tiiat  the  French  inhabitants,  or 
others  who  have  been  subjects  of  the  most  Christian  King,  may  retire  in  full  safety  and  freedom  wherever 
they  please,  &c.,  and  may  sell  their  estate,  provided  it  be  to  subjects  of  his  Majesty,  and  transport  their 
effects  as  well  as  their  persons,  &e.  That  tliose  who  choose  to  retain  their  lands  and  become  subjects  of 
his  Majesty  shall  enjoy  the  same  rights  and  privileges,  the  same  security  for  their  persons  and  elfects, 
and  liberty  of  trade  as  the  old  subjects  of  the  King,"  &c.  This  proclamation,  which  is  to  be  considered  as 
an  exposition  of  the  rights  which  Great  Britain  considered  herself  as  possessing  over  the  ceded  territory 
and  the  French  claimants,  shows  clearly  what  would  have  been  the  fate  and  what  was  the  law  of  the 
present  claim,  held  not  by  any  inliabitants  of  the  country  but  by  subjects  of  the  King  of  France,  residing 
in  France  and  having  no  intention  of  becoming  subjects  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain.  To  retain  their 
lands  it  was  necessary  for  even  the  inhabitants  to  become  subjects.  On  what  condition  car."  it  be  sup- 
posed that  non-resident  aliens  not  intending  to  become  subjects' would  have  been  permitted  to  assert  their 
claim  to  lands  or  to  sell  them?  It  is  to  be  inferred  that  such  persons  were  not  considered  as  vested  with 
any  right,  unless  it  might  be  to  appeal  to  the  liberality  of  the  government  to  permit  them  to  sell  to  its 
subjects,  or  to  persons  about  to  become  its  subjects;  that  Ihev  certainlv  had  no  right  as  aliens  and  non- 
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residents  to  hold  the  lands,  iind  that  as  it  seems  snitaMe  on  a  transfer  of  territory  of  this  character  that 
those  claiming-  lands  under  the  old  sovereig'n,  and  especially  those  claiming-  by  mere  g-rant  withont  pos- 
session, should  themselves  do  some  act  for  tlie  security  of  their  titles  and  gaining  the  protection  and 
sanction  of  the  new  sovereign.  Xo  act  on  the  part  of  the  new  sovereign,  except  that  of  taking-  possession 
of  the  country,  is  necessary  for  ascertaining-  or  fixing  any  forfeiture  on  account  of  alienage.  To  be  more 
particular,  no  alien  can  hold  lands  in  the  British  dominions.  A  territory  is  acquired,  inhabited,  or  claimed 
l)y  alien  individuals;  those  who  become  sul>jects  may  retain  their  lands;  those  who  do  not  become  sub- 
jects cannot  retain  their  lands;  an  opportunity  is  given  for  taking-  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  thus  per- 
fecting the  title  to  the  land.  If,  being-  in  possession,  he  refuses  to  take  the  oath,  some  act  maybe  necssary 
on  the  part  of  the  government  for  asserting  or  ascertaining-  its  title,  or  for  ascertaining-  or  asserting  his 
want  of  title,  because,  being-  in  possession,  some  act  is  necessary  for  displacing  him,  and  because  some 
act  is  also  necessary  for  negativing-  the  presumption  of  title,  arising-  from  the  fact  of  ]iossession,  and 
some  act  may  be  neccssarj^  to  negative  the  presumption  (hat  a  man  actually  u])ou  the  soil  is  a  subject  of 
the  sovereign  of  that  soil. 

But  in  the  case  of  uncultivated  lands  claimed  by  a  non-resident  alien  none  of  these  reasons  exist, 
nor  are  anj'  other  perceived  which  render  any  act  necessary  for  ascertaining-  the  title  of  the  sovereign; 
individuals  are  connected  with  the  sovereign  either  by  being-  on  flie  territory,  which  implies  allegiance, 
or  by  being-  by  birth  or  oath  expresslj'  under  his  allegiance;  an  alien  born,  continuing-  to  reside  in  a 
foreign  country  subject  to  another  sovereign,  can  have  no  such  connexion  with  a  new  sovereign  but  by 
actually  assuming  by  positive  act  the  duty  of  allegiance;  no  presumption  or  implication  can  help  him; 
in  the  case  of  land  occupied  the  presumption  is  that  the  occupant  is  a  subject  until  the  contrary'  appears, 
therefore  inquisition  is  necessary. 

In  case  the  occupant  dies,  the  presumption  is  that  he  has  heirs  capable  of  inheriting  until  the  con- 
trary appears,  therefore  inquisition  is  necessary:  and  in  the  case  of  inqirovi-d  land  lying  derelict  the 
same  presumption  arises  as  to  a  capable  owner. 

The  treaty  of  1T83  contains  no  pro^-isions  upon  this  subject,  uiA  at  least  which  iii-ot(;cts,  preserves, 
or  recognizes  his  claim. 

The  cession  of  this  territory  by  the  State  of  Virginia  to  the  United  States  contains  the  following- 
clause,  which  is  considered  by  the  committee  as  having-  an  important  bearing-  on  the  present  inquiry. 
The  act  of  cession  provides  that  the  French  and  Canadian  inhabitants,  and  other  settlers  of  the  Kaskas- 
kias  and  St.  Vincent  and  the  neighboring  villages,  "  irho  have 2^>'ofes><ed  thcm»:lves  citizni;^  of  Virginia,  shall 
have  their  possessions  and  titles  confirmed  to  them,  and  be  protected  in  the  enjoj-inent  of  their  rights  and 
liberties,"  but  it  contains  no  provisions  for  claimants  under  a  foreign  g-overnment  not  citizens  of  Virginia. 

On  June  20,  1"S8,  a  report  was  made  to  the  old  Congress  of  the  United  States  by  a  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  nicrnorial  of  George  Morgan  and  his  associates,  respecting  a  tract  of  land  in  the 
Illinois  country.  The  report  states  "  that  there  are  sundry  Freneli  settlements  on  the  river  Mississippi, 
within  the  tract  which  Mr.  Morgan  and  his  associates  propose  to  purchase."'  After  mentioning-  other 
settlements  at  Kaskaskias,  Prairie  des  Roches,  and  Kaliokia,  it  proceeds:  "There  are  also  four  or  five 
families  at  Port  Chartres  and  St.  Phillippo,  which  is  five  miles  further  up  the  river.  The  heads  of  families 
in  those  villages  appear,  each  of  them,  to  have  had  a  certain  quantity  of  arable  land  allotted  to  them, 
and  a  proportionate  quantity  of  meadow  and  wood  land  as  pasture."  The  report  recommends  that,  from 
any  general  sale  of  the  land  on  the  Mississippi,  there  be  reserved  enough  to  satisfy  all  just  claims  of  these 
f.ncient  settlers,  and  that  they  be  confirmed  in  the  possession  of  such  lands  as  they  had  at  the  beginning- 
of  the  late  revolution,  and  as  had  been  allotted  to  them  according  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  the  govern- 
ments under  which  they  respectively  settled.  An  additional  allowance  of  land  is  also  recommended.  It 
is  then  proposed  that  the  board  of  Treasury  be  authorized  to  contract  with  any  person  or  persons  for  a 
grant  of  a  tract  of  land,  of  which  the  boundaries  are  described,  out  of  wliich  separate  tracts  are  to  be 
reserved  for  satisfying-  the  claims  of  the  ancient  settlers,  which  shall  be  included  within  a  prescribed 
boundary.  That  immediate  measures  be  taken  for  confirming  in  their  possessions  and  titles  tlie  French 
and  Canadian  inhabitants,  and  otlier  settlers  on  said  lands,  who,  on  or  before  the  year  1783,  had prnfcfised 
thcmseive.f  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  and  for  laying  off  the  several  tracts  which  they 
rightfully  claim  within  the  prescribed  limits,  and  for  laying  ofl"  the  three  addition;d  reserved  tracts,  suffi- 
cient to  give  each  family,  residing  at  either  of  the  five  villages,  400  acres;  that,  when  this  shall  be  done, 
all  that  remains  of  the  three  additional  reserved  tracts  be  considered  as  part  of  the  general  purchase;  and 
that  the  governor  of  the  western  territory  be  instructed  to  repair  to  the  P^rench  settlements  at  and  above 
Kaskaskias;  that  he  examine  the  titles  and  possessions  of  the  settlers  to  determine  the  quantity  of  land 
which  they  claim,  which  shall  be  laid  off  to  them  at  their  expense;  and  that  he  ascertain  the  number  of 
families,  to  determine  the  quantity  to  be  laid  oft"  in  the  several  reserves,  &c. 

This  report,  and  the  resolutions  for  carrying  its  provisions  into  efl'ect,  were  adopted  by  Congress, 
though  the  purchase  appears  never  to  have  been  made.  But  it  is  evidently  deducible  from  the  measures 
that  the  Congress  asserted  claim  to  the  whole  of  the  land  embraced  within  the  general  boundary,  except 
so  much  as  was  held  in  jiossession  by  such  of  the  French  and  Canadian  and  other  settlers  at  the  five 
named  villages  as  had,  in  1783,  or  before,  professed  themselves  citizens  according-  to  the  laws  and  usages 
of  their  respective  governments;  that  they  recognized  no  claim,  except  such  as  was  accompanied  with 
actual  possession  and  bdongcd  to  citizens;  that  they  considered  themselves  authorized  to  grant,  and  did 
by  these  resolves  actually  propose  to  grant,  all  the  rest  of  the  described  territory — thus  actually  resuming, 
if  any  such  resumption  were  necessary,  any  lands  in  said  boundarj'  which  ma_y  have  been  granted  fifty 
years  before  by  a  foreign  government,  and  were  then  claimed  by  non-resident  aliens,  who  neither  had 
possession,  nor  had,  in  1783,  nor  before,  nor  since,  professed  themselves  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or 
any  of  them.  The  committee  are  satisfied  that  the  general  boundarj^  of  the  land  thus  ofi'ered  for  sale 
includes  at  least  one  of  the  tracts  which  had  been  granted  to  Renault. 

By  the  2d  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  3,  1791,  it  is  enacted  that  the  heads  of  families  at 
Vincennes,  in  the  Illimiis  country,  in  1783,  who  afterwards  removed  from  the  limits  of  the  Territory,  are, 
notwithstanding,  entitled  to  the  400  acres  of  land  given  by  the  resolves  of  Congress,  &c.,  provided  that, 
if  tliey  or  their  heirs  do  not  return  and  occupy  these  lands  within  five  years,  they  shall  lie  considered  as 
forfeited. 

The  4th  section  of  tlie  same  art  provides  that  w-here  lands  have  been  actually  improved  and  cultivated 
at  Vincennes,  or  in  the  Illinois  country,  under  a  supposed  grant,  liy  any  commandant  or  officer  claiming 
authority  to  make  such  grant,  the  lands  stqiposcd  to  be  g-ranted  maybe  confirmed  to  the  persons  who  had 
im])roved  thcrn,  and  their  heirs,  not  exceeding  to  any  one  person  400  acres. 
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These  acts,  relating  particularly  to  the  Illinois  country,  have  been  quoted,  and  tlie  whole  legislation 
of  Cono-ress  may  be  referred  to  as  evidencing  the  uniform  distinction  that  has  prevailed  in  favor  of  those 
who  iniproved,  "and  continue  to  occupy  the  soil,  over  any  and  all  others  who  might  have  claims  to  it.  If 
those  who,  by  improvement,  and  occupancy,  and  citizenship,  in  1783,  had  entitled  themselves  to  the  400 
acres  of  hind,  given  by  the  resolve  of  1188,  but  wdio  had  sub.sequently  left  the  Territory,  were  required, 
under  penaltydf  forfeiture,  to  return  and  occupy,  upon  what  imaginable  condition  could  those  who  had 
left  the  Territory  in  1743  or  1744,  who  were  not  citizens,  but  alien  foreigners,  be  permitted  to  hold  claim 
to  unimproved  portions  of  the  soil  ?  There  is  nothing  in  any  of  these  acts  which  gives  countenance  to 
anv  such  claim.  It  finds  no  sanction  or  recognition  in  any  of  the  treaties  or  cessions  by  which  the  country 
changed  owners.  On  the  contrary,  from  the  omission  of  such  claims,  while  the  rights  of  persons  actually 
in  possession  are  guarded  and  secured,  tiie  inference  is  very  strong  against  the  validity  of  any  such  claim. 
The  argument  is,  that  the  actual  inhabitants  of  a  ceded  territory,  who  are  seated  upon  and  enjoying  lands 
••■ranted  to  them  under  the  former  sovereignty,  and  so  continue  under  the  new,  present  so  strong  a  claim 
h)r  the  conlirniation  of  their  titles  by  the  new  power  as  scarcely  to  require  provision  for  such  confirmation 
in  the  act  of  cession.  And,  indeed,  if  they  continue  to  occupy,  the  confirmation  itself  seems  to  be  an  act 
of  supererogation.  •  Very  different  is  the  claim  (if  the  alien  non-resident.  To  say  the  least  of  it,  it  is 
extreuicly  doubtful  wdiether  it  retains  any  validity  against  the  new  sovereign.  If,  then,  the  act  of  cession 
provides'for  the  confirmation  of  tlie  occupants,  and  makes  no  provision  for  tlie  non-resident  claimant,  the 
infi'rence  is  strong  that  the  claim  of  the  latter  is  abandoned.  In  this  there  is  no  injustice.  The 
acquiring  sovereign  knows  no  claimants  of  the  soil  but  such  as  are  upon  it,  or  sucli  as  are  expressly 
iirovideil  for  in  the  cession.  Any  other  claimant  may  justly  look  to  the  ceding  sovereign  under  w-hom  he 
claims,  and  whose  duty,  therefore,  it  was  to  guard  his  claim  in  the  cession,  if  it  was  intended  to  be  valid 
against  the  new  sovereign,  to  reimburse  to  him  any  loss  consequent  upon  this  neglect.  Suppose,  in  1740, 
when  the  Illinois  country  was  claimed  and  possessed  by  France,  a  French  subject  had  purchased  1,000,000 
acres,  paid  for  it,  and  received  from  the  King  a  gi'ani  to  him  and  his  heirs  forever;  that  he  never  came 
to  the  Illinois,  but  kept  tlie  grant  in  his  pocket,  leaving  the  1,000,000  acres  unsettled;  that,  in  this  con- 
dition of  things,  the  whole  country  is,  some  twenty  years  afterwards,  acquired  by  Great  Britain,  by  conquest 
and  bj'  cession  from  tiie  crown  of  France,  no  provision  being  made  for  him,  nor  notice  given  of  the  grant. 
If  the  grant  were  considered  as  subsisting  and  valid  against  France,  the  grantee  might  well  claim 
remuneration  from  that  government  for  transferring  the  whole  country  to  a  foreign  power,  and  thus 
disabling  him  from  taking  the  benefit  of  the  grant.  But  on  wdiat  ground  could  he,  continuing  a  non-resident 
of  the  ceded  territory  and  a  subject  of  France,  demand  of  Great  Britain  either  the  land  itself,  or  remu- 
neration for  the  price  that  he  paid  to  the  French  government?  If  the  land  is  given  to  him,  for  what 
purpcjse  is  it?  Is  it  that,  remaining  a  non-resident  alien,  he  may  hold  a  large  tract  of  territory,  either 
waste  and  uncultivated,  or  occupied  by  his  tenants,  owing  him  annual  rent  or  duty?  Or  is  it  that  he,  a 
foreign  alien,  may  receive  from  resident  subjects  the  price  of  the  land?  The  first  supposition  is  entirely 
inadmissible;  the  last  is  to  sup]:)ose  that  the  acquiring-  sovereig'n  would  gratuitously  confer  upon  an  alien 
and  non-resideut  the  right  of  selling  land  wdiich*he  could  not  hold,  and  the  price  of  which  would  otherwise 
belong  to  the  sovereign  himself.  Upon  the  acquisition  of  territory  by  any  power,  the  individual  owners 
of  the  soil  must  be  under  allegiance  to  that  power,  or  its  sovereignty  is  imperfect,  and  the  acquisition 
incomplete.  When  the  individual  owners  are  upon  the  soil  and  continue  there,  that  fact  itself  places  them 
in  some  degree  under  allegiance  to  the  new  sovereign,  and  entitles  them  to  protection;  and  it  being  incon- 
sistent with  the  humanity  and  liberality  of  modern  nations,  even  in  case  of  acquisition  by  conquest,  to 
invade  private  possessions  any  further  than  the  public  safety  requires,  the  possessors  of  the  soil  are 
entitled  to  become  subjects  and  retain  their  lauds,  and  the  privilege  is  generally  conceded,  in  point  of 
fact,  that  if  they  do  not  clioose  to  become  subjects  may  sell  their  lands  and  depart.  But  it  is  conceived 
that  this  power  of  sale  is  a  privilege  by  concession,  or,  if  a  right  at  all,  that  it  is  derived  from,  and  depends 
on,  the  fact  of  their  being  inhabitants,  actually  found  in  possession  of  the  soil  which  they  have  cultivated 
and  improved  to  the  benefit  of  their  country,  and  therefore  of  the  new  sovereign,  and  not  in  consequence 
of  a  bare,  naked  grant  from  the  former  proprietor;  and  that  therefore  no  such  right  belongs  to,  and  no  such 
privilege  can  be  expected  bj',  the  non-resident  alien,  much  less  that  such  non-resident  alien  can  be 
permitted  to  hold  lands  for  an  indefinite  period,  waste  and  uncultivated,  withdrawn  from  the  uses  of  a 
growing  population,  and  from  tlie  control  and  disposition  of  the  territorial  sovereign.  In  order  that  the 
sovereignty  be  perfect,  all  land  owners  must  be  subjects  of  the  territorial  sovereign.  Sovereignty  is 
presumed  to  be  perfect,  and  is,  in  fact,  so  unless  restrained  by  the  superior  force  of  another  sovereign,  or 
limited  by  convention.  In  acquisitions  by  conquest  the  sovereignty  is,  of  course,  complete;  in  acquisitions 
by  cession  it  is  complete,  except  so  far  as  restricted  by  the  instrument  of  cession,  or  other  compact  relating 
to  it.  Suppose  a  territory  ceded  which  has  not  a  single  inhabitant,  but  the  whole  of  which  has  been 
granted  by  the  former  sovereign  owner  to  various  individuals,  its  subjects,  and  that  thoy  continue  to  be 
its  subjects,  have  tliey  any  right  to  demand  of  the  new  sovereign  a  recognition  or  confirmation  of  their 
grants?  Can  the  new  sovereign  recognize  such  non-resident  aliens  as  the  proprietors  of  the  soil?  What 
would  be  the  condition  of  the  new  sovereign  shcjuld  he  make  such  recognition  ?  The  principle  is  the  same, 
whether  the  whole  or  a  part  of  thp  ceded  territory  is  thus  claimed  by  non-resident  aliens  under  a  mere 
grant  from  the  former  sovereign.  If  the  new  sovereign  is  bound  to  confirm  or  recognize  as  valid  such  a 
claim  to  100  or  1,000,000  acres,  it  would  be  equally  bound  to  confirm  similar  claims  to  the  whole  territory, 
and  Would  thus  be  acquiring  a  territory,  the  whole  of  which  is,  at  the  time,  and  might  be  Ibrever,  owned 
by  foreign,  and  alien,  and  ni.m-resident  proprietors.  No  such  obligation  can  be  admitted;  no  such  limitation 
of  sovereignty  as  would  follow  can  be  presumed. 

The  committee  have  thus  reviewed  the  principles  which  appear  to  them  applicable  to  the  claim  of 
Renault's  heirs,  as  it  is  affected  by  their  own  acts,  and  by  the  various  changes  which  have  taken  place  in 
the  political  condition  of  the  country,  and  by  the  acts  of  "the  last  and  present  sovereign  up  to  the  passage 
of  the  act  of  March,  1804,  which  they  are  now  about  to  notice.  By  that  act  the  three  land  ofiices  of  Detroit, 
Vincennes,  and  Kaskaskias  were  established,  and  land  districts  annexed  to  each,  within  the  last  of  which 

tlie  lands  granted  to  Renault  lie.     The section  of  that  act  provides  that  all  persons  claiming  land 

within  either  of  those  districts  under  legal  grants  made  by  the  French  government  prior  to  the  treaty  of 
1763,  or  by  the  British  government  between  that  event  and  the  treaty  of  1783,  or  under  any  act  or  resolution  of 
Congress  subsequentto  the  last  treaty,  shall,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  January,  1805,  present  to  the  register 
of  the  land  office  at  the  district  witfiin  which  the  land  claimed  lies  a  notice  "^describing  the  nature  of  his 
claim,  and  the  papers  evidencing  his  title,  which  shall  be  recorded.  By  the  same  act  a  tribunal  is  enxted 
for  determining  the  validity  of  the  titles  presented,  and  describes  the  mode  of  their  proceeding  and  limits 
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their  action.  The  conimitlec  is  ditsiHi.seil  tu  think  that  it  was  in  conSL'quonco  of  thi.s  act  that  the  attcinpt 
lias  hccn  made  to  resuscitate  a  chiini  wliich,  hdwever  h'.i?al  it  may  have  been  in  its  orifyin,  liad  h)n^-  befiin'. 
the  passage  of  the  act  lost  all  its  validity.  The  committee  do  not  believe  that  the  act  gives  sanction  to 
any  such  attempt,  or  that  it  can  be  considered  as  possessin.g  any  such  virtue.  If  this  title  was  nut, 
previous  to  tlie  passag'c  of  that  act,  such  as  this  nation  was  bound,  by  the  principles  of  justice  or  policy, 
or  national  law,  to  recognize  and  confirm  as  subsisting  and  valid  against  itself  there  is  nothing  in  that 
act  which  makes  it  so,  and  there  is  nothing  in  the  act  which  binds  the  nation  to  recognize  or  conlirm  a 
title  which,  independently  of  that  act,  it  was  not  bound  to  recogni/.e.  The  act  merely  erects  a  tribunal  for 
the  adjudication  of  titles,  and  prescribes  the  mode  uf  bringing  them  forward;  under  that  act  the  present 
claim  was  presented  to  tlie  commissioners,  wlio  made  a  detailed  report  upon  it,  not  confirming  it,  but 
stating  the  facts  relating  to  it,  and  examining  various  questions  supposed  to  affect  the  legality  of  its 
origin  and  its  then  subsisting  validity.  The  report  of  the  commissioners  was  favorable  to  the  title,  but 
did  not  confirm  it,  and,  therefore,  was  neither  conclusive  nor  final.  It  did  not  examine  any  of  the  questions 
which  have  been  noticed  in  this  report,  except  as  to  the  abandonment  or  forfeiture  of  the  claim  by  Renault 
and  his  heirs,  and  the  necessity  of  an  inquisition  to  ascertain  the  fact,  or  produce  the  legal  conseipiences 
of  escheat  or  forfeiture;  and  these  questions  it  left  in  doubt.  As  that  report  appears  to  have  been  the 
basis  of  an  act  of  Congress  confirming  the  title  of  Renault's  licirs  as  to  one  of  the  tracts  embraced  in  the 
grant  to  him  by  the  Conq.iany  of  the  West,  and  of  several  reports  in  favor  of  confirming  the  title  as  to  the 
tract  now  in  question,  wdiich  is  embraced  in  the  same  grant,  the  committee  think  it'due  to  the  case  to 
examine  the  facts  and  conclusions  of  tiiat  re)iort. 

The  facts  wliich  were  before  the  board  of  commissioners,  and  upon  which  they  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion, were  the  following': 

1st.  The  "ancient  record,"  as  it  is  called  by  them,  "  and  said  to  belong  to  the  ofiice  of  the  recorder  of 
the  countj'  of  Randol|)h,  purporting  to  be  a  record  of  ancient  French  grants,  made  in  the  Illinois  between 
the  years  1122  and  1740;"  and  under  each  grant  is  written  the  name's  of  "  Bois-briant  and  Des  Ursins  as 
grantors." 

2d.  Four  other  grants  of  a  similar  character  were  presented  to  tliem  by  French  settlers,  claiming 
their  lauds  by  virtue  thereof  as  descending  from  their  ancestors. 

od.  The  handwriting  in  the  last  documents  corresponds  with  the  liandwriting  of  the  ancient  records 
first  mentioned. 

These  seem  to  have  been  the  only  facts  before  the  commissioners,  from  wdiicli  they  conclude  that  the 
copy  of  the  grant  accompanying  tliis  report,  and  which  is  copied  from  the  ancient  record  in  the  recorder's 
office  in  Randolph,  is  a  genuine  grant  in  fee-simjile  to  Renault,  made  according  to  the  laws  and  usages  of 
the  French  government  at  that  period. 

There  seems  to  have  been  no  proof  before  the  commissioners  in  relation  to  the  ancient  record;  who 
had  made  it,  or  who  had  charge  of  it,  during  the  continuance  of  the  French  government,  British  or 
Spanish  governments,  or  how  it  came  into  the  ofiice  of  the  recorder  of  Randolph.  There  seems  to  have 
been  no  evidence  before  them  as  to  the  time  Renault  left  America,  or  when  he  died,  except  the  date  of 
the  deed  made  by  him  in  1740.  There  was  no  evidence  before  them  whether  Renault  died  with  or  with- 
out heirs,  nor  any  authority  produced  for  an  application,  in  their  name,  by  the  individual  avIio  undertook 
to  act  as  their  agent  and  file  this  claim  before  the  board,  and  the  committee  have  no  reason  to  believe 
that  any  such  authority  existed;  nor  was  there  any  evidence,  before  them  showing  that  Renault  had  ever 
taken  possession  of  the  lands  now  claimed  in  the  name  of  liis  hchs,  nor  is  any  such  evidence  before  the 
committee. 

Upon  the  face  of  the  paper,  relied  on  as  the  grant  in  fee-simple,  doubts  exist  whether  it  was  intended 
to  have  been  upon  condition  of  his  establishing  and  working  tlie  mines,  or  whether  it  was  granted  to  aid 
him  in  making  such  an  establishment.  The  former  construction  would  seem  the  most  probable,  as  the 
second  tract  is  granted  to  him  "  to  raise  provisions  to  supply  all  the  settlements  which  he  may  make  at 
the  mines."  It  is  most  probable  that  the  paper  produced  was  intended  as  a  concession  authorizing  him 
to  take  possession,  and  which  was  afterwards  to  be  completed  by  a  title  from  the  governor  general  wdien 
the  conditions  had  been  complied  with;  and  tliis  idea  is  confirmed  by  the  deed,  made  by  him  in  1740,  of  a 
portion  of  the  land  in  the  grant.  When  describing  his  title  in  the  deed,  he  speaks  of  it  as  a  title  derived 
from  Bienville,  the  governor  general,  and  makes  no  allusion  to  the  paper  now  produced,  signed  by  Bois- 
briant  and  Des  Ursins,  and,  in  the  deed,  describes  himself  as  "  director  of  the  mines."  U))on  Such  a  pa- 
per, produced  under  such  circumstances,  and  with  no  other  evidence  than  was  before  the  board  of  com- 
missioners, and  after  the  lapse  of  a  near  a  century,  the  committee  do  not  ].ierceive  that  any  presumption 
could  arise  favorable  to  the  claim  of  the  applicants;  indeed,  if  the  pajier  had  been  of  unquestionable 
origin  and  authenticity,  and  a  conveyance  in  fee-simple,  the  non-claim  for  near  a  century,  and  the  actual 
sale  of  a  portion  of  tlie  property  by  the  British  government  more  than  half  a  century  since,  as  stated  by 
the  board  of  commissioners,  would  have  created  an  irresistible  presumption  that  the  property  had  been 
retroceded  by  the  grantees,  or  forfeited  or  abandoned,  and  should  have  been  so  treated  by  the  board  of 
commissioners. 

The  board  of  commissioners  make  other  statements  of  some  facts  of  which  there  is  no  evidence  be- 
fore the  committee,  to  wit:  "  That  portions  of  the  property  granted  to  Renault  were  from  time  to  time  con- 
veyed away  by  him  to  individuals  by  various  notarial  and  judicial  acts,  and  it  appears  that  the  convey- 
ances from  Renault  were  respected  as  good  both  by  the  French  and  English  governments,"  and  from  this 
concludes  the  grant  was  good;  these  conveyances  and  recognitions  should  hav(^  been  presented  to  tlie 
committee  to  enal)le  us  to  decide  to  what  weight  they  wore  entitled. 

The  board  of  commissioners  examine  the  doctrine  of  escheat,  abandonment,  or  forfeiture,  and  come 
to  the  conclusion,  that  as  "  no  judicial  act  or  other  act,  that  we  know  of,  iofAi  place  to  annex  tlus  property  to 
the  domains  of  the  Crown  of  England,'''  that  the  grant  must  be  subsisting  and  valid,  notwithstanding  in  a 
previous  part  of  the  report  they  state  tlie  fact  that  a  portion  of  the  land  granted  to  Renault  "  was  con- 
sidered l>y  the  officers  of  the  British  government  /br/citerf,"  and  granted  by  them  to  others;  but  they  do 
not  consider  these  transactions  as  weighing  anything,  because  "  they  seem  never  to  have  recffiveil  the 
sanction  of  the  British  King,"  thus  on  the  one  hand  considering  the  grants  of  the  Spanish  governors 
making  tlie  grant  to  Renault  good,  without  the  slightest  evidence  of  the  sanction  of  the  French  Kin 
and  those  acts  of  the  British  governors  on  the  same  subject  void,  because  they  do  not  "  seem  to  have 
been  sanctioned  by  the  Cniwn  of  England." 

The  position  assumed  by  the  board  of  commissioners  that,  upon  the  conquest  of  a  country,  there  is 
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some  'let  iieces.sarv  on  the  part  of  the  acqiiiriiio-  sovereign  to  produce  a  forfeiture  of  real  estate,  claimed 
bv  individuals  of  "the  lo.sing  nation,  is  not,  in  tlie  opinion  of  tlie  .■omraittee,  warranted  by  reason,  justice, 
or  |...licy  as  lias  been  heretofore  shown  in  this  report;  and  in  addition  to  this  the  committee  beg  leave  to 
refer  the  House  to  the  doctrines  upon  that  subject  as  laid  down  by  Chief  Justice  Kent,  m  the  2d  volume 
of  his  Commentaries,  page  46,  in  which  he  savs,  "an  alien  cannot  acquire  title  to  real  property  by  de- 
scent or  by  other  mere  fiperation  of  law,"  and  "  cannot  be  even  inherited  from  an  alien  by  a  citizen,  and 
upon  the  death  of  an  alien  would  instantly,  and  of  necessity,  without  any  inquest  of  office,  escheat  and 
vest  in  the  State,  because  he  is  incompetent  to  transmit  by  hereditary  descent."  Tins  doctrine  has  been 
repeatedly  recognized  in  our  courts.— (l!eed  vs.  Reed,  1  .Mumf.,  225;  Uawson  vs.  Godfry,  4  Cranch,  321; 
Jackson  vs.  Burns,  3  Binney,  75;  Blight  agt.  Rochester,  7  AVheaton,  535. 

This  is  believed  by  the  committee  to  be  the  true  and  proper  doctrine  on  that  subject,  and  conclusive 
against  the  present  application.  _     _  _ 

The  committee  cannot  but  feel  surprised  that  the  board  of  commissioners  should  have  permitted  a 
claim  to  have  been  iiled  in  the  name  of  the  lieirs  of  Eeaaidt,  by  some  unknown  person  claiming  to  be  an 
agent,  and  without  the  production  of  any  authority,  without  knowing  or  "specifying  their  names,  or  where 
they  resided,  or  anything  about  them.  So  far  as  the  committee  can  see,  from  all  the  information  be- 
fore them,  or  which  was  before  the  the  board  of  commissioners,  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  any 
autliority  existed  from  them  for  setting  up  the  claim,  nor,  indeed,  that  Rnc\\  persons  existed  as  the  heirs  of 
rhilip  Renault.  The  committee  cannot  but  suspect  said  claim  was  fded  by  some  individual  or  individuals 
unknown  to  the  committee,  under  the  hope  of  getting  a  confirmation  of  the  title  from  the  government, 
and  afterwards  searching  for  the  owners  and  purchasing  upon  speculation,  and  they  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve, from  verbal  statements  made  to  them,  that  said  tract  is  now  claimed  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  wlio  pretend  to  have  purchased  from  the  heirs  of  Renault. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  no  further  attention  should  be  paid  to  said  claimants,  and  the  said 
land  should  be  surveyed  and  sold  as  other  public  lands  of  the  United  States. 

The  committee  therefore  report  a  bill  directing  the  survey  and  sale  of  said  land 


23d  Cokgress.]  No.    1221.  [1st  Session. 

APPLICATION  OF  OHIO  FOR  DONATIONS  OF  LAND  TO  THE  OFFICERS  AND  SOLDIERS  OF 

THE  WAR  OF  1812-'15. 

COMIIU.N'ICATED    TO    THE    SEX.iTE    APRIL    7,    1834. 

PREAMBLE  AND  RESOLUTIONS  of  the  legislature  of  Ohio  relating  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  late  war. 

The  Select  Committee,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  resolutions  in- 
structing our  senators  and  requesting  our  representatives  in  Congress  to  use  their  exertions  to 
procure  the  passage  of  a  law  appropriating  a  portion  of  the  public  domain  to  the  officers,  militia- 
men, and  volunteers  who  served  in  the  late  war,  their  widows  and  orphans,  report: 

That  whether  the  subject  be  viewed  with  reference  to  the  claims  of  justice  and  gratitude  in  favor  of 
those  proposed  to  be  relieved,  or  with  reference  to  the  effect  which  the  granting  or  withholding  the  aid 
contemplated  must  have  upon  the  minds  of  our  citizens  and  of  posterity,  it  appears  to  your  committee 
to  be  of  great  importance,  and  justly  to  deserve  the  attention  of  this  legislature  and  of  the  general 
government.  That  class  of  persons  who  are  proposed  as  the  fit  subjects  of  national  gratitude  and 
bounty  are  most  meritorious,  if  exalted  patriotism,  dauntless  courage,  and  patient  endurance  of  suflering 
in  the  hour  of  trial  and  of  danger,  directed  and  applied  to  the  defence  of  our  beloved  country  and  the 
preservation  of  her  free  institutions,  can  confer  such  a  title.  If  a  comparison  should  be  instituted  between 
the  class  of  persons  relieved  by  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  June,  1832,  and  those  engaged 
in  the  late  war,  especially  those  engaged  in  the  defence  of  the  northwestern  frontier,  it  is  believed  that 
the  latter  will  be  found  to  be,  in  many  respects,  equally  entitled  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the 
government  as  the  former.  And  that  if  the  officers,  musicians,  soldiers,  and  Indian  spies,  who  served  a 
period  of  six  months  in  the  war  of  the  revolution,  are  entitled  to  the  bounty  of  tlie  government,  without 
reference  to  the  services  they  rendered  or  to  their  present  circumstances,  those  citizen  soldiers,  whose 
sufferings  and  achievements  in  the  service  of  their  country  are  as  well  known  and  as  fresh  in  our  recol- 
lection as  that  they  were  then  poorly  paid,  and  are  now,  many  of  the  most  worthy  of  them,  in  obscurity, 
poverty,  and  want,  are  alike  entitled,  not  only  to  the  gratitude  of  their  countrymen  who  are  now  in  the 
full  enjoyment  of  that  liberty  wdiich  tliey  fought  and  suftered  to  defend,  but  also  to  remuneration  from 
that  government  in  the  service  of  which  they  enlisted,  and  for  which  they  were  willing  not  only  to  suffer, 
but,  if  necessary,  to  offer  the  libation  of  their  blood  in  defence  of  her  rights  and  of  her  injured  honor. 
And  whilst  the  nation,  at  peace  with  all  the  world,  has  an  overflowing  Treasury,  and  is  at  a  loss  to  deter- 
mine upon  the  best  method  of  disposing  of  her  vast  domain,  your  committee  know  of  no  use  to  which  a 
portion  of  it  can  be  better  applied  than  by  rewarding  her  brave  and  patriotic  citizens  who  proved  their 
devotion  to  the  cause  of  liberty  in  the  late  war,  and  who,  in  that  noble  service,  besides  privation  and 
bodily  siJllerings,  sustained  great  losses  and  sacrifices  of  property.  Such  a  measure  on  the  part  of  the 
government,  ^^hile  it  would  have  but  little  comparative  influence  upon  her  resources,  would  contribute 
more  to  exalt  her  character  for  justice,  gratitude,  and  magnanimity,  than  any  other  dispositic*  of  a  like 
quantity  of  her  pulilic  land  thai  can  at  this  time  be  made.  Your  committee  therefore  reoommend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolutions: 

Besolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  Stale  of  Ohio,  That  the  senators  of  this  State  in  Congress  be, 
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and  they  are  lierelij-  instructeil,  and  our  reiiresoiitativo.s  re(]nostcd,  to  endeavor  to  pr(}cure  the  passaR-e  of 
a  law  appropriating  a  portion  of  the  public  donmin  to  the  ofticers,  militiamen,  au.l  volunteers  who  served 
in  the  late  war  for  a  period  of  three  months  or  upwards;  also  to  the  whlows  and  orphans  of  those  wiio 
were  kdled  by  the  Indians  during  that  war,  and  U>  those  who  enlisted  and  served  for  twelve  or  ei"-liteen 
months,  and  who  have  not  reeeived  the  bounty  land.  " 

/iesolced,  That  his  exeelleney  the  governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested   to  forward  to  each  of  our 
senators  and  representatives  in  Congress  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  report  and  resolution. 

JOHN  11.  KEITH,  Speaker  of  the  Ilou^^e  of  Represenlatiues 
DAVID  T.  DISNEY,  Speaker  of  (lie  Senate. 

February  28,  1S34. 


23d    CnxGRKss.]  No.    1222.  [1st  Session. 

APPLICATION  OF  OHIO  FOR  A  DISTRIBUTION  OF  A  PART  OF  THE  PROCEEDS  OF  THE  SALES 
OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS  AMONG  THE  SEVERAL  STATES  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  EDUCATION. 

CO.MML'.VIC.\TED  TO  THE  SE.V.\TE  APRIL  7,    1834. 

KESObOTION"  relating  to  schools. 

Resolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  That  our  senators  be  instructed,  and  our  repre- 
sentatives-in  Congress  be  requested,  to  use  their  exertions  to  induce  the  general  government  to  grant  to 
the  respective  States,  in  proportion  to  their  representative  numbers,  a  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  national 
domain  for  the  purposes  of  education. 

Ilesoh-ed,  That  his  e.xcellency  the  governor  be  requested  to  transmit  to  each  of  our  senators  and 
representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution. 


March  3,  1834. 


JOHN  H.  KEITH,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatiues. 
D.WID  T.  DISNEY,  Speaker  cf  the  Smate. 


23d  Con-gress.]  No     1223.  [1st  Session. 


ON  CLAIM  TO  A  BOUNTY  LAND  WARRANT  FOR  THE  MILITARY  SERVICES  OF  A  SLAVE  BY 

HIS  OWNER. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REl'RESE.VTATIVES    APRII,    7,     1834. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,   to    whom   was   referred   the  petition  of 

Benjamin  Oden,  reported: 

That  a  slave  named  Frederick,  belonging  to  Benjamin  Oden,  ran  away  from  his  master  in  the  spring 
of  1814,  and  enlisted  as  a  common  soldier,  by  the  name  of  William  Williams,  by  ensign  Martin,  of  the 
38th  infantry,  on  the  oth  of  April,  1814,  during  the  war;  that  he  continued  in  the  service  until  the  19tli 
of  March,  1815,  when  he  died  in  the  hcjspital  at  Baltimore,  his  master  never  having  recovered  the  posses- 
sion of  said  servant. 

The  questions  presented  to  the  committee  are,  whether  the  master  of  said  servant  is  entitled  to  the 
bounty  land  to  which  said  William  Williams  or  his  heirs  would  have  been  entitled  if  he  bad  been  a  free 
man,  and  to  the  balance  of  pay  to  which  said  William  Williams  was  entitled  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

The  committee  do  not  think  pniper  to  examine  these  questions  and  decide  them  upon  what  might  be 
considered  strict  principles  of  law  applicable  to  them;  but  inasmuch  as  the  government  has  actually 
received  ttie  services  of  said  Williams,  for  which,  if  he  had  been  a  free  man,  he  would  have  been  entitled 
to  his  pay  and  bounty  land  under  the  laws  of  the  land,  they  think  the  same  should  be  paid  over  to  his 
master,  who  was  the  actual  sufl'erer  by  the  improper  conduct  of  the  servant,  if  not  also  of  the  officer  who 
enlisted  him,  and  report  a  bill  accordingly. 
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No.  1224.  [1st  SEssiofj. 


ON   CLAIM   TO    LAND    IN    MISSISSIPPI. 

COMMUNICATED  T(l  THE  HOVSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  APRII,  8,    1834. 

Mr.  Carr,  from  tlic  Comniittce  on  Piivate  Land  Claims,   to   wliom  was  reterred   the  petition  of  Eliza  S. 
Williams,  widow  of  Isaac  Williams,  deceased,  reported: 

Tliat  the  pciitioner  sets  forth  that  on  the  10th  day  of  December,  1816,  Isaac  Bush  purchased  of  the 
Uiiitccl  States,  at  the  land  odice  at  Washin.<;-ton,  Mississippi,  the  fractional  sections  Nos.  39  and  41,  in 
tuwnship  No.'l,  of  rang-e  No.  1  west,  in  the  land  district  west  of  Pearl  river;  that  said  Isaac  Williams, 
as  assignee  of  the  said  Isaac  Bush,  obtained  a  certificate  of  further  credit  from  the  register  of  said  land 
office,  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  2d  of  March,  1821,  prolonging  the  time  of  payment  until  the  31st 
of  March,  1829;  that  previ(jus  to  the  time  so  limited  for  the  completion  of  the  payment  by  the  act  afore- 
said, two  claims  in  the  names  of  Catharine  Surgett  and  Charles  Surgett,  derived  from  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, were  presented  n|iwn  the  map  of  said  township  and  range  by  the  surveyor  general,  by  which  the 
greater  pan  of  the  land  claimed  under  the  purchase  of  said  Bush  was  embraced.  Thus  circumstanced,  the 
representatives  of  Isaac  Williams  were  prevented  from  completing  the  payments  for  said  land  at  the  time 
required  in  the  certificate  granting  further  credit,  &c. 

Petitioner  further  represents  that  the  claimants  under  the  Spanish  warrants  of  survey  to  the  said 
Catharine  Surgett  and  Cliarles  Surgett  having,  by  an  act  of  Congress  passed  on  the  3d  of  July,  1832, 
obtained  the  right  of  locating  other  lands  in  lieu  of  that  surveyed  for  them  in  said  township  and  range, 
conUicting  with  the  land  claimed  by  the  petitioner  in  behalf  of  the  legal  representatives  of  her  deceased 
husband,  there  is  now  no  adverse  claim  or  any  impediment  to  the  payments  of  the  balance  due  on 
said  land  which  has  hitherto  existed.  The  act  passed  for  the  relief  of  land  debtors  having  expired, 
petitioner  j)ray.s  that  the  legal  representatives  of  Isaac  AVilliams,  deceased,  may  be  authorized  by  law  to 
re-enter  or  become  the  purchaser  at  private  sale  of  so  much  of  said  fractional  sections  Nos.  39  and  41,  in 
township  No.  1,  of  range  No.  1  west,  not  disposed  of  since  the  forfeiture  thereof.  The  register  of  the 
land  office  aforesaid  certifies  to  the  assignment  of  the  certificate  to  Williams,  and  of  the  further  credit, 
and  exhibits  a  diagram  showing  that  the  lands  of  said  Catharine  and  Charles  Surgett  do  not  interfere 
with  those  lands  which  the  petitioner  wishes  to  purchase. 

From  the  evidence  before  the  committee,  in  addition  to  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  petition,  the  committee 
are  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  granted,  and  for  that  purpose  report  a  bill. 


23d  Congress.]  No.    1225.  [1st  Session. 

ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    MICHIGAN. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENT.\TIVES    APRIL    8,     1834. 

Mr.  Cap.r,  from  the  Committee  un  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  25th  March,  the  peti- 
tion of  Daniel  Whitney,  James  Porlier,  John  P.  Arndt,  Augustus  Grignon,  Louis  Griguon,  and  Michael 
Duusman,  reported: 

That  said  petitioners  represent  themselves  to  be  the  owners  of  certain  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort 
Howard,  at  Green  Bay,  which  were  confirmed  by  the  acts  of  the  21st  February,  1823,  and  Hth  April, 
1828,  to  Jacques  Porlier,  Louis  Grignon,  Peter  Grignon,  James  Veaux,  Alexis  Gardipier,  and  Francis 
Lavanture,  for  which  lands  they  are  entitled  to  patents  from  the  United  States,  and  for  which  patents 
would  have  been  issued  at  the  same  time  that  patents  for  similar  claims  in  that  vicinity  were  issued,  had 
not  the  officer  in  command  of  Fort  Howard,  at  the  time  when  the  claims  at  Green  Bay  were  surveyed, 
pointed  out  to  the  surveyor  and  reserved  much  more  land  than  was  actually  occupied  for  military  pur- 
poses, therebj-  preventing  the  surveyor  from  surveying  and  returning  plats  of  all  the  lands  actually  con- 
firmed to  the  claimants. 

By  reference  to  the  report  of  the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  act  of  11th  of  May,  1820,  to 
investigate  titles  and  claims  to  land  at  Green  Bay,  the  committee  find  that  the  claims  of  Jacques  Porlier 
and  Louis  Grignon  were  recommended  for  confirmation  by  the  said  commissioners,  and  were  actuallj^  con- 
firmed bj'  a  suljsequent  act  of  Congress,  of  21st  February,  1823,  subject,  however,  to  any  reservation  that 
might  have  been  made  for  public  uses.  As  no  such  reservaticm  had  been  made,  so  far  as  the  committee 
have  been  informed,  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  confirmation  of  title  to  those  claimants  was  complete, 
and  that  they  should  have  received  patents  for  the  land  confirmed  to  them  at  the  same  time  that  patents 
were  issued  for  other  claims  in  the  same  vicinity. 

By  reference  to  the  report  of  the  aforesaid  lioard  of  commissioners,  while  acting  under  the  law  of 
21st  February,  1823,  the  committee  find  that  the  claims  of  Peter  Grignon,  James  Veaux,  Alexis  Gardipier, 
and  Francis  Lavanture  are  recommended  for  confirmation  by  the  board  with  the  usual  limitatigns;  and  on 
reten-ing  to  the  act  of  llth  April,  1828,  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  title  of  these  claimants  was  con- 
firmed to  all  the  land  recommended  to  be  confirmed  to  them  by  the  commissioners,  with  the  exception  of 
such  lands  as  were  "  occupied  fiu-  military  purposes." 

From  the  testimony  adduced,  the  committee  are  not  fully  satisfied  that  a  part  of  the  land  thus  recom- 
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mended  for  continnatimi,  and  thus  confirmed,  was  not,  at  tlie  time  wlien  tlie  sni'vej'  of  private  land  claims 
was  made  in  tliat  vicinity,  oC('iii)iod  for  military  pnrposes;  but  as  tlio  fiftli  section  of  tiie  act  of  21st 
Febrnary,  18'23,  aforesaid,  grants  the  land  to  the  claimants  positivcl.v,  on  certain  conditions,  and  without 
any  qualification  as  to  its  beiiia,-  occupied  at  a  subsequent  period  for  military  purposes,  it  is  believed  that 
the  claimants  have  an  e(|uitable  claim  npon  the  government  for  such  portions  of  their  respective  farms  as 
are  now  required  for  the  use  of  the  government,  and  that  it  is  but  justice  that  the  remainder  of  their 
claims,  which  is  not  occupied  or  required  for  military  pnrposes,  should  be  patented  to  them  according  to 
law;  and  for  this  purpose,  and  that  the  claimants  may  receive  a  fair  compensation  for  whatever  part  of 
their  lands  may  be  required  for  the  use  of  the  garrison,  the  couimittee  report  a  bill. 


23d  Congress.!  No.    1226.  [Ist  Session. 


0  N    C  L  A  I  M    T  0    LAND    I  N    V  L  0  1!  I  D  A  . 

COMMU.VICATED    TO    THE    UOl'SE    OF    RErRESEXT.iTIVES    .\PRIL    S,    1834. 

Mr.  Ashley,  from  the  Committee  on  Public   Lauds,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Peter  Alba, 

reported : 

That  in  the  year  1817  the  Spanish  authorities  exposed  to  public  sale  a  number  of  lots  situated  in  the 
city  of  Pensacola,  when  Joseph  Swett  being  the  highest  bidder,  ten  of  said  lots  were  struck  off"  to  him; 
but  in  consequence  of  his  failure  to  attend  and  comply  with  the  terms  of  sale,  the  ten  lots,  together  with 
five  others,  were  adjudged  and  conveyed  to  the  petitioner,  Peter  Alba,  by  the  governor  of  Pensacola,  for 
a  valuable  consideration.  After  the  cession  of  Florida,  Alba  submitted  to  the  board  of  commissioners 
ap]iointcd  to  examine  and  adjust  land  titles  in  that  Territory,  certain  papers  under  which  he  claimed 
title.  The  commissioners  rejected  the  claim  on  the  ground  that  the  papers  exhibited  were  fraudulent  and 
antedated.  It,  however,  appears  fr(.im  documents  accompanying  Alba's  petition  that  he  had,  at  the  time  of 
presenting  his  claim  to  the  board,  sufficient  evidence  of  title  to  establish  his  right  to  the  property  claimed, 
but  perhaps  did  not  exhibit  the  same  as  fully  as  he  should  have  done.  It  also  appears  that  a  portion  of 
the  property  lias  been  S(.ild  to  innocent  purchasers  for  a  valuable  consideration. 

The  foregoing  facts  being  supported  by  the  subjoined  statement  of  the  Hon.  Joseph  M.  "White,  the 
committee  are  of  opinion  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ouglit  to  lie  granted,  and  report  a  bill  accordingly'. 

Mr.  White,  of  Florida,  having  understood  that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
that  he  should  state  what  he  knows  of  the  claim  of  Peter  Alba,  has  the  honor  to  say  that  he  was  one  of 
the  commissioners  in  Florida  to  whom  the  claim  was  presented.  The  claim  originated  in  a  sale  of  out 
lots  made  by  the  governor  of  the  province  in  ISll.  There  is  no  question  of  the  authority  of  the  governor, 
nor  of  his  right  to  sell,  or  that  he  did  sell  these  lots,  and  that  the  original  purchaser  having  failed  to  com- 
ply with  the  condition  of  the  sale,  they  were  adjudicated  to  Peter  Alba,  who  has  since  sold  them,  or  a  part 
of  them,  to  innocent  purchasers.  If  Alba  had  presented  this  record  to  the  commissioners,  the  title  would 
have  been  confirnied,  as  all  the  other  titles  depending  on  that  record,  and  similar  in  all  respects  to  his, 
were  confirmed.  He,  however,  forged  a  complete  ro_yal  grant,  in  the  name  of  the  governor,  to  make  his 
title  better  than  the  others,  and  in  letting  go  the  substance  and  grasping  at  the  shadow,  the  commission- 
ers having  no  other  than  his  grant,  forged  as  I  have  represented,  rejected  the  title.  He,  and  those  who 
claim  under  him,  now  exhibit  the  same  evidence  on  which  similar  claims  have  been  confirmed,  and  Mr. 
White  thinks  this  title  ought  to  he  confirmed,  and  that  it  is  a  valid  title  under  the  treaty  with  Spain,  and 
has  been  so  decided  by  the  commissioners  and  Congress  heretofore  in  other  cases  in  all  respects  the  "same. 

House  of  Represext.\tives,  March  4,  1834. 


"23d  Coxc.ress.]  No.  1227.  [1st  Session. 


IN  RELATION  TO    SALES  OF  THE    PUBLIC    LANDS    ACQUIRED    FROM    THE    CHOCTAW 

INDIANS. 

CO.MMUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    APRIL    9,   1834. 

To  the  Himate : 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  OlBce,  made  in  compliance 
with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  29th  ultimo,  calling  for  "  the  dates  of  the  proclamations,  and  the 
times  of  sale  specified  in  each  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  in  the  district  of  country  acquired  from 
the  Choctaw  tribe  of  Indians  by  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  creek,  and  from  the  Creek  tribe  of  Indians 
in  Alabama;  and  also  the  causes,  if  any  existed,  of  a  shorter  notice  being  given  for  the  sale  of  these 
lands  than  is  usual  in  the  sale  of  the  other  public  lands." 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Washington,  Ajn-il  8,  1834.* 
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General  Land  Offick,  April  1,  1834. 

Sin:  III  compliance  with  your  request  to  report  to  you  on  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  28th 
ultimo,  in  the  following-  worths,  to  wit:  "  Bcxohvd,  That  "the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
to  communicate  to  the  Senate  the  dates  of  the  proclamations,  and  the  times  of  sales  specified  in  each,  for 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  in  the  district  of  country  acquired  from  the  Clioctaw  tribe  of  Indians  by  the 
treaty  of  Dancing-  Rabbit  creek,  and  from  tlie  Creek  tribe  of  Indians  in  Alabama,  and  also  the  causes,  if 
any  existed,  of  a  shorter  notice  being  given  for  the  sales  of  these  lands  than  is  usual  in  the  sales  of  the 
other  ]>ublic  lands,"  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  proclamation  of  the  President  for  the  sale  of  the 
lands  acipiired  from  the  Choctaw  Indians  under  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  creek  bears  date  August  12, 
1833,  and  that  the  sales,  as  appointed  in  said  proclamation,  took  place  at  the  times  and  places  as  follows: 

At  Chocchuma,  on  the  3d  Monday  of  October,  1833. 

At  Cliocchuma,  on  the  1st  Monday  of  November,  1833. 

At  Columbus,  on  the  2d  Monday  of  November,  1833. 

At  Columbus,  on  the  4th  Monday  of  November,  1833. 

At  Augusta,  on  the  3d  Monday  of  October,  1833. 

At  Augusta,  on  the  1st  Monday  of  November,  1833. 

At  Mount  Salus,  on  the  2d  Monday  of  October,  1833. 

These  notices  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  acquired  from  the  Choctaw  Indians  were  considered  at 
the  time  amply  sufficient,  and  were  not  unusually  short;  and  it  is  not  yet  known  to  the  Executive  that 
they  were  not  sufficient  for  every  puriKise,  as  to  time,  the  interest  of  the  government,  and  that  of  indi- 
viduals who  became,  or  contemplated  to  become,  purchasers. 

The  proclamation  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  acquired  from  the  Creek  Indians  in  Alabama  was  issued 
on  the  llth  of  December,  1833,  directing  the  sales  at  Montevallo  and  Montgomery  on  the  second  Monday 
(the  13th)  of  January,  1834.  This  proclamation  did  not  give  so  long  previous  notice  of  the  sales  as  is 
usual,  owing  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  an  ardent  desire  not  to  resort  to  coercive 
measures  to  remove,  unnecessarily,  intruders  from  the  public  lands,  and  to  enable  actual  settlers  not 
interfering  with  the  rights  of  the  Creek  nation,  and  individual  Indians  having  reservations,  to  secure  to 
themselves  their  domicil  and  improvements,  and  to  the  express  obligations  of  the  general  government 
under  the  treaty  ceding  that  territorj'  to  the  United  States.  It  is  believed  that  these  sales  at  the  time, 
and  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  have  produced  the  beneficial  eifects  anticipated  so  far  as  to 
dissipate  the  popular  excitement  previously  existing  in  favor  of  the  actual  settlers,  and  to  render  unneces- 
sary, in  a  great  degree,  the  resort  to  active  and  coercive  measures  to  remove  intruders. 
With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELIJAH  HAYWARD. 

The  President  of  the  United  Slates. 


BY  THE  PEESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

In  pursuance  of  law,  I,  Andre-w  Jackson,  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  do  hereby  declare 
and  make  kno\vn  that  public  sales  will  be  held  at  the  undermentioned  land  ofBces  in  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi, and  at  the  several  periods  hereinafter  designated,  for  the  disposal  of  such  lands  as  have  been 
officially  reported  by  the  sui  veyor  general  as  having  been  surveyed  within  the  limits  of  the  tract  of 
country  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  mingoes,  chiefs,  captains,  and  warriors  of  the  Choctaw  nation, 
under  the  treaty  concluded  at  Dancing  Rabbit  creek  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  September,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty,  to  wit: 

At  Chocchuma,  the  seat  of  the  land  office  for  the  northwedern  district,  created  by  the  act  of  Congress 
approved  on  the  2d  of  March,  1833,  commencing  on  the  third  Monday  in  October  next,  (October  21,)  for 
the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  undermentioned  townships  and  fractional  town- 
ships, viz: 

North  of  the  base  line  and  east  of  the  meridian  of  Choctaw  district. 

Township  twenty,  of  range  one. 

Townships  twenty,  twenty-one,  twenty-two,  and  twenty-three,  of  range  two. 

Townships  twenty,  twenty-one,  twenty-two,  twenty-three,  and  twenty-four,  of  range  three. 

Townships  twenty,  twenty-one,  twenty-two,  twenty-three,  twenty-four,  and  twenty-five,  of  range  four. 

Townships  twenty,  twenty-one,  twenty-two,  twenty-three,  twenty-four,  and  twenty-five,  of  range  five. 

Townships  twenty,  twentj'-one,  twenty-two,  twenty-four,  and  twenty-five,  of  range  six. 

At  the  same  place,  in  continuation,  commencing  on  the  first  3Ionday  in  November  next,  (4th  Novem- 
ber,) for  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  undermentioned  townships  and  fractional 
townships,  viz: 

Townships  twenty,  twenty-one,  twenty-two,  and  twenty-five,  of  range  seven,  norih  of  the  base  line,  and 
east  of  the  meridian  of  the  Choctaw  district;  also  the  undermentioned  townships  and  fractional  townships 
situate  north  of  the  base  line,  and  ivest  of  the  meridian  of  the  Choctaw  district,  viz: 

Fractional  townships  twenty-eight  and  twenty -nine,  of  range  five. 

Fractional  township  twenty,  (southwest  of  the  old  Indian  boundary,)  townships  twenty-six  and 
twenty-seven,  and  fractional  township  twenty-eight,  of  range  six. 

Township  twenty,  and  fractional  township  twenty-one,  (southwest  of  the  old  Indian  boundary,) 
township  twenty-two,  and  fractional  townships  twenty-five,  twentj'-six,  and  twenty-seven,  of  range  seven. 

Township  twenty,  and  fractional  townships  twenty-one,  twenty-two,  and  twentj'-three,  of  range  eight. 

Fractional  townships  twenty,  twenty-one,  and  twenty-two,  of  range  nine. 

Fractional  townships  twenty  and  twenty-one,  of  range  ten. 

At  Columbus,  on  the  Tombeckbee  river,  the  seat  of  the  land  office  for  the  northeastern  district  of  Mis- 
sissippi, created  by  the  act  approved  on  the  2d  day  of  March,  1833,  commencing  on  the  second  Monday  in 
November  next,  (llth  November,)  for  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  undermen- 
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tinned  townships  and  fi-actioiial  tnwiiships  situate  noiih  (if  the  ham'  line,  and  cad  of  the  meridian  of  the  Choc- 
tan:  dialrict,  viz: 

Fraetienal  townsln'p  fifteen,  and  townships  sixteen,  seventeen,  and  eighteen,  of  range  one. 

Fraetional  to\vnsiii[)  fifteen,  and  townships  sixteen,  seventeen,  cigliteen,  and  nineteen,  of  range  two. 

Fractional  townsiiip  tifteen,  and  townsiiips  sixteen,  seventeen,  eigiiteen,  and  nineteen,  of  range  tliree. 

Fractional  townships  twelve  and  thirteen,  and  townships  seventeen,  eighteen,  and  nineteen,  of  range 
four. 

Fractional  townships  ten  and  eleven,  and  townships  twelve,  thirteen,  seventeen,  eighteen,  and  nine- 
teen, of  range  live. 

Townships  ten,  eleven,  twelve,  thirteen,  seventeen,  eighteen,  and  nineteen,  of  range  six. 

Townships  twelve,  thirteen,  fourteen,  fifteen,  sixteen,  seventeen,  eigiiteen,  and  nineteen,  of  range 
seven. 

At  the  same  place,  in  continuation,  conniiencing  on  X\v^  fourth  Mondaij  in  November  ncH,  (25th  No- 
vember,) for  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  undermentioned  townships  an<l 
fractional  township,  north  of  the  base  line,  and  cad  of  the  meridian  of  the  Ghodaw  district,  viz: 

Townshi|JS  nine,  ten,  eleven,  twelve,  thirteen,  fourteen,  fifteen,  and  sixteen,  of  range  eight. 

Townships  nine,  ten,  eleven,  twelve,  thirteen,  fourteen,  fifteen,  and  sixteen,  of  range  nine. 

Townships  nine,  ten,  eleven,  twelve,  thirteen,  fourteen,  fifteen,  and  sixteen,  of  range  twelve. 

Townships  seventeen,  eighteen,  and  nineteen,  of  range  thirteen. 

Townshij.is  seventeen,  eighteen,  and  nineteen,  of  range  fourteen. 

Townships  seventeen,  eighteen,  and  nineteen,  of  range  fifteen. 

Townships  seventeen  and  eighteen,  and  fractional  township  nineteen,  of  range  sixteen. 

At  the  land  otiice  at  Augusta,  commencing  on  the  third  Monday  in  October  next,  (21st  Octolier,)  for 
the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  undermentiijned  townships  and  fractional  town- 
ships, forming  a  portion  of  the  country  ceded  by  the  Choctaws  under  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  aforesaid, 
situate  north  of  the  base  line,  and  east  of  the  meridian  of  the  Choctaw  district,  viz: 

Fractional  townships  one,  two,  three,  four,  and  five,  of  range  six. 

Townships  one,  two,  three,  four,  and  five,  of  range  seven. 

Townships  one,  two,  three,  fonr,  five,  and  six,  of  range  eight. 

Tuwnships  one,  two,  three,  fi.iur,  five,  and  six,  of  range  nine. 

Tiiwnships  one,  two,  three,  four,  five,  and  six,  of  range  ten. 

Townships  one,  two,  three,  four,  five,  and  six,  of  range  eleven. 

Also  at  the  land  office  at  Aug'usta,  in  continuation,  on  the  first  Monday  in  November  next,  (4th 
November,)  for  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  undeimentioned  townships  and 
fractional  townships,  situate  north  of  the  base  line,  and  east  rif  the  meridian  cf  the  Clwctaw  district,  eiz: 

Townships  one,  two,  three,  four,  five,  and  six,  of  range  twelve. 

Townships  one,  two,  and  three,  of  range  tliirteen. 

Townships  one,  two,  and  three,  of  range  fourteen. 

Townships  one,  two,  and  three,  of  range  fifteen. 

Townships  one,  two,  and  three,  of  range  sixteen. 

Fractional  township  one,  of  range  seventeen. 

Fractional  township  one,  of  range  eighteen. 

Also  the  undermentioned  townships  numbered  nortii  f)'om  the  thirty-first  degree  of  lalilude,  and  situate 
between  tlie  old  Indian  boundary  and  the  extended  base  line  of  the  (Jlwctaw  district,  and  vx'st  (ftlie  meridian  of 
the  St.  Stephen's  district,  viz: 

Fractional  township  ten,  of  range  six. 

F'raefional  township  nine  and  township  ten,  of  range  seven. 

Fraetional  townships  nine  and  ten,  of  range'eight. 

Fractional  townships  ten,  of  ranges  in'ne,  fen,  eleven,  twelve,  thirteen,  fourteen,  and  fifteen. 

Fractional  township  nine  and  township  ten,  of  range  sixteen. 

At  the  Commencement  of  the  first  sale  at  Augusta  there  will  be  oftered  to  the  highest  bidder  such 
lands  formerly  sold  at  St.  StepJien's,  situate  within  the  present  limits  of  the  Augusta  district,  as  have  been 
relinquished  to  the  United  States,  or  have  reverted  for  non-payment,  and  which  have  not  been  exposed  to 
public  sale  subsequent  to  the  relinquishment  or  reversion  tliereof. 

At  the  land  office  at  Mount  Salus,  on  the  second  Mondaj-  in  October  next,  (October  14,)  there  will 
be  exposed  to  public  sale  the  public  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  undermentioned  townships  north  of 
the  base  line,  and  west  of  the  meridian,  viz : 

Townships  sixfeeii  and  nineteen,  of  range  one. 

Township  nineteen,  of  range  six. 

Township  nineteen,  of  range  seven. 

Townships  sixteen  and  nineteen,  of  range  eight. 

The  reservations  authorized  by  the  treaty  will  be  indicated  on  the  official  plats  of  survey  prior  to  the 
commencement  of  the  public  sales. 

Each  sale  will  be  kept  open  for  a  period  not  e.rcecding  two  iceeks,  and  no  longer  than  may  be  found 
necessary  to  Lifler  all  the  lands,  with  the  exception  of  the  sale  at  Mount  Salus,  which  will  be  kept  open 
for  one  week,  and  no  longer. 

Lands  reserved  by  law  for  the  nse  of  schools,  or  for  other  purjioses,  arc  to  be  excluded  from  sale. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  twelfth  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1833. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

By  the  President: 

Elijah  H.ww.iRn,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 


BY  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


In  pursuance  of  law,  I,  Andrew  Jackson,  President  of  the  United  States,  do  hereby  declare  and  make 
known  that  public  sales  will  be  held  at  the  undermentioned  land  offices  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  at  the 
periods    hereinafter  designated,  for    the  disposal   of  lands   within   the   undermentioned  townships  and 
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fractional  townsliips,  in  the  tract  of  country  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  treaty  made  and  concluded 
at  the'city  of  Wasiiing-ton  on  the  twenty-fonith  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-two,  between  tiie  L'liited  States  and  the  Creek  tribe  of  Lidians,  to  wit: 

At  -Montuvallo,  the  scat  of  the  land  ofltice  for  tiie  Coosa  district,  on  the  second  BTonday  in  January 
next,  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  in  tlic  following-  described  townships  and  fractional  townships,  to  wit: 

Fractional  townships  twenty-one  and  twenty-two,  of  range  one  east. 

Fractional  townships  twenty,  twenty-one,  and  twenty-two,  of  range  two  east. 

Fractional  townships  seventeen,  eighteen,  nineteen,  twenty,  and  twenty-two,  of  range  three  east. 

Township  twentj'-one,  of  range  three  east. 

Fractional  townships  fifteen,  si.xteen,  seventeen,  eighteen,  and  twenty-two,  of  range  four  east. 

Townships  nineteen,  twenty,  and  twenty-one,  of  range  four  east. 

Fractional  townsiiijis  thirteen,  fourteen,  fifteen,  si.Ktcen,  and  twenty-two,  of  range  five  east. 

Townsliips  seventeen,  eighteen,  nineteen,  twenty,  and  twenty-one,  of  range  five  east. 

Fractional  townships  twelve,  thirteen,  fourteen,  fifteen,  and  twenty-two,  of  range  six  east. 

Townships  si.xteen,  seventeen,  eighteen,  nineteen,  twenty,  and  twenty-one,  of  range  six  east. 

Townsliips  thirteen,  fourteen,  fifteen,  sixteen,  seventeen,  eighteen,  nineteen,  twenty,  and  twenty-one, 
and  fractional  township  twenty-two,  of  ranges  seven,  eight,  nine,  ten,  and  eleven  east 

Townships  seventeen,  eighteen,  nineteen,  tweiity,  and  twenty-one,  of  range  twelve  east. 

Fractional  township  twenty-two,  of  range  twelve  east. 

At  Montgonieiy,  the  seat  of  the  land  office  for  the  Tallapoosa  district,  on  the  second  Monday  in 
January  next,  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  in  the  following  described  townships  and  fractional  townships,  to 
wit: 

Fractional  townships  twenty-one,  twenty-two,  twentj'-three,  and  twenty-four,  of  range  sixteen  east. 

Fractional  townships  nineteen,  twenty,  and  twenty-one,  of  range  seventeen  east. 

Townships  twenty-two,  twenty-three,  and  twcntj'-four,  of  range  seventeen  east. 

Fractional  townships  eighteen  and  nineteen,  of  range  eighteen  east. 

Townships  twenty,  twenty-one,  twenty-two,  twenty-three,  and  twenty-four,  of  range  eighteen  east. 

Fractional  township  eighteen,  of  range  nineteen  east. 

Townships  nineteen,  twenty,  twenty-one,  twenty-two,  twenty-three,  and  twenty-four,  of  range  nine- 
teen east. 

Fractional  townships  sixteen,  seventeen,  and  eighteen,  of  range  twenty  east. 

Townsliijis  nineteen,  twenty,  twenty-one,  twenty-two,  twenty-three,  and  twenty-four,  of  range  twenty 
east. 

Fractional  townships  fifteen  and  sixteen,  of  rang-e  twenty-one  east. 

Townships  seventeen,  eighteen,  nineteen,  twenty,  twenty-one,  twenty-two,  twenty-three,  and  twenty- 
four,  of  range  twenty-one  east. 

Fractional  townships  fourteen  and  fifteen,  of  range  twenty-two  east. 

Townships  sixteen,  seventeen,  eighteen,  nineteen,  twenty,  twent^'-one,  tweuty-tvs'o,  twenty-three,  and 
twenty-four,  of  range  twenty-two  east. 

Fractional  townships  thirteen  and  fourteen,  of  range  twenty-three  east. 

Townships  fifteen,  sixteen,  seventeen,  eighteen,  nineteen,  twentj',  twenty-one,  twenty-two,  twenty- 
three,  and  twenty-four,  of  range  twenty-three  east. 

Fractional  tcjwnships  twelve  and  thirteen,  of  range  twenty-four  east. 

Townships  fourteen,  fifteen,  sixteen,  seventeen,  eighteen,  nineteen,  twenty,  twenty-one,  twenty-two, 
twenty-three,  and  twenty-four,  of  range  twenty-four  east. 

Fractional  townships  eleven  and  twelve,  of  range  twenty-five  east. 

Townships  thirteen,  fourteen,  fifteen,  sixteen,  seventeen,  eighteen,  nineteen,  twenty,  twenty-one, 
twenty-two,  twenty-three,  and  twenty-four,  of  range  twenty-five  east. 

Fractional  townships  ten  and'cleven,  of  range  twenty-six  east. 

Townships  twelve,  thirteen,  fourteen,  fifteen,  sixteen,  seventeen,  eighteen,  nineteen,  twenty,  twenty- 
one,  twenty-two,  twent3'-tliree,  and  twenty-four,  of  range  twenty-six  east. 

Fractional  township  ten,  of  range  twenty-seven  east. 

Townships  eleven,  twelve,  thirteen,  fourteen,  fifteen,  sixteen,  seventeen,  eighteen,  nineteen,  twenty, 
twenty-one,  twenty-two,  twenty-three,  and  twenty-four,  of  range  twenty-seven  east. 

Fractional  township  nine,  of  range  twenty-eight  east. 

Townships  ten,  eleven,  twelve,  thirteen,  fourteen,  fifteen,  sixteen,  seventeen,  eighteen,  nineteen, 
twent}-,  and  twenty-one,  of  range  twenty-eight  east. 

Fractional  townships  eight,  nine,  ten,  eleven,  twelve,  nineteen,  twenty,  twenty-one,  and  twenty-two, 
of  range  twenty-nine  east. 

Townships  thirteen,  fourteen,  fifteen,  sixteen,  seventeen,  and  eighteen,  of  range  twenty-nine  east. 

Fractional  townships  eleven,  twelve,  thirteen,  fourteen,  fifteen,  sixteen,  seventeen,  eighteen,  and 
nineteen,  of  range  thirty  east. 

Fractional  townships  fourteen,  fifteen,  and  seventeen,  of  range  thirty-one  east. 

The  reservations  authorized  by  the  treaty  will  be  indicated  on  the  oflicial  plats  of  survey  prior  to  the 
commencement  of  the  public  sales. 

Each  sale  will  be  kept  open  for  two  weeks,  and  no  longer,  and  the  lands  reserved  by  law  for  the  use 
of  schools,  and  other  purposes,  are  to  bo  excluded  from  sale. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  seventeenth  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1833. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

By  the  President: 

Elijah  IL\yw.\rd,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 
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23d  Congress.]  No.    1228.  [1st.  Session. 

ON  GRANT  OF  LOTS  OF  GROUND  TO  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  ORLEANS. 

COjniL'NIC.WED   TO    THE  HIIUSE  OK  REPRESE-STATIVES  .\1'KIL  9,    1834. 

Mr.  Bell,  of  Tennessee,  fiom  the  eonniuttee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  tlie  mayor,  aldrrmen, 
and  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  rejjorted: 

The  city  of  New  Orleans  represents,  acciirding-  to  its  original  plan,  a  sqnare  of  ahont  a  mile  in 
extent  at  a  small  distance  from  the  river  Mississippi,  npnn  the  exterior  of  a  licnd  or  crescent  farmed  by 
the  river  in  front  of  it,  and,  of  course,  leaving'  a  narrow  space  between  the  t'ront  row  nf  buihling-s  and 
the  river,  increasing  in  width  from  the  centre  towards  both  extremities. 

A  question  has  arisen  between  the  municipal  authorities  and  the  United  States  as  to  which  has  the 
better  title  to  the  open  space  or  parcel  of  land  between  the  fi'oiit  range  of  buildings  and  the  river.  In 
1825  the  city  authorities  proposed  to  lay  otf  into  lots  and  sell  such  part  of  it  as  was  supposed  to  be  no 
longer  necessary  fur  the  public  uses  t(i  which  it  was  originally  appropriated — the  quantity  having  been 
ciinsiderably  augmented  by  alluvial  formations  since  the  city  was  founded — but  were  jirohibited  by  an 
injunction  i.ssued  from  the  "district  eonrt  of  the  United  States,  at  the  instance  of  tlie  district  attorney, 
claiming  the  land  as  the  property  of  the  United  States.  The  decision  of  the  district  court  was  in  favor 
cif  the  title  set  up  by  the  United  States,  and  an  appeal  was  taken  to  the  S\iprenie  Court,  where  the  cause 
is  still  pending. 

The  application  to  Congress  for  a  release  or  grant  of  the  land  is  made  in  belialf  of  the  corporation  of 
New  Orleans  upon  two  grounds:  1.  Upon  the  ground  that  the  title  is  in  the  city,  or,  at  all  events,  that  the 
municipal  authorities  and  inhabitants  of  the  city  have  a  property  in  the  use  of  the  premises,  which  neither 
the  courts  nor  the  government  of  the  United  States  can  interfere  with,  or  in  any  manner  alter  or  control 
the  disposition  which  they  may  think  proper  to  make  of  them;  and  that  Congress,  by  releasing  the  title 
set  up  by  the  United  States,  will  prevent  further  and  useless  litigation,  and  thereliy  do  an  act  of  magna- 
nimity becoming  the  government  of  the  United  States.  2.  Assuming  that  the  title  is  in  the  United  States, 
it  is  alleged  that  the  bank  of  the  river  has  been  preserved  and  the  alluvial  Ibrmatinns  greatly  facilitated  by 
the  dike  or  levee  which  the  city  has  been  compelled  to  make  and  keep  in  repair  from  the  foundation  of 
the  city  up  to  this  time,  at  its  own  expense;  and  that  tliis  fact  gives  the  city  a  claim,  in  equity  and  justice,  to 
the  land  in  dispute.  It  is  further  urged  that  a  grant  i if  the  premises  to  the  city  by  Congress  would  irmre 
to  the  public  and  general  use,  inasmuch  as  the  whole  commercial  community  especially,  and  all  other 
classes  interested  \n  the  health  and  prosperity  of  this  great  mart  for  the  products  of  the  west,  would 
share  in  the  benefits  of  the  donation. 

The  city  of  New  Orleans  was  founded  in  1720,  and  a  plan  of  it,  as  laid  off  according  to  the  practice 
of  the  Frencli  government,  appears  to  have  been  returned  by  the  engineer  or  [lublic  surveyor  of  the  pro- 
vince to  an  office  atttlched  to  the  department  of  the  marine,  in  which  all  maps,  charts,  and  plans  of  towns 
in  the  colonies  were  deposited.  This  plan,  an  authenticated  copy  of  which  has  been  exhibited  to  the  com- 
mittee, corresponds  not  only  with  other  and  private  plans  of  the  city  which  have  been  preserved,  but  with 
the  city  itself  as  it  now  is.  In  reference  to  this  plan,  all  the  lots  in  the  city  appear  to  have  been  sold. 
The  margin  of  the  river,  and  the  open  space  between  it  and  the  range  of  lots  fronting  the  river,  are 
embraced  in  the  original  plan,  and  upon  it  the  open  space  or  parcel  of  laud  above  described  is  designated 
by  the  word  "  Quai,"  distinctly  written  at  two  points  equidistant  from  the  centre.  Quai,  in  the  French 
language,  is  defined  to  be  a  shore  of  a  seaport,  used  for  loading  and  unloading  merchandise.  In  the_cities 
(if  France  situated  upon  rivers,  the  space  between  the  front  row  of  houses  and  the  river  appears  to  be 
universally  designated  by  the  same  term;  and  this  practice  of  France  and  her  colonies  in  leaving  open 
spaces,  denominated  quays,  between  the  front  streets  or  range  of  lnjuses  and  the  river,  to  be  used  as  a 
place  of  deposit  for  heavy  articles  of  trade,  and  for  the  convenience  of  the  public  in  loading  and  unloading 
vessels,  appears  to  have  been  general.  The  space  appropriated  to  this  use  in  New  Orleans  was  of  greater 
extent  towards  the  extremities  than  was  absolutelj'  necessary;  but  as  the  square  figure  was  adopted  in 
laying  oft"  the  city,  the  quay  could  not  be  adapted  in  quantity  at  all  points  to  the  uses  for  which  they 
were  destined,  by  reason  of  the  curve  made  by  the  river  in  front  of  the  city.  But  to  have  diverted  the 
ground  or  open  space  towards  the  upper  and  lower  angles  of  the  city  to  any  other  use,  public  or  private, 
would  have  been  to  derange  the  original  plan,  and  cut  off'  the  inhabitants  on  a  largo  portion  of  the  front 
of  the  city  from  that  open  and  direct  cummunication  with  the  river  which  it  would  seem  the  faith  of  the 
government  was  pledged  to  preserve.  From  the  earliest  date  of  the  city  up  to  the  year  1769,  when  the 
province  of  Louisiana  passed,  according  to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  1703,  from  France  under  the 
dominion  of  Spain,  it  appears  that  the  premises  in  dispute  were  respected  by  the  crown  as  property 
appurtenant  to  the  city,  and  destined  to  public  uses.  It  appears  to  be  the  custom  the  of  towns  of  France, 
as  well  as  of  those  in  the  colonies,  to  permit  buildings  for  public  convenience,  such  as  market-houses, 
fountains,  baths,  &c.,  to  be  erected  on  the  quays,  and,  in  conformity  to  this  custom,  some  buildings  for 
public  use  and  convenience  were  erected  upon  the  land  in  dispute  at  an  early  period  of  the  city,  and  have 
been  continued  thereon  up  to  this  time;  but  it  may  be  affirmed,  as  a  general  projiosition,  that  the  land  in 
question  has,  under  all  the  sovereignties  to  which  it  has  at  any  time  been  subject,  until  very  recently, 
been  regarded  as  belonging  to  the  city,  and  appropriated  to  the  pulilic  or  common  use  of  its  inhabitants. 
Most  of  the  exceptions  to  be  found  in  the  practice  of  the  governors  of  the  province  and  of  the  city  council, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  strongly  corroborate  the  general  truth  of  this  proposition.  In  1783 
Etienne  Plauche,  a  carpenter  and  calker,  was  permitted  by  the  cabildo,  or  city  council,  to  luiild  an  open 
shed,  to  be  used  as  a  workshop,  on  a  part  of  the  disputed  premises.  The  menmrial  upon  which  this  privi- 
lege was  granted  shows  that  the  ground  upon  which  it  was  proposed  to  build  a  shed  was  then  known 
and  designated  as  a  wharf  or  quay,  and  the  privilege  was  granted  upon  the  express  condition  that  it 
was  to  be  enjoyed  at  the  will  of  the  city  council.  In  1788  the  governor  permitted  Antonio  Baltran,  whose 
house  had  been  burnt  in  a  recent  conflagration,  to  build  a  small  house  on  a  part  of  the  same  premises.  A 
like  privilege  was  allowed  Thomas  Bertrand,  after  a  similar  calamity,  in  1794;  but  in  neither  of  these 
cases  do  the  jiroceedings  show  an  intention  to  make  a  concession  or  permanent  grant  of  the  land.     After 
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the  conflaf^ratiou  iu  1188,  and  again  in  1794,  manj'  small  cabins  or  sheds  were  erected  by  the  destitute 
inlialiitaiit"s  of  the  city  near  the  water's  edge,  in  front  of  the  city,  by  tiie  permission  in  some  cases  of  the 
g-overndr,  and  in  otiiers  of  the  city  coimcil.  In  1189  Arnaud  Magnon  was  authorized  by  the  gcvernor  of 
the  province  to  build  a  house  upon  a  lot  or  small  piece  of  this  land;  but  the  grant  was  expressly  made 
upon  the  grounds  nf  public  policy  and  expediency,  the  grantee  being  a  ship-carpenter,  and  a  ship-yard 
beiu"-  considered  indispensable.  In  the  opinion  given  by  the  assessor  or  law  officer  of  the  royal  treasury 
upon  this  ap|ilication,  it  is  stated  expressly  that  the  cabildo,  or  city  council,  might  object,  "  as  the  lot  was 
situated  within  its  precincts."  Some  further  evidence  of  the  original  destination  of  the  land  in  contro- 
versy is  furnished  by  the  descrijitive  clauses  in  numerous  recorded  conveyances  and  other  muniments  of 
titleto  property  in  "the  lots  of  the  city  fronting  the  river,  in  a  series  of  which,  commencing  at  an  early 
date,  these  lots  are  described  as  lying  upon  ov  adjoining  or  fronting  the  wharf  or  quay. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  some  consideration  is  also  due  to  the  policy  and  practice  of  the 
French  and  Spanish  governments  in  making  concessions  or  appropriations  of  land  on  the  Mississippi 
river.  The  lands  on  both  banks  of  the  river  in  Louisiana  are  alluvial,  and  when  in  a  state  of  nature  were 
subject  to  an  annual  inundation  of  several  feet  in  depth.  To  drain  these  lands  by  ditches,  and  to  confine 
the  waters  of  the  river  by  embankments  or  levees,  necessarily  preceded  cultivation.  To  accomplish  this 
object,  the  regulations,  according  to  which  appropriations  of  this  part  of  the  royal  domain  were  made, 
required  that  the  concessions  should  be  restricted  to  a  narrow  front  on  the  river,  and  the  grantees  were 
required,  within  a  limited  time,  to  clear  the  land  bordering  on  the  river,  and  to  construct  a  levee  or 
mound  of  earth  along  the  entire  front  of  their  respective  concessions  to  prevent  the  overflow  of  the  river; 
and  that  the  lands  appropriated  at  any  one  point  on  the  river  might  not  be  subject  to  inundations  for  the 
want  of  a  levee  on  the  adjoining  lands,  concessions  were  in  general  required  to  adjoin  each  other.  The 
government  at  no  time  was  at  any  charge  in  making  or  repairing  these  levees.  The  city  of  New  Orleans 
could  not  be  exempted  from  the  condition  to  which  other  grantees  were  subject  without  violating  estab- 
lished policy.  The  site  of  the  entire  city  would  bo  liable  to  annual  inundations  of  five  or  six  months' 
continuance  but  for  the  dikes  or  levees  thrown  up  in  front  of  it.  These  dikes  or  levees  have  been  made 
and  kept  in  repair  by  the  municipal  authorities  of  the  city,  as  the  proprietors  of  the  soil  bordering  on  the 
river.  In  no  other  way  could  the  city  be  bound  to  this  duty  but  as  the  owners  of  the  adjcjining  lands. 
To  have  laid  off  a  city  and  to  have  left  a  strip  or  tract  of  land  between  it  and  the  river  unappropriated 
would  have  been  leaving"  the  city  and  country'  on  that  bank  of  tlie  river  exposed  to  annual  inundations 
and  consequent  destruction.  That  the  city  authorities  were  required,  as  the  owners  of  the  adjoining  soil, 
by  the  government  to  construct  and  keep  in  repair  a  levee  upon  the  bank  of  the  river  in  front  of  the  city 
is  manifest  from  several  ordinances  or  regulations  which  remain  of  record  in  the  archives  of  the  late 
province  of  Louisiana.  If  a  question  should  be  made  as  to  the  title  to  the  new  or  alluvial  formations  in 
front  of  the  city,  it  will,  the  committee  suppose,  have  to  be  decided  in  conformity  witii  the  general  and 
known  principles  of  both  the  common  and  civil  law,  which  give  to  the  proprietor  of  the  adjoining  land  all 
small  and  gradual  alluvial  additions,  and  to  the  sovereign  all  sudden  and  consideralile  formations  of  the 
same  kind.  It  is  not  pretended  in  this  case  that  the  alluvial  deposits  in  front  of  .the  citj' have  been 
either  so  sudden  or  considerable  as  to  let  in  a  claim  of  the  sovereign  under  the  principles  stated. 

The  grounds  upon  which  the  United  States  claim  the  land  in  controversy  as  a  part  of  the  public 
domain  will  now  be  brielly  noticed. 

The  2d  article  of  the  convention  of  the  30th  April,  1803,  between  the  United  States  and  France, 
declares  that  the  cession  made  by  the  preceding  article  included  the  "adjacent  islands  belonging  to 
Louisiana,  all  public  lots  and  squares,  vacant  lands,  and  all  public  buildings,  fortifications,  barracks,  and 
other  edifices  which  are  not  private  property."  To  tliis  it  is  answered  that  the  3d  article  provides  that 
the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  should  be  "  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their 
liberty,  property,  and  the  religion  which  they  profess;"  and  that  the  land  in  dispute  is,  and  was  at  the 
date  of  the  cession,  the  common  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  If  the  concluding 
words  of  the  clause  of  the  2d  article — "private  property" — shall  be  considered  conclusive  evidence  that 
all  "public  lots  and  squares"  of  the  city  not  appropriated  to  private  use  were  intended  to  be  transferred, 
still  the  United  States,  the  new  sovereign,  could  derive  from  the  transfer  only  such  right  and  property  in 
them  as  France  held;  and  if  the  premises  in  dispute  were  appropriated  to  the  common  and  public  use  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  France,  liefore  the  cession,  and  the  United  States  afterwards,  could  only  be 
considered  as  holding  the;  fee  subject  to  the  use  designated  when  the  city  was  founded;  and  to  assert  any 
other  or  greater  interest  would  be  a  violati(ui  of  the  public  faith. 

But  it  is  alleged  that  the  Spanish  government,  while  Louisiana  was  under  the  dominion  of  Spain,  and 
the  linited  States  since  the  cession  by  France,  exercised  such  authorit.y  and  ownership  over  the  land  in 
question  as  are  inconsistent  with  the  titles  set  up  by  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  afford  a  strong  pre- 
sumption that  it  has  always  been  viewed  as  vacant  and  unappropriated.  In  1792  the  Baron  de  Carondelet 
assumed  the  right  to  grant,  in  the  name  of  the  King,  a  small  lot  or  parcel  of  the  open  space  between  the 
front  row  of  buildings  and  the  river  to  one  Liatou;  but  the  granting  clause  of  the  patent  is  preceded  by 
the  recital  that  he  had  thought  proper,  "for  the  benefit  of  the  public"  and  "for  the  greater  increase  of  the 
population  of  the  city,  to  make  divers  arrangements  to  measure  and  grant  vacant  lots  situated  among  the 
royal  lands  of  the  city."  Reference  is  also  made,  in  the  description  of  the  lot  granted,  to  a  "figurative 
plan,"  which  was  probably  a  plan  of  lots  laid  off  between  the  front  range  of  lots,  agreeably  to  the  original 
plan,  and  the  river,  and  which  had  been  made  out  in  conformity  with  his  declared  intention  "  to  measure 
and  grant  the  vacant  lots  situated  among  the  royal  lands  of  the  city."  The  only  "royal  lands  of  the  city" 
which  the  King,  or  the  governor  in  his  name,  could  legally  giant,  if  the  open  space  between  the  front 
range  of  lots  and  the  river,  according  to  the  original  plan  of  the  city,  was  designated  and  set  apart  upon 
that  plan  as  a  quay,  would  be  those  which  remained  unsold  of  the  lots  laid  off  as  such  in  the  original 
plan,  for  the  property  in  all  the  lots  continued  in  the  crown  until  sold.  Therefore,  whether  the  governor 
did  or  did  not  exceed  his  authority  in  1792,  in  disposing  of  the  lot  to  Liatou  as  a  part  of  the  "  royal  lands 
of  the  city,"  seems  to  depend  upon  the  degree  of  credit  which  is  to  be  given  to  the  evidence  already 
referred  to,  going  to  show  that  the  land  in  dispute  was  originally  designated  as  quays,  and  as  such 
approin-iated  to  the  public  and  common  use  and  convenience  of  the  city.  It  is  material  to" remark  that  the 
grant  is  made  expressly  upon  the  assumption  that  the  lot  granted  was  embraced  in  the  original  plan  of 
tlie  city.  The  governor  did  not  a.ssume  to  add  to  the  original  limits  of  the  city.  In  1795  a  similar  grant 
was  made  to  one  Mentzinger.  These  appear  to  have  been  the  only  grants'made  in  pursuance  of  the 
detei-nimation  nf  the^  governor,  in  1792,  "to  measure  and  grant  the  vacant  lots  situated  among  the  royal 
lands  nl  the  city."    No  other  grants  having  been  made  creates  a  strong  presumption  that  the  two  actually 
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made  were  withimt  l(\a,-al  atitlii)rit\'.  Since  tlic  cession  of  Louisiana  to  the  United  States  the  title  lias 
been  conlirnied  to  must,  it'  not  to  all,  of  tiie  lots  which  were  either  p,-ranted  or  permission  <;-iven  by  the 
Spanish  government  to  the  claiinants  to  occnpy  or  build  npon. 

To  the  above  instances  of  assumed  ownersliiji  liy  the  gMvernineuts  respectively  having"  the  sov(M'eig'nty 
of  the  country  at  ditl'ereiit  periods  may  be  added  the  fact  that  a  custom-lunise  was  erected  at  an  early  ])eriod 
upon  the  land  in  controversy,  which  has  been  occupied  by  the  government  of  the  United  States.  This  act 
of  ownership,  however,  does  not  appear  to  be  inconsistent  witli  the  title  set  up  by  the  city,  a  custom-house 
being  one  of  that  class  of  buildings  wliich,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  cities  of  France  and  her  colonies, 
are  allowed  to  be  erected  on  the  quays.  The  same  remark  may  lie  maile  in  relation  to  the  erection  of 
barracks  by  the  Spanish  government  on  the  premises  in  question. 

Tiie  authority  of  the  commissioners  of  laud  claims  fir  the  eastern  district  of  Louisiana  is  adduced  in 
support  of  tlie  title  set  up  by  the  United  States.  It  appears  that  the  corporation  of  Xew  Orleans  applii'il 
to  the  commissioners  (or  a  contirmation  of  title  to  a  parcel  of  land  adjoining  the  city,  in  wliich  they  allege 
that  they  had  a  right  of  common  by  grant  from  the  crown  of  France,  as  appnrtiMiant  to  the  city  when  it 
was  fiumded,  and  which  hail  been  enjoyed  liy  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  withont  interruption.  The  com- 
missioners decided  against  the  claim  of  the  corporation,  and  in  tiio  terms  of  the  decision  embraced  the  open 
space  between  the  front  range  of  buildings  and  the  river;  iiut  it  does  not  appear  that  the  question  of  title 
to  this  land  was  submitted  to  the  commissioners.  The  claim  to  common  was  a  distinct  question,  and 
dependent  upon  distinct  principles  and  proofs  for  its  sujiport.  Again,  in  181'2,  the  city  authorities  peti- 
tioned Congress  for  the  privilege  of  erecting  water  works  upon  the  disputed  premises,  and  this  has  been 
supposed  to  imply  an  admission  of  title  in  the  United  States.  The  terms  of  the  memorial  or  resolution  of 
the  corporation  upon  which  the  application  was  founded  do  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  show  any 
such  admission.  The  right  of  the  inhabitants  to  the  open  space  in  question,  to  be  used  for  the  public  and 
common  convenience  of  the  city,  is  clearly  asserted,  and  the  application  to  Congress  appears  to  have  been 
founded  in  part  in  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  chief  city  in  the  newly-ceded  territory  to  avoid  any  collision 
with  the  new  sovereign. 

The  committee  have  noticed  all  the  prominent  and  most  material  pioints,  both  of  evidence  and  of  argu- 
ment, upon  which  the  decision  of  the  (]uestiou  of  title  to  the  premises  in  dispnte  has  heretofore  been  thought 
to  depend.  There  is  one  other  view  of  the  subject,  however,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  some  of  the  members 
of  the  committee,  deserves  to  be  considered.  It  appears  that  the  open  space  between  the  front  range  of 
lots  in  the  city  and  the  river  has  been  considerably  increased  by  alluvial  formations  since  the  city  was 
founded,  and  therefore  it  is  that  the  wliole  of  this  open  space  is  no  longer  required  or  necessary  to  be 
employed  fir  the  use  to  which  it  was  originally  destined.  The  use  being  no  longer  enjoyed  or  required 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  it  is  contended  that  the  coinplete  title  reverts  to  the  sovereign  or  original 
grantor,  and  that  the  land  in  this  case  thus  withdrawn  from  the  purposes  of  its  firmer  destination  may  be 
disposed  of  as  a  part  of  the  public  domain.  If  this  doctrine  were  well  founded  in  any  case,  a  question 
might  still  arise  whether  it  can  be  sustained  in  the  present  one.  Although  there  may  be  a  greater  extent 
of  land  than  may  be  necessary  f)r  quays,  the  practice  lioth  of  Franco  and  her  colonies  at  the  time  the  city 
of  New  Orleans  was  founded  appears  to  have  been  to  applj'  such  parts  of  the  space  which  were  usually 
designated  as  quays  to  all  buildings  of  public  utility  and  convenience;  and  the  owners  of  the  lots  fronting 
the  river  might  with  reason  complain  of  a  violation  of  the  public  faith  if  they  should  be  deprived  of  any 
ad%-antage  they  derive  from  the  space  between  them  and  the  river  being  kept  open.  But  who  is  to  decide 
when  the  use  to  whicli  land  in  such  a  case  has  been  once  appropriated  is  abandoned,  or  when  the  absolute 
property  in  it  may  be  resumed  bv'  the  grantor  of  the  use  ?  ^laj-  the  grantor  or  sovereign  be. safely  allowed 
to  decide  such  a  question  ?  Such  a  right  in  the  sovereign  would  scarcely  be  consistent  with  the  safety  of 
private  rights.  But  if  the  opinion  of  the  resulting  rights  of  a  sovereign  in  such  a  case  were  sound,  another 
question  of  quite  a  novel  and  delicate  character  will  be  presented  in  this  case  by  the  fact  that  all  or  nearly 
all  the  alluvial  increase  of  the  soil  in  front  of  the  city  has  taken  place  in  consequence  of  works  erected  by 
the  city  fir  the  preservation  of  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  since  the  Territory  of  Louisiana  was  admitted 
into  the  Union  as  a  State  upon  the  usual  terms.  Do  those  sudden  and  considerable  alluvial  formations, 
which  by  the  common  and  civil  law  and  by  the  law  in  f  irce  in  Louisiana  belong  to  the  sovereign,  become 
the  property  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  or  of  the  United  States?  If  of  the  former,  then  the  United  States 
in  this  case  could  liave  no  title  in  virtue  of  the  resulting  rights  above  suggested,  as  it  will  scarcely  be 
contended  that  the  reservation  of  the  right  of  property  in  the  vacant  lands  or  public  lots  and  squares,  iu 
the  terms  upon  which  Louisiana  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  extends  to  alluvial  formations  which  take 
place  after  that  time,  or  to  any  resulting  rights  of  property  iu  lands  then  appropriated  to  pulilic  use,  and 
which  uiight  or  might  not  be  abandoned  at  some  future  period  early  or  remote.  This  would  be  giving  a 
construction  to  the  reservation  much  beyond  any  desirable  or  reasonable  object  or  intent  whicli  the  general 
government  can  have  in  reserving  the  proprietary  interest  in  the  public  domain  of  the  liew  States. 

But  after  all,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  some  doubt  exists  as  to  which  of  the  contending  parties  has  the 
better  title  ti.i  the  land  in  dispute;  and  the  committee  propose,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  litigation  which 
has  grown  out  of  the  question,  and  to  promote  to  some  extent  the  interests  of  both  parties,  that  each  shall 
continue  to  enjoy  such  part  of  the  land  in  controversy  as  is  now  and  has  for  a  long  time  been  in  the 
possession  and  enjoyment  of  each.     For  this  purpose  they  report  a  bill. 
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No.    1229.  [1st  Session. 


ON    CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    ALABAMA. 

COMMUNICATED  TO    THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  APRIL   11,    1834. 

Mr.  C.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  wliom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James 

Caultield,  reported: 

That  an  act  of  Congress  passed  April  20,  1818,  allowing  Peggy  Baily  to  enter  320  acres  of  land  on 
the  river  Alabama,  being  part  of  section  number  seven,  township  five,  range  five,  including  the  improve- 
ments made  by  Dixou  Baily,  a  half  Indian,  who  had  been  killed  at  Fort  Mimms  whilst  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  with  a  proviso  in  the  following  words:  "  Provided,  that  neither  the  said  Peggy 
Baily  nor  her  heirs  shall  have  power  of  alienating  said  land,  or  any  part  thereof,  in  any  manner  what- 
ever- and  in  case  of  the  voluntary  abandonment  of  the  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  said  tract  of 
land'  by  the  said  Peggy  Baily,  or  "her  heirs  hereafter,  the  said  land  shall  revert  to  the  United  States." 
The  petitioner  alleges  she  intermarried  with  Richard  Robinson,  and  occupied  said  land  until  September, 
1828,  when  they  removed  west  of  the  Mississippi;  a  deed  of  conveyance  is  presented,  signed  "  Peggy 
Baily,  by  her  agent  and  attorney  in  fact,  Benjamin  Hawkins,"  dated  September  23,  1828,  in  Montgomery 
county,  Alabama,  conveying  the  said  land  to  the  petitioner  for  the  consideration  of  one  thousand  dollars. 

A  power  of  attorney  is  also  produced,  bearing  date  March  4,  1828,  signed  by  said  Robinson  and 
Peo-try  Baily,  reciting  that  they  had  lately  removed  to  Arkansas,  and  authorizing  said  Hawkins  to  sell 
their  interest  in  said  tract  of  land.  The  said  petitioner  further  alleges  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  proviso 
in  the  act  of  Congress  at  the  time  of  the  purchase. 

The  committee  do  not  perceive  the  slightest  ground,  either  in  law  or  equitj',  for  a  confirmation  of  the 
claim  of  said  Peggy  Baily  to  the  said  James  Caulfield.  After  the  voluntary  abandonment  of  said  land  hj 
said  Peggy  Baily,  which  must  have  taken  place  prior  to  March  4,  1828,  if  the  recitations  in  the  power  of 
the  attorney  are  to  be  relied  on,  the  land  became  a  part  of  the  public  domain,  and  the  said  Peggy  Baily 
and  her  husband  had  no  more  claim  than  any  other  of  the  emigrants  from  that  section  of  the  country; 
and  it  can  hardly  be  presumed  that  Benjamin  Hawkins,  who  acted  as  her  agent  in  the  sale  of  the  land, 
could  have  been  ignorant  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  1818,  or  that  he  would  have  com- 
mitted so  gross  a  fraud  upon  the  present  applicant.  But  if  the  truth  was  so,  and  the  said  Caulfield  unin- 
formed as  to  the  provisions  of  that  act,  it  furnishes  no  ground  in  law  or  equity  for  the  United  States  to 
pay  him  for  the  fraud  committed  by  said  Hawkins  in  the  sale  of  said  land  to  him.  And  if  the  said  Caulfield 
became  the  purchaser,  as  he  alleges,  and  paid  his  money  without  having  examined  the  title  he  was  pur- 
chasing, it  furnishes  no  good  reason  why  the  United  States  should  pay  him  back  the  losses  sustained  by 
such  gross  neglect. 

The  committee  report  a  bill  authorizing  him  to  purchase  the  laud  at  the  government  price,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  settlement  and  improvements  made  by  him  on  said  land. 
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Resolution  of  Virginia,  January  2,  1781,  ceding  lands  northwest  of  Ohio  river 182 

Statement  showing  amount  of  Virginia  warrants  issued  from  1782  to  1822 182,  183 

Memorial  of  the  officers  of  the  war  of  1812-15  for 220,  338 

Relative  to  the  expediency  of  making  changes  in  the  law  for  the  relief  of  the  officers 

and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  continental  line 307 

Documents  relating  to  scrip  issued  for  lost  entries  on  Virginia  continental  warrants     397-401 

Returns  of  bounty  lands  and  number  of  warrants  issued  in  1832 510 

Relative  to  revolutionary  officers  entitled  to  military 576 

Statements  relative  to  the  bounty  land  branch  of  the  Land  Office 585 

For  right  of  assignees  to  float  their  claims,  &c 637 

To  coerce  those  in  Arkansas  to  draw  their  patents  who  are  entitled  to 911 

Kelative  to  sufficiency  of  provision  to  satisfy  revolutionary 916 

Bridges  and  roa(/s.--Relative  to  provision  for  making  them,  and  embankments  on  public  lands  in 

Louisiana 3(3 

Butler,  Robert. —LeUcrs  relative  to  surveys  of  private  claims  in  Florida. .....  ...'...." 532,  555 
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Call,  E.  K. — Letter  rocdninirnilin.n'  tli<'  laying'  nlV  a  tnwii  at  St.  Mark's,  Fluriila 172 

Canah.  -   (Sec  Roach  and  Canah.) 

Statement  of  suliseription  to  Ohio  and  (.'hesapeake  canal 29 

Relative  to  canal  lands  donated  to  Lidiana Ihl,  t55H 

I  Relative  to  canal  from  Lake  Micliig-an  to  the  Illinois  river ITI 

Same  to  connect  Wabash  and  White  rivers 395 

Same  to  connect  Wabash  and  Erie  canal 383,  058,  920 

Same  from  Lawrenccburg  to  St.  Josejjh's  river 950 

•jjh-  Same  to  aid  in  connecting'  the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  I'aiials 951 

Casii,  Leicig,   Governor,  and  Judges  of  the  Terriion/  of  3Iichigan. — Their  statement  \vith  regard  to 

the  plan  of  Detroit." ".  ." ' 271-277 

Cherokee  Indmn.'f. — (Sec  Indians.) 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canid. — (See  Ohio  and  Chesaj}eal-e.) 

Chicago,  Illinois. — Relative  to  laying  off  a  town  at 171 

Relative  to  a  road  from  the  Wabash  river  to 301 

Same  for  a  road  from  Detroit 606,  045 

Chirkasair  Indians. — (See  Indians.) 

Chilicolhe. — For  a  grant  for  a  road  from  (.iallipolis  to 348 

Choctaw  Indians. — (See  Indiayis.) 

Clements,  Benjamin. — Relative  to  survey's  of  private  claims  in  Florida 543,  553 

Clinton,  ^liifsissippi. — To  change  land  office  to  Jackson  from 002 

Coffee,  J.  A. — Relative  to  surveys  of  piivate  claims  in  Florida 551 

College. — (See  Schools  ) 

Columbus,  in  Mississippi. — For  the  establishment  of  a  land  office  at 417 

Commissioners. — For  the  establishment  in  Ilissouri  of  a  board  of  land 300 

On  private  land  claims  in  Missouri.     Reports  of 703-901,  921-937 

For  adjusting  land  Idles  in  Detroit.     For  compensation  to 958 

Commissioner  of  tlie  General  Land  Office. — Communications  from  the — 

Annual  rejiort  in  relation  to  the  operations  of  the  land  system,  and  number  of  bounty  land 

warrants  issued  during  the  years  1828,  1829,  1830, 1831,  1832,  1833.  .  1,  191,  316,  510,515,023 
Statement  of  the  hinds  which  have  reverted,  kc,  &c.,  to  the  L'nited  States  for  non-pay- 
ment, \-c.,  &c.,  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana, 

Michigan 17,  18 

Statement  of  tlie  quantitj'  remaining  unsold  in  Tennessee 31,  32 

Covering  additional  claims  for  the  district  tif  Jackson  Court-House,  in  Mississippi — 

nocuMENTS  with: 

Bepiort  of  register  and  receiver.     List  of  claimants 136 

Tabular  statements   of  quantity  sold   and   mi,)ncys   received  in  each  of  the   States    and 

Territories  for  the  years  1828-'29 \ 157-169 

Relative  to  the  location  of  revolutionary  bounty  land  warrants 107 

Relative  to  laying  oft' towns  at  Chicago  creek,  Illinois,  and  St.  Mark's,  Florida 171,  172 

Statement  of  certaiji  lands  sold  in  Florida  as  swamp,  and  purcliased  by  land  officers  .      178,  179 

Relating  to  settlements  on  the  public  lauds 180-188 

Statement  of  lands  appropriated  for  specific  objects  to  the  several  States,  showing  the 

proceeds  of  the  three  per  cent,  fund  to  1828 190 

'Tabular  statement  of  quantity  sold,  rate  per  acre,  and  amount  received  from  sales  in 

1829-'30 :,••"."        '-^^ 

Register  of  claims  west  of  Pearl  river  in  Louisiana,  said  to  be  derived  from  Spanish 

authorities 220,  221 

Relative  to  location  of  grants  to  Indiana  for  a  road  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Ohio 

liver ". 253-258 

Relative  to  the  establishment  of  an  office  of  surveyor  general  for  Louisiana 207 

Statement  and  estimated  quantity  of  surveyed  lands  and  amounts  received  from  1826 

to  1831 '. 208 

Relative  to  the  sales  at  New  Orleans  in  November,  1830 292 

Estimate  of  the  expense  of  surveys  and  statement  of  lands  unsurvcyed  to  January  1, 

1831 *. 294-298 

Relative  to  a  map  of  the  surveyed  and  unsurvcyed  lands 308 

Relative  to  unconfirmed  private  claims — 

DOCrMEN'TS  WITH: 

A,  B,  C,  L>,  E,  F,  circular  to  and  extracts  of  letters  from  registers  and  receivers,  St.  Louis, 

Franklin,  Jackson,  Palmyra 335 

Relative  to  the  issue  of  scrip  for  lands  forfeited  for  non-payment 341 

Relative  to  the  quantity,  situation,  and  value  of  military  lands  undisposed  of  in  Oiiio.  .        351 

Relative  to  proof  in  support  of  donation  claims  in  Arkansas 359 

Relative  to  Virginia  military  land  warrants 365-307 

Relative  to  providing  for  the  more  speedy  issuing  of  patents  after  sales 368-370 

Relative  to  the  claim  of  James  Mackay — 

POCU.MENTS  with: 

Extracts  from  letter  from  recorder  of  land  titles  at  St.  Louis,  3Iissouri 391 

Relative  to  amount  of  discounts  allowed  on  balances  due  by  purchasers  in  several  States.        394 
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Comvmfiowr  of  fhe  Geiiei-al  Laiul  Office.— Covimmu'watHjns  h-om  the—  ,.     .   . 

Documents  relating-  to  scrip  issued  on  claims  for  lost  entries  on  Virginia  continental 
warrants — 

DOCl'JIENTS  with: 

A,  I!,  (J,  D,  and  copies  of  ccriificates  from  Surveyor  Latham 397-401 

Kelative  to  the  expediency  of  dividing  the  ofiSce  of  surveyor  general  in  Missouri,  Illinois, 

and  Arkansas 402-409 

Receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  land  offices  for  the  year  1831 410-412 

Kelative  to  the  claim  of  Paul  Dueharme 414 

Pelative  to  establishing  a  land  office  at  Columbus,  Miss  ■••■••; 417 

Tabular  statements  in  connexion  with  the  proposition  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the 

sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the  States 448-451 

Relative  to  establishing  a  new  district  in  Michigan 457-464 

Relative  to  military  and  forfeited  scrip 473,  474 

Statement  of  donations 477 

Statements  relative  to  the  sales 488,  489 

Statement  of  the  number  of  patents  prepared  which  have  not  been  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States 504,  605 

Relative  to  the  old  mines  in  Missouri 505,  506 

Relative  to  principal  deputy   surveyors  in  Louisiana  and  survej'or  general  south  of 

Tennessee 513 

Relative  to  the  erection  of  new  offices  in  the  Choctaw  purchase  and  reorganization  of 

Mississippi    districts 515 

Correspondence  and   instructions    relative  to   survey's   of  private  confirmed  claims  in 

Florida 519-555 

Relative  to  expenses  of  land  offices  and  of  the  surveys 561,  671 

Relative  to  arrears  of  business  in  the  General  Land  Office  and  more  prompt  discharge 

thereof  ;  also  relative  to  the  system  of  surveys ;  also  relative  to  arrears  of  work  in  the 

office  of  survej'ors  general — 

DOCUMENTS  WITH: 

See  papers  marled  1,  11,  111,  A,  B,  G,  D,  E,  F,  G,  H,  I,  J,  K,  L,  M,  N,  0,  P,  Q,  R,  S.  .     577-601 

Relative  to  the  surve.ys  and  sale  of  the  public  lands 602-604 

Relative  to  pre-emptidiis  in  Louisiana 650 

Relative  to  tlie  establishment  of  a  land  office  at  Helena 655 

Relative  to  Wabash  and  Erie  canal 658 

Amount  of  land  sold  and  net  proceeds,  surveyed  and  unsold,  granted  to  States  and  Ter- 
ritories, granted  in  bounties,  donations,  and  for  schoi.ils 662-664 

Relative  to  claims  in  the  southeastern  Louisiana  district 665,  703 

Report  of  the  recorder  and  commissioner  under  acts  of  July  9,  1832,  and  March  2,  1833, 

for  final  adjustment  of  private  claims  in  Jlissouri 703-901 

Relative  to  expediency  of  coercing  those  in  Arkansas  wIkj  are  entitled  tu  Ixiunty  lands 

to  draw  their  patents 911-912 

Relative  to  a  connexion  of  the  surveys  witli   the  line  of  demarcation  lietween  Indiana 

and  Illinois ". 913-915 

Relative  to  inogrcss  in  the  survey's  of  hmd  ac([uireil  IVom  the  Rottawatoniic  Indians — 

DOCUMENTS    WITH: 

A.  Extract  from  letter  from  surveyor  general  of  Ohio,  (h\    B,  C.  Explanatory  diagrams     915,  916 

Relative  tc;  provision  for  satisfaction  of  revolutionary  land  warrants 916,  917 

Statement  of  patents  suspended  for  lands  sold  in  Arkansas 944,  948 

In  relation  ti>  the  lands  acquired  from  the  Choctaw  and  Creek  tribes 971-974 

Connecticut. — Appraised  and  estimated  value  of  property  conveyed  to  United  States  in  payment  of 

debts,  &c.,  in 288 

Statistical  details  relative  to  her  interests   in    tlie  proceeds  of  the  sales   of  tlie   jiublic 

lands 448-451 

Amount  granted  to  deaf  and  dumb  asylum  in 664 

Creek  Indians. — (See  Indians.) 

Creel.:  Nation. — Statement  of  cost  cf  road  through  the 30 

Cul)a. — History  and  government  of 930 

Cumberland  road. — Statement  of  subscription  U> 29 

Curry,  Jaftcz.— Statements  relating  to  settlers  in  the  Calialja  district  in  South  Alabama 187,  188 

D 

Deaf  and  (/»Hi6.— Relative  to  granting  land  to  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  and  Xorth  Carolina 

institutions  for  teaching  the ' 149,  352,  387 

Memorial  of  Indiana  for  grants  for  the  establishment  of  asylums  for  lunatics  and  the.  .        262 

Amount  granted  to  Kentucky  and  Connecticut  asylums. .  .". 664 

i)fi/a(rare.— Application  for  a  distribution  of  tiie  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the 

States  for  education 301 

llelative  to  the  title  to  the  Pea  Patch  island  in .V..  ..  ....... 432-441 

'"^'■'t'^ti''"!  iletails  relative  to  her  interests  in  the  proceeds  of  sales  in  the  public  lands     448-451 

Velau:are  and  Cliesapeake  cans/.— Statement  of  subscription  to '.  .  .  29 

Detroit,  in  Michigan.— IMative  to  the  establisliment  of  the  plan  of 270-277 

For  extra  compensation.     Application  of  the  receiver  at 363 

For  road  to  ('iiicago  and  ( i alena  from 606,  645 

7,-  ,       ,    ,   ^^'^''^ti'^c  to  compensating  commissioners  for  adjusting  titles  in 958 

JJtsl/anded  offirers.—{iii;'  ojfjcer.^— Lands.) 
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Bigmal  Swamp  cmiaL — Statciuuiit  of  subscriptiiiu  to 211 

Di.ilrihulion  (/f  xaltv  of  procecih  of  public  Imd.-i. — Kelativu  to  the.  .Kio-IGG,  -441-451,  477,  478-487,  016,  ().')4 
Dklrict  atkirneijs  for  Velarvare  and  New  Jfrseij. — Their  .statements  rehitivc  to  title  to  Pea  Patch 

island 433-441 

l>i.<tn(i  of  Columbia. — Aiipraiseil  and  estiiuati'd  value  of  iiro|ierty  conveyed  to  the  United  States  in 

payment  of  debts,  <S:c.,  in 288 

Dolirman,  A.  II. — Amount  granted  to (.1(.)4 

E. 

£d  Ural  ion. — ( See  Schooh. ) 

In  favor  of  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lamls  among  the  States 

and  Territories  for  the  purposes  of lGo-166,  301,  (514,  909 

Number  of  acres  aiipropriated  for  academics,  universities,  and  religious  and  charitable 

institutions 448 

Embankment.^. — Relative  to  provision  for  making  them,  and  bridges  and  roads  in  Louisiana 30 

Embarra^.i  river,  in  Illinois. — For  improvement  of 289 

Enirij,  and  )iot  hi/  auction. — For  the  sale  of  lands  liy 384 

Erie  and  2Iad  Hieer  i-ailroad. — Itelative  to 949 

Erie  and  ]]'alia.<th  canal. — Relative  to 383,  058,  920,  952 

Exum,  Jame.<i  W. — Relative  to  private  claims  in  Florida 539,  543,  553 

F. 

Female  academies — (See  Alabama — Schools.) 

Florida. — Statement  of  money  ftu-  roads  and  canals  granted  to 25-30 

Statement  of  quantity  sold  and  amount  of  money  received,  1828-29,  in 157-159 

liclative   to  compensating  R.  0.  Allen  for   locating  two   townshiiis   for   a  seminary  of 

learning  in  the  Territory  of 108 

Relative  to  laying  ofi'  a  town  at  St.  Mark's,  in 171 

Relative  to  certain  swamp  land  purchased   by  land  ofMcers  in 178,  179 

Statement  of  quantity  sold,  rate  pier  acre,  and  amount  received,  1829-30,  in 219 

Statement  of  quantity  of  surveyed  and  unsurveyed  lands  to  January,  1831,  in 294-298 

Resolution  of  legislative  council  to  locate  lands  in  lieu  i.if  lOtli  sections  worth  less  than 

$1   25  per  acre,  for  education 320 

Details  with  respect  to  number  of  acres  appropriated,  and  objects,  &c.,  in.  .      448,  408,  477,  488 

Payment  on  account  of  purchase  of 449,  407 

Relative  to  military  and  forfeited  scrip  in 474 

Correspondence  and  instructions  relative  to  survey's  of  private  conlirmed  land  claims  in    519-555 

Operation  of  land  system  for  1832-33  in 028 

'\Vh(jle  amount  granted,  and  for  what  purposes,  to 002-004 

For  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Jacksonville  to  Gulf  of  Mexico 902 

Same,  of  Florida,  Alabama,  and  Georgia  railroad 903 

Florida,  Ea.it. — Final   report   of  register    and   receiver,  under  act  of  May  23,   1828,  on  private 

claims  in 55-121 

Relative  to  tne   compensation  of  the   register   and   receiver   at  the  land  office  at  St. 

Augustine,  in 1 08 

Florida,  West. — On  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  settlement  of  all  claims  derived  from  Spain 

between  the  Mississippi  and  Perdido  rivers,  in 499-504,  506 

Abstract  of  claims  in 545 

Forfeited  lands  in  Indiana. — For  relief  of  holders  of  certificates  of 137 

In  Alabama. — For  relief  of  purchasers  of 142 

Stock  issued  nnder  the  acts  of  May  23,  1828,  and  March  31,  1830;  and  also  the  amount 

received  in  payment  to  June  30,  1830 190 

In  Alabama. — Against  application  of  purchasers  for  relief 325 

la  Indiana. — For  the  issue  of  scrip  for  lands  forfeited  for  non-payment 340 

Relative  to  military  and  forfeited  scrip 473,489 

In  Illinois. — For  relief  to  forfeited  pre-emption  right  settlers 571 

Statement  of  forfeited  stock  issued  and  amount  received  in  payment  to  September  31, 

1833 031 

Forest  timber  on  the  prairies  of  Missouri. — Relative  to  raising 175 

Forty-acre  W.s.— Relative  to 22,  23,  299,  395 

France. — Amount  paid  on  account  of  purchase  of  Louisiana  to 449,  407 

Frauds. — Relative  to  the  prevention  of  frauds  in  the  adjustment  of  titles  in  Arkansas 38 

French  and  Spani.sh  grants. — (See  S}:jain.) 

In  Louisiana. — Relative  to  claims  founded  on 608,  903 

Frontier  defence. — (See  Arkansas.) 

G. 

Galena. — For  a  road  from  Detroit,  through  Chicago,  to 606,  645 

Gallipolis  to  Chilicothe. — For  a  grant  for  a  road  from 348 

General  Land  Office. — (See  Commissioner  of  the.) 

Georgia. — Relative  to  the  proposition  to  compromise  with  the   United   States  on   account  of  lands 

sold  to  Tennessee  Company  by 174 

Appraised  and  estimated  value  of  pro[)erty  conveyed  to  the  L'nited  States  in  payment 

of  debts,  &c.,  in ._ _. _. 288 

Statistical  details  relative  to  her   interests  in  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  piublic 

lauds 448-451 

Payment  of  compact  with 449,  407 

Resolutions  of  general  assembly  against  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  the 

public  lands  among  the  States 951 
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Graduation  of  thr  price  or  puhUcland.^.--{^co  Land.<,nr,luclion,(-r.) 

Gnvnhow,  Boherl.  translator,  Stat>'  Drpartment.^Ccvtixm  .^panisli  laws  aial  customs,,!  ^lxun  ivlat.ng-   ^ 

to  Missom-i  lain!  (.-laiiiis '--  ■  "^^ 

Gulf  of  Mexico.— Vol-  a  railroad  I'loiii  Jacksonville  to  the '•'»>:. 

H. 

Harper,  Edward.— ^ialcmcnt  relative  to  settling-  in   the  Caliaba  district,  in   South  Alabama 188 

Helena,  Ark-ansaa. — For  a  land  oftice  at t^o* 


Illinois.— ^emoviaU  and  resolutions  of  the  general  assembly  for  the  passag-e  of  a  law  g-ranting  the 

rio-ht  to  exchange  unproductive  school  lands  and  military  bounty  lands 13,  14 

Statement  of  lands  which  have  reverted  to  the  United  States  for  non-payment  in 17,  18 

Statements  of  money  and  lands  for  education,  and  roads  and  canals,  granted  to 25-30 

Statement  of  quantity  sold  and   amount  of  money  received,  1828-'2y.  in 157-159 

Eelative  to  laying  oti'  a  town  at  Chicago,  in 171 

Relative  to  allowing  the  relinquishment  of  land  granted  for  a  canal  (l.ake  .Michigan  to 

Illinois  river)  and  to  issue  scrip  for  an  equal  quantity  of  land  in 177 

Statement  of  land  appropriated  for  spccitic  objects  to I'JO 

Statement  of  quantity  sold,  rate  per  acre,  and  amount  received,  182it-o0,  in 219 

Relative  to  the  three  per  cent,  fund  from  the  sales  for  the  construction  of  roads  and 

canals  in --i 

For  the  extension  of  the  pre-emption  law  in 249 

For  the  establishment  of  a  new  land  office  in 261 

Relative  to  permission  to  sell  the  salt  springs  on  Vermillion  river,  in 202 

Statement  and  estimated  quantity  surveyed  and  sold  from   1826  to  1831  in 268 

Resolution  of  the  general  assemblv  for  additional  grant  of  saline  reserve  and  power  to 

sell ' 277 

Appraised  and  estimated  value  of  property  conveyed  to  the  United  States  in  payment 

of  debts,  &c.,  in 288 

Memorial  of  the  general  assembly  for  grant  tor  the  improvement  of  Kaskaskia  river,  in       289 

Same  for  the  improvement  of  Embarrass  river 289 

Resolution  of  general  assembly  for  grants  for  schools  in  each  county  in 290 

Statement  of  quantity  of.  surveyed  and  unsurveyed,  to  January,  1831,  in 294-298 

Memorial  of  the  general  assembly  for  a  grant  for  a  road  from  Chicago  to  the  Wabash 

river 300 

Same,  to  substitute  for  16th  sections  unfit  for  cultivation  other  unappropriated  sections 

for  education 321 

On  the  pre-emption  claim  of  Peoria  county,  in 348 

Statistical  details  relative  to  her  interests  in  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the 

pulilic  lands 448-451,  468,  477,  488 

Relative  to  military  and  forfeited  scrip  in 474 

Relative  to  sale  of  lands  dividing  Indiana  and 518 

Memorial  of  the  legislature  for  right  oi'  pre-emption  to  actual  settlers 560 

Same,  relative  to  forfeited  pre-emption  settlers 571 

Statement  of  quantity  oflered  for  sale  and  remaining  unsold  in 603,  604 

Resolution  of  general  assembly  for  reduction  of  the  pnice  to  actual  settlers 606 

Same  for  a  grant  to  construct  a  road  from  Detroit  to  Chicag-o  and  Galena 606,  645 

Same  for  survey  and  sale  of  extension  of  Quiucy  and  Vandalia  land  districts  and  ex- 
change of  school  lands 610,  611 

Operation  of  land  system  for  1832-33  in 628 

Relative  to  a  connexion  of  tiie  surveys  with  the  line  of  demarcation  between  Indiana 

and ' 913-915 

Incomplete  titles. — Relative  to  claims  founded  on 673,903 

Indiatia. — Statement  of  lands  which  have  reverted  to  the  United  States  for  non-payment,  in 17 

Statement  of  land  for  purposes  of  education  granted  to 27,  30 

Memorial  of  general  assembly  for  relief  to  holders  of  certificates  of  forfeited  lauds  for 

non-payment 137 

Resolution  of  general  assembly  for  other  lands  in  lieu  of  alternate  sections  granted  for 

canals,  which  have  been  taken  by  Indian  reservations,  &c 151 

Resolution  of  general  assembly  for  authority  to  sell  the  salines 152 

Memorial  of  same  respecting  certain  school  lands 155 

Statement  of  quantity  sold  and  amount  of  money  received,  1828-'29,  in 157-159 

Statement  of  lands  appropriated  for  specitic  objects  to 190 

Statement  of  quantity  sold,  rate  per  acre,  and  ainount  received,  1829-30,  in 219 

Relative  to  the  o  per  cent,  fund  from  the  sales  for  the  consti'uctionof  roads  and  canals  in  224 
Resolution  of  general  assembly  for  the  establishment  of  a  land  office  in  northern  part  of  251,  252 
Memorial  of  general  assembly  for  grants  for  the  establishment  of  deaf  and  dumb  and 

lunatic  asylums  in 252 

Relative  to  locations  and  confirmations  of  grants  for  a  road  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the 

Ohio  river  by ." 253-258,  264,  265,  266,  308,  309 

Resolution  of  general  assembly  for  further  relief  of  purchasers  in 258 

Statement  and  estimated  quantity  surveyed  and  sold  from  1826  to  1831,  in -  .  . .       268 

Resolution  of  general  assembly  for  a  grant  for  a  road  from  Madison  to  Indianapolis,  in  277 
Appraised  and  estimated  value  of  property  conveyed  to  United  States  in  payment  of 

debts,  kc,  in ' ." , ,       288 

Statement  of  quantity  of  surveyed  and  unsurveyed  lands  to  January,  1831.  in 294-298 


I  \  i»  i:  \   TO   I'l'  i;  1, 1  (■   I,  A  \  Its. 


liiiliiiiKi.^     Mci]]'iii;il  of    ;ii'iicral  ;iK,si-ii}l/ly    In  lie  :il|.i\vi'i|   1u1;i\-    IuijiIh  kuM    liy  tin-    I    iiiliil  SlutcH    in         2'.)K 

Suriic   \>iV  iliiliiil  ions   In  i-nlisl  llll'l    ln:ic|s   I'l  njji     I  lie   Oil  in   ]i\  IT '-'Al 

Saiiir  I'nr-  issiir  nj'  sc'i  i|i  I'nr  liuiils  Inil'i'ili'il   Ini    linn  ]iiiyriiiiil .'MO 

JiuHolill  inn  nl'  ;i;i-ni'i'al  aKsi'iiiliiv  Inr    ilniialinns  In   aiiii.il  si-I||its  nn  cninlilinn  nl'  si;t,lli:- 

iiicnl,  ami  ini)iinvi'njcnl .'I'i2 

.Same  fur  |)(;i  iniis.sinn  In    sell  licr  sal ini-   ii'siTval  inns 'M'-'i 

.Same  Inr  an  cxaniinal  inn  n(  Maiinici'  ri\-ci'  ami  ini|iiiivi'nii'nl,  1  licii-nl' liy  iisi:  nf  pjoi'i-i-ils 

of  (lonal  inns  In    W'aliasli  anil  I'lrie  <:anal:  also  iijlal.ivi-  In  i|iianl,ily  {^lanlcil  and  lor 

DthiT  lands;   alsn  ltc|)nrl  nf  CniiiMiillce  HI.  \i.)  Hami;  Huljiert " liHIi,  r,:,X,  ;)J0,  'J.J2 

lii'lativi'  tn  aniDiiiit,  of  (lis(:iiunts  allowed  on  lialani^eK  due  in -ilM 

Jicsnlntinn  nl'  jrcneral  assenilily  'or  llie  sales  in  Inrly-ai-re  lols '■','.)■> 

.Same  Inr  a  i-essinn  nl'  llie  laieK  [nv  inhinal    iniprove'meni  and  I'dnealion '.','.)U 

.Same  lor  a  dnnalion  Inr  a  canal  In  rnnnerl,  Wahasli  and  While  i-ivers li'.l.'i 

.Same  tor  a  dnnalinn  I'nr  a  mad  I'rnni  St.  .Jnsi'plj's  jive-]'  In  Ijlu-rty  in    ,  .  ,         .'ilCi 

.Statistical   details    lelalive    In    her    inti'l'esls  in    the    |iineii(is   nl'   ihe   :,ale.s  nf   the   j/iililie 

lands \\^,  4ol,  KiH,  477,  IHH 

Itesoliition  ol    e-cne-ral  assenihly   relative  to  saline   |-eseive  in  llearliojii  miiiily    UV.) 

lielutive  to  military  and  I'oil'eited  Kerip  iji 174 

lielativr;  to  ci-rtain   salt,  s|irin;rs  in 4'.)) 

Iieiiitivi!  to  sale  of  lands  divid in ^^  Illinois  and •'Jl^ 

.Stat<;n]enl,  of  ((iiantily  oll'eri'd  I'oi'  sale  and  lemaining'  iinsohl  in W.'i,  004 

li(;soliilioiis  of^reneral  assiMnlily  lor  [)r(;-em|ition  I'ij^hls  to  K<'ltl';i'S  and  I'oi-  llie  siiivey  of 

tli(;  lands  obtaiiieil  from  the  J'ottawalomie  Indiatis OOfi,  <i07 

.Same  for  cession  <jf  her  lands  for  internal  ini|ii'ovemenl  and  ediiealion fil  I 

(J|jerulioii  (jf  land  system  for  1  K'rl  ':i.'!  in 'i^X 

Whole  amount  f^ranleil  and  lor  v\'lial  j)Ui|)nsi:s,  In 'j<i2   G04 

Kelative  to  a  connexion  of  the  surveys  with  tin:  lineof  demarkatinn  hetvv<;en  Jllinois  and  !)l:i   'Ji  ■> 

Jlidalive.  to  surveys  of  lands  a(;(|iiii-ed  from  the  Pottawatnmies,  in 01 'j   'Ji  7 

For  a  donation   for  schools  in  lii'U  of  a  lOlli   section  j^j-anted  fo|-  the  use  of  a  eol!e;.o:  in        1)19 

liesolntion  of  ^;-en(;ral  assr-mhly  for   I'e-duction  in  the  prici-  of  land VM 

.Same  for  a   ^jrant  for  a  canal  oi-   raihoad  i'loni    Lavvrerici-lmr;^-  to  the-   soulli  liend  of  Si. 

Joseph's  river !»oO 

JiidianajiolU.    -I'or  a  ^.M'anl  I'^iv  a  j-n.ad  fioni  Madison  to 277 

Jiiiliiiiix. —  Kelative    to  the    treaty  with    the  (Jln-iokee   Indians,    foi' r-xchan;^'e  ol    sclmol  lands  in    the 

'i'erritory  of  Arkansas 22,  2:! 

Uelative  to  the  sah.'  ol'  certain  ('hei'okee  Indian  I'ese-rvations  in  Alabama .'!•> 

Kelative  to  a  claim  fni-  a  rc-seivation  under  treaty  of  1814  with  the  Creek 21 1* 

Relative  to  the  cessions  of  land  hy  the  I'otlawattomies  !■)  Indiana  for  a  road  from  J.ake 

.MichitA'an  to  the  Ohio  river 2()."> 

For  the  sale  of  lands  acijuired  at  the  minimum  price  under  treaty  with  '.'iioctaws ;i44 

Jielalive  to  a  reservation  t^;  the  Choctaw  Nation  under  the-  treaty  of  l)ancinf^  Itabhit  creek       'M'-j 
For  indemnity  to  settlers  on  lands  in  Arkansas  ceded  to  the  ChrM-okei-s  by  treaty  of  181  7        :{75 

l'ayni(,-nts  cif  contrac^ts  with  the  several  Indian  tribes 410   407 

Uelative  to  the-  erection  of  new  lainl  oliices  in  the  Choctaw  purchase 515 

Estimate  of  Indian  reservations  made  by  treaty    583 

Uelative  to  survey  and  sale  <;f  lands  in  Indiana  obtainc-d  from  tin;  J'ottawatomies.  .  .      000,  007 

To  provide  Chickasaw  townships  with   school   lands 001 

Kelative  to  surveys  of  lands  acquirc.'d  from  the  I'ottawatomies 015 

Kelative  to  lands  af^ijuired  from  the  (Jhoctaws  and  Creeks 071 

IndicidualH  nxduxiije  of  prii:ali;  daiim?. —  Number  of  acres  appropriated  to 448,  477 

InlarnallmproixmenLf. —  (.See  lioad.-i — Jiailnxj/li — OanaJx — HimrH — fjandi-.j 

Internal  Iinprowrn';nt.^V'jr  grants  to  Louisiana  in  aid  ol' O.jIJ 

Same  to  Alabama •    _   '■>'>■'> 

IdliTiiul  tinpromnuinl  and  EduraUon. — For  a  cession  in  Indiaiia  for •50.-;   01  X 

Nuniber  of  acres  a];pro|»ri;it(.'d  foi- 448-477 


Jajr:lcsion,  IIearij.^\V\^  testimony  n-lative  to  7iew  district  in  Michigitii 400 

Ja/;ka'jn,  Jfissiji-iip/ji. — To  cliaii;,'-e  Clintoij  land  ollice  to 002 

Jai-lcHOniMi;  Florida. — For  construction  of  a  railroad  to  Cnlf  of  Mexico,  from   . 002 

Jelfftrrfon  (Jollii'jn  in  MUsUisipiii — For  donation  to 422,  4:jO 

K. 

Kaxkaxkia  riwr  in  IllinoU. — For  imin'ovement  of .■•.••■  "  '' 

KcUij.  WJ/lam. — His  statement  relative  to  the  projtosition  to  sell  to  or  compromise  with  the  l.nited 

States  on  account  of  John  T.  Froth,  to  claim  of  Tennessffe  Company'.s  land 175  i  7<; 

Kfiiliirkii. — Ai>prais(Ml  and   estimated    value  of  jiroperty  conveyed  to   t.'nited    State-s  in  payment  of 

debts,  k(^.,  f  aol  d(jJj;d,j  in ^^*< 

Statistical  details  relative  to  her  interests  in  the  j.roceeds  of  sales  of  the  puldic  lands.  448  4.51 

Amount  ;(ranted  to  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asy4um  in ''''* 

L. 

LafaycUf,  Gpimral. — Atnount  ^!■rarlte<l  to '  '*_ 

Lakf.  Eri/-.. — Kelative  to  a  road  from  the  Ohio  river  to. — (.Sec  Erie. ) 20;j 

LaJ.-i':  Mlchi'jan. — (See  Mlcldgan,  L'lke,  Indiana.) 

Land  claiinantit. — Names  of  jjrivaK.'. — CSee  mparaJi'  indrr,  part  2  </(W  i.vlume.) 

Land  o/^ce.s. — (.See  Land-s.     Conimim/mer  Gewrral  fjand  (Jffiri'.j 

vol..  VI 1  24  F 


INDEX    TO    PUBLIC    LANDS. 


Page. 

Land  officcv. — Statement  of  sale.s  prior  to  the  organization  of 469,  488 

Statement  of  lands  sold  Irom  ls-20  to  1$32  at  eaeli  of  tiie (32U,  GoO 

l,a„d.-< Siiowinii-  operations  of  land   system  and   nnmber  (jf  liuunty  land  warrants  issued  during 

years  182'J,  1830,  1831,  1832,  and  1833 1-',),  191,  201,  310,  317,  611,  513,  615 

Memorials  of  general  assembly  and  eitizens  of  Alabama  for  relief  of  purchasers,  postpone- 
ment and  ehang-c  of  sale,  anil  for  granting,-  pre-emption   rights   to  occupants  in  that 

State '. ' ; 10,  13 

MiMuorials  and  resdiutiuns  of  Illinois  fjr  authority  to  exchange   unproductive  school  and 

military  bounty  lanils  Inr  purposes  of  education 13,  14 

Report  frnni  Connnittee  (U.  U.)  on  Public  Lands  relativi'  to  land  relinquished  in  part  as 
fnrl'eited  for  non-payminit,  and  balance  retaineil  by  juiying  residue  of  purchase 
money,  t Claims  of  Wilson  and  Martin. J  14 

Memorials  of  Michigan  lor   grant  of  sections   to   erect   court-houses   and  jails,  and  fuv  a 

township  for  the  endowment  of  a  hospital 15,  16 

Statement  of  lands  which  have  reverted  to   United  States   for  non-payment,  &c.,  &c.,  in 

Alabama,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Jlichigan.  . .  .  16-lS 
Memorial  of  the  Tombecbee  Association  for  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  and  olive  for  relief,  19-21 
Memorials  of  Arkansas  for  locations  under  treaty  with  the  Cherokee  Indians  for  exchange 

of  school  lands,  and  for  sales  in  forty-acre  lots 22 

Message  {and  documents)  showing  the  amount  of  money  and  land  granted  to  the   States 

for  the  purposes  of  education  and  the  construction  of  roads  and  canals 25-30 

Statement  of  the  quantity  remaining  unsold  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  appointnient 

of  a  surveyor  general 30-32 

Report  from  Committee  on  Public  Lands  (H.  R.)  on  an  application  to   sell  certain  Indian 

reservations  in  Alabama 36 

Report  from  Committee  on   Public   Lands   (S.)    on    provision   tor   making   embankments, 

bridges,  and  roads  in  Louisiana    36 

Report  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  (H.  R)  on  the  subject  of  remedies  for  pre- 
vention of  frauds  in  the  adjustment  of  titles  in  Arkansas 38-47 

Memorials  of  Alabama   fir   the   postponement   of  the  sale  in  Jackson  county,  and  for  the 

relief  of  purchasers  in  that  State 51-53 

Memorial  of  Alabama  for  a  grant  to  establish  primary  schools  in  that  State 64 

Final  report  on  private  claims  in  East  Florida 55-121 

Report  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lauds  (II.  R.)  relative   to  the  sale  to  Ohio  of  the 

public  lands  in  that  State 127,  128 

Report  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  (II.  R.)  on  the  most  equitable  manner  of  dis- 
posing of  the  refuse  lands  in  Tennessee 128 

Communication  from  Attorney  General  Berrien  of  judicial  decisions  and  legal  opinions  on 

claim  in  Arkansas 129-134 

Memorial  of  Alabama  for  a  grant  for  female  academics  in  that  State 135 

Memorial  of  Arkansas  for  grants  to  encourage  settlers  for  defence  of  frontiers 136-318 

Communication  from   the  Commissioner  of  the  General   Land  Office  covering  additional 

claims  for  the  district  of  Jackson  Court-House,  in  Mississippi 136 

Memorial  of  Indiana  for  relief  to  holders  of  certificates  of  forfeited  lands  for  non-payment,       137 
Report  from  Committee  on  Public  Lands  (S.)  to  allow  Ohio  to  apply  the  proceeds  granted 

to  the  Miami  canal  to  the  construction  of  railroads 138 

Report  fi-om  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  (S.)  on  the  memorial  of  Alabama  for  a  grant 
to  improve  the  navigation  of  Coosa  river  and  connect  its  waters  with  the  Tennessee 

river 139 

Memorial  of  Alabama  Ibr  relief  of  purchasers  of  lands  that  have  been  forfeited  for  non- 
payment, &c.,  &c 142 

Same,  for  an  office  at  Monticello 144 

Memorial  of  Mississippi  for  a  grant  in  lieu  of  a  section  intended  for  schools 147,  152 

Report  from  select  committee  (H.  R.)  in  favor  of  grant  to  deaf  and  dumb  institutions  in 

New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  and  North  Carolina 149 

Report  from  Committee  on  Public  Lands  (H.  R.)  as  to  Pennsylvania  Institute 352 

Resolution  of  Indiana  for  other  lands  in  lieu  of  alternate  sections  which  have  been  taken 

by  Indian  reservations,  &c.,  &c 151 

Same  for  authority  to  sell  the  salines ' 162 

Memorial  of  same  respecting  certain  school  lands  in  thait  State 155 

Statements  showing  the  amount  of  money  received  for  lands  sold  in   1828-29,   and  the 

expenses  of  each  office  in  each  State  and  Territory 157 

Report  from  select  committee  (H.  R.)  in  favor  of  a  grant  to  Transylvania  University.  ..162,  340 
Report  from  select  connnittee  (H.  R.)  on  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the   sales  of  the 

public  lands  among  the  States  and  Territories  for  the  purposes  of  education 163-166 

Relative  to  the  location  of  revolutionary  bounty  warrants 167 

Relative  to  tlie  couqiensation  of  registers  and  receivers 168 

Relative  to  allowing  Illinois  to  relinquish  land  granted  for  a  canal  from  Lake  Michigan  to 

the  Illinois  river,  and  to  issue  scrip  in  lieu'thereof 177 

Relative  to  lands  sold  in  Florida  as  swanq.)  lands,  and  purchased  by  land  officers 178,  179 

Relative  to  protection  of  surveyors ". 180,  181 

Relative  to  Virginia  military  bounty * 182-184 

Report  from  Committee  on  Public  Lands  (H.  R.)  relative  t(.i  the  title  of  sections  8,  11,  26, 

29,  in  13th  township  and  7th  range,  in  the  Steubenville  district,  in  Ohio 185 

Relative  to  settlements  on  the  public ,.  .  186-188 

Relative  to  certain  town  and  village  lots  in  St.  Louis 188,  189 

Message  transmitting  statement  of  the  whole  quantity  granted   to  the  several  States  for 

specific  objects  to  the  year  1828 T 189 


INDEX    TO    rUl'.LlC    l.A  \  DS.  ix 


Land^. — Statonii'iil  dl'  tlir  (|ii;imit\    s.iM    :il    rath    uf  the    nflircs    IVoni  .Inlv   1,   ISiid,  t(i  I  IrcciiilH  r  :'.l, 

is:>>i '. ' 1  ;)i;,  I  ;)T 

Kstiniatt'  of  tlic  prixatr  claims  rniilirnicd  liy  ihc   laws  nl'  llic  I'liilcil  States I'.C.I 

Statoniciit  ill  rclatiiiii  to  the  index iiii;-  dl'  t lie  |iri vale  claiiiis I'.t'.t,  200 

AiJiilicatiou  of  juireliasers  in  Alabama  for  fiiitlier  iclief,  with  taMe  exhiliil  in;;'  prices   paid 

liy  pnichaseiM,  t^c 'ilC) 

Statement  of  (|uaiitity  sold,  rate  ]ier  acre,  and  aiiHuint  received  from  sales  in  lS:2'.l-"i;0 .  ..         'JIU 

Memorial  of  officers  of  the  war  of  1812-'15  for  bounty ■_'2() 

Kcgistcr  of  claims  in  district  west  of  Pearl  river,  in  iiouisiana , 'i21 

Kelative  to  the  fliree  per  cent,  fund  from  the  sales  for  the  constnndion  of  roads  and  ciinals 

in  certain  States "-24 

Decisions  of  Jndn'c  I'et'k  on  the   claims   of  the  heiis  of  Mackay,  \Vlieriy,  and  of  Au.i;-iiste 

Choteau,  in  Missouri 2-2r)-24S 

Memorial  of  Illinois  for  the  extension  of  the  pre-emption  law  in   tinit  State 249,  250 

Memorial  of  Alabama  for  further  relief  of  [inrchaseis  ami  siMtlers  in  that   State 2ol 

liesolution  of  Indiana  for  tliecstablishnient  of  an  office  in  the  noiihern  )iait  of  that  State.  251,  252 
Memorial  of  same  for  g-rants  to  establish  asylums  Ibr  deaf  and  dumb,  ami  for  lunatii.-s..  .  .        252 

Memorial  of  ilississippi  for  an  amendment  of  the  ]ire-em)itioii   laws 252,  253 

lielati\e   to  locations   of  n'rants   to   Indiana    for   a    I'oad   from  Lake  Michiji'an  to  the  Ohio 

river '. .'25:j-25S,  2li:;,  2(14,  2(15 

Ivcsolution  of  Indiana  for  hirther  relief  to  purchasers  in  that  State 258 

Memorial  of  Alabama  for  a  j^'raduation  of  the  price,  aii<l   for   further   relief  to  imrchasers 

and  settlers '. 2(J0 

Memorial  of  Illinois  fi)r  the  establishment  of  a  new  land  ollice  in  that  State 2lil 

Ixejiort  IVom  the   Committee    on    Public  L.aiids  (II.  P.)  on   memorial  of  Illinois  I'or  permis- 
sion to    sell  the  salt  sprin,i;'s  on  Vermilion  river 2(13 

Memorial  of  (.)hio  for  a  ;;'rant  for  a  road  from  the  Ohio  river  to  Lake  Erie 2(15 

Kelative  to  the  creation  of  an  office  of  surve_yor  i;'eneral  in  Louisiana 2(17 

(.Quantity  surveyed  and  sold,  and  amounts  received  from  182(1  to  18:'>1 2(18 

Memorial  of  Jlichig-an  for  a  grant  to  encourajje  the  cultivation  of  silk 2(18 

Pelative  to  the  establishment  of  the  plan  of  Detroit,  in  Miclii.n'an 270-277 

liesolution  of  Illinois  for  additional  grant  of  saline  reserved,  and  iiowcr  to  sell 277 

Itesolution  of  Indiana  for  a  g-raut  for  a  road  from  Madison  to  Indiaiia]iolis 277 

Statement  of  property  which  has  been  assigned,  set  oft',  or  conveyed  to  the  Lnited  States 

for  payment  of  debts,  its  appraised  and  ju'esent  estimated  value,  &c 278-288 

Memorial  of  Illinois  for  a  grant  for  improvement  of  Kaskaskia  river 289 

Same  for  improvement  of  Embarrass  river -89 

Hesohuion  of  same  for  a  grant  of  a  section  in  each  county  lor  schools 290 

Statement  of  the  sales  of  certain  lands  at  the   land   ollice  in  New  Orleans,  in  November, 

ISoO,  and  for  tla-  p..stiionenient  of  said  sales 290-294 

Estimate  of  the  expense  of  surveys,  and  statement  to  .lanuary,  ISoI,  of  unsurveyed .  .  .  .294-298 
Memorial  of  Indiana  to  be  allowed  to  tax  lands  sold  by  the  United  States  to  that  State  .  .  298 
Memorial  of  Missouri  that  there  may  be  sales  in  forty-acre  lots,  and  that  ipiarter  sections 

be  divided  by  east  and  west  as  well  as  by  iiortii  and  south   lines 299,  300 

Same  for  the  establisliment  of  a  board  of  commissioners  in  tliat  State. 300 

Memorial  of  Illinois  for  a  grant  for  a  road  from  (Jhicago  to  the  Wabash  river 301 

Application   of  Delaware   tor   distribution   of  the   proceeds   of  sales   of  the   luiblic   lands 

among  the  .States  for  education , 301,  302 

Keport  from  Committee  on  Public  Lands  (It.  P.)    in    apidicatiou   to   grants   to   disbanded 

officers  of  war  of  1812-15,  and  to  heirs  of  those  who  di(Ml  or  were  killed  in  service .  .  .  302-306 

Memorial  of  oilicei'S  of  war  of  18I2-'15  for  bounty 338 

Keport  from  Committee  on  Public  Lands  (II.  E.)  on  the   inexiiediency  of  making  changes 

in  the  laws  relating  to  Virginia  military  bounty  warrants 307 

Pedative  to  a  nia|i  of  the  surveyed  and  unsuvveyed 309 

]ies(diition  of  Indiana  fir  a  contirmation  of  selections  reserveil   muler  treaty  with    Potta- 
watomie tribe  iVir  a  mad  from  Lake  Mieliigan  to  the  Ohio  river 30S,  309 

Same  for  donations  to  construct  certain   roads  from  the    Ohio  river 317 

Memorial  of  Arkansas    for   compensation    to  agents  for  selecting  for  a  University  in  that 

State 318 

Same   to   be   allowed   to   sell   (he   salines   in    that  Territory — siip[ilv    [iroceeds   to   educa- 
tion, &c " " \,    ^^^ 

Same  for  extension  and  modification  of  pre-i-mption  laws 319,  658 

Resolution  of  Elorida    t  i    locate,  in    lieu  of  lOtli    sections  worth  less  than  Si    25  per  acre, 

for  education 320 

Mc'iiiorial   of    lllimiis     to  substitute   for    llltli  sections    unlit    for  cultivation  other    nnaij- 

propriated  sections  for  eiiucation 321 

Keport    of  Committee    on   Public    Lands    (II.    P.)    against   application  for  relief  of    pur- 
chasers in  Alaliama,  who  have  foreited    for  non-payment 325 

Application  of  citizens  of  Missouri  for  settlement  of  claims  in  that  State 326 

.Memorial   of  Arkansas,  that  imrchasers  under   French    and   Spanish    tith's    may  enter    at 

the  mimimum   prices,  itc 329 

Memorials   of   Ohio   fir   additional  grants  of  school   land   in  the  Western  Peserve,  and  to 

wdiich  tile  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished 331,  640 

Relative  to  nncontirmed  private  cl  aims  in  Missouri 335 

Memorial  of  Indiana  for  issue  of  scrip  for  land  firfeited  for  non-|)aynient 340 

Memorial   of  Mississi|ipi   for   sale    of    tlio.^e  aci[nired    from    the   (.Mioctaw  Indians,   at   the 

minimum  jirices 344 

.Memorial  of  Ohio  for  a  grant  for  a  road  from  (Jallipolis  to  Chilicothe.    348 


INDEX  TO  PUBLIC  LANDS. 


Page. 

Lands.— lieport  from  tlie  Committee  on  Public  Lands  (H.  R.)  on  the  pre-emption  claim  of  Peoria 

county,  1  llinois • 348 

Memorial  of  ilississiiipi  for  a  donation  to  Amos  Moore  for  public  services 350 

Kelative  to  tlio  (piaiitity,  situation,  and  value  of  the   military,  in  Ohio 350 

Report  from  Committee  on  Public  Lands  (IL  R.)  in  relation  to  a  cession  of  the  refuse 
to  Tennessee — 

Duci'MEXTs  wrrH: 
Communications  from  representatives  in  Congressfrom  Tennessee  andsitrveyor  Vlfh  district,       353 

Instructions  relative  to  proof  in  support  of  donation  claims  in  Arkansas 358-3C0 

Resolution  of  Indiana  for  donations  to  actual  settlers  on  condition  of  settlement  and 

improvement ".  .  ■        362 

Same  fjr  jiermission  to  sell  her  saline  reservations 363 

Report  from  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  (II.  R.,)  relative  to  a  reservation  to  the  Choc- 
taw nation,  under  the  treaty  of  Dancinj;'  Rabbit  creek 363 

Same  in  relation  to  issuing  of  scrip  for  the  unlocated  warrants  granted  by  Virginia 

to  her  revolutionary  officers  and  sijldiers 364-367 

Relative  to  providing  for  the  more  speedy  issuing  of  patents  of  the  sales 368 

Report  from  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  (H.  R.)  relative  to  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion for  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  and  olive 372 

Memorial  of  Arkansas  for  a  grant  for  a  penitentiary 375 

Same  for  indemnity  to  settlers   on   those  ceded  to  the  Cherokee  Indians  by  treaty  of 

1817 375 

Memorial   of  Mississippi   for  a  grant  of  one  million  of  acres  for  the  improvement  of 

navigable  streams 377 

Relative  to  the  Yazoo  claims  in  Alabama,  under  grant  from  Oeorgia 381 

Memorial  and  resolution  of  Indiana  for  an  examination  of  Maumee  river,  and  for  the  im- 
]irovement  thereof,  and  resolutions  for  grants  on  Wabash  and  Erie  canal,  and  He- 
port  to 383,  658,  920,  952 

Memorial  of  Alabama  to  reduce  the  price  of  those  offered  and  not  sold,  and  to  sell  by 

entry  and  not  by  auction 384 

Memorial  of  Mississippi  for  a  donation  to  aid  in  niakin*  roads 385 

Resolution  of  Alabama  for  the  cession  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie 385 

Report  of  Committee  on   Private  Land  Claims  (II.  R.)  in  favor  of  the  claims  of  the 

settlers  on  the  old  mines  in  Missouri 386 

Relative  to  same  suliject 505 

Report  of  Committee  on   Public  Lands  (H.   R.)  on  application  of  Ohio  for  a  grant  for 

education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb 387 

Relative  to  claims  for  indemnity  for  improvements  between  the  White  and  Arkansas 

rivers 389 

Relative  to  the  amount  of  discounts  on  Italances  duo  by  purchasers 394 

licsolution  of  Indiana  for  sales  in  fort3'-acre  lots 395 

Same  for  a  cession  for  internal  improvements  and  education 395 

Same  for  a  donation  for  a  canal  to  connect  the  Wabash  and  White  rivers 395 

Same  for  a  donation  for  a  road  from  the  South  Bend  of  St.  Joseph's  river  to  Liberty.  . .  .        396 

Documents  relating  to  scrip  issued  to  satisfy  Virginia  continental  warrants 397 

Receipts  and  cxi)enditures  of  the  several  offices  for  1831 410-412 

Report  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  (II.  R.)  on  expediency  of  establishing  an  office 

at  Columl.>us,  Mississippi 417 

Memorial  of  Mississippi  for  a  donation  to  Jefferson  College,  and  report  thereon 422,  431 

lieport  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  (II.  R.)  on  the  subject  of  the  title  of  the 

United  States  to  the  Pea  Patch  island,  "in  Delaware  river 432 

Report  (Mr.  Clay's)  from  Committee  on  Manufactures  (S.)  on  distributing  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  tlie  public  lands  among  the  several  States — 

DOCUMKXTS  WITH: 

Statement  of  quantity  of  acres  unsold  to  ivhicii  title  has  and  has  not  been  extinguished  in  each 
State  or  Territory;  of  amount  paid  for  title  and  expenditures;  e.rhilnting  a  comparative 
view  cf  the  progress  of  population ;  showing  dividend  of  each  State  in  the  jyroceeds  of  the 
public  lands ".      441-451 

Reportfrom  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  (H.  R.)  relative  to  sales  to  the  States  in  which 
they  lie — • 

nOCUMENT  WITH: 

Statement  of  amount  of  purchase  money  ahated  or  relinquished  hi/  the  operation  of  the  relief 

toi's • ; 451-455 

Amounts  of  money  paid  for  the  purchase  and  amounts  received  as  proceeds  of  sales.  .  .       449 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  (H.  R.)  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office  relative  to  a  new  district  to  be  established  in  Michigan— 

DOCUMENTS  WITH : 

Ansicer  of  the  Commi^^sioner ;  testimony  before  the  committee 457-466 

Statement  of  tiie  quantity  and  cost,  receipts  from  sales,  and  objects  to  which  appropriated .        466 

Resolution  of  Indiana  relative  to  the  saline  reserve  in  Dearborn  county 469 

Statement  of -amount  of  military  and  forfeited  scrip  for  the  years  'l828,  1829,  ?830, 

.       ^831 ■> 473,474 

Statement  of  donati(jns  to  States  and  Territories,  corporate  bodies,  and  individuals,  &c.        477 
Report  (Mr.  King's)  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  (S.)  on  the  distribution  of  the 
|)roceeds  among  the  State — 


INDEX  TO  PUBLIC  LANDS. 


DOCUMENTS  AVITII: 

Land)!. — Extrach  from  report  of  the  Scnr/ari/  of  the  Treasury,  (Mr.  Ihi^h;  j  from  the  memorial  (if  the 

tariff  eonvention,  and  from  the  lauv  of  the  ,State  of  Maine  for  the  sale.  A'-r 4"S-4S'7 

Statement  of  tlie  (luautity  sold  and  receipts  tliercfroin  \n  clusc  nl'  year  ls:;l 487--tS'J 

Abstract  nf  claims  west  nf  Terdidii,  east  of  I'earl  river,  and  below  31st  decree  ul'  nurtli 

latitude,  in  Alabama 4'.tO 

Keport  IVoni  tlicCVunmitteeon  Public  Lands  (S. )  relative  to  certain  salt  s|irin,i;'s  in  Indiana.        4111 
Keport  of  Secretary  ef  State  relative  to  the  expediency  of  providing-  for  tlu'  adjnstmont 
of  all   claims  derived  from   Spain    in  West  Florida  between  the   Mississip]ii    and 

I'erdido  rivers,  and  re|iort  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  (H.  II.) 4115-604.  oOrt 

]ielativ(^  to  dednctinii-  certain  ex|ienditures  in  calculating'  tlie  net  proceeds  of  the  sales.         fidO 

Petnrns  of  bounty  claims  and  numbei-  of  warr.mts  issuc(l  in  Is:! 2 510 

Kelative  to  deputy  surveyors  in  Louisiana  and  siirvey(u-  g-eneral  south  of  Tennessee..  .        613 
Relative  to  the  creation  of  new  offices  in  the  Choctaw  purchase  and  reorg"anization  of 

Mississippi  districts 615 

IJclative  to  amendment  of  act  of  July  U,  1832,  fir  the  final  adjustment  of  .Missouri  claims.        6  Hi 

Kelative  to  the  sales  of  lands  dividing  Indiana  and  Illinois 518 

Correspondence    and   instructions    relative   to  surveys  of  private  conlirmed  claims  in 

Florida 61 K-556 

Extracts  from   Solorzano's   Politica   Indiana,  showing  the  powers  of  the   Spanish  vice- 
roys and  governiu's  of  the  Indies  in  reference  to  grants 656,  935 

Memorial  of  Illinois  for  right  of  pre-emption  to  actual  settlers 560 

Eeport  from  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  (H.  R.)  relative  to  increased  appropriations 
for  the  officers  and  for  the  correction  of  abuses  in  execution  of  surveys — 

nocrsiEXTs  with: 
Letters  from  Commissioner :  A,  explanation  of  tlie  estimate  of  expenses:    B.  explanation  af  the 
estimates  of  surveying ;   C,  copy  of  surveyor's  estimate  /or  1833;  estimate  of  amount  in 

Louisiana:  L>,  copies  of  reports  from  Surveyors  General 5til-5"  1 

Memorial  of  Illinois  fir  relief  to  settlers  whose  pre-emption  rights  have  been  firfeited. .        571 
Relative  to  arrears  of  business  in  the  General  Land  Office,  and  more  prompt  discharge 
thereof;  also  in  relation  to  tlie  system  of  surveys  ;  also  in  relation  to  arrears  of  work 

in  the  office  of  Surveyors  General 577-601 

Relative  to  the  survey  and  sale  of  the  public 602-604 

Resolution  of  Vermont  for  a  division  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  among  the  States.  .  .  .        604 

Resolution  of  lllini.iis  fir  a  reduction  of  the  price  of 606 

Resolution  of  Illinois  fir  a  grant  to  construct  a  road  from  Detroit  to  Chicago  and  (xalena  liOti,  645 
Resolutions  of  Indiana  for  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers,  and  for  the  survey  of  those 

obtained  by  treaty  with  the  Pottawatomie  IndiaTis 606,  607 

vStatenicnt  of  the  amount  of  expenditures  in  the  last  three  years  on  account  of  the  public       607 
Memorials    of   Alabama  fir  reduction   of  price    and    extension   of  rights  to   pre-emp- 
tion to  settlers,   fi.ir  relief  of  purcliasers   of  1818-'11I,  ami  fir  abandoning  sales  at 

auction 608,  609,  634.  635,  667 

Memorial  and  resolution  of  Illinois  fir  survey  ami  sale,  t'Xtension  of  t,!uincy  and  Vandalia 

districts,  and  exchange  of  school 610,  61 1 

Memorial  of  Missouri  for  changes  in  the  land  system,  and  fir  ceding  them  to  the  States 
in  which  they  lie,  and  fir  disposition  (if  unsurveyed  and  refuse,  and  fir  exchange  of 

her  school 612,  634,  636 

Resolution  of  Indiana  for  a  cession  for  interiml  improvement  and  education 614 

Message  adverse  to  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 612-622 

Memorials  fif  Arkansas  for  donations  to  settlers  in  western  frontier,  and  for  donations  to 

each  county,  and  for  right  of  assignees  (if  bounty  lands  to  tloat  their  claims.  .  .  .623,  637 
Same,  for    a    reduction  of  the    time  of,  and  for    a  grant  of  those  returned  unfit  fir 

survey 638 

For  grant  to  Miss(.>uri  of  certain  unsurveyed 639 

Report  from  Committee  on  Public  Lands  (II.  II.)  on  a  reduction  and  graduation  of  the 

^  price 640 

Report  from  Select  Committee  (II.  R.)  in  the  disposition  in  Tennessee  of  certain  school 

and  other f'-t4 

Rep(.irt  from  Committee  on   Private  Land  Claims  (II   II.)  relative  to  pre-emption  rights 
in  Louisiana — 

nocuMEXTs  WITH: 
Communication.-^  from  Surveyors  General,  Commissioner  Genn-al  Land  Offiee,  register  land 

office.  Neiv  Orleans 649-662 

Report  from  Committee  (H.  R.)  on  granting  to  Louisiana  in  aid  of  internal  improvements       653 
Resolutions  of  Ohio  adverse  to  re-chartering  bank  of  United  States,  and  to  tlie  distribu- 
tion of  proceeds  of  the  sales 654 

Memorial  of  Arkansas  for  an  office  at  Helena 654 

Report  from  Committee  on  Public  Lands  (II.  R  )  against  a  grant  to  Perrysliurg  in  Ohio       656 
Memorial  of  Mississippi  for  grant  to  support  primary  schools,  to  exchange  16tli  sections 
when   valueless,   and   to  provide  Chickasaw   township  with  school   lands,  and   to 

change  office  from  Clinton  to  Jackson 660,  661,  662 

Amount  sold,  and  net  proceeds  ;  of  surveyed  and  unsold  ;  granted  to  States  and  Terri- 
tories ;  and  granted  in  bounties  and  donations,  and  to  schools    662-664 

Report  of  register  and  receiver  of  office  at  New  Orleans  of  claims  in  the  southeastern 

district  of  Louisiana 665-708 

Report  from  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  on  same  subject 903-911 


INDEX  TO  PUBLIC  LANDS. 


Page . 

Lands. — i;("i)ort  of  recorder  and  commissioners  under  acts  of  July  'J,    1^32,   and   ilarcii   2,    1833, 

lor  the  final  adjustment  of  private  claims  in  Missouri .  703-901 

Report  of  same  commissioners  with  translations  of  Spanisli  laws  and  cust(jms,  having 

relation  to  the  Missouri  claims 921-937 

Memorials  of  Alabama  to  exchange  16th  sections  for,  when  valueless,  for  autliority  to 
sell  remaining  i)art  of  grants,  and  for  grant  to  academies  in  Tuscumbia,  for  im- 
proving Tennessee  and  other  rivers 902,  903 

Report  from  Committee  on  Public  Lands  (H.  R.)  on  ex|)cdiency  of  coercing  those  enti- 
tled to  bounty  lands  in  Arkansas  to  draw  their  patents 911 

Relative  to  a  connexion  of  the  surveys  with  the  line  of  demarcation  between  Indiana 

and  Illijiois • 913-915 

Progress  of  surveys  of  land  acquired  from  the  Pottawatomie  Indians 915 

Relative  to  the  sutliciency  of  tiie  pr(jvision  for  the  satisfaction  of  revolutionary  bounty.        916 
Report   from  Committee  on    Private   Land  Claims   (H.  R.)   in   favor  of  a  donati<in    to 
Indiana  for  the  use  of  schools  in  lieu  of  a  Kith  section  granted  for  the  use  of  a 

college 919 

Resolution  of  Indiana  for  a  reduction  in  tiie  price  of 939 

Statement  of  suspended  patents  in  Arkansas 944-948 

Resolutions  of  Ohio  for  a  grant  to  aid  in  the  construction  of   the  Mad   River  and  Lake 

Erie  railroad 949 

Memorial  of  Indiana  for  a  grant  for  a  canal  or  railroad  I'rom  Lawrenceburg  to  the  South 

Bend  of  tiie  St.  Joseph's  river 950 

Resolutions  of  Louisiana  for  a  grant  to  reimburse  the  expense  of  a  levee  in  parisii  of 

Poiute  Coupee 950 

Same  of  Georgia  ag'ainst  the  distriiputi(.in  of  the  jiroceeds  of  sales  among-  the  Slates  .  .  .        951 

Report  of  register  and  receiver  of  district  of  St.  Stephen's,  Alabama 958 

Resolutions  of  Ohio  for  grants  to  aid  in  connecting  the  Pennsylvania  and  Oliio  canals.  .        961 
Resolutions  of  Florida  lor  a  grant  to  construct  a  railroad  frijm  Jacksonville  lo  the  (iulf 

of  Mexico '. 962 

Same  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  tlie  Florida,  Alabama,  and  Georgia  railroad 963 

Same  of  Ohio  for  grants  to  the  officers   and   soldiers  of  war  of  1812-15,  and  their 

widows  and  orphans 968 

Same  for  a  distribution  of  a  p;irt  of  the   proceeds  of  the  sale  among  the   States  for 

education 969 

Message  (and  docitmenta  J  in  relation  to  lands  acquired  from  the  Choctaw  and  Creek 

tribes  of  Indians 971 

Memorial  and  report  from  committee  (H.  R.)  relative  to  the  title  to  certain  lots  in  New 

Orleans 173,  97.5-977 

Land  stocL-i  surrendered. — Relative  to 489 

Laivle.-<s,  L.  E. — His  argument  on  the  claim  (jf  Antoine  Soulard. 201-215 

Lawrenceburg. — For  a  grant  for  a  canal  or  raih'oad  to  South  Bend  of  St.  Joseph's  river  from 950 

Libertij,  in  Indiana. — For  a  road  from  St.  Josepii's  river  to 396 

Louisiana. — Statement  of  lands   which    have  reverted,  i^c,  &c.,  to   United   States    for   non-pay- 
ment in 17,  18 

Statement  of  land,  for  purposes  of  education,  granted  to 25-30 

Relative  to  provision  for  making  embankments,  bridges,  and  roads  in 36 

Statement  of  quantity  sold  and  amount  of  money  received  in  1828-29  in 157-159 

Relative  to  tiio  title  of  the  United  States  to  certain  quays  in   New  Orleans,  the  report 

of  committee 173,  975 

Statement  of  lands  appropiriated  to  specific  objects  witliin 190 

Statement  of  quantity  sold,  rate  per  acre,  and'amount  received  1829-30  in 219 

Rights  of  claims  west  of  Pearl  river  in 221 

Relative  to  the  establishment  of  an  office  of  surveyor  general  for 267 

Statement  and  estimated  quantity  surveyed  and  sold  from  1826  to  1831  in 268 

Statement  of,  in  New  Orleans  in' November,  1830,  &c.,  &c 290-294 

Statement  of  quantity  of,  surveyed  and  unsurveyed  lands,  to  January,  1836,  in.  .  .  .      294-298 

Relative  to  amount  of  discount  allowed  on  balances  due  in «  .        394 

Statistical  details  relative  to  her  interests  in  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 

lands 448-451,  467,  477,  488 

Payment  on  account  of  purchase  of  Louisiana 467,  449 

Relative  to  military  and  forfeited  suits  in 474 

Statement  of  quantity  otiered  for  sale  and  remaining  unsold  in 603,  604 

Operation  of  land  system  for  1832-'33  in 628 

Relutive  to  pre-emption  rights  in 649 

Relating  to  grants  in  aid  of  internal  improvement 653 

Whole  amount  granted,  and  for  wliat  purposes,  to 662-664 

Report  of  register  and  receiver  of  claims  in  the  southern  land  district  of 665-703 

Report  from  Coramittec  on  Private  Land  Claims  (H.  R.)  on  same  subject 903-911 

Resolutions  of  general  assembly  ftu-  a  grant  to  reimburse  expenses  of  a  levee  in  parish 

^'*   i^'J'i'te  Coupee,  and  for  recovery  of  runawav  slaves  to  Mexican   territory 950 

Louwville  and  Portland  canal. — State  of  subscription  to " 29 

Lunatics. — For  grants  to  estaldish  asylums  in  Indiana  for '. 252 

M. 

^/^Lane,  Hon.  Zouis.— Hisjestimony  relative  to  a  new  district  in  Michigan 462 

577 


•M  I 


Madi.'ion  to  L^dianapoHs.—Fnv  grant" for  a  road  from 

Mad  Elver  and  Lake  Erie  Railroad.-  For  a  grant  to  aid  in  the  construction  of. \ 949 

iuai?ie.— Statement  of  money  for  roads  and  canals  ^-ranted   to 25-30 


1  X  I)  EX    TO    IT  1!  Lie    LA  X  DS. 


3Iain)'. — Ainiraised  ami  fstiinutiil  value  ol'  |irujicii_v  couvovcil  tn  Unitril  States  in  iiaymeiit  et  (lebls  in         288 

Statistical  details  I'dative  to  her  interests  iu  the  proceeds  oj' sales 448-451 

J/n/A^  ot'  till''  >iurret/ed  and  un^urri'i/cil  hnids. — Relative  to 308,  58t 

Of  nusarveyod  lands  in  Louisiana,      lielative  to Ti^l,  (i52 

2Iari/land. — A)ipraised  and  estimated  value  of  property  couveyeil  to   United  States    in  payment  of 

debts,  &c.,   in " ' ' 2«8 

Statistical  details  relative  to  her  interests  in  the  proi/eeds  of  the  sales 448-451 

3Iamn,  J.  B. — His  letter  on  subject  of  Virjj,Mnia  military  warrants oGT 

Mamii,  Thomson. — Recomniendiny;  Henry  \\':ishinL;-ton  for  surveyor 3.')8 

llassachusettx. — Appraised  and  estinuiled  value  of  property  surveyed   to    rnite(l  Slates  in  payment 

debts,  kc,  in " " 288 

Statistical  details  relative  to  her  interests  in  the  ]U'oci;eds  ot'  tlie  sales 448-451 

3Iaumce  rivn: — For  improvement  of  the 383 

3[ff:!<a'jes. — (See  President  of  the  United  States.) 

3Ie.vican  territory. — For  protection  of  runaway  slaves  to 5150 

Miami  eana!. —  (See  Ohio.) 

Micliir/an. — Memorial  of  the  le,i;'islative  council  tor  a  ;j,'rant  of  sections  to  tlie  counties,  the  avails  to 

be  laid  out  in  building'  court-liouses  and  jails 15 

Same  for  a  tijwnshiji  for  the  eiulowment  of  a  hospital   for   the   relief  of  dischar<;'ed  and 

disabled  soldiers   and  seamen 15,  16 

Statement  of  lands  which  have  reverted  to  the  United  Stati's  for  non-payujeiit,  ic,  in.    1",  18 

Statement  of  money  for  roads  and  canals  granted  to 25-30 

Statement  of  quantity  sold  and  amiuint  of  money  receivi.'d  in  1S2S  and  182'.t  iu 15T-159 

Statement  of  quantity  sold,  rate  per  annum,  and  amount  received  in  ls20  and  ls;Jt),  in.  .        210 

Statement  and  ('stimated  quantity  surveyed  anil  sold  from    ls2fj  to  ls:jl  in 2(58 

Memorial  of  the  legislative  council  for  agraut  of  land  to  encourage  the  cidtivation  of  silk        268 

Relative  to  the  establishment  of  the  plan  of  Detroit,   in 270-277 

Appraised  and  estimated  vahu'  of  property  conveyed  to   United   States   in   payment   of 

debts,  &c.,   in " '. 288 

Statement  of  (]uautity  surveyed  and  unsurveyed  to  January,  1831.  in 294-298 

Application  of  receiver  at  Detrijit  for  extra  compensation 363 

Kelative  to  the  claim  of  White,  Neale  ^-  Stratton  for  laying  out  a  road  in 393 

Details  respecting  objects  for  which  lands  are  appropriated  in 448,  468,  477,  488 

Relative  to  the  establishment  of  a  new  district  in 457 

Relative  to  military  and  forfeited  scrip  in 474,  489 

Statement  of  ((uantity  oU'ered.  lor  sale  and  remaining  unsold    603,  604 

Operation  of  land  s_ystem  I'rom  1832  to  1833  in    628 

Whole  amount  granted,  and  for  what  purposes,  to 662-664 

Report  of  select  committee   (II.  R.)  on  claim   of  Judges  C'lii]iuian  and  W'oodbridge,  as 

commissioners  to  adjust  titles  in  Detroit 958 

Michifian  Lafe— Relative  to  a  road  to  the  Ohio  ri\"er  from 253,  264,  265,  308,  309 

Military  bounty  lands. —  (See  Bounty  Lands.)    Lands. 
Military  land  districts. — (See  Lands — Ohio.) 

Military  land  scrip. — Relative  to _ 

3Iilitary  land  irarrants. — (See  Virginia.) •  •      473,  489 

31ississ'ippi. — Statement  of  lauds  which  have  reverted  to  the  United  States  l\>v  non-payment,  cVc,  in      ^    17 

Statement  of  lands  for  purposes  of  education  granted  to 25-30 

Additional  claims  for  the  district  of  Jackson  Court-House,  in _  136,  137 

Memorial    of    the   general    assembly    for   a    grant    in    lieu    of   a    section    intended    for 

schools " ". _.  ..• l^"".  152 

Statement  of  quantity  sold  and  amount  of  money  received  1828-29  in 157-lo9 

Statement  of  quantity  ap|.)ro))riated  for  specific  objects  to 190 

Statement  of  quantity  sold,  rate  per  acre,  and  amount  received  1829-30  in 219 

Relative  to  the  three  per  cent,  fund  from  sales,  for  the  construction  of  roads  and  canals 

in... 224 

For  amendment  of  thi'  [)re-enq)tion  laws  in 252 

Statement  and  estimated  quantity  surveyed  and  sold  from  1826  to  1831  in 268 

Statement  of  quantity  surveyed  and  unsurveyed  to  January,  1831,  in ,, 294-298 

Memorial  of  the  general  asseml'Iy  for  sale  of  lands  acquired  from  the  Clioeta\v  Indians 

at  the  minimum  price ^j^ 

Same  for  a  donation  to  Amos  Moore  for  public  services _• 350 

Same  for  a  grant  of  a  million  of  acres  for  the  improycment  of  navigable  streams  in.  .  .  .        377 

Same  for  a  donation  to  aid  in  making  roads J58D 

Relative  to  amount  of  discount  allowed  on  balances  due  in    \  .  .    .  .  .        394 

On  expediency  of  establishing  an  office  at  Columbus,  in 417 

For  donation  to  Jefl'erson  College,  in 422,  430 

Statistical  details  relative  to  the  interests  iu  the  proceeds  of  the  sales.  .    448-451,  468,  477,  488 

Relative  to  military  awl  forfeited  scrip  in 474 

Relative  to  Mississippi  stock  surrendered  in  the  offices  in  Alabama  and 489 

Relative  to  the  reorganization  of  the  land  offices  in •_       515 

Statement  of  quantity  ollered  for  sale  and  remaining  unsold 603,  604 

Operation  of  land  system  for  1832-33  in 628 

Memorial  of  the  general  assembly  for  grants  to  support  primary  schools ^     660 

Whole  amount  of  grants,  and  for  what  purposes,  to 662-664 

3Iississinin  and  Perdido  rivers,. in   West   T-'/oc/Wa.— Relative    to    claims    derived   from    Spain    lying 

between •.•■■•      499,  507 

3IisHouri. — Statement  of  lands  which  have  n.'verted  to  the  United  States  for  non-payment  m _   17 

Statement  Lif  land,  for  purposes  of  education,  granted  to 25-30 

Statemc'ut  of  quantity  sold  and  amount  of  money  received  1828-29  in 157-159 
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il/ij,W!(?-i.— Relative  to  vaisiiii?  forest  timbei-  on  the  prairies  in . .  - 114 

Relative  to  certain  town  or  villag-e  lots  for  the  nse  of  schools  in  St.  Louis,  m Ifiy,  189 

Statenient  of  ((uaiititv  approiiriatcd  by  Congress  to  specific  objects  within 1>J0 

Argument  of  L.  E.  Lawless,  on  elaini  of  Antoine  Soulard,  in  the  United  States  court,  St. 
"  Louis,  held  ()ursuant  to  an  act  to  enalilc  claimants  within  .Mis.souri  and  Arkansas 

to  try  the  validity  of  their  claims .■■••. : 201-215 

Statemen"t  of  ipiantity  sold,  rate  per  acre,  and  amount  received  in  182',)-'30  in 219 

Kelative  ti>  the  three  pc^r  cent,  fund  from  sales,  for  the  construction  of  roads  and  canals 

in 224 

Decisions  of  Judge  Peck  on  claims  of  Mackav  Wherry  and  of  Auguste  Chouteau  and 

others  in  ... :    ' 225-248 

Statement  and  estimated  quantity  surveyed  and  sold  from  182G  to  1831  in 268 

Apiu-aised  and  estimated  value  of  property  conveyed  to  the  United  States  in  payment 

of  debt-i,  &c.,  in ,      288 

Statenient  of  quantity  of  surveyed  and  unsurveyed  lands  to  January,  1830,  in 294-298 

Memorial  of  the  general  assembly  that  lands  may  be  sold  in  forty-acre  lots,  and  that 
quarter  sections  may  be  divided   by  east  and  west  as  wdl  as  by  north  and  south 

lines '. .■ •  •. 299,  300 

Memorial  of  same  for  the  establishment  nf  a  board  of  commissioners  in 300 

Application  of  sundry  citizens  for  a  settlement  of  their  claims  in 326 

Kelative  to  uncontirmed  private  claims  in 335 

Kelative  to  the  claims  of  the  setthn-s  on  the  Old  Mines,  in 386,  505 

Kelative  to  amount  of  discounts  allowed  on  balances  duo  in 394 

Statistical  details  relative  to  the  interests  in  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  in  .  .  448-451,  468,  471,  488 

Relative  to  military  and  forfeited  scrip  in 474 

Relative  to  the  final  adjustment  of  claims  in 516 

Statement  of  (luantity  oflered  fir  sale  and  remaining  unsold 603,  604 

Memorial  of  the  general  assembly  for  changes  in  the  system,  and  for  ceding  the  lands 
to  the  States  in  which  they  lie,  and  for  disposing  of  the  unsurveyed  and  refuse 

lands,  and  exchange  of  school  lands,  in 612,  636 

Operation  of  the  system  for  1832-'33  in 628,  634 

Memorials  of  the  general  assembly  that  registers  be  directed  to  transcribe  the  field- 
notes  on  the  back  of  patents,  and  for  a  grant  of  certain  unsurveyed  lands 638,  639 

Same  for  grants  to  support  primary  schools 660 

Same  to  exchang'e  16th  sections  wlicn  valueless,  and  that  Chickasaw  townships  may  be 

jn'ovided  with  school  lands 661 

Same  i'or  change  of  office  from  Clinton  to  Jackson 662 

Whole  amount  granted,  and  for  what  purposes,  to 662-664 

Reports  of  connnissioners  and  recorder  on  ilissouri  private  claims,  and  translations  of 

Spanisli  laws  and  customs 703-901,  921-937 

MonticeUo,  in  Alabama. — Foi-  a  land  oflice  at ,.-...        144 

Moore,  Amotf. — ^Application  by  Mississip|)i  for  a  donation  to 350 

3Iun,  Julius  De. — Translatin-  to  commissioners  on  Missouri  claims 703-901,  921-937 

N. 

New  Eiujlatid. — Mississippi  Land  Company,  report  on  petition  of 959 

New  Hampshire. — Appraised  and  estimated  value  of  property  conveyed  to  the  United  States  in  ])ay- 

ment  of  debts,  &c.,  in ". 288 

Statistical  details  relative  to  her  interests  in  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 448-451 

New  Jersey. — Appraised  and  estimated  value  of  property  conveyed  to  the  United  States  in  payment 

of  debts  in ". 288 

Statistical  details  relative  to  her  interests  in  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 448-451 

New  0/-fea/is.— Relative  to  the  title  of  the  United  States  to  certain  quays  in 173,  975 

Statement  of  the  sales  in  November,  1830,  and  for  postponement  of  said  sales  in. .  .      290-294 
New  York. — Statement  of  money  for  roads  and  canals  granted  to 25-30 

For  a  grant  to  deaf  and  dumb  institution  in 149 

Appraised  and  estimated  value  of  property  conveyed  to  the  United  States  in  payment 

of  debts  in 288 

Statistical  details  relative  to  her  interests  in  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 448-451 

Statement  of  sales  prior  to  organization  of  the  land  office  in 469,  488 

North  Carolina. — For  a  grant  to  deaf  and  dumb  institution  in 149 

Appraised  and  estimated  value  of  property  conveyed  to  the  United  States  in  payment 

^  of  debts,  &c.,  in 288 

Statistical  details  relative  to  her  interests  in  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 448-451 

Names  of  private  land  rial  rnanf^:.— {See  index,  part  2,  this  volume.) 


Officers  of  the  revolution. — (See  Bounlij  Lands.) 
Officers  of  the  war  of  1812-'15.— (See  Bounti/  Lands.) 

Relative  to  grants  of  land  to .  .  ." 302,  338,  968 

0/iio.— Statement  of  lands  which  have  reverted  to  tlie  United  States  for  non-payment  in 17,  18 

Statements  of  money  and  land  for  purposes  of  education  and  roads  and  canals,  granted 

to •..      25-30 

Relative  to  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  within  the  State  to 127,  128 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Public   Lands  (S.)  in  favor  of  allowing  the  State  to  apply 
the  proceeds  of  land  granted  to  the  Miami  canal  to  the  construction  of  railroads. 

For  grant  to  deaf  and  dumii  institution  in  ...  .  149 
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Ohio. — Statement  of  riuantity  hiiild  and  aiiminit  (if  iiiniic\-  received  iu  lb'2s  and  ISii'J 1."m-159 

Kelati\-e  to  title  of  secti'jns  8,  11,  2('>,  ■1\),  in  tnwnsliip  13  and  rang-e  1,  in  the  Steulicn- 

viile  district,  and  tn  making-  a  donatiim  .if  said  sections  for  nse  of  scliools  in IS.j 

Statement  of  lands  appropriated  for  specific  oliircfs  In ]  ;iO 

Statement  of  ([nantity  sold,  rate  per  acre,  amount  received,  in  lS2'.t  and  1S30,  in 219 

IJelative  tn  tlie  three  pi'r  cent,  fund  from  sales  fur  th(.'  constrnction  of  roads  and  canals 

in 224 

Memorial  of  the  .general   assemMy  for  a  grant  for  a  road  from   tlie   Oliio  river  to  Ijake 

Erie 265 

Statement  and  estimatoil  (jnantity  snrveyed  and  sold  IVoni  1820  to  1831  in 2G8 

Appraised  and  estimated  vahie  of  property  conveyed  t.i  the  rniled   States  in  payment 

of  debts,  &c.,  in 28S 

Statement  of  cpiantity  surveyed  and  unsurveyed  to  January  31,  in 21)4-298 

Jlemorials  of  the  legislature  for  additional  grants  of  school  lands  in  tht'  western  reserve, 

and  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished 331,  G40 

Same  for  a  grant  for  a  road  from  Gallipolis  to  Chilicothe 348 

Eclative  to  the  qiialitity,  situation^ and  value  of  military  lands  in 350 

Relative  to  a  g-rant  for  the  education  of  the  deaf  and  dundj oSl 

Kelative  to  amount  of  discounts  allowed  on  balances  due  in 394 

Statistical  details  relative  to  her  interests  in  the  proceeds  of  the  sale.  .  .  .448-451,  4G8,  4'I'I,  488 

Relative  to  military  and  forfeited  scri]j  in 474 

Statement  of  quantity  offered  for  sale  and  remaining  unsold  in 003,  (104 

Operation  of  the  land  system  for  1832-33  in 628 

Resolutions  of  the  legislature  of,  adverse  to  ret'liartindng  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 

and  to  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  sales  among  tiie  States 654 

Adverse  to  a  grant  to  Perrysburg,  in , GSd 

Whole  amount  granted,  and  for  what  purposes,  to 662-664 

Resolutions  of  tlie  general  assemlily  for  a  grant  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  !Mad 

River  and  Lake  Erie  railroad 949 

Same  to  aid  in  connecting  the  Pennsjdvania  and  Ohio  canals 961 

Same  for  donating  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  war  of  1812-15,  and  their  widows 

and  orphans 968 

Same  for  a  distribution  of  a  part  of  the  proceeds  of  sales  among  the  States  for  education,       969 

Ohio  and   Chesapeake  canal. — Statement  of  subscription  to 29 

Ohio  Company. — Statement  of  land  sold  prior  to  the  org-anization  of  the  land  office  to 469,488 

Amount  granted  to 664 

Ohio  river. — lioads  to  and  from  — (See  Iioads.) 

Old  Jfines,  in  3li^souri. — Relative  t( i  the  si'ttling  r n  the 386,  505 


Fnlents,  after  sales  of  the  pidie  lands. — Relative  to  providing  for  issuing- 368-370 

Statement  of  number  and  cost  of  patents  prepared  whieh  have  not  been  signed  bj-  the 

President  of  the  United  States .' .  .  .  504,  505 

Relative  to  suspended 586,  588,  944-948 

To  coerce  tliose  in  Arkansas  who  are  entitled  to  bounly  lands  to  draw  their 911 

Pea  Patch  i's/a/it?.— Relative  to  title  to   .' ". 432-441 

Peck,  Judge. — Ilis  decisions  on  claiuis  of  the  heirs  of  Mackay,  Wherry,  ami  of  August  Chouteau 

and  others,  to  lands  in  Missouri 225-248 

Penitentiarij  in  Arkansas. — For  a  g-rant  for 375 

Pennsi/h-ania. — For  a  grant  to  Deaf  and   Dumb  Institution  in 149 

Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Lands  (IT.  R.)  on  same  suliject 352 

Appraised  and  estimated  value  of  jiropertv  conveyed  to  the  United  States  in  payment 

of  debts,  &c.,  in .' " 288 

Statistical  details  relative  to  her  interests   in  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  puldic 

lands 448-451,  488 

Statement  of  sales  prior  to  organization  of  laud  office  in 469,  489 

Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  canals. — Relative  to  aid  in  connecting  the 961 

Peoria  county,  in  Illinois. — Relative  to  her  pre-emption  claim 348 

Perrysburg,  Ohio. — Adverse  to  a  grant  to 656 

Pittsburg. — Statement  of  the  sale  of  lauds  prior  to  organization  of  the  land  office  at 469,  488 

Popiulation  in  the  diferent  Slates. — Exhibiting-  comparative  views  of  the  progress  of 449 

Possession  and  cultivation. — Relative  to  claims  founded  on 679,  903 

Pottawatomie  Indian.?. —  (See  Indians.) 

Pre-emjjtions. — Relative  to  granting  certain  pre-emption  rights  to  citizens  of  Alabama 10,  11,  12 

For  pre-emption  rights  to  actual  settlers  in  Arkansas 33,  34 

On  the  subject  of  the  bill  to  grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers 186-188 

For  the  extension  of  the  pre-emption  law  in  Illinois 249 

For  amendment  of  the  pre-emption  laws  in  Mississippi 252 

For  extension  and  modification  of  pre-emption  laws  in  Arkansas 319,  658 

Relative  to  the  pre-emption  claim  of  Peoria  county,  Illinois 348 

Relative  to  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  lands  granted  for  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  and 

olive  in  Alabama 372 

For  right  of  pre-emption  to  actual  settlers  in  Illinois 560 

For  relief  to  settlers  whose  pre-emption  rights  have  been  forfeited  in  same 571 

For  extension  of  time  of  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  in  Indiana 606 

Same  in  Alabama 608.  609,  657 

Same  in  Louisiana 649-652 

vol..  VI 125  K 
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DOCl'MEN'TS    -fflTH  : 

Communicalions  from  the  Seiretarij  of  the  Treasury  and  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 

Office,  idth  'tables  marked  Xo.  I  ioKo.9 25-30 

Message  recommending  provision  for  tlie  protection  to  the  surveyors— 

nOCl'MENTS    WITH  : 

Letters  from  surreyor  south  of  Tennessee;  principal  deputy  sitrveyor  southeastern  district 

of  Louisiana;  and  letters' from  H.  H.  Gurley  and  Edward  Livingston. 180,  181 

Message  transmitting  statements  of  the  whole  (quantity  of  land  granted  to  the  several 

States  for  specific  objects ^ 189,  190 

Messages  in  relation  to  sales  at  the  Crawfordsville  office,  in  Indiana,  for  a  road  from 
Lake  Michigan  to  the  Ohio  river — 

DOCUMEXTS    IViTH  :  " 

Statements  from  the  Secretary  of  the   Treasury 263,  264,  265,  266 

President  of  the   Unit'ed  -SVate.— Message  relating  to  dividing  the  district  of  the  surveyor  general 
for  Missouri,  Illinois,  and  Arkansas — 

DOcriiEXTs  with: 

Communication  from  the   Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office;  A,  B,  letters  from 

surveyor's  offices;  C,  tabular  estimate  of  work,  d-c.,  &c 402—409 

Message  relating  to  quantity  and  cost  of  public  lands,  receipts  from  sales,  and  objects 
to  -which  appropriated — 

DOCUMENTS   with: 

Statement  of  amount  po.id  for  the  pnirchase,  and  amount  received  from  the  sales  rf  pjutjlic 
lands;  A,  statement  of  estimated  quantity,  and  how  apjjropriated ;  B,  statement  of 
amount  on  account  of  Virginia  land  claims;  C,  special  sales  pjrior  to  organization 
of  land  office ' 466-469 

Message  adverse  to  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands — 

DOCUMEXTS    WITH: 

statement  of  the  revenue  derived  from  the  public  lands;  copy  of  the  bill  to  appropriate  for 

a  limited  time  the  pjroceeds  of  sales,  &c.,  &c 61 6-622 

Message  in  relation  to  the  lands  acquired  from  the  Choctaw  and  Creek  tribes  of  Indians — 

DocniEXTS  with: 

Communication    from   the    Commissioner   rf   the    General    Land    Office. — Proclamation 

of  the  President .' 9T1-974 

Primary  Schools. — (See  Schools.) 

Private  land  claims. — Estimate  of,  indexing  of. — (See  Lands.) 

In  Florida. — Relative  to 519,  555 

Statement  of  estimate  of  private  claims  confirmed,  and  notice  of  Indian  reservations 

made  by  treaty 583 

Statement  relative  to  indexing . 584 

In  Louisiana,  southeastern  district. — Relative  to 665-703,  903-911 . 

In  if/ssou'rt. — Report  of  recorder  and  commissioners  on 703-901 

Private  land  claimants. — Names  of. — (See  separate  Index,  part  2,  this  volume.) 

Public  domain. — (See  Western  Domain — Lands.) 

a. 

Quarter  sections  — Relative  to  the  division  of  lands  into 299 

For  the  correction  of  a  mistake  in  entering  a 320 

To  make  good  a  deficiency  in  a  fractional 339 

To  correct  error  in  the  entry  of  a  quarter  section  in  Indiana 333 

(Juincy  land  district,  in  Illinois. — Relative  to 611 

B. 

Railroads. — To  sell  proceeds  of  land  for  ilianii  canal,  in  Ohio,  for  construction  of 138 

P'or  a  grant  to  aid  in  constructing  Mad  River  and  Lake  Erie  railroad 949 

Same  for  a  canal  or  railroad  from  Lawrenceburg  to  St.  Joseph's  river 950 

Same  for  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Jacksonville  to  Gulf  of  Mexico 962 

Same  of  Florida,  Alabama  and  Georgia  railroad 963 

Recorder  of  private  land  claims  in  Missouri.— Reports  of 703-901 

Reduction  and  graduation  of  the  price  of  lands.— Report  on  the  application  of  several  States  for 640 

(See  Lands.) 

Refuse  lands  in  Tennessee.— Relative  to  the  cession  of 353 

Registers  and  receivers.— On  private  claims  in  East  Florida. — Final  report  of 55-121 

For  district  of  Jackson  Court-House,  in  Mississippi.— Report  of  additional  claimant 136 

Relative  to  the  compensaiioii  of  register  and  receiver  at  St.  Augustine,  East  Florida. .        168 
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rage. 

Iler/i!:(er!f and  receivers. — Talinlnv  oxliibit  of  tlio  pcrinds  to  wliicli  tlii'ir  accdtints  liavi'  been  Vfiidcri'd, 

etc.,  and  tlic  paviiii'iils  intn  the  licasm y 19.),  027 

I!eg'ister  i)f'  claiiiiis  tn  land  in  St.   llrlcna   (list lict,  Louisiana -21 

Ainilication  of  roecivcr  at  lU'lioit  \\<v  cxtia  roiii|jonsation 3()3 

Copy  of  report  of  register  and  reciavi-r,  St.  Stephen's  district,  Alaliania 430 

Abstract  from  same  relative  to  lands  west  of  the  Per<lido.  itc 490 

Kelative  to  directing  reg'istcrs  to  transcribe  lield-notes  on  back  nf  patents (138 

Relative  to  pre-emptions  in  LcJiiisiana 051 

At  New  Orleans. — Their  rejiort  of  claims  in  the  southeastern  district  of  Louisiana,  and 

r(>pnrt   from   Committee  on  Privat(^  Land  Claims  (II.  \l.)  on  same  suljject .  .      00.^-703,  901 

St.  Stephen's  district,  Alaliama. — Their  report 958,  95'.» 

Jieyi!<(er  of'  the   Treafnirij. — Talmlar    statements  of   the  money  and   lanil  granted  to  tin'  States  for 

education  and  mads  and  canals 20-30 

Piclative  tosalesprior  to  organization  ofland  offices, and  to  land  stock  surrendered,  &c.      488,  489 
(Sec  Treai'uri/,  Deparltnent  of  tlir. —  Comntii^Moner  of  liie  General  Land  Office.) 

Relief  lair^. — Exhibit  of  amount  of  money  abated  or  relinquished  to  jiurchasers  under  the 485,  480 

Jleligiou.^  a7id  charitable  insfifiilion!<. — Number  of  .acres  approju-iatod  fur 448,  477,  004 

Jiclinqnidied  lands. — Relative  to  lands   forfcitcil   Ibr  non-payment,  and  retaining  balance  by  paying- 
residue  of  purchase  money 14 

Relative  to  such  in  Alabama  which  have  reverted  to  the  United  States  for  non-payment     10,  17,  384 
Bevolufionanj  bounty  land  uwrantif.     (^Sce  Boiniti/  Land.<.) 

lihude  Idaud. — Statistical  details  relative  to  her  interests  in  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 448-451 

Rivers. — For  improvement  of  Kankaskia  and  Ivnbarrass,  in  Illinois 289 

For  g-rant  for  a  road  from  Chicago  to  the  AVabash  river 301 

(See  Roads.) 
For  grant  of  a  million  of  acres  for  the  improv(>ment  of  navigable  streams  in  Mississip]ii .        377 

For  improvement  of  the  ^aumee  river ^83 

For  indemnity  for  improvements  on   AVliite  and  Arkansas  rivers 389 

For  a  donation  for  a  road  from  St.  Joseph's  river  to  Liberty,  in  Indiana 39() 

For  a  donation  for  improvement  of  Tennessee  and  others 902 

Jioads. — Relative  to  making-  them,  and  embankments  and  bridges  on  public  lands  in  Louisiana.  .  .  .  30 

Relative  to  locations   and  coniirmations  of  grants  to  Indiana  for  a  road  from  Lake 

Michigan  to  the  Ohio  river. ^ 253-258,  203,  204,  205,  308,  3()9 

For  a  grant  for  a  road  from   the  I  >hio  river  to  Lake  Erie    205 

For  a  grant  to  Indiana  fa-  a  road  lidui   Madison  to  Indianapolis 277 

For  a  gi-ant  to  llliiiois  Ibr  a  ro.id   from   Chicago  to  the  Wabash  river 301 

For  a  grant  to  Indiana  for  certain  roads  from  the  Ohio  river 31  i 

For  a  grant  to  Ohio  for  a  road  from  Gallipolis  to  Ghilicothe 348 

For  a  grant  to  Mississipjii  to  aid  in  nmking  roads ^80 

Relative  to  the  claim  of  White  and  others  for  laying  out  a  road  in  Mi(diigan 393 

For  a  donation  to  Indiana  for  a.  road  from  St.  Joseph's  rivi'r  to  Liberty 390 

For  a  donation  to  Illinois  for  a  road  from  Detroit  to  Chicago  and  Galena 600,  045 

Roads  and  canals. — Statements  of  money  and  land  granted  to  the  States  for  the  construction  of.  .      20-30 
C.vxAi.s. — Delaware  and  Chesajirafc,  Oliio  and    Chesapeale,  Dismal  Svamp,  Louisville  and 

Portland. 
lloASS. —  Gurnherland,   Naslicdlc.  Xaldic:,  Wliccling,  Missouri,   JLssissi/ipi,   (Jeorf/ia,    Ten- 
nessee, and  Louisiana 29 

Relative  to  the  three  per  cent.  I'und  from  sales  in  certain  States  for  the  construction  of ...  .        224 

Statement  of  quantity  of  land  granted  for -^^o 

Runan-ay  slaves  to  Mcrican    Territory — For  jiroteetion  of 950 

s. 

,S'^    Louis,   ill    ]]n.'--souri. — For   the   sale   of   certain   town    or  village   lots   foi    the   use   of    schools, 

petition  of  trustees  of 188,  189 

St.  Mark^s,  Florida.— Rckaivc  to  laying  off  a  b)wn  at 171,  172 

Saline  lands  in  huliana. — For  authority  to  sell  the 1-^2 

/(I  Illinois.— YoY  like  authority : 203 

In  Illinois. — For  additional  grant  and  power  to  sell ■  •  •        277 

In   Arkansas. — F(jr   power   to  sidl  and  apply  jiroceeds  to  education  of  <jrphans  and  indi- 
gent children ■^\-' 

In  Indiana. — For  permission  to  sell  hm- 3bo 

Nmiiber  of  acres  appropriated  I'or  salines 448 

Relative  to  saline  reserve  in   Dearlnu'n   county,  Indiana 409 

Ridative   to  salt  springs  in  Indiana 491 

,S'/.  Jo.-'ejih's  river,  in  Indiana. — For  a  road  to  Lilierty  from 39b 

Same,  from  Lawrenceburg  to ^ _ ^  9,)0 

Schools. Relative  to  the  exchange  of  school  lamls  in  Illinois  for  purposes  of  education.  . 13,  14 

Application  of  Arkansas  to  extend  t  ime  tor  hicating  land  under  treaty  with  the  Cherokee 

Indians   for  an  exchange  of  school  lands,  &c .-•••; "?'  '^'^ 

Statements  of  money  and  land  granted  to  the  States  for  education,  &c '~^~^,^ 

For  estal)lishment  of  ijrimary  scliools  in  Alabama  and  Mississippi 54,  000 

For  grants  for  mah;  and  female  academies  in  Alabama 135,  903 

For  a  grant  in  lieu  of  a  section  intended  for  schools  in  Mississippi 147,  152 

For  grants  to  deaf  and  ihnnb  institutions 1^9,  352,  387 

Respecting  certain  schord   lands  in  Indiana ^      1^5 

In  favor  of  a  grant  to  Transylvania  University •,■■■.■■•.•••,■      ^''''  ^^'^ 

In  favor  of  distributing  the  lu-oceeils  ol'  sales  among  th<'  Stales  and  Territories  lor  the 

purposes  of  education ' 103-100,  301,  lil4,  909 
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Sc-hooh.—liehitivc  to  cnnpeiisating-  R.  C.  Allen  lor  locating'  two  townships  in  Florida  for  a  semi- 

narj'  of  learning •. :••••.•  •  •  •  ;  •  ; ;  :  '  "  '  ' ,'  ll," 

Aa:ainst  expediency  of  making  a  donation  of  certain  sections  m  loth  township  and  itli 

"    range,  in  Steiibenville  district,  in  Ohio,  for  use  of ^  185 

Relative  to  certain  town  or  village  lots  in  St.  Louis  for  the  use  of , 188,  189 

For  grants  in  each  county  of  Illinois  for 290 

For  compensation  to  agents  for  selecting  lands  for  a  university  in  Arkansas 318 

For  power  to  sell  the  salines  in  Arkansas  and  apply  proceeds  to  purposes  of  education.        319 

For  authority  to  Florida  to  locate,  in  lieu  of  16th  sections  fur  education 320 

Same  to  Florida •  •  •. "|-^ 

For  additional  grants  in  the  Avestern  reserve  Indian  lands,  Ohio 331,  040 

For  donation  to  Jefferson  College iSS,  430 

Number  of  acres  appropriated  for  common , 448,  477 

For  exchange  of  school  lands  in  Illinois  and  Missouri 610,  636 

For  disposition  of  certain  school  lands  in  Tennessee 644 

To  i>rovide  Chickasaw  townshii>s  with  school  lands 661 

Amount  granted  to C63 

For  a  grant  to  Indiana,  in  lieu  of  a  16th  section  for  use  of  a  college 919 

Scliool  lands. — (See  Lands — Schools.) 

Scrip. — Relative  to  military  and  forfeited  land 473,  474 

Secretary  of  the  Treasurij. — (See  Treasury,  Bepaiiment  of  the.) 
Secretary  cf  State. — (See  State,  Depaiiment  of  the.) 
Secretary  of  War. — (See  War  Department.) 

Slaves. — For  protection  of  such  as  run  away  to  Mexican  territory 950 

Seats  of  government. — Number  of  acres  appropriated  for 448 

Sill; — For  a  grant  to  encourage  the  cultivation  of 268 

Smith,  Thomas. — His  explanation  with  regard  to  the  plan  of  Detroit 274,  275 

Solorazano's  "  Politica  Indiana." — Extracts  from 556,  935 

Solicitoi-  of  the  Treasuri/. — (See  Treasury,  Department  of  the.) 

South  Carolina. — Statistical  details  relative  to  the  interests  in  the  proceeds  of  sales 448-451 

Sp)ain. — Amount  paid  for  purchase  of  Florida  to 449,  467 

For  adjustment  of  all  claims  in  West  Florida,  between  the  Mississippi   and   Perdido 

rivers,  derived  from 495,  502,  506 

Extracts  from  Solorazano's  "  Politica  Indiana^' 556 

Compendium  of  history  of  royal  law  of 928 

Spanish  and  French  grants. — Register  of  lands  west  of  Pearl  river,  in  Louisiana,  said  to  be  derived 

from  Spanish  authorities 221 

Relative  to  lands  in  Missouri  under  grants  from  Spanish  and  French  governments 300 

Same  in  Alabama 326 

Application  of  Arkansas  in  favtir  of  purchasers  under 329 

Sjianish  laws  and  custoins  relating  to  3rissouri  private  land  claims. — Translations  of 123,  137 

State,  Department  cf. — Communications  from. — Letter  from   tlie  Secretary,  accompanied  by  a  plan 
of  the  town  of  Detroit — 

DOCUMENTS  WITH: 

Communications  from  the  governor  and  Judges  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan;  memorial  of 
the  citizens  of  Detroit;  rejxrt  of  Committee  on  Territories;  explanations  by  Thomas 
Smith  and  John  R.  Williams ._     271-277 

Relative  to  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  settlement  of  all  claims  derived 
from  Spain  between  the  Mississippi  and  Perdido  rivers,  in  West  Florida — 

DOCUMENTS  WITH: 

A,  B,  C,  certificates  of  the  c<mimissioners  for  Pearl  Piver  districts  ;  D,  letter  of  Mr.  Tacon 

to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  (translation  ;)  E,  draught  cf  a  bill 499-504 

States. — Statement  of  the  lands  appropriated  for  specific  objects,  to  the  year  1828,  by  the  United.  .  190 
Relative  to  the  three  per  cent,  fund  from  sales,  for  the  construction  of  roads  and  canals 

in  certain 224 

Appraised  and  estimated  value  of  property  conveyed   to  Lfnited  States  in  pa3'ment  of 

debts,  &c.,  in  the  United 278-288 

Estimate  of  the  expense  of  surveys  and  statement  of  unsurveyed  lands  for  1831  in  the 

several 294-298 

Resolution  of  xVlabarna  for  cession  to  the  States  in  which  the  lands  lie 385 

Reports  from  Committee  on  Manufactures   and   Public  Lands  (S.)   on  distributing  the 

proceeds  of  sales  among  the  several 441-451,  477,  478-487 

Report  from  Committee  on  Public  Lands  (H.  R.)  relative  to  the  sale  to  tiie  States  in 

which  the  lands  lie    451-455 

Resolution  of  Vermont  for  a  division  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  among  the  several...       604 

Memorial  of  Missouri  for  cession  to  the  States  in  which  the  lands  lie 612 

Resolution  of  Pennsylvania  for  same 614 

Relative  to  the  unsurveyed  and  refuse  lands  in  the  new 634 

For  the  reduction  and  graduation  of  the  price,  application  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri, 

and  Alabama 640 

Resolutions  of  Georgia  against  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  among  the       951 

Resolutions  of  Ohio  for  part  of  such  proceeds  for  education 969 

Slates  and  Tcrritories.—  llcport  from  select  committee  (H.  R.)  on  distributing  the  proceeds  of  s..les 

for  the  jiuriHises  of  education  among  the 163-166,  477 

Amount  granted  t(j  the  several 663 

Steubenviile  district,  in  O/ii'o.— Relative  to  titles  of  sections  8,  11,  26,  and  29,  in  13tli   township  and 

7th  range,  in , 1S5 
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Pact?. 

tSiircei/s. — Si  at  omen  t  ol'  cnst  "f  sur\n'vs  nl'  ccilaiii  mads  and  canals 30 

Statement  and  estimated  (juanlitv  nf  surveyed  hinds,  and  amonnts  received  IVfini  lS-2(i  t(i 

1S31 ! ■ 2(1S 

Estimate  df  the  expense  (if  snrveys  and  statement  nl'  nnsnrveved   lands  to  January  1, 

1S31 '. ■ ^    294-298 

Eelative  to  a  map  of  the  surveyed  and  unsurveyed  laiuls 308 

Eelative  to  surveys  of  private  confirmed  idaims  in  Florida 519-555 

Relative  to  the  expenses  of  the  puldic 561-571 

Eelative  to  the  system  of  surveys,  &c.,  &c 577-601 

Eelative  to  the  survey  and  sale  of  Pottawatomie  lands  in  Indiana 606,  007 

Statement  of  quantity  surveyed  within  the  last  three  years,  embracing  salaries  and  other 

expenses 607 

For  survey  and  sale  of  certain  lands  in  Illinois 610 

Relative  to  the  unsurveyed  and  refuse  lands  in  the  new  States 634 

For  a  grant  to  Arkansas  of  lands  returned  unfit  for  surve.y 638 

Same  to  Missouri  of  certain  unsurveyed  lands 039 

Amount  surveyed  and  unsold 0()3 

Relative  to  a  connexion  of  the  surveys  between  Indiana  and  Illinois 913 

Relative  to  progress  of  surveys  of  lands  acquired  from  the  Pottawatomie  Indians 915 

Surveijor^. — Message  recommending  provision  for  their  protection *  180 

of  the  Virginia  miHlari/  district,  in  Ohio. — Statement  of  the 351 

Eelative  to  the  otiSce  of  surveyor  south  of  Tennessee 378 

Surveijorg  general. — For  appointment  of  one  in  Arkansas 33,  34 

Eelative  to  the  appointment  of  one  for  Louisiana 267 

In  3Iiiisoiiri,  Illinois,  and  Arkanga.<. — Relative  to  the  expediency  of.dividing  the  ollice 

of 402-409 

Relative  to  the  principal  depiity  surveyors  of  Louisiana,  and  surveyor  general  south  of 

Tennessee 513 

Letters  relative  to  the  public  surveys  from 561-571 

Eelative  to  the  business  in  the  offices  of 577-601 

Relative  to  pre-emptions  in  Louisiana 650 

Their  reports  on  private  claims  in  Missouri 703-901 

Suspended  patents. — (See  patents.) 

iS>jmmes,  John  C'leves. — Statement  of  quantity  sold  jirior  to  the  organizatinn  df  the  land  office  t'j.     469,  488 
Relative  to  purchases  made  by   664 


Tacon,  Fra.nciseo. — Letter  relative  to  claims  in  Florida 502 

Tax. — To  allow  Indiana  to  tax  lands  sold  by  the  United  States  in  that  State. 298 

Tennessee. — Statement  of  land  and  money  for  purposes  of  education,  and  roads  and  canals  granted 

to ■;  — : 25-30 

Statement  of  quantity  remaining  unsold  in 30,  32 

Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Lands  (11.  E.)  on  the  most  equitable  manner  cif  disposing 

of  the  refuse  lands  in 128,  129 

Appraised  and  estimated  value  of  prdperty  cunvi'ved   tn  I'nited   States   in  [laynient  of 

debts,  &c.,  in ' ." ". 288 

Eelative  to  a  cession  of  refuse  lands  in    353 

Communication  on  same  subject  from  representatives  in  Congress  from 356 

Eelative  to  the  condition  of  surveyor's  office  south  of 378 

Statistical  details  relative  to  her  interests  in  the  proceeds  of  tlie  sales  in 448,  451 

Eelative  to  removal  of  the  office  of  surveyor  general  south  of. 513 

Relative  to  the  disposition  of  certain  school  lands  in 644 

Tennessee  C'rnnjwny. — Relative  to  the  proposition  to  conqiromise  witli  the  United  States  on  account 

of  lands  sold  by  Georgia  to 174 

Tennessee  river. —  (See  Alabama.) 

Titles. — Estimated  amount  of  acres  of  Inilian  and  I'oreign  titles  extinguished,  etc 448 

(See  Staies — La nds.) 

Eelative  to  claims  ft.ninded  on  incom|ilete 073 

Pea  Patch  island.— Relat'we  to 432-441 

Tombeckbee  As.fociation. — Their  memorial  for  ndief 19 

Transylvania  Vniversitij. — In  favor  of  a  grant  of  land  to 162,  340 

Treasury,  Department  of  the. — Communications  fiom  ihe  Secretary — 

Sliowing  the  operations  of  the  land  system  and  number  ol  bounty  lanil  warrants  issued 
during  the  year  1828-29 — 

DOCLMEXTS     WITH: 

Annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Ojftce. 

A.  Monthly  returns  avd  quarterly  accounts  of  registers  and  receivers. 

B.  Exhibit  of  payments  into  the  trea-^ury,  dv.,  d-c. 

C.  Extracts  from  letters  from  Isaac  T.  Preston  relative  to  the  Bowie  claims  in  Arkansas. 

Report  cf  the  p)roceedings  (f  the  bounty  land  office  for  tlic  year  ending  September  30,  1829.  .        1-9 

(See  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office.) 
Sliowing   the   quantity-  reverted   to   the    L'nited   States    in    Alabama   for   nonqiayment, 

amounts  forfeited,  sold,  prices,  &c. — 

noccMEXT  -wrrir: 

Statement  of  the  Cum missioner  of  Ihe  General  Land  Office  vith  resjiect  to  s)irh  lands  in 

Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  3Iissouri,  Missiii.-fipjpi,  Louisiana,  Mie-higan 17,  18 
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Trea^nv)/,  Department  r>f  the. — Comrmmicatioiis  from  the  Pccrctary — 

" '     Siiowini;-  the  amount  of  money  and  land  g-ranted   to  the  .States  lor  the  pnrposes 

cdncation  and  the  eon.-;trnction  of  roads  and  canals 

Statement  of  land  remaining  unsold  in  the  State  of  Tennessee — 


POCniF.NTS    WITH: 

Statement  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gejieral  Land  Offiec. 

A,  B.  Letter  from  the  Commissioner  and  ansnvr  of  the  secretary  of  ftafe  of  Tennessee . .       31,  32 

Communicating-  the  final  report  of  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  district  of  East 

Florida  on  private  claims  under  the  act  of  May  23,  I82S 55-121 

Sliowing  the  quantity  sold  and  amount  of  money  received  in  each  of  the  States  and 

Territories  during  the  years  1828-29 — 

POcuMKNTS  wrrH: 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4.  Tabular  statements  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office.  .  151-159 
Relative  to  certain  lands  sold  in  Florida  as  vacant  lands  and  purchased  Ly  laud  officers. .  178 
Eelating  to  settlements  on  the  public  lands — 

DOCUMENTS  wmi: 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  with  j^cpo's'  marked 

A,  B,  C,  D,  on  the  sithject  of  the  bill  to  grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers 186-188 

Statement  of  lands  appropriated  by  Congress  to  the  several  States  for  specific  objects, 

showing  the  proceeds  of  the  three  per  cent,  fund  to  the  year  1828 189,  190 

Showing  the  operations  of  the  land  system  and  the  number  of  military  bounty  land 
warrants  issued  during  the  last  year — 

pocuMEXTs  with: 

Eepiort  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

A.  Uxhibit  of  the  periods  to  ivhich  tlte  returns  of  the  registers  ami  receivers  have  been 

rendered. 

B.  Exhibit  in  relation  to  the  public  lands  to  June  30,  1830. 

C.  Statement  of  the  amount  of  foifeited  land  stock  and  amount  received  in  payment  under 

acts  of  May  23,  1828,  and  March  31,  1830. 

D.  Statement  of  the  quantity  sold  at  each  of  the  offices  from  July  1,  1S20,  to  December  31, 

1829. 

E.  Estimate  of  the  private  claims  confirmed  by  the  lairs  of  the  United  States. 

F.  Statement  in  relation  to  the  indexing  of  the  private  claims. 

Eeport  from  the  bounty  land  office  for  the  year  ending  September  30.  1830,  for  services 

rendered  during  the  revolutionary  war. 
Abstract  of  the  number  of  warrants  issued  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1830.  .      191-201 
Statement  of  the   quantitv  sold,   rate   per  acre,   and   amount   received  from  sales  in 

1829-30 ". 219 

Relative  to  the  three  per  cent,  fund  from  sales  for  the  constructii->n  of  roads  and  canals  in 

certain  States 224 

Relative  to  sales  at  the  Crawfordsville  office,  in  Indiana,  fir  a  road  from  Lake  Michig-an 

to  the  Ohio  river 204,  265,  266 

Transmitting  report  from  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  of  lands  and  other  property 

which  have  been  assessed,  set  oif,  or  conveyed  to  the  United  States  for  payment  of 

debts,  their  appraised  and  present  estimated  value,  &c 218-288 

Transmitting  copy  of  correspondence  relative  to  the  sales  at  New  Orleans  in  November, 

1830,  and  copy  of  the  record  of  sales —  ' 

DOCUMENTS  WITH: 

Copnj  of  letters  of  Lion.  E.  D.  Wldte;  of  principal  deputy  .''vrveyor;  tabular  returns  from 

office  of  Commissioner  of  Genei-al  Land  Office ." .".      290-294 

Relative  to  a  map  of  the  surveyed  and  unsurveyed  lands 308 

Relative  to  instructions  of  the  proof  in  support  of  donation  claims  in  Arkansas — 

POCniEXTS  WITH: 

Letters  from    Commissioner  of  General  Land  Office;  register  and  receiver  at  Batesville, 

Artan.'-as   Territory : 358-360 

Relative  to  amount  of  discounts  allowed  uu  balances  due  by  purchasers  in  several  States       394 

Receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  land  offices  for  the  ycar'lbi31 410 

Copy  of  report  of  register  and  receiver  of  St.  Stephen's  district,  in  Alabama 430 

Statements  of  quantity  unsold;  quantity  granted  for  internal  improvements,  education, 

&c.;  amount  paid  for  title;  esiienses  incurred;  and  amount  received  for  land  sold,  448-451 

Relative  to  military  and  forfeited  land  scrip 473,  489 

Statement  of  quantity  sdd,  and  receipts  therefrom  to  the  close  of  tlie  year  1831— 

POCUMEXTS  WITH: 

Sales  in_  the  several  States;  .yxcial  sales  prior  to  organization  of  land  offices,  amount  of 

foifeited  land  stocl'and  military  scrip;  amount  of  Mississippi  land  .-ito'cb  surrendered,  48'! -489 
Relative  to  deducting  certain  expenditures  in  calculating  the  net  proceeds  of  sales 509 
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Treasury,  Bcpaytiiwnt  of  the. — CoriiimiTiicatidiis  friiin  the  Senvtary — 
Ktlativo  to  the  survey  and  sale  ul'  the  public  lauds — 

iioiiMKNT.s  with: 

A.  Aivroijc  cuniiiini  apprapriali'd  antl  crjiciKlftl. 

B.  (JuanlUij  o[/'crcd  fur  .^ulc. 

C.  Aggregate  ipiantity  remaiiiinij  tuisulil  and  stiliji'r/  to  prirate  cn/n/ (;0:2-ii04 

Statement  of  the  amount  of  expenditures  on  account  of  lands  in  the  last  three  years.  .  .        007 

Relative  to  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal 1 05S 

Amounts   sold,   and   net   proceetls;  surveyed  and  unsold  laiuls;   t;-rante(l  to  States  and 

Territories,  and  ^'ranted  in  bounties,  donations,  and  schools tifii-CilU 

Kelative  to  claims  in  the  southeastern  district  of  L(juisiana — 

riiicuMKXio  with: 

Communications   from   Comuiissioner  of  General   Ijaml  Odii'o;   reports  of  register  and 

receiver  at  New  Orleans ^.  .  .    . .      (i(l.j-1  OIJ 

Kelative  to  a  connexion  (_>f  the  surveys  with  the  line  of  demarcatinu  between  Indiana 
and  Illinois — 

iioecMEXTS  wrrn: 

A.  Report  from  C'oinmi.^sioncr  of  Fublic  Lauds. 

B.  Extract  from  a  letter  from  tlie  surveyor  general  of  Ohio,  £-c 1)I3-0L5 

Kelative  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  provision  for  the  satisfaction  of  revolutionai-y  bounty 

land  warrants — 

Docr.MEXTs  wrrn: 

L  Report  from  Commissioner  of  General  Land  Office. 
2.  Letter  from  register  of  Virginia  land  office. 

8.  Letter  from  agent  of  Virginia 01 0,  91 T 

Statement  of  suspended  patents  fur  land  sold  in  Arkansas — 

iiocuMEXTs  with: 

Communications  tf  Commis-'<ioner  of  General  Ijond  office. 

A.  Statement  for  Little  Rock  district. 

B.  Statement  for  BatesrUle  district 'J44-948 

Keport  of  register  and  receiver  of  St.  Stephen's  district,  Alabama 958 

Treaties,  leith  Lndians. — (See  Indians.) 

Payments  on  account  of  Louisiana  and  Florida 449 

Tuscumbia,  in  Alabama. — For  grant  of  land  to  academies  in 903 

u. 

Unconfirmed prieate  land  claims — (See  3Iissouri — Lands.) 
United  States. — (See  States.) 

United  States  Bank: — Adverse  to  the  rechartcr  of  the (i:'i4 

Universiiies. — (See  Schools.) 

V. 

Vandalia  land  disti^ict,  in  Illinois. — Relative  to ClI 

Valueless  lands. —  (See  Lands.) 

Vermont. — Statistical  details  relative  to  her  interests  in  the  proceeds  of  sales 44S-4.')1 

Resolution  of  assembly  and  council  for  a  division  of  the  proceeds  of  sales  among  the 

several  States G04 

Vine  and  olive. — Memorial  of  the  Tombeckbec  Association  for  the  cultivation  of  the 19 

Application  by  citizens  of  Alabama,  and  report  from  Conmiittec  on  Private  Land  Claims 
(11.  R.)  for  pre-emption  to  lands  granted  for  the  encouragement  of  the  cultivation 

of  the 37-2 

]'irginia. — Appraised  and  estimated  value  of  property  conveyed  to  the  United  States  in  ]iayment  of 

debts,  &c.,  in " .' ." 2SS 

Report  from  Committee  on  Public  Lands  relative  to  issuing  scrip  for  unlocated  warrants 
granted  by  the  State  to  her  revolutionary  officers  and  soldiers — 

documexts  with  :  , 

Statements  from  the  land  office  cf  tlie  quantity  granted  liy  Virginia  ;  quantity  located  in  Ken- 
tucky and  Ohio;  value  of  vacant  lands,  <lv.,  etc.;  quantity  of  unsatisfied  mdstanding 

n-arrants,  d-c.;  letter  from  J.  B.  Mason 3(1.5,  3(17 

Documents  relating  to  scrip  issued  to  satisfy  Virginia  militarj'  warrants 397-401 

Statistical  details  relative  to  her  interests  in  the  proceeds  of  sales 448,  451 

Statement  of  amounts  granted  and  money  \yav\  in  satisfaction  of  Virginia  land  claims.  .        409 

Relative  to  provision  to  satisfy  revolutionary  bounty  land  warrants 916 

Virginia  ndlitary  bounty  lands. — (See  Bounty  iMnds — Lands — Virginia.) 
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Wahash  and  Erie  canal.-nd.tWe  to , 383,658,920,952 

Waha^h  river.— For  a  grant  for  a  road  from  Chicago  to  the dui 

Waha,<h  and  While  rivers.—For  a  donation  for  a  canal  to  connect  the dJ5 

Ward,  G.  W. — Relative  to  surveys  in  Florida 5-8 

^\'ar  Z)p/^aW»ie»/.— Communications  from  the  Secretary — 

Relative  to  the  title  to  tlie  Pea  Patcli  island,  in  the  Delaware,  and  value  of  the  property— 

DOCUMENTS    WITH  : 

Statements  of  Ifessis.  Rodney  £■  Reed;  ojnnions  of  district  attorneys  and  Attorney  Oeneral; 

letter  from  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasunj 432-441 

Reports  from  the  bounty  land  office  for  1829-'30-'31-'32-'33 1,  191,  310,  511,  615 

Relative  to  revolutionary  officers  entitled  to  military  bounty  lands 576 

Washington,  Henry.— Fox  appointment  of  deputy  surveyor 528 

Western  domain.— Pay manis  for  the  management  and  sale  of  the 449,  461 

White  and  Arkansas  rivers.— For  indemnity  for  improvements  on 389 

White,  E.  D.,  Hon.— Co])y  of  letters  relative  to  sales  at  New  Orleans,  in  November,  1830 291,  292 

117)*:','  JosejA  J/.,  /ZoH.— Compendium  of  the  history  of  royal  law  of  Spain,  translated  by 928 

White,  Neale  &  Stratton.— Their  claim  for  laying  out  a  road  in  Michigan 393 

Widows  and  orphans  of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  ivar  o/'  1812-15. — For  donations  to 968 

Williams,  John  R.—Wis  letter  with  regard  to  the  plan  of  Detroit 276,  217 

Wing,  Hon.  Mr.,  delegate  from  Michigan.— Eis  testimony  relative  to  a  new  district  in  Michigan  .  .  .       464 


Yazoo  c/aim.s.— Relative  to  the 381,  382,  449,  467 
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Abbott,  Robert,  and  other   heirs   of  James 
Abbott.     Favorable  report  on  the  claim 

of 065 

Acosta,  Antonio 93,  100 

Acosta,  Domingo  F 59 

Acosta,  Manuel 050 

Acosta,  Margaret 120,  059 

Acre,  Samuel 431 

Adanis,  Matthew 947 

Agness,  Arnaidd,  report  on  the  claim  of.  .  .        912 

Aguelar,  Francisco 59 

Aguilar,  Francisca 93,  100 

A'illau,  Joseph 684,  901 

Aimc,  Michel 681,  90T 

Aingle,  Simon,  heirs  of 618,  906 

Alba,  Peter,  favorable  report  on  the  claim 

of 971 

Albrane,  o/io.?  Ilildebrand,  John,  assignee  of      836 

Alexander,  A 398 

Alexander,  J.,  heirs  of 59,  112 

Alexander,  James 945 

Alexandria,  Frankliu  Bank  of 286 

Allard,  Louis 90S 

AUard,  Louis,  heirs  of 687,  908 

Allen,  R.  C 179 

Allen,  Richard   C,   adverse   report   on   the 

petition  of 168 

Allen,  William  II.,  adverse  re])ort  on    the 

claim  of 168 

Allison,  Alexander 757 

Alman,  John,  heirs  of 077,  906 

Almand,  Baptiste  St 293 

Alpuente,  Fran9ois 098,  910 

Alvarez,  Antonio 119,  120 

Alvercz,  Gcromino 59,  1 12 

Anderson,  George 59,  66,  71,  113 

Anderson,  Richard  M 947 

Anderson,  Pobcrt,  heirs  of 59,  73 

Anderson,  Thomas 501 

Anderson,  W.  P.,  and  James  Campbell  ....        283 
Anderton,  John,  John  A.  Barnes,  assignee 

of.     Report  on  the  claim  of 956 

Andre,  Michel,  and  Ilortaire  Andry 907 

Andrew,  Antonio,  heirs  of 85,  91 

Andrew,  John 59,  113 

Andrew,  Robert,  heirs  of 69,  63,  73,  88 

Andrew,  Thomas 59,  74,  89 

Andrews,  Anderson,  heirs  of 59 

Andrews,  James,  Wyatt  Singleton  and.    Fa- 
vorable report  on  the  claim  of 352 

Andrews,  Nelson,  el  al 374 

Andrews,  Robert,  heirs  of 692 

Andry,  Manuel 700 

Andry,  Michel  and  Hortaire 684,  907 

Antoiue,  Francois,  Phillippon,  and  Jean.  .  .        904 
Arcenaux,  Nicholas 697,  909 
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Armas,  C.  and  M.  do 501 

Armous,  Rene,  and  Constant  Viel 672 

Armstrong  &  Sevier il46 

Arnau,  Clara 59,  1 13 

Arnau,  Estevan 59,  72,  88 

Arnau,  Stephen 59,  1 13 

Arnaud,  Louis 8,  45 

Arnault,  Pierre  and  Gervais 904 

Arndt,  John  P.,  and  others.     Report  on  the 

claim  of 790 

Arnold,  Jacob 281 

Arnold,  John 281 

Arnold,  Joseph  C 281 

Arnold,  Robert 282 

Arnold,  William  II 137 

Arnoul,  Camille 909 

Arnoul,  Camille,  wife  of  George  A.  Wagga- 

man 696 

Arnoult,  Pierre  Gervais 009 

Arnous,  Rene,  and  Constant  Viel 672,  904 

Arrcdondo  claim 535,  536 

Arredondo,  F.  M 59,  94,  95,  96,  97,  100 

Arredondo,  F.  M.,  jr 59,  1 1 2 

Arredondo,  F.  M.,  &  Son 59,  94,  98 

Arredondo,  J .  M 59,  94,  100 

Ashley,  Chester „ 945 

Ashton,  Joliii 59,  104.  106 

Assumption,  Church  of 082,  907 

Atkinson,  Andrew 85,  91 

Atkinson,  George 59,  93,  100,  119,  120 

Attaches,  Gregoirc,  el  al.    Adverse  report  on 

the  claim  of 171 

Aubert,  Jean 8 

Aubert,  Juan 8,45 

Audry,  Gilbert 501 

Audry,  Ilortaire,  Michel  Andre  and 907 

Audry,  Manuel 910 

Aur}',  Angelique,  a  free  woman  of  color.    075,  905 

Avart,  Francois  Iv.ibert 907 

Avart,  Francis  and  Robert 080 

Avery,  Francis  J 59,  93,  1 00 

Aylett,  William 39.s 

B. 

Babillian,  Nicholas 845 

Babin,  Beloin 695,  909 

Babin,  Jacques 697,  909 

Babin,  Marie (i98,  909 

Babin,  Pierre,  and  Ilenry  Bonamy 676,  905 

Bacanne,  Philip 773,  774 

Bacchus,  Ilonori',  a  free  negro 694,  909 

Bacchus,  Mary,  a  free  negro 694,  909 

Backhouse,  Thomas 59,  72,  84,  88,  91 

Badaux,  Antoine,  heirs  of 908 

Badaux,  Antoine,  widow  of 688 

Badaux.  Antoine,  jr 688 
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Badaux,  Evariste 6S8,  908 

Bailjctt,  Xuah  II.,  and  Julin  McLain 945 

Baiily,  Bonaveutnrc I'><'0,  9^ 

Baillv,  Ventura,  widow  of 01)9 

BakJr.  Tlioiuas '•■^'5 

Ballard,  Sarah f'9 

Bamker,  Jonatlian &-t<J 

Bank  of  Edwardsville,  Indiana 284 

Bank  of  Pennsylvania.  _  The  Uuioi\ 282 

Bank  of  Vincennes,  Indiana 284 

Baptiste,  Bartheleniy 696,  909 

Baijtiste,  Francois  Bartheleniy 673 

Bajitiste,  Jean,  and  others.     Eeport  on  the 

claims  of 648 

Bara,  J.  B.,  widow  of 672 

Barbier,  Joseph 6o0 

Barbour,  James 398 

Barden.WiUiaui _.      59,  73,  88 

]5arker,  Josiah,  favorable  report  on  claim  of.        415 
Barnes,  John  A.,  assig-nee  of  John  Andertun. 

I-teport  on  the  claim  of 956 

Barnevellon,   Pierre,  and  others.     Adverse 

report  on  the  claim  of 171 

Barney,  Wheatoii  J 293 

Barnwell,  W.,  William  H.  Robertson  and. .        284 
Baron,  Marguerite,  widow  of  Jean  Pierre  Le- 

doux.     Favorable  report  on  the  claim  of       646 
Barre,  Fran9ois  Pascalis  Lacestiere  de  La.  695,  909 

Barran,  Pierre  Dulcide,  wife  of 086 

Barre,  Jean  Baptiste  Volant  La 095,  909 

Barre,  Lecestiere  Volant  La 695,  909 

Barre,  Volant  La 909 

Barrilland,  Francois,  jr 650 

Barrio,  Joseph 697,  098,  909 

Barrois,  Jean,  widow  of 670 

Barsaloux,  Nicholas 814,  815 

Bartheleniy  &  Brothers,  Fran9ois 905 

Bartlett,  Jonathan 297 

Bass,  Job,  favorable  report  on  the  claim  of      662 

Bassa,  Jolin,  assignee  of 736 

Battle,  William 279 

Battlelongue,  Viucente 546 

Batre,  A.,  et  al 374 

Bandoin,  Sylvanus  and  Honore 688 

Bay,  Elihu  Hall,  adverse  report  on  the  claim 

of 573 

Baya,  Joseph 59,  67,71 

Bayon,  Leander 8,  45 

Bean,  Juste  L 907 

Bean,  Kobert,  assignee  of 947 

Beane,  Valentine 45 

Beard,  Hugh,  favorable  report  on  the  claim 

of 353 

Beardon,  Ab.,  and  wife 59,  118 

Beasnie,  George 59,  113 

Beau,  Juste  Le 683 

Beau,  Valentine 45 

Beaulicu,  Jean  Louis 670,  905 

Beaulieu,   Marie  Joseph,   a  free  woman  of 

color 676,  905 

Beauvais,  St.  Gemme 763 

Beeler,  Charles 545 

Bequette,  J 506 

Bell,  J.  0.  H.  W.,  ctal 374 

Bell,  Jesse,  for  indemnity  for  defect  in   the 
title  to  land   derived  from  the   United 

States.     Report  on  the  claim  of 418 

Bellamy,  Abraham 59,  103,  106 

Bellamy,  John 59,  79,  90,  104,  106 

Bellanger,  Guillaume 700,  910 

Belsom,  Andre,  widow  of 690 

Bennett,  Kennan,  el  al 374 

Bennett,  Samuel  Britton 673,  679,  905 

Bentiey,  Ely 946 

Bentley,  George 946 

Bequet,  Baptiste,  and  others 764,  765 

Bequet,  Joseph,  (Old  Mine  concession,).  . .        728 

Bergeron,  Edward    689 

Bermudez,  Joachim 668   904 
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Bernoudrv,  Louis 079,  907 

Berresford,  John 59,  121 

Berresford,  William 59,  121 

Berrian,  George  Washington,  for  permission 
to  make  a  new  location  of  a  military 
bounty  land  warrant.     Adverse  report 

on  the  application  of 54 

Berthiaume,  Frun9ois 845,  846 

Besb(_)ro',  the  Earl  of 121 

Besford,  the  Earl  of 59 

Bethune,  Faniuahar 59,  91,  98,  112 

Bethune  &  Sibbald "59,  84,  1 12 

Bever,  John,  adverse  report  on  the  claim  of       270 

Beylle,  Jh.,  et  al 374 

Bienvenu,  Alix,  widow  of  Bartholomew  Du- 

verge 700,  910 

Billis,  Thomas 501 

Billis,  John,  favorable  report  on  the  claim  of      402 
Bird,  G.   A.,   legal   representative   of  Gab. 

Nicolle 850 

Bishop,  John 868,  809 

Hissonet,  Louis,  assignee  of 885,  880 

Black,  Joseph,  and  Bernard  Leonard.  Favor- 
able report  on  the  claim  of 329 

Black,  McDowell  & 01,  117,  121 

Blackwell.  John  II 948 

Blanc,  Desire  de 907 

Blanc,  Terrence  Le,  favorable  report  on  the 

claim  of 044 

Blanchard,  Etienne 070,  905 

Blanchard,  Joseph 07 1,  904 

Blanchard,  Thomasin 092,  904 

Blanco,  Manuel 506,  729 

Blank,  Desire  Le 683,  907 

Blay, ,  (Gld  Mine  concession,)  ....        728 

Bla'y,  Joseph 506 

Blodget,  Rebecca,  claiming  the  right  of  dow- 
er in  lands  belonging  to  the  United 
States  in  Washington  city.     Favorable 

report  on  the  petition  of 471,  472 

Bloodgood,  A 281 

Bloom,  Peter,  and  others 900 

Boilvin,  Nicholas 506,  729 

Bois,  Marie  Nicolle  Les 779 

Boisblanc,  Beausejour 686 

Boisse,  Jacob 506,  728,  729 

Bonamy,  Henry,  and  Pierre  Babin 676,  905 

Bond,  Robert,  el  al.    Favorable  report  on  the 

claim  of 339 

Bonuabel,  Antonio,  favorable  report  on  the 

claim  of  Bernard  Marigny,  assignee  of       306 

Bookta,  Eliza   501 

Bookter,  Alexander 501 

Boothe,  Harrison 757 

Boothe,  James 757 

Bordalon,  Jeno 8 

]5ordalon,  Zeno 45 

Borell,  Eugene,  favorable  report  on  the  claim 

of 146 

Borne,  Mathias 658,  908 

Bosque,  Agenor 078,  900 

Bossie,  Justin,  president,  &c 293 

Bossie,  J.  &  M 293 

Bossier,  Jacques 8,  45 

Boudoin,  Sylvain 293,  908 

Boudraux,  Anne,  widow  of  John  Boudraux,  080,  908 
Boudrean,   J.   C,   favorable   report  on   the 

claim  of 415 

Boudreau,  Paul  Marie 685,  907 

Bouligny,  Louis 680,  907 

Bourgeat,  Zenon 674,  905 

Bourgeois,  Louis  L 082,  907 

Bourgeois,  Remy 091,  908 

Bouvet,  Mathurin 830,  831,  832,  833 

Bouvier,  Uortaire 093,  909 

Bovan,  Brazil  A 946 

Bowden,  Thomas 59,  1 05,  106 

"  Bowie  "  claim  in  Arkansas 4,  7 

Boyd,  Alex.,  favorable  report  on  the  claim  of         34 
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Boyvv,  Cliarlos fiDG 

Boycr,  Joseph,  (Old  Mine  concession,) .  728,  Tl'O 
Boj-er,  Louis,  (Olil  Mine  ccmcossion,) .  .      128,  72Vi 

Buyer,  Piorre OlHi 

Boyoi-,  PiiTi-o  Btc,  (01(1  Mine  courossion,)  728,  72'J 
Bozo,  Charles,  (Old  Mine  concession,).  728,  72'J 
Bradford,  James,   favorable    report    on   the 

claim  of 1()1,  374 

Bradley,  Edward 8."i7,  858 

Brady,  Thomas 285 

Brahan,  General  J 2s4 

Branch,  Enphcniia  La (i.S7 

Branch,  Euphraiine  La 908 

Branch,  Louis  La 8,  45 

Branche,  Michel  Lucien  La 090,  9(19 

Branchc,  Siniilieu  La 699 

Branan,  J.  AV. — (See  </.  TP.  Ilraiuiin.) 

Branham,  Danville 945 

Brannin,  J.  AV^.,  (•/  a!.     Fav(.irable  report  on 

the  claim  of 184,  409 

Brashears,  Ann,  favcjrable    report    on    the 

claim  of 122 

Braster,  James 546 

Brazeau,  Joseph,  legal  representatives  of.  840,  841 
Brazeaii,  Jose|ih,  assignee    of  Benito  Vas- 

quez 794 

Brazil,  Valentine 945 

Brcan,  Constant,  report  on  the  claim  of.  . .  .        290 

Brearlj',  Pearson 947 

Brennan,  James 501 

Breton,  Noel  Barthelemy  Le 673,  905 

Brenl,  Ant.  De 326,  327 

Bridges,  John,   John    Wells,   and    AVilliam 

Jarrctt 947 

Briggs,  Cyrus 59,  67,  71 

Brockington,  Daniel 59,  118 

Brodoway,  Delia 59,  74,  88 

Brodraux,  John  Alexis  and  Joseph 908 

Brosnahan,  John 545 

Brown,  Amos  W.,  favorable  report  on  the 

claim  of 368 

Brown,  Clarke  & 59,  64,  70,  119,  120 

Brown,  John  F 59,  109,  110 

Brown,  John  G 279 

Brown,  William,  wife  of. 687 

Bruce,  Joseph 59,  113 

Bruneau,  Augustine,  and  others 699 

Buckley,  Jeremiah,  heirs  of,  for  indemnity 

for  land  occupied  by  the  United  States 

as  a  garrison.    Favorable  report  on  the 

clainj  of. 166 

Buhler,  John,  favorable  report  on  the  claim 

of 144 

Bullitt,  lit'njamin,  favorable  report  on  the 

claim  (if. 329 

Bulow,  C.  B.,  heirs  of 59,  1 12 

Bunch,  Elizabeth 59,  69,  7 1 

Bunch,  John 59,  62 

Bunnam,  Joseph 59,  1 13 

Buras,  Pierre  Jean  Pierre 691,  908 

Burat,  Jean   Pierre 691,  908 

Burbridge,  Joseph 757 

P)Urch,  John 70 

Burgant,  Martin 45 

Burgavt,  Martin 8 

Burgeron,  Edward 908 

]>urgevin,  Andrew 59,  98,101 

Burgo,  Pedro  Peso  de 59,  67,  86,  91 

Burgois,  Michael  La 8,  45 

Burney,  James 59,  1 04,  106 

Burns,    Arthur,    jr.,    assignee   of    Edmund 

Chandler 896 

Burris,  William,  adverse  report  on  the  claim 

of 148 

Burthe,  T.  S 326,  327 

Bush,  Pieuben 693 

Bust,  Reuben 909 

Butcher,  Sebastian,  ajid  others 900 

Butler,  Allen 8,  45 


Buyck,  August  in 59,  80,  .SI,  90 

Buvek  &  liupont 59,  81,  90 


Cabanni',  J.  P.,  assignee  of  Pierre  Fr.  Devol- 

siy " 802 

Cagnol'ati,  Pierre 692,  908 

Cadhiu^  Frani;ois 746,  747 

(Iain,  William 59,  79,  90 

Caldez,  J 59 

Caldez,  M.  J 59,  1 07,  109 

Call,  P.  K.,  ('/«/ 179 

Campbell,  Ann 59,  1 13 

Campbell,  James 948 

Cam|ibell,  James,  W.  P.  Anderson  and.  .  .  .        283 

Campbell,  John,  heirs  of 954 

Cannon,  Joseph 8,  45 

Cantrelle,  Jean  Baptiste 685,  907 

Cantrelle,  Lise 685,  907 

Cantrelle,  Michel  Bernard 681,  907 

Capella,  Lorenzo '.....      59,  113 

Carboncaux,  Amable,  el  al.     Adverse  report 

on  the  claims  of 170 

Carboneaux,  Pieriche,  el  aJ.    Adverse  report 

on  the  claims  of 170 

Carel,  Charles (i6S 

Card,  Marie  Joseph 904 

Carentiu,  Joseph  and  Benjamin 690,  90S 

Caret,    Marie    Joseph,    widow    of   Ventura 

Bailly 669 

Carl,  Jonathan 947 

Carlisle,  Jesse 59,  121 

Carman,  Claire  R 500 

Carnahan,   Samuel 946 

Carnochan  and  Mitchell 59 

Carr,  John 59,  102,  103 

Carrachan  and  Mitchell 113 

Carrera,  Milan  de  la 545 

Carroll,  Joseph 757 

Carter,  Parish,  favorable  report  on  claim  of.       917 

Carter,  John  M 59,  118 

Caruthers,  John 946 

Caruthcrs,  Samuel 946,  947 

Cashen,  James,  heirs  of 59,  112 

Cashen,  Susan 59 

Cashen,  Susanna 79,  90 

Cassagual,  Arthemise 904 

Cassagual,  Arthemise  and  Maria 670 

Cassas,  Eulogia  de 501 

Cassilis,  The  Earl  of 59,  121 

Castanedo,  Joseph,  widow  of 701 

Castelin,  John 668,  904 

Castenado,  widow , 910 

Catholics  of  Feliciana 501 

Catholic  Church 545 

Catholic  (Church  of  St.  Mary 698 

Catholic  Church  of  Point  Coupee 701 

Catholic  Church  of  St.  John  the  Baptist.  ...        701 
Caulfield,  James,  for  the  confirmation  of  tlie 
sale  of  an  Indian  reservation.     Report 

on  the  application  of 222,  397 

Caultield,  James,  claiming  land  in  Alabama. 

Report  on  the  petition  of 978 

Caulk,  Richard 724,  725 

Caulk,  Thomas 890,  891 

Cuulon,  Pierre 907 

Cavalier,  Joseph 682,  907 

Cavaliero,  Joseph 688,  90S 

Cavedo,  John 59 

Cavedo,  John  A 67,71 

Cerre,  Gabriel,  legal  representatives  of .  .  .  .        715 

716,  717,  793,  803,875 
Cerre,  Gabriel,  devisee  of  Pascarl  L.  Cerre.  .        716 

Cerre,  Pascal  Leon 716,  717 

Cerre,    Toussaiut,    Auguste    Chouteau,    as- 
signee of 737 

Cerrey,  ■ ,  for  final    settlement  of  land 

claims  in  Missouri.    Petition  of. .. .      326,327 
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Chaircs,  Benjamin 59,  07,  G9,  70,  71 

Chaise,  Philip  Aug-ustus  de  la 909 

Challenge.— ( See  Conaleskee. ) 

Chanipacne,  Elie 702,  911 

Champag-ne,   Paul 090,908 

Chanipag-ne,  Paul  jr ■_        688 

Chanipa.gne,  Tiielcsphonc 701,  911 

Ciiandlei-,  Edmund,  assignee  of S96 

Charles,  P.,  (Old  Mine  concession) _.        728 

Charles,  Keuben 69,  1 02,  103 

Charlet,  Pierre 680,907 

Chaudron,  Simon,  cl  a! 374 

Chevalier,  Victor 669,  904 

Chew  and  Pelf,  ex'rs  of  D.  Clark oOl 

Chiapella,  Celcstin,  favorable  report  on  the 

claim   of 3-0 

Chinn,  Thomas  W 681 ,  907 

Chipman,  Henry,  and  William  Woodhridge. 

Report  ou  the  claim  of 958 

Chouteau,  Auguste,  and  others,  for  land  in 
Missouri.     Decision     adverse    to    the 

claims  of? 228 

Chouteau,  Auguste,  assignee  of  T.  Cerre. .  .        737 
Chouteau,  Auguste,  heirs  of  738,  886,  887,  893,  894 
Chouteau,  Auguste  R.,  Gabriel  S.  and  P.,  for 
final  settlement  of  land  claims  in  Mis- 
souri.   Petition  of 326,  327 

Chonteau,     Peter,     assignee     of     Francis 

Tayon 813,816 

Chouteau,  Peter,  sr 750,  751,  838,  839 

Christopher,  administrator  of 59 

Christopher,  Spiccr 59,  118,  371 

Christopher,  William  G.,  legal  representa- 
tives of 65,  70,  371 

Church 910,911 

Church  of  Assumption 682,  907 

Church,  Catholic 545 

Church  of  Point  Coupee,  Catholic 701 

Church  of  St.  Mary's 909 

Church  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  Catholic.  .  .        701 

Cire,   Pierre 700,  910 

Clamorgan,  Jacque,  assignee 820,  836 

Clark,  D.,  Chew  and  Relf,  executors  of . .  . .        501 

Clark,  George 70 

Clark,  James 501 

Clark,  John,  Allen  M.  Oakley  and 40 

Clark,  John,  and  Chester  Ashley 945 

Clark,   Samuel  W.   D.,   adverse    report   on 

the  claim  of 16 

Clarke,  Charles  M 59 

Clarke,  Charles  W 59,  116,  117 

Clarke,  Charles  and  George 59,  114,  115 

Clarke  and  Brown 59,  64,  70,  119,  120 

Clarke,  Daniel 59,  116 

Clarke,  George 59,  65 

Clarke,  GeorgeJ.  F. .    59,  66,  70,  114,  115,  116,  117 

Clarke,  Ilonorio 115 

Clarke,  James 59,  114,  115,  116 

Clarke,  McDowell  and 1 14,  1 15 

Clarke,  Tliomas 59,  1 16 

Clary,  Uricd 945 

Clause,  Pierre,  widow  and  heirs  of 692,  908 

Clift,  Calvin 945 

Clift,   Joseph 945 

Clinch,  Dama.scns  L 59,  114,  115,  117 

Clinch  and  Mcintosh 59,  114,  115,  117 

Clontier,  Satheu 8 

Clonticr,  Sosthcnc 45 

('losoau,  Louis  and    Gilbert,  and    Antoine 
Proudhonime.     Favorable  report  on  the 

claim  of 18 

Cochran,  John  L 946 

Cochran,    Robert,    adverse    report    on    the 

claim  of 518 

Cocke,  John,  cl  al 374 

Cocke,  Pleasant  Branch 673,  905 

Cockerille,  Wm.  S.,  favorable  report  on  the 

claim  of (348 


TagR. 

Coctlogon,   Charles  E.,    adverse   report  on 

the  claim  of 156 

Cohm,  Charles.— (See  Charles  Comb.) 

Coiron,  Jean  Joseph,  wife  of 692 

Cole,  David,  legal  representatives  of.  . .  .      734,  735 
Coleman,  Fran(;ois,  legal  representatives  of..      776 

Collier,  Thomas,  widow  of 74,  88 

Colligan,  John 867,  868 

Collins,  Jacob 899 

Collins,  Thcophilis,  heirs  and  legal  repre- 
sentatives of.    Adverse  report   on  the 

claim  of 250 

Collins,  Widow 59 

Collins,  William 137,138 

Collins,  William  S 945 

Colh)n,  Margaret 500 

Colman,  B 506 

Colman,  Bernard,  (Old  Mine  concession)     728,729 

Colman,  Veuve 506 

Cohnan,  Widow,  (Old  Mine  concession)      728,  729 

Colville,  Lavinia 946 

Coma,  Widow 501 

Comb,  Charles 139 

Cominagere,  Louis,  wife  of 683 

Commagere,  Michel,  wife  of 683 

Compere,  Pierre  S.,  and  others.     Report  on 

the  claims  of 573,  648 

Conaleskee,  ,  et  al.,  for  permission  to 

well  Indian  reservations.     Adverse  re- 
port on  the  application  of 36 

Conand,  J.,  and  H.  F.  Deblieu.x 292 

Conant  &  McCloskey 286 

Cone,  Joseph 59,  73,  88 

Cook,  Margaret 59,  1 13 

Cooley  Ebenezur 48,  674,  905 

Coontz,  John,  and  E.  Hempstead 785 

Cooper,  Adam 59,  107,  109 

Cooper,  John 279 

Cooper,  Sir  William  H 59,  121 

Gopeland,  George 59,  80,  90 

Copp,  Belton  A 59,  98,  100,  121 

Corner,  William 501 

Couhjn,  Pierre 686 

Courtault,  Jacques 671,  904 

Courtois,  Louis,  jr 882 

Cousin,  Bartholomew. . . .      804,  805,  846,  847,  848 

Covin,  Pierre 692,  908 

Cowan,  George  C.  and  others,  for  land  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory.  Adverse  re- 
port on  the  claim  of 361 

Coxo,  Daniel  W.,  relative  to  the  land  claimed 
bj'  the  Marquis  of  Maison  Rouge.  Re- 
port on  the  memorial  of 346 

Craig,  Silas 945 

Craig,  William 68 

Craighead,  James 948 

Cravens,  Josiah,  assignee  of  S.  S.  Hall. .  .  .        947 

Creightoii,  John 59,  75,  89 

('respo,  Emanuel 59,  103 

Crites,  Daniel. — (See  Daniel  Krytz.) 

Crittenden,  R 40 

Croix,  Fran9ois  de  la  Dusnau.  .      677,  696,  906,  909 
Crosby,  Dr.  Eliakim,  favorable  report  on  the 

claim  of 156,  326 

Crosby,  Michael,  heirs  of 59,  120 

Crump,  George 858 

Cruzat,    Antoine,    favorable  report  on  the 

claim  of 360,  643 

Cucullu,  Simon,  sen 668 

Cuculu,  Simon 904 

Culp,  Thomas 946 

Cunnnings,  M 398 

Currino,  Jose 8,  45 

Currj',  Cwsar  I.,  adverse  report  on  the  claim 

of ,       341 

Curtis,  James 59,  69,  71 
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Dag-ues,  Philip  E =)01 

Daigre,   Francis,  and  widow  and  heirs  of 
Pedro  Gucdry.  Favorable  report  on  the 

claims  of 262 

Dailey,  James 02 

Dalespine,  Joseph 92 

Dallis,  Robert 308 

Daniel,  William oO,  105,  106 

D'Aquin,  Thomas,  widow  of 6"! 

Darensbourg-,  Charles  A 203,  702,  Oil 

Darley,  James 50,  80,  90,  100,  1 1 8 

Darling-,  Gamaliel 106 

Darling-,  James 59 

Daubard,  Celeste 685,  907 

Daubard,  Pierre,  widow  of ()85 

David,  John  S.,  and  another 909 

David,  John  S.,  and  Edward  Robin  Delog-ny       603 

Davis,  Abijah 945 

Davis,  Alfred   G.  W 047 

Davis  Lott 046 

Davis,  Mary  Ann 59,  1 13 

Davis,  William  G.,  and  Mary  Ann,  his  wife. 

Adverse  report  on  the  claim  of 555 

Daws,  Mary,  et  al.    Favorable  report  on  tlic 

claim  'of 339 

Dean,   Patrick 50,  63 

Do  Blanc,  Desire 907 

Deblieu.x,  H^  F.,  and  J.  Conaud   .  „ 292 

Deering,   John 279 

De  Gruy,  E.  B.  Dufouchar 668,  670,  004 

De  Gruj',  Jean  Baptiste 675,  606,  905,  909 

D'Hebecourt,    Francois,   widow    and    heirs 

of 686,  908 

Delachaise,  Philip  Aiig-ustus 697 

Delassns,  Charles  Dehault 326,  327, 

744,  745,  754,  755 

Delatte,  Jeanne,  widow  of  J.  B.  Bara 672 

Delawnay,  David     722,723,724 

Dclauriere,  Charles  Fremon,  legal  represen- 
tatives of 770,  771,  869,  870,  876 

Delery,  Francois 680,  907 

Delesphine,  Joseph 59,  100 

Delcspinc,  Joseph 60,  118 

Delhommer,    Aimee,    widow  of  Joseph    Le- 

thiec 700,  910 

Delille,  Louis 871,  873 

Dell,  James 59,  75,  89 

Dell,  Ma.xey 60,  121 

Dell  &  Mcintosh 59 

Delogny,  Edwin  Robin,  and  John  S.  David.        603 

Delogny,  Pierre  Robin 693,  909 

Delognj',   Pedro 501 

Delor,   Pierre 879,  880 

Deluzierre,  Pierre  Delassus 739,  809,  811 

Dement,  John,  favorable  report  on  the  claim 

of 957 

Demctry,  Andria 959 

Demillier,  ,  heirs  of 59 

Demilliere,  A.,  heirs  of 89 

Denenf bourg,  Mrs.  Constance 293 

De  Neufburg,  Philip,  widow  of 702,  911 

Dennistown,  Alexander,   and  William   Hill 

&  Co 691,  908 

Dent,  F 326,  327,  804 

Derbanne,  Joseph,  report  on  the  claim  of.  .        912 

Deseours,  A.  G.,  et  al 374 

Dcslondcs,    Victoire,     a    free    woman      of 

color 694,  909 

Dessales,  Jeanne 686,  008 

Destez,   Louis  Constant 604^  009 

Destrahan,  Louise  Odillo 907 

Destrehan,  Loui.se  Odille,  wife  of  P.  A.  Roste       680 
Detchmendy,  Pacual,  assignee  of  St.  Vraiu       881 

Deve,  Adrien 660,  004 

Deveros,  Julian 45 

Deviel,  Juan  Louis 8,  45 

Dcvolsey,  Pierre  Fran9ois 802 


Dewces,  Andrew,  heirs  (if 50,  118 

Dewees,   Mary 50,  6s,  7 1 

De.xter  &  Grace 59,118 

Dexter,  Horatio  S 118 

Dexter,  J.  Horatio 50,  1 18 

Dickerson,  Obediah,  favorable  report  on  tlie 

claim  of ISO 

Dickerson,  Townsend 047 

Dielle,  Henry   786,  799 

Dieudonne,  Jean  Marie (199,  010 

Diez,  Autoine (iOo,  909 

Dill,  Joseph 59,  63 

Dill,  Philip,  and  John   Mcintosh,  heirs  of.      78,  89 

Dillon,   William 896 

Dilotte,  Jcane,  heirs  of 9114 

Dimillere,  Augustine,  heirs  of 75 

DixoD,    John 59,  102,  103 

Dixon,  Samuel  D 292,  293 

Dodson,  Joshua,   assignee  of  Purnell  How- 
ard          802 

Dohrman,  Arnold   H 127,576,  664 

Domingo,  Dina 69,  113 

Dominguez,  Juan 545 

Donaldson,  William,  representatives  of . . . .        oOO 

Doricourt,  Belisle 910 

Dorimas,  Thomas  P.,  (C.) 59,  1 18 

Doriocourt,  Antonio  Chevalier 668,  904 

Doriocourt,  Azemia,  widow  of  Jacques  Dupuy       600 

Doriocourt,  Belisle 090 

Dorr,  Ebenezur 2s0 

Dorville,  Francois 676,  905 

Dorviu,  Andre 203,  701 

Douet,  Guillaume,  heirs  of 675 

Douglas,    and   others,  Alfred,   James,   and 
Stephen.    Favorable  report  on  the  claim 

of 686 

Douglass,  T 285 

Dousman,  Michael,  and  others.     Report  on 

the  claims  of 970 

Doussan,  Antoine  Joseph 670,  904 

Doussan,  Honore 688,  908 

Dowin,  Andre 911 

Dragon,  widow  and  heirs  of  Pierre 690,  908 

Dragon,  Michael,  heir  of 959 

Drezy,  Andre  and  J.  B,  B 790 

Drisdale,  J.,  and  J.  Rodman 118 

Droiellard,  Andrew 59 

Drouet,  Edmond,  and  Jean  Baptiste     679,  682,  007 

Drouet,  Jean  Baptiste  Terrence 682,  907 

Drouet,  Jean  Louis,  and  others 682 

Drouillard,  Andrew 682 

Drummond,  William 59,  67,  71 

Dry,  William 59^  85^  01 

Drysdale  and  Rodman 59 

Dubanne,  Joseph 18 

Dubois,  Marafate 45 

Dubois,  Marafrete 8 

Dubreuil,   Antoine 756 

Dubroca,  Benjamin 431 

Duburgh,  Juan 8,  45 

Due,  M.  P.  Le 725,  726,  727 

Ducharme,  Paul,  report  on  the  claim  of .  .  . .        413 
Diichoguet,   Francis,  legal  representatives 

of.     Favorable  reiiort  on  the  claim  of.  .        953 
Duckworth,  Daniel,  and  Michael  Shaver.  ...        947 
Duclos,     Alexandre,      (Old    Mine     conces- 
sion)   • 728,  729,  730 

Ducros,  xVutonio  Marcelin 910 

Ducros,  Antonio  Marcelin,  andC.  Lacoste.  .        700 

Ducros,  Julian s 

Dufau,  Charles  Borromce 082,  907 

Dufilho,  Louis,  widow  of 699 

Dufossat,  Joseph  Soniat,  favorable  rejiort  on 

the  claim  of 323 

Dufossat,  Pierre  Soniat 686,  908 

Dufossat,  LTrsin  Souiat 686 

Dufreney,  (Jeorge 689,  908 

Dufreney,  Jean 689,  008 

Dufresne,  Joseph,  jr 684 
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Dufrisc,  Joseph 907 

Dii-as,  Clolildc 674,  90o 

D.igas,  Joseph  Nichohis 095,  909 

Du^at,  Jciiii  riorre,  widow  of 078,  906 

Diii^-at,  John,  heirs  of 69.5,  909 

Dukes,  Joseph,  a  Choctaw  Indian.  Favorable 

report  on  the  claim  of ^36 

Dnmmett,  Thomas  H 'i03 

Dumoy,  -Marie  Pierre •      69-1,  909 

Duncan,  Matthew,  assignee  of  J.  R.  G.  de 

Kleg-and I'JS 

Dnplantier,  A 501 

Dupless,  Valde 45 

Dnplessis,  Honore 690,  90S 

Duplessis,  Michel,  a  free  negro 698,  910 

Duplessis,  A'aldre 18,  45 

Duplessis,  Valfroy 691,  908 

Duplessis,  Valfroy,  Martin,  Euphrosine,  Cas- 

imer,  and  Manette 690,  908 

Dupon,  Paul.... 59,80,90,91 

Dupont, ,  lieirs  of 59 

Dupont,  Buyck  and 59,  81,  90 

Dupont,  Gideon "'"'i  "^"^ 

Dupont,  Josiah,  heirs  of •      76,  77,  89 

Dupont,  Paul 86 

Dupre,  Cyprean 45 

Dupre,  Cyprien 8 

Dupuie,  A 501 

Dupuy,  Jacques,  widow  of 699 

Duralde,  Josii 8,  45 

Duralde,  Martin 45,  680,  907 

DuralJo,  Martin 8 

Durant,  Francis 59,  104,  106 

Duverg(5,  Bartholomew 700,  910 

E. 

Eckford,  Henry _  60,  98,  101 

Edgar,  John,  favorable  report  on  the  claim  of        23 

Edge,  John 00,  102,  103 

Edmond,  Jean  L.,  and  J.  B.  Drouet 907 

Edwards,  Charles  Lee,  heir  of  Evan  Ed- 
wards. Favorable  report  on  the  appli- 
cation of 659,  660 

Eglis,  Hyueinthe 788,  789 

Egner,  John  H,,  and  Charles  McArthur. ...  40 

Egner,  Joseph  H 948 

Elanier,  Hardy 60,221 

Elcaro,  S.W.,etal 374 

Ellis,  Radford,  assignee  of  Robert  Bean.  .  .        947 

Ely,  Horace 282 

Emerson,  Nathaniel 293 

Encalada,  .Jacques,  and  others 671 

English,  Thomas 530,  54  3 

Ennis,  Jas.  G.,  et  al.,  heirs  of  Jeremiah  Buck- 
ley.   Favorable  report  on  the  claim  of .  .        166 
Enos,  William  G.,   favorable  report  on  the 

claim  of 652 

Ervin,  James 69,71 

Ervine,  James 60 

Erwin,  Andrew 283 

Erwin,  James 945 

Escallean,  Estoran 45 

Escallian,  Estcvaii 8 

Escophia,  Jacques 8 

Escosslua,  Jacques 45 

Esclava,  Miguel,  heirs  of • 490 

Estevan,  Jean   669,  904 

Estevau,  John 671,  904 

Estcven,  Louis,  el  al.    Adverse  report  on  the 

claim  of 171 

Esther,  free  mulatto  woman 819,  820 

Kstopa,  Pedro 60,  113 

Eubank,  Stephen 86,  91 

Eubanks,  Stephen 00,  118,  121 

Evans,  John 398,  945 

Evans,  Stith,  e/  a/ 374 

Evans,  William 60 

Eviiis,  William 121 


F. 
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Fagot,  Rosmond,  and  Peter  Rapp 681 

Fa-lany,  F.,  executors  of 70 

Falanv,  James 70 

Fallis;'  Albany 60,  74,  88 

Fallis,  Arbena 112 

Fallis,  E.,  (mill  seat) 60,  118 

Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Indiana. .       283 

Farraer,  Francis 60 

Fatio,  Francis  J.,  and  others 60,  121 

Fatio,  Phillis 00,  113 

Fatio,  W.  J.,  and  others 1 19,  120 

Faulk's  heirs 60 

Faulk,  John,  heirs  of 75,  89 

Faures,  John  Emile 673,  905 

Favre,  Barthelemy 090,  909 

Fazende,  Edmond  and  Fran9ois 679 

Fazende,  Gabriel  M.,  and  L.  P.  Montault.    .        678 

Felany,  F 60,  63 

Felany,  James 60,  63 

Feliciana,  Catholics  of 501 

Ferebee,  George  W 946 

Ferguson,  William  D 40 

Fernandez,  Domingo 60,  98,  101,  118 

Fernandez,  Jose 113 

Fernandez,  Sebastian 686 

Ferreira,  Francis 120 

Fi.sh,  Clarissa 60,  78,  89 

Fish,  Harriet,  Rebecca,  and  Sampson,  favor- 
able report  on  the  claim  of 656 

Fisher,  Coleman,   favorable   report   on   the 

claim  of 160 

Fisher,  Samuel,  and  John  Jordon.    Favorable 

report  on  the  claim  of 938 

Fisher,   Silas   D.,  favorable  report   on   the 

cImui  of 558 

Fitch,  Thomas,  heirs  of 60,  68,  71,  98,  101 

Fitch's  heirs 60 

Fitzgerald,  Philip,  heirs  of,  Asher  Morgan 

and.   Favorable  report  on  the  claim  of.        605 
Flaujac,  Garrigues,  favorable  report  on  the 

claim  of 371 

Fleming's  heirs 60 

Fleming,  George,  heirs  of 93,  100 

Fletcher,  Joshua 947 

Flood,  James 293 

Flournoy,    Matthews,    and     R.    J.    Ward. 

Favorable  report  on  the  claim  of..  .     150,  344 

Flynn,  George 945 

Follin,  A.S.,etal 374 

Folse,  Alexis 691,  908 

Folso,  Antoine,  widow  of 697 

Folse,  Benjamin 909 

Folse,  Benjamin,  and  the  heirs  of  Marcellin 

Folse 697 

F.ilse,  John  P.  and  son 293 

Folse,  Marcellin,  heirs  of 697 

Fontane,  Pablo 60 

Fontaine,  Pablo  F 86,  91 

Fontenaut,  Marcellin 8 

Fontenaut,  Michel 8,  45 

Fonteuent,  Marcelliau 45 

Forbes,  xVbraham,  favorable  report  on  the 

claim  of 362 

Forbes,  Livingston,  &  Smith 114 

Forbes,  .John  W.,  and  others 288 

Forbes,  John,  &  Co.,  legal  representatives  of, 

490,  500,  529 
Ford,  Nathaniel,  and  others.     Favorable  re- 
port on  the  claim  of 184,  409 

Ford,  Richard 60 

Ford,  Richard  D 104,  106 

Foreman  and  Keller 282 

Forest,  Severin -689,  908 

Forstall,  Felix  Martin 907 

Forstall,  Felix  Martin,  and  Alex.  Gordon..  .  679 
Fortier,  Aimce,  wife  of  Louis  Commagere . .  683 
Fortier,  Edmond 681,  907 
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Furtiei-,  Ludo-er 6T5,  905 

Tosdick,  N.  F 270 

Fossior,  Alplionse,  and  ritliors 09'.) 

Fos'er,  Jamod 501 

Foulks,  Sarali 'U,  70 

Franco,  Andre,  widow  and  lieirs  of 687,  908 

Franklin  Bank  ut'  Alexandria '2S6 

Frazt'ndo,  Edmund  and  Francois 907 

Frazor,  J.,  executor  of, US 

Frederic,  Noel 671,  904 

Frederick,  Jaciues  Adam 692,  908 

Frederick,  Jacques 092,  909 

Friay,  Antonio 65 

Fridg-e,  Alexander,  I'avorable  report  on  the 

claim  of 37 

Fricrson,  R.  P.,  et  al 374 

Frilous,  Louis 293 

Friloux.  Louis  and  L'd-er 690,  908 

Frink,  William \ 60,  118 

Frost,  Isaac 60,  118 

Fruge,  Jean,  report  in  favor  of  the  claim  of.       154 

Fulcher,  Francis,  and  William  Moore 40 

Fulkerson,  William  M 948 

Fusha,  Fraucisco 60,  113 

Gag-nier,  Antoine 816,  817 

Gaines,  Edmund  P.,  and  Uarry  Tuulmin.. .  .        500 

Gallagher,  Jacintha 269 

Gallatin,  A 286 

Galliard,  Theodore,  and  wife,  and  Jane  Mar- 
shall        546 

Gamble,  Archibald,  favorable  report  on  the 

claim  of 342 

Gammons,  James,  a  slave,  for  services  in 
the  late  war.  Report  in  favor  of  allowing 
bounty  land  to  Archibald   Jackson,  the 

owner  of. 269 

Gardipier,  Alexander,  et  al.     Report  on  the 

claim  of 47,  412 

Gardner,  William 60,  105,  106,  501 

Garcia,  Antonio 545 

Garcia,  John,  heirs  of 6,  102,  103 

Garcia,  Manuel 501 

Garcia,  Sebastian 60,  87,  91 

Garvin,  AVilliam 60,  114,  117 

Gaudin,  Jean  Baptiste 695,  909 

Gaudrv,  John  B 60,  82,  120 

Gaudry,  John 90 

Gaultier,   Genevieve   Zelime,  wife  of  J.    J. 

Coirou 692,  909 

Gautier,  Antoine 865 

Gay,  A 60,  98,  100 

Gendre,   Baptiste  Lc,   favorable   report   on 

the  claim  of 37 

Genet,  August 8,  45 

Genuing,  John 60,  1 18 

Genois,  Jean  Baptiste 672,  904 

George,  Julian 60,  107,  109 

Gervais,  Sinclair  D.,  for  remission  of  for- 
feiture for  non-paj-ment  of  purchase 
money.  Favorable  report  on  tlie  appli- 
cation of 417 

Giboney,  Robert 897 

Gibson,  Edward  R 60,  69,  71,  73,  88 

Gibson,  Robert  D 40 

Gibson,  Robert  S 948 

Gibson,  Samuel,  adverse  report  on  claim  of       218 

Gilbert,  Robert 60,  104,  106,  118 

Gill,  Vicente 113 

Gill,  Vicente 60 

Gimbolet,  Miguel 43,  46,  47 

Girod,  John  F.,  favorable  report  on  claim  of       153 

Girod,  Joseph 293,  699,  910 

Girod,  N.,  adverse  report  on  claim  of.  .      161,  332 
Glass,  John,  favorable  report  on  claim   of        50 

Gohert,  Charles 60,  87,  91 

Gohert,  Charlotte 60,  73,  88 


p.igi>. 
Godo,  rien-e,  Edmund  do  la  Ilnsa  and.  ...  43 

(iodova,  J.  M 60 

Golding,  A 2Sl 

Gumej;^  Antonio 60,  107,  109 

(Joniez,  Eusebiu  .Maria 60,  'l-J,  9S,  100 

Gonzalez,  Andrew 60,  107.  109 

Gonzalez,  John 60,  72,  ss 

Goodson,  George,  d  al 374 

Goodwin's  lieir.s '10 

(ioodwin's  heirs,  Francis 67,  71,  78,  90 

Gord,  A.  Va.  do  la 5ol 

Gordon,  Alexander,  and  Felix  M.  Furstull. .        670 
Gordon,   George,    favorable  rejiort  on  the 

claim  of , 429 

Gormlcv,   AVilliani,  Jaciiues  Eiicalada  and 

others 676,  904 

Gotreau,  Raphael 6)84,  907 

Gould,  Elias  B 60,  75,  89,  112,  114,  117 

Govrcau,  Antoine 506,  729 

Graft:  Jacob 282 

Graham,  Andrew 945 

Graham,  Francis  W.,  and  others,  heirs  of 
Wm.  Graham.    Favorable  report  on  the 

claim  of 660 

Crrandpre,  Etienne 670,  904 

Grandpree,  Miss  De 501 

Granger,   Jean    Baptiste,  favorable   report 

on  the  claim  of 943 

Grantland,  Seaton,  administrator  of  Charles 
Williamson._     Favorable  report  on   the 

claim  of 917 

Grass,  Anthony 501 

Gratiot,  Charles,  assignee  of  Mathurin  Bou- 

vet 831,  833 

Gratiot,  Charles,  assignee  of  Lew  Tliiel.  .  .        830 

Gratiot,  Charles,  jr .'.      828,  829,  837 

Gratiot,  Charles,  assignee. .  . .      830,  831,  833,  835 

Gray,  Isaac 947 

Gray,  T.,etal 374 

Green,  Christopher  A.,  and  Robert  Lawsun. 

Report  on  the  claim  of 576 

Green,  John 293 

Green,  Thomas 398 

Gregory,  Arthur,  Selby  Harney,  and  Thomas 

Harney.   Adverse  report  on  the  claim  of      224 

Griffith,  Camillus 287 

Griffith,  Eliza  Ann,  and  Joseph  Walker.  Fa- 
vorable report  on  the  claim  of 217 

Grignon,  Augustus  and  Louis,  and  others. 

Report  on  the  claim  of 970 

Grillette,  Zeno 8 

(jrittielle,  Zeno 43 

Groleau,  Aug-uste 677,  906 

Grosvenor,  the  Earl  of 60,  121 

Gruj',  E.  B.  Dufouchar  De mS,  670,  904 

Grymes,  John  R 293 

Gue.  Frs 113 

Guedray,  F 601 

Guedry,  Hypolite 679,  909 

Gucdry,  Je'au  Baptiste 686,  907 

Guedrjf,  Jean  Pierre 678,  906 

Guedry,  Joseph,  and  others.     Favorable  re- 
port on  the  claim  of 617 

Guedry,  Pedro,  widow  and  heirs  of.    Favor- 
able report  on  the  claim  of 2i')2 

Guenard,  Joseph,  widow  of 668 

Guenard,   Laurent,  widow   and  heirs  of  669,  683. 

904,  907 

Gueno,  Pierre,  widow  of 700,  910 

Guerard,  Laurent,  widow  and  heirs  of 

Guerin,  Auguste  Fran9ois 905 

Guerin,  Auguste  Fran§ois,  and  Jean  Jules       675 

Guerin,  Francois,  and  others 90S 

Guerin,  Francois,  Louis  and  Edward 690 

Guesnon,  Philip 680 

Guesuor,  Philip 907 

Gui,  Francis 60 

Guibert,  Lewis 60,  121 

Guibord,  Jacque 506 
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Guibourd,  J.,  (Old  Mine  concession) 128,  729 

Guiciiard,  Magloire 670,  !t04 

Guidraux,  Eticnne,  sr 689,  908 

Guilliuinu-,  lifirs  of 90.5 

GuiUet,  Aiinue 680,  907 

Guillot,  Josupii 676,  905 

(;ui.,n,IIubeit 326,  327 

Guiubecot,  Miguel 8 

H. 

Haddock,  William CO,  103,  106 

Haddock,  Z.,  hciis  of 60,  105,  106 

Hadley,  Benjamin 546 

Hag-au,  Charles 674 

Hag-ins,  D 60 

Ilagins,  Joseph,  heirs  of 68,  7 1 

Hagins,  heirs  of 60 

Hall,  James 60,  68,  71 

Hall,  John 60,  108,  109 

Hall,  Nathaniel,  heirs  of 60,  75,  89 

Hall,  Samuel  S 945 

Hall,  S.  S.,  Josiah  Cravens,  assignee  of. .  .        947 

Hall,  Thomas   B 282 

Hall.  W.  F 60 

Hall,  Wm.  F 72,88 

Halley,  C.  P.,  and  James  Hunter.     Adverse 

report  on  the  claim  of 647 

Handy,  Selah,  and   sisters,    heirs   of  Feter 

Handy.    Report  on  the  claim  of 955 

Harang,  Louis   693,  909 

Harden,  Joab 946 

Harden,  Joseph 946 

Hardridge,  William  and  Joseph,  chiefs  of 
Creek   nation   of  Indians.     Favorable 

report  on  the  claim  of 347 

Hard}',  Allen  W.,  favorable  report  on  the 

claim  of 323 

Harkleroad,  Daniel 947 

Harlan,  John  T.,  husband  of  a  Cherokee 
woman.     Report  in  favor  of  granting 

land  to 392 

Harney,  Selby,  and  Thomas  and  Arthur 
Gregory,  heirs  of  Selby  Harney.  Ad- 
verse report  on  the  claim  of 224 

Harrison,  C 398 

Harrison,  J.,  et  al 280 

Harrold,  Moses 60,  62,  70 

Hart,  D.  C 60,  73,  88 

Hart,  Nicholas,  heirs  of.     Report  in  favor 

of  granting  a  duplicate  laud  warrant  to       345 

Hart,  William 60,  74,  89,  104,  106 

Hartley,  F 60,  121 

Hartley,  Frederick 60,  75,  89 

Haskins,  R.  and  T 280 

Hastings,  Marquis  of 60,121 

Hawthorn,  Nathaniel 546 

Havdel,  Jean  Jacques 677,  906 

Haydel,  Felazie 690,  908 

Hayden,  Mary 60,  118 

Ha/.eur,  Hyacinthe  G.,  Charles  H.,  and  Jean 

B.,  (free  men  of  color) 676,  905 

Heamsteail,  Edward,  assignee 883 

Hedges,  Josiah,  report  in  favor  of  the  claim 

of 386 

Hcmeterio  de  Ilevia,  Don  Francisco,  adverse 

report  on  the  claim  of 470 

Hempstead,  E.,  and  John  Coontz 785 

Hendricks,  Isaac 60,  118 

Henry,  John 857 

Henry,  Josiah 757 

Henry,  Stephen,  heirs  of 906 

Henry,  William,  for  compensation  for  defi- 
ciency in  the  quantity  of  land  p\irchased 
of  the  United  States.     Adverse  report 

on  the  claim  of. 154 

Herault,  Francis 501 

Hernandez,  J.  M ...      CO,  113 

Hernandez,  Joseph  M 60,  87,  91,  98,  10o|  120 
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Hernandez,  Josd 60 

Hernandez,  Joseph 673 

Hernandez,  Martin 60,  68,  71,  113 

Hernandez,  Sebastian 908 

Herpin,  J.  B.,  eld 374 

Hertzog,  Jean  Francois 515 

Hess,  Solomon 947 

Hevia,  Don  Francisco  Hemeteriode,  advense 

report  on  the  claim  of ^  . .        470 

Hibberson  and  Yonge 60,  76,  79,  83,  89,  90 

Hickman,  William 945 

Higginbotham,  Thomas 60,  121 

Higgins,  John 501 

Hildebrand,  alias  Albrane,  John 836 

Hiilin,  Robert,  adverse  report  on  the  claim 

of 223 

Hill,  Artemon 293 

Hillen,  Robert,  favorable  report  on  the  claim 

of 330 

Hill,  William,  &  Co.    Alexander  Dennistown 

and 691 

Himmel,  Alexis 688,  908 

Himmel,  Francois 688,  908 

Hite,  G 398 

.llixon,  Samuel 948 

Hobson,  J.  &  M.,  assignees 398 

Hobson,  M.,  et  al 374 

Hogan,  Charles 905 

Hogan,  John  B 284 

Hogins,  Eleanor 60,  102,  103 

Hoffman,  William,  favorable  report  on  the 

claim  of 266,  322 

Hollinsworth,  William 60,  63,  70,  1 18 

HoU}',  liConard,  representatives  of.     Favor- 
able report  on  the  claim  of 664 

Holmes,  Elijah  H 546 

Hoppas,   George,  favorable  report  on   the 

claim  of 150 

Hopper,  William,  et  al 374 

Home,  Simeon 293 

Hotchkiss,  Ezra,  and  others 280 

Uoudelette,  Louis  and  James 280 

Housa,  Edmond  de  la 8,  43,. 45,  46,  47 

House,   Samuel   and  William,   and  others. 

Favorable  report  on  the  claim  of 646 

Houston,  John 60,  72,  88 

Hovey,  Charles 60,  121 

Howard,  Ilezekiah 137 

Howard,  Hugh 8,  45 

Howard,  James 137 

Howard,  Purnel 801,  802 

Howell,  Newton 326,  327,  841,  842 

Huard,  James 8,  45 

Hubbell,   Aaron,    favorable   report   on    the 

claim  of 955 

Hudgins,  Ambrose,  adverse  report  on  the 

claim  of 153 

Hudnall,  Ezekiel,  heirs  of 74,  89 

Hudnall,  E.,  heirs  of 68,  71 

HudualTs  heirs 60 

Hudson,  Ab 60,  113 

Iluertas,  Antonio 60,  98 

Huortes,  Antonio 63,  70 

Hughes,  Charles,  and  others.     Favorable  re- 
port on  the  claim  of 184,  409 

Hughes,  Jane 69,121 

Iluibert,  D 60 

Hull,  John  and  Dawson,  adverse  report  on 

the  claim  of 161 

Hull,  William 60,  75,  89 

Hulse,  Joseph,  widow  and  heirs  of.     Favora- 
ble report  on  the  claim  of 150 

Humphreys,  Gad,  report  on  the  claim  of . . . .      476 
Hunt,  Wilson  P.,  favorable  report  on  the 

claim  of -.        123 

Hunter,  James,  and  C.  P.  Halley.    Favorable 

report  on  the  claim  of 647 

Hurlbert,   Daniel 60,  65,  67,  71,  88 

Hurlbert,  David 70,  73 
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Iliisa,  Eiliiumd  (Ir   la  and  ricii'c  (i(irdu...  43 

llutcliis.iii,    iu.licrt liO,  7;;,  ^3,  b\S,  1)0 


Indiana,  Bank  df   Edwaidsville 2S4 

Indiana,-4'''anners  a.nd  iMcclianics'  Banl;  of.  ,        'is:', 

Indiana,  the  State  Bank  <if 2S4 

In,i;'l(',  Jacques,  widew  and  licirs  nl'.  .  .  .      (is",  ilOS 

Inii'rahain  &  Sons,  \ 2sri 

InnTani,  William il4.") 

Innerarity,  Jno 545,  545 

Innis,  Jiilni S,  45 

Irwin,  IJiiliort,  jr.,  adverse  re[iiirl  un  the  peii- 

tinll  (if.  .  .' 128 

Isaae,  BolK/rt HH,  113 

Lsidor,  liii.saHe,  a  free  wcunan  nf  cehu'.  .      (i',i4,  !)0'.t 


Jaekson,  .\vehihahl,  owner  el'  Janies    f!ani- 

mons'  a  slave,  re|Hirt  in  I'avnr  of'alh>\v- 

ing-  luMintN-  land  to      2(1'.» 

Jackson,  (jeorg'O  K.,  I'avorable  vejiort  on  the 

claim  of tUi'i 

Jackson,  James 5()1 

Jackson,  John 28(1 

James,  ITem-y  Arnistron-; 687,  908 

Janies,  William 708,  769 

Jarrcau,  Jean  Ursin 081,  907 

Jarrett,  "William,   John    Bridu'et    and  John 

Wells ' 047 

Jeans(june,  Baptiste  and  Joseph  i'iin-ri>  IVtre.       561 

Jeflrey,  James 947 

Jinks,   George 8,45 

Joaiieda,  Juan,  d  al 00 

Johnson,    Edward 40 

Johnson,  &  Co.,  Georg-e   W 099,  910 

Jolmson,  Heniy • 050 

Johnson,  Isaac,  executor  of 501 

Jolmson,  James,  ct  al 501 

Johnson,  John 947 

Johnson,  Sally,  adverse  report  on  the  claim 

of ' 200 

Johnson,   AVilliani 398,  947 

Joida,  James 501 

Jones,  Clisl.y  \l 945 

Jones,   David 501 

Jones,  James S,  45 

Jones,  John 00,  05,  70,  85,  91,  103,  100 

Jones,  Thomas .      GO,  103,  106 

Jones,  William  Thomas 60,  118,  119 

Jones,  William,  ct  al 374 

Jordan,  James 757 

Jordan,  Robert 757 

Jordan,  I!.  B 757 

Jordon,  Andrew 757 

Jordou,  John 757 

Jordon,  John,  and  Samuel  Fisher,  favorable 

report  on  the  claim  of 938 

Jnurdin,  Joseph,'"? a/.,  report  on  the  claim  of     47,  412 

Journey,  James 884,  885 

Juranerly,  James,  heirs  of 501 

Juzon,  Peter,  adverse  report  on  the  claim  of 

Pelagic  Loreiis,  late  widow  of 943 


K. 


Kamber,  Joscpli,  report  in  favor  of  the  claim 

of 320 

Kaulkman,  C.  L 286 

Kearney,  John  "W.,  ct  al 287 

Keetie,  William  B  ,  and  John  L.  JIartin,  fa- 
vorable report  cm  the  chiim  of 343 

Kehr,  John 00 

Kelir,  J.  P 00,  79,  112 

Keller  &  l'\ircman 282 

vol..  VI 127  E 


i'.i=-. 

Kelso,  Robert 757 

Kendall,    .\mos,    and    ollicrs,    e.\(CUlors    of 

William    Woolfolk 398 

Kenneily,   .loslina,   fax'orable   report  on   the 

claim  (rf 171 

Kennedy,  William  E.,  legal  represent  al  iv<'s 

of.'. .' 490 

Kennerly,  .lames 285 

Kepler,  -lohn,  luMrs  u\' 8,  43,  40,  47 

Kernion,  Charles  Labcdoycr.'  lluchet...      09',),  910 

Kernion,  L'ierre  (iuerinaer  llucliet (i',1',1,  OlO 

Key,  .lames,  ct  al 374 

Keytes,  .lames,  fa\-orable  report  on  ilie  claim 

of 950 

Kimball,  P.,  J.  Snow,  and  Z.  Bobbins 279 

Kinainl,  Andrew 850 

Kincaid,  Amlrew S50 

Kincaid,    Pavid,    favorable    report    on    the 

claim  ol' 0(i4 

King,  Kalph 60,  1)8,  101 

King,  Samuid (iO,  84,  90 

King,  A\'illiani  .AL,  favoi-able   report  on   the 

claim  of 33:; 

Kinler,  (ieorge,  heirs  of 687,  908 

K  inlock,  Fr 60,  1 1 1 

Kirkland,  AVilliam 501 

Kirkpatrick,  P ^    398 

Klegand.  .loan  Ifene  Giiiho  de,  assignee  of,  777,  778 
Knagg,  .lohn,  adverse  report  on  the  claim 

of 940 

Knotts.  James 947 

Kryt/,,  Daniel 888 

Krytz,  Peter,  legatee  of  Daniel  Krytz 889 

Kurtz,  .lohn 280 


Labadietb),  Petri'    326,327 

Labady,  l!ai)hael 685,  907 

Labarre,  Francis  Pascalis,  (widow,)...  071,  904 
La  Barre,  Fran9ois  Pascalis  Lacestiero 

Volant  de 695,  909 

La  Barre,  Jean  Baptiste  Volant 695.  909 

La  Barre,  Laccstiere  Volant 695,  909 

La  Barre,  Volant 909 

Labl:)adie,  Svlvester.  representatives  of.  .    791,  792 

Labetnt,  .b.hn  B.  .  . 501 

Labeaunie,  Louis,  assignee 750,  870,  871, 

872,  873 
Lalieaume,  Louis,  and  C.  F.  Pelauriere  .  .  .  877 
La  Branch,  Euphemia,  wife  of  Wni.  Brown,       687 

La  Branch,  Louis 8,  45 

La  Branche,  Eu|)hraim 908 

La  Branche,  Michel  Lucien 696,  909 

La  Branche,  Similien 699 

Labreche,  Jean  Baptiste 761,  702 

Lacasses,  Etienne,  and  others,  report  on  the 

claims  of 573,  648 

Laccstiere,  Francois   P 909 

Lachance,  Micliel .  .        851 

Lachiapella,  G 501 

Lacombe,  Francis 772,  773,  883,  884 

Laeomse,  Omez-nie   45 

Lacoste,  Casimir,  and  A.  }il.  Ducros 700 

Lacoste,  Pierre  Robin 680,  691,  907,  908 

Lacour,  Zcnon 074,  905 

La  Croix,  Francois  Dusuan  de )i77,  696,  906 

Lacroix,  L 506,  729 

Ladd,  William , 60,  70,  89 

Lafayette,  General 664 

Lafetor,  Pierre 904 

Lafl'erty,  Lorenzo  D 947 

Laliton,  Pierre 670 

Lalitte,  Pierre,  report  on  the  claims  of.  .  .  .        942 

Lafrance,  Brinville 693,  909 

Lafrance,   Francois 085,  907 

Lafrance,  Jacques 090,  908 

Lafrance,  Jean 693,  909 

Lafrance,  Perrine 685.  908 
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La.n'roue,  llonoru 6i^3,  901 

LuiniiitT,  Josepli,   a  IVt-e  man  iif  CdlDr.  .      693,  909 
Lainatto,  Celeste,  a  free  woman  of  color     089,  908 

Lamb,  Thomas,  licirs  of CO,  68,  11 

Lambci-t,  Daniel 293,  101,  911 

Lambert,  Edward,  and  others,  favorable  re- 
port on  the  claim  of 511 

Lanau,    Arnaud,   favorable    report   on    tiie 

claim  of 322 

Lanau,  David,  and  others 699,  910 

Lanclo.'i,  and  others,  Emerant,  heirs   of.  .  .        699 
Lanclot,  Alexander,  and  others,  adverse  re- 
port on  the  claim  of Ill 

Landro,  Charles 45 

Landry,  Donate 683,  901 

Landry,  Emanuel 686,  901 

Landry,  Tliasemond 45 

Lane,  William 60,  118 

Laneau,   Frosine 683,  901 

Laneaux,  Scliolasti([n(' 683,  901 

Lang-, heirs  of 60 

Lang-,  Isaac,  heirs  of 66,  10 

Lang-ham,  A.  L 285 

Lant^os,  Manuel 501 

Lapine,  Evariste 901 

Larche,  Marie  Constance 682,  901 

Larousse,  Aug-astinc 684,  901 

Lartig-ne,   Eugene 695 

Lasse,  Narcissc 694,  909 

Lasseigne,  Andre,  widow  and  heir  of. .      694,  909 

Lastrop,  Jacques 8,  45 

Lastrop,  Manuel 8,  45 

Latham,  Allen 398 

Latour,  Pierre 904 

Lattier,  Pierre 8,  45,  668 

Laudro,  C  harlcs 8 

Laudry,  Jean  Baptiste 614,  905 

Landry,   Thasemond   8 

Lausade,  Joseph 692,  908 

Lavergne,  Hugues 619,  901 

Lawson,  Robert,  Christopher  A.  Green,  and 

report  on  the  claim  of 516 

Laysard,  Marcclliu 8,  45 

Layton,  Robert,  report  in  favor  of  the  claim 

of 331 

Lea,  Sarah,  el  al 288 

Le  Bean,  Juste 901 

Le  Blanc,  Etienne,  widow  of 689 

Le  Blanc,  Joseph 691,909 

Le  Blanc,  Joseph,  widow  of 614 

Le  Blanc,  Marceline 695,  909 

Le  Blank,  Desire 683 

Lebceuf,  Martial  Senior 691,  909 

Lebceuf,  Jlichael,  and  others,  favorable  re- 
port on  the  claim  of 511 

Le  Bourgeois,  Louis 682,  901 

Le  Breton,  Noel  Barthelemy 613,  905 

Leche,  Marie,  widow  of  Antoine  Folse.  . . .        691 
Leclerc,  widow,  assignee  of  C.  F.  Delauriere,       110 

Leday,  Alexis  Amand 689,  908 

Leday,  Antoine .■ 689*,  908 

Ledoux,  Jean  Pierre,  widow  of,   favorable 

report  on  the  claim  of 646 

Ledoux,  Zenon 082  901 

Le  Due,  M.  P 725,  126'  121 

Led  with,  Garrett 60,  66,  11 

Ledwith,  Michael 60,  66,  10 

Lee,  Ludwoll 2,S2 

Lefane,  Achan 947 

Lcfevre,  Pierre "686,  908 

Le  Grande,  Baptiste,  favorable  report  on  the 

claim  of 37 

Lejeune,  David 501 

Lemain,  Jean  Baptiste,  and   others,  report 

on  the  claim  of 048 

Lenox,  Tliomas '    219 

Lenox,  Thomas,  and  Joseph  T.  Wood 219 

Leonard,  Bernard,  and  Josepli  Black,  favor- 
able report  on  the  claim  of 329 
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Leonard,  Felix,  and  others 699,  910 

Leonard,  George 8,  4.^ 

Leonard,  Gilbert 684,  901 

Leonardy,  E 60 

Leonardy,  Rogue,  heiis  of 63,  10 

Lepine,  Alexander 690,  908 

Lepine,  Evariste 684,  901 

Lepretre,  John  B 293,  613 

Les  Bois,  Marie  Nicolle /.        619 

Lesche,  Marie 909 

Lcsla,  Flora 60 

Leslie,  Flora 12,  88 

Lesseps,  Alexander 906 

Lesseps,  Alexander  and  Cliarles,  and  John 

B.  Lepretre 613 

Lethiec,  Joseph,  widow  of 100 

Leufrio,  Bartholome,  et  al 66,  11 

Levaudais,  Frangois  Enone 906 

Levy,  Moses 60 

Levy,  Moses  E 35,  12,  88 

Lewis,  James,  jr 60,  14,  88 

Lewis,  Romeo,  el  al 119 

Lilly  &  Co 501 

Lines,  W.,  Ezra  Hotchkiss,  J.  Harrison,  and       280 

Lisa,  Joachin 891,  892 

Lisa,  Manuel,  assignee,  141,  113,  114,  115,  884,  892 
Lisa,  Manuel  de,  representatives  of .  . . .      Ill,  112 

Livaudais,  Charles  Enouel  Duque 693,  908 

Livaudais,  Fran9ois  Enouel 018 

Livaudais,  Joseph  Enouel  Dng-ue 693,  909 

Livet,  Frangois 668 

Livet,  Jacques 668 

Livett,  Jeanne,  widow  of  Joseph  Guenard.        668 
Lobdell,  John  L.,  favorable  report  on  the 

claim  of 390 

Lompeyrac,  Bernardo 45 

Long,  George 60,  118 

Long,  George,  heirs  of 60,  69,  11,  118 

Long,  John 859,  860 

Long,  Joseph  and  Matthew 105,  106 

Long-,  William  L 863 

Lono,  Francois  Gabriel,  heirs  of 911 

Lono,  Marie  Jeanne,  heirs  of 911 

Lope,  Pierre,  widow  of 669,  904 

Lopez,  Bartholomew 60,  113 

Lopez,  Bartholome,  Juan  Joanedo,  and  Bar- 
tholome Leufrio 66,  11 

Lorenzo,  John,  widow  of 60,  113 

Loriens,  Pelagie,  formerly  widow  of  Peter 

Juzon,  ad%'ersc  report  on  the  claim  of.        943 

Lorimier,  Louis 152,  153,  843,  845,  846 

Lorimier,  William 854 

Lorio,  Frangois  and  Achilla 681,  908 

Lorio,  Fran9ois  Gabriel 101 

Lorio,  Marie  Jeanne 101 

Loug-hry,  William,  representatives  of I8l 

Love,  Alexander,   favorable  report  on   the 

claim  of 126,  553 

Love,  John 60,  19,  90 

Lusser,  Margaret  de 490 

Lynch,  Dominick,  Henry  Lynch,  and  Sarah 

Lea 288 

Lynch,  Michael 60,  14,  89 

Lynd,  John 501 

Lynn,  Adam .' 286 

M. 

Macartj',  Fraii5ois 693 

Macarty,  Louis  Barthelemy 680,  901 

Machado,  Antonio 101,  109 

Mackay,  James.  .     118,  119,  120,  121,  196,  191,  865 

Mackay,  James,  heirs  of 120,  121 

Mackay,  James,  assignee.  ..128,  135,  856,  851,  859 

862,  866,  861,  8^8,  869 

Maddin,  James 165 

Maddiii,  Richard 165 

Maddin,  Thomas 165,166,161 

Madere,  Andre 690,  908 
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Miulciv,  An.L;-nsie 08:2,  90" 

Madox,  William,  wife  uf ti7'2 

Ma^'iicss,  Mor.n'aii 947 

Mayuess,  P.  G.  ami  It.  Srarcy 'J4('> 

Mag'iioss,  liobert 047 

Jlag-uon,  Armaud,  and  Jacques  Pelk'teau.  I'llMi,  'JOil 
jragnidor,  Elizabeth,  adverse  repurt  (ui  the 

l)ill  for  the  relief  of 572 

JIayrudcr,  Thomas  H.  and  wife,  advi'rse  re- 
port on  the  elaim  of 474 

Majors,  Thouias,  and  others,  for  land  in  Mis- 
sissippi Territorj',   adverse   report   on 

the  claim  of 3(51 

Melag-osa,  Juan 54.5 

Malaison,  Jean  Baptiste 909 

Mauent,  Merced 909 

Maniche, ,  (Old  Miue  concession) .  .      728,  729 

^laniche,  Francis 506 

Manning,  Drury 54(5 

Marcus,"  Williain 945 

Marechal,  Autoine,  Fran(;ois  iEoreau  and  .  .        882 

Mariano,  Clara (51,  113 

Mariano,  Jolni (U,  1 13 

Marig-ny,  Bernard 317,  501,  (5sl,  907 

Marigny,  Bernard,  assignee  of  the   heirs  of 
Antonio  Bonnahcl,  favorable  report  on 

the  claim  of 30(5 

ilarigny.  Prosper,  favorable  leport  on  the 

claim  of 321 

Mariu,  James  E.,  James  Wogin,  and  others, 

favorable  report  on  the  claim  of 327 

Marks,  Jlordecai,  Joel  Wolfe,  and  Ji.ihn  W. 

Forbes 288 

Marmillon,   Delphine  Bozimuier,   widow  of 

Louis  Dufilho 099,  910 

Marmillon,  Ertmond  Bozonier 095,  099 

Marmillon.  Yalsin  B 702,  911 

Marrast,  John,  d  al 374 

Marrs,  James 940 

Marshall,  Jane,  rl  al 540 

Marshall,  Manuel 01,  118 

MarstelleJi,  F ' 287 

Martcnis,  A.,  widow  of 01 

Martin,  Fran9ois 070,  904 

Martin,  H.  B 01,  74,  89 

Martin,  James 501 

Martin,  John 501 

Martin,   John   L,   and  William    B.    Keene, 

favorable  report  on  the  claims  of 343 

Martin   Lewis,  for  final   settlement  of  land 

claims  in  Missouri.     Petition  of 326 

Martin,  Pierre '. 500,  729 

Martin,  Samuel,  and  J(.ihn  Wilson,  favora- 
ble report  on  the  claim  of 


14 
Martin,  William 948 

8,45 
84 
90 


Martin,  Vaklre 

Martinez,  Antonio 

Martinez,  Antonio,  widow  and  heirs  of. 

Massey,  Helen,  devisee 398 

Massier,  Thomas 114 

Massingill,  Piial 945 

Mathers  &  Sevier 940 

Maxev,  Robert  C,  heirs  of 70 

Maxeiit,  Merced 092 

Maxwell,  James,  assignee  of  J.   K.    G.  de 

Klegand 778 

May,  James,  el  al 374 

Mabin,  Joseph  A 292 

Mayfield,  George,  for  a  reservatiim  under 
treaty  with   Creek  Indians,   reiiort   on 

the  claim  of    219,  340 

Mays,  James  S.,  (■/  al.,  for  land  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory.     Adverse  report  on 

the  chiim  of  .  .  .  1 301 

McAnulty,  Giles,  et  al.,  for  permission  to 
sell  Indian  reservations.  Adverse  re- 
port on  the  application  of 36 

McArthur,  Charles,  Joseph  II.  Egncr  and.  .  40 

McCaleli,  Tlionuis  J'' '. 29:! 


McCall,  llonry (;'.)7,  909 

.McCarty,  Francois 909 

MeClenahan,  Josiah,  assignee  of 875 

Mc(!loskey,  (.'onant   and 280 

Jb'Closkey,  James 286 

McClurc,  John 01 

.McClure,  John  M 118 

:McCorniick,  P 01,  7(i,  89 

McCormiek,   Peter,   report   in   favor  of  the 

claim  of 345 

iIc(Jieary,  J^ihn   F.,  adverse   report   on    the 

claim  of 956 

McCurtain,  Cornelius,  and  heirs    (.if         ,  431 

McDaniel,  Isaac  . 8,  45 

McDaniel,  James 727,  728,  895 

McDavids,  Joel   A 540 

.McDomdl,  Fr.  D 88 

McDonnell,  V.  D 01 

McDon(uigh,    John,    report    on     the     claim 

of..' 34,  221,  321 

McDonough,  Brown  and 501 

McDonough,  John 075,  687,  905,  903 

McDougall,   George,    report   on    the    claim 

of 299,376 

McDowell,  F.  D 72 

McDowell  &  Black 01,  117,  121 

.McDowell  &  Clarke 114 

McElmury,  John 940 

McElroy,   Ransom,   adverse    report    on    the 

claim  of 952 

McFarlane,  James,  et  al 374 

McFarlane,  William   and    B.  L.  Patterson, 

John  W.  Kearney 287 

McGirt,  Daniel 82 

McGirt,  D 81,82,90 

McGirt,  James 01,  OS:,  11,  81,  90 

Me(4irts 01 

McGowan,  John 501 

McIIenry,  Archibald 946 

JlcIIugh,  Susanna 145 

Mcintosh,  John 01 

Mcintosh,  John  II 01,  67,  72,  72,  88,  119 

Jfclnto.sh,  John  II.  and  Philip  Dill,  heirs  of     78,  89 

Mcintosh  &  Clinch 59,  114,  117 

McKimm,  Hannah,  report  in  favor  of  the 

claim  of 328 

McKnight,  J 285 

McKnight,  Thomas 285,  946 


McLain,  John,  and  Noah  II.  liadjett .  .  .  . 

ilcLane,  Allen 

JIcLane,  Louis,  devisee 

McLer.  IV,  James 

McMilhni,  John 

McOnnel,  Joseph,  William,  Robert,  and 


945 

398 
398 
501 
867 
757 


.Mc(.iueen,  Harry (51,  113 

ilctineen,  John,  heirs  of 61,  118 

Medicis,  Francis  de 01,  08,  71 

Meers,  John 01 

Meillon,  Nicholas .      091,  908 

Melancon,   Marguerite,   widow    of   Etiennc 

Leblanc 089,  908 

Melancon,  Paul,  widow  of 083 

Meloyer,  Cyprian 8 

Menard,    Ls.,  for  final   settlement  of    land 

claims  in  Missouri,  petition  of 320 

Menard,  Pierre 740 

Menier,  Louis 009,  904 

Mestre,  John 01,71 

Metoyor,  Cyprian 45 

Metoyor,  Jean  Baptiste,  el  al,  report  on  the 

clainis  of 048 

Metoycr,  Louis,  report  on  the  claim  of  ....        573 

Michaco,  Antonio 01 

Michau,  Melchior  Aman 892,  893 

Midland,  Autoine 900,  910 

Michelet,  Henry 545 

Michoud,Antoine 678,098,906 

Miers,  Jane 118 

Miles,  Samuel 98 
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Millo,  TlHimas '>"0 

Millci-,  Cliristophcr •'■)01 . 

MilkT,  James i'-tT 

Jlillei-,  Hubert til,  103,  121 

Miller,  Knbcrt,  and  wife <Jl,  121 

MilUiomine,  F 506,  129 

Milligaii,  Lawrence,  widow  and  daug-htcrs 
of,  for  confirmation  of  a  Spanish  grant, 

favorable  report  on  the  claim  of 491 

Millon,  Jacques,  heirs  of 072 

Mills,  Joseph 01,  t6,  89 

Mills,  Maria 01,  112 

Mills,  William,  heirs  of 61,  118 

Mills,  William  N 286 

Milne,  Alexander 071,  904 

Miralla,  Joseph  Antonio 545 

Miranda,  Peter 61,  60,  70,  98,  100 

Mire,  Paul,  widow  of 083 

Mistre,  John 67 

Mitchell,   Adam 945 

Mitchell,  Andrew 530,  543 

Mitchell,  Carrachan  and 113 

Mitchell,  Octavius 72,  88 

Mitchell,  P 61 

Mitchell,  Peter 61,  83,  113,  121 

Mitchell,  F.,et.al 90 

Mitchell,  Richard 283 

Mitchell,  R.,  assignee 113 

Mitchell,  Robert 61,  112,  121 

Molaison,  Jean  Baptiste 693 

Molincr,  A 61 

Molinieux,  A 113 

Mollcre,  Maria  D 545 

Monrose,  William 61,  118 

Monsier,  John  B 45 

Montault,  Louis  Francois 906 

Montault,  Ijouis  Francois,  and  G.  M.  Fazende       678 

Montgonierj',  Dorithese 945 

Montgomery,  William  AV.  and  Jonathan.  .  .        671 

Montgomery,  William  and  Jonathan 904 

Moore,  Amos,  memorial  of  the  legislature  of 
Mississippi  for  a  donation  of  public  land 

to... 350 

Moore,  Isidore,  favorable  report  on  the  claim 

of 605 

Moore,  Jacob 61,113 

Moore,  John (il,  113 

Moore,  Patrico 6l'  113 

Moore,  Thomas 946 

Moore,  William,  and  Francis  Fulcbcr 40 

Moore,  William  P.,  and  Archibald  Sharp.  .  .        948 

Morcau,  Fran9ois 693,  882,  883 

Moreau,  widow,  assignee  of  J.  B.  Labrecho       762 

Moreaux,  Francois 909 

Moreno,  Francisco  Fernando 545 

Morgan,  Asher,  and  the  heirs  of  Philip  Fitz- 
gerald, favorable  report  on   tlie  claim 

of 605 

Morgan,  Charles 701,  910 

Morgan,  Thomas  A 699,  910 

Morian,  John S  45 

Morin,  James,  jr .  .  •. 873 

Moro,  Gdalgo 45 

More,  Gialgo g 

Moro,  Mantiel  Gonzales 852  853 

Moro,  Maurice '      g 

Moro,  ]\Iorio 45 

Morris,  John ','//  '(sgo,  908 

Morrison,   George 61,  73,  88 

Morvison,  George,  heirs  of 61,118 

Morrison,  James,  for  final  settlement  of  land 

claims  in  Missouri.     Petition  of 326 

Moss,  John ogg 

Mossey,  Trouissaint 700  910 

Mott,  Emanuel  D 61,  I05!  106 

Moussar,  John  15 g 

MuUanphy,  John,  for  final  settlenient  of  land 

claims  m  Missouri.     Petition  of 326 

Mullanphy,  John,  assignee  of  Gabriel  (^erre       793 


JIullanphy,  John,  assig'iice  of  J.  St.  Train  .  . 

Mnnroc,  James 

Munroo,  William 

Murat,  Achilles 61 

Murdock,  John 

Murphy,  Thomas 61, 

Murray,    Isaac 

Murray,  John  R 

Murray,  J.  R.,  W.  Ogdeu  and 28 

Musser,  George,  and  others,  heirs  of  Jere- 
miah Buckley,  favorable  report  on  the 
claim  of 


807 

80,  90 

61 

08,71 

501 

74,89 

947 

287 

288 


100 


N. 


Ihe 


114, 


Nance,    Richard,    favorable  report   on 
claim  of 

Napier,  Thomas 61 

Navarre,  John  Charles 

Nelson,  Joseph 

Neuf  bourg',  Philip  de,  widow  of 

New  Orleans,  maj'or  and   aldermen  of   the 
city  of,  favorable  report  on  the  claim  of 

Neybour,  John 821 

Nicholas,  Joseph 697 

Nicholas,  Lewis,   widow  of,   and   her   sons, 
Joseph  and  Jean  0.   Nicholas 681 

Nicholas,   Peter 61 

Nichols,  Peter. .  .' 

Nicholson,  John  J 

Nicks,  John 

NicoUe,  Gabriel,  legal  representatives  of.  . 

Nivet,  John 

Nivet,  Marguerite,  widow  of  Jean  Barrois. 

Nivet,  Zeno'n 670,  674 

Nivctte,  Marguerite 

Nivette,  Tenor 

Nivit,  John 

Nobles, Hannah 61,  7 

Noda,  Joseph 61 

Noel,  Theodore,  et  al 

Noeuf  burgh,  Philip,   widow  of 

Noreaga,  Joseph 534,  535,  545,  553 

Normandeau,  Frangois 


639 
117 

650 
546 
70-2 

975 

,822 

;»09 

,  907 

,  104 

106 

948 

947 

850 

684 

670 

,  905 

904 

904 

907 

2,  88 

,  113 

374 

911 

,  554 

855 


0. 

Oakley,  Allen  M.,  and  John  Clark 40 

Oden,  Benjamin,  the  owner  of  AVilliam  Wil- 
liams, a  slave,  report  on  the  claim  of,  644,  969 

Ogden,  William 287 

Ogden,  W.,  and  J.  R.  Murray 287,  288 

O'Hara,  Daniel 61,  92,  100 

Oliveau,  George,  heirs  of 906 

Olivcau;  George,  jr.,  heirs  of 677 

Oliver,  Charles 8,  45 

Olivier,  David 680,  907 

O'Neal,  Abijah 947 

O'Neal,  Henry 546 

O'Neal's  heirs 61 

O'Neal,  M 61,  64 

O'Neal,  William 64 

O'Neil,  Margaret 70 

Ore,  James,  and  others,  for  permission  to 
sell  Indian  reserves.     Adverse  report 

on  the  application  of 36 

Ortega,  Anne 61,  98,  101 

Ovington,  William,  li  al.,  adverse  report  on 

the  claim  of 419 


Pacety,  Andrew 61,  102,  1 03 

Paceti,  Andrew 113 

Racquet,  Jean  Baptiste '-84,  907 

Racquet,  Joseph 909 

Racquet,  Joseph,  Narcisse  Zenou 694 

Pafry,  Andrew 01 

Palliser,  Frances 61 
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PnnriiT,   Aiit'iiiin    !il 

Dill  iu,  Josi'iili  ^J.,  Ic^'al  rciircsciilatU  r.s  nl'.  ..   S23, 

S:>-L  820 
Tallin,  Ilyto,  Tlicndore,  el  al.,  lor  final  s.'ttlc- 

nieiit  of  land  claini.s   in  Missnnri.     I'v- 

titions  (if o2(),  321 

Papy,  AndreK (U1,  Tl 

Parish  ol'  IViiuto  UimiH'c 701 

Parish UlU 

Parker,  Ncedhaiu -jiC) 

Parks,  William 757 

Partinais,  Amalik' 500 

Partinay,  AnuiMo,  assiL^'nee  dl"  Theresa  (Jole- 

rnan 77() 

Partnay,  Ainablc,  (Old  Mine  concession,)   72S,  721) 
Pascnute,  Aniable,  (  Old  Mine  concession,) .  .        728 

Patterson,  James  . dl,  121 

Patterson,  Ti.   L.,  John  W.   Kearney,  Win 

McFarlane  and ' 287 

Patridp;e,  James,  ct  al.,  report  in  I'avor  of  the 

claim  of 339 

Panl,  Pi.  &  Cr.  L.,  rl  al.,  for  linal   settlement 

of  lam!  claims  in  Missonri,  [letition  of       326, 

327 
Panldini;',  William   K.,  favoralile  report   on 

the  claim  of 653 

Paydras,  Jnlien,   heirs  of 004.  910 

Paz,   Francisco 01,  75,  SO 

Pcllerin,  Louis,  repiirt  on  the  claim  of...  .    50,  383 

Pellicer,  Francis 07,  7 1 

Pelletean,  Jacipies,  and  Armand  Ma^non,  090,  909 

Pclot,  James '. .      04,  70,  80 

P(>pin,  Etienne 789,  700 

Perrett,  Charles,  jr 293 

Perrey,  Jean  Francois 780 

Perrin,  Manuel .  .  .'.    095,  909 

Perron,  Au,i;-uste 088,  908 

Petrc,   Joseph   Pierre,    Daptiste   Jeansonne 

and 501 

Pevyhouse,  Jacoli.  . 947 

Pfister,  Amand  15.,  cl  al 374 

Philibert,  Pedro 545 

Phillippi,  Giovanni  B 293 

Phillippon,  Francois,  and  Jean  Antoine.  . .  .        008 

Phillips,  Sylvanu's 40 

Phillips<in,  Joseph,  e/  al.,  for  linal  settlement 

of  land  claims  in  Missouri,  petition   of, 

320,  327 

Picket,  Seymour 01,  121 

Pike's  heirs 01 

Pike,  Lewis,  heirs  of. 74,  89 

Pilot,  James 01,  70 

Piutada,  V.  S 501 

Pitman,  Peyton  K 947 

Pizani,  Andre 0.77,  900 

Placet,  Baptiste,  ti  al.,  (Old  Mine  concession) 

728,  729 

Placet,  Baptiste 500 

Planche,  Stephen  Ileiny,  heirs  of 677 

Plunkett,  Maro-aret.  .  .". 501 

Plunkett,  William,  c^  o/ 501 

Plummer,  Daniel 01,  118 

Plumrner,  James 01,118 

Poche,  Andre 293 

Pointc  Coupee,  parish  of. 701 

Poire,  Celestin, 45 

Poiret,  Celestin 8 

Poissot,  Paul,  favorable  report  ou  the  claim  of       043 

Pol,  Josepha 545 

Pollard,  AV'illiam,    favorable   report   on   the 

chiim  of 385 

Pollack,  Oeorgc 501 

Pooler,  John 283 

Ponifron,  P Oil 

Pompon,  Peruko 107,  109 

Porlier,  James,  cl  al.,  report  on  tln'  claim  ol'.        970 
Porliers,  James,  c^  al.,  report  on  the  claim  ol'. 

47,  412 
Portell,  John 500 


V:\SK. 

Portei-,  John,  dal..  (Old  Mine  concession)   728,  729 

Potts,    Henry 545 

Power,  dosepliine 083,  907 

Powers,  Thomas 501 

Poydras,  Julien,  heirs  of 072,  700 

Pratte,  Bernard 327,  708,  827,  828 

Pratte.  Bernanl,  assignee 705,  800 

I'ratt(>,  John  J5aptist(^  sr 783 

Pratte,  do.seiih 50i;,  729 

Preston,  N 398 

Prevat,  Joseph  \l Oil,  104,  106 

Prevat,  Thomas 01,  104,  106 

Price,  Looney 945 

Price,  Simon 946 

Prieto,  Pliillippe 545 

Prior,  (ii'een,  for  the  correction  of  an   error 
in  United  .States  survey,  adverse  re[iort 

on  the  a|iplication  of 179 

Pritchard,  Eleanor 61,  04,  70 

Pi'itchard,  ,  heirs  of 01 

Pritchard,  Robert,  heirs  of 03,  70,  84,  91 

Protlit,  Charles 501 

Proudhoiiime,  Antoine,  cl  al.,  favorable  report 

on  the  claim  of 18 

Pujeal,  J.  Baptiste,  assiu'nee  of 795 

Purdon,  James ." 292 

Purnell,  William,  (/  ol 374 

Pycat,   Jacob 946 

Pycat,  James 946 

a. 

Quck,  Aaron 749,  750 

E. 

Kachal,  Antoine  Barthelemey,  Jean   B.  and 

Julian,  reiiort  on  the  claims 048 

Radial,  Barthelemey  and  Julian,  el  al.,  report 

oil  the  claim  of. 573 

Raclial.  Fiancis 8 

Raclial,  Francis 45 

Rag-us,  Domingo 092,  909 

Riimirez,  Salvador 545 

Raiikiu,  Robert 398 

Raney,  James 946 

Rapp,   Peter 907 

Rapp,  Peter,  and  Rosamond  Fagot 081 

Ratte,  Julian,  representatives  of. 7S7,  788 

Rattenburg,  Frenian  J 61 

Ratteiibury,  J.  Freeman,  et  al 121 

Raverses,  Jonw,  ct  al 374 

Rawlins,   Benjamin 61,  105,  100 

Rawlins,  Seneca 801,  862 

Rawls,  Cotton Oil 

Rayes,  Joseph  B 61 

RayiiKjiid,  Goorgi',  for  a   grant   of  land   on 
account  of  poverty  and  a   large  family, 

adverse  report  on  the  ajiplication  of..  .  147 

Raymos,  Charles 501 

Picctor,  Elias 945 

Reed,  Louis,  legal  representatives  of 849 

Regaud,  Fran(;ois 905 

Reggie.  Nicholas 079,  907 

Reily,  John,  favoralile  report  on  the  (daim  of  100 

Relf,  Chew,  and  executors  of  D.  Clark 501 

Renault,  Philip,  favorable  report  ou  the  claim 

of 903 

Revas,  Isaac,  Ixdrs  of.      (See  hoac  Iiiva.<.) 

Reyes,  Joseph  B 74,  89 

Reynes,  Joseph 501 

IJeynolds,  Thomas,  report  on  the  claim  of.  .  371 
Rhea,  John,  for   land    in  Alabama   under   a 
f;'rant  from  r4ei.irgia,   adverse  report  on 

the  claim   of...  .' 381 

Rhea,  dohii,  (Spanish  ])ateiit) 501 

Ribas,   liub Oil 

Richard,  Doniiniipie,   adverse  reiiort  on  the 

claim  of 207 
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KiclianJ,  Francis 61,  65,  67,  10,  1 1 

liicluird,  James,  lioii's  of 61,  118 

liirlmrd,  Jean  Btc 294 

Jlichard,  J.  B 61 

Bichard,  John  B 63 

liicliard,  Juliii  B.,  lieirs  of ^     TO 

Bichardson,  James S78,  879 

Kiehardsoii,  Jesse,  assignee  of  David  Colo.        73.5 

Bichie,  William 9-15 

Bicho,  Joe 61,  113 

Bieux,  Mai-eelleti 694,  909 

Big-aud,  Fran9ois 673 

Bigaiit,  Antoine 293 

Bioboe,  Thomas  P 545 

Bi.sley,   Timothy,   favorable    report    on   the 

claim  of 151 

Bivas,  Isaac,  heirs  of 61,  118 

Biviere,  Baptiste 774,  775 

Bives,  Peter  G 948 

]!ixner,  George,  cl  al 699 

Bobas,  Bob 113 

Boboan,  Pierre,  heirs  of 677,  906 

Bobert,  Charles 729 

Bobert,  D.  D.,  heirs  of,  adver.s(-  report  on  the 

claim  of 370 

Bobert,  Francis 506 

Bobert,  Uyi)olite 506,  729 

Bobert,  Jean,  (Old  Mine  concession) ,  . .      7'2S,  729 

Iiobert,  William,  and  Joseph  McOnnel 757 

Boberts,  Charles 945 

Boberts,  Edward,  and  Jacob  Cntter 280 

Bobertson,  W.  H.,  and  W.  Barnwell 284 

Bobinet,  Ann,  widow  of  Thomas  D'Aquin.G71,  904 

Bobinson,  John 945 

Bobinson,  Lois,  for  half  pay  for  life,  in  lieu 
of  bounty  land,  report  on  the  applica- 
tion of 648 

Eoderiguez,  D 61 

Bodcriguez,  Nicholas 61,  119,  120 

Boderiguez,  S 61 ,  06,  70,  937 

Bodgero,  Antonio 61,  1 13 

Bodman,  J.,  J.  Drysdall  and 118 

Bodri,  Bomain 691,  908 

Rodriguez,  Domingo 112 

Bodriguez,  Fernando 691,  908 

Boger,  Auguste 650 

Bogers,  John 948 

Bogers,  Z.,  J.  Snow,  and  D.  Kimball 279 

Boile,  Lord  John 61,  121 

Bollins,  Seneca.     (See  Seneca  Eaidins.) 

BoUins,  Susanna 72,  88 

Bornan  Catholic  Churcli  of  Pointe  Coupee. .        701 
Boman  Catholic  Church  of  St.  John  the  Bap- 
tist          701 

Roman  Catholic  Church  of  St.  Mary's 698 

Boman,  Sosthene 672,  696,  904,  909 

Rose,  James  61,  64,  70,  113 

Rose,  T 506 

Boste,  P.  A.,  wife  of 650 

Bouanet,  Pierre 691,  908 

Roubieu,  Frangois,  et  al.   Report  on  the  claim 

of 57.3,648 

Boudet,  Corneille,  el  al 374 

Boudet,  John  ]i.,  el  al 374 

Rouzan,  Fran(;ois  Mefire 698,  910 

Roves,  David 948 

Bowles,  Cotton 110 

Bowlins,  Susan 61 

Bowse,  James 61,  109,  110 

Roy,  Charles 860,  861 

Roy,  Joachin 862 

Boxe,  James,  et  al.,  (Old  Mine  concession)  .  728,  729 

Bua,  John  do  la 545 

Rufinica,  J 50 1 

Ruggles,  0.  A 280 

Buggies,  Salmon 945 

Rushing,  John  G Oi^  14^  89 

Russell,  Samuel 61 

Russell,  Samuel,  sr , 118 


Pnge. 

Russell,  William,   et  al,   for   settlement   of 

land  claims  in  Missouri.  Petition  of.      326,  327 

Bussell,  William 946,  947 

Butgers,  Arund.    Beport  on  the  petition  of.  .  14 

Butgers,  A.,  et  al.,  for   settlement   of  land 

claims  in  Missouri.    Petition  of.  .  . .      326,  327 
Butl'ierford,  Archibald  II 945 

s. 

Sabatc,  Pablo 65,  70,  72,  88 

Sabaste,  Pablo 01 

St.  Amand,  Baptiste 293 

St.  Clair,  John,  jr. — (See  John  Sinclair.) 

St.  Gemmo,  B 764,  765 

St.  Genimo,  Baphael 764,  765 

St.  Gemme,  Vital 764,  765 

St.  Gem. — (See  St.  Gemme.) 

St.  John  the  Baptiste,  Boman  Catholic  church 

of 701 

St.  Mary's,  Boman  Catholic  church  of 698 

St.  Mary's  church 909 

St.  Pierre,  Etienne 886,  887 

St.  Vrain,  J.,  assignee  of  John  Bassy 736 

St.  Vrain,  Jacques 806,  807,  855 

St.  Vrain,  Jacques,  Ccran  Delassus  de,  John 

Smith,  T.,  assignee  of 721,  722 

St.  Vrain,  Jacques,  Marcelin,  Ceran  Dehault 

Delassus  de 880,  881 

Salady,  George  and  John.     Report  on   the 

claim  of 122 

Salvant,  widow  Jean 682,  907 

Sampson,  Rebecca,  and  Harriet  Fish.  Fa- 
vorable report  on  the  claim  of i')56 

Sanchez,  Francis  P 68,  71,  90,  98, 

100,  119,  120,  121 

Sanchez,  Francis  R 121 

Sanchez,  John 121 

Sanchez,  Joseph 113,  121 

Sanchez,  Joseph  M 68,  71,  113 

Sanchez,  Susan 113 

Sanchez,  W.  P 120 

Sanco,  Mingo 61,113 

Sans,  Pedro 545 

Sanders,  Richard  M 947 

Sanders,  Stephen 945 

Sanderson,  John  P 501 

Sarpy,  Madame  Barraul,  assignee  of  Ber- 
nard Pratt 828 

Sarpy,  Madame  Delore,  assignee  of  Carlos 

Dehault  Delassus 755 

Sarpy,  John  Bte 326,  327 

Sasportas,  Isaac 65,  70 

Sasportas,  J 61 

Sanchez,  Francis  P 61,  62,  08,  70 

Sanchez,  John 62 

Sauchez,  Joseph 61 

Sanchez,  Joseph  M -61 

Sauchez,  Joseph  S 61,  62 

Sauchez,  Susan 61 

Saucier,  Francois 741,  742 

Saucier,  J.  B.,  heirs  of.    Favorable  report  on 

the  claim  of 334 

Saucier,  Mathieu 800,  801 

Saugrain,  Antoine 825 

Saugrain,  A.  J.,  administrator  of,  et  al.,  for 
final  settlement  of  land  claims  in  Mis- 
souri.    Petition  of 326,  327 

Saul,  GL,  et  al.,  for  final  settlement  of  land 

claims  in  Missouri.    Petition  of.  . .  .      326,  327 
Saul,  Mar_y,  late  the  wife  of  Josiah  Saul  .  . .        685 

Saul,  Mary,  heirs  of 907 

Saulaud,  Louis 904 

Saulet,  Zeuon,  a  free  man  of  color 694,  909 

Sauvd,  Pierre,  heirs  of 677,  906 

Savoie,  Jourdain 698,  909 

Savois,  Ursin 689,  908 

Schetaigre,  Marie  Emeranthe,  heirs  of.  .      682,  907 
Scipio,   a  negro 61,  66,  70 
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Scott,  James  15.,  cf  d o"-i 

Scott,  Maria  R 01,  1 12 

Scrug'g'.s,   ^VillialH 40 

Scurry,  Daviil 02,  121 

Searcy,  3.  (}.,  d  al 170 

Searcj',  E.,  P.  G.  ^lagnes-s  and 940 

Sebate,  Pablo  CaBic(jla 01 

Sccrest,    Francis 94.") 

Secly,  Cornelius 501 

Segue,  Dionisia 98 

Scg'ui,   Benjamin 01 ,  11:3 

vSegui,  Bernard Gl,  02,  112,  119,  120 

Segui,  Dionisia 101 

Segui,   Juan 07,71 

Seguia,    Dina 01 

Seguia,   Jiilin 01 

Seg-ur,  Acbeville  and  Lawrence 904 

Scgura,  Eloy,  favorable  report  on  the  claim 

of .' 415,  659 

Seicsclmej-dre,  George 073,  905 

Sonet,  Eugene,  heirs  of,  favorable  report  on 

the  claim  of 918 

Sevet,  Jean 904 

Sevier,  Armstrong  and 940 

Sevier,  Mathers  and 940 

Sharp,  Arcliibald,  Wm.  P.  Moore  and 948 

Sharp,  Julio 904 

Sharp,  Julie,  wife  of  Williana  JIaddox.  .  .  .  072 
Sharp,  Michael,  Daniel  Duckworth  and.  .  . .  947 
Shaver,  David, sr.,  etal.,ior  land  in  ^Mississippi 

Territory,  adverse  report  on  the  chiim  of       301 

Shea,   Willia'm 099,  910 

Shitz,  George,  heirs  of 085,  907 

Sibbald,  and  Bethune 59,  91,  98,  112 

Sibley,  George  C 284 

Signr,  Achilie  and  Laurent 088 

Siicox,  John 01,  108,  109 

Silcox,  Wade 01,110 

Siicox,  William 01,  102,  103 

Simington,  Forbes,  and  Smith 114 

Simms,  William  D.,  heirs  of 947 

Simonton 02,  117 

Sinclairc,  John,  jr 887,  888 

Single,  Abraliam 540 

Singleton,  AVyatt,  and  Janies  Andrews,  fa- 
vorable report  on  the  claim  of 352 

Slaughbough,  John,  for  the  correction  of  a 
mistake  in  the  entry  of  land,  favorable 

report  on  the  claim  of 389 

Small,   Archibald,  favoralJc   repoj-t   on   the 

claim  of 635 

Small,   Henry 398 

Smith,  Benjamin 282,  283 

Smitli,  Calvin,  favurable  report  on  the  claim 

of 518 

Smith,  Hannah 61,  68,  71,  80,  91 

Smith,  J(_)hn,  and  others,  heirs  of  Jeremiah 
Buckley,  favorable  report  on  the  claim 

of '. 106 

Smith,  John  G.,  d  al.     Favorable  report  on 

the  claim  of 339 

Smith,  T.  John,  proposing  to  sell  to  the 
United  States  certain  lands  derived 
from  the  State  of  Georgia.  Adverse 
report  on  the  memorial  of  Wm.  Kelly, 

agent  for 174 

Smith,  T.  John,  assignee  of  J.  C.  I>ehissus 

de  St.  Vrain 721,  722 

Smith,  T.  John,  &  Co.,  assignees  of  Alexan- 
der Duclos,  et  al 730 

Smith,  Luther  L.,  report  on  the  claim  of    218,  370 

Smith,  Josiah 61,  08,  69,  71 

Smith,  Josiah,  heirs  of 01,  112 

Smith,  Matthew 947 

Smitli,  Nathan  D 945 

Smith,  Robert 948 

Smith,  Simington  &  Forbes 114 

Smith,  Uriah" 947 

Snow,  J.,  Z.  Kubliins,  and  D.  Kimball 279 


Solano,  Bartlio 01 

Solano,  Bartolo 102,  103 

S<ilano,  Magdalemi 102.  103 

Solano,  Manuel 01,  104,  1(16 

S<ilano,  jMargareta 61 

Solano,  Philip 01,  02,  05,  70,  113,  118 

Sompryac,  Bernardo 8 

Son,  Antonio 501 

Soulard,  Antoine 808 

Soiilard,  Antoine,  to  land  in  Missouri.  Legal 

argument  on  the  validity  of  the  claim  of       201 

Si  mlard,  Louis 008 

Stallings,  Amo 01,  104,  106 

Staiidlee,  James 947 

Stanley,  S 61 

Staflbrd,  Benoni 947 

Starke}',  Joseph,  trustee  of .  . 73,  88 

Starkey,  Josiah 61 

Stephens,  Nathaniel 61,  105,  100 

Stephenson,  Benjamin,  heirs  of 398 

Ste|ilienson,  Maiy 39s 

Stewart,  George  N.,  et  al 374 

Stoddard,  Hemy,  legal  representative  of 
Francis   Duchorj^uet,    favorable    report 

on  the  claim  of 953 

Stiggins,  George,  et  al.,  for  permission  to 
sell  Indian  reservations.  Adverse  re- 
port on  the  application  of 36 

Stokes,  James  L.,  report  on  the  memorial  oi      352 

Stollenwerck,  T.,  rf  a/ 374 

Stolleuwerck,  L.  A.,  ( /  n/ 374 

Stone,  Daniel 282 

Stors, 02 

Stores,  Andrew 110,117 

Strong,  John  B 61,  103,  106 

Strother,  G.  F 284 

Stewart,  Abraham 40 

Stewart,  Elijah 40 

Stuart,  Rebecca 947 

Stubblefield,  Fielding 948 

Snarez,  Antonio,  administrator  of 61.  72 

Suarez,  Anthony 62,  1 18 

Snarez,  B 61.72 

Summerall,  Joseph 62,  121 

Suydani,  James 02,118 

Swart wout,  R 281 

Swelly,  Maria 113 

Swenney,  Henry 01 

Swinncy,  Henry 103,  106 

Syinmes,  John  C 127 

T. 

Talbot,  Joseph 8,  45 

Tanner,  Nathaniel 02,  104,  106 

Taut,  James,  and  others,  favorable  report 

on  the  claim  of 640 

Taris.  Philibert  Justin 6s6 

Tale,  Sarah 62,  82,  90 

Taylor,  Creed 945 

Tayhir,  George,  heirs  of 02,  118 

Taj'lor,  Joseph 947 

Taylor,  Samuel 946 

Tayon,  Charles,  jr.,  assignee  of  Aiidr('  and 

J.  B.  B.  Drezy 791 

Tayon.  Francis 813,  815,  816 

Tcgre,  George 909 

Teinpleton,  James 757 

Templeton,  Lord 62,  121 

Teinpleton,  Mijaneau 757 

Tennill,   Francis,   favorable    report   on   the 

claim  of 21 

Terran,  Francisco  D 62,  04,  70 

Terrebonne,  Guillaume,  heirs  of 695,  909 

Tesson,  Ml    326,  327 

Teterel,  Francis,  el  al 374 

Theel,  Levy 829,  830 

Tliebodiase,  Baptiste 45 

Theriot,  Michel 084,  907 
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Thibaiit,  FraiicLs,  (QLl  Mine  concession,)     128,  T20 

Tljibcan,  1' S"6 

Thibodcan,  15;.|)ti.stu ^^^ 

Tliomas,  M)ruli;uii '•^' 

Thomas,  David 1  '  ^ 

Tliomas,  Juv\,  (of  MicliiKan,)  report  on  the^ 

claim  <if '^-'  ■^^'■^ 

Tliomas,   John   11.,  favorable  report   '.n   the 

clann  ol 1  '->.  •^-^ 

Thomas,  \V 279 

Thomas,  Waterman 2h0 

Thomas,  William 280 

Thompson,  Jacob,  petilion   of    Greenwood 

Leilore  and  others  in  liehalfof,  reiiort.        5G0 

Thompson,  Margaret 2.i9 

Tiiompsim,  Thomas 259 

Thrift,  Thomas 546 

Tice,  Jtichard 02,104,100 

Tillet,  (k'oro-o 02,  79,  118 

Tillier,  Itodolph,  assignee 148 

Tison,  Alljert o20,  327 

Tison,  Alliert,  assignee  of  Antoine  Gagncr.        817 

Tison,  Albert,  assi't;-nec 875 

Tison,  Jean  Die 870,  871 

Tirenit,  Jean 082,907 

Tolcdano,  Jnan 8,  44,  45 

Toler,  Ilngh  K 288 

Tonyn,  George,  heirs  of 62 

Tonvn,  Jane,  heirs  ol' 121 

Tonyn,  ['.,  heirs  of 121 

Toui,  James 02,  84,91 

Toiiks,  Frederick,  heirs  of 911 

Toulmin,  Ilarry,  and  Edmun<l  1'.  (iaines.  .  .        500 

Toiips,  Frederick,  wid(nv  and  heirs  of 702 

Tourmillon,  St.  Julian  do 050,  074,  905 

Towles,  Jolni,  favorable  n-port  on  the  claim 

of 234 

Townsend,  1' 281 

Toy,  John 02,  104,  100 

Trahan,  Jean 074,  905 

Trahaud,  Jean  Marie,  favorable  report  on 

the  claim  of 51 

Travors,  agent  of  Forbes 02,  1 10,  111 

Travcrs,  awnt  of  Panton 02,  110,  111 

Travers,  Terry 62 

Travers,  Tony 62 

Travcrs,  Torry 113 

Travors,  William 02,  84,  119,  120 

Travcrs,  William,  agent  of  Ycllowliy. .      62,  85,  91 

Traverse,  ^Villiam 91 

Travis,  ]).  W.,  da! 374 

Trcgrc,  (ii'orge 694 

Trcpagnier,  Eficnne 081,  907 

Triac,  Dominiipie,  wile  of 683 

Triay,  Anlonio   62,  70 

Triay,  Francis 02,  84,  91,  113 

Triay,  Gabriel 02,  84,  91 

Tronillel,  John 500 

Tnjy,  J.ihii 948 

Trndean,  Rene 083,  907 

Triixille,  Julian 9h5 

Truxillo,Juana,  widow  of  Joseph  lloi'nandez       673 

Tucker,  Ezekiel 62,  85,  86,  91 

Tucker,  II 62 

Tucker,  Isaac 02,  84,  91 

Tucker,  N.  V,.,  el.  al.,  for  a  grant  of  land  to 
experiment  in  raising  forest  timber  on 
the  prairies,  adverse  report  on  (he  ap- 

plicatii)!!  of 174 

Tuillicr,  John,  favoiablc  rr|iort  on  the  claim 

of.  .^ ,50 

Tullei-,  FranrMJs  Isidore,  reiioil  on  (he  peti- 

li f 38 

Turnbidl,  Aiidicw,   heirs  of,  adverse  report 

on  the  jietilion  of 123 

Turner,   David (j'j^  Tfi^  89 

Tyler,  II.  li.,  bivorable  report  on   the  claim 

"f 054 


Pago. 

u. 

lllmcr,  William ' ' G2,  70,  89 

Union  Bank  of   Pennsylvania 282 

Uptigrove,  John 62,  118 

Urcpiliart,  Thomas 501 

Urqhart,    David 071,  904 

V. 

A'achier,  Juan 8,  45 

Vail,  Samuel,  favorable  repcn-t  on  the  claim  of       060 
Valentine,  Bernard,  favorable  report  on  the 

claim  of 571 

Valentine,  Lucia 62,  113 

Valentine,  S.L 279 

Valkenburg,  B.  J.  V.,  adverse  report  on  the 

claim  of 262 

Valle,  Auguste,  (Old  Mine  concession,)     728.  729 

Valle,  Bazil 500,  729 

Valle,  Fran9ois   700 

Valle,  Frangois  Etc 729 

Valh',  F.  V 506 

Valle,  P.  C.,  and  II.  F.  A 506 

Vallev,  Marj',  favorable  report  on  the  claim  of       389 

Vand'crdider,  Mat 782 

Vanderhider,  Matliias 782 

Van  Winkle,   Welden 947 

Vardenian,  William 501 

Varvil,  John 948 

Vaslion,  George 945 

Vasquez,  Benito,  assignee  of 794,  834,  835 

Vasquez,    Benito,    Antoinc,    Ilvpolite,    and 

Pierre '. 748 

Vass,  Gachalan 62,  84,  91 

Vavasseur,   John,    favorable  report    on  the 

claim  of 517 

Vela,  An'onio 688,  90S 

Veillon,   Joseph 684 

Veillon,  Joseph,  jr.,  widow  of   685 

Vcnable,  Andrew 757 

Venable,  John 757 

Vicliimir,  Jacques 088,  908 

Vick,  Ilartwell  W.,  favorable  report  on  the 

claim  of 410 

Vidal,  Joseph,  repiirt  on  the  claim  of 259 

Viol,  Constant,  Rene  Arnous,  and •     672,  904 

Vienx,  James,  et  al.,  adverse   report  on  the 

claims  of 170 

Vicus,  Joseph,  d  al.,  advciso  rejjort  on  the 

claims  of .- 170 

Vieux,   Paul,   d  al.,  adverse  report  on    the 

claims  of 170 

Villalonga,  Margaret 62 

ViUalonga,  Miguel 62,  86,  91 

Villars,  Bernard 501 

Villars,  Jean  Lewis  Gaston 675,  905 

Villars,   Marie,  Louise  Valle,  testimony  in 

the  case  of 714,  757,  759 

Vilk-re,  Caliste 700 

Villere,  James  Phili]i,  heirs  of 696 

Villere,  Philip,  heirs  of 909 

ViUiers,  Marc(  .s  ( ',  mlon  Je 070,  904 

Vilton,  Joseph 907 

Vincennes,  Indiana,  bank  of 284 

Vine,   Jean   Baptistc,  et  al,   reiiort  on  the 

claim  of 47,412 

Voisin,  Jean 678,  906 

Voorhies,  Peter  (i 283 

Von  Phul,  W 326,  327 

Von   Phul,  AV.,  administrator  of  A.  J.   Saa- 

gi-ain 320,  327 

w. 

Wagenspach,  Andre "  685,  907 

Waggaman,  Gtoorge  A.  wife  of 696 

Walker,  Jacoli 889,  890 

Walker,    Joseph,    and   Eliza   Ann    Giitlilh, 

favorable  repoi-l  on  the  claini  <il' 217 
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Walker,  Poter,  heirs  of,  favorable  report  on 

the  claim  of -I" 

Walker,  Robert <l-2 

^Valker,  Robt'rt.  aJiiiiuistrator  of 118 

Walker,  William  1? Vil 

Wallace,  C 31)8 

Wallace,  C,  assignee 3'.»8 

Wallace,  Thomas,  heirs  of,  favorable  report 

on  the  claim  of 3'.t0 

Waller,  Thomas S,  45 

Walthers,    Sarah,    adverse    report   on    the 

claim  of o  1 7 

Waltman,'  Isabel 50 1 

Wamslev,  John 157 

Warburg,  Daniel i'ri 

Ward,  G.  W.,rfa/ 170 

Ward,  Jasper <l-2,  ',tS,  1(»1 

Ward  John -t'JO 

Ward,   R.  J.,  M.  Flournoy    and,   favorable 

report  on  the  claim  of 150,  344 

Ware,   Nathaniel    A.,    favorable    repcirt    on 

the  claim  of 37i') 

Watcrford,  Marquis  of 02,  1'21 

Waterhousc,  John  J 137 

Waterman's  heirs 02,  1 13 

Watkins,  John 817,818 

Watkins,  John,  assignee  of  J.  Neybour     821,  822 

Watson,  David 757 

Watson,  Joseph (12,  104.  1 00 

Watson,  Samuel 757 

Weathcrliead,   Robert,  favorable   report    on 

the  claim  of 378 

Weaver,  Mary 545 

Webb,  Amos,  adverse  report  on  the  claim  of       347 

Weliber,  George 02,  75,  80 

Weeks,  Caleb 501 

Weightman,  Richard (ri,  110,  117 

Wells,    Dorothy,    favorable    report    on    the 

claim  of 145 

Wells,   John,   John   Bridget,   and   AVilliam 

Jarrett 047 

Wells,  Thomas   048 

Wheat,  William 137 

Wherry,  J.  A 320,  327 

Wherry,   Joseph,  and   others,   heirs   of  il. 
Wherry,  for  land  in  Mis.souri,  decision 

adverse  to  the  claim  of 225,  247 

Wherry,  Mackay 842,  843 

White,  Durrell,  rt  al 374 

Wliite,  Joseph  F 02,  73,  88,  112,  118 

White,  Thomas  B 947 

Wliitmore's  heirs 02 

Whitmore,  Robert,  heirs  of 04,  70 

Whitney,  Darnel,  ef  a!,,  favorable  report  on 

the  claim  of 070 

Wickerham,  Jacob 808 

AVickersham,  William,  report  on  the  claim  of       330 

Wideman,  Thomas 047 

Wiggins,  Ann 02,  1 13 

Wiggins,  Isabella 02,  72,  73,  88,  113 

Wiggins,  Nancy 02,  1 13 

Wilburn,  Elisha 040 

Wilcox,    Joseph,    adverse    report    on    tiie 

claim  of 147 

Wilds,  N 121 

Wiles,  A 02 

Wilkinson,  Catharine,  wife  of  Jos.  15.  Wilk- 
inson   002,  008 

Wilkinson,  Joseph   B.,   heir  of  Robert  An- 
drews, deceased 002 

Wilkinson,  Joseph  B 000 

William,  William,  heirs  of 110,  120 

Williams,  Antonio,  (free  negro) 74,  88 

Williams,  A.,  heirs  of (;2,  73,  88 

Williams,  Eliza,  widow  of  Isaac  Williams, 

favorable  report  on  the  claim  of 070 

Williams,  James 874 

Williams,  Jinkin 048 
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AVilliams,  John  ('.,  favorable  report  on  the 
claim  of 

AVilliams,  Peter,  for  relocation  of  a  Imunty 
land  warrant.  .Vdverse  reimrt  on  the 
application  nf 

Williams,  P.  \V.,,/  ai 

AVilliaiiis,  \Villiain,  a  slave,  report  on  the 
claim  of  Benjamin  Oden,  the  owner  of. 

Williams,  ,  heirs  of 


349 

222 
179 


044 

02 

02 

(i2,  104,  100 


Williams,  a  negro 

Williamson,  Blake 

Williamson,  Charles,  administrator  of,  favor- 
able report  on  the  claim  of 917 

Williamson,  David 02,  105,  106 

Williamson,  John 02,  118 

Williamson,  William 02,  105,  106 

Wilson,  Emzy 945 

Wilson,  Isaac  Thomas,  and  Wni.  M.  Wil- 
son, favorable  report  on  the  claim  of.  .        414 

Wil.son,  Jesse 02,  104,  106 

Wilson,  John,  and  Samuel  Martin,  favorable 

report  on  the  claim  of 14 

Wilson,  Peter 283 

Winter,  Elisha,  heirs  of,  favorable  report  on 

the  claim  of 939 

Winter,  Elisha,  and  sons,  heirs  of,  favora- 
ble report  on  the  claim  of 423,  424 

Winthrop,  Thomas  L.,  and  others,  directors 
of  the  New  England  Mississippi  Land 

Company,  report  on  tlie  claim  of.- 959 

Witherspoon,  J.  K 374 

AVitherspoon,  II.  V..  li  al 374 

^Vogin,  J.  E.  M.,  and  iithers,  favorable  re- 
port on  the  claim  of 327 

Wolfe,  Joel,  etal 288 

AVood,  Abner 280 

AA^'ooii,  Ca])tain  John,  a  Clu'rokee  Indian, 
for  permission  to  exchange  his  reserva- 
tion for  otlun'  land,  favorable  report  on 

the  application  ot 49 

AVood,  Joseph  T.,  Thomas  Lenox,  and  ....        279 
AA'oodbridge,  William,  Henry  Chipraau,  and 

report  on  the  claim  of 958 

AVoodcock,  or  Woodstock, Samuel,  for  bounty 

land,  report  on  the  claim  of 301 

AVoodland,  James 118 

AVoodlar,  James 02,  121 

AVoods,  James 62 

AVoods,  Theodore  J.,  sen 121 

AVoods,  Theodore  T 02 

Woolfork,  William 398 

AVoolfork,  Williams,  executor  of 398 

AAVxdsey,  iM.  T 280,  281 

AVordly,  Jacob 02,  86 

Worldly,  Jacob 01,  98,  101 

Wren,  \Voodson,  adverse  report  on  the  claim 

of 920 

Wright,  John 02,  113 

AVrinkle,   .Vbram,    favorable   re()ort  on   the 

claim  of 043 


A'ates,  David,  heirs  of 02,  121 

Yates, 62 

Yonge,  Phili|i,  R 62,  100 

Yonge,  Tliomas 62,  75,  89 

A'onge,  Hibberson  and 00,  70,  79,  83,  89,  90 

Young,  Edward 864 

A'oung,  Philip  R 92 

Young,  Robert 601 

282 


Young,  W.  L 


z. 


Zane,  Ebenezer 127 

Zenc.in,  Narcissc,  and  Joseph  Paccpiet  ....        694 
Zeringue  Honore 690,  908 


j-f;?.i 
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